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TRANSACTIONS

Lower Tanada Agricultural Societp,
Ves  MONTREAL ARCH, me.  Nes

AGRICUL’I‘UR AL EDUCATION AN’D MODI‘ oalabhxh thcae mmuumns whcre they choose

FARMS. to do so, but through Government aid, it

~ The establishment of these institutions oc- | would be prudent to confine them to one in
cupies public attention to a considerable | cach Distriet at the most, until practical
degree at the present moment, and it is pro- | experience had been obtained in Canada. In
bable some action will be taken in the matter | any plan that may be adopted, care should be
“in the next Session of the Legislature. As | taken that Agricultural Schools and Model
these institutions would probably have a very | Farms should be so situated, that the pupils
great influcnce on the future progress of the | will have no difficulty in attending their res-
country, the most serious consideration of the | pective places of worship on Sundays and
Legislature is necessary to fix upon a judicious | Holy days. These Schools cannot be con-
plan for their government. 'We may presume | fined to pupils of any particular church, but
that we should be able to submit very good | should be open to all persuasions. It would
Rules and Regulations for them, and so might | not be possible to provide Chaplains to attend
many other parties, but all such plans require | the Schouls, to officiate for each distinct sect,
the serious consideration of the representatives | and, therefore, all that can be done is to have
of the people, assembled in Parliament, from all | the experimental Schools so situated, that the
sections of the Province. When various plans | pupils may respectively attend their own
are proposed, it may be possible to make one | churches on Sundays, and may be compelled
approuching to perfection from the whole. | to do so by the superintendents of the Schools.
We say « approaching to perfection,” because | No parent would wish to have his sons placed
it is only after the system has been in [full | in a position that they would be shut out frem
operation for some time that its defects will | their own religious worship, and they must be
be discovered, and the improvement that may | so if sent to a Schoeol that will be at an incon-
be necessary suggested. However anxious, | venient distance from the churches to which
therefore, we should be to have Agricultural | they belong. It would also be desirable that
Schools and Model Farms established in every | these institutions should be of easy access to
Parish in Lower Canada, we would beg to | the parents or guardians of the pupils as well
suggest that the experiment should first be | as to visitors who would come for information
made by establishing one at Montreal and | to these establishments. We did propose to
Quebec, or at most, one in each District of | submit in the present number a plan for Agri~
Lower Canada. We should then see how ! cultural Schools, butshall defer it until our next.
they succeeded, and we would have young ; With District Agricultural Schools and Model
men trained at these places to undertake the | Farms, Agricultural Catechisms and Class
superintendence of other establishments, Of | Books might be introduced into all the country
course there cannot be any objection that | Schoolstogiveladssomeideaofgood husbandry.
municipalities or private individuals should | Tt is the opinion of many that these institutions-.
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would bea very expensive machinery to provide
for teaching the science and practlice of agri-
culture ; but those who think so, forget how
much has been appropriated annually for
many years past, for teaching other arts and
sciences, that are not of anything like so much
importance to the population of Canada, as
that of Agriculture. The time is come, wo
hope, that justice will be done to this im-
portant branch of industry, and we trust that
nothing will be left undone that would be cal-
culated to promote its improvement, and
secure its prosperity. No doubt there are
many excellent farmers in the country cap-
able of giving the best instruction in the practical
art of agriculture, but are they prepared to
come forward and do so, to the extent that is
required to meet the wants of the country,
and if they were, would they make it less
expensive, and more complete to those to
whom they would impart instruction, than
they could obtain it at Agricultural Schools
and Model Farms, under judicious regulations,
and competent superintendence? We feel
almost convinced that they would not. There
are other grave objections to sending young
men to farmers’ houses for instruction, that
could not be got over. There are not many
of the French Canadian population that would
consent to send their sons to farmers of British
origin, and of different Religion from them-
selves, but this objection out of the question,
how was youth to be instructed in other
branches of education at a farmer’s house 2 If
agricultural education, and instruction in the
science and practice of agriculture, are to be
made accessible to those who may desire to
Yecome agriculturists, there is no means of
doing so in this country, except by the cstab-
lishment of public institutions for that purpose.
It is quite a different matter to send a young
man to be educated for the church, law, me-
dicine, or as a merchant, to that of education
asa practical farmer. There is ample op-
portunity for acquiring a practical knowledge
of all these professions, except that of the far-
mer, without any difficulty ; but for the farmer,
if he cannot be instructed in his father’s house,

how is he to obtain it? As we before remark-
ed, there are unsurmountable objections to
sending them to farmers here for instruction.
FFarmers who would be the best qualified to
have young men put under their charge, might
not be disposed to receive them, or incur the
responsibility, Others might take ther for
sake of their work, and with that object alone,
and would not he likely to pay much attention
to anything else, except to see that they did
work. 'We submit it.to those who would
have young men to be instructed in the prac-
tice of husbandry, which mode of instruction
would they prefer, that at Agricultural Schools
and Model FFarms, or in the establishment of
a country farmer.

HEMP.

The following essay on the culture of hemp
was originally published in the Western Agri-
tulturist. It is a complete treatise on the
best manner of raising and preparing an arti-
cle which always commands cash sufficient
to reward liberally the cultivator who proceeds
correctly in obtaining this valuable product.
The author of the essay is not less favorably
known as a statesman than as a practical and
scientific agriculturist, and the signature of
Henry Clay will give it that weight and cur-
rency with American farmers which is due 10
its intrinsic excellence.

Sir,—Having promised you some account of the
method of cuﬁivating and preparing hemp in this
State, [ now proceed to redeem it ; I shall endeavor to
describe the general practice of the cultivators, with-
Sutlnoticing all the deviations of particuler indivi-

uals.

The district of country, in which the plant is
most extensively cultivated, is the Elkhorn region,
around and near Lexington, whizh derives its name
from a stream discharging itseif into the Kentucky
river, whose branches are supposed to resemble the
horns of the Elk. It is also produced in considerable
quantities in the counties of Jefferson, Shelby, Mer-
cer, Madison, Clarke, Bourbon, and Mason. The
soil of that region is a rich, deep, vegetable loam,
free from sand and with but little grit. It lies ona bed
of clay, interspersed with small fragments of iron ore,
and this elay in its turn reposes on a mass of lime-
stone lying many feet in depth in horizontal strata,
The surface of the country is generally undulating.
The rich land (and there is but ?itﬂe that is not rich)
in this whole region is well adapted to the growth of
hemp, where it has not been too much exhausted by
injurioustillage. Thelands which produce it bestare
those which are fresh, or which have lain some time
in grass of clover. Manuring is not much practised
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yet. Clover is used in lieu of it. Lands which
remain in clover four or five years without being too
constantly and closely grazed, recover their virgin
tertility, The character of the soil in the other
counties above mentioned, does not vary materially
from that in the Elkhorn distriet.

The preparation of the ground for sowing the seed
is by the plough and horses, until the clods ave suffi-
ciently pulverized or dissolved, and the surface of
the field is rendered even and smooth. 1t should be
as cavefully prepared as it it were for flax. This
most important point, too often neglected, cannot be
attended to too much. Scarcely any other crop better
rewards diligence and careful busbandry. Fall o7
winter plounging is practised with advantage ; it is
indispensable in old meadows, or old pasture grounds
intended for producing hemp.

Plants for seed are ordinarily reared in a place dis-
tinct from that in which they are cultivated for the
lint. In this respect, the usage is_different from that
which is undersivod to prevail in Europe.  The sewds
which are intended to reproduce secds for the erop of
the next year, are sowed in drills about four fvet
apart.  When they are grown sufliciently to dis-
tinguish between the male and female stalks, the
former are pulled and thrown away, and the latter
are thinned, leaving the stalks separated seven or
eight inches from each other.

This operation is usually performed in the bloom-
ing season, when the sexual character of the plants
is easily discernible; the male alone blossoming,
and, when agitated, throwing off furina, a yellow dust
or flour, which falls and colors the ground, or auy
object that comes in contact with it. A few of the
male plants had better be left scattered through the
drill, wntil the farina is completely discharged, for an
obvious reason. Between the drills a plough is run
sufficiently often to keep the ground iree fiom weeds
and grass; and between the stalks in each drill the
hoe 1s employed for the sane object. The seed
plants are generally cut after the first smart frost,
between the 25th” September and the middle of
October, and carried to a barn or stock yard, where
the seeds are easily detached by the common tlul.
They should be gathered aftera slight, but before severe
frost; and, as they fall out very easily, it is advisable
to haul the plants on a sled, and, if convenient. when
they are wet. If transported on a cart or waggon, a
sheet should be spread to catch the sceds as they shatter
out. After the seeds are separated, the stalks which
bore them being too large, coarse and harsh, to produce
lint, are usually thrown away ; they may be profita-
bly employed in making charcoal for the use of pow-
der-mills. " -In Europe, where the male and female
plants are promiscuousiy grown together in the
same field, both for seeds and for lint, the male stalks
are first gathered, and the female suffered to remain
growing until the seeds are ripe, when they are also
gathered ; the seeds secured and lint obtained, afier
the rotting, from both descriptions. :

After the seeds are threshed ot ., it is advisable to
spread them on a floor to eure properly, and prevent

eir rotting, before they are finally put away for
use next spring. Seeds are not generally used uuless
they were secured the fall previous to their being
sown, as it is believed they will not vegetate if older;
but it has been ascertained that when they are pro-
perly cured and kept dry, they will come up after the
first year. It is important to prevent them fromheating,
which destroys the vegetating property, and for that
gurpose they should be thinly spread on a sheltered

00T,

The seeds, whether to reproduce seeds ouly, or the
lint, are s~ il whout the same time.  Opinions vary
as to the best period. It depends a good deal upon
the season.  The plant is very tender when it first
shoots up and is afiveted by frost.  Some have sown
ag carly as the first off April; but it is generally
agreed, that all the month of May, and about the
lth of it especially, is the most favorable time.

An experienced and successful hemp grower, in
the neighborhood of Lexington, being asked the best
tim» tosow hemp. answered, ¢ immediately before a
rain,” and undonbtedly itis very fortunate to have a
woderate rain directly after sowing.® When the
olject is to mitke a crop of hemp, the seeds are sown
broad-cast. The usual quantity is a bushel and a
half to the acre; but here again the farmers differ,
some using two bushels, or even two and a half.
Much depends on the strength and fertility of the
soil, and the care with which it has been prepared,
as well as the season. To these causes may be
aseribed the diversity of opinion and practice. The
ground can only <ustain and nourish a certain quan-
tityof plants, and i that limit be passed, the surplus will
be sinothered in the growth. When the seedsare sown,
they are ploughed or harrowed in ; ploughing is best in
old zround, as it avoids the injurious effect of a beat-
ing rain, and the consequent baking of the earth. [t
would be also beueficial subsequently to roll the
ground with a heavy roller.

Afier the seeds are sown the labors of the cultiva-
tor are suspended until the plants are ripe, and in a
state to be gathered ; every thing in the intermediate
time being left to the operations of nature. If the
season be favorable until the plants are sufficiently
high to shade the ground (which they will do in a
few weeks, at six or cight inches height,) there is
strong probability of a good crop.

When they attun that height, but few articles
sustain the effect of bad seasons better than hemp.

It is gencrally ripe and ready to be gathered about
the muddle of August, varying according to the time
of sowm<. Sowne sow at diflerent periods, in order
that the crop may not all ripen at the same time, and
that a press of labor in rearing it may be thus avoid-
ed. The maturity of the plant is determined by the
evaporation of the farina, already noticed, and the
leaves of the plant exhibiting a yellowish hue, it is
then generally supposed to be ripe, but it is safest to
wait a few days longer. Very little attentive observa-
tion will cuable any one to judge when it is fully ripe.
In that respect it is a very accommodating crop, for if
altered « little too soon, the lint is not materially
injured, and 1t will wait the leisure of the farmer
some ten days or a fortnight after it is entirely ripe.
Two modes of gathering the plants are practised, one
by pulling them up by the roots, an easy operation
with an able bodied man, and the other by cutting
them about two inches (the nearer the better) above
the surtace of the ground. Fach mode has its parti-
sans, and | have pursued both. From a quarter to a
third of an acre is a common task of an average
laborer, whether the one or the other mode is prac-
tised. The objections to pulling are, that the plants
with their roots remaining connected with them, are
not afterwards so easily handled in the several oper-
ations which they must undergo; that all parts of
the plants do not rot equally nng alike, when exposed

* Would it not be well to soak the zced in water a few
hours previous to sowing? We have found this to answer
nearly as good a purpose as rain after sowing with sll seeds
% which wo have tried it. The vegetation of mangel.
wurzel is wonderfully accelerated by it.—Ed. Am. Farmer.
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to the dew and rainy and, finally, that before you f these obstacles would be removed by water rotting

put them to the brake, when the root should be
separated from the stalk, the root drags off with it
some of the lint.  The objection to eutting is, that
you loge two or three inches of the best part of the
plant nearest the root.  Pulling. being the most
ancient method, is most generally practised. 1 pre-
fer, upon the whole, cutting, and I believe the num-
ber who prefer it is yearly increasing.  When
pulled it is done with the hand., which should be
protected by an old leather glove. The laborer
catches twenty or thirty plants together with both
hands, and with a sudden jerk draws them without
much dificulty. The operation of cutting is per-
formed with a knife, often made out ol an old seythe,
resembling a sickle, though not so long but broader.
This knife is applicd much in the sune way as the
sickle, except that the laborer stoops more,

Whether pulled or cut, the plants are carefully laid
on the ground, the evener the better. to cure. which
they do _in two or three days., m dry weather. A
light rain falling on them whilst lym down is by
some thought 10 be beueficial, inasiueh as the leaves.
of which they should be deprived, may be easier
shaken oft or detached. When cured. the plants are
set up in the field, in which they were produced, in
shocks of convenient size. the rools or but ends resting
on the ground, and the tops united by a baud made
of the plants themselves.  Previous to putting them
up in shocks, most cultivators tie the plants in small
hand bundles of such a size that each can conveniently
be held in one hund. Before the shocks are formed, the
leaves of the plants should be rapidly knocked off
with a rough paddle or hooked stick.” Some suffer
the plants to remain in these shocks until the plants
are spread down to be rotted.  Others, again, collect
the shocks together as soon as they can commund
leisure, (and it is clearly best,) and form them into
stacks to remain over a whole year, before the plants
are exposed to be rotted. 1 have frequently done it
with advantage, and have at this time two crops in
stalks. By remaining that period in stalks, the
plants go through a sweal. or some other process.
that improves very much the appearance, and, 1
believe, the quality of the lint, and this improvement
fully compensates the loss of time in bringing it to
market. The lint has a soft texture and a lively hue.
resembling water rotted hemp; and I once sold a hox of
itin Baltimore market at the price of Russia. In every
other respect the plants are treated as if they were
not kept over a year.

The methodof dew rotting is that which is generally
practised :n Kentucky. The lint so spread, is not so
good for many purposes, and especially for rigging
and ships, as when the plants have been rotted b
immersion in water, or, as it is generally tcrmm{
water rotted. The greater value, and, consequently,
higher price of the article prepared in the latter way,
has 1duced more and more of our farmers every yeur
to adopt it; and if that preudice were sugdned,
which every American production unfortunately
encounters when it is first introduced, and comes in
contact with a rival European commaedity, I think it
probable, \hat in a few years we should be able to
dispense altogether with foreign hemp. The obsta-
cles which prevent the general practice of water
rotting are the want of water at the best season for
the operation, which is the month of September ; a
repugnance to the change of an old habit, and a
persuasion, which hassome foundation, that handling
the plants after their submersion in water during that

-month is injurious to health. The first and last of

carly in the winter, or in the spring.  The only differ-
ence in the operation performed at those seasons, and
in the month of September, would be, that the plants
would have to remain longer in soak before they
were sufficiently rotted.  “The plants are usually
spread down to be dew rotted from the middle of
Octoher to the middle of December. A farmer who
has a large erop on hand, puts them down at differ-
ent times, for his convenience in handling and dress-
ing them.  Autumnal rotting is more apt to give the
lint a dark and unsightly color than winter rotting.
T'he best gronnd to expose the plints upon is meadow
or grass land, but they are not unfrequently spread
over the same fiekl on which they grow. The
length of time they ought to reinain exposed, depends
upon the degree of moisture and the temnperature of
the weather that prevail.  In a very wet #~d warm
spell. five or six weeks may be long enougt.  Whe-
ther they have been sufficiently rotted or not. is
determined by expernnent. A handful is taken and
broken by the hand, or applied to the brake, when it
can easily be agcertained. hy the facility with which
the Lint can be detached trom the stalk, if it be pro-
perly rotted. It the plants remain on the ground too
long, the fibres lose some of their strength, though a
few days longer than necessary. in cold weather,
will not do any injury. 1If they are taken up too
soon, that is, betore the lint can be easily separated
trom the woody part of the stalk, it is harsh, and the
process of breaking 15 difficult and troublesome.
Snow rotting, that is, when the planis being spread
out remain long cnough to rot. (which, however,
requires a greater length of time.) bleaches the lint,
improves the quality. and makes 1t nearly as valuable
as 1f it had been water rotted.

