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Title to Indiana. = o

AT a conference held with the Six Nations at Johnin;.-hall-_h
May tke 2d, 1763, K
P R E S E N 'T,

Sir Willirm John'on, Baronet, the King’s Superimendaa'q”n-
dizn Affairs, John Johnfor, Ffq; Mr. Arthur. Mr. Kirt-
Jand, Mr "Kreifer, Daniel Cliufe and Guy Johnfon, Efcuires,
D puty Agents, Butler, Parthius, Monteur, interpretus to
the Crown. : ’

Sir Wilham addcefled the Six Nations as follows ¢
Brethren, : . i
: AM now to {prak to you on fome affairs which ‘Ereatly corcern
us both, and I expeft you 'will give me your attention, and afta

becoming part upon the occafion. .

You know the treacherous and cruel part afted by fomre of
your people at Logflown and about the @hioltwo years ago ;
you then plundered numbers of the traders, whb were fupply-
ng you with goods : fome of them you have prosgifed to pratefd
and f{ave their effefts, but you did not keep your fwords ; feveral
of thefle unhappy' fufferers are thereby reduced to gidat revef-
fity, fome of wtom are thrown into jail, becaufe they couid
rot pay their dadte. ‘Thizhasinduce! them to zpply to me, a=d
to difire I would lay Dbefore youtheir difirefles; that you might
give them a tralt of land to compenfate inféme meafure for thtir
great loffes. eed not tell you-} ow incumbent it is vpon you
to agrée to theffdefire, as you muft all be feafible they were rg-
ined by fome of your people in a time of peace, and whea they
were fupplying your neceffities : This conduft is fufScient to
make the traders very fhy of going tov-ards your country : and
therefore I think it indifpenfably your intereft to grant tieir r>
queft, whick, though it will be but 2 finall recompence, will,
kowever, fliew the world that you repent of what is palt, and like
honeft men, are defirous of making (ome r>flitution for the da-
11ges you Lave committed. T expeft you will, without“delay,
give me ananfwve-, and I with it may be a f:vourable oze, it as
vili be for ysur own cred;t. -

Ererirren, .

The nrxt thinT T am tn tike rotice of, jsat the defire cf the Go.
yeral who commandsall the army in this country. Iichas vepre-
fented to me the ueceflity there is for the trosps to have gurdens
and corn about the forts; and zlthough it is the cuflom in all
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cther places, thatall the ground within cannoa-fhot fhall belong ~———
to the fort, he has yet fuch a regard for you, that he would
hot m ke any ufe of it without you were firfl made acquain-
ted, and approved of it. This is an inft-hce of fo much good- -
nefs and condefcention, that I expett you will nat hefitate « mo-
ment to give up tae ground within caunoa fhot round all the

; forts, for the ufe of the King’s army; dnd I know you will tae -
readier do t*at, as fuch ground fo near a fort can ve of no ufe
® you, as 't is orly intended for the fervice of the garrifon ;.

f ° butasthe girrifon of Fort Pitt is larger thn therefl, and a great
S way from our fettlements, I hiave no doubt but you will give up
\ / a larger quantity of ground there for the ufe of the f{oldiers.

And if you agree to this, I am perfuaded, they w !l look upon
you in a much more friendly light than formerly ; fo that Iex-’
. pedt a fpe:dy and agreeable anfwer. ,

¢ Brethren, )

The lafit, but moft important affair I have at this time to men- °
tion, is vith regard to the fettling a boundary line Letween you
and theEnglifh. Ifentameffage to fomeof your natjoas fome time
ago, toacquaint you that I fhiould confer with yod' at this meet-
ing upon it. The King, whofe generofity and forgivenels you
Lave alrdady experienced, being very defirous ts put a firal
end to difputes between his peaple :d yuu, coaciraing lands,
2nd te do you firilt jufiice, has folln upon the plan of a Leun-
dary bstween onr provinces 2nd the Indians (waich no wi.ite
man fiall dace to invade} as the.befl and (ureit method of en-y~
dizg fich like 4:fputes, and fecuring your property to you be-
yond 1 poflibili'y of d.{turbance. Tuais will, I ~ope, appear to
you {3 reaforable, and fo juft, on the part of the King, and fo
advaatagecas to you and your pofterity, that I can haven>
doult of your cheerfully joitiag with me in fettling fush a di-
vifior lize as will be beit for the ad.antage of both the white men

"7 andiae Indians, and as fhall beft agree with the extent and ia-
creafs of eich province, and the Goverrors, whom T tll con-
ult upon that occafion, fofoonas I am fully enp w red - but,
in the mean time, [ am defirous to know in wirtt maaner you
would choofe to extend i-, and what you will agree Leariily to,
and abide by, in gensral terms. At tae {ame time I am to ac-
Guaiat you, that whenever the whele is fettled, apd that it fhafl
appear you have {o far coafulted theiicreifiag ftate of our peo-
ple, as to make any conveaient ceffionts of ground, where it is .
moit waated, that then you will receive a conflersble prefent in
return for your friendfhip. .

On the 3d of May, the Six Nations, by theOaondaga Speaker
made the folloving an{wer.

" Brother Warraghiyagay. (Sir Will:am Jonafon’s [ndian nime.)

We have heard all you {.id to us yederday, and we giveyou
many thanks for your advice and direfious to us, which weihalt
take due netice of. ‘

Asweare willing to fhes onr goxd difpofition by our aftions,

- we fhili come intoevery taing you propofz, that is rezlonrble. aud

we hiope it will reader us more rigarded by tie Eng'vh. Thele

S are
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are ferious articles, and we fhall confult both fachems and war-
riors about them, and by to morrow be able to anfwer you upon
them: but with regard towhat you { poke to usatbut the King’s
defirey shat we fhould agree about a line between ts and the En-
glith, we muft defire to know of you how you mt\nded the line
fhould go, and how far. .

. Sir William anfwered, .

Brethren, - . -

1 THAN K you for taking what I faid into feriows confidera-
tion. With regard to what you defire to know coxerning the
line, if one fachem from each mation attends early to-morrow
morning, I thall fpeak farther upon that fubjett. - |
On the 4th of May, theOnondaga Speaker addrefied Sr William

as follows : )
Brother, S )

We yefterday opened our exrs to what you faid-to-ut;-and we

have deliberated on it ever fince. We now beg you will open

your ears, and hearken to what we have to fay n anfwer

to it.
q:we three firings.

Brother,
We have heard what you told us, concerning the integtions of

- the_great King, about a line between us and the Enghfi, and

wethave confidered that fuch a thing will be very neceifaty, pro-
vided the white people will abide by it.
Brother, o

The chief caufe of all the late wars was about lands. We faw
the Englith coming towards us from all parts, and they have
cheatad_us-fo often, that we could not think well of it. W¢ were
afraid tiat in a little time you-would be at our very caftled; for
this reafon we thank the great King for his gocd inteations, and
we hope he will make his people keep within bounds, which they
have not yet done; We therefore agree, that a boundary thall
be made between us, and that it fhall run from Fort Edward
along to the Mohawk’s caftle, and from thence along th? great

- mouptain to Harris’s ferry, on the river Sufquehanna, agreeable

to what we have drawn here, on a piece of bark. A Belt.
Brother, - e
W E have told you our minds; if it does not_pleafle you, it is
none of our faults. We were always ready to give; but the Eng-
1ith do not deal fairly with us: they are more cunning than we
are . thcy Bet our names upon paper very faft, and we often do
not know what it is for. We would do more to pleafs the King,
bat it is hardly it our power, and fome of us do not like it be-
caufe we are {o often impofed upon; one of our natious is geing .
to ba cheated out of almoft all the1iad between the Mohawk and
the Big river, by perple at Albany, to whom they never publickly
made any fuch grant, nor never received any thing for it. We
fpokesto you once before about ‘it, and here are their chiefs now,

_whe fay, that fince they firft heard of it, they were promil-

ed juftice by the feverzi Governours at Albany long-ago. They
have likewifs {poke to you on twelve differsnt belts, and begghed
' . that




C5) ,
that you would get juftice for them, but it is not done; they
fent a belt over to the King about it, but they have not yet
had any fatisfation. )

Brother, : P

Y O U fee how it is with us; if the Englifh would be more
honeft, we fhonld be more generous, and there would bé s peace
all through the land ; but it is hard, that one of our nations, e
¢hat live fo near you ®, and have (uffered fo much on your ac- '
count, fhould be fo greatly wronged. This maRes us appre-
henfive, that the Englifh will foon ftretch their arm over our
lands: We beg then, that you will fend our belts to the King,
and tellhim how it is with us, and that we hepe he will fet us a
good example, and give the Mohawks their land foon, before we
fettle any other matters ; for our necks have been long firetched
out to hear from him, and if we do not hear foon, fofne of our
young peopic’s heads will bezin to turn, and they will got re-
gard what we fay about peace: they will tell usitis not true, for
if it was, our confederacy would obtain juftice when they 2pply

- for it- . " A Belt
Brother, : A

W E have finithed what. we had to fay for the prefent, and we
hope you will anfwer us to-morrow upon it, at wiich time we
fhall fpeak to you on the other mattere.

