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From tlio Boiliii Decree to the close of Mr. .Ii'lVeisou's Second Ailiiiliiistifttion—21.st Nov. 180t!. . .

.

iird March, 18()U.

Content* ov Chmtkh I.— Pnlimiimry Rnimrk-i.—Tlw llfrliii Dccrfo.— Ri<,'iiroim cxcriilinii nf iln' DiTiri-,—
llriti»ll OiiliT III I'ciiuiril. Till ,liiii.. IH'n.— 'I'lii' Oiiirr in (Nmiiril lli(iii;(li slrirtly JiKl iml |n'rli:i|H llic liciit

fcMIMr ii|ifii lo III!' Il^ll^ll (i.ivcriiliiriil.—'I'lir I'liiird Sliilfs nnsi. mi vnici' lUMIii.-'l l!iiiiMiiiiiirli',< Drcri'r.— 'I'lii)

OHllir dl'llll' ('llc,<ll|lrHkc. 'i'Jilli .lllllc, ISin.— Itlijhl nl' Sclllcll.— Siilllr llMTl'lllllll VI'SmU dl' Ihr Uuiliil Sliilc*
uiidiT Hiili.ili ((iMViiy.— llrilnh OiiIit in tlnniifil. Iltli Niiv., l«n. iiiul .Mil:in IJi'rii'c.— Disirciiini,' |iri(licaniriil
(il'llip rmli-il .SlnliM.— I'k'ii iiiIviiiicimI liy Kinncc. iiiiil ri'priileil hy llir I'liilnl SIiiWh.— I.iImtiiIiIv nl'llif iiiilKli
(iiivtmnirni lirl'.irc llir IIitIiii iiiul .Milnn l)ri'ri'i'»._|.;i,ili:ir(<ii An nl' I'niii-il finicH rmiL". '*. '/ftlli Drc, lilKJ.

—Mr. IliKi''* .Mi«inin.— I'lililir Ifiliinj in ihr I'mli'il .Sialic nntVnnilly lo 'iniii Hiimiii.— .Ai.liihiii.i to \)h- [.'. .s,

trnujii voted by Congress, wilh isupplies.— Klfui'l ol'tlni Kriiliiirgo.— iNnn-iiiltriouriu Act, l>t .Murili, lb08.

rrclimiimry rcmurkn. An lli.^toric'll immitive

whiclnvilfiillyoiri.'n(l.sagiiinst truth, or distorts

it to serve party purposes, is an imposture
;

and one tliat is devoid of fecliiif; is a.skeleton :

the one, unprineiiiled ; the other, spiritless and

forliiddinR. We, in the discharge of our huni-

blo ofliee, will .strive to eschew both ; keepiuij;

clear, to the best of otir ability, of the lively,

but prejudiced and disingenuous political

pamphlet, on the ono hand ; and of the

dry and meagre outline of the mere an-

nalist, on the other. Wa write, jealously

observant of truth, so far as wc can discern it

;

but, at the same time, wc are not ashamed to

confess (hit we write with emotion,—as from

the heart,—and a heart too, which, to its last

pulsation, will remain true, we hope, to the

glorious British constitution. To tell of gradual

estrangement and fmal collision, where nature

herself, no less than interest, urged to close

alliance ; to recite the atflicting details of war,

where peace, to either side, was in an cmin

ent degree prosperity, happiness, and wisdom

;

—this is our undertaking, and the occasion of

it we well may, as wc do, most conscientiously

deplore. In such a strife of brothers, victory,

even on our own side, is not recorded without

pain,—the pain which a man feels when he

discovers that the errors of human conduct

I

have given hiiu an enemy where, in the ties

I

of common language and race. Divine Provi-

dcncc, he mi;;ht argue, had designed that ho

sliould find a friend. The late war with the

I

L'nited States, is not the only contest in tho

I

world's history, which warns us that the pcr-

m.inent peace of nations, is not to bo implicitly

trusted to the mere physical circumstance of

their being " ffcntcn viiiiin lahil ; " yet the con-

sciousness that we iiave fought, even in .self-

defence, with those who .speak the .same tongue

and claim the same lineage with ourselves,

will be felt to damp the ardor of triumph in

the moment of victory, and to cloud its remem-

brance afterwards. To this feeling we are not

insensible
;
yet, at the .same time, it would be

aflccta.i jn in us to disguise the satisfaction wo

derive from the convict'on that the War of

1812 was attended with,at lcast,one good result.

It shewed that Canada, as to her deliberate

preference of British connection, and lier devo-

tion to the British throne, was sovmd to tho

heart's core. By declaimers in Congress—who
refused to hear the voice of reason from the

just and sensible minority in that Legislature

—the loyalty of Canada was impeached,

—

spoken of as a thing ofnought^ to be corrupted
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by the first offered bribe, detached from its

hollow adherence to British rule by the first

military proclamation, or daunted by the first

gleam of the Republican bayonets. Trans-

ported with the genuine spirit of democratic

inebriation, iI:cso Congress declaimcrs were

nevev able, for a moment, to entertain the idea

of loyalty, superior to all the arts and enchant-

ments of democratic seduction, growing up

to any extent under the mild and equitable

and parental rule of Great Britain :—of filial

love Incorruptible, inseparably weaving itself

round the time-honored institutions of a mon-

archy popular, free, and engrossing the hearts

ofits subjects. Disaffection, in theirjudgment,

prevailed far and wide in Canada : disaffection,

according to their confident but not very states-

man-like vaticinations, was to afford them an

easy conquest. The mass of our population

were to rush into their arms : very difierent

was the spirit which our invaders, when they

crossed the line, found amongst us,—they

found a spirit, not fondly anticipating their

embrace, but sternly prepared to graj)ple with

them in mortal conflict ; not pliant for pro^^lyt-

ism, but nerved for battle ; and they found

that spirit (we say it not in bitterness, but we

say ii with honest pride), they found that

epirit too mach for them. Tw:ir invasion was

repelled; and with it were n noUed likewise

their groundless imputations against the fidel-

ity and attachment ofthe Canadas to the parent

state.

Thus had Canada the credit of contributing

her quota to the brilliant evidence which his-

tory.supplies—in patriotic struggles and sacri-

fices such as the peasant-warfare of the Tyrol,

and the conflagration of Moscow—that mon-

archy may evoke in its behalf a spirit of chiv-

alrous devotion, and implant a depth of religi-

ous faith, cq:ial even in the strength and vigor

and courage of the moment, to ''^mocratic fer-

vor, and infinitely superior to • in sustained

efiFort and patient endurance.

As to the gallant spirit and the bold deeds

of our adversaries, sorry should we be—with

our eyes open to their merit—to depreciate

them as the}', in their imperfect knowledge of

UB, depreciated our loyalty. Whilst we frankly

bear testimon" ' "^ their skill and their valor,

on the lakes and sea more esp 'cially ; whilst

we confess that the energy and the success

with which they worked their di!uinutivc navy

commanded the respect, and even awakened

the fears of Great Britain ; we do not forget

that their crtorprise by land ended in discom-

fiture, and that Canada was greatly instru-

mentiil to that discomfiture. It was by the

side of a mere handful of British troops that

our Canadian militia achieved the expulsion

of the invading foe ; and, what is more, we
do 1..

' regard it as an extravagant supposition

that, had the Mother Country been unable to

send them a single soldier, but regular officers

only, to discipline and lead them, their own
true hearts and strong arms—so thoroughly

was their spirit roused—would, unaided, have

won the day. Be this as it may
;
Qanada did

her part, and nobly too. Far be it from U3

to think of casting away or of unworthily

hiding the laurels which she has gained

;

though most sincere is our desire to interweave

with thcni for aye the olive branch of peace.

Many of her native sons who took up arms in

her defence, are still living amongst us, hon-

ored as they deserve to be ; and so long as

they shall be spared to us (and may Almighty

God spare them long), we trust that political

vicibi-itude will not bring them the mortifica-

tion of seeing the gr;at principle of British

supremacy for which they bore the musket aiid

drew the sword, falling into anything like gen-

eral disrepute. And when, in obedience to the

common dcstinj' of men, they shall have been

removed, may their spirit long survive them,

animating the bosoms ofan equally gallant and

loyal race in generations yet unborn, and

cherished as a pearl of great- price by an affec-

tionate mother country, in " the adoption and

steady prosecution of a good system of colonial

government."

We.proceed now to take up, in the order of

time, the causes of the war.

The Berlin Decree,
21st November, 1806.

Placed in a position of

power, apparcpt'y fm-

pregnablc, by his recent victory of Jena ,(14th

Oct., 180C), which left the Prussian monarchy

prostrate at his feet : but smarting still with

the galling memory of Trafalgar, . the French

Empeicr deemed the opportunity afforded by

the complete humiliation of Prussia favora-

ble for returning, as fiercely and as fully as he

could, the terrible blow inflicted by Great

Britain in the annihilation of his navy. Dis«-
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bled from attempting his revenge where the

ruinous catastrophe had befallen him,—on the

sea, from which his fleets had been swept by'

the skill and courage and maritime genius of

his island-foe ; he put forth the full strength

of his passionate nature anu his prodigious

energies to accomplish on the land, where his

arms had been hitherto irresistablc, those plans

for the destruction ofBritish commerce, which

—as Mr. Alison has described them—were

owing to " no momentary burst of anger or

sudden fit of exultation; but the result of

much thought and anxious deliberation."

These plans were embodied in the famous

manifesto which is known by the name of "the

Berlin Decree," having been issued on the 21st

November, 1806, from the subjugated court

of the unfortunate King of Prussia.

The Berlin Decree is an ordinance familiar to

all, mainly through the medium of Mr. Ali-

son's widely circulated history ; but in order

to make our present publication as complete

in itself as we can, we will introduce the eleven

articles of the Decree,* as 'hey appear in that

admirable work to which, no less than to its

own extraordinary pretensions, the Berlin De-

cree is likely to be indebted for immonality.

Rieorous execution I* >s Undoubtedly cor-

o» the Decree. rcct to Consider Buona-

parte's anathema against British commerce as

being, in one sense, extravagant and fiantic,

for it introduced a system of warfare unparal-

leled in the annals of civilized nations, and the

menaces it expressed very far exceeded the

ability of its author to carry them out. It is,

however, quite contrary to fact, to represent

it as a mere ebullition of rage, and a proceed-

ing utterly Quixotic and impracticable. It

said, in effect, to Great Britain,—" The French

Emperor declares that you shall have no trade
;"

and, although the extinction of British trade

was groiit.ly beyond his power, there is no

question that he was able to inflict upon it>

and did inflict upon it, serious damage. The

Berlin Decree was fiir from being a vapoury

threat. It did not, by any means, resolve

iuielf into empty air, but was rigorously exe-

cuted ; and the losses known to have been suf-

fered under its operation were in many in-

stances extremely severe. ' In t>o Hans

Towns, for example, the proprietors oi English

* See Decree at end of chapter.

merchandise were glad to be allowed to com-

pound for their valuable goods with the large

payment of £800,000. The Berlin Decree

obviously, then, was not—as politicians in the

United States would have it—a dead letter.

I- ; l.CJ

British Order in

Couiicil:'illi Jim. 1807.

Pressed by this un-

usual and threatening

emergcncy,the British Ministry were evidently

forced to adopt defensive measures. Accord-

ingly, on the 7th January, 1807, the Order i;i

Council, which will be found in the note

below,* was issued,—beirtg the first of those

* BniriSlI ORDER OF COCKCIL.

At the Court at the QwerCs Palace, January
7, 1807.

PRESENT,

The King's Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

" Whereas the French Government has issued

certain orders, which, in violation of the usages of

war, purport to prohibit the commorce of all neu-

tral nations witli his majestys doniiuioni ; and also

to prevent such nations from trading with any
other country in any articles the growth, produce,

or manufacture of his majesty's dominions ; and
whereas tlie said Government has also taken upon
itself to declire all his Majesty's doniinions'to be in

a state of blockade, at a time when the fleets of

France and her allies are themselves confined

within their own ports, by the superior valour and
discipline of the British navy; and whereas such

attempts on the part of the enemy would give to

his majesty an unquestionable right of retaliation,

and would warrant his majesty in enforcing the

same prohibition of all commerce with Franco,

which that power vainly hopes to effect against

the commerce of his majesty's subjects, a prohibi-

tion which the superiority of his majesty's naval

forces might enable him to support, by actuallj

investing the ports and coasts of the enemy with

numerous squadrons and cruisers, so as to make
the entrance or approach tliercto manifestly dan-

gerous ; and whereas liis mitjesty, though unwilling

to follow the example of his enemies, by proceed-

ing to an extremity so distressing to all nations

not engaged in the war, and carrying on their ac-

customed trade, yet feels himself bound by a due
regard to the just defence of the rights and inter-

ests of biis people, not to suffer such measures to

be taken by the enemy, without taking some
steps on iiis part to restrain this violence, ii..d to

return upon them the evils of their own injustice;

his majesty is thereupon pleased, by and with the

advice of hi.s privy council, to order, and it is

hereby ordered, that no vef^ol shall be permitted

to trade from one port to another, both wjiich ports

shall belong to, or be in the possession of France

or her allies, or shall be so far under the'.rcon'.rol

as that British vesselt may not freely trade thereat

;

and t,l)o commanders of his majesty's ships of

war and privateers shall be, and are hereby in-

structet' to warn every neutral vessel coining from
ary 8u<;h port, and destined to another such port,

to diwContiuue her voyage, and 'lot to proceed to

(ti' Xm
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two memorable Orders which, unhappily, con-

tributed to aggravate the prejudices previously

entertained against Great Britain by a large

majority of the inhabitants of the United

States, and supplied the ostensible, but—as

circumstances, to be hereafter noticed, entitle

us to argue—not the real ground for the AVar

of 1812. It if well to bear in mind that this

Order was not the production of a Tory Min-

istry
; but of a "Whig Cabinet, headed by Mr.

Fox,—a man who will hardly be charged with

any bias towards the arbitrary exercise of the

influence and power of the Bi'tish Crown. It

is still more important to remark that, when

Mr. M .nroe, the United States Minister in

London, communicated the Order to his

government, he did so with comments expres-

sive of concurrence and satisfaction. " The

spirit ofthis Order," observes Mr. Alison, "was

to deprive the French, and all the nations sub-

ject to their control, which had embraced the

Continental system, of the advantages of the

coasting trade in neutral bottoms ; and, con-

sidering the much more violent and extensive

character of the Berlin Decree, ther" can be

r.o doubf that it was a very mild and lenient

measure of retaliation."

Vhc Order in Conn- The issuing of the Or-
cil Inoiigh smelly Jiisl,

'^

noi prrimps the host der in Council, though
cimise open to llie . , i , ^ .1 ,

Uriiish Goveraiiiciu. Just and defensible, was,

perhaps, an infelicitous proceeding. The

British Government might have tried instead

one or other of two expedients, either of which,

as matters turned out, would probably have

answered better than that which was adopted.

If they would not have been justified in treat-

ing the Emperor's fulmination with contempt

;

they might—on the one hand—have paused,

at least, to ascertain whether neutral powers

would acquiesce in his fi-r-ous enactment.

any such port ; and any vessel, after being so

T.nrned, or any vessel eomiiip; from any such port,

after a reasonnblo time sliiill have been uftbrded

for rp"eiving iiiCormatioii of this his majesty's

c .oit? wl'ich shall befouud proceeding to another

slich port, sha'l be captured and brought in, and,

tofietiier with her cargo, shall be condomned as

lawful ])ri?.<}. And his majesty's principal secret-

aries of state, the lords eonnnissionci'S of the

athiiirnlty, and the judges of the high court of

adiiiiriilty, and courts of vice admiralty, are to take

the necessai'y measures herein as to them shall

respectively uppertuin.

W. Fawkener.

This would have put the United States to the

test. Had they acquiesced, 'heir French sym-

pathies would have stood confessed, and the

pretext of a grievance—not discover^ 1 until

an interval of some months had elapsed*—in

the Order in Council, would have been com-

pletely slmt out ; had they rcmoncitrated

;

that would have been takingpart with justice,

and Buonaparte might have given way. Or

—

on the other liand—the boldest course of all

might have been pursued, and the whole

strength of our irresistible navy sent to lay

waste the French coast from Ostend to Ba-

3'onnc, which would soon have brought Buona-

parte to reason, and made him consider deliver-

ance from such a scourge—the sevcrify of

which he had good cause to know and dread

—cheaply purchased by the abrogation of his

Decree. The British Government, however,

resolved on a middle course ; and published

the " Order in Council," which v.hilst it was

insufficient to repel' the violence of the enemy,

assisted afterwards to bring on collision with

a neutral power. Still—as we have said, and

will repeat—the Order in Council, if it ^-ere

comparatively feeble and inefiBcient, stands

nevertheless, as to justice, on a position per-

fectly unassailable.

The United sintes Thc alternative of ob-
rni.*e no voiec aijiiiiisl . .

iji'oniiparie's Uecree. servf nt inactivity might

have been tried at the outset ; but certainly

could not have been long n'aintained ; and

must have given place soon to cncrget'c resist-

ance. Whilst the Berlin Decree \ is being

unsparingly executed, the neutral rations of

Denmark, Portugal, and the United States

—

by abstaining from remonstrance—received it,

as we are warranted in considering, with at

least silent acquiescence. The ;iknce of the

United States is the .nore to be deplored,

because that country—remote f'-om the theatre

of war, and completely secure frt.'a any at-

tempt of Buonaparte to shut up its ports

—

raight have spoken out in frank and honest

terms with safety. It is to be regretted, how-

ever, that the current of public feeling had

already begun to set the other way. When
tidings of the first aggression on the part of

the French Emperoi' reached them, no voice

•

* The first notice of it is to be found In the Pres-

ident's angry messuge of October 27, 1807.
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of public indignation was raised ; no authori-

tative document emanated from the govern-

ment indicating, even indirectly and in the

mildest terms, their sense of the outrage which

had been committed by the oppressor and

trampler of Europe. Not a word even of

expostulatior' ^vas breathed by the great North

American republic—independent as it was of

Napoleon's iron-handed despotism, and deeply

interested in British commerce • until the arm

of French violence fell heavily on the ships

of its own citizens ; and, even then,—although

confiscation followed on confiscation, and mil-

lions of francs accruing from the sequestration

of American property enriched the French

treasury,—the tone adopted by the President

of the United States towards the French gov-

ernment, though petulant enough, was gentle

and plaintive and supplicatory', compared with

the strong and angry language frequently ad-

dressed from Washington to ministers and

plenipotentiaries of Great Britain.

The alTair of iho

Cln!5apeake,22d June,
1807.

Whi.st dissatisfaction

was thus too evidently

increiising on the part of the Government and

inhabitants of the United States, an inauspi-

cious enforcement of the right of search, by

H. M. ship Leopard, against the American

frigate, Chesapeake, contributed still further

to agitate the public mind.

men had deserted from different ships and

vessels of H. M. navy, whilst lying at anchor

in Hampton Roads, Va., and that, after the

whole body of the deserters had openly pa-

raded the street*' of Norfolk, under the Ame-

rican flag, and protected by the ilagistrates

of the town, four of them, at least, had been

received on board the U. S. frigate Chesa-

peake, Admiral Berkeley, then in command of

the North American station, issued instruc-

tions for their requisition and removal,—the

deserters having Ijeen previously demanded,

but without effect, by the British Consul at

Norfolk, as well as by ihe Captains of the

ships from which they had deserted. About

one month after the issuing of these instruc-

tions,—afterwards disavowed by the British

Government, as an improper extension of the

right of search to r.rmed vessels,—Captain

Humphries, of It. y.. ship licopard., 74 guns,

on the 22nd June, followed t]^ Chesapeake

to sea, off Cape Henry, and in a few hours

came up with her. On being hailed by the

Leopard, and receiving an intimation that the

Captain of that ship desired to send a message

on board the Chesapeake, the commander of

the latter vessel. Commodore Barron, hove to

;

whereupon a letter was sent by Captain Hum-
phries, covering an order from Admiral

Berkeley, in which the men known to have

been received into the American frigate, and

alleged to be deserters from the Jlelampus,

were designated by name and claimed. Com-

pliance with the order was refused by Com-

modore Barron, who replied by letter to

Captain Humphries, denying that he had the

men, intimating his unwillingness to permit

the search, and adding that his crew could not

be mustered for examination by any other

officers than his own. Captain Humphries,

on receiving this reply, fired a broadside into

the Chesapeake, to which the latter vessel re-

turned a fctv shots, in a confused manner ; the

Leopard then repeating her fire, the Amcri-

car. frigate struck her colors. A boat was

then put off from the Leopard ; and the men
were discovered and removed. In this affair

the Chesapeake had three men killed and

eighteen wounded, amongst the latter ofwhom
was Commodore Barron , besides which the

damage done to her hull and masts was con-

siderable. The captured deserters were taken

As it was known that several British sea-. -to Halifax and tried; and one of them, being

found guiLy ofpiracy and mutiny, was hanged,

it is a circumstance worthy of notice,—as

evincing on the part of the U. S. navy at the

time a spirit gallant and resolute enough,

though too irascible,—that Commodore Bar-

ron was censured and suspended soon after-

wards by a naval court, for not preparing his

vessel more fully for action, when there was
sufficient time to do so, and thus incapacitat-

ing himself fiom making more than the slight

and very incfloctive resistance which he offered

This collision between the two vessels was
specially unfortunate at such a juncture ; but

the hasty proceeding of the President of the

United States served to make matters vastly

worse. On the 2nd July following, he set

forth precipitately an angry proclamation, 'n

which, after reciting the transaction, in lan-

guage calculated to inflame the public mind in

a very high degree, he peremptorily " required

all armed vessels bearing commissions under

.! W

m
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the Government of Great Britain, then within

the harbors or waters of the United States,

immediately and without any delay to depart

from the same, and interdicted the entrance of

all the said harbors and waters to the said

armed vessels, and to all others bearing com-

missions under the authority of the British

Government."* This, in its bearing, was a

hostile measure ; for, at the same time that

this interdiction of British vessels was pro-

claimed, the fleets of France had free access

to the ports from which their enemies were

thus imperiously excluded. And this step

was taken, before the President knew in what

light the British Government would view the

act of its oflBcer. The proclamation was, to a

considerable extent, a retaliation of the vio-

lence complained of, for, by the sudden stop-

page of supplies, it caused no small inconve-

nience and privation to many of H. M. vessels

at that time in the harbours of the United

States ; whilst at the very moment when this

method of self-redvess was put in execution, a

demand for satisfaction and reparation had

been despatched to the British Government.

That Government, before any suit for satisfac-

tion had reached it, disavowed the act on the

ground that •' the right of search, when ap-

plied to vessels of war, extended only to a

requisition, but could not be carried into ef-

fect by actual force." Captain Humphries

was recalled and Admiral Berkeley suffered

the severe disgrace of being superseded. In

this frank and honorable spirit did the British

Government,—before one word of complaint

or expostulation had been borne across the

Atlantic,—promptly and spontaneously testify

their concern at the mistaken proceedings of

their officer, and their cordial desire to make

reparation. It will be apparent, we think, to

every one that their treatment of the affair

exhibits, in a very strong light, the Presi-

dent's proclamation as a measure premature

and unjustifiable.

Right of Search,t In the American mer-

• American WeeMi/ Regiiiter, 28th Sept., 1811.

f Extract from ?ar. S'.offey's speech in the

House of Representatives, on the bill to raise an

additional military force-—January, 8, 1812 ;

—

" Ho protested agiiinst waging a war for the

protection ofany other than native born American

seamen, or those who were citizens when the inde-

chant .service, a' jutthe+ime of the war, there

were between thirty aaAfifty thousand ofour

seamen employed, many of them deserters,

and liable to be reclaimed as such ; and, as to

the rest, their impressment was just as lawful

from a merchant vessel of the United States'

as an English vessel ; for surely their having

sought the service of the United States,

—

probably for the very purpose of evading that

of their own country in the hour of peril—did

not absolve them from their allegiance, nor

render nugatory the established law of nations,

that " every State has a right to the services

of its subjects, and especially in time of war."

On the trial of the men taken from the Chesa-

peake, it was shown that three of them were

unquestionably American citizens, but that

they had entered the service of Great Britain

voluntarily : the fourth, who was convicted of

piracy and mutiny, and for these crimes

hanged, was a native British subject.

We can readily understand that American

seamen, whether native or naturalized—lan-

guage, garb, appearance, and other character-

istic peculiarities being the same in both cases,

—may have been now and then mistaken for

British seamen, and, as such, impressed

into the service of Great Britain ; but there

is positively no proof, either that the im-

pressment was made with wilful disregard

of ascertained origin, or that the mistake

pendence of the country was achieTcd. It was
enough to protect them while they remain within

our territories. Within these we had a right to

make regulations. But we had no right to make
regulations on the ocean, which would conflict

with the pretensions of all civilized nations, who
claimed the allegiance of their native born sub-

jects either by the divine right of the governors,

or by implied compact. He should not inquire

whether these claims were compatible with the

rights of man. It was suflficient that they grew
out of the established usages and principles of

civilized kingdoms, which we had no right to

controvert out of our own limits. He would

therefore not protect any other than natural Am-
erican citizens on the ocean. We did not deny
the right of England to search for property ; she

went further, and claimed the privilege of search-

ing fbr her =i'!Hnen. The similarity of our man-
ners and lan^iingc occasioned her to abuse the

privilege in some cases by the impressment ofour

seamen. This was not an abuse of principle but

of honor. And before we go to war with her for

impressment he would make her this offer : he

would agree not to let any man enter our mer-

chant vessels but a natural citizen of these Unit"

I ed States." •

seamen to c

I i
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occurred so frequently as to involve anything

like the wrong and the suffering depicted in a

proclamation of the President of the United

States,—in which document ii is stated, that

" under pretext of searching for her seamen,

thousands of American citizens under the safe-

guard -of public laws, and oftheir national flag,

have been torn from their countiy and from

everything dear to them." The question, as

it happens, was discussed, soon after the decla-

ration of war, by an " Amekican Citizen," a

member of the local legislature in one of the

New England States, and evidently aman ofta-

lent and education. From a vigorous and lucid

pamphlet, published by this writer, in opposi-

tion to the intemperate policy of his govern-

ment, we borrow the following extract bearing

on the " right of search :"

—

" The whole number of sailors pretended to have

been impressed from our ships, for fifteen years

past, was 6258, out of 70,000, and of which, all

but 1500 have been restored. Of this remainder,

at least one half are probably British seamen, and

of the residue it is probable that at least another

moiety entered voluntarily. The whole number

of British seamen in thuir marine, or public ships

only, is 150,000, and in their merchant ships, over

whom they have a perfect control, 240,000. Is

it probable, we ask, that for the sake of gaining

1500 seamen, they would hazard the peace oftheir

country."*

What the United States should have done,

is simply this :—they should have taken effec-

tual steps to prevent the entrance into their

service of British seamen, during the war with

France. This would have put a stop at once to

the grievance. Instead ofdoing this, the mer-

chant service ofthe United States offered them
double the pay given to a seaman in a British

ship of war, besides not disdaining to use other

moro direct allurements ; so that, whilst Great

Britain was striving to rally round her stand-

ard all the stout hearts and stalwart arms she

could bri.ig together of her oinn sons in a strug-

gle for existence, the States of Maryland, North

Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia were

employing—for lucre's sake—three foreign

seamen to one native American.

Some merchnnt ves-
HeUof the V. .S. under
British eojivoy.

It is a curious and signi:

ficant circumstance that.

* Mr.

Citizen.

Madison's War, by a New England

whilst this exciting topic was in debate, in*

stances were occurring of merchant vessels of

the United States placing themselves under

Britishfionvoy. Cases such as these, however,

were no doubt rare ; for, to say nothing of the

hostile interpretation likely to be put upon

them by France had they been numerous,

there was, we fear, but little inclination on the

part of citizens of the United States, to seek

protection under the guns of a British ship of

war. Still, few as they were, they may serve

to suggest the reflection, how readily the

national filing on both sides might have been

conciliated into firm and mutually profitable

friendship, had the United States been able to

perceive at once—as Washington had striven

that they should perceive—that their in-

terest, no less than their origin, bound them
to Great Britain ; and had they sincerely and

strenuously labored, under that persuasion, to

suppress their strangely misplaced and deeply

prejudicial sympathy with France ; a coun-

try, at that time the very antithesis of a

popular State ; ambitious, merciless, despotiz-

ing ; seeking to enslave the rest of Europe, and
herself virtually enslaved by as thoroughpaced

a tyrant as the world has ever seen.

British Order in mi, m i. e n\•^ 'l
Coiiucii. uih Nov., The Treaty, of Tilsit

1S01, and Milan De- (^^h July, 1807) having

secured the adhesion of Russia to the Con-

tinental league, and established Buonaparte in

his coveted position of supreme arbiter of the

destinies ofthe Continent,it became imperative

on the British Government to enact a more

effectual measure than the Order of the Tth

January, which not only was, in its actual

bearing, comparatively lenient and mild ; but

had been very generally evaded, and afforded

to Great Britain little or no protection agaiiist

the extreme and unscrupulous proceedings of

her adversary. In this condition of affairs,

on the 11th November, 1807, the Order which

we give below was issued* To this Order

* The Government on this occasion were well
supported by Parliament—in the Upper House bj
a minority of 127 to 61 ; in the Lower by 214 to
94.—Alison, vol. 3, p. 559.

OKDER IN COUNOII.

At the Court at the Queen's Palace, the 11th
of Not-ember, 1807, present, the king's most
Excellent Majesty in Council.

" Whereas certain orders, establishing an ua-

CM
i

I',
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Buonaparte, on tho I7th December of the

same year, replied by his Milan Decree,which

prcri'dentod system of warfare ngninst tliis king-
dom, and ainicd especially at the destruction of

its commerce and resources, were sonic timu since

issued by tlic government of France, by wlucli
" the Hritisli Islands were declared to be in a
state of blockade," thereby subjecting to capture
and condemnation all vessels, with their cargoes,

whidi should continue to trade witti his majesty's

dominions

:

And whereas by the same order, " all trading

in English merchandise is prohibited, and every
article of mcrchaiidi/.c belonging to England, or

coming from her colonies, or of her luiinufacture,

is declared lawful prize :''

And whereas the nations in alliance with France
and under hercontroul, were required to give, and
have given, and do give, efl'ect to sueli orders :

Aiid whereas his majesty's order of the Ith of

January last has not answered the desired purpose,

either of compelling the enemy to recall those

orders, or of inducing neutral nations to interpose,

with effect, to obtain their revocation ; but, on the

contrary, the same have been recently enforced
with increased rigour:

And whereas his najesty, under these oircum-

ftances, finds himself compelled to take further

measures for asserting and vindicating his just

rights, and for supporting that maritime power
wliich the exertions and valour of his people have,
tinder the blessing of Providence, enabled him to

establish and maintain; and Mie maintenance of

which is not more essential to the safety and pros-

perity of his majesty's dominions, than it is to the

protection of such states as still re'ain their inde-

pendence, and to ihe general intercourse and hap-
piness of mankind

:

His majesty is therefore pleased, by and with

the advice of his privy council, to order, and it is

hereby ordered, that all the ports and places of

France and her allies, or of any other country at

war with his majesty, and all other ports or places

in Europe, from, which, although not at war with

his majesty, the British flag is excluded, and
all ports or places in the colonies belonging to his

majesty's enemies, shall, from henceforth be sub-

ject to the same restrictions in point of trade and
navigation, with the exceptions hereinafter-men-

tioned, as if the same were actually blockaded by
his majesty's naval forces, in tlie most strict and
rigorous manner:—And it is hereby further ordered

and declared, that all trade in articles which are

of the produce or manufacture of the said coun-

tries or colonies, shall be deemed and considered

to be unlawful ; and that every vessel trading from
or to the Slid countries or colonies, together with

all goods and merchandize on board, and all

articles of the produce or manufacture of the said

countries or colonies, shall be captured, and eon
demned as prize to the captors.

But although his majesty would be fuUyjustified,

by the ciicunistances and considerations above
recited, in establishing such system of restrictions

wish respect to all the countries and colo-

nies of his enemies, without exception or quali-

fication
;

yet his majesty, being nevertheless

defiirous not to subject neutrals to any greater in-

put tlic finishing stroke to his cxconimunica'

tion of Great Britain.""

ronvcnicnec than is absolutely inseparable from

the carrying into effect his majesty's just deter-

mination to counteract the designs of hisenennes,

and to retort upon his enenues tlieniselves the

consequences of their own violence and injustice
;

and being yet willing to hope that it may be pos-

sible (consistently with that object) still to allow

to neutrals the opportunity offurnishing themselves
with colonial produce for their own consuniptioa

and supply ; and even to leave open, for the present,

such trade with his nnijesty's enemies as shall 1)0

carried on directly with the ports of his majesty's

dominions, or of his allies, in the manner herein-

after mentioned

:

Ills majesty is therefore pleased further to order

that nothing herein contained shall extend to

subject to capture or condemnation any vessel, or

the cargo of any vessel, belonging to any country

not declared by this order to be subjected to the

restrictions incident to a state of blockade, which

shall have cleared out with such cargo from some
port or place of the country to which she belongs,

either in Europe or America, or from some free

port in his majesty's colonies, under circumstances

in which such trade from such free ports is per-

mitted, direct to some port or ydace in the colonies

of his majesty's enemies, or from those colonies

direct to the country to which such vessel belongs,

or to some free port in his majesty's colonies, in

sucn cases, and with such articles, as it may be

lawful to import into such free port ;—nor to any
vessel, or the cargo of any vessel, belonging to

any country not at war with his majesty, which

shall liave cleared out under such regulatioi\s as

his majesty may think fit to prescribe, and shall

be proceeding direct from some port or place in

this kingdom, or from Gibraltar or Malta, or from

any port belonging to his majesty's allies, to tho

port specified in her clearance :—nor to any vessel

or the cargo of any vessel, belonging to any coun-

try not at war with his majesty, which shall bo
coming from any port or place in Europe which is

declared by this order to be subject to the restric-

tions incident to a state of blockade, destined to

some port or place in Europe belonging to his

nnijesty, and which shall be on htr voyage direct

thereto ; but these execeptions aro not to be un-

derstood as exempting from capture 1 1- confiscation

any vessel or goods wliich shall be i able thereto

in respect of having entered or deiarted from
any port or place .actually blockaded by lis majesty's

squadrons or ships of war, or for being enemies'

property, or for any other cause than the contra-

vention of this present order.

And the connnanders of his majesty's ship:; of

war and privateers, and other vessels acting under

his majesty's comnnssion, shall be, and are hereby

instructed to warn every vessel which shall have

* IMPKRIAL DKCREK.

Rejoinder to his Britannic Majesty's Order, in

Council, Nov. 11, 1807.—At our Roval Palace,

at Milan. Dec. 17, 18(i7.

Napoleon, emperor of the French, king of Italy,

and protector of the Rhenish Confederation :—
Observing the measures adopted by the British
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:coinmunica- Distressing prcdi-

cnnieiit ol' the Uiiilecl
Wc can sympathise in

the distress to which the

United States, the only neutral power, were

coinmoncuJ her voyuge prior to any notice of thia

order, and iliall bo destined to any port of France,

or of lier iiliies, or of any other country at war
witli ills niiijoaty, or to any port or place from wliicli

the Uritinli flaj; as moresaid ia excluded, or to any
colony belonging to his majesty's enemies, and
which shall not have cleared out as is here-before

allowed, to discontinue her voyage, and to proceed

to some port or |il«ce in tliis kingdom, or to Gib-

raltar or Malta ; and any vessel, which after havinjj

been so warned, or after a reasonable time shall

have been afforded for the i'"rival of infor-

mation of this his majesty's ordur at any por, or

place from which sho^sailed, or which, after having
notice of thia order,"-8hall be found in the prose-

cution of any voyage, contrary to the restrictions

contained in this order, shall be captured, and
together with her cargo, condemned as lawful

prize to the captors.

And whereas eouiitries, not engaged in the war,

have acquiesced in these orders of France, pro-

hibiting all trade in any articles the produce or

manufacture of his majesty's dominions ; and the

mercliants of those countries have given counte-

nance and effect to those prohibitions, by accepting

from persons styling themselves connncrcial agents

of the enemy, resielent at neutral ports, certain

documents, termed, "certificates of origin," being
certificates obtained at the porls of shipment,

declaring that the articles of the cargo are not of
the produce or mamifacture of his majesty's

dominions, or to that effect:

And whereas this expedient has been directed

by France, and submitted to by such merchants,
as part of the new system of warfare directed

against the trade of this kingdom, and as the most
effectual instrument of accomplisliing the same,
and it is therefore essentially necessary to resist

it:

Ilis majesty is therefore pleased, by and with
tlie advice of his privy council, to order, and it is

hereby ordered that if any vessel, after reasonable
time shall have been afforded for receiving notic*

of this his majesty's order at the port or place
from which such vessel cleared out, shall be found
carrying any such certificate or document as afore-

said, or any document referring to, or authentica-
ting the same, such vessel shall be adjudged lawful

prize to the captor, together with the goods laden
therein, belonging to the person or peisons by
whom, or on whose behalf, any such document
was put on board.

And the right honorable the lords commission-
ers, &c. are to take the necessary measures herein
as to them shall respectively appertain.

W. Fawkkner.

Government, on the llth of November last, by
whieh vessels belonging to neutral, friendly, or
even powers the allies of England, are made liable

not only to be searched by English cruisers, but
to be compulsorily detained in England, and to

have a tax laid on them of so much per cent, on
the curgo, to bo regulated by the British legisla-

ture:

now exposed. The ocean, whoso waves had

borne for years vast wealth to their shores,

whilst it was strewn with the wreck of Europ-

Obscrving that by these acts the Britifh govern-

ment (/^MaZ/omi/i^e* ships ofevery nation in Europe;

that it ifl not com|)etent for any government to

detract Troni its own independence and rights,

all the sovereigns of Europe having in trust the

sovereignties and independence of their flag ; that

if, by an unpardonal)lc Winikness, and which, in

the eyes of posterity, would be an indelible stain,

such a tyramiy was allowed to be established into

principles, and consecrated by usage, the English

would avail themselves of it to assert it as a right;

as they have availed themselves of the intolerance

ofgovernments to establish the infamous principle,

that the flag of a nation does not cover goods, and
to give to their right of blockade an arbitrary ex-

tension, and which infringes on the sovereignty of

every state ; we have decreed, and do decree, as

follows

:

" Akt. I. Evaryship, to whatever nation itu'.ay

belong, that shall have submitted to be searclicd

by an English ship, or to a voyage to England, or

shall have paid any tax whatsoever to the English

government, ia thereby, and for that alone, de-

clared to be denallonaiuf^dy to have forfeited the

protection of its king, and to have become English

property.

" II. Whether the ships i\\\\idenatinnaHzed\iY

the arbitrary measures of the English government,
enter into our porta, or those of our allies, or

whether they ftdl into the hands of our ships of

war, or of our privateers, they are declared to

be gooii and lawful prizes.

" III. The Uriti.sh islands are declared to be in

a state f f blockade, both by land and sea. Every
ship, of whatever nation, or wliatsoever the nature

of its cargo may be, that sails from the ports of

Englaiul, of those of the English colonies, and of

the countries occupied by English troops, is good
and lawful prize, as con ary to the present decree

;

and may be captured oy our ships of war or our

privateers, and adjudged to the captor.

" IV. These measures, which are resorted to

oidy in just retaliation of the barbarous system
adopted by England, which assimilates its legisla-

tion to that of Algiers, .shall cease to have any
effect with res])ect to all nations who shall have
the firnmess to compel the English goverinnent to

respect their flag. They shall continue to be
rigorously in force as long as that government
does not return to the principle of the law of

nations, which regulates ilic relations of civilized

states in a state of war. The provisions of the

present decree shall be abrogated and null ; in fact

as soon us the English abide again by the princi-

ploa of the law of nations, which are also the

principles of justice and of honour.
" All our ministers are charged with the execu-

tion of the present decree, which shall be inserted

in the bulletin of the laws.

(Signed) " Napoleon.

" By order of the Emperor, the Secretary of

State.

(Signed) " U, B. Maret."

.1' .n
J,

i :
'1
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ean nnvies, liad ccasorl to be to them a safe

highway to commercial affluence. Their

ships, liable to be captured by one or other of

the belligerents, could only at great risk carry

on their commercial intercourse with cither.

But it must bo remembered that the United

States, not having interfered when their inter-

position might possibly have checked Bona-

parte, and perhaps recalled him within the

limits of international law, made no effort to

arrest and remove at once the original cause

of their subsequent misfortunes ; so that it is

impossible to say how far they had themselves

to blame for those misfortunes. That the

attitude which they might have assumed, had

they chosen, was likelj' to have some influence

on Bonaparte, can hardly be doubted. He
thought it worth his while to manoeuvre in

various ways—at one time pillaging, at another

flattering them—in the hope of either driving

or coaxing them into a war with Great Britain.

Their policy, thei-eforc, was not a matter of

indifference to him ; so that wo may not ven-

ture to say with what effect remonstrance

from that quartermight nothave been attended.

As to .'he eminently characteristic avpwal of

attachmeii^,—"Ilis Majesty lows the Ame-

ricans,"—which, after a while, he thought

might answer his purpose better than spolia-

tion, the people oi" the United States have no

doubt made up their minds by this time as to

what interpretation thoy ought to put on that

declaration —as to whether it be genuine regard

or shameless effrontery. His protestation of

love may be accepted for what it was worth

;

but the fear of compelling the United States

to throw themselves eventually into the arms

of Great Britain might have induced him to

treat a remonstrance from that republic with

at least some respect.

Plea ailvanced by
Fraiic'fi ami repealed
by the United Slates.

It was pleaded by

France, and the plea (vas

echoed bj"^ the United States, that the British

blockade of May, 1806, as constituting the

first aggreSv^ion, justified the Berlin decree
;

but the two cases were, in principle, widely

different The blockade declared by Great

Britain embraced no greater extent of coast

than the ''ramense strength of the British Navy

supplied the means of adequately watching

;

and special pains were taken beforehand, by

communication with the Admiralty, to ascer-

tain whether the coast from the Elbe to Brest

could be guarded, and the blockade effectually

enforced. The French Emperor, on the other

hand, proclaimed the blockade of the entire

coa.st of the British Isles,—no half-dozen ports

of which could he have actually invested with

his navy, shattered and almost extinguished

as that had been, by the gigantic victories of

Great Britain at sea. Thus to attempt, by

means of a wrathful manifesto what the law

of nations recognizes as the function only of a

sufficient naval force—which naval force ho

had not—was an outrage on international law,

not surprising in the man to whom the rights

of nations were a fiction, and treaties medi-

tated treachery and violence in masquerade
;

but it is incongruou-i and startling that such

an outbreak of lawless and anti-commercial

rage—such a mercantile excommunication of

England, as we may call it,—should have ever

found apologists on this side of the Atlantic,

amongst a people, like the inhabitants of the

United States, animated by an ardent spirit of

commercial enterprise, and claiming, even in

advance of Great Britain herself, the posses-

sion of free institutions.*

Liberality of the The perfect honefity
British Gi)veriimenl _f ti,„ ^u„ „(• nhoftlnfB
before the Berlin and *" "^^ P'®"' °' aOSOmie

Milan Decrees. necessity, advanced by

the British Government, agrees with their

liberal and even munificent treatment of the

United States, in regard to the commerce of

that country, as a neutral State, prior to the

BerUn Manifesto. In 1803, when hostilities

with France were renewed, the commanders

of His Britannic Majesty's ships of war and

privateers, were instructed "not to seize any

neutral vessels which should be found carry-

ing on trade directly between the colonies of

the enemy and the neutral country
;
provided

tliat such n(

* Nine-tenths of the revenue of the United

States was at this time derived from commerce

;

yet their bias lay with a man who was a downright

hater of commerce ; who evinced a sort of fanati-

cal malice against commerce. His policy was to

make France independent ofcommerce (a scheme
wilder than the CruFades !) ; and in his efforts to

realize this, he literally attempted to force nature

herself into subservience to him :
—"Enacting

penal statutes to force the cultivator of the

soil to employ his land in endeavouring to raise

certain products in a climate ungenial to their

growth : to plant beet instead of corn ; and cottork

and tobacco and ir.iligo, where nature never in-

tended them to grow."
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the United

that such neutral vessel should not be supply-

ing, nor should, on the outer voyage, have

supplied the enemy with any articles contra-

band of war, and should not bo 'rading with

any blockaded, (that is, actually blockaded,)

ports." The generosity, and the value of this

indulgence,—for indulgence it literally was,

arc to bo appreciated from the fact, that it had

been a law^ generally understood and acted

upon for (I century, at least, that " a neutral has

no right to carry on a trade with the colonies

of one of two, or more, belligerent powers in

time of war." Great Britain, however, during

her contest with revolutionary France, relaxed

this rule in 1794, and still further in 1798,

when permission was granted to neutrals to

cany tlu produce of the French West Indian

colonics, either to a British port, or to any one

of thuir own ports. This relaxation had the

effect of throwing the French carrying trade

almost wholly into the hands of the United

States, and from it the commerce of that coin-

try prospered amazingly,—great wealth being

realised by American merchants, who were

able to make a lucrative profit out of British

munificence, and, as it was shown, to the de-

triment of British commerce. Even so late as

180G, when, to arrest the farther introduction

of supplies into France from the United States,

the blookade from the Filbe to Brest was de-

clared, the interests of the American Republic

were specially consulted, in an explanation

communicated by Mr. Fox to Mr. Monroe,

that "such blockade should not extend to

prevent neutral ships and vessels laden with

goods, not being the property of His Majesty's

enemies, and not being contraband of war,

from approaching the said coasts, and enter-

ing into and sailing from the skid rivers and

ports." We dwell complacently upon these

concessions; wo regard them with national

pride ; for they show conclusively that the

disposition of our Government towards the

American Union was the very reverse of ar-

bitrary, selfish, or oppressive. Now, if sub-

sequently to the publication of the French

decree.s, Great Britain was compelled to adopt

a different course, who, with a knowledge of

her previous liberality, will suspect that any

desire to impair the trade of the United States,

entered into her motives, or that the step was

other than, as the British Ministry represented

it to bo, an equitable " retorting of his own vio-

lence on its author's head," and as such, a
measure ofjust retaliation.

Einhnrun Art of U.
IH. (Jc>M)(reiis,25tli JJi'V.

1807.

Despatches from the

United States Minister

at Paris—General Armstrong—were received

at Washington on the ICth December, 1807,

from which it appeared plainly that the con-

fiscation of the American ship Horizon* was

merely the first enforciment of a rule which

the French government intended to pursue;

and that, consequently, it was no part of the

Emperor's policy to exejlipt the United States

from the operation of the Berlin Decree. In-

telligence was brought at the same time,

thrf> 'gh London papers of the 12th Novem-

ber, co the effect " that orders in council were

about to be i.ssucd, declaring France and the

countries under her control in a state of

blockade, a rcforcnce no doubt to the orders

dated the day before, but which had not then

been published, and were not until a week

aftcrward."t At this period it was that the

first step in the way of commercial restriction

was taken by the United States. An embar-

go was laid on all the shipping in their ports,

the measure being recommended to Congress,

on the mere responsibility of the executive,t

and passed with the utmost precipitation. " It

prohibited the departure, unless by speciab

direction of the President, of any vessel

from any port of the United States bound to

any foreign country, except foreign armed

vessels possessing public commissions, and

foreign merchant ships in ballast, or with such

cargo as they might have on board when no-

fified of the act. All registered or sea-letter

vessels—the latter denomination including fo-

* This was the first confiscation of American
property under tlie Berlir du<^ree, and occurred

on the lOtli November, IbOT. The Horizon had
accidentally been stranded on the French coast

;

and the ground of confiscation was that the cargo
consisted of merchandiso.«f British origin.

—

Hil'

dreth.

\ Hildreth.

X On this occasion John Quincy Adams, who
bad recently abandoned the ' federal party and,
unhappily, had lent the aid of hii? remarkable
powers to the democrats, supported the govern-

ment with vehement zeal. " The President, he
urged, has recommended this measure on hia

high responsibility. I would not consider. I

would not deliberate, I would act. Doubtless the

President possesses such further information as

will justify the measure."
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t

rcign-hiiilt vessels owned hy Ainerlcnns

—

wliich, (luring this restriction from foreign

Toyages, might engage in the coasting trade,

were to give bonds, in doiihlc the value of the

cargo, to rc-land the same within the United

States. "Thii8"-Mr. Ilildreth forcibly remarks

in regard to the legislative proceedings of his

own countrymen on this occasion—" on the

mcru recommendation of the executive, almost

without debate, with closed doors, without

any previous intimation to the public, or op-

portunity for advice from those most able to

give it, was forced through, by night sessions,

and the overbearing determination of a ma-

jority at once pliable and obstinate, an act

striking a deadly blow at tho national indus-

try, and at the means of livelihood of great

numbers ; the real nature and inevitable ope-

ration of wiiich seem to have been equally

misapprehended by the cabinet which recom-

mended, and by the supple majority which

conceded it." The embargo thus imposed was

afterwards made still more stringent by sup-

plementary measures denouncing severe pen-

alties, and excluding foreign vessels from the

coasting trade altogether.

Mr. Rose's Mission. On thc 25th Decem-

ber Mr. Rose, envoy extraordinary of Great

Britain, arrived in the United States, with in-

structions from our government to offer repa-

* " In whatever spirit that instrunent was is-

sued, it ia sufficiently obvious, that it has been
productive of considerable prejudice to liis ma-
jesty's interests, as considered to his military and
Other servants in tlie United States, to tlie honor
of his flng, and to the privileges of his ministers

accredited to the Amcricnn government. Fron.

the operation of this proclamation have ilnavoit'-

ably resulted effects ofretaliation, and self-assumed

redress, which miglit be held to affect materially

the question of the reparation due to the United

States, especially inasmuch as its execution has

been persevered in after the knowledge of his

Majesty's early, unequivocal, and unsolicited dis-

avowal of the unauthorized act of Admiral Berk-

eley—his disclaimer of the pretensions exhibited

by that officer to search the national ships of a

friendly power for deserters, and the assurances

of prompt and effectual reparation, all communi-
cated without loss of time, to the minister of the

United States in London, so as not to leave a
doubt as to his Majesty's just and amicable inten-

tions. But his Majesty, making every allowance

for the irritation which was excited, and the mis-

apprehensions which existed, has authorized me
to proceed in the negotiation upon the sole dis-

continuance of measures of so inimical a ten-

dency."

—

Mr. Rote to Mr. Madison.

ration for thc affair of the ChcsaiJcake. There

was an indispensable preliminary, however,

that tho President's proclamation* of the 2d

.July should be previously withdrawn, lleforo

this should have been done, ho stated that ho

had no authority to enter on any negotiation,

and even declined to specify tho reparation

which ho was empowered to offer. As the

President declined recalling t'ae proclamation

Mr. Rose returned home, and tho settlement

of tho difficulty was postponed.

Public rccllnir ill

ihr Slati'H uiif'ieiull,

to Ort'iil Hriliiiii.

Throughout thc irrita-

ing discussion which en-

sued, tho disposition of tho American Repub-

lic is to bo taken into account, as evidently

operating to protract and embarrass negotia-

tion.—That disposition was unquestionably

the reverse of amicable towards Great Britain.

Whilst the effort was made to remain strictly

neutral, the heart of the nation was not in its

profession of neutrality. Ever since the acces-

sion of the Democratic party to power under

Mr. Jefferson—who was inaugurated into his

first Presidency on the 4th .* arch, 1801—tho

v?ar spirit against Great Britain was steadily

growing up, with some few exceptions, amongst

the inhabitants of thc United States. Under

the administration of that rigid republican and

philosopher of the Rousseau school, the idea

of quarrelling with Great Britain seems to have

become, by degrees, palatable rather than

otherwise to the party who raised him to the

"hicf Magistracy, and these formed a large

majority. We do not forget, however, that

in the very respectable minority, chiefly in the

Eastern States, who participated not in the

defiant spirit so widely cherished and exhib-

ited towards Great Britain, were to be found

that sterling part of the nation who, in point

of fortune, talent, education, moral and religi-

ous principles, have always compared most

favorably with the rest of their countrymen.

It is evident that the well known prevalence

of a predilection for France and antipathy

towards her adversary, must have ,\terially

influenced, in a manner injurious on either

side to just and reasonable and advantageous

policy, the controversy which preceded the

declaration of war.

Whilst Great Britain had reason to be ex-

tremely cautious in negotiation, for, as we shall

see hereafter, France had laid a deep plot
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against her through the United States t—the

latter country, on the other hand, wouI<l je«l-

ouHly, but moat unworthily, guard ngiiinst con-

ceding, except for its own obvious benefit, and

not always even then, anything lii<ely to

strengthen the hands of tlie British Ciovern-

meni in the terrible contest it was wfiging with

that colossal despotism which threatened to

bear down and obliterate, beneath its wither-

ing tread, the last vestigo of free institutions

in Europe.*

Addiliniii tn the U,
ft, trtKipn veiled by
Coni^ri'iM, Willi sup-
plies.

On the application of

the President at this

time, an addition was

made to the army of 0,000 men, to be enlist-

ed for fiye years unless sooner discharged.

Authority was likewise given to him to raise

100,000lroops ; whilst a subsidy of five millions

of dollars was voted for the establishment of

the arsenals, and for other military supplies.

Efieclof Ihe Em-
I argo.

The effect of the em-

bargo and its supple-

mentary exacerbations—as we may style the

rigorous enforcement-acts which followed it

—

• In his message to Congress of 5th Novem*
ber, 1811, Mr. Madison, at that time presidenti

spoke thus with reference to what he termed

•'the hostile inflexibility" of Great Britain

—

"Congress will feel the duty of putting the Unit-

ed States into an armour and an attitude deiiiond-

ed by the crisis, and corresponding with tlie

national spirit and expectiitions." But four

years before, upon the piissing of the embargo
act. The Intelligencer, an olBcial journal, did not

hesitate to write in this intiunimutory strain :

—

" The national spirit is up. That spirit is inval-

uable. In case of war it is to lead us to conquest.

In such event, there must cease to be an inch of
British ground on this Continent." And this

was when the second Order in Council had only

been heard of, but not yet made public. With a

government, so fiercely thirsting for strife with

Britain, was friendly negotiation likely to be suc-

cessful? Was an amicable adjustment of ditfi-

culties possible with the spirit which possessed

them? Hildreth cites a remarkable incident

which exhibits, in a strong light, the unhappy
hostility to England at this period (1807-8). How
strong and prevalent this antipathy to England
was, fully appeared on the floor of Congress. A
suggestion by Livermore, of Massachussetts, that,

since the United States were driven by invincible

necessity to choose between, the belligerents, a
regard as well for commercial interests as for the
independence of nations, ought to induce them to

side with Great Britain, was received with mark-
ed indignation, almost as if there had been
something treasonable in it."

was highly prejudicial to the United States.

Tlieir coinincrcc had received the severest

blow it had yet suffered, fVom the hands of

their own rulers. Despair sittled on tlio mitids

of all who depended for their livelihood on

the sea. Merchants glonuiily anticipated tho

time when (heir ships should sink beside their

wharves, and grass grow in their streets. The

British Order in Council—they said—had left

them some trafflc, but the acts of their own

legislature had cut every thing off. By men

who were never tired of asserting their free

and inalienable right to the highways of the

ocean, the ocean had been treacherously

abandoned.

Non-iniPrco«r.e ^o"" ^^c embargo was
Act, i8iMurcii,iao8. substituted, on the 1 at

March, 1808, a non-intercourse act, whereby

all commercial transactions with either of the

belligerent powers was absolutely prohibited,

but the embargo was taken off as to tho rest

of the world. This act, however, contained

a clause (§11. ) authorizing th'-jji^, esident,

by proclamation, to renew tho 'Sbi. course

between America and either of t' bellige-

rent powers ivho should first repeal their ob-

noxious orders in council or decrees. "This

non-intercourse act"—observes Mr. Alison

—

had the effect of totally suspending tho trade

between America and Great Britain, and in-

flicting upon both these countries a loss ten-

fold greater than that suffered by France, with

which tho commercial intercourse of the Uni-

ted States was altogether inconsiderable."

3d March, 1809. Nothing of note oc-

curred between tho passing of the non-

intercourse act and Mr. Jefferson's retirement

from his second term of ofHcc on ttic 3d of

March, 1809. lie declined presenting himself

for election a third time, both because—as
he stated—he considered a third tenure of

office would be alien from the spirit of the con-

stitution, and because, as it seems, ho was
thoroughly weary of the cares and distrac-

tions of public life. On the eve of his retire-

ment into private life his language was this—"never did prisoner released from his

chains feel such relief as I shall on shaking

off power." He was a man of great ability

;

but, unfortunately, both for Great Britain and

his own country, his strong anti-Bfit?sh pre-
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Judices stood very much In hl» way in admi-

uiMteriii};, with impartiality and wiHiioin, the

govcrniiunt with which duritif; eight yoara

ho wort cntrtistcil. \Vc can niuko allowance

for tho pcrpli'xiticH and annoyances of the

time during wiiich ho held tho rcinn of power

;

hut, )iad VVusliington hccn in liis place, with

his dignilicd and wtgaciouH viowH of relations

with Great liritnin, wo havo little doubt that

ho would have brought bin country through

the dark and trying time, not by nouriHhing

the war-spirit as Jefferson did, but by (iiinly

facing and reprcssir g it. It was an inauHpi-

cious circuin/^uince that, just at that critical

time, tho chief magistracy of tho United

States should have been vested in a man
whose heart was filled with hatred of Great

Britain ; and who had more than once patron-

ized and placed in positions of authority dis.

affected subjects of tho Uritish Crown.* Li-

berally endowed, as ho unquestionably was,

with natural talent, this was greatly recom-

mended and rendered in a very considerable

degree nftictically influential, by agreeable

mannercj nd plausible address. As to his

religious opinions, we believe that all that can

be said in their favor is this—that he admired

the morality of the Go.'^pcl. -lis belief in

any of the articles of the Christian faith what-

Boever would seem equivocal, if on no other

account, from his letter to tho notorious Tho-

mas Paine, in which he invited that avowcj

and immoral enemy of divine revelation to

the bosom of his country, with " prayers

for the success of his tise/ul labors." A dis-

ciple—as he was—of that philosophy which

overthrew the throne of the French monarch,

and brought its unhappy occupant to tho

guillotine, his sympathies were thoroughly

with France and against Great Britain. Nur-

tured under tho congenial associations of

French republicanism,! his sympathies—as

with many others of his countrymen—were

* Duane, for example, to whom Mr. JefTerson

gave a colonel's commission in the U. S. militia,

and the editorial clmrgeof tho Aurora newspaper,
had been ^flipped off just before from Calcutta

—

having been detected in attempts to excite dis-

turbanso aad insurrection in that city.

I We do not mean to say he approved of its

bloody atrocities : perhaps the wildest democrat
in the United States would havo heiitated thers.

not stifled when rcpnblicanlHm in France haa

been fairly shackled and put under-foot by

military aiul imperial despotism ; so that his

heart, it seems, still went lovingly with the

ruthless soldiers of France, even when the

"sacred" llumo of republicanism hid long

vanished from tho points of their swords.

But, if Mr. Jefferson's administration, in point

of French predilections, was bad, that of Mr.

Madison, his successor, was vastly worse. Both

were decided in their bias towards Napoleon

Buonaparte ; but whilst the former was too

dextrous and wary to be made tho tool of

French intrigue, the latter—there is too much

reason for believing—wos completely entan-

gled in its toils.

{'Co be continued.)

BKKLIN DKCRKE.

" 1. The British islands are placed in a state of

blockudo. 2. Kvcry species of coinmerio and
coiiiniunication with them is proliibitcd ; all let-

ters or packets addressed in Knglish, or in the

Fnf^lish ciiuracters, shall be sei/.ed at the post-

odlee, and interdicted all circulation. 3. Every
British subject, of what rank or condition wliato-

ver, who simll be found in the countries occupied

by our troopn, or those of our allies, shall be

made prisoners of war. 4. Every warehouse,

merchandise, or property of any sort, belonging

to a su1)Joct of Great Britain, or coming from its

manufactories or colonies, is declared good prize.

5. Commerce of every kind in English goods is

prohibited ; and every species of merchandise be-

longing to England, or emanating from its work-

shops or colonics, is declared good prize. 6. The
half of the confiseated value shall be devoted to

indemnifying those merchants whose vessels have
been seised by the Eiiglisb cruizers, for the losses

which they have sustained. 7. No vessel com-
ing directly from England, or any of its colonies,

or having touched there since the publications of

tho present decree, shall be received into any har-

bour. 8. Every vessel which, by means of a false

declaration, shall have effected such entry, shall

be liable to seizure, and the ship and cargo shall

be confiscated, as it they liad also belonged to

Englond. 9. The prize court of Paris is intrusted

with the dcteruiination of all questions arising out

of this decree in France, or the countries occupied

by our armies; that of Milan, with the decision of

all similar questions in the kingdom of Italy. 10.

This decree shall be communicated to the kings

of Spain, Naples, Holland, and Etruria,andtoour

other allies, whose subjects havo been the victims,

like our own, of the injustice and barbarity of

English legislation. 11. The ministers of foreign

affairs, of war, of marine, of finance, and of jus-

tice, of police, and all postmasters, are charged,

each in his own department, with the execution

of the present decree."
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CHAPTER II. h 'Jl

From the commeneemenl of Mr. MadUon'i Adininutration to preparatioiu fur H'ur.

4th March, 1811 12//* January, 1812.

COKtESTS.

Mr.. Madison's Inauguration, 4th March,

1«0«.—Negotiation of Mr. Ersliine with Mr.

Madison.—Kejoicing in tlie United States.

—

Mr. Ersltine's arrangement disavowed by tlio

British Oovernmeat.—Mission and Recall of

Mr. Jaclcson.—Decree of Uniubouillet ; May
18th, 1810.—Pretended Revocation of the

French Decrees ; Ist November, 1810.

—

French Seizures and Burnings still con-

tinued.—Mr. Pinckney's departure tVom

London; 1st March, 1811.—Engagement be-

tween the United States frigato President,

and His Britannic Majesty's sloop of war
Little Belt; 16th May, 1811.—The Presi-

dent's War Message; 4th November, 1811.

—Report of Committee on Foreign Affairs,

recommending the raising of 10,000 regulars

and 60,000 militia; 29th Novcnber, 1811.—
Numbers voted increased to 26,000 regular

troops; 12th January, 1812.—Was there, to

any extent, a secret understanding between

the United States and France.

Mr. Midtam'i IiMtt- Mr. Jefferson, with
gur»tloii, 4th Uarch,

, , ,
l80». vhoBO retirement from

office we closed our last chapter, was suc-

ceeded by Mr. Madison, who, on the 4th

March 1809, i ook tho oath of office, with the

ceremony usual on such occasions. It may
be taken as a hint of what was to be tho

future policy of his country, in their efforts

to make themselves as independent as pos-

sible of British manufactures, that he was

dressed at his inauguration " in a full suit

of cloth of American manufacture." The

circumstancewas significant ; and sufficiently

evinced the determination of the United

Status to continue indebted to Great Britain

for no more than was imperatively necessary.

The President's attire indicated the spirit of

the nation; and that spirit, still furtlicr

2

stimulated by the complete cessation ofcom
mereial intercourse produced by the war, has

rendered tho market which Great Britain

now finds in the United States for her manu-
factures, greatly inferior to what it ought to

have been, considering the rapid increase in

thu population of the neighbouring republic,

and to what it certainly would have been

but for the war. At tho time of Mr. Madi-

son's accession, the Non-intercourse Act of

the Ist March 1809 was, of course, in opera-

tion, which, it will be remembered, bore

equally upon both of the belligerent powers

;

and contained a clause giving to the Presi-

dent the power of renewing trade with that

one of tho two contending nations which

should first revoke its hostile edicts, ao far

as these affected the United States.

Negotiation of Mr.
Enklne with Mr. Madi-
aon.

Mr. Rose, the British

Envoy before mentioned,

who returned home, re infecta, in the spring

of 1808, was succeeded by Mr. Erskine. He
was the son of the celebrated Judge Erskine,

and a man of talent ; but of a sanguine tem-

perament ; very favourably disposed towards

the United States, partly, no doubt, from

his having resided there; and too readily

confiding in the fair professions of those old

tacticians—Messrs. Madison, Gallatin, and
Smith, with whom, during his negotiation,

he had to deal. When we make the remark

that these last named gentlemen had the

advantage of Mr. Erskine in the way ofexpe-

rience aud ingenuity, we do not wish it to be

understood that we consider them as having

made promises to the British minister which

IM-.. )

i
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they had no intention of performing. On
the contrary, the emb^rrasdmenta of Mr.

Madison's adminihiration, ir consequence of

the non-intercourse act which he inherited

from his predecessor, -were so vexatious at

the time that Mr. Erskino entered on the

negotiation, that the President -was in the

humour of making concessions; and if lie did

make very material concessions to Great

Britain, during *hat negotiation, we must

regard them as extorted by his difficulties,

without considering that he had it in view

afterwards to evade them. Messrs. Smith

and CJallatin, with apparent frankness and

great freedom, spoke to Mr. Erskino of the

favourable views and intentions of their

government ; Air. Madison with gi-eater cau-

tion ; l)ut all with an air and manner of sin-

cere friendship, of the genuincntss of which
Mr. Erskine appears to have been fuUy con-

vinced ; in which Mr. Canning, on the other

hand, at that time British Secretary for

Foreign Affiiirs, seems to have put little or

no faith at all. Mr. Canning, we feel con-

vinced, was not very far wrong in his low

estimate- of the alleged friendliness of Mr.
Madison's administration generally ; but in

tliis particular instance we could have wished
that the secretary's igacious scepticism had
yielded to the confidence so generously re-

posed by the young envoy in the protesta-

tions he received. In consequence of Mr.
Erskine's representations of what he believed

to be an improved temper and tone of feeling

in the United States, Mr. Canning—though

he stated that he could see no symptoms of

the satisfactory change suggested by Mr.

Erskine- -sent him new instructions, in two

separate dispatches of the same date, (Jan.

23) ; one relating to the affiiir of the Chesa-

peake, the other to the Orders in Council.

