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Oy THE GRDATNESS OF THE £VIL OF SIN.
Purge out the old leaven,—I Cor. v.

'I'ree old leaven, which the Apostle here exhorts
“the faithful to purge out, is sin: which like a poi-
sonous leaven, has infected from the beginning,
and still continues to infect the whole mass of man-
kind. The Jews, as you know, by one of their
-ceremonial and figurative laws, were stnctly pro-
hibited at this holy time from eating, or even kecp-
Ing in their houses any thing leavened. The mean-
ing of which ceremony is explained to us by St.
Paul in the lesson of this day. where, alluding to
the practice of the Jows, he exhorts us 2o purge out
the old leaven, ina spirituaf sense. and fo become a
new lump, as e are unleavened; for Christ our
pasch ss sacrificed: meaning that, the figure being
faifilled in Cbrist, must sglso be fulfilled in us.
That asto the gurative pasthal Imb, the maysti-
eal food end victim of the Jews, ig substituted the
zeal paschal lamb Jesus Christ the inhocent Lamb
of God, and the divine food and victim of the
Christians; so, to the fignrative purging out of the
leaven practiced by the Jews, might succeed our
spiritual purging out of the leaven of sin, that we
may thus be worthy to partake of the flesh of the
real paschal Lamb; of whom the Jewish paschal
famb was buta type and shadow. FPherefore con-
cludes tbe apostle, let us feast not with the old 3sq.
ven, nor with the leaven of mcliceand wickedness;
but 1with the unleavened bread of sincerity cnd
2ruth,

At present therefore the Cliurch of God by a spe-
cial law obliges her children fo purge out this old
tecven of malics and wickedness, that, being thus

=

their hearls the leaven of sin, the leaven of malice
and chk?df_zé&; let not such presume to eat of the
ch@wm For, aMoses of old declared to
the Jews thut whoever, during the time of the pass-
over, should cat leavened bread, that soul should
perish out of Israel; (Egod. xii. 15.) sothe great
apostle and doctor of the “Gentiles assures us, that
whoever at this divine bifiquet eatets or drinketk
unworthily, cateth und dninketh Jjudgment to him-
self. not discerning the body of the Lord, 1 Cor,

It is not however meant that such persons are
not at all to approach to this heavenly feast. No
the commandment of the church obliges all at this
time to keep the pasch; and he, who neglects to|

hear the Chureb, is, as our Lord declares, 2o be
looked upon as akeathen &, a. publican. that is, as
one incapabije of inheriting-eernal life.  Almighty

ed to eat the pasch, as w:}g
to cat it, without baving dyly. purified themselves
and purged out the old lozyen, to-be exterminated
fromomong his people, Numb. ix. 13. In like
manner shall they, swho neglect to receise the bo-
dy of our Lord-at this time; as well as they who
receise it unworthily, be exterminated from among
the peotic of God. Here then we have a two-
fold obligation; an obligationof eating the pasch,
which necessarily includes in it the obligation of
disposing ourselves for eating it worthily. #¥here-
fore, says St. Pan), let ¢ man prove himself, and so
\2et him cct of thot bread and drink of the chalice:
| for kewho eateth or drinketh wunworthily, eatcth
and drinketh judgment tv himself, not discerning
the body of the Lord.

‘Were e only properly cominced of the great-
ness of the cvil of sin, and of its dreadfnl conse-
Fqucnccs for (ime and eternity, we should not need

<leansed from the defilements of sin, they may wor-
thily c?lcbmlc the true Christian passover, by ap-
proacking to theholy sacrament of the altar.

‘Many ofus, I trust, have already purged out
this old learven of sin; and some have already cat-
en thfzir paschal lamb; while others are going this
morming to partake of the same heavenly food.
But of all those who have caten, or who are going
o eat their paschal lamb, are there nane amo:fr 8,
in whose houses, that is, in whose interior, in \v:ixosc
souls, nothing of the old leaven of sinis tobe found?
Have all so purged it out, as to have become a new
tump, an wnleavened bread pure & unmixed? f.et
stch as have done so approach with confidence to
‘;he table ?f the Loxd, and feast with joy on the
iread ofdife, for tothem itisa feastindeed. But if|
ary are conscious to themselves of stifl telaining in'

|

;2 sfrong inducement forus to withdraw ourselres

’long exhortations toinduco us togetrid ofit as
soon as possible. We would think oursclves hap-
:py indeed o have it stillin our power to atone for
"it; nor would we rest satisfied till such time as we
“had every reeson to helieve that we were perfectly
reconciled with our offende ! but merciful God. It
‘is with the view of producing this salutary effect
'on the minds of these ameng us, who may  be con-
!scious to themselves that they are still in the statc of}
'sin; as wellas of guarding those, whoat  this hioly
time have had the happiness of recovering their in-
'nocence, from relapsing into sinany more, that 1
proposc at present {o your serious consideration,
tha greatness of theevil ofsin.  The contemplation
of this hidcous monster in all its deformily , inust be

out of ils reach, nor ever more {o exposo otirselves|!

m A "
to'become its prey?  The great reason why the ge-
nerality of mankindmake so lightof sin, is because
they never thinls how gxeatan evil it is initself, and
how dreadfully fatal in its conseqgences. This is
the cause why iniquity so rouchabounds, and why
so great a proportion-of the human race are daily
perishing without regource.  With desolation. is the
wlwle earth laid desolate, says tbe prophet, because
there is no one who thinketh inlds heart. Jerém.
Xi.

Let us then at present consider with the utmost
attention this soversign cvil sin, that we at least
may hot be of th¢ nuinber of those who perish for
want of reflection. ‘Let us consider in the firat

4‘Dhce how great an evil sin is in itself; and Low
|
God in the old law commended those who negleet- ||
s those who presumed ||

highly injurious to the Majesty of God. And in
the second place how greatanevil itisin its cou-
sequences, and Low destructive of the welfure and
happiness of the creatures. The enormity of sin
in itself, apd its césentin} opposition %o God. the
onormity of sin iR its consequences, andjts cssut.-
tial opposition 1o the welfare and happiness of the
¢roatures; this shall be the subject of my discourse
toyou at present,

1. Sin is not only the greatest ofall culs; tho
sovereign evil; but properly speaking it isthe only
evil. Forall other erils, such as poverty, sichness
aflictions and sufferings of every kind, if we muke
but that use of them which God intends we should,
are sofar from being real evils, that they are to us
the ogcasion of obtaining the greatest gocd, the en-
joyment of himsclfand a happy clemity. Feoriftle
industrious pioorconsider those as their benefactors
who furnish them with emplovment, and afferd
them {the meaws of carningiwith flc sweat of {ieir
brow a mean and scanty subsistence; how inuch
more ought the christian to thuk himself indett-
ed to God for having put it In his power, by such
easy means as the shurt labours and sufferings of.
this life’ to secure to himself the kingdom of Lea-
ven. ‘Thesc temporul sufferings are not  then ret,
but reputed exils. nay,they are rather funvours and
real goods, bestowed upon us by the kind bawé of
Providence; since they are to us produclive of sog
For as the work of the mester, tow-

amuch good.

t

ever hard acd tedious, is a real good (o the ser-*
vant, because it procures him a hire propertioned
to his toil and labour; so the evils ofthis kfe, emn
alone excepted, arc a real good to the Chistiana
because, according to St. Paul, the present tridu-
lation, which-is momentary and short, workeh for
us above measure ercesdingly an elernal weight of .
glory. 2, Cor.iv. 17, co
Whereas sin is an essential ¢yil; and (he oy
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evil from which an good, but evil is derived: for,
a8 the same holy Apostle affivms, the wages of sin
18 death, Rom, vi. 22, Itis the only evil, which
©od neser made; which God, though omnipotent,
<ould not make; because he is essentially good;
nod what is essentially good cannot producc what is
cssentially ovil.  Because ho is essentiglly perfect;
aud that which is essentially perfecl.cz& produce
¢hat which is essentaly bad: for essential evil is
the very reverse of essential perfection... Sin is
therefore the sovercign evil, as Godis the svve-
reigo good; and therefore it deservesto be hated
withe sovereign hatred, as God deserveg to be
toved with asoveseign lovo. This then is the mea-
6urc of yeur hatred for sing that you hate and ab-
horit as much as you love God. Now if there is
any thing in this world which welove as much as
God, then we do not love God as we ought. And
&f there i any evil in nature which we abhor and
avoid as much as sin, thenwe donot abher and
avaid sin as much as we are in duty bound to do.
Besides, sin is a formal contewpt of God, in as
nich o5 by it the sinner prefers the creature, and
oflen the very meanest of creatures to the Creator.
L'or finding bimself in the absolute nccessity of
citherrenouncing the unlawiil pleasure hie proposes

7o himscl{ in commilting sin; or of losing the di-‘

vine grace sad favour; he chooses rather to break
tricudship with his God, and toforfeit his grace,
tiran to forego the proposed criminal satisfaction.
Fxithe mean time be knows that God deserves to
be love2 and preferred before all things; and this

koowlenge serves to augment bis guilt, and to |

Leighien the outrage offered to the Deity; since, in
#pifoof vhat heknows, he still prefer-a vile crea-
wure, Ind the gratification of his passion before him.
YWhat en insult is bere offered to the divine Majes-
1v'  And by whom? By e poor worm of the carth.
‘F'his is what malkes the insult so intolerable. For
-h" irelnousvess of an offence is always estimated

- the dignity of the persanoffended and the mean-,
ness of (he offender.  If oue insults his equal the |
offence is not so great asif he insulted his superior;
ssifa servant, for inslance, insulled his master.
Bl if a subject insall bis sovereign; if a beggar in-
sult the king, the offence becomes a cepital crime

upd deseryes death.  Every insuft then, which thei
sinnet offess Lo God, who is infinitcly mised in dig-:

aify abovr all the creatures, must be an offence in-
titmtely Licinous, and consequentls must deserve an
wfinife chastisement.