On May the sth Sir William addrefled the Indians in the fol-
lowing manner. )
Brethren, ) :

YOUR f(peech yefterday much furprifed me; you appeared
defirous to fet a bondary between the Englith and you, and feafi-'
ble of the advantage of it ; atthe (ame time, you have defcribed
a boundarv which is ridiculous,, and which fliews me, you donot
mean what you fay, and are not' defirous to purfue what has
been recommended tc you: neither does it proceed from ycur
ignorance ; for you convinced me yefterday by the remarks you
made on the great map, tiat you 2r¢ well zcquainted with the ”
whole country; and the fituation of all the places on the frontiers.
Nctwithftanding which you have, in ybur boundary, cot off &
large tra&t of country, which you ail knew has been loag fince
purchafed and fettled. The land is patented’ 300 miles beyond
Fort Fdward, and a great duftance beyound the Mohawks C2 fle,
and the line you make from theace to Harris's ferry, inflead of
adding to, cuts off (everal towns and fettlemenis, particularly in

. Pennfylvania, waich you Know bas been fairly purchafed and
allowed of by you, and to which yon c2n make ne chim, and
yoa Lave tiken no motice of the other governmyats. The affieir
of the Mohwks is of cid ftanding, and I have never neglelted ix:
I can prove by papers I bave here, that I laid it befers Gorer -
rour Clinton fifteen years ago, and that at the grard Congre®
at Albany, in :754, Idid what 1 could for the Mehawxs, wiio
were promiféd tohave the matter friQly cx-mined info: Thers
is a patent for it, and it is pot 21 exfy matter to breai it. T
Mohawks have given me infinite trouble about it, ever fince the
report that it was to bs furveyed ; it has nut as yet aifelted their

o Luaiing,

-
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Jonting, a3 it has never heen furveyed or fettled: and I have
flated tieir complaints and doubt not but they wil be redreffed.
'That is tie only large tealt which at prefent concerns them,
. #nd therefore I am forry to find, you fhodld make it any objec-
tion to the good work which the King recommends. Thefe
- things require much time with white people; I have often re-
cemmanded paticnce to them, and I with they would follow
my advice, and not interrupt a bufinefs which is of fo great im-
portance. - 1 wanted only at prefent to know your general fenti-
ments upon tais fubjed, and I with tihey had been more favoura-
ble, becaufe it would have been as much for your intereft, as
that of the Englith.
To which the Six Nations thea anfwered,
Brother, -

W E have heard you with attention,-and we are much oblig.
ed to you for fhewing us what is beft for our intereft. We fhall
thereore take it farther into confiderition, becaufe we are willing
to fhew our gd difpofition. We hope our behavirur on this
occafion will Hve a proper effeft upon the great King, and in-
duce him to hearken to our complaints, We do not dou’t but
you have done what you could for us, and we with it may bLe
taken notice of ; otherwife we mufl think ourfelves greatly
wronged, and our minds cannot be at peac>. To morrow we
fhall anfwee you more parti.ulaely and to your fatisfaltion.
Then Thomas King (2 chief of tiie Six Nations ) addrefled the

feveral nations as follows:
Brethren, '

T would with yon all to enter with c! eerfulnefs ints the buf-
nefs you brother Warr;ghiyszlgey hus recommended to you, anl
do it {rom youe hearts. L=t s foliow the example of our 1.cef-
tors, whofe bones are now turned into dufl - they were wile men;
and took care of every t.ing that concerned peace: let u3 do
the fams, and let us make a line for tlie benefit of eur caildren;
that they may bave lands which canoot be taken from them ;
avd let-us, in doing that, fhew the King that we are generous,
and that we will grant him Iand enough far his people. Tren
lie will- regard us, and take better cire that Lis people do not
cheat us.

On the 6th of May, after the feveral nations were affembled, the
Onsndaga fpeaker addreffed Sir William, as follows:
Drother, .

W B are now affembled to anfwer what you faid to us yefler-
day, regarding tue boundary l'ne, concerning which we have
not glven you fatisfaltion. We hLope we fhall rot pl-afe you
better, and we bez you will attend to our anfwer, and pardon
our miftakes 2nd the manvee of our expreffion, as we have al-
ways been ac-ultomed to fpeak our thouzhts freely, tae rather
#s we heaed from the French, that you had defizns upon us, and
we heard from you, that they had the fame, bat of late we find
you bath had the like motives. i .

Atl2ngth we have agreed together for ourfelves, our wives

snd iuldren, to make a ceiffion to the King, of the linds we fhall
now

-
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now defcribe, begirning at Owegy, on the eaft branch of Suf-
quehannz, thence down the ea® fide of the river to Shamekin.
(or Fert Augufia) and runming up the weft branch of Sufque-
haona, on the fouth fide thereof, and from thence to Kittaning,
or Odigo on the Ohio, thence alcng and down the Obio to the
Cherokce river, and vp the fame to its head, on this fide; upon
conditicn that you have fome regard for our warricrs, vho al-
ways pafs through that cauntry, and give them &lwaysa free
paffage ; and we are very happy in being &ll aflembled Lere,
toth fachems and worricrs, at this time, and not &5 Lib been
formerly the cafe on fuch occafions.

We can now all a&t together, 2s all fhould receive a fhare for
what they have ceded, by which it will be preferved in our
minds. We have never rcfufed you lands. In many places we
have given proofs of our fr.endfliip, on which we have been pro-
mifed a recompence which we have not received. We afiifled

“ your army laft year, and many of our people were forfaken

and left to famith, and we have been promifed a large trade,
and to fix interpreters, €tc. at edch poft, which it is not come a8
yet. Webeg you will confider thefe things, and have regard to
your promiles and our requefts, as we pay due regard to your
defires at prefent ; that therefore you will take thefe things into
your confidejition, and 2fford us a plentiful trade, and proper
interpreters dt tie pofts, as you have promifed. 1t isin fxp.&:.-
tion of this, that ve have 1.ow agreed to your propofals, and
for the fake of eftablifhing trarquility, we therefors recommend
it earneftly to you, to confider what we have fiid. We have
farther to add, that you will confider our Luagry people will
fomctimes kill your cattle and tread down your corn ; if ihey do
fo now, it may be wcrfe when we 2ffemble all nations:_We
tlerefore beg, that, wienever you firally faetle this afair, and
that all your Governours meet about it, you would appoint
the Congrefs in fome place macre remate, and that ycu would
bring provifions thither with you. The rejuefll of tie traders

_fhall be complied with, and we fhall agree to pive them fome

lands near Fort Pitt, and alfo to your defire concerning fome
jands about the forts, for the vt of your gierifaas.

: *Then Thomas King fuid to the feyeral nations:

. Prethren, . J—

I hope you will now romember what W€ hdve agreed to, and
what your brother has fid: Tor we have now i, men, women,
and children, been witnefs cltiis tranfaftion, which is done pub-
Jickly, nor can it:be faid our c iefs received any bribesy -there-
fore fhould we forzet what is now done, it will bea great reflec-
tion upon us, as none of us, with trurh, can deny it.

May the 6th, Sir Willum affeabled all t.e hicfs, and (poke
to them concerning tie boundary line, okb{:rving that they had
?ot cloed it properly tothe ealiward, which was higlly necef-

ary. .
The Onondaga fpeaker anfwered,
Prother, T

W E have attended to you, and we have alyeady cnrfidered
ahout clofing the live; Lut we find it 2 difficult matter to de-

: termine,
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termine, as (o many tribes and branches of our confederacy have
their refidence about the Sufquchanna. We think to continue
the line up that river to Cherry Valley Lake, and from thence
20 the German Flats, would be very advantageous to you; be-

. caufe our brethren the Oniedas fay, you have no right or titleon

the fouth fide the Mohawk river above that place ; however, for

the prefent, we fhail not extend the boundary line higher than am

Owegi, but when the atfair comes to be. finally determined, we
fhall think farther about it.
Then Canaghqhiefa faid,
Brother, ) ) -
You koow that we are the owners of the land weftward of the
German Flats, we hope we are not to be cheated out of it, but
we have reafon to think oddly of it; as a Germanis gone to live,
at our large field Orifca, which is our property, we beg you
- will drive him off; for he has no right to it, for we well know
thelands we fold, from the reft, and we tell you this, becaufe we
would not do any thing in it, till we fpoke toyou aboutit. We
think we are firangely dealt with, our fathers were afked to fell
farms, and whenever they agreed to it, the white people took
woods, and al which we knew nething of, “till we faw-people
coming into our country.” Brother, fiace that is the cafe, let us
know, what the white people claim, and we will teil honéftly
what we fold. -~
" Sir William anfwered,
: Bfethfé, -
< AsTonly wanted to know your fentiments in General, about
a boundary, Iam content the kne remains—for-the prefent, as
far as you recommend as to what you mentioned, running to the