In the former of these two dispatches,

ample reparation for the attack on the

Chesapeake was offered, in a promise that

the men taken from that vessel shoiild be

restored ; whilst it was added, Ills Majesty

would be willing, " as an act of spontaneous

generosity," to make a provision for the

widows and orphans of the men who had

been killed in the action. The proffered

vopar .tion was accepted ; but the official

uot';, intimating the President's acceptance

o*" : , closed with the rude and most un-

gracious clause,—inserted, aa Mr. Smith

afterwards alleged, against hia remon-

strances, and by Mr. Madison's express

direction :
—" I have it in express chargo

from the Pre 'ident to state, that while he

forbcnrs to insist on a further punishment

of the offending officer, he is not the less

sensible of the justice and utility of such

an example, nor the less persuaded that it

would best comport with what is du& ftom

His Britannic M^^jesty to his own honour."

This impertinp.it lecture on the principles

of honor, addressed by Mr. Madison to His

Britannic Majesty, was so deeply resented

by the British Cabinet, that the negotiatioa

relative to the Chesapeake was immediately

broken off in consequence, and Mr. Erskine

was severely censured for transmitting a

note, containing hmguage so discourteous

and unbecoming. Offensive as this breach

of propriety was, the British Cabinet, it

must bo confessed, carried their resentment

of it too far, Avhen they made it a reason for

withholding reparation for an acknowledged

wrong.

In regard to the Orders in Council, which

were the subject of Mr. Canning's other dis-

patch, the correspondence betwv^en Mr. Ers-

kine and Mr. Smith ended in an aesuranco

p;iven by the former, that "His Majesty's

Orders in Council of January and November

1807, will have been withdrawn, as respected

the United States, on the IGth June next,

" To which Mr. Smith rejoined, that the

non-intercourse act would be withdrawn, in

virtue of the powers conferred on the Presi-

dent by the act establishing it, from and after

the 10th of June ;" and a proclamation, t«>

that effect, frcm him appeared the same day.

KejoictnR in tho
UulUd States.

Tbo utmost Bati8fa(y

tioJi was felt in the

United States by the Federal party, and by

the moderate men at this favourable change.

On tlie 24th of April, five days after the issu-

ing of the President's prjclamation declaring

the resumption of coiimercial intercourse

with Orent Britain, the tAispicious event wa»
celebrated in New York by salutes of guns,

ringing of church-bells, splendid illumina-

tions, and other demonstrations of public

rejoicing. Tho sentiments of the Federal

Press appeared in articles preceded by
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headings such as these :—" Triumph of

Federal policy—No embargo—No French

party—A return of peace, prosperity, and

<!ommerce.

Mr. Erskino's amiiiKe-
ment disavowed by tho
British OoTomment.

In proportion to this

enthusiastic joy were tho

depression in some quarters, and tho indig-

nation in others, when, on the 20tli July,

three weeks after the adjournment of Con-

gress, information reached the United States

that Mr. Canning had declared in tho Ilcise

of Commons, that the arrangement made by

Mr. Erskine was wholly unauthorised l)y his

instructions, and that the government could

not rr.^ify it. A very grave charge against

the good faith of the government was ad-

vanced by the opposition in both Houses of

Parliament ; and, in order to rebut this, the

instructions were eventually printed and laid

-open to public inspection. The correctness

of Mr. Canning's statement was then appa-

rent, viz.: that Mr. Erskine had acted not

only inconsistently with, but in contradif tion

to his orders ; and the opposition were
silenced. A comparison of the correspon-

dence between Mr. Erskine and the American
government with Mr. Canning's despatch to

the former, does indeed exhibit the alleged

contradiction in a very strong light ; for,

whilst in the correspondence no mention is

made ofanycondition besides the withdrawal

of the Non-intercourso Act, Mr. Canning
in his despatch specifies t?iree conditions on
which the recall of the Orders was to be con-

tingent. •' First—the repealing as to Grea*

Britain, but tho keeping in force as to France,

and all countries adopting her decrees, so

long as those decrees were continued, all ex-

isting American non-importation anil non-

intercourse acts, and acts excluding foreign

ships of war. Second—the renunciation by
tho United States, during the present war,

of any pretensions to carry on any trade with

the colonies of belligerents, not allowed in

time of peace ; and, third—tho allowing

British ships of war to enforce by capture

the American non-intercourso with France

and her allies." With terms so express and
positiveas these before him, it seems amazing

that Mr. Erskine should have ventured to

conclude even a " conditional agreement" as

he described that into which he entered,

merely on tlie single condition of the with-

drawal of the Non-intercourse Act as re-

garded Great Britain. But the British Eu-

voy, though ready to put a liberal interpre-

tai;' a on his instructions, was not so A'en-

tu -^ s as might at first sight appear. Mr.

Madison—so uneasy was he under his poli-

tical dilemma, and so anxious to extricate

himself from it even with humiliation—had,

in words, conceded substantially all tho de-

mands of the British Government ; to make
those concessions definitive was beyond his

power, as it was indispensable to refer them

to Congress, which was not at that time iii

session. His perplexities lead us to the con-

viction tliat he would have kept his word,

and done his best to obtain from Congress its

sanction of his verbally expressed under-

standing with Mr. Erskine. That gentleman

trusted to Mr. Madison's good faith : Mr.

Canning, we suspect, did not. " The refu-

sal of the English Ministry to ratify Mr.

Erskine's arrangement," writes Mr. Alison,

"although justified in point of right by

Napoleon's violence, and Mr. Erskine's de-

viation from his instructions, may now well

be characterized as one of the most unfortu-

nate resolutions, in point of expediency, ever

adopted by the British Government ; for it

at once led to the renewal of the Non-inter-

courso Act of the United States
;
put an en-

tire stop for the next two years to all com-

merce with that country; reduced the ex-

ports of Great Britain fully a third during

the most critical and important year of the

war ; and, in its ultimate results, contributed

to produce that unhappy irritation between

the two countries, which has nf er yet, not-

A^listanding the strong bonds of natural in-

tHwt by which they are connected, been

allayed." On the 9th August, in conse-

finence of the non-fulfilment of the Erskine

arrangement, the President issued a procla-

mation withdrawing the proclamation pre-

viously issued ; thereby leaving in full effect

tho Non-intercourse Act both against Great

Britain and France.

Mission and Recall of Mr. Erskine was re-
Jr. Jackson.

oalieil, and succeeded by

Mr. Francis James Jackson, who arrived at

Washington in tho month of October. IJo

had done bis country sorvico at Copenhagen,
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in the negotiation which preceded the seizure

of the Danish fleet, d circumstance not likely

to recommend him to the government of the

United States. From the moment of his

landing co his departure in about a month's

time, he Tvas subject to galling insults in

different degrees, from the President, the

populace, and the press. His recall, at last,

was requested by the United States govern-

ment, and, of course, granted by the British

Cabinet, though without any mark of disap-

probation on the part of his sovereign.

Decrfie ofRnmbouiUet
May IStb, 1810.

Illil

The forbearance of the

United States with France

wn« tried to the uttermost, and stood the

shock, in the Decree of Rambouillct—the

climax of French rapacity—issued on the

18th May, 1810. By this all vessels sailing

under the flag of the United States, or owned

wholly cr in part by any American citizen,

which, since the 20th May, 1809, had entered,

or which should thereafter enter, any of the

ports of France or her colonies, or countries

occupied by . 'rench armies should be seized.

This act was carried into immediate execu-

tion ; the number of sequestered ships

amounted to one hundred and sixty, the value

of which was calculated at one million of

francs. Yet even this devastating sweep ex-

cited no war-spirit in the United States; there

was, to be sure, sharp and vehement remon-

Birance about it; but the spoliation was

never resented as the grievances laid to the

charge of Great Britain were resented ; and

the French Emperor never atoned, noi even

evinced the slightest disposition to atone,

for it.

Pr«t«nde<I RcToratton «, ti » r< 41
of tho French Decree : The EmpeTOr of Fl^bfi,

' growmg impatient under

his ineffectual attempt to drive the United

States into war with Great Britain, though*.

proper at last to affect a conciliatory policy

towards the North American republic, and

to trywhatfairandplausibleprofessions could

accomplish. Without any intention, as his

subsequent proceedings shewed, of keeping

his hands off their vessels, the confiscation of

Tvhich had all along furnislied so convenient

a tribute to his irapoverisked exchequer,

Buonaparte determined, at least, to change

hip; tone. The disappointment and dissatis-

faction prevailing in tho United States in

consequence of the disallowance of the Ers-

kine arrangement gave him pleasure ; and,

more particularly, tho act against Great

Britain with which the session of Congress

had terminated was altogether to his taste.

The Duke of Cadore—his minister—was ac-

cordingly instructed to make to the Ameri-

can minister, Mr. Armstrong, tho following

declaration, which was communicated in a

note dated 5th August :
—" At present Coiv-

gress retraces its steps. The act of the Isi

March, 1809 (the Non-intercourse act aa

regards France) is revoked: the ports of

America are open to French trade ; and

France is no longer shut to America. Con-

gress, in short, engages to declare against the

belligerent which shall refuse to recognise

tho rights of neutrals. In this new state of

things, I am authorised to declare to you

that the decrees of Berlin and Milan are re-

voked ; and that from tho Ist November they

shall cease to be executed, it being wH ut-

derxtood, that in consequence of this decla-

ration, the English shall revoke their Orders

in Council, and renounce the new principles

of blockade, which they have attempted to

establish, or that the United States shall

cause the right to be respected by the British.

The President oftho United States with eager

delight laid hold of this conditional revoca-

tion ; dependent though it was on a condition

which Buonaparte knew very well, and Mr.

Madison might have known, too, was on the

part of Orca.!; Britain wholly inadmissable.

On tho very next day after that on which it

was conditionally promised they should be

revoked, Madison issued a proclamation as-

serting that " the said edicts liave been re-

voked ;" and that " the enemy ceased on the

first day of that month to violate the neutral

commerce of the United States." But th«

President's gratification was unwarranted,

and his proclamation premature. There had

been—as wo shall see hereafter—no revoca-

tion.

Intelligence of this prospective revocation

f>f the French decress was communicated at

once to Mr. Pinckney, the United States Min-

ister at London, who, without delay pro-

ceeded on the '25th August following to make
a formal call on tho British Government to

repeal their Orders in Council. Lord Wei-
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lenley, very naturally, replied that it would

be necessary to wait to see whether the

French decrees would be actually repealed.

Subsequently, when atemporary intermission

of French violence, together with the release

of some detained Araerican vessels, afforded

color for the government of the United States

asserting, and probably at the time hoping,

that the French decrees had been virtually

repealed, though no authentic document

beyond the Duke of Cadore's note had ap-

peared to that effect ; Mr. Pinckney laboured

Btrenuously and repeatedly to prove to the

British Cabinet that those decrees had actu-

ally been repealed, and reiterated his de-

mands, that the Orders in Council should be

annulled. Lord Welleslcy replied that, " ad-

mitting the Duke of Cadore's letter to be

correctly interpreted by Pinckney, as an-

nouncing a repeal of the French decrees to

commence absolutely on the first of Novem-
ber, but conditional as to its continuance, or

the recall, within a reasonable time, of the

British Orders, ho should not hesitate to

concede such a recall, had that been the only

filing required. But there was another con-

dition mentioned in that letter wliolly inad-

missable—the renouncing what were called

" the new British principles of blockade."

What Frunce required was the relinquish-

ment by England of " her new principles of

blockade ;" an expression which unquestiona-

bly implied mtich more than a mere declara-

tion by the British Cabinet that, as a matter

of fact, the blockade of 1806 had, as an ac-

tual b'ockade, ceased to exist. We do not

Bee how the British Government could have

disputed that point, seeing it was a thing

obvious to the eyes of any man, that Lord
Keith's ships no longer watched the coast

between Brest and the Elbe ; Lord Wellesley,

w« consider, admitted as much, when he told

Mr. Pinckney that the blockade of 1806 was
included in the more extensive Orders in

Council; that is, he admitted, wo take it,

that the line of coast originally confined by
actual blockade was no longer in that predi-

cament; but, in common with the rest of

France, affected by the retaliation of Biionor

parte's own paper blockades. Butthis admis-

sion, expressed or implied, waa not what

France wanted. Her view of the caee was

this :
—" Granting that Britain had 160 ves-

sels* to blockade thirty ports and harboura

of ours ; she did not invest tho^e ports and

harbours by land as well as by sea; and,

therefore, in our estimation, it was no actual

blockade. It was Great Britain's new prin-

ciples of blockade. She must, notwithstand-

ing her immense naval force, put that block-

ade virtually on the same footing with the

Berlin and Milan Decrees ; she must deny ita

existence, and—whatwe are especiallyaiming

at—she must acknowledge its insufficiency.

She must do this before our promised repeal

of our decrees in favour of the United States

is to take effect ; and, in doing so, it is to be

distinctly understood that in future, unless

she can beleaguer our seaport towns by land

as well as by sea, there will be no actual

blockade." That is. Great Britain was not to

shut up the French ports from foreign inter-

course, and debar them from foreign sup-

plies—how effectually soever she might be
able to do it with her powerful tavy—until

her Peninsular heroes should have crossed

the Pyrenees. Then, if she chose, she might
use her fleets to co-operate with her troops

on land. The transcendent insolence of such
terms is equalled only by their prodigious

absurdity ; and yet this was what France

meant by Great Britain " renouncing her

new principles of blockade." These, or a
declaration of war by the United States

against Great Britain, were the conditions

on which the Berlin and Milan Decrees were,

by an anticipation, repealed as regarded the

United States. The French government, in

short, revoked, or more strictly promised to

revoke, their decrees in favour of the United
States, on the understanding that one of two
things was to follow : either that Great Bri-

tain should be entrapped into the surrender

of her maritime superiority ; of which being

in itself flagrantly absurd, France, we must
believe, entertained no expectation,—or that

the United States would go to war with
Great Britain : this latter alternative being,

as they no doubt imagined, the moie proba-

ble of the two ; and which, within less than

two years, was the actual issue of French
stratagem and American irascibility.

* This was the force actually watching the
French coast in 1806.
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This revocation, then , which was so paraded

in public documents of Mr. Madison's Admin-

istration, and triumphantly (.noted both in

those documents and in Congress, as creat-

ing an irresistible claim on Great Britain

for the repeal of her Orders, was notliing

more than a revocation continp;ent on im-

possible conditions, and was, therefore, no

revocation at all. It was simply a piece of

French intri}j;ue, seen 'lirouj^li witliout diffi-

culty by the British Cabinet, as a transparent

fraud, and failing, therefore, to draw Great

Britain into the snare ; but ultimately suc-

cessful in the other quarter; that is, in

aggravating the discontent felt by the I nited

States towards Great Britain, and contribut-

ing to bring on hostilities between tliose

two countries. Still, it might bo asked,

—

" Did this French stratagem preclude Great

Britain from making »i relaxation of her

Orders in favour of the United States, sup-

posing that good policy dictated such a stop?"

Pledged to such a concession she certainly

was not, lor her pledge—as wo have scon

—

was based on nothing short of an absolute

and unconditional repeal on tlio part of

France, which was never made. But was

she not at liberty to make the concession of

her own accord ? We think she was. Wc
cannot see that she was in the slightest

degree bound by nr.j interpretation which

France might put upon ; by any extravagant

conditions which her furious adversary, in

her own distempered imagination and in-

flated pretensions, might gratuitously attach

to such a concession. She was, it appears

to us, altogether in a position to take, and

to maintain her own view of her own policy,

and to say to the United States :
—

" It will

be mutually advantage us that wo should

discontinue the restraints which French

violence at the first compelled us to put on

your commerce ; and we do so : we strike

off the trammels we imposed : you, of

course, abrogating your retaliatory enact-

ments. -'!" is true, the violence of France

continues ; for, as she has relaxed her De-

crees with an understanding utterly ridi-

culous,—on conditions surpassingly inequit-

able and absurd,—which cm never be

fulfilled, she has, in point of fact, not

relaxed those Decrees at all. But your

Non-Intercourse Act, and our Orders in

Council, hurt both you and ourselves, infi-

nitely more than they annoy or injure Franco,

and this we judge to bo a sufficient reason

I'or rescinding the Orders. This we are

ready to do, without compromising our

right, which is sanctioned by all national

law and precedent, to close where we can

the ports of Franco with our fleets, which

are quite adequate to the maintenance of any

actual blockade we have as yet attempted.

This relief we are ready to afford you, with-

out for one moment debarring ourselves from

turning against our enemy, as God shall

give us ability, that maritime superiority,

whore crowning honours and strength were

bought with the blood of Aboukir and

Trafalgar." This, we conceive, would have

been good and safe policy on the part of

Great Britain. It would have conciliated

the United States, and miserably disap-

pointed France, without involving, so far as

we can see, any concession detrimental to

our maritime superiority, or discreditable to

the nation at large. The persistence of the

Britisli Caljinct in their original policy at

this period, and subsequently, when the

Erskine arrangement was disallowed, may
be pronounced, we think, unfoi'tunate, and

seems, inueed, unaccountable, when wo con-

-^ider how loudly t'le increasing commercial

distress in the British Isles cried out for

relief. During the year 1810, two thousand

bankruptcies were announced ; whilst the

elements of the riots which in 1812 broke

out in the manufaciuring districts were

visibly fermenting. We Jo not mean to

attribute the whole of this commercial dis-

tress to the Orders in Council and the reta-

liatory acts of Congress ; but v,-e are awaro

that a great derd of it arose from that source

;

whilst it may be acknowledged thattiie chief

cause of such a depression was Buonaparte's

Continental system,—the confiscation of

British merchandise with which it com-

menced, a^tul the subsequent exclusion of

that merchandise from all the Continental

ports imdor his control. The re-establish-

ment (if satisfactory relations with the United

States would certainly have liecn, under

those civcunistanccs, a measure of relief

;

and it was simply as a measure of relief to

suffering and complaining multitudes that

the Order? in Council were, in the end,



UISTORY OF TUE WAR OF 1812. 23

rescinded. How iimuh is it to be regretted,

we are ready to say, that they liad not been

rescinded before, when the grounds fur

revocation were tlio same, and the revoca-

tion would not have come, as it did at hist,

too late ! Menaced with augmented eml)ar-

rassments ; surrounded by afl'ecting evidences

of public suffering, and symptoms by no

means dubious of an outljreak amongst the

lower classes of the people ; with the pros-

pect of a diminished revenue at a time when
its burthens, entailed by the war with Napo
loon, were enormous,—the British Cabinet,

unhappily, thought it their duty to hold on
their course.

French Seizures niid
Burnings

, still conti-
nued.

Nothing can show

more conclusively the

justice of styling Buonaparte's conditional

revocation of his Decrees " a pretended

revocation," than the fact, that the French
still persisted in capturing vessels belonging

to the United States, seizing their cargoes,

and, in many instances, burning the shi^js

after the cargf) had been removed. Buona-
parte, it is true, to save appearances, did
release by his special license, ana not on the

ground of the alleged revocation, some
United States' merchant-ships which had
been detained in French ports ; but this

•was all ho did. During the summer of

1811, French privateers in the Baltic and
Mediterranean took every American vessel

they fell in with, and carried them for con-
demnation into the ports of Italy, Dantzic,
and Copenhagen. At the very moment
when the Congress-Committee of November,
1811, were making tlieir report, in which
they colled their countrymen to arms, and
spared no force of language to rouse the
deadliest resentment against " British in-

justice and outrage,"—at that tcry moment
—when Franco seemed to le as effectually

forgotten as though it had formed a part .of

Bome distant planet,—a small squadron of

French frigates, evading the British surveil-

lance, which might nave done the United

States some service, had escaped from the

Loire, and were pillaging and plundering

American vessels in the Atlantic. Great

reason, then, htid Lloyd for expressing bim-

Bclf as he did, in the Senate, on the 27th

Juno, 1812,—after tlie declartvlion of war:

" Bid the justification of tho British Orders

in Council depend merely on the non-repeal

of tho French Decrees, they might then,

indeed, well enough stand, siuoO every

arrival from Europe brought news of fresh

seizures and condemnation of American ves-

sels, under cover of those very edicts of

which the rojieal was so boldly alleged."

AVith Mr. Ilildreth's testunony we leave this

topic :
" As to the alleged repeal, by France,

and the refusal of Great Britain to repeal

her oiders, which had been made the occa-

sion, lirst of tho revival of non-importation

from Great Britain, and now of war; not

only had no decree of repeal been produced ;

not only had no captured American vessel

ever been released by any French prize court

on tho grtiuntl of such repeal, but all the

public documents of France ; the Duke of

Cadore, in his report to the Emperor, of

December 3, 1810 ; the Emperor himself, in

his address to the C(aincil of Commerce, of

March 31, 1811 ; and tho Duke of Bassano,

in his recent report of March 10, 1812 ; all

spoke of the Berlin and Milan Decrees as

subsisting in full force, the cherished policy

of the Eini)ire." Here surely, is ample

evidence to show how unmerited was the

imputation attempted to be fixed upon Great

Britain, of having falsified her pledge.

Mr. rinckney's dc-

pnrture from fxjndon :

1st March, ISll.

After ineffectual efforts

to carry out his views

and wishes, Mr.Pinckney requested, and,

on tlie 1st March, 1811, obtained his audi-

ence of leave from the Prince Regent. In

his letter to Mr. Smith, the United States

Secretary for Foreign Affairs, describing the

interview at Carlton House, he informed

his government that tho Prince Regent had

conveyed to him " explicit declarations of

the most amicable views and feelings towards

the United States." The business of the

legation was left in the hands of a Charge

d' Affaires. From this time the government

of the United ^States acted as if the French

edicts were revoked; though, as we have

shown, captures and seizures were still

going on ; whence French sliips were ad-

mitted into tho ports of tho United

States, whilst those of Great Britain were

excluded.

'I

t
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Eoftagament between
theUnitod SUten fVlKata
Praalcjont, and Hiti Itri-

tunnic Miyesty's elnop
ofwnr UttleBelt: lUth
May, 18U.

Whilst tho diplomatic

relations of tho two coun-

tries exhibited this state

of growing alienation, an

incident occurred at sea, which threatened

to precipitate the rupture which the discus-

sion about tho Orders in Council was steadily

bringing on. On the 16th May, about

14 or 15 leagues from Cape Charles, Captain

Bingham, of the British sloop of war Little

Belt, at that time looking for her consort,

the Guerriere, for which she had dispatches,

came in sight of a frigate, with which, on

the supposition that she might bo the Guer-

riere, Captain Bingham endeavoured to

close. When he had approached sufficiently

near, ho displayed his private signals
;

and on these not being answered, he took it

for granted that the frigate was an Ameri-

can, abandoned the pursuit, and steered to

the south. The frigate in question was the

President, Commodore Rogers, which was

cruizing in those waters, as one of the home

squadron, for the protection of the com-

merce of the United States. The President,

from some motive on the part of her com-

mander which it seems hard to reconcile

with amicable intentions, gave chase to the

other vessel, so soon as the latter had

changed her course. The pursuit of the

Little Belt, in the first instance, was after-

wards accounted for in the manner we have

already stated; but, even at tho time, it

would naturally have occurred to the Com-

mander of the President that his ship must

have been mistaken by the other for either a

British or French vessel, and whether the*;

other was British or French could have made
no difference to him, as his nation was not

at war with either Great Britain or France.

Why, then, should he have given chase ?

He had no antagonist at sea. But, to pro-

ceed. As the President was evidently gain-

ing, Captain Bingham, deeming it advisable

to speak the stranger before dark, lay to at

half-past six o'clock,—having by that time

discerned the stars in the President's broad

pennant,—and, to guard against surprise,

prepared his ship for action. The other ap-

proached slowly, with a light breeze, and,

as if with hostile intentions, made several

efforts to secure the weatherly gage, which,

after having been frustrated in some three

or four times, by Captain Bingham's

manoeuvres, she at length uoceeded

obtaining. At about a quartor past eight,

the vessels were within hail, the distance

between them being less than a hundred

yards. Up to this hour the accounts on

both sides agree ; but here we meet with

most perplexing discrepancy in the narra

tires of the two commanders. Captain

Bingham thus states the matter: *' I hailed,

and asked what ship it was? He repeated

my question. I again hailed, and asked

what ship it was ? He again repeated my
words, and fired a broadside, which I im-

mediately returned." Commodore Rogers,

on tho other hand, gave in this state-

ment: "I hailed. What ship is that? To

this inquiry no answer was given ; but I

was hailed by her commander, What ship ii

that ? After a pause of fifteen or twenty

seconds, I reiterated my first inquiry ; and

before I had time to take the trumpet from

my mouth was answered by a shot, that

went into our mainmast." The action,

however brought on, became general, and

lasted f.,. about three-quarters of an hour, at

the end of which time the fire of the Little

Belt was silenced, as she was reduced almost

to a wreck, and none of her guns could be

brought to bear. Commodore Rogers stated,

that, after four or five minutes he desisted

from firing, as he perceived that his adver-

sary was very inferior : but the ofScers ofthe

Little Belt made no mention of this pause.

After the action, Commodore Rogers hailed

again, and ascertained the name and charac-

er of his small,* but spirited antagonist. He
then gave his own, after which the two ves-

sels separated for the night. In the morn-

ing, the Commander of the President sent a

boat on board the Little Belt, with a mes-

sage, cxprcs^ng his regret that the unfor-

tunate collision had taken place, and ten-

dering assistance to his crippled adversary,

—an offer which Captain Bingham declined.

The Little Belt then made the best of her

way to Halifax, severely damaged, with eleven

* A glance at the plate will show the reader

the vast difference in size between the vessels. We
may take this opportunity of remarking, that,

with but two or three exceptions, there was

a 'lisparity of force, in favor of the enemy, in

every naval action throughout the war.
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men dead and twenty-one wounded. The

President suffered but trifling damage, and

lost none of her crew—one only u*. ng wound-

ed, and that slightly. No ccnsuu was

passed on either of the Commanders by

their respective Governments. Captain

Bingham was deservedly applauded, for so

bravely fighting a vessel of 18 guns against

one of 44 ; whilst Commodore Rogers, after

liaving been brought to an open courtrmar-

ial, at the requent of the British minister at

Washingtim, was honourably acquitted.

During this inquiry, several of his officers

and crew were examined, who bore out his

statement, that the Little Belt fired the first

shot. To attempt a decision of the ques-

tion, " Who fired the first shot?" seems a

hopeless undertaking, where the evidence

on either side is directly contradictory,

—

captain against captain, and ship against

ship : yet it is but just to make the remark,

that both the probability of the cf.se, and

other circumstances, distinct from the testi-

mony given in, are greatly against the

American. It is not probable that a vessel

of eighteen guns should have attacked

another of forty-four. No hostile design

can be attributed to Captain Bingham ; for

his orders, which were made public after the

encounter, expressly cautioned him against

giving any unnecessary offence to the govern-

ment or the people of the United States ; and
an attack of his on an American frigate

would have been a flagrant violation of those

orders, such as—we may conceive—no man
in his enses, how daring and impetuous

soever, would have attempted. The orders,

on the other hand, under which the Presi-

dent sailed, were never published, which is

somewhat singular; but the United States

government disavowed, to Mr. Foster, the

British minister, the issuing of any orders

of an unfriendly character. In regard to

the American orders, however, it is connected

with our subject, though it may not be of

much importance to state, thai an opinion

very generally prevailed in the United States,

as Mr. Ilildrcth, the American historian, in-

forms us, that "Rogers had pursued the

Little Belt, with the very purpose of aveng-
ing on her the still unatoncd-for attack on
the Chesapeake." In relation to this sus-

picion of a hostile purpose on the part of the

2*

Americans, we must attach great weight to

a remark made by Captain Bingham :
—" By

the manner in which he (Commodore Ro-

gers) apologized, it appeared evident to me
that, had he fallen in with a British frigate,

he wouldcertainly havebrought her toaction.

And what farther confirms me in that opi-

nion is, that his guns were not only loaded

with round and grape shot, but with every

scrap of iron that could be collected." As
the British Government was satisfied with

the disavowal of hostile orders on the part of

the United States Government, the matter

was allowed to drop : and the excitement

arising from it at the moment soon died

away.

Tlie Prcsldont's War
Mfsjiiigo, 4th Xovcmber,
1811.

Not. 29.

The President, at the

close of the yenr, having

called Congress together after a shorter

recess than usual, comnnmicated to them,

on the 4th November, a message, in which,

after enumerating the subjects of complaint

against Britain (of which we have already

said enough), he suggested the appeal to

arms in these words,—" Congress will feel

the duty of putting the United States into

an armour and an attitude demanded by the

crisis, and corresponding with the national

expectations."

The Committee on Foreign Affair*

recommended the raising of 10,000

regulars and 50,000 militia, with other pria-

parations; but, such was the passionate

ardour of the Legislature, that the num-

Jani'>i8l2 ^®" ^^*®'* Were, by a majority
"'

'of 109 to 22, increased to 25,000

regular troops, and a loan was agreed to of

ten millions of dollars.

Wm there, to any ex- At the vcpy time that
tent, a secret under-

.

"•"•

standing botweco the tho ancrv maioritv itt
United State* and ^ ° •' '' ^ .

'

Franco ? t-ongress were preparing

the unhappy collision

with Great Britain, the privateers and
cruizors of France,, as we have said, un-

der tho professed revocation of the French
decrees, vero repeatedly making cap-

tures of American vessels, and seizing

their cargoes. It was less tbin one month
prior to the declaration of war against

Great Britain, that a correspondence was
laid before Congress, by the President, be-
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tween Mr. Barlow, the American minister

at Paris, and the Secretary of State, in

which the former'cnmmunicatedto his govern-

ment the vexatious intelligence that his

efforts to conclude a treaty with France had

proved abortive, and that no redress had, as

yet, been obtained for the seizures and con-

fiscations either prior or subsequent to the

relaxation of the French decrees. It is

evident, then, that Buonaparte's relaxation of

his decrees in favour of the United States,

was not honestly carried out. The grievan-

ces of which they complained at the hands

of France were, on their own showing, un-

redressed; land yet the President of the

United States found himself unable to " re-

commend to the consideration of Congress

definitive measures in respect to France,"

in that very message which called his

countrymen to arms against Great Britain.

In that message, every subject of discontent

with the British Government was paraded

in tlie manner, and with the embittering

language, best calculated to inflame, to the

highest degree, the rising passions of the

nation. No peace ; no breathing-time ; no

further waiting, fur what the future mi^t
Btill bring forth as the foundation of pacifi-

cation, was to be permitted. It is true, the

United States hod waited long,—had suffered

long; and too long, also, had the British

Ministry—as it proved—^withheld the conces-

sion which, had it been made sooner,j might

not, perhaps, have wholly sweetened the bit-

ter waters of strife, but would, at least, have

strengthened the friends of peace in the

American Congress, whilst, in correspond-

ing measure, it would have embarrassed the

fiery spirits in that body, and have prevented

possibly, (though we do not feel sure of

this,) the outbreak of war. But, if the

patience of the United States had been tried

by Great Britain, (which we do not deny,)

it had been tried, perhaps with equal seve-

rity, by France too ; and yet^so unequally

did the spirit of retaliation work !—the
vrongs charged upon Great Britain were to

be fiercely and promptly effaced with blood;

whilst those which had been suffered, and

were still endured, from France, remained

a matter for discussion; Congress, in re-

gard to these, still taking time "to decide

witli greater advantage on the course due to

the rights, the interests, the honour of their

country."* The contrast is too obvious to

be overlooked ;—the temper of " sudden

quarrel" towards Great Britain,—^the long-

suffering with France, The bias in Napoleon

Buonajrarte's favour appears in a still strong

er light ; if it be truly alleged- -as has

been done*—that there was a general im-

pression in the United States that the repeal

of the Orders could not be far distant ; and

that, acting under that impression, the

democratic party did their utmost to press

the declaration of war before intelligence of

the expected repeal should have reached

America. Be this as it may ; the small, but

able minority expressed in energetic term»

their sense of the inconsistency of declar-

ing, war with one adversary only, when two
had g'.ven equal provocation. " As the in-

juries (said they) which we have received

from Franco are at least equal in amount
to those we have sustained irom England,

and have been attended with circumstances

of still greater insult and aggravation ; if

war were necessary to vindicate the honour

of the country, consistency and impartiality

required that both nations should have been

included in the declaration."! J We havo

* President's Message of 1st June, 1812.

f Other passages, besides the two we have in-

cofTporated with the text, ore worthy of repub-
lication.

J
" Resolutions passed at a Convention of

Delegates from several Counties of the State of
New York, held at the Capitol, in the City of
Albany, on the 17th and 18th days of Septem-
ber, 1812."

"Resolved, that without insisting on thd
injustice of the present war, taking solely into

consideration the time and circumstances of it*

declaration, the condition of the country, and
state of the public mind, we are constrained to
consider, and feel it our duty to pronounce it a
most rash, unwise, and inexpedient measure

;

the adoption of which ought for ever to deprive

its authors of the esteem and confidence of an
enlightened people—because, as the ii^uries wa
have received from France, are at least equal

in amount to those we have sustained fh)ni

England, and have been attended with circum-

stances of still greater insult and aggravation—

'

if war were necessary to vindicate the honor of
the country, consistency and impartiality re-

quired that both notions should have been in-

cluded in the declaration. Because if it were
deemed expedient to exercise our right of

selecting our odveraoiy, prudence and common
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already recorded our persuasion, that Mr.

Madison was entangled in,the toils ef French

intrigue ; and we have not formed that

opinion without, as we think, sufficient evi-

dence. Still we do not desire to convey the

impression, in itselfpreposterous, that either

Mr. Madison or his coadjutors were so de-

void of patriotism, as to be simply desirous

of serving France, without a primary regard

to what they considered would best conduce

to the interests of their own country. It

may be asked, however, bow could it enter

flcuse dictated the choice of an enemy, from
whose hostility we had nothing to di'ead. A
war with France would equally have satisfied

«ur insulted honour, and at the same time, in-

stead of annihilating, would have revived and
extended our commerce—uud even the evils of

such a contest would have been mitigated by
tho sublime consolation, that by our efforts we
were contributing to arrest the progress of des-

potism in Europe, and essentially serving the

great interests of freedom and humanity
throughout the world. Because a republican

government, depending solely for its support on
the wishes and affections of the people, ought
never to declare a war, into which the great

body of the nation are not prepared to enter with

seal and alacrity ; as where the justice and ne-

cessity of the measure are not so apparent as

to unite all parties in its support, its inevitable

tendency is, to augment the dissentions that

have before existed, and by exasperating party
Tiolence to its utmost height, prepare the way
for civil war. Because, before a war was de-

clared, it was perfectly well ajcertained, that a
vast majority of the people in the middle and
northern states, by whom the burden and ex-

penses of the contest must be borne almost ex-

clusively, were strongly opposed to the measure.
Because we see no rational prospect of attaining,

by force of arms, the objects for which our
rulers say we are contending—and because the

evils and distresses which the war must of

necessity occasion, far overbalance any advan-
tages we can expect to derive fVom it. Because
the great power of England on the ocean, and
the amazing resources she derives from com-
merce and navigation, render it evident, that

we cannot compel her to respect ovu" rights and
eatisfy our demands, otherwise than by a suc-

cessful maritime warfare; the means of con-

ducting which we not only do not possess, but
our rulers have obstinately refused to provide.

Because the exhausted state of tho treasury,

occasioned by the destruction of the revenue
derived iVom commerce, should the war con-
tinue, will render necessary a resort to loans

and tft les to a vast amount—measures by which
the people will be greatly biu-thened, and op-
pressed, and the influence and patronage of the

executive alarmingl; increased. And, finally.

into their minds to suppose that the interest!

of the United States would be best promoted

by selecting for their adversary the one

of the two offending nations which, in peace,

maintained with them the closest relations,

founded on a commerce eminently prosper-

ous and profitable ; and, in war, had the

means of giving them the heaviest blows 7

The force of this objection was felt by the

minority, whose language we hav« already

quoted: " If it were deemed expedient (they

urged) to exercise our right of selecting our

because of a war begun with such means as our
ru iCrs had prepared, and conducted in the mode
t'.iey seem resolved to pursue, we see no grounds
to hope the honourable and successful termina-

tion."

"Whereas the late revocation of the British

Orders in Council, has removed the great d
ostensible cause of the present war, and pre-

pared the way for nn immediate accommodation
of all existing differences, inasmuch as, by the

confession of the present secretary of state, satis-

factory and honourable arrangements might
easily be made, by which the abuses resulting

from the impressment of our seamen, might,

in future, be effectually prevented—Therefore,

Resolved, That we shall be constrained to con-
sider the determination on the part ofour rulers

to continue the present war, atter official notic*

of the revocation of the British Orders in Coun-
cil, as affording conclusive evidence, that th«

war has been undertaken from motives entirely

distinct from those which have been hitherto

avowed, and for the promotion of objects wholly
unconnected with the interest and honour of the
American nation.

Resolved, That we contemplate with abhor-
rence, even the possibility of an alliance with
the present Emperor of France, every action

of whose life has demonstated, that the attain-

ment, by any means, of universal empire, and
the consequent extinction of every vestige of

freedom, are the sole objects of his incessant,

unbounded, and remorseless ambition. His
arms, with the spirit of freemen, we might
openly and fearlessly encounter ; but, of his

secret arts, his corrupting influence, we enter-

tain a dread we can neither conquer nor con-

ceal. It is therefore with the utmost distrust

and alarm, that we regard his Inte professions

of attachment and love to the America:^ people,

fully recollecting, that his invariable course has
been, by perfidious offers of protection, by de-

ceitful professions of friendship, to lull his

intended victims into the fatal sleep of confi-

dence and security, durinpf which, the chains of

despotism are silently wound round and rivetted

on them."

In the same strain, during th« debate on
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iKlversary, prudonco and cnininon HenHo dic-

tated tlio choice uf an enemy, fri)ni whuHO

hofltility wo had nothing to droud. A war

with Franco would c(|ually have natiNtied

our innulted honour, and, r.t the Hunio time,

instead of annihilutinjj;, would iiavo revived

and extended our coinnierco."* But thoro

were countervailing considnrationH fiillinr;

in with, whilst, on the other hand, every

cause of complaint against Franco wan

borne along and overwhelmed l)y the current

of the popular antipathy to Great Britain

W

the War-Report, did Mr. Randolph speak in

Congress :

—

ThiBwnrofconqiicst(hc8uid),a wnrforthe ac-

quisition of territory nuil sulijccts, is to bo ii new
commentary on the doctrine tliixt ropiililics nro

destitute of nmbkion—that thcyiirc ftddictud to

pe(ice, -wedded to the hiippint'ss and safety of

the great body of their people. But it seems
this is to ho a holiday 9niiipaij;n—there is to be

no expense of blood, or treasure, on our part

—Cannda is to conquer herself—she is to be

Bubdued by the principles of fraternity. The
people of that country are first to be seduced

from their alleginncc, and couverled into trai-

tors, as prepnratory to the making tlieni good

citizens. Although he must acknowledge that

some of our flaming patriots were thus manu-
factured, he dIJ not tliink the process would
hold good with u whole community. It was a

dangerous experiment. We were to succeed

in the French mode, by the system of frater-

nization—oil is French !—but how dreadfully

it might be retocted on the southern and west-

ern slaveholding states. He detested this

eubornation of treason. No—if he must have
them, let them fall by the valor of our arms,

by fair legitimate conquest; not become the

Tictims of treiftchero^is seduction.*******
He was gratified to find gentlemen acknow-

ledging the demoralizing and destructive con-

sequences of the non-importation law—confess-

ing the truth of all that its opponents foretold

when it was enacted—and will you plunge
jourselves in war, because you have passed a
foolish and ruinous laAV, and are ashamed to

repeal it? " But our good friend the French
emperor stands in the way of its repeal," and
as we cannot go too far in making sacrifices to

him, who has given such demonstration of his

loee for the Americam, we must, in point of

fact, become parties to his war. " Who can be

80 cruel as to refuse him this favour?"—His
imagiantion shrunk from the miseries of such

a connection. He called upon tho house to

roileQt whether they were not about to abandon

* Resolutions of the New York Delegates.

" Kverything in tho United States," sayn

James, in his Naval History, " was to lio

settled. by a oalculaticm of profit and loss.

Franco had numerous allios,—England

scarc(dy any. Franco had no contiguous

t<irrit(iry ; England had the Canadas roa<ly

to lio nuuchcd into at a moment's notice.

France had no commerce ; England bad

richly-laden morchantmon traversing every

sea. Knglnnd, therefore, it was against

whom tho death-blows of America wore to

bo levelled."* These considerations, no

all reclamation for the unparalleled outrages
'* insidts and injuries" of the French govern-
ment—to give up our claim for plundered mil-
lions, and asked what reparation or atonement
they could expect to obtain in hours of future
dalliance, after thoy sliouUl have made a tetider

of their persons to this great deflowercr of the
virginity of republics. Wo had by our own
wise (Iw would not say vine-acre) measures, so
increased tho trade and wealth of Montreal and
Quebec, that at last we began to cast a wistful

eye at t'anada. Having done so much towards
its improvement by the exercise of "our i\,

strictive eiu^rgies," wo began to think the
laliorer worthy of his hire, and to put in claim
for our portion. Suppose it ours—are wo any
nearer to our point '! As his minister said to

the king of Fpirus, "nuiy we not as well take
our bottle of wiae before as after this exploit ?"

(Jo! march to Canada!—leave the broad bosom
of the Chesapeake, and her hundred tributary
rivers—the whole line of sea-coast from Machiaa
to St. Mary's, unprotected :—You have taken
Quebec—have you conquered England? Will
you seek for the deep foundations of her power
in the frozen deserts of Labrador?"*******

Mr. Randolph then proceeded to notiee tho
unjust and illiberal imputation of British attach-

ments, against certain characters in this country,
sometimes insinuated in that house, but openly
avowed out of it. Against whom were these
charges brought? Against men who in the
war of the revolution were in the council of the
nation, or fighting the battles of your country.
And /;;/ w'/yowwere they made? By run-aways
chieliy from the British dominions, since the
breaking out of the French troubles. IFc in-

dignantly said—it is insnffernble. It cannot bo
borne. It must and ought, with severity, to be
put down in this house—and out of it to meet
the fie direct. We have no fellow feeling for the
suffering and oppressed Spaniards ! Yet even
them we do not reprobate. Strange ! that we
should have no objection to any other people or
government, civilized or savage, in the whole

* Life and Correspondence of Sir Isaac
Brock. I
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of Sir Isaac

d()ul)t, poworfiilly contrihutod to Bttrnct th**

expIoNion and the Hhoek of wiir on Britain ;

but, allowing to theno their undeniable in-

fluence, TTO are perfectly satiHlied, notwith-

standing, that it was not merely the com-

parison of advantages or riskft ; it was not

solely the answer returned by the oracle of

republican shrewdness to the question,

—

•' Whether more were to bo gained from a

war with Great Britain than with France ?"

which brought the controversy to its deplor-

able issue. There were other motives at

world. The great autocrat of all the Russias

receives the homage of our high coni-.iderntion.

The deyof Algiers and his divan of pirirtes are

very civil good sort of people, with whom wo
find no difticulty in niaiiituining the relations of

peace and amity—"Turks, Jews and infidels,"

Afdimeli, or the Lidle Turtle, borbarians ond

savages of every clime and color, are welcome

to our arms. With chiefs of banditti, nt'uro or

mulatto, we can treat and can trade. Name,
however, but England, ond all our antipathic^

are up in arms against her. Against whom ?

Against those whose bloo<l runs in our own
veins; in common with whom we can claim

Sliakspeare and Newton, and Clintnam fur our

countrymen : whose form of government is the

freest on earth, our own only excepted ; from
whom every valuable principle of our own in-

stitutions has been borrowed—representation

—

jury trial—voting the supplies—writs of habeas
corpus—our whole civil and criminal jiu-ispru-

dence—against our fellow Protextanls identified

in blood, in language, in religion with our-

Belves."*******
Mr. Sheffey, too, of Virginia, spoke, with

equally moral courage, the language of

truth, and justice, and common sense :

—

You have been told that you could raise

volunteers to atchievo the possession of Canada.
Where are these volimteers ? I have seen none
of these patriotic men who were Willing to go
to Canada in the private rank ; all cf them want
oiRcca. You may raise a few miserable wretches
for your army, who would disgrace the service,

and only serve as unprinci])led minions to their

ofliccrB. Will your farmers' sons enlist in your
army ? They will not, sir. Look at the army
of '98. It had twelve or fifteen regiments
nominally. It was disbanded in eighteen
months ; when half the men had not been raised.

Why, sir, you had more patriotism on paper
then even than you have now ; and yet you
could not raise half the forces for your army.
If you pass the bill, you will not raise twenty-
five thousand men in three years. The object

of the war may by that time vanish. The nation
will be saddled with all the vast expenses of

work. The Oovornmont of the United

St4iteH, and Mr. Matlison's Administration

more particularly, may not have hml pre-

cisely " a secret undcrstaiidlng with

France:" but there are circunistances, on

that head, which—it must lie owned—look

e.\treniely susj)icious. It is curious, at least,

to observe how exactly their proceedings con-

tributed to aid the policy of Xapoleon Buona-

parte. Their embargo, non-inton!ourse, and

non-importation acts were, in name, impar-

tial, for they were avowedly directed agivinst

these troops for nothing. No nation can safely

engage in a foreign war without being prepared
for it when they t4ike the resolution. Are you
jirepared ? Your secretary at war has told

gentlemen that even blankets could not be
prociu-ed ; and you saw a letter from liim yes-
terdoy, which informed you that the small sup-
plies for tlie Indians could not be had without
a relaxation of your commercial restrictions.

Will you send your soldiers to (.Canada without
blankets? Or do you calculate to take it by
the end of the summer, and return home to a
more genial clime by the next winter! This
would be well enough ; but I think it will re-

(luire several compaigns to conquer Canada.

You will act absurdly if you expect the peo-
ple of that country to join you. Upper Ca-
nada is inhabited by emigrants from the United
States. They will not come back to you ; they
will not, without reason, desert the ; /vemment,
to whom they have gone for protection. No,
sir, you must conquer it by force, not by sow-
ing the seeds of sedition and treason among the
people.

But, suppose you raise the men, what will

Great Britain be doing in the mean time ? Will
she be asleep ? You march to Canada : where
will be your security at home ? will you desert
your own country ; will you leave your cities to

be sacrificed, plundered and sacked, for the
sterile deserts of Canada, of Nova Scotia, and
New-Brunswick, and all the frozen regions of
the north ? Sir, go to Canada, and you will

soon have to recal your army to defend your
southern soil ; to rescue your people from rapine
and destruction. Yon will have to employ your
energies in protecting the south from British
invasion. Sir, will the little force you leave at
home, be able to oppose the power of British

74's? Look at Copenhagen. It is true, sir, as
honourable gentlemen say, that I am secure
beyond the Alleghany, after eastern stntes shall
have fallen. Liberty is there secure ! But as
a member of this confederacy, I cannot consent
to exchange my present situation for such a
state of things."*******
"He knew gentlemen would stare at him,

when he contended that they were going to
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Iwth of the boUiKnrentH ; but, in roiility, thoy

were far fVnm preHMing eiiually <m both ;
for,

whilst thoy Nciirpoly moloHted Frnncc, with

her inconniilornble American commerce,

they infli(!toa an injury that wan felt, on

Oreat Britain, accuHtomcd, aH »ho had been,

to find, before the enactment of those mea-

tiureR, a large and profitable market in the

United States. In the manufacturing towns

of France no popular commoticms wore pro-

Toked by the commercial restrictions of the

United States : those restrictions were the

main agent in exciting the most alarming

riots in Manchester, Sheffield, and other

parts of England, where large numbers of

operatives found themHolvos cut oflf from the

ordinary sources of employment and sul)-

i^istence. Little did France, in her mud

immolation of her best and bravest to the

phantom of military glory, appreciate or

heed the loss of an extinguished commerce

;

whilst Britain, dependent on her commerce

for the means of protracted resistance, felt

the wound,—her Pailinmcnt besieged with

the petitions of suffering millions ; her

towns distracted with violent mobs ; and the

bankruptcies of her merchants year by year

increasing. Mr. Jefferson's and Mr. Modi-

eon's measures were certainly impartial, in

name ; far from impartial, in effect. In

regard to Mr. Madison's personal feelings,

there is nothing to make it improbable, but

much to the contrary, that they were iden-

tical with those of Mr. Jefferson, to whose

school in politics he belonged, whose Secre-

tary of State he had been, and whose influ-

ence was exerted for his election to the Pre-

eidency. Mr. Madison was one of that party

war against Great Britain, while she wns strug-

gling for the liberties of the world. But tliis

had great weight on his mind. She wns the

only power that stemmed the torrent of univer-

snl dtspotism. lie had little experience in the

human heart, who believed that there would
remain any security for us after the maritime
dominion, as well as the dominion of the land

should be consecrnted in the hands of the great

Napoleon. These conquerors had always been

the same. When they had subdued the world,

they sat down and shed tears because they could

find no other world to conquer. Our victory

over Great Britain would be our defeat."

in the rovcdutionary Congress who set their

faces against concluding peace with Great

Britain on terms not sanctioned by France

;

and who, in strict consistenoy with their

vehement French predileetions, attempted a

censure on Mr. Jay and Mr. Adams, because

they had negotiated h treaty of peace, with-

out the consent of the French Oovornment,

though that treaty was honourable and ad-

vantageous to the United States. It is well

known that Washington laboured, in every

possible way, even to the length of risking

his popularity, to maintain and perpetuate

friendly relations with Great Britain ; but

Mr. Madison opposed his pacific mission to

that country in 1704 ; and, about the same

time, whilst the revolutionary rulers of

France were ferociously plunging through

their dreadful career of massacre and confis-

cation, Mr. Madison, at that frightful epoch

of human calamity, stopped forward in

Congress to commence that warfare against

British commerce, which ho afterwards

waged with so much determination,—intro-

ducing rcs(>luti(m8 which, it is worth re-

marking, were the same in character with

Buonaparte's continental system. We have

styled that continental system, as embodied

in the Berlin and Milan Decrees, a commer-

cial excommunication of Great Britain,—

a

view which the American merchants did, in

a body, take of Buonaparte's enormous pro-

tensions ; but Mr. Madison represented acts,

which virtualh excluded Great Britain from

the pale of ci^.'inzcd nations, and were de-

vised with tho avowed purpose of destroying

her, as mere " municipal regulations."

And, though the ships of his own nation,

if detected in the " infamous guilt" of

trading with, or through England, were by

the Milan Decree, declared to be denation-

alized, and were, in fact, confiscated, with

their cargoes, there was queralousness, it is

true, in his communications with the French

Government, but t'lere was nothing that

sounded of war. Our convictions, however,

of tho more than sympathy,—of the co-

operation of Mr. Madison with France,—are

founded chiefly on his secret manoeuvering

in connection with the blockade of 180C.

The history of tho thing is curious ; and,

though it may not weigh witli all of our

readers as it has done with us, we fancy
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that thoMO to whom it may be now, will bo,

equally with ourMelvctt, interested in it. We
give it, therefore, below, an wo find it in the

London Quarterly Roviow, of Septumbcr,

1812 ; compoHod of extracts from the New
England Farnio's pnnipiilct prcviouHly

noticed by us, togetlior with the Roviewor'M

observations.* When our readers have

* What shall wo say if it appear that this

fiut aggrfiitionuf 1806, which is now represented

as the immedinte oauHO of the Berlin Decree,

yiM, for the first time, 8up!(?eHtcd by Mr. Maili-

son, in 1800, (through General Anii«troiiK to

Buonaparte,) as a justifiable cause of the French

decree ?—thot this hlockiido of 1800, which was
approved by Mr. Munroo,—was not objected

against by Mr. Jefferson in 1808,—was not oven

mentioned by Mr. Madison in the arraiigenieut

made with Mr. J'rskino in 180'J—but that this

great and atrocious injury done to Prance and
America, forgotten, neglected, and not once ad-

verted to in four years' nc^ociation,—was
brought forward, for thefivH time, to make a
principal figure in 1810, for the express pur-

pose, as it would seem, of throwing in the way
invincible obstacles to any adjustment with

Great Britain ? Let ua hear the ' farmera' on
the subject.

" The first notice of it, as far as we can
find, is in a letter ftom General Armstrong to

Mr. Smith, our secretary of state, of January
28th, 1810, in which he details a conversation

whfch he had held with Count Champagny, the

French minister. In that letter Mr. Armstrong
refers to a letter of December lat, 1800, from
Mr. Smith to himself, which has never been pith-

lished, in which he is directed to demand of

France

—

Whether, if Great Britain revoked her

bloekadet of a date anterior to the decree commonli/

called the Berlin Decree, Ilia Majest}/ the Emperor
would content to revoke that decree ?" To which
the Emperor, falling into the views of our gov-

ernment, and foreseeing the snare which would
be laid for Great Britain, insomuch as, if she

consented to repeal said orders, it would be an
admission that she had been the aggressor upon
neutral commerce, and further, it would be an
admission that she had no right to exert her
only force, her maritime power, for the coercion

of her enemy, replied " l^at the onlt condition

requiredfor the revocation of the decree of Berlin,

will be a previous revocation by Great Britain of
her blockades of France, or ports of France, of a
date anterior to the aforesaid decree."

" So far the plot went on prosperously; and
if Great Britain had fallen into the project, it

would have been made the pretext for prevent-
ing any future blockades of even single porta
of France, in which ormamenta for her destruc-
tion, or the destruction of her commerce,
should be formed ; and she would have relin-

Mufficiei\tly examined this curious cuno, tliey

may attach wliat force they thinic is due to

the only observation wo intend to add to tlii*

lioad, viz., that Mr. Madison— it tias been

assorted—sent out a copy of liis war message

to France, in tiiu Wanji ; and that tiiis is not

tho only circumstanco wiiidi affords reason

for believing tliat Franco fur somo time bo-

quished to an enemy, whom she cannot attack
upon the continent on eijual terms, tho only
weapons whicli Ood and her own valour hud
placed within iier power,"

Tho next step was to transmit this project

for swindling (ircat Britain out of her maritime
rights to Mr. Pincknoy, the American minister

in London, wlio accordingly demanded of Lord
Wellcsley ' whether Great Britain considered

any, and it any, what blockades of tho French
coast, of a date anterior to tho Berlin Decree,
in foixe?' Lord Welleslcy briefly answered,
that ' the blockade of May, 1800, was compre-
hended in the Order of Coimcil of January,

1807, wliich was yet in force.' A month after-

wards, 7tii March, 1810, Mr. Pinckney again
asked ' whether the order of May, 1806, was
merged in that of Jaimary, 1807 ?' to which
Lord Wellesley replied ' tliat it was compre-
hended under the more extensive orders of
January, 1807.'

Mr. Pinckney, though not quite satisfied

with Lord Wcllesloy's answers, wrote to Gene-
ral Armstrong, ' that the inference from them
was, that the blockade of May, 1806, is virtu-

all;/ at an end, being merged and comprehended
in an Order of Council issued after the date of
the Berlin Dccrerf.' This inference, however,
did not suit any of tho intriguing parties ; and
General Armstrong docs not seem to have
thought it necessary to ruffle the repose of his

Imperial Majesty, by submitting the point to

M. Champagny ; at least nothing farther ap-
pears till the extraordinary letter of the Duo
de Cadore, in which the Berlin and Milan De-
crees are premised to bo repealed, provided
Great Britain will repeal her orders, and ' re-

nounce her principles of blockade which she
wishes to establish :'—

' terms,' says the Farm-
er, ' which every man will perceive might bo
construed to amount to the surrender of all her
maritime rights.'

" That tL:re was a secret understanding
between our cabinet and that of France, that

Great Britain should be required to annul her
blockades of a date anterior to the Berlin De-
cree, and that this suggestion first came from
our cabinet, will appear from the two follow-

ing extracts of letters from our secretary Smith,

to Mr. Pinckney ; the one is dated in July,

1810, in which he says, " you will let it be
distinctly understood that the repeal inust

necessarily incltuie an annulment of the blockade



32 HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812.

nil*

.
:l

i i'

fh

fore knew that war would be declared, whilst

Great Britain, the other belligerent, said to

be impartially treated, never suspected such

a thing, even at the moment of repealing her

Orders in Council : for, although it evinced

strange insensibility to the lowering por-

tents of the future, that the possibility of a

war with the United States, arising from

those Orders, was never once alluded to by

those members of the British Parliament

who spoke against them in the debate of

June, 1812 ; still, that very insensibility to

transatlantic presages shows, in the strong-

est manner, how little the catastrophe of

war'^ with the United States was anticipated

of May, 1806; this is the explanation which

mil be given by our minister at Paris to the

French government, in cote it shall then be re-

quired." It seems it had not then been requir-

ed by France.

" That this was a concerted thing is appa-

rent, from another clause of the snme letter, in

which Mr. Smith says, that " should Great

Britain not withdraw all her previous partial

blockades, it is probable tliat France will draw
Great Britain and the United States to issue on

the legality of such blockades (that is, all par-

tial blockades) by i needing to the act in Con-

gress, on condition that the r^eal of the blockade

ahall accompany that of the Orders in Council.

" Within one month after these despatches

arrived in France, Buonaparte did bring us to

iasue with Great Brit^vin on this verypoint ; and
yet Mr. Madison was no prophet, because it was
he who first suggested the thought to Arm-
strong, and Armstrong to the ingenious cabinet

of St. Cloud. " In conformity to your sugges-

tions, in your letter of December Ist, 1809,"

(says General Armstrong to Mr. Smith,) " I

demanded whether, if Great Britain revoked

her decrees of a date anterior to the Berlin

decree, his Mi^jesty would consent to revoke

that decree."
.

After this clear exposition, we think that

no reasonable being can entertain any doubts

of Mr. Madison's intrigues with France.

by Great Britain, five days afterf Congresw

had signed and sealed the warrant fur tli«

unu.<,tural strife.

*• Whilst this political ferment was agitating

the diflFerent parties of candidates for ministerial

power, the examinations in reference to the ef-

fectp of the Orders in Council upon the commer-
cial and manufacturing interests in the kingdom
were going on with little inteiTuption in both

houses of piirliament. A vast mass of evidence

being at length collected, Mr. Brougham, on

June 16th, brought the matter for final decision

before the House of Ccmmons. He began his

speech with observing, that the question, though
of unexampled interest, was one of little intri-

cacy. Its points were few in number, and in-

volved in no obscurity or doubt. At a distance,

indeed, there appeared a great mass of details,

and the eight or nine hundred folios of evidence,
together with the papers and petitions with
whi:h the table was covered, might cause the
subjects to appear vast and complicated ; yet he
did not doubt in a short time to convince his

heaT*ers that there has seldim been one of a
public nature brought before tliat house through
which the path was shorter, or led to a more
obiions decision.

The hon. gentleman then took a general
survey of the severe distress which was now
pressing upon so many thousands of our indus-
trious fellow-subjects, proved not only by their

petitions, but by the numerous schemes and de-
vices which had been resorted to as a remedy
for the evils caused by the suppression of their

accustomed sources of employment, He re-

minded the house of the general outline of the
inquiry. Above a hundred witnesses had been
examined from more than thirty of the great
manufacturing and commercial districts. Among
all these there was only one single witness who
hesitated in admitting the dreadful amount of
the present distresses ; Bir aingham, Sheffield,

the clothing trade of Yorkshire, the districts of
the cotton trade, all deeply participated in them.
He then adverted to the proofs by which this

evidence was met on the other side of the house;

and took into consideration the entries in the
Custom-house books, and the substitutes and
new channels of commerce said to compensate
for those that are closed. He next touched
upon the topic so often resorted to by the de-
fenders of the Orders in Council, that of the
dignity and honour of the nation, and the ne-
cessity of asserting our maritime rights ; and
he maintained that every right may safely be
waved or abandoned for reasons of expediency,

to be resumed when those reasons cease. He
lastly, dwelt upon the great importance of the
American market to the good? j^.-oduoed in this

country, and the danger of accntoming the
Americans to rely on their own resources, and
msinufacture for themselves. After a long and
elocjuent harangue on these and other connected
subjects, Mr. B. concluded with the following

motion :

—

f The debate in Parliament took place on
the 28rd June ; the Declaration of War passed
on the 18th.
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Febnin-y Otli, 1812.
In addition to the rogu-

liir troops, the President

was anthorised to employ 25,000 volunteers

for twelve months, who were to form a body

of men intermediate hetween the regulars

and the militia, resembling the latter in

most points, but differing from them in

being liable to foreign sorvioo. Their cloth-

ing was to bo provided ))y themselves ; tJicir

arms-were to be furnished by the govern-

ment. Rapidly, ho'vevcr, as the forces of

the United States, at this crisis, accumulated

on paper, and ardent as the votes of Congress

were for military prcpai'ation, tlio actual

enlistment was anything but enthusiastic.

" That an humble address he presented

to his royal highness tlic rriuco Jlegout,

representing that this liouso lins for some time

piist been engaged in an imiuiry into tlio y)rofient

distressed state cf the conunerce and mamifac-
tures of the country, and the eti'ccts of tlie

Orders in Council issued hy his ^lajosty iu the

years 1807 and 180!! ;* assuring his Koyal
Highness tliat this liousc will at all times sup-

port his Iloyal Highness to the utmost of its

power in maintaining those just maritime riglits

which have essentially contributed to tlic pros-

perity and honour of the realm—l)ut liosoecli-

ing his Royal ni!>,hnes3 that he would be
graciously pleased to recall or suspend the said

Orders, and adopt such measures, as may tend

to conciliate neutral powers, -without sacrificing

the rights and dignity of hia Majesty's

crown."

Mr. Rose acknowledged that a very considerable
degree of <listress did exist among our manu-
factures, but would not admit that it was so

much owing to the Orders in Council as the hon.

gentleman had represented, lie corrected

several statements made by him, and showed
that the commerce of France had suffered in

much greater proportion from the effects of

tlicse Orders. Our shipping interest, he asserted,

had been benelittod by them, and if they were
repealed, the ^Vmericans would co)ne in for a
large share of our carrying trade, especially to

South America. Upon the whole, ho would not

deny that our manufactures were likely to ob-

tain some relief from the repeal, but govei'u-

ment was placed between diffieiilties on both

sides, and it was their duty to adopt the mea-
sures which would be least detrimeutaJ. In his

opinion, the preponderance of argiunent led

to the conclusion that tho repeal of the Orders
Would be more prejudicial than their sontinu-

* Thc.e was a modification of the Orders
in April, 1801).

3

Recruits camo in slowly—at tho ratio of ono

thousand in six months—notwithstanding

March 'J«iii.
*^"^ Vihend bounty which

was offered. It h curi-

ous to observe tho comparative coldness with

which at this timo Congress addressed them-

selves to promoting tho efficiency of the

navy,—that arm of tho service which cer-

tainly did tho republic most credit during

tho war. A subsidy of only S.']00,000 was
voted for repairs ; and a further sum of

$200,000 annually, for rebuilding certain

ships. What was proposed to bo accom-

plished by this paltry Hum, was to repair and

tit out tho Constellation, Chesapeake., and

ance. The great body of merchants held the
same opniion. Four-fifths of those of Glasgow
had petitioned in suppcu't of the orders ; those

of Bristol were unanimous in their favour ; and
so were a majority of those of Liverpool : there

was no petition from bondon against them,
whilst a p;reat numlior of Ijoudon merchants had
petitioned in their favour.

Jlr. Baring, after a warm eulogy ofthe enlight-
ened view of tho subject taken by the honorable
mover, said tliatthc house had two (juestions to

decide : 1. whether these distresses were attri-

butahle to the Onlers in (^ouneil ? 2. Whether
any benefits hail arisen from them in any other

quai'ter to compensate for these calamities?

Mr. B. made a number of particiUar observa-

tions relative to these two points ; and conclu-

ded with giving it as his conviction, that by
our Orders in Council we lost the most substan-

tial commercial advantages for an object wo
could never obtain—that of forcing our trade

with the continent.

Lord Castlerengh began with lamenting the
precipitation of the hon. gentleman in bringing

forwiu'd this motion, aud pi'cssing to hasty dis-

cussion a q\iestion than which none more vital

ever camo before the consideration of parlia-

ment. Ifo deprecated any interference on tho

part of the house in a question in which com-
mercial considerations were mixed with those

of maritime right, and, pcndi)ig a delicate ne-

gociation, dictating tv- the executive govern-

ment tiio course it ought to pin-sue. After

various observations in defence of the policy

and justice of tho Orders in Council, and in

ans\ 'jr to some of the mover's statements, tho

noble lord camo to the point by saying, that

Oreat Britain would consent to suspend Iter

Orders in Council, provided America woulil sus-

pend hor non-importation act. The experiment
miglii then be tried of the practicaliility of re-

storing things to their ancient system. Under

. ^ vl

-M
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Adams frigates ; and with the annual suh-

pidy, to rebuild throe other frigates of tlie

old navy, too rotten to ho repaired. Tlie

truth was, the war mania originated, mainly,

with men who cared little or nothing ahout

commerce—as they did not live by it,—and

could contemplate its ruin without concern.

The politicians of the back-woods, who

formed so strong and so stern a section t.f

the violent faction seem to have hardly given

a thought to the sufferings in store for the

commercial cities on the sea-coast,—suifcr-

ings which, in any contest with a naval

these circumstances he trusted that the house
would not consent to the address—and he
moved the order of the day.

Mr. Whitbrcnd tlien begged the noble lord to

say precisely what he proposed to do with re-

spect to America.

Lord Castlercagh said, that ho meant that a
proposition sliould be made to the American
government to suspend immediately the Orilcvs

in Council, on condition that they would sus-

pend their non-importation act.

Mr. Whitbread was of opinion that if this pro-

position were to be sent out to America, and it

was expected that the liouse and country should

wait till they received ai^ answer, it was the

greatest delusion that had ever been attempted;

and he proceeded to express in strong terms the

urgency of the distress felt by the manufac-
turers, and the necessity of giving the intended
relief without delay. Mr. Ponsouby also spoke
against the measiu'c proposed, as calculated to

create delay.

Lord Castlereagh, in further explanation,

said that it was never meant that there should
be any delay in suspending the Orders in Coun-
cil : the intention was that they should be sus-

pended for a definite time, and that this circum-
stance should be communicated to the American
government for the double purpose of ascertain-

ing whether it would, in consequence, abrogate
its non-importation act ; and also that it might
apply to France to return to the ancient system
of belligerents.

Mr. Wilberforce objected to the mode proposed
by the noble lord, because it showed an unwil-

lingness to do that which, in fact, ho intended

to do.

Mr. Canning, in giving a kind of middle opi-

nion on the subject, contended that revocation

was better than suspension.

Mr. Brougham, after congratulating the

power like Great Britain, must always bo

terribly severe.

