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FIIE CANADIAN MONTHLY MAGAZINE,

(Communicated.

‘The appearance, with thenew year, of the
Canudian Monthly, is an event which we can-
not pass over with the superficial notice
which ia all that is permitted us ofmagazines
in general.

Whea we consider what unfortunatoly is
daily forced on our perception—the vicious
ness, the f.ivolity and thecruduy, ol a large
rart of the press of every civilized country,
the production of a magazine having, for 1's
definite purpose, the elovation of tons of
the growing literature of our rising nation,
ought to be a subject of learty rejoicing to
all whoaro capable of a sound appreciation
of theeffort.

*t Somo books,”” says Bacon, *-are to be
tasted, othersto be swallowed. and someo
few to be chewed and digested.” And ina
minor degree, the aphorism is not inappli-
cable lo magazines.

It is émpossible to recad the introductory
arlicle of the first number of the Cinadian
Vonthly, without a feeling of confidenca 1n
tho future influessico of what is introdaced to
us with so much modesty ant so much
force ; and it will bo no credit to the ““iantel-
lectual life of Canada,” if the new periodical
do not command a wide circulation, and a
hearty and apprecintive support.

We will take a briof glance at the articles
contained in it, and we shall be hiappy if our
remarks contribute in any degree 10 1ts dif-
fusion.

Che “Treaty of Washington™ is discussed
by Mr. Charles Lindsay, with a dispassonate
impartiality. the statesmanlike calmness of
which however, seems to bring forward mors
forcibly than would the most violent denua-
ciation, the lax and time-serving policy of
the present British Government.

It is impossible to resist the conviclion
that the omission by Sir Edward Thoraton
toincludo jn the preliminary correspond.
encs the Fenian Raids claim, which omis-
sion is given as the cause of the refusal by
the U. S. government to consider them, was
prearranged {o afford tho Imperial govern-
ment an ignominions loop hole of escapo
from the duly of pressing its obligations

upon a nation whose insolent defiance of
them on every ocoasion wonld be ludicrous
wero it not humiliating to England. , commendation of the great German savant.
The ground taken Ly Lord Russell long: The * Cutivsities of Canadian Literature,’
ago to the Alabama chims should never  * Washington and Jumonville” by W.J.
have been receded from without a full un | Auderson 1. L. D. throws some light on one
derstanding that tho Fenitn Raids should | of those episodes of the Colonial Wars
bo set oft’ against them  Butit i3 in vain | which preceded the American War of Inde
to look fora courageous foreign policy. ! pendence, aud a very curious one it is.
The fact is that Englandis - oaghly afraid | ‘There is a mine of interesting matter in old
of the United States, and it may be predicat ; Canadian records of this period, little known
od with perfect confidence of any diplomatic | to general readers, but winch it would geerm
transaction that take place between the two | to be the special province of such a maga-
aations, that Great Britain under a Radical | zine as that befure us to bring to light.
govarnment will submit with smiling com “ An listorical Night in tho old Canadian
placency to all tho kicking the United = Parlinment ™ by S. . Watson, is a lively and
States may choose to bestow upon her, and | inleresting sketch of the debate (and- of
probably tho best thing that could happeu & those who conducted it) on tho $100,u00 City

“uxcellent article, **Man's place in nature,”
which would undoubtedly have elicited the

to her would be that the States should goon
kicking till they produce some effi:ct. '

The instincts of the Dritishh Nation seem
to have indeed bocome demoralized, 2 do
moralization which has been manifested ina
false and scrvile pretence of admiration and
good-will towards n pation and government '
whoso steady policy is to pocket all conces l
sions granted, and extort moro by fresh in- l
sults and aggressions as soon as opportunily
serves—and in false sympathics as evinced
during the Franco Prussian War.

“ Aune Hathaway ™ by Daniel Wilsen L.
L. D, is a pleasantly speculative dinlogue
on the probable tone of mind and feeling of
the % poet of all time** as to his nultrimonial
relations. The view taken by the * Delina ™
of the dialogne is as natural as agreeable,
and certainly scemns as wvrohable as any
other.

Tho first instalment of * Marguerito
Kueller, Artist and Woman ™' by Louisa
Murray, gives promise of a1 healthy and not
inelegant story of Parasian arlist life in its
best phase.

“What displeases e in Stzuss™  said
Humboldt, *is the scemtific lesity which
Ieads him to seo no difticulty in the organic
springing from the inorganic; nay, man him.
self from Chaldean mud.”” A series of argu-
ments, which carry conviction t> a sound
mind, are directed by H, Alloyno Nicholson,
M.D.F.R. 8. E. &¢., to the retutation of Mr.

Darwin's theorios of thedescent of man inan

of Montreal Bonds question, which led to
coalition, then to the Quebec Conference,
and ullimately to Confedration.

Tho “ Eond of Bohemia " a translation from
the Recue des Deux Mondes of an essay on
the part played by Literature and Journal-
ismin the recent events in France,is but
the literary phase of tha universal reckless.
ness and frivolty which precipitated France
to her downfall. Never was the “Quem
Dcus oult perdere prius dementat’* illus-
trated on so grand a scale—Verbose as are
most serious productions, and somewhat
tedious and dry, tho arlicle is instructive
cnough as far as it goes.

‘The conductors of the ¢ Canadian ™ have
dong satisfuclorily in reproducing the
Laurcates lost*fdyll™ as 2 whole, in pre-
ferance ta reviewing it piecemaal. Woare
very fond of Tennyson, and think that he
ba+ passages which are uncqualled in the
wholo range of peotry. Ve think, however,
that ho shines brightest in hisshorter pieces,
and has, in his longer ones, interspersed his
beauties with moro nonsense than perhaps
avy poet past or present. The idylls are
tbhroughout a mixture of quaint and not
always happy conceits, with passages of un
questionable pathos and grandeur. * The
last Tournament,” undoubtedly nol equal
to “Guenevers,!’ is perhaps neither better
nor worse than ‘Elaine,” “Faid” or
“ Vivien,” certainly not so unpleasant as
the latter.
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But the articlo which perhaps carties with
it tho lifo and living interest of the dry toa
greater extent thnn any other, is Lieut, Col
Denison’s * Moral of tho Autumn Manoeu
vres.'” O course his remarks tend most to
the clucidation of cavalry problems, but
theso also necessarily bear on ollier branches
of {he service and aro of tho highert-interest
to nll military readers. We will not spoil
tho pleasure to be derived from the perusal
of tiiem by a singlo quotation, meorely re-
marking that the results of cerlain observa-
tions on cavalry charges during the lato
Franco-Prussian war ara such as o astound
even the most implicit believers mn the
powers of Lreech-loaders. Uf course Col.
Denison sums up against heacy cavalry,

His last paragraph is pregnant with
weighty words of warning, and wo most
enrhestly commend it to our readers and to
all classes of tho community. A nation in
whose legislature has been advanced the
proposition that the mere existence of Brit-
ish territory to the north of them isanag
gravation and an obstacle to friendly rola.
tions, will put to tho test all the patriotism
we may possess whenever a favorable oppor
tunity occurs.

Tho Book Reviews and Lilerary Notes are
interosting—one painfully and agreeably so
—as showing the rapid progress made in do-
filing the purity of the English lunguage by
the teeming productlions of numberless vul.
garisms, each oneviler than tho last, origin
atibg accross the line, and thence oozing in
streams of contamination to the Canadian
side of the border. Nevertheless, apart
from this view of the question, Dr. Schile de
Veris® * Americanisms” is doubtless an
amusing as well as instructive work.

The poctical morccaur ure some of them
ahove theaverage of merit of such produc-
tions. * Love in Death,"” a quatrsin from
Catullus, is tender and graceful. A transia.
tion from Lucretins has the always accept
able merit of perspicuity. Mr. J. Reade's
“Paolo nnd Frances:a™ is not ungraceful
and is not wanting in force. We would here
take the liberly of cautioning Mr. Keade,
who has a more thin an ordinary share of
tho divino efflatus, against his propensity to
imitate Tennysen in his worse point—his
tendency to a misty and sometimes almost
meaningless verbinge.

*March:ng out” is spirited and the senti-
ments appropriate, but we confess to liking
Chas. Sangster’s *Mocking Bird™ better
than all the rest put together. It is a per
fect sush of mclodious imagery. Altogether
we heartily congratulate the managers of
the ** Canadian XMonthly™ on its first number
believing that it will supply that great desi
deratum in the new Dominion—a really fist
class magnzine.

Baron Rothschild is by far the largest win-
ner of stakes in 1871. With three of lus

horses alone he has won £22,230, made up
as follows: Hannah, £13,370; Favonious,
£5,5%90; and Corisande, £3,510.
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TACTICS.

It is very diflicult to wean ol soldiors
fromn n system they have been nurtured in;
and when the practical test of systom has
rosulted favourably, old soldiers carry oul
the conservative principle of lelting well
alone. ) .

‘I'ho British Army made rapid progress in
military art at the commencement of tha
present century, It may be said that we
took n step in advance of Continental
armies. Lino formations were probably first’
introduced ‘in consequence of the numeri
cal weaknoss of British forces ; but, thanks
to tho splendid physigue, cooluess and
bravery of our infantry, it became the regu.
Intion order of battle ; more than that, by
Sir John Moore's advice, munks were redue.
ed from three to (wo deep. Now, if firearms
in tho day alluded to had posscssed long
rango or accuracy, Continental nations
must have either copied our tactical order
or have met British troops at a great disad
vantage : bul fire.arms could only bo rehed
upon at very shoit ranges, and from their
want of accuracy men twere trained to fire
st gtraight to their front.”* Dritish infuntry
was moro renowned for reserving s five till
in contact with its enemy and charging with
the bayonet, than for a quick, well directed
fire from its deployedline. This increased
development of firo was by no means thrown
away ; on thocontrary, it was husbanded by
keeping up perfect alignment and regulated
intervals, so that no shot might stray from
the intended dircction —viz,, tho imaginary
line at right angles to alignment—or be
lost by the ovsrlapping of battalions. Sill if
a position Iiad to bo # cirried,” the bayonet
was the only weapon believed in by Dritish
commanders. IHence it happened that our
greas instructor and master, the Duke of
Wellington, was averso (o the introduction
of rifles. Sir Charles Napier predicted the
ruin of the British Army if men were taught
to trust in the efficacy of fire-armns, and lost
tho habit of closing with their enemy; and
still more recently a great tactician, lord
Clyde, was with difliculty brought to believe
in the superiority of a highly-finished fire-
arm of precision over the rough smooth-
bore —so hard it is atan advanced nge to
eradicate the impression of aiife’s cduea
tion. But in justice one must remember
also that the rifles first ipvented had their
weak points.

It 19 a strong reflection that the first
blot in our soldiers’ education was hit by a
tribe of savages, and that a severe lesson,
learnt ut the Capo of Good Iope at a heavy
loss, was actuallv repeated by another trive
of savages in Nes: Zealand. In ecach in-
stance for a time British troops entirely lost
their prestige, their education was at fault,
The individual soldier twas a perfect
picce of mechanism, but the machkine
had to be disintegrated—in other words,
the serried rank had to revolve [itself
into inteligent skirmishers, and till these
could be tmined the savage triumphed.

At the Cape, as usual, men rose cqual
to thke occasion. Notably Sir W. Eyre
introduced 4 mostenlightened lightinfantry
dritl in the 73rd Regiment, but radical faults
arenot to be corrected in u day. Subordi
nates, when once taught to obey, mecheni-
cally understand that their mental energy
is purposely restricted. To cull on them
suddenly to think, islike calling on the bed-
ridden to walk. The reverses me? with in
Nes Zealond are not so easily accounted for,
but the vilal want was intelligence on the
part of company officersand men. In abush
tight the best armed and the most intelli
gent skirmishers should win the day. The
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British did not always win tho day, though
decldedly the best avmed.

Uf lato years the introduction of bLrecch-
loading small arms, and o marked improve-
tment in artillery, has obdged our Army, in
common with Continental nrnnes, to look
upon skirmishing nsa most unpottant exer-
ciso ; also especinl attention, has been paid
to muskelry instruction, aftdr the model of
France and Prussia; and in 1870 the Negu-
lation Drill book was revised and simplitied.

‘The Prussians and Austrians in 1864 jon-
ed in n militaty promenado against. the
Danes, who, of course, could only make a
faint show of resistance. Qn this occasinn
the Prussians tested their necdle-nifle.  “The
old conservalive ofticers of Austrin did not
acknowledgo its superiority to their fire
arm ; on the contrary, they voted it too de-
licate. In 1859 the Austrians attributed
their signal defeat by the French to their
having placed too much reliance on musketry
lire. They; theretore, drilled their infantry
to move rapidly in columus and charga with
the bayonet. ‘The Prussians arvived ata
very different conclusion, and they slightly
modified their battlo order to develop small
arm fire. Tne nival systems were tried in
1866, and in six wecks the Austiaan urmy
was anniliilated by the Prussians. ~ The
Prussians still attacked in colutnns thicoreti-
cally ; but practically they gave full scope
to the power of their needle-rifle, by alateral
oxtonsion exceeding that of tho British line-
formation.

