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#1r I PORGET THEE, O JRRUSALBM ! LET MY RIGHT HAND FOROGKT 1T3 QUNXING."—Ps 137, 2.5

SERMON,
By the Rev. John Logan, F. R. 8. E.
¢ Redeeming the time.”~—COL0SSIANS. IV. 5.

AMONG those who have their time most at
their own disposal, there prevsils a maxim
very different from that which is recommend-
ed in the text. The maxim of the world is,
to spend time in idleness and folly, or, to
spenk in their own language, * to kill time”
by dissipation and amusement. Life, which
appears so short upon the whole, is neverthe-
less so long in particular parts, that vast num-
bers of men are overstocked with its days and
hours § their time hangs heavy on their hands;
they know not how to employ it, or what to
make of themselves. As they have no fund
of entertainment within, and for that reason
no happiness at home, they natarally look
out for it ubroad. Hence every pastime is
greedily sought after, that can banish thought
and save them from their own company.
Hence L{:Iace_s of public enterthinment are fre-
quented, parties of pleasure are formed, plans
of dissipation are conceried, and amusement,
frivolous amusement, becomes the serious oc-
cupation of life. Only look around you into
the world! Observ~ what policy and contri-
vauce are continually put in practice by men,
for pre-engaging every day in the week for
one idleness or another; for doing nothing,
or worse than nothing, and that with so much
ingenuity and forecast, as scarce to leave an
hour upon their hands to reproach them.

sent on eacth to play the fool; if your pilgri-
mage through life were mere'v a jaunt of
pleasure ; it would be cruel o * injurious to
awaken you from the delusic” ' But as you
profess to be Christians, and believe this life
to be a state of moral discipline and probe-
tion for the rext, it will be proper and sea-
sonable to warn you of the folly of such a
course, and to point ou: 2 nobler and a hap-
pler path, where st once you may see the
world, and may adorn it ; where at once you
may improve your time, and enjoy life,

In order to this, I shall, in the first place,
give you some directions for redeeming or
improving the time ; and, iu the second place
set before you the obligations to the practice
of this duty.

We begin with directions for redeeming the
time. In the first place, U'reasure up in your
memory 2 store of useful knowledge, as a
pro%er foundation of employment to the
mind.

It has been the complaint of discontented
men in all ages, that life is a scene of dull
ress. not worth a wise man’s care, where the
same things come over and over like a tale
that is told, which, however entertaining it
may appear when it is new, yet, by frequent
repetition, at last becomes tedious and insipid.
The consequence of which has been, that ma-
ny, viewing the picture in this disagreeable
light, have heen inclined to throw off all seri-
ous concern about their duty, to give them-
selves up to habits of indolence and languor,

Such, my brethren, is the life of what isand to make no other use of their time, but
called the world, a repetition of the same | to study how to trifle it away. True itis in-
childish conceptions, a perpetual round of the | deed, that the days of maoy have thus besn
seme trifling amusements. If you had been' spent in vain; that their life has been a bar-
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ren circle, within which they bave been exn- | quires repose, in order to recruit its wasted
chanted, going round and rousnd, ever in mo- ] strength, and prepare it for new exertions,
tion, but never making any advances But| Activity is an essential attribute of mind. Its
although many have made life a dull round of | faculties exist only when they are exercised ;
insiguificant actions, yet no man had ever oc- ' it gains a new acccssion of strength from eve-
casion to make it so. Itisindeed so to the | ry new exertion, and the greater acquisitions
bru es, who soon arrive at that pitch of per- | it makes, it is enabled to make still greater.
fection which is allotted to their natures, It is not a brook formed by the shower; it is
where they must stop short without a possi- | & living fount=in, which is for ever flowing,
bility of going farther. Sense, which is their | and yet for ever full. ‘T'his will account for an
highest power, moves in a narrow sphere ; its | observation that we have often occasion to
objects are few in number, and gross in kind | make in life, that none have so little leisure as
and therefore not only come more quickly | those who are entirely idle; that none coms
round, but also grow more insipid at every ! plain so much of the wunt of time as those
revolution. who have nothing to do. The fact is they
But man is endowed with nobler faculties, | want that energy of soul which is requisite to
and is presented with nobler objects whereon | every exertion, and that habit of activity
to exercise and employ them.—The comtem- | which applies to every thing. Indolence un-
plation of all divine truth to engage his un- | mans the faculties ; irpairs and debilitates the
derstanding ; the beauties of the natural | whole intellectual system. Those who under
and moral world to attract and captivate his | its influence, become akind of perpetual sleep-
affections; the power, the wisdom, and the | ers, degrade themselves from the honours of
goadness of God, manifested in the works of | their rature, and are dead while they live
Creation, of Providence, and of Redemption, | A habit of activity is a most valuable acquisi-
to ‘exalt his admiration, and call forth all his | tion. He who is possessed of it, is fit for all
praise. What employment can be more wor- | events, and may be happy in every situation.
thy of a rational being, or better adapted to | This habit is only to be acquired by pursuing
the faculties of an immortal spirit, than thus | some great object that may agitate the mind.
to search out the order, the beauty, and the | Think not that your labour may be spent in
benevolence of nature; to trace the Everlast- | vaih. Nothing is vamn that rouses the soul}
ing in his works, and to mark the impression | nothing in vain that keeps the etherial fire
of his creatingthand, yet recent on a beautiful | alive and glowing. The prospect of some-
world? Or if-we turn our eyes towards the | thing coming forward; the pleasure and the
moral system, to observe a higher order of | pride which the mind takes in its own action,
things, an¢ a greater exertion of Divinity, in {;egez insensibly that habit of industry which
adjusting the plan of Providence, in bring- | will abide through life.
ing light from darkness, and good from evil,| Z%irdly, Set apart fised and stated hours
in causing the most unconnected anc contrary | for the important duties of life.
events co-operate to one great erd, and mak- ! It is the misfortune of a great part of men,
ing all to issue in the general good. Heveis | that they have no fixed plan of acting. ‘Chey
a noble path for a rational creature to travel } live exfempore. They act at random. They
in. Whilst day unto day thus teaches wisdom | are always led by instantaneous impulse, and
night unto night will increase pleasure. 'The | are driven to and fro as inclination varies.
man who is thus trained up to the admiration | Their life rolls on through a course of mis=
of the works of God, and who has tasted the | spent time, and unconnected years, and ap-
spirit of these sublime enjoyments will not | pears upon review like the path of a cloud in
complain of the insignificance and languor of | the air, which leaves no trace behind it. It
life. These studies will afford an occupation | was the custom of the great Alfred, one of
at all hours. They will make your own|the English kings, to divide the day into
thoughts an entertalnment to you, and open | three parts, which he measured by the burn=
a fountain of heppiness at home. They will | ing of tapers. One part he employed in the
diffuse somewhat of heaven over the mind; | cares of the government ; another part he de-
they will introdu¢e you beforehand into the | dicated to the cultivation of the liberal arts;
society of angels and blessed spirits above, | the third he devoted to religion. It would be
and already prepare you to bear a part in that | happy for you, my brethren, if in this respect
beautiful hymn of heaven: “ Great and mar- | you would imitate such an illustrious example.
vellous are thy works, Lord Cod Almighty : | Let, at léast, one part of your time be devoted
just and true are all thy ways, thou King of | to the service of God. When the morning
Saints.” ascends from the east, let it be your first care
Secondly, Have some end in view, Some | to offer up your earlicst thoughts as incense
abject to employ the mind, and call forth its | to heaven; to add your praises to the hymns
latent powers. and hosannahs of the angels in light, and
Ir devising or in executing a plan; in en-| spirits of just men made perfect. When the
gaging in the whirl of active liife, the soul | shades of the night fall around you, let it be
seems to unfold its being, and to enjoy itself. | your constant care to implore the pardoning
Man is not like the soil on which he lives,| mercy of God for the past day, and to commit
which spends its power in exercise, and re-! yourselves to thé protection of His Provix




dence who slumbers not nor sleeps. In par- f
ticular, let this day, which is sacred to the
memory of a Saviour’s resvrrectivo from the
dead; which is a memorial of the full accom-
plishment of our redemption; let this day |
be set apart for hely contemplation on the!l
wonders of redeeming love, on the height, and ;
depth, and breadth, and length of the love of !
Jesus to our race, which passeth all under- |
standing ; which prompted hini to forego the!
elories of his divine nature for a time, to take
upon him the robe of humanity, to lead a life .
of sorrows upon earth, and to suffer a cruel!
and ignominious, and an accursed death, Let!
us contemplate this amiable and divine love,
till we are changed into the same image, and
feel within ourselves an earnest and anticipa-
tion of that everlasting Sabbath of joy which
is reserved for the righteous in the world to
corae, when time shall be no more.

Inthe rourth place endeavour to distinguish
your days by some good deed.

As those who are intent to amass a fortune,
attend to small sums ; in like manner, if you
wish to improve your time, you must take
care nat to lose a day. Many are the ways
and frequent the occasions, which daily pre-
sent themselves of adding to vour true happi-
ness, of improving your natures, and promo-
ting the interests of society. You have all
the world before vou where to act and the
whole of human fife as a theatre of virtue.
‘Through the asrastance of divine grace, con-
quer the excets of passion, correct some iire-
gular desire, and obtain a victory over the
vices that war against the soul. Let your
goodness extend to society, and spread over
the land like the light of the morning. Can
there be any employment so agreeable toa
benevolent mind, and so congenial to the
apirit of Christianity us to assvage the boister-
ous passions, and reconcile the jarring interests '
of men; to open the eye which prejudice has
shut s to charm down the spirit of party, and |
to unite all your neigkhours in one great fam-
ily of love? Is not the employment godlike;
is not the joy divire, to brighten up the face
that was overcast with saduess; to wipe the
tears from the cheek of sorrow; to turn the
voice of mourning into the notes of joy; to
make misery and woe vanish before us like
darkness before the sun; ‘o refresh with
showers of biessings the dry and barren land
wherein no water is, and co-onerating with
a benificent Providence, to watoh for tne hap-
piness of the world? Where is there any
one so destitute of the gifts of grace, of na-
ture and of fortune, as to have no mite to
throw into the public treasury ? He who can-
not pretend to enlighten or reform the world,
may instruct his ignorant, or comfort his af-
flicted neighbour; he who cannot communi-
cate instruction may give alms. If cven these
are not in your power, the gate of heaveun is
ever open; the throne of grace is ever acees-

'
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*ible ; and by your intercession with God, so-
ciety may reap more beuefit, than from the!

t
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bounty of the opulent, or the labours of the
learned, Tt was thus that Job improved his
time, as we learn from his affecting complaint,
when he reviewed the days of his prosperity :
#Q that I were as in months: past, as in the
days when God preserved me; as n the days
of my youth, when the eandle of the Lord
shined upon my head, when the Almighty was
yet with me, when my children were about
me; when the ear heard me, then it blessed
me; when the eyc saw me, it gave witness o
me; because I delivered the poor thatericd, the
fatherless, andt him that had none to help him.
I was cyesto the blind, feet was 1 to the lame:
I was a father to the poor, and the cause
which I knew not, I searched out. The stran-
ger did not lodge in street; I opened my
doors to the traveller. The loins of the nak-
ed blessed e, and were warmed with the
flecoes of my flock. ‘Y'he blessing of him that
was ready to perish came upon me, and I
cauged the widow’s heart to sing for joy.”

In the last place, Accustom yourselves to
frequent self-examination.

Call yourselves to an account at the close
of the day. Inquire what you have been do~
ing ; whether you have lost a day, or redeem-
ed the time. Have you learned any useful
truth® treasure it up in your heart, as a val-
unble acquisition ; make it a principle of ac-
tion, and bring it mto life. Have vou done a
good deed? then enjoy the self-approving
hour, and give thanks unto God for the plea-
sures of virtue, and the testimony of a good
conscience, Have you been led astray by
temptation, and overtaken in a fanlt? repent
sineerely of your past transgression ; implore
the mercy of God, through the merits of Je-
sus Christ, and resolve, through divine grace,
to be more guarded in the time to come.  Did
we, my brethren, thus make a study of 2 holy
life ; were we as much in earnest about im-
proving the soul in piety and virtue, as we
are about many trifling concerns, to what high
degrees of sanclity might we ascend! How
pleasant would it be, at the close of any peri-
od of time, to look back on a life, no season
of which was spent in vain ; to number up the
days, the months, the years, that are marked
with good deeds; to behold our youth, our
mankhood, and our age, as so many stages in
our journey to the land of Emanuel? This
would inspire us with that peace of God which
passeth all understanding. This would cheer
the travetler in the decline of his days. His
evening would be bright and pleasant, and
his sun go down in glory. Life thus spent,
would make us triumphin death. ‘Time thus
improved, would make us rejoice through all
eternity.