After the operation of rotting is performed, the
plants are agan collected together, put into shocks or
stacks. o7, which is still better, put under a shed or
some covering. When it is designed to break and
dress themn immediately, they are frequently set up
against some neighboring fence, The best period for
breaking and dressing is in the months of February
and Maich, and the best sort of weather, frosty
mights and clear thawing days. The brake cannot
be used advantageously in wet or moist. It is almost
invariubly used in thus state out of doors, and without
any cover ; and to assist its operations, the laborer
often makes a large fire near it, which serves the
double purpose of drying the plants and warming
himself. It could not be used in damp weather in a
house without a kiln, or some other means of drymg
the stalks. The brake in general use, is the same
hand brake which was originally introduced, and has
been ahways employed here, resembling, though
longer than, the common flax brake. It is so well
known, as to render a particular description of it,
perhaps, unnecessary. Itis a rough contrivance, set
upon four legs, about two and a haif feet high. The
brake consists of two juws, with slits on each, the
lower jaw fixed and immovable, and the upper one
movable, so that it may be lifted by means of a
handle serted into a head or block at the front end
of it. ‘The lower jaw has three slats or teeth, made
of tough white oak, and the upper two arranged
approaching to about two inches in front, and in such
a manner that the slats of the upper jaw play between
those of the lower. These slats are about six or
seven feet in length, six inches in depth, and about
two inches in thickness in their lower edges; they
are placed edge wise, rounded a little on their upper
edges, which are sharper than those below. The
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laborer takes his stand by the side of the brake,
and wrasping in his left hand as many of' the stalkas
as he caun conveniently hold, wath his right hand he
seizes the handle in the head of the upper jaw, which
he lifts, and throwing the handful of stalks between
the jaws, repeatedly strikes them, by Lifting and
throwing down the upper juw, These suecessive
strokes break the woody or reedy purt of the stalks
into small pieces or shoves, whicl full off' during the
process, Ilu assists their disengagient by striking
a hwndful against a stake, or with a small wooden
paddle, until the lint or bark is entirely clean, and
completely separated from the woody particles.

After the above operation is performed, the hemp
may be scutched, to soften it, and to sirengthen the
threads.  That process, however, is not thousht to
be profitable, and is not therefore generally performed
by the grower, bat is lefl to the manufaeturer, as
well as that of beating and hackling it.  Seutching is
done by the laborer, takmge in his left hand a bandful
of lint, and grasping it fismly, then laying the muddle
of it upon asemicirele notch of a perpendicular board
of theseutehing frame, and striking with the edgeof the
scutch that part of the lint which hangs down on the
board. After giving it repeated strokes, he shakes
the handful of lint, replaces it on a notch, and con-
tinues to strike and turn all parts of it, until it is
sufficiently cleansed, and the fibres appear to be even
and straight.

The usual daily task of an able bodied hand at the
brake 1s eighty pounds® weight ; but there is « great
difference, not only in the state of the weother
and the condition of the stalks produced by the
greater or less degree in which they have been rotted,
but in the dextenty with which the brake is employ-
ed. Some hands have been known to break from one
hundred and fifty to two hundred pounds per day.
The laborer ties up in one common hundle the
work of one day. and in this state it is taken to mar-
ket and sold. From what has been mentioned, it
may be inferred, as the fact is, that the hemp of
some growers is in a much better condition than that
of others.  When it has been carelessly handed, or
not sufliciently cleansed, a deduction is made from
the price by the purchaser. It is chiefly bought in
our Villages, and maunfactured into cotton, bagging.
bales, and other kinds fof untarred cordage. The
price is nol uniform. The extremes have been as
high as cight, and as low as three dollars.  The most
general price during a term of many years, has been
from four to five dollais, At five dollars it compen-
sates well the Jabor of the grower, and is constdered
more profitable than any thing else the {armer has
cultivated. The most heavy labor in the culture of
hemp is pulling or cutting it when ripe. and breaking
it when roited. This labor can casily be performed
by men. Various attempts have been made to im-
prove the process ot breaking, which is the severest
work in the preparation of hemp. A newly ‘nvented
machine was erected for that purpose on my farm
six or eight yeurs ago, to dress hemp by dispensing
with rotting altogether, similar in structure to one
which was exhibited about the same time at Solum-
bus, during the sitting of the Ohio Legislature. It
was waorked by horse power, and detached the lint
tolerably well, producing a very fine looking article,
equalling in appearance Russia herap. A ton of it
was sold to the Navy Department, which was manpu-
factured into rigging for the ship of the line, the
North Carolina, prior to her making a voyage of three
years in the Mediterranean. Upon her return, the
cordage was examined and analyzed; and although

its exterior looked very well, it was found on orcniug
1t to be decayed and affected somewhat like the dry
rot in wood, ~ I considered the experiment decisive,
and [ now believe that the process of water or dew
wtting is absolutely necessary. either before or after
the hemp has been to the brake. There is a sapp,

or glutinous property of which it should be divested,
and that is the only process that has been hitherto
generally and suecessfully employed to divest it. An
ingenious and enterprising gentleman in the neighbor-
haud of Lexington has been, ever since the erection of
the ubove mentioned wmarhiae, trying various experi-
ments, by ultering and _improving it, to Yrodm'e one
move perfect, which might be beneficially em{)loycd
on rotted hemp, to dimmish the Jabors of the brake,
He mentioned the other day that all of them had failed,
that he had returned to the old hand brake, and that
he saw that it answered the purpose better than any
substitute with which he was acquainted. I observe
Mr. H. L. Barnum has recently advertised a machine
which he has constructed for breaking and dressing
hewmp and flax, which can be procured at the estab-
lishment of Mr. Smith, Cincinnati. [ inost cordiall

wish him success; but the number of failures whic

1 have witnessed during a period of thirty years, in
the attempt to supersede manual labor by the substi-
tution of that of machines, induces me to fear that it
will be long before this desideratum is attained.

The quantity of net-hemp produced to the acre, is
from six hundred to one thousand weight, varying
according to the fertility and preparation of the soil
and the state of the season. It is said that the quan-
uity which any field will produce, may be anticipated
by the average heights of the plants throughout the
field. Thus, if the plants will average eight feet in
height, the acre will yield eight hundred weight of
hemnp ; each foot in height corresponding to a hun-
dred weight of the lint.

Hemp exhansts the soil slowly, if atall. Anold
and successful cultivator told me that he had taken
thirteen or fourteen crops from the same field, and
that the last was the best. ‘That was probably, how-
ever,owing to a concurrence of fuvorable circumstan-
ces. Nothing cleanses and prepares the earth better
for other crops, (especially for small grain or grapes,)
than hemp. It eradicates all the weeds, and when it
is tuken off, leaves the field not only clean, but smooth
and even.

‘The rich lands of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, are, U
have no doubt, generally well adapted to the cultiva-
tion of this valuable plant; and those States enjo
some advantages for the cultivation of it which this
does not possess, Their streams do not dry up as
much as ours, and they consequently employ better
than we can the agency of water in the preparation
of it. Their projected canals, when completed, will
admit of its being carried to the Atlantic Capitals at
less expense in the transportation, than we can send
it. On the other hand, the unfortunate state of
slavery among us, gives us at present, probably. a
{norc certain command of labor than those states
have.

AGRICULTURAL MINISTER.

We give insertion to the letter of “A
Farmer,” who expresses his * surprise to ses
us snub the notice of the appointment of an
agricultural minister, on the ground that it
was merely a political subject.” We can
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assure “ A Farmer,” that it was not from
any indifference to the appointment in ques-
tion that we declined giving insertion to the
Communication addressed to us, but from its
decidedly political and personal character.
We have for a long time advacated the estab-
lishment of a government department of
agriculture, as already established in France,
and recommended in the United States by
the President, We have ever been of opin-
jon that agriculture did not receive due
attention from the government and legis-
lature, or perhaps we should say, there was
not as much done to promote its improve-
mient and prosperity as should be, and ought
to be, as the first and most important interest
in this country. We may be mistaken in
our views, but “A Farmer,” we hope, will
do us the justice to believe our sincere devo-
tion to the cause of agriculture, and that it
is our most anxious desire to see it in an im-
proving and prosperous condition, and in that
honorabie position it is intended to occupy.
To ihe Edilor of the Agricultural Journal.
Sir,—I was surprised to see you snub the notice
of the appointment of an Agricultural Minister on
the ground that it was merely a political subject :
whether or not, the new department was created
to further political ends, is no business of ours;
we are to consider how it will be likely to benefit
us, and I think the farming community hail it as
a boon, and as significant that the government
feel the importance of agriculture in a country
like this ; they feel that they are now recognized,
and will consequently be stimulated to greater
exertions ; they also feel that they have now
some one at Head Quarters to look after their in-
terests, and 1o whom they can at alltimes appeal.
If the tariff is being altered, will it not be the
duty of the Agricultural Minister to receive infor-
mation from the Agricultural Sacicties, touching
their interests therein? And Ihope the Societies
will not be backward in making known their
wishes. Will it not farther be his duty to extend
the government of patronage for promoting the
manufacture of agricuitural produce, as wool,
flax, &c.? Will it not also be his duty to have
our municipal laws made more effectual, that
roads, bridges, &c., may be improved, or if the
municipalities will do nothing, to take other
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means that these primary and vital improvements
in a farming country may be earried out?

The benelits this office may efleet, are incalcul-
able, and, as a farmer, I thank the government
for it, only hoping to sce it sume day fillsd by a
farmer.

Again, I hope the Societies will keep the
Minister au courant of Agricultural intelligence.

16th February, 1852, A Fanrder,

We beyg rarticular attention to the Com-
munication of Agricole in this number, We
perfectly concur with him in every line of his
letter, and feel pride in publishing so able a
document upon the interesting subjects to
which it refers. It is not necessary that we
should submit any further remarks, as our
respected Correspondent has executed his
task so admirably. We hope he will often
favor us with hisideas on Agricultural subjects.

To the Edilor of the Agricultural Journal.

Sir,—In presuming to express any opinions
on the proceedings of Agricultural Societies in
general, and of some of those of Lower Canada
in particular, I shall probably incur more censure
than commendation from a certain class of spec-
ulators ; neverth eless, if my ideas seem worthy
of a place in your Journal, I will venture to give
them publicity.

1t has always appeared to me, that the prin-
cipal object of an Agricultural Society should be
to assist, as well to instruct, the incompetent
cultivator of the soil in the management of his
land, aad that, asincompetence mostly originates
in ignorance, and ignorance in poverty, it should
be the poorer tiller of the earth towards whem
the especial attention of an Agricultural Society
s hould be directed. But is the unsuecessful
agriculturalist the person much encouraged to
impiove either himself or his farm by means of
the Agricuitural Societies which are at present in
action? Both in'the Old World and the New it
is clear, from the lists of prizes and awards that
the rich, or at any rate the comparatively rich
farmer, is the party for whom Agricultural Soci-
cties have been chiefly formed, and the cultivator
in narrow circumstances is left to look at their
transactions, as much as he would at a feast to-
wards which he may contribute if he likes, but
of which he will not be allowed to partake.

It is certainly highly desirable that fine ani-
mals should be multiplied and dispersed through-
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out every country ; but with land in such a state
of neglect, to say nothing else, as that of Lower
Canade, it is my humble opinion that the first
and most important object is tarender the soil ca-
pable of supporting the superior breeds it is wish-
ed to intruduce.  Insteadof expendingthe funds
of an Agricultural Society in giving premiumes to
those who can exhibit a faultless horse, an
unrivalled bull, or a mo el ram, I conceive that
it would be far better if the Members, capable of
bringing such animals to the exhibition, would
content themselves with an honorary centificate
declaring the pre-eminence of their animals,
while the money prizes should be allotted to
superiority in these pursuits, which may be more
especially styled Agricultural. A man in favor
with fortune should not want the stimulus of a
certain number of dollars, as a gift, to make
him seek toimprove his own stock or that of his
veighbours. If patriotism and philanthropy, and
ather refined feelings are his real sentiments, he
should be happy to contribute his subseription
towards a fund for giving rewards to whom a
small amount of money would be a temptation
to forsake bad ways of cultivating the earth, and
acquire better. Indeed, in order to introduce
improved farming implements, or even improved
breeds of animals, the prizes might consist of
these things, instead of cash, and in lieu of 2
new show, chiefly of animals bought (not bred)
for the purpose, held annually as a nroof of the
wonderful benefits bestowed upon a country by
an Agricultural Society, these should be inspec-
tions of the lands of competitors, both before
sowing, and while under crop, and trials of their
skill in ploughing, sowing, harrowing, and har-
vesting, and any other performances agreed
upon by the Members. Rewards shouid be
offered for the best made drains and ditches, and
the greatest quantity of them on farms of specified
sizes ; for the best kept farm-yards and buildings;
for the largest amount of fruit trees planted,
and gardens neatly cultivated; for the greatest
quantity of lands laid down in pasture, by sowing
grass seeds, and not by leaving stubble fields
to clothe themselves with grass, as best they
may ; for good conduct and length of service in
one situation, and for several other qualifications
both in masters and men, which will easily
sugges!. themselves to practical Agriculturalists.
It affords little inducement to a man, whose
purse is rather light, to squeeze out of it a dollar
or two, as his subscription to an Agricultural

Socicety, when he is pretty certain that his
money will go to augment the prize, which a
much richer memuver is sure to win, by exhibit-
ing an animal such as he himself can never hope
to possess. Inthe several Agricultural Sucieties
as conducted, they are but clubs for the organi-
zation of a kind of lottery, in which the best, or -
supposed best, animals are the tickets that gain
the prizes, Or, taken in another light, they
enable 2 man with money to purchase a superior
animal at a low rate, by granting him a prize for
11, which is so much of the price of the animal
returned to his pocket; and this return, too, is
made out of the pockets of the poor members,
who are unable themselves to procure objects
deserving of equal prizes, and are thus certain
of having very little, if any, direct adva-tage
from belonging toan Agricultural Society. Allow
me, Sir, to repeat, that prizes of intrinsic value
ought to be confined to those whose means will

agricultural instruments, and that persons in easy
circumstances should be satisfied with having
a duly cettified testimonial, that they have
exhibited objects of live, or dead, stock worthy
of praise and emulation.

It may be asked, how is it to be ascertained that
a raan isso poor as to be fairly entitled to strive
for a prize, orso rich as to be above the condition
for obtaining one. In reply, I would say that
the best criteria to judge by, would be his doing
his own work on his farm, and not being able to
live without working himself. Hence I would give
the best prizes to ploughmen, mowers, ditchers,
threshers, and other agricultural operators, who
nee.! fear no rivals among the gentlemen farmers.
It is these operators, who, by their strength and
skill, must, after all, really improve the soil if
ever it is to be done ; and it is the interest, as it
ouglht to be the pleasure of the wealthier culti-
vator, to form a better class of farming men
to till his Jand. When the soil is restored to a
thoroughly productive state; when crops of all
kinds are abundant, from the amelioration of the
soil by draining, fallowing, pulverization, and
rotation, and when comparative afiluence and
comfort have resulted from increased production,
then will be the time to make the finest breeds
of animals objects of importance. Without
better summer and winter feeding, than the
greatest part of Canadian live stock obtain at
present, superior breeds of animal§ can never
hecome general in this country. What is called
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pasture land (parc) in Lower Canada is, for the
most part, a mere mockery of herbage, a haif
bare waste on which cattle, sheep, and horses
contrive to exist; and in winter the ill-furnished
barn doles out its straw and peas haulm with,

now and then, a relish of hay to the starvelings |

of the barn-yard. Agricultural Socicties, with

perhaps the best intentions in the world, have |

begun their work, particularly in this country,
at the wrong end, and are eager to increase the
number of mouths on the land, and these, too,
dainty ones, without thinking of providing an
increase both in the quantity and quality of the
provender they will require. They are anxious
to have what will be the natural result of good
agriculture, namely, superior stock, without
waiting till the land is in a condition to support
ity and if they go on thus, seeking to anticipate
consequences, without providing the necessary
antecedents, they will only be realizing the fable
of endeavoring to fill a sieve.