In this Congress (the twelfth) the cele-

brated Henry Clay, then a young and ardent

man, made his first entrance tin the great

world of politics, lie was a fervent advo-

cate ff)r war ; and his remarkable talents,

cfmibincd with his sanguine and impetuous

spirit, soon enabled him to outstrip the old

champions of war, who raised him to the

Speakership of the House of Representa-

tives, and tacitly acknowledged Iiim foi-

their loader.

house on the prospect of speedily getting rid of
these Orders, hoped that the noble lor(l would
withdraw his motion for proceeding to the

orders of the day, and explain more distinctly

what was the exact intention of the govern-
ment.

The final result was, that IMr. B. and Lord
Castlei'cagh severally withdrew their motions
on the understanding that an oflicial instrument
on the subject should appear in the next Gazette.

It was a remarkable circumstance in this

debate, that "Mr. Stepliens, the most strenuous
defender and promoter of the Orders in Coiincil,

was not present : a certain proof that ministers

were already prepared to make the sacrifice

which the voice of the countiy rendered inevi-

table.

On Juno 23rd, there appeared in the Gazette
a declaration from the Prince Regent, absolutely

and luiequivocally revoking the Orders in Coun-
cil as far as they regarded American vessels

;

with the proviso, that if after the notification

of this revocation by our minister in America,
the government of the United States do not re-

voke their interdictory acts against British

commerce, the same, after due notice, shall be
null and of no effect.

Mr. Brougham, on this occurrence, declared
the full satisfiiuiloa of himself and his friends

with the frank and manly conduct of govern-
ment in the mode it had adopted ; and both
sides of the house seemed happy in the prospect
of the amicable intercourse which this proceed-
ing would restore between the two countries.

We cannot, however, retrain from expressing
our astonishment, that during the debates there
appeared so little consciousness that the ques-
tion of repealing or continuing the Orders in

Council, was a real question of peace or war
with America ; and that deferring the decision
so long, was rendering it altogether unimportant.
In fact, before the news of the repeal reached
the United States, (hey were attuuily at war with

Great Britain.
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COSTBNTS.

Piipcrs rclivtinf; to Uonry's Mission commu-
iiicatcil to Congress by tlie I'vcsiilont, on

the 5tL Miivcli.—Ninety Days' Kiubargo;

4tli April.— President's Messiip;e ; 1st

Jinie.—Wiir deelarcd on the IStli, and

jiorsistcd in, altlioH{!;li intelligence subse-

quently arrives of the llepoal of tlie Orders

in Council.—Tlie War of 181U, '13, and

'14, a War of Aggression, on tlie part of

the United States.—The War declared

Bimult.vneously with the Invasion of llus-

Bia.—The British Nortli American I'ro-

viuces the main object of the War.

rnpers relating to In tlio year 1800, 'Hit

Honrv's Misnimi com- ,, ,. '
r- j.i „ j .„j.

.niiiiirated to Cnnsv.^rt "10 timC ot t'.O nrst

by the i'resiaout,ou tho embargo, Mi. Mad 'son

told the British Mini.stcr
6lh March.

at Wasliington that, in his estimation, sucli

had been the conduct of Great Britain, that

tho United States would bo justified in

declaring war at any moment, and witliout

further notice. Tho newspapers, at that

time, were boiling over Avith invective

against Great Britain, and tho invasion of

her North American Colonics was, even at

that early period of the dispute, publicly

talked of and discussed as a very feasible

and very cffcc-aal measure of retaliation.

Halifax and Quebec were both mentioned as

points on which tho attack might be advan-

tageously commenced. As tho President's

language, taken in conjunction with the

popular animosity, seemed to threaten an

immediate assault, intelligence was des-

patched to Sir James Craig, tho Governor of

Canada, who, lest tho Province under his

command should be taken by surpri.se, sent

an embassy into tho Eastern States, for tho

purpose of procuring information. The

instructions given to that agent were not

inconsistent with the Governor's honourable

character. All that be contemplated was,

—

to ascertain the real state of affairs in the

United States ; how far the war-spirit had

spread ; with what amount of success the

resLstanco of the federal party would probar

bly be attended ; and, generally, to acquire

sucii inforniiition as might assist him in

putting the Province under bis charge into

n proper state of defence. Sir -James Craig,

however, was unfortunate, as it proved, ia

his choice of tho person employed. This

person was a Captain John llcury, a clever

and active, but, as circumstances after-

wards showed, a purely mercenary and

unprincipled man. lie ^vas an Irishman by

birth ; had come to tho United States as an

adventurer ; became a captain in the army

of 1798 ; and ultimately settled on an estate

in Vermont, close to the frontier. Accord-

ing to his ov,'n account, tho attention of Sir

James Craig was drawn to him by essaj's

which he had written in newspapers against

republican government, which ho profes.sed

to hold in utter detestation. By some means

or other, however, the Governor of Canada

had heard of him, invited him to Montreal,

and from thence despatched him to Boston

early in 1809, for tho purpose wo have

already described. After remaining in Bos-

ton about three months, during which period

ho wrote Sir James Craig's secretary four-

teen letters, embodying information of no

great value, as we think, he was recalled,

on the apparent settlement produced l)y the

Erskine arrangement. In Lsll ho visited

England, and applied at tho Foreign Office

for a reward for bis services; but was
referred back to Sir James Craig's successor

in the government, " us better able to appre-

ciate the ability and success with which his

mission had been executed. Henry did not
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like this ; and so, instead of returning to

Canada, proceeded to the United Staton,

where, in the genuine temper of an unfaith-

ful hireling, lie presented liiniKolf before

Mr. Madiaon ; told the tale of hU niistsion

;

and offered to sell hi,s papen?. Mr. Madison

closed with the profT'^rred bargain, and paid

him out of the pecret service fund the large

sum of $50,000 for the papers; apparently

having only a general notion of their con-

tents, and not imagining—as we must argue

from the handsome price ho paid for the'"<

—

how little they contained, lie expected, no
doubt, when he made the liberal offer of

$50,000, that the correspondence thus pur-

chased would furnish disclosures higldy

perviceablo to the Adminic-eration, both by
blackening the character of the British

government and by bringing suspicion and

odium generally on the op|X)sition in Con-

gress,—perhaps by fixing a charge of treason

on some. His disappointment, then, must

have been extreme, on discovering that the

British agent had received no authority or

commission tc offer bribes in any shape

;

that neither his letters nor the replies

sketched out any plan of insurrection ; and

that the correspondence did not implicate,

or even name a single citizen of the United

States. Still, having got the papers into

his hands, and paid dearly for his bargain,

the President determined to make all the use

of them tliat ho could . lie accordingly

transmitted them to Congress, accompanied

by a mc8s<age, putting upon the whole affair

the bitterest interpretatioiv ho could devise,

—

representing it as an effort, on the part of

the British Government to foment disaffec-

tion in the United States, and to bring about

the separation of the Eastern States from the

Union. His end, however, was not answered.

A momentary excitement, it is true, was
produced ; but, as ho was unable to hold up

to public indignation any of the *' traitors"

whom ho may have hoped to detect in Con-

gress, nothing material was effected in

favour of the Administration. The opposi-

tion were not silenced ; for not one of their

number was caught in the trap. Had the

result been different ; had there been grounds

for suspicion against them, it would assuredly

ha /e gone hard with them—as to their influence

at all events; for the minds of the multi-

tude were in that heated state which renders

the appeal of an unpopular minority to the

bar of public opinion a perfectly hopeless

affair, During the debate in Congress on

the correspondence, a Mr. Johnson delivered

himself of the sensible and elegant senti-

ment, that " he considered Canada as rogues'

harl)our, and saw in the correspondence

additional reasons for attacking it." A
vehement onset wsts made on the British

Ministry in the House of Commons on this

head ; but, whilst they stated that Henry's

mission was Sir James Craig's own act,

unknown to them until all was over, they

defended it on the ground that its object

was nothing more than Icgi'huate informa-

ti<m, very desirable at so critical a time

;

though they admitted that i o transaction

was not in all its circumstJinces managed

with perfect discretion. Poor Sir James Mas

then in his grave ; but, although his own
voice was not raised in self-defence, wo may
venture to assert that his memory, which is

that of a straightforward, honest, and fear-

less man, has not suffered even from the

baseness of the agent whom it was his mis-

fortune to employ. Alison's brief allusion

to this transaction involves a slight error as

to date, representing it as following the'

ninety days' embargo, of which we are about

to speak. He uses, too, the words,—" cer-'

tain documents /b?(«rf on a Captain Henry,"

from which the general inference would bo,

that Henry was detected, whereas he sold

himself, as we have shown above, to Mr,

Madison.

Ninety days' embargo,
^ar having beetl (Ie<.

ithAiirii. termined upon by the

Administration, the Pre-

sident sent a confidential message to Con-

gress, recommending, " under existing cir-

cumstances and prospects," an embargo for

sixty days. A 1)111 to that effect passed the

House of llcpresentativcs by 70 to 41 ; but

the term was extended in the Senate to 90

days, with which extension it passed both

branches of the Legislature. This was a

committal of the Administration to war ; for

it wa^ admitted 1>y tlio Government party,

>-)

4

i
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that, as a pcacc-mcaauro, the embargo could

never have been entertained. Still the oppo-

sition—notwithstanding the serious alarm

they felt—professing themselves unable to

believe that the Government would commit

KO rash and so "treasonable" an action as

that of plunging the nation, utterly unpre-

pared, into war, suggested that the ciuljargo

was intended to servo the interests of Buona-

parte, by stopping the export of provisions

to Spain, whore the British arms were

beginning to bo triumphant. The measure,

howovci", was undoubtedly designed as pre-

paratory to war, for the declaration of Avhich,

at the expiration of the ninety days, the

Government had now made up their m!- Is.

Jlr. Alison dcserihes the object of the

measure only in part, Avhen he represents it

as intended to "prevent intelligence of their

preparations from reaching Great Britain,

and to furnish thorn with the means, from

their extensive connnerciul navy, of manning

their vessels of war." Its main object was

to remove from the ocean as many of their

merchant-ships as possilde, and thus place

them out of the roach of British ships of

war, when the proclamation of hostilities

should become known. The passing of the

embargo was conducted under an injunction

of secrecy ; but the secret was diyulged ;

and the commercial cities which gained in-

telligence of it improved the few days

allowed them in lading and despatching

ships with extraordinary ardour and celerity.

The Democratic journals were infuriated.

Flour, by iiundreds of thousands of barrels,

they eaid, had been exported selfishly and

iinpairiotically, to feed the British troops in

Spain. It was nothing to them that those

troops were fighting in the noblest cause

which God has ever blessed with success

;

fighting side by side with the soldiers of an

oppressed people,—gronning boncatli the

exactions, the massacres, and the odious rule

oi a French usurper. These embargoes

exhibited, in a rei.iarkable manner, the

blind rage of an irritated democracy, bent

on inflicting vengeance on an enemy even at

the certain risk of greater damage to them-

selves. " Tiio direct natiomd injury," says

a writer in tlic American Review, of April,

1812, " caused by an embargo of twelve

months duration, would be, according

statistical calculation, as follows :

—

to

Mercantile loss, §24,814,249

Deteriorated value of surplus

produce and waste 40,196,028

Loss sustainedby the revenue, 9,000,000

Total direct national loss, $74,010,277

Or, $0,107,523 per month.

The same moment, therefore, that tho

nation is called upon to aid their govern-

ment with a loan of 11,000,000 dollars, this

government, without any single openly

avowed or obviously beneficial purpose, at

the bare suggestion of expediency on the

part of the Executive, destroys, by an em-

bargo of three months, national < ealth to

the amount of 818,502,570, not to reckon

the indirect and collateral mischief, of

enormous magnitude, with which the same

measure is pregnant."

TrcfMont's
1st Juuc.

Message,
On the 1st June, " the

President sent a confi-

dential Message to Con-

gress, in which lie recapitulated all the

causes of complaint against Great Britain ;"

and on tlio 18th a bill.
Wiir (loclnrcd on tho , , .

iRth, nnd poisistcii in, dcclarmg War against
iiltliouL'h luU'llim'nco ^ i. t) -i. • j xi.
PuiwMiucnti.v lUTivcs of Orcat liritain, passed tne
tlu> ri'iiimloi' the Orders TT„„Dn nf
iu CouucU.

llOUSO 01 Ilopresenca-

tives, liy a vote of 79 to

49 ; and tho Senate, by 19 to 14. Hostili-

ties wore therefore immediately ordei'cd to

bo commenced. " Nor did the American

Government," writes Mr. Alison, " mako
any attempt to recede from these hostile

acts, when intelligence arrived a few weeks

after this resolution, and before war had

C(jmmenced,* that, by an Order in Council,

* No Wow had as yet hccn struck. *' Mr.
Madison," as the London Quarterly, ofJanuary,
1814, humourously observed, " had forged his

thunderbolts; hut held them yet unlaunehedin
his rod right hand." Tho pleasure of hurling

them, however, was not to be resisted; moi-e

especially as the British standard in Canada
was to be utterly shivered and iinaihilutcd by
them.
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tho British Government hod actually re-

pealed the ]>reiHous Onkis, so +liat the ostcn-

siblo gi'tiund of complaint aj];ainst thii;

country was removed." Tho war—the

grand provocatitin having heen thus re-

moved—was persisted in, for want of a

butter excuse, on the ground of the Impress-

ment question. But tho Impressment mat-

ter had actually lieen arranged in the Treaty

of 1800,—a Treaty approved of to the fullest

extent, und signed hy the negotiators of the

United States conenrned in framing it,

though Mr. Jefl'erson afterwards, for reasons

best known to hinjself, refused to ratify it.

Nobody, therefore, could pretend l)ut tiiat

the question of Right of Search and Im-

pressment, as it had once been settled,

might lie settled again, without recourse to

arms, and was still open for amicable adjust-

ment.

The War of 1R12. 13, "npoidpa fhp mnrnl oi>li-
nti.l 14, n Wit of A--

-uesuies me moiaio, 11

Kronsidii, on tin- part of gation manifestly resting
tliu L'nilea Stiitcs. ^

, n ,

on the government ol tlie

United States to abandon, in common honesty

and fiiirness, a war, the alleged provocation to

which had been removed ; the American

Congress were virtually pledged to such an

abandonment, their own words witnessing

against them. In the Report of the Com-

mittee (November 29th, 1811) urging pre-

poration for war, it was stated that their

intention was, " as soon as the forces con-

templated to be raised should be in any

tolerable state of preparation, to recommend

the employment of them for the purpose for

which they shall have been raised, tinless

Great Briluiii shall, in the meantime, have

done us justice."*

* The Committee, ^Ir. P. said, have not rc-

cnniniendcd this course of niensuros without a

full sense of the high responsibility which they

have taken upon themselves. They arc aware
that wiir, even in its best and fairest <'oi'iii, is

an evil deeply to l)o doprecatcd : but it is some-

times, and on few occasions perhaps more thiui

on this, a necessary evil. For myself, I con-

j"es3 I have approached the subject not only

V'ith diffidence, but with awe: but I will never

phrink from my duty becnuse it is arduous or

unpleasant, and I can most religiously dcclai'C

that I never acted under stronger or clearer

convictions of duty than 1 do now in recom-

mending these preparatory measures ; or than

Thus, the course which they themselves

acknowledged would be just, and gave im-

plied promise of adopting, was not adopted

when tho condition had been fulfilled. The
government of the United States stand,

then, self-convicted of wanton aggression on

the North American C>iloniea oi Great

Britain, and of ^n-oseculing tho war on

gro.inds dilfercnt from those which they

were accustoi'ieil to assign. If to our

mother-land there attach tho reproach of

impolitic pertinacity in maintaining, so long,

a system prejudicial to her own commerce,

and irritating to a neutral power, under an

I shiill idtimately in recommending wnr, In

case Great Britain shall not have rescinded her
Orders in ('(uuicil, and made bdiuo satisfactory

arrangements in respect to the impressment of

our seamen. If there should be any gentlemen
ill the liouse who were not satisfied that wo
ouglit to go to war for our maritime rights,

Mr. 1*. earnestly entreated that they would not
N'lte Ji." the resolutions. Do not, said he, let

us raise armies, unless we intend to employ
f hem. If we do not mean to support the rigiita

and lionour of the country, let us not drain it

of its resources.

Mr. P. said, he was aware that there werB
many gentlemen in the house who were dis-

satisfied that the committee liad not gone fur*

ther, and recommended an immediate declara-

tion of war, or the r.doption of some measures
which would have instantly precipitated us into

it. But lie confessed such was not his opinion

;

he had no idea, of plunging ourselves headlong
into a war witli a powerful nation, or even a
respectable province, when we had not threo

regiments of men to spare for that service. Ho
hoped that we sliould not be iniluenced by the

howling of .lewspnpers, nor by a fear that tho
spirit of the 12th Congress would be questioned,

to abandon the plainest dictates of common
sense and common discrs^tion. He was sensible

that there were many good men out, of Congress,

as well as many of his liest friends in it, whose
appe itcs were prepared for a war feast. Ho
was not surprised at it, for he knew the provo-
catives had licen sufficiently great. But ho
hoped they would not insist on callin" in the

guests, at least until the table should have been
spread. When this was done, he pledged liim-

sclf, in behalf of the Committee of Foreign
Belations, that the gentleman should not be
disappointed of the entertainment for the want
of bidding ; and lie believed he might also

pledge himself for many of tho members of tho

Committee, tliat they would not be among t'lo

last to partake personally, not only in the

pleasures, if any there should be, but in all

the dangers of the revelry.—American Weekly
Register, vol. 1, p. 2G8.
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impression of necessary self-defence, right

in the first instanco, hut suhsoqucntly, by

the angry legishition of the United States,

rendered dehisivo; there is, at least, no

moral turpitude in such a charge. The lust

of conquest, however, involving, as it docs,

moral guilt, provokes a censure and fixes a

stain which the hnnour of a nation, and of

a Christian nation especially, is deeply con-

cerned in repelling, if it can. For this

oifence against national integrity and good

faith the government of the United States

are answerable, in prosecuting the war from

motives clearly distinct from those which

they avowed ; motives not at all consistent

with the position in which they desired to

place themselves l)oforo the world,—that of

an aggrieved people contending for rights

which had been infringed ; motives, in short,

arising wholly from popular feelings at once

covetous of the possessions of another

nation, and exasperated for the time by

passions beyond control. In a word, the

war of 1812 was a war of aggression ; and

its fate was that with which it is the usual

Providence of God to visit, sooner or later,

all aggressive wars : it was a failure ; and a

failure, though brightened by occasional

triumph, involving, on the whole, a largo

amount of retributive calamity. It is, too,

a remarkable ; wo might say, providential

circumstance, that the failure was mainly

brought about through the gallant and the

unexpected resistance of the very colony

which was regarded by its invaders as likely

to prove an easy conquest, in consequence,

more particularly, of the disloyalty to the

British Crown vainly imagined to lurk in

its heart. That very colony which, to the

war-party in Congress, was the object of

cupidity, and by a " strong delusion"

afforded them their highest hopes of ' -ccess,

became largely instrumental to their dis-

comfiture. This looks like a judicial dis-

appointment of schemes not merely visionary

and inconsiderate ; but—wha is far worse

—

violent and unjust.

Six days after the de-

claration of war by the

United States, Buona-

parte passed the Nicmen, with the vast and

The War Dorlsirpil

eimultnncoiislywith tlio

Invasion of Russia.

brilliant armament which, in the purpose of

its imperial leader, was to bring down
Russia as low as the rest of the Continent

;

but was destined, in tlio designs of Provi-

dence, to att'ordin modern history, a parallel

to Pharoah and Scnniu'hcril). Had tho

United States awaited tho issue of that expe-

dition it is possil)lo that their war against

Great Britain would not have been declared.

Even if the flames of Moscow had proved as

inoSectual as tlio woes of Spain to exaspe-

rate them against tho scourgo and tho

oppressor of Europe, still destruction, in ono

campaign of half a million of his veterans,

was too evident and too serious a blow to his

militar;;- strength, not to impair the prestige

of his alliance, and to shake that faith in

his destiny which may have extended from

Europe to his T?'-nsatlantlc allies; for in

that false position our Anglo-Saxon brethen

had, on tho 18th June, 1812, unhappily

placed themselves. A little more patience

on the part of the United States would have

set all right, Avithout war, which remedied

nothing, and pi-oduced no settlement but

what would have 1)een made, had peace con-

tliuied, two years before ; and that on terms

more explicit and more advantageous to the

llopublic than the treaty of Ghent, which

closed tho unprofitable contest. Their

troubles were the troubles of the age

;

uiiused by the convulsion and tho disorga-

nization of the civilized world, not by any

ill will harboured by Gre.at Britain against

thcni. Tyrants aiming at universal dominion

cannot send their whirlwinils of men and

steel over tlio earth without causing general

suffering—and the United States suffered.

With the breaking of the oppressor's rod,

their sufferings would have ceased. Tho

tide of French invasion once driven back,

tho ancient landmarks would nave re-

appeared ; the rights of nations, the renewal

of intercourse, the revival of commerce
;

everything, in short, worth contending for

would heve followed the fall of Buonaparte,

since it was by his conqtiests and decrees

alone that tho onlor and tho happiness of

tlie world had been interrupted. The United

States, by throwing themselves into the con-

test, only delayed that happy consumma-

tion.

'm

',3

V
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Tho nrllish Nortli

Amorirnii I'rDviiicc",

tho niiiiii objert i>f tlio

M-1U-.

Tliero Avevo iiiiiny

tliinf.M which, in ami

out of Con,a;rcss, wcro

grievously misunderstood in tlio I'nltod

States. Tho loyalty of tho IJriti.sh North

American Provinces was misuiulerstoodwhen

the political seers of Conj^ress asserted, witli

that vehement a;>sevcriitiou and iniiilicit

faith which arc often found to bear an in-

verse proportion to truth and information,

that those Cok)nies were ripe for defection.

Tho power of Great IJritain, hampered as

she was by tho mortal Btru.ixs'o '^^'it'i 'I'^i'

European foe, was greatly misunderstood,

when a member in < Dno-ress expressed appa-

rently tho expectatiiins of the mn,jority in

tho utterance of tho ap|i:illin<;j pvcdictiim,

—

" We shall drive the British from our conti-

nent ;" and the ability of tho United States

to copo with such an adversary was consi-

derably overrated by wiser heads than

another Con<i;res8 orator possessed who deli-

vered himself of this truly ma;;nificent bom-

bast,
—" The Falls of Niagara could bo re-

sisted with as much success as the American

people, when they should bo called into

action !" But amid all this deplorable mis-

apprehension, there was one point which

was not misunderstood,

—

the value of the

British North American Provinces to

THE British Crown. That point, both

inside Congress and outside, was fully com-

prehended ; and what was said in regard to

it was no more than tho truth. " These

Provinces," said Mr. Porter, tho Chairman

of tho Committee of Foreign Kelations,"

" wore not only immensely valuable in them-

selves, but almost indisponsaldo to tho exist-

anceof Great Britain, cut off as she now is,

in a great measure,from tlie North of Europe.

He had been credibly informed that the

exports from Quebec, only, amounted during

the last year (1810) to near six millions of

dollars, and most of these, too, in articles

of the first necessity,—in ship timber and

in provisions for tho support of her fleets

and armies." " Tho con.jucst of Canada,"

•wrote the Weekly Register, about the same

time, " will bo of tho highest importance to

us in distressing our enemy ; in cutting off

his supplies of provisions and naval stores

for his West India Colonies and homo de-

mand. There ia no place from whence she

can supply tho mighty void tiiat would bo

occasioned by tiio loss of this country, as

well in Ills exports as imports. It wouM
o]ierato u|)on him with a doulilo force: it

would dcprivo him of a vast quantity of

indispeusablo materials, as well as of food,

and close an cxtonsivo market f'''. his manu-

factures. Canada ami Nova Scotia, if not

fully conquered immediately, may bo i-ender-

ed useless to him in a few weeks. Without

them, and particularly the latter, ho cannot

maintain those terrildo fleets on our coast

that wo are threatened with, or bridge our

harbours with frigates, admitting he may
have no use for thorn to defend his own
shores ; fur ho will not have a dockyard,

fitting tho purposes of his navy, within 3,000

miles of us." Tho great Avorth of those

possessions was, at the time of which wo are

writing, and is now, well known to poli-

ticians in the United States. Whilst tho

war-spirit was raging, tho democrats thought

it distressing, intolerable that tho British

flag should bo proudly waving, on their very

borders, over so choice a tract of territory ;

tho rescue from monarciiieal rule of such a

land, by nature so favoured, in position so

conveniently situated for annexation, was to

bo resolutely attempted,—It was like taking

tho Holy City out of tho hands of tho infi-

dels, and was eminently worthy of all tho

exuberant patriotism, and tho blind sacri-

fice, and tho furious effort of a republican

crusade. Tho British North American Pro-

vinces were coveted ; coveted most ardently,

for their own sake, and for the anticipated

gi'atificathm of extirpating from the conti-

nent every vestige of kingly government.

Tho ardour of tho cupidity can scarcely

excite surprise, whore tho object was so

valuable, and the appropriation deemed so

easy,—everything having been previously

settled by the democrats to their perfect

satisfaction,—In a nianner tho most easy

and comfortable that can bo imagined,

—

as to the political purpose which tho British

Colonies were to servo, when blessed with

tho privilege of incorporaticm witli tho

United States. " I am willing," was the

magnanimous declaration of Mr. Grundy, of

Tennessee, " to receive tho Canadians ns

.adopted brethren ; it will have beneficial

political effects ; it will preserve the cquili-



HISTORY OP THE WAR OF 1812. 41

\vo\M bo

Lintry, ns

It wouM
foroe; it

liintity of

I of flMul,

lis niiinii-

la, if not

be render-

Without

ho cannot

our coast

n-idgo our

IT ho may

1 his own
(lockyaril,

ithin '3,000

li of these

\ich vro aro

:n to poli-

Whilst the

ats thought

the liritish

u their very

f territory

;

c of such a

position so

.tion, was to

like taking

1 of the infi-

y of all the

Ijlinil sacri-

L republican

lucrican Pro-

ost ardently,

anticipated

u the conti-

coYcrnment.

can scarcely

bjcct was BO

n deemed so

!n previously

their perfect

10 most easy

1
imagined,

—

•h the British

blessed with

m with tho

ing." was tho

ilr. Grundy, of

Canadians ns

lave beneficial

rvc tho ciiuili-

I
- 4

I

briuni of tho governiueut. WJieti Louisiana

Hliall bo fully peopled, tho ^'orthcrl) States

will lose their power ; they will bo at the

discretion of others ; they can bo depressed

at pleasure, and then thi»( union might bo

endangered. 1 tlioreforo feel anxious not

only to add tlio Floridas to tho South, but

the Canadas to tho North of this empire."

This is all very amusing ; but, unliappily,

it suggests the painful reflection, that should

tho same dishonest cupidity continue, it may,

at a future period again embroil tho two

nations. That the United States would Ijo

glad to annex tho Uritish Provinces ; that

tho acquisition of those truly vahialjle, if not

fully valued Colonies, would bo hailed and

c brated by them as an event second in

iitorest and importance only to their Decla-

ration of Independence ;—this wo believe to

be undeniable. But the follies and the

Kisses, the sacrificed treasure and life of the

last war have taught them, wo trust, the

salutary lesson that there is more of profit

to be derived from connnerce with Oreat

Britain in peace, than of glory or of terri-

tory to bo wrested from her in war ; and

that to alehouse politicians alono ought to

be left tho madness of jiroposing the sacri-

fice of that lucrative trattic which now em-

ploys about one-half of all tiieir shipping,

with the hope of tarnishing the renown, dis-

gracing the flag, or subduing any of the

dependencies of that Empire which is still

—

and long may it so continue !—the most

powerful on the fi\ce of tho earth. As to

the jealousy they may feel in consequence oi"

having a foreign power—so formidable as

(jii'eat Britain—on their frontier, the counsel

nniy be fitly applied to their case which was

honestly and wisely given to Louis XIV.,

who, had he been guided by that sago

i.dvice, would iiavo spared himself a dis-

iionourable peace and adismcml)ered empire:

" It is useless to allege," urged this honest

counsellor of an unscrupulous king, " that

these towns of lloUuiid were necessary to

your state : tho property of others is never

necessary to us. That which is truly neces-

sary to us, is to observe strict justice. You
ought not even to pretend that you have a

r'vjit to retain in perpetuity certain places,

because thoy contribute to tho security of

your frontier. It is your wisdom to seek

that security by gnod alliances, by your

moderation, or ' >ingholds which you

have it in your cv to fortify in tho rear.

But, bo this as it may, the necessity of

watching over our own security can never

give us the right of seizing our neighbour's

territory." By this advice, republics as well

as kings may lie profited ; and the United

States in particular, if cliargoalile at all with

frontier-conquest ; of which let thcmselvcB

be judges. As U, annexing the British North

American Colonies by force of arms, tho

time has not yet arrived when that would be

an exploit easy of accomplishment, or likely

to prove remunerative, if wo consi'ier tho

sufferings and the disasters which mii it pre-

cede. The alternative of " peaceful cession"

we will leave our posterity to discuss in tho

last days of Britain's decrepitude.

AVuicu Ji.vv Almiguty Gou loxu fore-

fend !

CONTENTS.

Attempts to 'ndnce the belief thnt the war was
only unpp '.lar with the minority ; from June
18 to July x2, 1812.—Declnraliou of Hostili-

ties.—Spirit which actuated C'auadians,

—

although from a knowledge of their weakness
itmiglitlead them to deprecate hostilities,

yet not adverse to Great Britain.—Remarks
on the Address of the Assembly of Upper
('anada, on the Declaration of War.—.State of

fcchng in Lower Canada.—First hostile de-
monstration; 12tli July, 1812.—Movements
of Colonel St. George.—Con(hiet of our In-
dian Allies.—General Brock, with a body of
Volunteers, Icfivcs York for the scene of
action, and arrives on the lotli Augu;st.

—

((fleusive and Rctaliiitory jMeiisures at once
adopted bv General Brock.—Capitulation of

3*

CHAPTER IV.

General Hull, and fate of Detroit.—Effects

produced on Canadians by these unhoped for
successes.

Attcmptg to incUioo tho
boliof thnt tho wiiv was
only unpopular with tlia

minority—From .June IS,

isrj, to July 12, 1812.

"Wit is declared,"—
" Great Britain is tho

enemy,"—"Our ancient

and inveterate foe has

at length been proclaimed, by the constituted

authorities in the United States,"—" In the

valley of humiliation ; at tho foot o*." the

throne of her idiot monarch ; at the thresi old

of the palaces of tho knaACS who adminifccr

the government in his name, wc sought jus-

tice, and lieggod for peace ; not because wc
feared war, but from that moderation which
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<liHtin^'uisliL',s tho people, n.-t well an the

f;ovorninent of tho fJnited StatcM." Such
wiiH tho chord uhicli was ever uiid aiion

Htriifk })y a \('ry lar";^ body of the iicople

throii;rl„ii,t tho United States, as if, )iy

awakeniiifr discord, to drown tho hist faint

hannonious notes of iiioderation liroatlicd ])y

tiio rotlcctin;^; [mrtiou of the eonununity.
The effort, however, M-as a vain one—unless
we record the outlireiik at Baltimore ns a
first successful result of the war fnclin;:;.

Very diiferont were tlio popular sentiments

in the Southern States, where swarms of

privateers were prcjiarin;^ to reap tho ex-

pected harvest of prizes amoufi; the West
India islands. Of the towns in this interest,

Baltimore stood foremost in violence and
outrtige. A newspaper puhlished there,

entitled ' The Federal Republican,' had
rendered itself obnoxious, by its opposition

to the measures of the war-party, and
menaces had repeatedly been thrown out
n;j;ainst the conductors. On tho night of

July 27th, a mob assembled before the

house of tho editor, for tho purpose of des-

troying it. In expectation of this attack,

ho had collected a number of friends with
lire-arms, to defend it from tho inside,

amonp; whom were Generals Lee and Lin-

gan. A furious affray arose, in which tho

niol) wv several tinies repulsed, with loss.

At length a party of military were brought
to tho spot, by tho Mayor and General
Strieker, to whom those of the defenders

who were left in the house, twenty-six in

number, surrendered themselves, upon
assurance of their safety, and were con-

ducted to prison. On the next day, at tlie

shameful instigation of a public journal,

the mob re-assembled before the jail, with
the intention of taking their revenge ; and
having broken open the door, after some of

the prisoners had rushed through and made
their escape, they fell upon the rest with
clubs, and beat them till scarcely any signs

of life remained. General Lingan, a man of

seventy, and formerly a friend of Washing-
ton, was killed on tho spot. General Lee, a

distinguished partizan in tho revolutionary

war, had his skull fractured; and many
others were severely injured. The militia

refused to turn out while this massacre was
perpetrating, and the Mayor ia said to have

absented himself. It nntst bo added, that

this atrocity was regarded with horror and

indignation in all tho other parts of the

United States.

At Boston, on tho day ctf the declaratiot*

of war, all the ships in tho port displayed

flags half mast high, tho usual token of

mourning ; and a town meeting was held in

that city, at which a number of resolutions

were passed, stigmatizing the war as unne-

cessary and ri.inous, and leading to n

connexion with France, destructive to

American liberty and independence. In

several of tho minor eastern cities, and iri-

New York, similar, though not quite bo

broadly manifested, denwnstrations occurred

.

At a convention of delegates from the

several counties of tho State of New York,

held at tho capital, in Albany, on the 17th

and 18th of September, 1812, the spirit of

tho resolutions passed was :-—

First, that tho attempt, amongst a free

people, to stifle enquiry, as to the arbitrary

and des))otic measures adopted by govern-

ment, in plunging the country into an

unjust war, is essentially hostile to repub-

lican institutions, and one of the worst

species of tyranny which tho ingenuity of

the foes of freedom has yet contrived.

Secondly, that tho declaration of war was

a most rash, unwise, and inexpedient

measure; and, considering the time and

circumstances of its declaration, the condi-

tion of tho country, and state of the publio

mind, one which ought forever to deprive

its authors of the esteem and coofidenoe of

an enlightened people.

With regard to the proposed descent on
Canada, the convention decided, also, that

" tho creation of New States, out of terri-

tories not within tho ancient limits of the

United States, is inconsistent with the spirit

of the federal compact, and calculated to

destroy tho weight which the old, great, and

populous States ought to have in the Union."

A most emphatic protest against prosecuting

the war, on the grounds officially noted, was
also entered, with a declaration, that even

the pofisibility of an alliance with France

should be regarded with abhorrence. AH

•*

Declard
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Regch
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those attempts, however, of the nioderato

party were uiiHUffeMsfu), uh wo have uliown,

iiiid but rusuItiMl iu the fiiuil duularatiou of

liuHtiUtioH, in June, 1812.

TVolnratlon of lIo«tl Wo introduce lioro

botli the acts d(!iliirii-

tory of hostilities on liotli sides,* ullbou;^li

<tno procoded the otlier nearly four imiiitlis ;

J)ut it may bo iiitijroating to the reader to

mark the spirit of the two dcclariitions

—

tiie one, short, jinconipromisiiijf, and leav-

ing no choice whatever to the Uritish Uo-

* An AH dfflariiii/ War helwffn (he Vnitcd

Kin^tloiu of Orrat Drifniii and Ireland,

tind the Pcpcndnicics thereof, and the United

StaleH of America, and (heir Territories.

Be it enacted, by tlio Soniito nnd ITouso ot

Ucpreseutativos of tlio United Stati's of Ame-
a'ica, in Congress nsscmbleil, tliat wiir be, ami
the same is licreby declaretl to exist, between
the United Kingdom of Great Dritain ami Ire-

land, and the dependencies thereof, and the

United States of America anil their Territ.irics;

.ind that the President of the United States bo,

and is hereby authorised, to use the whole land

and naval force of the United States, to carry

the sarao into effect ; and to issue to private

armed vessels of the United States commissions
or letters of marque and general reprisal, in

such form as ho shall think proper, and unilcr

the seal of the United States, against the ves-

sels, goods, and effects of the government of

the said United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, and the subjectti thereof.

James MAnisoM.

June 18, 1812.—Approved.

Deelaration of War againut Ameriea— at, the

Court of C.irUon-lIome, Oe(vher ] 3, 1 81 2

—

preten(. His Royal lliyhaesa the Prinee

Regent in Council.

Whereas, in consequence of information hav-
ing been rceeivcd of a declaration of war by
the United States govei'nment against Jlis Ma-
jesty, and of the issue of letters of marque ami
reprisal by the said government, against His
Majesty and his sulijects, an Order in Council,

bearing date tiie 31st of July last, wiis issued,

directing that American ships and gooila shoubl

be brought in and detained till furtiier orders;

and whereas His Koyal Iligliiiess tho I'riuce

Regent, at'ting in (lie name and on tlie bejialf

of His Mi'jesty, forbore !it that time to direct

vornment, appeared us if it had been dic-

tated by the parties, who for wi.x uxjutlis

bofuro inul been e((uii>piiig their fastest ves-

sels as privaUicrs, and who well knew that

their best chance of securing easy and riidi

prizes lay . in intercepting the last of tin;

homeward boinjil West India men for that

year ; as, when once tho declaration of war

siiould Ije fully nnule known, novcssels would

bo pornjitt'Ml to run witliout (;onvoy ; antl

thus tho cliances id' the smaller cdass (d'

privateers securing pri;;es would Ijo mate-

letters of marque and reprisal to be issued

against tiie siiips, goods, and citizens of tlio

said United States of .America, under the ex-

pectation that the said goverinncnt won' 1,

upon tlin notificntion of the Onlor in Council,

of the li:ird of Juno last, forthwith recall and
annul tho said declaration of war against His
Majesty, and also annul tho said letters of

marque and reprisal.

And whereas tho said government of tho

United States of America, upon due notifica-

tion to then* of the said Order in Council, of

the 2!ird of June last, did not think fit to recall

the said declaration of war and letters of

marfiue and reprisal, but have proceeded to

condemn, and persisVod in condemning tho

ships and property of His Majesty's subjects,

as prize of war, and have refused to ratify a
suspension of arras , agreed upon between
Licutenant-Gencral Sir Gcorgo Prevost, Hi.s

Majesty's Governor-General of Canada, and
General Dearborn, commanding the American
forces in the northern provinces of tho United

States, and have directed hostilities to be ro-

commenccd in that quarter.

His Royal Highness the Prince Eegent, act-

ing in the name and on the behalf of His Ma-
jesty, and with the advice of His Majesty'ii

Privy Council, is liereby pleased to order, and
it is hereby o Icred, that general reprisals bo
granted against the ships, goods, and citizenH

of the United States of America, and others

inhabiting within the temtories thereof (save

and except a- y vessels to which His Majesty's

license has Iu en gi'anted, or which have been
directed to be released from tho embargo, and
have not terminated the original voyage on
which tliey were detained or released,) so that

as well His Majesty's fleets and ships, as also

all other sliips and vessels that shall be com-
missioned l>y letters of miiniucor general repri-

sals, or otherwise by His Majesty's conunis-

siouers for oxecutin;.>; the oflico of Lord High
Ailmiral of (Jvoat ['ritain, .shall or may law-

fully seize alt ships, vessels, and goiids belong-

ing to the government of ilie United States nf

America, or the citi/vns thereof, or others
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riiilly h'HKoncd. Kiist Indinmcn, it wnn

Wi'll known, wore lu'voncl tlio murk nf nny

oniiscrH luit tlioso tif cnnMitlcriililc I'Dri'i', iiml

BiilisociiKMit ovi'iits ^liiiwcil timt tlio liiirvcst

of pri/.cH ill this lii'ld whm lint iiU'otiMiilor-

n))lo. '\'\w (li-r-liiratioii ol'tlio liritisli (Invorn-

mont in nntowortliv, I'nr the luiMlcratiuii

which moil iit thiit last Hta^^o it evinced,

nothing can more clojuly mark the Mjiirit

•\vhicli tlion aetnatcd the Hritinh Council, or

inoro satisCiictorily dcmmiMtratt) their un-

willinjrncsHtn precipitate iioNtilitios. llavin<;,

ho\v(>ver, I'airly disposeil (if the (iiiestidii,

wti will now turn to Canada, and take

up, in order, the oventH which then ^^llook to

its core that, ns yet, infant 8tato.

inlinhitinn; within tlio TeiTitnries thereof, and
briii(f tlic siuiie to Jiul^taicnt in any of tlie

Courts of AihaivMlty witliin His .Miijesty'.s

«li)minioiis: ami to fhtit end His Miijcsty's

j\dvocMtc-G('iR'ral, with the Advocate of tlic

Adiniridty, are forthwith to ]ii'e[mve the

drau^dit of n conimissidii, and iirtscnt the

pnme to His lioyal lli<i;litK'ss tiie rriticc Itccent,

nt this hoard, aiitiiorisinji the Coannissioncrs

for executing; the othce of Lord llinh Admiral,
or any person or pcr.^ons by thein eiapowered
and appointed, to issue fort'i and jiratit let-

ters of innr(|iie and reprisals to any of Mis

Alajesty's sulijects, or others whom the said

Commissioners shall deem fitly fpialified in that

behalf for t!ie apprehending, seizing, and taking
the ships, vessels, ami goods belonging to the

United ytntes of America, or the citizens

thereof, or otliers inhabiting within the
rountries, territories, or dominions thereof,

(except as aforesaid,) and that such powers an<l

clauses be inserted in the said commission as

have lieen usual, and are according to former
precedents; and His INlajesty's Advocate-
(leneral, with the Advocate of the Ailmiralty,

nro also forthwith to prepare the draft of a

commission, and present the same to His Royal
Tlighness the I'rince l{egent, at this board,

authorising the said Commissioners for execut-

ing the office of Lord High Admiral to will and
require the High Court of Admiralty of (Jreat

Uritain, and the Lieutenant and .ludge of the

said Court, his Surrogate or Surrogates, ns

also the several Courts of Admiralty within

His Majesty's dominions, to take cognizance of,

and judicially jiroceed n]>on all and all manner
of captures, seizures, prizes, and re|>risals of

nil ships and gooils that are or slndl lie taken,

and to hear and determine the same. aTid,

according to the course of Ailmiralty and the

laws of nntions, to adjudge and condemn all

snrh ships, vessels, and goods as shrill lielong

to the government of the United States of

America, or the citizens thereof, or to others

Bofnro, liowover, roniniPiicinj» our iiceoiint

<d" tlio viirioiiR warlike jimceedingH which

alnniHt iininediately I'oninieniM'd, it would

lio ns well fur us to tiiko ii liritd' review of

the actual position in which Ciiniidii ntood

nt the breaking out of the war,—to exumino

ii.to her iiienns ot defence, and to endeavour

to ascertain, if jiossihle, the cnuscH which

eouhl have led to the lielief, so universally

held liy their neighbours, that CnniulianH,

as a body, might bo considercMl uh iIIh-

atlectcd ; and Canada as not unwilling to

nssiHt in tliu causo of annexation.

inhabiting within the countries, territories, and
dominions thereof (cxcejit as aforesaid^ ; and
that such powers and clauses be inserteii in the

said commission as have been usual, and are

according to former precedents ; and they are

likewise to prepare and lay liefore His Hoynl
Highness the I'rince Itegeiit, at this board, a
draught of such iiistnutions as may be proper

to be sent to the Courts of Admiralty in Ilis

Majesty's Foreign tiovernments and IManta-

tioiis. for their guidance herein ; ns also another

draught of instructions for such ships as shall

be coiumissioncd for the purpose above-men-
tioned.

His Uoyal Highness the Prince Regent is

nevertheless jtleased hereby to declare, in the

name and on the behalf of His Majesty, that

nothing in this order contained shall be under-

stood to recall or aft'ect the declaration which
His Majesty's Naval Commander on the Ameri-
can station has been authorised to make to the

United States of America—namely, that His
Koyal Highness, animate' 1 by a sincere desire

to arrest the calamities of war, has authorised

the saiil Cinnmauder to sign a convention,

recalling and annulling, from a day to be

named, all hostile orders issued by the respec-

tive governments, with a view af restoring,

without delay, ilie relations of amity and com-
merce between His Majesty and tho United

States of America.

From the Court of Cnrlton-House, the 13th

of October, 181-J.

(Signeil) Cartleheaoh.

N. Vansittaht.

CuAni.KS LONO.

litVEBPOOI..

Uathitbst.

Melvtixk.

SlDMOl'TH.
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Itrock's ihvtpatcheM. FjVimi ho far hack as

12th February, 1HI2, wo fiml him writinj*

to Colonel IJaynex, th(» Ailjutant-(«eneral,

—

" [ liavo rodson to look for tim ar((uiesc'en(jO

of tho two I[ouse^ to every nieanure I may
think necessary to ret-ominend, for the |iea(>e

and defonco of the country, A Hpirit has

manifested itself littlo expected l»y those

who conceived themselves tho best (jua-

lified to jud;j;c." Fven in speakinj^ of

those who wcro considcreil, if not hostile,

t<) he, at least, indirterent to Hritish interests,

tho Lioutemint-(Jovt'rnor remarkH ;
" 1 do

not, of course, think it cxpeiliont to damp
tho ardour displayed by those once doubtful

charncters. 'J'ho jnost powerful opponents

to Governor (iorc's Administration take the

lead on the f)rosent occasion. Some opposed

Mr. Gore evidently from personal motives,

hut narr Jhrfi'llcil tho rij^lit of hein;; num-
bered amoiif; tho loyal. Few, very few are

actuated by base or unworthy considerations;

their character will very soon, however, be

put to a severe tost. Tho measures which I

intend to propose are—1. ' A Militia Sup-

plementary Act ;' 2. ' Tho Suspension of the

Habeas Corpns ;' 3. ' An Alien Law ;' 4.

* An Act for tho better apprehension of

deserters.'

"

Now, although General Brock found liim-

Jielf beaten, in tho House of Assembly, on
both tho Militia and Habeas Corpus Acts,

yet we find, in the reasons ho a8sip;ns, no
ground to change our opinion. On the con-

trary, ho distinctly attributes the miscarriage

of these two measures—tho first was lost by
the casting-vote of the chairman, and the

second by an almost equally trifling majo-

rity—to the strong sentiment that prevailed,

that war was not likely to occur with the

United States ; i.n opinion which was care-

fully disseminated by the numerous settlers

from that country, and which tended mate-
rially to influence tho votes of the mem-
bers, or of such of them at least as, by
their ignorance of the real position of

art'airs, were eusily betrayed into ormr.

That General llrock, at nil events, saw no

reason to induce u change of opinion, is

pretty evident, if wo may judge from \\w

tone of his despnteh, of Kith May, ti> Sir

(ieorgo I'revost. the Governor-General :
—

" Kvery 0110 with whom I have had an

opportunity of conversing, assures mo thai;

an exceedingly good dispositiim prevails

among the people." The soimdnciss of this

opinion was most triumphantly established

by subsei[iient events,—not the least im-

portant of which was. that as soon the Militia

liill, but slightly modified, was passed,

although a clause had been introduced,

authorizing the raising of flank companies,

to be traineil at least six times in each month,

and although tho inhabitants knew that they

would have to go t(» a great distance to

attend parade, would bo liable to heavy

ox{iense, and Ijo subject to no inconsider-

able privations, the flank companies, in tho

districts in whiidi they were established,

-Tore instantly completed with volunteers

;

and, indeed, an almost unanimous disposi-

um to serve was evinced. Mow, this feel-

ing was manifested at a time when tho pros-

pects of tho Colony wero most gloomy, and

when tho almo.«t defenceless condition of the

Province was but too apparent,—at a time

when tho Governor, on whose judgment so

mu(di depended, was forced to acknowledge,

that although every man capable of carry-

ing a musket, along tho whole 01' tho line,

should be prepared to act, he " had not a

musket more than would suffice to arm part,

of the militia from Kingstoh westward."

Tho advices from England at this junc-

ture were also equally dispiriting, so much

so, that, about this time, C'ol. Baynes is

found expressing himself, " Sir Geo. Provost

has directed me to inform you, that unless

reinforcements arrive from liUgland, (of

which his Excellency is not sanguine, as the

prevailing apprehension in England seems

to be, that ho.-.tilities would not ensue ou

this continent; and as, moreover, the. pledge

held out in tho Prince Kegent's speech, of

supporting witli energy the contest in Por-

tugal and Spain, renders it little likely that

troops will be sent to this quarter,) although

he may bo very desirous to render you any

'1:1
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assistance to strengthen the Upper Province,

his means of doing ho will l)e but very

limited. When wo remember, bewides all

these dispiriting influences, that a numerous

body of settlers from the United States were

everywhere disseminating their evil coun-

sels, and that well-founded fears were enter-

tained that the American intrigues among
the different Indian tri))es, which had lioen

openly carried on, and in the conducting of

which no expence had been spared, had not

failed of success, but that divisions had

been own among our Indian allies,

and the minds of many altogether estranged,

have we not ample grounds on which to

base our assertions thnt the Canadas were

sound to the core, and that all the rash

and flatulent speeches made in the American

houses of Legislature were ?riit occasioned

by the knowledge of their own weakness

and divided state? Is it possible for any

sane person to credit that the Americans

were so totally led away by overweening

vanity as to suppose that, when Great Britain

should arise in her might, it would bo possi-

ble for t!iem to hope for success in a war of

aggression? Is it not much more likely that

French gold it was which originated the idle

speculations respecting the Canadas, and not

any evidences of discontent or disaffection in

those Provinces? The following extracts,

however, from an address of the assembly of

Upper Canada, to their constituents, put the

matters beyond the possibility of doubt and

prove to demonstration the loyalty of the

Province.

_ , ir. ,. It happened, most
Remnrts on the Ad- ' ' '

ilreM of the Acwmbiy opportunely, tliat the
of Upper Ciuiiuln, on tlio ,

,

,.1 i i i i

DecloraUonofWar. llousc ot Assembly had

so nearly completed the

business before them, that tliey were at

liberty to take all the steps necessary at this

crisis, without neglecting any other important

measures.

"The declaration of war issued against

Oreat Britain by the United States, when

first announced, appeared to be an act of such

astonishing folly and def<peration, as to bo

altogether incrediitle, and not only excited

the greatest surprise among the inhabitants

of this Province, but among the groat ma-

jority of our cncniicfi thomsehes. tS<» runny

cogent reasons from interest, affection, and

virtue, i)leaded for an opposite policy, thot

the most intelligent became the most credu-

lous. Tliat a government professing to be

tlie friend of man and the great supporter of

his liberty and independence, should light

up the torch of war against the only nation

that stands between itself and destruction,

exhibited a degree of infatuation or madness

altogether incomprehensible— " it cannot

be," sai<l the wiser part of our inhabitiints

—"the Unltf>d States will never declare war
against a nation >vhich has uniformly treated

them with kindness and respect, whose ffeets

protect their commerce, and whose armies

support their freedom and independence."

But the men at present ruling the states,

infatuated, or, as their more eidightened

countrymen say, "bribed by the tyrant of

France," regardless of the best interests of

their country and the feelings and affections

of a great majority of their own people, havo

commenced hostilities against our mother

country while treating their vessels with

hospitality, and instead of threatoiing their

liberties, offering the most equitable terms

of accommodation."

Here follows a long and spirited appeal to

the descendants of the U.E. loyalists, who had

been driven from the land of tlieir adoption ;

and there is very little doubt but that the

spirit which was roused amongst Canadians

was attributable, in a great measure, to the

unshakcr fidelity of these settlers.

"Already have we the joy to remark, that

the spirit cf loyalty has burst forth in all its

ancient splendor. The militia in all pp i-ts

of the Province have volunteered their ser-

vices with acclamation, and displayed a de-

gree of enf^'gy worthy of the British name.

They do not forget the blessings and privi-

leges which tlioy enjoy under the protection

and fostering care of tlie British Empire,

whose govcrnnipnt is only felt in this country

by acts of the purest justice, and most pleas-

ing and (iflicacinus benevolence. "When mcr

are called upon to defend every thing thry

call prccimi', their wives and children, tneir

frioTiils iiiu. iiijssc;<si(ms, they ought to be

ins|:iiT.l will) the noblest res(dutions, and

I hey will ui)l lit) easily friglilcntd by mona^'cs,
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or conquered l)y force. And bcholdiug as

we do, the flun:e of patriotism liurr.Mif; from

one end of the Canudiis to the oUier, wo

cannot but entertain tlio mcst rloasing un-

ticipatioHH. Our enemies have indeed said,

that they can subdue this country ))y a pro-

clamation; but it is our i)arta to prove to

them that thoy arc sadly mistaken; that the

population is detcrminately hostile, and that

the few Avho might be otiierwise inclined,

will tijid it their safety to be faithful."

That this part of the address produced

the must beneficial results, was pretty

clearly proved by the timid and vacillating

measures adopted by (Jenoral Hull; the

more so, as every day afforded fresh proof

to t,hat General, after he was fairly on

British ground, that he had been grossly

deceived by the representations which hatl

induced him to believe that Canada was ripe

for a revolt.

" Innimierablo attempts »vlll bo made by

lalsehood, to detach you from your allegiance

;

for our enemies, in imitation of their Eu-

ropean master, trust more to treachery than

to force; and they will, no doubt, make use

of many of those lies, which unf.-vtunately

for the virtuous part of these states, and the

peace and happiness of the world, had too

much success during the American rebellion:

they will tell you that they are come to give

freedom—yes, the base slaves of the most

contemptible faction that over distracted the

affairs ofany nation—tlie minions of the very

sycophants \vho lick the dust from the feet

of Buonaparte, will tell you, that they are

come to communicate the blessing of liberty

to this Province ; but you have only to look

at your situation m pub Buch hypocrites to

confusion."

"Trusting more to treachery than open

hostility, our enemies have already spread

their emissaries through the country to se-

duce our fellow subjects from their allegiance,

.by promises as false as the principles on

which they are founded. A law has there-

fore been enacted for the speedy detection of

such emissaries, and for their condign pun-

ishment on conviction—a law which it will

not bo easy to escape."

The mxleration of the different acts which

were then passed, for the preservation and

defence of the Province, is an udditional

proof that internal treachery was not one of

the causes which were feared. The exigency

of the time would have warranted the adop-

tion of much more stringent measures ; and

had there been any real grounds to fear the

settlers from the United States, whose inclina-

tions, though in the main good, would be.

naturally with the interests of their native

country, could have caused any danger,

doubtless effective measures would have been

ailopted. The Legislature, however, knew
their men, and trusted to Canadian loyalty.

AVe shall shortly see the proofs that their

confidence was not misplaced.

"llcmembcr, when you go forth to the

combat, that you fight not for yoursclvea

alone, but for the whole world. You are

defeating the most formidable conspiracy

against the civilization of man that ever waa
contrived; a conspiracy threatening greater

barbarism and misery than followed the

downfall of the Roman Empire—that now
you have an opportunity of proving your at-

tachment to the parent state which contends

for the relief of oppressed nations, the last

pillar of true libertj', and the last refuge of

oppressed humanity.

"Persevere as you have begun, in your
strict obedience to the laws and your atten«

tion to military discipline; deem no sacrifice

too costly which secures the enjoyment of

our happy constitution; follow, with your

countrymen in Britain, the paths of virtue,

and, like them, you shall triumph over all

your unprincipled foes."

I ;<8

Stnte of f«oUng
Lower CoiiaUu.

in Having, we think, eatis*

factorily; though briefly,

disposed of any question that may have

arisen with respect to the loyalty of Upper

Cauadians, wo will take a glance at the

state of parties in Lower Canada, and
oxaminn into the reasons why the stain of

disaffection should be supposed to rest any

more on them, than on their brethren in the

Upper Province.

If there were grounds for apprehending

that a feeling of disloyalty existed at all in

Canada, reason would have at once sug-

gested that ill Lower Canada was the evil to

be sought. Yet, on examination into this

part of our subject, we find, that although

Sir George Prevost had at this time a very
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delicate card to play with his House of

Assembly, ho succeeded in obtaining ironi

them a Militia Act, which, though not

affording all that was required, was still a

material point gained. 2,000 men were to

be balloted, to servo for three mouths, in

two successive summers. One reason why
more was not gained was, that an Appre-

hension existed that Canadians might con-

tract military habits, and enlist into the

Bervice. This feeling, however, did not pre-

vent the establishment of the Glengarry

Light Infantry,* who numbered, by the 1st

May, 1812, four hundred rank and lile ; and

we find, farther, that on Sir George Pre-

vost's issuing orders to recruit for a still

higher establishment, the officers engaged to

dcmble the number, and did it. This does

not look like disaftection ; and, Avhethcr wo
go still further cast, or south, we trace the

same spirit. Wc find twi) officers dividing

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and enlist-

ing Acadiaus, while Lieutenant McDouell

is reported as making great progress among

the Highland settlers on the coast and gulf.

When we take all these circumstances, then,

into consideration, we confess that ve are

at a loss to find any sounder reasons for im-

puting disaflection to Lower Canadians, than

we have found to exist among their brethren

of the Upper Province ; and although they

were not called on, in the course of the events

which followed, to make such sacrifices, or

give such unequivocal proofs of their loyalty,

as Upper Canadians
;
yet, we venture to as-

sert, that the aninms was there which would

have proved that in both Provinces alike the

eame pure spirit of patriotism burned.

We cannot well see what reasons the rulers

of the United States could have adduced for

arriving at a different conclusion. So far

back as that momentous period, when their

fellow colonists threw off their allegiance to

the mother country, the French Canadians,

though prcssingly invited to assist, refused.

They were, even then, awiire of the blessings

which they enjoyed under British G(nern-

ment. and willingly submitted to tiie Stamp

Act, which caused so great a revolt amongst

* Although the li'vics raised for tlic corps hc-

lonpcd g-encnilly to the Lower Province,, yet

strict geogrniihical justice would ussigu these

troops to the Upper rrovincc.

tlieir neighbours. On the Slst December,

1775, at the siege of Quebec, we find that

almost to Lower Canadians alone was tlio

successful resistance against the combined

attack of Generals Arnold and Montgomery,

attributable. "The party who defended the

principal battery, consisted of Canadian

Militia, with nine British seamen to work

the guns." On no one occasion, in point of

fact, can we detect tiio slightest trace of a

hostile feeling towards the British Govern-

ment amongst Lower Canadians : in the

present instance what is the result of our

examination? wc find that "four batUilions

of militia were instantly raised, and the

voltigeurs wore organised and equipped in

the short space of six weekL' by the liberality

of the young Canadians : wo find the Legis-

lature issuing government papers, bearing

interest and payable in bills of Exchange in

England, to prevent specie from going to tho

United States ; and again, are ourold friends,

the inhabitants of Quebec, found at their

post, guarding the citadel, proud of the duty,

and of the consequence rcpesod on them.

We think wc need say no more on the head

of tho loyalty of Lower Canada.

_. , ,, ,., ^ On the 12th July,
First Ilostili^ Demon- •'

stration ; Viiii July, 1812, the American Ge-

neral Hull, with a force

of twenty-five hundred men crossed over to

Sandwich from Detroit and planted tho Am*-
rican standard on Canadian soil, where he

issued a pi'oclamation,* inviting tho inha-

bitants to join his standard.

* puoci.amation.

Head Quarters, Sandwich,
12th July, 1812.

Inliabitants of Canada

—

After tliirty years of peace and prosperity,

tho United States have been driven to arms.
The injuries and aggrossions, the insults anil in-

dignities of Great Britain, have once more left

them no alternative hut manly resistance, or
imconditionnl submission. The army under
my command hus invaded your country. The
stiiiulard of the Union now waves over tho ter-

litory ot('anada. To the peaceable, unoffend-
ing inliabitants it brings neither danger nor
(;ilHculty. 1 come to fiiul enemies, not to make
them. J come to protect, not to injure you.

Scpnratcil by an itnmenso ocuan and an ex-
tensive wiMeriu'ss from (Ireat Ih'itnin, you have
no pai'ticipation in lier councils, 11.) interest in

lier coniluct. Vou have felt her tyranny
; you

have seen her injustico ; but 1 do not ask you
lo avenge the one, or to redress the other.

Asa
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Asa foil to General lltU's vaporing gas-

conade, Gencrjil lirock'a proi-lamiition, wliicli

Tlie tlniteil States me surticieiitly poweiful lo

affoi'il every sc'iiiity consistent witli tlioir rij;lits

aii'l yinii' exp<;i:tatioii!<. I tuiulur you the in valu-

able Ijles.'ing of civil, political, ami rL-lif^iou-i li-
1

berty, anil lUeir iiccesjiary lesult, inilividu.il and

guiicral prosperity. That liberty wliieli gave <Ji«-

cision to our eoiinuil.-' and energy to our conduct,

in a strugi^le for indup.Mulence, and which con-

ducted us Safe and triuiiiph.mily through the

Btoriuy period of tlie revolution. That lilierty

whiuii lia-i raisud u:< to au elevated rank anning

the nations of the world, and which atl'ordeil u.s

a greater measure of peace and security, of

wealth and iiiiprovenient, than ever fell to the

lot of a!iy country.

In the name ol my country, and by the autho-

rity of jfovernmeut, I promise you protection to

your piTsons, property and rights ; remain at

your honu's, pursue your peaceful and customary

avouations, raise not your hand against your ore-

threu. Many ol ycmr fathers fought for the iVec-

dom and imlependence we iio.v enjoy. Benig

children, thereftu'e, of the same family wiih us,

and heirs to the same heritage, the arrival of an

army of friends must be hailed by you with a

cordial welcome. You will lie emancipate<l from

tyranny and oppression, and ri.-stored to I he dig-

nilied station ot freemen. Had I any doubt of

eventual success, I might ask your asi'islance,

but I do not. I come prepared for evory contin-

gency — I have a force which will look down all

opposition. And that force is but tlie vanguard
of .1 much greater. It, contrary to your own
interest and the just expectation of my country,

you should take part in the approaching contest,

you will be consiilered and treated as enemies,

and the horrors and calamities of war will stalk

belbre you. If the barl>arous and savage policy

of <ireat Britain be pursued, and the .ravages be
let loose to murder our citizens, and butcher our
woiiioii and children, this war will be a war ol

extermination. The first stroke of the tomahawk,
the lirst attempt with the scalping knife, will be
the signal for one indiscriminate scene of desola-

tion. No white man found lighting by the ahle

of ail Indian will be taken prisoner; instant des-

triictio.i will be his lot. If the dictates of rea-

8on, duly, justice, and humanity, cannot prevent
the employment of a loit;e vvhich respects no
rights, and knows no wrong, it will be prevented
by a severe and relentless system of retaliatit n.

I doubt not your courat;e and firmnesii—I wil:

not doubt your attachment to liberty. The Unk-
ed States otfer yon peace, liberty, and security

—

your choice lies between these and war, slavery,

and destruction. Choose, then, but choose wise-

ly : and may lie who knows the justice of our
canse, and who holds iu his hands the fate of na-
tions, guide you to a resnlt the most compatible
with your rij^lits and iutereBts, your peace and
ho'ioiness.

By the General. A. P. HULL,
Omft. of tk« I3th Rtgt. of V. S. Infantry, «nd

Ai4e <U Oampf Sii
Hind Qnarten, Sanduieft,

Jftlfli, 1819.

Will be found at length in our notes, may
appropriately be placed, tlie one as reumrkablo

for Hirnness and dignity of tone, as the otlur

was Motevvorthy for presumption and bombast,

Tlie arlf il and threatening language, in which

(Jen. Hull's proclamation was couclicd, failed,

however, in producing the anticipated etll-ct,

and seemed but to nerve, still more keenly for

the contest, the gallant few on whom the suc-

cessful defence of the province depended—even

then, in fact, hud the foresiglit and energy of

the British General prepared tiie tirst of those

dis.asters which were so shortly to overwhelm

the unfortunate Hull.* Early in tlie sp.ing,

*The unprovoked declaration of war by the Uni*

ted Statcsiif Ainericaaguinst the United Kingdom
of Great liritain and Ireland, and its dependen-
cies, has been followed by the actual invasion of

ibis I'rovincc, in a remote frontier of the western

district, by a detachment of the armed force of

the United States.

The olHcer commanding that detachment has
thought proper lo invite his Majesty's sulijects,

not merely to a quiet and unresisting submission,

but insults them with a call to .seek voluntarily

ihc proteeiioti of his government.
Without condescending to notice the opitheta

Ijestowed, in this appeal of the American C(iiinin>ii-

iler to the people of Upper Canada, on theadinm-
istration of his Majesty, every inhabitant of the

I'lovinceis desired to seek theconfutatioii of such
indecent slatider in the review of his own particu-

lar circumstances. Where is the Canadian sub-

ject who can truly aflirm to himself tiiat he has

been injured by the government, in his person,

his pr«iperty, or his liberty? Where is to be
found, in any part of the world, a growth so rapid

in prosperity and wealth, as this colony exhibits?

JHitlled, not thirty years, by a band of veterans,

exiled (rom ilieir former posse.ssions on account of

theirloyalty, not a desccudantof these brave peo-

ple is to be lound, who, under the fostering lilie-

rality of their sovereign, has not accjuired a pro-

perty and means of enjoyment superior to what,
were possessed by their aiicestora.

This unequalled prosperity would not have b.-!ea'

attained by the utmost liberality of the govern-

ment, or tJie persevering industry of the people,

had not the maritime power of the mother coun-
try secured to its colonists a safe access to every
market, where the produce of their labour was in

request.

The unavoidable aud Immeliate conscqucncea
of a separation fhim Great Britain must be the losd

of this uiestimable advantage ; a d what is oR'erud.

you in exchange? To become a territory of ihe

United Blates, and sliiire with them that exclusion

from the ocean which the policy of their govern-

ment enfoices ; you are not even flattered with a.

participation of their boasted independence : and'

it is but too obvioas that, onee estrantjed from tha*'

powerful proteetldn of the United Kingdom, jort

'

must be ro-annexed to the dominion of France^

from which tb« prorincevof Catiaida were wreitca

,>>' Li

'.•i|
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Be thi-showcvcr, as it may—with Michilimaci-

nac foil at once General Hull's hopes ofan easy

and bloodless conquest of Canada,—spirit and

coiifidcnce were thereby infused into the Indian

tribes, and the poor old Gen. ral— already

familiarized with Indian warfare, finding thcin

les?! inclined for neutrality, and the Canadian

Mililia less favorable than he anticipated

—

even at this time began to discover the fallacy

of the expectations he had so prematurely

formed. Michilimacinac, (or Mackinaw, as it

is now more commonly called,) is an island in

tho Straits between tho Lakes Michigan and

Huron, about four miles from land at the

nearest point—its name is derived from a fan-

cied resemblance to a turtle's back. The fort,

on the south-east side, was situated on a rock,

almost perpendicular in some places, extending

nearly half round tlie island, and rising some

two hundred feet from the water. It over-

looked, and, of course, commanded the har-

bor, a beautiful basin ofabout a mile in extont,

sheltered from Lake Huron by two islands

stretching across its mouth, and leaving only

a narrow ship channel by which to enter the

harbor. This position was a most valuable

one, as it commanded the passage by which, if

necessary, Hull might expect his supplies or

reinforcements. In the fort were a quantity of

military stores and seven hundred packs of fur,

the first fruitsof the war.