A4dd to this the black ingratitude of the sinner

owards the best of Benefactors, whose inestima-,
"God? assisted by thy grace I will never more be

ble favours he repays with the verv worst of evils.

His breach of the indispensable obllgouon of ever|

losing, honouring and serving God. which obliga-
tioais nothing less than ivfinite, otherwise he might
acQuil bimself of it in time. so that after some giv-
an term-be would no longer be bound to luve, hon-
our, and serve his God; whichis evidently absurd.
Now #f this obligation is infinite, 03 it most cer-
tainly is, it necessarily follows that every breach of|
4tasa crimo of infinile malice, because it is the
breach of an icfinite obligation.

Bt eofhiogéan give us such an idea of the enor- |

mity of sip, as what. St, Bernard aflirms upor the
subject. ¢ Thesinner,” says ke, * who prcfers
his own will to the will of God, destroys and anni-
hilates, as much as in him lics, the very being of a
God. Forhe must wish either that God were ig-
norant of his sin; or that he had no power to chas-
tisc him for bissin; or that he had not, any wili to
punish his sin.
without wisdom, without power, without justice.
Buta God without wisdom, a God wihout power,
a God without justice,is no God, Thereforo the
sinner would wish there were no God,? Dmt in-
sipieas in corde suo, non est Deus. Tgé" ‘_&;‘md
in his heart there is no Ged.

‘ In fiue,” continues the same holy Father, ¢ wd
must observe that the very essence of the Deity
consists in his independence and the absolute do-
minion he has overall his creatpres, So that if but
one man could exist without depending upon Gad,
God would thencease to be God, aud that .man
would occupy his place. Now as the sinner does
aotchoose to depend upon God, but wirhdraws|
bimself from his dominion, and refuses himhis
obedience, he wishes consequently to swrest the
sceptre from the omnipotent hand of God, to strip
him of hiscrown; and as wuch as inhim lics, {0
deprive him of his very existense,*

Christians? whata complication of| gmlt,\s hcre'
And yet all this complication.of guilt is found.in,
the perpetration of one singlemortat eio. O cruel
and uanatural monster, sin; which armest the crea-
ture against the very author of its being and of all
its gond! Which forcest the Creatar tocast away
for ever, aspolluted by thec, the noblest portion of
his work; ard to devole to. endless misery those,
whomhe had mado to be for ever happy in.the
enjoyment of himsel{! But, ¢ bling presumption ?
O fatal and unaccountable madnessof the sinner,
who daresthusto wage war withtho Almighty, and
to setall his power atdoSancoe! Great God! how:
canst thou endure for one moment such msolencc
in 2 mere worm of thisearth,

The reason, Christians, why Alminlty God
bears so very patiently with sin, is the extreme de-
sire ho has of the sinner’s conversivn, He is loath
to sce his beloved creatureperish. for he still loves
the sinner, though he hates the sin, and would save
L, did hebut consent in time to be separated
from the sin. O the stupendous goodness, the in-
effable mmercy of my God, who while 1 wasso out-
mgcously offending bim, had nolbing moreat heart
than my eternal welfave!  And shali 1 stitk conti-
nueto provoke so good a God by siv? No, my

guilty of such monstrous ingratitude. I will think
onmy pastsins inthebillerness of my soul, I wiil
judge myself aowas the apostle exborts, and con-
demn myself, that thou mayest not judge and con-
demn me hereafler

2% Having considered the greaness of tho
evil of sin initself, and its opposition tv God; Iet us
pass onfo consider the greatness of this ovil io its
censequences, and 1ts opposition to the welfare and
happiness ofthe creatures, «

He must wish then that God weref|

The dreadful conscquences of sin appear fitst in

170

]

thé condemnation of the rebel angels. No sooner
had*tliose once glorious spirits cuasented to sin,

than‘ie firo of hell was enkindled against them

Theirbeauty was instantly changedinto the very
excess of deformily; and from tho height of heaven
were they procipitated into theflaming, decp, un-
quenchable abyss,

Man was cretted tosucceed in their room, and
ivherit thatbliss, from whichthey had fallens Man
therefobe becomes tho objéct of théir envy; andt
they-ciidtatour to compass thexuin tfthis new fa-
vourite of heaven, Satax, thecliiof of those rebel”
spirits, being allowed to put man’s fidelity lo the

test succeeds in tempting our first parents fo diso-
bey the command of God, by eating of the forbid-
den fruit; and thus renders them his accomplices in

guilt.

But mark now the dreadful congequonces of sin
in the human race; and the many miseries tempo-
ral and eternal flowing in upon us, liko a deluge,
from the crime of otiF first parents.

Man baridg therélote yielded to tho suggestion
of the ficnd; bis &oul' was immiediately stripped of
berotiginal i muocence. Her knowledge, in which
shio  phoudly wised 16’ “live cqualled God
hirgself, became overchudeﬁ with igoorance, and
liableto error gad illusion, Tt passions, to long-
arufdér readon’s controul, began tomutiny and to
dofnincer in their turn. Her body, which had
been created immortal endincormuptible, was made
liablo to all kindsof diseasos, and was finally
doomed to refura o thedust from whence it was
taken; and thus thévhale- man, now vitiated by
sin, was sentenced first {0'the temporal death of
the body; and finally tothat of (he body and sout
in the flames of hell.

1t is true, God moved by his unspeakable merey
hod resolved to putit in man’s power to rise again
from his {allen state; and t regain his lost inben-
tance. Butstill all the children of Adam st
feel atleast the temporal effegts of sin.  And they
who neglsct {5-profit by the means allowed themn
of regaining that bliss, from svhich ali have fallen,
after b:mng beensuh Jcctcﬂ inthis Jife to the tem-
poral cbnsequences of sin, shall in the nextbe alsc
subjected to the eternal,

Lret us then consider adittle more in particular
those consequences of sin temporel aud eternal,
that we may form to ourselves once for alla pro-
per notion of this sovereign evil; andlearn to de-
fest and 16 shun the poisonous source, from twhick
such waters of bitterness flow.

Bdanhad no sooner revolted from his God by sin
{aan he found the inferipr partof himselfbeginning
to rebel against the superior. His whole frame
was unhioged; and his passions, which had  been
given him only as incitements to wkat is landable
and becoming a rational creature,began 1o tyranize
over him; and have since proved the cause of all
1he moral evils; {bat have over nﬁhcted tho human
race. Look :ouud you, dear chmhans, and con-
sider for a moment the prcscnlstate of the world,
and see into w’hut exeess {he, unhappy chiliren of
Adam re hurricd by Ib'-}r unruly passions,