——GezmarFhats, it cannot be agreed to, theteare good titles with-

in that line. What the Oneidas fay about the man at Orifca, I
did not hear of till now, if he is unjuftly fettled, he will remove
on proper warning. WheneverI can hear of your being wron -
ed, I thall ufemy intereft to get juflice for you; but you wou d
‘have much lefs cavfe to complain, if your people would never
.meddle in land affairs, without the knowledge of ‘the whole
nation. ' . o

T O all people to whom thefe prefents fhall come, greeting :
Konow ye, that we Abraham a Mohawk chief, Sennghois
Ozeida chief, Saquarifera a Tufcarora chief, Chemaugheata
chief of the Onandaga council, Tagaaia a Cayuga chief, and
Guftarax a'Seneca chief, chiefs and fachems of the Six United
Nations, and beig and effetually reprefenting all the tribes of
" the faid Six United Nations, fend greeting :

WHEREAS Robert Callender, David Franks, Jofeph Sim-
mons, Levy Andrew Levy, Phillip Boyle, fohn Baynton, Sa-
amuel Wharton, George Morgan, Jofeph Speare, Thomas Small-
man, Samuel Wharton adminiftrator of John Welch deceafed,
Edmund Moran, Even Shelby, Samuel Poftlethwait, JohnGib-
fon, Richard Wiafton, Dennis Crohon, William Thomfon, A-

braham
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Abriham Mitchel, James Dundas, Thomas Dundas, and John
Ormiby, in and by their feveral and refpetive letters or powers
of attorney, dyly figned, fealed, ind leliversd Ly them, and now
produced interpreted, anl expland to us; Lave confiituted,
nominated and appointed, Will.:m Trent, o the county » Cum-
berland, and pro ince of Perndylvania, merchant, t e.r Fiwful
attorney and ag nt, to afk, foiicit, demind, and receive from
the fachems, counceilors, un- wargiors of the fid Six U:ited
Nations, a graht of a tratt of land, as a compenfation, fatisfac-
tion, or retribution for the gonds, merchandife, and effi &ts of
the {aid William Trent, .and the tr- lers aforefai®, whicn the

~ Shawneflle, Delawary, and Huron tribes, tributaries of the fzid

Six 'Nations (contrary to all good faith, and in violation of
their repeated promifes of fafety and prote&ion to their peifons,
‘fervants, and eifets, whilft trading ia their country ) did in the
{pring of the year 1763, violently feize upon, and unjufily ap-
pr priate tc their own ufe: | :

AND WHEREAS we are now convenced in full rouncil,
by order of our father, the Kirg of Great-Britain, Fraace and
Ireland, defender of the faith, etc at Fort Stanwix, in tife pro-
vince of New-York, in orderio_cgree for, alcertain, and finallvy
fix and fettle 2 pcrmanent and lafling boundary line betwes
the hunting countryp, which we, at the conference nforefajd,

fhall and avill referve for ourfelves, our children and our tribu-

taries, and the territories of the faid King of Greit Britain:

"AND WHERE AS application was formerly made to the
faid Six United Natione by Sir William Johrfoa, Baronet, at the
requifition of the aforefaid traders, who had fuflained and fuep-
ed the lofles aforefaid, for a retributien for the {im2, which tie
faid Six United Nations promifed and agre«d to, whenfoever lie,
the fuid Sir Willicm Joinfon, Pavoret, fhould be empowered by
his faid Majefty, the King of Great.Britain, to eftcbl tne
boundary line afsrefaid :

AND WHEREAS the faid Sir William JohoDn, B:ro-
net, has now at tiis praient Congrefs, reminded the i 9ixn
Tnired Nations of their {uid promife and at the earnsit d_iire
of the afcref:id traders, by their faid attorney, firongly recora-
mended to the faid Six United Nattors, to maka them a reftitu-
tion, by 2 grant of 3 tra&t of land to his {id Majefly, the Ki:g
of Great-Br:tain, his keirs and fucceTcurs  to and for the only
ufe, benefit, =nd beiioof of the faid Wilinm Treat, in his own

+ fiahty and asattorney as aforefaid 1! vlich the (2id Six United

Nations hwving taken iatotherr confiderition, and beiag hezrti-
Iy difpofed to agree thereunto, a5 an inftrace of tiweir ‘uitice and
concern for the {:id loffes  do therefere by tiefe prefents fignify,
publith, =and deciar-, that notwit -fiaading t e grnt an! girt
kereby mads =nd given by them wnto his lid Majefly ths [ing
of Great-Britair, 2ad fo forts (2 ond for t.e only ufe, 'ene-
fit, and bzheor of th~ fid Willlam Trene, in his own right, rd
a3 attoraey as afor 1) wil b2 include P wnkiv e eceflion, Oi]e,
and boundary line wiicn t1e fii S x 7' ir=1 MNasions thall and
wiil make, {eil and grant to the {ud K.ng of Great-Dritais, at

tae
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the cot  rence aforefaid, now holden atFort Stanwix, afqrefaid,
by the faid Sir Willi'm Johnfon, Baronet: . i
YT NEVERTHELESS, the fi'd Six United Nations
“have neitker afled, deminded, nor received from him the faid
Sir William Johnfon, Paronet, ror frcw any other perfon or
perfons in behalf of the faid King of Great-Britain, any confide-
ration for the hereby given and granted premifes, neitter thall
nor wi'l the {aid Six United Nations, no: their heirs nor defcen-
dants (and by ti-efe prefents, they, the fiid Six United Nations,
whelly and entirely interdift and prohibit them fron {o doing)
demend, nor receive from the faid King of Great-Britain, nor
from his fucceffours, nor from his or their miniflers or fervants,
any corfdefation whatfoever, or how{cever, for the hersby
grinted bargain, or now given premifes, or any part, purporty
or parcel thereof, the fame being their own volurtary a&t and
deed, folcly, and bona fide defigred and intended by them asa
compenfation, {atisfa&tion and retribution for the lofles fuftained
by the {aid William Trent, and the Indian traders aforefaid,
by the depredations of the Shawneffe, Delaware, and Huron
tribes of Tadians aforefaid, in the aforefaid year, 1753.

N O W this indenture witneffeth, that we the faid Abraham,
Sennghois, Saquarifera, Chenaugheata, Tagania, and Gauftarax
( chiefs and {acherrs of the {aid Six Uinited Nations, and being
and cTeflually as aforefaid, r cefenting all the tribes of the Six
United Nations ) for and incosfiderationof the fumof 85,91¢l. 10s.
8d. lawful mozey ofthe province of New-York (the {fame being
the amount of the goods and merchardife, which were unjufily
feized and taken, as aforefaid by the Shawnee, Delaware, and
Huron tribes of Tadians aforefaid, from the faid William Trear,
F.obert Callendcr, David Franks, Jofeph Simons, Levy Andrew
Iavy, Phillp ¥cyle, John Baynton, Saimuel Wharton, George
Morg-r, Joivph Spear, Thomas Smallman, Samrel Wharton
aZminfiritor of John Weick, deczafed, Fdmund Moran, Evan
Sheiby, Szutauel Polletawaiy, foiin Gibfun, Richard Winitor,
Dennes Crot.on, Wiliiam Thomfo::, Abraham Mitchelly J mes
Dund-s, Thom:s Dundas, ‘and John Ormiby, in the wforeiaid
yeor 1743, whereof juft and fair accouats have, < o?th and
afirmation, been produced, interpreted, and explained to us .
and which, at cur defire, are now lodge! and depofited with thie
fzid Sr William Johnfon, Baronet: Ard for and in confidera-
tion of the fim of ss. lawiul morey, &'orefaid, to us in hand
paid by the faid Wiliam Trent, therweipt whereof wedo Lereby