I have thus given you some directions for
the proper improyement o7 time.~The second
thing proposed was, to set before you the ob-
ligations to the practice of this duty; which I
shall do by considering, in the first place,
your nature as men, and, in the second pluce,
your expectations as Christiars,
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In the first place, Let us consider our na-
ture as men.

It is a study full of instruction to the curi-
ous or the pious mind, to contemplate the ap-
pearances in the universe, and trace the laws
by which it is governed. All nature 1s busy
and active. Something is ever coming for-
ward in the creation; in the moral world, as
well as in the natural, there is a design gomng
on. The great purpose of natuve in our sys-
tem is to diffuse existence; to multiply all
the forms of matter and classes of heing.
Ivery element is stored with inhabitants.
Tiven the loneliest desert is populous, and pu-
trefaction is pregnant with life. Worlds are
enclosed in worlds, and systems of beings go-
ing on, that escape the eye of sense.

Such is the plan of Providence in this jn-
ferior world. The order established at the
first of time is still advancing. The Divine
Spirit, who at the heginning maved upon the
face of the deep, and turned achaosinto a
heautiful world, still continues to move, in-
form, and actuate the great maghine. Noth-
ing in nature is at rest; all is alive, all is in
motion in the great system of God. Thou
too, O man! art appointed to action, ‘The
love of oceupation is strongly implanted in
thy nature. One way or another, thou must
be always employed. Woe to the man who
by his own folly is doomed to bear the pains
and Yenalties of idleness; Rest is the void
wvhich mind abhors. An idle man is the
smost miserable of all the creatures of God.
He falls upon a8 thousand schemes to fill up
his hours, and ragher than want employment,
is_contented to lie upon the torture of the
mind, while the cgrds are shuffling, or the dia
is depending. ‘The glory of our nature is
founded upon exertions of activity. From the
want of them, those in the more affuent sta-
tions of life, whose fortune is made at their
birth, so often fail in attaining to the higher
improvements and honours of their nature.
Have you not, or: the other hand, seen men,
when business roused them from theiv ususl
indolence, when great occasion called them
forth, discover a spirit to which they were
strangers before, and display to the world
abilities and virtues which seemed to be bought
for the ogcasion? While there are so many
splendid objects to allure the mind, why trust
your character to be evolved by aceident?
swhy leave your glory in the power of for-
tune ?

‘This activity is not only the source of our
excellence, but also gives rise to aur greatest
erjoyments. Bven the lowsr class of enjoy-
ments, arimal pleasyres, are not only consis-
tent with 2 life of activity, but also derive
from it additional sweets. Hours of leisure,
suppose hours of employment; they alone will
relish the feast, who have felt the fatigues of
the chase, But mere animal pleasures are not
»f themselves objects of a wise or a good man,
TUnless they are under the direction of tgste;
anless they have the accompanjments of ele-
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gance snd grace; unless they promote friend.
ship and social joy ; uuless they come at pro-
per intervalg, and have the additional height-
ening of heing a relief from business, they
soon pall upon the appetite, and disgust by
repetition, Has sensuality a charm when thy
friend {s in danger, or thy country calls to
arms? Who listens to the voice of the viol,
when the trumpet sounds the alarm of battle ?
When the mind is struck with the grand and
sublime of human life, it disdains irferior
things, and, kindling with the occasion, re-
oices to put forth all its strength.  Obstucles
in the way only give additional ardour to the
purssit ; and the prize appears then the mo«t
tempting to the view, when the ascent is ar-
duous, and when the path is marked with
blood. Hence that life is chosen where in-
centives to action abound hence serious en-
gagements are the preferable objects of pur-
suit; hence the most animating occasions of
life are calls to danger and hardship, not invi-
tations to safety and ease; and hence man
himsslf, in his highest excellence, is fouud to
pine in the Jap of repose, and to exult in the
midst of alarms that seem to threaten his be-
ing, All the faculties of his frame engage
him #o action z the higher powers of tie soul,
as well as the softer feelings of the heart, wis-
dem and magunanimity, as well as pity and
tenderness, carry & manifest reference to the
arduous career which ke has to run, the diffi-
sulties with which he is destined to struggle,
and the sorrows he is appointed to bear,
Happiness to him is an exeption of soul.
They know not what they say who ery out,
“Tet us build tabemnefes of rest.” They
mistake very much the nature of man, and go
in quest of felicity to no purpose, who seex
for it in what are called the enjoyments of
life; who seek for it jn a termination of la-
bour, and a period of repose. It is natin the
calm scenes it is in the tempest, itis in the
whirlwind, it is in the thunder that this Geni-
us resides. When once you have dissovered
the bias of the mind ; when once you have
recognised your path in life; when once you
heve found out the pbject of the soul, you wil]
bend to it alone ; like an eagle when he tasted
the blood of his pray, who disdains the ob-
Jects of his former pursuit, and follows on in
his path through the heaveng,

"Thus have I set hefore yau your obligations
as men to make g yight use of life, and have
shewed you, from the principles of nature
alone without having recourse to Christiani-
ty, that the excellence and the happiness of
man consists in a virtuons sourse of action,
and in making an improvementof time, Let
us now, in the second place, take in ‘he con,
siderations suggested by the Christian religi-
on, aud see what new obligations ayise from
it to urge us to redeem the time.

It is the doctrine of revelation, then, that
the present life is a state of probation for life
to come; that we gre pow training up for an

everlasting existence ; and that, according to
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our works here, we shall he judged in a fu-1
ture world.  According therefore as you new
sow, hereafter you shall reap. ‘Lhe time is
now passing that decides your fate for ever.
‘The hours are at this instant on the wing, up-
on which eternity depends.  In this view, let!
me exhort you to look back on your pist life, |
Call your former hours to an account. Ask !
them what report they have carried to Hea.
ven, Is there anything in your life to distin-
guish *t from mere existence? Do vou dis-
cern anything but shadows in that mirror .
which remembrance holds up? Is the book
of memory one vast blank, or blotted ali over?
1f this be the case,—and I <1 afraid it i lhel
case with a great part of men.—what belter :
ave ye than the animals of the field or the for-
est 7 Like you, they sleep and they wake;
like you, they eat and they drvink; like you,
they perform the various functions of nature, !
Alas! my brethren did Almighty God create
you after his own image, that you might sink i
that image to the resemblance of a beast?
For what have you done since you came into
being, to distinguish yourselves from the
brutes that perish? Have you glorified God !
in all your actions®? Have you made yvour
cailing and election sure, by a living faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ. by repentance from
dead works, and by universal purity ot heart
and life? Have you enriched your mind with |
the treasures of wisdom? Have you adorned
your life with the beauties of holiness ? Have
you laid up many deeds of piety and charity, !
a3 a good foundation against the time to come? '
Unless you have done these things, you have
done nothing. You have been blanks in the
universe. You are as if you had never heen.
You have been fast asleep ; nov has your sleep
been the less sound, that you have dreamed
you were awake. .
I now call upon vou to arise, or be for ever
fallen. It is now high time 0 awake. Al--
mighty God now calls upon you to finish the
work which he haih given you to do.  Glory,
and hounor, and immortality are set before '
vou. Up then and be doing, and the Lord
shall be with thee. Wit sueh views of ycur
duty, and upon these principles of action, you
will never join in the apology which some
make for themselves, that the general tenor
of their life is innocent, and that at least they
have the negative merit to do no harm.
Perhaps this account may be true; but let
me ask such persons, have you ever consicer- |
ed the parable of the master who called his:
servants to account? He delivered talents
to them, according as he saw fit, with this
charge, * Oceupy il I come,” The servant
who received the one talent was negligent and
slothiul. He wrapt up his talent in anapkin,
and hid it in the esrtK. He thought he di¢
well, if he secured the capital till his Lord’s
return. But the master received the talent
with indignation. He cast the unprofitable
servant into utter darkness, and condemn-
ed him to weeping, and wailing, and

v
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gnashing of teeth. The poor wretch was
neither a thief nor a murderer. He had not
wasted his Lord's goods.  IIe had your plea—
he had done no harm. But he was found
gnilty of idleness and sloth ; he received the
senfence, and was condemned to punishment,
That which is the ground of your security.
could not save him from condemnation,

But, in good earnest, do you no harm? Is
it no harm to wander from the cradle to the
grave, in a labyvinth of amusements, either
vain or childish? TIs it no harm to waste in
dissipation and expensive pleasure, that wenlth
which might have saved an honest family from
beggary and want ?  Is it no harm to squan-
der in one continued round of vanity and fol-
ly, those vrecious hours on which your future

" happiness depends ?  If there be harm in hu-

man actions, thisis harm. Itis a criminal
negltgence which will turn the scale of your
eternal doom,

To you, my younger friends, this duty re-
commeunds itself under the most interesting
claims. You are now in that period when
time can be improved to the best advantage.
With you, every hour of lifeis precious. ‘The
misimprovement of youthful days is more than
loss 01 time. It were of little consequence to
throw away a few days from your life; but
along with these,—-you cut off the substantial
improvements, the real joys of maturer age.
Figure to yourselves the loss whieh the year
would sustain, if the spring were taber: away ;
—such a loss you sustain. No tears, nor Ja-
mentations, nor bitter upbraidings, will ever

frecall that golden perfod. 'The star sets to

rise no more; theflood rolis away never to re-
tarn,

Your own experienee, my aged brethrer.,
will urge the instant neceseity of redeeming
the time. Consider the fate that awaits vou
soom. A few steps will bring vou to the
threshold of that house which is appointed for
alt living. Man that is born of woman is of
few days. 1lle cometh forth as a flower, and
is cut down ; he flieth as a shadow, and con-
tinueth not. By the unalterable law of nature
all things here hasten to an end.  An irresis-
tible rapidity hurries evervth g to the abyss
of eternity ; to that awful abyss, to which all
things go, and from which nothing returns.
The great drama of life is perpetually going
on.  Age sueceeds to age, and generation to
generation, Not long ago, our futhers trode
the path whieh their fathers had wodden be-
. jore them ; we have come tuto their room, and
I now supply their places. In a littde time we
{ must resign 10 anvther race, who in their turn
_ also shall pass away, and give place to a new
' generation. ‘T'he race of men, said a Jewish
) writer, is like the leaves of the trees, They
: come forth in "% spring, an clothe the wood:
" with robes of green. In autumn they wither,
! they fall; the winter wind scatters them on
! the earth. Another race comes in their sea-
| son, and clothes the forest again.

Consider the world, my friends, as you saw

s
H
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it at first, and as you s.e it now. You have

marked vicissitude and alteration in all human

affairs, You nave seen changes in almost |
every department of life.  You lhave seen new |
ministers at the court, new judges on the |
hench, and new priests at the altar of the !
Lord. You have seen different kings upon

the throne. You have seen peace and wnr,i
and warand peace again.  How many of your
equals in age have you survived? How ma-,
ny younger than vot: have vou carried to the |
grave?  Year after veas hath made a blank in

the number of your friends.  Your own coun-

try has incessantly become a sérange land, and ;
anew waorld hath arisen around you, before ;
vou perceived that the old had passed away.
The same fate that hath taken away your
friends, awaits you. Fven now the decree is
aane forth. ‘The king of terrars hath receiv-
ed his commission and is now on hisway. If
vou have misemploved your time, that taleut !
which God hath put into your hand ; if vour
life is marked with guiltor foliy. how will you
answer to your own heart at that awful hour ?
For, previous to the general doom, Almighty
God hath appointed a day of judgement to the
Ureast of every man. The lest hour is ar-
dained to pass sentence an all the rest. 'The
actions of your former life will there meet you
again. How will you then answer at the bar
aof your own heart, when the collected crimes
of a lengthened life, at one view, shall flash
upon the mind ; when the ghosts of your de-
parted haurs, of those hours which you have
murdered, shall vise up in terrible array, and
ook vou 1n the face? What would you then
grive for that time which you now throw away? !
What would a wretch who lies on ihe bed of
agony, extended and groaning. who feels in
his beart the poisoned arrow of death; who,
Jooking back on his past life, turns aside from
the view; who, looking forward to futarity,,
diccerns no heam of hope to break that utter
darkness which overwhelms bim; what would .
he then give for those hours which vou now |
despise, to make his peace with Teaven, and |
fit him for his passage into the world un-
known? Remember, my friends, that this is
no imaginary case: it is a case which may!
saon be vour own.  Be wise, therefore, while :
wisdom can avail, and save vourselves frnmi
the agony of repenting in bitterness of sou, |
when all repentance may be in vain: |

To sum up all : my {riends, the time is
short. We are as guests in a strange land,
who tarrv but one night. We wander up
and down in a place of graves. Werend the
enitaphs upoi the tombs of the deceased. !
We shed a few tears over the ashes of the
dead; and. in a little time, we need from our
surviving friends the tears we paid to the me-
mory of our friends departed.