Inali ranke and degrees. ofdife. wo, Qiscover no~
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. bt ] that ¢ thera, theyfhas o wuch suffered inall her facultics and pow-
thieg but persons sacrificing their honout, qxcn‘vs\; :gg:z‘:d tx;grgz}'{;“‘%:’m {i’%du#"i'"m;:‘%s' é:‘,“ce‘; ers ; the body has no less suffered in all lis sfnn 3
tuo, and their canscienco to the groat idol ;.nttor‘chsn; was that thing 1o be found in nature, to which di-f, ) members.  For whoshall attempt to describe
and breaking through every logal rezf:lratmmleir vine bonors were not paid. The very vices and |y ,umberless disenses, to which the human frame
witbholds them from attaining to the objee " Beliql||passions of men were consectated inlo so many i, ge fiable ; thot frante which, till poliuted with
wishes. Others, styled . seriptur ‘S(’loni:%mﬁon diviuities : andno species of wxckcdncss could be sin, vasincorruptibleand immortal t Drutwy near to
:;r?p}.t}n?:s ‘;.ezp?sc :::,::‘,lfom?—:t‘i‘:n- ‘alfthat i; deviscd, that had not]a l.x:cndy for its patron and mo- the bed dfffdcatlr, and read there in the pains and
e dite itse 181 O 3 imaginary deily. . A . e
near and dear ;o them in this wosld end i.nthe next defg&n f.,.;“,: g:,cﬂm gu-mm:a tirae, in conse- ‘;%Z“:;i°f£’r"S:;k_“"‘in;:::;';;éoss‘&edeﬁstfv ?’fth;;r;
in order to gratify a beasily appetite, which leaves i onec of thi: same ignorence, the miud of man ¢ “,.p ) ering Ing e
i i transport, but shamo . : rror and incredulity. [|{himself in all the variety of avguish, and rackiy
nothing behind the momentary transport, b hag still continued prone o erro SUIY 1 (orments he endures Or into those hospi-
guilt, and resose. Some W PO e maans of 1Hence #o many heresies bave appeared In the tals, where ever dis.ense' ?a: d ; v's't. the cétl',
with envy, ant meditatiog in silence the means of il vorld, the nuthors and abettors of which have oﬁfzn ftl, everal gﬁen " a:;l 0 Iim’l : lﬂ, l‘.a,;‘:_
undoing their boted rivals. O}hers transported || . acovored to establish and propagate them w.xth o 1:“ v :]a tre) ’a p :‘;tlm > tp:x.ci .ef otk
«ith anger, vowing and execufing rovenge. To fire and sword. Every age of the (}bristmn tyo their I'SI‘ hmliegs ln | eﬁ in ‘;mns: \'g (i). . gt
say nothing of the commun effects of pride, b2t | 6purch is masked with some new defection from f|sufferings. . cre '301;, ‘d"e w5t born 0‘15:1‘1"31"
great general vice, which insinuates itselfinto allhyp o itk but none so much as that in which we[pears in all iis terrors, lording n.d unmcrce)x “"f $ o
our actions, and scerns.to pervade the whole massfo..  Byery new year brings us some new systems j ver the unhoppy children of Adom. Or if vou
of mankind from the bighest to the lowest; from of religion ; and men =t present differ not so much t:ould wish to see a scenc still more humiliating,
the king to the beggar: let us oaly consid. = 1ls fa- from one  dnother in their features and complexion ifa scene more humiliating than this can be ; g0
4al effects in those whom if fires with ambition, as in their creeds and modes of worship, as if re to the burying -places '0{ the dea‘d, and contem-~
and prompts to affect thesceptre and the diadem, ligion were still to be discovered, and had not platethere the mould.er.mg ﬁfxgmen.tsof the uman
“What, drea:iful calamities bavenot the proud eon-iiy already sufficiently revealed by Jesus Christ, frame. .Sece them mixing with tl.xexx‘ mo}hcr earfis
tentions of such produced inthe world! Throughllysseed discord and division has everbeen the poy-{{acd trodden under foot. Here indeed is scen th:-
what blood and slaughter do they not commo;.nly {ltion of thase, who breaking lobse from the unity of || havoe sin makes in the world, and the fulfilment ol
wade towardsa throne. Famiae .and .devastation iy, Catholic faith, have preferred the extravagant|jthe sentence passed upon ourfirst father Adam,
mark theirprogress. The most populous and wesl- |} cies of their own heated imaginations, to the surejjand, in him, on all his posterity : from the dus?
thy citics are taken, plundercd acd destroyed withitap g invariable testimony of the universal churcb. |jweré thou taken, and info dust thou shali ze-
alltheir inhabitants; and whole nations.are 1id{iOf such it bas been foretold that they shall be ever jitusa, .
~wpsto and desolated with fireand sword. Turnyourilfeurning, but shall never came to the knowledge of|| But what are all these temporal cunsequences o .
cyes tawards our pejghbor nation. - Consider et arush ¢ always arowing worse and worse; erring $in, compared with theeternal?  What are all. the
France alone has suffered.during her .Jate-event-W,n 2 driving into error.—~2 Tim. iii. miseries and sufficrings of thislife, compared witn
ful revolution, -and whatstreams of buman blood{l Qut of all thego monsirous sects there bath anisen {|those which God in his wrath, has treasured for hus
have evory where bowed in.that ushappy kingdom, {lare in our latier days, more monstrous than them Hlenemies in the fifo to come?! The frighted ima-
+hile the great and virtuous continued to fall be- (Jall together: and which, to judge by the progress it {isination recoils with borror at the thought, of that
xeath her murdering machines, Next see an uni-|ldaily makes, will in all probability, soon swallow jiimmense gulf of fire into which the wicked aro
versal svar enkindled all over Eurgpe, extondingit-jiithemup. ¥ mean the fashionable sect of our.deists /| plunged; and which according to the prophe Jsai.
self to the remotest corners of the carth, and sweep-{land freo-thinkers. These seeing the wanver injlas, the breatk of the Lord Like a torrentof brim-
ing before it o many. millions of {he human race. {fwhich christians are divided among ttemselves i stons enkindles. x. 2. ¥hat mind can can
What fhink you, is.the causo of such greatand ex-fiahout the great truths of revelation begin to i ceive, or tongue can deseribe thetvretcbed cén-
tensive calamities? Notbing, dear Christians, butjlcall in question x:evelaﬁor itself, and todition of these, who, on account of sin, are cad*
that tyrannical dominion, which, since the fall offisap the very foundations of christianity. They ||fosth for everfrom the face of the ‘Lord into }};a‘
Adan, the passions have usuzped over.the mind of inever think of looking back to theirmother church, |i}and of misery and darkness described by the holy
man. These, Jike so meny demons, continve tojlto tho holy religion of their ancestors, from which (Job, wherethe shedowof death, and no order, bt
Tash him on in his criminal coreer; and to burry himllthuy bave strayed ; orif they do, they discover no- ||everlasting horror dwells. x. 22" Where no-
headlong into all kinds of vice.and atrocity. thing in her that atiers their passions, to which |[thing isto be seen amidst the darki apd scorchirg
Another fatal consequence of tke sin of our firstithey areenslaved. Wherefore, turning from her|{flames, that gleam over all the surface of that woe -
parents is, that ignorance which has since sofjwithdisgust, they fix their cyes on the more indul-jjful region, but the bLideous forms znd ijg’ﬁﬁu‘x
clouded our minds, and has proved a most copiousiigent sects of the day ; and in them they spy no-

phantoms of their furious tormentors the devils; but
source of the greatest evils to mankind. Fgr, not{|thing: but iuconsistent and contradictory crecds. |fredhot bolts and cbains, but corpiong and fiery
{0 mention the hindrancé it puts to our advance- [ Concluding therefore that the whole of religion is|idragons; but all thatis, or can'be Smagined, mor.

ment in learning, in which fhe mind of man takes flone systemof imposture, they easily debarras them.- [[strous and terrifying. Whére Hothing 18 to be
such delight ; aud in the knowledge of all thoso |{sclves of what ittle remains of it they had hitherto|{beard but the shreaks and.groans, b¢ howlings and
things that are not conuected with the duties of {{retained, and commenco ifs most sworn and invet-{{yellings of their companions ~iu}"ir:ﬁse’rg,': but o
religion ; how extremely hurtful znd pernicious inf|erate enemies. Unhappy man! who in thy scarch {|Toud shouts and jeerings, wn “8cofis and reproch-
a religious sense has not s ignorance proved atjlafter the cternal truth, 1o which of thyself thoufjes of insulting fierds, thew-£rucl exccutioners’ dn
all times to the grest bulk of maukind, over whost jicanst not rise because of the extreme weakness ofjjfine, but the curses avd ‘BIhsphe!ﬁfe’s which' the
winds it bas spread, and (in spite of the great Tight ji thy corrupt nature, wilt not allow thysclf to bel{damned in* despair gour fourth agaivst thot G,
of revelation, which tho redeemer has brouglitinto {|directed by the onty guide hat God has given thee, i whose justice now Triexorable cah nevér be 2p-
the world) still continues to spread the dark and|fto bring thee to that truth : nor use the only reme- {[peased. . - o ¥
dismal aight of infidelity. Take a view of thelldy that can cure the igrorance of thy nativitya|l Such dear Clisistians, -is the ‘&réry Ealiiléﬁén,
world before the coming of aur Saviour ;-and seeithe infellible testimony of the Church, which alljlsuch tho dismal abods, whith the justice of God
to whatexcesses 25id absyrdities in point of reli-}Jlare commanded 1 hear, under pain of being reck-|has ‘prepared for the impenitént sinngr ih 1he wopld
gonall the nationt.of the oaith, (that of the Jews{ianed a3 heathens and publicans.—~Mat. xviin 26, [|to come. a, placo hexe all eiligfound, withenr
alone excepted, and ey sko frequently erred the Teist Snixture of good: nnd; whese:

Such dear Christans, arcthe fatad consequerncesitihe oist Sixlure of good: ond; Wheve tolhinahat’
-3¢ thezest). baddeen buried birthls fatal ignor-|{of'sin on the human mind.  Butifthe sou! of map fithe sigoir of Sivice ré’ge:in:ié ‘,'!él.',‘ca;g. ‘%@gh%(,

i
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as we read in the Gospel, Z'he wicked arc salted)| whatever savoured of religion, virtue, and piety,|
with firr—Where there isweeping, and wailing,{|shall be for ever stunned with the flrcadful noisa
and gueshing of teeth.— Whercthe worm dieth not,} and uproar, the curses and lamentations of the de-
and the fire is ncver extmguished.— Hhere accord-| vils and demned.  When your tongue, that so often
irg to the wise man, (Eccles. xxxix. 33.)|teok the name of God in vain ; that was so accus-
Zherc are spirits created for vengeance, & in their||tomed fo cheat and lic ; that hes been made the (
Sury they shall luy on gricvuus stripes. In thel| guilty vebicle of evil advice, or the cause of discord'
day of destruction they shall pour out their forcesj|and dissention among your fe!low-crcatures ; that
a..d appease the wreth of him who made them,  Fire) has often so little scrupled tomJuTe the ch:?ractcr of
Lail, famine, and death, cnd the tecth of beasts, || your neighbour; has frequently dippedin 1mmode'st ]
and scorpions, and serpents. Where in a word,)/and criminal conversation ; when 'lbat tongue, in}
according to St. John; the wicked shall be made (ol fine, tlmt. 50 seldom was employed in prayer, or in
drink of the wine of the wrath of God; and shall be|| praising its Maker, to whom all praisc is d.uc; shall
tormented with fire and brimstone; and the smoke of || be condemned to curse that God, whom it would
their torments shall ascend upfor cver and ever;|[notbless ; and to pour forth for ever tlx? .mostblt-
and they shall have no vest day or night. Apoc.-|iter and lamentable, but vain and unavailing com