‘gr. 10 give, grant, bargain, and fell unto his f2id
Motedy, ris heirs and faccellenrs, to and for the only ufe, be-
resiny 2id Yeboof of the faidt VWilkam enty in his nwn right
#nd &8 aitorpey aforefid- all that el or parcel of lanl, be-
gionirg ot tie fantlerly fidle of the montl of Little Kanhawa
cree, wiere it emptits itfel” into t.e river Ohie, ard runping
from thence fonth-eafi to the Lrurel Hill, thence along the Lau-
rel Hill until ir firikes the river Monongeh 2, thence down the
fiream of the faid river Monougehela, according to the feveral

courfes thereof, to the fouthern boundary line of the provinc;
) . G
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of Pennfylvania; thence wefterly along the courfe of the faid

rovince beuadary line, as fir as the fame thall exrend, and
?rom tience by the fame cour’e to the river Ohio, theace down
the faid river Ohiy, according to the feveral courles tueract, to
the place of beginning: tog tner with all and firgnlar the trees,
woods, underwoods, mines, minerals, ores, waters, watee-cour{es,
fihings, fowlings, huntings, profits, commodities, advaatages,
rights, lierties, privilegss, hereditameats and appurteninces
whatfoever, to the faid tralt or parcel of land b loaging, or 1n
any waye appertaining ; or which now are or formeriy have beea
accepted, reputed, taken, known, ufed, occupied or enjsyed,
to or with the fame, or as part, parcel, or mamberthereof, and
the reverfion and reverfions, remander asd rsmainders, rents,
iffues, and profits, of all and fingular the (zid premifes above
mentioned, and every part or parcel thereof with the appurte-
nances: And alfo all the eftate, right, title, intereft, prope:ty,
claim, and demnd whatfoever ; whether native, legal, or equi-
tible, of us the faid Iodizns, and eich and every of us, and of
all and every otier perfon and perfons what{oever: of or b:-
longing to the faid nations, of. ia, to, and ont of all and fingu-
ar the premifes above maationed . and of, n;sto, and out of
every part and parcel thereof, w:t the appuctenances - to have
and to hold, all and fingular the {aid tra, parcel and parcels
of land, given, granted, and bargained premifcs with their ap-
purtenances, unto his {1id Majeity King George the third, his
heirs and fucceffours, but to and for tie only ufe, beneft, and
bzli00f of tiie faid William Trent, in Lis own right, and as at-
toraey aforefaid, his heirs and affigas for ever: And the faid
Ab:iham, Sennghois, Saquarif>ra, Chenaugneata, Tagaais,
aud Gauftrrass, for thamfleives, and for the S:x United Nations,
and all and every other nation and nations, tribes, tributaries,
and dependants on the faid Six United Nations, and their and
every of tueir pofterities, the faid trall and parcel of land and
premifes, and every part thereof, azainft them, the {aid Abra-
ham, Semmghois, Saquarifera, Chenaugheata, Tagaaia, and
Guliarax ; and againft the Six United Nations, and their tribu-
tariesand dependants, and all and every their pofleritics, to his
faid Majelty, his heirs and (ucccflonss, but to and for the oniy
ufe, benefir, and behoot of the {aid William Trent, in his own
right, and as attorney afore(rid, his heirs and affigns, thail ard
will warrant, and for ever defend by thefe prefents: In witaefs
whereof, we the {aid chie’s and fachems, in behalf of ourfelves
refpeltively, and in behalf of the whole Six United Nations a-
forefaid, have hersuanto fet our hands and {eals, in the prefence
of the perfons fubfcribing as witneffes hereunto, at a Congrels
held at Fort Stanwix aforefaid, this third day of November, in
the ninth year of his Majefty’s reign, and in the year of ous

Lord onethoufand feven hundrsd and fixty eight.

The mark of his nation,
(L S.) the Mohawks
The fieel.

Abrabam, or g chief of
\CRE ¥

Tyahanefera,
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William, or " chicfof
Scneghots.

Hendrick, or chief of
Saquarifera,

Bunt, orChe-? chiefof
naugheata,

Tagaaia, chief of

Gauftarax, c}'ﬁef of

The m=rk of his nation. ~
(L. 8.) the Oneidas.
‘The ftone.

The mark of his nation.
— (L.S.)tke Tufcaroras.
o The erofs.

The mark of his nation.
(L. S.) the Onondagas.
The mountain.

The mark of his nation.
(L. S.) the Cayugas.
" The pipe
The mark of his nation.
(L.S.) the Sepecasc

. The high hill.
Sealed and delivered in the prefence of us,
William Franklin, Governor of New- Jerfey.
Frederick Smith; Chief Jufticeof New Jerfey.
Thomas Walker, Commiffouer for Virginia.
] .
iﬁt:?i];?g;r’x, of tbeCouncniof Pennfylvania,
Jokn Skinner, Captain in the 7oth reginient. .
Jofeph Chew, of Connellicut. :
Jotn Weatherkead, of New-York.
John Walker, of Virginia.
BE. Fitch, of Connetticat.
Thomas Walker, Jun. of Virginia.
Jotn Butler, Interpreter for the Crown.

On the 7th d y of January, in the year of our Lord 1769, be-
fore me Ifaac Jone:, efq: Mayor of the city of Philadelphia,
came the Rev. Richard Peters, reftor of the two United Chur-
ches of Chrift Church and St. Peters, in Philadelphia, one
of the fubfcribing witneles to the within written deed, and made
oath on the Holy Evangelifts of Almighty God, that he was pre-
fent, and did fee the within named Abriham, or Tyahanefera,
a chief of the Mohawks : William, or Seangiiois, a chief of the
Oneidus Hendrick, or Saquarifecra, a chief of the Tufcororas;
Bunt, or. Chenaugueata, a chief of the Onondagas; Tagaaia, a
chi‘f of the Cayugas . and Gauftarax, a ciiet of the Serecas,
mike the feveral marks in the within written deed, againft their
refpeltive names, placed as the particulu mark of each nation ;
and did alfo fee the faid Abr ham, or Tyahagefera ; William, or
Searghois - Hendrick, or Saquarifera ; Bunat, or Chenaughezta s
Tagaaia, and Gauitarax, refpeftively {eal, and as their alt and
deed, deliver in behalf of themfelves, and the {everal nations
which they efeQually reprefented, the within written deed peil ;
and that the name Richard Peters, fubfcribed thereto as a wit-
nefs of the fame, is of his own hand writing; and alfo, that the
faid Richard Peters faw W. Franklin, Governour of New. Jerfey ;
Frederick Smith, chief juftice of New- Jerfey ; Thomas Walker,

. <cm.
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Commiffioner for Virginia; James Tilghman, of the Cougcil of
Pennfylvania; John Skinner, C.pt. in t-e 70th regiment; jofeph
Chew, of Connefticut; John Walker, of Virginia ; E. Fitch,
of Conn €ticut : Thomis Walker, jua. of Virginia; Johkn Butler,
Interpreter for the Crown, fubfcribe tieir names as witnefles
likewife to the figning, fealing, and delivery of the within srit-
ten deed poll. Witnefs my hand and feal, the day and year

. aforefaid. .
, . I. JONES, (L. &)
Minutes of ti:e Congrefs at Fort Stanwix, in1763. .
- A'I‘ a Generaj Congrefs held with the Six.Nations, Shawrefle,
Delaware, Stnecas of Ohio, and their dcpeadants, at Fort
Stanwix, OQober 26, 1768. *
YP*R ES EN T, .

The Honourable Sir Willinm Johtfon, Baronet, Superinten-
dant of Indian affairs; His Excellency William Franklin, Efq;
Governour of the province cf.New-fer(ey ; Thomas Walker,
Efq; Commiffioner from the colony of Virginia; Honourakh:
Frederick Smyth, Ciiiei Juftice of New-Jerfey ; Richard Peters
and James Tilghmn, Efquires, Commifiioners from the provipee.
of Pennfylvania; George Croghan and Daniel Claufe, Efquires,
Deputy Agents of Indian affairs Guy Johnfon, Eiq; Deputy
Agent and Sécretary of Indian afiirs; with fundry other Gen-

* tlemen from the different colonics: John Butler, Efq: Mr.

Andrew Montour, and Mr., Pailip Phillips, Interpraters for the ~

Crown. .

INDIAN CHIEFS PRESENT. Dlohawks.-Abra-
ham, Kanadagaya, Kendrick, Arsghiadecka, Kayetiqueregor,
Tobarihoga, Onohario, etc. etc. etc. Onondagas,-The Buat, Tewa-
ruit, Diaguanda, Tawafhaghti, ectc.’ etc. etc. Senecas,----
Gauftarax, - Qnongot, ctc. ¢tc. etc. Oneidas,--Canaghquiefon,
Nicholafera, Senughfis, Gajuheta, T4gawaron, gic. etc. etc. ¥
Cajugas,.-Tagaaia, Skavarady, Atrawawna, etc. etc. etc. Tuf-
caroras,---Saquarifera, Kanigor, Tyagawshe, etc. etc. etc.
Mingos of Ohio. Snawr~fic,--Beneviffica. Delawares, Killbuck,
Turtleheart, ctc. etc. eic. '

Brethrer, : o

HEARKEN tomsz who have good words to {peak to
you, fuch as are for the b-pest of yeur whole confederacy, and

ot your children yet unborn.

'ou all remember, that tares years 2go I fignified to you his
IAajefty’s defire to eablih a boundary line between his people
and yours : and taat we t-en agreed together, how {om: part
of that line fhculd run, whenever the fame cinte to be fe:tled.