‘Time is precious. The time is now pass-
ing that fizes our fate for ever. "The hours
are, at this instant, on the wing, which carry
along with them your eternal happiness or
eternal misery.
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Time is irrecoverable. ‘The clock is wound
up once for all; the hand is advancing, and
in g little time, it strikes your last hour.

—_—

On the Dignity and Usefulness of the
Minister of the Gospel.

It is a prevalent notion now-a-days that
the sacred ministry presents no inducements
to any one to choose it as a profession. In
the first place. it is often affirmed in regard
to it, that it fails in conferring a sufficient
amount of dignitv on those who follow it.
The reason of this is evident. "These Pro-
vinces, like all other countries of a mixed
population, swarm with an almest endless va-
riety of teligious denominations, and as all
the religious tenets held hy these different de-
nominations caunot be all equally sound, it is
but natural to suppose that their unsoundness
will practically manifest itself in the daily
walk and conversation of those congregations
which adhere to them, and especially in the
conduct of those clergymen whose office it is
to enfurce and inculcate such tenets. It is
amazing to wha: an slarming extent an error
in religion may lead astray those who held it.
The Roman Catholic, believing in the infalli-
bility of the Pope, the intercession of the Vir-
gin Mary, and the invocation of Saints, ima-
gines that his eternal interests are fully se-
cured, be his daily conduct whatever it may;
the Universalist vainly imagines that God is
more merciful than just, and hence will not
punish any sinner—applies this tenet as a
soathing opiate to his restless conscience, and
hushes it to rest, and thus he indulges, with-
out the least remorse, in the greatest wicked-
ness ; and the Unitarian, placing no confidence
in the advocacy of the Redeemer, and failing

"to discern the God.like sanctity and purity

which characterized all his acts and precepts
while on earth, cherishes no desire, as an ob-
ligation to Deity, o0 tread in his footsteps
and imitate his divine example—hence his
very morality is rotten and vapid. But it
may be said that these are som2what ultra
views of the subject under consideration -~that
the denominations which T have mentioned,
are, as it were, on the very outskirts of the
field with which we, as aspirants for the min-
istry of the evangelical Protestant religion,
have to do. Well, then, let us come nearer
home; let us, as it were. take a teletcopic
view of the good ““ Auld Kirk” of Sco'lund,
in the support and propagation of whose reli-
gious tenets, many of our devoted forefathers
have uahesitatingly bled and died ; and shall
we find that all her numerous clergy are en-
tirely spotless before the envious and wistful
gaze of her various sister denominations?
We cannot, we dare not say so. Within her
pale, there is, alas! many acripple; treadirg
her sacred precinets, there are many, many,
who would have done more honour to the
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world and to themselves to have followed the
ploughshare, or to hare handled the poiider-
ouy sledgehammer of the blacksmith. But
it may be asked, * Does this state of things
in regard to some of her clergy arise from tne
fallacy of her creed P”  We can answer No.
It is a matter of the highest consolation to us,
her adherents, to be able to say that we firm-
Iy and conscientiously believe that her creed
is purer and mere scriptural than that of any
other Church in christendom. Where, then,
say vou, lies the flaw? It jies in that moral
and intellectual incapacity, in some of her
winisters, for the sacred office, which solely
arises (that is, the moral incapacity) from a
want of divine grace in the heart, and conse-
quently, from want of sufficient stimulus for
wood in the soul. It is nat, then, our Churc! s
fault. A wan in whose constiution is deep-
Iv rooted the seuds of disease and death, may
stand from morning till night in the apothe-
cary’s shop, surrounded with medicines of un-
questionable healing virtue, and sufficiently
adequate, if only partaken of, to eradicate his
deadly disease; yet for all, if he obstinately
refuses to touch them, he is still asickly, a
dying man. So the religious creed which an
individual adopts may, in all its articles, be a
very transcript of the Divine Will, and yet,
notwithstanding this, such an individual, as

daily observation but too clrarly testifies, may
atill be in “ the gall of bitterness and in the '
bond of iniquity.” The way is sufficiently !
1aid open before him, his creed is an infallible ;
directory to the haven of celestial bliss; but !
because he disregards the directions therein |
laid down, he goes astray—he perishes. Now
if there be found among the clergy of our
Chureh, individuals who are not blameless in
their outward de neanar, and who are unqual- |
ified for the cfficient discharge of theiv sacred |
duties, the discovery, no doubt, betrays in-!
dignity and disgrace; but mark ve, such in-
dignity is not attachable to the sacred profes-
sion of the ministry, but to the wnhappy indi- |
viduals themselves. Gold is not the less pure |
!
+
!

and genuine because dross is found skimming
over its sarfuce in the heated furnuce; so,
neithier is the sacred office of the ministry less
pure and less invested with heaveniy dignity,
because here and there there may be found |
holding it nten whose lives are not in keeping |
with the sacred ptinciples which they profess
to teach.

But another reason may be assigned for the
seeming want of dignity under which the cle-
sical profession appears to labour in our times::
it is @ want of a 1equisite amount of educa-
tion for the sacred office. In order to excel’
and do honor to any of the learned profes-
sions, @ large amount of geuneral information
is requisite, and especially a large amouut of
that kind of information which is peculiar to
the particular profession which ane chooses.
‘rhe medical practitioner, in order to be sue-
cessfnl and eminent in his calling, must be a
nian well versed in the medical literature of !

1
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his day ; but he were to fail wretchedly, and
hring manifest disgrace upon his profussion,
if he were found ignorant of the principles of
chemistry, or physiology, or unatom.y.  Now,
if the profession of the « Healing Avt,” whose
benefits are chiefly confined within the narrow
limits of this present life, demands, in order
to its dignity and efficiency, a large amount
of general and particular education, oh ! much
more does that profession to which we aspire,
whose blessings are not only designed to
sweeten the cup of life, Lut to minister, also,
joy and consolation in the last great struggle,
and secure a joyous immortality beyond the
tomb, Butitis the opinion of certain par-
ties, that a profound classical and scientihe
information, instead of being conducive to
the efficient discharge of the duties of the
Holy Ministry, is really adverse to it, and in
support of this opinion, they frequently ad-
duce the success of the illiterate fishermen of
Galilee in their first evangelistic efforts. Than
this, however, nothing can be more absurd.
‘The fisnermen of Galilee, to be sure, had em-
inent success, and all their evangelistic labors
were characterized with grand moral dignity;
vet, notwithstanding their singular success,
T ask, does history justify the remark that
any illiterate fishermen, or illiterate mechan-
ics, since their day, had equal success? Ifis-
tory is silent on any such statement. ‘The
evangelistic success of the illiterate fishermen
of Galilee was more miraculous than a matter
of any commonplace occurrence. 'The Re-
deemer, in the fulness of time, had come, and
had himself committed the dissemination of
his glorious message not to the Rabbinical
doctors of much-boasted learning and phil-
osophy, nor to the vain, seif-conceited Phati-
sees, but to the poorest and most illiterate
men of the land; and why? Just that “ the
excellency of the power.” as the apostle ex-
presses it, “ may be of God, and not of men ;"
or hecause, as the same apostle elsewhere
says: “ God hath chosen the foolish things
of the world to confound the wise; and God
hath chasen the weak things of the world to
confound th? things which are mighty™, and
why 2 “ that no flesh should glory in his pre-
sence.” Our Saviour, then, had a special and
a mest wise object in view in choosing the
poor fishermen of Galilee to transmit and dis-
seminate his gospel. Inthe first place, he had
to prove his own Divinity; for without prov-
ing this before the cves of a sinful and preju-
diced generation, his doctrine could not have
heen believed as divine;—and hence to ac-
complish this desivable end, he had to produce
works indicative of his divinity, for he him-
self said to the dishelieving Jews: « Though
ve believe not me, believe my works; thatye
may know and beliese that the Father is in
me, and I in Him.” Now, what work could
more visibly bear the stamp of Divinity than
the confurring of such power upon these de-
spised, overlooked Galileans, as to enable
them to work muracles, cast out devils, and
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heal the sick ? Naot one. Bat the divinity |
of the Saviour haviug been thus long ago es- |
tablished and genarally believed in through- |
uut the Christian Church, surely these means
which have been then employed for the es
tablisnment of this grand point, are now no
longer needed ;—hence it is but a simple and
vicious apology this, to oftes in our days, for
want of adequate education for the profession
of the holy ministry. o run down learning
and philosophy, and substitute illiterateness
in its place as being only favorable to the
diguity and efficiency of the ministry, is but
another way of sanctioning that old wreched
tenet of the Romish Church, ¢ that ignorance
1s the mother of devotion.”

No, no, gentlemen, profound learning is
necessary for this high, this important office.
'The proper understanding of the word of God
is a thing of paramount importance to the
winister of the gospel. Now. the study of
those Janguages in which the word of God
had been originally penned, is the very first |
step in the 1ight direction for the attainment |
of this greatend. Also 10 prove and illus-
trate many portions of scripture, recourse
must often be bad to natural laws, hence a
knowledge of the sciences is indispensibly re-
quisite.  We have a striking confirmation of
the truth of this remark in the immortal
works of Chalmers, and Hugh Miller. The
former bravely and learnedly battled with the
hardened and obtuse infidel, and hushed himn
to inglorious silence, amidst the far distant
orbs of heaven ; and the latter achieved a no
less nobie conquest amidst the fossils and
deep caverns of the earth, But there are cex-
tain individuals, as I have said, whe, failing
to see any necessity for any classical or phil-
osophical training for the clerical profession,
enter into it at once, and as might be expect-
ed, at once disgrace it. When assailed by
the sneering, but it may be, more learned in-
fidel, and are demanded to give anaccount of
the faith “that is in tnem,” like so many un-
disciplined soldiers who never wielded a sword
they act to disadvantuge, and thus give cause
to their elated oppounent to suppose that he
has gained a complete triumph. The cause
of Divine truth is thus often most sadly in-
jured, Gad is dishonoured, and the dignity of
the ministerial office, very materially dimmed.
But i: is a matter of consolation for us to re-
flect, that, that Branch of the visible Church
to whieh we beloug is in a great measure ex-
cmpt from this evil.  Her members, we think,
and at the same time speaking charitably and
impertially, can compete in point of learning
with those of any Church in the Christian
world. She has her standard of education,
and that standard must be reached by every
one of her ministers before he can be allowed
to fill the sacred office at all. Thus, sheis
at least, (and oh! it isa no small blessing)
hedged in from this presumpteous invasion of
Reverand ignoramuses, and the part of her
dignity, in this respect, is maintained unalter-
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able throngh all periods of her eventful his-
torv. . * . * * * .

‘The usefulness of any station or of any
profession, is as well tested from the fruits
which it yields; or, in other words, from the
direct benefits or advantages which society
receives from it. Now need Itell you that
the Gospel ministry bas its fruits in whatever
quarter of the glebe it can find ad.nittance.
History is conclusive on this !)oint. Murk
this gradutl and majestic march of the Gos-
pel frum the very first eras of its histury, and
follow it in its rapidly widening path over na-
tions up to the present time, and what stu-
pendous works do we not behold! Like a
glowing meteor that has its wrial path paved
with streaming light in what direction soever
of the heavens it darts, the gospel carries its
lignt—a glorious moral illumination, and en-
ligutens (if they only embrace it} all those
who sit 1 the “ valley and shadow of death.”

. Go to ludia, where Satan has had his seat

undisturbed for so many ages, and you can
find its fruits there, ripening for an immortal
bloom. Go to New Zealand, and the uiter-
most habitable parts of the wide eerth.—
where Cannibalism and the most atrocious
barbavities have been for ages practized,—
where man has fallen te 2 miost fearful state
of degradation and vice, and even there you
can see brilliant tropies of the everlasting
gospel,—cannibalism is abolished,—the fight-
ing club is laid down,—the deformed and
dumb idols, are ina great measure thrown‘‘to
the moles and to the bats,”—peace is estab-
lished, and the inteliect, which has been on
the very verge of annihilation is being devel-
oped—Justice daves raise her head to give
every man his due,~—schools are established,
and one living and true God is alone acknow-
ledged aud adored. Nay, look to the now
enlightened and far famed island of Graat
Britain, and consider what it has been in the
dark ages of old, when the whole region was
but one unbroken forest and marsh land, ex-
cept where it had been thinly dotted over
with the few yude huts of the native Britons,
and contrast her condition then to her now
prosperous and flourishing aspect, and ‘does
not this retrospect emphatically declare the
usefulness of the gospel ministry? But the
Infidel and mere worldly inclined man will
question the validity of such statements will
say, that it is entirely through the industry
and intellectual training of its people that a
country can rise to eminence, and enjoy the
comforts and luxuries of civilisation. In this
they are partly true, and partly false. Itis
true that it is in a great measure through the
industry and intellectual development of its.
inhabitants that a country can rise in the
scale of civilisation, and secure wealth and
sociel happiness, but I ask when is this indus~
try ever properly displayed, or when is the
intellect ever developed and its faculties pro-
perly directed, but when Christianity is at the
root of the whole, and with its Lfe giving
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-principles -causing the whole to advance and | long ago hushed to silence.
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He forgets that

to flourish.”  Yes, Great Britnin has flourish-, there is a Ged above him who has respec: to
ed, and Ireland has flourished, but the foun- ) the afizirs of men.  Full af spirit and 1ealth-
dation stone of all this progress, was laid, '€ul vigor, ie puts the day of adversity fav

little as he thought of it, by that great and | from him.
¢, from a'luxurious ende and :njoyment,. a deadly dis-

‘intrepid warrior, Julivs Crwsmr.

various design,—that of gratifying his own -casé seatsupon his vitale.