Xiv. 10,11.  Whichofyou can dwell with devour-[plaints. Yes, dear Christians, cach of the senscs,
ing fire, exclaims the prophet Isaias: whick of you (by which the sinner offends his God, shaH find its

small that you céuld scarce psrecive ity if trichled,
on your clothes,  Yet certain it is, that the tune
shall come, when any une of the souls in hell may
at he rate of shedding but one teqr every thou-
sand years, have shed tears envugh notonly to
make suchasea, buteven to drown the whole
world ; tofill up the immense space beetween the
heavens and the earth : and to deluge the whole
creation ! And yet, dreadful to think ! her miscry
were still then as far from ending, as when it first
began,

O eternity. eternity ! hotv litle does the world-
ling think of thee in the milst of hig criminal en-
joyments! How little does the sinner  think of
thee, when he i3 about tosin? How little do I
myself;vho now hol? thee forth to the considerati-
on-ofothers, mae thee the abject of my meditati-

. - . on! But#, .
con endure evcrlasting burnings ? own particular torment in bell. «ou, 0 my God, who hast chosen me,.

Alas! dear Christians, which of us, for any re-| But the most bitter ingvedient of e cup of|

thougk, unworthy, from among men ; and hast com-

ward, could be prevailed upon to hold bis fingerin/{the wrath of God, which the damnog!™issioned me to focd thy sheep ; do thou so fill my

the flame of a candle, but for one quarter ofan hour?, are con'fpcll.ed to drink, is the dreadful reflegiion
But to be chained down for ever to a bed of firc, |that their miscries shall never en(}; ans that their
who can endure the idea of such a torment 2 And,; torments, without mt.crmxsswn o% giminution, shall
yet, as the royal prophet assures us, the Lord will||last for ever, A:}d, indeed, Ifone short nightscems
make hls enemies as anover of fire in the time of|jso long to 2 maniu o burniyg fever ; if he tosses
fiis anger; he shall trouble them in his wrath ; andjjand turns, and 0 whery finds rest; if he counts
fie shzll devour them up. 3. xx, 10 Fire andjjevery minule ang longs for the morning ; how long
trimstene, saye he, and the spirit of whirlwinds,{lah! how maufferably long must that dreadful night
shall be the portion of their cup for ever. x.7.  ||of Siernity scem to the damned, who fecl such ex-
O ye, who at present delight in good cheer, £,6}| quisite and cxcruciatingtorments.! LBut, alas ! that
in drinking off your cups! enemies af ¢he Crose of i night shall never know, the morning 3 morever ex-
Christ whose end 1s destructionawhose God is your| pect the dawning of !hc day. No glimpse of hope
baliy,& who glory in your sheme! Wko now think [{shall ever penetrat{: into t!xo.so gloorPy: regions of]
it hard to obey your holy Mother the Church, when|inever ending dcspa.xr. Millions of millions of years
et certain scasons she commands you {o mortify |jshall roll over their heads ; and ten hundred thou-
your sersual appetites by fusting and abstinence, | sand millions qf ages shall pass away ; and yetat
and thus make up for the sin of disobedience andjjthe end of l}u‘s immense tract o.f time, their tor-
intemperance by which our first parents opened the || meats shall be just as far frt?m ending as when they
flood-gates of misery upon themselves and theiry; first began. Then shall the sinner look back through
postezity ' How shall you some day endure tof|the long and immeasurable space of ages spent injy
swallow down those nauseous draughts of liquid]ihell, on the smalt and scarce pergepuble point of;
brimstone, which the devils shall in mockery holditime, during which he ]u:od on this carlh. : and. he
out for you to drink? Fire and brimstone, and thef[will scarce be able to credit his owa folly in haing |
apirit of whirheinds, shall be the portion of their| for the rapu_l enjoyments of a mpmept, forfeited a,
cup fur ever. Or rather say, how shall you be happy cicrmt_v,. and .that crown o.f immortal glory ||
avle to keep that rigid and eternal fast ; how shall dcsxgnc.d for !"mf tll for his crimes it nas taken ’
you endure that craving hunger, that parching and| from him, and given to some other more worthiy )
intolcrable thirst, to which the rich glutton is con- thxa'l; lx; ; l;vht;1 no\lv. rmgn}s '«I»iztb his God in heavcn,”

3 2 -/ while he lies howling in hell.

gf: l?::i;mA:gg:i‘;;‘;? f,:gf; ’;‘r:)r;zsgtlib;::[:, Here spi‘rilual \YthC{s scx:uplc not to assert, and
how shall the ecene, alas! be changed 1n your re- their assertion, which is evidently true, is cnough
gard, wicn instead of the short-lived beauties, on ' "
which you were wontto gaze with such rapture, and make the vary hair of our liead 'st.'md on cnd.
taminal desire, youshall behold nothing but tude-fj They assert, thatsucha soul wouid find herself]
fus spectres and ternfying apparitions.  When, in- 'cun51dcrably comﬁ.;rtcd, were she but assured that
stead of those carnal embraces, in which you took | she should be; deliveredourof hell, when, at the
sach sinful delight, you shall find yoursclves closey rate of shedding but one tear every thousand years,
focked in the foul embraces of fiery dragons, thaty;she should have sh.cd tears enough tomake an o-
shall gnaw intovyour bosoms, aad prey upon your, cean, like ()m.t which surrounds.our globct The
vitals forafl etermity ! When your cars, that listen- || imagination is more than lost in cumputm.g.thc
cd with such altention, to the malignunt whispers of |y time it would require to shed sucha prodigious
fctraction and calumny , to lewd and immoral dis-{! flood of tears.  For, as the world has not yet lasted
course ; or tothe scoffs of thcimpious at God and]| six thousand years: the first of the damned

mind with the awfil idea of eternity ; do thou so
aid end assistme with thy grace, that while 7 preach
to others, I'may not myself become ¢ castaway,
Do thou afso give' to my wotds the power of tou-
ching the hearts of my hearers, and ofpersuading
them, in fine, totake off their afiections from _the
perishable goods of fhis world, and fix them on

iose ot the world to comet’
After allf have said tonceming the evil of sify,

and its dread{ul consequences for time aud eterni-
ty ; T have bnt one observation more to make,
which will embleeach of us to bring home the
Sibject to himself in particular: and that is, that
if’ the sin of ourfirst parents, that of only eating an
apple against the command of God, could bring
upon themseltres, and entail on all their descend-
ants suth an endless teain of calamities ; what has
not the habitual sinner to fear, whose transgress-
ions of the divine law are daily so inultiplied, and
each of them is probably of a much deeper dye *
And has he not also the more cause to dread their
consequences, as now the whole ofhis guilt rests
with himself alene, and is not, like that of our first
parents, cxtended to others: so that the sinnar
now alone must take all the consequeuces of his
sin. But if the conscquences of only cating an
apple against the command of God, are so drcad-
fully fatal, when extendead toali; or in other words,.
if that sin, so comparatively small, could bring
such missries on the whele human race; what
misery is not the impenitent-sinner exposed to,

to chill the blood in our veins with Lorror, and to, whose sins exceed in number the hairs of'his head;

and each of them, perhaps, is morc henious than
that of our first parents, the full conscquences ot
which he must now take upon himself alone.
Christians! letusstop hereat last, for there is
no end of reasoning onthe enormity of the evil of’
sin, and on its dveadl consequences. Fo what-
cver side we turn ourse vesto <consider this mone
strous evil, the mind isapt tolose itself in- a bound-
less and fafhomless abyss. No finite mind is ca-
prble of fully ¢ mptehending the Deity. No fin-
ite mind thercfore ¢an: fully. comprehend the cvil

is salts, 23 bis holy Clurch and Wer Pastors, at ;could not as yethave shed six tears. a quantity so|
<4 . i .
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of sin. Only God himself, who knows himself,can
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trow the full extent of its snalice and enormity.
O if there is still any consideration remaining” to
he made. capable of adding to our idea of the enor-
wuty of sm wis the reflection that nothing less
could atone tor at, than thy mearnation, sufferings
aud death of the Sun o Gud; so that by the
areatness of the atunement we may judge of the
iwinousness of the offence. 1t may be proper also
so recotleet how vam and froless it renders even
ad the good we doan tins Wy smce it is of funh
that & soulin the state of mortal siny not ony fur-
113, s0 long as she remains in dmt deplorable
ate, all the mevits of her former good works; hut

5 also wholly ineapable of deserving for the best}l

wuths she can perform, the least reward in the hte

‘w vame. Fur Gad owes nothing to his enemy, but

ouishment.  The soul besides in that state is dead, |

her vital principle eharity, or the love of God being
l-xlinﬂ‘uisﬁed in hee by sin.  For ke, ko loves nof,
<ays St. John, remains in death. And hence the
apustle St Paul declures, that should ke give alllus
guods to the poor, and his budy to be burned, and
Rave not charily, it twould profit him nothing. 1
L0 xiii. What an ideamust not ail these con-
siderations give us of the infinite malice and enor-
wity of sin. Indeed, what is bell itself’ and all its
rorments, compared with sin?Held is but the effeet
ofsin, and the cause is always greater than the
oflect.  Onthis very account all the tormentsof
tell will never equal the guilt of one single mortal
-ut; and hence the eternity of their duration.