One of the highest objects of an Agricultural
Society ought to be the establishment of a Mcdel
Farm in its own district, and under its own
immediate control. Only fifty, or a hundred,
acres of well fenced, well drained, well arranged,
and well cropped land, as a Model Farm, in
every county, would be an example of infinite
benefit to its neighborhood, and would be no
very difficu't thing eitherto procure or to manage
if the Members of an Agricultural Society of
Ppractical men were in e rnest. It would not be
necessary to go to any sreat expense to puta
farm in productive and remunerative order. If
fifty or a hundred members, men good and true,
agreed among themselves to undertake an acre
or two apiece, by dividing their whole number
into classes or sections, and cultivating together
five, ten, or twenty acres, for the growth of any
particular crop, making use of the most approved
methods of preparing, scwing, weeding and
clearing the land, it would soon be seen whether
the soil of Lower Canada can be made fairly
remunerative ornot. But to ascertain this poin.
conclusively,nothing like indifference, orneglect,
or caprice, or selfishness, must, at any time,
influence the several parties. Those who did
not choose to work themselves, must employ
substitates, and an acknowledged good agricul-
turalist, from among their number, should be
elected as the head of the whole, and implicitly
obeyed. This plan of working a small Model
Farm, by a kind of Joint Stock Company of

operative farners, might be greatly developed ;
but I have already trespassed too long on your
patience and your pages, and will therefore only
mention one suggestion more.

Would it not be a uscful outlay of the funds
of an Agricultural Suciety, if puichases were
made of agricultural machines, 100 expensive
for the pockets of small farmers, such as culti-
vatars or grubbers, draining ploughs, drill ma-
chines of varions kinds, &e., &ec., to be lent to
the Members of the Society by rotation, and on
condition of their being returned in good order?
More than one depot for such machines might
be wade in each country, and the use of them
would create a desire for the possession of them,
which, with the profit derived from them, would
lead to their being bought by individuals for
their own exclusive service. At present, most
of the improved machines and implements used
in modern agriculture are unknown to the major-
ity of Canadian farmers; but by seeing them
employed, and observing the advantages derived
from them, they would natvrally acquire the
wish to share in their benefits. I have never
remarked in the Lower Canadians with whom I
have come in contact, any inferiority to the
people of other countiies, and I presume that
they only want the means and encouragement
to become as enlightened and prosperous as
auy other race of mankind.

Allow me to be,
Sir,
Your sincere well wisher,
Acricora.
12th February, 1852,

We insert the letter of our friend, Mr.
Davidson, of Quebec, and hope our readers
will not suspect us of having anything to do
with it, previous to our receiving it through
the Post Office. Mr. Davidson is a subs~riber
to the Journal, and appears to have adopted
the same views that we have often expressed.
This circumstance affords us great satisfaction
that other agriculturists agree with us on many
subjects advocated in this Journal. County
Agricultural Societies are in a position to be
the practical laborers, in promoting Agricul-
tural improvement, and any remarks we have
ever submitted in reference to them, was only
with a view of attracting their attention to the
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cons-deration of measures that might be most
conducive to the accomplishment of general
Agricultural improvement, particularly where
improvement was most required. “The healthy
need not the physician, but those that are
sick,” is a saying that wi]l justly apply in this
matter.
To the Editor of the Agricultural Journal.

Sir,—Your Jourual is everopen to receive and
give information on all subjects that will contri-
bute to the prosperity of Canadian Agricclture.
My attention was drawn to an article in the
Junuary number of this Journal, headed ¢ Agri-
cultural Publications,” showing forth the very
limited circulation of this Journal; taking into
consideration the numerous rural population of
Canada East. I cannot see the reason why far-
mers have such an aversion to book farming,
when all other trades and professions have their
interests advocated through the press. Ttisacul-
pable indifference to the real iuterests and pros-
perity of their calling. In the British [sles, where
the very best systems of husbandry is carried on,
and the very best of farming is to be seen, they
have their weekly and monthly agricultural pe-
riodicals, why not support such publicationsina
young country like Canada, where so much in~
struction in farming is required? The farming
class of Lower Canada are undar a deep debt of
gratitude for the great amount of agricultural in-
formation they Lave received from your labors
and yourable pen for many years, combined now
with the action of the ¢ Lower Canada Agricul-
tural Society,® which bas, I am happy to say,
done morve for the general advancement of ¢ ri-
culture, than all the County Sacicties put toge-
ther, We see farmers contending with farmers at
ourcounty shows, trying to obtain as many piizes
as they can catch by hook or by crook, but taking
no interest in a publication, which has no other
object in view but to forward their interests. 1
humbly conceive that the Committees of several
of the County Agricultural Societies, are greatly
to blame for not using their influence in extending
its circulation into the most remote parts of the
country. 1 consider it would be an excellent plan
to have a number of copies of this Journal to distri-
bute to persons who do not obtain prizes at the
exhibitions. Ihave observed the proceedings of
the County of ¢ Quebec Agricultural Society” for
this many years past, and a great deal of the
‘money nas been taken by farmers who have no

need for encouragement in agriculture, and
whers encouragement was required, it was to-
tolly neglected. I consider it a bounden duty on
Societies receiving grants of public money, to
apply it where improvement is most required.
It should not be in this county as in the
British Isles, where the whole amount of the funds
are subscribed by parties thewselves, who can
apply it as they think proper. I sincerely hope
our County Societies will arouse from their slum-
ber, and apply some of their funds to the support
of this Journal.
Your most obedient servant,
Matuew Daviosor.

St. Foys, County of Quebec, 19th February,

1852,

7o the Editor of the Agricultural Journal,
IHOME MANUFACTURES.

Sir,—There is no subject of such importance
to the Canadian Agriculturz i2ts as that of estab-
lishing a Home Market for their produce, the
rainously low prices obtained for our grain
s.ce the introduction of Free Trade irto Eng-
land, and the certainty of no return to protection
for it in that market, ought to convince us of the
absclute necessity of exerting ourselves to
accomplish this desirable object. It is now
evident that i Canada is to prosper under Free
Trade principles, it must be by her agriculture
and manufactures, and not as some pretend to
assert, throuzh the agency of her commerce
aud carrying trade. The facilities which we
possess in Lower Canada for establishing nianu-
factares, renderita much lessdifficult matter than
it is generally believed to be ; the steady, sober,
industrious, and well conducted habits of our
Freneh Canadian population, whose labor can
always be obtained for one-third less than that
of old countrymen, render them peculiarly
adapted for this purpose, with unlimited motive
power, and the certainty that flax, hemp and wool,
can be produced at very low prices. Wivat g :at
difficulty can there be in manufacturing for our-
selves those articles which England znd the
United States are busily engaged at, while we
are siz mon'hs of the year idle? It is vain to tell
us that it is the want of capital which prevents
us; if we can find it to pay for our enoimous
imports, which for the last two years amounted
to more than double the value of our exports, we
can find it for manufactures. If one half of this
amount had been employed in establishing
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manufactories, the result would have been a
permanent and wholesome market for every des-
cription of our agricultural produce, a healthi-
ness in the money market, and a steady prosper-
ity throughout the land, which we have never
yet experienced ; the balance of trade wonld
have been as much in our favor as it is azainst
us, money would have been abundant, and every
producing interest in a flourishing condition:
Such a change, I admit, would materially in-
jute many at present very influential interests,
which, however, are in no way connected
with the general prosperity of the country, aud
consequently not to be considered, while it
would free us from the periodical mercantile
crisis which we have consequent upon the rise
and fall of provisions in the English market, and
altogether unwarrantable commercial specula-
tion in goods.

To illustrate the advantages which we would
derive from the production of the raw material
for woollens, we have only to consider that our
farmers are at present selling their hay at from
15s. to 17s. 6d. for 100 bundles ; many of them
have to drive it twenty mile<. stand in the
market one, and frequently two days; pay for tolls,
weighing, and their own expenses, so that the
amount which they actually carry home must
be_ very trifling, while the waste of time is of
very great importance. One hundred bundles
of hay with 10s. worth of vegetable food, and
salt, will winter four Southdown or Cotswold
sheep (both very hardy kinds) from which
would be obtained in the spring :

24 1bs. wool at 1s. 3d., £1 10
4 lambsat10s. 2 0

£3 10

The labor of feeding the sheep would not be
50 great as that required to take the hay to
market, and there pasturage would be more than
compensated for, by the manure for the farm.
Thus on a moderate calculation would the favmer
receive three pounds per 100 bundles for his hay,
and be constantly enriching hisland, increasing
his produce and his stock. )

G.
River St. Pierre, 23rd Feb., 1852.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Journal.
Sir.—Your Journal is appreciated by many,
and indeed may be considered a valuable ac-
quisition to the Literature of Canada.

The object, viz. :—the improvement of the
system of Agriculture, and the interests of the
farming Class” is a glorious one, and tor
which there is full scope. I was, however,
much surprised to learn from the January
number that you are so poorly supported, and
that the list of subscribers does not reach Three
Thousand.

This result is a perfect disgrace to Canada,
and explains the reason, why so many of our
Farms are worked upon wrong and ignorant
punciples. If our Farmers are so indifferent
1o their own Interests as not to embrace such
an opportunity of acquiring information re-
garding their occupation, or so illiterate as not
to be able to do so, Canada stands a poor
chance of progressing at their hands.

But, Mr. Editor, let us hope that the rising
generation will fully understand, that consider-
able knowledge of farming may be acquired
from works devoted to the subject, and by par-
ties exchanging ideas, and imparting to oie
another the results of experiments—then ac-
knowledging the value of such cheap informa-
tion as the Agricultural Jjournal affords, they
will support it.

Your Obedient Servant,
1.
Quebec, 10th February, 1852.

To the Editor of the Agricullural Journal.

Dear Sir.—As Poultry is now in a fair
way of making one of the Farmer’s best returns
if properly looked to, I here offer you a few
hints as to the success I have had, these few
years past, in rearing, fattening, and caponizing
the different breeds which are now kept by
the Farmers and Poultry Fauncier. As a great
deal, 1 have remarked, has besn written in the
different Journals, and a variety of opinions
has been promulgated as regarding the time
the cock has been known to many, I have seen
some assert that it bas only been known some
few hundred years, but of what I have been
able to glean from Scripture as well as
aunthentic History, the cock appears to have
been known to man from the very earliest
period.

Of his origin little appears to be known,
and the period or manner of his first intreduc-
tion into Greece, or Southern Europe, is involved
in the greatest obscurity.

He has certainly ever held a promiunent posi-
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%on ; among birds, he occupies a conspicuous | intestincs,

place at the schools of the Greeks and Romans,
in the days of old, his effigy was engraved,
and is still to oe seen upon many of their
Medals and Coins, and he has bren expressly
dedicated to several of their favorite deities, as
Apollo, Mercury, Mars, and Asculapius.

The wisest heathen that ever lived, the pro-
foundest philosopher that ever fiourished unaided
by the light of Christianity, the Great Socrates,
forgot himself in his last moments, and suffered
the mire of superstitious to tarnish the glorions
wreath that wisdom had hung upon his brow,
by directing a cock to be sacrificed to /Escu-
lapius.

At a Roman banquet, this bird formed a prin-
cipal dish, and poultry were even then careful-
ly reared and fattened as well as crammed,
nor was the pugnacious disposition of the cock
even then unknown, or Jost sight of, as a means
of amusing man, for cock fighting was se-
riously entertained and encouraged, as at once
areligious and a political ceremony.

The Isles of Rhodes, and Delos, are said to
have furnished the fattest Birds for the table,
as well as the most enduring and unflinching
Champions of the Ancient Cock-pit.

It has been very generally supposed and most
commonly asserted, that the domestic cock owes
his origin to the Jungie fowl of India; there
are, however, two wild cocks in which we
find sufficient points of resemblance to our
domestic varieties, to insure the purpose of
terminating our somewhat unsatisfactory scarch.

i allude to the Gigantic Birds of St. Jaga and
Sumatra, and to the diminutive denizen of the
wilds of Java. I here give you a few of the
different Breeds, now most generally known,
such as the Imperial Cochin China, Chitta-
gong, Shanghae, Spanish, Bolton Greys, Dork~
ing or 5 Claws, Black Poland, Game, Great
Malay, Dung Hill, Golden Pheasant, Silver
Pheasant, Bantam,

Her Majesty Queen Victoria has sct the ex-
ample to her subjects, and many of her prond-
est Nobles have imitated her, while among
all classes, ardent poultry fanciers are to be
met with. The simple and most successful way,
I have snccceded in caponizing Fowls, I here
give you. The Bird should be healthy, fast-
ing, and about three to four months old, he is
then secured by an assistant upon his back,
his belly upwards, and his head down, that the

&e., may fall up towards the breast’
ih2 tail is to be towards the operator.

The right leg is then carried along the body,
and the left brought backwards, and held in
this position, 8o as to leave the left flank per-
fectly bare, for it is there that the incision is
to be made.

The said incision is to be directed from before
backwards, transversely to the length of the
bedy, at the middle of the flank, and slightly to
the side between the ends of the breast bone,
and the vent, havirg plucked ¢way the feathers
from the space where it is intended 1o make
the incision, you take a razor or a sharp pen-
knife, aud cut through the skin, and abdominal
museles. It is better to do this at two or more
cuts, in order to avoid the possibility of wounding
the iutestines, a casuality that would be attend-
ed with fatal results in most cases ; the intestines
present themselves at the orifice, but you must
not suficr them to come out; on the contrary,
you press them gently aside, so as to have room
for action, the incision should have been suffi-
ciently large to admit of the fore finger, pre-
viously well oiled, being passed into the abdo-
men, and carried carefully towards the lumber
region of the spine, you will there find what you
are in search for, you first reach the left sub-
stance, which you detach with your nail, or
your finger bent hook-fashion, you then arrive
at the right which you treat similarly, bringing
both substances forth, you finally return the in-
testines, sow up the round with a silk thread, a
very few stitches will suffice, and smear the
place with 2 little fresh butter, you then place
the bird in a warm place where there are no
perches as if such appliances were present, the
newly made capon might injure himself on his
attempts to perch and tear open the structures,
for about a week the food of the bird should be
soft oatmeal porridge, in small quantities alter-
nated with bread steeped in milk, and pure
water with the chill taken off. At the end of
ten days, the bird will be all right, and may be
turned out to run with all your fowls. I should
recommend any one who might wish to try the
simple mode of caponizing, to get a dead cock
and practice a little, which will give him a bet-
ter chance to succeed on the live ones.

The different breed of Fowls I have kept to
breed from, are the Black and White Poland,
Top Kuot Dorking, or 5 Claw, and a cross be-
tween the Cochin China Cock, and Dorking hen,
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which makes a fine haidy bird, weighing from
14 to 16 Ibs. a couple and good layers, the food
I use for the young chickens, after they are a few
days old, is Indian cornimeal with a little wheat,
and a small quantity of black pepper ground
daily in their food, and I seldom Jose or have
a sick chicken. I shall give you the success
we had last year in rearing two Broods of Tur-
keys, with the same food, with the exception of
adding equal parts of Rit Leat and Pepper
Grass, which is within the reach of every far-
mer, for it grows and is to be found every where.
Twenty-eight Eggs were put under two turkeys,
fourteen under each, of which, twenty-six gave
birds, they weie left about twenty-four hours
under the hens, till they got strong, when they
were fed on curds with a litle Ground Pepper,
for about ten days, after which time they were
{ed as above mentioned, my having had half an
ounce of sulpher, strewed over the eggs a few
days previous to their hatching, to kill and pre-
vent the young birds taking any lice from the
mothers, which is often fatal to broods of young
chickens leaving the shell, as turkeys are such
close sitters, that they generally get lovsey; I
should recommend that same trial to be made
on all fowls that are put down to hatch. The
young turkeys were then removed with the old
hens into a dry warm place, till they were three
weeks old, when they were allowed to run in a
dry yard for three weeks more, in which time
we lost only two, leaving twenty-three after
their attaining six weeks of age; they were
allowed free Liberty to run with their dames in
the grass fields, taking care to feed them three
times a day, giving them a plentiful supply of
Ground Pepper in their foed, vatil they attained
another six weeks, after which time they were
left to shift for themselves, feeding them every
evening on Oats and Indian corn, till they were
put up to fatten in the fall, when I had them
confined in a clean dry place with very little
light, and a plentiful supply of ground, leaving
fresh water with Oats and Indian comn, constant-
1y before them, and had them as fat as would
be desired, in three weeks, the young birds
weighing when killed, being a Jittle better than
six months old, from 11 to 13 Ibs. cach. It may
perhaps be well to mention the breed of turkeys
I keep, they are a mixed breed, the Henr are
Milk White, and the Cock was a half Bred Wild
Turkey, a cross between a Wild Cock and the
Bronze Cold Hen, making a very fine handsome

bird, high on the legs, long neck, with very
small head and heavy budy, and of a dark
Brown or Bronze color, shining like Gold. I have
kept over several of the young birds, to see
what time they take to come 1o matuiity, both
males and females, and when 1 kill them here-
after I shall give you the results, as it is an ex-
periment I have been making, and am persuad-
ed that the cock birds will attain a very great
weight, my being a greal amature of poultry.
1 don’tsee why the farmers should not endeavour
to improve the different breeds of fowls, as
animals ; Tintend to try several experiments
the coming season, in crossing the diflerent
breeds of ponltry, and shall give you my suc-
cess in due reason, leaving it, Mr. Editor, to
your disposal, and should you find these few
lines worth giving insertion in your valuable

Journal, 1 shall conclude.
Yours very respectfully,
CHARLES HUGHES.

