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‘THE LATE GONVERTION AT PIGTOU.

In our present number we publish a
deeply interesting account of the spirit and
character of that great gathering of dele-
gates from Younfr Men’s Christian Asso-
ciations, held in July last in the city of
Portland, Maine, and known as “ the Port-
land Convention.” When we say that the
same spirit animated the members and per-
vaded the meetings held lately in Picton,
we bear strong testimony to the spiritual
_ character and high practical usefulness of
M e discussions conducted, and of the reso-
¥ lations adopted theve.
€ This nuemorable series o.” meetings open-
& cd in St. Audrew’s church on Thursday,
M the 17th ult., with & preliminary prayer
meeting of half an hour, after which, at 8
o'clock, p. m., John S. McLean, Esq, Pre-

B} sident of last year, took the chuir, and the

B wmeeting organized by the appointment of
® the necessary office-bearersand commitiees,
8 and the afternoon was occupied in business

B und receiving reports of the various Asso- |

 <iations throughount the Maritime I'ruvinces.

% In the cvening an open air mceting was
# beld in tho Market Square, and * the Wel-
k come” was given and responded to in St.
§ Andrew’s charch, which was filted, seats,
g aisles, and all available space. The Wel
§ ome was a meeting of great interest.—
B Hoart. stining speeches, alternating with
B s0ngs of praise, filled up the time, and when
§ tho closing hour arrived meny lingered,
slow to leave the place of solomn meeting.
} 0o Friday moming the heariog of re-
f poety from Associations was sesumed snd

a portion of each day was thus occupied,
and much valuahle information elicited re-
specting difficultles overcome, and progress
made wherever two or three agreed together
to pray aud work carnestly for Christ.—
An hour wasg most profitably spent in con-
sidering ““ The best method of extending
our organization throughout the provinces.”
Mr. W. N. Rudolf’s excellant paper of ten
minutes gave the key note to this interesung
discussion.” ;

At half-past four the members of the
Convention were found on the deck
of the steamer - “East Riding,” en route
for New Glasgow, having accepted an
invitation from the New Glasgow Associ-
ciation to spend Fridey evening in that.
town. An open air meeting was held at
half past six o’clock, and at seven, St. An-
dr-w’s Church, the largest in the place,
wag filled, and for three hours the large
audience listencd with rapt attention to
l excellent addresses on * what modes of
working for the extension of Christ's king=
dom are sathorized by Chris. and ave they
! all being employed ? or jrined with the de-

legates in ‘hymns of confession, of thanks-
| giving, and expressive of increased devo-
tion to the work of the Lord, The mect-
ing was a great success, for the Lord's
presence was realized. The singing was
less artistic than in Pictou, but it was if
possible more enthusiastic and universal.

And so the interest went on increasing.
‘Those present at the' discussiun on Sab-
bath Schools on Sutuids?, and then on
Prayer Meetinks nnd .the best mode of
conducting them, Wore ingtructed, revived,

t
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and dolighted. New voices were being
continually heard, and new suggestions
offercd, but the same spirit of loyalty to
Christ and His Church pervaded all
hearts. .

On the evening of the Lord’s-day. the
closing meeting was held.  Sui.able dis-
courses had been preached in the differ-
ent churches in the morning. The Sabbath
Schools were addressed in the afterneon,
and the greater part of all the congre-
gations came together to the evening
mecting to-say in prayer and conference.
« Fare-ye-well,” St Andrew’s will ac-
commodate over a thousand, but it was
soon filled to overflowing and a second
meeting had to be organized in “eold St.
Andrew’s,” and in both the Farewell ser-
vices were held simultancously.

We had not the privilege of being pre-
sent, but from those who were, we learn
that tumes of refreshing from the presence
of the Lord were cnjoyed, and that many
as they retived, feeling that it was good
to be there, thanked God for all that they
had heard and scen of the goodness of the
Lord and the progress of His Kingdom.
Mgzy we not feel assured that the volume
of prayer which from so many ecarnest
hearts ascended from morn till midnight
(for morning prayer meetings asscrubleds
at 7) will be answered, and that when
the Lord reckoneth up the people that it
will be written that this man and that
man were born there,

We should have said that the delegates
in attendance were 105 besides those be-
longing to Pictou town. These were from
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island. We were sorcy to see the
Western part of this Province and Cape
Breton so inadequately represented, but
trost that the Convention of 1870 will in
this respect shew a decided advance. The
office bearers of the present ycar are:—
President—3. S. Mclean, Esq., Halifax.
Vice-Pres—W. N. Rudolf, Esq., Pictou.

“ D. Laird, Esq., Charlottetown,

« W. Welsh, Esq., St. John.

« ‘W. Blair, Esq., Truro.
Secretary—W. B. McNutt, Halifax,
Assistant-Sec’y—J. Hockin, Pictou.

THE PORTLAND CONVENTION.

The Iate International Convention of
Young Men’s Christian Associations ag
Portland was so important in itself and so
far reaching in its results, its influence wilt
ramify through so many departments of
life, that it demands attention as one of the
signs of the times. The Young Men's
Christian Association movement is tapidly
assuming vast propertions on this conti-
nent. The growth in numbers and influ-
ence during the last three years s remark.
able, the membership now smounting to
upwards of ninety thousand. The design
of the originaters was to provide means for
saving from the clutch and power of vice,
young men who come to large towns te
scek employment and fortune. Buta work
like this, in its very nature, cannot stand
still.  The object of the institution broad
ened as it grew, and now the central idea
of the movement, gs lately defined by one
of its leading men, is “to sct every chris
tian to work for Christ whether he be old
young.” It aims to set in motion the
practical si le of christianity. Ience every
community is now a ficld of operation for
a Young Men’s Christian Association.—~
The late Convention was composed of dele
gates from Associations all over the United
States and British America, from Virginia
on the South te Ontario on the North,
from Picton on the East to San Francisco
on the West.

The delegates numbered eight hundred
and thirty. Nova Scotia sentaboat eighteen.
The church was & beautiful and spacious
oneon State Strect. Flowers decked the
tables and platform. The flags of the two
nations lovingly twined their folds under
the projecting arch above the platform.—
Tke motto of the Convention, ““Jesus in
everything and everything in Jesus,” hung
in large Ietters behind the President. A
sea of eight huudred young aund earncst
faces watched the proceedings; as many
hearts we trust beat lovingly for Jesus and
longingly for His glory; as many voices
rose in song and as many spirits bowed in
devotion. The whole scenc was most im-
posing. There were assembled young men
from all parts of this continent. Therc
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were Methodists, Baptists, Kpiscopahans
and Presbyterians; there were farmers,
mechanics and merchant princes—doctors
of law and of divinity—ministers of the
-gospel and of justice—generals in the army
and an ex-governor; there were men great
in business, science, indastry and avms, all
meeting in beautiful harmony, fecling one
~ommor impulse, banded in one common
eause, working with an earnestness which
we never saw equalled, and with an eathu-
siastn worthy of the glorious cause in which
all were calisted.

Admirahle business tact marked the pro-
ccedings and & surprising amount of work
wes done.  Committecs had ckarge of spe-
~ial departments. Resolutions were pre-
sented by these committees which were
gencrally so well matured that they passed
hy acclamation. Suljects tor discussion
were proposed by the Executive commuittee,
the time sct and the party to open appoint-
ed. Ten minutes were allowed the party
who introduced the sabject and three mu-
nutes to any ose who followed in the dis-
cussion. Livery speaker felt that eight

hundred auditors were hanginy with eager | 00,

expectation on his words, not waiting

Earnestness was another marked feature,
Some of the delegates had come three
thousand miles to attend that meeting, and
we may well suppose they were interested
in the proceedings. In every speech made,
in every prayeroffered, in every hymn sung,
we saw the working of earncst spirits.—

; Every one appeared to feel the grandeur of

the work, the tremendous issues at stake,
and the ternble power of the foe; and
cvery heart seemed nerved anew to do the
work and fight the battles of our common
Lord. The enthusiasm at times was almeost
unbounded.

The heart of that Convention was loyal
to the Bible. That book was the recog-
nized guide of all activity and the standard
of all appeals. Portions of it were read at
the opening of each sederunt, and the deep
solemn hash of the vast assembly as the
words of inspiration were uttered, told how
reverently all howed to that authority ; and
we felt thatso long as that respect and
love for the truth remained, fanaticism had
no home in that Convention. Loyalty to
the church was auother pleasing featuve.
tion with some evaungelical church

for was made the test of active membership,

ﬂm; c.:cs;.l ]ﬂ (;u.nshcs, b“}:’ for some p;actn}crl | thus bringing the whole movement, in an
and uselal hints on chnsian work. e important sense, under church control.—

knew that if he wandered from the POInt | qoe one had said

he would be promptly called to order,
that if he weut beyond his time down would
go the bell of the President and down he
must go with it. IIence brevity and point
were in demand, and pith and power gained.
Prayer and praise were intermingled with
diseussion ; prayer, not long drawn out,
lut a few short pithy petitions; praise,
usually one verse, touching the very point
in hand and in volume that carvied sll
hearts upward.

The harmony that prevailed was won-
derful. In all the vast vayiety of classes
and opinions represented, there was scarcely
ajar. Love to Christ and for each other
seemed to re nove every root of bitterncss.
When any evidence of a contentious spirit
would appear the chairman would propose
prayer, which seemed to draw down a bet-
ter spirit ; or a hymn of love which carried
our thoughts and feelings to a higher and
purer region.

“The Association is

80d | hareh enough for me.” Referring tosuch

sentiment, Moody of Chicago, said: ¢ If I
thought I had one drop of blood in me dis-
loyal to the church of God, I’d let it out
before 1 left this place. The church first;”

| and the enthusinstic burst of prolonged ap-

plause which greeted that nervoums utter-
ance showed plrinly that there can be no
clashing between these institutions and the
church. They arc indeed a part of the
church doing a special work. Still more
prominently appeared loyalty to Chrise.
"The motto of the Convention set Jesus on
high, and the overpowering scntiment of
the meeting kept Him there. First, in
every one’s heart seemed to be the glory
of Christ, and when the idea was proposed
of broadening the basis to admit moral
Unitarians and Universalists, jealousy for
the honour of our Lord and dctermination
to give Him His place as God produced s
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powerful fecling. A resolution was pro-
posed which carefully guarded His Divini-
ty, and enthusinsm in its favor carried all
before it.  Having thus, by our declaration,
placed Him far-above all principalities and
powers, we looked at Him, woe secmed 1o
see something of is glory, under one com-
mon impulse all rose, and with one heart
and onc voice burst into the song whose
echocan never die,—
“ All hail the power of Jesus nanse,
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem,

And erown Him Lord of all.”

After this manner and in this spiris were
discussed such subjects as these: “ Assovia-
tion buildings.” “'The menthly business
meeting.”  * What forms of christian acti-
vity outside of ordinary Associution work
have been most successtul 2’ * How reach
the German und Chincse element 2 < How
should Associations stand related 2”7 ** How
cau personal cousecration be made to tell
most effectually in christian werk *’—
“How make prayer-mectings and Bible
classes most interesting and instructive 2"
&e., &e. )

Thus aptly, sweetly, harmoniously and
powerfully the proceedings moved along
from their enthusiastic inception, through
four days, till their sublime close in the
great farewell mecting in the City Hall,
where, in a meceting of more than three
thousand, we clasped hands in one grand
Jrotherhood, pledged to each other aud to
Goi, and sang with loving rapture, “Say,
-brothers, will you mect us en Canaan’s
happy shore 2 How the interest in the

.meeting grew among the citizens—how the
-devotional meetings were crowded and the
power of God felt—how the street preach-
ing was conducted and its appavent results
~—what was the conclusion of special dis-
cussions, we have not time to tell. To
look on that sea of youthful, manly, conse-
erated faces—to £ca so many high in social
positiun stooping down, and hending their
life’s energies to the work of lifting up the
fallen and degraded—to feel the heart grow
tender in those melting hours of devotion—
to fvel the thrilling rapture as ou. spirits
were wafted upward on those glorjous tides

1’ of song—to witness such an example of the

glowing fervor, the constraining love and
" the fiery earnestness of primitive christian

ity,—to expcricnee this is to have marked
' down on ie’s way a green spot to which
weean often look back with fond memo-
ries, and from which we can date a stronger
fauh, a grenter zeal and o higher consera-
tion to the servive of God. As we reflect
on the added zenl which that Convention
must have proveked, and the effect of that
zeal on the chureh and world m 11 parts of
this continent, we seem to stand on the
rerge of ayoral revolution, a waking up
of latent eneryy which must tell powerfully
for good on suciety. Let every lover of his
Saviour and of his hind join in self-dunying
effort to raise the fallen and save the lost.
To the Young Men's Christian Asseciation
movement we bid “ God speed.”’

et AL I e e
REPORT OF GOMMITTEE ON TEMPERANGE.

Your committee beg leave to veport, that
ay the Synud, at its last meeting, instructed
them to give all diligence to foster and ad-
vance the principles and practise of total
abstinence, as a most cffective mean< of
prescrving the temperate and recoverin,, the
drunken, the very ends the Synod have in
their appointment, there no longer remains
a doubt asto the precise aspect of the
temperance question with which the Synod
would have them to deal, there no longer
remains adoubt thatthe aimof the Synod,
through this committee, is to promote the
cause of total abstiuence, yet, as the Synod
has indicated no particular methods that
were to be emiployed in using this diligence
recomnended, the committee were still at
a loss to know the amount of work which
the Synod desired or expected them to un-
dertake when instructing them to give all
diligence to this matter.

As most of the members of this commit.
tea reside in a comparatively remote section
of these Lower Provinees, and arc con-
stantly engaged in pastoral labor in their
own congrezations, it ceuld hardly be ox-
pected that they would undertake anything
like n system of lecturing on this subject
through the bounds of the Synod. Some
pains were, howeser, 1ahen in the use of
the public press to have the views of this
committec and of the Syned -eirculated
through the country. The convener of this
committee has conducted an extensive and
suggestive correspundence with ministers of
this’ Synod, soliciting information on the
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condition of our congrogations respecting
this matter, and respecting the progress of
tomperance in theic vespeetive distriets.—
And while this committee have to express
gratification and thanks that the brethren
written to have in shnost every instance
veadily and satisfactorily responded, yet
they regret that they are not able to lay
hefore the Synod as full and definite infor-
mation as they desired, and at the outset
anticipated.  They did indeed expect to
have obtained such information as weuld
have enabled them to report to Synod the
number of communicants in our several
congregations who were pledged and perse-
vering tectotalevs. But in consequence of
the inability of many of our ministers to
vive a definite answer to the question sent
them on this point, they are unable to give
a precise report on the subject.  For while
they aie gratified to learn by some of the
answers reterned that *“ a good many,” that
“q great ajority,” that “ nearly all’” their
vommunicants are total abstainers, yet this
<loes not assist much to ascertain the pre-
cise number.  Still less assistance is afford-
«lin this matter by those that reply, “I
eannot say,” * I do not know,” ‘it is un-
vertain ” In this, however, there is great
room for encouragement, as some of the !
brethren have informed the committee of
the precise number, and others yesolve to
make minute inquiries at the next annual
visitation of their congregations; and your
comimittee are of opinion that if each minis-
ter were to make this subject & matter of
special inquiry when conducting pastoral
wisitations, it would assist in ascertaining
what proportion of our communicants were |
total abstainers, would farnish ouc pastors
with excellent opportunites of impressing
this daty on the minds of their people, and
bring our people more generally to see how
carnestly the Synod desire and labor to
promotc the cause of total abstinence.