The tactical order of battle wasa firsthine
in company columns,a secoud line 1n quarter-
column of double companies, and one or
more reserves. On paraco the company
columns (250 strong, with five ofticers) stoo!
in three ranks, the rear rank consisting of
picked men for skirmishing. The rule in
peaca-time was that about a quarter of the
rear rank should skirmish wiuth the rest in
supporl, and the skirmishers were to be re-
inforced as occasion required. The company
was commanded by n captain. who was
mounted, except when under serious fire.
The men had veen carefully mstructed m
musketry.

‘The three recognized modes of firigg were
—first, skirmishing, in which a man took
deliberate aim from behind cover; second,
by volley-firing by word of command, which
was for ranges between $00 and 300 yards:
thirdly, quick fire for point blank range.
Volley-firing was believed to be most eftect-
ive, and precautions were taken 10 prevent
waste of cartridges,

‘The captains ot companiesin the first hne
wero as independent as commanders of
ships. The company line advanced, cover-
ed by skirmishers more or less acconding to
regulation), but when the enemy was with-
in1ange, 1n place of the skirnushers bemng
recalled inorder to fire volleys, by instinct
tho first line resolved itsclf into a swarm of
skirmishers ; the regulated supports even
were 1n the general line: more than this
tho tendency of the advancing line was to
outllank rather than make 2 frout on any
point or points held in force by the enemy,
and the whole extended laterally.  About
this period. the columns of the second line
suffered loss from the Ausinan fire ; and we
aro told that by compauies it filled up the
gaps in the fisst line, tlt the officer com
manding the first line found his strength
doubled, whilst nothing bus his staff’ remain_
cd with the oflicer commanding the second
line. The latter could now v no 1ore
than form stragglers and the superabun
dance of troops into supports, as opportu
nity occurred. But with & reserve intact,
and strongly posted tho Lattle 1s not lust ;
the dizcomforted skirmishing line may 1ai}
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back through it, and rally under s protec-
tion ; tho reservo mny fight a dcfensivo of-
feusivo Lattle, nud becomo a skirinislung
tirst line.  In Lho campmgn of 1566 the fieat
lino had not to full back, TCauy pat af it
was broken through by tho Austcfuns, -the
advantago was neutrahized by tho deudly fite
of breechloaders on the flank of ths Aus
trinn columan , and it often happenal that
the reserves lost moro men thw the skir
mishing line, from their dense columus of-
fering & good mark fur the enemy's wtil
lery. ‘o Auslrian arlitory proved atself
moro efticient and woie enterprising than
tho Prussian ; buta battlo is lost or won by
infantry, aud the taclics of the Austvain in-
fantry were simyply cwicidal.  Their colunn
was shittere l and demorahized before they
arrived within charging distancoof the 'tus
staus—{. ¢, nbout fifty paces, aml thus, it
happened at Sidowa—the decisive battle of
the campaign—a column  ft sts o fenstve
earthworks (fuithful toits teachimyg; V0
and, in less than balfan Lous, lust gt
one third of its number.

Without entering into ths stiategy of
cither side, and pptting aside the cavalry of
both armics, which was hardly made use of,
also allowing that in artillery tho Austeians
had somo udvantage, we aro able to con-
clude that decisive viclory rewnsined inva-
riably with the Prussians tbhrough their
breech loading fire arm aud the tacties must
needs shock our notions of goud urder and
military discipline, and it scems that the
Prussian leaders prernmed somewhat on
their superiority in *.capons. The Prussian
loaders can defend themselves, however,
without argument , they have only to quate
their unqualitied success.

Tho disorder amongst well-trained and
disciplined men diftered greatly from the
disorder of 2 rabble; it was tho result of
suddenly removing restraint from bands of
intelligent, courageous men confident in
their weapons. The column formation at
onco gave place to an extended irregular
line. The deptoyment was a work of in-
telligent wostinct, 1 place of Look-learned
mechanism. Thero was something risked,
but not as much as we might jumzine, be.
causo every captatu nas u first rate soldier,
and cvery private believed mn lus officers,
espocially i lus ¢ jetasn,  1ad success been
doubtful, the comy.nics would have fallen
back, and the genceral officers wonld soon
havo found their troons in hand. As it
turned out, the compames for the most part
won the battle.

Notr, one would tremble to sce theexperi
ment of this nature tricd with ourarmy, for
this simple reasson~ a captain (o a PBritish
compzany or troop 1s something quite difter-
ent from the officer commanding a German
company. The German ofhicer, in person,
teaches the men all they know. e looks
after their wants in person, holds the power
of punishingmnor oifences, and indirectly,
through tho communding oflicer, rewards
merit. It may also bo .md that the British
captain is educated wdnill by hismen.  His
authority is too often nominal, and he is too
Iittle used to mdependent action to act
vigorously and without hesitation in o posi
tion removed from his superior's control.
\gain, the numerical strength of our com-
pany is not suflicient forindependent action.
No one can fail 10 understand theadvantagoe
possessed by a captain looked up to by his
men ad belioved in a8 the huntsman is by
a pack of hounds. Une can also understand
that very few orders from the field officer
reach tho ears of an officer in firat line,
whoso attention is entirely taken up by lus
own men and the fire of an encmy. Still
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licutenant-colouel and the eaptain,  1f the
Lattalion is too largo for tho cdmmand of
one oflicer, dinunsh its numorical strength ;
but tha vivid pcture of a battle in 1866, as
painted by the late nnthor of the *Tuck
tscho Ruckblicke,” will find no adwmirer
anonget our stohd mtantry comnmnders.
Supposing a battalion tosupply its awn cov.
cring skirmishers, il increased front of e
is requisite, the battalion leader ¢ m otder it
provided ho does not everlap tho next bt
talion in brigade hine. But thts proviso just
shuns the necessity of nscertmmng how
uumerous tho skirnushers of the first lino
should be, so ns to Jay down & rule on the
subject. This question shall be raised agnin
after mvestigaung tho tactics of 1370,
At tho moment wo will confine ourselves to
Intstorieal facts.  After the Battle of Konig-
gratz, when it took tho best part of a aay to
sort the chaos of men in the lighting line, it
in an undoubted fact thut commanders of
Lattalions were asbamed of their nability to
keep their corapany columns initunl. That
they took effectual precautions to clip cap-
tains” wings is proved by the absence of con-
fusion i their next campmgn. The Prus.
sian regunents of the hine huve one untlorm
with . distinguishing number on the shoul-
der, and tlus facilitates & habut *siray’’ com
mand wuts have of calling together stragglers
oi any denomination on the battle field und
communding Jhiem.  Something of tlus sort
happencd aiter the light cavalry chargeat
Balaclava on a most diminutive scale, but
this power might, doubtless, have its ad-
vantage where vast numbers are employed.
(To bLe continued.)

Les Noandes has an article, by Me, Zliwski
of Paris. on tho explosive compounds, as
follows : —* 1. ‘Tho explosive properties of
inflammable matters are not dependent on
the normal temprature of tho atmosphere,
but upon its hygrometric state. Thus ex-
plosions il take placo in winter as well as
w summer, if the phenomena to which Ire-
fer are nct attended to and as a proof, lhave
only to meation the repeated * rccidents ”’
at the factory of Mr. Fonlaine, and those
that took pluce during the war of Sablon-
ville and Grenelle. 1n short gunpowders,
during « drought, acquire spontaneous ex-
plosive qualities, ecen without any elecation of
tewperature, and they ace also more ready to
act upon and communicate the smatlest
spark. Manufacturers ought to watch care-
fully the bygrcmetric condition of the
atmosphere.  2.The loost quantity of oxalic
acud, by a catalytic eftect that precedes the
abandonment of the basic pmticle of water
of this substance, is suflicient to prevent
spontancous action of explosive matters,
and the remainderof the acid, which can, as
is well known, be divided into oxide of car-
bonic acid, has no power to modily the bal-
istic properties of the powders. Inorder to
prove, experimentally, the principal fnet of
which I am speakimg, 1t will be sufticient to
Leat a pulverulent mixture of suiplhur and
chlorate of potash, or any aother combustible
substance, ready to furnish detonating com-
pounds ; and to add to it, previously, a cer-
Lain, quantity of oxalic acid, about one-third
aud then, even swhen the temprature is rais-
ed to the fusion of solid bodies, there is no
explosion. Contequently, the cuuse, isa
simplo one, and the presorvativé means are
elementary and practical ; aund. permit, be
sides, with some modifications in_the quan:
uities, the transformation of powders called
s brisantes *' into gunpowder proper.

A British officer who has visited Sedsn,
gives the following account of tho place: I

there aro intermediate links between the I was very glad X took adviceand had a -car:

i

ringe from Mézieres; you can get by that
means on tathe Lttle fiold in nn hone and
a Wl ltien question whether yon shoyll
£0 by tho ngzht lend of the Meuse over the
hills alone the Belgim bantier, ns we il
You see the country better : but there iv a
much epsicr rowd up the lank to the pas

sage used by the tfiown Prince's mimy ut
Donchiery, close Ly which one stops to seo
thecottage where Napoleon and Bismark harl
their world funousintervicwon the 2001 S p

temther,  Yetifone gnosi v the ather roud
you havo tho advantage of perceiving how
eastly MacMalion might b ve eceped the
day Lefore the Dattle had  be  fully
known his dauger; but then yon qunst drive
out to Donchery to muke the visit complote

I had no ides that Sedun is so thmougbly
low and entirely commanded  What u
blunder to hiave made such u Wttle wmouse

teap the rallying point for an army of 1K,

00U men! The Prussiuns hive very sen

sibly kept the works of the citudel open to
travellers, conteary to the tules of their
other fortressses. Soon arriving nt Sedan
(whero there is a capitel hotel). you ascend
at onco to the summil, and havea ieally
magilicent punorama of the whale Lnttle.
fietd. With Captain Fitzgeorge’s little book
and plan, the whole of the gieat drama can
be followed out by the eye from 11his point

I was sorry to find that the trade in velics is
being actively driven; of course the true
ones will all soon be sold off, and the lLou
vain workshops called on to keep up the
supply. ‘Uhat excetlont charitable Belgwan
-company (1 forgot the name) which under
took the whumation has now linished s
work by dmgging the Meuse thoroughly,
and interring the results, which were moss-
es of bones of horses and equipments.  Few
human remains are in” any of their last
mounds- I left by the rail to Luxemburg
through Thionville, which is in tolerablo or-
der. No custom-hiouse I”

‘Tho Russian Werld has received a first
warning for having iv three Jeading articles
“ pertinaciouely represented the Russian
army as having degenerated in discipline
and morality, with the evident intention of
awakening mistrust in regard to the roforms
carried out during the last few yems.” ‘Tho
articles here referred to were based on
statistics published by tho Military District.
From these it appoared that in 1860, when
the effective strength of the army consisted
of 904,963 men. the number of otlences com-
mitted by soldiers against the Government
was 105 and that in 1868 when the cffective
strength was 727,600, the number of such
offences was 216, or proportionately about
threo times as many as in 1860. The num
ber of oftfences against discipline in 1830
was 3,007 ; in 1868 it was 12,350. Thav of
offences agninst property rose from 2,381 in
the former yeur 10 7,695 in the latter, and of
oftences agamst morahty from 372 in 1860,
to 2,543 in 1868. ** Bewween the years 1860
62, when,' says tho World, * the combu-
tant clements pievailed over the burean
cratic, theaverage number of offences com
mitted in the army every year was 8321,
from: 1863 to 1865, while the army adminis
tration was being reorganized. 1t was 15,285
and from 1866 to 1868, when the urganization
was complete, it was 23,204.”

‘Cwo ships belonging to the Swedish navy,
the gunboat Ingegard and tho brig Orlandam
arrived at Plymouth from Greenland =n
couple of weeks back, having on bourd
thres aerolites, the largest weighing nearly
thirty tons, which are to be conveyed to
Suodyen and mado the sulyect of clase in.

vestigation. .
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NILITIA GENERAL ORDERS.

HEAD QUARTEWS,

Ottawa, 12th January, 1872,
Gu¥NEratL ORpsRs (1),

ACTIVE MILITIA.

——

¢ e . = e w——

No. l.
Regulations and Orders, dc., 1870.
Adverting to Paragraph 66 of * Regula.)
tions and Ordors for the Actve Militia &o.,
1870, the rank of Brevet Msjor will bo
also granted to Adjutants who have held
the nnk of Captain in a Corps of Active
Militia five years, and are duly qualified. !

Starr.

To be Brigade Major for thie 6th Brigade
Division, Province of Ontario: Major and
Adjutant Henry Smith, M. S., from 40th
Battalion, vice A. Patterson, deceasced.

Leave of Ansexce.