.

ON THE FORLIGN AGRICULTURAL IMPLE-
MENTS AT THE EXIBITION.— No. IIL

Perhaps a long account of the reaping-ma-
chines may be unnccessary, engravings and
descriptions of them being given in adverlise-
ments by their respective makers, and descrip-
tious by many unprejudived observers. How-
ever, it may not be aut of place to observe that,
though called American, they are altogether of
British invention—M<«Cormick s a Scotchman,
Hussey an Irishman: Hussey allows that his
implement is metely an adaptation of M<Cor-
mick’s, by omitting the revolving fans, and sub-
stituting triangolar knives for the sickle-edged
saw. .

But M¢Cormick’s is merely an adaptation—I
can hardly cail it an improvement—on the Rev.
Patrick Bell’s, (a Scoichman) whose machine
was invented in 1828, and of which between 40
and 50 Forfarshire agriculturists signed a state-
ment « that the machine cut down a breadth of
five feet at once, was mo:ed by e single Rorse,
and attended by from six to eight persons to tie
up the corn, reaping an English acre per hour.”?

Mr. BelPs machine had these advantages
over the more tecent American (ot rather Bri-
1ish) ones: that it required but one horse for
light, and two for heavy crops, instead of being,
as M<Comnick’s, a heavy task for two horses;
that by means of an endless web it delivered the
corn in a neat swath at the side of the machine,
instead of the rough American way, scattered
alj over the field, in which the slovenliness and
extra labor in gathering almost counterbalances
the gain in cutting. The horses in Bell’s, work-
ing behiwd the machine, had a greater me-
chanical advantage than at the side, as in
M¢Cormick’s.
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Bell’s had a van for collecting the corn. His
cutting apparatus was a row of double-edged
knives, in the shape of ¢ shear” blades, alter-
nately fived and moving—the movable ones
being worked by a bar ieciprocating backwards
and furwards, (like the bar M¢Cormick’s cutter
is fixed to) and each movable shear working on
a pivot, so that when at work its edges came iu
contact with the fixed cutters, working, in faet,
like a number of scissois.

M¢Cormick’simprovements were merely throw-
ing away the delivery web, and thus changing
a perfect arrangement into an imperfect one—
requiring an additional man, increasing the size
of the vans, removing altogether the movable
knives, and instead, fixing a saw ou the recipro-
cating bar, which worked over fixed teeth, some-
what similar in shape to the fixed cutters of
Bell: in removing the horses from behind to
frout, or rather the left haud side,—in shott, in
making the implement less complicated, and,
therefore, cheaper and less liable to get out of
order, but at the same time, less perfect in work.

The price of Bell’s machine, at a tine when
machinery was muc: dearer than at present,
was £30 5 of M‘Cormick’s £28, now reduced to
£25; of Hussey’s £215 and of Mr. Garretts, an
improvement on Hussey’s, stronger, and more
adapted for English use, only £18 i0s. A com-

parison of these prices prove that, while the .
. . . '
Americans wish to obtain an enormous prafitby |

patent rights, the' Englishman, who desires nao
monopoly, makes his machine at a fair profi1.
Mr. Garrett introduced and manufactured this
machine in 1850 ; and yet the maker of Hussey’s
unimproved machine, not intioduced even into
the Exhibition so soon as Garrett’s, wishes to
retain a monopoly and patent right in the manu-
facture. So much for reaping machives.

In a former paper, I asserted that many
foreian improved machines are merely copies
of old English ones. Perhaps I caunot give d
better idea of foreizn conceit and unfairness
than in copying the description of a Belgian drill
(Claes), which obtained a medal, as given by
the maker. This drill is a very iuferior and
rough-made imitation of English drills: the
seed is delivered by flat iron paddles, as they
call them, (like some of our manure drills) and
not by cnps. The coulters are fixed tothe beam,
and do not work on levers, but a small counlter
to cover in the seed does 3 yet the maker says:
—“ This drill has the advauntage over English
drills®

1st. « That it is much cheaper—piice £12.
Cheaper .1 money we allow, but the best is ge-
nerally the cheapest in the end.

2nd. « That it is much more simple.”® 1In one
sense of the word it is.

3rd. “ That you can alter the quantity of seed
without stopping, which yon camot do with the
others, by a muost ingenious mechanical pro-
ceesP—consisting of a bar which increases or
diminishes the size of the holes throngh which
the seed falls,—a very ingenious and perfect
contrivance, truly!!

r—ttana fat A w ot s S o e et

4th. “That it will sow all kinds of grain ot
seed, which obviates the inconvenience of hav-
ing two drills.”?—Having only one size of padile,
it can sow nothing even tolerably well but corn.

Sth. ¢ That the disance of the rows or lines
can be altered to any (istance, which is not the
case with the English ones, and is very incon-
venient in many instances.””—A clear falsehood
all the English drills can be set to various dis-
tances.

6th. < That it dves not require more than one
man to nse it, while the others require two or
three.”—This proves how much foreigners un-
derstand drifling. Their idea is, that it is broad-
cast in lines; and crooked lines they must be
with only one man 1 attend to the drill and
horse.  In Englund, drilling is pait of a system
to be followed by horse-hoeing, which is im-
possible in careless or crooke.l drilling.

Tth. < That the system of spoons offers disad-
vantages which this system of puddles has not.”
—The advan!ages of puddles are, that sometimes
they take up a dozen grains, and sometimes all
the grains roll ofl. Cups take up an equal quan-
tity each time.

§th. « That it is moch lighter to draw.”>—On
aceount of the coulter being fixed to a beam,
we suppose, and therefore not half of them being
on the ground at all on uneven land, or on ridges.
Conlters on levers, however, are much lighter
dranght. Fixed counlters only can be used on
very level sandy land without stanes.

9th. ¢ Finally, that it covers the grain or seeds,
which the sthers canunot do without rendering
them still more complicated.”—A very simple
addition to the end of the lever is often used on
both mauure and corn drills ; but harrowing in
the seed is considered more eflectual,

The Belgian prize roller consists of several
short rollers on one spindle : the only originality
is, that the spindle is much smaller than the
orifices of the rollers, so that it rolls uneven land,
and turns easily.  Oar iron rollers will gain this
grea! improvement when they get old and shaky,
the spindle smaller, and the hole the spindle
works in larger.

Amang ather examples of foreign plagiarism,
principally from English,—

I noticed, No. 162, Belaian, E Verbist’s turn-
wrest plouzh. Here the share is double, and
turns under the frame. It is an unacknowledged
(as they all are) copy of Wilkie’s. No. 191,
Belgium, au expanding harrow—evidently copied
from our expanding horse-hoe and harrow. No.
310, Belginm, a auillotine chaff-cutter, exactly
like Gillett’s. Tn the same way the Swiss have,
in their department, a rough copy of Lowcock’s
turnwrest plough ; aud the French a chaff-cutter,
a copy froin an American one, exhibited some
years back, with the lower roller forming the
cntter, and consisting of a series of knives work-
inz against the upper roller, which is covered
with vulcanized Indian rubber. In the Danish
department is a copy of our common chaff-cnt-
ters—a strong and useful, thongh heavy article,
made principally of cast iron, the castings left
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Guite rough, yet, as some improvement, bronzed
over.—W. R

BEES.

Since the cost of keeping bees is hardly any
thing, and since they provide wax and honey,
without depriving any other live stock on a
farm, of food, or interfering with them at all;
the cottager who has a sheltered and safe spot
in his garden, and far enough from the house,
will find it his advantage in having a stock of
bees.

They procure their own food from the wild
flowers of the hill side, as well as from those of
the cultivated field, and orchard, and garden.

It is not the choicest and most beautiful
flowers which afford the best honey; but those
which are common and abundant—the flowers
of heath, clover, trefoil, beans, vetches, turnips,
eabbages, privet, alder, broom, and furze blos-
soms, which are even too plentiful.

And, moreover, bees may be kept on any patch
of land, in the country, because they will find
free quarters and plenty of forage for them-
selves, on all the flowers within a mile of their
home.

Our climate agrees with bees very well,
though now and then a very severe winter
destroys many hives; which, however, would
not be the case if the hives were plastered over
with mortar, and otherwise protected, or kept in
a dark place free from noise, in which the bees
would sleep through the winter, as appears to be
their natural disposition in cold climates.

To watch those wonderful creatures in their
habits and labors, is a delightful amusement for
{o'\m people ; who may by degrees become so
riendly with them, that there will be no danger
of their being, as strangers, ignorant of their
ways, or making too free with them, might be.

That the Dorans might make profit by bees, 1
sold them a hive. I would not give them one;
not because they say it is unlucky to take a
present of bees, but I wish them not to be
dependent on bounty for every thing that was
necessary to them, but rather to trust to their
own exertions to provide whatever they needed.

I got a neat stand put up in a sunny and
sheltered spot in Doran’s garden, where there
was room for two or three more hives in due
time, :

The garden, and clover, and vetches, were
'amg‘le store to give food to any number of bees,
#0 that there was no excuse for his not keeping
‘them; nor ought any garden cottager in our
country, which produces flowers abundantly and
oltl' the best quality for making honey, to be without
them.

Even in other places, where such advantages
do not exist, I must tell you how profit may be
made of the crops of another person, without
doing him the slightest injury. I shall tell you
how the peasants of Montargis (in the maf{oof
France) manage with their bees.

The fields there are cropped principally with

buck wheat, or they naturally produce heath.
The honey made by the bees from the blossoms
of those plants, is very dark colored, and not
well flavored.

The country people who have hives and
swarms, find it prudent to sell the hives in winter
or spring lo dealers, who take them off by hun-
dreds at night to another country, with the hives
turned upside down, and closed at the mouth
with a piece of linen.

They settle them in some sgot as near as the
can to large fields of sainfoin.* The bees, feed-
ing on the blossoms of that plant, make up
their stock of honey about the first of July ; when
they are smoked out of their hives, but not
smothered.

When the honey is taken from them, they are
coaxed back into the hive; and taken back to
their own country, where they make as much
black honey as supports them until they swarm
in the next year, when the same course goeson.

It is alway's better to Jean to the side of hu-
manity ; and I have therefore much pleasure in
giving you the following plan, by which the
cruel system of smothering gees may be avoided.
I ask you, as the author of the book from whom
I am about to quote, asked his readers, to try
it with half your stock. ¢ Keep an account of
what you get from each, and use that plan
with all, which, after five years, gives you most
honey.”

““You may find in damp meadows a fungus,
which children call ¢ Frogs® Cheese,’ and ¢ Puft
Balls:> when they are quite ripe, if you pinch
them, they give out a dirty powder like smoke.
Pick them when half ripe. The largest are the
best ; and they often grow to the size of a man’s
head. Put them in a bag; and when you have
squeezed them to half the size, dry them. The
fungus is fit for use when it will hold fire like
tinder, keep this dry till the time you take your
bees.  You eannot do withoutit. Inthe autumn
weigh your hives, mark those which are heaviest
and lightest. This you cannot do rightly unless
you know the weight of the hives when empty.
Weigh thern before you put the swarms in.
Casts, exceptthey are very early and strong ones,
will seldom stand the winter ; or they will be so
weak next spring, that they will do no good.
When the honey season is over, stop up over
nizht all you intend to take up. In the morning
take a piece of the fungus, twice as big as a
hen’s egg, put it in a stick split at one end, and
sharp at the other. Have a hive, the same siza
as that you intend to take up, fixed bottom
upwards (a pail will hold it welF:) when this is
ready, light your fungus, and, as soon as it burns
well, fix the sharp end at the bottom of the hive
which you have turned topsy-turvy, and place
the hive you intend to take on the top of it, and
tie a wet cloth round the two hives, that no
smoke may get out; you will sogn liear the bees
drop down’; tap the to&of the full hive, to make
them fall quicker. hen they are all down

#Sainfoin resembles clover, in having rich blossoms*
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and quiet, lift the full hive gently off, and turn
allthe bees which have fallen, on atable. They
will be quite harmless and still, as if they had
been burned with brimstone ; but the fungus does
them no harm, it only makes them drunk, which
.5 very good for bees, though bad fur men, as
they get well in twenty minutes, and are all
the merrier afterwards ;3 and it was not their
fault that they were so overtaken. Look for the
Queen Bee. It is well to have many people round
the table to search for her; as also to cut out the
combs, and sweep the bees of ; for many hands,
as well as eyes, are better than one. If you find
her there, keep her safe on one side, and sweep
all the other bees back into the empty hive ; then
cut the combs carefully out one by oue, and if

you have not already found the queen, look,

sharp for her on eachcomb. She generally does
not fall down, but holds fast to the top of the
hive in the very middle. Sweep the bees with
a feather back into the empty hive as you care-
fully take the combs one by one. Ina quarter
of an hour they ¢ will come to.” Assoon as they
begin to craw] about, take a hive which is strong
enough to stand the winter, or one which, having
swarmed often in the summer, is weak in bees
thongh heavy, (this, 100, must be stopped up the
evening before,) and put it gently on the top of
the empty hive, where the. smoked one stood
belore, keeping the bees of the two stocks asun-
der with some coarse canvass, such as is used
for straining milk : a piece of thick paper, full
of piu-holes, will do; but a sheet of tin punched
with holes, the sixteenth of an inch over, is best
of all. As many as can should get this, as it
,serves many other uses among bees. You may
slip it under any hive you wish to move, and
place it on the top of the empty hive or else-
where without letting one bee out. Keep the
bees in the two hives for twenty-four hours,
apart from each other. In the evening of the
second day, draw the tin, paper, or canvass away
without disturbing the hives. Tap the empty
hive, and the bees which have now lorgotten
their own queen, which you have taken away,
will go up into the full hive, as if they belonged
to one swarm. Early next morning, when all
is quiet, set the double hive back in its old place.
If you pull the tin away too soon, the bees will
fight terribly, and kill a great many, and some-
times even the other queen. For fear of this,
you must take care of the queen you smoked.
The next day, after the stock has been put back
to its own place, put this queen into the mouth
of your doubled hive; if any accident has hap-
pened to their own queen they will gladly take
the stranger to reign over them.”

COWS FOR DAIRY PURPOSES.

At the last Quarterly Meeting of the Hereford
Farmers® Club, a discussion took place on the
subject of the capabilities of Herefords as milk-
ers; in the course of which Mr. Rowan, a
practical chemist of Hereford, explained that

the land of Herefordshire was greatly deficient
in the phosphates, which were most essential to
the formation of milk. It had been observed
that in Cheshire the milking properties of the
cows had very much deteriorated, from the fuct
that the cheese made from their milk was ex-
ported from the county, nothing being supplied
to the land in its stead with similar elements.
An aualysis of milk had proved that the curd
was very rich in phosphoric acid, and the remedy
for the deterioration cousisted in the application
of bone-dust. The fact that Herefordshire was
very deficient in the phosphates would in a great
measure account for the non-milking properties
of the cows; and a good milker brought Lere
from another country would in a few years, most
probably, become a very bad one.—The Chair-
man, Mr. Lingwood, said, this had been the case
with a Suffolk cow of his own, and he was com-
pelled to feed her—Mr. Haywood inquired
whether, upon the application of bone manure,
the diflerence in the quality of the grass would
be perceptible.—Mr. Rowan replied that it
would, and then observed that the geological
formation of Herefordshire and Cheshire was in
some respects similar; the greater part of the
former resting upon the old, and of the latter
upon the new red sandstone.—Mr. Newton ob-
served that Gloucestershire was a dairy county,
and its soil had a good deal of blue lias clay in
it, which was very rich in phosphates.—The
Chairman added, that many of the farms were
on the oolite formation.—Mr. Rowan said, a very
cheap method of supplying phospates to the
land was by the use of coprolites, which could
be obtained from Essex and the eastern parts of
England. They contained about 80 per cent. of
phosphate of lime. The Chairman feared that
Herefordshire was at too great a distance from
Essex.—MTr. Rowan replied that they might be
got to Gleucester by rail at a cheap rate, and
from thence to Hereford by canal.—After some
farther discussion, the meeting arrived at the
following decision :—¢ It is considered that
much may be done to improve the milking pro-
perties of the Hereford cattle intended for the
pail, if made to calve in the month of May,and at
about two years old, and if due regard was paid
to the herbage and management of the milking.
That the Hereford cattle are considered superior
to those of any other breed, in so far as they
combine the aptitude to fatten with their charac-
ter of milkers. It is also observed that the
pastures of the county of Hereford, from the
deficiency of phosphate in a large portion of
the distriets ave not well adapted for dairying.”