Your committce are gratificd to iearn
that as far as our commuuion is concerned
the traffic in intoxicating liquers is becomn-
ing small by degrees and beautifully less.
fn a large number ot our congreganons not
a single communicant, or 2 person regarded
as an ordinary hearer in our church, takes
any.part in the manufacture or sale of in-
toxieating liquors for boverage purposes,
sither as responsible heads or as sabordi-
aates in business eotablishments. From
the wide-spread bounds of our church in
these Lower Provinces, the committee have
heen able to leara of only two or three
dozen of pursons whe are ordinary hearers
in our congregations, that tahe upon them-
selves the fearful responsibility of retailing
ardent spirits as & means of increasing their
recuniary gains at the nisk of mjuring their !
*llow.men and spreading erimo and wretch- |
»dnesg through the community in which

they reside.  Less than a dozen of our com-
municants arc reported to have some con.
nexion with such establishments in « sub-
ordinate capacity, but we way charitably
hope that the most of these, had they the
cntire control, would readily terminate this
degrading traffic as far as they are con-
cerned. Fur even they must at times feel
the manifest inconsistency-of taking their
seats at the table of the Lord and vowing
to wage war against every known sin, and
groing out into_the world and giving their
influcnee to uphold that system of iniquity,
the effect of which is to convert sober men
into drunkards, who shall forever be ex-
cluded from the kingdom ot heaven. DBat
s0 completely is the communion of the
church purged from this evil, that so far as
the committee have been able to ascertain
throughout the bounds of this Syacd, there
are onlv two or three men who are at the
same time communicants in the church and
remain as respousible heads ot business es-
tablishments in which srdent spirits are
retailzd for beverage purposes.  This is cer-
tainly a great cause of thankfulness. When
we consider the prospect of pecaniary ad-
vantage that this traflic holds out to those
who are engaged in it in many districts of
our country, wecought to be particularly
thankful that those that are associated with
us in christian fellowship are so generally
able to resist the temptation, and to say, as
for others ley them do as they will, for us
we will serve <he Lord.

Your committee are also gratified to
learn that in the great majority of onr con-
gregations the brethren are able to report
progress in the temperance cause. A few
tell of decided and marked progress. Im
seme cases the whole community has been
enlisted in this cause, either in congrega-
tional total abstinence societics or in some
of the varivns temperance organizations
that ave proseruting this work throughont
the land,  In a fow places liguor is not sold
at all, noris drunkenness known. In &
number of districts again, it is extremely
difficult to say whether or not temperance
is making any progress at all; and in
some cases, while the socicties appear to be
holding their own, drunkenuess outside is
becoming alarmingly prevalent. In some
communities withiu our bounds, especially
where maritime commerce is extensively
conducted, the drinking customs appear on
the increase, temperance is making fittle or
no progress, and many of the young men
fall’ victims to this deplorable vice, This
should certainly be & subject of great solici-
tnde and prayerfulness; and while we
deeply deplore the evil, special efforts
should be employed to check the prevalence
of this evil and save the young from the
snares of the destroyer O how earnest and
diligent should our wninisters, elders, and
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chureh members be in pressing upen the !
attention of the young men, who have to .
frequent such places, the scriptural exhoi- |
tations, “ My son, if sinvers entice thee
consent thou not.” * Look net upon the
wine when 1t is red, when it giveth its color
in the cap, when it movesh itself aright, for
in the end it biteth like & serpent and
stingeth like an adder.”

Your committee are gratitind to netice |
that a number of temperance erganizations ,
are stifl labouring successfully throughout
these Lower Provinces in promoting total
abstinence, and that our ministers genemlly |
co-operate with ttem in this good work.— |
Yet much more might be done by eur mi
nisters in this way than is now done. And |
your committec would cordially recommend I
to all our ministers . 10 eclders to give as |
mnch countenance and assistance to these |
societies as they can consisteutly with their
other duties. .

Your committee are glad to notice that
w good deal has been done of late both in
Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia, to ‘

I
!
|
|

comlnne and concentrate the exertions of
these organizations in the formation of tem-
perance conventions, in which all the difter-
ent temperance bodies are represented.—
On P. L. Iiland in the winter, or rather
spring ot 1867, proposals were made by
some of the zealous friends of temperance
to hold such o convention as would unite
and represent the different temperance or-
ganizations on the Istand. These propo-
sals met with the approval of the friends of
temperance generaily, and in compliance
with « notice given a general convention
assembled in Charlottetown in July of the
same year, at which it was resolved that
that convention, representing as it did the
varioux temperance organizations on the
Island, lLe itself constitnted a standing or-
ganization, This convention assembled
again iast year in Summerside, and seemed
to have secured good results in the public
interest which it awakenced on the subject
of temperance. Arrangements were then
made for sccuring the labors of a temper-
ance lecturer, whose whole time should he
cmployed in travelling and delivering tem-
perance addresses, under the direction of a
committee appointed by the convention for
that purpose, Oncof your ministers was
chosen as the secretary of that committee,
and he has prosecuted the work with com-
mendable zeal ; and the lecturer, who is
also a member of our charch, las been en-
gaged for nearly a year in this work. He
has travelled twice over nearly every section
of the Island, and delivered 175 addresses
on temperance at public meetings, which
he has held in all the places where temper-
ance societies have been organized, or where
shere was any prospect of having them in-
stituted.

Your committee have much satisfaction
in directing the attention of the Synod to a
similar, if not a still more advanced move-
ment in Nova Scotia, in the work of con-
centrating the exertions of the friends of
temperance in all the ditferent temperance
opganizations in the Provinee. On the
second dny of Muxch last, a convention
met in the city of Halifux, representing
temperance bedies in Nova Scotia, for con-
sultation on important questions connected
with the temperance work. It was then
agreed to organize & permatent temperance
aysociation, to combine the aetion of the
various temperance erganizations at work
in the province.  Accordingly, a Provincial
Temperanee Alliance was tormed as a per-
manent institution, and they adepied as
their platform the principles of Prohibition.
They have also yesolved to bring their po-
litical influcnee to bear in a systematic way,
to aim at securing a prohibitory liquor law.
They also resolve to cncourage temperance
hotels, and to withdraw their patronage as
wauch as possible from merchants and hotel
kecpers engaged in the liquor tratlic.  And
there is every reason te hope that this alli-
ance will sccure the sympathy and encou-
ragement of the sincere triends of temper-
ance all threugh the Provinee, and that it
will be the meuns of accomplishing much
good for Nova Scotia. If the other Pro-
vinces were to erganize similar associations
and adopt the same platform and means of
operation, & vast amount of good might be
accomplished in suppressing the drinking
customs that have been producing such de-
plorable evils throughout the bounds of this
Synod

Your commitiee have solicited sugges-
tions frow various ministers in this body.
In reply some, and among these cwo of the
most zealous and venerable fathers in the
Synod, have suggested move restrictive
legislative measures, or to gt a prohibitory
liguor law passcd and enforced. Now,
your committeo would humbly recommend
to the Synod to givo its sanction and en-
conragement to any movement that would
assist in securing such a law. Others sug-
mest that the bost way of dealing with this
cvil is to preach frequently and faithfully
against it, to exposc and condemn it.by
the light of the divine word, and encourage
as much possible temperance organizations
whose aim is to suppress intemperance and
foster and promote the principles of total
abstinence. And no doubt can be enter-
tained thatif all the ministers of this Synod,
and all the office bearers in this church, and
the members of our charches generally,
were to engage heartily in this good work,
intemperance would to a great extent be
discountenanced and suppressed, and those
within the influence of this church be saved
from this terrible evil.
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‘I'his committee would also recommend
that while our ministers and elders give
cvery cncouragement, which they can con-
sistently with their other duties, to the va-
rious temperanve organizations at work in
onr hounds, they would at the same time
use their nunost exertions 1o have congre-
gational temperance socicties instituted in

all our congregations and mission stations, '

and that total abstinence be incnleated on
the minds of the young in all our Sabbath
schools.

Your comwmittee also humbly snggest
that Preshytevies be recommended to take
this matter up, and hy deputation or other-
wise, bring the subject of total abstinence
and the advantage of forming and fostering
total abstinence societies, before cvery con-
gregation and preaching station thronghout
their respective hounds, and endeavour to
secure the combined operation of all our
church members in this good work.

Al which is respectfully submitted.

HExry Criwronp, Con.
R S Y =L R P

REPORT OF GOMMITTEE ON GOLPORTAGE
FOR THE EASTERN PART OF HOVA
SGOTIA,

In presenting this report I will say noth-
ing of the benetits and importance of Col-
portage, being convinced that this is well
known to us all,—and the fact that Colpor-
tage ranks amony the religious institutions
of the present day should be suflicient to
commend it w the favourable regards of
the Christian (hareh.

My appointment to this ageney at the
last Syunod was simply an experiment.  In

entering upon this agency it beeame me to '

procecd with enntion, for I had neither

funds nor experience—two things that were '

indispeusibly necessary in this work. I at
once entered into correspondence with pub-
lishing hotwses in Britain and America, and
while I learned much from this correspond-
ence, there was une thing that I learnt par-
ticularly, that nothing could be done with-
out money. 1 fuund the terms of the Ame-
rican Buard of Publeation the most favor-
able, innsmuch as they gave 40 per cent.
discount to colportenrs, while they gave
only 23 per «eut. discount to ordinary
dealers.
Presby terinn Board of Publication for
books, and $34 to the National Bible So-
ciety for Bibles with Psalms, because T
found that these latter were indispensible.
In fixing the reuul prices of these books,
Tadded 25 per cent. to the cost and chavges,
to mect the expenses of the colporteurs,
and 35 per cent. upon the Bibles, because
I found that the Bibles conld bear a higher

Accordmely { sent 8160 to the

i rcrcenmge than the books, and still be be-
"low booksclers’ prices, The Bililes were
readily sold, while the sale of the books
, was somewhat slow. In November I em-
ploved two colporteurs, Messrs. John Max-
~well and James Lauder,—the former had
" some experience in the work, having been
* for some time in the employ of Mr. Bax-
ter. I gave him a salary of 80 cents a day
" and teavelling expenses.  The Iatter being
untried in_the work, I gave him a com-
mission of 25 per cent. on the sales he
might effect.  Mr. Maxwell extended hig
lahours to the castern parts of the Province,
After he had been about 10 days at work,
he wrote me that if he continued his Ia-
bours in the raml districts as I had dircct-
ed, it would be at a grest loss to mv, inas-
much as the sales would not meet the ex-
penses of the work. So I directed him to
choose the places where he could effeet the
most sales.  In a tour of 31} days he sold
276 volumes, distributed about 500 pages
" of tracts, and offcred prayer 62 times. Mu.
| Tander's labours were confined to the set-
tlements round about River John. He
laboured 13 davs, visited 203 families, sold
120 volumes, distributed 276 pages of tracts,
and offered prayer 43 times.  Both colpor-
teurs met with a kind reception from the
people gencrally, who showed a disposition
to purchase if they had the means. The
general depression of the times was very
mu -h felt, and the united testimony of the
colporteurs was that they never saw tho
country s0 ponr. Under these circum-
stances I felt that it would ncither be pru-
dent nor safe for me to incar any heavy lia-
hilities in the work, so I did not replenish
the balance of Looks in hand by renewed
orders. Herewith I submit a financial
" statement of the work done.
From these facts it will he scen that our
! colportage scheme is denuded of its mis-
sionary and benevolent featares, und that it
has hecome a thoroughly commercial en-
© terprise.  The poorer districts are neces-
" sari' 7 passed by, while the localities pre-
' senting the readiest and bhest markets are
I engerly sought. So long as matters con-
! tinue In this state, the work of colportage
: must remain very languid and incflicient,
1
|
|

and fail to accomplish tho end for which
it is intended. It is very evidentof it con-
tinues to be a scheme of this church, and
meet the requtivements of our people, we
must do something more than receive Sy-
" nodieal reports. Substantial aid must be
given in the way of funds in order to
" make the work what it ought tole. Itis
l very plain that the private cfforts of indi-

vidual agents, however zenlous they may
! he, will never meet the wants of the church.
| It is plainly the duty of this Synod to take
l the claims of this important scheme into

its most serious consideration, and cither
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provide for its greater cfliciency or drop it ,’
altogether. All of which is respectfully

submitted. .
H. B. Mackay,
Conviner.
et 0T
REVIEW OF " GHRISTIAN HYMAOLOGY.”
( Continued.)

My previous articles reviewing *¢ Chris-
tian Hymnology,” by the Hev. Moses
Harvey, covered his first three papers on
that subject: and though he hus extended
the discussion through seven numbers of
the Record, yet no additional areuments
have been adduced. Having in his third
article ascended the stream of uninspired
hymnology to its head, we left him gazing
wistfully through the past Ajpostolic ages, |
trying to discover the relics of some unin-
spired hymn used by the pimitive Chureh,
but finding none, he is reluctantly compelled
to exclaim, it is deeply to be regretted l
that we are in posession of no hymns'of the
age immediately succeceding the Apostles,
not even a fragment has been preserved
amid the wreck of time.” The primitive
ages having refused to support his theory,
he returns and descends the stream as it
cowrses through the dark ages and modern
timzs, and revels in all kinds of poetry,
both of orthodox and hetrodox, and finds
abundant proof to support the use, both of
orthodox and hetrodox, human _hymns in
the public worship of God. It wasnot,
and is not now my intention to follow him
in all his wanderings through the ficld of
posey, but in his sixth article ho has re-
course to bald assertions instead of argu-
ment, and covertly attempts to cast ridicule
upou those who differ from him, by unfaivly

resenting their views; consequently the
mportance of the subject requires that
these should be examined. I regret that
My, Harvey shomld follow this course,
because it discovers not so much a desire to
elicit truth as to accomplish a purpose

I would refer here to the principle on
which I commenced the review of Christian
hymnology, namely, to ascertain, as far as
it can be known, the wind of God on the
subject; for all must be will worship for
which there is no divine authority ! Mere
humsn opinions ave valueless in an inquiry
of this nature. In every thing relating to
divine worship we must appeal to the law
and the testimony. QOur inquiry must be,
“What saith the Lord.” If the divine
word does not aunthorise the use of the in-
spired psalms in the worship of God, then
they must be laid aside ; but if God hus ap-
pointed them fov this purpose, we dare no*
igunore the fact. And so with regard to
hymns. If the divine word does not au-

f
i
l
|

thorize their use, then all appeals to the
feelings, and all human reasoning about
the propriety and advantage of their use
are worthless—they must be abandoned.
From this position we sre not to be drawn
by any plausible sophistries or unpleasant
cpithets, and though we walk with the few,
we will not feel the less safe, while the light
of the divine word shines around us.