You :li, T am hope ul, r>collc tue reafons I then gave you
for making fuch a buuad ry ueverthelefs, I fhnll agim repeat
tiem. You know, bretarey, that the encrdschmeris npon yovr
lands have been alwzys onc of vour principz! {ubjelts of com-
pizint; and’that, fo far as it could be done, endeveurs have
not been wanting for your obtiining r-drefs.  Eu¢ it was a dif-
cult tafk, and geperaly unfuccefsful - for althovan the provincss
haje bounds berwcen exch otker, thers are mo ceriain _bounds

betwean

»
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“Qetveen them and you, 2nd thereby, not only feveral of our peo-
pie, ignorant in Indi:n 1fiirs, have advanced too far into your
country, but alfo mrny of yoyr own people, tiirough the want
of fuch a line, have be:n Jdectived in the files they have made,
or in the'limits tney nave fet to our refpe@tive cliims. Tiis
brethren, is a fad cafe, winch his frequently given us much
trouble, and turned ma .y of your nwads, bat it 1s likely to
continue fo, nutil foms bLoa ids are agreed to, fixed upon, and
made public between us.  Tue great, the'good King of £ngiand,
my mafter, whofe friendthip ani t-nder reqard for your interefts
I wifh you may ever hold 1u remembrance, has, amangit other
inftances of his gooda:fs, after long deliberation on fome means

for your relicf, and for preventing futurs difputes concerning -
lands, at length refolved upon fixing a general boundary line

between his fubjefts and you, and tiat in (uch a-manner as fhall
be moft agreeable to you; in confequence of which, I have re-
ceived his royal comminds to call you together for tre eftablith-
ment thereof; and after confering with the governments intc-
sefled hereupon you now fee before you the Goveranour of the
Terfeys, the comumiflioners on behalf of Aferegoa, Governour of
‘Virginia, and commiffioners from Pennfylvania, in order to give
you the firongeft affurances on benalf of their refpeltive gvern-
ments, of their refolutions to p1y due segard to what thall be
now eatered into; th: prefence of {o many great men will givea
fan&tion to tke tranfa&tion, and ¢aufe the fame to be kpown as far
as the Englith name extends. His Majefiy has dircéted me to
give you a handfome proof of his generofity, proportioned to the
nature and extent of what lands fhall fall to him. Upon the
whole, I hope that your deliberations will be unanimoue, and
your refolutions fuch as his Majsity may confidsr as proofs of
your gratitude for all his favours. A five new Belt.

"+ ‘The tmportance of this a%zir now before us, requires the moft

ferious attention; I will not burthea you with any other fubject
untit this is generally fettled, and therefore we fhall adjourn
that ycu may have time to think of it, and come fuliy prepar-
ed to give an agreeable anfwer. .
Then Abrzham, Chief of the Mohawks, after repeating what
Sir William had faid, addreffed him,
Brother,
- W E give you thanks for what you have faid to us at this time;

" & is a weighty affair, and we fhall, agreeable to your dcfire,

take it into our moft ferious confideration. We are glad that fo
miny great men are affembled to bear witnefs of the tranfaltion;
znd we are now refolved to retire and confult on a proper an-
{wer to be given to aH you have {aid ; and fo foon as we have a-
g:ed apon it, -we fhall give you notice, that we may agia af-

ble aud mike it known to you, and we are all much obliged
to you, that you have direQted us to attend to this great affair
alone at this time, that our minds might not be burthened or
giverted from it by attending to aidy thing elfe.

—— -
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‘A T a Generrl Congrefs held at Fort Stanwix witHthe Six Na-
4 3tions and dther Indians, on Tuefday November the 1ft, 17€83.
PRESENT asat the former Meeting.

The Indians being all {cated, they defired to know, whether Sir
William was prepared to hear them ; and on being anfwered in
the affirmative, the Speaker ftood up, and fpoke as follows :

Brother, '

W E are hopeful that youwill not take it amifs that we have
delayed till now our publick anfwer on the fubjelt you recom-
mendéd to us: this was a great and weighty matter, requiring
Jong deliberaticn, and thouid not be undertaken lightly ; we have
accordingly confidered it, and are now come to give you ocr fi-
nal refolutions thereon, to which we beg your attention.

Brother, - :

W E remember, that onour firft meeting with you, wizen you
came with your thip, we kindly received you, entertained yow, -
and entered into an alliance with you, though we were then great
and numerous, and your people inconfiderable and weak : and
we know that we entered into a covenant-chain of bark with you
and faftened your fhip therewith ; but being apprehenfive thebark
would break, and your fhip be loft, we made one of iron, and
beld it faft, that it fhould vot flip from us: but perceiving the
former chein was liable to ruft, we made a filver chain to goard
zgaiaft it. Then, Brother, yon arofe, renewedthat chain, which
began to look dull, and have for manv years taken &are of our
affairs by the command of the great King, and you, by your
labours, have polithed that chain . fo that it has looked bright,
ard is become known to all nations: for all which we fhall ever -
regard you, and we are thankful to yo@ in that you have taken-
fuch care of thefe great affairs, of which we are always mindful,
and we do now,on our parts, renew and firengthen the covenant”
chain, by which we will abide, fo long as you thall preferve ity
ftrong and bright on your part. A Bele.

Rrother, ’ ’

WE are glad that you have opened the rivers and cleared the

roads, as it is fo neceflary to nsboth. We were promifed, that,
‘when the war was over, we fhould have trade in plenty, goods

cheap, and honeft men to deal with us : and that we thould have -

procer perfons to manage ali tiis. We hcpe, that thefe pro-
mifes will never be fcrgot, but that they will be fully performed.
that we fhall feel the berefits of an intercourfe between us that
the roads and waters may be free and open to us all, to go to
the fouthward, or for cur fricnds. from thence, with whom we
are now at peace, to vifit us: that we may lave proper per{ons.
in our countries to manage aifurs, and ‘miths to mend our arvs
and implements ; and in the expeltation of this, we do now,
on our parts, open the roads and waters, and promife to affift

in keening them fo. A RBelt.
Then, after repeating all that had been faid concernicg the line,

the Speaker proceeded,
Brother, .

We nave long confidered this propofal for a boundary between
us,

L
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us, and wethink it will- b€ of goodcenfegrence, if you, on your

parts, pay a due regard toit. and we, in confe:;uence thereof,
have had fundry meetings amongft curfelves and with you. and
from all that you have faid to us thereon, we have at length
come to a final refolution concerniong it, and we hope that what
is now agreed uponifhall be inviolably obferved on your parts,
as we cre determined it fhall be on ours ; and that no farther at-
tempts will be mide on our lands, but that this line be confider-
ed as finals and wedo now agree to the line we have marked upon,
your map, now before you, on certain cenditions on which we
have fpoksn, and fhall fay more, and we defired that one article of
this our agre=ment be, that none of the provinces, or their peo-
ple, fhall atternpt to invade if, under colour of any old deeds, or
other pretences whatloever ; for in many of thefe things we have
been impofed on, and therefore we difclaim them all. Which
bounds, now agreed to, we begin on the Qbio, at the mouth’ of -
the Cherokee river, which is now our juft right. and from thence
we go up, on the fouth fide of the Ohio, to Kzttzning, above
Fort Pitt, from thence a direft line to tie rexrefi fork of the
Weft Branch of Sufquehanna, thence througu the Alegany moun-
tams, along the fuuth fide of ti.e faid Wef: I'ronch, till we come
oppofite to the mouth of the creek called Ciadagaton. thence
acrofs. the Weft Branch, and along the ezft fide of that creek,
and along the ridge of Burnet’s hills, to a creex called Awaudze,
‘thence down the {:me to the Each Branch of Sufquehanna, and
acrofs the fame, and up the eaft fide of that river toCwegy from
thence eafiward to Delaware river, and up that river- to cppofite
where Tianaderrah falls into Safquehanna ; thence to Tiander-
rah, "and up the wefl fide thereof, and its weft bronch, tothe -
‘head therecf : theace by a firaight line to the mouth of Canada
cresk, where it empties itfelf into Wood creek, at the end of the
ong carrying place beyond -Fort Stanwix. Ard t-is we declare
to be curiinal refolves, and weexpet thatthe conditions of this
our grant will be oblerved. A Bele.
Brather,

NOW as we have made {o large a cefiion to the King cf
fuch a valuable and extenfive co rtry, we do expedt it as the
terms of ouragreement, that firiét rezard be paid to all our realo-
nable defires. We do now, on tiis cafe, on behalf and in the
name of a!l our warriors ef every nation,~€ondition, that our
warriors fhall have the liberty of bunting througrout the country,
as they have no other means of fubfiflance; and as your people
‘have not the fame occafions or inclinztions, that the white peo-
ple be refiri€ted from huntisg on our fide of the line, to prevent
contention befween us. : A Belt.