To MARE PAINT DURABLE.—Dissolve an old
India rubber shoe of common size, in three or
four gallons of oil by heating it, and put on the
paint after being prepared, while it is warm.
White lead and o1l make an imperfect body,
and soon wash off; Indiu rubber added to paint
makes it glossy and durable.
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TRANSACTIONS

LOWER CANADA AGICULTURAL SODIETY.

MONTREAL, MARGH, 1852,
We would invite particular atiention to the
Resolution of Mr. Kierskowski, on the sub-
jeet of « Associations of Agricultural Credit,”
which was adopted, we believe, with the gene-
ral approbation of the' Agricultural Congress.
His Report in support of his Resolution, shall
appear in the April number. We have for
a long period advocated this measure, but it
has now the advantage of being recommended
by a gencral meeting of the Lower Canada
Agricultural  Society, and the agricultural
class are much indebted to Mr. Kierskowski,
for bringing the subject forward, and supporting
itsoably. Itis now before the public for dis-
cussion. It would not be right to press the mat-
ter without due consideration in all its bear-

AGRICULTUR
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the system in other countries where estab-
lished for along time. But if' these enqui-
rvies should prove satisfactory, agriculturist
will have a just claim to have a Law authoris-
ing thexe establishments with as little delay as
possible. It is in vain to recommend im-
provements to farmers, if they have not the
means to exceute them., We should be far
from recommending extravagant expenditures,
but we have had frequent opportunities of
knowing that improvements were prevented for
want of means, and in instances where a trifling
“outlay would have been certainly “refunded
with a profit.  There is not any other mcang
that we are acquainted with, which would
aflord so sale accommodation to farmers, as
« Associations of Agricultural Credit.”  And
the Rules of these establishments would ne-
cessarily secure the progress of the improve-
.ment of agricuiture with all who obtained any
accommodation from them. We shall give
in the next number some further information
. of the working of these wstitutions in  Euro-

ings, and ample enquiry as to the working of , pean countries.

JWALKLR St

PRIZE DEVON HELFER PRIMROSE,
THE PROPERTY OF THE IIARL OF CHARLEMONT, MAFRINO, CLONTARF, DUBLIN,

'Was awarded the First Prize of Ten Sovereigns, as the best Heifer in her class. Calved May
4,1849; bred by Exhibitor: got by Old Shamrock, out of Polly ; Shamrock got by
Kingsland, out of Daisy.



AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL.

81

We recominend to our readers the letiers
of the Presidents of County Agricultural
Societics, published in this number. So far
as we can advocate the establishment of turn-
pike roads, wherever they would be likely to
pay the interest of the money expended upon
them, we most willingly do so. The road
alluded to by Mr. Robertson, the President of
the County of Dorchester Agricultural Society,
is one which we conceive has peculiar claims
to be made a Turnpike road, with as little
delay as possible. We are not personally
acquainted with the County of Dorchester, but
from Mr. Robertson’s representation, the
making of a Turnpike road upon the line he
points out, could not fail to be a vast benefit
to the inhabitants of that County. There can-
not be a more equitable mode of providing
good roads than by turnpikes and tolls. But
if there is not some assistance granted by the
Legislature for their first construction, how
can the people ever expect to enjoy this
advantage? When Turnpike roads were first
introduced into Canada, we know that Cana-
dian farmers had objections to them, but we
rejoice to say, that the case is quite different

now, and we believe they are as much in
favor of them, as they were previously opposed
to them, from experience of their convenience
andl utility, saving to them, in labor alone, ten-
fold as much as the toll they have to pay.
The District of Quebec have not the advan-
tage of their due proportion of Turnpike roads,

-and this is not fair towards the inhabitants.

The late General Meeting of the Lower
Canada Agricultural Society, however well
disposed to take up the subject of the establish-
ment of a Model Farm near Quebec, as pro-
posed by one of the Directors, H. L. Lange-
vin, Esg-, in his letter published in this num-
ber, they could not prudently take any action
in the matter until it is known how far the
Government and Legistature, will, at the next
Session of Parliament, be disposed to aid
in establishing such institutions. The feeling
is generally sofavorable totry the experiment
of Model Farms that the subject cannot well be
neglected any longer. Previous to the assem-
bling of Parliament, we would recommend that
the supporters as well as the opponents of such
establishments should discuss the subject fully,
by means of the public press.
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AN AYRSMIRE COW.
The property of the Honorable Wm. Coventry of Earls Croome,— Worcestershire, England.
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AGRICULTURAL CONGRESS. -

Ou Thursday the 10th day of February,
1852, a General Meeting of the Lower
Canada Agricultural Society took place at
the St Lawrence Hall, Great St. Jumes
street, in this City, pursuant to notice in the
newspapers, both of Montreal and Quebe,
and in the Agricultural Journals, The Diree-
tors of the Lower Canada Agricultural
Society at their Meeting on the 7th of Janu-
ary last, passed a Resolution, electing the
several Presidents of the County Agricultural
Societies in Lower Canada, Honorary Mem-
bers of the Lower Canada Agricultural
Society, and the Secretary was instructed to
address letters to each of the Presidents of
County Agricultural Societies, apprising
them of this Resolution, and respectfully
inviting them to be present at the General
Meeting on the 10th instant.

Soon after eleven o'clock, A.M., it was
proposed by P. E. Leclere, Esq., and seconded
by Dr. Valois, M. P. P., that Colonel Camp-
bell, of St. Hilaire, do take the Chair, which
passed unanimously. Colonel Campbell, hav-
ing taking the Chair, explained the object of
the Meeting in the following terms :

The Directors of the Lower Canada Agricul-
tural Society have called this meeting for the
purpose of taking into consideration important
miatters, in connexion with the advancemert of
Agriculture, and of endeavoring to impress upon
the Legislature the necessity of taking some
decided steps to bring about a general improve-
ment in the system of cultivating the soil in this
section of the Province; and in order to give
more weight to its proceedings, and to ascertain
the wants and wishes as well as the opinions of
those engaged in this important occupation in the
different countries, and to obtain, as far as pos-
sible, unity of action in an onward movement,
the Presidents of the County Agricultural Socie-
ties have been elected Honorary Members of this
society, and have been invited to attend on this
accasion. I am sorry not to see more of these
gentlemen present ; several have, however, sgent
interesting Jetters which I will now proceed to
read to you.

William Evans, Esq,, Secretary of the

L.C. A. S, having been appointed to act as
Seeretary to the Meeting, had placed before
the Chairman several letters received from the
Presidents of County Agricultural Societies.
They were from the following gentlemen :—

1st. O. C. Casgrain, Esq., President of the
Agricultural Society of the County L'Islet,
No. 2.

2nd. Colonel Robinson, President of the
Agricultural Society of the County of Dor-
chester.

3rd. B. Holmes, Esq., President of the
Agricultural Society of the County of Cham-
bly, No. 2.

4th. Hon. Wm. Sheppard, President of the
Agricultural Society of the County of Drumn-
mond,.

5th. Mr. Dumonlin, President of the
Agricultural Society of the Cuunty of St.
Maurice.

6th. E. J. De Blois, President of the
Agricultural Society of the County of Quebec.

7th. Dr. Dubois, President of the Agyicul-
tural Society of the County of Saguenay.

There was also letters from C. Tache, Esq.,
M.P.P, and H. L. Langevin, Esq., of Que-
bec, both gentlemen Directors of the Society.

These letters were read by the Chairman,
and ordered to be published in the Agri-
cultural Journals of the Society.

It was then proposed by L. A. H, Latour,
Esq., of Montreal, and seconded by P. E.
Leclere, Esq., of St. Hyacinthe—

1st. Resolved.—That a complete and liberal
system of Agricultural Education would place the
farmer in a position to increase the value of his
landed property, and would provide him with the
knowledge necessary for its amelioration; that
science applied to agriculture should occupy a
prominent place in all our instructiogal institu-
tions ; andthat Agricultural Schools well organ-
ized and directed, in conjunction with “Model
Farms,” would materially tend towards the edu-
cation and dignity of the working classes ; that
the time to establish such a system of education
throughout the province has arrived ; and that
it is a subject worthy inall respects of individual
and Legislative approbation,

Mr. Leclere said a few words in French,
in support of this Resolution. Mr. Chagnon
also made some remarks in the same lan-
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guage. Mr. Ossaye, the superintendent of
the Model Farm at La Tortue, then read in
French, a long Report which was much
approved of, and ordered to be published in
the Agricultural Journal, both in French and
English, and will appear in the next number.
The Resolution proposed by Mr, Latour
passed unanimously.

Proposed by A. Kierskowski, Esq., of St.
Mare, seconded by A. Vandandaigue, Esq.,
Belewil—

2nd. Resolved,—That this meeting is of opinion
that amongst the numerous laws, ordinances,
and regulations, which affect the land and agri-
cultural interest of this proviuce, there are none
8o necessary to develope their immense resources
as the establishment of Associations of Agricul-
tural credit ; and this meeting entertaining but
one conviction as to their salutary influence on
the prosperity of the Agricultural population,
do Yetmon the Legislature for the adoption of
such measures as shall procure the establish-
ment of such institutions in this Provinee, they
having promoted the prosperity and happiness
of the rural classes in the countries where they
have happily been introduced. (Adopted.)

Mr. Kierskowski read an interesting Report
in French in support of his motion, an the
Chairman explained a part of the Report in
English. On the question, whether the
Resolution do pass, the Hon. Mr. Harwood
of Vaudreuil, offered some remarks in Eng-
lish, upon the uncertainty of title of landed
property from the present state of the law,
and the necessity for its amendment. The
Resolution of Mr Kierskowski, was, however,
nnanimously adopted, with the single excep-
tion of Mr, Harwood. Mr. Kierskowski’s
Report was ordered to be published in the
Agricultural Journal in English and French,
and shall appear in the next number.

Proposed by John Fraser, Esq., St. Mare,
seconded by John Yule, Esq, Chambly—

3rd. Resolved,—That it would be for the ad-
vantage of the Agricultural population of this
Province, that there should be a Board legally
acknowledged by the executive authorities of
this country, to promote the interests of Agri-
culture. Adopted unanimously.

Proposed by Dr. Valois, M. P. P., seconded

by David Laurent, Esq., Varennes—

4th Resolved,—That is necessary, in behalf of
the inhabited part of the Province, that, there

be taken measures to prevent the destruction
of the foresls within reach of settlements, and,
above all, in the grand centres of population,
and that it will be well to encourage the plan-
ting of trees in the great centres aforesaid, as
a means of furnishing firewood at a low rate,
which will have the effect of preventing emigra-
tion and depopulation, by making firewood
plenty and cheap (Adopted.)

Dr. Valois spoke in support of his Resolu-
tion. There was considerable discussion
upon this Resolution, but Dr. Valois having
consented to make some alterations, it was
finally adopted without a division.

Proposed by L. A. H. Latour, Esq.,
seconded by Dr. Milleur, S. E. E. C.

That it is very important to establish in this
city an Agricultural museum, in which should
be collected together the most approved agricul-
tural implements in use, the grains and seed
grown in this Province, as well as those from
other paits of the world. A Farmer’s Library
and reading room a place of resort to the farmer
when in the city ; when he may pursue_his in-
quiries having the articles before him, and where
he could receive and exchange seeds, grain, &c.,
and thus benefit himself as well as others.

Passsed without opposition.

The Chairman the:. enquired if there was
any other motion to come before the meeting,
and none sppearing, addressed the meeting

as follows :

Before adjourning this Meeting, allow me to
address the great gratification it has afforded me
to be called upon to preside over this our first
Agricultural Congress, I trust it is but a prelude
to many more, for l am convinced that the assem-=
bling together of so many gentlemen from differ-
ent parts of this Section of the Province are en-
gaged in a common pursuit whick cannot fail to
be attended with much good. It will make us
better acquainted, and afford us the means of
ample discussion, which will be our interest to
encourage, by which truth will be elicited, pre-
judices removed, and just conclusions arrived at,
to the great benefit of all here at least, we shall
have a spot of neutral ground on which those of
every shade of politics may meet and work
shoulder to shoulder in a common cause ; the
proceedings of this day have shown us how
amicably and quietly discussion may be car-
ried on when the demon of party strife is al-
lowed to slumber. I trust that those who
have this day favored us with their presence
will, on their feturn home, explai
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more timid friends who have not ventured to
appear, that there is really nothing very formi-
dable in the Agricultural Congress, and induce
them to muster more strongly at our next session,
and if I may be allowed to make & suggestiun,
I would say, in the quick retirement of your
peaceful homes, think over these matters, and
come prepared to give the result of your thoughts
and of your practical experience, and to take
partin the discussions which may arise; vest
assured, that in so doing, you will be performing
the part of gond citizens, and in furthering your
own individual interest, you will be assisting to
promote the general advancement and prosperity
of our beloved country.

The Chairman having retired from the
Chair, an unanimous vote of thanks was pass-
ed to Colonel Cumpbell for his able and dig-
nified conduct while presiding at the meeting.

The meeting was well attended, consider-

ing the season of the year. Between fifty and |
self deprived, on account of the bad state of my

sixty gentlemen were present, ten of whom
were Presidents of County Agricultural
Socicties, viz:—dJohn Yule, Esq., County
Chambly ; Charles Roy, Esq., County Cham-
bly, No. 1 ; A.E. Montmarquet, Esq., County
of Two Mountains ; P. E. Leclere, Esg., St.
Hyacinthe ; John Dodds, Esq, County of
Montreal ; Dr. Poulin, M.P.P., Rouville, No.
1; A. Vandandaigue, Esq., County Vercheres,
No. 2; Edward Masson, Esq., County of
Terrebonne ; Dustiller, Esg., County
of Berthier ; B. Lebourcer, Esq., County of
Sherbrooke,

In consequence of changing the place of
meeting. from where it was first advertised to
take place, several gentlemen who had come
from a distance to be present, were unable to
find the place until too late. This, however, is
only a commencement of such meetings, and
if the vice-Presidents of the County Agricul-
tural Societies will only be present at future
meetings, they will find that their advice and
suggestions will obtain all due attention. The
Lower Canada Agricultural Society have no
other object but the general improvement and
prosperity of agriculture, and they are ready
to co-operate with any and every Society in
the Province to accomplish this object. The

united efforts of all who are interested in agri-
culture will be necessary to perfect the good
work of improvement in husbandry which
now appears to be happily commenced.

L. A. H. Latour, Ezq., one of the Direc-
tors of the Society, very kindly acted as
Assistant Secretary to the Meeting.

To Wn. Evaxs, Esq., Secretaryof the L. C. 4. 8.

Sin,—I have the power to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter, in which you inform me
that the Directors of the Lower Canada Agricul-
tural Society have been pleased to confer upon
me as president of the Agricultural Society of
the County of L’lslet, the title of Honorary
Member of their Society, and moreover invite
me to attend at the Central Congress which is
to be held at Montreal. Be pleased, Mr. Secre-
tary, to assure the Directors of my gratitude, and
to express to them the regret I feel in finding my-

health, frou: the possibility of being present at
a meeting at which I would have been most
happy to assist, as much as to comply with the
desire of the Society, as to derive from them
information which would not have failed to
become of great advantage to the County of
L’Islet. I fee! the most ardent wishes for the
success of all the undertakings of your Society,
I have the utmost confidence in those who direct
them, and seize this opportunity to assure you
of the high consideration with which I have the
honor to be,
Sir,
Your most cbedient and humble servt.,
0. C. Cascraly,
. President Agricultural Sociely,
County of LIslet.