While these scenes, so important in their ef-

fects, were being transacted in his rear. Gen.

Hull commenced an advance on Fort Maldcn,or

Amlierstburg. At this time the British force

on the frontier was nearly nominal, and coidd

scarcely have been expected to offer much

resistance, the garrison at Amlierstburg, con-

sisting of but about two hundred men of the

1st Battalion ofthe41st Regiment, commanded

by Captain Muir, a very weak detachment of

tho Royal Newfoundland Fenciblcs, and a

sub ilttrn's (Lieut enantTroughton's) command

of Artillery—such was the material on which

Canadians had to trust for a defence of one o(

the most important points along their frontier.

This point was, indeed, of the most vital im-

portance to the British, as it formed the key

to their relations with tlic Indians of theWest,

and was, naturally, an object of very great

interest to the enemy. General Hull had ex-

pcTienccd no diftlculty in ascertaining thi

weakness of its ikfonces, and ju Iglii^i from the

almost utter impossibility of its obtaining sup-

plies, he looked forward to the fate of Amlierst-

burg as an event which did not admit of a

doubt—with this view, therefore, he laid his

plans, and against this point was the thunder

of the American artillery to be first directed.

The fort at Amherstburg could not have sus-

tained a seigc of long duration, four bastions

Hanking a dry ditch, with a single interior

defence of picketing, perforated with loop-holes

for musketry, offering but little obstacle to an

enterprising enemy ; a few shells, indeed,would

have sufficed to destroy all the defences, as,

with the exception of the magazine, all tho

buildings were of wood, and covered with pino

shingles unfit for resisting any missile. Tho

disadvantage of remaining in this position,

Col. St. George, the commanding officer, well

knew—orders were therefore given to the gar-

rison to be ready at a moment's notice, asCoL

St. George preferred giving battle, even with

his inferior force, to remaining cooped up with-

out the means of offering any resistencc what-

cver.

The want ofdecision and energy* on the part

of General Hull became at this time very ap-

parent to his more enterprising opponents,

indeed, the American General seemed to have

forgotten altogether the intended objects of his

invasion and to have confined his efforts to

levying provisions and forage from tJic inhabi-

tants towards w horn the troops behaved with

great severity, as ifto avenge their disappointed

hopes at meeting enemies where they expected

to find friends.

This state of inaction was only interrupted

by some desultory attempts to cro.ss the river

Canard, but the daily skirmishes which ensued

led to no action of a decisive character. Here,

* The following extract, from General Arm-
strong's work, will show how eager the Anierieuns

were to find any excuse, at whatever sacrifice of

previously well established reputation and chariic-

ter, for want of success :
—" The General's conduct

on this occasion cnuid not e.'^capc aninnul version.

His more severe critics,—combining his uniform

indifference to the state of Ills communications,

ihe presure necessary to induce liiin to take any
means for re-opening them, and the perverse pre-

ference given to those of the most inelfieient,

<hnpclcss character,—did not scruple to impute to

lim a secret and systematic cooperation with the

•nemy ; while others, less prone to suspicion, and
<{ more charitable temperament, uscril)e it to an
lonorabic but false estimate cif the value of the

•-^^

ohjocts to be aituiufil, and ;)!' ;rc'o ol danger



t2 IITSTORY OF THE WAR OP 1812.

II ,::

hosvover, wasslu-d ihe first l)l()Oil,*an»l the gal-

lant bc'liavjdui' of iho tniops is apparent frrm

the fiillovving extract fioni a general order

dated August Gtli:—"The Coinniandant of

the Forces talus great pleasure in announcing

to the troops, that the enemy under Brigadier-

General Hull have been repelled in three at-

tacks made on the 18th, lUth and -iOtli of last

month, upon part of the garrison of Amherst

burg, on the river Canard," particular mention

is here made of the heroism and devoti(m dis-

played by two privates (Hancock and Dean,

the former kil'ed, the latter taken prisoner,) of

the 41st, and the general order goes on " In-

Btances ofsuch tii iiiness and intrepidity deserve

to be thus publicly recorded, and his Excel-

lency thinks that it will not fail to animate the

troops under his command with an ardent

desire to follow so noble an example, whei.evei

an opportunity shall hereafter be offered to

them."

Amonist the records of gallant deeds we

must not omit to mentio^j the bravery of twen-

ty-two warriors of the Minoumim tribe of In-

to be incurred in attaining them, unil, lastlr, to n

persiiii,>-.ioii that the safety of liis o\v:i posiiion

required cautious nieaaurcti."

* The first blood was shed here, but the first

hostile act was the capture of n nierclmnt vessel

in Lake Ontario, by tliu bri;; (hieiila, eomniamlod

by Capt. Woolsey. Tliis vessel was a fust sailer,

and, while beating up the liake from l'res<'ott, in

company with serveral others, was coni«iderHl)l,v

a-henil. The Oneida made for her first, intcniiin):

to take tliose to leeward afterwards, but niglit

coining CM, they fortunately escaped. The o'jeci

of the Ameiican (fovenunent in thus attacking,

in time of peace, the vessel of a friendly nation,

waa to secure as niany of the vessels on the l.)ike

as they could, to assist any future contemplated

attacks a-.;ainst Canada. One of the owneriii pr.-

ceeded immediately to Suckett's ilur'ior, and

reclaimed hia (iroperty—war not hiving hciM:

declared at the time, nor was it till a fortnight

afterwards that it waa declared—his rciionstranee

and c'ainis were, however, disreirarded, and the

vessel was immediately armed and manned. This

same vessel was, the next year, upset in a squall

on liiike Ontario, finring a night action with the

British fleet under Sir James Yeo, and we it to the

bottom, very few of her ere*' escaping.—S( range

to say, the owners of tlve veswd have never been

indemnified for Mieir lo^s, by either their own or

the American (Jovernment, although repeated

applications have been urgetl on fioth, and ereii

a Joint address to the Crown voted by l)otli

brunches of the Legislature of Upper C ;«ad»,

—

although more recently we have seen a British

fleet sent to Athens, to compel payment of a few

hundred pounds to Don Pa^ificp,—B». A. A. II.

dinns, who repelled the attack of n body of

Americans ten times their nimiber, w ho, under

the command of Major Denny had advanced

with a view of crossing the river Cannid, hero

not more than a few yards wkle— a timber

bridge crossed (he river at this point, but Col.

St. Geoige seeing the importance of the posi-

tion, and anxious to retard the advance of tho

enemy had caused it to be destroyed, and had

placed, in nmbnsh among the grass and weeds

which lined the banks, a picked body of marks-

men for the purpose of preventing its recon-

struction.

The Queen Charlotte, a vessel of some .sizo

and force, was also mounted with twenty guns

and anchored across the mouth of the river to

keep the enemy more effectually in check.

"While Col. St. George was thus engaged in

MovtrmeiitgofCivl.st. keeping the enemy in

'^"'"'S''- check, Gen. Brock was
an.xiously expecting the time when, liaving

disposed of the business for which the Legis-

lature were about to assemble, he miglit be at

liberty to repair in person to the scene of ac-

tion—in the meantime he despatched Col.

Proctor of the 41st Regiment, with such rem-

forcemcnts as he could spare, to assume tho

command at Amhcrsfburg. Immediately on

hisarrival he learned the fate of a detachment

of the enemy, two hundred strong, under tho

command of Major Van Home, which, sent as

I convoy to guard the mail, and open a com-

munication by which provisions could be

(•Ittained, had been intercepted at the river

iiaisin, thirty-six miles from Detroit, and cut

to pieces by Tecumsch with a small parly

of his Indiatis ; and having been inrornied

that a second convoy with provisions was then

on its march to Detroit, Col. Proctor ordered

Captain Muir with about one hundred of the

41s^ ihesamcnumlHirofmilitia, and about two

hundred and fifty Indians to cross the river and

occiii)y BrowHHtown, a small village on tho

American side, through which the convoy was

expected to pass. The expedition did not,

however, proTe assuccessful as fonnerattempts,

as the fo!lowing account given by Major

Richanlson fully proves:

—

" On the rooming of Sunday the 9th, the

wild and distant cry of our Indian scouts gave

us to understand that the enemy were advanc-

in|^. In the. cpu|^ of ton minutes aftorw^ds
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they appi'arcd issuing from the wood, hound- ! Bullock of the 41st GnnndiiTs, who, with a

mix like wild deer chased by the huntsman,
^

small ilctachmtnt of tvventj' men of his own

and uttering that p.;culiar shout which is comimny, twenty l-i;;ht Infmlry, nnd twenty

known aimng themselves i- tlie newn-cri/.— Ratta'ion men had hcen urged firwnrd hy

From them we ascertained that a strong co- Gen. Brock, from the head quartns if Iho

hunnof the enemy, cavalry and infantry, wore Regiment, then slntioncd at Fort Oeorge, for

on their march to attack us, hut that die dif-
^

tl>'> purpose of ruinfircing the little garrison

(iculty of transporting their guns rendered it ot ..inher.-.tl)urg, and who, having rem-hed their

improliahle they could reach our [)0-;ition be- destination the preceding day, had het-n des-

fore nighf, althoigh then only at a distance of patched by Col. Proctor, (lately arrived to as-

ciglitiniles. It being instantly decided on to sinne the command) to s'rengthen us. Shortly

meet them, the detaclunent was sieedily on-
, the report of a single shut ech')ed through

del" arms, and on its march for Maguaga, a
j

the wood; and the instant afterwards the loud

Rmall In liaii village distant about a league.— and terrific yells of the Indian^, fillowed by a

The road along which wc advanced was ankle- , heavy and desultory (ire, apprised us that they

deep wl.h mud, and the dark forest wavingils ; were engaged. The action then became gine-

close branches over our heads, Kfl, no egress . ral along v)ur line, anil continued fur half an

to the pestilential exhalations arismg from the hour, without jnoducing any material advan-

naked and putrid bodies of horses and men jiage; when unluckily, a body of Indians that

of Major Home's detachment, which ha<l had been detached to a small wood about fivo

been sunfered to lie unburied beneath our hundred yards distant fiom our tight, wero

feet. No otliersoimd than the measiu'ed step taken fty the troops for a corps of the enemy

of the troitps intcrrtipted the solitude of the 'ctideavouiing to turn tin ir Hank. In vain wo

scene, rendered mure imposing by the wild ap- called out to them that they wero our Indians,

pe.i'anco oft lie warriors, whose bodies, staitied The fitv wlii' h shotild have been reserved for

and painted in the tnost frightful manner for their foes, was tuiiiediipctt the'r friends, who,

the occasioit, gli.ljd by its with almost noi-e- 1 filling itito the same error, jturtied it with

less velocity, without order, aiul "itiiottt a equal spirit. Tlie fact, was, tlfy l.arl been

a Cliiof; souie painted white, some black, ' compelled to letire before a superior force, and

otli'f.i half black, half red, half black, Ii.ilf the niovcment made by them, had given riso

wliile; all with tiieir hair plaistcred in such a i
to the error of the tron|)s. That o;(ler and

way as to reseiiiblc the biistling cjuillsof tlic : discipline which would have marked their con-

poriMipine, with no other covering then a cloth ' duct as a body in a plain, was Io>t sight fif, in

around their luins, yet aruied to the teeth with a gresit tncastire, while fliihting independently

rifles, tomahawks, war clubs, spears, bows, and singly in a wood, where every man, fol-

arrows, and scalpin:;-knives. Uttering no i lowing the example of the cnemj', was com-

Bound, and ititent only oti reaching the enemy pelled to shelter his person behind the treei*

unperceived, they might have passed for the I as he cotdd. Closely pressed in front by an

Bpeclres of those wilds, the nilhless demons i altnost invisible fie, and on the point of being

wliich war had unchained for the punishment ' taken in the rear, as was falsely imagined, Iho

and op[ircssion of man. I troops were at length compelled to yield to

" Having taken up a position about a quar- 1
circumstance and numbers,

ter of a mile beyotid Maguaga. our disposi- " Although our retreat, in conseqtiencc of

tioits f >r defence were speedily made, the rust-

ling of the leaves alone breaking on the silence

which reigned throughout our line. Follow-

ing the exaniple of the Indians, we lay reclined

on thcgrouu lin o'der to .avoid being perceiv-

ed, tiiitil withiti a fevr yards of the enemy.

—

AVliile awaiting, in this manner, the approach

of the cidumn, which we knew to be, at no

great thstance, advancing upon us, otir little

force was iucreascJ by the arrival of Jvjeut.

this imfortunatc misapprehension, commenced

in some disorder, this was soon restored, when

Major Miiir, who had been wottnded early in

the engagement, succeeded in rallying lii»

tnen, and forming them on the brow of a hill

which commanded a .short and narrow bridge

intersecting the high road, and crossing a mo-

rass over which the enemy's gtins mttst neces-

sarily ptifis. This was about a quarter of a

mile >n rear of tlie position wc had prcvioti.sIy
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occnpii'd. Here wu rcmnincd at least fifteen

minutes, when finding that tlic Amcricnns did

not make their appearance as expected, Major

Muir, whoso communication with Tecuniseh

had been cut ofT, and who now heard some

enmrt firing in the woods beyond his left, na-

turally infu-rred that the enemy were pushing

the Fndians in that quarter, with a view of

turning his flank, gaining the high road in our

roar, and thus cutting off our retreat. The

order was then given to retire, which we cer-

tainly did at the double quick, yet without

l)eing followed i>y the enemy, who suffered us

to gain our boats without further molestation.

" In this affair, which we never (hen regarded

as anything more than a sh-irp skirmish, yet to

w hiih the Ameiicans have since attached an

undue importance,tl:cirloss was eighteen killed

and sixty-three wounded ; ours, one rank and

file killeil, two Ottictrs, two Sergeants, nine-

teen rank and file wounded, and two rank and

flic missing, but afterwards recaptured by the

Indians. The wounded officers were. Major

Muir, and Lieutenant Sutherland. They were

near each other when the attack commenced,

anil Major Muir having observed an American

taking a deliberate aim at them, hastily placed

a short rifle, which he usually carried with him

on these occasions, on the shoulder of his com-

panion, and levelUdit at '.lis enemy Both

fired at the .saine instant. The ball of the

American, entering l.ieut. Sutherland's cheek,

came out at the bac k of his neck, and passed

through one of M.yor Mut's wings (he com-

manded the i.ight Company of the 41st,)

while the rifleman himself fell dead on the

spot, from his adversary's bullev. Major Muir

soon afterwards received another ball in the

leg, yet without being disabled. Severe as

proved the wound of Lieut. Sutherland, (who

was borne off the field when the retreat

commenced, on the back, if I do not greatly

mistake, of one ol the Messrs. Caldwcii of

Aniherstbufg) he would have recovered had

lie not imprudently, sonic ten days afterwards,

midc premature use of his tooth-b'ush. This

opened the woimd, brought on hemorrhage,

and before medical assistance could be pro-

cured, (the main body of the force being then

in occupation of Detroit) he bled to death.

—

Tecumsi.h was also slighily wounded, by n

buck shot, on this occasion."

Here it was that an opportunity was first

afforded of proving the extreme disadvantage

of opposing regular troops to the enemy in the

woods. Accustomed to the use of the rifle

fiom his infancj'—dwelling in a measure amid

forests with the intricacies of which he was

wholly acquainted, and possessing the ailvau-

tagc of a dress which rendered him almost un-

distinguishable to the eye of an Kuropean, the

American marksman entered w ilh comparative

security into a contest w ith tlie English soldier,

whoso glaring habiliment and accoutrements

wereobjects too conspicuous to be missed, while

his utter ignorance of a mode of warfare, in

which courage and disciiiline were of no avail,

rendered the struggle for miistery even more

unequal. The principal armies to which the

British troops were oi>iio.«;ed during the war,

consisted not of regular and well-discipiincd

troops only, but oflevies taken from the forests

of Ohio and Kentucky, scarcely inferior as

riflemen to the Indians. Dressed in wcollcn

frocks of a gray color, and trained to cover

their bodies behind the trees from which they

fired, witl.aut exposing more of their persons

than was absolutely necessary .'or their aim,

the}' afforded, on more than one occasion,

the most convincing proofs that without (ho

assistance of the Indian Warriors, the defence

of so great a jiortion of Western Canada, as

was entrusted to the charge of the ftw

regulars and militia, would have proved a

duty of gicat difficulty and doubt.

The Americans attached an undue* impor-

tance to (his affair—and when the disparity of

the forces engaged is considered, it will be seen

that there was in fjality but little to boast of.

By Col. Miller's admission the forces under his

command con.sisted of (he whole of the 4th

Kegii.ient of United Slates Infantry, except

one company left at Sandwich to garrison a

fort, built by order of General Hull : a small

detachment of the 1st Infantiy, and Artillerists

enough to man the guns,— this composed the

regular force, there was besi les about four

hundred militia, making in all about seven

hundred men : the total force opposed to them,

was, as we have shewn, not more than four

* This 19 pretty evident from Goncril IIull's

reniiu'ks. His offieinl, letter giving uii luxoiint of

it, linnonfs " that nothing wa.^ giiined l)y it but

honor; and that the blood of seveiitv-five men
had been shed in vain ; as it luit opened hi): com-

nuiuicatiotis ns lar us their bayonets liad extended,'



HISTORY OF THE WAR OP 1813. 65

hundred and fifty men, two hundred and fifty

ol whom were Indians.

Great stress has been laid on the cruel policy

Ci.nductof our liiriiuii oftlie English for acting

mil''""- in concert witli allies so

little disposed to deal mercifully with the cap-

tives i)!aced by the chances of war in their

hands, and the Americans in particular have

been loud in their condemnation of a measure

to the adoption of which the safety of the

Western Province was in a great measure to

be attributed. These writers are however for-

getful that every possible exertion was em-

ployed by the agents of the United States

Government to detach the Indians from us and

to effict an alliance with them on the part of

the Stales,

"IJesidcs," as Major Richardson ol)serves,

—

"The natives must have been our friends or

our foes; had we not employed tliem the

Americans would, and .ilthough humanity

must deplore the necessity, imposed by the

very invader himself, of counting them among

our allies, and combating at their siile, the law

of self-preservation was our guide, and scru-

pulous indeed nuist be the power that would

have hesitated at such a moment in its choice."

On the other hand too tlie Indians had always

been our allies. No faithless dealing nor treach-

ery on our parts had alienated their trust and

confidence from a Government which had

hea[>ed bounties on them with no sparing

hand. We were not the aggressors, we did

not, for the purpose of addifig to our terri'o

rial boundaries, carry ruin and desolation

among an almost defenceless pojjulation, we
only availed ourselves of the right, common
to every one, of repelling invasion by every

means possible, and wliile we admit that our

allies were in some instances guilty of the ex-

cesses peculiar to every .savage nation, it can-

not be sui)p()sed that these acts were sanc;-

tioned by the Government, or that, so far as

it was possible, principles of toleration and
mercy were not inculcated by us amongst our

red allies.

In justice, too, to the Indians, wo must re-

mark, that acts of barbarous cruelty were not

confined to them. The American backwoods-

men were in the habit of scalping al.so, and,

indeed, it is singular enough that, although

General Hull's famou.s, or rather infamou.s,

proclamation awarded death to any one of th«

subjects of (ireat Britain, found combating afc

the side of, and therefore assumed to be a par-

ticipator in the barbarities attributed to th«

Indians, the very first scalp should hava

been taken by an oflicerof his own army, and

that within a few days after the proclamation

was issued.*

On the Cth of August, General Brock had

nciicralDnx k wiiiiii the sati>faction of llnding
liiidv of viilinilti'rs. .1.1 111 1

!r-ivc8 Vork f.r iiic that he could i)c spared
"''•'"• "•"

'"li""'
,"1''' '"•> from I he seat of Govern-

rivm (III tlie 13lli of
AuKiist, ment for, at least, a short

time. He had divided the snuill force at hi*

disposal for the flefence of the Province, in tho

various quarters most likely to be attacked;

but still he was without a military chest,

without money cnougl at his command to

buy provisions, blankets, or even shoes for tho

militia. Under these circumstances, he made

bis wants known to a number of gentlemen of

credit, who formed themselves into what waa

called "the Niagara and Qiieei.:'»on Associa-

tion," the late Mr. Robert Grant of Quecnston

being manager, and several thousand pounds

were i.ssucd in the shape of bank notes, which

were currently received throughout tho

country, anil afterwards redeemed wiih army

bills. 1 laving thus disposed of his difBcultiea,

General Brock found himself at liberty to

* James, in his History of the War, writes :—At
the action fought at IJrownstowii, whore Major

Van Home wiia defeated, a letter was found in

the pocket of Captain MeCulldch (who was among
the slain on that occasion) ntldre^seil to his wifc^

and stating thiit 1:" bad sliot an Indian near tho

Canari Bridge, on the I5th of .July, and had tho

pleasure of teorinij off his xca/p mth his teeth.

Xow of the fact itself there can be very little

doiilit, for we had one Indian (and one oidy)

killed and Sv ilped at tlie Canard, lint, althougli

Captain MeCuUoeh is entitled to all the credit of

this feat, there is reason to infer that Janu'S is

incorrect in stating this iiifurination was obtained

Ironi a letter found in his pocket. In the tirsit

iiistancc, it is extremely unlikely that the Indians,

in riding and stripping the body, would h;ivo

brought olT anything so vahn-less to thi'ni as a
letter, and secontlly, it is much ninre probiildo

that such conniiuiiieiition from MeCiilhich to hia

wife had l)eeii placed in the mail, which the party

to which he belonged, were escorting fioni De-
troit, with the corresponileiiee of (Seneral Hull's

army, and which, it will lie recollected, was cap-

tured by the Indians. The whole nl the letters

passed thrnu;;!! our hands, and it is highly pro-

haltle the didclusurt; was made iu thisi uma«
nor,
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npair in purson to tlic Hii-nc ol' ll()^lililik^',

ftiul he nccoi'(lii){;ly cinhiirkud Cor llurliiigtoii

Hay, whence he procc'i'dcd l»y Innd to fiOtifj

tiiu •. Ah liiriH I vns myHdf eonccriiH, li;itl (

vci\ txcn (lispOKd 'ol:i)ii(;l>niK,(ll on^iliMirh

I thought iKViT eiitoiod into tny hciid, I >mi3

Fuitit on liakc Erie. Geniial Bnxk's fone, too iniidi einted nt the piosprct lufore nn ,) it

On K'aving York, amounted to two Inimhei
i
wonid have 1 ccn at the Ii^k of sufliiing iho

voluntcern,— I'oity men of tlie 41st reftiimnt most severe re|iroiu'hes from my inolhtr—«ho,

)iad been, some time previously,depntetied to

Lon-i Point, for the purpose of collectiM^ tlie

MiMlia in that neighhomhood, and lifiy ntei.

cf the same regiment had been sent into tlit

li'erior, with a view of encouraging ami

being joined by the Indians,— part of tlicse

troop-i >v()nld the Kng!i-ili (Jenernl anticipated,

1)0 ready to j.)in his force on the shores of

Lake Krie.

U may not be uninteresting to give a short

f- r.'act from tlie note oook of one of those vet-

eran militia r, en w'.o so distinguished them-

selves during lliis an! subsequent camiiaigns.

It will shew the sjiirit wliich actuate I Cana-

dians :

—

" Aflcr having been a few weeks in gar-

rison, and made as much progress in the duties

of a soldier's life as was possible, f and several

others, having volimteered, in addition to the

ordinary duties, to make ourselves aef|Ui\inted

at patting, as site clasped me in her arms imd

then tore licrself fioni my ( nil)raee, exclaim-

ed— ( !o, my son, ami let me hear of your death

rather than your disgrace. I maiclied off with

a full heart l>nt a buoyant spirit."

With sucl) volunteers as these figliting fir

the protection of lltcir homes and the san« lity

of their native land, (ieneral Hroik liad not

nnich reason to shun an encounter as far as

the spirit of his troo|)s was in question.

When p'lssi.ig the Mohawk se'tleincnt on

the (.Irand lliver. Gem ral Ihoek held, on the

Ttli, a council ot war for the pin pose of ascer-

taining how fir their professions of fiiendsbp

could br t
'.i ,ted, and fri.m them he received

tlie assurance that sixty of their braves would

on the inth of the same mcmth fillow him.

—

At Long Point, on Lake Krie, heembtrked hi»

few r. gulurs and Ihnc huiidre<l militia in boats

of every descrijition, collected amoiig-t the

villi the great gun e.\(;nise, begvm to be very neighbouring finners, who usually employed

Bnxions for the mon; active duties of a sol- ! them for the transpurtatioii of thi ir corn and

diet's life, it was with nolittle excitement, then, llour, but no v die iTully ami willingly urged

ve heard that (uneral Hull, n itii a strongfoice, on the (jeiicral his making use of tlnni as a

Jiad crossed into Canada fr iin Petroil—a]iro
|

means of tninsfiortation. 'I'lie uistame from

position was then made to me by two per.S(jns Long I'oint to Ainherstburg is somewhat under

mucli older than myself to aid them in form- two hundred mile-;, witli scarcely a bay for

ing a company of volunteers, in which I was

to liold the rank of Ensign, to march to the

west to meet Gen. Hull. This scheme, how-

ever, was put an i nd to by Genen.l Ilrnck's

shelter, and this want the little tlolilla sutl'ered

materially from, as they encountered much
rough weather on their passage along the Lake.

Tlio spirit, however, of the volunteers was

proclamation calling for vol unt( •"•,. ol wiiich I
sustained by the hope of ere long tiiidiiig

the York Garrison was to fur'/ish one liundi cd. themselves in presence of tlie enemy, and they

When the proclamation or general order was I felt each day increased confidence,astlie vaiiid

read on parade by Major Alton, most gladly resources of their "allant and intLfatig.'iblo

did I avail myself of my position, as right
j

leader were develop'^... After four days and

hand man of the Grenadier company, to shoul- nigiits of incessant exertion the little squadron

der my musket and step to tiie front as the
j

reacheil .\mherstburg shortly b, fore midnight

first volunteer for that service. I was fol'ow- ' on the 13th, and in a roiigli memo taken from

cd in a few minutes by the necessary number. General Brock's note book (he following entry

v>c were then allowed tliree day.s to visit our ! is penned :
" In no instance have T seen troops

friends and make the necessary prcjiarations : who would have endured the Piligues of a

for on.' first campaign. Ma n}' were the pre- : long journ.y in boats, (hiring extremely bad

dictior;;maHcthi»t we should never return, and 1 weather, with greater ehcerfulness anil con-

Iha* wc should be overpowered by the im-

mense force of Gen. Full, but, with two excep-

tions, every man was ready at the appointed

stancy ; and it is but justice to this littloband

to add, that their conduct throughout excited

my admiration."
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Slmrtly aftor Inn lin^jciit .\inlit'r-<tl»iii(?, Gen.

Brock Mfts first brought into mtiml coniiniini-

onlion wltli tlic Sh iwiinet- Cliiff, tliu ci'k'-

liMtifl Tucinnscli, and tlif niiinnirol' tlii'ir in

troliiction was so interesting, tlmt ••e (pioti'

tile piissnge IVoni " Sir Isiiac Brock's Life ''
:
—

" The iiltc'iiiiim (if the troops vin* siKMciily rtiU:'-

oil l>y a slrai^'^liiig Hie of iiiu-tkutry, wliiuli, in a

few iiiiiiiite-i,l)eeaiiie;;oiieral, and ap|)uareil to pro-

Cfuii fioin an i.-ilanil In the Detroit river. Colonel

Fillioti,. the saperlntcndeiit of llie Iiidiaiin, ipiickl.v

cxpl diied that the tiring arose from the Indian."

ntt;ielied 10 the Hrltlsh canse, who thns expressed

their joy at liie arrival of ihe reinforeenient ninler

their white father, Miijor General Brock, aware

of the se.iri!iyof the innniiions of war, sent Col.

Klliott to sti.ii this waste of powder, saying :
'' Do,

pray, Klliott, fully explain my wishesand motives,

a;id tell t!ie Indians that I will speak to them to-

morrow on thissiilijeet. His pjqiiest was promptly

ntteadu I to, and Colonel Elliott returned inaliotit

hidf an hour with the Shawanee chief, Teciiinseh,

or Teeuinpthe, alreaily mentioned. Capt. Oleiji;,

the uile-de-eamp, being ores": t, had an opportu-

nity of e o.sely oliservinj; tlie traits of that e.xtra-

ordia.U'v mail, and we are iiulub'edto him for tiie

folidwia'^ gr.iphie p.iriieiiliira :

— 'Teeum.seh's ap-

peaiaieo w;is very pruposses-iiij;, his li;;nre lijjhl

aiil liiiely proportioned; his ai^e I iiiiaj;iiied tolie

about five an 1 thirty ; his iiei;,'lit, five fjet nine or

te.i iiielies; his eoinple.xion, lij^iit copper; coun-

teiiaiice, oval, brij^Iit ha/'e eyes, beamiii!» with

chf^i'rfiiliicss, energy, an 1 decision. Tlirec; siuiill

silver crowns, or coronets, were suspended from

the lower cartilage of his aquiline nose; and a

large silver medallion of (icorge the Third, whinh

I believe his ancestor had received from Lord

Dorchester, when Governor General of Canada,

wa<attiielieil to a mixed coloured wampum string,

and hang round his neck. His dress consisted of

a plain, neat uniform, tniined deer skin jacket,

with long trowsers of the same material, the seams

of lioth being coverutl with neatly cut fringe ; and

he ha I on his feet leather moca.ssins, much oriia-

iiiuiiled with work luado from tUu dyed quills of

the poicupino.'

''The first and Msual salutations of shaking

hamls being over, an allusion was made to the late

firing of musketry, and Tecuinseh atonco approv-

ed of th-j rea.'ion given by Major-General Brock for

its di.seonlinu nice. It being late, the parties soon

separate 1, with an understanding" tlmt u council

woulil bo held the following nioriiiiig. This ac-

corliiigly took place, ami was attendeil by about

a tliousand Indians, whose cquipiueiit generally

might he ('onslilered very iui|.osiiig. The conn-

ril wiH opened 'iv Ociieral Brock, who iiifnnnecl

tlio Imlians th^it li.> was ordered by ilieir (.'rent

lather to come to llici, a.-sistnnce, and, with their

aid, to drivi; the Atnericaii'- from Fort Detroit.

—

His speech whs hi;'lil\ applauded, and Teeniii.ieh

was uiianiinonslv cidled upon to speak in reply.

He eomuiei'^ed with expressions of joy, that their

father It. v oiid the great salt lake (iiieiiiiti;: tho

king of p]rig1aiiil) had at length awoke from his

long sleep, and permitted his warriors to come to

the assistance of his red children, who had never

ccafiud to runiain steady in their (rieitdshi|), and

were now all reaily to shed their last drop of

blood ill their great father's service. After somo

speeches from other chiefs, and replies thereto,

the council liroke n|). General BrocU, having

(piickly discovereil the superior sagacity and intre-

pidity of Tecum.seli, and his influence over the In-

dians, and not deeming it prudent to develop be-

fore so mixed an assemblage the views which

were at th.tt moment uppermost in his thoiights,

and intended to bo carried so quickly into execu-

tion, directed Col. Klliott to inform the Shawaiico

chief that he wislied to see him, aecompiiiiied liy

a few of the oldest chiefs, at Colonel Elliott's quar-

ters. There the (Jeiieral, through the ineirmiii of

interpreters, omniiiiiicateil his views, and ex-

plained the nianneriii which he intended to carry

into execiition his operalions against Fuit Detroit.

T!ie chiefs listened wiih the utmost apparent cnger-

ness, and exi)ressed their uiiunimons assent to

the proposed plan, assuring General Brock that

their co-r)peratioii, as pointed out, might be de-

pended on. On General Brock asking whether

the Shawancc Iniliaii.'; could hein :uced to refrain

from drinking spirits, Tcciimseh assm^'d him that

his warriors might be relied on, adding, that he-

lore leaving their country on the Wabash river,

they had promised him not to' taste that perni-

cious liquor until they had humbled the M>ig

knives,' meaning tho Americans. In rejily to thia

assurance, General Brock briefly said: 'If this

resolution be peiseveied in, you innsl conquer.'"

Previou.s to General Brock's arrival, Gcne-

OiTeiisive anil reiiili- ml Hull had, Oil the 7th
iiiiirv nuiKiHfs ill mice , _,, , ,,

.Htopied hy Gni. Urock. nml 8tb, rocro.sscu the

river will) tho whole of his army, abandoning

at once all his visionary schemes for the con-

quest of tho western distiict of Cnn.ada, if

indeed he cherished the hope of efrecting tiny

niovetnent of imporlajice after t!ie fall of

Michiliinaciiiac.

The day after hi.s arrival, General Brock

' ']
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rcjiolvcrl on, and l)o;;aii to pnpnrc In hi« turn

for, oU'eiisivi; opiinlioDS. Hiitttrics liml nlrciidv

bfiMi iTicU'd under the Hupcrinteiidence ol'

Ca|)t. Dixnii of till' Kiigint'irs, nnd Ciipt. Hiitl

of llie Proviniial Navy, on an elivatcd jmrt nl'

the Imnk of the Dctruit, here about a tnili'

across, and dirwtly ojipD-ile the Aiuericnn

fort (>( that nauK', and Brock re-o'.vcd to strike

a decisive blo.v ere his opponent should be

streiigtiiened by reinforcenieiits.

<ieiieral Brock <K'spatcIied n flag to the

American Coniniander, witli the following

Rinninons, hnvinp previously arranged for the

concentration of all his available force on the

spot :
—

" IIiMil Qiiinters, Saiidwicli, August 15tli, 1812.

"SiK.—TIh! torce at my (lispi>s:d aiilliori/.eanie

to rc((iiire ol' you, the iniineili.itc Hurreiidcr of

Fori I)i!iriiil.— It is farfruiii my iiiclinntiou tojuiu

in a »iir ol exteriiiiiialioii, liut you must be aware
tiuit the nuuierouH body (;f Indian!), wlio have
attaehuil tlieiiisulves to mv troops, will be beyond ,

iny eoiitroi tlie moment the contest connncnces.

You will HikI me dispoj-od to enter into such con-

ditions as will satisly tin; most scrupulous sense

of honor. Lieul. Colonel McDomu'll, and Major
|

(Jlcgi;, are fully authorised to conclude any
i

nrraMfr'-munt that nniy tend to prevent the un-

1

ueeessary cfl'iision of blood. i

" I have the honor tn be,

"Sir, your im)st obdt. Servant,
" (Si^'iied,) Isaac Bhock, Major Gen.

" Ilis Kxcclluncv,
" BriiTitdicr Gen. Hull,

" Counnainling at Fort Detroit."

" To wliich the subjoined answer was returned :

Head Quarters, Detroit, Aug. 15, 1812.

"SiK,— I Inive received your letter of this date.

I have no otlier reply to make, than to inform

you thiit I am prepared to meet any force which
may be at your disposal, and any consequences
which may result fi'om any exertion of it you may
think proper to make.

" I aviill myself of this opportunity to inform

Tou that the flag of truce, under the direction of
Ca(itaiM Brown, proceeded contrary to the orders,

and 'vitliont the knowledge of Col. Cass, who
connnanded the troops which attacked your picket,

near the river Canaid biidge.
" I liiiewise take this occasion to infor"i you

that (lowiu's honsc was set on fire contrary to my
orders, and it did not take place until after the

evacuation of the Fort. From the best information

I have been able to obtain on the subject, it was
Bet on fire by some of the inhabitants on the other

Bide of the river.

"I am, very respectfully,

" Your E.\cellencv'8 most obt. Servant,

"(Signed,/ W. Hum., Brijr. Gen.
" Connng. the N. W. Army.

" Ilis Excy. Major Gen. Brock,
" CoMnn'g. His Biitainiic Majesty's Forces,

"Sandivjch, Upper Cuuudu."

A re(piisilion of this kiinl, nliku M) inipoit-

ant and unexpected, coininjr from an enemy,

too, ho inferior in force, could meet with but

one response, and accordingly, as we bavo

seen, l!ie American (JenernI rtjected the de-

mand, and to (jiod nnd his sword conunitted

the issue. Fortunately, however, the delianco

was addressed to one who did not for a moment

sutler it to abate his diligence or lessen big

hopes, ami the return of his messenger was

but the signal of attack, and a galling fire was

immediately opened on the town and fort of

Detroit.

On the court-martial held on Oencral Hull

for cowardice, the strength of the respectivo

forces was pretty clearly ascertained. In

speaking of (iencral Brock's army, it is stated

—" The force at his disposal did not exceed

seven lumdred combatants, and of this number

four hundred were Canadian militta^dinguUed

in red confn ; with this small corps, preceded

l»y five pieces of light artilleiy, six and threc-

poundcr.s, he began his operations." Respecting

the Americans, the following admissions wero

mode on the same occasion :
—"The strength,

position, and supplies of the American army

have been frequently stated, and even judi-

cially established. The morning reports to

the Adjutant (Jencrnl made its effective force

one thousand and sixty, exclusive of three

hundred Michigan militia, and as many Ohio

volunteers, detached under M'Arthur. Of

this force, four hundred effectives (native and

artillerists of the line) occujiied the fort—

a

work of regidar form and of great .'^oli<lity

;

surrounded by a wide and deep ditch, strongly

frai.sed and palisadocd, and sustained by an

exterior battery of twenty-four pounders.

Three hundred Michigan militia held the town,

which in itself formed a respectable defence

against the troops. Flanking the approach to

the fort, and covered by a high and heavy

picket fence, wevc stationed four hundred Ohio

volunfeer.s, while a mile and a halfon the right,

and advancing rapidly, was M'Arthur's de-

tachment, Of provisions and annnunitiim the

supply was abundant ; in fine, everything was

then sufficient for the trial of strength and

courage which impended."

The following extract from General Rrock's

ofllcial communication to Sir George Prevost

will place all the events of the memorable Hit!

^
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AngMHt cleurly and Hucciiictly bcfuru the

reader :
—

" The force at my disposal being collected

in the courHe of the iruh, in the neighborhood

of Sundwieh, the euibarlxalioii tiioi\ ])lace u

little after day light on the following morning,

and under the aide arrangements of liieul.

Dewar, of the (Quarter- .Master tJcnerars de-

partment, the w hole waH in a Hhort time landed

without the slightest confusion nt Springwell

—a gooll position, three ndles west of Detroit.

The Indian-, whohuil in the menntime cllVcted

their lamlinp two miles below, moved forward

and occupied the woods, about a mile and n

half on our left.

I cros.sed the river, with an intention of

waiting in a strong position the ellect of our

force upoathe enemy's camp, and iu hopes of

compelling him to meet us in the Held ; but

receiving information upon landing, that Col.

M'Arthur, an olllcer of high reputation, had

left the garrison three days before with a de-

tnchment of flvo hundred men, and heating,

soon afierwirds, that his civalry had been

Keen that morning three miles in our rear, I

decided ou an iuuncdiatc attack. Vccordingly,

the troops advanced to within one mile of the

fort, and having a,scertained that the enemy
had taken little or no precaution towards tin-

land side, I resolved on an assault, whilst the

Indians penetrated his camp. Br g.tdier-Ge-

ncral Hull, however, prevented this move-

ment, by proposing a cessation of hostilities,

for the purpose of pr.^nnring terms of capitu

lation. Lieutenont-Colonel John Macdonell

and Captain Glegg were accordingly dejiuted

by mc on this mission, nnd returned within an

hour with the conditions, which I have Ihi'

honor herewith to transmit. Certain consi-

derations afterwards induced mc to agree to

the two supplementary articles.

"The force thus surrendered to his Ma-
jesty's arms cannot be estimated at less than

2oOO men. In this estimate. Col. M'Arthnr's

detachment is included, as he surrendered,

ngneably to the terms of capitulation, in the

course of the evening, with the exception of

two hundred men, whom he Kfl escorting n

valuable convoy at some little distance in his

rear; but there can be no doubt the ofRcer

commanding will consider himself equally

bound by the capitulation,

"The enemy's aggrigite I'oiee au^ dividecl

into two troops of envatry ; one couipiiny of

artillery eiigiuiers; the 4th I'ni'ed Sttileii

regiment; de'arhmcnts of the l^l nnd :!j

United Stales n giments, \o!unte.rs; tl'ico

rigiments of the Ohio Militia; onerigiimnt

of ih(^ Michigin tiriitoiy.

''Thirty pieces of brass and iron ordnanco

have already lieen secured."

Ik-sides the caiinon four hundred rounds of

twtnly-fom' pound shot fixed, one hundred

thousand curtridges, foily burrel.* of poHder,

and two tliousand (ive bundled stand of tirn\s

fell into the haruls of the confjuerors. The

articles of capitulation* will excite in the

. r.i

•Ciunp at Detroit, Aug, 1(\, IRl*:,

Ciipitidatioii foi- tlie r^uireinler ol Foil Di-lroil, en-

tored into hctrtei'ii Miijoi (u'lienil llroeli, com-
liiiuiding lii-i Itiilaiuiie .Miije^tN's I'oree-', on tlie

one part, uml l<ii;;aiiier (ieii. Hull, eoiiiiiiiiii(U

ingllie Moi-tli-\\;-steiii iinii} of tlie UnileilSiatei),

on tlie other pan.

Artieh' !. Koit Detroit, with all tiic lioops, reg-

ulars as well »•> iiiihtia, will l)e iiiiinediatelv ^'ur^l•ll-

iloied to the l!ilti.-li forei's iiiiiler the eoiiiiiiaml of

Mig. (ion. Diock, and «ill lie eonsiilcieil iis|iiirtm»

ers of war, «ith the exeeplioii of siicli ol' the

militia ol the Michigan territory, who liavu not

joined the aiMiiv.

Art. II. All puhlie stores, arms, at d all pnhlio

iloemiieiits, inehnliiig evervtiiiii;; elseota puhlio

nature, svill lie immediately gi.'eii up.

Art. III. PrivMlf persons, and property o) every

description will l>e i-cspe- ted.

Art. IV. His Exeelleney, iJilgailier (icMiTal

Hull, having expressed n desire that a ilelnehinent

tiom the state of Ohio, on its way to join his army,

as well us one si'iit li(mi Fort Ditioii, uiiiler iho

eonimand of t'ol McAitliui', shonM lie iiiehnli-d in

the capitulation, it is aeiordin;;ly a^ieeil to. It

is, however, to lie niiderslooii, that such part of

the Ohio militia as have not joined the army, will

he perniitled to return to their lionns, on enniii-

tion that they will not serve dinieg the war, their

arms will lie delivered, up if belonging to tho

public.

Art. V. The garrison will march out at the hour

of 12 this day, and the British will lake immediate
possession of the fort.

J. M.\t:iioNKi,i.,

Lieut. Col. mill lia, V. A. D. C,
J. 15 Ci.Mi.i.

Maj<ir, A. D. C.

Ja.mks .Mikt II,

Lieut, Col. 5t!i IJ. S. Infantry,

E. Biti:;U.

Col. commanding 1 st regt. of .Michigan Militia,

IW. Hum.,
Approved, .? Hrig. (len. com'g. N. W. Army.

/ Isaac Buouk, Major (leneral.

An article .suppleuioutir.y to the articles of cap*

11
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rcmlof's hrciist some sMi'prise—soiny cuviositv

wll lie ;i\v;ikoncil, to nscurtiiin tlic reasons why
to so siii;ill a lioily of n-gulurs an I a f^-\\

Dis\FrKcrf;D Militia, dln'juUeil in leil-conts,

(Vide Atins'roiig,) sivh nljoet subiiii-sion

shoulil have hiuti iiianifcsted, or why, wilhoijl

one hlow being struck, or one sign (except of

extreme irepiilation) cxhil)ite(l, so powciful a

force,
—

" ill sure anticipation of vietury. await-

ing aiixinusl)' tile fip|)roacIi of the enemy;

cae!i in lividual at his po<t, expcding a ) roud

day foi- Ills country and iiimsell,"*- -sliould sd

tamely coiiHcnt to stack their arms and hoist

a while Hug, in token of submission to an

enemy >o vastly inferior in numbers and only

with di Jieulty re trail led fionj deserting. The

only solu'ion of the que.'-tion is to be found in

the fiil'owiiig piisition :—That it required all

the exaggerated ,-tatements, whicli could be

brimglit to bear on the subject, to induce the

citt7A'ns I'f the United States to enter on the

servire at ail, and that, on finding liow grossly

th y had been deceived with respect to Cana-

dian loyalty, and the number-; floi'king to their

Stand.ird, an(5 tiiat the bayniu't's poii>t, not the

warm liiMsp of fiiendship, wns the leciption

awuili;ig thin, they were dismayed nt the

itn!>itioii, concluded nt Dctioir, tlie !Jtliof Aug.
|

181 '2 :
—

It ii ML'i'ced t!intt,heO!Tiei>r<:iM(l ^-.iMioisof the I

Oliio iiiilitiii iind volmitecrs .^liall be pcfiniiti'd to I

proceel to their rospectivo lioiiii's, on itii;* coiidi-
|

tioii, tiiiit tliey do not serve iluiiiig tlic present

war, iiuleHs tlicy are cxchimged.
w. riiii.t,,

Brig. Gen, comniaiiding U. S N. W. Army.
Isaac B ock,

Miij. Gen.

An iiriielo in addition to the siipploniniitury •rii-

cle ofeiipifnliidoii, concluded at Detroit, the lOtli

of August, 1812:—
It is turtlier agreed that the officers and sioldiers

of the MicliiiTiMi niiliiiii niul volunttsers, under the

coiinn'!;id of Msjor W'etlierall, shall lie p'liced on
the ..(iiin • prineiiileR as the Ohio niiliti.i and voliin-

teei's ;ne placed l»y the sup|)leiueiitary article of

the ItStli iii.4taiit.

W. Her,!,.

Brig. Gtd. commanding X. \V. Army U. 8.

Isaac !Sito('K,

Mmj Gen.

RiMurn of the Ordiniice tii1<i>M in the fort and
batti'iic-. lit Detroit, Auirust 10th, 18.")'.?,

Iron Orilnimee—nine 21 poiiiidertJ, eight 1
'

pou'idcis, five It pounders. Ih'asn (Irdiiiniee—
three i5 poiiinlers, two I poiinders, one S pounder
one 8 iiieli linwit/c, one ".J inch ditto.

• Vide Armstrong, page 27.

bold fioiit, nnil energetic meastires of tlio

Bri ish commander.

Another solution is, that Oen. Hull lacked

eontuK-nce in his troops— he knew what fight-

ing was, they did not. National vanity has cn-

d( avored to find a salve for the disgrace, in

aspersionson General Hull. Iinbecililj', trencli-

cry, an(i cowardice,* were thcch.arges brought

• We felt it due to truth—to GoviTnment—to

General Hull, and to all person.-* directly or indi-

reeily eoMcerneil with the facts or ciicuuistarcea

leading to the slianieful etipitulatic a ol Detroit, to

suspend our opiniiui until ii sulRci.ncy of light

was iifforded to clias(! away the doubts mi<l sha-

dows tiiiil res'ed on the strange trimsaetiou. But
diuiht. hiis resolved itself into certainty—we no
lunger liesitiite to join in opinion with the wlinlo

people of the west, " of every sect or persuusi<Mi,

leligio"-! or politieiil," that the army at Detroit

w;)- 'leronsly suirendereil ; and that Geneial

Br 1 !' i .-itcad of General Hull ought tohiivebeea

th |.. ..-oner. This idea is powerfully enforced l)y

many private letters from gentlemen of the tirtit

respeelability in theSrateofOhio, who had oppor-

tunity io know the verity and strenirlh of the

opinion advanced ; but the detail liy (.'olonel Cass

is conelu-iive— it is, liesides, supported by a ho.-it

of t<'-linionv in all t'le <u'>stantial facts it exposes.
— Ni/fs lirf/iulf,-, ~' Ut'imnre.

I'Jj:trni'tx frmn Paf. f'tixn'' Lmfrr. u'lth rffrrnici' to

the mime nuhjivl, to the Srcreturi/ nt ll'ir ;

I,"tierof Colon(d (]ass, of the Army late under the

Command of ISrigadier (ieueral William Hull,

to ihu Si'cretary ot War.

\VASiii.\(HiiN,Sjpteml)er lOlh, 1812.

" When the forces l.aided in C.inaiia, ihuy l.nulej

with :m ardent /eid and sliinnlat(>d with tin- hope
ol conipiest. No enemy appeared within view of

us, and had an immediate and vi<>()roiis nitaek

been made upon Mahien, it would doiiblli'ss have
fillen an easy v'ciory, I knew Gem lal Hull af-

terwards deelan^d he regreltetl his attack had not

b.?en made, and he had every reason to believe

.-u'.'eess won'd have erowiu'd bis eflori.-. The rea-

son given fordelaylii;j ouroperations wasto iiKMint

our heavy tani'ou, and allbr(l to the Cimxlian
militia time and opportunity to quit ni; obnoxiouj)

service. In the course of two wtcks, the mmilier

of their militia who were .'inbodied had decrea.sed

l>y deseri'O'i from one ihonsniid to six Imndred
iHen : and, in the course of three weehs, iliu can-

non were mounted, the .iniinnnition (ixeil, and
every prepaialion made for an innnediate invest-

ment of the fort. At a council, at which were
present all the field oflieers, and whi.di was held

two day-" before our prepiralions wire completed,

it wii-i muinimou-'ly inxrced to make an immediaio
ttteuipt to accompli-h tli.'^ object of the expedi-
lion. If by wiiitinu two days we emild have the

civiee (d' our arlillerv, it was agreed In unit; it

Hit, it w.e. leteriniiied to go without it and att(!mpt

he (diiei! by storm. This opinimi a|ipeared to cor-

espmid uiili the \iews of the general, and the

lay was appointed for coiniiieucing uiir miircli.

i
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He declared to nie that he considered himself
j

pledged to lead the army to Maiden. The am-

1

iliuiiilion was placed in the waggons, the cannon
,

were embarked on board the floating liatterics,
'

and every requisite was piepared. The spirit
\

niul zeal, the ardor atid animuiioii displayiHl by
j

the officers and men on learning the near neeoni-

1

plihinent of their wijihes, was a sure and saered
|

pledge, that in the hour of tiial they would not be '

wanting in duty to their country and themselves.

The plan of attacking Maiden was abandoned,

and instetd of acting ollensividy, wc broke up our

camp, evacuated Canada, and re-c.ossed the

river in tlie idght, without even the shadow ol

an enemy to injure us. We left to the tender

mercy of the enemy the m'serable Canadians wIki

had joined us, and the protrdhm we ailbrdcd

them was but a passport to vungeance. This

fatal and miatcountablustep d spirited the troops,
j

aud destroyed the little. coiiHdetiee whitli a series

of timid, irresolute, and indecisive measures had

left in the commanding otiicer.

"On till- loth, the British took a positiofi oppo-

Bite to Detroit, and began to throw up works.

During that anil the two following days, they pur-

8ued their object without interriiptiiiii and esin-

blished a battery for .wo eighti-eii pounders and

an eight inch liiiwitzer. Aboutsuuscton the 14tli,

a detachment ot iiOO men from the regimi'ni.-i

commanded t)y Colonel M'A'-thiir and myself was

ordered to march to the river llaisin, to escort the

provisions, which had some time remained there

protected by a company under the coiiimuiul oi

Captain Brush.

"On Saturday, the 1.5th, al)OUt one o'clock, a

flugoftru(;e arrived from Sandwich, bearing n

summons from (ienieral Brock, for ilie surrendei

of the town and fort of Detroit, stating he eoiil>i

no longer restrain the fury of the savages. To
this a .iimnediate and spirited refusal was returned.

About four o'clock their batteries began to play

upon the town. The tire was returned and ron-

tiiiued without iiitcrniption and with little ejl'i^ct

till dark. Their ahella were thrown till elevun

o'clock.

" I have been informed by Colonel Findlay,

who saw the return of the Quarter-Master-deneral

the day after the surrender, that their whole firce,

ot every deser ption, white, red, luid Idaek, wiis

one thousand and thirty. They hud tweniy-uine

platoons, twelve in a plato(m, ot men dre.ssed in

uniform. Many of these were evidently Canadian
roilitis. The rest of their militia increased their

white force to aliout seven hundred men. Tiie

number of the Indians could not be ascertained

with any degree of precisimi—not many were
visible. And in the event of an attack upon the
town and fort, it was a species of force which
couli have afforded no mate'-ial udvantugc to the

enemy.
" In endAaToring to appreciate the motives and

to inTestigate the causes which led to an event
ta unexpected aud dishonorable, it is impossible

to find any solution in the relative strength of the
eonteiidiiig parties, or in the measures of resist-

•nce ia our powen That we were far superior tj

the enemy, that upon any ordinary principle of
ealcnlation «e woiilil have di-foati-Ml them— the
iMiiinded and indignant feelings of cviiy man
there will testify.

" A few days before the surrender, I wns in-

forini'd by (ieii. Hull, we had four hiiniiied rounds
of twenty-four pound shot li.xeil, ami about one
hundred thousand eartiiil^es iinide. NVeMiiien-
dered with the f.at forty barrels of puiMUr and
two thousand five hundred stand of arms.

"The state of our provisions has not been ge-
nerally understood. On the day of the ^uiiei.d'jr

we hud fifteen days' provisions of every kind on
hand. t)f ine.it there was jilenty in the eiiuniiy,

and arrangements had been made for puiciuising

and griiniing the flour. It was caleiilaied we
could readily procure three monilis' provisions,

independent of one hundred and filly bun els of
flour, and one tlioiisaiid three hundred head of
cattle which Imd been forwanled fioiii the stato

of Ohio, wliich remained at the river Kaisiii niuler

Captain Brush, within reach of the army,
" But had we been totally destitute of provi-

sions, our duty and our interest, iinduubtedl,\, wan
to fight. The enemy invited us to meet Inin in

the field. By defoating him the whole coniilry

would have been open to us, and tlur object ( our
expedition gloriously and successfully obtained.

If we had been defeated, we had nolhiiig io do
but to retreat to the fort, and make the Ixst de-

fence wtiicli circumstances and our situation ren-

dered practicable. Itui. basely to surrender with-

out firing a gun—tamely to submit without liiising

a bayonet—disgraeefidly to pass in review lielore

an enemy as inferior in the quality ar in the iiiini-

ber of his forces, werecircmiislaiices which e.\cit-

ed feelings more easily felt than descrilied. To
see the whole of our met: flushed with ilie hopo
of victory, eagerly awaiting the a|>proachiiig eon-
test, to see them afterwards dispirited, hopeless,

and desponding, at least five huiKJied sliedding

tears because they were not. allowed to meet tlieir

country's foe, and to fight their country's battles,

excited sensations which ito AmericHii lia.s ever
leiiu'c had cause to feel, and whicli, I trust in
(I'ld, will never agitin be felt, wide one man re-

mains to defend the st4iiidHrd of the Union.
" I was informed by (ieiieral liuil, the morning

after the capitulation, tlnil thf British hirces eon-
sisted of one thousand eight hundred "eg'il.irs,

and that he surreinlered to prevent the edU'<ion

of human blood. That he magnified their regular

tiirce neurly five-fold, there can be no doiitit.

Whethertlie philanthropic rea.sou assigned Ity hiin

is asuflicieiit juHtifieatioti for surrendering a tiirtl*

ficd town, uii ariiiy and n terriLory, is tor the
ttovertiment to determine. Confident I am, that

had tlic courage and conduct of the general lieen

equal io the spirit and zeal of thu irixtp.s the
event would have been as brilliant and suuceaiiful

us it now ia di.saatroiw and diithonorable.
" Very respectfully, sir, I have the honor to be,

your most obedient 'servant, LcwtH C.\ss,

"Col. 3rd Uegt. Ohio Volunteers
" The Hon. Wm. Eustis,

" SecreUry of W«r."

-.
;|'
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Hull, and proihiccd in a great measure the

surrender of Detroit, as in another part of hi.s

official despatch he thus cxprcsnes hini-

gclf :
—" It was impossible, in the natiiro of

things, that an army could have been furnished

with the necessary supplies of provisions,

military stores, clothing, and comfort for the

sick, on pack-horses through a wilderness of

two hundred miles, filled with hostile savages
"

The General's fears for the safety of his troops

certainly here got the better of his judgment,

as he goes on. " It was impossible, Sir, that

this little army, worn down by fatigue and

sicknuS'S, by wounds and deaths, could have

supported itself against not only the collected

force of all the Northern Nations of Indians,

but against (save the mark !) the i;nitkd fduci:

of Upper Canada, whose populatitm consists

of more than twenty times the number con-

tained in the territory of Michigan, (as if the

General had depended for his defence on the

Michigan Militia) aided by the principal part

of the regular forces of the Province."

Our readers are in a position to judge of

the truth of this part of the statement. 'J he

General by way of climax arrays also against

him and his devoted army " the whole in-

fluence of the north-west and other trading

establishments among the Indians, which have

in their employment and under their control

MOKE THAN TWO THOUSAND WHITR MEN. We
will close this portion of our subject with an

extract from one of General IJiock's letters to

his brothers, which shows "ctty clearly the

real secret of his success :— " Some say nothing

could be more desperate than the measure

;

but I answer that the state of the Province

ftdmitted of nothing but desperate remedie;-:.

—I got possession of the letters my antago-

nist addressed to the Secretary at War, and

also of the skntiments which iiuxdkeds of his

AUMV uttered to their friends,—evident des-

pondency prevailed tiiiioucjiiout. T crossed

the river contrary to the opinion of Colonel

Proctor ; it is, therefore, no wonder that envy

should attribute to good fortune what, injus-

tice to my own discernment, I must say pro-

ceeded fi om a cool calculation of the pours ct

eontrea."

The first and greatest effect was at once tf

release Canadians of al

f.ur^ of inva«i m, and to

riT'Ct proilnocil <iii

CniiiKljiiiH I)) ilii'^r uii.

Iiiipi'il f,pr nuic'i-HScn.

suggest to them that the frontiers of Ohio,

Pennsylvania, and Kentucky were now open

to a retaliatory invasion, eitlier by themselvea

or their Indian allies. 'Ihey were now taught

how a conjunction of incidents, under Provid-

ence, had occurred, which shortsighted inaa

could not provide for or foresee. 'I'ht boasted

prospects of acquiiing Canada, at least as far

as the Niagara, had been frustrated and over-

turned, and the whole Union as much aston-

ished at the failure of their long-cherished

plans, as if the mighty Niagara had changed

its current and been thrown from Lake On-

tario to Eric upwards, by earthquakes or other

convulsive phenomena. Such was the revul-

sion from ovcrwcenin.; confidence to utter

amazement. The effect, indeed, produced

throughout the Canadas by the fall of Detioit

WPS as electrical as it was unexpected. It was

tiic first enterprise \n which the militia had

been engaged, and its complete success not

oidy imparted confidence to that bol_\, but it

inspired the timid, fixed tlie waverers, and

awed the few disaflected who might have been

inhabitants of the Province. This victory, too,

at the very commencement of the campaign,

produced the most bencficid results in at-

taching yet more strongly to the British cause,

thelndiansofthewcst—many ofwhom, had re-

verses overtaken the British arms, would havo

seceded from a cause which they conceived

us too helpless to defmd, or joined the Ame-
rican standard. The tribes, also, und numerous

they were, who were undecided which party

to join, would have thrown their induenco

and numbers into the opposite scale.

Fortunate, indeed, was it for Canada, that

to a General of such energy and decision as

Brock, had been entrusted the defence of the

Province, and by the capture of Detroit ho

may fairly and flcsorvedly be called the saviour

of Canada. Had this decisive blow not been

struck, both the Canadas nuist have passed

under the yoke of the United States, and cut

off, as they were, during six months of tho

year by ice, from all European assistance, they

wmdd, in all probability, have become inttgral

portions of that coimtry. To General Brock

it may be ascribed that Canada was not only

not conquered, but not even injured, and that

a delay of nearly a year was, at least, ensured

ere another invading force could be oigani.scd

from the same qnarter. The effect prodiiccd

-I
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in the lower Province", nlso,\vns not less inai kcd,

and the arriviil ?.t Montiual of GcnL-rul Hull

and the regulars of the Anieriuan iih"'-'"''

army, as prisoner? of war, did not fail to pro-

duce a marked and beneficial result. Wc
subjoin a short account of the evint :

—

" 'J;:ntkf.al, Sooteniber 12.

''LastSundny evening tiie iiilmbititnts of this

city were (jratified with an CNhibilion equally novel

and interesting.

•' That Gen. Hull alionld have entered into our

city 80 sootf, at the hend of his troops, rather ex-

ceeded our expcctatiotis. We were, however,

very happy to see him, and received him with ail

the honors due to his high rank and importance

as a public character. The following particulars*,

relative to hiajomncy and reception at Montreal,

uuiy not be uninteresting to our readers :

—

•' It appears that General II nil and suite, accom-

panied by about 25 officers and 350 soldiers, left

Kingston, under an escort tf 130 men, comman-

ded t)y .Major IIeatheote,of the Newfoundland regi-

ment. At Cornwall, the escort was met by Capt.

Gray, of the Quartermaster-Generars department,

who took charge of the prisoners of war, and from

thence proceeded with them lo La Chine, where

they arrived about two o'clock on Sunday af\er-

noon. At La Chine, Oaptahis Richardson and

Ogilv>o, with their conipu:>ies of Montitial militia,

and a company of the King's I'i'om Low er Chine,

commanded by Captain Blackmorc, formed the es-

cort till they were met by Colonel Auldjo, with

the remainder of the flank companies of tlie mili-

iia, upon which Captain Blackmore's company fell

out and presented ainti as the General and line

p i.!sed, and then returned to La Chine, leaving

111 J prisoners of war to be guarded by I he niiliiia

id.nie. The line of march then proceeded to tho

tiiwn in the following order, viz:

" 1. Hand of the K:'\"''i regiment.

" 2. The first division ol theescoit.

"3. (Jeneral Hull in a carriage, accompanied

by Captain C my. Captain Htdl and Major Slick-

leton follow'.'d in ..., second, and some wounded

ofHcers occ.ipicd four others.

" 4. The. American oTicers.

"5. The non-comn.issioned ofBccrs and sol-

diers.

" 6. The second division of the escort.

" It unfortunately proved rather late in the even-

ing for the viist concourse of spectators assenibled

to experience the gratification the\' so anxitusly

looked for. Tins inconvenience wasi, however, in

a great measure remedied by the illundnations of

the streets through which the lineof march passed.

When they arrived at the General's house, the

General was conducted in, and presented to hh
Excellency Sir George Pievost, and was received

with the greatest politeness, and invited to take

I up his lesidenee there during his stay at Mon-

treal. Tlie General appears to be about sixty

years of age, and is a good looking man, and wc

are ii,formed by his triends that he is a

man of general information. lie is communica-

tive, and seems to bear his misfortunes with a

degree of philosophical resignation that but few

men in similar circuiMStances are gifted witli. Ou

Thursday last General Hull, with eight American

officers, left this city for the United States, ou

their parole."

,; I



HISTORY OF THE WAR OB^ 1812, 68

lO, Icuviiig

iliu iiiilitia

dud to Ihc
J

CHAPTER V.

•companicd

rliijor Slick-

ic Mounded

rs and sol-

ort.

in tliceven-

s nsKt'Dililcd

FO anxii'uply

however, in

niitiations of

i.ircli passed.

3 lioiise, the

ientcd to his

was received

vited to take

stay at Mon-

abnut sixty

roan, and wc

t he ia a

: coniinunica-

tunes with a

tlmt but few

ted witii. On

;ht American

ed States, on

CONTENTS.

Niiviil encounters at sea—General remarks on.

—

First ())ij»'Ct9 of the War ; cimao ol IJuIviilera
;

c:-c;ipo of Englisli honioward-bound lli-ct of

^Ve»t lMilian\i;a.—Manning of American tiect,

as coMipareil with tliat oftlio Uritisli.—Captain

I'Drtor's inhiiniaa troatnicnt of an Enylisii

sailor.—First conscciuenecs of tlie meeting of

UMe(iii.il forces ; los.s of t!ie Guerriero ; Frolic

and Wasp; Macedonian and United States;

Java atul Constitution, December 29tli.— Elfi.'ct

of these successes on the American people.

—

Mjisures adopted by the British Government.

—American list of captures maile.—American

President's Message, November 4.

The failure of all the niililary movements

Naval rncouairrs at undertaken, SO f..r, by tlic

scasfuerahviaaik^uii. Americans was, in some

degree, balanced by the unexpected succcs,'^

which attended their operations on an element

which had long been the scene of triumph to

their opponents—wo may advisedly use the

exjiressioii ' scene,' as the sea had hitherto been

the st;\gc on which the triumphs of Hrilish

prowess had been most brilliantly represented.

In entering, however, on a contest with Ame-
rican sailors, bone of their bone and sinew of

their rinew, the British Government appear

to have lo.st sight of the Kict, that the strength

of the United States navy consisted of a few

frigates;, of scantling and armament correspon-

ding to their own seventy four,><, and that, by

their own well understood regulations, every

single-decked vessel was bound to engage any

f-inglc decked vessel of the enemy, nominally

of her own class, however superior, in reality,

ill tonnage, guns and crow;—another impor-

tant fact also, must not be lost sight of, that

the American vessels were manned by sailor.'s,

many of whom, unfortunately, were British,

while many more had been trained in the

British service. For many years previous to
|

5

the declaration of war, America had been

decoying men from British vessels by every

artful scheme, so that tlie captains of American

vessels had to pick their complement not only

from amongst men of their own nation, but

'lom a numerous body also of foreign sea-

men. The constitution ilso of the body of

American marines was wholly difFerent from

the British.