Leave of Absence for 10 days from [0th
instant is granted to Lt.-Col. Taylor, De.
puty Adjutant General, Military District No,
]

{

Lt. Col. Moffat, Brigade Major 1st Brigade
Division, will tako over the command of the
Militia in Military District Wo. 1, during tho
absencs on leave of Lt. Col. Taylor.

Leave of absence, for three months from
23rd December, 1871, is hereby granted to
Major Irvine, commanding the companies of
Riflemen on Active Service in the Province
of Manitoba

o
4

No. 2.
PROVINCE OF ONTARIO, |
—— [
74R Ballalion ** The London Light Infantry.
No. 3 Company.
‘To be Eunsign, provisionally :
William Mackieth Noble, Gentleman, vice
McBeth promoted in No. 4 Company. !
20tk * Halton** Butlalion.
This Battalion is herely changed from In
fantry to Rifles,
No. 7 Compony, Milton.
To be Ensign:
Serjeant James Wotenhall Robinson, M.
S., vice Hutcheson resigacd.
22nd Battalwn ** The Uzford Rifles.”
No. & Companry, Norwick.
To be Caplain from the 20th Soptember
18171,

Licutenant Montieu M. Neebitt, M. 8,
vico John W. Nesbitt, who is hercby
permitted to retiro retaining rank.

To bo Licutenant from 20th September,

18171,

Ensign Bolivar A. Mullins, V. B., vico
M. M. Nesbitt, promoted.

Bruver.

To be Licutenant-Colonols :

Rrevet Major and Captain James Wood,
V. B, 2ud Troop Frontenao Squadron,
from 5th July, 1871.

Mnjor Thomas Scott, V. B,, 42nd Battn*
lion, from 9th November, 1871,

To be Mnjors:

Captain and Adjutant Henry Smith, M. S,,
40th Battalion, from 5th October, 1871.

Captain and Adjutant Melville D. Dawson,
V. B, Tth Battalion, from 5th Oclober,
1871.

Captain and Adjutant Donald A. Mac.
donald, 3. S., 52th Battalion, from 26t}
Qctober, 1871.

Ciptain John Bradford Cherriman, M. S,
2nd Battalion, from ‘Tth December,
18171,

Major Chertiman’s ive years servico, not
being complato for a few months,}'Brevet
promotion is granted him ns a special mary
of favor in consideration of his seivices in
the Active Militia.

——

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.

B Bultery, Schuol of Gunnery, Quebec,
‘The following officers me authoiized
to joia the Schiool of Gunnery at Quebec,
on probation, for a threo months course of
instruction, from 135th instant.
Manjor J. E. M. ‘Taschereau, Quebec Pro.
visional Battalion.
Captain George Itolt White, Mo I Battery
Quebec, B. G, A.

3rd Battalion or ** V.clorg 101fles, Montreal,

Captain William U. Stanley is bereby per-
mitted to retire retaining rank.
Brever.
To be Major;
Captain and Adjutant Samuet Macdonald,
V. B,, 11th Battalion, from 3rd Juue,
1871.

———

PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA.
24 ** Halifax " Brigede of Garrison Ar-
tillery.

Caplain David Macpherson, No. 3 Battery?
and Caplain James Reeves, No 4 Rattery,—
confirmed in their ranks by G. O. (16) 28th
June 1871—being reported by the Acling
Deputy Adjutant Goneral, Military District
No 9, to * have been trained ,and_qualified
Naval Brigade Officers, since 1866,” in con.
sideration of their being so ‘trained and
qualified ”* and as a specinl case, their ap-

pointmente as Capiains aro hereby made
substantive from tho dates thoreof: Cap-
tain Meropherson, from 10th Septombor,
1869, and Caplain Reeves, from 20th
November, 1870.

Brever.
‘To bo Major as a special caso :

Captain and Adjutant Charles J. Muc.
donald, Q. F. O. and M. 8., 66th lalifax
Battalion, from 31st October 1869.

By Command of His Excellency the
Governor.General.
P. ROBERTBSON-ROSS, Colonol,
Adjutant-General of Militia,
Canada.

————— e
ARTILLERY TACLICS.

The following instructions relative to the
employment of Royal Horse and Fiold Ar
tillory are ordered by the Duke of Cain
bridge, Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief
to be observed in future manmnvres :— 1|
General officers commanding divisions or
detached brigades should indicate to tho
officers commanding Artillery under their
ordors the general object of the movementa
about to be executed, and these officers will
give directions to captains of batteries as to
the best modo of co.operating with and sup-
porting them. 2. Officers commanding batte.
ries shonld be permitted (under the direc-
tion of their own commanding officers) to
use their own judgment in selecling the
best positions to cnable them to operate
with advantago citherin corering an attack
or 1etreat, conforming, of course, as.much
as the nnture of the ground will permit, to
the movements of the corps to which they
areattached, 3. Any spocial directions ro-
ceived by the officer commanding Artillery
from tho general or other officerin com-
mand of troops, rvelative to any change in
the dispozition of the batteries during the
movements, will, of course, be promptly
carried out. 4. No battery ought to be ex-
posed to the risks of infantry fire, unless un-.
der unavecidable circumstances, which occa-
sionally occur in action, - Broad Arrow.

Mesars Spencelayh and Archer, of the
Medway Tron Works, Chatham, have just
completed the manufacture of 500 of the
largest kind of torpedoes, eackh to contain a
chargo of 4 cwt, o! gun cotton, the whole of
which bave been delivered at tho Royal
Arsenal, Woolwich. A large quantity of tor.
pedoes each to oontain explosive charges ot
3 cwt. of gun cotton, have likewise been
manufactured and forwarded to Woolwich ;
and the same firm have now taken a can-
tract for the manufacture of a large number
of a new description of torpedo, each in-
tended to contain a charge of 1 cwt. of gun.
cotton,

The Russian foriifications at tho railway
siations of Radziwillow and Wooley are be
ing rapidly broceeded with. The former 13
the last station towards the frontier of the
Brest Berdyczew Radziwillower Railway,
Both stations are of the utmost strategical
importance, and havean uninterrupted;com.
munication with the Walician network of
railways. At Radziwillow a citadel with de-
tached forts will be erected. Tho forilfica
tions are to becompleted within three yonts,
A similsr ocourse has been adopted at
Wolocysk. Other fortifications are slroady
nearly completed, notably in the extension
of the works at Lithuan Brest ang Kieff, and
their stronghening by detached forts: '
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Major Rodnoy Smith, Payumster U, S
Army, has boen ordered lo mako payments
to August 31, 1871, to tho troops stationed
in tho District of' Minnaesota comprising the
garrisons of Forts Snolling, Ripley, Aler.
crombio, Wadsworth, Ransom, ‘Potten and
Pembina,

. Tho nolorious Jim Fisk Jr. has been nssas
einated in open dany tight by a ruflian of his
own stamp in ono of the principal hotels in
New'Yorlk.

—
CORRESPONDENCL.

The FEduor does not Aold humself scapunaible jor
Individunl expressions of opinon in communi.
cations adelreascd to the Vor,U NTEER ItEA 1£W,)

——

FROM MONTREAL,

BY OUIt OWN CORBESI'ONDLNT,

Tho appointment of the Hon, Mr. Aylmer
to tho paymastership of No. 5 Military Dis-
trict, has surprised many, not but whut he
may bo woll fitted for tho duties it. entails,
but it was generally supposed that someo
better known and older member of the
forco would havo secuied a preferenco, as
among the applicants wero men who had
dovoted almost a {lifetime to tho servico,
and whoso characters were impeachable.
Ono gallant Major especially whoso recom.
mendation was backed by tho mnjority of
commanding officers of tho district, sn old
and well tried oflicer was considered to have
a sure thing of it, but fate and tho Govern-
ment decided otherwise. Mr, Aylmor may
no doubt make an efficient paymaster, but
it is strongly suspected, in this iustanco,
favoritism and influence bave oversiepped
merit.

Paymaster Bi¢baut of No. 6 District who
took temporary charjzo of No. 5, will doubt-
less rejoice that so:no one has been appoint-
ed and so relieve him of his extira dutics.
And while L am on the subject of paymasters
let me agnin suggest thit the pay of such
an important position 1s utterly madequate
for the dulies and responsibilities entailed.
To ask aman to give up his whole time, and
find sureties to tho extent of £20,000 for the
paltry sum of 8700 a year. Is this sufficient
to maintain the respectand dignity of an
officer of the Staff? flo has to provide him-
self with a costly uniform and is presumed I
should judge, to live and act like o gentle.
men; pretty hard for one to do so on the
salary ofa mere clerk; the government might
with reason bo moro Jiberal in this respeot.

There is nnthing doing in volunteer mat.
ters just now, no parades, nodrill, every-
thiong is in stagnation.

The non.commissioned officers of the
Montreal Garrison Artillery heldameetingon
Thursday when business matters and others
incillental to the regiment wore discussed.

S aall pox is raging fearfully and not con-
fined either to the poorer class, Tobaalive
in the moming and dead and buried by
three 1n tho afternoon is sharp work, yet
wo had such a case to day. .

Weather mild with sppearuico of snow.
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NEWS OV THE WEEK.,
lhe hoalth of 1lis Roysl llighuess tho
Princo of Wales continues sleadily to im
prove, howas out fur o drive on Momslsy
the 9th, Ilis convalsenco is hailed with
groat joy by the loyal people of Eungland.

Hor Majosty haw udidressed aletter tolier
peoplo thanking them in touching. simple
and geaceful torins for their sympathies on
two of {hio most sorrowful periods of her
lifo—tho death of her husband the good
Prince Consort, aud tho danger of her cl-lost
gon,

Tho heart of the peoplo has gonoe out in
response to this letter and the republicuns
witl have u hot time of it in future, Dilke
could not obtain n hewing nt Derby ona
subject connooted witls socinl science, nnd
thoy pelted him with rotten oggs « ¢t Bolton.

The subjects of tho British Empre have
great roason to thank God for tho miercies
vouchsafod in sparing thalite of the heir
appavent, nad inspiring the hewt of the
Queen with wisdom.

‘The African Diamond Fields has been ro
apnoxed to the Empire [rom which tho
policy of tho Manchester Schaool liid separa.
ted them.

The Umted Stntes merchants m Liverpool
havo passed rosolutions aflirming that the
United States mails should bo sent by tho
Cunard line, and that their resolutions
should bo sout to the Postmaster (General
at Washington.

‘The cara used oa railweys on this conti-
nent aro about being introduced into Eng-
land.

‘The Tines is exercised over the amount of
the bill for damges known as tho labams
claitns prosented by the United States to the
arbitraiors at Geneva.  If the British peoplo
havo to pay for tho last two years of tho
Yankeo war they may thank that Journal
and tho Mancchster school for that result
Tho bill is only $20,000,000.

A petition or rather a number of petitions
have been presented to the French Assem
bly asking for the establishment of a mon
archy, it croited quite a row. A motion
was mado romoving the Assembly to Paris.

The German Ministry have suspended the
construction of [ron clads at Kiel for the
present.

The International sooundrels e working
mischiel in Belgihun. At Ciharlerc. and other
towns tho troops had to bo called out to
rupprese riotous workm n who had struck
for higher wages. )

Itis roported that tho Pope will shortly

send his ultimatum to tho Bishops who !

ars opposed to th drg nof Infllibiiity

Tho existing rolations botwean tha Unit
od Statas and Spain are not satisfaclory.
The squadrons of both powers in Spanish
Amorican wators dopen] on the coolncss
and judgment, of their commanders alone
for proventing & collision, which mayat any
time be provoked with the object of acquirng
possession of Cuba, undera pretencg of in,

29
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troducing mider amd civilization into that 1s
land, o cuaise advised by the London 7imes
whicli loudly coupliins of the biatality of
the Cuban vulunteers Lut Hiuds no censure
for New Yorh assassins boyond the by w wdo
phrase of peculiar civilization.

Tho House of Assembly and the Governor
of tho stato of [anisinuw aro nt varianco
Thoe military  Lid to be eudlod out nt Now
Orleans. Tho supesintonclent of police, o
lot of (flictls, the Goveirnor and sundry
mombers of tho Assembly were avres ad by
Spoaker’s warrant.

A sovero shock of carthquike wis felt at
Quobec on the 10th iust.

A vory valuablo silver vase wis rascived
by the Hon. tho Minisier of Mititia nud De-
fence from Sir Poter Tait, London, Boglwd,
a3 a pr.zo to Lo contended for un lor certain
conditions at the Annual Rille Match. His
Excollency the Governor General, Tho (fon,
Sir. G. E. Cartior, Bart, tho llon. SirJ. A.
Mucdonald, K. C.B., have been offered by
His Mojesty the king of Spiin, (ho Cordon
of the order of Isabella as a tokeu of hiy ap
preciation of tho manner in which the obli

gations of international law was carried out
at the limo an expodition was o-gising 3in
Montroal ngainst Cuba.