Brother,

B Y this belt we addrefs ourfelves to tae great King of En-
cland, through you our fuperinicnia~t, in the nime and in be-
half of all tie Six Nationss, S!zwncfTe, Lelawares, and all
otner our fr.ea-is, allies, and depandants . we naw tell the King
that we have given to Lim 2 great and valui'ye country, and
we kmow that what we fhall now get for it mutt be far thort of

its
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‘it w'alﬁe: We mnke it a condition of this our agreement con-
cer . g the line, . t:at his m1icfly will not forrg-tor n-gle:t to

“fhew us his favour, or fufer fie cuain to contrutruit: but

that he will direet thofe w.o have the minigemen: of our aTairs
to be punétualin renewing our  :ciznt agresments : Taat - tae
Mohwks dre now within t.e line whica we give tc the King,
ard tuat tucfe people are the trus »hd heads of tie whole confe-
deracy, their fev r 1 V lages, and a'l tl.e 1204 taey occupy ua-
p:tended abou’ them, as a.fo t.e rail- - o5 of any other of our
confederacy ateited by tuis icifion, {uall be confidered as t.eir
fole property, and =t thuir difpofil, hoti new and fo long as the
fun lhines and tant aii grants or eazageme,its they have nowor
latcly eatersd in.o, th I be wonfiderel as independant of this
bouad <y« [othat tey who have fo little left, may not lofe the
ben-4t of t = fulzof «*, but that the paople with whom they have
agrred, miy have th-land, We likewife farther condition, ot
be al of all t..e iix \.tiwns, asd of Il our alliss, friends, aad
nev..ews, our d:pendints, that as we have expegicnced how dif-
ficuit it 15 to get juitics, 3r to mik> our complaints known, and
tit:t iris not i 1 .e power of our fuperintendant to tike care of
our if irs in di.ferent places without t..e King’s help . that his
Majefty will give him help and firengti: to Jo us juftice, and to
m iage ~ur affijes in @ proper maoner. We all krow the want
of this, and we make it a point of.great confequeac>, on which
this our prefent agrezment is todepend, and without which af-
f.irs wili go wrong, and our headsm:y be turned.
B-otrer, ’

W E iikewife defire that 1s we have now given up1 great deal
of iard- within th: bounds that Mr. Penn claim=d a right of
buyi g} that he miy, in confequence of the zgreement] now
en-=rd info betwesa us, exjoy what we have given within them
L nits. And as we kaow that Lidius of Albiny did, inthe name
of teveral perfons, Iy claim to lands in Peanfylvania, whi'h we
kaow to be.unin't, and that the deeds he pretends a right to
wer: invaiil, we expe® that no regard wiil be paid to them,
or any fuch claims, nowor hereafter, as we have fairly fold them to
the proprictors of Penn{ylvania, to whom alone we fhall fell
lands witilin taat province: and we flitl now give them a de'd
for that and other iands tiere. And in order to fhew that we
love jaftice, we exne the tr ders who {ufered by fom? of our
dependants in the wass §ve yeirs ago,-may have a geant for the
lands we now give them down Ohio, as a fatisfaétion for their lol-
fe;; and aﬁ-g_:»friend Mr. Croghan laag ~go §ot a deed for lands
t:;om us,- which may now be tékeu into MMr. Pena’s lind’s;

°

* This related to landson the Sufquehanna. etc.

§ Mr. Penn claim*d this pre-emtion in virtus of King Charles’s
charter to him, of the ath of Mareh, 1681, and of an a& of af-
fembly of Penufylvania, pa{f-d in 1700, prohibiting all perfons
except himfelf and his licirs, £rom buying any 1inds from the na-
tives within the limits thereof. .

1 The proprietors of Pernfylvania benght of the Six Nations
2 large tralt of country at this Conasrals. ancd on receiving t'.ei;

ced of conveyance for the fame the faid proprictors paid 17 Six
Nations 10,000 Spanifh milied dollar:, “being the confidcgation
money for tue faid tralt. i b

fhould '
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fhould it o happen; we requeft that it may be confidered, and

that he may gtt as much from the King fomewhere elfe, as he

fairly boughtit. And as we have given enough to fhew our love
| for the King, and make his people eafy, in the next ‘place, we
i expe&l, that no old claims, which we difavow, or rew encroach-
| ments may be allowed of. g

Brother, .
/NPZ{ We have now gone through this matter, and we have fhewn our-
felves ready to give the King whatever we could reafonably fparc;
we ol oUr parts, exprefsour regard for him, and we hope for
his favour in return. Our words are firong and our refolutions
firm, and we expedt that our requefls will be complied with, in-
- afmuch as we have fo generoufly complied with all that has been
defired, ‘as far as was confiflent with cur integeft. A Relt.
AT a general Congrefs held at Fort Stanwix with the Six Nc-
tions, and other Indians, on Friday, November 4, 1768.
PRESENT, asat theformer Meeting.

SIR WILLIAM, at the defire of the Gentlemen commifficner s
from Pennfylvania, acquainted the Indians, that they, thecom-
miffioners, had a prefent ready to the amount of five hundred
dollars, to give in full fatisfalticn of the Conoftoga Jands, which,
Dy the death of that pecple, became vefled in the proprictcrs.
‘That they freely gave this fum, usa farther proof of the regard
of that province for them aud of their concern for the unhappy
“fate of the Conoftogas. Then Sir William told the Indians, that

- us the proprietaries did not know, whether they would chocfe
money ¢r goods for the addition of land to Pennfylvania, they

_were then unprovided ; but that Sir William Jehnfon would te
anfwerakle for the fpeedy pzyment of the purchafe, and would
propofe to them, either to recive it in morey, to be fent on the
commiflioners return, or in goods as fpeedy as poffible, or to
wait till next {pring, by which time they could have goods better,
ard more for the {ame money from England, which was fubmit-
ted to their determination. ;

As it grew late, Sir William difmiffed the Indians till the next
day, when they were to {ublcribe to the deed of ceflicn, and re-

© cetve the confideration. . .

. At night the Chi‘fs came to Sir William, and told him, that

) they had confidered the propofal made by the commiffioners of
Pennfylvania, and they preferred the receiving the purchafe in

- cath, as the {peedieft payment: which was agreed to, and ficu-
rity given, that the fame Jhould be paid in fix weeks.

AT a Cg;xgre{s with the feveral Nztions, Saturday, November
55 1766
PRLESENT, as before.
T HE deed to Lis Majefly, that to the proprieteors of Penn-
{fylvania, with that to the traders, being then laid on the table,
were executed in the -prefence of the Governcr, commiflioners,
and the reft of the gentlemen. ‘
After which, the Chiefs of each nation received the cafh, which
was piled on a table for that purpofe, ard then proceedcd to di-
- vide the goods amongft their people, which occupied the remain-
* der of thatday.
- .M. The Governour and commifficters took leave, 7nd re-
turzed to their refpeltive provinces ; and that night Sir William
tosk

2
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took leave of the chiefs, recommending it fo them to remember

what had been then tranfaéted, and cautioning themagainft com-

miting any diforders at_tkeir departurc, but to pack up their
goods and return home in peace and good order. .

To all to whom thefe prefents fhall come; or may concern.

E the Sachems and Chiefs of the Six Confederate Nati-

v v “ons, and of the Shawaneffe, Delawares, Mingoes of Ohio.

ud other dependant tribes, on behalf of ourfelves and of the

reft of our feveral nations, the chiefs and warriors of whom are -

now hereconveredby Sir William Johnfon, Baroret, his Majel-

ty’s Superintendart of our affairs, fend greeting :
WHEREAS his Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to

propofe to us in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-

- jive, that 2 boundary lire fhould be fixed betweea tae Englith

and us, to afcertain and eflablifh our limits, and preveat thof
ntrufions and encroachments, of which we had fo long and leud-
Iy complzined ; and to put a flop to the many fraudalent ad-
vantages which had been fo often taken of us: which bouniary
appearing to us a wife and geod m2aiure, we did then agree to
a part of aline, and promited to {ettle the whole finzlly, when-
foever Sir Willi-m fonnfon fhould be fully impowered to trcat
with us for that purpofe. : '

And whereas tis_{tid Majefiy hus at length given Sir Wiiliam
Joinfon orders to. compleat the faid boundary line betwe n the
provinces and the Indians: in ccatorm:ty to which orders, Sir
Willitm Johnfon has coavened the chiefs and warriors of our re-
{poltive nations, wno are the tru: and abloluts proprietors of
the lands in queftion, and who are here now, to a very coufider-
able number. \

And whereas many uneafinefies doubts have atifen amongft us,
which have given rife to an apprehenfion that tie line may not
be firiftly obferved on tite part of the Engliﬂ}, in which cafe
matters may be werfe than before . which apprehenfion, toge-
ther with the dependant fiate of fome of our tribes, and otier
circumflances, retarded tie fettlement, and became the fubjeét of
fome debate ; Sir William Johnfon has at length fo far fatisficid
us upon it, as to induce us to come to an agreement conceraing,
the line, whicli is now brought to a concluiion, the whele beirt;
fully exnliined to u3’in a large aembly for our peopie, beforc
Sir Willizm Johrfon, and in prefence et his ExceEe::y’:he GCo-
veraor of Nesw- Jerfey, the ccmmifficrers from the provincez o Vir -
giniaand Pean{ylvasia, and fundry othtr gentlemca; by which lina
fo sgreed upon, a coniiderable trat of country alongfeveral pro-
vInces, is by us ceded to his faid Majefly, which we are induced to,
and do hereby ratify and confrm to his {aid Majefty, from the ex-
petation and cenfidencewe place inkis royal gooZnefs, thathewill
gracioufly comply with cur humble requeits, as thefameare expref-
fed in the (peech of the fevero] nations # acdreffed to hisMajefly.
through Sir Willizm Johnfon, .on Tuofday the fré day of the
prefent month of [Nosember; wher i1 w2 have declared ourex -
peQtations of the continvance of his Liajefly’s favour, and our
defire that ouvr ancient engagements be obferved, and our affzirs
attendad to Iy e officer who has the managanent thereof, en-
abling him to d.charpe all the maticrs properly for cur intedeli:
That the lands occupied by the DMobawks around their villagss,
. as