To Wwu. Evaxs, Esq., Secretarytothe L. C. 4. §

Sir,—I duly received your letter of dite the
10th ult. acquainting me of the honor done me
by the Directors of the Lower Canada Agricul-
tural Society, in conferring on me the honorary
title of Member of that Society, for which I beg
to return them my best thanks. I am sorry
that circumstances will put it out of my power
of having the pleasure of being present at the
general meeting of the members of the Society,
to be held at Montreal, on the 10th instant.
But I beg ‘to avail myself of the present occa-
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1 siun, to submit to the society my views ou some
4 of the questions which I have heard agitated
3 with regard to the furwarding of the progress of
§ agricultural knowledge. I would especially re-
3 commend the establishment of Model, or rather
4 experimental farms, the usefulness of which,
{ in this country, no person in the least acquaint-
4 ed with agriculture, will, Ishould think, ques-
g tion. I would not recommend the establish-
# ment of those farms in order, or expecting, that
the mode of culture there followed, should be
adopted by those who mizht have the advantage
of seeing it. But principally that many new
modes of culture, which have been found tosuc-
ceed in Europe, or elsewhere, might be re-
peated in this country, under the eye of an ex-
perienced and intelligent farmer, so that whether
he finds the experiment to succeed or not, the
trial being made public would obviate the neces-
sityof others following it, were it not found to an-
swer in this climate. 1f means could be found
to introduce those experimental farms, and at
the same time continue the present liberal al-
lowance to County Agricultural Societies, all
very well, but if the one or the other must suf-
fer, I for one would wish to see experimental
farms established. It would be too loug to
mention here the many advantages which
would certainly result from such farms. I am
far from thinking that the County Societies have
been found to answer the good intentions of ‘the
Legislature, nevertheless improvement is going
on slowly, and indeed, every thing connected
with agriculture requires time. I think it would
be better if the objects for which the County so-
cieties might give prizes were generally speci-
fied by the Directors of the Lower Canada Agri-
cultural Society.

I am also of opinion, that nothing is more
likely, or better adapted to forward agriculture
than 2 weil conducted Agricultural Journal, and
although the present has not certainly received
that encouragement which it has merited, its
failure ought wot to be attributed to the ynapt-
uess of the thing, or a want of need, or perhaps
even of a desirs of information, in the class for
whose use it is intended, but to the too recent
introduction of the schoolmaster amongst them,
but, under the present system, this obstacle
will soon disappear; perhaps also the introduc-
tion of tracts on agriculture into the common
achools might be useflul.

Perhaps the Directors of the Lower Canada

Agricultural Society will excuse me, or per-
haps it is, as I am rather inclined to think, my
duty to point out, what is in iny opinion, the
greatest drawback on agiiculture in the County
of Dorchester, and [ have no hesitation in ray-
ing it is the state of the roads ; it being a very
extensive and populous county, extending from
the St. Lawrence to the United States, through
which the post road from Quebec to Bostou, by
the Kenebee, passes for about one hundred
miles. Now the first twenty miles of this road,
from Point Levi, being generally on a clayey
soil, or what is still worse, a swamp, making
bad roads at all times, but it becomes almost
impassable in spring and fall, in consequence of
the great travel. On this great and central
thoroughfare, it is quite tov much for the inhabi-
tants bordering on it to keep itin repair, and the
only way to have and keep a good.voad huve,
is to have a Turnpike road, made on the same
principle which has been adopted in many cther
localities in Upper and Lower Canada, in which
the credit of the Province is granted, for the in-
terest of the money required, and which is paid
by the tolls, so that those who use the roads
will pay for keeping them in repair. There is
no way so just and equitable as this, more es-
pecially near towns, the arguments of many of
those who are now enjoying those roads, that
they do not pay, should not be listened to ; it is
true that many of them in Canada West, were
made in thinly peopled districts, and could not
be expected to pay interest immediately, but
their benefits to the country are incalculable. But
it is evident that the one which is required here
would very soon, if not immediately, pay. Many
of the Directors of the Lower Canada Agricultu-
ral Society being some of the most intelligent
and influential members of our Government,
might, if they were so inclined, put us in the way
of getting this so much required improvement.
The construction of a railway, as is proposed
from Halifax to Quebec and Montreal, passing
near the St. Lawrence, would only make such
a Turnpike road more necessary. I hope the
Directors will take the most favorable view of
this communication, and not forget that I am
more acquainted with the plough than the pen.
I have the honor to be, with respect,
Your very obedient servant,
Cuaries Rosertson,
Pres. of the 4. G. S. No. 2.
County of Dorchester.
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To Wt Evans, Esq., Secrelary L. C. A. 8.

S1r,—Your letter dated the 30th January last,
I received on Friday, the 6th inst., by which
you inform me that at a meeting of the Direc-
tors of the Agricultaral Society of Lower Cana-
da, which touk place on the 7th January last,
I have been elected an Honorary Member of
that Society, and requesting my attendance at
Montreal, on the 10th instant.

I am sorry to inform you that being confined to
my house for six weeks past, it is impossible
for me to have the pleasure to attend at the
meeting ; still I will bearin mind the honor the
gentlemen Directors of the Agricultural Society
have done me, by their pr ite invitation,
Although not present at the meeting, I assure
you that it shall always be my sincere desire to
do all that is in my power to promote the ad~
vancemeut and advantage of Agriculture in
Lower Canada. .

I have the honor tobe, sir,
Your most obedient servant,
B. Hormes.
Saint Lue, 7th February, 1852,

To Wwn. Evans, Esq., Secretary L. C. A. S.

Dear Sir,—I have to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of your letter dated 15th January, 1852,
informing me that the ¢ Lower Canada Agri-
cultural Society,”” had conferred upon the Presi-
dents of the County Agricultural Societies of
Lower Canada, the title of Honorary Members
of that Society, and that in such capacity, I am
invited to attend a General Meeting of the So-
ciety, on the 10th instant, at which matters of
vital importance to the welfare of the Province,
would be discussed. And that the attention of
the meeting will be called to a consideration of
the best means to encourage and extend agri-
cultural education throughout the Province.

I have to request, sir,that you will express to
the society my thanks for the honor thus con-
ferred, and to assure the members that nothing
but the severe and protracted indisposition, under
which [ am suffering, would prevent my at-
tendance ata meeting 8o fraught with advan-
tage to the rising generation of farmers, in this
section of the Province, and as a necessary
consequence to the increased prosperity of the
country, a movement that does honor to the So-
ciety, and which, it is my sincere wish, may
be attended with complete success.

- The success attending the well directed oper-

ations of the Earl of Clarendon, under much
less promising circumstances, will encourage
us to hope for real improvement in the practice
of our farmers, who, although somewhat wedded
to absolete practices, are a thinking and intelli-
gent people, open to conviction, especially on
the view of others success. But to the vising
generation we must principally look for the
adoption of improved practices thronghout the
Province: on this point, I should say, the hopes
for result hinges.

Hoping to the eleventh hour that my health
would so far improve as to allow me to attend
your meeting, I must again express my regret
at my inability to attend. Wishing to have an
opportunity to express some opinions that I
have hopefully entertained on this important
subject,

I have the honor to be,
Dear Sir,
Your very humble servant,
WiLLIAM SHEPPARD,
Pres. d. 8.
County of Drammond.
Drummondville, 7th Feb., 1852.

SHORT REFLEXIONS

UPON THE MEANS OF ADVANCING AGRICULTURE,
BCIENCE, AND INDUSTRY, IN CANADA.

We are in Canada happily situated for turning
our attention and efforts towards agriculture, the
true source of prosperity to every people. Here
we can prosper in quiet, far from those pre-oc-
cupations and turmoils which agitate the nations.
Our revenues are not absorbed in the support
of armies, of fleets, and of foreign relations ; the
intelligence of the country is not lost in the
labyrinth of diplomatic zombinations ; we are

‘protected in our liberties, in our industry, and

in our efforts, by troops which we do not pay,
and by a marine, to the equipment of which,
we contribute nothing.,

Canada offers to day, that happy mixture of
a large and small proprietory, the first are not
numerous fortunately, the second forming the
great mass of the population ; the first, if they
comprehend their duty, ought to organise an
instructing, experimeniing body, cultivating
agriculture as a science; the second, the
exploring body, practicing agriculture as indus-
try.

1 ought here to consider at length, a situation
so advantageous to Canada, under all its rela-
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tions, compared to that of other countries, where
an immense amount (other things being equal),
of intelligence, of labor, and of capital, is expen-
ded annually, with a view of arriving at a state
of things, which amongst us exists of itself, and
can be maintained without effort ; but I must
confine myself to a few words.

The Congress of agriculture convoked by
the Lower Canada Agricultural Society, has
doubtless for aim, the examination of the two
following questions, viz :—

First,—What ought to bo the action of tlLe
government with the view to the advancement
of agricultwme.

Second,—What ought to be the action of the
instructed class towards this same end.

That I may be permiited a word in solution
upon these two important questions. The fol-
lowing ideas are contained in the ¢ Report of
the Committee of Agriculture,” (session 1850).
i I resume under these two heads, all that is to
' be done on the part of the authorities.

First,—To instruct in the improvement of
agriculture.

Second,—To recompense the efforts, and
stimulate the emulation of those who are in-
structed. The means of instruction are, as
appear to me; fiist, Model Farms upon an
economical footing ; secoud, the publication of
Elementary Treatises, and of Journals; third,
the introduction of agriculture as part of instruc-
tion in the schools and colleges. The means
of encouragement are by exhibitions, where
premiums would be given as rewards to merit
and progress.

As every organization requires an executive
and directing power, it is above all necessary
that superiutendents, of agriculture should be
beyond the influences of party strife, and entirely
exemptoed from the vicissitudes of party.

And as a source, a common condensateur is
necessary to every science, the Society of Agri-
culture of Lower Canada, should be adequately
subsidized with the obligation of forming a
library, of keeping agricultural registrars, of
maintaining a seed store, and publishing Jour-
nals, things which the Society has even with its
present limited means, done to the full extent
of its ability.

1 beg attention to the Reports of the Legisla-
tive Committee, of 1850 and 1851; this
labor conscientiously undertaken, and to which

a great number of estimable and instructed men
contributed.

As to the moral action which the instructed
class ought to exercise upon the agriculture of
the country, this is, as in all other things, left
to the patriotism, to the conscience, and to the
capacities of each, and is imposed as a duty

“upon all. Now, this duty devolves at the pre-

sent time, above all, upon the congress of agri-
culture which is about to be opened. It is
necessary to cultivate the public spirit deeply,
as a soil which has been long neglected.

It is necessary to point out to the cultivator
the real advantages of the soil and climate of
Canada, and to make him understand that every
where there are inconveniences and disappoint-
ments in husbandry. Convinced that it is the pro-
prietor who enriches his lands, and not the lands
which enrich the proprietor, that the soil fash-
ions itself under the hand of the laborer ; for confi-
denceand hope offer the first guarantee of success.

It will also be necessary to draw the attention
of the farmer to the rearing of cattle, and the
best means of feeding them, to make him feel the
necessity of collecting and cultivating simultane-
ously a large variety of seeds, and to eonvince
him of the necessity of creating pasturage, and
extensively improving the cultivation of the
soil, so that the augmentation of the number of
his cattle may be proportionate to his means of
nourishing them, and be thus saved the neces-
sity of seeking outside his own farm-yard for the
means of fertilizing his fields.

Before closing this little memoir, I cannot
refrain from saying a word upon “Model Farms.”
I do not hesitate to pronounce large Model
Farms as almost impracticable from the great
outlay which they necessitate, and the very
limited results which they produce, owing to the
uecessary smallness of their number, which
cannot exceed three or four.

It is with “‘models” of agriculture on a small
scale, exclusively industrial, and resolving the
problem of ‘the largest possible cultivation
with the least possible means,” that we have
to deal.

I would projose, then, to establish a Model
Farm in the chief place of each municipality,
and to appropviate annually to each, a sum not
exceeding £150, expending it as follows :—Hav-
ing found an intelligent farmer of coniparatively
easy circumstances, and well disposed, I should
propose to him the following proposition i~
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Will you, in consideration of this sum and the
attending benefits, consent to become a “ Model
Farmer,” if so, take and divide your farm into
fourtcen fields, running = pathway chemin
mitozen down the centre, so as to have seven
fields oun each side. To complete this division,
it will be necessary to allow 70 arpents for
enclosures. Very good, when you have achieved
this labor, you shall receive the sum of £60.
The first autumn you will manure the two first
fields on each side of the pathway, forming, let
us say, ten arpents, at the rate of iwenty-five
loads to the arpent. These t7a arpents you
will sow with potatoes, rape, red-beet, and cab-
bages,-and for this you will receive the sum of
£50. The same avtumn you will paint your
stable and make it perfectly dry ; and you will
construct in connection and communicating with
it a small building. In this you will deposit,
very closly packed, ten loads of sand or other
eaithy matter for each stall, and scatter it daily
throughout the winter over the pavement, in
order to collect all the liquid manure and incor-
porate it with the solids ; for this you will receive,
say, £20. You will follow the orders of a super-
intendent, and adopt whatever improvements,
(ussolements,) he may point out. You will also
mezke artificial meadows, all, which if you do
well, and explain your labors as you progress,
you will receive at the end of the year, as recom-
pense, the sum of £20, to enable you to repair
youwi farming implements, to improve the race
of your cattle, and to indemnify you for the obli-
gation of allowing agriculturists who desire it,
1o vi~it your fann.

So much fur the first year ; and you will con-
tinue to receive yearly the same grant, for manure,
for the increase of steck, and the improvement
of farming implements, with the exception of
the £60 given for enclosures as above, until
your entire fa:m has been similarly treated,
which will take seven years.

These £60 might be given in premiums, to
recompeuse others who imitated the examples set
them. The first premium of £20, the second of
£15, the third of £10, and the fourth of £5 to be
given to the number of four.

It might be so arranged as that these premiums
would not be accarded a second yearto the same
persans for similar av inferior improvements. 1
wonld wish to have time to develope these pro-
positions which I have announced; but, forced to
be brief, I write in such haste that [ could be

tempted, were I to consult my “amom-propre.®
to burn this sheet.
J.C. Tacue.
Rimouski, 5th February, 1852.

Quebec, Januvary 28, 1852,

Smr,—T hasten to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 25th instant, (received this
mo. 2ing) acquainting me of the proposed Meet-
ing of the Members of our Society on the 10th
of February next at Montreal, and to which
Meeting the Presidents of the County Agricul-
tural Societies, previously elected Honorary
Members of our Suciety, are invited in order to
assist in the discussions that may take place.
You ask me, moreover, to communicate to you
any suggestions I wish to make, as a Director of
the Society.

In answer, I have the honor to inform you,
that were it not for the severity of the winter,
and the meansof communication being sotedions
and difficult at this season of the year, 1 would
make it my duty to be present at your Agricul-
tural Congress, whose influence and results may
prove to be of immense advantage to the pro- §
gress and improvement of the Agriculture of j
our country. But 1 must forego the pleasure of §&
being present at that important assembly, and
be content to communicate to you by means of §
this letter, the observations and suggestions [
which I would make were I present. :

The Agricultural Congress ought, in my
opinion, 1o express 2 desire, that a Minister or
Superintendnet of Agriculture, with a spuecial
Department, should be created by the Govern-
ment or Legislature. This would be a very
effective means to pot Agriculture in high esti-
mation, and attract to it from the Government
and Legislature that continual attention which it
50 imperiously requires, from its being unques-
tionably the foundation of all our material pros-
perity, and as without it our conutry would bs
of very little value,

I shall not take upon myself to enumerate the
various duties of such a Ministerand Department
of that description, the thing may be easily con-
ceived and pointed out by the operation of other
public Departments. That new Minister and
Department might also embrace Commerce and
Manufactures if it was judged proper, these two
branches being closely connected with Agricul-
wure.