Our neighbours in the United States etfect
at times a diguity of manner and demeanour
highly ludicrous. The atlempt to treat as
a mnlter of every day occurrence such a
mowmentuous hiflorical fact as the with.
drawal of the British troops from Quebecis
amusingly displayed ia the following
extract. Wo daresay the fact of thoe with-
drawal would bo the text for a good deal of
spread-eagicism if the ocomplete organia-
tion of our army left any room {or exulta.
tion. Our readors will seo how heavily it
lozds tho paragraph :—

Within the par. swo months tho last re
giments of tho British army in Canuda have
cmbarked for mogland, and left that colony
for tho first time 1n its history entirely with-
out home protection. In anticipation of
this contingency tho Canadians have been

busy organizing an independent military
force, This now consists of twenty-seven
troops of cavalry, ten field and seventy gar-
rison batteries of artillery, four companies
of cugineers, 639 companies of rifles and
three marine companics, numbering inall
about forty-five thousand officers and men,
while the reserve militia numbers 61:2,500.
Schools of military instruction were founded
in 1863, which have turned outl 5,100 cadats,
all of whom have passed their examination
before boards comyposed of officers of tbo
regular army, 1,200 baving taken first.
: class and 3,000 second class certificates.”—
Army and Navy Journal.
REMITTANCES Recolved on SBubscription to
Tue VoLUNTEER REVIEW up to Saturday,
tho 13th fnst :—

BrockvIiLLE—Licut, Col, Jackson, $1.50; Tlout.
Col. AlcDongall, $1.50; Lieut. Col. Buell, §1.50;
Lilout, Col. Cole, 1.69; Capt. Lowe, $1.50; Capl.
Cook, $1.60; Capt. McClean, $1.50; Capt. Furni.
val, $L.50; Enslgn ShefMeld, $1.50,

CorXWALL~Judge Jarvis, $2

OstiaAwA.~Liout. Col. Wm. Warren, Jr.. g

CLiFrToN.—Ens. & Adjt. Johu Brennan, §2,

MERIVALR.~Copt. A. noelpor. $5.

VAXKLEEXR HirnL.—Mr. Mode, fl.

Qunwc.—(sor Agent)—Licut, Joun Sharples, Si.

87, Jonx, N, B.~Licut. Honry F. Perloy, $2
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Fonnnc.nm\s, llko every other exact
science, is govornod by well defined rules
deduced from practical exporvience, =
thorough knowledge of the rolation of its
parts to each otherand to the genoral sys-
tem of which they are units is necessary for
the proper understanding of tho principles
on whizh the art of construction is founded.
Field works aro charastorised by their site,
command and relief. 'The ground occupied
by thoe works is called tho sife, the command
is tho height of the fuferior crest above i,
tho relief is the height of the intetior crest
above the bottom of the ditch.

This may bo called the first division of the
principles on which theart of field fortifica
{ions is founded, the second division relates
to the disposition of what may be ealled the
mechanical parts of defence. The fire from
& work may to called direct when it is per.
pendicular to the face of tho work or lineat
which it is aimed ; slant, when it makes an
angle of 30 degrees thorewith; enfilading,
when it is on tho prolongation thereof ; re.
verse, when it is in the rear of the line, and
across firo when 2 given space is covered
by thelino of firo of several pioces of artil-
lery which intersect or cross ewch other over
it,

Tho third division consists of tho rolation
of parls, aud as there exists a necessary
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subordination botween tho site, command
and relief of works which prevents tho di-
monsions of the one from belng regulated in-
dependontly of tho other, «o the governing
unit in constructing n work is tho interior
crost, beeause it conneets the column of fire
for the defence and the extent is governad
by tho nemamont sud forco necessary to de-
foud them. It may bo stated cenernlly
that the faces should vary between thirly
and cighty yards; flanks, between tiventy
and forly yawds, aml tho curtain should
nover bo loss inlength than twelvo times the
roliel,

Inorduer to estabhish tho co relntions bo-
tween the different ports of any iolated
worlie or any sysiam of tield fortifications it
will bo necossary Lo obsorvae that, flanked
dispositions shiould bo the basis of the plan
of all intrenchments, ULocauso tho flanks
sweep with their firo the ground in front of
tho faces, defonds tho portions of the works
without firo and covers tho dead angles,
cross thoir firo In front of the salients and
command an oniemy’s flank in case of attnck.
No nnglo of defence should bo less then (0
or moro than 110 degrees.  An acute angle
oxposes the faco to tho five of the flanks in
stead of enfilading it; an obluse angle
loaves a portion of the ground in its front
undefended. ‘The rule that should be ob-
served is to make all the angles of defence
so open that tho firo of the Hmks may be
thrown from just within the counterscarp
outwarda, tho object being to check an as
sault Lefore veaching the diteh, which should
be by & Lody of infantry detuled for thu
purposo and supported by field picees at
tho angles between the faces and flink A
line of defence should not exceed 300 yards.
This 18 limited by tho skill of the soldier; on
tho average there can be r » doubt wo have
good mirks-aen up to 600 ynrds, but half
that distance is suflicient to test their ability
under the excitoment, noiso and smoko of
an action. [he shorter the line of defence
then where the flanking dispositions are
gooad, the longer will the asssailunt be ex-
poscd before ho can reach the works and
tho greater will be the possibility of check-
ing him, .\ salient angle should not bo less
than 00 degrees; the space enclused by an

:acutoangle is too confined for manoeuvring

troops ; when s fuces are not flanked
there will be a l.rge section without fire in
front ol it and tho position an assailant can
take up to enfilade cither face are more
favorable to him as his guns is thrown
further from snd are exposed to a less direct
firc of tho adjwcent fuce and of any other
parts of the fortification adjicent to the faco
against which he is operating than if the
salient were an obtuso angle.

A strong profile is necessary to a vigorous
dofence. Taking tho heaviest gun that will
be used in field operations as a 25.pounder
its solid shot will penotrato to a depth of
about cight feet in & new emabankment atl
ranye of 600 yards; tlus will roughly deter-

mino the thickness of the parapet which
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should bo about one.half grcntcl, or nuy 12
fool, its roliof or huight abiove tho bottom of
tho ditch would be, as proviously dexeribed,
18 feed, and if ordinary care was exercised
fn arrangingan abbatis on tho slopo of the
glacis a ditch of the depth which thoso pro-
portions domands conld not bho nttained
without groat loss on tho part of tho assiil-
ant, and at that point his real troubles
would begin: if tho scarp was propetly
fealsed, the diteh palisaded and defonded, it
would require great and prolonged exertions
to reach tho crest of tho paeapaet which could
only bo hoped for from tho completo ex
haustion of tho dofenders.,

Ficld works may bo classed under thiee
hoads —Thosa which aro only assailablo in
front: those which aro assailable in front
and on the flanks; those which a.0 awsail-
ablo ou all sides. '.l ho works nccessary fur
dofenco of tho first may ko of tho simplest
description but must partako of the flanked
disposition for the purpose of Lringing »
cross firo to Lear on the hiend and flanks of
an advancing column.  The plan of dofence
for tho second admits of great variety 3 tho
simplest being o redan—two sides ol a ui-
anglo covering thoe front and flanks open in
tho rear ~its fuces should beso divected as
to sweep tho approaches to the f1inky, but it
is weak at the angular point, and il this is
only 6U degrees nothing Lut an oblique line
of firo can bo brought to Lear on the salient
which thus becomes a scction without fire
for thoassailed.  To remedy thisa part of
the salient is filled in g0 s to form aline
perpendicular to  the capital (which our
readers will remember is a line bisecting the
angle of the salicnt) thus forming a short
lin» of defence anl giving & direct fire in
prolongation of tho capital; this line is
calied a pan coupee. 1f the fuces of the redan
cannot be pluced so as to thoroughly com.
mand the flanks orif the approachesihereto
oxtend towards tho renr the plan mnay be
what is known as a I’riest cap, having in-
stead of the pan cuupee a ro-entermng angle
placed in tho salient. If in caso tho ap.
proaches cannot Lo reached oxcept by an
oblique fire from the faces of the redan, a
flauk line isadded thus giving two fuces and
two flanks to (he works; it is termed a
tunette, connected with another work of the
samo kind by a curtain, the work becomnes n
serios of lunctle bastions and is the most ap.
proved work for covering a position except
tho segmental bas.ion.

The works demanded by the third cuso
aro enclosed on all sides and m.y be
kuown as redoubts, star forts and bastioned
forts. A redoubt may consist of any num-
bar of sides, It has scctivns without fire at
allits angles and its ditch must be defonded
independently being . doad space through.
out,

‘The star fort consists of a polygon having
alternately salient and re.entering angles.
The object is to obtuin cross fires on the ap-
proaches upon the salients aud (o remove
{hgdead spaco in the ditch at the sulicg
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and this can only ho cffected in star forts
having at lenst cight salients, whon thosa
are limited to 60 degrees tho re-cutoring
ungles become too obtuse to admit any but
a very oblique fivo in dircotion of tho
snlionts. It is somctimea constructed by
placing reduns in the middlo faces of a
squaro thus giving allernate salients of 60
and 90 degreos.  From its imporfect ffink:
ing it is not superior to tho redoubt. whilo
it presents o tuch longer line of defence.

T'ho bastioned fort lus bean devised to
romedy the dofective flinking dispositions
of tho other classes of works, It miny con
sist of u polygon of nny number of sides, but
for lield fortitications cither tho square or
poitagon is gonerally preforred ag they are
moro easily constructed, “To lny out a work
of this kind a square or pontagon is Jaid out
and the xdes biscoled by perpendiculars, a
distanco of ono cight of citch sido is sot off’
un tho perpondicular in tho square or one.
soventh in the polygon, from the angular
points of tho squure or polygon lines meo
drawn through tho poiuts so sett off—those
give tho direction of tho facesof the bastions
and lines «of defenco, from tho angulor
points nlong the lines of tho .ces ordofence,
distances cqual to two sevenths of the side
aro sct oft’ which detine the length o' the
faces; from tho extremily of tho faces
tho flanks are drawn perpendicular to or
making an anglo of 110 degroes therewith
il thoy intersect the protongation of the op-
posito lines of defenco, The line connect-
ing thoir oxtremities is the curtain. The
lino connecting tho salients is termed tho
exterior side, the line bisecting it the perpen-
dicular, the anglo at the salient the jlanked
angle, that between the faco and exterior
side tho diminished anyle, that formed by a
face and flank the shoulder angle, that be.
twoen thoe lwmk and tho curtain tho angle of
the curtain. ‘Tho porlion of the work in-
cludod between the cupitals of two adjicent
bastions is donominated a bustioncd frond,
or simply a front.

Aun oxemination of this plan will show
that tho counterscarp of the ditch iflsid out
paraliel to tho intetior crest forms a dead
anglo along each face near the shoulder. To
obviate this the counterscarpsof the fuces
must be prolonged to intersect and tho
space bolween them and tho scarps of the
flanks and curtain must be excavated, thus
affording room for epaulements to cover field
pieces for the defenco of tho ditch, in the
case before named the exterior sides should
not oxceed threc hundred yards, the fuces
cighty-five yards, flanks noarly forty
yards and curtains ono hundred and twenty
yards, As those works must be defended
by infantry as well as artillery tho area they
coyer should be sufficient to enable the ne
cessary number of troops to be manoeuvr-
ed therein; each gun will occupy seven
yards along the parapet and each man one
yard, Tolodge each mun tw, square yards
will be necessary and ¢ixly square yards
hiould be allowed for each gun, Allowances
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should b mndo for traverses ad powder
mngazines. ‘Tho allowanco for a magazine
for four guns nivy bo estimated at twonty
grpuare yards

A tield Tort of this description shonld roly |
entircly on fts own strength and should Lo
constructed withsuch caro that an cifomy will
bo forced 1o abandon any attempt Lo storm
it and resort to regular spproaches. o of
feet all this the ground around the fort
within rango of canuon should b cleared so
us to ofivr no shelter to the enemy and the
ditches  should Lo thaioughly {Linked
throughout,

Wa commence the publiontion m ths is-
stuo of the oullines of u lecture on the “Swiss
Military System,” delivered bieforo the Royal
United Service Institution and published in
tho journals of tht society by M. Hotaze,
who appears to have been assisted by M.
Frederich von Martini, the wventoy of the
greater portion of tho nitle kunown as the
coartini-Honry. M. totzo has served in
tho Swiss army aud, therofore, describes
what ho is practically ncquminted with, The
study of all tho systems under which an
armed nationality is organized is of great
practical interest to ourselyes, engaged as
wo have been for some years in the solution
of the great social problem of modern dnys,
and tho more smply the detuils of those sys-
tems aro disclosed tho better reason we
havo fora lively expression of our faith in
the triminph of tho system which has been
devised by native Canadian genius develop-
ed by nativetalent, through aclewr npprecia.
tion of the old maxim mediwm (ennure beati
by which we have avoided the extremo of
military despotism in tho ono case and the
laxity of Militia organization and discpline
on the ather, secuting the advantages of the
first without its burthens and uvoiding the
errors of the latter without encroaching on
tho individual liberty of the subject. A
careful study of this lecturo will convince
the Canadian reader that thero is no featuro
of the Swiss system winch wo could ddopt
with profit, and that in reality as far us orga-
rization is concetned wo have nothing to
learn from any other system which may be
well adapted to the people for whose benefit
it.is dovired, Lut of no use to us to which
its provisions could not be applied with any
advantage.  An ecarncstaess of purpose in
developing our own organization is all that
is necessary to its complete success and that
spirit is growing amongst our population
with sufficient mpidity.