* Sce page 13.
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as well 2s by any other ration affeCted by this our ceflion, may
eifcftually remain to them and to their polierity; and that any
engagem .:ts r:garding froperty, which t.ey may now be under,
m-y be profccuted, aud our prefent grants § deemed valid on cur
parts, with tue feveral other humble requeils cont.ined in cur
{faid fpeech. i

AND WHEREAS at the fettling of the faid line, it 2p-
peared that the line difcr bed by his Majefty’s order, was not
extended ts the nortiward of Owegy, or to the fouthward of
Great Kanbawa river, we have agreed to, and continued the
lize to ti.e nortuward, ona fuppofition that it was omitted, by
reifon of our not haviny come to any determin-tion concerning
its courfe, at a Congft(s held in 17851, And inafmuch us the
line to the nostliw .ri, becime the moli neceflary of any, fcrpre-

- wenting encroachmenats, ou our very towns and refidences; and

we have given this ling mor f:vourably to Pennfylvania, for the
realons aud confiderotions mentiened in the treaty We have
likewife contivued it fouti to the Cherokee river, becaule the
{arne is, end wedo aecl.re it to b cur true bounds with the focu-
thern Indiarns, and that .¢ h. ean unsoubted rigit ta the coun-

Ary as far foutn as that river, which makes cur ceffon to his

Majefly muc. more advantagecus than that prop.fed. - Now
thercfore, know ye, tirat we the {'chems and chi.ts afcremen-
tioved, native It di-vs and proprietors of the lunds hereafter de-
ferited, for and in behalf of curfelves and the whole of our con-
fe ‘eracy, for the confid- rations hertin before mentioned, uud a!-
fo for and in coufid rat:on of the valuable-prefent of tie fevera!
articles in ufe amongft Indi:ns, whic., together with a large fum
of moncy, amounts in the wiole, tothe fum of ten thoufand
four hundred asd fixty pounds {even thillings and three pence
fterling, to us now delivered, and prid by Swr Willinra Johrfon,
Baronet, his Majefly’s fcle agert and fuprrintendant of Indian
affairs for the northern deparfmer t of Americo, n the name and
behalf of our Sovercign Lord George t!.e third, by the grace of
God, of Great-Britain, Frauce and I-elind King, ce ender of
the taith; the receipt whereof we do Lereby acknuwledge - we
the faid Indians, have for us our heirs and {ucceffours, granted,
bargained, fold, releafed, and confirmed, and by thefe prefents
do ¢ rant, bargain, fell, releate, and confemr. unic cur fa'd So-
vercign Lord King George. the Tlird, ail that tro€tof land fitu-

ate in Nerth-America at the back o the Pritifh fettlements,

Lounded by a line which we bave now agrsed upen, and do here-
by eftablih as the boundary between us ani ile Britifi Colo-
rics in America ; begining at the mouth of the Checrokee or Ho-
gohege river, wiereit ematies into the river Ohio, and running
from thenee upwards along tt e fouth fide cf ti e faid river to Cit-
tanning, whica isabove Fort Pitt . from trence by a direlt line
to the neareft fork cf tie weft branch of Safquchanna, thence
througi tre Allegany mountains along the {cuth fideof the faid
well brinch, til it comes oppofite to the inouth ot the creek
called Tiadagbton ; thence acrofs the weft branch and aleng

: : tie

§-The grants they thea made, and whiclh are here alleded te,
were as follows: one to Mr. Trent: onc to George Croghan,
Efq; and one to Meflrs. Penns, proprietors of the province of
Pennfylvinia.

% Sce page z.
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the fouth file of that creek, and along the north fidz cf Buriaat’s
hills, to acreek called Awindae; thence down the fame to the
ea't brancn of § {quehanni, 2nd acrofs tue fame, and up thee:ft
fide of tart nverto Owegy : from thence caft to Delaware'tiver,

_aniuptnit river tooppoiite waere Tianaderha falls into.Sulque -

haanz th.-nce to Tianaderha, and upthe weft fide tf ereof and tize
wefl fid: of its weft branch, to the head thereof ; and thence by a
dire't kine to Canad . cre-k, where it empties into Wood creek at
the weftznsofthecarrying pt ce beyond FortStanwix,and extend-
ing ¢ fiward fromevery part of the faid line s far asthelands for-
m:rly purchafed, fo as to comprchend the whele of the lands b
tween the [ i line and the purchafcd 1:0ds or fettiements, ex-
cept waitis witkin the proviuce of Fenrfylvania, togetier with <l
the Lereditaments and appurtenances to the {.me belonging or
appertaining, in the fullefl and moli ample manaer | aniait
eltate, right, title, iatersfl, property, poffeffion, benzat, ciann,
and demund, eitheria law or equity, of €ach aud every f u-,
of, in, orto the {ams, or any p.rt tiereof, to have and to lold
the whole lands znd premites hereby granted, hargiined, fol,

relealed, and confirmed asaforefaid, with th: hereditaments ai d

appurtenances thereunto belonging, undsr the re{vrvationsinade
in the treaty unto our {'id Sovereign Lord Iing George tue
third, - his heirs and {uccefiours, to and for his aad taeir own pro-
per ufe and behoof for ever. In witrels-whereof, we the chiefs
of the confederacy, have hereuntn fct our murlzs and feuls, at
Fort Stanwix, the sthy day of November, 1743, in the ninth year
of his-Majeity’s reign. .
Se:led and delivered in
the prefence of us |

e A T a Congra{s beld at the German Flats, in the province of

New York. with tie Six Nations of Indizns, in July 1770,
by Sir Willitm Jshinfod, Baronet, his Majeiiy’s (ie ageat and
‘upcrintendant of Indian affairs, eic. etc.

¢ He fpoke to them as follows:

¢ Brothérs,

- The King my mafler having received all the papers and pro-
ceedings relative to the gre ¢ treaty ut Fort Stanwix, to-
getaer with the deed of ceffon wuoich you thn cxecuted
to him, has laid them befor= kis council of great men, and
after confidering tie whole of it, has fignified to me, (which I
nope w.ll be deemed a farther infiance of his nateenal foodnefs,)
thit ke did not require the lacd {o far to the routhwaed (15 the
Ch- rokes river) if it was of the leaft inconveaience td#his children,
wiiofe intereft ne has fo muen ot heart.  He Lue, at lengih, in
compliance wita your own defires, as travfmiired &, me, and
the public grant th:t you made, impowered me o ratily the
{ame, by letters I have received from the Lord (the Earl of Fiil-
boroug') wro is cne of his Majefty’s Secrsidry’s. {(holding his
Lordwmip’s I-iter in kis hand,) which 1 ncw purpofc to do. You
‘all know the deed of ceflion, of whiel this (lesing a copy) is 2

.true copy.--- You all kinow it was executed ia a puablic mecting

of tle g-:at: it numbeq’r,of Indians that kas ever (1 <on) affernbled
within the time of ourlremembrance, and that all wio had any
presentions were duly fummoned to it, ef¢.” . :

“To

'
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T'o which the Six Nations anfwered ;
¢ Brother Goragh Warruighiyagey,

s We are now met together in full council, to anfwer you,
concerning what you laft fpoke to us, about the King’s having
recsived our deed, and the proceedings at Fort Stanwix, with his
ratfication of the fame, with which we are highly pleafed.”
Counfellor DA GG E’s epinion on the Tnaian grant of lands

' to William Trent and others, viz.

4 H E writers on jurifprndencé agree in the propofition “that

i the original right to all kinds of.property arofe frem pre-
occupancy, and that ia a ftate of nature every one might poflefs
himfelf of, and retain ary vacant fubjeit.” S

The firft occupant had a right to grant, ceds,.er transfer _the
fubjeft he had poffcfled himfelf of, to fuch perfons, and #pon
fuch terms, as he thought proper ; and if before fuch grant, cef-
fion or transfer the occupant died, his property defcended to his
childrqz. ‘The right of tranfmitting property always refided in
the owcr, and civil infiitutions only prefcribed the ode of
carrying taat rightinto effe€t. .

In that period of fociety when countries were formed, and their
bound:ries fixed, we find that diferent diflrills were appropria-
ted to the native owners, the firt occupants, or in cafe of vacant
or dercli&t lands to the firft difcoverers. From thofe original pro-
prietors each country was tranfmitted to other proprietors, by
the confent or ty the conquelt of the prefent owners.