‘The service of praise formed an impor-
tant part of divine worship in the ancient
Church,  Was it there by divine or human
appoiutment? . Can any man with the
Bible in his hand, and who believes in its
inspiration, doubt that it was of divine ap-
pointment. It is very clear that ever
thing connected with the worship of God
under the tormer dispen~ation was of divine
appointment ; and that those inspired men
.to whom was intrusted the establishment
of this worship, regulated everything in
strict accordance with the guidance of the

| Holy Spirit. T'hat in theseryice of praise, in

the former dispensation, the inspired psalms
formed the matter is evident from the di-
vine word. That they were designed for
the use of the Church in all ages, is capable
of the clearest proof. It is not necessary
to adduce all the arzuments that might be
advanced to prove this fact, and we will
simply notice, that the collection of inspired
poetry designated the pealms, was made
under the immediate supervision of the
Holy Spirit for the special use of the
Church. The Old Testament dispensation
and everything pecaliar to it was ahout to
pass away, but the inspired psalms were
carefully collected for the use of the in
coming dispensation.  That it was not
made for the Old Testament dispensation,
js evident from the fact, that it was not
made till near the close of that dispeusation.
It is absurd to suppose that it was madc
altogether for a dispensation which was
just about to pass away. This would be
like preaching the gospel to dead men.
‘This argument applies to the whole of the
Old Testament Scriptures. The volume
of the Old Testament was enmpleted by
God himself near the close of the old dis-
pensation. ” It wounld impune the divine
wisdom to affirm that it was for a dispen-
sation which was near its close. It is so
plain that it is self evident that it was
especially designed for the New Testament
Church—the Church of God till the end of
time. Again, the psalms were used by
Christ and his Apostles, and by the primi
tive Church, which is surcly sufficient proof
that they were designed and suited for the
use of the Christian Charch. It is pre
sumptuons in man to exalt his wisdom
ahove the divine, and affirm that which
God intended for the use of the Christian
Church is not suited to its wants!

In his first article, Mr. Harvey tells w




1869.

The Fome and Foveign WRecord,

261

that the “ Psalms are for perpetual but rot
exclusive use in praise 3 and yet in his
sixth article he plainly jnsinuates, that
that there is no authority for their use in
the Christinn Chureh, It is surprising the
facility with which hymnologists make as-
sertions to support their views with appa-
vent distegard to consisteney.  Whether
are we to beliove him when he’ says that
the * Psalms arc for pevpetual use in the
service of praise,” or when he throws a
d;)’uht upon our authority to use them at
all.

Mr ITarvey ealls tho Psalms the * Jew-
ish Psalmady.”  Men who call the Psalms
the “Jewish Psalmody,” and the Scrip-
wres the Jewish Seriptures, fuirly lay the
the sonndness of their orthodoxy open to
suspicion.  ‘T'he Pralms are not the Jewist:
Psalms,  They are God's Psalms, given
for the uee of his peeple, composed of Jews
and proselvies, and collected and prepared
especaally tor the use of the New Testa-
ment Chureh,  “ihe Seriptares are vot the
Jewish Seriptares,  They ure God's Scrip-
tures, designed for the use of his ( huveh
in all ages.  The epithet “Jewish,” when
applied to the Psalms or Scriptures, leaves
the impression, and has the appearance of
being intended to convey the idea, that
they were for Jews alone, :wnd not tor Chris-
tians. ‘T'his is entirely erroncous. The
Sacred writings are desizned for the whole
human yace, md noy jor any particular
people ar nation.  Are the Psalms, or the
Old Testament Scriptures to le called Jew-
ish, because God inspived Jews to write
them?  The same ohjection will apply
with equal force against the New Testa-
ment, It was written Ly Jews. It will
apply to onr Saviour, himself, who was a
Jew according to the flesh.

Mr. Harvey very medestly asserts that
“the vast majority of those who glory in
the name of (alvin, have beecome like the
psalmist, wiser thau theiv teacters.™  The
means, however, Ly which they have
acquired this knowledge is quite different
from that by which the psalmist avquired
his. He obtained his knowledge by the
stedy of the divine word, they ohtained their
knowledge Dy leanine upon their own un-
derstarding. ~God’s s:atutes, that is God’s
word, were Ais song, in the house of his
pilaranage ; the word of men is their sons
m the louse of their pilevimage. The
proof which he gives of their having this
attainment i<, that they lave discovered
sundry defeets in the inspired psabmsg, and
that they are not suited to the Christian
dispensation.,  As it is evident that they
did not obtain this knowledge from revela
lation, thev must have aequired it by their
own unaided rcason. Amnother proof of
their superior attainments is, that they
have discovered that Moses is opposed

to Christ, in consequence of which they
have felt it necessary to add, to the
song of Moses the song of the Lamb.
If this be a fair specimen of Mr. Harvey’s
theology, we hope it is not of all hymnol-
ouists. If it is their claim to be * wiser
than their teachers,” it is open to very
grave objertions. If we were disposed to
imitate his style of argument, we wounld
say it was, ‘“wondrous pitiful,” to sca &
minister  of the gospel pitting Moses
against Christ, but we will not, because we
do not approve of this course of argument,
and becanse we think we have a better.
Moses and Christ arz in perfect harmony.
Christ spake by Moses. The Church is
onc and the same in every age. The pro-
phets of old spake by the Spirit of Christ,
The Apostle Peter especially assures us of
this. In spenking of the writings of the
ancient prophets in reference to the Church,
he says, ¢ Searching what or what manner
of time the Spirit of Chyist which was in
them did signifv, when it testified before-
hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glo
which should follow.” It seems to be left
for the wisdom of these latter days to dis-
cover that Moses opposed Christ. It is
not a doetrine of revelation. My, Harvey
seemsnot to be able todistinguish in the Qld
dispnsation, what was designed to accom-
plish 2 certain end and then to pass away,
and rhat which was intended to be perms-
nent,  What was tvpical and ceremonial,
&e., was to be abolished, but the Old Tes-
tament Scriptures were designed for the use
of the Church till the end of time. When
the old dispensation was sbout to close, all
the inspired writings were carcfully collect-
ed, and arranged, under the immediate
supervision of the Holy Spirit for perma-
nent use in the Church. ¢ Heaven and
earth shall pass asvay but my word shall
not pass away.” .

Again, to support his own vicws and
bring diseredit upon the oninion of those
who differ from him, and to hold them up
to ridicule, he savs, is not their having
“introduced the innovation of a metrical
version, tunes of modern composition, the
reading of the line, and the institution of
a percentor, witl worstup?  Who hath re-
quired this at your hands? Are not the
inspired psaling dishonourgd by these un-
authorized, presumptipus alterations and
additions ? This music which is undoubt-
edly a part of the service of praise is a mere
human invention, just Jike the pulpit and
the sermon in modern shape.”  How tot-
tering must be the eause which requires to
he supported by such arguments? ‘This
line of argument is not new, it is common
to ali hymnologists. It is so puerile, that
it would be unwarthy of notice, were it not
so frequently brought forward. A metri-
cal version i3 no morc of an innovation
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ghan a vrose version. It is as casy for a
poct to ‘rauslate poetry into metre as into
prosc ; and translations fromn the original,
when corvectly made are divinely recognized
as the word of God. Tlat oljection is’
utterly frivolous. The other oljections in |
this connection are really unworthy of ,
notice. Y may, however observe, thay Mr. |
Harvey refers to a statement in the Confes- |
sion of Faith, *that there are some civeum-
stances concerning  the worship of Ged
which arc to be ordered by the light of |
Nature and Christian prudence ”  He mis- |
takes when he thinks this refers to the |
making of hymus. The circumstanees in
divine worship which the light of natare |
and Christisn prudence may regulate are, ;
whether Christiaus in the worship of God |
sing a fast or slow tune, or only chant, or |
read one, or two lines at & time, or noue at |
all in singing. Whether ministers stand
on the floor or on a platform three feet ]
high, or in an enclosed box or pulpir, in I
addressing the people; or whether they ;
divide a sennon inte thre» or more heads, |
or whether they make it three quartérs or |
an hour long. These, and similar things
are the vircumstances, which the light of |
natare and Christian prudence may regu-
late in the service of God.

An attempt i3 .nade to show the incon-
sistencies of those who reject hymmus yet
use extempore prayver and make sermons
from a text of Scrmpure. He says, “yet
strange to say those who condemn us for
going beyond the words of the psalms in
praise, use extempore prayer without com-
punction, and never feel that a sermon from
a text of Scripture disparages the word of
God, which is perfect and inspired, or im-
piously attempts to add to it, or place itself
apon & level withit.” I would now refer to
this argument, having veally disposed of it
in a former article, but for the frequency
with which hymnologists refer to it.” Now
the reason why those who reject hymms,
yet use extempore prayer, and make ser |
mons from a text of Scripture withount any
cowmpunction, is simply this, that they have
the express coninand of God for doing so. |
*¢ Christ says after this manner pray ye.”
* Go ye into all the world and preach the .
gospel to every creature.”  The gospel is |
the text they are commanded to preach
from. We have the example of Christ, |
himself, who took a text when he went into
the Synagogue and preached from it, and |
of Solomon, and David, and Daniel, &e.,
in extempore prayer, and the apostolic in-
junction, in every thing by prayer and .
supplication let vour request Le made
known to God. But God has no where
cnjoined men to make hymnus to praise him |
in the sanctuary ; for he has taken this .
matter in his own hands, and madoa col-
Icction of inspired poctry for the service of -

! oraisc. Ile has not done this wita regard

to prayer or sermons. lle has given us
moadels of them, and left men to make
them according to their own judgement
and necessities. It is very easy to sce the
divine wisdom in this arrangement. We
reler toasingle point.  Extempore prayers
are used only by those who make them.
The same' is largely true with regard to
sermons. Thew may be eyror in a sermon
but mo one will preach it again.  The
sphere of itsinfluence is very civeumsceribed.
Bat it is not so with the matter of praise.
It is for universal use, in all cointries, and
inall ages. Xf it be erroncous in sentiment,
the extent of the injury it may produce,
is incaleulable.  God has, therefore, wisely
kept seng making in his own hand.

Mr. Harvey seems to think that the gos-
pel dispensation is very much like the time
ivhen there wa: no king in Israel, and every
man did what was vight in his ewn cyes.
He says, “the truth is we have no Leviti-
cus regulating the minatize of worship 17
From this sentiment we beg leave to dis-
sent.  We belicve that there is a King in
Zion who has given particular laws for the
covernment of his Church, and for the
yegulation and guidanco of the services of
the sanctuary. We ave not sure that we
understand what he means by the minutie
of worship. Certain it is that the matter
of praise cannr. be regarded as one of the
small, or triling parts of worship. It is
one of great importance, and the Great
Head of the Church has shewn this by the
care with which he has provided fer this
part of divine worship.

Again, we are told, that *“if we insist on
some scriptural warrant in order to render
our service lawful, we can have no warrant-
able praise at all.” Most extraordinary
statement.  We cannot understand how a
man who receives the whole word of God
as of divine anthority could come tosucha
conclusion. We really would like to kuow
whether he receives the Old Testamens
Scriptures as of divine authority. How
any man who recognizes the authority of
the Old Testament Scriptures could mako
such o statement is unaccountable, Wo

refer only to a few passages. Praise
waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion. “ Comg

hefore his presence with singing.”  “Enter
his gates with thanksgiving aud his courts
with praise.” * Sing unto him, sing psalms
unto him.”” ¢ Let us come hefore his pres
sence with thanksgiving, and make a jovfol
noise with psalms.” Here we have divine
warmnt both for praise and the watter of
it. What higher authoeriry can we have
for praising God in the sanctuary. Wha
higher authority do we need.  If any man
rejects the divine authority of the Old Tes-
tament, we can understand how he could
make such a statement, but not otherwise
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- But have we no warrant from the New

Testament ? It is admitted that the ex-
ample of Christ and his Apostles is as bind-
ing as a precept, The observance of the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is surely
to be regarded #s an act of worship.  Jesus
Christ when he had instituted the ovdinance
of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper,
concluded the services on that solemn ocea-
sion, by singing with his disciples the
psalms usually sung at the observance of
the Passover. It is surely warrantable for
Christians to do likewise, especially as they
are enjoined to follow Christ who las left
them an example that they should follow
his steps.

He further remards that, ¢ hymns and
¢piritual songs, equally with the psalms,
can claim apostolic sanction; Pazl says,
(Col. iii. 16, 17), let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching
and adionishing one another in psalms
and hymus and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord, &e.”
“Itis indeed passing strange, nay wonder-
ous pitiful, when we have this solemn in-
junction to us¢ hymns and spiritual songs,
as well as psalms, &e.” It is really diffi-
cult to believe that he, aud other hymnol-
ogists, who use this argument attach any
weiut to it, further than by the mere name
it serves to influence the minds of the igno-
rant. It has been observed by a judicious
writer: ** Rarely has it been found that
writers have presumed more on the iguo-
rance and credulity of their readers, than
in the confidence with which it is assumed
that when the scriptures make mention of
hymns and spiritual songs, human compo-
sitions, and not those of divine inspiration,
must be ntended.  ‘These teachers should
have shewn, tkat arrong the songs of the
Bible, none corresponding to the denomi-
nation of hymns and spiritual songs could
be found.” ~ Mr. Harvey assumes without
one particle of evidence, and in the face of
reasons that are really unanswerable, and
ought to be convincing, that hymns and
spiritual sougs mean human compositions.
Many of the most accomplished scholass,
such as Drs. Lowth and %lmr. &e., show
that the collection of sacred poetry in the
Holy Serintures, contains species of poetyy
corresponding to those mentioned by the
Apostle.  Dr. Lowth observes that the
Greck translators might have properly given
the title of hymns to the book of psalins,
as that word agrees much more exaetly
with the Hebrew title Tehillim, than that
which they adopted.  He further states that
the Hebrew word Shir, and the Greek word
Oda, e, which we render by the word
song, is that employed by the Apostle in
Col. iii. 16. As specimens of the Hebrow
ode, or song he refers to psalms 2, 3, 76, 91,
138, &e. In the Hebrew Tchillim and

Shirim Dr, Lowth could readily find the
hymn and song, though men of lesser note
could discaver neither onw or the other.
A reference to Trommius’ Concordance of
the Septuagint, under the word hymeo,
amply proves that compositions correspond-
ing to the hymn sud song of the Greek
New Testament are to be found in the
Psalms.  When Christ and his apostles ave
said to have sung an hymn at tae institu-
tion of .~ Tord’s Supper, the reference is
to the psains which were always sung at
the passover called the great Halel, and
which inclu-.ed “113-118 psalms. Here we
have the pen of inspiration designating
some of the inspired poetry in the collee-
tion of praise made by the Holy Spirit for
the ase of the Church, hymus. Yet, Mr.
Hurvey assumes that because the word
hy wns is used, human compositions are
in.. aded, without giving any evidence to
prove it. In what light wouid 2 man he
vegarded who pursued such & course in the
investigation of any scientific truth ?

Again he says, “since these hymns and
spiritual songs which the apostle enjoins
are not given us, we must therefors either
compose them ourselves, or neglect or ex-
plain away o clear injunction of scripture.”
A cause which reqnires such an argument
as this to support it, proclaims its own
weakness. In what a ridiculous position
does it place the inspired apostle. It repre-
sents him enjoining christians to do what
they were unable to do. The apostle en-
joins them to speak to onc another in
hymns and spiritual songs, when according
to My. Harvey, they had none. And sup-
pose there were no christian poets among
them to make any, (for all christians are
not poets), then they could not obey the
apostolic command. How unnatural and
repugnant to reasom is such a view. But
when e consider the apostle enjoining
them to use the collection of praise pre-
pared for the use of the church by the
Holy Spirit, contained in the Holy Scrip-
tures with which they were familiar, and
which they revered as the word of God,
how appropriate, natwal, and forcible is
the injunction of the apostle. It accords
wilh the injunction of another apostle, “Is
any merry ¥ let him sing psalms.”