Tacties is the scienco of muanocuyres and
evclations directed by gonius, and courage
secures v.ctory, and by their proper direc
tion establishies the character of the accom:-
plished soldier, A thorough knowledgo of
the theory of military science is requisite to
make a good « flicer, and when it is consider-
1d that a person in thut capacity deals with

the most precious property his country pos.
sesses—the lives of its people—it will be
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oadily ndmitted that ignoranco s a crumm.
ality of tho durke<t anl deepest dye. The
linat of a series of urticles on taclics nppowmr s
wt this issite and theattention of ourronders
is cepeccially diccetedd to thisimportant branch
of pratessional kuswledgo of which no ofticer
of tho Cmadian arty shiould bo ignorant.
Modern warluro lus established thoe fact
thit tho company is tho tactical unit and,
thereforn, tho duty of a thorough practical
knowledgo of cvery manocuvio possiblo 1n
tho ticld should bo acquired not only by the
captain commanding but by his subaltovis
and by every officer of whatever rank who
mny at any timo bo called to dircet tho of
forts of his comrades, and who is nssuredly
accountable for any lives which may bo lost
through his igaotanco or incapacity. Wo
recommend the caretul study of thoso srt
cles toonr readers

* Hxwe oy T Sr. Lawngyes,— Wo under
stand that the steam tug for assisting ves
sols up tho St. Mary’s current will bo rendy
at the opening of navigation, the contract
for the construction of the machinery there-
for having been awarded to E. E. Gilbert of
the Cannda Engino Works. ‘Tho mnchinery
which wilt bosomewhat similur tothat which
has for someo timo been extensively used on
the Ithino nnd other rivers in Europe, will
consist of a largoe cylindor and a very power-
ful engino to work it, tho whole boing plac-
cd upon an ordinary boat. The only other
requisite is a long chain or wiro ropo, as the
caso may be.  This chain, ono end of whish
will be made fast to some point near tho up-
por part of tho harbour, will pass over tho
foro part of tho tug, and aftor being wound
soveral times around tho cylinder will pass
out at tho other ond and extond along tho
bed of the river to the foot of tho current.
‘I'his constitutes tho wholo apparatus. The
tug boat, of course, will thon move ecither
up or down the river acording to tho way tho
cylinder rovolves, and as tho engines will bo
very powerful, if so desired, soveral ships,
by attaching themselves to the boat, can he
brought up the current together without the
groat loss of timo aund oullay of moncy
hitherto necessary, The total cost of tho
machinery, chain, &c., will bo probably
somewhero in the neighborhood of £35,000
or $40,000, and if it prove n success 1t will
be money well invested as the ditliculty and
expenso incurred herotofore in surmount-
ing the current have been among the great
drawbncks to the Montreal harbor. It might
nt first sight appear that this chain oxtend
ing nlong the ~hannel of the river would be
an impediment to navigation gonerally;
but its immenso weight will, it is said, with
even o sevore strain upon it, ensure its lying
deop in the water, except, of course, imne-
diately at the ends of the boat.

Whatever is dono to lesaen the difficulties
and expenses of the navigation of the river,
increases tho trade and prosperity of Cana-
da, and Montreal in particular, so that our
merchnnts, whose interests are specially in-
volved, should make overy c¢nleavour to
procure the furthor improvements of deep
ening tho channel, a more satisfactory sys-
tem of pilotage, enlargement of the Wel
land Canal, and, in fact, give their aid to
every work which would promote the com-
merco of the river and tend to attract a largo
shara of the western trade down tho Sty Law-
rence, its natural highway to the ocean,”—
Witness.

Tue above extract furnishes conclusive
evidence that the true port of Montreal is
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not exactly in front of the city. In fact, at
tho Bouto do L'isle, sixteon milos bolow tho
aity at the junotion of tho mnin branoch of
the Ottawa river with tho St. Lawrence, tho
sito of tho ocoan harbor of thiochiefcommor-
cinl city of Canada wilibo found. Individual
sclfishness will postpone this consummation
but tho stern logis of ovents will evontually
bo more powerful than tho influsnce of land
speculintors.

T veport of Genoral Humphreys, com
1 wmding United States Enginoer Corps, laya
down tho following principles for tho fortih.
eation of tho sea coast and lako frontiors:

Fiest. ‘Lo confine tho now constructions to
powerful Larbetlo Latterios in carth and
#and, thoroughly pnotected by traversesand
parados, and to modily existing barbotte
batteries sons to Lring them to tho neces.
savy standard of strongth and oflicioncy.

Second. ‘'o substituto us far aspracticablo
e pressing gun carriages for those that ox.
poso tho armamentand cannoniers above the
parapet.

Third, To ke hlieral use of heavy mor
tars.

Fourth, To employ torpedues as acces-
sorios in tho defonco of tho chiaunel wiys
and approachies to the harbors.

Fifth. ‘l'e uze obstructions aad floaling
batteries to retiin tho enemy heforo the
guns of the littoral batteries; and

Sixth, To uso in tho batteries the most
powerful guus of modern ordnance.

What my be ealled the novel features of
tho scheas wio ilg first and second proposi
tinns—b ubettebatteries and depressing gun
carriages 1leavy ncmaments must of neces-
sily be sa%-tiauted in oider to give evena
chance of dd{unze, becauso an unarmoured
vessel wail hiailiy dare to assail any mound
that can shelter n gun.  Obstructions in a
channel iy Yo of use but should at loast
bo thiee ..l ofl the objestive point to be
effectne.  Tospudoes for inner defence, af.
ter o battery has been passed, and for uso
i narrow chanuels whero they cn Lo mov-
cd and managed is all very well; nodorn
experience goes to provoe they arc not of
much yalue in a roadstead as they cannot
be moored with cerlainty. Floating batteries
shot and shell proof, with heavy armaments
and having their own motive power would
bo the most effoctive of all defences com
manding a narrow ckannol in comparatively
smooth water thay could reither bo passed
nor evadedand a uavglaction musi be fought
by which they would beerippled or silenced
beforo any damage could be inflicted on the
post defended; supporled by ghore batter-
ies in proper positions, it is very doubtful,
mdeed, if any description of armored vessel
could force such formidable defences or
would try to do so. Such batteries would
possess immeuse alvantages over tho best
won clad Wflu .t unsuch a8 they could be
designed neurly flat bottomed and able to
carry o far greater weight of armor with
power to mount more guns than a sea going
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iron.clad of tho samo beam. Morcover, all
othur things beoing cqual, the draught of
wator need not bo moro than half, so that
ramming would Lo imposmble and the iron
clad would hava to fight under ovory disad
vantago if fight sho must. ‘Tho subject, how-
ever, covors a groat deal of ground; its con-
sidoration is of vory groat importance to us
as it proves that our coast or rather lake
frontier defences ara within qur own means
of construction. Earthworks aro always
questions of very limited time.

“An important reform in the military
organization of Switzerland has beon votod
by the Fodoral Assombly. Although the
Republic succeceded by dint of groat notivi.
ty in placing o respoctablo forco in the
ticld during tho Franco-Prussian war, It has
not been thoroughly satisfied with its own
performance, A commission has, there
fore boon inquiring into the Army organiz
tion of the Helvetian Republic, and have
put forward their ** Roport,” which recom-
mends that tho Fedoral authorities hould
bo invested with the supreiuo conti .over
the military resources of tho State. This
report has now been ndopted notwithstard.
ing a strong opposition which sprung up
from the French cantons, who foared that
their intorests would bo swamped by the
Gergian-spenking districts. But the oppost
tion to the new policy has been overridden,
Ilic organisation of the Army of tho clvet-
inn Republic will in futuro Lo undor the ex
clusive control of tho Federal Assemblies.
Every Swisa between tho ages ot twenty and
forty-four will beliable to militery Service,
and the troops of cach canton will beso or
ganised that ™ oach district will form & unit
tor tactical purposes.

Tho poople of Canada should bo very well
pleased with their military organization, tho
leading features of which have beon copied
by the Swiss Federal Government, and those
aro, the liability to service, creation of Mili-
tary Districts and the control of the wholo
force by tho general Government. [lither-
to it had been Stated that tho most perfect
natlonal organization in tho world was to be
found in Switzerland and it was scriously re
commended for adoption in this countryand
Great Britain  Up to th. present, however,
it has been rather the Militia of the separale
Cantons organized under compulsion and
brought to nct together by tho inherent
patriotism of the peoplo at timesof danger,
than a well devised system of military orga.
nization, having within its units that com
pleteness which renders an army efficient
and which must in a special degree form
the essentialsof an armed nationality. In-
stead of having to borrow any i{deas on the
subject from tho Swiss we have been enabl-
ed to demonstrato that in Canada a system
suited to the people could be worked out by
native talent by which all the different
problems surrounding this yquestioa were
successfully solved, and we wero thus enabl
ed to give the world a praclical examplo of
what had been nccomplished of which the
Swiss were not alow to avail themselves. It
avould afford the people of Canada sincere
satisfaction to find that Greal Britain in her
efforts after army reorganization.had recog

nizod the true principlcs on which any efii
ciont system for that purposo must bo bas.
ad, aud instoad of looking to forcign dos.
potisms for modes of organization which will
not suit a fice peoplo, aclopt tho system that
has been practically tosted by her subjects

in Nortlh Amerion,
et g ——————

St Sravveonnd Nonzucotre has beon lectur-
ing nt Exotor on * Foreigh Correspondenco'
and in the course of his remarks made nl
lusion to (ho foreign and colonial relations
of Great Britain noticing particularly the do-
velopment of the means of communication
and the great inorease in tho population of
tho colonies during tho past half century.
Noticing that Canadn brought England
nlongside thut grent and increasing power tho
United Slates, of whose prowess Sir Stafford
appears, liko all modern English opticians,
to bo somoewhnt afvaid and whoso wrath he
would depreeato at any sacrifice. 1o guvo
his audicnce the infarawation thut Canada
should enlarge her canals for the purpuso of
transmitling the freight of the Western
States to market snd that the navigation of
tho St. Lawrence should bo open on a re.
ciprocal basis to both parties. It is not at
alt wonderful that a member of the Joint
High Commission should hold such views
and it is quito safo to promulgate them threo
thousand miles from the loeality where their
value could bo appreciated, but it is a little
too much to hicer n man who has got credit
for having some practical wisdom advise tho
amalgamation of our railways wilh these of
the Uniled States for the express purpose
of facilitating their commercial operations
atour own expense. As an ejuivalent for
tho navigation of the St. Lawrenco the Joint
Commission can show us nothing except a
right, if it bo ono, of ascending a river in thy
arctioc rogions when the glacial epoch in that
latitude makes the navigation possible, and
he had better advise the British Ministry to
DAy the cost of enlarging thoss Cunals for
their doarly loved friends whose amiable
qualities thoy have so auddenly disoovered.