The Congress should advacate the establish
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8 ment at Ouebec of a Bonrd of A«rucultuxe
! d(,pendent on, or subordinate to the Lower
Canada Agncnhural Society. This would be a
powerful means to give to the Agriculture of
§ this District an impulse which it cannot receive
£ from the Mother Society, who are not in a posi-
¥ tion to know and appreciate sufficiently all that
is wanted here. That Agricultural Bourd might
have at Quebec a Library and Museum, and
deliver a course of Agricultural Lectures during
winter, they would hold Ploughing Matches
ata convenient time, and upon principles that
would be the best calculated to promote the
interests of the farmer’s, in a word that Board
whose powers wnight be extended or restrained
according to the will of the mother Society, who
are empowered by their Act of Incorporation to
create such a Board, would immediately give to
the Lower Canada Agricultural Society a new
lustre, and greater renown—things which in the
opinion of some parties ought not to be much
valued, but which I believe always contributes
to give ‘o the Body who possesses them more
importauce and authority,and consequently more
extensive means of doing good.
The Agricultural Congress should also pro-
nounce itself in favor of one or more Model
Farms in a central situation, and with an easy
access. If people have to travel six or nine
miles in a carriage before arriving at the Model
Farm, it would prevent not only agriculturalists
but friends of Agriculture from visiting these
establishments. These farms ought to be sit-
uated conveniently, or near a railroad, and should
not be located at any one extremity of Canada,
whose general interests they are intended to pro-
mole, according to the Act of Incorporavion of
the Society. If such a farm was situated in the
County of Saguenay for example, how could the
inhabitants of the District of Montreal profit by
it? If on the other hand, it was situated fifteen
or eighteen miles higher up than the City of
Montreal; what benefit would the inhabitants of
the District of Quebec derive from it? If there
is only one Model Farm, let it be situated near
Montreal, Three Rivers, or Quebec, so that it
may be arrived at in a quarler of an hour or
little more. It would be desirable, perhaps,
that it should be placed definatively near the
town of Three Rivers. That place would be
central, and probably, the most judiciously chosen
Tar cuch a purpose, for as an Agricultural School
or College must be attached sooner or later to a

Model Farm for the instruction of our f.mnels’
children, it would be of easy access for the
parents and students, and 1o such an advantage
is to be added the undisputed salubiity -of the
locality. I perceive I have just cumo to the
question of an agricullural education, but it is
not my intention to enter into a long detail on
the subject.  All that [ wish to vbserve, is, that
education whatever it may be, requires to be
religious, not to be immoral and impious, and
as the students would be of different religious
professions, the proximity of a city or tuwn, to
the School and Model Farm, would atford to the
students the opportunity of guing on Sundays and
Holy-days to their respective churches, to which
they would be conducted respectively by their
teachers. This question of Agricultura) Education
cannot fail to occupy seriously the attention of
the Agricultural Congress, for that education
has been too long neglected in Canada, and it
would not be proper to leave it to the zeal,
devotedness, and patriotism of a single indi-
vidual.

There is an imperious necessity of providing
some means for the preservation of our forests,
in order that we may not be deprived at a later
period of timber and fire-wood, and that
necessity has been submitted by me two years
ago, to the Committee of Agiiculture appointed
by the Legislative assembly. I think it right,
however, to mention it again in order that it may
not be lost sight of.

The Journal speaks also of keeping a stud of
horses, as likely to be very useful. There can
be no doubt of its utility, when it is known that
we have now so few of the pure breed of our
good, strong, though small, Canadian horses in
the Coumry The suggcstxon is good, and
should not be allowed to remain a dcad leuer.
In conclusion, I beg leave to express the wish
that every year, in the scason most convenient
for the greatest number to attend—the Lower
Canada Agricultural Society may convene an
Agricultural Congress an innovation this time,
bat which, if continued, will be a most useful
and patriotic institution.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient and humble servant,
Hrctor L. LaNGEvVIN,

Te Wma. Evans, Esq,,
Secrelary o the L. C. A. Society.
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To Wx. Evans, Esq., Secretary and Treasurer
of the Lower Catada Agricultural Society.

Mr. Secretary,

Apprehensive as I am of not being able to
communicate early enough with the Society, I
have applied directly, in my capacity of one of
the Directors of the Lower Canada Agricultural
Society to the Honorable A. N. Marin, to ask of
the Government not to let, as advertised in the
(xazeute, the farm of the Demesne of the Seign-
iory of Notre Dame des Anges, situated at La
Canardiéré, near Quebec, but to reserve it for
a Provincial Mcdel Farm. This Farm is not
three miles from the City, and the road leading
10 it is very good. The soil is varied, one part
being adapted for meadow, and the remainder
for grain and green crops, the soil is of 2 good
quality. It contains two hundred and sixty acres
and makes patt of the Jesuit’s estates auminis-
tered by the Government.  After I had made my
official communication, I had an interview with'
the Honorable Mr. Morin, who appeared well
disposed aseven to favor Agriculture, but he told
me that it is not the intention of the Government
to take the duty upon itself, to establish one or
more Model Farms. But he gave me to under-
stand that any Agricultural Society who would
be desirous to establish a Medel Farm here,
would very probably obtain the suopport and aid
of the Government. He added, however, that
the land belonging to the Jesuit’s estate, could
not be given to our Society without paying a
rent for it, but that it could be leased to them at
the public auction which is to take place on
the 14th instant.

1 apprise you, Mr. Secretary, in order that you
may submit this communication to the Meeting
of the Society which is to be held on the 10th
of the month. The rent actually paid now for
the land is about £70 a year. I think at all
events our Sueicty would not have to pay more
than £80, but us this farm is of great extent and
as it appeared to be considered here that 2
smaller farm would be more convenient, the
half of it might be relet by the Society, and that
could be readily done, inasmuch as the front
patt of the farm is very extensive. The rent for
the remainder keld by the Society would be only
a trifle, and with the help which the Government
would probably afford, the District of Quebec
would find itsclf endowed with a Model Farm,
which they anxiously have desired for a long

period. It would appear jndeed that the time
is come when the action of ow Society should
be felt in this District, and that it should partici-
pate of the grants of the Legislature. The
Society began last autumn by Ploughing Match-
es. They ought not to stop after so gool a
beginning. The present oppoitanity is a good
one if the Society desire to profit by it. I must
add, however, that I took great care not to com-
mit them before I had communicated with them
on the business, so that their action is perfectly
free. What I ask would only be that the matter
should be taken into consideraiion on the 10th |
at the Meeting, aud that you would be so good
as to apprise me of the result.
I have the honor to be,
Sir, -
Your most obedient and humble seryant,
Hecror L. LanGeviy.
P.S. Theland is situated on the bank of
the river. It is tobe leased forseven years. If
the Society resolve to lease it, the Model Farm
might be under the direction of the Bourd of
Agriculture, which in another communication 1
suggested to the Society to establish at Quebec.
H.L.L.

To the Editor of the Agriculturel Journal.

Sir,—I take the liberty of enquiring through
the pages of your valnable Journal, what the
amendments were to the Lower Canada Act,
passed last Session of the Provincial Parliament,
—Dby answering the above in your next number,
you will greatly oblige

Your most obedient servant,
A Youra Fanxer,

St. Foys, 11th February, 1852,

In reply 1o “ A Young Farmer,” we give
below a copy of the Cause of the only Agri-
cultural Act passed last Session, which con-
sists of only a few lines. B. Taske, Esq., mem-
ber for Rimouski, proposed another Act but
it did not pass last Session.

“ That it shall be lawful for each Agricultural So-
ciety, whether of a District, or of a County or division
of a County, to fix such time during the course of any
year for holding their Public Shows, as such Se-
ciety shall deem best for the advancement of Agri-
culture. Anything in the sixteenth section of the
said Act to the contrary notwithstanding.”

RAILROAD ON THE NORTI SHORE OF
THE ST. LAWRENCE, FROM QUEBEC
TO MONTREAL.

‘We give with pleasure the prospectus of
the proposed Railroad, and we would advo-
cate its construction as a work that could not
fiil to be advantageous to agriculture, and to
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rapidly in improvement if we do not afford the
people every reasonable facility of developing
her fine natural resources. It is well known
that there is a fine country on tie north side of
the St. Lawrence all the way from Montreal
110 Quebec, and that the inhabitants have not
1¢ necessary facilities for transporting their
products to market. The steamers in the sea-
on of navigation, seldom stop on a voyage from
Tontreal to Quebec except at Sorel, Three
ivers, and perhaps Bertiner, Beeancour and
ort StiFrancis.  Inthe'winter, they are con-
ined to their own means of travelling for all this
distance of 180 miles. Notwithstanding that
he River Iudson is navigated nearly the whole
f the year by a large fleet of steamers and
ther craft, and these steamers seldom take
wore than from nine to twelve hours from
Albany to New York, either ways, yet they
ave constructed Railroads all this distance
pon the river banks, and we know from
xperience that the Hudson River steamers
top at a great number of towns and villages
n their voyages for the convenience of the
nhabitants. If we are expected to make rapid
dvances in improvement Jike other folks, we
ave tv adopt the means that are required to
ccomplish this like other people. The com-
letion of a Railroad, already conmenced upon
he south, and proposed upon the north shore
{the St. Lawrence, would do more to advance
he prosperity of Lower Canada, than can well
¢ imagined at the present moment. There
snot much doubt but these works will be com-
lete, and we hope with as litdle delay as possi-
le.

RAILROAD ON THE NORTH SHORE.

Ata preliminary mecting of citizens favora-
lz to the constroction of a Railroad from Que-
ee to Montreal, held in this City on Saturday
ast, 2 project was sabmitted and approved of,
d is as follows :—

PRoJECT OF A RAILROAD FRo2 QUEBEC To Mox-
TREAL, ON THE INORTH SIDE OF THE RIVER
St. LAwreNCE.

Never was the question of Railroads more agi-

tated than at the present moment. The press
of our own, aud every other country, devote the
greater portion of their columns to 1ts advocacy.
Everywhere those discussions are followed by
results. Quebec only has as yet done almost
nothing. The public mind is divided upou this
grand question : instead of advancing, we retro-
grade. One day sees destroyed that which the
preceding one accomphshed.  Whence this
hesitation ? Does it proceed from indulence,
from want of capital, from iguorance of the true
interests of the country? No! 1t proceeds from
none of these.

The citizens of Quebec are fully sensible of
the advantages which must necessuwiily accrue
to their city from the establishment of a Railroad
which will put it in direct communication with
the rest of the world ; but they are also aware
that all will depend upon the first direction given
toit. That if the point of departure be not estab-
lished in the proper locality, they will have
expended their energy and resources uselessly 3
that if, on the contrary, their first efforts be prop-
erly directed, their city must become the depot
of the riches of the West, and one of the greatest
sea-port towns in the world, asits harbor already
is by nature one of the most magnificent.

Who can doubt, witnessing what occurs else-
where, that before the lapse of many years, we
shall have, not only a Railroad from Halifax to
Quebec, and from Quebec to the extreme limits
of Upper Canada, but also one extending to the
very shores washed by the PacificOcean?” Time
and money will of course be necessary to the
execution of this magnificent enterprise; but
events follow each other in such rapid succession
on this young continent, and credit may to so
great an extent be substituted for moucy, that in
a growing country where, in the course of @ man’s
life, population and the value of property increase
tenfold, we need not be afraid to draw upon the
future. In order that this future may prove pro-
ductive of advantage to Quebec, it is necessary
that the Railroad %o which attention is now call-
ed, should terminate in Quebec itself.

It has frequently been asserted, that our city
is situate on the wrong side of the St. Lawrence.
This is an_error. If she were situate on the
opposite side, we should frequently have occa-
sion to wish her on this. We are on the same
side as Montreal, Kingston, and Toronto, as the
whole of Upper Canadla, and the areater part of
Lower Canada. We can communicate without
transhipmentwith nearly the whole of ourcountry,
and this is highly important for a Railroad. Ina
military and commercial point of view, few cities
in North America are more advantageously
situate than Quebec. Let us avail ourselves
of this.

From the foregoing, it would appear evident
thatthe princi({ml efforts of the citizens of Quebec
ought to be directed to the construction of a
Railroad from their city to Montreal on the
North side of the tiver. [t is the only means of
having the terminus in Quebee. It is the only
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means of causing our markets to be plentifully
supplied, in winter as well as summer, with a
quauntity of articles of too cumbersome a nature to
admitof long carriage, orof being conveyed across
the St. Lawrence in canoes: such as firewood,
timber for the construction of ships and houses,
building stone, hay, cattle, and numerous other
necessaries, absolutely required to supply the
demands of a large city. Population would
be vastly increased by the greater facility that
would be afforded of procuring the means of sub-
sistence ; and the value of property in the city as
well as in the country would be enhanced in
equal proportion. The magnificent rivers which
intersect the north side of the St. Lawrence,
would be employed in working innumerable
manufactories, which cannot now be established
for want of such an easy and economical means
of transport as the Railvoad would afford them.
The St. Maurice forges, and divers other man-
ufuctories already in existence, experience
considerable inconvenience and loss from the
want of conveyance for their products during the
six winter months.

Happily an enterprise of such great utility as
this, does not present any serious engineering
difficulties. It is generally admitted that the
ground is eminently favorable to the establish-
ment of a Railroad ; it would intersect the
richest aud most populous portion of Lower
Canada ; the inhabitants on the south side
would be extensively benefitted on a large por-
tion ofits route, as well as those on the north side.

The distance between Quebec and Montreal
on the mnorth side is estimated at about 150
miles. It is to be supposed that the Govern-
ment would do for this route that which they
have done for others of less importance—they
might guarantee the funds to complete half the
road. There would then remain 75 miles to
be completed by the subscriptions of private
individuals and Corporations. The probable
cost of the road would be £3,000 per mile.*
It is easy to prove, that in the States a large
extent of Railroad (single track) did not cost
more. We have here the ground, the iror, the
wood and manual labor, at a rate cheaper than
our neighbors pay for them.

Taking, then, 75 miles, at £3,000 per mile,
as a basis, it would amount to £225,000.
The Corporation of Quebee would cer-

tainly not refuse to contribute...... £100,000
The divers Parishes and Corporations

between this and Mentreal, inclu-

BIVElY.irienniinieirnnieinneenerernneeee. 90,000
Individual Subscriptions, at Quebec

and elsewhere...coaiveeeecenieecreecees 36,000

Total, £225,000

* In Pennsylvania, the'Schuylkr il Valley Railroad
costs $5,500 per mile (double track); the Schuyllkill
Railrond (double track) costs $7,000 per mile; the
West Branch Railroad ; (double track) costs $10,000
per mile; in New York, the Sasatoga and Schencctady
Railroad costs $12,000 per mile.

If the different parties interested, woul
come to an understanding among themselves
it would be easy to construct a branch line
connect th= St. Lawrence and Atdantic Railron
at the most advantageous point, with thy
running between Quebec and Montreal,

The population on the north side of the rive
between Quebec and Montreal, that of theg
two cities included, is estimated at 250,000, u
least. According to statistical information gen.
erally adinitted, it has been found that each
individual comprehended within the territory
intersected by a Railroad, contributed, on m
average, about ten shillings annually to the tot
revenue derived by the conveyance of merchan.
dize and travellers over such Railroad. There.
fore, 250,000 persons would occasion traffic t
the amountof £125,000. The expenses of work.
ing the Railroad are estimated at one half ¢
the gross receipts ; which would leave the sam
of £62,500 as interest and profit upon a tola)
expenditure of £450,000 pounds, being equat
to about 14 per cent.  Supposing, now, the roal
to cost £4,000 per mile, the total cost of 15
miles would be £600,000, and the interest even
then would be over TEN per cent. This would
justify the expenditure of a much larger sum,
especially if we take into consideration the
supplementary traffic that would be supplied by
Upper Canada, aud by the south side of tlhe
River St. Lawrenca.

It is to be supposed that the Imperial Govern
ment would be as favorably disposed towards
the present enterprise, and to extend to it the
same facilities which it intends to accord t
the Quebec and Halitax Railroad ; that is to say,
money at 3} per cent. It is impossible for
not to appreciate the advantages in a military
point of view which would be derived from the
establishment of a Railroad, which would linki
together the principal cities of Canada, anif
which would have, as a natural protection, o}
the only side on which it is vulnerable, a rivef
such as the St. Lawrence. 2

The moment has arrived when it is necessan,
to pronounce in a definite manner upon thes
great questions, under the penalty of scein
other lacalities enjoy the advantages due to tie
City of Quebec. A public meeting of the citizens
will shortly be convened, which will be the
moment to put an end to all hesitation, andb
enter at once upon all such measures as shall
be deemed necessary, to carry into executin
the present proposition, should it meet wih{}
public approbation.

Quebec, Sth Febroary, 1832,

There are several selections, communicz
tions, and notices in type, which have to ro§j
main over for the next number.

To DISSOLVE CONGULATED BLooD.—Take grated
oot of burdock spread upon a rag, renew thy
twice a day.