It is well known that the Jewish converts
to christianity were very tenacious of all
that belonged to their ancient church.
They had frequent disputes and contentions
with the Gentile converts, because they ne-
glected to observe the Mosaic rites and
customs. But while many things are men-
tioned about which they disputed, we never
read of any contention about the psalmody
of the chureh. " The Songs of Zion were
dear to the Jewish heart. Had these
songs been set aside, or others introduced
with them would not the stcklers for Ja-
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daism have brought it us a grievious charge
against them. ‘Tho fact that no ohjection
was raised on this point, may be regarded
as conclusive evidence, that the inspired
psalms formed the matter of praise, as the
other Scnptures formed the matter of in-
struction, in the carly christinn church as
they had done in the ancient church. |
Viewing all these evidences combined, we
have the most valid reasons for regarding |
the inspired collection of poetry contained |
in the Bible, as the psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs referred to by the apostle ;
but not one reason for behieving that unin- !
spired poetry is intended, or that such was
used in the worship of God in the primitive
chuieh.

Mr. Harvey thinks it impossible, if we
sing the psalms and do not sing uninspired
hymns to fulfil the injunetion, * Give
thanks to God and the Father in the name |
of the Lord Jesus Christ, that is,” he says,
¢ the historical Christ, not the promised
Messiah known to the ancient church, but
the one Mediator, the man Christ Jesus.”
Does he mean to insinuate that the “ pro-
mised Messinh” and the “one Mediator,”
are different persons.  * The whole worship
of the church of God since the revelation
of the fint promise of mercey toman, has
been conducted through Jesus Chrisr. The
church of God in cvery age is one, the co-
venant of Grace is one, the Mediator is one, |
and to the church of Old he was as readiy
revealed as he is to the church of this day,
and was by her believing membeis as really
confided in for salvation as hy the saints of
the New Testament. The oisject of wor-
ship has always been the same, and the
great medium of aceas, the Son of God,
as Redeemer, has always been the same.
¢ There is not sulvation i any other.”” How
then can it be denied that the Old Testa-
ment worship was conducted in the name
of the Iord Jesns Christ. The language
of the Confession of Faith is: ** Religious
worship is to be given to God the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit,—and since the fall
not without a Mcdiator; nor in the media-
tion of uny other but Christ alone.” This
is the doctrine of the Preshyterian Church,
and of the Holy Scriptures, and Mr. Har
vey in subscribing this, * form of sound
words,” onght to understand it, and under
standing it, ought not to contradict it.
Will he maintain that no accepiable thanks
giving was offered to God under the Old
Testament dispensation ? If it was aceept-
table, it could only be so, by beiug offered
through Jesus Christ the one Mediator.
There is nothing more sapremely absurd,
than to suppose, that the Holy Spirit who
inspired holy men of Ol to write the
psalms for the use of the church in the ser-

vice of praise and thanksgiving in the sanc-
tuary, did not understand the economy of

| Redemption. The Holy Spirit who oper.

ates on the hearts of the subjects of grace,
and indited these spiritual songs, under-
stood well the scheme of mercy, and on no
other scheme, could he direet them to God.
Bat, perhaps, it will be contended, that
the express words and letters_coustitating
the sound in the name of Jesus, or for
Christ’s snke, are necessary for evangclieal
songs of praise. In how many, it may be
asked, of those uninspired hymns which
are used in the public worship of God, are
these to be found 2 Let Mr. Harvey count
the number, and tel? us how many, aud then
atone for the quibble by at least a secres
blush of gererous shame.  His objection is
utterly without foundation.

Again he says it is, ““ wondrous pitiful,”
to find men anwuing that we are offering
strange fire upon the altar if in our
songs of praise we name the name of
cesus.”  We ask Mr. Harvey d.d he not
know when he perned that statement, thas
he was misrepresenting his brethren, who
held views different from lis on the marter
ot praise in the sanctuary? Did he not
know, that it was not the name of Jesus in
the hynm, they objected to, but the intro-
ducing of huwwan hymns into service of
paise without a divine warrant. Those
who advocate the exclusive use of the in-
spired psalms, yicld to none in their love
and vencration for the name of Jesus, at
which every knee should bow, but they do
more, they revere the teaching and aun
thority of him who bears that name
Many who profess a great deal of respeet
for the nam. of Jesus, are not distinguished
for their regard to his teacding and au-
thority. Tn their estimation the whole merit
seems to consist in the sound of the name,
we hope that this will net apply to Mr.
Harvey, and in this we have the real germ
of ritualism. In the statement to which
we have referred, he hus not only done in-
justice to those brethren who differ from
him, but he has very unfairly misrepre-
sented them.

Agnin referring to the Genevan Reform-
ers, according to whese views of divine
truth, and chareh government, the Proshy-
terian church was largely noulded, . and
who restricted the matter of praise in the
sanctuary to the inspired psalms, he says-
“There are still a few in these days who
hold the same views™ on church psalmody
The object of this remark is evidently 1o
deprecinte their apinions, becaunse held by
comparatively few. But does the existence
of truth depend on the number of thost
who believe it? Ifso, Filate might well
ask, “what is trath?’ Does the truth of
the gospel depend on the number who be-
lieveit? Docs the inspiration of the Holy
scriptures depend on the number of those
who belicveit? Truth is the same whether
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believed by many or few. It stands unat-
fected by the number who believe it. The
number of those who have ovelieved the
gospel have always been few compared
with the mass  God’s people have always
been a little flock. The muTtitude have
always thonght them to be & very peculiar
people—a little too strict. Tho Athenian
philosophers, no doubt, thought Paul a
singular man, very narrow minded. Some
of them called him a babbler, because he
rejected their philosophic notions. or as they
wonld think broad views, and adhered to
the revealed will of God, and preached
Christ and the resurrection. But Paul,
though Ie stood nlone, was right, and they
were in error.  Safer to walk with the few,
who have the divine word 2 lamp to their
feet, and a light to their path, than to go
with the multitude who walk in the Jight of
their own understanding. If the word of
God is to guide in divine worship, then
thoss who restrict the matter of praise to
the inspired psalms have the divine warrant
for the use of these; while they who use
uninspired hymns have only human opinion
to support them. After carefully examin-
ing Mr. Harvey’s arguments for the'use of
uninspired Lymns in the worship of God,
and his objectionstothose whorestrict them-
selves to the psalms, I am persnaded that
he has utterly failed to produce any serip-
toral warrant or precedent to support his
views. And everything in the worship of
God, for which there is no divine warrant,
must be will-worship.

It is highly probable that there never was
a morc important period in the christian
church than the  resent; though many do
notsee it. Infidelity is raising its hydra head
in every place and assumes & more defiant
attitude.  But the greatest danger to the
church exists within her own pale. Two
powerful sgencies, or principles are at work.
Both affect great zeal for the interest of
religion, yet are subversive of the gospel.—
And though at first sight apperr widely
divergent, yet closer inspection shows that
there isa strong affinity between them
and that they lead to the same result—
The one is Ritualism, and the other is a
modifird form of Rationalisi, which, while
it afi>rts much respect for the divine word,
dors not hesitate to set aside its authority
when it clashes with its own cherished opi-
niong, or broad enlightened views. It be-
comes every friend of the Bible, and every
lover of 2 pure gospel, and a pure chareh,
to adhere with increasing firmness to the
teachings of inspiration, and to admit noth-
ingin the worship of God for which no

\vu;gnnt can be fairly drawn from the divine
word.

JAMES THOMPSON.

| Fome Pissions,

Vacancies in New Brunswick.
CARLETOX AND PISARINCO.

This coogregation has been vacant ever
since Dr. Baird’s removal to Patterson
city. If properly nurtured it might form
two separate charges. Carleton and Fair-
ville would then receive the whole of a
pastor’s time, whilst Pisarinco, Musquash,
and adjoining localities would form another
congregation.

JERUSALEM AND NEREPIS.

Thisis a scattered field, and if the people
would exert themselves need not remain
long vacaunt. (Ine hopeful feature of this
congregation is the large number of young
people in both sections, many of whom
under an aceeptable pastor would become
earnest, willing workers. They require a
stated supply in order that they may be
stirred up.

FREDERICTON,

Lately beeame vacant by the demission of
the Rev. Alex. Stirling, and demands the
careful supervision of the church.

PRINCE WILLIAM.

This is a widely scattered charge, com-
prising several preaching stations, and con-
sisting of ahout 100 fumilies. It presentsa
wide field of vsefulness to any young man
who may oceupy it, and we trust will not
long remain vacant.

WOODSTOCK AND RICHMOND.
This is a small congrezation numbering
between 30 and 40 families. They at one
time enjoyed the services of the Rev. James
Salmon, now of Salmon River, and after-
wards of Rev. Charles G. Glass. They
have been vacant for some time. In the
event of & union with the Xirk there wonld
be a large Preshyterian congregation here.

GRAND FALLS.

This is an important field in the York
Presbytery on the banks of the St. John
River. In August, 1859, Rev. Alexander
McDonald, a heentiate of the Free church,
commenced labouring among them. He
occupicd four preaching stations, via.,
Grand Falls, Tobique, Greenfield and Wil-
liamston. Now they receive but little at-
tention.  Qur Presbyterian folk hereshould
be cared for. A catechist in these localities
would do good service, and eventually they
might be formed into a congregation.

8T. STEPHEN.

This congregation has been vacant for
some time. They have a fine church and

Durkam, Pictou, Aug. 17, 1869.

need g settled pastor. Rev. John Home
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has been supplying them for & lengtbened
period.

BAILLI1E, &cC.

At one time this congregation enjoyed
the services of Rev. William Millen.  In
1862 he was inducted over Bocabee and
Waweiz. In 1861 Baillic and adjacencies
numbered 61 familics, They have heen
enjoying the services of Mr. J. W. MeKen-
zie, catechist, dnring summer, and should
be exerting themselves to obtain a settled
pastor.

ST. GEORGE, &C.

St. George, Mascarene and Pennficld at
one time formed a congregation and had a |
settled pastor. St George is now, we be-
lieve, in conucction with Bocabec congre-
gation. It Mr. Millen's congrezation could
sapport him without the aid of St. George,
these three sections would form a very in-
teresting field of labour and urgently call
for missionary work.

ESCUMINAC, &C. .

This congregation is in the PreSbytery
of Miramichi, and at one time had the Rev.
Thomas Nicholson scttled over them.—
Since his removal they have remained
vacant. There are a quitc o number of
Presbyterian families here demanding atten-
tion.

BLACK RIVER.

This settlement contains about 160 fami- |
lies adhering to Presbyterianism, and au
onc time had & settled pastor  Rev. A |
Glendinning laboured amohe them jor a
short period last winter and was gladly re-
ceived. They require missionary labour.

RESTIGOUCHE,

In 1859, Iuv. Alexander McDonald |
lsboured i this county. Ie occapied
three toavnships, viz., Hupetown, Port
Daniel and Catlisle. In all of these locali-
ties seversl Presbyterian families wero
found.  Geographieally these townships |
belung to Canada, but have always been |
supplicd by the New Brunswich charch.— '
Carlisle was at one time especially promis-
ing. I

Besides these vacancies there are also a |
number of scttlerents containing somc |
Presbyterian families, which demand occa- ]

t
|
|
1
|
!
I

sional supply. In the St. John Presbytery
shere is Prince of Wales, Dipper Harbour,
Lancaster, Lepreaux, &e. These have
heretofore received some attention.

Buctouche also might be nurtured in
eonnection ‘with Shediac, now a pdrt of
Rev. John D. Murray's congregation, and
eventuslly form a scparate charge.

In the York Presbytery there arc Caver-
hill and Southampton. These two locali
ties, if united with Keswick, might become
a congregation.

In Albert county again theve is the Mines,’
Hopewell, Harvey, Lake, &c., in which
with some aid and & zealous labourer our
cause might be revived.

If theseJast named localities were visited
by a member of Presbytery and urged to
action, several catechists might be applied
for during winter to oceupy them in the
spring. A meeting of Presbytery held ar
least in somc of these vacant congrezations
would also be attended with good results.
It wonld do movre toward stirring them up
than the visit of a probationer.

. FREDERICTON.

Who that has visited the metropolis of
New Brunswick during the summer season
has not been charmed with the beanty of
this little spot. Its streets regularly laid
out in squares, with the intermingling of
houses, trees and spires—its large cathedral,
snid to he one of the finest specimens of
chuxch architecture in the Lower Provinces
—its University, a stone edifice vceupying
a commanding position, all tend to give
Fredericton a splendid appearance, especi-
ally from the St. Johu River. But whilss
wandering t? 1ough the sticets, admiriug its
baauty and gpazing at its places of business,
who has not heen pained as he heholds the
number of licensed taverns dealing out the

» souldestroyiug poison. The stranger must

ineviably be forced to the conelusion that
Baecchus has many devotees here, that in-
wemperance caunot but be blasting the pros-
peets of many, both for time and cternity,
and must be largely impeding the progress
of the Keedeemer’s cause in this locality,
one ot the fairest portions of the New
Dowinion.

Notwithstanding, Rowever, this antago-
nistic influence to contend with, several
religivus persuasions have a fuot hold herc
and arc endeavouring to push or the good
work. The Episcopalians and Methodists
are the predominant bodies, whilst the
congregation adhering to our chureh is the
smallest, numberiug about 30 families. For
several years they enjoyed the serviees
of the Rev. Alexander Stirling, who with-
in a shovt period tendered his demission,
aud they arc now vacant. The severing of
the pastoral tie to this little flock wasin
deed a sore trigl.  Faithfully aad earaesty
had their pastor ministercd to their spirtual
wants. Each Sabbath two diets of worship
were held, and often a third in the outskirt
of the city. Two prayer meetings and 2
bible class were couducted by him every
week during the summer months, and 8
prayer meeting was held every night during
winter. Ever a constant attendant at the
sick and dying bLed, administering counsel
and consolation and mingling it with bis
prayers aund tears. Sympathising with §
those in trouble and frequently vi:iting §
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their houses, it is not at all wonderful that
n stong and devoted attachment should
have avisen between the Jittle Rock and their
spiritual instructor. Being now bereft of
M. Stivling’s service and vendered vacant,
the question arises, can a successor be ob-
mined and sapported or must our cause
here become defunct.  The solving of this
problem rests almost wholly with the peo-
ple.  The congregation is very small,
though there are some emuest, willing,
workers among them, who contribute liber-
ally to the support of ordinances. On their
subseription it yon will find sums as high
as fifty-two dollars, yet S500 per year is
perhaps as great an effort as this congre-
gation could put foreh, A new church will
also be needed cre long, as the present edi-
fice is not at all in keeping with the times.
Other denominations have the advantage
of us in this respect. It would be rather a
reproach for the Presbyterian chnrch of
the Lower Provinces to cease having an ex-
istence_in_Fredericton, yot if it is to be
maintained and make progress the people
mast inevitably put forth vigorous and
strennous exertions.  Action must he the
watch-word of every individual in the con-
gregation, every one will require to do all
that he can if our blue banner is to he
kept unfarled here. If the union with the
Kirtk Body was only effected it would
greatly strengthen the causc of Presbyteri-
anism in Fredericton. Then we might
have two clerzymen, two sclf-supporting
and flourishing churches, and be able to
compete with other denominations.
TAY CREEK.