In the United States every man may learn to

shoot, every man may be a marksman. To

collect these expert marksmen ofKcers were

scut into the western parts of the Union, and

to completa still farther their efficiency, a

marine barrack was established near Washing-

ton, froni which depot the American ships

were regularly supplied. There was another

point in which the British were found, as com-

pared with their opponents, very deficient

—

gunnery,—nor was this entirely the fault of

the commanders of II. M. e'i'os, as the Admi-

ralty instructions, which '^lo- were bound to

obey, restiicted tliem, uiu. g the first six

months after the ship receised her armament,

from expending more shots per month* than

amounted to one-third in number ofher upper-

deck guns, and after these si.x months had

expired, they were to use only half the quan-

tity. Tlie disastrous consequences of this dis-

couragement of the expcnditi. ) of powder and

.shot will be apparent, as wc shall have to bring

forward in quick succession, instances that will

show how much the British navy suft'cred by

inattention to this most essential point in wiir,

the proper han-lling of the weapons by which

it was to bo. waged.

^V"e have boldly made the assertion that

the American frigates were of tlie scantling of

seventy-fours, and a few explanatory remark*

will show the correctness of the statement.

* Vide James' Naval Ilistory, part 8.

1
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In 1704, an Eii<tlish sliipnrijilit,* Mr. Josluii,
[

Eiirlyinion) that carried long twenty foiir-

Iltimphrcys, roidciit at Pliilnilclphia. pave in

estimates of the cos', ofbuilding three seventy

four gun ships, to measure sixteen hundred

and twenty tons, American measurement,

about seventeen hundred and fifty English.

Before, however, the keels of these vessels had

been much more than laid, Mr. Jay's treaty

restored the amicable relations between En-

gland and America, and it was resolved to

convert the

into frigates. This was done by contracting
|

the breadth about three feet and a half, and
"'"«""""""«"

not connecting the quarter-deck and forecastle,

so as to give in reality only one continuous

tier of guns,— (luis were these sever' y-fours

converted into enormous sixty-twogun frigates.

A frigate, the Constellation, begun at the same

time, and originallj- intended to class as a for-

ty-four, was in a nimihn- manner reduced to

the rate of a thirty-six. Tt appears from the

estimates rendered to Congress that the ori-

ginal intention had been to construct two

forty-fours and a thirty-six ; but, by the

new arrangement it was conPlontly expected

that the sphere of utility of these vessels would

be widely extended " It was expected (vide

estimates) from this alteration, that they would

possess in an eminent degree, the advantages

of sailing, that separately they would be supe-

rior to any single European frigate of the same

rate and of the usual dimensions; that if

assailed by superior force, they would be

always able to lead a-head ; that they could

never be obliged to go into action but on their

own terms, except in a calm ; and that in

heavy weather they would be capable of en-

gaging double-decked ships." These were

the principal advantages contemplated in thus

rating vessels; of this heavy scantling as forty-

four gun frigates. Having thus shown that in

designating these "line of battle ships in di.-

gujse" by their true titles we have not greatly

erred, we shall add a few remarks on the Con-

stellation, nominally a thirty-six gun frigate.

•' Even here (says James) was a frigate more

than equal to any French or English frigate of

the largest class, carrying long eighteen-poun-

dcrs, and, be it remembered, in the year 1811,

France did not own any, and England only

three frigates (Comwallis, Indefatigable, and

• Vide James, part 8, page 2.

pounders." The Constellation was a sister

frigate to the Chesapeake and "had ports for

moimtin;^ on her two broadsides (vide James)

fifty-four gims." Had the Americans, pr.-;-

scsscd no stronger frigates than the heaviest

of these,Europeans woidd n(jt liave been so sur-

feited witli tales of American naval prowess.

An object of paramount importance to the

FirM oiijrrr. of it,e
Americans was, the cap-

e vessels, begun as sevcntv-fotn-s, ^\«f<lin*tM.fiiHvi(it-r!i („rc of the
' '^ •

. j

— Ksf.ip,. ,.f Kiiplish

cs. This was done by contractmg I
iii'iiirvvn,,! lionmi 'flt-ui bound West

lionieward

India fleet,

supposed to be on the

coast, and known to be under the convoy of

but one thirty-six gun frigate, and a sloop of

war. This fleet liad left Jamaica on the 20th

Ma)', and had passed Havanna on the 4th

June, at ::!, a. m. : on the 23rd (fire dnijs after

the dcdarutiiyn of unr) the American Com-

modore spoke a brig, and ascertained that,

four days previous, in lat. 80° long. f>7'',

the Jamaica fleet had beer seen, steering to

the eastward. In that direction he immediately

proceeded, and, at 6, a. m , that day made out

a large sail to the northward and eastward,

standing directly towards them. This was the

British thii ty-six gun frigate, Belvidera, C.'.pt.

Byron, then on the look-out to intercept a

French privateer schooner, hourly expected

from New London. Capt. Byron having a few

days before, spoken a New York pilot boat,

and ascertained what was likely to happen,

finding his private signals unanswered, and

coupling this circumstance with the efforts

of the Americans to close, was no longer

in doubt as to the hostile intentions of

the approaching squadron, and immediately

tacked and made all sail, hoisting his colors.

The American sqtindron did the same, the two

commanders displaying their brofd pcnn.'ints;

and, by signal, the fiigates and the sloops

hauled to the wind in cha.«c. For twelve houis

the chase was continued, during which time

the Belvidera kept up a steady .stern fire,

firing upwards of three linndred round shot

from hiT two cabin eighteen pounilers.

Commodore Rodgcrs, in the President, the

leading frigate of the squadron, finding himself

by this time three miles astern, shortened sail.

The Belvidera suffered only from the fire of

the President, (as the shot of the Congress, th«

only other vessel that got up, all fell short,) and

( her loss amounted to two killed, and twcnt/
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, and twenty

two wounded, the greater part slightly. Ac-

cording to the American ofllciul accoimt, the

Presiilent lost altogether, two midshipmen and

one marine killed, the conunodore, one lieu-

tenant, one lieutenant of marines, three mid-

shipmen, and twelve seamen woimded. This

alone was a high price to pay for the day's

amusement, but this was not all, as the home-

ward bound fleet, through Capt. Byron's judg-

ment in leading the American squadron, so

long a dance, arrived safely on the 23 rd

August, in the Downs, Com Rodgers only

falling in with a fleet, not of ships, but, ofcocoa

nuts, orange peel, &c. To complete his mis-

fortunes, the scurvy broke out among the

men, and thus conferred an additional value

on tho oranges and lemons that were known

to be in such profusioii in the much coveted

vessels.

It had been intended that the frigate Essex

MaimiiioiofAiniriraii should have formed i)art

thaiofiheUriii.^h. of Commodorc Rodgcrs

squadron, but she could not be got ready in

time; the complement of this vessel, as

acknowledged by Capt. Porter, was three

hundred and twenty-eight men. Another con-

fession was also made by Capt. Porter, (one

for which uis government did not thank him),

that, out of his three hundred and twenty-

eight men, there were but eleven landsmen.

To those cognizant of the material from which

the complement of a British .ship is made up,

this admission must appear most extraordinary,

and establishes the very important fact that,

no pains were spared by the Americans to

send their vessels to sea equipped and manned

in the most complete way. We will now show

the importance that was attached to the re-

tention of British seamen on board the American

ships ofwar, and thisshould be held in rcmem-

brnncc by all who desire to judge fairly of

those encounters between British and American

ships, of which we are now about to begin the

account.

Captain Porter's in-

I
huiniiii IreatineiU uf ail

I

EiiKlish sailor.

We give, on the authority of Mr. James,

the following statement

which show.s, if true,

and we would hardly

uppose that Mr. James would lightly ad-

iTance so grave a charge ; tho barbarous

leans to which an American officer could

sort, to punish • native of England for

refusing to become a traitor to his country :

—

" A New Yo(k newspaper, of June 27th, 1813,

contains the following as the substance of tho

formal deposition of the victim of Capt. Por-

ter's unmanly treatment. The deposition

states, that Jolui Ei ving was born in Newc .tle-

upon-Tyne, Eng'and ; that he has osidcd

within the United States, but has never been

naturalized; that, on the 11th October, 1811,

he entered on board the Essex, and joined her

at Norfolk ; that Captain Porter, on tho 25111

June, 1812, caused all hands to be piped on

deck, to tike the oath of allegiance to tho

United States, and gave them to understand,

that any man who did not choose to do so

should be discharged ; that, when deponent

heard his name called, he told the Captain

that, being a British subject, he must refiiso

taking the oath; on which the captain spoko

to the petty officers, and told them they must

l)ass sentence upon him ; that they then put

iiim into the launch which lay alongsi Ic tho

fiigatc, and there poured a bucket of tar over

him, and then laid on a quantity of feathers

having first stri[i|)ed him naked frotn tho

waist ; that they then rowed him ashore,

stern foremost, an<l landed him ; that he wan-

dered about, from street to street, in this con-

dition, until a Mr. Ford took him into his shop,

to save him from the crowd then begiiming

to gather; thit he staid there until the police

magistrate took him away, and put him into

the city prison for protection, where he was

cleansed and clothed. None of the citizens

molested him or insulted him." He says ho

gave as an a<lditional reason to the Captain

why he did not choose to fight against his

country, that, if he should be taken prisoner,

he would certainly be hung. This, as we re-

marked above, if true, is a significant fact,

and shows the importance attached to the re-

tention of a good seaman. So much has been

already written on the way in which British

vessels are manned, that it is almost unneces-

sary to remark, that there was no great cause

for wonder that, seduced by promises of high

pay, good seamen should enter the American

service, and fight desperately; especially

with a noose dangling from the foreyard arm
ever before their eye when in sight of a British

man-of-war.

The first fatal consequence of the disregard

4
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Fii>tc,.iiM(iii.iic.s,,f of the (lillillTlCC of si/c

11.0 iM.fi.im <" i;"''i';;'l nnd ninwiinfnt of Auic-

triitif. rii-an vessels, and of un-

dervaluing their opponents' sdength, was ex-

peiiineeil hy the fiigate tjniriiere, com-

manded liy Captain Daeies, whidi, on August

lyth, lat. 40" "JiV N. and long. 5o" W , was

br(iUL;ht to action by the American fiigate

Constitution, Captain Hull.

The respective force i.s thus olllcially stated,

—(Juerrierc forty-eight gnus, throwing one

thousand and thiityluur pounds of shot:

crew, two hundred and lor' (our: t • one

thousand and ninety-two;

—

(. tit i ;ifty-
,'

six guns, throwing lilleen hui -i .••<•,. i '''rty-

six pounds of shot: crew, lou: ' " ' ' -uid

sixty: tons, lifteen hundred and u,iity-ci{^:';'

Even this statement will fail to convey iiu

ftdequute ideii of the real inequality that

existed between the vessels, as it should be

also borne in mind that the (.iuerrierc was on

bcr retui'u from a long cruise w ith foremast

and bowsprit sprung, and in absolute need ol'

the relit for which she was then hastening to

Halifax*

The Constitution was seventeen days from

port, and in all respacts as well prepared for

an engagement as the greatest care could

make her. At half-{)ast four the frigates came

to close quarters, and by half-past six the

unequal contest was ended by Capt. Dacrcs

lowering Ids Hag, the Gueri'iero being, by

this time, an umnanageable wreck, rolling her

main deck guns under, with her three masts

gone by the board.

No imputation can be attached to Capt.

Dacres on this occasion, he fought and handled

his ship wel!, and he with his crew yielded

only to the irresistible superiority of physical

* "TheGucrnere had nearly expended, not only

her water and provisions, but her boatswain's and
carpenter's stores ; her gunner's stores were

also deficient; what remained of her powder,

from damp and long keeping, was greatly reduced

in strengtli ; her bowsprit was badly sprung,

her mainmast, from having been struck by light-

ning, in a tottering state, and her hull, from age

and length of service, scarcely seaworthy. No one

hen will deny that this rencontre was rather unfortu-

iiaie ; in fact, such was the state of general decay

in which the Guerriere,at this time, was, that, bad

the frigate gone into Portsmouth oi' Plymouth,

ehe would, in all probability, have been disarmed

and broken up."

strength. So heavy indeed had been the (Ire*

that after n moving the ollicers and crew it

* SiK,— I inn forry to inform you of tlie <'iiptiiro

of His .Miijf.^ly's late ship (bicrriire. Iiy tli<; Amer-
ican li igale Constilutlun, after a severe aeliun on
the null Aiit;iist, in lat. lUdcg. 20 minutes X. and
long. 6;'! dig. \\. At 2 P. .M. Ijcing l>y the v.ied

on llie stai-iioard tack, we saw a bail on our weath-
er beam, bearing down on us. At U, made her

out to lie a man-ot-war, beat to (piarter'.; and pre-

pared I'nr action. At -1, sho closing fni't, wore to

prevent heriidiing u.s. At tea miiintct' past 4,

lioi»ted our color.s and lired seveial sliot i.t her:
at twenty unnutes past 4, she hoi.sled her colors

anil returned oar fire, wore several times toavoid
iieing raUed, exclnni|.;ing broadsides. At .">, she
closed (/n our startiouid beam, both keeping up a
heavy file and steering free, liis intention lieiiig

evidently to cioss our liow. At 20 ndnutes past

5, ourniizen-nnist went over the star-lioard (lum--

ter, and brought the ship up in the wind; the

L leniy then placed himself on our larl)Oard how,
raking us, a tew only of our liowguiis bearing, and
his giape and riflemen sweeping our deck. At
forty minutes jiast 5, the ship not answeiing her
helm, he attempted to lay us on board ; at this

time Jlr. (liant, who connnanded the foreciistle,

was carried below li.ully wounded. I inunedialely

ordered the nuu'ine.-i and boarders from the main
deck ; the master was at this time shot through
the knee, and I received a severe wound in the

back. Lieut. King was leading the boarders, when
the ship conung too, we t)rought some of our bovr

guns to bear on her, and had got clear of our op-

ponent, when at twenty ininutes j.ast 0, our fore

and nnuimiast went over the side, leaving the ship

a perfect unniamigeable wreck, The frigate shoot-

ing ahead I was in hopes to clear the wreck, and
get the ship under connnand to renew the action,

but just as we had cleared the wreck, our sjjrit sail

yard went, and the enemy liaving rove new bra-

ces, &c., wore round wiihin pistol shot, to rake us,

the ship lying in the trough of the sea, and rolling

her main deck guns under water, and all attempts

to get her before the wind being fruitless, when
calling my few remaining officers together, they
were all of opinion that any further resistance

would only be u needless waste of lives, I ordered,

though reluctantly, the colors to be struck.

The loss of the ship is to be ascribed to the early

fall of her main-mast, which enabled our opponent
to choose his position. I am sorry to say, we suf-

fered considerably in killed and wounded, and
mostly while she lay on our bow, from her grape

and musquetry ; in all, fifteen killed and sixty-

three wounded, many of them severely ; none of

the wiiunded ollicers quitted the deck until the

filing ceased.

The frigate proved to be the United States' ship

Constitution, of thirty 24-pounder3 on her main
deck and twenty-four 32-pounders, and two IS's

on her upper deck, and 476 men: her loss in com-
parison with ours is trifling, about twenty : the

first lieutenant of marines and eight killed ; the

first lieutenant and master of the ship, and eleven

men wounded ; her lower masts badly wounded,
and stern niucli shattered, and very much cut up
about the rigging,
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was found l)y tho ciijilois impossihle to keep

tliis, tlieir (irst iwiviil troiiliy, iilloiit, nnd Uie

CliR'riiure wan aceordinKly set on lire anil

'l)lo\vn nn. Tliis must liuvc been the more

niortilyuij;, as this sliip had heen niudo jiar-

ticularly obnoxious to tho Americans, although

the causes of riunrrcl arose before ('apt. Hacres

joined and while Capt. Pochell commanded

lier, still it was the same ship, and most ac-

cc))table would her acquisition as a trophy

have been. It is not unworthy of remark,

that on board of the (Juerriere, at the time (.f

this engagement, there were ten American

seamen who had for a number of years b(!-

longed to her; but as the declaration of war

by the United States w.is not known at the

The (liUMTiere wai so cut up, tli;it all attempt:*

to pet lior ill woulil Ikivu been uscles.-i. An soon

as tl\e \voii:i(leil wei'O got oiil of her, tlicy set her

on fire; ami I feel it lav duty to .«tiite, tlmt the

conduct of C;tptain Hull and his ollieers to our

men, 1i:h been tliut of a brave enemy, tin; preiitest

care Ix'in;; t-.ilien to prevent our men iosiii;; the

piu.illi'st ti'illi', and the iri'e.ite-it attiMition beinjr

piiiil to the wounded, wlio, tlirouj^h the attention

and skill of Mr. Irvine, the iui'^oon, 1 hope will do
well.

I hope, thoii;j;h sneeosH has not crowned our ef-

forts, you will not thiid< it oresnniptuons in me to

B:iy, the rrfCiitest credit is due to the ollieers and
e\\\\)'A conipiniy for llieir exertions, jiiirtieularly

when exposed to tho heavy I'aking tire of the

cneuiy. I feel piutieuhu'ly oUlijted for the exer-

tions of lieut. Kent, who, tliouijii wounded early

byasplinter, eontinueil to assist nie ; in tlie i?eeond

lieuti'Uiint the service h;is stdl'ered ii severe loss;

Mr. S 'ott, the master, tlion,','h \.'ounded, was par-

ticularly attentive, and used every e'.ertion in

cleariai^ the wreek, as did the warrant ofileers.

—

lieutenant Xi<ilioll of the royal nir,rlnes, and his

party, stip])orted tlie lu)nor.il)le character of their

corps, and they sulfered sevm-ely. I must reconi-

ineud Mr. Shaw, master's mate, who commanded
the fiireiiiast main dee!; j^'uns in the absence ol

lieatimant Pullman, and tho whole after the fall of

lieutenant Ready, to your protection, he havir.p;

rereived a severe contusion from a splinter. I

imist point out Mr. Garliy, acting pm'ser, to your
noiii'c, who volunteered his service.^ou deck, and
comaianded the after (piiU'ter-iiec.'k guns, and was
particularly active, as well as Mr. Bannister, ndd-
ship nan. I hope, in considering ti>e cireumstati-

ces you will think the ship entrusted to my charge,

prijperly defended—the unl'ortunat(! loss of onr
masts, the ai)sence of the third lieutenant, second
lieuli'uant of marines, thr.'o inidshipmeii and
tWL'iify-f )arnien, considerably weakened our crew,
and we only mustered jit (luarters t>vo hundred
and foi'ty-four men, on coming into action ; the
enemy had such an a'lvanta.;e from his m irlnes

nnd I'ilhviieu, whrni dose, and his superior sailing

enabled him to choose his distance.

I enclose herewith a list of killed and woundel
on board the Guerriere.

time of her sailing, no opiiorfimity of courso

' liad since that peiiod ollered itself foj' dis-

! charging tiicm. ('apt. Dacrc^, however, con-

ceiving it to be uipji'.st in the cxtreiTie, to

! compel them to light against their countrymen,

ordered them to ([uit tlieir (piarters nr.d go

' below. This conduct contracts most favorably

.with the attemiils niade by dipt. Ilidl and

J

his oflicers to iiweigle tiie crew of tiie Guerrioro

and induce tliem to turn traitors. One of tho

' means resorted to v.-as to keep his prisoners

! manacled and chained to the deck during tho

night and the greater jiart of the day.

The reason assigiu'd by Capt. Ilidl for thi.>j

umisual severity was, that there were so many

ofhis own crew who considered theOucrricre'!*

men as their countrymen, (tind who felt, aa

well they might, some degree of shame at their

own fallen state), he was apprchcnsi Mic two

bodies united would overpower h > at h»

.Vtnericans, and carry tho Coi 'litut' to

Halifax. Tho more jirobable r „ r- s^c a to

have been to render the prosp^^ f 1. -ty tho

fnorc alhu'ing to those who woull t • aritor,".

l-'iipt. Hull calculated, it lui'v be supposed,

that any whom he could p id' to enter,

would fight in the most de^,.er,!;c manner,

rather than be taken anil turned over to their

former commanders, from whom they could

oidy exi)cct to receive a certain and well

f merited fate. Capt. Dacres bears testimony,

; iu other respect.s, to Capt. IIull'.s treatment of

I
himself ami crew, ami the care that was takeu

to i)reveiit their lo.-ing the sniallest triiie.

The author of the American "Naval His-

tory," }.h: C'.iuk, remarks thus upon the (lu-

erriere's capture :
—" It njipearcd in cvidenco

on tho conit mai'tial, that many English I'.cn

j

were on boiu'd the Constitution, and that many

I

of these were U-adiiig men,or capttuns of gains."

]

The oilicers of the Guerriere knew some of

I
tiieiu personally. One had been captain of

I the forecastle iu the Kury<lice, another h.ad

I

been in the Achilie at Ti'.ifah::ar, and the third

lieutenant was au Irishm;;ii, uatncd Head. In

[
the latter end of isiii, a r'gi.-ter of ofiiccrs

' and others, mililary and naval, in tho service

I

of tlic United States, was issued from tlio

i
AYashington press, prepared by a resolution

' of Congress. Atlixed to the list of names ia

this oPdcial document, is one column headed

" State or country where born." Turning to

tliis column, i;i the naval department, welind,

t

><'Wl
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as we cU'scciid ill the list, llie bliiiik8 in lliej

column of " where bom" increase aniazinply.
j

01 the Hujieriiir rjHicers, only tliree ciiptiiins— '

61mw, I'atterson, nnd Cricliton—were ashamed
j

to name their birlli-plaee. Of one hundred;

nnd sixty lieutenants, live appear to havebien
i

Uritish ; but seventeen, all Knglish or Irish

nanus liave blanks alter then\. Of twenty I

Loutswains, foui" were born ni the United
j

States; tlio rest nowhere. Of ei};hly-lhree
j

pailing-niasteis, tlfteen had no birth}.hue ; and ,

eight aopenr to be JJritish. Of twenty-tive

gunners, three appear to have been born in i

the United States; and out of thirty-three

carpenters and master-mates, the only could
|

be found to till np tiie blank with the term

"American." The blanks in the list of able

Seamen increase surprisingly. This, however,

is not to be wondered at, when we tonsidcr

Captain Brenton's statement :
—

" It wab said,

and there is no reason to doubt the fact, that

there were two hundred Uritisli seamen on

board the Constitution."

After this analysis, Mr. Clark's remarks on

the cajiture of the Guerrierc can be taken at

theiv value—" It has manifested the genuine

worth of the American tar, which has enabled

him to meet under disa»vantagi;oi's cn<ci;M-

BTANCES (save the mark), and to derive glory

from the encounter, the naval heroes of a na-

tion w hich has so long ruled the waves."

We have been thus particular in dwelling

on all the ciicumstances connected with the

capture of the Guerriere, as with few excep-

tions the same di.sparity of force prevailed and

the same remarks apply. That the American

successes were unexpected, is apparent from

the instructions given to the oflicers in com-

mand of the vessels about to leave port, an.i,

in fact, the first capture of an English hy an

American vessel was made, if net in direct

breach of orders, at least contrary to the cal-

culations of the Navy Department, and had

not Hull put to sea before his countermand

reached Boston, ho certainly would not have

made his capture of the (iuerriere, nor is it

probable that any capture would have been

made at all, if we may judge from the tone of

the following communications :

—

"Naval Department, Washington,

18th June, 1812.

" Sii^—This day war has been declared be-

tween the United Empire of Great Britain,

Ireland, and their dipendencies, and the Uni-

ted States of America, and tluir territories,

and you arc, with the force under your com-

mand, entitletl to every belligerent right to

attta<'k and capture, and to defend. Yoii will

use th(! utmost despatch to reach New York,

after you have made up your ccniplement of

men. &c., at Annapolis. In your way I'lom

tin nee, you will not fail to mitice the I'lilish

flag, should it present itself. I am informed

that the Belvidera is on our coast, but you

will not understand vie ott mij'cUing you to

battle previously to your having conlidence in

your crew, unless attacked, or with areasona-

ble prospect v»f success, of which you are to

be, at your discretion, the judge. You are to

reply to this, and inform me ofyour jirogress.

"P. Hamilton.

"Capt. Hull, U.S. Frigate Constitution."

This discouraging and, considered with im-

mediate results,somewhat pusillanimous order,

was soon followed by another of the same

tenor, as follows :

—

"Navy Department, 3rd July, 1812.

" SiK,—As .soon as the Constitution is ready

for sea, you w ill weigh anchor and proceed to

New York.

"If, on your way thither, you should fall in

with an enemy's vessel, you w ill be guided in

j'our proceeding by your own judgment, bear-

ing in mind, however, that you arc not volun-

tarily to encounter a force superior to your

own. On your arrival at New York, you will

report yourself to Commodore Rodgers. If he

should not be in that port, you will remain

there untill further orders.

" P. Hamilton."

The Constitution, on her way to New York

was chased by a British squadron and pre-

vented from getting into that port, so that her

stealing to sea from Boston, into which she

had been driven, and her encounter with the

Guerriere was purely accidental and in contra-

vention of orders, for even after his escape into

Boston, a new order was despatched :

—

"Navy Department, 2'Jth July, 1812,

" Siu,—Your letter of .he 20th instant, just

received, has relieved mc from much anxiety.

" I am truly happy to hear of your safety.

Remain at Boston until further orders.

" P. Hamilton."

Before receiving this order Capt. Hull had

put to sea and escaped the doom, which his
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ndri^litud (loveriinieiit hail prepared for liitn

—to lie laid iip in port.

j\ Kcioiul ni'tion, lending to nngment the

I'rc.iio iiikI WiHp. confidence of Ainericnns in

tlu'in^clves, took place on (It • JHih Octoher,

butueen H. M. hrij; Frolic, Cnptiiiii Wliiii.vutcs,

nnd the United S atea sloop of war Wasp,

Ctiplitin Jones.

Tiic l''i'oli(! was the convoy of thi' homeward

bounil fleet from the liny of Ilondnras, nnd

was repaiiinj; the damages her masts and sails

rcceivt'd in a violent ffila on the night of the

IGth, in lat. 30" north, Ion. (H°, in which she

had carried away her main-yard, sprimj^ her

main-topmast, and lost both her topsails, when

a vessel was made out which immediately

gave chacc to the convoy.

Although in the crippled state above men-

tioned, Captain Whinyates determined to save

his convoy, and a clo^c and spirited action

ensued, which was maintained until the brig

became, from her previous shattered condi-

tion, unmanageable. The Wasp taking advan-

tage of this .shot ahead, and raked the Frolic,

which was unable to bring a gun to hear. She

now fell with her bow sprit between the main

nnd mizcn lipging of the enemy, nnd was

then innnediately carried by boarding, after an

action of an hour's duration. Such was the

obstinacy with which she had been defended

that, on li i Americans taking possession of

their prize, but three officers and the nian

at the wheel were found alive on the deck.

In this dreadful conflict the British loss was

thirty killed, and between forty and fifty woun.

ded. The vessels were nearly equal in point

of strength, botli as regarded guns and men,

and her previous erijipled state alone brought

on this disastrous and speedy issue. On the

afternoon of the same day H.M. ship Poictiei's,

seventy four guns, fell in with and captured

both ves.sels, sending them into Bernuula.

Congress awarded to Captain Jones a gold

medal, to his officers a silver one, and to the

crew general!}', twenty-four thousand <lollars,

in testimony of their gallantry in capturing a

British vessel of superior force. This may be

accounted for, as Captain Jones in his oflicial

despatch, gave the Frolic two extra guns, and

judiciously said nothing of her previous disa-

bled state. The reader may, however, judge

in what the superior force consisted from the

statement here given ;—Frolic,broadside guns,

nine, throwing t'vo himdrcd and sixty-two

pounds of shot, with two twelvc-i)ounder

earronades,—crew, ninety-..wo,—size, thrco

hundred anil ci -hty-four tons. Wasp, brond-

side, nine guns, throwing two hundred and

sixty-eight pounds of slu;t, with two brass

four-pounders,—crew, one hundred ami thir-

ty-five,—size, four hundred and thirty-four

tons. Nearly nialehed as these vessels were,

the '•uperiority if anything leaning towards

the side of Wasp, yet tht! usual exaggerations

of Amerii;an onicer.s made it a victory over a

superior force.

Seven days after this aflair, on the SSlh of

Miicminninn, and October, in lat. 29" north,

Uiiiiud Sunc*. Ion. 29° 30' west, the thir-

ty-eight gun frigate Macedonian, Captain Car-

den, fell in with and brought to action tho

U. S. frigate, United States, Commodoro
Decatur. The action lasted for upwards of

two hours, when,with one hundred shot in her

hull, several of them between wind and water,

her mizen mast gone by the board, main and

fore topmasts shot away by the cap, her main

yard in the slings, two remaining lower masts

•ladly injured, and but few guns effective, tlie

.Macedonian surrendered. Of her complement

of two himdred and fifty-four men, deducting

eight foreigners who refused to fight, thirty-

six were killed and sixty-eight wounded.

Commodore Decatur, in Ids official de-

spatches, makes very light of the damage done

to his vessel ; either in loss of men or injuries

to hull or rigging, reporting only five killed

and six wounded. Captain Garden, however,

represents that the United States " was

pumped out every watch till her arrival in

port, from the effects of shot received between

wind and water, and that two eighteen poun-

ders had passed through her mainmast in a

horizontal line." There is very little doubt,

also, from what may be gathcreu from his ac-

count, but that these numbers were very far

from representing the actual loss in killed and

wounded.

The comparative force of the two combat-

ants may be with correctness stated as fol-

lows:—Macedonian— weight of broadside, fivo

hundred and twenty-eight pounds ; crew, two

hundred and fifty-four ; size, one thousand and

eighty-one tons. United States—broadside,

weight of metal, eight hundred and sixty-

I
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four ])omvls
; cn-w, four Immlicil iwid seventy-

four; t-'v/.i', lilleen liiindrcil iiiul tliirly-tliiTi

tons. J.'iine.'* ineiitinns, nriinnp; oilier iiroof-^,

tliiit a lnrn:e jiro|)(>rtinii of (hu I'liited Stiites'

crew were I'.iitisli ; tlie followin;; fiiet,
—"One

of tlio oilii'ers' servant-;, n yunwr lad from

London, niinud Williiiui Me.irne, nrtimlly

found tunon'j; tlielioslilecrew liis own l>ri)llier!

Tliis li.'irdeiied Iniitor, after revilin.u; tliu IJrit-

isli, and nppluudin^ tlie Anicrioau Kcrvico,

used lli(! inlliieiiet.' of seniority in tryin;]; to

liorsuade Ins Lrollier to cuter tiic latter. The

honorable youth, with tears in liis eyes, re-

plied: 'If you are a ' rascal, that's no

reason I should be one.' " Mr. James allej^es

that several of flie Macedoniim's men recog-

nized their old shiiimates ; and " Captain Car-

den," .says Marshall, "observin;; 'Victory'

jiainted on the ship's side over one pnit, and
• Nelson' over another, asked Commodore De-

catur the reason of so strange an anomaly

:

ho answered, 'the men belonging to those

fruns served many years with Lord Nelson,

and in the Vietoiy, and they claim the privi-

lege of using the illustrious names in the way

you have seen.' " The Conuuodore also de-

claied, according to the same authority, pub-

licly,that there wei e but few seamen in his ship,

who had not served from twelve to iifleen

years in a Uritish man-of-war. After reading

this, the reader will naturally like to know

M'liat the register, which has been already- so

useful to us, says of the birthplace of Com-

modore Decatur. Tliis authority assigns, as

that he luid coiHpiered a vessel of inferior

force, This ronre>sion would certainly have

'lecu honest, but, then, it would have inter-

fered witli the Act of Congress of 28ih Juno

\'iU^, which provided thit, "ifa ve-sel ofsui)c-

rior or ei|Ual force shall be captured by a

public armed vessel of the United States, the

roifeilnie shall accrue wholly to the captors."

Two hundred thousand dollars, the valu:ili!iii

of the prize.s, wan accordingly paid over to the

Anierii'an comni;inder and his crew. 'I'ho

verdict of the coiut-marshall, puts the conduct

of Captain Carden and his crew, beyond (pies-

tioTi—the substance of the sentence is as fol-

lows:—"Having most strictly investigated

iviry circumstance, nml examined the diU'e-

rent ollicers, and sliip's company; and having

very <lilibirately and matui'ely weighed and

considered the' whole, atid every ]iart therenf,

the Court does most honorably acquit Cr.pt.

Carden, the ollicers ami crew."

CIreat were the rejoicings throughout the

Union, at their third naval victory, especially

as it was the fiist of whiidi the fruits had bee ii

secured,—and the ai'iivul of the colors of the

Macediuiian at Washington was attmded

with illuminations and n public and most bril-

liant fete. The j)ress, too, teemed \\\{\\ sueli

rhapsoilies as the one of which we give a sju'-

cimen.* Had a faithful statement of the coin-

* With utHittpral>Io pleiisiire wo record anotlier

ni(i?t pallaiit naval acliievenient— a tliiiijj widioiit

precedent (U' p.iralli'l—an nelion siil j/tiitrin,

iini(iiio, iiicoiiipioalile— ii Jlriln-h frivMteilisiiiastetl

might be expected, a birtlijilace, nut ([uite so und compelled to surrender in .srr,ii/irn vihnilif-,

widi loo of licr crew, one-third of lier nuiiiliir,
i\iv north as Captain Hull's, to the Commo-
dore—Maryland.

On the arrival of Decatur, with his prize, at

New Yoi'lc, the ^lacedonian was purchased by

the American (iovei'nment, and was rated as

i\ thirty-six gun frigate, of which class she

was the smallest ship. The same ungenerous

system of tampering with the prisoners, that

prevailed in the case of the Guerrieri', was

carried on b}' the Commodore and ollicers of

the United States, and in order tiiat his at-

tempts might be unrestricted by the presence

of the Macedoiuan's ofTicers, they were sent on

shore on [tarole. The ollicers, however, be-

couungacquaintcd with the honorable schemes

r^" the American officer, returned on board.

killed and woiiiuled, l)y a vessel but little Iili'

superior in force—by a new people, unused to ili.'

horrid business of war; by strinigers to the tluiu-

iler ot eiinnoii.

^Vc are lost; in ast(i!iis!uiiei:t tit the r//V(7 of

Dicatiirx lire—no uoiuKr tliiit the Jiritnim

thought he was envelopeil in fl.inies, iind rejoiceil,

giving three cliei'rs. AVeak niortids !—tliev liii.l

yet to learn the great aelivity of J/rni/in'','i \Md\\-

hil crew, and feel the power of the vniijcaiicc-

clwriji'd ;;uiis of tlie I'liitnl Stufm.

Thus it was with lliill, v.iili J'<,i->rr, \\h\i Jmii-ii,

and with Vhitinivji, on the lake. Kvery shot liiiil

its jiriviite eoiinnis:-ioii to revenge a [Mivate wi-oi;^

—some ln^hillg at the gang-wny of a I'ril'r^h ves-

sel ef war—some privation of (nod for retll^'ing to

labor for " his Miijesty "—some personal iiHlii.:-

nity iviiieh imperious i-y'/^o/iK know so well to give

to " Y.Uikee rascals."

The g.illant Jiaih// >••<, uir-'iiceessful, vexes t!io

,,,,,, . . ,-, , i-v . > 1
deep. Like the bold bald eairlo of his eouiitrv,

AA e look in vam in Commodore Decatur s
,,^, ^,,„,,^ „^.^,, „,^. ,,,,^,i„„ ^,f „:,„.,.. j,, ^^,,,,^^^,, „, i,,^

ollieiul commuuiculions for any admission I enemy : groaning in spirit lh;it the foe is not iii;:li.
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|iiiiiitivi rorccof tla- two v('s.-i('!K,l)t'i'n MiizoMi'd flic nffiilr protty ck-nrly hcijfo tho ri'ndor.

on ill!.' WMils (if that f.stivo liiill, wc scni'ii'Iv

tliiiik tlint llii'ie «oul<l ImvflMicu found cnii»i'

for Midi fxtrnvii',"U)f (kiiionstriUion'; of joy.or

room, on tin- pint of tlu' I'li'-.s f.ir siu!!! vuin-

};lorionsparii(:rii|ihs. Jnsiico nml tnith would

ratlur liavc nanUcncd a fi'cliiij; of adniiruti'in,

nt till' l,r,ivi'iy with «liirli lliilisli sailors had

colli >-'nd'U ii(^aiiist siuli muijual nnd fviirfiil

odds. .

AnotliiT nrlion, tlic result of xaIiIcIi was

.i„vn nn.l ri,i,..iiu. t-'^'^'" '""'^' disastrous to

li.iii, ii.iciiiiiiTiiitili.
till. Itritisli, yit nniains

to ln' <'lirotiicli<l, Infin'o cloyiii}!; (|n. ]ist of

naval liattlcs, for (lie year, on the oeian.

The Java, Captain F-anihert, on lieroutward-

bonnd voyap' to tlieKast Indies, with n nnni-

riie lull) I'Ve'ii'Ii fri;i;ato lie" iniim'e, lunvly

ehri.stened the .lava, was under orders to earry

out t'l IJoinhay the newly appolflted (tovenior,

Iiieiitenaiit-lieiieral Hi: lop, and suite, with n

mnnber of supernumeraries,—Marino Sv>eiety

hoys. Finding', on joining', thul out of a eoin-

lilemeiit of two humlied and niiuty two, the

whole nuiiiher of ju'tty otliens and uuii,

who had ever trod u dick or heen jiru-

sint nt nn netion, anionnled to less thni>

lifty, I'aptiiin I.amhert 'oinlly renionstrateil

.'il^'ainst the inedieieney of such a ship's eoin-

paiiy. The only rep'y was, that n voyn^re to

the Kast Indies and hack would make sailor.'!

of them. It was in vain to uifje the inalter

further, hut as some slii^ht aineiidinent to tho

' -a's erew,ei;.'ht men were allowed to vohin-

ber of pns.«enpers on hoard, besides n Inr-e
|

,,,(,,._ m.,,,,,^,,! j,, this way, with sixty Iiish-

body of ro( riiits, on tho 2'.ith Deeemher, some
j

,„^.„^ ^^.i,,, i,.^,i ^^^^^.^y ^„„.it ,,.ji, „.,>,i,,." ,.x,.i,p(,

forty miles from St. Salvador, in lat. ]!)" N.
j,, ero.«.-inj; the chnnnel—the rest of her eom-

nnd lonpr. 3(5° W., encountered, nnd was rap-
j

j,ij.,„i,„t ,„,„lc up from prison ships Captain

tiired hy, the American fri-ate Constitution.
, l,i„uhert was despatched to sea. Is there

"The Java," aceordin^r to Commodore Main-
j ,.00,,, for wmider that with such n crew ho

bridge's testimony, in a letter to a friend,
|

,„ni j,iy y^.^^.^,! j^],,,,,],! j,j^,.p succnmhed to a

beaiin-date January 'i'.'lh, IHl.'t, "was ex-
j superior, unprei iired as ho was for a contest

ceedinfily well fou--ht. l»oor I.amhert, who
j

^^^y^,,^ with an eijiml, force ? The '^rent, causo

died, six dnys after the n<lion, was a distin-
j f,„, ,j,t„„i,i„„„i,„t j.^ that, with such d-'crew,

guished and ;:allaiit onicer."
| ,],y j.^^a should havo niainlained a li-hftj^Pom

One c;in hardlv credit that po much indif- a iiltle past two till six, and that thC|'co-

feieiice could have been iiianifi'sted liy <iov-

crniiiciit, as was shown in the case of prepar-

iiijr the Java for a voy.i};e, in which the

chances were so fireat that an enemy's vessel

would ho encountercil. A little of the pre-

vious history of the Java will, however, jilace

]?iit the time will come when ho shall reap a rich

liiirvi':'f of trloi'v.

J!(iiiil,ritli/t\ in the (/"oimli/itlion, with the slooji

7A'/////, ciiiiiiiiaii(U'ii hy t'li' oNCcllciit /(//')•' ;/iv,

wiH iK'iip the iiiiilille of the .Vfaiiti'', /iiaitliif/

Uriiish IVi;!;atos, at the iliite of our hut accounts
fi'uiii him.

Porltr, in the littl(> f, !, 'e J^ssr.i- Ij,— \ve know
not where ; hut doiihth'-!- Ii'siroiis of p'lyiiij; liis

respect* to Sir Jdiiiex Yen, of tlie SoiifhiDiijitnn ;

wlio, (lnhlxd a kiii;,'lit by a kinj?, wants to he
(//((///;(/ into a ji'eutleiiiiui hy . I'urtrr ; and we
veiitun- to fiay that if the.v meet, the knij;ht will

get II lesson on {jooil nmiini'i:).

The t'o)iKl>/l(itlo>i, Ciiptiiiii Sliifort, will scni
bo at ^('a, to elaiiii her portion ot'llu! huiiils; nnd
the AdiiiiiK t'li^rafe, nearly lili.-d ont at WashiiiL'-

fun city, will luin;^ to tho . olleetion of our aired

]iatiiots the aideiit zeal th.it disiiiiii;uisheil her
iiitiiiixitki in "the times that tried men's souU."— S'd<:x' U'cckfi/ lieymtcr. •

lors should have been lowered from Wio

stump of the mizen mast only when the Con-

stitution had taken up a r;ikin,2; position

athwart the bows of her then defem eless an-

tiiii;oni>t. T!ie Java lost her masts tind bow-

sprit, Imd upwards of l-.\ enty yiins ili-abled,

her boats shot to jiieccs, and her hull so

.-)iiUl"red, Ihiit it v.as found necessary to

burn her. Twenty-two were kilhd, and ninety-

two wounded on hoard flei Java, in this mur-

derous eontlict ; and the American loss,thou j;h

(lining in comparison, was yet severe—ten

killed and forty-eizht wounded. This victory

added no glory to the Ameiieau lla,u', as, with

the same diliereiiee of Ibrcc as in the iiistaneo

of the Gueiriere, (he new, althouj^h luuuin-

;illy s(ron;;er, was in rt;dity not half as eflec-

live ; indeed, Mr. James lenKirks on this head.

;

"The Consliiuli'iu cajitured the Jav i cer-

taiidy, but in so discreditable a manui." that,

iiad ihi' hitler been manned with a vJ.l i)aiiied

crew of three huiiilied tind twenty ii.jn, no

doubt reiuains in oiir mind, and we have con-

I-'''- - -I
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sidorcrl the .siiliject seriously, that, notwitli-

Standing lier vast superioritj' of force, tlic

Aniericnn frigate must eitlier liave succmnheil

or have fled." Accordiii;^ to the same author,

"the manner in -.vhieh tlie Java's men were

treat(.(l by tiie Amei ic.m oflicers, reflects upon

the latter the greatest <lisgiuce." One o' jcct,

however, theCunstit.Uion's ofFiccrs missed hy

their cruelty in nianaclinj^ and iii!!a;^inj;- their

poor captives—three only of the Java's crew

entered, while the remainder, jail birds though

many of them were, treateii with contemiit

their reiterated promises of iiigh pay, rich

land, and lihert}^

The verdict of the court martial held on the

surviving officers and crew of the Java was,

that " tlie action was maintained with zeal,

ability, and bravery," and the compliment

paid to Lieut. Chads, who commanded after

Captain Lambert's fall, a very high mio. Jtear

Admiral Thorn was the president, and, return-

ing Lieutenant Chads his sword, he thus ad-

dressed iiim
—" I have much satisfaction in

returning you your sword. Had you been an

officer who had served in comparative obscur-

ity all your life, and never before heard of.

your'conduct on the present occasion has been

sufficient to establish your character asa brave,

skilful, and attentive officer." We think it

but justice to bring these facts forward, to en-

able those who may have seen only American

accounts of the war, to come to a more correct

conclusion respecting the events we have been

just detailing. Wo cannot forbear quoting

from James a short account of the reception

of Commodore Bainbridge by the citizens of

Boston:

—

"At this moment our eyes light upon a pas-

sage in a book before us, giving an account of

the reception of Coniuiodorc Bainbridge by the

citizens of Boston, and we cannot resist the

temptation of placing it before the British pub-

lic. 'On the following Thursday (that suc-

ceeding the frigate's arrival,) Commodore Bain-

bridge landed at the long wharf from the

frigate Constitution, amidst acclamations, and

roaring of cannon from the shore. All the -ay

from the end of the pier to tlie Exchange cof

fee-house, was decorated with colours and

streamers. In State street they were strung

across from the opposite buildings, while the

windows and balconies of the houses were

filled with ladies, and the tops of the houses

were covered with spectators, and an immcnso

crowd filled the streets, so as to render it dif-

(icult for the military escort to march.. Tho

'•onmiodore was distinguished by his noble

liguie, and his walking uncovered. On his

right hand was the veteran Commodore

'dodgers, and on his left Brigadier-general

Welles ; then followed the brave Captain Hull,

Colniel Blake, and a number of officers and

citi/.jns; but the crowd was so iiuuiense that

it was difficult to keep the order of procession-

The band of music in the balcony of the St.ato

Bank and the music of the New-England

guards, had a fine effect." Here was a com-

pliment to the British navy

!

There is very little doubt but that the effect

F.flect of iiu«e sue- of thcsc four actious on
c,.Hses,mi!.e Amenca..

jjj^, American mind was

most important, as the successive triumphs

gave a tone and character to a war hitherto

decidedly unpopular witii the 'moderate portion

of the community, and imparted a still grejitcr

confidence to the war party, already far from

deficient in the language of pretension and
vain glorious boasting.

The tone, even, of the Xational Intelli-

gencer, lu'cviously moderate, if not pacific, was

at once altered, and the repeal of the orders in

Council, simple and uncomhtional as it was,

now fiiled to satisfy American demagogues,

"the American flag was now to secure ell

that sailed under it."

This was a bold attitude to assume towards

a nation whose .seamen had beaten, in succes-

sion, every power in Europe into a confi!ssion

of their superiority, more especially when wc
reflect that the Americans were to the full as

much astonished as were the English at the un-

expected aspect which naval events had now
assumed. The various orders from Washington

to the Commanders make this sufficiently ap-

parent, and supply a more correct index to tho

reality of American expectations than do tho

vap )urings of a few individuals,who prepared a

highly seasoned disli of selfglorificaticm for a

public by no means unwilling to swallow tho

jegale seasoned for the national taste.

"i.\ooue" says one Ilisturian* "can com-

pare the official accoinits without acknowledg-

ing tint acci lent or f )rtuno hid little to do

with these battles, whi(;h were like nearly all

• Iiigors'jll.

tlic othe

Wai', AFT

her surp

her aiita

nieious I

tialsoftj

This 1,:

as but fl'

naval v,

the Ahu

nitogethc

Governm

sion, and

should ha

We h&\

llie Uniisli G

guns, of tl:

now, .IS fa

steps that

ralty, to p

Three ol

Jfnjestic, C

and thus i

twenty-eigl

retained, I

cightetns'

ber of fort

ried, with

guns; this,

and ninety-

fiiir match

fours; as,

crued from

four, by wl

ty-four in d

nieasuie m
doubted.

Bi'sides
i

two vcsfsels

purposes,

which we

" The T

pine, from

liam lUile,

Caledonia

tlie IJriiish

const ructe

dranglit o

an nssistan

nowtliepri

at Toulon,

f



HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812. 76

the other ii.ival cngngcriients throughout the

war, AnicK lingland had time to recover from

her surpiise, and endeavour to imitate or exeel

lier antagonist. Moi'e extensive or more nu-

nieious battles would add little to the eredeii-

tials (if the few gained,"

'J'his last piirngrapli is a fortunate admission,

as but fv.\v laurels were r.dded to the Ameriean

naval wreath after the first year, and as

the AHierican Navj' disajipeared nearly-

altogether fiom the ocean when the Biilish

Government awoke, at length, from their delu-

sion, and adopted such measures as they

ehould have done at the beginning of the war.

We have just given a full account, not only

Measures n-loptcJ l.y
"f tl'C exploits, but ofthe

ilie I3r,i]si, rn,vtrm;iem. force in tons, men, and

guns, of tlie American forty-fours, and wo will

now, PS far as lies in our power, point out the

steps that were taken by the British Admi-

ralty, to put a stop to their further successes.

Three of the small class seventy-fours, the

Jlnjestic, Goliath, and Saturn, wore cut down,

and thus armed : The first deck battery of

twenty-eight long thirly-two-pounders was

retained, but in lieu of twenty-e'ght long

cightetns' on the second deck, an equal num-

ber of forty-two-pound carronades were car-

ried, with two long twelve-pounders as cliaso

guns ; this, with a complementof four hundred

and ninety-four men and boys, was judged a

ftiir match for the American, nominally, forty-

fours; as, however, no glor}' could have ac-

crued from the capture of an American forty-

four, by what would have been styled a seven-

ty-four in disguise, the policy or utility of this

measure may be, and has been, very mucii

doubted.

Besides tlie completion of these three razees,

two vessels were built to answer the same
purposes. They also merit a fiiw remarks

which we will take from James :

—

"The Leander was constructed of pitch-

pine, from a draught prepared by Sir Wil-

liam Kule, the ingenious architect of iJie

Caledonia, and many other flue .ships in

the iJriiish navy ; and the Newcastle Wi;s

constructed of the same light wood, from the

drangiitofM. Louis-Charles Rarrallier, then

an assistant surveyor undu Sir William, but

nowthe principal naval architect forthe French

at Toulon. Tlio first of these ships measured

1 57-', the otlier lu5G tons ; and they were both

consli'ucted of very thin and inadcfjuate scant-

ling. The establishment of each ship was 30

long 2-i-pounders on the first or ' upper'

ileck, and 2(i canonades4'J-pounders, and two,

afterwards increased to four, long 24-pounder3

on the second or ' spar' deck ; total, at fii'st

08, then 00 guns, with a net complementof

48U men and boys. The fjcantlerand Newcas-

tle, tlurefore, in the disposition of theii- guns,

perfectly agieed with the cut-down 74s; and

yet they were oflicially registered as ' frigates,'

but, by way of salvo for their anomalous

structure 'with spar decks,' was superadded.

If, by 'frigate,' is meant a ship with a sin-

gle battery-deck from stem to stern, is it not a

sufficient stretch of the term, to apply it to a

vessel tliat has two additional siiort decks,

upon which are mounted nearly as many guns

as she carries on her whole deck ? But must

a ship, having two whole decks, upon each of

whijh an equal number of guns i.s mounted, be

called a single-decked vessel ? And yet, in

official language, the Leander and Neivcastlo

arc not tw o-decked ships, otherwise their lower

battery-deck would not be called their uj^pcr

deck, nor their upper, their spar deck ; neither

would their depth of hold be measured from

the deck below the first battciy-deck, nor the

leu'ith of the same deck be registered as the

' length of gun-deck.' These are the only

points, in whidi theso frigates with spar decks

differ from the cut-down 74s, and from the 56

and Of gun ships already mentioned.

The connnand of the Leander was given

to Captain Sir George Rolph Collier, and the

command of the Newcastle, to Captain Lord

George Stuart. Great difficulty was experi-

enced in getting the.se two ships manned ; and

certainly the crew of the Leander, after it was

obtained, was a very indifferent one, contain-

ing, besides many old and weakly men, an un-

usually large projiortion of boys. This inef-

leciiveness of the Leander's crew has recently

l)een contradicted ; but we allude to the period

of the shi^s arrival at Halifax, Nova Scotia.

" We were then on board the Leander sev-

eral times, and not only witnessed the quality

if her crew, but hoard the odit'erscomplidn, as

-veil they might, of their great inferiority iii

that respect to the ships against which they

were expected to contend.

''}

' ftJ
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" AVlicn she quitted Sijitlioail, for nalifax.

the 1,oaihk'i' was so liiinl/ired witli stoit'y, tliat

tlie sliij) would seal I'C'ly liavc inadt' the v()ya;i;c',

liad slie not reetivi'd a relit iu ( .'ork ; and even

tlienit was fortiniate, i.iucli ;is was to be ex-

pected from lii'r eaptaui ;'nd ollicers, tliat (lie

Leandu'v ditl not eucountei one of tl»e Ame-
rican 44s.

" Anotlier sliip, of the same force in guns,

and nearly >o in men, ."xs the Leander and New-

castle, was produced by raising upon the

Akbar, formerly a teak-built Tndiaman, and

more recently kuown as tlie 41-,iiim frigate

Cornwallis. Tlse Akbar proveil a very indif-

ferent ei'uiser, sailing heavily, and rolling o

such a (Ugree, that she was eonst;intly earr '-

ing away or sininging her masts. 'J'lic ship

actually stoued 450 tuns of water; while the

Caledonia, a ship of double her measurement,

could not stow more than 421 tons. TIk

Akbar has since been converted to the only

purpose for which, ami carrying a cargo, she

was ever adapted, a troop-ship.

"If it was deemed necessary to build or

equip shijis to oppose the large American

frigates in fair combat, they should have been

frigates, and two-decked ships like the Leander

Newcastle, and Akbar. Tlieie was a frigate

laid down in the year 1813, which would have

answ ered every purpose ; but, after the draught

of the Java had Ijecn prepared as that of a

regular frigii'e, to carry 52 guns, the i)en of

authority tilled up the gangway with a barri-

cade and a rovT of ports, and hence the Java

was built as a CO-gnn two-decked ship, similar

to the Newcastle and Tieander. If the Amer-

ican IViivates, of 15:]:^ tons, could not carry

Avitli ease, their gangway guns, ami the two

last-named P.riiish GOgiin ships, averaging

l")(ll-lors, fdnud some incouveiiienee in car-

rying iheirs, how could it be e^;;; 'ct'-il that the

Java, of 1458 tons, could bear the eight addi-

tional guns ordered for her ?"

Besid's tiiese two anomalous classes of fri-

gates, the cut down se^cnly-fouis, and the

fifty; a few ships were constructed to which

the name of frigates was really applicabh^

Two line frigates were then alloat, but one

carried a broad.--iili-' of only tw eiity-.si.\ guns,

while the forty-fours carried one of twenty-

eight ; the jirdvcrb of " I/aii seottalo ha paiira

de i';ic(pia calda'"' i.ihere a|)plicab!e ; the Ad:ni-

» The bum diild dicudi llic iirc.

ralty had not scriijiled to send out thiily-

sixes, with instructions compelling them to

Iji'ing to action any single-decked enemy's

Vessel, howi'ver superior ; but now they hesi-

tated to Send a line vessel, nay two, for the

Rgyptieime was njeeled also, though mount-

ing the proper iiumlier of guns, because she

was inferior to her expecte<l ailversary by one

broadside gun. Tiie Firth, li'fl'ey, Severn,

Glasgow, and Liverjiool were accordingly

built, manned with a complement of three

liundreil men and boys, and witli an arma-

ment of fifty guns— twenty-eight long twenty-

four pounders, twenty carronades, thirty-two

pounders, wilii two long nines. A new gun

was also tried, and found to answer expect i-

tionf. Says James—"The six-and-half feet

thirty-three cwt. twenty-four pounders not

having been found heavy enough, some guns

of the same calibre were constructed, frotn a

foot to a foot-and-a-half longer, and weighing

from fort}' to forty-three cwt."

It is singular, that although American sloops

were hunting for Tlritish frigates all over the

ocean, as soon as the intention of arming iJri-

fisli fiigates with such guns was promulgated,

the A.iie-.-ic;>'is seem to have suddenly mislaid

t'u'ir orders for hunting down the l'iiti-:h, and

we accordingly liml that the Java was the last

British frigate they captured or bronglit !o

action, altlnuigh not, as we shall hereafter

see, the last lliey fell in with.

Some of the minor classes of ships^ must

1 now receive our attention, as we shall soon

have several cases to record, juoving that the

Amei'leans were as keenly awake to "out-

build the British in sloops," as they had out-

witted them in their fiigates.

'J"o whatever is classed under one head,

people are disposed, and not unnaturally, to

attach the notion also, ofe(]ualiiy, so I'lat \\ hru

iiiere does exist any dilference, the stronger

is sure to tiiuniph over tlic weaker party,—

while tliere always will be found many, whom
it will be liard to convince tiiat any disparity

of force really existeil : such is the diiliculty of

lemnving an impression once conveyed, andef

substituting f(^r il anotlier.

'I'lie .American.-; had liiiilt their new sloo])-,

the I'eacoek, AVasp, and Frolic, and to lU'et

thc'^e on anytliing like e(iual terms, it w.:^

deemed neees-iiry to build new vessels. AVh;;l

were coiitlderod equal terms by the Admiralty,
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wc sliiill noiv show. The Kii<,'li»li liad in their

possL'ssion, the lute Fieiicii foiveUe " 15oniie

Citoyeiiiie,"—a very line vessel. Al'ter pliieiiij;

the force of the IJonne Ciloyenne in juxta

position with that of the rrolic, the reader

will he ahlc to judge how far the action of

Coveninieiit wiisjiidicious : Ronne Citoyeiino

—length of main deck, one hundred and

twenty feet; lireadth, thirty-one feet; tons,

five hundred and eleven
;
guns, tweiity ;

men,

onehurrdred and thirty-iive. Frolic, lengtl),one

hundred and twenty feet: breadth, thirty-two

feet ; tons, tive hundred and forty
;

guns,

twenty-two; men, one hundred and seventy-

five. Now, surely the easiest mode of encoun-

tering the Americans, would aiipear to have

been, to have built vessels of some twenty-five

tons burthen larger than the Romic Citoyenne,

and to have added thirty men, at least, to her

complement. The Lords of the Admiralty

thought otherwise, so, as the surest means of

producing the eflect they desired to bring

about, the vessels, built from tlte lines of the

Boime Citoyenne, were shortened live feet,

and instead of increasing, the burthen was de-

creased tifty-livo tons,—two extra guns were

put on board a smaller vessel, and to work the

extra guns no extra men were considered

necessary— the com[)loment of one bundled

and thirty-live being considered sufficient.

Sir Jos. Yorkc had tlie merit ofsending his im-

proved vessels to sea—tl'.c improvement con-

sisting in diminishing a vessel's capacity to

carry, and at the same time increasing her

nrmament. Let us take Mr. James' testimony

:

"Scarcely were the twenty thirty-pounder

carronades, and two long nines brought on

board, than two of the carronades were sent on

shore again, as having no proper ports fitted

to receive them—already the remaining twenty

guns were too close together, to rev^der the

quarters sufficiently roomy. WiLh these, how-

ever, the ships went to sea; and they were

soon found neither to sail well nor to work

well. The utnity of their stern chase ports,

may be judged of when it is stated, that, owing

to the narrowness of the ships at the stern,

there v.-as no room to work the tiller while the

guns were pointed through the ports."

Of this last discreditable oversight and its

attendant consequences, we shall have to give

hereafter a practical illustration. Fortunately

for the credit of the Brtiish navy, and for the

individual honor of the eaphiins and crews of

the new twi.u(y-;-:un vessels, the [iress gave

rather an exMi'gerated account of their Ibrco

and size, and held them uj) to view as nmch
more formidable! than the}' really were. 'J'ho

eonseiiuence was tluit tiie Wa.-p, Froli'-, Pea-

cock, and Hornet avoided every three-masted

man-of-war they saw. Relative to the boasiing

that took plirte in the case of tlie Hornet and

IJonne Cito3'enne,we shall now speak,and shall

establish, with Mr. James' help, the fact that

the behavior of the Americans on the occasion

was nothing but braggad'jcio of the most

despicable character.*

*Wliilc ill llie eaily part of De'.'einljer, 1812,

the United Stiites' Irit^ale Cuiiytitutioii, Cdiiiiiio-

(loie Haiiiliridge, anil sliip-.^loop lluniet, of eight-

een !j2-poinider eiU'i'oiiades aiul two lung [•J-poim-

i (lers, C:ii)tiiiii Jiinies Lawionee, were waiiiiig at

j

St. Siilviidoi', to lie joined Ijy tlie Essex, uii oeeiir-

I
reiice Inipiiened, wliieli the eliaiiicteri>tie eiinning

i of Ainerie;ins luiiieiJ gieiitly to their lulvanlngo,

j

hi the middle of Noveiiilier the lirilish 'iiJ-gua

slii|) lji)nne-(^itoyenne, of eighteen li'J-poninler

i;aiioiuules and two long O-pounders, Ciiidain I'itt

1
Uiinialiy (jlreene, having, wiiili.' coining tioni Jtio-

' de-la-piate, with lia'l a iiiililon sterling on board,

,
damaged herself greatly by I'unning on shore, en-

tered the port of St. tsalvudor, to land her eargo
and he hove down.

Wlien the shiii was keel-out, the two American
ships arrived in the port. The Ainerieaii Consul

! and the two American eotnmanders now laiil their

j

heads together to contrive soinethiiig which, with-

I

out any |)ersoiial risk to any one of the three,

should coiitriljiite to the renown of their eoiniiion

! country. What so likely as a ehalleiige to Capt.

I

Greene ? It could not be aeeepteil ; and then tlio

refusal would be as good as a victory to Captain

Lawrence. Aecordiiiij;ly, a challenge for the Hor-
net to meet the Hoinie-Cito) eune was oflerej by
Captain bawrence, thiongh the Anieiiean Consul,

to the Briiish consul, .Mr. Frederick Landeiiian;

Coiiiinodoie Ij.iiidii'idge pledging his honour to bo
out of the way, or not to interfere.

Widiout making the unpleasant avowal, that

his government upon this occasion, had reduced
the vessel he eoniiiiaiided I'roiii a king's cruiser to

a nierehaiit-ship. Captain (ireene transmitted,

through the consular channel, an unimated reply,

refusing a meeting " upon terms so manifestly ad-

vantageous as those proposed liy Conimodoro
Raiiibiidgo." Indeed, it would appear as if the

commodore had jmrposcly inserted tlie words,
" or not iiiteifering," lest Captain Greene, con-

trary to hid expectation, should accept the cliaU

Icnge. For, had the two sliips met by agreement,

and engaged,the Constitution looked on without in-

terfering, and the British aliii) been the conqueror,

the pledge of honor, on the part of both Ameri-

can conuinuiders, v.ould have been fulfilled ; and
can any one for a moment iiiiagino, that Coiiimo-

doreBaiubridgo would have seen the Bonne-Cito-

yennc carry olf a United States' ship of war, with-

out attempting her rescue ? It was more thaa

vi
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Before entering on the subject of t.ic naval

operations on the lakes, we sliall proceed to

give the American account of the havoc com-

mitted on British commerce, through the in-

strumentality of their cruisers, from the de-

claration of war to the end of the year 1812.

It will be amusing, as the anxiety of the

Americans to magnify every little coasting

vessel, captured among the West India islands,

into a sloop of war or armed vessel, will be

thus shown.

According to the American account, from

AmeriranliMofcap- ^hc date of the declara-

tures iiiiuif. tion of war, 18th June.,

to the end of the year, three hundred and

live piizes were taken l^y their privateers.

It appears that of this number, sixty-eight

vessels mounted seven hundred and sixty-

three guns, (nearly eleven guns each,) and

that in specie alone, one million eight hundred

and fifty thousand dollars was secured, in

his head was worth. Where was the guaranteo

against re-c«ptiire, wliich always acconipanies a
serious proposal of this sort, when a stronger

force, belonging to either party, is to preserve a

temporary nentrality ? The bnit, therefore, did

not take: the specie remained safe; and the

Aniericiin officers were obliged to content them-
si'lves with all the benefit tliey could reap from
making a bonst of the ciicu:i;stance. This they

did; and, to the present iioiir, the refusal of the

Bonne-Citovenne to meet the Hornet, stands re-

corded ill the American naval arc'iives, as a proof

of the former's drijad, aUhough the *' superior in

force," of engaging the latter. The two ships, as

has just been seen, were equal in guns, and not

very uiiecpial in crews ; the Hornet iiaving 111

men and two hoys, (he Bonne-Oitoyonne, includ-

ing 21 snpcrnumerarie?, 141 men and nine br. . ,.

But this inferiority was in a great degree compen-
sated, by the pains wliich Ciiptain Greene had
taken to teach his men the use of their guns.

After tlie Constitution ha<l sidled for Boston,

the Hornet continued blockading the Bonne-Cito-

yenne and her dollars, until the arrival, on the

24th of .Tanuary, of the British 74-gun ship Mon-
taqru, Cuptain Mauley llatl Dixon, bearing the flag

of Rear-Adniiral \fanley Dixon. The American
sloop, on being chased, ran for the harbor; but

niglit coming on, the Hornet wore, and, by stand-

ing to the southward, dexterously evaded her

pursuer. Escorted by the Montagu, the Bnnne-
Ci'iyanne, with her valuable cargo on board, put

fo : ^ "n the 26th of Jiinuary ; and on the 2'2nd

of F.Hii.iry, i'l latitude 5 * 20' south, longitude

40 ® wes' 'Me rear-.-iiwiiral left Captain Greene,

to pursuvj :iis voyage alone. Sometime in the

rionb of <D" 1

llif r/.\y, th.i U
at Port's -I'-'.h.

('
! 11 iiyiCD'rue iiavebntjnmorecunningly de

Ti«i';l :';or actiHU'-ii g or jdit at a cheap mto ?

—

Ed.

^laving stopped at Madeira by

e-Ciloyenne arrived ir jofety

twcnty-ono vessels, independent of the value

of the crafts and cargoes.

In looking over this long list, we find so

many vessels of from four to eight hundred

ton.s each, and described as laden with the

most valuable cargoes, that we conceive we

are very much under the mark in valuing the

three hundred and five prizes, at ten thousand

dollars each. This valuation, with the amount

of specie and the value of the sevci hundred

and sixty-ihree guns, would thus give, even

at our low estimate, a lo.ss of over five millions

of dollars. To those who may remember the

facts as they occurred, or who are otherwise

conversant with our mercantile marine, the

absurdity of this statement speaks for it.self.

It may, however, be as well to explain, for the

benefit of the uninitiated, that the richest of

these prizes, those represented as carrying

the largest number, and the heaviest guns,

were West Indiamcn, principally homeward

bound, and that, with some few exceptions,

this class of vessels could not carry on declt

anything heavier than a four or six-pounder,

and of guns even of this calibre, few cou! I

bear more than four, six, or eight. In the

American account, the guns are nearly all put

down as twelve or fourtccn-pounders, ^'j;ne

even as eighteen-poundcrs, which makes the

exaggeration .still more apparent, it .v;i .
.*

common practice for these vcnsfls to n. /.t

four orsixguns, and tohavc anu ibT ofwiiai

were called " Quakers," that is wooden gnus,

and, no don" our Yankee brethren have, in

their vrrioij, r-^ckoned each one of thete

"Quaki? ''
ft- ' . mafide long twelve.

Not the least injury done was the depriving

Great Britain of the services of so many sail-

or.s, for, according to this list, forty-five thou-

sand seamen were captured during tho first

six months of the war.

A brief notice of a few of the most remark-

able of the captures, as chronicled in tho

American papers, will be amusing:

—

Louisa Ann, laden with molasses, captured

by a boat from the Benjamin Franklin, priva-

teer, with seven men, under the f/nns (and wc

presume, also under the fire,) of a lattery of

tweke eighteen-pounders.