But hark ! in the midst of all his

His pulse now he-

pride and ambitien, penetrated this island  comes irregular, hic brenthing diflicalt, The
with his victorious army, bat God, who can |dainty viands which lately gratified his paliet
take good out of evil, meant it for good. A, arv brought before him, but they are now dis-

way was thus loid open for the introduction ! tasteful. i
of that glorious gospel whieh was now gain- ; dicines bring no relief.

ing access into different pasts of the Roman’

empire. The mist of superstition and ignor-
ance was now to give way, druidical worship

was to be relinquished, and the beams of the

sun of righteousness was then the first time
«to arise over Britain * with healing under his
wings.” It is this grand event i British
History, I say, that was the starting point to-
swards that intellectual and moral greatness
<which has ever since so signalty distinguish-
-ed the British nation, And this is the case
indeed with al nations who are visited with
the glac tidings of salvation. Tt isa fact that
must never he overlooked, that the offections
of a pe~ple, must be in a healthy state, if their
intellect is ever to work powerfully for good.
But whence do the affections receive their

roper noarishment, but from those heaven

orn truths which are scattered over the pa-
ges of Revelation? Here alone do we find
motives of any value presented for moral pro-
gress, and these motives, under the quicken-
ing and divective’ influences of thg Holy Spi-
rit, sink into tne innermost recesses of the
soul, and grow into heavenly principles, and
these principles, like irresistable impelling for
.ces, drive those in whom they are implanted
-ever onwards and upwards, and cause them
to devote all their physical and intellectual
energies to the diffusion of happiness, If
tirm moral princi&)les do not take possession
-of the heart, intellect will only work disaster-
.ously.

If a fated comet, in the course of its ec-
«centricity in space were to dash against our
Hoasted planet, and hurl it to atoms, the loss
would surely bear no comparison to the loss
of a single sonl witn its wonderful powers
and high destiny. This is not the mere dic-
tation of fancy, it is in substance, the lan-
guage of Scripture; for says he who “spake
as never man spake.” * What is man pro-
fited if he were to gain the whole world, and
lose his own souls or what shall a man give
in exchange for hig soul.” Now the minister
of the gospel cannot of himself be said to save
this inconceivably precious gem eternal ruin ;
he is at best but an instrument; but even as
such, who can sufficiently value his grand of-
fice? Ah! none but the converted and reno-
vated sinner can do so. Look at yonder sen-
sualist! He deily marches forward in the
prime of his strength, and has no higher
sim than to gratify his appetites, His con-
s,once, being frequently tampered with, is

‘The physician is called, but his me-
His system shows
symptoms of daily prostration and decay.
His days are epidently num! ered.  And now
what shall he do! lle suddenly wakes £
the first time, as from a fearful dream. He
looks back upon his past life with horror, and
finds it but one continuous acene of sensual
indulgence. He looks hefore him, and finds
kimselt on the very confines of time, with
dark mysterious and awfully uninviting eter-
ity ready to burst upon his view. His sen-
sunl companions throng around his dying
eouch, but they have no comforting words to
eommunicate to him, and after gazing for a
little while on his pallid form, they stupidly
turn away and leave him. He cries cut in
the very anguish of his sonl, and naene in the
wide universe seems capable of soothing his
departing spirit, But yes! do not despair,
there is one, the minister of the Gospel, 1{e
hears of his deplorable condition, and with a
heart glowing with philautrophy which the
spirit of God alone can kindle, he runs to his
rescue. He examines his case, tells him not
to despair, and reminds of the consoling fact
that there is still 2 balm in Gilead for him,
and a mighty physician there, who is both
able and willing to fill up his aching void, and
that by an application to this physician, even
at this late hour, ¢ though his sins he as scar-
let, they shall be as white as snow ; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wuol.” After this adwonitoyy address, he
kneels and earnestly intercedes on his behalf
at the throne of Grace, and then departs.
And now soon, witness the amazing change!
The desponding, dying man does apply to the
physician of sinners, His efforts are weak ;
but he who has promised to make his strength
perfect in human weakuess, strengthens him
and administers to him consolation, and thus
he is translated from the verge of the bottom-
less pit to eternal glory. Oh! this is but a
faint picture illustrative of the usefulness of
the minister of the gospel: still, I trust that
the consideration of it may give you some
idea of this grand truth. And now I have
dore, Ifear I have already exhausted your
putience too much ; hut if I have, I trust that
the importance of my subject, howe: : poor-
ly it may have been handled, may serve as an
apology.

And now one word in conclusion; and it
is this :—Let ug, oh! let us not think lightly
or disparagingly of that sacred profession
which we have chosen, Let those of us who
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2f o Fwitwell with the child, though not for her,
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have now borne the greater part of the bur--
den and heat of the day in preparing within
these walls for this profession, redouble our |
energy, and pray to God for an out-pouring :
of his spirit upon us, so that we may be thus |
fully and efficiently equipped for Sghting the !
vattles of the Loid ngainst the mighty ; and
let you, our dear friends who may have per- |
haps come up this session for the first time, |
be firm and courageous. Let nothing daunt |
you. A period of six years preparation in
this place may appear to you somewhat long, .
and that extensive field of literature and sci-
ence over which you have te eross during that
time, may appear to you almest unsurmount-
able, still let « Labor vineit omnia” ever be !
your watch word, and pray to God for sup-’
vort, and fear not but that he for vhose ser-!
vice you are preparing yourselves, will streng- '
then you and enable you to go through all!
with credit and will this qualify vou for being !
eventually powerful and successful workersin
Ins own vineyard.

Joux LIVINGSTON.

Queen's College, Nev. 27th, 1857,

]
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¢Is it well with the Child ¢
Kines.
Is it well with the child? he is Iying there,
Like a li'y so pale and still;
His waxen 1orehead and golden hair,
No dreams of the morning thrill.
Like heavy seals on the glad blue eyes,
His fringed eyelids fall, ~ .
And the hps that Jaughed in their scarlet dyes,
Are dumb to life’s joyous call.

1s it well with the child? let his mother speak,
She is kneeling beside his bed,

Raining wild tears on the marble cheek,
Which tells her, her child is dead.

Dead, yet so Ifving—love’s fibres start
At the clasp of his little hands.

His sweet voice riugs throughher bleeding heart,
As with memory alone she stunds.

Is it well with the child? wherefoie ;}k her this,
When he lies so dumb ang pale, 2=
Deaf to her sorrow, and cold 1o her kiss,
Mute to her passionate wail?
Her crown of life is a fallen thing,
Her rose is but pallid dust,
Why touch the harp with its broken string,
Ot speak of the perished trust. .

Is it well with the child 2 she answered "tis well,
Through her tears came the soft reply,

As she rose in the strength of a mighty spell,
Which shoze in her steadfast eye;

The stricken and silent one,
Yet she rises above the .cmpest’s stir,
For faith has the trinmph won.,

It is well with the child in the Shepherd’s land,
Where the pastures are green and fair;
Strange power is given to that little hand,
‘Lo {ead that mother where
The fold is open by day and night,
Calling the wanderers in,
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‘T'o mansions filled with Emmanuel’s light,
From a world of deuth and sin.

ItIi)s wc;ll \vilt\h the child--s{xc kr‘)cl\r it was well,
eath took, but it gave the while -
A;)lodge from the tueg invisible, \KW
n the light of thas holy smile. %
Suffer t'1e children to come unto me,
QOn earth was the Saviour’s call,
With a breaking heart she bent the knee,
Christ took and she gave her all.
(V4
Yt gave with a patient, willing hcart./
‘The gift which her futher lent,
As a gem in that great Crown'’s glorious part,
Which shines as the firmament.
Those little lips learued the firstburn’s song,
Whose music as healing fell 3
¥s it well with the child ? her faith was strong,
She answered through tears, * It is well "

Harirax, SepreMBeR 5th, 1802, M.J..K

() e

Address by Rev. Mr., Paton.

THE following add: ese delivered at Sydney
by the Rev. Mr. Paton—=a missionary in the
service of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,
Scotland—will be read with interest, as giv~

i in{)7 an account of the progress that has been

made in the South Sea Islands. The extract
is taken from the Record of the Presbyterian
Churck of the Lower I rovinces :—

The Rev. J. G. Paton expressed his cordial
thanks for the reception he had met with thie
evening, and only felt sorry that he was sa
unworthy of the kindness and approbatien
evinced towards him by the reverend fathers
and brethien he saw around him. His object
in appearing before them, as they had been
informed, was to plead the cause of the mis~
sion with which he was connected, and to give
a statement of the work in which, in the pro~
vidence of God, he had been eagaged for a
little more than three years. The group of
Islands which had been the scene of his la-
hours was called the New Hebrides, rather
more than a thousand miles from Sydney,
consisting of upwards of thirty islands, with
a pojalation of a hundred and filty thousend,
and these, with the exception of the inhabi~
tants of ene island, living in a state of the
utmost depravity and heathen darkness,
Fourteen years ago a missionary was sent
there. The daily work of these savages then
was fighung among themselves aud feasting
upon human flesh ; the women were perfect
slaves, having to do all the labour. They
were frequently strangled, and infanticide was
common. The grossest praciices of savage
heathen life were indulged in oa the island
of Aneiteum. It had = population of about
three thousand, aud these had been led by
missionary labour to lay aside their idolatary,
their worship of sticks and stones, and to em-
hrace the doctrines of Jesus Christ, and the
adoration of the true God. No longer were
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they to be found clubbing each other, mur-
dering wives and infants, or revelling in can-
nibalism. They might now be seen sitting at
the feet of Jesus, asking that they might
Jearn from him what to do.
in the morning they might be seen approach-
ing the mission schools with little baskets
containing those porti-ns of God’s word they
{:ossessed, and when at the school, they might
e seen sitting and meekly asking what God
would have them do. Some of those schools
he (Mr. Paton) had visited, and had observed
children of four or five years, with their mo-
ther and her infant, around an aged father, all
desiring to be instructed. Not being able to
read, the aged frequently sat with the young
boys who read aloud to them, the elder ones
listening with the gravest atteation imagina-
ble. They treasured up and committed to me-
mory that which was read to them. Mr Geddie
asked one of the aged mensome questions from
the Gospel of Matthew. ‘The old man began
apparently to read, but he (Mr. Paton) was
told that ke could not read & letter, and, in-
deed, when the book was closed he answered
.Just as well as before, having whilst listening
to what wasread to him by the boys, commit-
ted to memo¥y many of the passages, so that
when told in what part of the gospel he was
to read, he could repeat them from memory.
The whole of these people were professed be-
iievers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in their
knowledge of the Scriptures would put to the
blush many of the professed Christians of ot.s
native land. At sunrise their voices might
be heard in prayer and praise to Almighty
God, and when in the evening they retired to
rest, the family asse.abled and poured forth
their hearts 1o him in fervent devotions.