If then, dear Christians, you have reason to
fear that youare still under the domination of sin,
delay not a moment in profiting of the means.still
allowed you of extricating yourselves fromso %fnt
an evil, and of recovering the liberty of. the Chil-
dren of God. A few tears proceeding from a con-

rite heart, and the humbge confession of yonr
snilt, with the firm resolution of sinning no .nore,
will at present go farther -to expiate your iniquity,
thanalt the flames of hel] for an endless eternity
hereafter. . v :

Behold then now is the acceptable time; now is
{ne dayof salvation. Work therefore, as your Sa-
viour cxhorts while yet it is light, lest you be over-

‘I demonstrated, that thero is no impassibility, no
contrarhiction, noabsurdity, in the Catholic doctrine
of Transubstantiation. 1 provéd, nnt only against
‘tho sectarios, who admit the scripture, but against
the Deists, who reject it, that God has the power
 of changiog, if he please, the substance ofthe bread
‘nnd wing, into the substance of his body and bloed,
preserving, still, the sensible quulities of the bread
and wine, I have, thus, I trust, removed from the
mindsof all sincere enquirers after the truth, those
| obstacles, which a blind and unrcesonable enslave-
ment to the impressions of their senses, throws in
!the way of that calm consideration, with whick they
are bound to hear the words of Omnipotent Truth.
'If, then, I shall now make plain from the sacred
| writings, that the Redeemer of mankind has been
' pleased to perform this wonderful change ; that he
has, in thomost positive, express, and literal man-
ner, declared, that tho bread is changed into bis
body, aud the wine into his blood ; no one, who ad-
mits his power—no one, whobelieves bis divinity;
no one, who receives the scripture as the word of
bis truth—-can refusc to bow down, with the Catho-
lic Churcl, and adore the body and blood of Jesus
Christ, substantially existing in the blessed sacra-
ment of the altar, under the outward appearance of
bread and wine.

1 say, then ; if our opponents admit, asthey must
tho possibility, how can they deny the fact? In
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Paul, Christ says :—
¢¢Take and cat : this is my, body, which shuil be
delivered for you.—Take and drink, thisis my
blood, which shall be shed for you.” In John, he
says: ‘‘ Amen, amen, I say unto you, unless you
eat the flesh of the son of man; and drink his bldod,
you shall not have life inyoli, for my fleshis meat

Laken by that night, in which no man can work.
And when you have reason to believe yourselves
freed fromssin, and reconciled with your merciful
God 3 O let nothing ever afier induce you to loso
his friendship again! Let your resurrection from
the death of sin to the life of grace be, like that of
vour Saviour from the grave, veal and permanent,
Vor Christ, says the apostle, once dead dies no
more : death has no more power over him. If then
you are visen with Christ, scek the things that are
above, where Chkrist sitteth at the right hand of]
tod. Mind the things that are above, not the
things that are on the carth, For you are dead,
and your life is hidden with Christ. Now when
Christ is come, who is your & % then . all you also
appear wilh him in glory.~Coloss, ii'.  So be it.
in the name, &e, '

_ SELECTED.

Vrruments in favour of the Catholic doctrme of Transub-
slantiation and the real presence; Seletted from the
sumans preached on that subject by the Reverend Rich-

————

Hayes. Continued.
SERMON II.

FACT OF TRANSUBSTANTIATION, FRONM
SCRIPTURE,

“ Thave veceived of the Lord that which I alsr del;

you, Lord Jesus, the night in'lca&tggtd;l: v’wa:“dbt:-

st e et ot b Sl
al; inis ] i

Jor you‘.;ldo‘ihei: or‘gemy o o, el

manner also alice, ing: This

<halice i3 the new tc:tg;uent i my dlood: qcy‘}:gye as

ot;t:na ? oyou shall drink <8, fc commemoration of me.
as e A

Tovas ﬂmyou : ou shall ¢c2 this bread, and e

1 shew the dea R
¢come.,’~} Cor, ¢. 3. v. 28, &c,d' °-f ﬂle Lord th.'l ke

indecd, and my blood is drink indced.”> Paulagain
says: ¢ The chalice of benediction which we bless
is. it not the communion of the blood of Christ 1—
And the bread which we break, is itnot the partak-
ing of the body of the, Lord 1** Andin another
place ; « Wherc{ore, whosoever shall cat this bread
or drink the chalice of the Lord unworthily, shall
be guilty of the body and of the blood of the Lord.
But let a man prove himself ; and 5o let him cat of
that bread, aud drink of the chalice. For he ¢nat
cateth and drinketh unworthily, cateth and drinketh
juégment to himself, not discerning thic body of the
Lord.” .
Thera are some things, my brethren, so clearand
evident, thot an attempt to demonstrate them, only
gerves {oinvolve them in a factitious obscurity.—
‘Who would undertake to prove, that the sun shines
at noon-day ? Could any argumentof his, add light
10 the lustre, by which the Juminary makes known
its owa presence ?  After I, for instance, who am
but a mortal, had, repeatedly, and with the most
solemn asseverations, stated a fact, would I feel
complimented by a person, who shotld, as repeat-
edly, tell me, that Idid not mean what I said ; that
1 spoko metaphorically ; when I cautiously avoided
the least appeatance of metaphor? Would I make
a distinction between such a caviller, and a man
who should, roundly and plumply, tell me I lied 1
The latter, In fact, would only bo expressing, (in
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a vory uncourfeous way, it is true,) his disbelief of
my words; but the former, while he equally dis-
believed me, would be aggravating the insult, by
wishing to persuade me, that 1 was, not only a
knave, but a fool. Yet, suchisthe treatment, which
Jesus Christ receives from those, who, with his
scriptures in their hands, and his words in their ears
still deny, that he changed bread and wine into
his body and blood !

Were I—a Catholic, believing, as T do, in tran-
substantiation—were I to have been so blest, asg to
sit among the apostles at the last suppcr 3 were I
there anxious, that Christ should make use of words,
which should leave no room for doubt, which should
silence all possible cavil upon the truth of this dog-
ma ; were Iallowed to suggest, to the Sasiour of
mankind, the very terms of the institutiona¥ form ;
could L, could any mau, could any apostle, could
any angel, could the God of eternal wisdom him-
self, have selected words nrore expressive, orsoex-
pressive of the miraculous change he was about to
effect, as those which he actually did use : ¢ This
is my body ?” When I now say that it is his body,
no one dares to tell me, thatI do not mean that-it
is hisbody ; and when Jesus himself says that it is,
shall any one, calling himsclf Christian, or even
pretending to understand the most simple and ob-
vious words within the range of human speech,
dare to contradict the Son of God, and ¢ell him
that itis no his body ? that it is only a sign, a fi-
gure, o representation, Andnl--krow not what=-
which he has pawned upon mankind, declazing it
tobe his body? and ¢hat, with an * Amen, anith,
I say unto you?” and—to keep up the solemn im-
posture—carefully avoiding the moxy distant aliu-
sion to sign, figure, or reizresentation of any kind?
Oh blasphemy.!—Wby, thy very murderers, O Di-
vine Victim ! who were to hangs thee upon thycgoss
on the morrow-—the very Jews, though they called
thee seducer and impostot, never charged thee
L with an impasition so gross as-this?

Well; Calvinists, will you still persist in telling
your Redeemer, that he does nt mean what he
rsays?  Will you still coptend,that it is not his ba~-
dy, after he has, so expressly, sorepeatedly, assur~
ed you, that itis?> What shall I do to remove
your- obstinaey? for, it is 5o absolutely void of the
slightest shadow of common $ense, that I ¢ nnog
even palliate it with the nape of—delusion. Per-
haps, the Son of God':himsclf, if he were to ad-
dress vou in person, might succeed in convincing
you. Letussce. Suppose, then, that Jesus Christ
should descend, once m‘orc,' from his heavenly
throne, and standing, in my place, should invite
you foquestion him on the subject. 'Would you
not rcjoice at the opportnnity, thus given you, to
dispel your doubts forever?  Would you not ea-
gerly ask hirn, whether the sacrzment was really
hisbody? And, if he most solemnly assured you
that it was, wauld not that be énough ? would you
uot instantly bow to his infallible word, and believe

though you do not comprehend ?  Yes; if you de~
serve, at all, the name of Christians, ¥ am convinc-
cd you would. But] awill push my suppositionstill
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Jurther 3 ¥ will supposc the extremest possible case;
namely, that, in spite of this salemn asseveration,
thousauds of you were, not ouly, to persist in your
unbelief, but to turn your backs upon your Jesus,
and abjure him for ever, as a liar and impostor t—
How, think you, would your Savieur act in this
cmergency? Would he letyou go, when a word
would keep you? Would he, who came to teach
you—to die for you—would he suppress the truth,
and by that suppression, leave your souls to rum?
Would the lover of souls do tins? Nay, more,
woull he, again and again, tell you, that you should
¢ eat his flesh and drink lis blood;" and that too,
with the threat of your < not having life in you,”
unless you did it?  Would Christ say tlus, if the
truth did not oblige him? Would he say this, ifat
the sotne time. he only meant, that you were to
eat bread and wine, s the figures of s flesh and
blood? and whea, by candidly telling von so, he
could remove all vour diliculties, atoace, and save
you trom the perdition of infidefity 2 Would, m a
word, the Lamb of God be guilty of so gratuitous,
so cruel an imposture T Now, then; suppose, as
T was saying, that, standing iu this very pulpit, he
were toact m this very manner 1 have just deserib-
ed. Would this, O Calvinists, be sufficicnt for you?
would this remove the obstinacy uf your unbe-
ief?