This little settlement is sitnated about 24
miles from Tredericton, and during My,
Stirling’s pastorate, was included as & part
f his congregation. It is a farming dis-
riet, and contains 13 families who adhere
o us. They have a neat little church
minus paint), and clear of debt. No
Sabbath schiool exists among them, and
he fSacrament of the Lord's Supper has
never be-n dispensed owing to their cold-
ness and {ndifference abont making a pro-
fession of religion. Mr. Stirling ~visited
them regularly on week deys, ocensionally
on Sabbaths. “Not mamfesting overmuch
eal and carnestuess they demand pastoral
wersigrht, in order that they may be stirred
ip. Having never done a great deal in
he way of contributing for the support of
wdinances, they would not perhaps raise
nore than 30 or G0 dollars per year fora
ime, but when cducated, would doubtless
ncrease.  The field, however, is too far
listant frum Fredericton to be cultivated
v conncction with it.  And, here again,
1 union with the Kirk woold prove a bene-
it. The Rev. Mr, Fogo, one of the church
¢f Scotland missionaries, has lately been

established at Nashwaak and Stanley. The
latter locality is only five miles distant
from the Tay Creck chuvch, and accord-
ingly might receive some attention at Mr.
Togo’s hands. Some of our people would
be glad if an arrangement could be effected
by which they could enjoy a small portion
of the services of the pastor settled at
Nashwank and Stanley. Others, however,
think that they cannot sever the tie that
binds them to the Presbyteriun Church of
the Tower Frovinces. If the respective
bodies were merged into onc, then the
sceming difficulty here would be obviated.
There are other localitics in New Bruns-
wick where a union with the Kirk would
largely promote the interests of our com-
mon Presbyterianisin.

Must we perpetuate divisions that are a
reproach and a weakness to those who pro-
fess to be the followers of the meek and
lowly Jesus?

ry

IR
w Foreign Missions.

NEW HEBRIDES MISSION

The Board of Foreign Missions

Met at New Glasgow on the 15th ult.—
Present, Rev John Stewart, Chairman:
Rev Drs Roy snd Bayne, Rov Messrs
Walker, Patterson, Thomson, H. B. Me-
Kay, McCurdy, Mowitt, MeGregor, and
Mr R. McGregor.

Letters were read from several ministers
I of thischurch with whom the Secretary, by
! appointment of the Board, hal correspond-
ed. These were brethren who, in the esti-
l mation of the Board, possesced qualifica-
| tions fitting them for the missivn field, and
I'the subject of correspondence was the call
! for labourers in the foreign ficld, and their
! views in prospect of receiving a call from
' the Board, in accordance with the power
granted by Synod at its last mecting.

Thesg letters ail expressed decp sympa-
thy with the work of Christ in heathen
‘ands, while some of themn stated yrood ves-
sons why the parties felt that they must
decline to encourage the Roard to address
to them a call at the present time.

Rev Mr Henry oxpressed his deep sym-
pathy with the objeet of the communication
addressed to him, and replied that he did
not feel at liberty to interfere with the action
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of the Board, as he wished to await the
Ieadings of divine providence in the whole
matter, and to be led by the spirit of God
to follow the path of duty.

Dr. Hattie, to whom the Secretary had
also written by appointment, in his reply

expressed his intention of proceeding to |

‘Trinidad, and that there wassome probabi-
lity ot his suttling thero, at least for a time ;
in which case he would esteem it a privi-
lege 1o aid in mission work; but whether
as a volunteer giving gratuitously such ser-
vice as he could, or by accepting an ap-
pointment under the Board, he preferred
loaving to be determined in the light of
fature events.

Meanwhile he intends to go out on his
own responsibility and at his own expense,
(the Board and he being alike free from any
engagement) hoping that cither in Trinidad
or in some other island of the West Indies,
he may be enabled, and may find opportu-
nity, to do something for the Lord’s causc.

It was then agreed unanimously—

1. Toaddressa call to Rev M. G. Henry
to go as & missionary to the New Iebrides,
and the Secretary was directed to prepare
a call to be laid before the Halifax Preshy-
tery at its next meeting, to be supported
by himself and Rev Mr McCurdy.

2. To express appreciation of the spirit
of Dr Ilattie’s letter, and of the course
which he has indieated, and the high grati-
fication of the Board at the prospect of
enjoying his services in connection with the
Trinidad Mission.

3. To record the entire satisfaction of the
Board with the spirit and tone of all the
coramunications received from the brethren,
and to keep them in relentis with a view to
subsequent action.

A letter was read from Rev Dr Stecl, on
the deportation of natives fiom the New
Hebrides, and In reference to legal proceed-
ings which were pending against some of
the conductors of that infumous traffic.—
Ordered thyt the letter be published in the
Record.

The Secretary was authorized to forward
as usual 81250, as our proportion of the
Dayspring expenses, in the full expectation
that the children of the church will make

good that amount on or shortly after the
15t Jannary, 1870,

The Secretary was directed to communi-
cate to John B. Leishman, Esq., of London,
the cordial thanks of the Board for his
valuable agency in forwarding, for several
years past, our funds to Australia with
safety and despatch, and without any
l charge.

P. G. McGregor, Sec'y.
Halifax, Sept. 20, 1869,

Letter from Rev. Dr. Steel.
Sypxey, N. S. W., Ju~xe 16, 1869,

Rev. and Dear Sir,—My latest commu.
nications from the New Hebrides were from
the Rev. Thos. Neilson of date Feh. 6th,
and from the Rev. J. Cosh cf date 3rd
April.  The former of these communica-
tions was considerably delayed and keps for
some time on account of insuflicient postage
in the Post Office, Brishane. I only receiv-
ed it on the 1st May. It contained a letter
designed  for publication, in  which Mr,
Neilson complained strongly of the traders
who are taking away natives, and supply-
| ing the resident Tannesc with fire arms and
| ammunition with which they were killing
each other. I sent the letter to the Sydney
Morning IHerald, and it was published on
the 8th May. It happened that the captain
of the vessel to whom reference was made
in Mr. Neilson’s letter, was then in custody,
and cominitted for trial in Sydney for the
murder of three Tannese on the high seas.
He was found guilty and sentenced to death,
but the jury strongly recommended him to
mercy. Meantime some appeals in his
case are to he heard before the full court,
and an attachment has been issued by the
Supreme Cowrt against the Sydney Morn
ing Hcrald for publication of Mr. Neilson’s
letter, and a leader on the case of the cap-
tain after the tiial.  An attachment is also
issued against me, requiring me as well as
| the proprietor of the [erald to shew cause
} why I should not be found guilty of con-

tempt of court and judged accordingly.

I 1 do not know how the matter may cnd.

All I can say is (1) that I was entircly ig-
{ norant of the arrest and comwittal of this
captain at the time I sent the letter for pub-
lication ; and (2) that the statements in
Mr. Neilson’s letter do not vefer to the
charge of wurder for which he was ar
raigned.

Mr. Neilson, in that letter, states that he
entreated this captain and his supercargo
to stop supplying bullets to the Tanncse
because they were shooting one another. g
The captain and the supercargo declined, B
whereapon Br, Neilson said that he would §

LD e o el
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make their proceedings public in Syduey.
This oceasioned his Jetter to me. 1 there-
fore felt justificd in publishing® it. Of
course had I known that the captain was
in prison here T might have placed the let-
ter in the hands of the Attorney General,
At the time of publication, the supereargo,
aman named.Hugo Lenvinger, woe com-
mitted for trial a¢ Melbourne for mu. der of
Tannese on board the ““ Young Australian”
on the high seas.  To this I referred in the
vary few lines with which 1 inwoduced
Mr. Neilson’s letter. I had not any idea
of the captain’s implication in the charge
of murder, or of his being in this colony.

In the letter of Mr. Neilson he savs, that
of thirty natives taken from the island of
Tanna and sold as labcurers at Fiji, he had
veeeived information that fieenty-two were
taken away under stipulation 1o be bronght
back in one year, and one in one month,
but they were all disposed of for three vears,
He adds further, that on account of the
supply of ammunition there was so much
fighting that “*in threec months and a half
ten men were killed, wwenty-siz wounded,
seven villages burned, plantations and fruit
trees dastroyed, canoes, pigs, fowls carried
off as plunder, and a district of country six
miles in length, and five in breadth, which,
when I Jauded, contained between 800 and
1009 people, left without a house except
the trading stations, (i.e. of the traders)
and without an inhabitant except the white
men who looked after them.”

In o private letter which accompanied
the onc referred to, Mr. Neilson states,—
“Icompute that about 3000 people have
been earvied off from this group during the
last twelve mouths, the vessel by which I
send this letter to Brisbane has 74, and her
complement is not yet complete. If the
trade gocs on at this rate, in ten years we
will be depopulated ; if it goes on at the
same ratio of increase as it has done during
the last three years, in five years there will
not bo a man left.  Surely there is a loud
call for the publication of facts, that the
christian public and the enlightened lovers
of frcedum may know what is heing done.
Mission fields are being devastated, hopeful
commerce destroyed in the bud, and a sys-
tem of quasf slavery commenced.

Iwill be able by next mail to let you
know the result of the charge against me.
But, whatever it may be, I have no doubt
that public attention is, by all these things,
being aroused to the iniquities which are
perpetrated in connection with the deporta-
tion of natives of the New Hehrides to
Queensland and Fiji. I have always said
that Ifeared the movement at Fiji, where
there are no laws, no press, no British
Government, more than in Queensland,
amil events are proving this. One of H. M.
ships of war, the Rosario, Capt. Pelmer,

captured o vessel at Fiji which was laden
with natives and suspected to be guilty of
kidnapping. This vessel is now in port
here in charge of the authorities, and will
soon be the subject of a trial.

Mr. Cosh, in his letter, says,—‘I am
glad to see that Government has at last
taken some action in the matter which we
ventured to bring before thenr a vear ago.
I hope some means may be devised for the
prevention, if not of the traflic, at least of
the violence and deceit that have hitherto
characterized it in too many instances.—
The very investigation that is now going
on will have & temporary influence in re.
straining such outrages. No case of taking
away by force has come under my notice
on this island. This may partly be ac-
counted for by the fact that the natives of
this island scem infeeted with a kind of
mania for emigration. They are, for the
most, SO eager to go that thev require little
pressing. The grand inducement is the
calico and other things which they bring
home with them as their wages when they
return. I keep & note of the names of those
who leave, together with the date of their
departure, &c, so far as these are known
to mic at the time, and in the course of ano-
ther year or two, I shall have evidence that
can be relied on as to how far engagements
entered into with them ave kept by their
employers.”

I duly received your letter relative to the
Insurance money, and the knd gift to Mr.
Morrison. The Insurance Fund is now
pretty near its consummation, and will
prove of great service.

I am, yours very sincerely,
' ROBERT STEEL.

Rev. P. G. McGrEGor.

Letter from Rev. D. Morrison.

AvckrLaNDp, NEW ZEALAND,
March 26, 1869.

Dear Sir,~I now drop vou & liue pre-
vious to sailing for the New Ilchrides. We
eame here from Sydney early this wmonth,
My own health is better now than it has
been for some time past. But I fear that
it may be only temporary, as the cough
does not scem to ho subdued. I find a
change to any new place Lenefit me for
?bout a fortnight ; after that comes a re-
apse.

}}\[rs. M. and child have been enjoying
pretty good health all along since we came
to this place.

The Dayspring is to sail on Monday
next, 29th inst.© Sheis to have on board
M. Inglis, Mr. Watt, and myself with our
families. She is to be quite fumbered with
house-frames, boats, &e.

1t was proposed to detain her here for
some three or four weeks for Mr. Milne
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now on his way from Scotland for this
Mission. But it was decided ultimately to
send her to the Islands about the appointed
time, to give tho Missionaries an carly visit,
and send her back for Mr. Milne about
July next. The advantages of this course
aro: . It gives the Missionarics: on the
field an early visit ; 2. It lets Mr. Inglis to
his post, and allows Mr. Watt .0 bescttled;
3. Itallows Mr. Milne time to beecomo per-
sonally acquainted with the Church that is
to support him—that of Southland, alias
Middle Island ot N. Z. The disadvantage
of it is the wear and tear of the vessel.
is supposed that the time necessary to wait
for Mr. Milne now, would be equal to that
necessary to make & trip from the Islands
here and back. Mz, Inglis, I understand,
has been very successful in raising the In-
surance Fund in these Islands. Iam told
that he has raised that fund now to three
thousand pounds. I have not seen himself
for some days, we both having been out in
the country in different directions.

March 29.—To-day, we had thg very
great pleasure of receiving yours of the
15th and 17th of Dec. of last year. Many,
many thanks for being so mindful of us.
Your letters are all a cordial to us., We
value highly the Christian sympathy ac-
corded to us by our Church. I desire to
be thankful to God for any measure in
which I have secured the approbation and
confidence of our beloved Church; though
it is not the Church, I trust, I sought to
please in the first instance, but her Head
and Lord.

It is necdless to keep accounts with me
now, for any other purpose than for know-
ing how your money is expended. Itseems
the conviction is stealing upon you that I
shall not be again fit for Mission work., It
has been upon ne for some time. Nor do
I see that active service anywhere is a thing
near in prospect.  However, *“ good is the
Will of the Lord.” I would gladly remsin
and serve in the vineyard a while yet. My
heart is yearning over fields already white
to the hearvest, and no laboureres to reap

-sheep scatiered on the mountains, and no
shepherd to gather them—but still the
Lord and Master is wiser and more com-
passionate than I, therefore, if he say that
I am to stand by and look on, what am I
that I should object? Or, if he say that
I am to be gathered home, through infinite
merey, to the family above, why should I
not rather rcjoice. Iam not what I ought
to be; but His grace s sufficient for me.

Wo left Sydnoy on the 20th Feb. On
the passage I improved very much, my
appetite became good, and my strength be-
gen to increase. I continue to improve to
date. To-morrow or next day we are to
sail for the New Hebrides. Since the sea

I[|

agrees with mo so well, I hope to improve
much in the Dayspring.

Our Christian friends in Auckland de-
serve well of us. Wo have experienced o
great deal of genial Chwistian  kinduess
among them. They make us feel very
much at home. :

The Insurance fund is raised to £3)00,
but it appears that .£100 or £200 have heen
horrowed from tho Teachers’ fund.

I might hint that Missionaries coming
out for this mission, should leave in such
time as to arrive in Australia in February.

If they arc in the Colonies too long be-
fore the departure of the Dayspring, they
will find more time on hand then is plea-
sant, and if they arrive even a little too late,
it is still worse. From 90 to 100 days is
the average passage from Britain.

We go down to the Islands now, but it

- is probable not to remain—probably we
shall come back here in the Dayspring. We
do not kunow what our course will be until
we confer with the brethren on the Islands.
Iv is with & heavy heart we contemplate our
retiving from the Mission work ; but if so
the Lord wills His will be done. You see
I write you yet with my own hand.  With
my own hand I send Mrs. McGregor and
yourself my kindest regards, in which Mrs.
0. joins me,

Yours very sincerely,
Doxarp Morrisos.
Rev. P. G. McGRrEGOR.

Journal of. a voyage among the
New Hebrides Islands.

BY THE REV. DR. GEDDIE,

The writer of the following narrative
y was appointed by his missionary brethren
| to muke a voyage among the islands of the
y New Hebrides group. The chief objects of
| the voyage were to ascertain the present
y state of the islands and the practicability of
; extending our cfforts to the more northern
islands, which are still enshrouded in heath-
‘ en darkness. It has been judged that a
briet account of the voyage would form a
‘ suitable appendix to the report of the Day-
spring for the present year, as it may give
a better idea of her work than the friends
of the mission can obtain from more genc-
ral statements.
FOTUNA.
!
|

The Dayspring arrived at this-sland on
October the 7th, after & run from Ancityum

y of twelve hours. Its appearauce when
approached is remarkable, and remiods
one of & mountain which has arisen abrapt-

" Iy out of the sea. The swrface is so uneven
that the natives ave obliged to use rudely:
constracted ladders to enable them to travel
in many places. There are, however, spots
of table-land, and on these the natives build
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their honses and make their plantations.
The island is healthy, and fever and ague,
the bane of other islands, is unknown here.
The inhabitants are of Malayan origin, as
their language indicates, and they number
over 900 souls.