It was scarcely within the bounds of con-
ception that such a change should have been
wrought by missionary labour within fourteen
years. When, on visiting some of the schools,
he bad seen old and young, women and chil-
dren, pouring forth their voices and their
hearts to God in thankspiving, tears of joy
had rolled down his cheeks. The change that
had teken place on this island within the last
three yaars, was a hopeful indication of what
he expected as the result, in a short period,
of the labour of those who worked with the
aid of the Holy Spirit. It was, however, but
a small island of a Jarge group, 2nd many
thousands were still living in a state of savage
heathenism, killing and feasting upon their
fellow-creatures, bowing down to the most
bratish idols, and worshipping even the Evil
Spirit, to whom they sacrificed their children,
whom they often threw into the boiling springs
in a passion. He and-the other missionaries
had known them to club their children, cook
them, and invite their neighbours to feast on
them. They had known them to kill more
than seven individuels for one feast, to which
they invited the whole community. They
had been known to seek to drag the mission-
ary to these féasts, and would ave yukeeed-

As the sun rose |

ed, had they not, in the providence of Gad,
been protected from such a degradation. How
seldom was it considered that there were on
| earth people revelling in the grossest crimes,
utterly depraved, and sinking daily into eter-
nal misery, and that, too. within so shart o
distance from this highly-favored city. But
now he had come to appeal to its Christian
people for the means wherewith to enable the
missionary to pursue his efforts for giving
these miserable savages the enjoyment of the
cospel as it was in Jesus. If those who now
listened to his appeal loved Jesus, the appeal
would not be in vain. As they valued those
opportunities of eternal salvation conferred
upon themselves, in the same degree would
they be anxions to use every effort to rescue
from misery those who had not the blessing
of the gospel among them. Had his hearers
scen these wretched heathens as he and his
brother missionaries had seen them, they
would put forth every effort until they rescuad
them from their miserv. The missionaries
could only visit a few of these islands, having
but a small vessel, the John Knoz, of eighteen
tons, with which, however, they had managed
with difficuity to place native teachers on five
islands. On account of the high winds and
heavy seas which frequently prevailed in these
quarters, this small vesse{ did not admit of
their extending their visits farther. The so-
ciety had been requested to make arrange-
ments for the Jokn Williams on her return
from England. to visit these islands. There-
quest, was listened to, and instructions were
given to carry out this ohject as far as it was
practicable ; she was to visit the islands be-
yond Aneiteum. But that vessel had so
much to do tha: the captain was unable to
carry out the wishes of the missionaries. All
they could do, thercfore, was to bring back
| the native teachers, and for a time to turn
their back upon those perishing heathens;
willitg as they were to hear of Christ, the
missionaries were not able to stretch out a
helping haud for the salvation of those wretch-
ed heings.

With regard to the Jokn Williams, he
might remind them how much had been done
by the Sabbeth school children in Evgland,
and Scotland, in purchasing and fiing out
that vessel for the missicnary service. Even
when the directors thought of selling her for
want of funds, the Sabhath-school children
again come forward to supply the money re-
quired’ for the service of a vessel when it was
to be engaged in the work of Jesus Christ.
"The vessel wes not sold, more mouey being
thus obtained thau was actually required, the
Sabbath-school children having been tauglt
to love Christ, and to desire that the word of
God might be carried to the heathens in the
South Sea Islands. But as she could not ex-
tend the missionary work in the Xew Hebrides
and Loyalty Groups, the missionaries in that
quarter unanimously resolved to make an ap-
peal to the children of the Sabbath schools
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it ihe colonies, believing that they would be of the Jokn Williams there were twelve of the
willing 1o afford aid. From American vessel | nauves baptized, who sat down with the mis-
gailed in the cause of Christ, and the mission- | sionaries at the communion table. There
aries came to the conclusion that the Sabbath | were multitudes of heathens standing round
school crildren of these coionies were able, | in sad silence, asking themselves, no doubt,
like the children of America and England, to| what these things meant. It was our inten-
send forth a vessel on the same glarious er-| tian to place native teachers on ali those
rand. They now, therefore, appeal for such islands, and have the menns of visiting them;
aid, not on their own personal behalf, though! for upon all oceasions when it was found ne-
it filled their heart with gladness to be engag- | cessary to send the John Williams home to
ed in carrying the glorious news of salvation ! England, the heathen would think and say
to these miserable creatures who were perlsh- |.that the friends of the native teachers had
ing in idoistrous ignorance. 'They propused | gone home and had deserted them, and the
to place native teachers on various islands of ; native teachers would be hardly dealt with,
the group. The last attempt they made was| Whereas, if we could shew that we cared for
1o locate two native teachers on the side of | them, and often visited them, they would be
Tana, opposite to hisstation. The vessel was|{ treated with kindness, and their instructions
taken rouund the island. There had been would be better reeeived by the heathen. We
many quarrels between the natives and the| had at preseat eight netive teachers laboring
traders, and when the vessel appeared the na-j in those islands. We had visited them at
tives fled to the bush. Maving no boat, the| their work, and had seen the heathens gather-
vessel was kept waiting for men to come off} ed round them, and listening attentively to

but although they were called, none of them
could be tempted on board. ‘The missiona-
ries felt grieved, and when in the evening
they retired without success, they poured out
their hearts to God that the heathen might be
brought from the bush. ilext morning they
thought they had gained their object when 2
cingle canoe came 1nsight, but it quickly dis-
appeared. Ultimately, however, a canoe ap-
peared, and the man was told not to be afraid,
that he was not going to be killed, but that
the missionaries had come to tell him about Je-|
hovah. At length the canoe came near, and
a string of beads was thrown out and picked
up. ‘They then threw a looking-glass, after-
wards a piece of cloth. Gradually the canoe
came up to the vessel, and the man came
on board trembling with terror so as to
be almost unable to speak. He was
told that they were missionaries, and :hat
there must be no more fighting or eating!
of men. He said missionary *live here.”|

the rending of God’s word, He might have
given them an interesting statement regard-
ing & Raratongan teacher, who was placed
last year on the island of Fotuna. A severe
hurricane visited that island, and the natives
were reduced to great extremities for want of
foad ; and on afterwards visiting the island,
he asked the native teacher what he had done
under the circumstances for support. His
reply was, that he loved God, and that God
loved him and had provided for him ; and on
being asked how God had provided for him,
he stated that when all his food was gone, and
he was very hungry, he sat down and piayeqd
to God, and asked him if he was to die of
hunger? Having prayed, he observed some
pigs passing by, and following them 1o the
bush, saw them tearing up the native roots,
when it occurred to him, that if the pigs could
be nourished by the roots, he and his wife
could be nourished by them too; he accord-
ingly did collect them and fed upon them.

Having made such statements in English, e Were not the men who would submit to such
(Mr. Paton) said in the native Janguage, that : hardships in the cause of the Saviour, worthy
e wished to go on shore, and open up tue: of our support and of our counfidenc as Chris-
way for the establishment of two teachers to [ tians?  And were not such men caleulated,
come and talk with his people. He said his ; in the providence of God, to do good to those
people wouid kill them. The missionaries | heathens amongst whom they have been pla-
told him they loved his people, and said why 1 ced? Yes. These men were grateful to the
kill them. ‘They then stepped into the canve, missionaries for all they had tausht them
went on shore, and were met by multitudes : and already there was scarcely an island in
of savages, who yelled, raised their clubg, and ; those parts, upon which some of those missi-
poised their spears in threatening attitudes. ! onavies had not sealed their testimony with
However, when they were soinewhat appeas- ; their blood and had falien martyrs to the cause
ed, the native teachers were left amoug them ! in which they were embarked. We wanted,
with & promise that the vessel should return ; then, to take the native teachers to all these
in three weeks. On their return at the ap-|islands; and from the kind encouragement
pointed time, seven or cight canoes came; we had met with, and from the friendly Chris-
alongside the vessel, and returning after ex-) tnn feeling that had been manifested in this
amining it. The chief gave up his house to§ large city, by all the chiidren of God with’
the *eachers. who remained for tweive months | whon: we had come into contqet, we had:
and instructed the people in many things per- | grounds for confidence that our appeal would
taining to the kuowledge of Jesus Chnst. not be unanswered. }e hoped that he would

On another island, by God’s blessing onj not be sent back to those dark heatheas 30
the labours of three teachers, at the last visis| tell them that he had made an appeal- 1o the
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Christian community in Syduey, but that they | and self-vindication forbid silence. At the
would not supply the vessel that was required. | same time, we would abserve, that were e to
He hoped that such a vessel would be obtain- , reply to the many unworthy and gratuitous
ed, and that it would, in God’s providence, | accusations, which are brought against us by
be the means of extending the cause of Christ | the sawe parties, we ceuld find little time for
and of bringing thousands of these benighted | more agreeable work. Let us take this case
heathens to a knowledge of the truth. He | of universal notoriety, as an instance of their
atill further hoped that the Christians of Syd- ! unscrupulousness.

ney, would give him, and his fellow-labourers | What could be more at variance with the
an interest in their prayers. We might have | dictates of common sense, than that we, as o

your contributions, but these might come
short of meeting the desired object, but if
earnest prayers were sent forth, it would move
that Arm that moved the universe.

; church should make use of McMillan in any
, way. e did not prove himself so dignified
| and estimable a character, when employed in
i the cclonies, to do the work of that Church of

Allusion had been made by one of his rev- | which he still claims right of membership :
erend brethren to the dangers he had experi- | and on his return to Scotland, bis account of
enced ; but for that mention he would net | the state of our church here, interspersed with
have referred to them, as he had net come , his low wit and abuse, excited bursts of ap-

here for that purpose, but as they had been
introduced, he was bound to say something
about them. He had witnessed heathenism
in the New Hebrides Islands in its most de-
graded form. When first he went amongst
the heathen, fights occurred daily in which
lives were lost.  On every hand human blood
flowed, and human victims were sacrificed al-
most every day. Seven of these battles were
fought around the mission-house. Healways
went among them to try and puta stop to
these quarrels, and always with much fear,
and prayed that God would bless his efforts ;
and the result of his interference often was
the laying aside of the murderous weapons.
The last heathen fight that was fought on
Tang, before the outbreak which caused the
missionaries to leave, was fought in front of
the mission-house. At day-break on that
morning, the savage war cry awoke him.—
Springing to his feet, he rushed in the midst
of the combatants, the clubs and spesrs fall-
ing in all directions, and besought them with
tears to go away. At lengththe company on
one side sat down, and listened with silence
to what he had to say. Presently, one of the
chiefs took up his cause and repeated every
word he had said, enforcing his speech by ap-
prevriate gestures, and appealing to the com-
batasts to put away their clubs and spears.
Such .n influence as that was not gained in a
day.

§Ir. Paton coneluded by giving a graphic
account of his recent estape from Tana, and
of the almost miruculous manner in which he
hisd been preserved.

—0

The Cardross Case:

WE should be glad to leave this case and
its results to those immediately concerned,
wero' they equally disposed to accerd to us,
the same non-intrusive privilege. But when
we are represented as having employed Mc-
Afillsn as our agent, to their sad ennoyance,
and when heis said to have hopelessly lost
Tis pleas, to our great disappointment, truth

iplause and manifest satisfaction. While

hearing how his grossly colored tale was re-
 ceived by his employers, it occurred to us :—
| What a sad want of Christan principle in
J speaker and hearers? Were the report trus
or false, one spark of Christian spirit must
have produced sadness and not mirth, Do
these represent the men who lay ciaim to all
the Christian principle of Scotland? You
have sadly mistaken your spirit. You are
| doubtless preparing yourselves for divine
chastisements.” We hiave therefore from first
viewed this case, and the troubles, into which
pursuer and defenders are involved, the be-
ginnings of retributive justice. \While then
we would have our hands clean, from the use
of such agencies, we advise those who em-
ployed one so capable of sowing the seeds of
strife and disunion in these colonies, to con-
fess penitantly in the presence of the Prince
; of Peace, that they have grievously erved, and
 to manifest their sincerity, by cultivating cha-
rity and good-will, as the only way by which
y they can hape to estape the frown, and se-
cure the favour and approbation of heaven.
He is also said to have hopelessly Jost hiz
case, and in consequence, he is represented ax
an exhibition of *shame and wretchedness on
the world.” We do not know whether to pi-
ty most, the dishonesty or esultation mani-
fested over the assumed prostration of a poor
man.  Whereas, in fact, the only thing that
; would seem to indicate a defea, is clearly sta-
ted by one of the judges—* his wwant of
means.”  And is itnot a very disreputable vic-
tory for any large body, more especially an
ecclesiastical body, to put down one claiming
rights of fellowship, simply because he has
not means to vindicate himself. Such a po-
sition has never, we believe, heen before laud-
ed as a victory in Britain. Woe are assured;
howerver, that his counsel has determined to
take up his case anew, and in doing so, they
are vindicating not the character of this man,
but of all Britain. It were indeed, a lasting
| disgrace on her records, in the present aspect
of the case, were this not done. And we
| might wonder, had not his counsel so de-
| :ermined. For their past success in his hehnif,
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has been everything hut complete vietory, nud
it has been the wast complete humilintion of
every posliian agsumed by the defendant<,

Every prineple of publié importance has
been setided awainst them.  The Free Coneeh !
wasg consrranesd, ia the first nstnee, to sais
fy production: W the seeond, their pleas o
the fucompetency of acivil court 1o reduce
the sentence of ecelesinstical courts, and e
purely spiritual character of the sentence and
its consequences, were abl set aside, aml ahe !
courts of every dissenting communion, placed
in the same poasitien, in relationo the Jawyas
that of any ehvil assoeintion, Al these poinis
have been decided, and the competency of the
pursuer’s pleas fully established.  And one
of the tw judges who dismisses the case in
its present bearing, states, that the defenders
are charreahle with the mass of litdgation
which retarded the case coming up on is own
merits—they, for vears, sirngaled 10 preciade
the comrt from entering upon the merits of
their cluims, on a strange misapprebension of
the natre and object ot the action.”  Besides
not one of the judges has once hinted that the
defender was Likely to sustain a defem.