“It would,” youreply; * but the supposition is
absurd ; Christconld not act so."—1 deny it. e
hasacted so. Read the sixth chapter of John.—
e, ticre, for the fiust time, said: ~ The Lread
which I shal give, is my flesh for the e of the
world.”  Nosouner had the word passed his lips,
than the Jews questioned its possibility, debating
among themselves, and saying: * How can this
man give us his flesh to cat 27 What did Jesus
reply 2 Did he ted them they had mistaken him ?
thatit wasonly, in figure, they were 1o eat his
flesh? No. But, using that asseveration, which,
with Fin, was in Lieu ofan oath, he sad: * Amep,

anien, I say unto you, unless you est the flesh of!
the son of man, and drink his bleod, vou shall not

shall be eaten, even after 1 havo ascended to my
Father?’—Such was the manner, in which the E-
ternal "Pruth met the doubts, the questions, the un-
belief, not only of the Jcws, but of his own disci-
ples. Every word, which their infidelity extort
ed trom him, was but a stronger, and still steonger,
declaration of his corporal reality in the cucharist,
Nay, he saw them go back, quithis company, and
iabjure his doctrine altogether, rather than let fall
a sentence, which might even by possibility throw
"a doubt on the wonderful mystery of Transubstan-
‘tiation. He grieved--Oh!how his loving heartgriev-
_ed at their obstinacy! But he would not purchace
, their salvationat the expense or cven with the pallia
'tion,of the truth. And beholding himself now almost
lalone, turning to the twelve, he said: ““Will you
“also go away?” When Peter like ¢ ery faithful &
rational Christian,subjecting his senses to hig fuith)
"and believing the word of a God, because it was the
word of a God, replied: “Lord to whom shall we
"go? thou hast the words of oternal life, And we
have believed, and bave known, that thon art the
Christ, the Son of God.

To be continued.
e e g

ORIGINAL.

The Protestant, or negative faith, refuted, and the Catholic,
or affirmatiyv ¢ faith, demoastrated from Scripture.

Continued
XXIV.

ON PRAYING FOR THL DEAD.
' PROTESTANTS, coutrary, as we have just seen, to
lihe belicf and practice of the Jewish aud universal
! Christian Church ; and without the merest shadow
tof scripture proof; condemu, and prokibit all
Iprayexs put up, and good works performeu for the
fdead : all supplicatery interposition with 30d in
|their bekalf- all being baptized for then., as St.
| Paul expresscs ite—1 Cor. av. 29.—The ties of,
"their mutual charity ave thus wholly broken ; and

all their religious sympathics, and well »ishing to
one another, destroyed by death, as if they had
never been.  Though conmanded in scripture fo
pray for one another—James v.—~they, as if the

o H X1 . —F - M H . ..
have Jife iv you—For my flesh is meat indeed; and {f_dcad and the living were no longer that one an-

my blood is drink indeed: &c.” What followed?
Why not only were the Jews still more offended,
but many of his own disciples exclaimed: “Fhis
saying is hard, and who can hear it?”  And yet
uponsoalarming a symptom of desertion, how did
Jesusact? e who was so wont to explain hispar-
ables tohis discples, nay soften down his words,
L est they might, prematurely, oflend the prejudi-
- ces even of Lis enimics—did ke do, or say aught,
to stop the spreading apostacy of his ewn follow-
ews?  Did bie palliate? did be explain? did he cloth
in mefaphor, Lis first assertion?—Onfihe contrary,
to confirm its absolute truth; to show them; that
wnqualified belief must be paid 10 his infallible
word. he added to its apparrent impossibility,
by saying: “Does this scandalize youl If then
you shall see the Sonof Man ascend up where he
was before*”  Inother terms: “Youdo not be-
eve,* sayshe, “that I can give you my flesh to
@3, now while Tam present among you, that it

'other, are forbidden to pray for their brethren de-
'parted. They must no more wish well io their
[nearest and dearest friends, for that were fo pray
ifor them. They must take no interest in their
posthumous fate ; but forget them quite, as if they
had never been; and were never more {o meet
again. She is not the true mozher of the child, who,
persisting m her claim to it, can thus with indiffer-
ence see it doomed to destruction, and not inter-
posc with the sovereign judge tospare it,—3 Kings
iii. 26. The recal mother sceks at any cost, to
presene her cherished ofispring from the threat-
ened doom. By such matemal fondness still is the
real mother of the faithful known. She flings not
so her children from her 3 nor forgets her immartal
progeny : but inyiclding themup, when called for,
'by her divine spouse, ske implores him notto deal
with them according to the rigor of his justice;
but{o spare them according {o the mullitude of his

mercies,  Nor will he turn a deaf car to ber sup-
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plication, who hath assured her that whatever she
asks the fatherin kisname, shall be granted to her
Mat. xxi, 22—John xiv, 13,

They are still her children, all those, whom het
spuuse has not disowned ; and for them she exerts
with him her tender solicitude, to induce him by e
blood of his testament {o set thena quickly free, and
send forth his prisoners of hope from the pit, where
10 waler is found: whers no refreshment is now
within their reach ; nor means at hand to nitigate
their paiv.—~Zach. ix. 11, 12. All their velicy
must come from without ; for their day of merito
rious labour is ended, and they are overtaken by

that night, in which, as our Lord assures us, 1o
one can worl.—John ix, 4.

For these she pours forth lier prayers, offcrs up
ber sacrifice, and uses avery deprecatory means for
their relief, till she obtains at last their longed-fo
deliverance : and then she exults in their final ex-
altation to that bliss and glory, for which they
were created ; and where, from the influence they
now have with their maker, they will amply repay
the charitable concern manifested for them in the
hwour of their distress by their mortal brethren here
below.

XXV.
OTF INDULGENCES.

1 Proteatants deny the Catholic doctrine of In
dulgence, without knowing, or choosing to know,
what that doctrinc really is : but, as usual, taking
for granted the studied misrepresentations made ot
it by their crafiy reformers, who found it their tem
poral intcrest to mislead the public; they have
been even brought to believe the wicked absurdity
that the Catholic indulgences are but so wany
licences granted to commit sin. It is truly won-
derful that they, who believo nothing on so greu:
an authority as the unanimous and never varying
testimony of the whole Catholic Church ; soreadi
ly believe every thing against her, even the most
obvious and palpablc falsehoods, on the bare word
of any one known ts be her adversary. Theft
credulity onthe side of ervor is as upaccountably
great, as thelr incredulity, and aversion toknow the
truth. Under the blindfolding influence of the
spirit of error, they exhibit to tho eye of the un-
prejudiced observer, an awful spiritual phoenome
non: their dread of being made acquainted with the
real doctrines of the Catholic Church; and their
bold and unblusking misrepresentation of them.
blaspheming, as Saint Deter says, the things whick
they know not,—2 Peter ii. 12.—and of whick tiey
are wilfully ignorant.~1bid. ch. iil. v. 5,

Anindulgence then,in the Catholic sense, is only
the commutation of a gieater, more difficult, o
longer lasting pennance, cnjoined for past trans
gressions, into a less, more practicable, or shorte
one ; as the spiritua] director, from bis knowledge
ofthe disposition, situation ant circurnstances o)
the penitent, sees fittest to prescribe.

In the rigid disciplinc of the primitive Ghurch
long lasting, sevgre humilinting pennances were
prescribed, public.and always for public and scan
dalousoffences ; private for private ones. These
pennances, public or private, were often prudertly
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shorlened, or changed info easier performances ;‘ judge and condemn aurselves now, we shall not be
sometimes wholly remitted ; as in the case of tieyljudged and condemned hereqfter,—1 Cor. xi 3¥.—
incestuous Corintbinn, on account of ¥is oxtrome ji@uch is the Catholic doctrine ofiindulgence, 1Itis
<orrow and cdifying repentance.~1 Cor. v.—~2 Cor. || hosides, an article of the Catholic faith, that, in or-
vi. 5. Now every such diminution, commutation, [|der to recoive the benefit of an indulgence, ono
or remission of the temporal punishment for past!lmust be in the state of grace : for all w the state
«in, is an indulgence : a total remission, is what 18! of mortal sin, ave cnemies of God; and God owes
¢ lled a plenary indwlgence. nothing to his encmies, but punishment. Al such
But all such pennances, enjoined by the properimust then avail themselves of the micans afforded
wihority, are binding and obligatory ; othenwisa,
1ho Saviour's declavetion to bis pastors, whose sinsiioffended God a thorough reconciliation. This,
you shall retain, they are retmned—John xX. 28;llevery Catholic knows, can never be accomplished
- ~was vain : and that, in perticular made to his |{but by asincére repentanco ; which supposes a real
vhief pastor,—to thee will £ give the keys of thelisorrow for our sins’; a resolutivn never to commit
h:ngdom of heaven : and tohatsoever thou shalt bind}fthem more ; a renunciation of our evil habits; a
an carth, shall be bound alsoin heaven.~Mat. XVi-i rcparaﬁou of all injuries done to our neighbor ; and
M,