The island was first visited for mission-
ary purposes by the late Mr. Willliams,
o days before his lamented death on
Erromanga. In the year 1841 it was occu-
pied by Samonn teachers, who lived unmo-
lested among the natives for about two
vears, At the end of that time a fatal
disease broke out on the island, for which
the teachiers were blamed; and the whole
party, consisting of two men, two women,
and one girl, were cruelly put to death. It
is sad to think that the feeble spark of
divine light which had begun to kindle on |
this dark isle should have been so speedily |
extinguished in martyr blood.

The island was abandoned until 1853,
when the woik was resumed on it by chris-
tian teachers from Anecityum. These men
have done much to remove the prejudices
of the people against christianity, and to
prepare the barren soil for the precrous seed
of divine "truth. Their success has not
been always equsl to their self-denying
efforts, but their labour has not heen in
vain, and they have been instrumental in
preparing the way for more eflicient agency.

The Rev. . Copeland and his devoted
wife werc appointed to this islnd two years
ago, and have been there ever since.  They
are assissted in their work by four Aneity-
umese teachers, and the mission is in a
hopeful state. The whole island is now
accessible to christian influence, and the
mtives treat the missionary with respeet, |
and listen to hitn wherever he goes. A

B school-book and christian catechism have

been preparcd and printed in the language |
of the island, and a few persons are learn-
ing torend. Tl gospel by Mark has been |
mnslated, and will be printed in a few |
months.  The missionary work is now
fairly begun on this blood-stained island, |
and shall ads ance with accelcrated progress
until it becownes 2 part of the Redeemer’s
conqueted possession.

TANNA,

& This island lies west from Fotuna, and
is distant_about forty miles. We sailed
from the latter place on the afternoon of
B October 6th, and a run of five hours before
the trade winds brought us to Port Reso-
B lution. This was the first visit made to
8 Mr.and Mys. Neilson since their settlement
i on ‘Tanna, and we were glad to find them
well and happy in their work. They scem
 to be pleased with the natives, and the
B natives appear to be pleased with them;
g and this mutual gnod fecling promises well
8 for their future usefulness. The number

who attond worship is vory small, but Mr.
Ncilson and the three Aneityum teachers
who assist him are well received by the na-
tives when they visit them on the Sabbath
day. There is a growing vespect for the
ordinances of religion, and natives often
inquire about the Sabbath-duny, that they
may abstain from work on it. ‘This is still
the day of small things on Tanna, but in
due time we shall reap if we faint not.

The island of Tamna is about cighty
miles in eivcumference, and is one of the
most fertile in the group. It contains
monntains and tahle lands in suitable pro-
portions, and the whole is covered with
the richest vegetation.  The most striking
natural ohject on the island is its voleano,
which is very active  The harbour of Port
Resolution is smatl but safe, and will make
the island valuable for cummerdial pur-
poses. The natives are much like the
Aneityumese and the Erromangans, and
belong to the Melanesian branch of the
human race. The population probably
does not exceed 8000 suuls. There is an
opening for another missivnary at present,
but four at least arc required for this
island.

The history of the Tanna mission has
been a cheequered one.  This has arisen
from accidental circamstances, rather than
determined  hostility against the gospel.
The prospects at present are favourable,
and we cherish 2 hope that the good work
now begun will go on, antil the reign of
the Prince of Peace shall become universal
on this lovely isle.

ANIWAL

This tiny island is eight miles distant
from the nearest point of Tanna, and four-
teen miles from Port Resolution.  We left
the latter place on the morning of October
7th, and a sail of two hours brought us to
our destination. The island of Aniwa is
of coralline formation, and the absence of
mountains and hills gives it a monotonous
appearance. It is less fertile than the s
rounding islands in consequence of frequent
drought, and the natives live largely on
cocoa-nuts. ‘The population is small, being
only about 250 souls, and are the same race
as the Fotunese, and speak the same lan-
guage.

There is no barbor at Aniwa, so the ship
lay off and on while I landed in a boat,
Mr, and Mrs, Paton have enjoyed sood
health during their residence on the island.
The missionary work is in & hopeful state,
and the natives with few cxeceptions attend
worship on the Sabbath-day. My, Patos
has Frcpnred and printed a school-book,
which some persons gre learning to read.

The mission on this island has = history
of some interest also. It was opened for
the gospel by the Aneitynm teachers, ong
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of whom met a violent death.  He was kill-
ed to revenge the death of a party of Ani-
wans, who were killed on this island more
than half a century ago. Our teachers
continued 0 Inbour after this disaster, and
the overthrow of heathenism was the hap-
pyresult. When the missionary settled
on the island two years ago, he found a
humble place of worship buile on the
ground which from time inunemorial had
been sacred to the heathen deities, and a
pile of stone gods alsu, which the people
had thrown to the moles and bats. Mr.
Paton is assisted at present by one Anci-
tyum native, but complains of want of help.
and has made an urgeat request for more
teachers.
ERROMANG A,

The ship reached this island o the night
of October the 7th, and we anchored 1
Dillon’s Bay. I landed, and found MMr.
and Mrs. MeNair, well and in good spirits.
The number who favour christianity is on
the incrcase, and the recent death of a
hostile chief has weakened the enemies of
the canse.  Mrs. MeNair's presence attracts
the women, and the mission premises wear
a very domestic appearance. The arrival
of the Dayspring seemed to attract 8 num-
ber of visitors, some of them from a long
distance, among whom was the man who
killed the late Mr. Gordon. The mission-
aries on the island think that he has not yet
aiven satisfactory evidence of repentance
for his great crime, and thercfore 1 took no
notice of him. He certainly looked less
abashed than I expected to find him.

A serious case of man-stealing occurred
the day before our arrival, at a place called
Norass, ten or twelve miles from the hay.
An Australian slaver hove to off this place,
sent a hont ashore, and nine natives were
induced to go off to the ship, under pretence
of giving themn pigs. The men were no
sooner on board then they were forcibly
detained and carried away. The friends of
the kidnapped natives followed the vessel
to Dillon’s Bay, and reported the case to
Mr. MeNair, who made strenuous efiorts
to procure their release but without suecers.

On the morning of October the 9th we
were off Portinia Bay, the station of the
Rev. J. Gordon  The captain did not
think it prudent to anchor, as the wind
seemed inelined to blow on the land, so the
vessel lay off and on. The most of the
day was spent in landing Mr. Gordon’s
things, which we had brought from his
former station. ‘The landing place is bad
and about half 2 mile from the mission-
house. This was my first visit to this part
of the islaud, and I was much pleased with
it. The scencry around is very beautiful,
but this place does not possess the advan-
tages of Dillon’s Bay.

Mr Gordon has recently built a neat ang
comfortable house, which he now occupics,
Some natives who were under instructions
at his former station are now livine with
him, and these form the germ of a christian
commanity, which will no doubt increase,
The population is small, but the natives
are friendly, There is, however, a popu.
lous district not many miles distant, g0
which Mr. Gordon will extend his lahours,
I was much strack with the place in which
meetings are held at present, being o naty-
ral cave capable of holding thirty or forty
persons. .

A case of maun-stealing occurred at this
place also the day before our visit. A Toar
from the same vessel which had taken the
natives on the other side of the island call.
ed, and those on board enticed a native to
o into it. In this case a promise of tobaceo
was the bait held out. As soon as the man
knew his danger he struggled to jump over-
board and swim ashore, but was forcibly
carried away. The natives were much ex-
cited, and threaten to fire into the firy
boat that may visit their shores. ‘This
slaver made the circuit of the island, and
could we follow in her track, I have no
doubt but similar tales of violence and out-
rage would meet us everywhere.

he island of Erromanga is ahont the
same size as Tanna, and is sepavated from
it by a strait 8ighteen miles wide. Tt is
less fertite than some of the other islands, B
but the natives can with moderate lahour
raise abund@ance of food. The population
has been much reduced of late years, and
probably does not exceed 3000 or 4000
souls. No island in these seas possesses a
darker and more cventful hi-tory. The
martyr blood shed on it will nake it a spot
of tender and imperishable interest to the
Chuarch of Christ. The mission on ths
island has had no ordinary trials, but things §
arein a hopeful state at present.  ‘The Er
romangans have & strong claim on our
christian sympathy. They have suffered §
unparalleled injustice, outrage and cruelty §i
from lawless traders. The best reco.npense B
we can now make for the injuries inflicted |
on them is to give them the gospel, which |8
brings peuce on earth and good will towarl §

men.
(Zo be continued.)

'PRINIDAD MISSION.

Letter from Rev. Mr. Morton.

Iere ViLLaGe, August 6th 1869,

Rev. and Dear Brother,—Besides meetings I8
on Estates during the week, T have had B
service every Sabbath afternoon, for the §
Inst two months, with the coolics in the §
church here. We tried this toward the §
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end of last year, but Mrs. Morton’s illness
interrupted 5 and the experience of the few
meetings that we had couvinced me that it
wounhl be better to hold less formal meet-
ings among them until T had better com-
mand of the language. The attendance at
that time never exceeded fiftcen, for the
past two mouths it has varied from thirty
to cighty. The service begins with the
reading of the 95th Psalin down to the
words, * To-day when you hear his voice
harden not your hearts.” Then follow
prayer, the ten commaundments, another
psalm, often the 103rd, a passage in the
New Testameat, with a short discourse and
closing prayor. At first quite a number of
women brought their babies, which proved
2 great annoyance. Those wio were
anxious to hear protested against it, and
declaved the women shounld stay at home,
which they nearly all did for one or two
Sabbaths I have, however, succeeded in
getting them to attend again, leaving their
babies for the most part at home. They
are very attentive and seem annoyed when
any noise disturbs the service. You must
not think, however, that they arc almost
Chyistians.  While some of them undgr-
stand all that we say, many of them do
not, although we try to use the plainest
words in their language. They are so
iznorant, that many of the simplest ideas
of the Bille are strange to them—they
have ncither the idea, nor a word to ex-
press it, although their language is rich in
words.  We have then to resort to illustra-
tion.  In speaking from the passage “ The
blood of Jesus Clirist his son cleanses us
from all sin,” I at first felt some difficulty
in finding words to express the truth so as
to be understood.  When preaching in the
verandah of an Estate hospital, I found an
illustration under my hand. The table
Lefore me was blotted with ink. I pointed
toit, and asked them, if it was not spotted.
They understood me at once, and assented,
Ithen used the negative expression, which
means undetiled—spotless, and found that
they understood it. Well, Adam’s soul
was spotless before he sinned.  Sin blotted
it,~stained it, so all our souls are stained.
Unless made whitc—spotless again—we
cannot sce God, or go to heaven. Now,
look at this table. Water will take away
some of the stains. Soap and water will
! But some of them are deep
into the wood, and nothing but the strong-
g est drugs will take them out. Tt is so with
B sin. It is deep into the soul of man.
8 Water—baptism—will not wash it out.
8 The blood of the gonts you sacrifice will
¥ not remove it.  Only the precious power-
g fal blood of Jesns Christ can blot it out.
At the close of the service in the Church
one Sunday, s babajee asked who was
God’s father. I told him God hzd no

" father. “ Well, then, who made God,”
was his next question. I said God made
all things, but he is sclf existent. The
word for sclf-existent he did not under-
stand, indecd, only tvo or three in the
Church did, and I had to explain the idea
in other words. But the babajec was a
philosopher. IIe maintained that if God
way, he must have been made by somne one,
at some time. Here, however, his philoso-
phy scemed to end. He did not seem to
have risen to the extravagance of an infi-
nite succession of ereations, or to the truth
of & great uncaused cause. He asserted
that he knew u great deat about God, that
God was in him. This babajee is an old
grey-hended man  He formerly lived on
the road between this and San Fernando,
and when driving past at early morn, I
have again and again seen him paying his
devotions to the Sun.  With clasped hands
and rapt expression he gazed upon the
orb of day, and bowed several times to it.
He then poured out a lota of water to the
Sun, and bending down dipped his finger
in the pourcd out water and touched his
forchead with it.

The Brahmius have not here the posi-
tion and influence they have in India.
When they come on board the emigrant
ship, having to come in contact with all
castes, they throw their Brahminical string
into the Ganges, and here they mix freely
with all castes and no castes, But they
try to maintain their influence over the
consciences and pockets of the people. 1
never had an adequate notion of what pride
was till Isaw it in a Brahmin, Onec day
after the service on an Estate, one stepped
forward and shook hands. He was lithe
and straight as a palm tree; though his
white head and beard declared him in the
winter of his years. Ile drew himsclf up
before me, with the dignity of 2 prince and
addressed me as a fellow Brahmin, He
was poor, he said, his savings had been
stolzn, and he was pleased to hear me say
in preaching that God would one day catch
and punigh the thief. He had to work now,
though old ; but he had been a gentleman,
in India, and was so in spiit still. And
his eye flashed with haughty dignity, as he
claimed me for a brother though a carriage
stood at hand for me and his hoe awaited
him.

On one oceasion I witnessed a quarrel
between 2 Brahinan and a Mussulman.
Under provocation, the latter cursed the
Brahman, which is considered a dreadful
offence, and his ragoe wassomething terrific,
I thought he would have killed the offender
on the spot. And he summed up the enor-
mity of the crime in that he was a Brahma-
putra—son of Brahma.

Just before the wet season, our school

house at Mount Stewart Village was blown
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down. The ditlicuity of getting another
place and rome uncertainty about a teacher,
led us to give up that schuol for a time,
and now we find that the school heore re-
quires the whole of the teacher’s time.
Besides the children we bave: now five
young men who do a task in the morning,
und come regularly to school at noon.
My teacher left to attend the Normal
School, at Port of Spain, at the end of
Tune, and during July, I had to carry on
che school alone. The new teacher has
seen with me only o week.  You will be
Jeased to hear that he is a Christian Coolie,
saptized by Rev. W. Dickson, of Arvauca.
Last Sabbath he set with us at the Com-
nunion table. Ile has heen in the service
f one gentleman over sinee he came here,
ome cight years ago, and two of these
rears he spent in Britam. A servant all
hat time he had but indifferent advantages
n the way of education, and no experience
n the way of teaching. We hope, how-
sver, that he will prove of great service to
he Mission, and our aim will bei to help
iim forwavd. His name is Charles Clarence
Soudeen.

When the Rev. G. Lambert left, I pro-
mised to give his congregation morning
service twice a month. Rarly in May a
Presbyterian coagregation in Grenada ap-
plied to Rev. Mr. Brodie for some help.
Arrangements wers made which enabled
Mr. Brodic to spend the past month in
Grenada, without depriving any of the con-
gregations hiere of much service. Of course
it entailed donble Inbour on the ministers,
and three services, besides prayer meetings
and sabbath-schools have been the vule for
nearly two months. That we have had
strengeh for the work is matter for profound
thankfulness.

You have probably heard that it has heen
unhealthy here and that report may have
exaggerated the matter. Fever of a ty-

phoid tvpe running on in many cases to

yellow fever, has been epidemic in  Port of
Spain for nearly two months. There have
been few cases, and scarcely any fatal, in
this part of the Island. Aund it is now
thought that the worst is past.