The only trinmph which the parsuers have
really gained, is, that they have no legal fom-
ng in the ecitil courts, by itself as a Chareln
or when represemted by its judicatoriesd
Surely this is a very negative and truly humi-
lating one.  The anly point that has been de-
cided against MeMillan by his jadges,—the
third dissenting,—was, that he did not pursue
the proper party—that instead of parsuing the
General Assembly of the Tree Chureh, through
their office-bearers, moderator, and clerks,
he onght to have pursued sny member of the
majority of the court, who voted for his sus.
pension and  deposition.  The dissenting
Judge discerns, that in as much as it would
appear that the Free Church bad adopted the
whole constitution and practice of the Chureh
of Scotland, including the rules for sning and
being sued for, the action has been raised
agawnst the praper parties. But is not this
seeming defeat a real vietors ? Does not
the decision ot all the judges cleavly imply,
thet there was a party against whom 3t was
competent for him to raise an action.

Space does not admit, nor do we desire, to
enter at length into the merits of this case.
We caunot, however, but express our convie-
tion, that the conduet of the leaders in the

re« Church, in this tase, had been tyranni-
cal in the outset—1to an extent unknown in
any Protestant associution, and very undig-
nified and inconsistent throughout the whole
course of procedure. While the Parsuer's
case is pending before the Church court, it is
heard somewhere, that he appealed in self-
defence to the civil tribuial—that he has ta-
ken a course which many of his ecclesinstical
Jjudges had cone before the secession, and they
have all done since in this ease, and what an
inspired apostle had done long before. Tor
this imaginary crime, he is summoned before

TUHE CHURCE OF SCOTLAND

their bar. He i« asked a simple guestion.
He is debered one vord of explanation, And
b e mse e i honest enongh to give 2 truths
fab answer, he is at onee deprived of all eecle-
shwtieal mivileges, and consequently of dvil,
vizhise Farthis asswned erine, be is dealt
with in greater severity tha for acts of im-
morility,

Wit does the Parsuer complain of - Tlig
alteged grievanee iso that he had noet been
tried by the compact or constitation of his
own Cuareh, And do pvot all conceivable
equities justify bis complaiot 2 1Had they
unanimausly regarded him as the most abject
of characters, jastiee roquired that be should
he juleed by the laws of their matual consti-
tution Bt he was defended by a consider-
able minority in the inferior conrts, . Surely,
theu, sympathy mnst be on his side until he
is tried o ahe aigh o conrt by the rules of
their own association,  Tad e been so tried,
they might easils Lave unfulded the manner
and gronnds of theiv procedure. At the
same ey to sone a fair serwting of the ease
is simply o imitate Papists everywhere, In
the dace of such oppression and over-hearing
conducet, the civil comt has a right to protect
the civil and also the ecclesiasuieal rights of
the oppressedd, unil eeclesiastical associations
ussame and assert a position of Quakerism,
or of some more attenuated form of Spiritu-
alism, ) :

In some respects the features of this ease
resemble the tronbles brought upan the Chureh
before the late secession. Previous to this
sad event, there had been repeated yviolations
of ar acknowledged compact with the State,
in dealing with matters involving the civil
losses of fndividuals,  1lad they avoided
transgressing the defined laws of the congti-
tution, all civil interference and conseguent
expenses would have beenavoided; or, when-
ever the Chureh discovered that there had
been a viokution of the constitntion by them,
had they then admitted their ervor and re-
wraced their steps, they would have escaped
all the subsequent troubles and expenses,
and consequent great schism.  Iad the Free
Church. iu the ease of Mr. MceMillan or any
similar case, deposed him in accovdance with
the constittion of their Chureh, aud in doing
so deprived bim of civil emoluments, it re.
mains yet to be showa, whether, even then,
taey are not liakle 1o be prosee.ted for the
recovery of damages. It does not appear to
us, that a body not recognized by the State,
can have that power to deal with its mem-
bers, so as to inflict civil consequences, that
a State Church actually. possesses. At any
rate, it does appear most prepusterous and
very unsafe, toallow any ass.ciation—veclesi-
astical or any other, to exercise the power of
summoning an individual of thelr party into
their presence, and inflict penal sentence
on him, while neither chargeable with an set
of violence nor encroachment on any person
whatever, but merely for having adopted les
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gitimate means of defence. Forbid that we
should have fallen on such times, that the
British constitution could wink at such proce-
dure. Weshould dread being associa.ed with
any body within the realm, were there even
ohe precedent of such tyranny permissable.

The most prominent difference between the
Church of Scotland, as established by law,
and the Free Church, with regard to the civil
power, may be briefly stated as follows :—the
former has the most unfettered control over
all spiritual matters, and also over all her ec-
eleniastical and civil rights and interests, so
that appeal is utterly fruitless, whlle these
rights are exercised within her recognized
constitution, The latter may possibly exer-
cise discipline, while they do not involve
eivil losses and civil consequences in their
decisions; if so, there may be an appeal
therefrom. The present case has so far un-
folded their real position as to shew that they
cannot avoid the review and scrutiny of the
civil authorities. The closing up of this case
will likely prove, whether the Free Church
may, even when acting within their constitu-
sion, exercise jurisdiction incurring civil con-
sequences without incurring civil penalties.
Bhould the Free: Church find that they are
thus hampered, their only recourse will be,
as was contemplated, we believe, since the
case has been pending, to apply to the civil
court for certain powers in self-defence. We
cannot see why this should not be done by
those who went to the civil courts before the
secession, and ceclared that they would have
been satisfied with alleged concessions. Nor
can we discover any reason why this case has
not been tried long ago, on its own merits,
only lest their own weakness should be seen,
and lest they must admit that they were fal-
" lible in their decisions.

The conclusions already arrived at are very
jmportant for voluntary and self-constituted
asgaciations, It shields individual mem-
bers in the minority, from incurring responsi-
bilities, whereas the bearings of the case indi-
cate, that under the British crown, no indivi-
dual need fear obtaining redress from the op-
pressive acts of anybody, whether civil or ec-
clesiastical—that no spiritual assumptions
shall screen any combination, from the neces-
sity of producing the grounds on which they
proceed. ‘This is important for all existing
and future self-constituted bodies; and very
necessary foo, for an assoclation may yet
arise, with pretensions much more dangerons
than the Free Church, and refuse to subject
their decisions to review.

The Church of Scotland has no occasion to

. bave her position defined, or to inquire, who
are the proper partic  “om whom to seck re-
dress. Tn this siic ..s reason to rejoice.
From this position she does not seck to re-
treat. She does not shun to show the grounds
on which she proceeds or to afford open trial

“to all, even the humblest. Nor need the
Church of Scotland fear to produce the re.
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sults of her decisions, or a review of her deliv-
crances. No human power can interfers with
her decisions in Church matters, while she acts
with due regard to ler constitution. Who-
ever does not wilfully close his eyes to facte,
may have learned the falsity, of the oft-repeat
ed assertion, that the civil court can exercise
pressure or control over the decisions of onr
Church. No Church could act with greater
power, and at the same time with greater
safety to all concerned. ‘I'ne independence
of our Church courts was clearly and fully
admitted and declared by the five civil and
supreme judges in the case of Dr. Lochart,
of Fraserborough, the first case that came up
after the late secession—when they declared,
that there was no Church superior to the
Churoh of Scotland in ecolesiastical matters,
and they further declared that the Church of
Scotland might err in judgment and deal with
undue severity with one or more of her mem-
bers, but they must notwithstanding subrit,
‘L'he civil court could not set aside, or reduce
her sentence. 'I'his has been amply confirmed
in practice since then.

Our matured conviction is, that the des
fenders in this case shall be necessitated yet,
—as they have been constrained to satisfy pro-
duction before the civil courts to go alsu for ci-
vil privileges as a Church, ere they can enjoy
like freedom, much more, ere they can exer-
cise like power and authority with the Church
of Scotland.

0

THE CHURCH IN NOVA SCOTIA.

ST. AYDREW’S CHURCH,
Pictou, Sept. 3, 1862.

Which time and place the Presbytery of
Pictou met according to adjournmeant, and
was constituted, Sederunt—Rev. 1), McCar-
dy, Moderator ; Messrs. Herdman, Pollok,
MeKay, McGregor, McMillan, and Sinclair,
ministers; Messrs. Holmes, McKay, Fraser,
Grant, Sutherland, McKenzie, Ross, Flem-
ing and McGregor, elders; and Mr. Christie,
Clerk.

Inter. Alia,

The minutes of last ordinary meeting, and
of meetings by leave of the Synod, and of
meeting at the induction of Mr. Sinclair, wers
read, and, after corrections, sustained.

The Rev. George M. Grant, Missionary
from P. E. Island, befug present, was request-
ed 1o sit and deliberate with the court.

The Rev. Simon McGregor was unani-
mously chosen Moderator for the current
year, and the thanks of the Presbytery accord-
ed to the Rev. Daniel McCurdy, the retiting
Moderator, for his courteous conduct while
in the chair.

Elders present produced their commissions,
which were read and sustained, and their
names ordered to be added to the zoll.

It was moved by John McKay, Esq., se-
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conded by Mr. Herdman, and unanimously
agreed to, that a deputation, consisting of
Messre, MeIlny, Pollok, and McGregor, be
sent to the island of Cape Breton Huring the
month of Octohdr=—their! visit to extend to
four weeks, L pulpits of the members of
the depntation 1o be supulied doring their
absence on the tollowing Sabbaths -~

New Glisgow, Oct, 5—Mr. Christie 3 Oct.
19—Mre. Herdman, =

Tast River, Oct. 12—Mr. Siuclaivy Oct.
26—\r. Curistin, i

Guirleeh, &e.. Sept. 28—Mp. MceCurdy;
Oct. 19 --Mr. MeMitlan, .

Received the following sums as salary to
Presbvrery Clerk : =From Xirk.session  of
New Glisgow, £1; Pieton, £1; East and
West Brauch Bast River, £13 Wallage, £1 ;
West Branch River Joha, 105,35 Gairloch and
Salisprings, Reger’s Hill, MeLellan’s Moun.
tain, Barw v's River, and Barltown, have not
contributed.

It wis moved, seconded, and wnanimou-ly
agreed *o, that a venewed application be made
to th- Coloniai Committee of the Chureh of
Scotland for three missionaries to be sent omt
withent delav—the application to be made
through the Moderator and Cl-rk,

Anent Presayierial visitation of eongrewa-
tions, it was moved, seconded, and unani-
mously agre=d 1o, that the matter be deferred
antil next meeiing,

Mr, Caristie asked leave of absenve for
three months, which was granted,

My, Sinchir was apaointed to supply the
pelpitof Mchennan's Mountiin an Sabiaih
the 16th November, and Me. MeMillan on
Sabbath. D-cemer 14'h,

Me: John Goodwiil and Joha Gordun
were examined previonsly 1o their proceeding
to Queen's Collese, Canada, to proseeme tneir
studies in the Docinity 1lall, and the Cuerk
instrneted to farniste them with the usual
certificate.

Adjourned 9 meet in Ste Andrew’s Courch.
Pictou, on e first Wednesday in Decemner.
at 11 o'clock in the forenoon,

Closed wicn wrayer.

Jaaes Cuntsris,
Presbylery Qlerck.

Sr James” Cuuren,
Cuarlsieivwn, Aug, 27, 1862,

Winent time and place the Presbytery ol
Prince Ldward’s Taland met, necording 1o ap-
pointinent wel wits constitnted,  Sederun—

ev. Thos. D wean, Maoderatory R, G M.
Grant, Minister; The ton, Colonel Gray, aun
Professor Inglis, L. L. D, Bulers,

Fhe minutes of last ordinary mesting were
vead and approved. Mr, Danean reported
that he had fuliilled the appoivtments given
1o him, with one exception—in which e b
failed 10 implement, on account of ahwence
from the Island, 'Phe Presbytery enjoined
him to supply Dog River on the last Sabbhath
of September, and expressed regret that so
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little could be done for the spiritual distitution
of vacant stations until the arriyal of anothetr
missionary, .

Commisions for the ensuing year on behalf

«of the foliowing Ehl_ers were laid ou the table:

—T'hie hon. Tolonel Gray to represent the Ses-
sion of St. James’ Church, Charlottetowny
Allan McDougal, Esq., from St Davids
Georgetown 5 and Isaac Thompson, Esq., from
St, Columbil’s, St. Peter’s :.oad.