^hip Grenada, seven hundred tons burthen,

eleven guns and thirty men, with schooner

Shaddock, also armed, (with a complement, it

may be presumed, of at least twelve men,)

f^

one gun. -
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botli captured at the same time, by tho Young

Eagle, of New York, one gun and forty-two

men.

Ship Hassan, fourteen guns and twenty

men, captured by the Tom Jones, three guns.

Ship Osborne, ten gun,'^ long eighteen-

poundcrs, twenty-six men, five hundred ton.s,

captured by the Teazer, two guns, and not

thirty men.

Brig Amelia, captured by the JIary Ann,

one gun. -

These arc some of the more prominent ex-

nggcratinns, but the list is filled with such,

and, unfortunately for their credit, the cord has

been too tightly drawn by those veracious

chroniclers, and the arrow has, consequently,

over-shot the mark.

In the case of the Hassan, for instance, who
ever heard ' of a vessel carrying fourteen

twelve-pounders intended to be used, and a

complement of only twenty men ! It would,

however, be a waste of time to adduce further

instances of the means resorted to, through-

out the States, to blind the eyes of the public,

and, under the smoke of the seven hundred

and sixty-three guns, to conceal the real ruin

that was fast approacliing. A few individuals,

like drawers of prizes in a lottery, were fortu-

nate enough to realise large fortunes by a

series of lucky captures at the very commence-

ment of the war; but very soon these prizes

were exhausted, as we find by the 1st of De-

cember the lamentation that "it has not been

our good fortune, latterly, to record the cap-

ture of many prizes. This has not arisen

from want of activity in our many privateers,

but from the scarcity of the enemy's vessels.

Several have cruised ten thousand miles with-

out seeing an Englishman, Whi ther the Bri-

tish Government is unable to furnish the

needful convoys, or whether the commercial

mind of the nation is panic-struck by the

hardy exploits of ou;- tars, and aW] not ven-

ture forth, time will detertr.ine."

We are not at all astonished at the commer-
cial panic which at that time pcrvn,ded the

nation—the thought, that half a dozen frigates,

and as many brigs and sloops of war aided by
privateers, (some only open boats, an'' others

mounting only one gun,) had in four months
effected what the united navies of France and
Spain had failed to do, must have been indeed
a humiliating one to the Briton, and there is

not much cause for wonder that the commer-

cial eneriiies of Great Britain were paralyzed.

Five millions of dollars abstracted in five

months. We only wonder that a national

baid{ruptcy did not ensue.

Before closing this history we trust we shall

be able to make it apparent, on wliinh nation

the greater injury was wrought, and that, dur-

ing the years 1813 and '14, while Englif^h ves-

sels were in every sea, and while her flag

waved triumphantly everywhere, the Ameri-

can Marine, whether naval or commercial, was
as eftectually swept from the ocean, as if the

besom of destruction had passed over it.

Before closing the chapter a few .slmrt ex-

American Presideui's tracts from Mr. Madison's
Me».*aj,'e. Nov. 4. speech will throw some
additional light on the motives whicli prompt-

ed the American Government to prefer a war
with England to one with France, even sup-

posing that equal cau.ses of complain? had ex-

isted against both those nations. Wc give one
very significant paragraph towards the end of

the message :

" The receipts into the Treasury, during the

year ending on the 30th Sept. last, have ex-

ceeded sixteen millions and a half of dollars,

which have been sufficient to defray all the

demands on the Treasury to that day, includ-

ing a necessary reimbursement of near three

millions of the principal of the public debt. In

these receipts are included a han of necr eif/ht

million eight hnndrel and fifty thoxmnd
dollars received on account of the loans author-

ized f)y the acts of the last .session. The
whole sum actually obtained on loan amount'

ing to eleven viilloins of dodais, the residue

of which being receivable subsequent ' the

20th Sept., will, together with the rent

revenue, enable us to defray all the t nsea

of this year."

Heie we have, at once, a very obvio reason

for the choice made by the American Ciovern-

ment. We do not imagine thaf "as ever

scriou.sly contemplated that any izc*, taken

could be an equivalent to the people, generally,

for the certain drain on their resources which

a war mu.st inevitably entail, a list however of

three hundred and odd prize.s, with a certain

amount of national glory acquired, backed, too,

by nearly two millions of dollars in spsria

looked well on paper, and would not v. ly fur-

nish the Government with a satisfac. ory an-

•,
'

['
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'im

3 i

.

5! ^-

swor to any outcry tliat niiglU iirise relative to

increase of taxation, but would also romkr

Mr. Mailisou's re-election to the Presidential

chair pretty certain.

it i:i auiu.siug to note how lightly Sir. Madi-

thc Indians to act ns their allies, and that it

was only on (iiidiiip-, that the iiieniories of in-

jiii'ics perpetrated and wrongs inflicted by tho

Americans, were tiio fresh in the recollection

of the Indians and rankleil too deeply for tho

son touches on the military events that had wound to be easily forgotton, that the Aineri-

tfiken jilacc in the west. Tiio single sentence :

" Tlie cxpeilition, ncvertliclcss, terininuied

unfortunately," is deemed sullieicnt, and by

way of accounting, wc suppose, for the unfor-

tur.ite failure, a long paragraph is introduced,

rchitive to tho ]hiti.4i availing thenisclves of

the ail', of tluir Indian allies. We cannot for-

bear i|;iotii;g the passage, as it v.dll shew to

what the chief ni.igislrate of a powerful nation

can sloop to servo a selfish end :
—

" A dis-

tinguished fjature in the operations which

|ircceded and followed this adverse event, is

the use made by the enemy of thf^ merciless

savages under their influence. AVhilst the

benevolent fueling of the Uidted States invaria-

bly '.ecoaunended peace, and promoted civili

zation amongst that wreiclied portion of the

Ii'.iMinii lice, and was iwd'tng c.vertions to dh-

siuidc theiii/i'oiii lukinij eltJ'"/' sule'in tho war>

the enemy h:is not scrupled to call to his aid

their ruthless ferocity, armed ^itli the instru-

ment-; of carnage f'.'d torture, wdiich are

known to Ki)are neither tige nor sex, in

this outrage against the laws of honorable war,

and agaiu.-'t the feelings sacred to hmnanity.

the British couuuanders cannot resort to axe

plea of retaliation, for it is committed i'.\ ihe face

of our example. They cannot mitigate it, by

calling it a self-defence again;-; vatn in arms,

for it embraces the most shocking butcheries

of defenceles.i families : nor can it bo pretended

that they are not answerable for the atrocities

perpetrated, since tho savages arc employed

with tho knowledge, i d even with menaces,

that their fury cciddrH.'l be controlled. Such

is the spectacle wliic'i the Uepr.tjd authorities

of a nation, boa? ting it : re!i;rion m. 1 morality,

have not been ret;Li-'.incd tcoiu pre i ntuig to

an enhgiitened age."

This reads well, and nc iLn'ot impressed the

American mind with a ^ / sufficient and

wholesome iidi;:uation a"-' st a people who,

ifthey did no; tiicmselvcs pe\ < ^tnite atrocities,

could at leas; countenance and encourage thcni

in their alii ;s. Hut what arc the facts of the

case :—Th it it wus notorious that the Ameri-

cans exhausted every possibly means to induce I

cans began to inveigh against the Hritisli, for

their deviation from the rules of "civilized

warfare."

Besides, wo fearlessly challenge Americans

to adduce the fiagiant instances "of butch-

eries against defenceless families," mentioned

in the presidential address.

The speech fuiiii>hes, also, another very

convincing proof, thai, in siiito of all ellbrts,

tho war had not, even then, Ix come as jiopu-

lar as generally represented l»y the American

press :

—

" Among the incidents to the measures of

the war, I am constrained to advert to the re-

fusals of the governors of AFassachusetts and

Connecticut, to furnish the required detach-

ments of militia towards tho defence of the

inarittme fioiifii'i: The refusal was f^iumled

on a novel and unfoi'tunate exposition of tho

provision of the constitution relating to tho

militia.

"It is ob-'ious, thai if the authority of tho

United States to call i.ito service and command
the militia for the puVdic defence, can be thus

frustrated, even in a case of declared war, and,

of course, under apprehensions of invasion

preceding war, they are not one nation for the

purpose most of all requiring it, and that the

public safety may have no other resources

than those large and permanent military estab-

lishments which are forbidden by the princi-

ples of our free government, and against tho

necessity of which the militia were meant to

be a constitutional buhvark."

It is apparent from the tenor of this, that

.ears were entertained, even after the publica-

'ion of the list of three hundred and five

prizes, neai'ly eight hundred guns, and a large

amount of specie, with any quantity of national

glory added, that the Northerners might be

found too ready to weith the real value of

these ad.vantages against the certain disburse-

ments of dollars and cents

In short, there were fears that the North-

erners could not be easily blinded as to the

certain ruin which awaited thera commercially.
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CHAPTER VI.

CONTKNTS.

General Brock returns to York.—Complimen-

tary and congratulatory letters received by

General Brock ; (Jolonel IJaynes' opinion of

General Hull.—General situation of affairs
;

tlie effects of tlie arinisitice upon tlicui.—The

armistice, and the subiiequent policy pursued.

—Arrival of Indians, a3 a reinforcement, at

Detroit.—Ciipture of the "Detroit" and "Ca-

ledonia " by tlie Anierioans.—Escape of Gen.

Brock. Expedition against Fort Wayne
;

abandonment of onterpri^io.—Despatch of Sir

George Prevost to Sir Isaac Brock.

Aftek having legiilutcd, as far as circuin-

Gr„rral Hmck relunis
StaH'-CS WOUld admit, all

«o '^''^''''-
inatter.s, civil* and mili-

tary, in tlie west, General Brock hastened hi,s

Note.—Such was General Brock's anxiety to

return to the Niagara frontier, that, tliough unwil-

lingly, he was obliged to leave some affairs of

importance unsettled, as the following shows:—
From Lkiit. Col. Kichol, Quartermaster-General

of Militia, to Major-Gencral Broek.

» \ have just been informed by Colonel Proctor

tiiat he intends sending an express to-morrow to

Vnri George, which gives me an opportunity to

forward a few printed copies of your proclama-

tion, and to inform you tiiat in order to carry it

into elfect, it lias ))een found absolutely necessary

return to the Xincrara frontier, leaving all tho
force he couM spare at Detroit, under General
Proctor, and on his way thither, while on hia
voyage across Lake Eric, in the sdiooncr
Chippewa, ho received the fir.st intelligenco
of the armistice, which Sir George Prevost
and General Dearborn, the American com-
mander, had concluded. This intelligence

occasioned the deepest regret to General Brock,
as his foresight enabled hiin at once to per-
ccive tliatthe plans, which he hud been matu-
ring for an attack on Sackett's Baibor, must
now necessarily he abandoned. His mortifi-

cation must have been excessive at finding
that the fruits of his successes in the west,
which he was now prepared to gather, would
be thus, in all probability, lost.

Without joining in the outcry raised against
Sir^ George ]»revost, this armi.ticc deserves
.serious consideration, as its operations tended

to organize tho civil government. Under exist

iug circumstances, I have advised Colonel Proctor

to assume the administration uiuil your pleasure

is known, to whicii ho has agreed, and the neces-

sary arrangements conse(iuent thereto have been
adopted and promulgated. In Judge Woodv\ard,
who has been appointed secretary pro tem, ho
will find an able eoa ijutor

; and as your object

un loubtedly was to tranquillize the public mind,
and to ^ivc the inhabitants a proof of the moder-
ation and benevolence of His Majesty s Govern-
ment, as well as to ensure the due administration

of the laws, I do not think a more judicious

choice could have been made. In all the discus-

6

J

sions which took place on this subject, Colonel

I

Proctor did me the honour to consult me ; and

j

I have no hesitation in saying, that I urged liiiu

I

to the stop he has taken, of which I hope you
I

will, as it isj only temporary, approve. It has

I

not been in iny power as yet to send a statement

j

of all that we have captured, as the property is

'so scattered, but I hope to finish this week.

I

We got upwards of £1,200 in money, and havo
i sent down a hundred packs worth, I suppose,

I

£1,500 more. I have reason to tiiink the cap-
tared property will not be much under £40,000.

I We have still 350 prisoners to ship off, but I
hope to get rid of them in a few days. Public
confidence ^eeins to be partially restored ; busi-
ness i5 again going on, and I hope that the coun-
try will become perfectly quiet.

It is impossible for me to s.ay when I shall get
done here. I hope, however, it will not be long.
I regret that we are not able to send you com-
plete returns of everything; but the captured
property is iu so many different places, and so
scattered, that it. cannot be done.

)
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niuti'i-ially to strciigtlit'ii anil favor tlio fnltire
' makes use of tlic t'Xi'ressicn "to jiivi' dclaj'

niovi'iiieiits of the cni'iny, whilst tho opportu-

nity of maldn-; a (lcci>ive attack on the Ame-

rican positions was thrown away. General

for the arrival of reiniVirctnu'nts, nn<l a supply

of [)rovisi(ins," now we have already shewn in

Col. Cass's letter to the Secretary at War,

Brock was most desirous, ere the enemy should' that Ccneral liuli's catastroi'lie was to he

recover from the panic into which General ' aserihed neither to the wiuit ofoneiiortho

Hull's catastrophe had thrown them, to profit, other,—"that we were far superior to the

to the utmost, hy vigorous and active move- enemy, that npon any ordinary firincii)le of

ments; but he now found himself compelled calculation we would have defeatid them, the

to remain inactive, whilst he felt that prompt wounded and indignant feelings of every man

measures alone could ensure ultimate success, there will testify ;" again, "the state of our

The transport of the American store,:,* ord- piwisons has not generally heen understood,

nance and provisions, of each of which they I

<^n ^hc day of surrender we had fifteen days

wer -.uch in want, not l.eing prohihited by !

provisions of every kind on hand. Of nie.nt

that a.mistice, was acco:.liugly protected and
|

"'^''<' ""^ l''">'y '" ''^^ country, and arrange-

liuilitated by it on Lake Ontario, and along ,

"";'"''; ^'^'} 1'"'" '"^"''c fo"" ;'"'c»i'Y'>'K "'y}

the Niagara frontier, beyond their most san

guine expectations.

' grinding the ilom-. It was caleulati d we could

readily procure three months provisions, inde-

pendent of one hundred and liCly barrels of
"Most fortunatelyt Hull's business was set-

tled by capitulation before the armistice was

known to him or to General Brock, for had it

reached him in time, he, ofcourse, would gladly
,
_ . . , ^ . „ , ...

, , 1 . ^ -11 . w • 7 iuiism under taptam lirusn, withm reach ot
\ia.\(i -AccitTpWaxiyio go no d( layjor the arrival

\ . ,. ,, ,

flour, and one thousand three hurdrcd head of

cattle which had been forwaided from the

State of Ohio, and which remained at the rive-

of reinforcements, and a svpphj ofprovisions,

from which would have resulted the salvation

of his army, the pnjudicial consequences

whereof are incalculable ; for had a knowledge

of it reached the Indian nations at that time,

Buch it disgust and distrust must thereby have

been e.a-ited, as could never have been re-

moved; and th' first effects of which would,

probably, have .:ppeared in the immediate

dispersion of the Indians, whose powerful and

indispensable aid, at that early period of the

contest, would have been totally lost to us.

To the fiicts above stated I must add the ex-

traordinary circumstance, that a staff- officer

wivs sent express from Montreal to Upper

Canada, to prevent General Brock from pro-

ceeding to the Western District, but which

most happily was prevented from taking effect,

by the extraordinary rapidity of the move-

ments of that zealous and gallant officer, who

had proceeded thither before the olBcer so

sent could reach him."

We are as little desirous of entering into a

defence of Sir George Prevost, as of making a

the armj'." Now, these passages prove dis

tinctlj' that Genera' Brock's success was in no

way attributable to the destitute state of his

opponents, but was solely to be ascribed to

his own energy and tactics. We do not think

that Veritas meant in any degree to lessen the

credit due to General Brock, on the contrary,

his letters have all a direct tendency the other

wa)'; but we do think that, in his anxiety to

establish a strong case against Sir George

Prevost, he has, inadvertentl}', strengthened

the hands of General Hull's apologists. With

respect to Sir George Prevost the case is still

more unfair, he .says, " In short, military fore-

sight, anticipation, or counteraction of possi-

ble or probable movements or designs of the

enemy, formed no p.art of Sir George's system

of operations." Now, how was it possible for

Sir George, hampered as he was by instruc-

tions from the English ministry, to run coun-

ter to the express orders he had received.

What does Sir George say in his letter of

August 30th to General Brock ? " The king's

government having most unequivocally ex-

pressed to me their desire to preserve peace
case against him, but the above strikes us as

scarcely fair, . ..her to General Rrock or to Sir
^^^^^ the United States, that they might, unin

George Prevost. In the first \>liice, Veritas

• Vide the letters of VeriHw,

\ Ibid.

terrupted, pursue, with the whole disposable

force of the country, the vast interests com-

mitted in Europe, I have endeavoured to be

instrumental in the ftceomplisbment of *heir

views
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views ; but I considor it most fi)rtuniitc tlmt T

have been enablcil to do so without interfer-

ing' witliyour operation.-i on tlie Detroit. I am

in lioiirly expecliition of rcceivinj^ fromCIen.

Dearborn inteliij^cnce respecting tlie reception

avail liimself of (liose favorable cireun\stanecs,

your lonlsliip will, I trnst, be satislio'l, from

(lie letter which I have the honor of trana-

mittinn;.

"J laving thns broiijrht to yonr lordship's

of the proposed suspension of hostilities, in
I

view the dilForent cireiimstansps which havo

5

consequence of the revocation of the orders in

Council, which are the plea for war on the part

of the Amei'ican Cabinet." *)*"[ con-

sider the arrangement entered into by fiencral

Dearl)orn, with Colonel Daynes, requiring the

confirmation of tlio President, to establish iti'

sacredncss,"

In his anxiety to criminate Sir flcorgo,

Veritas is again unfair, for speaking of him,

(page 2(1) he writes, " lb; was mainly a pas-

sive instrunient at that time ; neither did he

give any oi'ders or impulse." * * * * "In

the whole of these events, all that he had to

do was to reap the fruits of what others had

done, and it would be supposed that all was

owing to Sir George." When we come

to consider the testimony of (ieneral Brook's

biographer, his own nejihew, we shall discover

that whatever Sir George Provost's immediate

friends may have done, to Sir George i.imself,

at all events, cannot be ascribed the desire of

shining in borrowed plumage. Mr. F. Brock

Tapper's evidence will prove this—"as we

have already commented on Sir George Pro-

vost's management of the war, and shall have

occasionally to do so again, we gladly givk

niM ciiEDiT FoiJ THE VEKv RANDSOME manner in

which he spoke of Major General Brock, in his

despatch to Lord Bathurst, one of Ills Majes-

ty's principal Secretaries of State, announcing

the surrender of Detroit, and dated Montreal,

26th August, 1812."

The extracts from the despatch, however,

will prove this still more effectually :

—

" It was under these circumstances, at this

critical period, and when the enemy were be-

ginning to consult their security by entrench-

ing themselves, that General Brock entered

Amherstburg with a reinforcement, which he

was fortunately enabled to do on the 13th

instant, without the smallest molestation,in con-

sequence of our decided naval superiority on

the lakes. To his active and intelligent mind,

the advantages which his enemys's situation

afforded him over them, even with his very

inferior force, were immediately apparent;

and that he has not failed most effectually to

led to the successfid termination of the cam-
paign in the western fj'ontier of Upper Canada,

I cannot withhold from Mnjor General Brock
the tribute of a]>plause so justly due to him
for his distinguished conduct on this occasion

;

or omit to recommend him, throuj^h yonr
lordship, to tlu- favorable consi<leration of his

lloj'al Highness the Prince llej!;ent, for tho

great ability and judgment witli which he

l)lanned, and tlie promptitude, energy, and
fortitude with which he has ctt'ecled, tho pre-

servation of Upper Canada, with the sacrifice

of so little British blood in accomplishing so

imjiortant a service."

This is scarcely tho language which Sir

(ieorgc would have made use of had he been
really desirous "to reap the fruits of what
others bad sown ;" that it had not that effect,

at all events, is pretty plain from Lord Ba-

thurst's reply:—"I have had the honor of

receiving your despatch, dated the 2Cth Aug-
ust, together with its enclosures from Major

G'^neral Brock, and I lost no time in laying

.itcHigencc so important and satisfactory be.

fore his Royal Highness the Prince Regent.

" I am commanded by his Royal Highness

to take the earliest opportunity of conveying

his approbation of the aiu.e, jlmiicious, and
DECISIVE conduct of Major General Brock, r.;

the zeal and spirit manifested by Col. Proctor

and the other officers, as well as of the intre-

pidity of the troops under the command of

Major General Brock.

"By the united exertions of this little army,

the enterprise of the Americans has been de-

feated; thcterritoriesof his Majesty in Upper
Canada have been secured ; and on the ene-

my's fort of Detroit, so important to that se-

curity, the British standard has been happily

placed.

" You will inform Major General Brock that

his Royal Highness—taking into consideration

all the difficulties by which he was surrounded,

from the time of the invasion of the province

by tho American army, under the command
of General Hull, and the singular Judgment^

skill, firmness, and courage with which ho was
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i'lf

cnublud to Hurinount thoin so ciructually—ha-

bccn jjlt'usuJ to apimint liiin an extra Kniijli

ofiliu .Most Iloiioraljlc Order of the Hatli."

'I'liis prompt action taken by the Britisli

Ministry in tlie re('0|»nition of what was (hie

by a grateful country, to one who had so wel

and eC.lcienlly served her, should exonerate

yir (Jeorge I'revost from tlio imputation ol

ftttern[)ting to lessen General IJrock's claims

to di->t:n(\ion,—and -.vilh resjiect to " tln'

vaeillaliiig measures pursued by hitn on al|

occasions," it should bo borne in niin I that it.

is a most hazardous thing for a commanding

ollieer to run counter to instructions wli^re

the course of conduct to be pursued was so

expressly deliued. All liiatcan be hoped ibr,

at hMt, in case of success, is " not to be

blamed," while, in the event of failure, sure

and certain ruin must be the inevitable result.

It is more than probable that when wo

cor.ie to the consiileralijii of the conse([ueni-es

of the policy pursuetl by Sir CJeorge Prevo.st,

we .shall find ample grounds for regret that a

dilferent course had not been adopted, but

there is a wide diiference between seeing that

a measure has turned out a wrong one, and

discovering the real parties to whom the blame

should properly attach. The letters of Veritas

should, therefore, be cautiously received, as,

although, they are most valuable from the

fund of information they contain ; they arc,

nevertheless, tinctured with a spice of party

feeling from which \vc are, at this latter time,

perhaps more free.

1".." following note (see page 25) in refer-

ence to the Editor of the Quebec Gazette,

wi'l show this pretty clearly :—"This gentle-

man (the Editor of the Quebec Gazette) is

now calling out for a truce or armi.stice,

which would doubtless be very convenient for

the purpose of his party, in order that the

poison infused by his other false representa-

tions, might take full effect, by withholding

the antidote of tr.uth; but that cannot be,

after such continued deceptions, and more

especially after the most impudent and two-

per-cent doctrine, promulgated by that editor,

wherein he makes the approval of Sir George's

measures, the criterion of loyalty; conse-

quently, by that rule, those who stirred them-

selves most actively in the support of the

'Government during the war, and at its com-

aiencenient marched to suppress an insurrec.

ii(!i striking nt the vitals of our defence, are

I) be held as disljj-al ; and the insurjrents

.villi their a'letter-!, at thut lime, \."un\ men
;uid true— for true it is, that most of the for-

mer arc noua Idressees, whilst ail the latter

are addressees."

Amongst the various congratulatorj' letters

CoMiriiineiiinry mid addressed to General

r.i.uxHi i.y Uuh.riil 1'1'ock, on tlus occasion,
Ur.cii. C..1. I!i,y„...s;

^^.^. p^,,],! g^,|^,^.^. „,,,„y
c>|>lllli>||

iii<;i.

of licmral

that would tend to show

iiow unfair it would be to assume that any

altem^it had been made by Sir (Jeoige Pievost

10 prolil by the deeds of another, or to depiivo

Genend IJrock of any part of his lame. One,

however, will suffice, from the Chief Justice of

Lo.ver C:'.nail;i, where Sir George J'revost's

popularity was deservedly very great, and

where his iuduence was doubtless most felt.*

From the whole tenor these letters it is

easy to perceive that credit was given where

thie, and that tJeiieral Uroek was not deprived

of the glor}' he had so deservedly won.

From a letter of Col. JJaynes to General

Brock, it is apparent that General Hull inspir-

ed a very dilferent sort of feeling amongst his

captors. Col. Baynes says, " Sir George has

consented to allow General Hull to return

upon his parole, he is loud in his complaints

against the Government at Washington, and

the General thinks that his voice, in the gene-

ral cry, may be attended with beneficial efl'ects,

and has allowed him to return and enter the

lists. General Hull aprears to possess less

feeling and sense of shame than any man in his

situation could be supposed to do. He seems

to be perfectly satisfied with himself, is lavish

of censure upon his Government, but appears

to think that the most scrupulous cannot at-

tiich the slightest blame to his own immediate

conduct at Detroit. The grounds upon which

he rests his defence are not, I fancy, well

founded, for he told us that he had not, at

*In your present situation, I am perfectly sen-

sible of your occupations, and know that your

time ia precious. Yet I take the liberty to intrude

upon you with my congratulations upon the

brilliant success which has attended the measures

which you have pursued with so much judgment
in Upper Canada, and the thanks of an individual

who feels the benefits which he, in common with

every other subject of his majesty in British

America, derived from your ezertiona.
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Detroit, guniiowiler for tlio sorvicu of onod.iy.

iSir (iuorgo has slu lievvn him tlio ietiiin of

the lart;o siiiiply fouml in llie fort ; it 'liil not

create a hliish, hut he iiia.lo no reply. He

professes greul surprise nnd fuhni. jition at t!ie

ZCiil ami military prepanitioa tliat he has every

wliere wiliiesseil; that it was entirely uiilookeil

for, ail 1 that he lias n i ilmht tint his t'rieinl,

(Ifraral DearborM, wi'.l >li;ir.' his fite, if ho Ins

the inipriiileiii;e to follow his exainjile, Hull

seems cunning ami unprincijiletl : how niueli

reliance is to be placed on his professions, time

will she^v."

Before entering on the con'-idoration of tlir

Oi'iicriil simniiim of arinis*'''i»
•' '.heexpc-

alFlir*. lIl'TllrcH nf llie .,
arinimi! e u|)i)ii iliKiii. di( u ca-^t a rapid

glance at the general j.osition of allairs in hoth

Provinces, al that time, and to examine how far

tho enemy's nlans were cither promoted or im-

peded thereby.

On the confines of Lower Canada, lar^e

bodies of Americm troops were stationed, and

each day was adding to their numbers, a des-

cent ,ipon Montreal by S.. John's an(l Odell-

town bemg evidently tho object in contempla-

tion. At Niagara, and along tho whole of that

frontier, (General Van Ranselaer was indefati-

gable in his exertions and had already assemb-

led so formidable a force as to afford serious

grounds for apprehension
; on the part of Gen.

IJrock, that an irruption, at no distant date,

might be expected in that quarter. Furtherwest-

wnrd General Harrison was actively employed

in niising troops, and concentrating tlicm

about the river Raisin, near Detroit, with the

intention of recapturing that position. Ac-

cording to some American .accounts tho hopes

of this olHcer were sanguine. General .Vrm-

strong, after noticing several desultoiy attacks,

by the Kentucky and Ohio militia, against

sonic Indian settlements, observes " such was
the state of things on the western frontier,

when the Government, having decided the

rival pretensions of (ienerals Winchester and
Harrison, vested in the latter the command of

the army and district : with order.s sufficiently

definite, as to the objects to be pursued, but

entirely discretionary as to the time and mode
of pursuing them." Availing himself of the

iir.st proposal of recapturing Detrdt by a coup

lie miihi* he planned a march by three sepa-

rate and distinct routes ai'ross the swampy and

uninhabited region in his front to the rapids

of the Miami—whence, after accumulaf iiig ono

million of rations for the troops, and forage for

two thou-^and hirses and oxen, he proposed

marching ra|iidly on l>rownstown, cros.sing the

river Delroit, and before tho coiiimenccmcnt

of winter, taking ^Lildeii and recapluring tho

.Miidiigaii territoiy.

Sucli was tho jiosition of affairs along tho

wdiole frontier of both the Canadas ; and wo
will now {)roceed to show what were tho

efJecta of (according to N'eritas) the deadly

armistice entered into by Sir George Prcvost.

'J'lie .Vmerican commander-in-chief. General

,„, . . , Dearborn, a short time
The Armislico, nnil '

!li(! suii.- eiiuLiii pulley after the comineiicenieot
'"'"""

of hostilities, fixed his

quarters at Greenbush, near Albany, where

he had formed a ini'itary depot, " with a

view," says Christie, " of collecting an army

to overawe I.owt r Canada, and, by preventing

succours being sent to the upper province,

afford General Hull every facility for the nc-

complislunent of his designs in that quarter."

About the commenceiiient of August lie re-

ceived despatches from Sir George Prcvost,

I>y the Adjutaiit-(!!ener.al, Colonel Bayncs,

bearing a flag uf truce notifying the repeal of

the orders in Council, infoiiuation whereof

latitude given by this new and increased au-

thority, t!ie General hastened to remodel his; i . .i < ii • i i . , ••" v .1 41.1 '">
iii^iy to c.,|.,.v Uieir own foiMer, is absolutely im-

plan of campaigns and promptly rejecting his
j
possible."—.J/tJ/t^s ]]\ir,jKiffc 107.

* While actiii;^' in a Hiiboriliiuite eajiaeity to

Wiiielu'sfer, the General had no doubt of being

able, witli a few niounted mm, to rc-tiike Detroit

l)y a coup di'iintin, and was ca.oful to iiitorin the
(biveniiiieiit ol'liis plans niul their priicticability.

Wiieii, however, by moans of this and otiier re-

preseiitatir)iis, having the same object, lie lieeanic

coiuinaiurnig oHieer of the army and (iistiiet, his

views smldeiily changed ; tlie rapid .uid certain

process of a coup (h main was abaiuloiicil ns liopc-

iess, and one more systematic and imposing; sub-

stituted for it, re(iuirin;i; as a preliininary to any
direct inovenieiit on Muldcn or Detroit, an accu-

inr.latioii of twelve months' provisions and forage,

with carts, wagixons, &c., to transport them from

j

the place of deposit to the scene of iiclion, or, in

I

other words, the entire purehi'.sc of all surplus
I corn, flour or fodiler, oxen, horses, carts, warrirong,

I kc., to be found witliin the state of Ohio ; and

I

this at a time ('22iid of October,) wlien he says of

I

the roads, '' to get siipjilios firward tlirouL'h a
I swampy wilderness of more than two hundred
miles, in wagiioiis, or on pack-horses, which are
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armistice, to use the waters of the Ontario, as

a common ami unilistiirlicd hij;luvay for the

purposes of transpor ation. My interview

with General SIieiifTe, in tliis mission, was one

full of interest, as was anticipated. The terms

proposed bj' me were met not only by objec-

tions, but at first by an unequivocal refusal to

accede to them. The following clause, pro-

posed and insisted on, on the part of the

British General, will serve to show how wide

of each other wore our respective views and

interests, ' It is moreover to be distinctly

understood, that there is not anything in the

foregoing articles, to be construed into granting

facilities for the forwarding of troops, stores,

&c. which did not exist before the declaration

of the armistice, further than they are to pass

unmolestod as therein provided, in the mode

and by the waters assigned to them prior to

the cessation of hostilities.' The result of a

protracbo I discussion, however, was an agree-

ment which confined the restrictions to the

movement of troops, stores, &c. to the country

above Fort Erie, and left such movcracntfi

elsewhere entirely unshackled and free.

" The importance of this arrangement has

never been suiHciently appreciated. The im-

mediate and pressing necessity for it on our

part, was, that without it, the ordnance and

supplies intended for the army, having been

collected at Oswego, were not likely ever to

reach us, the roads were impassable, especially

for heavy cannon, and the highway of the

lake was beset by a triumphant enemy. As

soon as the negotiation was successfully com-

pleted, an express was dispatched to Col.

i'eawick at Oswego, to move on with his

supplies with all possible expedition. But

Goneral Van Rmselacr was enabled to use

this advantage for another purpose of even

greater importance to the service.—Xo sooner

was the way open, than an express was sent

to Og lensburgh with an onler for the removal

of nine vessels from that place to Sackett's

Harbor. To this movement was Commodore
Ciiauncey indebted for the ascendancy which

he, for a lime, was enabled to maintain on the

lake, and without which the subsequent

descent on Little York could not have been

attempted."

It is now for the reader to weigh well the

position of Sir George Provost. He bad re-

ceived certain instructions from homo which

he was bound to obey : a particular line o

"

conduct presented itself which would confer

certain advantages on the enemy, but which

he saw th it ne could also turn to his own
profit : forbearance towards America was tho

policy which he had been ordered to adopt

:

should he then be blamed because, in pursu-

ance of his instructions, and in hopes of a

speedy termination of the differences with

.Vmerica, he endeavored, by temporising, to

avoid measurer? tending to widen the breach

and give cause to the American people to

embark heartily in the quarrel of their go-

vernment.

In addition to the above reasons, it should

also be borne in mind, that Sir G( orge was

conscious of his inferior strength, and was

pretty well aware that at this juncture there

was but little hope that such reinforcements

could be expected, from any quarter, as would

enable him to adopt any other than a defensive

system. Whatever errors of judgment we
may, at a later period of our narrative, find

cause to attribute to Sir George Prevost,

so far we can scarcely blame him for avoiding

the risk of weakening his already small force

in hazardous enterprises which, in case of

failure, must end in certain ruin to the pro-

vinces committed to his charge.

A few extracts from the letters of Veritas

will serve to prove how anxious Sir George's

enemies were to find something to condemn

in his measures. We have already, in for-

mer chapters, shewn how unexpected by

Great Britain was a declaration of war on

the part of the United States. Vfe havo

shewn the forbearance and conciliatory at-

titude of the English ministry ;—we havo

brought before our readers proofs that the

wa.' was not popular with the majority of the

inhabitants of the United States, certainly not

with tho reflecting part of the community; in

short, we have proved distinctly that tho war

was unexpected, and that, even at the eleventh

hour, there were sound reasons for calculating

that an amicable arrangement would be enter-

ed into. According to Veritas, soon after Sir

(Jeorge's arrival in Canada, " ho made a rapid

tour through the upper part of this province

;

no doubt for the purpose of viewing it with a

military eye, and thereby personally judging

of the best positions for defence, in case of

need. This was highly proper, but like

"n.

' =1'
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many other excursions, no visi .tie result fol-

lowed.

" 7^e winter of 1811 passed on without any

preparations contemplative of war, (the before-

mentioned niilitiivact excepted,) notwithstand-

ing the fuhninations in Congress against u.«,

during all that winter : the open avowel of

their designs upon Canada, and the actual

spreading of tlie cloth for Mr. Peter P>. Porter's

war feast, as announced in the committee of

Congress, whereof he was the organ.

"The two internal keys of the province,

viz.—Isle-aux Noix and Coteau du Lac, were

either despised or overlooked in that tour, not

withstanding tlie importance decidedly given

to the former, especially by the French engi-

neers, and by General Ilaldimand, who was

an able judge of positions, and who had ex-

pended a large sum of money in fortifying it,

in the former xVmcrican war.

" The cause of the neglect I know not with

certainty, but the flict is, that Isle-aux-Noix

was not occupied until some time after the

war, and might have been seized by the enemy,

had he then possessed sufficient military capa-

city to estimate its value. Coteau du Lac was

not occupied until the summer of 1813.

"Not a gun-boat or vessel was built in the

river Richelieu, at, or above St. John's, or even

thought of, until the Almighty threw into the

power of the brave 100th Picgiment and a few

a'tillery, in garrison at Isle-aux-Noix, two of

the enemy's armed vessels, which were cap-

tured in a most gallant style, by the aid of a

gun-boat or two, built, by order cf Sir James

Craig, at Quebet, which had been conveyed

overland to St. John's ; and which captures

formed the basis of a flotilla for Lake Cham-
plain, and first suggested the idea of endeavor-

ing to command it.

" It has been matter of surprise to many,

why a number of flat-boats, capable of carry-

ing heavy guns, were never built at Lachine,

to be stationed below the Cascades, at Isle

I'errault, or wherever else on Lake St. Louis

might have been considered most advisable

and convenient, for a rapid movement to at-

tack the enemy if thoj- descended the St. Law-

rence, inmiediately after passing the rapids of

the Cedars, before they could collect together

and form ; it being certuin that their boats

must necessarily sault or pass the rapids un-

connected, and by comparison as it were, in

Indian-file, or in sections ofa very small front

;

consequently, their discomfiture would have

been easy, had they been met immediately

after by a respectable numlier of our armed

boats, ready and fresh for the attack."

What is here complained of is, first, that no

results followed Sir George's tour through the

provinces on first assuming the government.

We are rather at a loss to know what results

were looked for, or could have been expected,

to us it appears that all Sir George wanted

was to make himself personally master of the

different points most exposed to attack, and

capable of being easily made defensible ; tliis

he did by personal inspection, and having

gained the information he re(iuired, he was

prepared in case of necessity to make use of

it. We do not see that Sir George would have

been warranted, in a young and poor colony,

to waste its resources on works that it was

very uncertain would be required.

The next complaint is, that the winter of

1811 was suffered to pass over without any

preparation contemplative of war. The pas-

sage, we presume, that is here alluded to in

Mr. Porter's speech, and which we giv,; at

length below,"* is as follows:—"In short, it

Mr. Porter said that the house wore prot)nbly

expecting from the committee on foreign relations

some explanation of tlieir views in reporting tlie

rcsolutiona now under consiilcnition, in ailditioii

to the general exposition of tliein eontuined in the

report itself. Tlie committee themselves felt thnt

such explnnations were due, iimaimieh as they had
only reported in part, and had intimated their in-

tention to follow up those resolutions, should they

be adopted, by the reconiniendution of ulterior

measures.

The eommittee, Mr. P. said, after examining
the various documents aeconipanying the presi-

dent's message were sntisfied, as lie presumed
every member of the house wns, that all hopes of

accomodation must be abandoned. When tlicy

looked at the eonespondciicc between the two

governments ; when they observed the miseraldo

shifts and evasions (for tlicy were entitled to no

better appelation) to which Great Britain resorted

to excuse the violations of our niuritime rights, it

was impossible not to perceive tlmt her conduct
towards ns was not regulated even liy her own
se'>se of justice, but solily by a regard to the pro-

bitble extent of our forbearance. The last six

years have been marked by a series of jirogressive

encroacliniPiits on our rijriils ; and llie jirineiples

by which she publicly upheld her aggressioiif,

were as iiiutiible as licr eoiiduet. \\c had seen

her one year advancing doctrines which the year

before she had reprobated. We had seen her one

day eaptmiiig our vessels under pretexts, which

ou the preceding day she would have been ashauicd
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was the determination of tho comnnttec to

recommend open and decided war a war as

vigorous and effective as the resources of the

country, and the relative situation ofourselves

and our enemj'' would enalile us to prosecute,"

This we admit was pretty strong language

and was used on the Cth of December, ISll.

On the 8th of December, however, we find

Mr. Chceves, from the committee appointed

or afiaiil to avow. Indectl, said Mr. P., she seems

to have been constantly and ca''efull_v feolinjx our

pulse, to aseertain what portions we would bear;

and if we go on submitting to one indignity after

another, it will not bo long before we slmll see

British subjects, not oidy taking our property in

our Imrbours, but trampling on our persons in the

streets of onr cities.

Having become convinced that all hopes, from
further negociation were idle, the comnuttee, Mr.

P. said, were led to the considi'ration of another
question which was—whether the maritime rights

which Great Britain is violating were such as we
ought to support at the hazard and expense of a

war? And he believed he was correct in stating

that the committee was unanimously of the opinion

they were. The committee thought that the orders

in council so far as they go to interrupt our dirfct

trade, that is, the carrying the productions of this

country to a market in the ports of friendly nations,

and returning with the proceeds of them—ought
to be re.sisted by war. How far we ought to go in

support of what is commonly called the carn/inrf

trade, although the question was agitated iii the
committee, no definitive opinion was expressed.

—It was not deemed necessary, at this time, to

express such an opinion, ina.imuch as the injury we
sustain by the inhibition of this trade is merged in

the greater one to our direct trade.

Tlie orders in council, Mr. P. said, of which
there seemed now to be no prospect of a speedy
repeal, certainly none during tlic continuance of
the present war, authorising the capture of our
vessels bound to and from ports where British

conuncrce is not favourably received ; and as that
nation is at war with most of the civilized world,

the effoct was (as he understood) from those who
had much better information on the subject than
he could pretend to, tocutupat once, about three
fourths of our best and mo^^t profitable commerce.
It was impossible that the mercantile or asricnltural

interests of the United States, which on the quest ion

of a right to the direct trade could never be sepa-
rated, could submit to such impositicms. It was
his opinion that going upon the ground of a mere
pecuniary calculation, a calculation of profit and
loss, it would be for our interest to go to war to

remove the orders in council, rather than to sub-
mit to them, even during the term of their probable
contiuuarice.

But there was another point of view in which
the subject presented itself to the connnittee, and
that was as regarded tho charaoter of the ccnmtry.
Wo were a young nation, ami he hoped we cher-
ished a little pride and spirit, as well as a great
dealofjustiee and moderation. Our situation was
not unUke that of a young man just entering iuto

in that part of the President's message whi<'h

relates to the naval force of the United States,

and to the defence of the maritime frontier,

making the following report, in part :

—

" The connnittee to whom was referred so

much of the President's message of the 5th tf

November, 1811, as relates to the defence of

our marilinie frontier, report, in part, that two

communicali(ms from the Secretary at War,

life, and who, if he tamely sulmiitted to cool,

deliberate, intentional iiidi;;nity, might .~afely eal'

eulate to l)e kicked and cutVod fur tiie whole re-

mainder of his life; or, if ho should aflerwaids

undertake to retrieve his character, nnist do it at

ten tim(!s the expense which it would have cost

him at first to support it. We should clearly un-

derstand and define those rights which as a nation

we ought to support, and we should suppoit them
at every hazard. If there be any sucii thing as

rif^hts between nations, surely the people of the

lln'itcd States, occupying the half of a continent,

have a right to navigate the seas, witbout being

molested by the inhabitants of the little island of

Great Britain.

It was under these views of the subject that tlie

committee did not hesitate to give it as their

opinion, that we ought to go to war in opposition

to the orders in council. But as to the extent of

the war and the time when it should be conmienced,

there would be of course some diversity of senti-

ment, in the house, as there was at first in the

committee.

That we can contend with Great Britain openly

and even-handed on the clement wlwro she injures

us. it would l)e folly to pretend. Were it even in

our power to build a navy which should be able to

cope with hers, no man who has any regard for

the happiness of the people of thiseo\nitry, would
venture to advi^'e such a measure. All the fame
and glory which the British navy has acquired at

sea, have been dearly paid for in the sufferings

and misery of that ill-fated people at home—suf-

ferings occasioned in a great measure by the ex-

pense of that stupendous esrablishnient. But
without such a navy, the United States could make
a serious impression upon Great Britain, even at

sea. We could ImIvc, within six months after a

declaration of war, hundreds of prmiteem in every

part of tho ocean. We could harrass, if not des-

troy, the vast and profitable commerce which she

is constantly carrvinij on to every part of this con-

tinent. We could destroy her fisheries to the

north ; we could depredate upon hcreonnneice to

the West India islands which is pas.'-iiig by our

doors ; we could annoy her trade along the coast

of South America ; we could even carry the war

to her own shores in Europe. But, Mr. I', said,

there was another place where we C()uld attack

her, and where she would feel our powerstill more
sensibly. We could deprive her of her extensive

)irovinees lying along our borders to the north.

Tlie^e provinces were not oidy immensely valuable

in themselves, but almost iiiilispensable to the exis-

tence of Great Britain, cut oil' nM she now is in a

gieat measure from the north of Europe. He had

been credibly informed that the exports from

.S •'
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—which accompany this report,—which were

made in reply to queries propounded by the

coniniittec, contain the best information on the

subject wliioh they have been able to collect.

" That one of them contains an cnnmeration

of the permanent fortilications which have

But that sonic additional works are deemed
necessary, the precise extent of which C(tn«(/4

at present he determined^

It is apparent from the tenor of this report,

that witii a great portion of the American

people, the prospects of a war were by no

been completed or commenced, with remarks
|

means certain. We would also remind the

on the troops necessar}"- to garrison them,
j

realer of various extracts, we made in the

That for the completion ofworks already com- introductory part of this narrative, of a ileci-

menced, nofurther appropriation is requisite.

Quebec alona amounted durinj^ the last year, to

neat' six millions of dollars, ami most of tliese too

in articles of the first necessity—in ship timber
and in provisions for the support of her lleets and
armies. By carryiuf? on such a war as he had
described, at the public expense, ou l.md, and by
individual enterprise at sea, we should be able in

a short tune to remunerate ourselves tuiifold for
,

for all the spoliations she had conuuittcd on our
commerce.

It was with a view to make preparations for

such a war, that the counnittee had ofl'ered the
j

resolutions on the table. Whether the means i

recommended were adequate to the object, or
j

whether they were best adapted to the enil, it
|

would lie for the house, wheti they came to (lis-
|

cuss them suparatidy, todeterunno. Ferhimsctlf.
:

Mr. P. said, and he- presumed such were the feel-

injfs of all tlie members of the coiumitteo, he
j

should have no oljectious to aey nu)diliv!atii)ns of

them which niif,dit be agreeable to the house, so '

that the ^^reat object was still retained. If thrsc

resolutions, or any other similar to them in ol jeet,
\

Bhould pass ; it was then the intention of the '

counnittee, as soon as the forces contemplated to

be raised should be in any tolerable state of pre- .

p iration, to recounuend the employment of them
j

for the [lurpose for which they shall have been
raised, uidess Great Britain shall, in the mean time,

I

have done u> justice. In short, it was the deter-

!

miuation of the counnittee to recommend open
\

and decided war—a war as vigorous aiul ctrective
I

as the resources of the country, and the relative
'

situation of ourselves and our eueuiy would enable
j

us to prosecute.
|

The counnitti'e, Mr. P. said, have not recom-

1

mended this course of m<'asures without a full

sense of the high responsibility which tluiy have
j

taken upon themselves. They are aware that

;

war, even in its best and I'airi'st form, is an evil

deeply to bi- di'preeated : But it is sometimes, and
on few occasions perhaps more tliau on this, a i

neci ss u'y evil. I'm- myself, I confess I have aj)-

1

proaeued the suhjeet not only with ditlidence but

with awe: But 1 will not shrink frnm my duty

because it is arduous or unpleasant, anil I can mn-^t

religiously declare that I ueveracted uiulerstron::er

or clearer couviciions of duty tliau I do now in re-

,

couuiiending these f>rei)aratory measures ; or, i

than I shall ultimately in reconnnendiiig war, in

case Great Biitiiiu shall not have rescinded her
j

orders in council, and made some sati.-fictory

arrangements in respect to the impressineut of

of our seamen. If there should be any gentlemen
,

ia tile house who were not satisfied that we ought I

dcdly pacific tone, (Mr. Sheffey's of Virgiina,

not to go to w.ar for our maritime rights, Mr. P.

earnestly desires them not to vote for the resolu-

tions. Do not, said he, let us raise aruues, unless

we inteml to employ them. If wo do in>t mean
to support the rights and honor of the country,
let us not drain it of its resources.

Mr. P. said he was aware that th^re were many
gentlemen in the house who were iiir>-atisfied that

the counnittee had not gone further and recoui-

niended aii iunnediute declaration of war, or the
adoption of some measures which woidd have
instantly preeipitatc<l us into it. But heeoiifessed

such was not his opinion. He had im iilea of

p'unging ourselves headlong into a war with a
powerful iiatiim, or even a respectable iiiovinee,

when we had not three regiments of men to s|)are

for that service, lie hoped that we should not
be influenced liy the howling of newspupers, nor
by a fear that the s|)irit of the twelfth congress
WMii'd lie questioiiC'l, to al)au(l(Mi the plainest dic-

tates of connnon sense and eoiununi discrrtiou.

lie was sensible tluit there were many good nu'u
out of congress as well as many of his liest fiiemls

in it, whose appetites were prepared lor a nar
faiKt. lie was not surprised at it for he knew the
provocatives had been sulliciently great. But ho
hoped they would not insist ou calling in guests,

at least until tin; table should liavi; been spri'ad.

When this was done, be pleged himself in behalf
of the cmnmittee of foreign relations that the gen-
tleman should not be disappointed of the enter-

tainment for the watit of bidiliug; and he believed

bo might also pled.'c himself for many of the

members of the committee, that they would not

be among the last to ptirtake jtersonally, not onlv
in the jileasures, if any there should be, but in all

the daii^rers of the revelrv.

M. P. said that this was the time and occasion

on which, above all others, within his experience,
we should act in enueert. If the ultimate o'jeet

of the great bo(ly of this house and of this natinn

was the same, and so far as he had been able to

ascertain the sentiments of lioth, it was— there
would l)e no ditliciilty in attaining it.. But we
must yield S'lmetliing to the opinions ami feeliieis

of each other.

—

lusti'ad of ilnhilu'lng in party
reflections and recriminations in this house, fie

lioped that the whole house of t.|n; union would
form b'lt one party, and consider a foreign nation

as tiie other.

Mr. P. saiil he had risen merely for thepnrpopo
of explaining to the honsi' the opinions ami views
of the eoiuuii'le in rehilion to the resolutions now
to be discu-ised. and he should he satisfied if ho
hud been so fortunate us to succeed.
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for instance.) Is tlicrc, tlicn, any reason for

astonishment, tliat Sir G. Prevost, combining

his instructions from home with tlic strenuous

efforts that were heing made hy the peace

party in Congress, should have imagined that

tliere migiit ho a possibility of an amicable

anangouient being finally entered into?

lie naturally supposed that his Government,

through their agents, must be more thorouglily

masters of the intentions of the American

Cabinet, than ho possibly could be. lie was

ordered to avoid all measures that could pro-

voke hostile feelings, he obej-cd his instruc-

tions, and is he ojjen to blame for so doing,

and should not rather the British Cabinet be

blamed for fettering him with their instruc-

tions?

After the war was declared, (here the read-

er must not omit to boar in mind that the

conclusion was so hastily come to, that five

(lays after tlM! declaration was signed and

scaled in Congress, the cause, the obnoxious

orders in Council, was removed by the repea'

of the said orders,) and Sir George comi)lain-

cd of the want of troo[)S and every munition

of war necessary for the defence of his gov-

cnnnent. Veritas observes, "It is tlie acme

of assurance to insinuate, that Ministers were

to blame for such insufficienc}', especially as

they could only liavc a knowledge of our

wants through Sir George's information."

—

Now liow injustice can Sir George be blamed

for not informing ministers of his require-

ments for a war, which he was instructed by

all the means in his power to avoid the pro-

motion of.

In his anxiety to attack the movers of the

address to Sir George Prevost, in I'eference to

the war, Veritas has suffered himself to go to

the verge of injustice towards the addressed-

The following passage seems to have partieu

larly aroused his indignati>in, if we may
judge from what follows :

" ' The smallnessof

the regular army with which your Excel-

lency was left to withstand the whole effoi'ts

oi" the United States, for two years, and

the insufficiency of the naval force on the

lakes, have exposed his Majesty's arms to

some reverses.' How came they to dare

to venture upon such an impostni'e.' Is it

because they reckon upon the banishment of

the use of memory, as is neccssarj' in all the

operations of the junto? or if not so, is it the

idea that no pcison here durst attempt to ex-

pose it? or finally, is it, that at a distance,

(as the "ddresscs are manufactured for exiior-

tation), they com.ted uiion no one finding i'

out, as they mer.nt to keep their own counsel?

"However, I do entertain .some hope that

they have reckoned without their host ; and

that le Ion victi.v temps and myself, who arc

fellow-laborers in the sume vineyard for the

correction of fdsehood and support of truth,

without having any knowledge of, or commu-
nication with, each other, will open the eyes

of many, if wc cannot of all the blind ; for of

the cure of the honest really blind patriots I

cannot doubt; but of the wilfully blind, they

must be left to be cured by their own folly,

and the contempt of all independent minds."

Referring to the charge of our losing the

naval superiority of the lakes Veiitas adds,

" Upon the subject of the upper lakes, their

neglect in 1812 cannot beexcu.sed, even upon

the principle of ignorance or innlvertcncy

;

for the common table talk that summer at

Montreal was the incompetency of the officers

and men on board the King's ships on Lake

Ontario (.md that talk is supi)osed to have

been always better known at heail-quartcrs

than the designs of the enemy), and that a

strong remedy was necessary, oi' the command
thereof would L'e lost. Of that incompetency

there was furnished the most striking proof

by Commodore Earlc, when he svent over in

thelloyal George toSackett'sIIarbour, in 1812,

to destroy the Oneida Brig ; and on arriving

there, finding her hauled into the inner har-

boui', and one or two of her guns landed and

planted on the bluff point (for then there was

no garrison), without cover, which fired at

him—the gallant Commodore iuuuediately

turned his tail or stern to the enemy, and re-

turned to Kingston, re //(/<:'c?«, but with whole

bones. Yet no notice was taken of this at

head-qnartei'S, nor any remedy attempted,

and ho remained in conunand of the Ontario

squadron until the airival of Sir James Yeo,

and then, forsooth, was offended at being su-

perseded. It is proper to remark that Com-

modore Kaile does not belong to the Royal

Navy."

Wc have now done witli this head, on

which we have dwell, j'crhajts, at to') gieat

length; but if so, it must be ascribed to our

desu'c to do justice to all, and to seek dili-

ri
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guntly, where a iiiistukc has occurrci], for the

really culpahle party. To the present period,

therefore, have we du«ireil to vindicate Sir

George; the relation of subsequent events

may, perhaps, compel us to exchange the lan-

guage of apology for that of censure ; if so,

\vc shall endeavor to deal with his errors in

the same spirit of fairness which has impelled

us to the attempt to clear his memory from

faults unjustly ascribed to him.

Before following General Rrock to the Nia-

Airiviii of iii(iiaiH,na giira frontier, we must
n riiiil(jreeiii^ ,1, at Uc- ., , , .,

triiii. not ount to observe that

there was some shadow of truth in General

Hull's statement respecting the force of our

Indian allies, although the necessity of sur-

rendering such a post as Detroit on that ac-

count may well be questioned. Besides Gen.

Hull yielded, not to the actual strength of

these allies, for he surrendered before their

arrival, but to the apprehension of their arri-

val. Major Richardson observes, " Mr. Robert

Dickson, a gentleman to whom long intercourse

with the Indians had imparted a knowledge of

their character, and influence over their minds,

which proved highly beneficial to the British

cause, was then actively engaged in collecting

Bomc of the most warlike tribes ; while the

present Col. Askin of London, at that time, in

the Indian Department, was ilready within a

few days journey of Detroit, with a body of

two hundred and seventy warriors, imder

their Chief Big-gun. This little detachment

had set out expressly for the relief of Amherst-

burg, and, in its passage down in bark canoes,

encountered much peril and difficulty, having

had to cross Saginaw bay, nearly fifty miles in

extent, and for many hours in their frail barks,

oven out of sight of the land. Such was the

celerity of their movements, that they reached

Amherstburg in the remarkably short period

of six days from their departure from Michi-

limacinac." Whether the fear of these allies

was a sufficient excuse for General Hull's

abandonment of a strong post we leave to the

reader to decide.

C.ipliire of llie Dolriiit

and Caledmiiu by the
Aiiiericaiis.

In speaking of the capture of the Caledonia

and Detroit 1* the Ame-
ricans, Major Richardson

remarks, "The two armed vessels already

mentioned as having covered our landing, on

the 10th, wore put in requisition for this

service (the transportation of the irregular

forces of General Hull to Buffalo, there to be

disembarked [)ieparatory to their return to

their native State, Ohio,) and to these were

added the Detroit and the Caledonia, a fine

merchant brig. I do not recollect who was

appointed to the conunand of the Detroit, but

the Caledonia had her own captain, Mr. Irvine,

a young man of a peculiarly retiring and

amiable disposition, yet endowed with great

resolution and firmness of character. These

two vessels, having reached their destination

for landing the prisoners, were then lying

wholly unprotected and unsu.spicions of danger

in the harbour of Erie when, one dark night,

they were assailed by two large boats, filled

with American sailors and troops, which had

dropped along side without being perceived,

until it was too late for anything like cficctunl

resistance. The Detroit was almost immedi-

ately carried, but the young captain of the

Caledonia, which lay a little below her,

aroused by the confusion on board his consort,

prepared for a vigorous, though almost entirely

personal resistance. Hastily arming himself,

and calling on his little and inexperienced

crew (scarcely exceeding a dozen men) to do

the same, he threw himself in the gangway,

and discharged a loaded blunderbuss into the

first advancing boat, now dropping from the

Detroit to board the Caledonia."

After describing the gallant though un-

successful defence made by Mr. Irvine, Major

Richardson continues, "The intrepidity and

self-devotion of Mr. Irvine, whose single arm

had killed and wounded no less than seven f

his assailants, met with that reward it so

richly merited. The heads of the naval de-

partment anxious l.o secure so gallant an ofiictr

to the service, tendered to him, on his ex-

change, which took place shortly after, the

commission of a lieutenant in the Provincial

Navy, in which capacity he continued to

serve during the whole of the subsequent

naval operations."

The surprise of the Detroit and Caledonia

was considered a very brilliant feat, but, with-

out seeking to disparage the American char-

acter for bravery, we cannot look on the

exploit in the same light in which they would

have it considered. Both vessels having been

simply employed in cartel service, were un-

provided with other than the common racani?
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of (kfenco peculiar to merchantmen, while

thuir cri'Wfi were not only weak in number,

but composed of a class of men, French Cana-

dian sailors and voyagcurs, who were ill

qualified to compete with two fill boat loads

of piiicliced and resolute American sailors and

BoUliurs. Moreover, both vessels lay in a

supposed perfect security, and in utter absence

of any kind of preparation. It was not con-

ceived nocessary to bo on the alert, as it was

supposed that tho pacific character in which

they appeared, would have shielded them from

all hostile attempts. At the moment of the

surprise both vessels had on board tho priso-

ners brought from Detroit for the purpose of

being landed at Butfalo,—how, therefore, the

Americans can be justified, in violating the

sanctity of the flag which continued to float

as long as there were American prisoners on

board, we cannot perceive.

An accident,* at one time promising resultg

Escape of General far more scrious than any
Bfock. which could spring from

the capture of the vessels just named, occur-

red about tiie same period.

* At this crisis General Brock, anxious to

assume tho ofFeiisivc ou tho Niagara frontiei-.

lost uut a monicnt in returning across tho Lake,
orJoiing down at the sumo time, not only the

Toronto Mlitia, but those troops of tho 41st., who
had preceded and accompanied him to Detroit.

The Queen Charlotte, principally laden with the

regulars of the captured army, had sailed on the

very evening of the surrender, and General Brock
the next day embarked in a very small trading

Bchooucr, on board which were about 70 Ohio
Rifleniun, guarded by a small party of militia rifles

which composed a portion of the volunteers from
Toronto. During the passage none of the guard
were on any account permitted to go below, either

by day or by night, and not more than half a dozen
Americans were allowed to be upon deck at the

same time—the hatches being secured above the
remainder. It was a duty of some fatigue, and
requiring the exercise of the utmost vigilance on
the part of the little guard. One morning, about
day break, when by their reckoning they judged
they were close to the hRrbor of Fort Erie, they
found themselves suddenly becalmed, and in the
midst of a fog which had commenced during the
night. As tlie sun rose the fog began to disperse
but the calm prevailed, and gradually, as the
wreathing mists rolled upwards, the guard dis-

covered, to their dismay, that they were close

upon the American shore near Buffalo. The
danger was imminent, for a number of persons
were already assembled, evidently at a loss to

discover to what flag tho vessel belonged, and
wondering what had brought her into a position

Towards the latter end of August, Major

K.Tpe.iiii,u, ,.<„.i>wi
^f i"'" ""« despatched with

Fori Wiiyiir. »i,mikI..ii. a Small furce aguinst Fort
iiieiit ulcmcrjinse.

. ,

Wiiyno, which it was

deemed expedient to attempt tho destruc-

tion of.

The time selected for the attempt seemed

most favorable, as the tranquillity of the Cana-

dian frontier had been just secured by the

surrender of Detroit, and the occupancy of tho

adjacent districts. According to reports also

received, the garrison of this post consisted

only of a hundred men or thereabouts, not

entirely out of the usual course of navigation. In
tills einwrgency, the ollicurconnnanding the watch
(Lieut. Jurvis, now Superintendent of Indian

atl'iiiri) hastened below toacipniint General Brock,
who was lying on iiis bed, wiih the danger which
threatened the vessel, which it was inipo.-isible, by
reason of tlie calm, to get farther from the shore.

General liiock ininiediutely sprang to li's feel, and
rustling upon tlie deck, saw the situiiiion uf thd

vessel WU8 precisely what has been described.

lie WHS extremely angry, and turning to the master

of the schooner said, "you scoundrel you have
Ijetrajed me, let but one shot be fired from the

shore and (pointing to it) I will run you up on
the instant to tiiat yard arm." The master, though
innocent of all design, was greatly alarmed by the

stern threat of the General, and as the jiossi-

ble means of extricating the vessel »iom her
perilous situation, ordered several of his crew into

a small punt, attached to her stern, the only boat
belonging to her. In this they attempted to tow
her, but made so little progress that one of the

guard asked permission of the General to discharge

his rifle, in order to attract the attention of the

Queen Charlotte, then lying at anchor between
point Abino and Fort Erie, lo a signal which had
been previously hoisted. Apprehensive that the

shot might not be heard by their friends, while it

might be the means of informing the enemy of

their true character, General Brock at first refused

his sanction, but as the man seemed confident that

the report cf his rifle would reach the other shore

he finally assented, and the shot was fired. Soon
afterwards the answering signal was runup to the

mast head of the Queen Charlotte and that vessel

seeing the doubtful situation of the schooner, on
board which however they were not aware the

General had embarked, immediately weighed her

anchor, and standing over to the American shore,

under a slight breeze which was then beginning

to rise hastened to cover the little bark with her
battery. Taking her in tow she brought her safely

into the harbour of Erie, greatly to the joy of

those who, aware of the invaluable freight with

which the schooner was charged, had, on the

weighing of the Queen (Charlotte's anchor enter-

tained the utmost apprehension for the safety ol

the becalmed vessel, and watched with deep in-

interest the vain attempts of her crew to bring

her oft"

't' 1
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VL-ry elliciciitly fiiriiislied willi tlio iiic.'iiis of Ainerii'ims, who iiistimtly (lew to Ihi'ir arms,

duroiici', ami hard prcsscil Ity the liuliuns, wlio and assumed a iiosture of dofonco. Tho Tti-

hud closely invested it. The reasons for at-

tcuiiitiiiK the destnietioiioflhis post were that

it served iis a deiJut for stores, from w Iiieli the

enemy's troojis on the .'•ontier coidil be sup-

plied.

Tlic force destined for this enterprise con-

sisted of a small detachment of troojis, a howit-

zer, and two field pieces, and was emharked

in h>)ats and proceeded to the Miami village,

situated about lifteen miles beyond tho en-

trance of the river ofthe same name. For the

further prof,'ressof ihe expedition we w ill quote

from ^hljor Richardson, v. ho was present:

—

"Being there joined by the body of Indians

destined to form a part of the expedition, the

detachment continued its route by land, and

along a track of country bearing no mark of

civilization whatever. Our only covering was

the canopy of Heaven, or rather tho arches

formed by the intermingling boughs of the

forest through which we moved, and not even

the wigwam of the savage arose to diversify

the monotony of the hcene. The difficulty of

conveying the guns by land, caused their

transportation to be a work of much time

;

and the river, from tho point where we had

disembarked, was so extremely low as to rcn

dor the progress of the boats, following the

sinuosities of its course, tedious to tho last

degree. Having at length, after much toil,

gained that part of the Miami, where it was

intended to disembark the stores, every obsta-

cle appeared to be removed, and the capture

of Fort Wayne, then at no great distance, an

event looked forward to with confidence.

Fate, however, had ordained otherwise. About

nine o'clock on the evening of our arrival,

the shrill cry of our scouts was heard

echoing throughout the forest, and soon ifter-

wards seven Indians issued from the wood on

the opposite shore, and leaping through the

river, reached us. The account they gave

of their adventure was to the following effect

:

—At a distance of a fev/ leagues, while advan-

cing cautiously along the road, they observed

a party, five in number, in a glen, and seated

round a large fire, where they were busily

occupied in preparing their food. After a

slight consultation they proceeded towards

the group, and had approached within a few

paces before tbey were perceived by the

dians, however, held out their hands in tokin

of amity, and were sudVred to enter the cir-

cle. Here, pretending to be in the American

interest, and descriliiiig theins(!lves as hunters,

on their way to one of their villages, they

succeeded in lulling the suspicions of the

officer, who in return, communicated to them

that tho party he conunandcd were scouts

preceding the advanced guard of an army of

'2,5U0 men, then on their march for the Miami

village, and only distant a few miles."

In consecpiencc of this intelligence, the

expedition was forthwith abandoned, and a

retreat determined on. On deliberation, how-

ever. Captain Muir decided on awaiting the

approach of the enemy in order to gain a

correct account of their force and destination.

The whole of one diiy was thus passed, and

fears began at length to be entertained, that

the Americans, apprised of the vicinity of an

enemy's force, had taken a different route,

with the intention of cutting of a retreat.

This would have left the little detachment in

the heart of the enemy's country, destitute

of resources, with an overwhelming force

before them, they were consequently ordered

to retreat on tho old fort of Defiance, situ-

ated about, half way between the Miami village

and the point from whence they had com-

menced their retrograde movement. Having

crossed the river at this place, a position was

again taken up at a point beyond which tho

enemy could not effect a passage unpcrceived.