You ask me to write when I want money
for the school. The expense of the school
up to July 31st. has been raised here by
ways and means which will appear when I
forward accounts at the end of the year, if
spared. St. Joha’s Sabbath School have
very generously voted us €30 in addition to

to ten left over from the sum sent us by

them last vear. This will pay the teacher
tor nearly three months.  And I hope that
all that is necessary to carry on the school
to the end of the year, will be met in some

way without dvawing on the F. M. Fund. .

I am yours, very sincerely,
ony MorTox.

P. S. I hopeto hear that Mr. Lambert
has stirred up your zeal, and thatthereis
prospeet of another labourer for ‘Lrinidad
soon, The Church has now set in action
the means for converting the Toolies ; the
gospel is preached to themn in a langunge
. they can understand.  But faith must look
. upward and plead for the divine energy
which alone ~n make them a willing

cople. I hopo the Church is enjoving ar
Komc many tokens of the Spirit’s presence,
and that the meeting of Synod was one of
great harmony and a time of much refresh.
ing. J. M.
Rev. P. G. McGrecor,
Sec’y F. M. Board.

e s
ews of the Slhaweh,

Presbytery of Halifax.

The Presbytery of Halifux met at Ma
hone Bay on the 25th ult., and was consti-
tuted by Rev. E. A. McCurdy, Moderator,
Wesides whom there were present, Revds,
William Duff, Dounald MceMillan, D. S.
Gordon, Matthew G+ Henry, Edward An
. nand, John Furrest, Pecter M. Morrison,
Archibald Glendinning, and John McLeol, |
Ministers, and Jawmes Eisenhaur, Esq.
ruling clder.  Coummissions were read and
sustained from the Kirk Sessions of Moy
quodoboit  Harbour, Aunnapolis, Bridge
water and Poplar Grove congreuations,
appointing; W. S. Kent, Llias Tupper,
Abraham Hebb, and Donald Frasor, Esqrs,
respectively to yepresent them in the Supe
; rior Church Courts during the present
year. Their names were added to the
roll,

Having met for the induction of Rer
Ebenezer McNab, into the newly formed
. congregation of Mahone Bay, the prelimi-
nary steps having been taken the Rev. D
. M. Morrison delivered an appropriate dix
. course from John xv. 22— narrated the
. steps previously taken and put to Mr. Me

Nab the nsual formula of «uestions to all

of which satisfactory ansiv..rs were given,
1 when, after solemn prayer -y the Moder |8

tor, Mr. McNab was declarei duly indactel 8

into the pastoral charge of Mahone Bay
. congregation, He was then suitably ad |
dressed by the Rev. Donaid MeMillan, and g8
the congregation by Messis Duff, Mc 2§
Curdy, McLeod, Forrest and Annand §
Myr. McNab recvived the risht-hand of fel
lowship from the membuis of Preshyter
and cordially welcomed by the ~ongregation
on their retiring from the huarch. :

‘This is now the fourth P’sesbyterian cor ’
i gregation in Lunenburg. At Mr. Doff’s @
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wttlement in that place, the whole field
was under his charge. In Nov. 1856,
Bridgewater was disjoined from Lunen-
hurg and formed into & new congregation
under the pastorate of Rev. H. D. Steel,
who was succeeded by My Morton, now mis-
sionary in T'rinidad. The present incumn-
bent is Rev. P, M. Morvison, In April
1860, Lallave and New Dublin were forin-
ol into a separate charge. Soon after-
wards Tiev. Donald McMillan aceepted a
cll to become their pastor, and was settled
over them, where he has continued to la-
bour with much success. Bach of these
wngregations received a supplement for a
fow yeurs ; hnt for some time past, they
have not only been self-sustaining, but have
contributed liberally to the several schemes
of the church.  Mahone Bay is fov the pre-
sent to receive n snpplement also; but it is
confidently expected that it will not be re-
quired for more than a year or two. It is
acompact harmonious and gpirited lirtle
congregeation, situated in one of the most
feantiful and thriving parts of the province,
sotaat Mr. MeNab enters upon his labours
withevery prospect of comfort and success.

Rev. John Forrest repokted thit he had
preached and moderated in a call in St
g James’ church, Dartmouth, to Rev. Alex-
ander Falconer, of Charlottetown, P. E. L,
that the call was cordial and harmonious,
l :nd was signed by one hundred and tour
members and adherents. On motion it
wag agreed to receive the report, approve
B Mr. Forrest’s diligence, sustain the call as
aregular gospel call, direct the Clerk to
M wansmit it and the other papers connected
R withit to the Preshytery of P. E. Island,
end appoint Rev. Professor McKwmght and
Charles Rabson, Bsq., to prosecute the call
B lefore said Presbytery.

A letter from Rev. William Maxwell
was read in which he tenders his demission
of the pastoral charge of Chalmers Church
R ongregation.  The demission was allowed
10 Jie on tire table and Rev. W, Duff ap-
R pointed to preach in Chalmers Church on
Sabbath, 11th Scptember, notify the con-
gregation of snid demission and cite them
 appear for their interests at the next
i gular meeting of Presbytery, to be held
@ic Poplar Grove Church, Halifax, on
i Wednesday, October 6, at 11 o’clock, A. a1,
B A letter was also read from Mr. Edward
& Grant, intimating his acceptance of the call
& flom Kempt and Walton.  The Clerk was
insteueted to request him to appear at the
gnexe meceting of Presbytery to give in his
2 ordination trials,

f Revs. D. S. Gordon and Allan Simpson
g sked and obtained leave of absence from
B heir congregations for cight weeks to visit
e United States and Cavade for the be-
Rucfit of their health.

Reports of Missionary labour by Messrs.

Buvgess, Smith and others, were read

and approved, and the following appoint-

tents made, viz.: ~Mr. Nelson to supply
| Shelburne, My. Dickie, Sheet Harbour, and
| Mr. Layton, Hilishoro’ and Dighy from
, the 2d Sabbath of September till the end
i of October.

Joux M. McLeov, Clerk.

Presbytcry of Truro.

This Preshyrery met, according to ap-
pointment, at Maitland, on Tuesday, Aug.
24th.  ‘T'he first business was the visitation
of the 2nd coungregation of Maitland and
Noel. The whole was, as usual with this
congregation, very pleasing. The pastor,
the Rev. John Curri:, is abundant in labors.
He does not, according to the good old cus-
tom, hold diets of of examination through-
out the congrexation.  He submitted to the
Preshytery reasons for the omission, stating
that his session was of the same mind with
him respecting this watter; but express-
iug his readiness to bow to the judgment of
the court. Not holding diets of examina-
tion, he visits the whole congregation pas-
torally every year. He also visits the sick
attentively. He has a Bible class in Mait-
land during the whole year, and during
winter others in the various scttlements
throughout the congregation. These are
attended, in all, by about one hundred
young persons. e gives corresponding
attention with similar results o prayer
meetings. In all these labors M- Currie
is happily seconded by a band of devoted
clders. They also visit thesick. They at-
tend and take part in prayer meetings, and
thoy are all employed as Sabbath school
teachers,

Tho managers reported no arrears, and
that they were able generally to make pay-
ments at the appointed time. When last
visited, two years ago, they reported that
the congregation had resolved to increase
the salary $100, raising it from S600 to $700.
This latter sum they have since that time
been paying. This, however, they said they
were not prepared to affirm, was thought
sufficient.  They were of opinion that if
Mr. Curric would grumble a little, they
would add another hundred dollars. The
Presaytery could not hold out to them the
prospect of their accomplished pastor very
speedily becoming an adept at this species
of mauceuvring. Members of he court,
nevertheless, began to have the impression
that the $800 would by-and-bye be forth-
coming, without the aid of grambling. It
appeared as if the managers were, in a
modest way, hinting at what might soonbe
expected. In this congregation we have
impressive  oxample of what may be
accomplished by an able, earnest, and
y devoted minister. The Preshytery—wish-




276 The Bome and

Froreign Record, Oct

ing their scheme for the systematic and
more adequate support of the Gospel win-
istry to be adopted by congregations at
their next annual arrangements, or as soon
thereafter as possible—appointed parties to
meet with sessions, Boards of managers,

aud congregations, mention the .object of |

the scheme, explain its nature, show its
advantages and ascertain when it could be
adopted. The appointments are: Mr. Sin-
clair to Stewiacke; Dr. Smith to Spring-
side; Dr McCulloch to Onslow; Mr.
Chase to ‘Lruro; Mr. Byers to Maitland ;
and Noel, tuking both congregations con-
jointly; My, McLellan to Clifton, Mr.
Carrie to Acadia; Mr. Ross to Lower Lon-
donderry; Mr. Wyllie to Upper London-
derrv; Mr. McKay to Parrsboro’; aud Mr.
McKinnon to Economy and Five Islauds;
—these ministers in each case to be accom-
panied by an elder or other qualificd per-
son appointed by his session,—the work to
he done, and the delegates prepared to
§eport to Pregbytery by the end of Novemn-
her

Appointed next meetmg at Parrsloro’
for visitation, on the lst Wednesday of
October—being the 6th day of the month.

A. L. WyiLis, Crerk.

Presbytery of Pictou.

The Preshytery of Pictou met in James'
church, New Glasgow, on the 7th inst.,
and was constituted by the Rev. George
Roddick, moderator, with whom were pre-
sent the Revs. Dr. Roy, George Walker,
A. P. Maller, Alexander Sutherland, James
Thompson, John Mackinnon, Alexander
Ross, K. J. Grant, and A. J. Mowtt,
ministers ; and Messrs. Dr. Murray, Chas.
Fraser, Jamcs Fraser, Duncan McLean,
John Miller, James Davison, Hugh Gunn,
Alexander Grant, and Alexander Murray,
ruling elders. -

Commissions from West River sessiun

appointing John Mackenzie, from Ceniral |
church session appointing John L. Came- |

ron, from Primitive church session appoint-
ing Dr. Murray, from Merigomish session
appointing Wm. Munu, from Hopewell ses-
sion appointing John McLean, and from
Little Harbour scssion appointing Simon
Fraser, to be their respective representative
clders in Presbyteries and in Synod during
the year, were recad, sustained, and the
names of these brethren added to the roll.

The Revs. Mr. Richardson, of the Pres.
bytery of Paris, John Stewart and J. B.
Watt being present, were invited to sit as
vorrespondig  members, and took their
seats accordingly.

According to notification, Messrs. Alex-
ander Pollok and Win. Russ, students of
the first year in Dalhousie College receiving
- The Mackenzic Bursaries,” appeared,

!and having assared the Presbytery that
, they had passed their examinations at the
close of the last session, the Preshytery were
, satisfied with this evidence of their dili-
, genee, and agreed to continue to them the
; Bursaries during the ensuing year.
;  The Rev. Mr. Walker reported that the
committee appointed to watch over the in.
| terests of the congregation of Little Har-
, bour and Fisher’s Grant, met according to
{ appointment at both of these places, and
{ that they found the people unanimous in
{ their desire to apply to the Zresbytery ar
their first meeting for a moderation ina
1 call for one to be their pastor; and that the
people of Little Harbour had appeinted
l Robert MeNeil, Esq., and Mr. “'homas
i Foster, and those of Fisher's Grant Mr,

John Fouster, their commissioners to apply
‘ to Piesbytery for a moderation in 2 call.
« His report was received and the diligenee
| of the committee commended.
y  The above named commissioners being

present, requested the Preshytery in the
‘ name of the congregation to appoint one of
; their nnmber to” moderate in a call at as
y carly a dare as possible for one to he their
, pastur.  They stated that the stipend pro

mised is §600 with & manse or glehe.—

Their request was granted, and the Rev.

Mr. Walker appointed to preach at Little
’ Harbour vn the 20th iust., at 5 p.m., aud
i at Fisher’s Grant on the following evening

at the same hour, and in both places mode-
f rawe in & call.

The Rev. Alexander Sutherland Iaid his
‘ demission on the table of Preshytery, as
, signing as a reason inadequacy of support,
and aregard for the education and other
interests of his family. It was agreed that
| it lie on the table, and that the congrega
tion be summoned to appear by commis-
sions for their interests at the next meeting
y of Presbytery. The Rev. Mr. Roddick
| was appointed to exchange with him on
1 the third Sabbath of this month and inti-
mate this matter from the pulpit, and in-
struct the sussion and people to meet on
some convenient day previous to the firs
meeting of Presbytery, in order to consider
this matter and appoint their commissioners
to appear for them at Presbytery.

Mr. William Grant, preacher, havig
previously intimated his acceptance of the
call to him from Earltown and Wes
Branch, being present, gave in his ordioa
tion trials, consisting of & Lecture on 2
Cor. v.17-21; Sermon on John iii. 3i:

Hebrew, Pialm xxii; Greek New Test §
ment, ad aper Lib. ; Church History, Arian
Controversy and Theology, Original Sio.
All these were unanimously sustained

It was agreed that the next meeting of
| Presbytery be beld in Scotsburn church oo
<the 27th iust., at 2 p.mn., and the next das

Exercisc and Additions, Col. ii. 10, 11, 12: B
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in Favltown chuych at 11 a, m., for the or-
dination and induction of Mr Grant. The
Rev Mr Thompson to preach, My Blair 10
preside and address the people in Gelic,
and Mr Patterson to address the minister.

The Rev Mr Ross was appointed to
preach in Bavliown church on the second
Sabbath of this month and read the Edict
m reference to Mr Grant’s ordination, and
the Rev Mr Stewart to supply lis pulpit on
that day.

Supply of Preaching fin Little Harbour,
Rev K. J. Grant, 2nd Sab. Sept., 11 a.m.
« J. Stewart, 3rd o 11«
My Wm. Graut, 4th o 1L«

Fisher’s Grant.

“«  John Stowart, 3rd «
g Mr Wm. Grant, 4th e 3 -

John Knox's Church, New Glasgow.
& The Rev Vlexander Stirling until the first
: Sabbath of October.
Mr Kenncth Mackay, student, was as-
g i d the ollowing suljects to be given in
Yefore he goes to the Hall :—Tomily, 1
Johniii. 13 Greck, the Epistle to the Ephe-
sians, and Hebrew, Malachi.
The Prezlivtery then adjourned to mect
accarding tu appointment.  Concluded with
B prayer.

PR

Jorx Macxinnon, Clerk.

Two Fathers Gone.

I Rev Tuowmas S. Crowe of Maitland,

did on the 6th September, in the 83rd
g vour of his age and the 5ith of his wem-
B bercbip.  Rev. Jorn SproTT, of Musquo-

g dohair, diedd on the 16th ult., in the 90th
B vear of his age.  Mr. Crowe was the
“Father” of the Synod, and we belicve
§ the oldest minister in Nova Scotia. Mr.
[ Svrott was probably next in age as a min-
i ister, but older as & man. In the next
B [:eod we hope to give brief memoirs of
B Ui venerable departed fathers.