Mr. Alexander Nicholsou, and Mr., Robert
Shaw, stiidents, having appeaved hefore the
Presbytery, it was intimated to them that the
committee of Synod upon ¢ the Young Men’s
Scheme” had consented to receive them to-
participate in the benefits of the fund on the
wsual understanding, thatat the elase of their
curriculum they return to labour witihin tie
bounds of the Syned,  Mr. Nicholson eraved
permission o delay going to Scotland for
another year, on account of having obtainerd
a stmuion, in artending to which, he could
also proseente his studies.  The Preshytery
granted tie reanest, and empowered the Clerk
o make the necessary avrangements for Mr,
Shaw's passage.  Colanel Gray having then
counselled, the young men with reference to
the work in which they wonld be engaged,
the Moderator commended them in prayer to
ths gond keeping of the Greav 1lead of the
Comrch,

The Presbytery adjourned, to meet again
in St. Jumes’ Church, Charlotietown, on the
first: Wednesday of December at 3 o’clack,
Closed with prayer.

G. M. Graxr, Pres. Clerk.

Tables of Statisties.

Ix the [ollawing pages, onr readers will find
same Statisties of our Caureh, which we trust
they will look over witheave.  They are some-
what wore full aud perbaps make 2 greater
approach to aeenracy than those published 4
weirs awo, Syl the returns can only be
fouked npon as mn approximation to what it
is so desirable to attain—a full and acenrate
thulay statement of the emdition of our
Chureh in thwee of the Lower Pravinees.
The vetnrns, so far as made, we helieve 1o be
as aceurate amd relizble as any documents
of a sk ntare, It cannot he oxpeeted
however, that they shonld exhibic any thing
fike au acenrate retuen of the numerical
strengih of our hedy throughout the whole
extent of the Provinces.  We have adherents
in every distrier almost of Nova Scotia, but
argmised congregations in only four out of
the eighteen conuties.  We trast that this
unfortunate state of things will not continue
andd that before otaer four years have elaps-
ol many stations now unavoidably vacant
will be nsefully ocenpied.  We had intended
to present sometning ine an analysis of these
tables, but every render who 1ake an interest
in onr Cnurch can do that to more effeet, and
with more satisfuction by doirg the work for
himself,
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Cape Breton Mission.
GRAND RIVER.

Ir the missionary in Cape Breton be not a
happy and useful man, the blame will be very
much his own : whilst he breathes the purest
air under heaven, beholds the finest scenery
in the world, and meets with kindness and
respect wherever he goes,

The great drawback here, is the state of
the roads in the back settlements; for which
‘ our members” are responsible, who deserve
to be brought to task for it. Otherwise you
will have little to complain of; even there,
now, you will get sugar in your tea, and a
large feather-bed to rest your weary limbs on
till eight o’clock in the morning, if you like.
Then, after breakfast and family-worship, it
is easy creeping from the house to the large
barn, and there preaching to a crowd of peo-
ple, as comfortably and effectively as if you
were in a Church, even though it were conse-
crated. But the roads are all but impassable,
and the conduct of members, in the case, is
intolerable, scandalous, and cruel in the ex-
treme. For instance, lately at Framhoise, a
settlement on the south. east shore of the Is-
land, the men came up to meeting at Archi-
hald McDumids, all tlown and carrying their
hatsin their hands, the strapping young wo-
men with their hoops, could hardly get aver
the mud, and through the bushes at all, and
some old people had to turn back, with tears

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

new stene, surrounded by the habitations of
men, suddenly opens on his oppressed vis-
ion.

Here the soil is stiff and stony, but not so
sterile, but that, from its quality of retaining
the moisture, it ger.erally produces good erops
of oats and Scotch grass : and is a fit emblem
of the renewed soul which retains the moist-
ure from above. The inhabitants are indus-
trious, and though poor, they are sober, which
keeps them out of debt. You see no great
farms here, but then you hear no drunken
frolics, and meet with no idlers ; and though,
as in every poor country, the young men are
driven to seek their fortunes far away by sea
and land, in California and Oregon, they re-
turn with, at least, more knowledge of the
world ; and enjoy more their quiet homes du-
ring the rest of their lives. Of course, there
is a sprinkling of devout people over the dis-
trict. Meantime, however, it would take
a Brainerd, or the Apostle Paul, to bring
the whole community under a spiritual
cultivation; of which, mayhap, more here-
after. This is an overgrown congregati-
on entirely, and beyond all bounds,—number-
ing three hundred families, spread and scat-
tered over a territory of twenty miles by 6f-
teen, including the River, the Lake, Frambo-
isi, L’ardoise,&Larchiveque, and other smaller
settlements and hamlet, some, like the above,
with French crabbed names,

There are two churches here, an upper and
lower, the resident clergyman, who is a gen-

in their eyes, after having come part of the
way. It is long sit ce I have said, there isno
trusting any polit'cal party more than ano- |
ther. , Part of the way here—for it is no road ;
—for a distance of six miles, from Grand Ri- [
ver, en to Framboise, is as rough and dan- |
gerous, though not se steep. as any I have!
ever met with, even in Cape North. [
The prineipal eslony here is Grand River, |
as it is called. This river is neither grand |
nor great, and must have derived its present '
title from the absence of any other river de-!
serving the name, in this low, hard-featured !
section of the Island. It has however, a nice |
little fall hid amid the bushes near the head.
¥ringed with alder on its banks, and covered i
with spruce, in the back ground, this unpre- !
tending stream, issuing trom Loch Lomond, |
ten miles into the interior, (like some men, ;
who even do not make a little noise in the!
worid,) without a murmur, quietly glides into |
the sea. Here again, the title bestowed on
this lake is complimentary rather than ap-
propriate ; -given it by some Bluenose, who it
18 likely, had never seen a lake in this life,
save this same one. Here we have no Ben
Lomond, nor any other Ber. or hill, as an ap-
endage i the case; but the lake itself, which
18 twelve miles in circumference, indented by
numerous little head-lands, and dotted with
several small islands, presents from different
points of view, a fine appearance; and ix an
absolute relief to the traveller, emerging from
the dark woods and rugged roads, as this

tleman of education and refinement, is most
liked at the lower Church : which is the more
aristocratic looking one of the two. At the
upper Church, a degree of dissatisfaction is felt
with matters on measures of late; and a dis-

position is manifested on the part of the peo-*

ple there, and at Framhoise, and elsewhere
within the bounds, to adhere to the Church of
Scotland, rather than any other, under these
citcumstances. And thus the matter stands.

The distance from this to Grand River is
one hundred miles. but such was the hearty
welcome I received there, and the kind atten-
tions continued to me till I left the place, by
these warm-hearted people, that, did time
permit, nothing would yield me greater satis-
faction than again giving them an early visit.

Joux GuxnN,

Boiree at West Carriboo, Pictou.

QUITE a successful soiree took place last
month in this division of the Pictou congre-
gation. The object was a very laudable one
— toraise some money for repairing the school-
house in that district. Much of the success is
due to the efforts made by Mr. Fergusonm,
who. superintended tne whole management,
and in whose commodious barn the meeting
took place. The people of the district, almost
without exception, contributed handsomely,
and after paying all expenses, a surplus of
between 3 and 4 pounds remained to carry
out the intended object.
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Pionic in connection with St. An-
‘drew’s Church Sabbath School,
Pictou.

THE children belonging to the above school,
‘about 120 in number, were treated by their
teachers, nnd some other members of the
Cliureh, to one of those delightful 1reats,
which juveniles somuch enjoy and appreciate.
Evervthing was provided inth- greatest abuu-
dance. Thefure wasexeellent,and the grounds
of Peter Crerr, Eeq., kindly given up for the
day, were safliciemly jnviting.  Unfortunate-
ly the afternoon wus a continnous powr, but
l{ough droukit o litte, the voung folks were
immensely pleased, and grateful for the kind-
ness of their pastor and teachers, and many
other friends,  We trust that next time the
weather will be move propitious.

[ T —

Man and the Monkey.

WE were lately fivoured with the sight of
atravelling menagerie, nt least, there was a
collection of serpents of different kinds anda
ehimpanzee or manlike monkey, ‘Phis lTatter
wag sl 10 possess § parts of the hnman, and
3 of the brnte; a creature between 2 aud 3 fest
high, and 7 or 8 months’ ald. and a native of
the West Coast of Afiiea.  This oddity wonil
go on all fours or stand erect. climb a rape ar
shake handa with visitora, Tt had four hands,
for its feet eloxedv reseabled hands, and a
Yady &0 perfectdy formed, and so human-like
in its attitudes, as 10 impress some with the
notion, which it exhibitors evidently want-
ed to form, that it was & mimature of man, or
that man was a developement. of the monkey.
Oue visitor was so muck taken with it, as to
enquire whether it had evér worn o moustache.,
evidentiy curinns tn knot whether that was the
natural sppendrgs of man, and therefore pro-
per Tor him to Soopt. In show, it failed om
10 beget the nation tiat there was a regnle
descent from maz to the inferior ereation, awl
that the chimpanz-e is a link in that chain.
New, no doubt, eertain phil saphers have on-
deavournd to nrintain that idea, and to teach
that man has sprang from the monkey, from
the gorilla, chismjrnzee or aurang, hut thers
are distinetions, physieal, inteliectund and
maral, tou greal for reconcloment—uad 1he
doetrine of developemaat ins not been m e
out.  First, ax 1o phvsical features, mm is 2
biped. 2 hands ael 2 foet, upright, his bo v
sapported by his limbs, his chest heaad, head
erect and hiaself progressive . wiile the o3 e
key is etidondy not Interded for s ap-
vight auiwde, being  guadrumanous, awd
ity lower exiremnnies unable 10 supoort
the weight of its trank, insomuch 39 zan it
was never kinown to go erect, or o walk s
man does, for any leagth of time, it mast
rasp a stick, or setthe Cown again on all fours.
fts heel bewg wrned upwards, forms an acute
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angle with its leg, while in man, it is perpen.
dicular, his foot therefore rests on the ground
and he walks, Muan is the only being that,
cnn walk ereet and keep himself straight, and
whose appearance and nttitude give him asu-
periority over all other creattres,  Behold his
countenance, it reveals L« mind; intelligence,
passion, approbation amd batrerd can be read
1n it it sways the btate creation, man’s visage
is Divine. * ‘The ourang-outang,” although it
may evicce man-like qualities, has but the
brute form and appearance; the gorilla, rl-
thongh it may hiave been seen erect, has but
the expression of the savage heasts aad the
chimpanzee manifestly belongs to the same
tribe, In short, the motkey "wants the ma-
Jestic appearance, attitude and organization
of man, and ennnot, by any possibility, there-
tore, he confonnded wiih him, being another
and inferior ereation of the brate, destined 1o
o on all fuurs, and neither able to walk nov to
compart itsell as man, whinteser moy be said
to the contrary, of its being  human and }
brate,  Therve ave other physiead points of dif-
ference,  Specel, the glory of man, cannot
be simubuted by the monkey tvibe,  The ape
chatters, that is all. but.cannot be mude te ox-
press artieninte Sounds, wuck less eonver
hut man holds communiention with his fel.
tows, ands in different languages, discourses
to ditferent orders of men.  What ean com-
pare with this, or why tlis glory of the
tongue, i it he not to show his essential su-
periority 2 Mo is fited to inhabit any part
of the slube, and to endure any clima e, from
the col | of Siberia to the heat of 1he 1ropies,
hut he i< the only erenture that ean do xo, the
monkey is a native of warm climates and the
speeies does not propagace in temperaw coun-
tres.
0

Oa Giving.

* Duvocrcy. like the grave, is ever ery-
ing. * Give, Give?” was the indignant protest
of Bdwer Iatton 1 the British Honse of
Camenons, aeainst the ceuseiess demads of
the Rulieal Reformers. Tae pulpit like the
horse-deech, isx ever érying, * Give, Give,'*-is
the muttered eomm st of many a well-to.do
wereirnt g faoner pon every appenl that is
m et the puck. t. Aad why should we who
hold the veins of power ever be asked toad-
ait thase whodo notenter into any partneyship
whitever? Al why shoald we whs cury o
bag, purse, stocking, or bank neevnnt, ever be
askerd to sire witl the honselesws, or 1o draw
the stri wes for s Schoemes,”s Missions” s Punds,’ -
fro which we will derive no speciil benefit
fur e deae selves?  Is nat that which e
hald. whether of power or money, onr swn, to
be user for eur own private profit and plea-
sure, or owe own {1 and fonjey, as we lise?
When w make woney, is 1t oot ¢ s, to
hoard it ar to sqreanderit, e naws wellstored
barns for ol age, or purple and fine tinen, and
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good eatingP That is, is not the ultimate
ground of possession in self,—is not our claim
of right indefensible,—is not our money ours
alone, ours absolutely, none dariug to questi-
on u~?  ‘To all which, the natural heart, the
spirit of the world’s traflicking, and the prac-
tical life of modern Christianity answer, yes,
undoubtedly yes ; while early instinets, sound
philosophy, and Clwist’s teaching and exam-
ple, answer no, a thousand times, no.  Inthe
jnogment of the world, the man deseribed in
T.uke xii, 16-21, was and ever will be a wise
provident, and worthy-to-be-imitated man :—
1 Christ’s judgment, he was and ever will be
a fool.” Here is a great gulf; choose ye,
which side will ye stand on; whom will ye
follow, whom serve ?