them in the Church of Christ, of cffecting with their,

Af then what is thus bound, 1s not loosed in'fa humble, true aud full confession of our guilt to
iLs life, either by the exact fulfillment of the pen-{lour spistual director ; by whose coumsel we are;]ki
nance enjoived ; or by the indulgence granted bylbound to abide, This duty concluded with a,
ik binding authority ; a punishment proportioned lworthy communion, aud the exact fulfilment of,

ta the peanance enjoined here remaing to be en-)lwhatother good works are enjoined, as the condi-

dured hercafler,

But, with 2hekeys of the kingdom of heaven,
sranted to the chief pastor the power to open as we
a5 to shut : to logse, as well as 20 bind : lo forgive,
as well as to refan sin.
tionary power, granted by Jesus Christ tv Lis pas-
tors, that the Church avails herself, , under the con-
stant guidance promised her of the holy ghost, for
tho spiritual advantage and final safety of her chil-

tions of our obtaining an indulgence, will secure to

is{|us all the advantages of one ; and therefore con-
11 {fcssion apd commiunion invariabl

the zonditions on which such a 9F1ritlla! favour is
geintéd. “Totherd aughe i all this encoumging’ to

It is then of this disere-isin, ashas been asserted by the lying reformers?

This granting of indulgence is one of the many

ways, by which, during the present season of mer-'

cy and grace, the Church applies the purifying and
sancﬁgmg efficacy or the Saviour’s atonement to
the souls of her obedient and dutiful children. That

dren. She relaxes therefore, though reluctantly Jithis, or any other of her sacred institutions, may be

iLe primitive holy rigor of her pen
»a the present lukewarm stote of the world, «voumi
wighten from her communion too large a portlons
o} mankind ; who, to aveid the temporal punish-
.cnt here, would thus incur.the efcrnal bereafter.
she uses thus, like a tender mother, the saving
pawer granted er by her divine spouse, of screen-
g her dear children at any rate from the twrath to
«ume; Thess, 1. 10,—Pwlling them, as it were, out
«f the fire : having mercy on others in fear ; hating
also the spotted garment, which is carnal.-—Jude, ||
v. 53.~and substituting, instead of her former|
.1gorous pennances, which lasted often for years, ||
amd corresponded with the immense fervour and
veal of her entliest offspring ; more lenient andli
practicable duties of obedience : for as it was by
disobedience and sinful self-indulgence, that we
tell from God ; so it is by obedience andd self-deni-
af that we can ever hope to rise to him agnin : and
Bienee are we assured in seripfure that odedienceds
hetler than sacrifice.~1 Kings xv. 22
Relying therefore on the saving virtue of obedi
ence, shespares the weakness of the wsak ; and
aitlicts her wholesome severities only onthe strong;
whoin she thereby transmits into eternity, and de-
j.vers up to divine jusii%e,with less to dndure, and
<1 orter account to render, than those who shrink
here from her mild correcting rod. Such she is
forced to icave exposed to the foll measure of their
ynishment hereafter; a punishment far excedingall
har we can imagine endurable in this present life.
Vor it is a dreadful thing, says St. Paul, {0 fall
uto the hands of the living God, Heb, x. 3,~

nances ; which, |2

|

bused, none will deny. DMust then the insiitu-
tion itself, when abused, be rejected? Or is the
Church to bo blamed for the infringement of her
precepts

The jndulgence gpmmcd for contributing towards
the building of St. Peter’s Church in Rome, was
Luther’s first pretended plea for quarrelling with
the Pope ; and the occasion of his apastacy from
the faith. He began by railing agaiust that pav-
ticular indulgence ; the preaching up cf which bad
been transfered from the monks of his order, the
Augustinians, ta those of the Institute of St. Dom-
inic. He next .attacked tho general doctrive of
indulgence : and then continuing fo pull down
article by article, the whole Catbolic faith ; pro-
claimed his work of riin e gloriows refermation >~
his Tandom negatives, his tocse and contradictory
ravings, a fairer scheme of christianity, than any
hitherto existing, ov henceforth imaginable.

Yet, what rational christian, but must own that
the undertaking, for which this indulgence was
granted, was proper, pious, praiseworthy and merit-
oriops? The building of the temple by Solomon;
zsil. the rebuilding of it by Esdras, were under-

i

warded by Godbimself, Andisthe building of a
temple {6 thesame God by the convertednations
less deserving of his approbation? Was it not
becoming the christian world o rear such a
monumeat to the glory of the Blessiah ; who, dis-
owned and 1ejected by the Jews, was received §
worshipped by the Gentiles? To erect on the
ruins of idolotry, laid prostrate in her own warring
capital, au illustrious troyhy to the victorious
prince of pesce? Tobid his blessed bauner be
displayed ; the cross, his royal standard, be exalt-

Apostle, and deputed champion, bad beaten down
the proud imperial standard of Satan; the gory
ensign of Mars, the slaughtering Abaddon ; the
destroyer?

Tobe contiaued.

Whoreas, as the same holy Apostie tells us, if we i
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make part of

ngs, as the scripiure shews, praised and re-

ed, on the remarkable spot, where Peter, his chicf i

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS,

Continued.
NUMBERS,

Chapter 2ith, V.—It is allowed by all that Ba-
Inam s prophetic praise was spoken in favor of the
Church of the redeemer ; of which in the camp of
fsveal he beheld only tho figure. It is of herbe
exclaims : Low beautifularc thy tabernucles, o
Jucob! and thytents, o fsrael! sfswoody valleys;
as watered gardens near the rivers; us tabernu-
cles, which tho Lord hath pitched ; asceddrs by the
waler side,

Verse 7th.  Water shall flow out of his bucket.
The cleansing and rcfrcshing strcam of grace jn
Messiah’s sacrements ; particularly in baptisin.

And his seed shall bein many waters : that is,

his offsprivg born to him of water and the holy
ghost,—John iji. 5~Theso avo his seed of many
waters ; children, no more of the natural, but of
the spiritual Adam, who is Christ. ,
For Jgzag, his King, shull be remored, and his
ngdon: shall be tuken away. This scems to denote
the fall of some great opposing power fo the Sa-
viour’s spiritual sway; the greatest such was pagun
Rome, and her persccuting emperors.

Verse S.— God hath brought him oul of Egypt.

The circumstance of the Saviour’s return out of
Egypt, whither he was carried to avoid being slain
with the innocents in Bethlem, is hore forotold, as
it was aQterwards by the propliet Oseas, 11, 1, un-
der the collective figure of Israel, out of Egypt
kave ! calledmy son, whose strength is like the 22hi-
lno_clerOs; that is irresistible and destined fo pre-
Y vail.
N Zhe Nations shall devour his enemies; and break
\'thcirbones: and pierce them usth arrows, The
Romans first destroyed and scattered his encies, -
Ythe Jews, who had rejected and condemned himio
tdeath. The Romansthemselves next, for perse-
culing Lim in his members, are decoured up, by
the Northern hordes, that broke into their empire;
and thus have been seen in various warfore the na-
lions to devour his cnemies,

Lying down, he hath slept as a lioness; whom
none shall dave to rouse.~This is the same figura-
tive description of the Saviour, as that given by Ja-
cob, inhis blessingsto Juda. Gen.xlix. 9. Shew-
'ing bis terrific miglt if roused, even while he seems
ito slumber, :

e, that blesseth thee, shall also be blessed s and
he that curseth thee, shall also be cursed. Heis the
sovercign and sole source of benediction.
1 Balaam, still full of the shirit of prophecy, con-
tinues, in spite of Balac’s angry remonstrances, to
pour {nrth bis predictions.

Verse 17.—1 shall sce *am, says he, bul notnow:
I shall behold him, but not near. This evidently
points at the Saviour.

A star shall rise out of Jucok: and a sceptre shall
spring up from Jsrael ; and shall strike the chiefs
of Moah; and shall waste oll the children of Seth.
Znd he shail possess Idumeu ; the inheritance of
Seir shall come to their enemies; but forael shall do
manfully.

‘The miraculous star is here predicted, which
appeared at the birth of the Saviour; and the scep-
tre mentioned, indicates his regal dignity. Hence
the wise men from the East, who recognizing the
wondrous sign, and following it, had come to wor-
ship him, enquired: Fhiere 22 he, who is born King
of the Jews ; for we have seen his star in the East,
and are comelo adore him 1His spiritual conquests,
and subjugation of the nations are next alluded to
under the names of Moab, Setd,~Seir, and Jdumea.
These the Prophet follows down, till ke comes fo
the.destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans; and
the disappearance of the Romans themselves.

To be cortinged-
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In St Matt. xviii, 18, our Saviour assured his!
Apostles that whatsoever¥they should bind or loogcl
upon carth, should be bouud or loosed also in
heaven. In St. Johm. xx, 22, le gave them the
Ifoly Spirit, and declaved that whase sins they
should forgive, should be forgiven; and whose Sins
{hey should retain, should be retained.  Now, how'
vould the Apostles exercise this power, unless they *
knew what the sins were which they were to for-'

diseases an
the application of han

the 19th chapter of the Acts, where it is stated that

wicked apirits were driven out by

{:rrchiqﬁ: and aprons from

the body of St, Paul.  Whocan sny, with these

rassages before him, that the Bible never mentions
clics?