As a part of the programme of confeders
tion and one of its conditions, tho people of
Canada will bo obliged to enlarge those
canals, but it will not be done for the sole
reason that the Western States are anxious
to get their freight through them at our ex:
pense. When Sir Stafford and his fellow.
commissioners were 80 lavishly disposing of
Canadian rights they seemed entirely to for.
get that there was such a thing as coasting
laws in the Uniled States as well'as a protec
tive tanft, and that class interests was more
cared for and stronger there than in Eng.
land; in fact, that a serics of rings made
monopolies possible, and that no law devis
ed by man can reach an evil of such mag
nitude, and, therefore, that if we open our
canals on a rceiprocal understanding we
shall not only get no portion of the cur
rying trade of the United States but will
most assuredly loze our own; and the pro
posed raihvayamalgamation would be equiv
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alent to anmexation. Wo do not know 'to acquaint you that tho Canadians wore _tho 1louso of Jords. It is tho republica-
whothor Sir Stafford Northeoto would con successful In w uning many Prizos; and by ' tion of the Leonard Scott Publishing Con-
sider that an unmixed ovil, but we do know | thoir good con luct nnd soldierly boaring Fpwy. 140 Fulton Streot, East Broadway,
the peoplo of Canada would, and our prayer | miade n wost {worablo impression while in | New York.
is that thoy may bo dclivered from friends ' England. ‘ y ‘Through tho courtesy of Messors, John
of his stamp. Ono of the, I'tizes, a Cup of one hundred | purio and Son, our cntarprising publishers,
T —— ‘8“'"01‘5 presented Ly me, and won by the | we aro enabled to give our readors an idea
Str Peten Tair, M.P, has forwarded to !'l'eam, I have now tho ploasuro to transmit of what tho addition to tho Dominion
the Hon. Sir Q. E. Cartier, Bact., Minister of | to you by tho hands of Colonel Skinner,and  yieriodical litorature The Canadian Monthly
Militin and Dofenco, n magnificent silver ‘slmll fecl obliged i you will kindly retain ' qnd National Revfete, really is, A poriod.
vaso as a prizo for riflo competition. Itis 'custodyot‘ tho Cup until ashiort poril priov el of ninoty-six pages of beautifuily got
in abapo somothing like tho celebrated War | (o tho uext Annual Matehies ol the Ontario ,up lettor prossin a LFrench groy cover, of
wiclk Vuso and stands on o podestnl of polish | Riflo Association, and then hand it over 10 tho sizo af the Edinburgh Review, with o very
ad obony mounted with silver. "L'he plinth " the Lienut Governor of the Province ol Un  cyeditablo display of literary ability and n
of tho pedostal is squaro; thecolumm having “tario, so that the samo may be again com  yyodest introductory addrass, 1s o dosirablo
tho cornors cut ofF is oclagonil presenting 'peted for nt theso Matches in terms of the addition to our native litoraturo which it 1s
four largo and four small faces, the foot of | condlitions ongraved on the Cup. expressly designed to foster, with a Catho-

the vase is circalar and the haadles, which I have the honor to be, Sir, lic impartiality to the indiviual opinion of
aro highly chased, springs from sams Your most obediont Sevvant, its contributors and n patriotic desire to fos-
tieads. Wreaths of roses, thistles, sham (Signod), Prris Fatt. | ter native talont. Tho arlicles aro of a Ligh
rocksaud maplo leavesin low reliof ndarn the { Hon. Sir Geo. E. Curtier, Bart., character by the groatest names in the rolt
sides leaving two large spicos on ono of  Minister of Militin and Defence, of Canada’s littorary men, as Charles Lind-.
which is the fallowing inseription:—'In Ottawa. _say. Danicl Wilson, 8. J. Watson, Miass
commomorationof tho visitf Lieut.-Colonel N o ]S(I):’\T'S{‘;‘ ‘5‘03‘8}5‘;32::’”@;{&‘?l"l.°5g:r‘:iﬁ::"["‘:}_
Skinner und his ‘Team to Wimbledon, 1531, Dieawrssxt oe Mitinia Asp Divsxce, ; \Col. G. T. Denison, jr., W. J. Anderson, Jno
Prosented by Siv  Peter Taio, D. 1. to UtTaws, January Sth, 1871 Roado and others, they are :—Tho Traaty of

the Militia of the Dominion of Canada, To ' \ ‘5"“ i=Lam .d.ir.ccted by the Honorable the | Washington; Marching out; Anno Hatha.
bo shot for annually by ten members from ’.Iinister of Militia and Defenco to ackn‘?w‘ 11‘:1’), ;Ciﬂzg?u?!;n'ihrf&?‘i?\ I{vr;%l:r'; :.:o
- any corps of Mihitin 11 the Donunwon at 200, ;ledgo tho roceipt of your letter of the 2nd ] P > 0; 0

- ) : Mocking Bird; the Cavalry Chargesat S
500 and 600 yards; 7 shots at eaci range, Nov. last, aud to assure you that he is highly ‘dnn; “,i Cons'o\at'\ons of Syc'xencog; Curio:'l-

and to remain in the custody of tho Licut.- lple:\scd to learn that during the visit of the | 4iye of Canadian Literaturo; Paolo and Fran-
Governor of the Province of the winning 'leam of Oatario Riflemen to England to tako jcescy; an historical night in the old Cana
eorps for tho [imo being. ThO compeuuon 'PJl"- in the Annual Compolilion at Wimblo 'd"'n P‘“‘]lamonti LO\'G n De"‘t’h ) '['ramla

N =nadi . T tions and Selections; Book roviews and
oach year to bo at tho Provincial Match of d?n, tho C..n:xdnms ware successful in mn(i !Literary Notices, Thoe Canadian Wonthly
the Province hoiding the cup.” ning many Drizes, and that by their goo ‘is publishod by Adam Stevenson and Co.,

+

.On cach of the four larger faces of the |‘3°"du‘=t and soldierly bearing they midoa ntTIOI‘O;IIw. pﬁzﬂ;y% 0100;;9-

. . , : : 3 \ Tho Montreal Weekly Transcript ins boen
sodestsl aro silver shiolds ono bearing the | fevorable impressioa whilo there. Tho Mantre 4 it i
1 g I'ho magoificont Cup presented by you 'oonsldembly improvod and extended , it is

arms of the Dominion of Canada, an . - printed in nearly tho samo shapo as tho
other having the following inscription : — |And won by the tomn, has also been recelv. | yropexreen Review, containing twenty pagas

“Won by Capt. Alex. McCloneghan, 22nd 1 #d by him through the hands of Col. Skinner. [ of well got up lotter press.  Tho tone of its
Battalion, Oxford Tufles, at tho mectung of.lle desires mo to tender to you lus bLest ‘1701'113031 articles aro decidedly in favor of

the National Rifle Association helit at Wim. | thanks for your munificent present, and to igg&%ggdf:i%ol?gl:c?;;eg? tiﬁoc%';‘l';:‘:'fg:‘
bledon, 1871." The other two are vicant |assure you that ho highly appreciates tho forgetting that it is but an arrangement for

but tho future winners names will be insrib- dcop interest taken by yowr in tho Riflemen jimmediate annexation, a desire ‘for which
ed thereon. Upposite the smaller faces ‘of vanada. Mo wiil have much pleasure in jmay exist as.ashe[nhmonlt aénongst. a olass ot
on & prolongation of tue phnth of tho jtakingcharge ofit, and injretaming it in lus | Visionaties in dontreal, but would not bo

. entertained in anyshapo by the Canadian
pedestal are four figures 1n bronze of rifle. 'cuslody unlil a short period previous to the I people. Iaving o tho?ougl:; knowledge of

men at *attontion,” and the hd or cover (Annual Matches of tho Ontario Rifls As30 | the opinions of our agricultural population
of the vaso 1s surmounted by a beaver. 'ciation, when he nill hand it over to tho  we know of no subject so sure cf getting 1ts
There 1s also a spare final which was used Lieutenant Guvernor of the Frovinco of Un- ,advocates a broken head in the rural dis

. : tricts than that of an equalization of cu
m England, it 1s » largo acorn m silver tatio, to bo competed for in terms of tho ltoms duties with tho %qnit,ed States, and it

surrounded by oak leaves and a cluster of jconditions engraved on it. ) |argues gross want of thought in tho pro-
smallor acorns. Tho whole stands two feet ; I huve the honor to be, Sir, .pounderstf t}mt 00!(115%086 tﬁsuppo;e that
; : . Your obedicnt Servant the Canadian farmer did not kuow the dif
nine mches.m hf}xght of w l‘uoh the p~cdestal o e l-l" auty feronce between five dollars por capita, por
moasures nine inches. Tho vase is nine (3igned), §; Gro. FuTvore, | d thi \
| N Akt ’ aunum, and over fAirleen dollars. The
mches m width and one foot mne inches | Del""j\!‘f“su"' of Militis anl Defence.  y pranseript is ontirely atseaif it fancies thero
across the uandles. ;oir Peter Tait. :are any admirers of independence outside of
The Jol[owing correapoundonco relates | Lomdon, England. |Montreal. Ifthe pOOplO of England arede-

termined tocast British North America adrift
I they will tell us 80 and we shall then deter-

theroto. The delay in answering Sir Peter | —

‘I'nit's letter aroso from tha fuct that the | REVIEWS. i mine what to do. The Times in this case is
vaso only reached the hands of the Honor-y , . ) {no more the organ of the British people than
able the Minister of Militia a few days ago. | the Cunudiaa Illuslmlcld News for J.tll’l. lh% !7 ranscrgﬁ ;_s :1[: thbeunngLaxt.the o
and accompaisies e ueneral foeling throughou un
Sir Peter Tait has presonted a princely gift |2'-;' Il::é:ld!'r;.:';u:‘?l:‘;f“l]l‘151E:u“1[;;:“;|:osi try in the ovent ofou[r;oeasing o com
to the Canadinn army. pen . ' 'Wg v vl ig ponent part of the empire, is to seck under
Soutnwank Staret, Loxnos, ) e Prince of ales s limited monarchy thatorder and security
2nd November, 1871. y | Blackwood for December contams :—The yWhich can never be found amidst the tur.

S1r:—Having reference to thorecent visit | Maid of Sker; Moro Itoba di Roma; the !“"‘,‘:l‘v’i‘;‘:o‘:ﬂwg:ng u{‘;&‘;t;“é;‘:ng‘e’:g;‘f‘:lf:-
of the Team of Ontario Riflemen to this jtwo Mrs., Scudamores ; Cornelius O’ Dowd ; | cosss but his prosperity will bo,short lived
country, to take part in the Annual Compe- | Unreflecting childhood and age: Gerty's |if he continues to advocate notorious fala:

tition at Wimbledon, 1t affords me pleasure Necklace; French homo Ifo; Illustration; cies.
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AN OLD DRINKING BONG,

{Thero are fow guabitcr blic of 0ld Foglish than
the follenwing drinking song, loug out of print,
and only found in some occtstonnt blank letter
solutne. 1tacoms to tune been the 4~s|n-vlic'l pro-
perty of a clubof topes I ¢ Little Rritain, Lon-
don,” Its orlaii tates back at leust three cen.
turiex, ‘The carcful reader witl scee o atrong tine
dertone of temperance lecttre Iying veneath the
rollleking  arfuce-fan.}

1 cmnot eat but Iytle meate,
A stomacke is not g,
But'sure T thicke that 1 can driade
With hilm that woears n hood,
Though 1 zo bare tuke y ¢ no care,
1 nothing amn a coltle,
I studl my sky s so fult within,
OF a1y goodale and olde,

CcHones,

HBack and syde go bare, 2o hare,

s foule ssnd hawd go colde,

Bt belly, God setd (e good ale yuonlh
Whether it be new or olde.

[ love no rast, but a nut hrown toste,
And a crb lald in the {y1e,

Alytle shiall 2o me steade,
Aluch bread 1 do not dexyros

No front stor snowe, nor wind I trone,
Can bartmee (05 welde,

1t soawmpt atd threwiy lagt
UrJolly ool ale and olde.

Baek and sidego bate, K¢

Anl Tab my wife, tiut as her lyae,
Loveth well o xlale to seeRe,

£ ull oftdnnked stice, (VI YE nay e
The tears mn down hier theeke.

Then doth she troule o e the bowle,
Even as nmauit worme xholde,

And saythe sweele iarte 1 took mny jarie
Of tats jolly guod atleand oide.

2ack antl stde go bare, Lo,

Now et themdrinke, tillthes sslandwank,
Fven as goade feflaws shioutd ofo,

They shall not mysse to base the hiyess
Good ale doth Uring ta men.

Audall poorsoutestiint havescow rd howles
Or have thenlustlly troltle,

Oixisave the lyves of them aod ther waes,
Whethier they be yonge or olde.

Dack and side go bare, &c.
- ————— e n
CAPT. STRANGE ON PRACTICAL ARTIL-
LERY.

(coxcrLrprn.)

Lhve mds the amountof apaunition
approxmn sie 3« much as possible 1o that al-
ready allowe.l. and have assimilated the
system of ~ering to that laid down by the
National Arts'l v Association, at Shoebury
ness which wuis without trouble in the
Volunteer Antillery competitive practice.

1 wish to s attention {0 what T take to
be a Llot in our system of artillery—viz,
that thouy's the instractors very justly re-
ceive oxtra p ¥ for extra work, the pupils
have no rewar-lorinducement. Intheranks
are mingled thosewho cannot read the fig
ures on a fu~e or tangent scale, and others
of excellent adneation, great natural powers
and quickness ¢ sight. It must be most

repretiensible to have no system of selec
tion for marksmen and range-finders, and
to 31;p]y the same dull routine of lminingi
10 all.

Womnll know that non commi«inun~l offi
cers are sclected for many exe Hent qual
ties with which gunnery proficieney his ro '
thing todo. Thero isan utter disheliefin
all gunnery notnocessary forstmight shoat- |
ing among a few artillery officers. whose
prefessional cducation censed before the in
troduction of modern weapons.  The sooner
this opinion is honestly expressed and ot
sucd outin black and white, the better for
the English people; for the gnestion, theugh
it takes its rise from 2 smull portion of the
service, has nstiopal issues. Tam glad to
say that a ear wittee Ims heen appointed o
decide uprm o details of a system of selec
tion and prizes. l

Tho carrison artillerym-n is vudvubledls
the soldier of most varird acenmiplishments; {
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from him s required the steadiness of a |

guard=mun, the keenness of the riflomaun,
combined with the rough and reedy cnergy
of n saflor in handling heavy weights, ropes,
tackles, nnd  mechanical appliances, toge-
ther with o knowledgo of the varied armn-
ments and stores of the Arullery service.
Laying, loady, adjusting the fuze, point-
ing and firing his gun, are the least arduous
and important of his duties. ‘Tho monster
modern guns of 12, 18, 25, and even 33 tons
havo first to bo mounted intide on the top
of casemates, by means oy guns, shears
bhedraulic lifts, inclined  planes, &e. In

war, disabled guns and carriages would !

have to be removed and replaced, without
the aid of gyns or shears, too conspicuous
for use witlun range of rifled guns. A whole
front may have to be disarme:d with all pos-
siblo despateh, and the guwns, carriages, and
platforms transferred to another face, ex-
posed to the real pressure of attack appre-
hended from another guarter.