We again resume Major Richardson's narrat-

ive :

" Early on the morning after our arrival, a

party of Indians appeared along our line, con-

ducting a prisoner they had found straying in

the woods, at a short distance from tho enemy's

camp. From his account it appeared that the

information given by the American < 'Beer was

perfectly correct. The force of tho enemy

consisted of 2,600 men, under the command
of General Winchester ; and were destined for

the Miami, where it was intended to construct

a fortification. On arriving at the spot where

their slaughtered scouts lay unburied along

the road, an alarm was spread throughout

their columns, and deeming a numerous

enemy to be in their front, it was thought

prudent to entrench themselves where they



HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1813. 'i\

wtro. For thi>< purpose troos were imtncdi-

ntflv fi'lli''l, nd i» the course of n few hours,

witli tlmt expcilition fur which the Western

Aineriiims, with wlioiii the axe is nhno.st ns

iiiiiispcnsHtlo a weapon ns the ride, arc re-

iiiarkahic, an enclosure willi interstiees for

iniisqiiv'try, and sulHeiantly lar^e to contain

tlieir wtiole force, to(?ether with their baggage

and wni^gons, was completed, If being evident

from this- intelli;;ence, that the object of our

enterprise was entirely frustrated, and that nn

nttaciv on the enemy's entrenchment with our

feeble force, if unsuccessful, must necessarily

comprnniise the safety of our own posts, Capt.

Muir decided on returning to Atnherstburg,

which fortress tlic detachment at length reach-

ed after a fruitless absence of three weeks.

" Although little or no mention has ever been

made of our retreat from Fort Wayne, Ijcforo

so overwhelming a force as that which we so

unexpectedly "encountered, and by wliieh wc

ought to have been annihilated, the utmost

praise is due to Captain Muir for having

accomplished it, not only wi lOut the loss of

a man of his detachment, but even without

the abandonment of any of his gims or stores,

which, as has already been stated, were being

transported with great toil and difficulty.

Every thing was brought off and, at no one

moment, was our march precipitate. Indeed

of the bold affront assumed by the detachment,

some idea may be formed from the exagger-

ated accounts which appeared in the American

papers, even during the time we were retiring

upon Amherstburg."

Sir Istac Brock, in speaking of this expe-

dition, observes, "I am inclmed to think

Captain Muir acted judiciously;" and, with

reference to the advance of the American

party, states,* " It appears evident the ene-

my meditates a second attempt on Amherst-

burg. The greater part of the troops, which

are advancing, marched from Kentucky, with

an intention of joining General Hull. How
they are to subsist, even for a short period,

is no easy matter to conceive. This difficulty

will probably decide them on some bold

measure, in the hope of shortening the cam-

paign If successfully resisted, their fate is

inevitable.

* Dispatch to Sir Oeorge Frevost, Sept. 9tb,

1812.

" The Indians appear to bo adverse to re-

treating, without first making a trial of their

strength. Should they continue to affonl .1

willing co-o|ieriiii()n, T entertain not the sirmll-

cst doubt of the result that nwaits this second

attempt to turn my ri-^ht ; but your Exci'l-

lency will easily pi\eeive that doubts and

jealousies have already seized their minds.

The oflieers of the Indian d^jjartmcnt will, I

trust, be able to remove all such impressions,

"Although, from the daily observation of

what is passing on the opposite shore, a sin-

gle man can ill be spared from this line ; I

have, notwithstanding, determined to send

the two flank companies of the Royal New-
foundland Regiment to Amherstburg. Fresh

troops are daily anlving, supposed to belong

to the Pennsylvania quota, of two thousand

men, known to be intended for the frontier.

After the whole atrives, an attack, I imagine,

cannot bo long delayed. The wretched state

of these quotas, and the raggedness of the

troops, will not allow them to brave the rain

and cold, which, during the last week, have

been so severely felt.

" Between two and three hundred Indians

have joined and augmented the force on the

other side. Their brethren here feel certain

that they will not act with any spirit ogainst

us. So, I imagine, if we continue to show

a bold front—but, in the event of a disaster,

the love of plunder will prevail, and they may-

then act in a manner to be the most dreaded

by the inhabitants of this country."

A despatch from Sir George Prevost to Sir

Despatch of Sir GeorRe Isaac Brock fumishes us
Prevo«i 10 Sir I. Mrock. ^-jth additional reasons

for our assertion that, up to this period. Sir

George Prevost is not as blameworthy as most

writers of that day have described. "We give

the despatch at length :

—

" Captain Fulton arrived, on the 11th inst.,

with your letter of the 7th : the intelligence

you have communicated by it convinces mo
of the necessity of the evacuation of Fort De-

troit, unless the operations of the enemy on

the Niagara frontier bear a character less in-

dicative ofdetermined hostile measures against

your line in their front than they did when

you last reported to me. You will, therefore,

be pleased, subject to the discretion I hare

given you under the circumstances to which I

• hare alluded, to take immediate steps for

I n
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evaciiaMng tlint post, to^^othcr with tlio terri-

tory of Mi(lii;,'an ; l)y this ineaHuro you will

bo onalikd to witlidniw a RrcntiT imtnhcr of

tlie troops from Amla-rslhurg, instcuil of tak-

ing tlicm from Col. Vincent, whoso rt'Huliir

forco oiijjht not on any account to bo dimin-

iBhod

" r iinve already afTordedyon reinforcements

to the full extent of my ability
;
you nuist

not, therefore, expect a further supply of men

from I encc, until I shall receive from England

a considerable increase to the present regular

force in this province; the posture of affairs,

particiiluily on this frontier, required every

soldier who is in the country.

" In my last despatch from Lord HaMiurst,

ho tells UK' ' that his Majesty's Government

trusts I will be enabled to suspend, with per-

fect safety, all extraordinary preparations for

defence which I have been induced to make,

in consequence of the precarious state of the

relations between this country and the United

States; and that, as every specific requisition

for warlike stores and accoutrements which

had been received from me had been complied

with, with the exception of the clothing of the

of the corps proposed to be raised from the

Glengarry emigrants, ho had not thought it

necessary to direct the preparation of any fur-

ther supplies.'

" This will afford you a strong proof of the

infatuation of his Majesty's Ministers upon the

subject of American affairs, and show how

entirely I have been left to my own resources

in the events which have taken place."

With the various despatches containing full

and particular accounts of the actual state of

affairs in the Province, before us, we do not

see how with justice it can be asserted, "that

it is the acmo of assurance to insinuate, that

Ministers were to blame for any insufficiency.''

Yet this is the language too commonly

held by Veritas and other writers of the

day.

The latitude, also, allowed to Sir Isaac

Brock, should not be lost sight of, and it is

certain that he made use of the freedom of

action thus permitted him. We have only to

quote his despatch of September 20th, to

prove this :
—" I have been honored with your

Excellency's despatch, dated the 14th instant.

iition of Koit Detroit. Such a measure would

most |)robabIy bo followed by the total exter-

mination of the |iopulatiun on that side of the

river, or the Indians, aware of our weakness

and inability to carry on active warfare, would

only think of entering into terms with tho

enemy. The Indians, since the Miami alfnir,

in iTl'.'t, have been cxtremly suspicious of our

conduct ; but the violent wrongs conunitted

by the An\cricaiH on their territory, have

rendered it an n> of policy with them to dis-

guise their sentiments.

" Could they be persuaded that a peace be-

tween the bcllifjerents would take place, with-

out admitting their claim to the extensive tract

of country, fraudulently usuri)ed fromthem,

and oi)posing a frontier to the present un-

bounded views of the Americans, I am satisfi-

ed in my own mind that they would inunedi-

ately compronusc with the enemy. I cannot

conceive a coalition so likely to lead to more
awfid consc(piences.

"If we can maintain ourselves at Niagara,

and keep the communication to Montreal open,

the Americans can only subdue the Iildians

by craft, which we ought to be prepared to see

exerted to the utmost. The enmity of the In-

dians is now at its height, and it will require

much management and largo bribes to etfect

a change in their policy ; but the moment they

are convinced that we either want the means

to prosecute tho war with spirit, or are nego-

tiating a separate peace, they will begin to

study in what manner they can most etl'ectu-

ally deceive us.

" Should negotiations for peace be opened, I

cannot be too earnest with your Excellency

to represent to the King's ministers the expe-

diency of including the Indians as allies, and

not leave them exposed to the unrelenting fury

of their enemies.

"The enemy has evidently assumed defensive

measures along the strait of Niagara. His

force, I apprehend, is not equal to attempt,

with any probability of success, an expedition

across the river. It is, however, currently re-

ported that large reinforcements arc on their

march ; should they arrive, an attack cannot

be long delayed. The approach of the rainy

season will increase the sickness with which

their troops are already afflicted. Those un-

I shall suspend,'under the latitude thus left by der my command ore in perfect health and

your Excellency to my discretion, tho evacu- ' spirits."
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DIAGRAM OF THE BAITLE OF QTIEENSTON.
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The M)ot where Queenston nofo stands, teas then catered with trees,

A A—Road to the Falls.

B B—Road to St. David's and St. Catharine's.

C C—^To Suspension Bridge.

D D—Road by which the reinforcements from Fort George gained the

Heights in the afternoon.

No. 1. Spot where Brock fell.

2. Brock's Monument.

3. Ameiiran line as drawn up in afternoon*

4. English forces' do. do*

B. Old Fort,

6. Vromont's Batterj.
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CHAPTER VII.

C0NTICNT8.

Noii-«rri»Al of roliifdrciMrieiits from Europe, ami

nioveiiioiiU ill Lower I'rovinco. — (Joiieial

Diook'H roci'ptioii iit QuoeiL^toii,—Niiture of

tliu UDUiilrv iiloiijj lliu Niui;ikr!i Iroiitiur.— Urit-

iiili Airco iilodg llio Niii^^ni'ii I'rontiur ut tlio tiino

of (Joiioiiil Baoolc';< rotuni from Duiroit.—Tlie

fiirue of tho Aiiioric'iii army.—Geiiural Van

R tiiittiliier'd phiiiH. — DuDpiitjIioit of Uunerul

B ook. —Dottle of QuDoiiitton lluif^lits.

—

Dub-

piitclieit from tliu two commaixiing ofllcurR

coiiipiirud,—Pordoiiiil uppcaruiicu of Oeiionii

Brock. — Public opinion of Gencrul Brock'a

character miJ value.

Sib George Pruvost, in his despatch to Gcn_

N..n-nrrivHl o( rei.i- "''"ck ahout the middle
fnrceiiifiilii frmn Kii-

rnpv. mill iiiciVKinfiiu

ill liiiwvr Pruviiiuc.

of Suptcnibcr, advised, it

may be remeinl)crcd,tlial

ofiiccr of tho iiiipossihitity of seiuling liim any

reinforcements, until there should he a " con-

siderable incroaso to tho regular force in the

Province," as the presence of a largo body of

American regulars on tho Lower Canadian

frontier required every soldier who was in the

ctmntry. A short extract from Christie will

show how Sir Qeorge was situated, and how

f«r any expectations of his being strength-

ened were realised. "Tho slender rein-

forcements that arrived were barely sufficient

to relieve the citizens of Quebec for a short

time from garrison duty. They consisted but

of tho i93rd regiment fVom England, with a

few recruits from other regiments, and a bat-

talion of the 1st (or Royal Scots) from the

West Indies; and tho three battalions ofQue-

bec militia resumed garrison duty in the be-

ginning of October, which they continued

throughout the winter, each tuking in turn its

wetk." It is obvious, from iiis statement of

1

Christie, that Sir George Provost was not,

ihorofore, in a position which would warrant
his weakening the force under his immediate
command, and it will be further swn that tho
activity of the enemy at various points, kept
him fully employed, and, indeed, compelled
him to embody another battalion of militia,

called the fifth battalion, afterwards " Cana-
dian chasseurs." A corps of voyageurs was
also raised by tho North- West Company,
which was disbunded in tho spring, while the

merchants and tradesmen of Montreal organ-

ized themselves into four companies of volun-

tcers,for garrison duty and field service, in case

of emergency. According to Christie, oup

troops, both regular and militia, seem, at this

crisis, to have had their time fully occupied,

for we find that a party of Americans, one
hundred and fifty strong, under Captain For-

syth.crossed over from Grave?!y Point to Gano-
noque, eighteen miles below Kingston, from
whence they dislodged a party of fifty militia,

and took possession of a quantity of arms and
ammunition, which they carried away, aft«r

burning the store and a small quantity of

provisions. Mr. Christie adds—" Their con-

duct is represented to have been disgraceful

towards tho defenceless inhabitants." Wo
SCO also, from the same writer, that, " from

the frequent in Lerruptions of the cor voys from

.Montreal, or rather Lachine, to Kingston, in

Upper Canada, by the ^ mericans at Ogdens-

burg, opposite Prescott, Col. Lcthbridge, com-

manding at the latter place, formed the design

of distodgin;;;' the enemy, and posscSv^ing him-

self of Ogdensburg. With a view of effecting

this purpose, he assembled a force of some

hundred and fifty men, regular and militia,

and having collected » sufficient numb«r of

:)1
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Gen. Urock's rccep*
tioii at Queeiiston.

baticaux, lie pushed oflF on the forenoon of

the 8rd October, under cover of a cannonnade

from PrcBcott, with twenty-five batteaux es-

corted by two gun-boats. They advanced

without opposition, until mid channel, when

the enemy opened a tremendous discharge

of artillery, which checked their progress.

Confusion immediateiy ensued, and they were

compelled to make a precipitate retreat, with

the loss of three men killed and four wounded.

The Americans were commanded by Brigadier

General Brown, and behaved with much cool-

ness and intrepidity." It may be as well to

state that this enterprise, undertaken without

the sanction of the commander of the forces,

was censured by him ; and that public opinion

condemned it also as rash. With this brief

glance at the state of affairs in the Lower

Province, we return to General Brock and the

Niagara frontier.

As soon as it was ascertained that the

General had reached

Chippewa, it was sug-

gested by Col. Holcroft, that a deputation of

the principal residents in the district should

wait on him, to congratulate his Excellency

on the complete success which had attended

his arms at Detroit. This deputation was ac-

cordingly organized, and the procession .let

their General at Qucenston, as he was p' o-

ceeding in an open carriage to Fort Gcor<,c.

We have been assured by an eye-witness of

the meeting, that General Brock was inex-

pressibly gratified at his enthusiastic recep-

tion, and the deep devotion testified by each

memb'^r of the cortege to the cause, for which

they '.vcre then in arms. So re-assured, in-

deed, was he, as to be enabled, with

policy, to give but a cool reception to a party

of Indians who had been playing fas.., and

loose, and whose adherence to the British had

been only secured by the intelligence, just re-

ceived, of the successes at Detroit. It must

have strengthened and cheered the Gcneriil's

heart to witness the enthusiasm with which,

en that occasion, so many of Canada's best

and bravest sons appeared to renew their

pledge, that they were ready and willing to

Bftcrifico their lives to prevent an invader's,

footstep polluting the soil of their native or

adopted country. The procession, forming on

%oth sides of the carriage, escorted General

Brock in triumph to Nianrara.

It may.
Nature of the country

Hiniif; the Niagara fron-
tier.

perhaps, enable the reader to

comprehend the difficul-

ties which attended any

movcmeni in force, and to perceive also the

causes which left the troops, on both sides, in

siich apparent ignorance of each other's tac-

tics, if we take a bird's-eye view of ' • j

general face and character of the country. Its

appearance at the present day is thus descril)-

ed in " Canada ; Past, Present, and Future,"

before, however, quoting the pa.=5sage, we will

suppose the reader to be on the crest of the

eminence immediately above Fonthill, just

twelve miles west of Chippewa. A glance at

the accompanying map will assist this.

According to Mr. Smith, "The tourist

after travelling for some miles along a

road, where his view of the country on either

side of him has seldom extended beyond two

or three miles, on reaching this elevation, finds

a most magnificent panorama, as it were by

magic, displayed to his astonished vision. An
immense plain, extending for many miles, lies

before and below him, studded with towns,

villages, groves and winding streams; before

him lies the Welland Canal, crowded with ves-

sels moving either way ; beyond it, the per-

petually dashing, roaring cataract of Ningara,

on one side, the waters of Lake Erie, and, on

the other, those of Ontario. We know of no

other spot from whence so extensive a view

can be obtained. An observatory has been

orected on the brow of the hill, and a telescope

is kep ' for the accommodation of visitors."

We will now observe, that the hill here

spoken of, is one of very inconsiderable eleva-

tion, consequently, the flatness of the sur-

rounding district presenting such an extond-

:.\ "lew, may bo easily imagined. When,

therefore, the country was covered with dense

forests, and it was impo^.:.ible to gain, by ob-

ser\ -vtion, any insight into the marchings and

couniermarchings of either force, the difficult/

of obtaining correct information may be easily

understood, especially when we call to mind,

that the various excellent roads which every-

where now open up the country, at that time

existed only in the prophetic imaginings of

some far seeker iiuo the future destinies of

this great Province.

We have said enough on the subject to as-

sign at least one probable cause for the appnr-

ci.i.iy contradictory orders, which, as our nnr-
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rative will shew, were issued, and the conse-

quent indecision which seemed to characterize

many of the movements during the campaign

ofl8l2and'18.

The whole British force along a frontier of

nearly thirty-six miles
Brilish force almiff the , pyf„nf did not at tho
Nirtgiiru froiilieral the m exieni, uiu noi, ill liiL

thnc of General Hrock's jate of General Brock's
return from Detroit.

return from Detroit,

amount to more than twelve hundred men, at

least half of which were militia. These troops

were disposed of in the following manner :

—

At Chippewa, a small detachment of the 41st,

under Capt. Bullock, and the flank companies

of the 21 Lincoln militia, under Capts. R.

Hamilton and Rows ;—at Qucenston, Capts.

Dennis and Williams, with the flank compan-

ies of the 49th, with a small body of militia,

were stationed; nearly all the remainder of

the force was at Fort George, under General

Slieaffe, with the exception of a few militia

tcattered here and there along the line. It

will thus be seen how inadequately so extend-

ed a frontier was defended, and how the few
troops scattered along the line were exposed

to be cut off in detail by an energetic or en-

terprising enemy.

The American army, commanded by Major

The American Arrays General Van Ransclaer
°"^^"-

consistci" according to

their own official returns,* of five thousand

two hundred and six men. This amount in-

cludes all the reinforcements which had ar-

rived at the date of the battle of Queenston,

but is exclusive of three himdred field and

light artillery, with eight hundred of the 6th,

13th, and 23d regiments at Fort Niagara.

—

This gives a total of over six thousand three

hundred men. James disposes of this force

as follows:—"Of t'^is powerful force, sixteen

hundred and fifty regulars, under the com-

mand of Brigadier General Smith, were at

Black Rock,+—three hundred and eighty-six

militia, at the latter place and Buffalo,—nine

hundred regulars and twenty-two hundred

and seventy militia at Lcwiston, distant from

Black Rock, about twenty cigtit miles,—at

Fort Niagara, were eleven hundred more, giv-

ing a force of .six thousand three hundred

• Wilkinson's Memoris Vol. 1, page 858.

t Witiii.isuu'g Msiiiuirs, Vui. I, page 6Qi.

men, of whom nearly two thirds were regular

troops."*

Here was a force of regulars amounting to

four thousand men, opposed to one of six

h'tnflred
;
yet it will o shewn that varioua

attempts have been made by American wrii

ters, to assign the inferiority of numbers, aa

the reason why the attack on Queenston SO

signally miscarried.

As it was quite out of the question for Gen-

Genernl Van Ranse- «•'''' Brock, in the pre»«
Iaer'8 plans. ^^^q qJ gQ superior H
force, to adopt any other than precautionarj

and defensive measures, wo will lay befor©

the reader a sketch of what were really

General Van RanselatJr's views. This we ar©

enabled to do by means of a pamphlet publish-

ed by Col. S. Van Ranselaer, his nephew and

aide-de-camp.

The instructions from General Dearborn,

on which Genera! Van Ransclaer had to baM
his plan of operations, were as follows :

—

" At all events, we must calculate on poss*

essing Upper Canada before winter sets in.

General Harrison will, I am assured, enter

Canada by Detroit, with not less than .rom

six to seven thousand men, exclusive of the

troops necessary for guarding the frontier

against Indian depredations.

" The force at Sackett's Harbour and that

vicinity, is over two thousand, including an

old company of regular artillery, and a largo

company of old riflemen.

" I have great confidence in the exertions now
in operation in the navy department on Lake

Ontario. In fact, we have nothing to /ear,

and much to hope as to the ultimate success

of measures now in operatio.i with a view to

Upper Canada ; but much may immediately

depend on what may happen at your post"

Such was the confident tone of General

Dearborn's instructions, and that General Van
Ranselear felt confidence also, may be assum-

ed from the admission made by his nephew,

Col. S. Van Ranselear. "He did not wish to

be drawn from the object he had in view, by
a controversy \ *^h General Smyth, partieuf

larly so, aa he knew that the forces which by

this time had collected in his own immediat9

vicinity were amply sufficient/or the purpose.^

• ViUij Wilkiii«o».
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This admission is of importance, as shewing

what powerful reinforcements must have ar-

rived between the middle of August, when

Geo, Van Ranselaer arrived at the Niagara

frontier on the 18th Oct His situation in

August is thus described :
—" From the mo-

ment of his assuming the command, his posi

tion was one of the utmost exposure and dan-

ger. He lay within sight of a powerful enemy,

separated from him only by a narrow river,

for the crossing of which, that enemy possessed

every facility. He had a line of thirty-six

miles to guard, and his whole force was con-

siderably less than one thousand men, many

of them without shoes, and all of them clam-

orous for pay—of ammunition there were not

ten rounds per man, and no lead. There was

not one piece of heavy ordnance in the whole

line, and there were no artillerists to man the

few light pieces which we possessed. Add to

fthis, that the troops could not take or keep the

Held for want ot tents or covering ; that the

medical department, if one could be said to ex-

ist at all, was utterly destitute of everything

necessary for the comfort of the sick or disa-

bled ; and that there was among the men that

entire want of subordination, to say nothing

of discipline, which always characterizes raw

militia, and some idea may be formed of the

condition of ou- army."

Here was a lamentable condition for an

amateur General to be placed in, especially

when contrasted with the ease and comfort

which pervaded the British frontier. "The

eondii ion of the forces on the oftposite bank of

the river was in contrast with uuis m every

particular. There was a tcell-appointed and

well-found army, under the most exact dis-

cipline, and commanded by skilful and expe-

nenced officers. Every important post, from

Fort Erie to Fort George, was in a defensible

state, and the enemy had possessed himself of

a very commanding position on the heights at

Queenston, which he was rendering every day

more secure and formidable. He had, more-

over, the mastery of the lake; and was at that

moment industriously employed in using that

advantago to increase his numbers, and add to

his supplies at Niagara."

Let thi;J statement be well considered, and

the conclusion cannot fail to be arrived at, that

General \ an Ranselaer's reinforcements must

have been very considerable, as we find the

same writer, who in one case so toiichinply

depicted his helpless condition, in eight weeks

asserting that " Ae hiew Hint theforces mider

his command were ainjily sufficient for kit

purpose."

As we have now established the fact that

there was no lack of troops, w c w ill proceed

to enquire what was General Van Ranselaer's

purpose. Fortunately, Ingersol's, Armstrong's,

Wilkinson's, and Col. Van Rnnselatr's woiks

are sufficient to answer this question most

satisfactorily.

In his letter of October 8th, to General Dear-

bom, General Van Ranselaer thus details his

plans :
—" Under these circumstances, and the

impressions necessarily resulting from them,

1 am adopting decisive measuves for cloMiig

the fall campaign. I have summoned Mnjor-

General Hall, Brigadier-General Smith, and

the commandants of the United States regi-

ments, to meet me in a consultation ; and I

am well aware that some opinions, entitled to

great respect, will be offered for crossing the

Niagara, a little below Fort Erie,nnd pursuing

the march down the river. I think this plan

liable to many objections. The enemy have

works at almost every point, and even an infe-

rior force might hold us in check, and render

our march slow; by taking up the bridges at

Chippewa, they might greatly embarrass us

:

the cleared country is but a'mile or two wide,

one flank would be constantly liable to be

galled by Indians from the swamps ; for a con-

siderable distance, the rapidity of the current,

and the height of the banks render transpor-

tation ocros!^ the river impracticable ; ofcourse

our supplies must follow the line of march,

with the trouble and hazard of them every

day increasing, and should the enemj' retreat

from General Harrison, they would have a

double o'jject in intercepting our supplies ; and

by falling on our rear, and cutting off our

communication, we might expirience the fate

of Hull's army. Besides these, and many

other objections, there is no object on that

side, until we should arrive at the commanding

heights of Queenston, which are opposite my
camp.

" The proposal, which I shall submit to the

council, will be, that we immediately concen-

trate the regular force in the neighborhood of

Niagara, and the militia here ; make the best

possible dispositions, and, at the same time,
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that the regulars shall pass from the Four Mile

Creek to a point in the rear of Fort George,

and take it by storm ; I will pass the river

here, and carry the heights of Queenston.

Should we succeed, we shall effect a great dis-

coiufiture of the enemy, by breaking their line

of communication, driving their shipping from

the mouth of the river, leaving them no rally-

ing point in this part of the country, appalling

the minds of the Canadians, and opening a

wide and safe communication for our supplies.

We shall save our own land—wipe away part

of the score of our past disgrace, get excellent

barracks and winter quarters, and, at least, be

prepared for an early campaign another year.

As soon as the result of the council shall be

known, I shall advise you of it"

This was a very feasible plan,and failed only,

according to Colonel Van Ranselaer, through

Brigadier-General Smyth's delay.

What says Ingorsol on the subject :—" Gen.

Alexander Smyth commanded at Buffalo, only

a few miles from General Van Ranselaer, fif-

teen hundred men of the regular army ; but,

as I was informed by a highly respectable offi-

cer still living, was not invited to take part in

the projected descent upon Canada, lest the

glory of the day should be taken from Gene-

ral Van Ranselaer's cousin, Colonel Solomon

Van Ranselaer, an officer in the militia ; both

of the Van Ranselaers being, perhaps laudably,

though, as it turned out, unfortunafcly, bent

on monopolizing the credit of this affair for the

militia, if not exclusively, at any rate in pre-

ferance to the regular army."

General Armstrong's remarks arc much to

the same effect
—"The troops employed, or

intended to be employed in this service, were

principally militia ; and, therefore, not better

chosen than the object itse'f. Why this was

so,is a problem not yet satisfactorily explained.

If it originated in an esprit de corps, or belief

of militia efficiency, there may be some color

of excuse for the error ; but if, as reported,

the arrangement was made to gratify the am-

bition of an individual, the act was not merely

injudicious but criminal. At the period in

question, there were at the General's disposal

more than three thousand troops of the line

;

from whom a corps mighl^ have been selected,

which, well found, equipped, and commanded,

would not have been cither beaten or batdcd."

We have been thus particular in making these

extracts, as we are anxious to show that the

failure of the attack on Quecn<;ton is not to be

attributed to any want of troops, nor must it

be considered as a hastily devised plan, as

preparations had been making for it from the

period when General Van Ranselaer first

assumed the command of the army.

A few days before the battle of Queenston,

Degpatchei of Gen. f"" instructions were
^""^''- forwarded by General

Brock to the officers in command of the posts

along the frontier, for their guidance in case

of attack, and a despatch to Sir Geo. Prevost,

dated 12th October, shows that he was fully

aware of the impending storm, though uncer-

tain of the direction in which it might break

:

" Major-Gen. Brock to Sir Geo. Prevost,

October 12th.

" The vast number of tioops which have

been this day added to the strong force pre-

viously collected on the opposite side, convince

me, with other indication.s, that an attack is

not far distant. I have, in consequence, di-

rected every exertion to be made to complete

the militia to two thousand men, but fear I

shall not be able to effect my object."

General Brock's letter of instructions to

Col. Proctor shows that the situatic i of the

British troops was far from being as comfort-

able as Col. S. Van Ranselaer's .statemer*

would induce one to suppose. "The unfor-

tunate disaster which has befallen the Detroit

and Caledonia will reduce us to great distress.

They were boarded vi-hile at anchor at Fort

Erie, and carried off; you will learn the par-

ticulars from others. A quantity of flour and

a little pork were ready to be shipped for

Amherstburg; but as I send you the flank

companies of the Newfoundland, no part of

the provisions can go this trip in the Lady

Prevost It will be necessary to direct her to

return with all possible speed, bringing the

Mary under her convoy. You will husband

your pork, for I sm sorry to say there is but

little in the country.

'• An interesting scene is going to commence

with you. J fini perfectly ut ease as to the

result, proviucii we can manage the Indians,

and keep them attached to the cause, which,

in fact, is theirs.

" The fate of the province is in your hands,
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judging by every appenrnncc ; we nro not to

rcmnin lonp; idle in tins qnnrtcr. Wore it not

for the positive injunctions of the conimnndcr

of the forces, I sliould have acted with greater

decision. This forbearance may be productive

of ultimate good, l)ut T doul)t its policy, but

perhaps we liave not the means of judging

correctly. You will, of course, adopt a very

dilTerent line of conduct. The enemy must

be kept in a stale of continual ferment. If

the Indians act as they did under Tecumseh,

who probably might be induced to return to

Aniherstburg, that army will very soon

dwindle to notl\ing. Your artillery must be

more numerous and eni'ctive than any the

enemy can bring,* and your store of amuui-

nition will enable you to harass him continu-

ally, without leaving much to chance.

"I trust you will liave destroyed every

barrack and public building, and removed tlic

pickets and other defences around the fort at

Detroit.

" You will have the goodness to state the

expedients you possess to enable you to re-

place, as far as possible, tliu heavy loss we

have .sustained in the Detroit Should I hear

of reinforcements coming up, j'ou may rely on

receiving your I'uc proportion. * *

May every possible success attend you."

These letters are interesting, from being

the la.st ever wiislen by Generul Brock, and

frou) their showing, also, his energetic yet

careful mind.

We have been most diligent in endeavoring

B«ule of Qut....i-u " '"•'•'^" ''^ ''« "^'"''y »»

HeiRiiw. possible,a correct version

of the events of the 13th Octobtr, and for that

purpovse have had many interviews with

veterans in different parts of the country who

were present on that Occasion. Conflicting

have been the statements, and it has been no

ea.sy task to reconcile all the discrepancies,

should we therefore seem to err, the fault has

arisen from no want of careful investigation,

but from the multiplicity of accouats all

ditfuring from each other.

The morning of the 13th was of the the

cold, stormy character, that marks so strongly

the ch ingeful climate of the Canadas. Thd

alarm was given before daylight that the

' The guns uuU uinmuuitioii captured at Detroit.

enemy were in motion, and Captain Dennis

of the 49th, who was in command at Queenston,

immcidiately marched his company (grenadier)

and the few militia who could be hastily

assembled, to the landing place opposite Lewis"

ton ; this small force was soon followed by the

liglit company of the 49th, and the remaining

dispo.sablc militia force. Here the attempt of

the enemy to eftbct a passage was, for some

time, successfully resisted, and several boats

were either disabled or sunk by the fire from

the one-gtm battery on Queenston Heights,

and that from the masked battery about a

mile below. Several boats were by the fire

from this last battery so annoyed, that falling

below the landing place, they were compelled

to drop down with the current, and rccross

to the American side. A considerable force,

however, had effected a landing, some distance

above, by a path, which had been long

considered impracticable, and was, therefore,

unguarded, and succeeded in gaining the

summit of the mountain. Had not this been

done the Americans would have been defeated,

by the force then present, as it was, the body,

which had made good their ascent, far out-

numbering the few troops opposed to them,

carried the battery and turned the right of the

British position, compelling them to retire

with considerable loss. No resistance could

now be offered to the crossing from Lewiston,

except by the battery at Vromont's pointi

already spoken of, and from this a steady and

harassing fire was kept up which did consider-

able execution. We give what now followed, on

(he authority of a vo'untcer who was attached

to ll c light company of the 49th.

" 1 retiring to the north end of the village,

on the Niagara road, our little band war. met

by Geieral Brock, attended by his A.D.C.,

Major Glegg, and Colonel M'Donell.'' Ho

was loudly cheered as he cried, " Follow me.

Boys!" and led us at a pretty smart trot

towards the mountain ; checking his horse to

a walk, he said, "Take breath, Boys!" wo

shall want it in a few minutes!" another

cheer was the hearty response both from

regulars and militia. At that time the top of

the mountain and a great portion of its sido

was thickly covered with trees, and was now

occupied by American riflemen. On arriving

at the foot of the mountain, where the road

i diverges to St David's, Generul Brock dis<
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mounted, and, waving his sword, climbed

over a high stone wall, followed by the troops

;

placing himself at the head of the light com-

pany of the 49th, he lod the way up the

mountain at double quick time, in the very

teeth of a sharp fire from the enemy's ride-

men—and, ere long, he was singled out by

one of them, who, coming forward, took deli-

berate Tiim, and fired ; several of the men

noticed the action, and fired—but too late

—

and our gallant General fell on his left side,

within a few feet of where I stood. Running

up to him, I enquired, " Are you much hurt,

sir?" He placed his hand on his breast, but

made no reply—and slowl\ sunk down. The

40th now raised a.shout, "Revenge the Gen-

eral !" and regulars and mililin, i'jd by Colonel

McDonell, pressed forward, anxious to revenge

the fall of their beloved leader, and literally

drove a superior force up the mountiiin side,

to a considerable distance beyond the summit.

The flank companies of the York Militia, un-

der Captains Cameron and Ileward, and

Lieutenants Robinson, McLean and Stanton,

bcfidcsmany others, whose names I lorpet,

eminently distinguished thimselvcs on this

occa.>^ion.

" At thisjuncture the f>ncmy were reinforced

by fresh troops, and afu'r a severe struggle,

in which Colonel McDonell, Caj tains DcMiis

and Williams, and most of our oflicers, were

cither killed or wounded, we were overpow-

ered by numbers, and forced tore reat, as

the enemy had outflanked us, and had nearly

succeeded in gaining our rear. Several of

our men were thus cut oflj and made prison-

ers—myself amongst the number."

V So far, Mr. G. S. Jarvis' account agrees with

those received from Captain Crooks, Colonel

Clark, Colonel Kerby, and Captain John

McMeekin—all of whom were present on this

occasion. It agrees, also, strictly with Jcmes'

statement. Up to the period of the engage-

ment the numbers of the Biitish regulars and

militia had never reached three hundred, over

two hundred of whom now retreated, and

formed in front of Vromont's battery, there to

await reinforcements—while Gen. Van Ran-

se.aer, considering the victory as complete,

crossed over in order to give directions about

fortifying the camp which he intended to oc-

cupy in the British territory, and then recrossed

to hasten the sending over reinforcements.

The position of the partie.-) was now thus

:

The Americans occupied the heights at Qnecn-

ston, with a force, certainly, e.xcpcding eight

hundred, and Gencriil Van Ranseliier ndniifs.as

will be seen in his letter to General nearliorn,

that "a number of boats now crossed over,

imannoyed, e.vccpt by the one unsilcnccd

gun," consequently more troops were hourly

arriving.

Early in the aflcrnoon, a body of abort

fifty Mohawks, under Norton and young

Brant, advanced through the woods, ti ok tip

a position in front, and a very shnrp skirniii-h

ensued, which mded in the Indiiins retirirg

on the reinfor omeuts which had no>v be;:;nn

to arrive from .''ort George. This reiiifnrce-

nient cons'ste i of three hundred and eighty

rank and fl'e of the 41st regiuieiif, and C'apt?.

James Crook's and McKwen's flank com] aa-

iesofthe 1st Lincoln; Capts. Neiiis' and W.
Crook's flank companies of thi." 4th Lincoln

;

Hall's, Durand's and Applegarth's companies

of the 5th Lincoln ; (Canuroti's, IFeward's and

Chisholm's flank companies of the York Mil'-

tia;) Major .iMerritt's Yeomanry corps, and »

body of Swayzee's Militia artillery, numberin;

in all between three and four hundred men. .V

short time afterwards, Col. Clark of the Militit,

arrived from Chippewa, with Cajit. Bullock's

company of the 41st; Capts. R. Hamilton'*

a id Row's flank companies of the 2nd Lin-

coln, and volunteer Sedentary Militia.

The whole British and Indian force thus

assembled, did not amount to more than one

thou.sand rank and file, of whom barely fivj

hundred and sixty were regulars. Tiie arti)-

lery consisted of two thrce-ponm'ers, under

the command of Lieutenant Orowther of ths

41st. The Indians now mustered, perhapf,

one hundred men.

After carefully reconnoitring. Gen. Sheaffi,

who had now assumed the command, con-

menced the attack by an advance of his let

flank,composed of thelight company ofthe 4 1 st,

pnder Lieut, and Adjutant M'fntyre, supported

by a body of militia and Indians, and a com-

pany of colored men under Capt. Runcher,

After a volley, the bayonet was resorted to, ard

the Americans right driven in. The main bocy

now advanced under cover of the fire from the

two three-pounders, and afur a short conflict

fbrced the Americans over the first ridge of tie

heights to the road leading from Quetnston to

"r ' a
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tlio Falls. IltTP, (Inditig ihciiisulvcs unniip-

portt'tl (rotii Ihc opposite >!ule,cxcfpt l>y the flre

from the American l)ntlerii'8,they surrendered,

with the exception of a few who had thrown

themselves down a steep ravine. James saj's

" they threw themselves over the precipice, as

if heedless of the danpier, and many must have

pirislicd in the flood. Others, no doubt, swam
across; and sonje escaped in the few boats

tbat remained entire, or whose crows could be

persuaded to approach the Canadian shore."

We have, however, a positive assurance from

Cjipt. Jolin NfacMicking, that this was not the

cnse. and tliat two only lost their lives by

being forced over the cliffs ; the reports, also,

that have been so industriously circulated, of

tte Indians lining the banks and tiring on the

Iiigilivcs, are, according to the same authority,

equally unfounded. The numbers, according

to Ja»i'js,under General Wadsworth, (who had

been lift in command by General Van Runse-

laer, when he recrossed to hurry over rein-

frcemeiits,) who now laid down their arms,

amoiHited to seventy-two officers and eight

hundred and fifty-eiglitrank and file, exlusive

cf two full boat loads previously taken. This

a:;count agrees with the statement of Mr.

I/epburn, of Chippewa, who alleges that

the return of prisoners given in by him

vas a trifle over nine hundred and fifty

I3cn.

The British loss amounted to sixteen killed,

and about seventy wounded, making witli the

l«ss in the morning a sum total of about one

lundred and (ifty killed and wounded. The

American loss,itis not so easy to arrive at ; one

writer (.Mr. Thompson), states the number as

rinety killed and eighty-two wounded ; ano-

tlier, Dr. Smith, in his history of the United

States* says, " in the course of the day eleven

lundred troops, regulars and militia, passed

into Canada from Lewiston, very few ofwhom
returned." In the Albany Gazette, at the

cenclusion of a most accurate account of the

bittle, tbc number that crossed is fixed at six-

teen hundred, of whom nine hundred were

regulars. This last statement seems the more

probable when we remember that General

Van Ransclaer admits eight hundred as over,

before he sent for the first reinforcements, and

tlat the boats were crossing all the morning

* Vt>luin« 3, p. aOO.
,

- v;

almoi-t undisturbed. This would give a loss

of over six hundred killed and wounded, and

the number seems by no means improbable

when wo remember that three boats were cut

to pieces, and that the loss in crossing in the

morning was very heavy.

The question now naturally arises, why did

not General Van Ranselaer send over more

troops, when he found General Sheaife receiv-

ing reinforcements, so as to retam his supe-

riority in numbers ? An answer to this will be

found in his despatch to General Dearborn, in

which a most ludicrous picture is drawn of

the behaviour ofthe American militia at Lewis-

ton, the more remarkable from the fact of these

being the very men who, only two days pre-

viously, were determined on an invasion of

Canada, without waiting for orders from their

commanding officer. "The ardor ofthe unen-

gaged troops," says theGenerol, "had entirely

subsided." Why? asks the reader! Their

wounded comrades had passed over, had des-

cribed the charge of the "green-tigers" and

militia in the morning, and had warned them

what they might expect if they came in contact

with troops infuriated at the loss of their be-

loved General. Ingersol saj's :
" Riding among

the miscreant militia, with some oftheir officers

and Judge Peck to second him, the disheart-

ened and disgusted General Van Ran^selaer in

vain tried to prevail on them to pass the river,

and .';ecure the victory won ; one-third would

do it, he assured them. But neither reason,

order, persuasion, nor shame had any effect."

" Fifteen hundred able-bodied men," says Gen.

Armstrong, " well armed and equipped,shortly

before clamorous with prowess lad untaroea-

ble spirits, now put on the raask of lawfulness

to hide their cowardice." Col Van Ranselaer

observes :
—" The panic had become so gene-

ral that but a small portion ofour army could

be prevailed on to cross. The remainder, to

their eternal shame, bo it said, instead of lend-

ing their aid to sustain their gallant brethren

in their victorious career, stood passively and

saw them cut up, and captured in the end by

a force amounting to about one-third of their

united number."

These hard expressions, be it remembered,

are none of our choosing ; they are the senti-

ments of American writer.**, and of writers, too,

who were anxious to palliate the misdeeds of

that day. It is not a little remarkable bow
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GonornI VVilkinHon, with the evidence of theso

pasdiigos bef ire him, could pen the following:

"The nnmca of the officers who acconi-

panied Colonel Van Ranselncr in this hurdy

enterprise deserve to be engraved on the scroll

of fiiine, for surmounting obstacles almost in-

superable, in the face of a det«,nnined enemy,

under a.heavy Arc, and dislodging and pursu

ing a superior force, consisting of two compa

nius of the 49th British Regiment, advantage-

ously posted, with an auxiliary body of militia

and Indiana. It was indeed a display ofintre-

pidity rarely exliibited, in which the conduct

and execution were equally conspicuous.

" Here true valo , so often mistaken for

animal courage, was attested by an appeal to

the bayonet, which decided the conflict with-

out a shot. It must not be forgotten that two

hundred and twenty-five men accomplish'^d

what six hundred were intended to achieve,

and the reader will bear in mind, that with

the single exception of Colonel Van Ranselaer,

it was the first military combat in which either

men or officers had been engaged. Under all

the circumstances, and on the scale of the

opuiations, the impartial soldier and compe-

tent judge will name this brilliant affair the

ehe/ iVauvre of the war."

If this affair, resulting in unconditional sur-

render, is to be considered as the ehfifWautre

of the war, we are at a loss in what light the

capitulation of Detroit is to be viewed. The
passages following are still more remarkable.

" Yet we heard of no mark of distinction, no

honorary promotions on the occasion ;* the

efQcacy of brevets liad not then been discov-

ered, nor had it become necessary to cover

the disgrace of the Cabinet, by raising up idols

fur the adoration of the people. It i tiue,

cotupletu success did not ultimately crown this

enterprise, but two great ends were obtained

for the country. It re-established the charac-

ter of the American army, and deprived the

enemy, by the death of Biock, of the best

oQicer that has headed their troops in Canada

throughout the war, and with his loss put an

end to their brilliant career,"—as was immedi-

ately exemplified by the still more unfortunate,

because ridiculous attempt, by Gen. Smyth.

• Rrror ! Gfiieral Van Runst'li\er. who was only Brevet
Major Geiietal was ctiiifiiriicd as Mnjnr UenemI, for his

dIsliiiifuUhed {(iUluatry and (lulilic spirit, in the u.ililary

Bervice of his country, i-specially during the lale war on
tlie Niagart frumier,—Ko. A.A.M.

The absurdity into which General Wilkin-

son's patriotism has here hurried him, is on

a par with that of some of the veracious his-

tories put forth by sundry American authors.

One writer,(Thomp8on,) in his account of the

affair in the morning, makes the Americans

three hundred and twenty strong, "entirely

routes the British 49th regiment of six hun-

dred strong, and ursues them up the heights,"

Not satisfied with quadrupling the numbers

of the 49th, he adds—" part of the 41st were

acting with the 49th, both of which regiments

distinguished themselves under the same com-

mander in Europe ; and the latter had obtain-

ed the title of the Egyptian Invincibles,

because they had never, on any occasion

BEFORE, been known to give ground."

One man of tlie 41st was present in the

morning. Lieutenant Crowther—and he was

the sole representative of the regiment on the

occasion.

Another writer, Dr. Smith, like his friend

Mr. Thompson, also introduces the "whole

49th regiment, six hundred strong," adding,

"They mutually resorted to the bayonet;

and, after a bloody conflict, the famous Invin-

cibles yielded to the superior energy of their

antagonists, although so far inferior in num-

bers." We have, however, given extracts

enough to show how entirely regardless of

truth and facts the greater number of the

American historians are, and how they have

stooped, not only to distort, but actually to

invent. "These," says James, "are the de-

lusions so industriously practised upon the

American people. No wonder then, that those

among them who have never been beaten into

a contrary opinion, still fancy they are pos-

sessed of the powess of demi-gods. What, by

way of example, can show this more clearly

than the letter from Lieut. Col. John Chrystie,

of the 18th, to General Cushing, the Adjutant

General. JThis letter begins, " In obedience

to orders of the 8th inst, requiring from me

a particular statement in relation to the affair

at Queenston, I have the honor to transmit

a journal of the incidents connected with that

affair, which fkll under my obseuvation."

It is difficult to account for a man, holding

high rank in the service, deliberately penning

a falsehood, especially when its refutation

was so easy, with so many actors on that

v^i
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bloody stngc, at hand, nnd ready to note the

untruth, wo must therefore aBcribc the follow-

ing imHsngo in his " particular statement," to

a diseased imagination. " Our wholk roncr:

CNDEK AllMS AT THE TIMR, (nbout tWO, P. M.)

WAS t.KSS THAN TUKKE UUNDIIED, with blit One

piece of nrtillery, ond not a dozen rounds for

it
;
yet I am well persuaded a retreat much

less a surrender, was not thought of ; and that

the troops were in fact in as high spirits as if

we had been superior." The absurdity of this

is too glaring, when wo remember that half an

hour after the exhibition of " high spirits,"

these very gallant soldiirs broke and fled like

uo many sheep before a force slightly inferior.

Wo have now shewn the principal events of

the 18th, and propose to
Desipalclies from the .

' ,

two iniiiniiimiiiiR oiB- givcanrt compare the ue-
cer. c«n.,«r«l.

gpatches of the opposing

Generals to their respective commanding offi-

cers. " From Major General Sheaffe to Sir

George Prevost."*

• From General Van Ransclaer, to t/ie Ameri
can Secretary of War,

Head QuarterB, Lowiston, Oct. 14th, 1812.

Sir,—As the movements of this Army under
my command, 8inco I hud last the honor to address

you on the 8th, have been of a very important
character, producing consequences serious to many
individuals ; establishing facts actually connected
with the interest of the service an** the safety of

the army ; and as I stand prominently responsible

for some of these consequences, I beg leave to

explain to you. sir, and through you to my country,

the situation and circumstances in which I have
had to act, and the reasons and motives which
governed me, and if the result is not all that might
have been wished, it is such that, when the whole
ground shall be viewed, I shall cheerfully submit
myself to the judgment of my country.

In my letter on the 8th instant, I apprised you
that the crisis in this campaign was rapidly advan-
cing; and that (to repel the same) "the blow
must be soon struck, or all the toil and expense
of the campaign will go fur nothing, for the whole
will be tinged with dishonor."

Under such impressions, I had, on the 5th

instant, written to Brig. General Smyth, of the

United States forces, requesting an interview with

him. Major General Hall, and the commandants
of regiments, for the purpose of conferring upon
the subject of future operations. I wrote Major
General Hall to the same purport. On the 11th

I had received no answer from Gen. Smyth ; but

in a note to me of the 10th, General Hall mention-

ed that General Smyth had not yet then agreed

upon any day for the consultation.

In the mean time, the partial success of Lieu-

tenant Elliot at Black Rock (of which however, I

have received no official information) began to

Fort George, Oct. 13, 1^12.

Sm,—I have the honor of informing your

Excellency, that the enemy made an attack

with considerable force, this morning, before

day light, on the position of Queenstown. On

receiving intelligence of it. Major Gen, Brock

immediaicly proceeded to that post, and I am

excessively grieved in having to add, that lie

fell whilst gallantly cheering his troops to an

exertion for maintaining it. With him the

position was lost ; but the enemy wos not al-

lowed to retain it long, reinforcements having

been sent up from this post, composed of regu-

lar troops, militia, and Indians: ainovemcnt

was made to turn his left, while some artillery,

under the able direction of Copt. Ilolcroft, sup-

ported by a body of infantry, engaged his at-

tention in front. This direction was aided, too,

by the judicious position which Norton, and

the Indians with him, had taken on the woody

brow of the high ground above Queenston.

" A communication being thus opened with

Chippewa, a junction was formed of succours

excite a strong disposition in the troops to act.

This was expressed to me through various chan-

nels, in the shape of an alternative ; that tliey

must have orders to act, or at all hazards they

would go home. I forbear here commenting upon
the obvious consequences, to me personally, of

longer withholding my orders under such circum-

stances.

I had a conference with , as to the possi-

bility of getting fcome person to pass over into

Canada, and obtain correct information. On the

morning of the 4th, ho wrote to me that he had
procured the man, who bore his letter to go over.

Instructions were given him : he passed over,

and obtained such information as warranted an

immediate attack. This was confidently com-
municated to several of my first officers, and
produced great zeal to act; more especially aE> it

might have a controlling effect upon the movement
at Detroit, where it was supposed that General

Brock had gone with all the force he dared to

spare from the Niagara frontier. The best pre-

parations in my power were, therefore, made to

dislodge the enemy from the heights of Queens-

town, and possess ourselves of the village, where

the troops might be sheltered from the distressing

inci <)ncy of the weather.

Lieutenant Colonel Fleming's flying artillery,

and a detachment of regular troops under his com-

mand, were ordered to be up in season from Fort

Niagara. Orders were also sent General Smyth

to send down from Buffalo such detachments of

his brigade as existing circumstances in that vici-

nity might warrant. The attack W8« to be made
at three o'clock on the morning of the lHh, hy

crossing over in boats from the old ferry opposite

the heights. To avoid any embarrassment in

crossing the river, (which is here a sheet of violent
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that had been ordered from that pont. The

enemy wan thou attacked, and, after a short,

but Hpirited conflict, wag completely defeated.

I liad the satisfaction of receiving the sword ol

their commander, Brigadier General Wads-

worth, on the field of battle, and many offi-

cers, with nine hundred men, were made pris-

oners, and more may yet be expected. A
stand of colors and one six-pounder, were

also taken. The action did not termin-

ate til! nearly three o'clock in the afternoon,

and their loss, in killed and wounded, must

have been considerable. Ours I believe to

have been comparatively small in numbers

;

no officers were killed besides Major-Oeneral

Brock, one of the most gallant and zealous

officers in his Miycsty'a service, whose loss

cannot be too much deplored ; and Lieut.-Col.

M'Doneil, provincial aidode-camp, whoso gal-

lantry and" merit render him worthy of bis

chief. Captains Dennis and Williams, com-

manding the Qank companies of the 49th

regiment, who were stationed at Queenslon,

were wounded, bravely contending at the

head of their men against superior numbers;

but I am glud to have it in my power to add,

that Captain Dennis was fortunately able to

keep the field, though it was with pain and

difllculty, and Captain Williams' wound is not

likely long to deprive ine of his service,

" I am particularly indebted to Capt. IIoI*

croft, of the royal artillery, for his judiciom

and skilful co-operation with the guns and

howitzers under his immediate superintend*

ence; their well-directed fire contributed

materially to the fortunate result of the day.

" Captain Dcrenzy, of the 4!.st regiment,

broi J t up the reinforcements of that corps

from Fort Gsorge, and Captain Bullock led

that of the same regiment from Chippewa;

and under their commands those detachments

acquitted themselves in such a manner as to

sustain the reputation which the 41st regiment

had already acquired in the vicinity ofDeiroit.

eililies,) experienced boatmen were procured, to

tHko llie boats, from the landing below the place

of uinltiirkation. Lieutenant Sim was uoiisidcred

the man of the greatest skill for tliis service ; he

went ahead, and, in the extreme darkness, passed

tiie intended place far up the river; and there, in

the nioi^t extraordinary manner, fastened his boat

to the shore, and abandoned the detachment.

In this front boat he had carried nearly all tiie

oars, which were prepared for the boats. In this

agonizing; dilennna stood officers and men, whose

ordoi' had not cooled by exposure through tiie

ni;;ht, to one of the most treiuendoas north-ea~t

Btui'ui:), which continued unal)ated for twenty-eight

hours, and deluged the whole camp. Colonel

Van itanselaer was to have commanded the de-

tachment.

After this result I had hoped that the patience

of the troops would have continued, until I could

Bubuiit the plan suggested in my letter of the 8th.

tliat I might act under, and in contbrmity to, the

opinion which might be then expressed. But my
hope was idle; tlie previously excited ardor

Beamed to have gained nc>v heat from the late

miscarriage; the brave men were mortified to

stop short of their object, and the timid thought

laurels half won by the attempt.

On the morning of the 12th, such was the prea-

Bure upon me from all quarters, that I became
Batiafied that my refusal to act might involve me
in suspicion, and the service in disgrace.

Lieutenant-Colonel Ci)ri.stie, who had just ar-

rived at the Four-Mile Creek, and had, late in the

night of the 1st, contemplated an attack, gallantly

otieied me his own and his men's services: but

he got my permission too late. He now again

came forward, had a conference with Colonel Van
Ranselaer, and begged that ho might have the

honor of a command in the expeilition. The ar-

rangement was made. Colonel Van Ranselaer was
to cunnnand one column of 3UU militia; and
Lieutenant-Colonel Chri.<4tie a column of the same
number of regular troops.

Every precaution was now adopted as to boats,

and the most contidenlial and experiencud men
to n)a!iage them. At an early hour in the night,

Lieuicnant-Colonel Christie marched his detach-

ment by the rear road from Niagara to the camp.
At seven in the evening Liuut.-Colonel Strana-

lian's regiment moved from Niagara Falls; at

eight o'clock Mead's, and at nine o'clock Lieute-

nant-Colonel Bland's regiment marched from the

same place. All were in camp in good season.

Agreeably to my orders, issued upon this occa-

sion, the two colunnis were to pass over together

;

as soon as the heights should be carried, Lieute-

nunt-Colonel Fenwick's flying artilery wa.s to pass

over; then Miijor Mullany's detachment of regu-

lars ; and the other troops to follow in order.

Colonel Van Ranselaer, with great presence of

mind, ordered his oflicers to proceed with rapidity,

an 1 storm the fort. This service was gallantly

performed, and the enemy driven down the hill

in every direction. Soon after this, both parties

were considerably reinforced, and the conflict waa
renewed in various places. Many of tlie enemy
took shelter behind a stone guard-house, where a

piece of ordnance was now briskly served.

I ordered the tire of our battery to be directed

upon the guard-house ; and it was so eftectually

done, that with eight or ten shots the fire was
silenced. The enemy then retreated behind a
large stone house ; but in a short time the route

became general, and the enemy's fire was silenced,

except from a one-gun battery, so far down the

r.ver as to be out of the reach of our heavy ord-

nance ; and our light pieces could not silence it.

A uiimber of boats now passed over unannoyed.

? :
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" Major General Brock, 8oon after hiii arrival

at QuccnHton, had smt down orders for balter-

in-^ the Amoricnn fort at Niagara. Urigade-

Mi\jor Kvnns, who was left in charge of Fort

Guorgi<, directed the opcrationnagninRt it with

80 much effect, as to pitencc its fire, and to

force the troops to abandon it; and, by IiIh

prudent precautions, he prevented mischief of

a most serious noture, which otherwise might

have been effected—the enemy having Ui cd

heated shot in firing at Fort George.

" In these services he was nwst effectually

aided by Colonel Ciaus, who remained in the

fort at my desire, and by Captain Vigoureaux

of the Royal Engineers. Brigade-Major

Fvans also mentions the conduct of Captains

Powell and Cameron of the Militia Artillery,

in temm of commendation.

•'Lieut Crowthcr, of the 41 st Regiment,

bad charge of two three-pounders that had

accompanied the movement of our little corps,

and they were employed with good effect.

" Copt. Glegg, of the 49th Regiment, aide-

de-camp to our lamented fVicnd and General,

afforded me most essential assistance ; and I

found he services of Lieutenant Fowler, of

except by tlie one unsilcnced gun. For some
time af^er I had passed over the victorv appeared
complete, but In expectation of further attacks,

I WHS taking measures for fortifying my camp im-

mediately ; the direction of this service I commit-
ted to Lieutenant Totten. of the engineers. But
very soon the enemy were reinforced liy a deatch-

ment of several hundred Indians from Chippewa;
they commenced a furious attack; but were
promptly met and routed by the rifle and bayonet.

ly this time I perceived my troops were embark-
ing very slowly. I passed immediately over to

accelerate their movements; but, to my utter

astonishment, I found that, at the very moment
when complete victory was in our hands, the

ardor of the unengaged troops had entirely sub-

aided. I rode in all directions; urged the men by

every consideration to pass over, but in vain

Lieutenant-Colonel Bloom, who had been wounded
in action, returned, mounted his horse and rode
through the camp ; as did also Judge Peck, who
happened to be here, exhorting the companies to

proceed, but all in vain.

At this time a large reinforcement from Fort

George was discovered coming up the river. As
the battery on the hill was considered an import*

ant check against ascending the heights, measures

were immemately taken to send them afresh sup-

ply of amunition, as I learnt there were only left

twenty shot for the eighteen-poundcrs. The rein-

forcements, however, obliqued to the right from

the road, and formed a junction with the Indians

la rear of the heights. Finding to my infinite

the 41st Regiment, Axsistnnt Deputy Qiinrlcr<

master-General, very useful. I have derived

much aid, too, f^om the activity and intelli-

gence of Lieutenant Kerr, of the Glengtirry

Fenciblcs, whom I employed in communicating

with the Indians and other flanking parties.

" I was unfortunately deprived of the aid of

the experience and ability of Lieutenant-

Colonel Myers, Deputy Quarter-Master Gene-

ral, who had been sent up to Fort Erie, a few

days before, on duty, which detained him

there.

"Lieutenant-Colonel Butler and Clark of

the Militia, and Captains Ilatt, Durand, Rowe,

Applegarth, James, Crooks, Cooper, Robert

Hamilton, McEwen, and Duncnn Cameron

;

and Lieutenants Robinsonf and Butler, com-

manding flank companies of the Lincoln ond

York Militia, led their men into action with

great spirit Major Merritf, commanding the

Niagara dragoons, accompanied nic, and gave

much a.ssista-ice with part of his corps. Cop-

tain A. Hamilton, belonging to it, was disabled

from riding, and attached himself to the guns,

under Captain Holcroft, who speaks highly of

his activity and usefulness. I beg leave to

mortification, that no reinforcements would paos

over ; seeing that another severe conflict must
soon commence ; and know ing that the brave
men at the heights were quite exhausted, and
nearly out of anmiunition ; ull I could do, was to

send them a fresh supply of cartridges. At this

critical moment I despatched a note to General
Wadsworth aequuinting him with our situalioii:

leaving the course to be pursued much to his own
judgment ; with the assurance that if he thou>iht

best to retreat, I would endeavor tosendssmony
boats as I could command, and cover his retreat

by every Are I could safely make. But the t)outs

were dispersed ; many of the boatmen had fled,

panic Struck ; ond but few got off. Vy note,

however, could but little more than have reached
General W , about four o'clock, when a most
severe and obstinate conflict commenced, and
continued for about half an hour, with a tremen-

dous fire of cannon, flying artillery and mu«>ketry.

The enemy succeeded in re-possessing their bat-

tery, and gaining advantage on every side ; the

brave men who had gained the victory being ex-

hausted of strength and ammunition, and grieved

ot the unpardonable neglect of their fellow sol-

diers, gave up the conflict

I can only add, that the victory was really won;
but lost for the want of a small reinforcement

;

one-third part of the idle men might have
saved all. I have the honor to be, kc.

STxrHXM Yam Rambuaxe.
Hon. William Eustis.

Secretary of War.

t Kow ChiefJuMice ot Upper Couada.
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•dd, that Tolunteont flNw, TboiMOn, and

Jarvix, attached to tho flank compnniun or the

41*th Regiment, conducted theinKelvcM with

great Hpirit ; the firNt having hcen wounded,

and the lant having Ueen taken priHoner.* I

beg leave to rccominend thenc young men to

jour Excellency'H notice.

"Norton is wounded, but not bodljr; ho

and thelndians particularly diHtinguished thcm-

Relveo, and 1 have very great flatisfaclion in

aMuring your Excellency that tho spirit and

good conduct of Ills Majesty's troopN, of the

militia, and of the other provincial corps,

were eminently conspicuous on this occasion.

" I have not been able to asccrtoin as yet the

number ofour troops, or ofthose of the enemy

engaged ; ours did not, I believe, exceed the

number of the prisoners we have taken ; and

their advance, wliich efTucted a landing, pro-

bably amounted to thirteen or fourteen hun-

dre 1 men.

" I shall do myself the honor of transmitting;

to your ExcelK-ncy further details, when I

shad have received the several reports of the

occurrences which did not pass under my own
observation, with the return of the casualties,

and those of the killed and wounded, and of

t he ordnance taken.

" I have the honor to be,

(Signed,) K. H. SHKArre,

Miijor'Oeneral.'"

By comparing these two bulletins (General

Sheaife's and Van Ranse aer) with the text,

tho reader will be able to form a very fair

judgment as to the parties who were really en-

tilled to the honor of the day. Two passages

in Qeneral Van Ranselaer's dispatch must not

be overlooked : what ho styles " the fort " that

was stormed with such " presence of mind "

by Col. Van Ransefaer, was in reality a one-

gun battery, and was the only approach to a

defence on the heights. In tho afternoon

there were two three pounders, but the

eighteen-pounder had by that time been

spiked. In another place General Van Ran-

Itelaer states," The enemy were reinforced by a

detachment of several hundreds of Indi tns

from Gh^pewa." Now, after the most dili-

\BbtA eikqtihy into the InJ'an force, from various

dfiders who (Jistitiguiabed themselres on this

•A Captain of Militia waa given in czchonM for Mr.
Jtuna • wt«k aAer the Ijaiile.

ociaxion, we have not betfl tlitf te liwkl tht

nuiiiboiN of the li.dians anything npiirojicliing

to one hundred, at any part of the day.

Neither (Jcntnil Van Hansalaor, nor any of

his offlci;rs,cvcrhiid an opportunity ofknow ing

what the real niiinber of the Indians were, for

they were masked by trees; the si'veral

hundreds existed only in the imagination of

the General and his troops.

Another dis|)atch* which we give below, is

also very incorrect. Cantain Wool gives the

40th regiment fanr flank companies, ontl

stationsG' neral Brock at their hca'l,thuHgiving

the Americans credit for all the olfensive

opcratitms in the early part of the day, w hen

it is notorious that after compelling the two

flank conipanics to retire, the Americans acted

afterwards on tho defensive.

• From Captain Wml to Colonel Van Jian-
telaer.

BulfuIoOct. 2,3, ISI.'.

Dear Sir,

I have the honor to commiiiiicnte to roii the
eircuiii'tanees uttendhig the storming of Queeim-
toii battery on the 18th inst; with tlioso which
happened previously you are already well ac-

qtminted.

In pursuance of your order, we proceeded round
the point and ascended the rucks, which bruu^tht

us pHrily in rear of the battery. We took it wiili-

out much resi^tanee. I iunneiliately formed liehiud

it, and imnting the village, when 1 obiierveil Qen,
Brock with his troops formed, consi!4tifig of tour

contpaides of the 49th regliiienl, and a few niilitin,

inareliing for otir left flank. 1 iinme tintely de-

tached a party of 160 men, to take pos!tei>.iion of
the heights above Qneenston buttery, and to

hold Gun. Brock in rheek ; but, in coiisequeuc*

of ilia saperiur force, they n.-trtwtod. I sent a re-

inforcement; nutwithstanding wliivh, the enemy
drove us to the edge of the banl< ; when, wiib

the greatest exertions, we lirouglit the troops to

a stand, and I ordered the otHcera to bring ilieir

men to a charge as soon as tho utnnnmition was
expended, whieh was executed with sotne con-

fusion, and in a few moments the enemy retreated.

We pursued them to the edge of tlie hei^ihts,

when Col. H'Donald had his hortie shot from

under him, and was mortally nounded. In the

interim. General Brock, in attempting to rally his

forces, was killed, when the enemy di^per^ed in

in every direction. As soon as it was practicable,

I formed the troops in a line on the heights

fronting the village, and ininiediutely detached

flanking parties, Mhich consisted of Cupt. Machea-

ney, ofthe 6th regiment, Lieut. Smith, and Ensign

Orosvenor, with a small detachment of riflemen,'

who had that moment arrived ; at the same time,

I ordered LieuL Ganesvoort and Lieut. Raiidolph,

with $, detachment of artillery, to drill out an 18-

pounder which had been previously spiked, and,

if possible, to bring it to bear upon the village.

1*1

f

1

• I,
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Again, General Brock had not then arriverl,

and it wns his arrival that led to the brilliant

charge in which nn inferior force compelled a

supciior force to retire up hill; one of th(

most brilliant and daring feat) on record, and

in which the niilitiadistingiiished themselves to

the full as much as the regulars, fighting side

by side, and animated wiih a burning desire to

revenge the loss of a commander whose inter-

course v.ith them had inspired at once respect

and alTection. There is very little doubt that

the death of the British GeneMl cost the life

of many an invader on that day, which would

otherwise have been spared.

Ppwniinl " apprnr-
aiice ii{ Gtu. Hrotk.

As we are unacquainted with the preserva-

tion of any portrait, public

or private, of Gen. Brock

in this country, it may not be uninteresting to

give larc a slight sketch. In person he was

tall and s'out, even inclining to corpulency

;

of fair and florid complexion, with a large fore-

head and full face, though the features wen-

not prominent. His eyes were rather small,

of a greyish blue, with a slight cast in one of

them. His mouth was small, with fine teeth,

and when his countenance was lighted by a

smile the expression was particularly pleasing.

In manner he was exceedingly affable and

gentlemanlike, Oi" a cheerful and social habit

partial to dancing, and, though never married,

he was extremely partial to female society.

Of the soundness of his judgment and

bravery we have already adduced sufficient

Tlie wounded and prisoners I ordered t(J be col-

lected, and sent to the guard-house. About this

tin\e, ^liicli wasal)out three or (our o'clock in the

aftoriioon, Lieut.-Coi. Christie arrived, and took

the command. He ordered me across the river

to get my wounds dressed. I remained a short

time. Ou"- flunking piirties had been driven in

by the Indiiins, but Gnn. Wividworth and other

officers arriving, we had a short skirmish with

them, and they retreated, and I crossed the river.