Mr. White next amuses his reader with assuring

him that Rome has Jong*‘carried on a trade in bon-

es,” and recounting numcrous abuses and _impos-
tures, with false relics, &c. &c.; as also with vari-

ous Images, Piciures, and the like, which he winds
up with this sweeping coiclvsion:
assure you, before the \\{nolc wetld.
submits entirely to the guidasce of Rome, must be- i
come a weak superstitious being, unless this natur-

—Lhis I can
that wioever

give or retain?  And how could they come to this 'al temper should dispose him to juin with supersti-

Kuowlcdge, except by the confession ofthose who jtion the violence and persecuting spirit of
‘The pewer granted by {terest bigotry.”

bad committed them?
Christ was clearly a Jjudiciary power, which could

e bit-

We shallnot trouble our selvesto examino the

only be exercised with full knowledge of the cause: 'truth or falschood of Mr. White's pretty stories;
such knowledge could only be obtained by the |but wemust say, that the gross and multiplied mis-
triminal’s own confession. ~ And thus the obligut- 'representaticns in which he has been already de-
ton of confession is clearly founded upon the Scrip- tected, givesa slrong presumptionagainst his ac-
tures,noless than on the uninterrupted tradition of the \curacy in such reporis as these. 1fall the abuses
Catholic Church, in every age from the Apostles. !exist which he enumerates, and if many more ex-

Protestants have often repented of the aboltion ist, they are stil} abuses; and till itcan be shewn o

of confession, and earnestly desired its re-estxblish- that our Church gives countenance to them, they
ment.  This can never be among those wno have will make nothing against the veneration of Relics
taught that Sacramental Confession was noy inst:- 'and Inages;,properly understocod and practised.
tut- d by the Divine Founder of Chrstianity, “ihey ' 1f Mr. White means to assert that Relics are not to
will 10 more submit to such a yoke than the first be had in a proper degre of veneration, the evid-

Christians would have done, if they had not belicy-
ed it of divine anpointment.

_ 1t is a corious faet, that Mr. White's difficul-
ties about Confession vrre very ably treated by a
celebrated rayal theologian, no less a ersonage
than King Henery VI, who wrote as follows, in
his “ Defence of the Scven Sacraments, against
Luther.”—«But ag to Confession, if not a word
was said ar read in figure, or spoken by the Holy
Fathers; yet whenI see every one for so wmany
centuries confessing his sins 1o the Priests, when
from that very practice I behold so much good
come, and no evil, I can neither believe nor think
but that the practice was appointed and preserved,
not by m}x human crunse!, but by divine com-
mand, For neither could the people ha.> been
everbrougt, by any huan authority, to pour out
n the ear of another, who could divulge themifhe
pleased, their most secret sins, of which their con-
scince gave them a horror, and which it was so

such their interests to conceal, svithso much con- !

fussion, and yet so readily: nor could it happen,
that whereas so many Pricsts, good and bad, are
promiscuously employed iu hearing Confessions,
cven those should keep them sccret. who keep not-
hing clsc; unless God, who instituted this Sacra-
ment, protected by a special grace so salutary an

institation. ¥ am persuaded, therefore, whatever,

J.uther may say, that Confession comes not from
any popular custom or institution of the Fathers, |
but owes its estallishment and preservation to God
bimself.”> Thus wrote our royal “Defender of
the Faith”’ against the patriarch of the Reforma-
tion,

From Confession, Mr. White, after a senfence'
or two about the unncriptural encroachments of
Romamsts, passes on to the subject of Rolics and
Lmages. e thus questions hisreader:—*Did you

ence of Scripture, ofall tradition and the Holy
| Fathers, is against him; and St. Jerome will con-
demn him in the remarkable language he used
\against Vigilantius: “ThePope then does wrong
iwhen he offers sacrifice to the Lord over what we
laccount the venerable bones, but what yeu call the
vile dust of the dcad men, Peter and Paul, and
" considers tneir tombs as the Altars of Chyist>—Oh
|impious assertion, to be denounced to the ends of
the earth!*’ ‘The Pastors of the Catholic Chusch
have always whatched with the greatest care to
‘| prevent and corsect every kind of abuse in the ven-
ijeration of relicsand holy Iroages. The useof them

is not of obhgation ugon any Catholic; yet we are
jlunsparipgly reproac ed, as if we placed our hopes

of salvation in the passession of them. We cannot
better conclude than in the feeling language of the

ious and lcarned Dr. Milner on this subject—
)| itis a point agreed upon among Catholic Doctors
{land Divines; that the memorials of Religion form
no essentia} part of it. Hence, if you should be-
come a Catholic, as I pray God you may, I shall
never ask you, if you have a pious picture orrelic,
orso much asa crucifix in your possession; but
then, Ytrust, after the declarations 1 bave made,
i‘ that you will not account me an idelater, should

you see such things in my Oratory or Study;or
'{should you observe how tenacious Yamof anv cru-
cifix in particular. Your faith and devotion may
not stand in need of such memorials; butmine, alas!

gl
v

i

do. I am too apt to forget whatmy Saviour
has done and suffercd for me; but the sight of his
representationoften brings this to my memory, and
affects my sentiments. H ;

with most of the books in my library, than with the
fizurc of my cmicified Lovd.”’~—~Endof Religious

ence, I would rather part

Controversy, Letter 34,
To be Continued.

ever find mention of Relics in ihe Bible?,” The!

reader is made  to answer—Certainly not.” We:
.suppose, then, thatthe obsequious rcader never:

ORIGINAL.

woked into the YFourth, or, as 1t is called in the i
Protestants "Franslation, the Second Book of Kings'
ch, xiii, v. 21, where it is mentioned that a dead
bodly was raised to life by kaving touched the boncs'
«§ the Prophet Eliscus, or Elisha: and thathe
never saw, in {lie second chapter of the samc:
Book, that the same Prophet had vsed 1 Relic, na-
aely. the cloak of Elias or Elijak, to divide the:
woters of the Jordan,  IIe never read, we presume,

0¥ OUR SAVIOUR’S PASSION AND DEATH.
[ Extracted from a MS. poem on Clarity.]

With pray‘rinsolitude he next prepates

For Liis last morta) conflict; ev’n todeath
Himselfdeveting; guiitless for our guilt:

Our ransom’s witling victin, doow’d to blecd

Behold him stretch'd in a ony severe
Of atortal avguish; wow prelusive felt
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Tohis great suﬂ'cring; tragedy display'd:

With all oar crimes his innotenee oppress®d,— Levit 16 92
‘That loath’d the toad it bore: ull from him forc’d,

His sweat of blood the ground hag all imbru'd:

And pitging angels stay’d thele sinking Lond;

Asfromits task bis human nature trul

Shrank shudd’ring back, aad felt unwont dismay.

Neat see him bi his faithless Sosot friend
With treach’rous kiss betray'd. and now by all
His frighten’d followers left, the butt expos'd
To unrelenting hate, and hostile scorn

In Idiot's puise, was wisdom®s self arrayd
By man derisnve ! aore lus sacred sides
Smarfed beneath the ruffian’s scousge applicd s
And emblems mock of Majesty were gir’n
To him, great Nature’s univessat Lord.

The purple, round his naked shoulders floog:
The reed n.¢ sceptre; and the thorny erown,

; With prickly weeais: his bleeding brows that bound +

And, more insulting, ev’n vvith him compar'd—Psaim 23, 5
The worst offelons, ready pref’rence found.

Then to the fatal Mount, as Isaac erst,

Beaniug the wood of his own sacrifice Genes. 22, 6
He journey’d onwards. nor lnmself refus’d

A ready vietim at his Father's call————Fcbr. 10, 9.

Piere’d were his limbs, and pinion’d to the tree—Js 19, 39.
The fruitof which forbidd’a had mortul prov’d.— Zace 12,10
Now fruit that yields divine ; death’s antdote ( Prov 11, 81
v'reign prescrib’d mid all the gulty doom’dd John 6 50-142
Sole gwiltless he, the criminal chiefappears. ¢ Js. 53, 12.
\Vherg on bis mercy’s throse, twixt heav’n and earthMark 8.
Conspicuous rais’d; and thirsting for our weal,~Johr 19, 29.
L.oath’d sorrow’s cup ev’n to the dregs he drain’d
Sparing us, elso reserv’d, the bitter émught.

Next for hismurd'rers eamest he implores—ZLuke23, 31
Forgivenzss ; pleading meck their crimes excuse.—
When, loud proclaim’d our ransom’s full discharge,— Jokn I
Like faded fow’r, that bends beneath the blast, ~ [30.
With all ber blushing honours round her slrew’d’,

e drops recumbent on his peaceful breast

His holy head, resign’d ; and calm expires.

Yet did pot Nature calm th’ event bebold :~Luke 23, 41+
She shook throughoat, fu all ber vasty frame
With horror {ed while th® affrighted sup
Tarn'd from the sight: and darkness interpos'd,
In deepest gloom the Dejeidothat vel’d.
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