[
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AGRICULTURAL REPORT FOR FEBRUARY.
The month of February, although having
a few fine days, was generally severely cold
to the 22nd, hence giving us, up to this time,
three months and a half of very severe win-
ter, n circumstance which may warrant
us to hope, that the worst of the winter
is now over, and to anticipate an early
spring.  In a severe winter like the present,
there must have been a large consumption of
| fire-wood and cattle provender ; but, although
| the price of the former was high, that of the
klatter, particularly hay and straw, was ex-
tremely low, and by no means remunerative.
These articles, where brought from a consi-
derable distanee, would not pay the labor,
giving no consideration for the land. It must
be some fault in the system of agrieultural man-
agement when these products are forced on the
market at such low prices, Farmers should not
gell either hiay or straw at prices that will not
remunerate more than for the labor. There
cannot be any more pernicious system of
husbandry, than to take the produce of the
soil to market and sell it for less than would
pay a reasonable price for the labor. How
can land be kept in good order under such
circumstances ?  The crop is taken from the
land, and actually given away, and thus rob-
bed of the produce, and no return made to it.
Tarmers, by adopting a more judicious
course, might avoid this ruinous system.
Hay and straw might be kept over rather
than press it upon the market to reduce the
price so much below whut is remunerating.
It might also be fed to live stock and raising
of horses, so as to pay better than at present
{ market prices, and the land would not then be
¥ robbed, without giving it any return. The
effect of a few loads over supply daily upon
the market, reduces the prices to any figure
the buyer wishes to pay. Any farmer who
sells his hay, if of fair quality, at less than
from five to six dollars, and straw from three
to four dollars the hundred bundles, receives
very little remuneration for his best land,
indeed ke is only devoting a portion of his
farm to supply those articles to h ose who

may want them, without receiving any remu-
neration, except for the labor of cutting,
saving, 1aking to market, and the city tax for
weighing. This is no overdrawn picture,
but a correct statement of the facts. At the
present moment, the average prices are from
ten to fifteen shillings per hundred bundles
of hay, less than we have set down as a
remunerating price; and for straw, the
average prices are from seven to ten shil-
lings per hundred bundles less. How are
farmers to prosper under these circim-
stances. We may be told that the prices
often exceed what we have stated as a pay-
ing price, but it is only in case of o very
short crop, and never when there is un
average crop.  The value of hay for freding
live stock, compared with oats or other grain
for the same purpose, is worth much more
than it sells for, compared with the price of
grain at present. This matter requires the
serious consideration and action of farmers.
It is not the interest of buyers that hay ind
straw should be so very low priced, but we
do not blame them for purchasing them as
low as they can. The fault rests with the
farmers, who will travel from 20 to 40 or 50
miles with a man or two, and two horses,
and sell the load or loads, they bring to mar-
ket, for from 12s. £3d.to 17s. 6d. for hay,
and from 10s. to 12s. for straw, the 100
bundles, and pay for weighing. The prices of
other agricultural products are fair, and
should be satisfactory to farmers, when we
consider the prices in the British Isles. We
again recommend to farmers to sow next
spring a due proportion of barley, if they
have soil fit for it.  The price of this grain
will not depend altogether upon Canadian
Brewers and Distillers, as there is a market
for it in the United States, although subject
to a heavy duty on importation to that coun-
try, a large quantity is imported.

Qats and peas, also, would pay better than
wheat, and these crops may be grown in per-
fection. We hope that some Black Sea
Wheat will be imported this year for seed,
direct from the Ports of the Black Sea. It
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is very nccessary that the seed should be
renewed frequently, as it has been proved to
degenerate here after a few years sown in
succession. We take this opportunity to
mention, that in our notice of the samples of
wheat grown by Mr. Boa last year, of which
that gentleman placed in the Rooms of the
Agricultural Society, samples of both grain
and straw, we omitted to state that the variety
known as the Webster Wheat, was the least
effected by either rust or fly, of ten samples
grown by Mr. Boa. It is useful that these
facts should be kknown, and we fecl persuaded,
that this variety of wheat will produce as
heavy a crop as any wheat now cultivated
in Lower Canada, but as to the comparative
value of this wheat for making flour, we are
not able to give any opinion. The prices of
hutchers’ meat, cheese, and butter, are a fair
average, and from present prospects, the prices
of all Agricultural produce, with the ezcep-
tion of hay and straw, are likely to improve
rather than decline. We scarcely know how
to make out an Agricultural Report at this
season of the year, and only endeavor tc sub-
mit some hints that may be useful for the
future. We regret that the regulations of
County Agricultural Societies do not make
it one of their conditions, that, in awarding
prizes for the best managed farms, the suc-
cessful competitor should be obliged to give
a general report of his management of the
farm, stock, crops, dairy, &c., before he would
obtain, or even be awarded the prize. These
Reports might be published, and the country
generally might benefit for the money paid as
a prize. Under present circumstances the
prizes are paid, and the grounds upon which
they are paid, are known only to the judges,
and to the successful competitor. We would
beg to enquire what advantage is this mode of
proceeding to the country generally? The far-
mers of the country are utterly unacquainted
with the mode of farm managment that has
obtained the prize as the best managed farm.
Every agriculturist who inscribes his name
as & Member of an Agricultural Society, and

more particularly those who take the man.
agement upon them, are under an obligation
to do all in their power to promote the general
improvement of Agriculture, and to employ
all the means at their disposal to forward this
object. No personal, scctional, or class inter-
est should be allowed to have the slightest in-
fluence, but every act should be for the generul
good. The farmers of Canada have excellent
machinery in our Agricultural Laws to com-
mence with. We do not say that they have
all that is required, but they certainly pos-
sess means of encouraging improvement that
are not employed to the best advantage, or
at least as advantageously as they might be.

‘We find it impossible to give Mr. Ossaye’s
Report in the present number, not having the
translation in time, but shall give it in our
next. Perhaps that as this Report, as well as
that of Mr. Kierskowski, on ¢ Associations of
Agricultural Credit,” were written and de-
livered in French at the General Meeting,
it would be better they should be first pub-
lished in French in the Agricultural Journal
for March.

EXTRACTS.

How to get to sleep is to many persons a
matter of high impoitance. Nervous persons
who are troubled with wakefulness and excita-
bility, usually have a strong tendercy of blood
to the brain, with cold extremities. The pres-
sure of blood on the brain keeps it in a stiniula-
ted or wakeful state, and the pulsations in the
head are often painful. Let such rise, and
chafe the body and extremities with a coarse
towel, or rub smartly with the hands to promote
circulation, and withdraw the excessive amount
of blood from the brain and they will fall asleep
in a few moments. A cold bath, or sponge bath §
and rubbing, or 2 good run or rapid walk in the
open air, or going up and down stairs a few §
times, just before tetiring, will aid in equalizing
circulation and promoting sleep. These rules §
are simple, and easy of application in castle or
cabin, and may minister to the comfort of thou-
sands who would freely expend money for ano-
dynes to promote ¢ nature’s sweet restorer,
balmy sleep.”

FORCING FRUIT TREES TO EEAR.

With a sharp knife (the blade of a pen-knife
is best) make a cut in the bark of the branch
which is meant to be forced to bear, and not
more than eight or nine inches from the place
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where it is connected with the stem, orifitisa
small branch or shoot, near where it is joined to
the large bough, (three inches or less), the cut
is to go round the branch, or to encircle it and
penetrate to the wood. Care must be taken not
to cut the wood, whieh would necessarily cause
detriment to the branch or shoot operated upou.
A quarter of an inch or nearly from the first
cut, make a second in the same way round the
branch or shoot, a ring is formed thereon a quar-
ter of an inch broad between the cuts, the bark
between these two cuts is now taken clean
away with the small blade of a pen-knife, down
to the wood, removing even the inner bark,
which immediately lies on the wood, so that no
% connection whatever remains between the 1wo
3 parts of the bark, but the bare, naked wood ap-
i pears white and smooth.  But this bark ring, to
compel the tree to bear, must be made at the
time when the buds are strongly swelling, just
before breaking out into blossoms ; in the same
year a callous is formed at the edges of the ring
on both sides, and the connexion of the bark
that had been interrupted is restored again with-
out any detriment to the tree or branch opera-
ted upon by this simple though artificial means
of forcing every freit tree with a certainty to
bear; this has been practiced in Europe for
many years by the farmers in Germany who are
the inventors.

To secure the fruiting of a tree, select a tree
farnished with blossom buds, just as they are
beginning to expand. Take a dung-fork, and
with it make holes all over the space occupied
by the roots, heaving the earth by pressing on

tne handle, and having dissolved one ounce of

saltpetre in 3 gallons of water, fill the holes
with @ solution, no ranure must be given.
Should the tree, after stoning, appear unable to
sustain the fruit, the following preparations may
be applied in the same manner. To 1 gallon
of blood add one gallon of water, and one ounce
of potash. Stir the whole well together, and
when it has settled down, pour oft the liquid,
and mix one gallon of this liquid with one gal-
Jon of water, and pour into holes already pre-
seribed.

Cerrarn Curke For DiaRRHEA.—A certain cure
for this complaint is found in rice water. Boil
the rice, take the water, make it palatable with
salt, and drink it copiously while warm. This
simple beverage has never failed to have the
desired effect.

When food is taken that causcs oppression,
the best remedy is hot water in which the rind
of old cheese has been grated, to be drank
§ frecly. This simple remedy ought to bein pos-

session of every family, as it will generally af-
ford speedy relief. Some years since, a young
lady died from the effects of ecating frmit. A
post-mortem examination was held, and some
experiments were made. Nothing was found to
have so good an operation on the contents of the
stomach as grated cheese rind. Soon after,
another lady was placed in a similar situation

from the same cause, her medical attendant
prescribed the above remedy, and immediately
relief was obtained.

For THE STING OF A BEE.—Apply spirits of
hartshorn.

TO IMPROVE THE FLAVOR OF COFFEE.— o each
pound of roasted coffee add forty or fifty grains
of carbonate of soda. Iu addition to improving
the flavor, the soda makes the cotfee more
healthy, as it neutralizes the acid contained in
the infusion.

To pesTroy FLiEs.—Itis perhaps not gene-
raily known, that black pepper is a poison for
many insects. The following simple mixture
is the best destroyer of the common house fly.
Take equal portions of the fine black pepper,
fresh giound, and sugar—say enough of each
to cover a T3d picce. Moisten and mix it well
with a teaspoonful of milk, a little cream is
better, keep that in your room and you will keep
the flies down. One advantage over other
poisons is, that it injures nothing else, and that
the flies seek the air and never die in the house,
the windows being left open.

CuRE FOR HYDRoPHOBIA.—Let any individual,
who has been bitten by a mad dog, observe the
following simple directions, and there will be
no need of cutting and burning the wound, nor
of fearing hydrophobia.

1st.—Burn some oyster shells to lime, let
them be well bruised and sifted through a piece
of fine gauze or muslin.

2ud.—Take for an adult, two tablespoonsful
(heaped measure) of this sifted lime, and mix
it up with eggs until it is of the consistency of
batter for pancakes. Fry it in a pan, into which
has been put a piece of fresh butter, or some
sweet oil.

3rd.—The pancake thus prepared, to be
caten in the morning before any thing else, and
neither food nor drink to be taken for six hours
afterwards, when the usual diet may be taken.

4th.—Three such cakes are to be taken in the
sarn¢ manner, on three alternate mornings.

To sToP voMITING BLOOD.—Take two spoons-
ful of nettle juice ; this also dissolves blood coag-
ulated in the stomach.

2nd.—Take as much saltpetre as will lie on
half a crown, dissolve it in a glass of cold water
two or three times a day.

SeitTing BLoon.—Take three spoonsful of
sawe juice in a little honey, this presently stops
cither spitting or vomiting blood. Or take 20
grains of alum in water every two hours.

For mines.—An equal guantity of soap and
brown sugar well mixed.

2nd.—A plaster of honcy and wheat flour.

T0 DISSOLVE WHITE OR HARD SWELLING.—Hold
them morning and evening in the steam of
vinegar, poured on red hot siones.

and.—Apply the leaves of alder on the swell-
ing, and when dry apply fresh leaves; the
leaves will require to be changed very often.
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PROVINCIAL MUTUAL AND GENE-
RAL INSURANCE COMPANY.

Orrice,—CHurcH STREET, TorONTO.

NSURES in its Mutuan Braxcy, Farm Property

and Detached Buildings,—-sll extra hazardous
Risks being excluded.

The ProrrisTory Braxcutincludes Fice Insurance

generally, as well as Inland and Ocean Marme
Insurance and Life Insurance.
WILLIAM EVANS. Jun, Agent for Montreal, will
receive applications for Insuranee, in writing, ad-
dressed to him at his residence, Cate St. Paul, or left
for him at the hurdware store of J. Henry Evans,
Tsq., St. Paul street, Montreal,

AGRICULTU RAL WAREHOUSE.

11E Subseriber has constantly on hand, Sumples
of various kinds of AcricULTURAL IMPLE-
MENTS, among which will be found, Ploughs, Culti-
vators, Seed Sowers, Straw Cutters, Corn Shellers,
Subsoil Ploughs, Vegetable Cutters, Thermometer
Churns, Horse Rukes, &c. &e. Expected by the
opening of the Navigation, a large assortment of
Cast Steel Spades and Shovels, Cast Sleel Hay and
Manure Forks, Hoes, &c., &c. !
Agent for Sule of St. Onge's Patent Stump Ex-
tractor.
P. S.—Any kind of Farming Implements furnished
to order, un the must ressonable terms.
GEURGE HAGAR,
103, St. Paul Street

Montreal, 1st April, 1851,

INMPORTANT TO FARMERS.

HE Subscriber offers for sale the following
seeds:—

7,000 1bs. Dutch Red Clover,

1,000 do. French * “

3,000 do. Dutch White
500 do. Shiromy's Purple Tope Sweedish Turnips,
500 do. East Lothian “ “ .
200 do. Laing’s lmproved “ “

The above varieties of Turnips warranted from Rape,

400 lbs. Mangle Wurzel,
100 do. French Sugar Beet,
200 do. Aberdeen Yellow Turnip,
200 do. White Globe Turnip,
200 do. Belgim White Field Carrot,
200 du. Attringhasor . o
200 do. Long Orange “
100 do. © urray “
The Carrot Seedfare the growth of Canada, from
the Subscriber’s Nfirsery Ground.
# —ALso,—
His usual supply of English and French Garden
Seeds.

GEORGE SHEPHERD.

Nursery and Secdsman to the Agricultural Society
of Lower Canada.

March 1st, 1852,

LOWER CANADA AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY,

Office and Library at No. 26 Notre Dame Street,
Montreal,
Ouer the sced-store of Mr. George Sheppard, the seeds-
man of this Suciety,
rl‘llE Seeretary and Treasurer of the Society isin
attendance duily, from ten to one o'clock.

The Library has already some of the best works
on Agriculture.  Also, the Transactions of the
Highland and Royal Irish Agricultural Societies,
the London Furmer’s Magazine, the Transactions of
the New York State Agricultural Society, and many
other British aud American Agricultural Perodicals
which are regularly received. The Agricultural
Journal and Transuctions of the Lower Caoeda
Agricultural Suciety, both in English and French
are to be had at the office from the commencenyent
in 1848, up to the present.

All communication in reference to the Agricultural
Journals from the first of Junuary, instant, to be
addressed pust-paid to Wm. Evans, Esq., Secretary
of the I. C. A. 8. and Editor of the Agricultural
Journals,

Members of the Lower Canade Agricultural
Society are respectfully requested to pay up their
annual subseriptions immediately.

Wy EVANS,
Secretary and Treasurer, L. C. 4. 8,

1st January, 1852.

Cupies of Evans’ Treatise on Agriculture, and the
supplementary volumes both in English and French
tn be had at the office of the Suciety with cumplete
files of the Lower Canada Agricultural Journal fur
the years 1844, 1845 and 1846.

MATTHEW MOODY,
MANUFACTURER OF

THRESHING MACHINES,

CHINES, STUMP AND STONE EXTRAC-

TORS, ROOT CUTTERS, REVOLVING

AND CAST-STEEL HORSE RAKES, PA-

TENT CHURNS, WAGGONS, &e¢. &c. &c.
"l‘HE Subscriber has been employed since 1846 in
manufacturing his improved THRESHING
MACHINES, with Horse power.
the highest Prize at the Terrcbonune County Ex-
hibition after competition with many others.

REAPING MA- |

He was awarded. :

They

have threshed and cleaned, with 2 horses, from 100 .

to 124 minots of Wheat per day, and from 200 to 250
of Qats, and have given universal satisfuction.
guarantees all purchasers for any recourse by Paige

He |

& Co., of Montresl, who allege having a patent for .

these machines, dated December, 1848} and warrants.

them equal to any mude here or elsewhere, for effi-

ciency and durability.

One of his Reaping Machines may be seen at

Kerr's Hotel, St. Lawrence Street, price £25.

Having lately erected new and enlarged Warks for, ;
the 2bove articles, he will execute promptly all orders

in his line.

Threshing Mills constantly on hand. Two second -

hand Mills, in warranted ovder, theap for cash.

Threshing Mills repaired, and finishing work |

done.

Moxtna-—Printed by Joux LoveLr, St. Nicholss,

Street.

Agency in Montreal, at Tadd’s Foundry, Ghriffins .
town; in St. Andrews, L.C., at Mr. Henry Kempley's,