The late Dr. Burns.

g The venerable Dr. Robert Burns died at
& Knox College, Toronto, on the 19th Au-
B cust, after a brief illness.  He had just re-
B tumad from a visit to Scotland, and was
B eotering on his usual course of labour,
& when the final call came.  He was 81 years
g of ace. He was licensed in 810 and or-
dained in-1811.  During bis long life he
i ¥ an indefatigable labourer. He took an
R active part in the disruption. In 1845 he
& cccepted a eall to Toronto, and from that
® rear till his death Canada was his home.
B for scverul years he was Professor of

g Church Listory and Apologeties in Knox
& Colleze, and s Ementus professor he con-

tinued his connection with it till the last,
‘T'o quote from the Canada Record : *With
apostolic zeal he performed an immense
amount of mission work thrunghout the
whole of Canada. More than once he
visited the Lower Provinees; once at least
he visited Newfoundland ; while there was
very few regions in Canada, east or west,
however difficult of access, which he did
not visit some time or other, and in which
he did not seek to scatter the good seed of
the Kingdom. is advancing 3 cars searce-
ly lessened the amount of his travelling
and preaching. Not ouly were the sum-
mer months devoted to visits to mission
stations and destitute localities, but even in

Rev Mr Bayne, 2nd Sab. Sept., 3 p.m. |
3 ‘"

winter he set apart the New Year holidays
for what he called his “sleigh mission,”
and devoted many Sabbaths beside to the
same ohject.  And we know well that these
visits have been abundantly blessed, in re-
freshing and encouraging the hearts of the
people, and giving a stimulus to their ciorts
in the cause of the gospel.

Dr. Burns had many qualifications which
fitted him for taking 2 pruminent pusition
among his contemporarics, and for being
a standard bearer in the conflicis which the
revival of evangeiical priuciples and the
progress of social reforms Lrought about in
his day. His natural cndowments .vere of
a superior order. His reading was varied
and extensive, while a memory singularly
retentive and ready enabled him to have at
command the results of his reading. His
style was clear, manly, and vigorous. His
principles were not taken up just to suit
the times, but were conscientiously held,
and freely and fearlessly expressed. His
energy was untiring. As a preacher he
was evangelical, impressive, aud often pow-
erful.  His discourses were full of sound
thenjogy, enriched by apt illustrations, and
cven to his latest years were delivered with
remarkable energy. In 1528, in acknow-
ledgment of his theological learuing and
labours, he received from the University of
Glasgow the degree of DD.  He was clect-
cd Fellow of the Royal Society, and was
also a member of the Antiquarian, and
other learned socicties.

Statistics.

My Dear Mr. Editor,—In the “remarks
on the Statistical Table,” published in the
last number of the Record, there is one
statement to which I take exception. It is
this—* T'wo city chargesin St.John, N. B.
—families 280~—contributions £2321.03—
rate &11.86—far below the avemge of their
class.” My ohjection is, that this state-
ment is unjust to two of our congregations.
Tno not say that cither hus done its daty.
But by the method of grouping adopted, in
taking two of & class and striking an ave-

e et o te. = S+ A b aen = =
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vage, and comparing this average with the
average of the class, one congregation gets
credit for $1.82 per family wnore, and the
other for $1.82 less per family than it i3 en-
titled to. The two congregations are
spoken of in the same terms of disapproval
although onc—the poorer of the two—has
actually contributed $509 more than the
other—a st greater than the total con-
tributions of 41 of oar congresations.—
In justice to both congregzations, I must
ask you to insert this note in the next num-
ber of the Record. I regret that our con-
tributions for 1868 arc less thao for 1867,
and I regret to have to stare that this result
i duae, in part, to the fact that our people
found that the efforts of wealthy neighbours
were not commensurate with theirs.” A full
exposition of all the facts may do good to
both.
I am, yours very traly,
N. McKay.

St. Julm, N B., Sept. 11, 1869.

{The average rate of a class of congrega-
tions is not and does not profess to be the
rate of cach congregation taken separately.
It is only by referring to the Table that an
ordinary reader of the Record could ascer-
tain what were the two congregations al-
tuded to, and any reader who took the
trouble to make this reference would ob-
serve at the same time that the rates of the
two congregations are $13 68 and S10 04
respectively. If Mr. McKay’s people are
influenced in part, as his letter intimates,
by a comparison of their doings with those
of their neighhcurs, let us hope that they
will extend their idea of ueighhourhood be
vond the limits of their own city. The
rate of contribution in the acighbouring
cities of Halifax and St. John, Nfld., is just
about double what it is in St. John, N. B ;
the average of the four congregations heing
427.19 per family.

It appears that a contribution of $23 for
the supplementary fund was omitted in the
return from Annepolis. Adding thisitem,
the rate per family is §22.02.  A. McK.)

Colportage.

We publish this mon:h the Report of
Rev. H. B. McKcKay, which in conjunc-
tion with Rev. Mr. Baxter’s report, given
n our last, will furnish a very full view of
colportage operations as condacted in con-
nection with our Church. To place good

sound books within reach of our people—
to persuade them to buy such books—to
circnlate tracts among the destitute—is to
do wark the results of which may be met
for scores of years to come. We hope
thercfore, that the liberal witl devise liberg
things in connection with colportage opera-
tions.—The following certificate was inad-
vertently omitted in publishing My, Bax
ter’s Report t—

¢ We have seen the Agent’s books, heard
his report, examined the above summary of
accounts and find it correct.

Jaares ByEgs.

! Rosert SMmitn”
]

Editorial Notice.

We have been requested to publish from
i the Fastern C hronicle a sevics of letters on
¢ the Scriptural anthority for making perma
| nent provision for munistevinl education by
| raising an endowment, the annual interest
i of which shall pay our professors. The
correspondence presents some of the argo-
ments on both sides of the question, and
{ we should he happy that all our readers
{ should have the perasal of it, and juda
for themselves; bhut as it embraces nos
| some five orsix letters, its publication is
the fecord is sinply impossible. Whil:
our present number shews that we are not
yet done with the discussion of Hymnologs
the Moderator’s sermon, ordered by Syned
to be printed, we regret to say, awas pubr
| lication for want of room ; and we hase
learned from expericnce that if Synodies!
papers and reports, accounts aud statistic
must all appear in our pages, besides Mis
stonary intelligence and Presbyterial o
tices, that 1t must of necessity Le closed 2
a genceral rale against controversieal matter
however interesting or important the subjes
may be.

| Summary.

]

MippLe Musquopbonost.—During th
pastscason a very Jarge Preshyterlan churd
has been erccted here, which, when fini
ed, will be quite an ornament to the con
mumty and 2 eredit to the adherents of o
cause in this locality.

{ Sueer Harpour.—The small tho~'
’ erected here many years ago, has beoors
entirely too small to accommodate t
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R should plead for their foes in prayer.
B8 proposal was first made by Kd

B bigne ; and it is now sanctioned by leading
- Protestants in other countrics.

<0 latter were Dr. Candlish and
8 There is & strong disposition among the
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Presbyterian population of this rising set-
tlement.  Active steps are now being taken
townrd the ercction of a new church.

PETICODIAC AND SALISBURY, N, B.—
There are sowme Presbyterian families in
these localities requiring pastoral oversight,
The former is a growing place, and if the
two were united with Moncton they might
reccivea portion of Rev. John D. Murray’s
service.  Shedine, Cocagne, and Scoich
Settlement, if disjoined from Moncton, and
Buctouche united with them, would form
a new congregation in the Presbytery of
St. Jobn,

FrrreeN Mine Streasr.—This is one
of our new gold diggings, situated about 22
miles from Sheet Harbour. A road is now
heing constracted leading from Sheet Har-
hour to Hopewell railway station, and pass-
ing through these Dipgings. Some Pres-
byterinns have now gathered here, and when
the road i3 finished wmany more will be
found flocking in secking for the gold that
perisheth.  Our church will have tosupply
them at no distant day with the pearl of
great price.

LarrTownN.—Mr. William Grant has
accepted o call to Earltown;, which has heen
racant since the death of Rev. 1. McDonald.

Scorsnum{.——}t is understood that Rev.
A. Suthciland is shortly to remove to
Nebraska in the “ Great West.”

The first Sabbath of September was ob-
served as a day of special prayer with
reference to uaton by the Old and New
School Presbrterians of the United States.
Union is also the subject of prayer among
the Scottish Presbyterians.-

The Irish Episcopalians are arranging
for their own government now that they

PR arc cut off from connection with the State.

An effort is made to give due prominence

B to the lay element.

Itis proposed that special united prayer
be offered up for Roman Catholics during
A *Ge-
neral Council”” is called by the Pope to
meet on the 10th of that month., This

B council will try to devise means for the

overthrow of Protestantism. It §s there-
fore specially appropriate that Protestants
The
erle D'Au-

The Welsh Calvinistic Synod met lately

st Carnarvon. Deputies from the Irish

Presbyterian and Scottish Free churches
were present.  Among the depaties of the
V. Aroot.—

Welsh Methodists to fraternize with the
F'rce church.

The Irish Presbyterian church is to lose
Regivm Donum which last year amounted to
£40,000; or £75 to cach minister of the
church. Life interests are sceured; and
the church has sufficient vitality to be be-
nefited by being thrown on her own re-
sources.  Speaking of the Irish church, Dr.
Porter said before the Welsh Methodists <

We are at lea t one-half of the Protes-
tants of Ireland, angd if we have not the
aristocracy of wealth, we have the aristo-
cracy of intelleet, of industry and moral
worth. We have 610 ministers, 2127 elders,
7362 Sabbath-school teachers, 550 churches,
some of them plain buildings, like your
own, others splendid structures—for we
have got rid of the idea that sterling piety
and good taste can be dissociated from
each other without doing injury to both~—
247 mauses and two colleges, at which are
316 students for the ministry. We raised
last year for all religious purposes, in the
ordinary way, about £88,018, thatis, on
an average, £130 from cach congregation.
An overture passed the Assembly, sent for-
ward by the Synod to which I have the
honour to belong, declaring that £150 per
annum is the lowest stipend any minister
should have. And a commitiee was ap-
pointed to preparc for & Sustentation Fund,
to take the place of the Regium Donum we
ure to lose, out of which each minister will
receive an equal dividend ; thus doing away
with an anomaly that eaists even in Pres-
byterian chiurches, where one is clothed in
purple and fine linen, faring sumptuously,
every day, another, like Lazarus, at the
rich man’s gate.

NoxNERY STORIES.—A dreadful disco-
very was lately made in a convent in
Cracow, whera a Nun had been kept a pri-
soner in s filthy den for ‘Twenty-one years!
She was naked, and altogether filthy and
miserable when rescued.  Other ugly: cases
are leaking out. )

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE.
MENTS, &c.

THEOLOGICAL HALL.

Next Scesion of the Theological Hall of
the Presbyterian Church will be opened with
a lecture by Professor McKnight, on Mon-
day, the 1st November, at half-seven o'clock,
evening. The Board of Superintendence are
making arrangements for & course of lectures
of a popular kind to be delivered for the be-
nefit of the students, by leading ministers of
the Church, during the session.  Two prizes
are offered of $50 and $25 respectively to the

tudents of this College, by the Scottish Re-
formation Socicty, to be awarded after exami-
nation in writing on the subject of the Ro-
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mish_controversy. Further particulars re- ACADIAN MISSION.
specting the examination for these prizes, | Alexander Ross.........ooves $100
will be communicated to the studeuts in due | John Clarke......... Cheeeaes 100
tiwe time. Miss MeKinnon. ..oiovennns oo v 50
The Home Mission Board are also empow- Cash for books from French mis-
ered tv give vne or more bursaries to (3aelie SIONATICS. oL vvuaeen e At ”{ 00' 7 00
speahang {studunts. These are usually to the | River John cong., Rev. 11 B. Mc Kay 12 05
awount of S40 each. Queen's Square cung., Charlottetown 11 44
P. G. McGrEgoR SYNOD, FUND.
Secretary to Board of Superintendence. 51"“’0{‘ {th N Albllon Mines, besides §8 0 64
e o] paid at Synod......ooiial b
Halifixe, 9th Sept., 1869. Stewiacke, paid at Synod. .......... 10 00
Dartmoutl, besides expenses........ 6 45

The Treasurer acknowledges the following
sums received during the last two months.
His illness in the latter part of August pre-
vented the pullication of any acknowledg-
ments in the Lccord for September:

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Collected at Mr. Lambert’s meeting in

New Glasgow. . coivieeriaranneaen £26 31
Congregation of Canard, Cornwallis,

Rev. . Hoge cooiiiis ciiavian, 23 25
St. Johu urch Sab. School, St. John,

N.B 190

7 00
27 20

106 (0

Salmon River cong., N. B, Rev. J.
Salmon.. oo it
Stewiacke paid at Synod...........
Glassville, 53; Florenceville, §2.50;
Greenficld, $2.50, Rev. S. Bernard
Clifton—Co:. in Miss Christie’s
school
Cul by Miss Maggie Wilson. .
¢ R. Sanderson. .
N ‘L. Byers and i.
Aleander... o oooov. 2 84
ATriend..ccconenn cannnns .
-—— 18 30
“ DAYSPRING.”

16 62
370

Fort Massy dub. schoul Mission Boxes.
Salmoen River cong., N. B

. HOME MISSIONS.

Sheet ITarbour, Rev. J. Waddell..

Little Hmbuur, for Mr. Layton......
St‘l\:l%m church Sab. school, St. John,
Stewiacke, paid at Synod.. RN
Canard 5t. cong., Comwallis. .......
A Friend, thton, per Rev. J. Byers.

SUPPLEMENTARY FUND.

Chalinu (lmrcl\ ......... . . 4500
East Branch Last River, Pictou
Sall\)l \ﬁhm’l St. John church, St. John,
Sherbroke, wllcctmn

Goldenville,  do.
Mount Stewart, P.E.I.
West St. I’LKTS...-. .......

Murray Harbour North . .. 1415
Mr. Br\haut of Murray Har. South,
8. loey.iieiiiinnans veees eeees
EDUCATION.
Primitive church, New Glasgow . 4000
Stewincke, E‘ud at Synod. .......... 1830
Kuoox chureh, Pictou......... [ 16 42

The sums acknowledged from St. John's
church Sabbath school, St. John, N. B., were
collected as follows:

F.AML, KM, Sup.
Miss Galbie ...... .... S241 S0 33

“ E. Henderson 8020 201 112

“ M. Logan.... 050 025 205
Master I1. Drury.. 070 254 090

“ I, L. Roberts 020 115 ...

“ H. Corbitt... 025 200 025

$1 85810 36 S4 63
N.B.Cy...... S$16 86 £17 00

The $10.70 acknowledged from Salmon

River, N. B., were roised thus:

Miss Mart:a Harper........... 4 50

¢ Mary Lister......... ieee. 300

« Sarah Smith.........u.en 140

“ Anme McDonald......... 160
N.B.Cy.evennnn $10 50 S1070

PAYMENTS FOR “RECORD.”

The Publisher acknowledges receipt of the
following sums:

ANr. 8. McNaughton, Guysboro'..... S0 621
Mr. P. Smith, Bedford. .y aueensnnnss 030
Miss MeNab, Halifax............... 2350

Rev. W. R, Frame. Summerside, P.EL 500

Mr. John Scott, Charlottetown, PEI. 600
Rev. E. A, McCurdy. Mucqlmdobmt 800
Thomas Fenerty, Esq., England..... 0623
Mr. W. Ross, Pretou.....vut.s . 1150
Rev. Mr. Salinon, Clnpman N. 450
Rev. S. Bernard, Florenceville, . 630
Mr. C. ‘\lcPhere-on, Cape l\orth, (.. B 100
Mr. Angus McLean,  ** 100
Mr. Joseph Heallen, b o 100
Catherine McPherson, © “ 100
Ky, Donald McKinnon, ** o 100
Dr. Waddell, St. John, N.B......... 060
Halifax . oooiviiiininnanann, .
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