In the cafe under confideration, I am of opinion that the In-
dians of the Six Nations appear to have been entitled to the lands
in queftion from preoccupancy, cr from conqueft ; but however
their right accrued, they are acknowiedged in exprefs words by
‘the deed of ceffon to the Crown, made at Fort Stanwix, No-
vemker 5th, 1768, to have been at that time the true and abfo-
lute proprietors of the lands in queftion ; and fo they were alfo
acknowledged to be in the public negociations bztween” England
and France, in the year 1755, and fo alfo, as is ftated in the cafe,
feveral treaties of peace and commerce entered into with particu-
1:'r nations or. tribes of Indians by the Exzlith nation, corfider
2d treat the natives or occupiers as the lawful pofleffors and
ceners of tite countries tiiey refpectively cccupy.

‘Thedeed of ceffica to the Crewn, on the sth of November,
7763, was mads in confideration of 10,460 1. 7s. 3d. flerling, then
paid to the Sizz United Nations, &nd for other confiderations menti-
cned and expreffed in that deed and the treaties previous and
rreparatory to it.

This de f cefiion, the conveyance to NMr. Trent, ard the
teeaties in 1755 and 1758, muft be corfidered together, as they
21l tend to illufirate the whole trapfaftion. and explain the in.
tenfion of the contraling parties: And taking the whole under
confieration it appe:rs, that the Six United Nations were truly
©.nfible of the great lofs the traders had fuftaired by the trea-
ehery anddepredations of fome cf their tributary or dependant
tribes ; that a requifition wzs made to the Six United Nations
inMay 1765 for a grant of land by way of compenfating i forme
merfurs for the damagesthe iiedars hed fufiained by the dep-e-
dations of their dependnts or tributary Inditns; that the Six
Mations, after deliberating from the 24 of IMay, when this re-
cu:§iion wis mae, tothe Gth of Myy, they agreed that thers-
dusf of the tradess Donld be compl'ed with, and they would graat

them
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tiem fome lands near Fort Pitt. That at the Conprefs and trez-
ty in November 1763, held at Fort Stanwix, the chiefs and t1-
chems ot the Six. United Nations agrin took this matter under
their confideration, and upon the fir:l day of that month cxzpreff-
ly declared, that ¢ in order to fhew that they loved juftice,
« they expeted, that the traders who fuffered by femc of their
« dcpendants in the war five years fince, migat have a gront for
¢ the lands tuey then gave them down Olio, asa faiisfaltion for
¢ their lofies.””

On the 3d day of the fame month of November, the fix N1-
tions, by their fachems and chiefs cxccuted the coaveyance to
Mr. Trent, whica proceeds upon a recit1l, tiat he had boen
impowered by feveral letters of attorney from: the fuffiring tra
ders named in the faid deed, to afk;, folicit, demand, und re-
ceive from the Six Nations 2 grant of a tra of land as afatis-
faflion, cdmpenfation, in retribution for tie goods, merohan-
dife, ang effects of the faid William Trert, and of tke faid feve-
ral traders which the faid Skawneffe, Dolkware znd Huron
tribes, tributariss of the faid Six Mations (contr:ry to ail good
faith, atd ig violation of their repeated promifes of {zfsty and
protetion € the traders, their fervants and edelts, while trad-
ing i-their country) did violently feize upon, aml vojeltly
rappfbpriate to their own ufe. 'The deed then declares that ia
confideration of the fum of 85,91él. 1s. 8d. laviful money of t-e
province of New-York, the fame beirg the zmount of the goods
and mecchandife which were unjuftly feized and taken from tic

_traders as aforefaid, whereof juft and fair accounts on ozil: acd

“ affirmation had bern produced, interpreted and expluined to
them:, and which at their defire were then lodzed ard cepufited
wit the ‘(aid Sir William 9ohnfon. The chiefs and fachems of
the faid Six United Natious, for the faid confidcraiions, ard in
coifideration of ss. did give, grant, bargain a2nd [ell unto his
Majefty, his Leirs and fucceflours, to and for the only ufe, be-
nefit, and behoof of the faid Williama ‘Frent, in his own right,
and 28 attorney aforelaid, all that trall of land defcribed in the
conveyance. To hold unto his Majefty, his Leirs and fuccsi-
fours, but to and for the only ufe, benefit, and behoof of tl:e
faid William Trent, in Lis own right, and as atterncy aforefiid,
Lis heirs and afigns for ever. This ceed of conveyance feems
tc have been executed in the mot public manner, in the pre-
fence of the King’s Governour of Newd Jesfey, and tie commifii-
oners from Virginia and Pennfylvania. - And feveral other per-
fons who attegded the Congrefs, «nd atteiled ti.e crecution of
this conveyance, which by tiut means received evegy degree of
folemnity and fanétion. :

On the sth dwy of the fame month of INovember, 1768, the
faid chiefs 1nd fachems cxecuted their deed of celion to his M-
jefy, of alarge trat of country upon the river Oiio. Tn tiis
deed of ceffion the Indians exprefily fiipulate that their prefent
grants (whi¥ch words arc expliined in the minutes of Congrefs
of November sth, whers tae traders dead is mentioned with the
other grants then mzde ) * fouid Ledeemed validon thelr prits,”
acd they convey io the King, not only in confideration of tle
prefemt then made, and the sooncy then paid by the Kisg a-
mounting to 16,450l 155, 2. but aifofor iLociaer coniidimations
in the deed before mentiosed, and the Habedum is to the Xipr,
bis heirs apd fgedeflona. « ~Jer e pefervariiamad Lo sLtirn-
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ty fo toat the deed of ceflion to the King virtuslly conficras the
conveyance to #r. JFrent. Upoa the whole,-I am of cpinion
that Wir. Trent in hicown right, ami asartorney for the traders,
hath a good, Jawul and fufficient title to the land granted by
the faid deed and civeyance, fhbied only to the King’s fovereign-
ty ower the fettiements to be cfiablifhed thereon, amd oﬁu-"g‘he in-

habitants as Englifh {ubjeéts. .
Lincoln’s Inn, Warch 20, 3775, .
(Signed ) HENRY DAGGE.

Serjeant G L ¥N’s opinjon. - . »
"TIRELY cencur with Mr. Dagge in kis opinion o
s cafe. The property of the foil conveyed to Mr Trent,
simfelf and as attorney was certainly in the Six Niitions, and
.incidest to that property, they had a power of alienéting and
-ricserriag in any manger, or to #ny perfohs, unlefs they had
n-en refirained by their own laws. ©
Ia this caledhe {upreme power of .the couniry refid ~the
fellers, who had therefore an abfolute power of alicnat , and
toe tranfation being fair and op2n, and for the exprefaspurpofe
ot Joing an alt of?mblic juftice, muft bind the S?ﬁons in
good faith. If we fuppofe, that the foveteignty o nd il
remainsin the Six Nations, the property of tke foil muw in
the grantce Mr. Trent, and cannot without violence an®®in.
jultice be taken from bim. The very a& however of the fove-
reign power of the Six Nations admit- a capacity ir the grantee, .
to-take under the deed according totheir lawsor-ufags, and #iere
is no law that I ever heard of, that refirains the {uhjells ef the
crown of England frem purchaficg in fereign gomisione® The
inteation of the parties bere appears to have been to tramé‘er e
fovereiznty to the crown of Engzian®-By fhe fime iMrumens
whereby theland wasconveyed. This transfer of the foveteis *t'y“,‘
is effeftual, it palfed, and is conSrmed by t.e deed of ceffion to
the crown, dated two days after; but fubject Loweverfo all the
antecedent rights of property, the crown being entitled-only o
the immediate property of vacaat and unappropriitetlands. but
in this cafe thelands are abandoned,by the proprietors and con-
veyed to tie grantee. If the crown had an nriginal foversigoty,
flill the foil being the propegty of the Six Natioas, they and
tneir aliepee fhould be proteSted by that fovereignty in their pro-
perty- If the crows acqujred the fovereignty by the grant to
Mr. Trect, or by tieyee® of ceffion, the title of the graBitee is
then under-the proteCWbn®f the laws of Eugland. - -
Upon the whole, I am of opinion, that ia cvaryy way of con-
fidering taiagafe, the gran:to Mr. Trent is good, fufficient and
lawful; and™¥s under the protetion of the laws of England.
Serjeant’s Inn April 13, 1775. :
( Signed ) JOHN GLYNN.
H AV ING long fince carefally fludied thefe points, I concuy
fully with Councellor Dagge and $erjeant Glyon in their
epinions as above delivered.
Philadelphia, July ¥2, 1775.
(Signed) : B. FRANKLIN.
F R ODM principles which appear to me very clear, I concur in
tie above opinions. *
Philzdclphia, July 29, 107z
Signed ) P. HENRY; Jun
. s )
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