Qur actillery oflicers, sent in more liber:t)
times to acquire .nformation on the Conti
nent, tell us that they saw this operation
performed 12 an incredivly short time, at
the aunual inspection by an artillery general
in Russia, where the fortresscs are mvariably
under the command of an artillery ¢r eagi-
neer oflicer. Repairing damaged cmbeas-
ures and platforms, rasing and thickening
parapets, putting an extra layer of earth on
bomb proof and magazines, esseuntially ar-
tillery dutics supposed to be perforized by
engineers, would in the exigencies of war
have to be carried out by artillery, assisted
with infantry. It is to be regretied that
classes of artillery are not sent down (o
Chatham, to profit by the siege operations
carricd on there.  The instiuction ar the
School of Gunaery, Shoo suryness, is most
excellent; but thero 1 no fortress to be-
siege, and it seems 2 pity Lo carry onin-
struction:l siege opetations withiout gun-
ners.

Military bridging and mafting for the trans.
port of heavy ordunance, as well as embark-
ing guus. form part of the admirably practi-
tical Shocburyness course; for it is most im
portant in war that artillery should oo self-
relant, and not obstruct the bridges made
for the rest of the army by the Engineer
Tram, who are not, however, always at hand
in wminor operagjons, where the artillery
mast fall back upon their own ressurces.

In all wine-growing and  beer drinking
countries, casks are always procurable, and.
together with thie salt pork. tlour, and ecmpty
ruwy casks of the comumssaniat, are at band.
These, with a lashed superstructure of raf-
ters and floors from adjicent houses, form
rafts capable of transporting the heaviest
artihiery with its ammaunition, caniages, har.
ness, &c.  lHorses are swum across, or can
turd where the water would cover the am-
munition boxes.

The Prussian retrospect conmments on the
inactivity of the aruiliery of an arny corps
on the wrong side of the river Brstritz,
the absence of the pontoon trwin.  Itis un-
furtunate that this sort of service is scarcely
1coogu zed by us or caleulated upon, and
has only been oceasionally performied on

' emergency by somo unusually self reliant

officer.

Qur silver styeak remlens the disembarka-
tion of artillcry a perpetually recurring
event.  Ably as we have been assisted by
our brother blue jackets of the Navy, our
artillery in futare wars will Le more than
wrer scif helpful, thankstoShocburyness.

Being fond of false cconomy, we have
nzver commenced 2 siege nith an adequate
stege train, but as the sea must be our base
of operati=ns, we bave always fallen Lack

(Jaxvany 15, 1872

upon the Navy for guns; these and their
carriages not being suitable for going across
‘tl:o country, have tu ha taken 1o the frout
1 by vasioas expedients, which require that

tho Itoyal Artitleryman and his friend Jack
should be, a:1d have proved themselves, the
most indefutigable and shilty of mortals,

But Jack and his guns cannot Lo in two
places at once. It is not probable thiat the
ywithdeawal of sailors and guns from the
IFreuch fleet is tho reason why, hike our own
lin the Crimea, thouglh rendering gloinus
| service on shore, it can scarcely beo sail 10
havo achieved much on its own clement ?

Whe . it is considered that artitlery im-

provements must Lo rapidly progressive,
and that it would Lo impolitic, if not impos.
_sible, to reeall from distant stations. and re-

Jjeet for service, guns and stores ol a compa.
ratively old but searcely less efficient pat
ctern, it is the li-m conviction of artillery
'otiicers best nequainted with the service,
that the Iloyal Artillery ean never be efli-
cient uniil tho cara of their own special wea

| pouss and stores is taken from the Control,
-separated from “ mnunition du bouche, * and
‘handed over to the artitlery. You setect
.artillery oflicers by open competition, thoy
are sctentificaily and practically instructed
in the manufaciure of guns, powder. and all
the complicated matériclof their service, and
vet you take from thein the most important
part of their duties, to bo hauded over to
civilians!  In addition to tho ordinary
courses of =zrtillery instraction, there was
an annual class for officers coming from aut

stations, ns inspeetors of war stores, but the
naw control oflicers were naturally found so
1ignoraut of a service for which they were
not educated, that tho laboratory depa:rt.
ment could not stard the strain of instruct-
ing them; and the artillery officers who
wished to require a knowledge of the latest
improvenments in their own nrm, were put
oft every ulternate year to make roomy for
the instruction of commissariat officers and
others in duties that are essentially artillery.
This is not likely to be borne without deter-
toration af esprit and cfficiency by any body
of oflicers. As for the non-commissioned
oflicers and 1ok and file, with whom the
eye educates the mind, efficiency cannot bo
exvected, as long as they are relegated to
intantry drill, varied by the occasional hand-
ling of the obsolete smooth bores which still
encumber our forts. Tho artillery duties of
transporting and embarking the newest
guns and ammunition in our arsenalsaro
given to the Anny Service Corps, who, itas
said, are to bo increased to mcet theso ro-
quirements. This duty was formerly cn-
trusted to the garrison arullery, who, with
the drivers, also employed in Wool vich
Arsenal, formed an artillery reserve, avail
able in war, which wo drew upon for the
Cnimea, their places being supplied by civ-
ilians with contract teams,

Reserte Anlillay, Militia,and Velunleers.

‘The necessity for instructing 59,000 Militia
and Volunteer Artillery. eager 10 learn, but
who have 1o professional actillery chicf,
opens a wide field for the cuergy of the
Kegular Artillery.  Such a vast organization
to be brought inte Lumg will, I hope, lead
to the appointment of some artillery ofticer
of rank und kuown professional ability to
the position of Divector-Genceral of Artillery
Instruction, which at present, with its num-
crous departments, the Royal Military Aca-
demy, School of Gunnery, advanced class,
Laboratory, Gun Faclory and Carriage De-
partmental iustructors, requires a head.

I Liave not space to tonch upon the scien
tific instruction of artillery officers. 1° is
sufficiently well kaown and atknowledged
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in this countiy, wltere wa can tegister the
velocity of a shot before it leaves the gun.
A veport upon the eduestion of artillery ofti
cers is anlieady in the hands of tho War
Minister. Judging by the distinguishel
nomes of the commiitlee, and the fuct thut
the ovidence of no less than tilty-four artil
lery officers has been taken, 1 have no
doult but that their recoramendations wiil
be duly considered and acted upon. The
committco at all events have the full con
fidence and respect of their Lrother ofticers
of nll ranks.

My readers have nol realized the expecta-
tions raised by the title of tins lecture,
which has been ttirned somewhat from its
Intended course, for two reasons. It would
ill become mo to anlicipate or guessat the
delails of the report before nlluded to upon
the education of Arlillery officers, upon
which I was called to give cvidence, stili less
toanticipate that of the Committce on the

Classification on Gunners and Drivers, of ;

which I have lately had the honour of being
appointed Secretary.

In conclusion, it must be borne in mind
tbat the real brunt of all fighting is borne by
tho infantry; and it must not be supposed
that [ forget this fact, because Iam treating
only of artillery. No man appreciates more
highly than I do the resolute British infan-
try ¢ Nulli sccundus.””

Thereisin our army a class found in no
other; officers who at their own peril and
private expenss hang about contending
armies to gain 1military expenience; dis
couraged by the State, thwarted, and some-
times arrested by both sides. They obtain
for us that kuowledge which our Govern-
ment freely offers to all our possible ene-
mies.

Much valuable information has been given
me by Col. Smythe, . A, and the artillery
brothers, Brackenbury, who have * en ama-
{eur,”* encountered the futigues and dangers
of many campaigns. I am indebted to
Licul. Cunningham, of the Artillery, for the
highly artistic drawing of a position cover-
ing a strategical point, viz., tho bridge.
Licut, Gardner, of the lloyal Navy, like a
irue Lrother blue jacket. has assisted me
with plans.

-

THE SWISS MILITARY SYSTEM.

The following is the text of a very in-
teresting lecture given by M. Iotzo at tho
United Servico Institution, znd now pub
lished in that Society’s Journal :—

M. Hotze said: My esteemed friend, M.
Frederich von Martini, has deputed me to
accept on his Lehalf, or rather to share with
bimy, an invitatien {rom this institution to
give some account of the Swiss military sgs
tem.  We both feel flattered by this invita.
tiog, and both of us—licas a naturalized
Swiss, and 1 as a Swiss by birth—take some-
what of a patriotic interest in the subject.
1t may be well, however, to state at the very
outset that wedo nol propose to make an
unqualified culoginm of the military institu-
tions of our country, stillless to recommend
them for universal imitation. These institu-
tions do not derive their origia from jegisla.
tive enactments—in fact, the statutory and
documentary material avallable for study-
wng them is singularly scant and meagre;
bt they are identiffed with the earliest tra-
ditions of the miniature common-wealth.s
which form the Saiss Confederation. They
are tho expression of a national character
wlich is in many respects peculiar, and in
sharp contrast with that of surrounding
nieghbors. Theso institutions, mercover,
exist and flounsh by virtue of social, politi-
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il aned geageaplneal crrcumstances, wliel
ate not to be found elsev here in thersameo v
even annlogous conjuncture. The underly-
tog principlo of the system—if system it ean
properly bo called - 15 doubtless a sound one
and one which 1~ susceptible of being ap

plied in many other than tho Siviss manner.
{t is in the morc or less judicions manner of
this application tha. the whole gaestion hes,
whether or no the military institutions of
Switzerland afford a uzeful model for the
reorganizition of those of Great Brituin.

So much has, especially of late, been writ-
ter on the subject betore us, that the broad
geteral facts are abundantly familiay, |
take it, therefore that what thie members of
this institution are chiefly interested in is
¢ the practical every-day working—the insido
view, 30 to say, which can only bo obinined
by personal observativn.  Lhis, asking vour
indulgenco in advance for many shortcom-
imgs, itiwill be my endeavour to give.

The linbility of every Swiss to military
duty, which 1s a fundamental articlo of the
Swiss Federal Constitution, is not onlya
'duty, but also & privilege. in theory there

are virtually no excmptions, but thero are
, some exclusions. No one notin {ull posses-
sion of all lus civil rights—as, for 1nsta:ce,
through bankruptey—is ehigible to the grade
.of oflizer. JAny one lhaving undergono an
jinfamating punishment is excluded from
"the ranks. Formerly, it most or all of the
cantons, and 1 believe in some stifl to tins
day, the Jews were, by aremnantof bar.
ism, undercertain ctvil disqualifications, and
therefore exempt, or rather excluded, from
military sesvice.  In theory al:o (I nurpose-
Iy, for the moment, confino myself to the
theory of the Jaw, for we shall presently
tind in the practice some very considerable
departures, and cven some flagrant contra-
dictions), in thicory not only does every able
todied man ewe reehirplicht, or milttary duty
to tho State, but he owes this duty n that
form or branch of service for which Lis civic
avocation or occupation best qualify ham.
‘Thus, the parson becomes a chiwlain, with
the rank and pay of a captain or 4 colonel,
as the case may be, and 1f the clergy asa
class enjoy practically a certain exemption
from duty, 1t is simply becauae the troops
require fewer chiaplains than other offizers.
e samo applies to physiciaus, who, within
the limits of military age, 2re cachiand all
liable to act as army surgeons, in auch num
bers as the service may requwrre.  Teachiers
thave hitherto had some special exemnptions,
Iat leastin so faras certain practice drills
(Llepetilions-Curse) might ioterfere wuth
thetr regular duties. Itis now proposed
that after four years from the date at which
the present Military ateform: Bitl shiall hiave
become law, no ono shall be cligible to any
situation as a teacher in a public sghool who
does not possess, and can give satis{actory
proof of having gonc through, the military
,tetruction required for the qualitication of
:a subaltern officer of infantry.
| ‘The law provides for tho formation of
‘corps not strictly military 1 the technical
{sense, such as telegraphisls, raidlway and
sotker machinists, and mere labourers. Thus
if a man is, we will suppose, below the stan-
jdard stature for any special arm, but other-
wiso sound and serviceable, he 1s, according
!to his trado or occupation, made useful asa
tiarricr, or armourer, or hospital nurse, or
Jraler (a sort of ambulance aticndant, who
13 generally an apothecary or apothecary’s
yassistant), in which respective duties he will
sk 23 2 non-commiscioned officer; or he
miy secrve as . mere mechanig, or oven
Iabourer; or arain he may be employed as
a clerk in some of the Staff burcaux.
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Veottrsn to rater and regulations, to select tho
varm ol the <servico whieh he prelers from
1tsto 3 or il necessary, the military authori-
Hties of Ins canton may assign himto that arm
for which heis obviously best fitted. Uhus,
thoe man who, either for pleasuro or profit,
rides or drives ls own horses, selects by
preference tho cavaley or field artillery ser-
vice. ‘lhesn two arms thus becomes man-
ned and oflicer ed, Lesides the young men of
leisuro and means, by the millers, tanners,
brewers, comn dealers, &e.  In like manner
the Engincer corps and its several branches,
oflicers and men, arecomprsed of Engineers
surveyors, contractors, butlders, machinists,
and cognate professions.

