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PASTORAL LETTER
—OF—

§»s ^XMt theJ«hWsh0p of ®0t0ttta

ON PURGATORY.

John Joseph Lynch, by the grace of God and the appointment
of the Holy See, Archbishop of Toronto, Assistant at the
Pontificial Throne, etc., etc., etc.

To the Venerable Clergy, Religious Communities, and Beloved
People of the Laity, health and Benediction in the Lord.

The infallible Church, the spouse of the Holy Ghost, the
Pillar and Ground of truth and the true teacher of the doctrine
of Christ, has in the distribution of hen feasts and festivals set
apart one day in the year, the^^^t'" November, in favor of
the suffenng souls in Purgatory. She calls on all her children
to assemble around her sacred altars to assist and pray at the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the deliverance from Purgatory
of the souls of those who, whilst dying in peace with our Lord
still had debts to pay to his infinite justice.

These debts were contracted by the commission of mortal
sin, whose grevious guilt, though removed by the Sacrament of
Penance, yet left on the soul a debt which was not sufficiently
atoned for, or by the Commission of venial .sin not sufficiently
repented of. Purgatory is one of the great consoling doctrines
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to see if they are perfect. " Be ye perfect as > jur Heavenly
Father is perfect.

Oh how few are perfect, and how few do penance in pro-
|)ortion to their sins. How lew in their dealing with their
fellow men, giving measure for measure, goods ccjual to the
money paid for them or services equal to the pay received.
How many fail in charity in words and actions, how many
prayers said carelessly and without thought uttered even at the
most solemn times. These will have to be repeated, ns it were,
m Purgatory. How many will suffer from their want of charity
and mercy to the poor and failing to pay their just dues to
God's Church for the spiritual favors they receive from it. If
we give you," says St. Paul, "spiritual things, you should ad-
minister to us temporal things."

The guilt of mortal sin is so great that the eternal pains of
hell are destined for its punishment, and when that awful crime
is forgiven the penalty of satisfying for it it some measure is so
grave that the flames of Purgatory are made use of for a long
or short time according to the gravity of the sin. A certain
holy person said that some souls after a bad life will be in Pur-
gatory until the day of judgment inasmuch as they have merely
escaped hell by a death-bed repentance, and yet what a blessing
to have escaped hell

! All spiritual writers agree that the pains
of Purgatory are intense, yet the souls are satisfied to suffer till

the last debt is paid. They would not wish to enter heaven
with stains on their souls. God in His great mercy has per-
mitte.4 some souls suffering in Purgatory to appear to friends on
earth to solicit their prayers and masses, and to pay their debt.s.

This, the lives of the saints. Ecclesiastical History at all times
attest. In these days when faith is fading from some minds
even in the Church, it behoves erpecially the Bishops to remind
the faithful of their duties and_ obligations to their departed
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whilst you are well, make provision for your own soul ;
do not

entrust it to the care of others that cannot love you more than

you love yourselves. One must be exceedingly pure to enter

into the presence and company of the God of all purity and

sanctity, to be the companion of the Immaculate Mother of

God, and of all the saints and angels in Heaven.

The doctrine of Purgatory has been denied by the majority

of the so-called Reformers, but nowadays, on account of its

reasonableness it is rather accepted, and there are some who

dare to deny the right of God to punish eternally, but will

admit the existence of Purgatory. To the er class we have

nothing to say. God has sovereign rights, and He does not

lose them by the whims and fancies of poor corrupted human

nature. Ihe existence of a third state or Purgatory is proved

from many texts of Sacred Scripture, both in the New and Old

Testaments. (II. Mark. xii„ 4-13, 4-6.) " And making a gath-

ering, he sent twelve thousand drachms of silver to Jerusalem

for sacrifice to be offered lor the sins of the dead thinking well

and religiously concerning the resurrection. And because he

considered that they who had fallen asleep in godliness, had

great grace laid up for them. It is therefore a holy and a

wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they be loosed

from sins. In the New Testament we read in the Epistles of

St. Peter, iii., 18-20, that Christ visited Limbo, a place in which

just souls were detained on account of their incredulity, even

before the deluge. " Because Christ also died once for our

sins, the just for the unjust, that He might offer us Lo God,

being put to death in deed in the flesh, but enlivened in the

Spirit. In which also coming he preached to those spirits that

were in prison, which had been some time incredulous, when

they waited for the patience of God in the days of Noe, when

the ark was a building, wherein a few, that is, eight souls were
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them during life ; do not let it be said " out of sight, out of

mind." Love them in death or living and earnestly wishing to

go to God. This charity will greatly help yourselves. If a

cup of cold water given to a servant of God will not go without

its reward, how much more a cup of celestial grace, that will

shorten the time in the flames of Purgatory of a soul that most

ardently wishes to go to God, who desires it himself with great

love, and will reward those who hasten the exile of his dear

servants. Those, says St. Alphonsus, who succor the souls in

Purgatory, will be succored in turn by the gratitude of those

whom they have relieved, and who enjoy sooner by the prayers

the beatific vision of God.

This pastoral will be read in all the Churches of the Diocese

and Religious Communities, whole or in part, the first Sunday

after its reception.

t JOHN JOSEPH,
Anhbishop of Toronto.

Given at Lit. Michael's Palace,

25th day day of October, 1882.

By order of His Grace the Archbishop,

J. J. McCann,
Chancelloi.