Cicero, in his book coneerning the nature
of the gods, supposes the case of a man who
has lived always in a dark cavern, or in the
bowels of the earth, suddenly breught qut, or
up to the snrface, where all the starry magni-
ficence of heaven might be viewed by him, and
he asks, what would such an one think,—
would he not at once rise to the concention of
a great orchitect? But now, suppose that
such & man were to turn his eyes to the world
of men, 1 would like to know his opinion of
our social state, and how his vnworldly, un-
tutored mind would solve some of the social
problems that Church and State have been
tinkering at. ¢ See, here is God, seemingly
sending all the mouths to one house, and al
the meat to anether, what would you make
of that, Sir Stranger? Or see, here, in one
part of Britain are thousands out of work, ho-
nest people, ready to work, reduced to paupe-
rism, starvation, prostitution, erime; and.in
another part of the same Island, are men com-
plaining that never was there such an abund-
ance of money, that they do not know what to
make of it, that millions of pounds are lying
useless,~—is not this a perplexing coil, Sir?
Or, sce, here are the heathen perishing,
and the poor uneducated, and the aspiving
vouth thirsting for knowledge, and there are
Christian people buttoning up their pockets,
when the Church calls attention to such ob-
jects, and unbuttoning them only at the call
of selfish ease and luxury, of selfish pride, pas-
sions, and prejudices,—what is your opinion
on such a state of matters, O, my friend?
Possibly the simple creature would be amaz-
ed, listening to me ; possibly he would see no
difficulty in the cases presented to him.
< What! is not * the earth the Lord’s, and the
fulness thereof,” and does he give tothe most
favoured, more than the usufruet thereof?
However widely cases and circumstances may
differ, all reconcilement of such contradictions
must be based on him that hath giving, yea,
and not giving grudgingly, nor asa favor, but
giving cheerfully, abundantly, and as if dis-
charging an obligation.” .

*And is it to be so, then ? Is thisromance
to be converted into our reality ? Why, this
man thinks as a child,’ you say, Yes, he does,
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my friend : and you might add, ¢ hethinksaa
Jesus Christ thought’ Yes; how freshly,
how benutifully, how truly the child thinks on
these matters. He thinks it strange, yea, in-
explicable, that he who has, should refuse him
who has not; for, in his opinion, the one man
is virtually the brother of the other. He does
think it strange that he should have two coats
while another boy has none at all; and it s
not in his mind that such a state of plus and
mipus is a necessity, or should be by any
means permanent.  And as to inviting to din~
ner, those who have pleaty victual at Lome,
and leaving uninvited the starveling who
grabs on a dunghill for a bone, that to him is
a mere absurdity. And te suffer a grand
scheme for the education or the amelioration
of others to go down forever, because men
who have the needful treasure will not give it,
this is to him a thing not conceivable. This
is the simplicity of the child as well as the
eternal truth of God, at war with the hack-
neved selfishness of men. Which will pre-
vail? Better even for commerce and selfish
interests, that the former be not crushed, I do
assure you, O monied man. For if you give
no ear to them, the poor, the ignoraut, the
unfortunate may combine to get revenge, that
is, a wild justice. 1id you ever hear of Soci.
alism, Communism, Levelling ; Schemes ac-
cording to which it shall be decreed and en-
forced by law, that no man shall have orown
more than another, that there shall be equal
division among all of the gdld and silver of
the earth, and that when jnequalities arise, the
ery will be, ¢ divide again® Horrible, wick-
ed, ruinous, you exelaim,, Yes, but not one
iota more wicked or abominable than the
principle and practice of selfishness ; the ab-
surd notion that what God has given you to
use for his glory, is absolutely your owm, to
do with it what you like.

Aud now let me clinch the above irregular
and roughly constructed pragraphs with one
or two orderly and weighty sentences of
Andvew Thomson’s. Hear what the great
evangelical preacher says;—¢ No man who
is alive to the impnrtance and the value of
Christianity, who feels for the moral darkness
and the degradation of his species, and who
sincerely desires to see * the name of God hal-
lowed,” and his * will done upon esrth as it
in heaven,” can seriously refuse to lend his
aid to those exertions which may promise to
enlighten and reform, and bless the world.
When ke gives his guinea to a political, and
withholds his shilling from a religious pur-
pose; when he expends his hundreds on mere
personal gratifiication, and grodges his units
or his tens, for instructing his fellow-men in
the way of salvation; when he lavishes his
fortune on fashionable amusements for his
children, and can scarcely be prevailed o1 to
give anything for the moral tuition of the
poor,—can it be denied or can it be doubted,
that he is “ a lover of pleasures more than

he is a lover of God ?” G.



IN NDVA SCOPTIA AND TIE ADJOINING PROVINCES,

Contributioas tywards the Resord.

W geatetully ackaowledas receipt of the
sthmentione 1 wins fron the memhers of
Synod of New {3:unswick.  We have heen
Jong nnxious, and have mode every effort edi-
torially and otherwise, to make the Record
selfsuppurting, so far we have nat yei sae-
ceeded.  Still, we helieve, it has done, and is
doing a gl work, and i civenlution, in pro-
portion to vur uumber is periaps greater than
that of anv similar  veligious  publication,
When we state that at the present irice it bare-
Ty pays paner and printing, and that do whu
we will, there reaiing a bage maegin of bad
debts, in addition to the expense of conduce:-
ing the perindieal, it may e easily understood
that there mnst continue 1o be an annual de-
ficit. Could our cirealation be increased one
third we wonld be safe, and we hope a most
vigorous effort will be made i every congre-
gation next vear to reach that point,

Tn future we have the prospect of pracing
before our readers; regulac’y, contributions
from members of our Chareh in New Bruns-
wick, the Synod having nnpointed a connit-
tee from each presbytery for that purj 0s:2 and
we need not say we make this aunoune:ment
with much s wtisfaction,

Rev. W. Donald, D2 D., $4.00
Rev. J. M. Brooks, D. D,, 4.00
Rev. W Henderson, ). D., 4.00
Rohert Rohertson, Bsq., 4.00
Rev. John Wells, - 2.00
Rev. J. A, Murray,”’ 2,00
Rev. Chas, S, Ogyg, 4.00
Rev. Peter Keay, 2.00
Rev. James Mackie, 2.00
James Millar, Esq., 2.00
Willinm lenderson, Esq., 1.00
Rev. Jumes Steven, 2.00
Rev. James Muarray, 1.00
William Napier, Tisq., 1.00
TRod'k. M. Lead, Iisq., 1.00
Rev. . J. McLardy, 4.00
Rev. John Ross, 3.00
Rev. James Kidd, 3.00
Rev. W. Murray, 3.00

$49.00
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Sermon of Moderator of Synod of
New Brunswick.

TaE sermon of the Rev. My, McLardy, re-
tiring Moderator of the Synod of New Brunse
wick, reached us too late for publicatien in
our present issue, the usual sermon having
been in type. It will appear in our uext, as
will also a ** Report of the proceedings of last
meeting of Synod.”

——()
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Wi have 1o thank the Rev, Mr. Gann,. fory
4 considevable addition to our subseription
tist trara Cupe Breton, and beg to acknow-
ledie £U eaclosed. We direct attention to
his q uont aad greaphic Missionary Report in
the present number,

. o

Review of tho Past Month.

IN our Inst Review, we alluded at some
length ta the reverses sustained by the North-
ern_army before Richmond,  When we wrote,
McClellar, had estabrished himeelf at Harri-
son’s Loanding, closely beleaguered and in
eritically dungercns position.  What has since
happened reads more like a drean or o ro-
mance than afiving reality.  McClellan eva-
caares Hoarrison’s Landing with the intention
of m it" i with the nrmies of Pope and Burn-
side, 3l ander the impression that his de-
nar ur: was unknown to, becanse nnopposed
by, the enemy. The poliey immediately
alapted by the South, for holdness and ad-
diese is almoct without a pavallel “n history.
Leaving Richmond comparively destitute of
troops, Generals Lee and Jackson, with their
whale forces, attack the separated armies, and
after a series of bloady engaurements, in almost
all of which they were suceessful, they man.
aged to get into the rear of the main Northern
army, and withia a few days make themselves
masters of the whole of Northern Virginia,
eross the Potomae into Maugy land, and threat-
en at once Biltimore and Washington, IHere
anather series of s1ill more bloody but indeci-
sive engagements ave fought. The loss on
hoth sides must have been very serious. In
the principsl engagement the Federals con-
fessed to a loss of about 16,009, while that of
the South was probably equal. At Harper's
Ferey, an army of 12,000 men, with all their
stores and equipments, surrendered uncondi-
tionally to General Jackson. In another
place, an army of 5.000 was obliged to sur-
render to the Southern General Bragge. In
the meantime, however, the progress of the
South northward has heen checked, and par-
tinlly overborne vy the force of numbers,
would appear now to he recrossing the Poto-
mace.  So far, the Noxth has lost ground to’
an immense extent. 'The draft has not yet
been rigidly enforced, but it is said that the
Northern government intend to 1aise their
army to a williow of men. and crush the re-
bellion by their numerieal strength.  Presi-
dent Lincoln has pro-laimed universal ani
unconditional emancipation in alt disloyal’
States after the fivst of Junuary next. A mi-
serable exhibition of national weaknzss, to
proclaim a privilege where one cannot assert
a vestige of authmity, reminds us of the story
of the Klhan of Tartary, who, after finishing
his meal’ of horseflesh under his sheepskin
tent, was graciously pleased to declure that
the other monarche of the world might now
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dine. ach succeeding month appears to be
extending the proportions of the war, and
lessening the prospects of a successful termi-
nation to the North. We fear that foreign
intervention alone will bring it to a bearing.

Tur British Anerican Colunies have,
through their respective governments, come
to a resolution to take advantage of the of-
fered guarantee of the mother country, and
build the Intercolonial Railroad. The pro-
portions assigned are said to be—Canada,
five-twelfths, and Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, seven-twelfths. ‘The minimum
cost will be £3,000,000 sterling. the interest
on which will amount to £105,000 sterling,
which, at three and a half per cent., would
add £38,000 currency per year to the present
obligations of New Brunswick and Nova Sco-
tia vespectively.
some scheme devised which would place the
Colonies in a positivn to undertake and carry
to completion so important a Provineial work.

Last month, quit an exciting Rifle contest
took place at the vulage of 'I'rurv, between
representatives of the various Volunteer corps
in the Lower Provinces. ‘lhe palm was car-
ried by Major Pollard of P. E. Island.

SUFFERING in England is extending and
making itself felt to an alarming degree, with
little or no prospect of a speedy remedy.
Large sums are being collected for its partial
alleviation, and it is gratifying to record the
¢nthusiastic generosiy of some of the cities
of Canada, more especially Montreal, which
has transmitted the munificent sum of $12,000,
an example which might be imitated with
great propriety by the cities of Halifax and,
St. Joha.

THE Great Exhjbition is still open. The
visitors average 50,000 a-day, and the receipts
about £3,000 a-day. It is questionable whe-
ther it will meet its own expenses.

THE marriage of the Prince of Wales is
now no longer a matter of speculation,—t
hnving been definitely setiled that he is to
form an alliance with 2 Danish princess next
spring. Ilis Royal Highness will complete
his majority on the 11th of November next.

TrE English harvest will, it is said, be ra-
ther under an average one.  '[hat of France

We should be glad to see'
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will be fair ; while the cereals of America, no=
cording to all accounts, will exceed those of
any previous year.

‘Tue leading event in Europe during the
last month, has been the capture of Garibaldi
and his followers by a detachment of Sardini-
an troops. The action of Garibaldi has been
generally condemned by moderate people of
all parties, as impolitic and impracticable.
His temporary success would nndoubtedly
have led to complications of the gravest na-
ture, bringing back the Italian States to a
condition of anarchy, and striking perhaps a
fatal blow at Italian liberty itself almost be.
fore it has had time to take root in the soil.

A WORK recently published, entitled “ Our
Moral Wastes,” gives some interesting statis-
tics connected with the city of London,~—
among others, that the average atiendance at
Charch. by all denominations, is 374,000, out
of nearly 3,000,000. In London there are
20,000 public houses open on Sunday, and
only 750 Protestant Churches. More than
100,000 people are found intoxicated every
year in the streets of London. There are
said to be 20,000 fallen women, 10,000 gam-
blers, as many children trained to crime, and
an equal number of professional thieves and
receivers of stolen goods. Energetic efforts
are being made in Edinburgh and Glasgow
to carry tie gospel inta the most vicious parts
of these great cities with considerable success.
There are not fewer than thirty separate
missions in active operation, and more
than one Missiot Church being nearly self-
supporting in places where the very name o
Chiistianity was formerly practically unknown,
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