I am hero illustrating 0 principle. How
difticult the application of this principle
would be in this country must already have
suggested itself to my hearers, and in due
time wo shall have to describe how its ap-
plicationeven in Switzerland affects the efli-
ciency of special branches of tho service.

A liability to military duty so sweeping
as to be thcoretically without excention,
save absolute bouily infirmity would probab-
Iy be intolcrable in any other country, and
would in truth be in ianst other countries
tho most expensive of alt conceivablo forms
of military corganization. It is not &0 in
Switzerland. Thero it is 2 thing of imme-
morial origin. It chimes in with the his-
tory, the traditions, the popular instincts,
the * folk lore,” as the English langusge so
expresswvely calls it, of the land. The so-
cial life has long since and unconsciously
shaped itself sccording to the necessity of
thesystem. Themerchant or manufacturer
knows that his book keeper, or cashier, or
other employé--the mechanic that his jour-
neyman or his apprentica—has so many
days or weeks of drill, or practice, or field
exercise to perform. Eaployer and em-
ployed are probably subject to the sams lia-
bility, and manage to take it by turns, but
in any case the current civic business of the
country goes on without interruption. I
will not say that in many instances, such as
the necessity of suddenly placing large
Lo.lies of troops on the frontier, and their
prolonged maintenance there, which occur-
red during the late war, does not cause
much individual hardship and loss. But
these exceptional cases are nothing compar-
od to tho heartburn, the breaking up of
(faanly ues, tho dread of military duty,
,waich conscription in its mildest form invol-
ves.  The Swiss.ars essentially a hard-head-
, cd, hard-working, frugal but by nomeansa
stolid race. They lovo above all things a

holiday, when a legitimato pretence for it

presents itself, and this is afforded by thare-

cruit’s driil, the reception practice, and the

joccasional field manmuvres which constitute
jeach man's military duty. e takes that
,duty seriously, beezuse hie is proud of i,
but pleasantly also, because it is an ocea-

sion for social gatherings, and for friendly

hob-nobbings, for coniirming old acquain-

tances, and makingnewones; for bringing

men of different cantons, oftea astonishirgly

dsfferent in manners and modes of thought,
.tato companionship. And all this with an
amount of zealous Lustle and conscious self-

,importance which supplies the keen stimu-

lus of excitenient.

1t should boe added that, however severe

in theory arc the lawson military obligation

“their application varies very much in the
'different cantons, is in none of them extre-
imely stringent, and eertainly never oppres.
‘sive or vexatious. The contingents sup-
‘plicd by the several cantons to tho different
tdivisions of the federal armament, fall far
short of the actual number of able-bodied,

Similarly, cach man is allowed, subject of 'and thereby legally liable men, within the
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military age. Theio 18 thus amplo room fut | liablo to service withithose who actually per |
de facto esemptions Losond the few oases formed it. It appears that the.aunualaver
for which tho federal law providea. ‘These,age of young men becoming Labls to sct |
are— first, tho members of tho Federal Diet | vice during tho period Letween 18321862
or Parliament ; second, the persons actually ¢ rvas 22,900 agalust 11 719 who appoat on the
filling three specially enumerated posts in i lists as aclive recruits, So that whil: ia
the Government and higher spheres of ad | theory, nr}d by a fundimental erxclq of 1he
winistration ; thind, cuttuin enumerated | Constitution, every alle Lodied Saiss .
grades of employcesin the federul post and  moro or less anefficient suldier, only aleut.
telegraph oftices, the punder magaunes, &¢. | ono-half, or rather less, undergu any soit of
and fourth, the frontier police, which may military fraining during any pericl of the

Lo considered as & sort of permanent mili
tary corps. Ir addition, the superintendents |
of prisons, lunatic Asylums, &c. having a

25 years, that is from 20 to #4, foi wli U
thoy are legally liable to duty.
1 may here remark that for tho fow statis

tJaxvany 15, 1812

eativn in this as in other eyually important

. respects.  Uniformity of eyuipmeont and ar

wament was estublished Ly precise legisla
tion. a minimum of instruction and effi
ciency fixed, and a certain general superin
tendence and control reserved to the Fede
ial military authorities. Each Cantonal
‘invarnment was to take, placo on foot and
wu.intain, in time of peace an effective forco
«yjuivalent to threc per cent of its population
(foreign residents, which in many canlons
Aie yvery numerous, being, of course oxcopt
«d), and a reserve amounting to one half of

, the same, together four and a half per cent.

certain immunity of service. The theory of | tics I intend to obtrude, I amlargely indolt | of the natise pupulation. In time of war the
the law in all theso cases isnot that of ex |ed to Mr. Stampli, and making allowances, Confederation disposes of, the entiro forco
emption, but rather of temporary preven | for a very moderate increase of population,  available. Nothing, of course, prevent.
tion or ex-officio immunity, sumethiong in the | the figures, which ho collected with the, each Cantonal governuent from drilling ».
nature of the prisileges accorded 10 mem. ; most scrupulous accuracy in 1866, aro still, much larger force than its Federal quota,
bers of Parlinment in this country during the most asailable for all practical purposes, and, in point of fact, most of them do.

the session. Should this exceptional immu | of argument. [ cannot, however, follow ~ Many of those who speak of and treat the
nity cease by the vacation of the office con. ;| Mr. Stampli to the cxtent of the severcl_y, Swiss mlitery institutions asa complete,
ferring it within the period of age duringlogical conclusions he deduces from his compact, and self consistent system, will
which each is liable, the person having figures. [ believo cn the contrary, thatitis, perhaps be surprised to learn that very

availed himsel{of it, is supposed to be oblig

with the military system of Switzerland as, considerable difference obtaius among the

¢d tomake up for tust time in the drill and | with mapy othe. time honored institutions
instruction of theclass to which he belongs. | that have grosn with a nation's growth—

Practically, howerer, thisscanty list of ex- i
emptions is largely supplemented by tbe|
leguslation of the several cantons in favor of
the members of their respective Govern-
ments and Legislatures. Moreover, the
duty of military service does not bear on

one of their chief merits lies ir the doriation

screral cautuns as regards the proportionate
numbcr of men In each performing niilitacy

duty. The percentage on the male popula
tion ranges as widely as from 22 to 12 per
lieve that this is quite consistent with both, cenium between ona cinton and another,
tbeory and practice being excellent and ad | Thus the primeval Cauton Schwyz, which
mirably suited, each to its parpose. The, claims the honor of having given its name to
Swiss system is assuredly not perfect, Lut, the Helvetic Cunfederation, leads, as might

of the practice from the theory, and I be

bona fide absentees. A Swiss, at any period | it has this great and incalculzbly important, be expected, the way with 22 per cent. of
of his military liability, is perfectly at liberty | merit, that it is pre eminently popular in, itsmale population doingduty. Another of
to expatriate himself without asking leave, cvery senseof the word. Imuch fear that, the forest cantons, Uri. and next Grisons,
of any onc. Ifa casual absence happens to, any reform the better toconform the piac | follow with 21, the sickly canton of Wallis,
coincide with a period of service, he is re- | tice to the theory will cause to_appear one | composed chiefly of the narrow, acep, and
garded as a soldier on daty, and must ask | rous and oppressive, that which with the marshy valley of the Upper Rhone, which
for furlough in regular form, which is read- | present latitudeis regarded rather asa pri | has the sad speciality of goiters and cretin
ily granted on reasonable cause being shown. | vilego than as a duty, ism, comes last with only 12. The
The penalties for military misdemeanour in, The contradiction to whichl sllade would | two great and populous cautons of Berne
time of peace are little more than nominal. | be utterly inexphcable if we didnot remem , and Zurich form, as nearly as possitle, the
but while on duty, each man is placed under | Ler that, with a population of little more average between these two extremes vith
nilitary law—w:thdrawn from the junsdic | than two and a-half millions (or less than 16 per cent. of their male population.

tion of the civil courts—and, whatever the, that of London), scattered over a territory, The leading feature of the Army Relorm
nature of his offencs may be it is tried by, about half as farge as England without, Bill to which [ have already had occasion to
courts-martial. All those who from any, Wales, we have to deal with no less than, refer, is to give to federal authorities a moro
cause whatever, ex offico exemptior, ab , twenty five different Governments, each, direct control over the cantonal forees. For
sentetism, or physical disqualification, do, sovereign and independent. ~ Nominally this purpose it is proposed to divide tho tet
not perform, either in whole or in pact, the the members of the Swiss confederation are; ntory of the Confederation irtodistricts nut
military duty incumbent on others, are sub | tiventy two, but three of these States, and, quite irrespective of cantonal frontiers, but
Jjectto a very moderate cipitation tax in | singuiarly enough, these three among the stillto a certsin extent independently of
compensation. It will be seen, therefore, , very smallest ones, have Yound a single, them, and o place the military administa
that the Swiss system, although theorecli-, zovernment too little for them. Thas one, tion of these distnicts, in so far at least as
cally the precise contrary, has yet in prac- | half of the people of Basle, of Appenzell, | regards the instruction of officers and men,
tice s large clement of voluotaryism. In,and of Unterwalden respectively, have, immediately under the inspection of the
the projects of reform which are uow under i agreed, {o disagres with the other half, and, Federal officers.  To the extent that this
consideration, and to which 1 shall hereafter | each of thesa cantons, though nomunally 2, cau bo effected, it will undoubledly be 2
have occasion to refer, this elemont—never, unit in the Foderal Assemlly, has in reality | real improvement upon the presailing sys-
openly recognized—is songht to be done, two distinct and complete sets of executise, ; tem. But Swiss army reformers aro_not so
away with altogether, and a more strictly ) administrative, and legislative machinery. 1 bold in their measures as those ia this coun
obligatory systen to bo rigidly enforced, | Formerly each of theso governments

greatly donbt whether this policy, llxough|
legally correct, will, in the end, be found

raised, drilled, uniformed, and armed its
troops as itsuited its fancy. Provided cach

y 17, and any changp so radical as Ar. Card
j Tell's recentabolition of puichase would not
even ba dreamed of. Tue idea of Cantonal

judicious. supplied its quota to the Confederation in} independenco is so strongly rooled and

One of the most zesluus and able of the I timo of need, tho latter had no more right| loc.l sclf government is carned to such ex
Swiss army reformers, Mr. Stampli, a mem | to interfere in military mattors than in| tremes, that csen under the new Jaw the
Ler from Berne of the Representative Cham:- | those of coinage daties, and postal arrange j caatonal miditary authoidlies will retaia the
ber of tho Federal Legislature, reported, on, ments, all of which exhibited a most beauti | exclusive appoiatments of Wil regimental
behalf of a special committee in 1566, that  fulvariety of local ccceatricities. To this day, officers- cach of these Lienty five govern
whereas the preceding census (December, the Militia of cach canton is under its oiwa | ments i.0ll cuntinue o haes iis Sceretary of

1560)showed the number of males in Swit- "
zerland to bo 1,171,456, of whom 4:?3,856|
came within tho prescribed age, the num- |
ber of men actually performing that duty.
mn all tho thres classes, élite, reserve, and

exclusive control, It drills them, officers, State for War Ja pello, with a cantonal staft
them, equips them, arms them, at its own, and & cantonal military budget to match.

se, in the proportion of the contingenty The tendency undoubtedly, is to strengthen
which the Federal Assembly fixes after cach, the federal authority at the expenso of the
decennial census, and these ststo or Can-, cantonal, butl many scars must elapse, per.

landwebr, was only 186,359, or lessthan one, tonal troops only becoms Federsl soldiers, haps some terrible strain may have to be

half. In other~ords, sbout 30 pet cent. of | by being especially aworn into the servics of
the arvailable mate "al was, for some rcason, the Confederation, and assuming that arm

exper.nced, before o thoroughly centuralized
crganization caa grow oul of the present

o: other, not used at all.

Mr. Stampli further illustrates this strik-
ing contradiction between tho theory of the
Iaw sand its application in practics, by com-
prring the number of young men who, dor-

ng o period of ten years, became annually

let of tho cross which, with the inversion of
the colours has latterly served as the em:
blem of ncutral charity on the battle ficld.

But the new Federal Constitution, follow-
ing on tho civil war of 47, tho Sonderdunds
Krieg, made a great step towards centrali-

tentative efforts of reform.
(To be continued.)

The Albany .4rgus says that William M,
Tweed is the chief owner of the contractio
picrco Hoosac tunnel and has invested a
millionin the enterprisc.