The officers engaged in storming the battery

were Captains Wool and Ogilvie; Lieutenants

Kearney, Ilugouin, Carr. and Simmons . ofth j 43d
regiment ; Lieutenant Ganesvoort and Rardolph,

of the light artillery ; and Major Lush, of the mili-

tia.

I recommend to your particular notice Lieuts.

Kandolph, Carr, and Kearney, for their brave

conduct exhibited during the whole of the action.

I have the honor to be.

Your most obedient humble Servant,

John E Wool, Capt. 13th regt. inft.

Ooloael Van Kauselaer.

evidence to render any further comment super-

Huoup, especially as our notes will show the

scntinKiits of the Province on the occasion of

his death.

The " Quebec Gazette " contained the notice

„ . , of his def,th which will be
Puhlie npininii of . , , , ^ , ^,

Geii. Brock'* ciiatuc- found b.'l.ow ;' and the sen-
ler a..d value.

jj^^^^j^ ^f ^^^^ 2^.^;^^ g^.

vernment on the melancholy occasion, were

thus expressed in a despatch from Earl

Bathurst, Secretary ofStatefor the Colonies, to

Sir George Prevost :
—

" His Royal Highness the Prince Regent is

fully a\\ are of the severe loss which His Ma-

jesty's survic has experienced in the death of

Major-General Sir Isaac Brock. This would

have been sufficient to have clouded a victory

of much greater importance. His Majesty has

lost in him not only an able and meritorious

officer, but one who, in the exercise of his

functions of provisional Lieutenant-Governor

of the Province, displayed qualities admirably

adapted to dismay tiie disloyal, to reconcile

the wavering, and to animate the great mass

of the inhabitants against successive attempts

ov'the enemy to invade the Province, in vhe

lust of which he fell, too prodigal ofthat life of

whicii liis eminent services had taught us to

understand the value."

* The news of the death of this excellent officer

has been received here ns u public cuhimity.

The attendant circumstances of victory scarcely

'.necked the painful sensation. His long residence

in this province, an'-< particularly in this place, had
made him in habits and good offices almost a

citizen ; and his frankness, cunciliatory disposition

and elevated demeanour, an estimable one. The
expressions of regret as general as he wa" known,
and not uttertd by tiiends and acquaintance only,

but by every gradation of class, not only by grown
persons, but young children, are the test of his

worth. Such too is the only eulogium worthy of

the good and brave, and the citizens o( Quebec
have with solemn emotions, pronounced it to hia

memory. But at this anxious moment other leel-

ings are excited by his loss. General firock had
acquired the confidence of the inhabitants

within his own government. lie had secured
their attachment permanently by his own
merits. They were one people animated by
one disposition, and this he had gradually

wound up to the crisis in which they were placed.

Strange as it may seem, it is to be feared that ho
had become too important to them. The heroic

militia of Upper Canada, more particularly, bad
knit themselves to his parsot: ; and it is yet to be

ascertained whether the desire to avenge his death

can compensate the many euibarraasments it will

occasion..
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CONTENTS.

Opinions of the Press respecting General Brock's

character and value, continued.—Armistice

conchided the day after the battle.—Treatment

of the prisoners.—Disposal of the prisoners.

—

Attempts of the Press to keep up the " war

spirit " by misrepresentation.—Refusal of the

Militia to cross the Niagara llivcr, another proof

that tlie war was not as popular as represented.

—Resignation of General Van Ranselaer, and

appointment of General Smyth.—Destruction

of the fortifications at Black Rock, and of the

furs taken in the Caledonia.— Capture of Cana-

dian voyageurs.—General Smyth's proclama-

tions.—Invasion of Canada by General Smyth.

—Effects of this failure at invasion.—Position

of affairs on the Detroit and Lower Canadian

frontiers.—Causes of General Dearborn's in-

action.

The two notices, we have already given, might

almost be considered suf-

ficient evidence of the

eminence to which Gen.

Brock had raised him-

self by his civil and military talents, and of

t'le corrcspondi.ntly deep grief with which his

Opinions of the Press,
rps|iietiiig: (jieu. Brock's
chiiriiciur and value,
cuclinucd.

* The private letters from Upper Canada, in giv-

ing the account of the late victory at Queenston,

are partly taken up with encomiastic lamentations

upon tlie never-to-be-forgotten General Brock,

which do honor to the character and talents of

the man they deplore. The enemy have nothing

to hope from the loss they have inflicted ; they

have created a hatred which panteth for revenge.

Although General Brock may be said to have fallen

in the midst of his career, yet iiis previons ser-

vices in Upper Canada will be lasting and highly

beneficial. When he assumed the government of

the province, ho found a divided, disaffected,

and, of course, a weak people. He has left them
united and strong, and the universal sorrow of

the province attends his fall. The father, to his

childreu, will make known the mournful story.

The veteran, who fought by his side in the heat

and burthen of the day of our deliverance, will

venerate his name.

untimely fate was dcplor; i throughout, not
only these Provinces, but the Mother Country
also. Yet wo feel tempted to add one or two
more tributes to his memory. The first is

from a Alontreal paper of the day;* the second
from Ilowison's "Sketches of Upper Canada."t
The most conclusive proof, however, of the

general estimation in which Sh Isaac Brock
was held, is, perhaps, to be found in General
Van Ranselaer's letter of condolence to Gen.
Sheaffe, on the occasion of bis luneral, in which
Gen. Van llanselaer exprcsi .o his desire to pay
" a just tribute of respect to the gallant dtad,"

and informs Gen. Sheaffe, that "T shall order

a salute for the funeral of General Brock to

be fired here,t imd at Fort Niagara this after-

noon.

This generous conduct ofGen.Van Ranselaer

evinced feelings worthy of a soldier and a

man.

The President, Mr. Madison, when alluding

to the battle of Queenston in his message to

Congress, observed, " Our loss has been con-

siderable, and is doeply to be lamented. That
of tiie enemy, less ascertained, will be the

fU3 waq more popular, ,• 1 more beloved by the
inhabitants of Upper Canada, than any man they
ever had among them, and with reason ; for he
possessed, in an eminent degree, those virtues
which add lustre to bravery, and those talents

that shine alike in the cabinet and in the field.

His manners and disposi lions were so conciliating

as to gain thenffoction of all whom he commanded,
while his innate nobleness and dignity of mind
secured him a respect almost amounting to 'fene-

ration. He is now styled the He/o of Upper Ca-
nada, and, had he lived, there is no doubt buttht>

war would have terminated very differently from
what it did, Tlie Canadian farmers arc not over-

burthcned with sensibility, yet I have f.een seve-

ral of them shed tears wlien an eulogium was
pronounced upon the immortal and generous-
minded deliverer of their couiitry.

General Brock was killed close to the road that

ILewistou.

.'..t.
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more felt, as it includen amongst the killed the

commanding general, who was also the Gover-

nor of the Province."

General Brock was interred on the 16th

October, with his A.D.C., Col. McDonnell, at

Fort George. Major Glegg says on the sub-

ject,
—"Conceiving that an interment, in

every respect military, would be the most

appropriate, I made choice of a cavalier bastion

which he had lately suggested, and which had

just been finished under his daily superintend-

ence."

On the morning after the battle,an armisticct

Armistice concluded ^"S Concluded by Gene-
tlie day after the battle, j^jg y^n Ranselaer and

Sheaffe. James,in reference to this proceeding,

remarks,—"It is often said that we throw

away with the pen, what we gain by the

sword. Had General Brock survived the

Queenston battle, he would have made the

18th October a still more memorable day by

crossing the river and carrying Fort Niagara,

which at that precise time was nearly stripped

leads through Queenston village ; this spot may
be called classic ground, for a view of it must avra-

ken in the minds of all those who duly appreciate

the greatness of his character, and are acquainted

with the nature of his resources and exertions,

feelings on warm and enthusiastic as the contem-

plation of monuments consecrated by antiquity

can ever do.

Nature had bieen very boantifnl to Sir Isaac

Brock in those personil gifts which appear to such

peculiar Advantage in ihe army, aud at the first

glance the soldier and the gentleman were seen.

In stature he was tall, his fine and benevolent

countenant^e was a perfect index of his mind, and

his manners were courteous, frank, and engaging.

Brave, liberal, and humane ; devoted to his sov-

ereign, and loving his country with romantic fond-

ness ; in command so gentle and persuasive, yet

80 firm, that he possessed the rare faculty of ac-

quiring both the respect and the attachment of all

who served under him. When urged by some
IViends, shortly before his death, to be more care-

ful of his pcrsoi^, he replied :
" How can I expect

my men to go where I am afraid to lead tlteiti
;"

and although, perhaps, his anxiety ever to shew a

good example, by being foremost in danger, in-

duced him to expoite hiitaselfmore than strict pru-

dence or formality warranted, yet, if be erred on

this point, liia error was that of a ioldffer. Ele-

vated to the government of Upper Canada, he re-

claimed many of the disaffected by mildness, and

fixed the Kaverlng by the argument of success;

and having no national partialities to gratify, that

ropk on which so many provincial governors have

split, he tteked equal favor and joBtice to all.

f The arinistice was to lie in force only on the iVoMiei'

between Lakea Ontario and Erie.

of its garrison. Instead of doing this, and of

putting an end to the campaign upon the

Niagara frontier. General Shcafie allowed

himself to be persuaded to sign an armistice,

the very thing General Van Ranselaer wanted.

The latter, of course, assured his panic struck

militia, that the British General had sent to

implore one of him; (rather a hasty conclusion

this of James,) and that he. General Van
Ranselaer, had consented, merely to gain time

to make some necessary arrangements. Such

of the militia as had not already scampered

off, now agreed to suspend their journey home-

ward, and try another experhnent at invasion."

When James penned the above, he did not

take into consideration, that the number of

American prisoners, then in General Sheaffe's

charge, far exceeded the united strength

of his whole army, when the Indian force was

withdrawn ; and, besides, that with his very

limited means of defence, he had a frontier of

forty mil 08 to protect. He seems also to have

lost 2ight of the fact that General Van Ran.

selaer retired from the command on the 18th

British-born subjects soon felt convinced that with

him their religion or their birth-place was no ob-

stacle in their advancement. Even over the minds

of the Indians Sir Isaac Brock gained, atandnftcr

the capture of Detroii:, an ascendency altogether

unexampled, and whic!. he Judiciously exercised

for purposes conducive equally to the cause of

humanity and to the interests of his conntry. He
engaged them to throw aside the scalping knife,

implanted in their breasts the virtues of clemency
and forbearance, a.>d taught them to feel pleasure

and pride in the compassion extended to a van-

quished enemy. In return they revered him as

their common father, and while under his com-
mand were guilty of no excesses. It is well known
that this untutored people, the children of the

forcbts, value personal much more highly than

mental qualities, but the union of both in their

leader was happii/ calculated to impress their

haughty aud masculine minds with respect and

admiraiion ; and the speech delivered by Tecnm-
seh, after the capture of Detroit, is illustrative of

the sentiments with which he had inspired these

warlike tribes. "I have heard," observed that

chief to hira, " much of your fame, and am happy
again to shake by the band a brave brother war-

rior. The Americans endeavour to give us a

mean opinion of British Generals, but we have

been the witnesses of your valour. In crossing

the river to attack the enemy, we observed yon

from a distance standin,; the whole time in an

erect pOstnre, and, when the boats reached the

shore, yon were among the first who jumped on

land. Your bold i\nd sudden movements fright-

ened the enemy, and you compelled then to MU-
render to ball their own forco.
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October. He (Qcn. Van Ranselaer) seems

indeed to have resolved on this course even

two days before, for in his letter of the 16th,

i.5 General Sheaffo, he writes,—"As this is

probably the last communication I shall have

the honour to make to you," ita. This does

not look much like entertaining hopes of a

third descent on Canada. Christie's remarks

are more deserving of consideration. In

speaking of the armistice he writes:—" This

and the former armistice, without affording

any present advantage, proved of material

prejudice to the British on Lake Erie. The

Americans availed themselves of so favorable

an occasion to forward their naval stores,

unmolested, from Black Rock to Presque Isle,

by water, which they could not otherwise

have effected, but with immense trouble and

expense, by land, and equipped at leisure the

fleet which afterwards wrested from us the

command of that lake." There is much

force in these remarks, yet with a body of

prisoners equalling in number his whole forcei

and with an enemy in front of double his

strength, it is not to be wondered at, that

General Shcaffe should have adopted prudent

measures, so as to dispose, at least, of his

prisoners.

Although it has been very generally acknow-

Tre«tmeut of the ledged that the prisoners

prisoners. yfera treated with great

kindness and consideration, yet a few mis-

representations have crept abroad on the

subject. One writer (Author of Sketches of

the War) says—" For want of will or power

they put no restraint upon their Indian allies

who were stripping and scalping not only the

slain but the dying that remained on the field

of battle," and in proof of his assertion he

adduces the facts, that a Capt Ogilvie recog-

nised the corpse of an Ensign Morris, which

had been Stripped of its shirt, and a dead

soldier who^e scull had been cloven by a toma-

hawk ; he forgets,however,or seems to consider

it unnecessary, to enquire whethi?r the ensign's

shirt had not been stolen by one of his own
men, or whether the soldier might not have

received the fatal blow during the contest.

We only bring these trifles forward to show

how anxious to misrepreeent some Americftn

writers have been, and how de^roua to pdlHate

the monstrous cruelUos perpetriited by them

on the Indians during their long and numerous

frontier wars.

Two days after the battle, the prisoners

Di«po»al of the pris- «"><J wounded, both nili-

"""•'
tia and regulars, were

sent across the river, upon their parole, as

were General Wadsworth, and (James says all

Christie some) the principal ofiBcors, the non-

commissioned officers and privates of the

regular army were sent to Montreal to await

their exchange. Christie remarks on the

subject,—"Among the American prisoners,

twenty-three men were found, who, having

dechired themselves British-born subjects, were

sent to England for trial as traitors."

This gave occasion to retaliate upon British

prisoners in America, and a like number of

the latter were put into close confinement as

hostages for the safety of the traitors by order

of the American government

The attempts of the press to prevent

Altempls of the press the supporters of the

lp.rirr.VTil'reVe»"nI °ow unpopular War from
•atioiu becoming disgusted with

the manifold reverses which had, so far, attend-

ed all the military operations undertaken,

would be amusing, were not a feeling, akin

to contempt, excited. The Official Organ, cor-

responding lo| our Annual Register, or the

Military and Naval Chronicle, appears at this

time to have been " Nile's Weekly Register,"

and a few short exracts will show not only

how, with General Van Ranselacr's dispatch

before them, they misrepresented every oc-

currence, but how ignorant they actually were

of the true position ofthe affairson the frontier.

In No. 9 of Vol. 3, we find the following

particulars, page 140

:

" The landing appears to have been effected

under a dreadfUl fire from the enemy. An
instant appeal was made to the bayonet, and

the British were soon dispossessed of all the ad-

vantages they had in the ground ;" no notice

is taken of the manner in which Wool, " the

hero of the day," as he is styled, ascended the

heights without exposing himselfor the troops

under his command to a single shot A little

farther on, " three hundred and twenty men

charged the famous 49th British Regiment,

six hundred strong,and put them completelyto

flight," andM a crowning glory to the briUumt
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achievements of the day, the afternoon oc-

currences are thus disposed of: "our men

though out6a..ked and almost surrounded,

fought for an hour and a half more ; when,

worn down with eleven hours exertion, they

retreated without the loss of a man, to the

margin of the river, but to their extreme

mortification, not a boat was there to receive

them." Such gallantry deserved a better

fate, for after waiting in " this painful situation

for over a quarter of an hour, this gaixant

little band surrendered to five times their

number." On page 141 we find that " the

position (iposite Qucenston is Black Jiock!"

Enough, however, on this subject, although it

might have been expected that a paper,

almost bearing an official character, would

have scarcely dared to give publicity to such

ridiculous statements : statements which only

serve to show how strenuous were the efforts

made to prevent the refusal of the Militia to

cross at Lewiston, appearing in its true light,

viz. as a proof that the war was an unpopular

one.

We contend that the conduct of the greater

part of the American
Refusal of the Mililia '.,.,. ...

to cross Ihc Ni:is«ra illllt'a On thiS OCCaSlOP

Sort^ .:".'^ '"'^y be foirly adduced

popular us rcpruseiu' ii.

j^g j^ additional proof

that the war was far from being as popular as

refusal to cross the border, on the plea of its

being unconstitutional, was one of the factious

dogmas of the war, preached by the disaffected

of Massachusetts, who imagined, doubtless,

that the doctrine might be very convenient

in the event of war in that region.

The Kcntuckians marched anywhere, they

had no scruples ; why? Because the war was

popular with them, and they laughed at the

idea that it was unconstitutional to cross a

river or an ideal frontier, in the service of their

country.

Three or four days after the battle, General

Resignaiion of Gene- Van Ransclaer, disgusted
rnl Van Ransriner, and „:ji, ,i,„ „„„ i,,„i „<• ^i

appointtnemof Ueueral ^'th the COnduct of the

S'"y"'' Militia, and, as he ex-

pressed it, with " being compelled to witness

the sacrifice of victory, so gallantly won, on the

shrine of doubt," received permission from

General Dearborn to retire, and the conunand

of the central or Niagara army devolved on

Brigadier General Smyth, an officer Irora

whose patriotic and professional pretensions,

the multitude had drawn many favorable con-

clusions. " Nor was," says General Armstrong,

" the estimate made ofhis military character by

the Government, more correct, as it took for

granted, a temperament, bold, ardent and

enterprising, and requiring only restriction to

render it useful." In the orders given for the

one nartv in Congress would fain have repre-
, ,• r i,- j *. i v i""^ 1^" J " . ,, , .' , regulation of his conduct, he was acconlincrly

scntcd it. It is notorious that many of the ,",.,, ^ , ., „ , ., . . :

Pennsj'lvania Militia refused to cross into

Canada, while others returned, after ha^iii^

crossed the line, on constitutional pretexts.

An attempt has been made to excuse this, and

the argument has been brought forward that

the English Militia arc not transported over

sea to Hanover, and that the French National

Guards and the German Landwehr arc troops

appropriated to service within the country

;

but on the otherhand it should be borne 'n mind

that there are standing armies in these coun-

tries, and that there is none, or next to none,

in America, and that this doctrine is tanta-

mount to a virtual renouncing of all offensive

operations in war, by that country where; there

is but a regular standing force equal to

garrison duties, and destroys at once all

. military operations.

The truth is, and American writers may

'blink it or explain it as they please, that the

forbidden most emphatically by the minister

at war, " to make any new attempt at inva-

sion with a force less than three thousand

combatants, or with means of transportation

(across the Niagara) insufficient to carry

over simultaneously the whole of that num-

ber."

Ingorsol, in his notices of the war, observes,

"General Smyth closed the campaign of 1812,

in that quarter, by a failure much ridiculed,

and yci vindicated, at all events a miserable

abortion, which, in November, instead of

atoning for, much increased, our discredit of

October." Before, however, entering on the

subject of the invasion of Canada by General

Smyth, we must not omit two events which,

though not of importance, yet should not be

entirely lost sight of, as one especially was

made the subject of much boasting on the

part of the Americans. ^,,„
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The first of these events was the destruction

resiruction of part of of the cast barracks at

the foriificuiioiia 111 Block Black Rock, by the bat-
Kock, mid of the turs

^ t^ . n • i

liikeii in the Caledonia, terics at Fort Erie, Under

Lieut.-Col. Myers, and the burning of the

furs ishich had formed part of the cargo of

the Caledonia, the details of the capture of

which we have already given. This was at

least satisfactory, as the Americans -had not

foiled in their accourts to give very magnifi-

cent estimates of the value of these same

furs.

The second event was the capture on the

Cnpture of Canadtaa ^Ist October, of a body

voyageur3. of forty-four Canadian

voyngours, who, under the command of Cap-

taia McDonnell, were surprised, and taken by

the Americans under Major Young. Of this

alfair, James" says, " The Major's force is not

stated; but as the Americans proceeded to

the attack in expectjition of meeting from one

to three hundred British, we may conjecture

that iheir numbers fully equalled the latter

amount. Forty prisoners, (one having escaped)

along with their baggage and some immate-

rial despatches, fell into the hands of the

Americans, who ingeniously enough converted

a large pocket-handkerchief, which they found

among the spoils, into a "stand of colours;"

and Mr. O'Connor exultingly tells us, that

" M.ijor Young had the honor of taking the

first standard from the enemy in the present

war," following it up with, " the movements

of the enemy, during these times, were not to

them equally honorable or important."

We are without the means of ascertaining

what was actually capt'ired on this occasion

by the enemy ; the probability is, however,

t'ir.t some colours, a Union Jack perhaps,

were captured. The handkerchief story is

rather improbiible even for American fertility

of invention when national glorj' was at stake.

One point we have ascertained, that whatever

might have been captured, it certainly was
not what is commonly termed "a stand of

colours." Christie, in his notice of this aftalr,

writes, "On the 2;}rd October, a party of

nearly four hundred Americans from Platts-

burgh, surprised the picquet at the Indian

village of St. Regis. Twenty-three men, a

lieutenant, a serjeant and six men were killed.

The picquet consisted of Canadian voyngours."

Christie's account bears out our statement res-

pecting the colors. " In plundering the village

they found a Union Jack oran Ensign, usually

hoisted on Sundays or Holydays at the door of

the Chief." "This occurrence," adds Christie,

" was counterpoised by an attack upon a party

ofAmericans near Salmon river, near St. Regis,

on the 23rd November, by detachments of the

Royal Artillery, 49th Regiment, and Glengarry

Light Infantry, amounting to seventy men,

with detachments from the Cornwall and Glen-

garry Militia, of near the same number, the

whole under the command of Lieut.-Col. Mc-

Millan. In this affiiir the enemy took to a block-

house, but finding themselves surrounded, sur-

rendered prisoners of war. One captain, two

subalterns, and forty-one men became prison-

ers on this occasion, and four batteaux, and

fifty-seven stand of arms were taken." This

was an affair so trifiing that it would have

been passed over did not the Americ .
• make

so much of the picquet afifairs and thu capture

of the Detroit and Caledonia.

Wo find something quite Napoleonic in

General Smyth's pro- the following proclama-

ciamatirms. tions of General Smyth
—something deserving of the pen of an Abbott

as the chronicler. Even the "audacious

quackery " which dared to issue rescripts at

St. Petersbourg for the management of tho

Opera in Paris, pales before General Smith's

eloquent and spirited addresses. Fortunate,

indeed, for the Canadas, that the General con-

fined his operations to paper. The first of

these productions was addressed " To the Men
of New York," and revives the ofl-repcated

cry of oppression, &c.

" To the Men of New York ;"

" For many years have you seen your coun-

try oppressed with numerous wrongs. Your

(Jovernment,although above all others,devoted

to peace, have been forced to draw the sword,

and rely for redress of injuries on tho valor of
tho American people.

" That valor has been conspicuous, but tho

nation has been unfortunate in the selection

of some of those who directed if One army
has been disgracefully surrendered and lost.

Another has been sacrificed by a precipitate

attempt to pass it over at the strongest point

of the enemy's lines, with most incompetent

means. The cause of these miscarriages i&

I
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B CENTRE.

The very first step taken by General Siqyth

invaiir' ofCanada by 10 this operation was
General brayih.

marked by a trick. It

was necessary to give a thirty hours' notice of

an intention to break off the armistice which

had been concluded with General Sheaffe. This

was accordingly done, but instead of the

notice being given, as it ought, at head-quar-

ters at Fort George, it was sent to the com-

manding ofBcer at. Fort Erie, on the extreme

right of the British line. This was doubtless

with a view of making the attack before

succours could arrive from Fort George, which

was thirty-six miles distant fi'om Fort Erie.

No efforts had been left untried, not only

to collect a large force, but to provide also the

means of transportation. Six weeks had been

consumed in these preparations, in drilling,

equipping and organising, and the conditions

imposed by Government as to numbers before

an invasion should be attempted, had been

strictly complied with, as a force, by his own

admission, of two thousand three hundred and

sixty men, fit fob duty, (exclusive of General

TannchiU's brigade from Pennsylvania, of

sixteen hundred und fifty strong,) now awaited

General Smyth's orders : an engine of destruc-

tion, to be discharged (as will be seen with

what terrible effect) against the devoted Cana-

dians. To guard against the effects of such a

" tornado burstiag on Canadian shores, every

provision had," according to Nile's Weekly

Register, " been made by the British." These

preparations, according to James, " consisted

" Volunteers

!

—I esteem your generous and pa-

triotic motives. You have made sacrifices on the

altiir of your country. You will not suffer the ene-

mies of your fame to mislead you from the path of

duty and honor, and deprive you of the esteem
of a j^rateful country. You will shun the eternal

infui,.;/ that awaits the man, who liaving come
williiu si;;lit of the enemy, basely shrinks in the

moment of trial.

" ISoldkra of ever;/ corps !—It is in your power
to retrieve the honor of your country and to cover
yourselves with glory. Every man who performs

a gallant action ?hall Ih'we his name made known
to the nation. Howards and honours await the
brave. Infamy and contempt are reserved for

cowardii. Companions in arms ! You came to

vanquish a valiant foe ; I know the choice you will

make. Come on, my heroes 1 And when you
attaek the enemy's batteries let your rallyinj; word
be, '' The Cannon lost at Detroit, or Death !"

Alexander Smyth,
Brigadier-General Commanding.

Camp near Buffalo, Hth Nov., 1812.

of a detachment of eighty men of the 49th,

under Major Jrmsby, and about fifty of the

Newfoundland regiment, under Ci^)t Whelan.

The ferry, opposite Black Rock, was occupied

by two companies of Militia, under Captain

Bostwick.'' At a house on the Chippewa

Road, distant about two and-a-half miles from

Fort Erie, Lieut. Lament of the 491^, with

five-and-i,hirty rank and file, and Lieut King

R. A., with a three and six-pounder, and a few

Militia artillerymen were stationed. There

were also near the same spot two one-gun

batteries, eighte**n and twenty-four pounders,

also under the command of Lieut. Lamont. A
mile farther down the river, Lieut. Bartley,

with two non-commissioned ofiQccrs and thirty-

five rank and file, occupied a post, and on

Frenchman's Creek, Lieut. Mclntyre com-

man'ied a party about seventy strong : this

post was about four and-a-half miles from

Fort Erie. Lieut. Col. Bishopp was at Chip-

pewa, and under his immediate command
were a battalion company of the 41st, a com-

pany of militia, and a small detachment of

militia artillery ; Major Hate with a small de-

tachment of militia, was stationed at no great

distance. The whole force to guard a frontier

of twenty miles, did not exceed, as will be

seen from these figures,three hundred and sixty

regulars, and two hundred and forty militia.

This gives a iorco of but six hundred men,

according to James, while Christie estimates

the whole force as " nearly eleven hundred

men." By what process Mr. Christie makes

up his numbers wc arc rather at a loss to

discover, as his account corresponds with

James' in the enumeration of all the smaller

detachments ; and it is only by supposing that

Col. Bish'opp had a very large force at this

time under his command, that his total can be

arrived at, as certainly there was no time for

the arrival ofreinforcements from Fort George.

Col. Kcrby's and other veterans' statements,

incline us to the belief that James' numbers

are nearer the mark. This point is, however,

unimportant, as not one half of even thet roops

mentioned by James were required on the

occafiion, or had any participation in the affair.

The demonstration was commenced by dis-

patching a marauding party on the night of

the 27th, who succeeded in taking a few pri-

soners, destroying some public and private

dwellings, and cai-rying and spiking four guns,

'. t.
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viz., the two field-pieces, and two eighteen and

twenty-four pounders.

The whole of this demonstration took place

under cover of night, and the Americnns had

recrossc'd to the safe side of the river before

daylight, andtlie arrival of Major Ormsby and

Col. Bishopp with their several detachments,

and the recrossing was effected so hastily that

Captain King and some thirty-five men were

left behind and became prisoners. Embold-

ened by this negative success, General Smyth
sent over in the afternoon of the 29th, a flag of

truce to Col. Bishopp, with a summons to " pre-

vent the unnecessary effusion of human blood

by a surrender of Fort Eric, to a force so supe-

rior as to render resistance hopeless." Col.

Bishopp's answer to this was, " Come, and talc

it .'" The answer was sent over by Capt. Fitz-

gerald on whom the American General is said

to have wasted both rhetoric and time, proving,

doubtless very much to his own satisfaction,

how plainly it was the British officer's duty to

command a bloodless surrender of the post.

There ia every probability that Hull's sur-

render of Detroit was quoted on this occasion,

ai? a precedent, and a case strictly analogous.

The 28th closed with an order to the Ameri-
can troops to disembark, with an assurance that

"the expedition was only postponed until the

boats .should be put in abetter state of prepa-

ration." Much discussion now took place in the

American camp, and on the 20th the troops

were again ordered to hold themselves ready for

crossing and conquest. This farce was repeated

until the morning of the 1st, when it was de-

cided by the American officers in council, that

instead of conquering Canada, " an attempt

which by precipitation might add to the list of

defeats," it was advisable to disembark the

troops and send them into winter quarters.

Thus ended the third great invasion of Canada.

The failure roused, as may be imagined, a per-

fect storm of indignation against the poor Gen-
eral, and this was the more \ iolent as he had

raised the nation's expectations to such a pitch

by his manifestos, that failure was never con-

templated, and the bitter pill was thus ren-

dered still more unpalatable.

The official organ, already mentioned, of

19th December, thus notices the affair. " Dis-

aster upon disaster. The old scenes of imbe-

cility, treachery and cowardice, have been

again displayed upon our frontier. "With grief

and shame do wo record that Smyth, who pro-

mised so much, who centered in himself the

generous confidence of strangers, of his friends,

and government ; who was to convince the

An'"-ican people that all their Generals were

not base, cowardly and treacherous ; even

Smyth must be added to the catalogue of in-

famy which began with the name of Hull.

Our minds are depressed with shame, and

our hands tremble with indignation, at this

final prostration of all our dearest and fondest

hopes. But we will endeavour to assume some

calmness, while we state to our readers the

disgraceful events that have occurred on the

Niagara river."

Before quoting further, it may be well to re-

mark, that this very journal in discussing the

Queenston expedition, mentions it as " an affair

to be classed with Bunker Hill," and gives a

glowing account of General Van Ranselaer's

reception at Albany after his retirement from

the command. In the No. for Nov. 28th, page

202, we find the following :
»' There is a dis-

position in many to attribute great blame to

Major Gen. Van Ranselaer for the failure of his

attack on Queenston on various grounds, but

the General's official statement is before the

public, and we shall not attempt to impeach it."

"/< is unpleasant to remarl- inith %r.hat ari-

dity some men, for mere party purposes, seize

vpon every little incident tending to throw

discredit on the American army, ^oy, not

content with the naked facts as they are, they

contrive to distort them into the most fright-

ful shapes, and if the tru 'h emlellished will

not make the story tell well, they curiously in-

rent a few particulars to give it the needful

graces."

It is not uninteresting to observe how entirely

the writer of the above changed his opinion

between Nov. 28th and Deer. 19th, and how

an affair of which the General's account " was

not to be impeached," at the former date, be-

came by the latter an event to be " included in

the catalogue of infamy which began with

Hull."

It is ever thu.", however, with distorted facts,

and an indilfercncc to truth, in preparing an

historical narrative, is sure to end by the wri-

ter's contradicting some statement previously

laid down as incontrovertible.

A curious picture is given of Smyth's treat-

ment by his "outraged countrymen." He
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5mvth's treat-

was universally clenotinccd as a coward and

traitor ; he was shot at several times, and was

hooted through the streets of Buffuio. lie

was shifting his tent in every direction to avoid

the indignation of the soldiers. Judge Grain-

ger, MUCH TO ni9 iioNoii, rcfuscd to afford any

shelter to Smyth, and every tavernkeeper de-

clincdthe infamy of his company. Poor Smyth!

—this treatment was experienced from the

very men whom Judge Peck but six weeks

before had ui)brnided for their cowardice.

We suppose, however, that this behaviour of

the populace is to bo classed amongst the be-

nefits resulting fi im a Dcmocratii^al form of

government. Geiicral Smyth's defence will be

found below* wich a few remarks on it by Gen-

•Gentlkmkn,—Your letter of the 2d December
is before uie, and I answer it in the the following

manner

:

On the 26th October, I ordered that 20 scows
should 1)0 prepared for the transportation of artil-

lery and cavalry, and put the carpenters of the

army upon that duty.

By tiie 2C)th of November 10 scows were com-
pleted, ami by bringing some boats from Lake
Ontario, above the Falls of Niagara, the number
was increased to 70.

I had, on the 12th Nov., issued an address to

the men ofNew York,and perhaps 300 had arrived

at Biilfalo. I presumed that the regular troops,

ani the volnntt-ors utirler Colonels Swift and Mc-
Clure, would furnish 2H5U men for duty ; and of

General Taanehiirs brigade from Pennsylvania,

reporting a total of 1650, as many as 412 had vo-

lunteered to cross into Canada. .My orders were
to " cross with 3000 men at once." I deemed
myself ready to fulfil them.

Preparatory thereto, on the night of the 2'7th

of November, I sent other two parties, one under
Lieutenant-Colonel Bmrstler, the other under

Captain King, with whom Lieutenant Angus, of

the navy, at the head of a body of seamen, united.

The first was to capture a guard and destroy a

bridge about five miles below Fort Erie ; the se-

cond party were to take and render useless the

cannon of the enemy's batteries, and some pieces

of light iM'tillery. The first party failed to destroy

the bridge—tiie second, after rendering unservice-

able the light artillery, separated by misapprelien-

sion. Lieutenant Angus, the seamen, and a part

of the troops, returned, with all the boats, while

Captain King, Captain Morgan, Captain Sproul,

Lieutenant ilouston, and about 60 men remained.

Tlie party thus reduced, attacked, took, and ren-

dered unservioeable two of the enemy's batteries,

captured 31 prisoners, found two boats, in which

Captain King sent the prisoners, and al>out half

his party with the other officers ; he himself re-

maining with thirty men, whom he would not

abandon.

Orders had been given, that all the troops in

the neighborhood should march, at reveillee, to

the place of embarkation. A part of the detach-

eral Porter. These rcmai'is led to a duel in

which both parties behaved most heroically.

AV'e suspect that the American people would

have preferred a battle at Fort Eric to a private

r ncontro.

]}y an Act of Executive power, General

Smyth was excluded from the regular army,

and (leposc'l without a trhil. This proceeding

was of course complained of, and a petition

presented to thellouse of Representatives, who,

however, referred it to the secretary at war,

which was in fact delivering the land,) to tho

wolf, as the secretary was the arbitrary power

complained of. This is a significant example

of the mode in which justice is sometimes ad-

ministered in free countries, and how thcexc-

ment sent in the night returned and excited ap-

prehension- for the residue, about 250 men, under

the command of Colonel Winder, suddenly put off

in boats for the opposite shore ; a part of this

force had landed, when a force deemed superior,

with one piece of artillery, was discovered ; a re-

treat was ordered, and Colonel Winder's detach-

ment suffered a loss of sis killed and 18 wounded,
besides some officers.

The general embarkation commenced as the

troops arrived—but this being a first embarkation,

the whole of the scows were occupied by about

one third of the artillery, while about 80O regular

infantry, about 200 twelve months' volunteers,

under Colonel Swift, and about 200 of the militia

who had volunteered for a few days, occupied all

fhe boats that were ready. The troops then em-
barkeil, moved up the stream to Black Rock
without \oi£f they were ordered to disembark and
dine.

I had received from ray commanding general

an instruction in tho following words—" In all

important movements you will, I presume, con-

sider it advisable to consult some of your principal

officers." I deemed this eciuivalent to an order,

and the movement important. I called for the

field officers of the regulars, and twelve months'

volunteers embarked. Colonel Porter was not

found at the moment. These questions were put

—Is it expedient now to cross V Is the force wo
have sufficient to conquer the opposite shore?

The first question was decided in the negative

by Colonels Parker, Schuyler, Winder, Lieut.-

Colonel Bwrstler, Coles, and Major Campbell;

Colonel Swift alone gave an opinion for then

crossi,!g over.

The second question was not decided. Cols.

Parker, Schuyler, Lieut.-Colonel Coles and Major

Cain[)bell were decidedly of opinion that the force

was insufficient. Colonels Winder, Swift, Licut.-

('ol. Bo-rstler, and Captain Gilman deemed tho

force sufficient.

I determined to postpone crossing over until

more complete prepaJration would enable me to

embark the whole force at once, the counsel pre-

scribed by my orders. The next day was spent

in such" preparation, and the troops were
I-
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cutive is often, that Is, with popular opinion to

baclc it, enabled to strike a blow and commit
a wrong, which in a less free country would

not be submitted to.

With respect to the behaviour of the British

troops on this occasion, wo would remark, that

General Smyth's displays offorce entirely failed

to produce the cflFcct he had desired, and that

ordered to be again at the place of embarkation
at eight o'clock on the morning of the 80th of
November. On their arrival they were sent into
the adjacent woods, there to buiki fires and re-

main until three o'oclock a.m., of tb-^ Ist of Dec,
when it was intended to put ofif two hours before
day-light, so as to avoid the enemy's cannon in

passing the position which it was believed they
occupied below, to land above Chippewa, assault
that place, and, if successful, march through
Queenstoii for Fort George. For this expedition
the contractor was callcdon to furnish rations for

2500 men for four days, when it was found he
could furnish the pork, but not the flour; the
deputy quarter-master called for 60 brrrels, and
got but 86.

The emt jrkatioB commenced, but was delayed
by circumstances, so as not to be completed until

after daylight, when it was found the regular in-

fantry, 688 men, the artillery, 177 men. Swift's

volunteers, estimated at 236, companies of federal
volunteers, under Captains Collins, Phillips, Alli-

Bon, Moore, Maher, and Marshall, amounting to
276 men, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Mc-
Clure, 100 men of Colonel Dobbin's militia, and a
few men in a boat with General P. B. Porter, had
embarked—the whole on board amounung, exelu-
eive of oflScers, to 1465 men, or thereabouts ; and
it was two hours later than had been contem-
plated.

There were some groups of men not yot em-
barked ; they were opplied to, requested and or-

dered by the Brigade-Miyor to get into their Ljats—they did not. The number of these the Bri-

gade Major estimated at about 150. It wus pro-
bably greater.

It then became a question whether it was ex-
pedient to invade Canada in open daylight, with
1600 men, at a point where no reinforcement
could be expected for some days. I saw that the
number of the regular troops was declining ra-

pidly—I knew that on them chiefly I was to de-
pend.

I called together the officers commanding corps
of the regular army, Colonel Parker being sick.

Those present were Col. Porter of the artillery,

Col. Schuyler, Col. Winder, and Lieut.-Col. Cuius.

I put to them this question—Shall we proceed ?

They unanimously decided that we ought not.

I foresaw tliat the volunteers who had come
out for a few days, would disperse—several of
them on the evening of the 28th broke their

muskets. I foresaw that the number of the re-

gular troops would decrease ; the measles and
other diseases being amongst them; and they
were now in tents in the month of December. I

informed the ofilcers that the attempt to invade
Canada would not be made until the army was

it was unanimcusly decided at a council, held

on the night of the 80th, composed of regular

and militia officers, that " They did not con-

sider a retreat at all necssary, nor a measure

to be looked forward to, and that but a small

reinforcement would enable them to repel any

force vvhich General Smyth might have it in

his power to bring against theu- country.

reinforced; directed them to withdraw their

troops, and cover their huts immediately.

You say that on Saturday every obstruction

was removed, und that a landing might have been
effected " without the loss of a single man." This
proves you unacquainted with the occurrences of

the day. Colonel Winder, in returning from the

enemy's shore in the morning, lost a tenth part

of his force, in killed and wounded. The enemy
showed no more than 500 or 600 men, as esti-

mated by Colonel Parker, and one piece of artil-

lery, supposed a nine-pounder. That force we
no doubt might have overcome, but not without

loss ; and that, from the great odvantage the

enemy would have had, might have been consi-

derable.

To recoitulate—My orders were to pass into

Canada wii.. SOOO men at once. On the first day
of embarkation, not more than 1100 men were
embarked, of whom 400, that is, half the regular

infantry, were exhausted with fatigue, and want
of rest. On the second embarkation, only 1500
men were embarked, and these were to have put
off imuiediatcly, and to have descended the river

to a point where leinfc.cements were not to be
expected. On both days, many of the regular

troops were men in bad health, who could not
have stood one day's march ; who, although they

were on the sick report, were turned out by their

ardent officers.

The affair at Queenston is a caution against

relying on crowds who gu lo the bank of Niagara
to look on a battle as on a theatrical exhibition

;

who, if they are disappointed of the sight, break

their muskets ; or, if they are without rations for

a day, desert.

I have made you this frank dis^closure without

admitting your authority to require it, under the

impression that you are patriotic and candid men

;

and that you will not censure me for following the

cautious counsels of experience ; nor join in the

senseless clamor excited against me by au hUer-
ested man.

I have some reason to believe that the cautious

counsel given by the superior officers of ray com-
mand was good. From ilesertcrrt, we learn that

2344 rations uro issued daily on ihe frontiers, oil

the British side. Captain King, prisoner at Fort

George, writes to an officer thus—" Tell our

friends to take better care of themselves thau it

appears I have done."

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your most
obedient Alexander Smyth,

Brigadier-General.

P.S.—It will be observed that the force ready

could be no otherwise ascertained than by an ac-

tual embarkation—it being uncertain what portion

of the volunteer force would embark.
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Tho result of th« attempt on Canada may

Effect, of thta failure be stated to have been,

at iiivaiiou. - jgt. Orief and perplexity

to the Waahingtoh Patriota, who were, with

the exception ofGeneral Porter,taafe at homo-

2ndly. The acquirement of the nickname of

General Van Bladder by General Smyth, a

token of remembrance of his brave efforts on

paper, from his admiring and grateful country-

men. Srdly. A lesson to admonish the Ameri-

can Government that the fidelity of Canadians

towards the British GoTcrnment and constitu-

tion was too deeply seated, founded on too

immovable a basis to bo shaken by any efforts

of a foreign power, however popular. 4thly.

Additional proofs, if such were required, to

the American nation, that the war-feeling was

popular only with a small portion ofthe Union.

The first demonstration of this feeling

occurred in the resolutions passed in tho

Legislature of Maryland, a short time after

General Smyth's defeat

In the preamble to these resolutions it is

most emphatically laid down that " War
resorted to without just cause must inevitably

provoke the Almighty Arbiter of the universt

;

produce a boundless waste of blood and trea-

sure ; demoralise the habits of the people

;

give birth to standing armies, and clothe a

dominant faction with power, in addition to

to tho inclination, to infringe the dearest

privileges of freemen, to violate tho constitu-

tion by implications and by new definitions of

treason under the mask of law, and to subject

to persecution, perhaps to punishment, citizens

whose only crime was an opposition fairly,

honestly, and constitutionally based on tho

system of the national administration."

In reference to tho operations which had

Buffalo, Dec. 8.

A Triend has just handed me the proof sheet of
your paper of this morning, in wliicli is contained
what purports to be General Sinytli's official

acfiount of the affairs of the 28th of November and
Ist of December.

I beg you will suspend the publication so long
aa to assure the public that, in your next, I will

give a true account of some of the most prominent
transactions of those days.

When our lives, our property ; when the pre-
cious and dear-bought gift of our ancestors—the
Bacred honour of our country ; when everything

fNo one would have itnagineil, after rending General
Porler's war speech, thai ho intended really to expose
h:m«elf to danger. Uoastctg rarely do.

actually taken place, the preamble thus con*

tinues,—"To obviate tho immediate and op-

pressive difflculties of the crisis thus induced,

militia and volunteers are subjected to field

and garrison duty, and called upon to supply

the deficiency of regulars,—enormous suras

are to be raised by loans and taxct, and a

neighbouring colony of the enomy is invaded

by detachments of undisciplined troops im-

perfectly supplied with necessaries. Under
such circumstances, folly can only expect

success; and should further defeat, disgracd

and di3may,accompany our military operations

the gloomy anticipations of an unnatural

alliance with tho conqueror of Continental

Europe will inevitably bo indulged. Thus
embarked in a disastrous contest, the nation,

harassed and debilitated by its continuance i

will sigh for peace, and for its attainment tho

immediate and important object contended

for must be abandoned." After this preamble,

or rather this extract from it, for the original

's too long for us to do more than give tho

sense of it. Several resolutions were passed,

all reflecting strongly upon the injustice of tho

war, and the culpability of its supporters. It

is unnecessary, however, for our purpose to

''•} more than quote the following:

—

"Influenced by these considerations, the

constituents of Maryland, conceive it to bo

an imperious duty to express, through their

representatives, their opinion relative to the

present state of public affairs.

Resolution 2.
—"That an offensive war is

incompatible with the principles of republican

ism, subversive to the ends of all just govern*

ment, and repugnant to the best interests of

the United States."

that we prize as men, or ought to hold dear as
patriots, are falling and fading before us, it is time
to spealc out, whatever be the hazard.

In ascribing, as I shall not hesitate to do, the
late disgrace on this frontier, to the cowardice of
General Smyth, I beg it to be understood as not
intending to implicate the characters of the officers

whose opinions he has brought forward to bolster

up his conduct. Several of them I know to be as

brave men as ever wielded a sword ; and their

advice, if indeed they gave the advice imputed to

them, may be accounted for in the obvious con-

sideration, with which every one who saw him
must have been impressed, that any miUtary at-

tempt under such a commam'nr, must, in all

human probability, prove disgraceful.

Feicr B. Porter.
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RfMolutinn 8.—"That Iho (U'dftriition of

war nRninHt (lri>»t llriliun hy a sinnll iiinjority

of tho I'oiiKri'ss of tlio I'nitoil StntcH, wan

linwiso nml iin|)()IUic, nml if unsiicci'ssfiil, the

griuid object ooHtoiulctl for inimt bo aljim-

donc.l."

Resolution f!.—" TImt tho conduct of the

Oovornors of Mnssnclmssttts, Conncfticut nnd

Kliodo Islanii, ri'siH'i-f.ng tlu- quota of militia

iloinaudoil from tlu-ni, (aiul ri/iinftl,) ri'S-

pfi-tivi'Iy, by the Socri'tnry of War t)f the

Ifnitcd States, was constitutional, and nu'rits

our dofided approbation."

These rosol\ilions passed on the 2nd .January

wore stronp, but are weak in comparison with

Mr.Quincy'sspoccli; inlhellousc of Hepresonta-

tivcp, on the intli. Afr. Quincy declares " that

the invasion of Oanida pave new strength to

tho Uritish Ministers at the lato elections,"

that " tho British people were ready to meet
Americans on principle, (here was an admis-
sion,) but when they saw that wo grasped

at tho first opportunity to carry tho war
among their harmless colonists, sympathy
enlisted them on the side of tho latter, and
produced an effect upon their temper, such as

might readily be imagined."

That "even before war was declared, our
armies were marching on Canada."

That " It was not owing to o t Government,
that tho bones of the Canadins were not
mixed with the ashes of their ..aoitations,"

(another important admission,) that "since
the invasion of the Buccaneers, there was
nothing in history more disgraceful than this

war."

After the assertion of these great facts

which we have picked out from the speech,

Mr. Quincy continues, " I have conversed on
the subject with men of all ranks, conditions,

and parties, men hanging from the plough and
on the spade; the twenty, thirtj', u.id fifty

acre men, and their answers have uniformly

been to the same effect. They have asked

simply, what is the Invasion for ? Is it for

land? We have enough. Plunder? there is

none there. New States ? we have more than

is good for us. Territory ? if territory, there

must be a standing army to keep it, and there

must then be another standing army at home
to watch that. These are judicious, honest,

sober, patriotic men, who, if it were requisite,

and their sense of montl duty went along with

the war, would fly to tho standard of their

country at tho winding of a horn, but who

hoard it now with tho samo indillerencu as

they would a ifcw's harp or a Miinjoe, beiauso

they wero disgiivted with the war, and tho

mode of carrying it on. In conclusion, that

the invasion of Canada was cruel, as it brought

tiro and sword amongst an innocent, unollend-

ing people—wanton because it could prodneo

no iniaginablo good—senseless, as to this

•'otuitry, becaiiso it commences a system,

which once begun, can never bo closed, and

tho army of invasion will be tho conipierors

of home—and wicked because it is perverting

the blessings and beneficence of Uod to thu

ruin of his creatures."

'I'heso extracts sufficiently establish our

position, to ascertain that the war of 181*2 was

considered by the majority of the citizens of

the Union as unnecessary, impolitic, and, with

reference to tho interests of tho country,

almost suicidal. These and subsccpient de-

bates almost justify tho opinions entertained

by some writers of that day, who did not

hesitate to declare that a continuance of the

WOT nmst lead to a disruption of the Union.

Although success had as yet attended the

British aims, tho aspect
Posilinn of aflairn on „<• „<v.,:_„ ...„„ ...mi ,,„„,,

il.e Driroit im.l l.nwor of affairs was still very

Cauiuliaii iVomicrs. threatening, both on the

western frontier and in Lower Canada. Gene-

rals Harrison and Winchester, with a largo

force, overawed Detroit and the lately acquired

Michigan tcrritory,and General Dearborn, with

ten tiiousand men, hovered on the confines of

Lower Canada. A temporary check was

given in tho west by the defeat and capture of

General Winchester at the River Raisin, and

General Harrison's vigorous and spirited ar-

rangements for the re-occupancy of the Michi-

gan territory were somewhat disconcerted

in consequence, but still Col. Proctor's situ-

ation was very critical, and tho force under

his command was wholly inadequate to the

arduous and important duties which he was

required to perform in the presence of an

adversary triple his strengtli.

A .short account of the engagements at the

River Raisin and other points along that line,

will not, perhaps, be found unnecessary or un-

interesting, and we will continue to obst. .'o



HISTORY OF THE WAR OP lfll3. 125

the plan laiil down, that Ih, tu give lirHt a bhurl

Itrili^h nccotint, niul then lu nppend the Anieri-

ran version. The flrHt inovenKiit in thin

quarter HoeniH to huvo heeii iliietted iiguinHt

the ln<liiiiiH, and Mr. Thonips' n'rt (Aniericun)

hintury NhuwK a »!< keninx dulnii of nunieruuH

Iiulian villiiKes diHtro^ed, and ulrucitieH <'on»-

niitt'd nt;uinMt llie "wretched people whose

civil /.iilion tiic United SiateH (iovernmeiit

wnH NO anxious to promote." JaineH liaH here

a roiimrkable pHHHu^o whicli we Rive entire.

"The spirit of party is often a valuai)le

frien<l to the cause of truth. While tlie De-

mocrats laboured at f;lossingov(!r, the Kederal-

jsls employed eciual industry in rummapnj;

every dusty corner for materi.drt that niif^ht

expose the odious measures of the (iovern-

nient. That they sometimuu succeeded, ap-

pears from the followin;:; extract taken from

an old newspaper, published ut i'iltsburgh, in

the United States:

—

" We, the subscribers, encouraged i)y a

Inrp;e subscription, do propose to pay one

hundred dollars foi' every hostile Inilian scidp,

with both ears, if it bo taken between this

date and the 15th day of .Juno next, by an

inhabitant of Allcj^hanny County.

Signed, G. AVam.is,

R. El.MOTT,

W. Amiu'son,
''

A. TaI MUIM,,

"*' ^'
' W. Wii.KiNs. Junr.

J. IllVINE.

Mr. James contin\ics, " A general olTlcer of

the United States, cin[iloyed against the

Indians, at the very outset of the war, inad-

vertently writes to a friend,— ' The western

militia always carry into battle a tomahawk

and scalping knife, and aro as dexterous in

the use of them as any copper-colored war-

riors of the forest. Eight hundred tomahawks

have been furnished by the war department

to the north western army.'
"

Wc know that these implements of civilLscd

warfiirc wero employed, for tho American

Government paper, the National Intelligencer,

in reference to the Ileroes of Brownstown

states, "They bore triumphantly on the points

of their bayonets, between thirty and forty

fresch scalps, which they had taken on the

field." We know farther that Logan and

seven hundred wftrriors were in the pay of

the Uniteil States, and we cannot help turning

away with dis>;ust and indi^^nalion at the cool

iniputlencu which characteri/.es nearly every

American writer on this point. However, to

return to our narrative. On tho 17lh Jan.,

<Jiiu'ral Win«hestir dispafch((l Col. I.ewirt

with a cotisiderable body aj^aitist a parly of

Itritish and Indians posted at Frenrhtown.

This party consisteil of thirty of tho Kssex

militia, and two hundred I'oltawattamicH.

.Major Iteynoldn, who conuiianded, lifter a sharp

conllict, in which tin- Americans lost, by their

own showiii^r, twelve killed, and filly-flvo

wounded, retreated, and Col. Lewis, occupied

the p'oiind and inaiiitained his position till he
wasjoined on the 2(ilh by (leneral Winchester.

The I'liited force now, accordintr (o J)r.

Sinilli, anothiT Ainericin writer, funned a

divi^ionoNl;TllolISAN» STitoNd.and consisted of

the j^reati r part of Col. Wells' regiment of

I'nited .States Infantry—the Ist and Dth

Kentucky reginunts, and Col. Allen's riflc-

rcf^iment, forming the (lower of tlie north-

western army. We have here another proof

of the advantage aH'ordedto the IJritish by tho

petty jealousy which exised between tho

.Vnurican commanders, and which often com-
|)ensated for infeiiorily of force. (General

Winchester pitpied at (Jcneral Harrison's

proniotlonover him,ai'd having ascertained tho

inferior number and motley character of Col

Proctor's force, was nnxiou:; to engage before

(len, Harrison's joining, in order to monopolise

tho glory and honor to \>c aciiuired. Col.

Proctor advanced on the 2 1 st, and on the 2'2nd

attacked (leneral ^V'inchcstcr in his encamp-

ment. Tho Uriiish force, according to Christie,

consisted of live hundred regulars, seamen,

and militia, with about six hundred Indians-

A severe contest now ensued, which resulted

in the complete defeat and unconditional

surren Icr of the Americans. The IJritish loss

may be estimated at twenty-four killed, and

one hundred and iifty-cight wounded—that of

the enemy at nearly four hundred killed and

wounded, and the capture of the remainder.

The despatches of the respective commanding

officers will follow in order. A vote of thanks

was passed by tho Assembly of Lower Canada

to Col. Proctor and the troops,both regularsand

militia, who had so gallantly conducted them-

selves. Col. Proctor was also promoted to
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his I

the rank of Brig-adier-General, by the com-

mander of the forces, until the plensure of the

Prince-Regent should be known, who approved

and confirmed the appointment.

From General Proctor to Major General

Sheaffe.

Sandwich, January, 26th. 1818.

SrR,—In my last despatch I acquainted you

that the enemy was in the Michigan Territory,

marching upon Detroit, and that I therefore

deemed it necessary that he should be attacked

without delay, with all and every description

of force within my reach. Early in the morn-

ing, on the 19th, I was informed of his biing

in possession of Frenchtown, on the River

Raisin, twenty-six miles from Detroit, after ex-

periencing every resistance that Maj Reynolds,

of the Essex militia, had it in his power to

make, with a three-pounder, well served and

directed by bombardier Kitson of the royal

artillery, and the militia, three ofwhom he had

well trained to the use of it. The retreat of

the gun was covered by a brave band ofIndians,

who made the enemy pay dear for what he had

obtained. This party, composed of militia and

Indians, with the gun, fell back, sixteen miles

to Brown's Town, the settlement of the brave

"Wyandots, where I directed my force to assem-

ble. On the 21st instant, I advanced tweive

miles to Swan Creek, from whence we marched

to the enemy, and attacked him at break ofday

on the 22nd instant, and after suffering, for

our numbers, a considerable loss, the enemy's

force, posted in houses and enclosures, and

which, from dread of falling into the hands of

the Indians, they most obstinately defended,

at length surrendered at discretion ; the other

part of their force in attempting to retreat

by the way they came, were, I believe, all or

with very few exceptions, killed by the Indians.

Brigadier General Winchester was taken in the

pursuit, by the Wyandot Chief Roundhead,

who afterwards surrendered him to me.

Tou will perceive that I have lost no time

;

indeed, it was necessary to be prompt in my
movements, as the enemy would have been

joined by Major-General Harrison in a few

days. The troops, the marine, and the militia,

displayed great bravery, and behaved uncom-

monly well. Where bo much eeal and spirit

were manifested, it would be unjust to attempt

to particidarizo any : I cannot howeVer refVftin

from mentioning Lieut. Colonel St. George,

who received four wounds in a gallant attempt

to occupy a building which was favorably

situated to annoy the enemy ; together with

Ensign Carr, of the Newfoundland regiment,

who, I fear, is very dangerously wounded.

The zeal and courage ofthe Indian Department

were never more conspicuous than on this

occasion, and the Indian warriors fought with

their usual bravery. I am much indebted to

the different departments, the troops having

been well and timely supplied with every

requisite the district could afford.

1 have fortunately not been deprived of the

services of Lieutenant Troughton, of the royal

artillery, and acting in the Quarter-Master-

Generalsdepartment although he waswounded,

to whose zealous and unwearied exertions I

am greatly indebted, as to the whole of the

royal artillery for their conduct in this affair.

I enclose a list of the killed and wounded,

and cannot but lament that there are so m&ny

of both ; but of the latter, I am happy to say,

a large proportion of them will return to their

duty, and most of them in a short time : I

also enclose a return of the arms and ammu-

nition which have been taken, as well as of the

prisoners, whom you will perceive to be equal

to my utmost force, exclusive of the Indians.

It is reported that a party, consisting of one

hundred men, bringing five hundred hogs to

General Winchester's force, has been complete-

ly cut off by thelndians, and the convoy taken.

Lieutenant McLean, my acting Brigade-Major,

waose gallantry and exertions were conspi-

cuouson the 22nd instant, is the bearer of this

despatch, and will be able to afford you every

information respecting our situation.

I have the honor to be,

Tours,

H. Pboctor.

The list of killed and wounded given by

Colonel Proctor, corresponds with that we

have given, although obtained from a different

source, Majot Richardsons work.—We now

give General Winchester's letter to the Amer-

ican Minister at war :

—

Sir,—A detachment of the left wing of the

North-Western army, under my crmnland, at

Frenchtown, on the RitefRaisin, was attacked

on the 28rd instant, by a force gl-eAtly superioir

in numbers, aided by eetehd pieces OkViiUerf
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The action commenced at the dawn of day

:

the picquet guards were driven in, and a heavy

fire opened upon the whole line, by which part

thereof was thrown into disorder ; and being

ordered to form on niore advantageous ground,

I found the enemy doubling our left flank with

force and rapidity.

A destructive fire was sustained for some

time ; at length borne down by numbers, the

few of us that remained with the party retired

from the lines, and submitted. The remainder

of our force, in number about 400, continued

to defend themselves with great gallantry, in

an unequal contest against small arms and

artillery, until I was brought in as a prisoner

to that part of the field occupied by the enemy.

At this latter place, I understood that our

troops were defending themselves in a state of

desperation-; and I was informed by the com-

manding olficer of the enemy, that he would

afiord them an opportunity of surrendering

themselves prisoners of war, to which I

acceded. I was the more ready to make the

suiTender from being assured, that unless

done quickly, the buildings adjacent would

be immediately set on fire,and that no responsi-

bility would be taken for the conduct of the

savages, who were then assembled in great

numbers.

In this critical situation, being desirous to

preserve the lives of a number of our brave

fellows who still held out, I sent a flag to

them, and agreed with the commanding officer

of the enemy, that they should be surrendered

prisoners of war, on condition of their being

protected from the savages, and being allowrd

to retain their private property, and having

their side-arms returned to them. It is impos-

sible for me to ascertain, with certainty, the

loss we have sustained in this action, from the

impracticability of knowing the nuihbct Who
have made their escape.

Thirty-five officers, and About fdur hun-

dred and eighty-seven non-commissioned

6Mcers and privates, are prisoners of war. A
list of the names of officers is herewith enclos-

ed to you. Our loSs in killed is considerable.

However unfortunate may seem the affair

of yesterday, I am flattered by the belief that

no materi&l errdr is chargeable upott myself,

and that still less censure is deserved by ihb

troops I bad the honor of commanding.

With the exception of that portion of our

force which was thrown into disorder, no

troops have ever behaved with more deter-

mined intrepidity.

I have the honor to be with high respect,

Your obedient Servant,

James Winchester,

Brig.-Gen. U. S. Army.
Hon. Secretary at War.

N. B. The Indians have still a few prisoners

in their possession, who, I have reason to

hope, will be given up to Colonel Proctor, r.t

Sandwich.

James Winchester, Brig.-Gcn.

IVom Major- General ITarriaon, to Governor

Shelby.

Camp on Carrying Rock, 15 miles from

the Rapids, January 24th, 1813.

My dear Sir,—I send Colonel Wells to you,

to communicate the particulars (as far as wo
are acquainted with them) of an event that

will overwhelm your mind with grief, and fill

your whole state with mourning.

The greater part of Colonel Wells's regi-

ment, United States Infantry, and the 1st and

5th regiments Kentucky Infantry, and Allen's

rifie regiment, under the immediate orders of

General Winchester have been cut to pieces

by the enemy, or taken prisoners. Great aa

the calamity is, I still hope that, as far as it

relates to the objects of the campaign, it is not

irreparable. As soon as I was informed of

the attack upon General Winchester, about

12 o'clock on the 22nd instant, I set out to

overtake the detachment of Kentucky troops,

that I had sent that morning to reinforce him,

and I directed the only regiment that I had

with me to follow. I overtook Major Robb'g

detachment at the distance of six miles ; but

before the troops in the rear could get up,

certain information was received of General

Winchester's total defeat.

A council of war was called, and it was the

unanimous opinion of the Generals Payne and

Perkins, and all the field officers, that there

was no motive that could authorize an advance

but that of attacking the enemy, and that

success was not to be expected after a forced

mu-ch offorty miles against an enemy superior

in numh«r, and well provided with artillery.

Strong detachments of the most active men

nt
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were, however, sent forward on all the roads,

to assist and bring in such of our men as had

escaped. The whole number that reached our

camp does not exceed thirty, amongst whom
were Major M'CIannahan and Captain Clavcs.

Having a large train of heavy artillcrj'^, and

stores coming on this road from W. Sandusky,

under an escort of four companies, it was

thought advisable to fall back to this place,

for the purpose of securing them. A part of

it arrived last evening, and the rest is within

thirty miles. As soon as it arrives, and a rein-

forcement of three regiments from the Virginia

and Pennsylvania brigades, I shall again ad-

vance, and give the enemy an opi.ortunity of

measuring their strength with us once more.

Colonel AVells will communicate some cir-

cumstances, which, while they aillict and

surprise, will convince you that Kentucky has

lost none of her reputation for valor, for which

she is famed. The detachment to the River

Raisin was made without my knowledge or

consent, and in direct opposition to my plans.

Having been made, howivcr, I did everything

in my power to reinforce them, and a force

exceeding by three hundred men that which

General Winchester deemed necessary, was on

its way to join him, and a fine battalion within

fourteen miles of its destination.

After the success of Colonel Lewis, I was in

great hopes that the post could be maintained.

Colonel Wells will communicate my further

views to you, much better than I can do in

•writing at this time.

I am, dear Sir, &c,

W. H. Harrison,

His Excellency Governor Shelby.

The rapidity of Col, Proctor's movements,

after the affair at French town, assisted, even

more than the victory, to embarass and puz-

zle Gen. Harrison, and breathing space, a most

desirable object,was gained by G en. Proctor and

his gallant little band, while the intention of

the Americans, to'throw the onus of their sup-

port during the winter on the Canadians, was

completely defeated. Except one or two trifl-

ing demonstrations, scarcely amounting to a

movement, nothing of importance occurred in

this quarter until April. We will return,

therefore, to the Lower Province and General

Dearborn, whom we left threatening, with an

army, ten thousand strong, our frontier. We

find, however, that, excepting two unim-

portant affairs, there is nothing to record.

Early in February, Capt. Forsythe with two

companies of riflemen crossed from Ogdens-

burg, and made a descent upon Gannniioque,

and, according to the Americans, surprised the

whole British force, killing a great many, cap-

turing .six officers, fifty-two men and immense*

quantities of arms and ammunition, besides

rescuing a good many prisoners. A few words

will put the matter in its irue light. The vil-

lage consisted of one tavern and a saw-mill,

with one small hut temporarily used by Col.

Stone of the militia, on whom devolved the

responsibility of guarding faithfully the

immense military stores here deposited,

which consisted of two kegs of powder and

one chest containing thirty muskets. The

killed amounted to one. The list of wounded

to the same number. This unfortunate, ac-

cording to James, vas Mis. Si one, who, while

she lay in bed, was fired at, through a window,

by some miscreant, and dangerously wounded.

It appears, doubtless, extraordinary, why

Causes of General General Dearborn, who
Dearborn's inaction.

^iad full authority

from the war department to employ troops of

any or every sort, and to do whatever he

thought necessary for action, and whose orders

to act offensively as soon as possible, were

positive, should have remained so long inactive,

exhibiting even a torpor in his movements.

Ingersol, on this subject has—"It was General

Dearborn's misfortune to have an army to

form, an inexperienced, not over ardent Exe-

cutive, a secretary at war constrained to

resign, a Senate inclined to distrust the Exe-

cutive, Congress withholding taxes and sup-

plies for nearly twelve months after war was

declared, a country destitute ofmilitary mcan.s,

and men unaccustomed to restraint, anx-

ious for display
—

" All these causes com-

bined, form no excuse for General Dear-

born. We have seen how Sir George Provost,

who laboured under all these disadvantages,

besides the still greater one of being pre-

cluded, by the critical position in which

Great Britain was then placed, from even a

hope of being reinforced, has been con-

demned. We cannot afford, then, any sym-

pathy to Gen. Dearborn.

*Sketch«« Qf ihv war.
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CONTENTS.

Causes of General Dearborn's and other failures

considered further.—Demonstrations on St.

Lawrence.—American force.—Proctor's force.

—SheafTe's force.—Array in Lower Canada.

—

The total numbers on both sides compared.

—

Comparative naval strength.—Plan of cam-

paign.—Arrival of Sir James Yeo.—"Hornet"

and " Peacock."—The " Chesapeake " and the

"Shannon."—Remarks on tlie action.—Want

of disc'-^'line on board the " Chesapeake."

—

Navp.' ^' eats on Canadian lakes.—Expedition

to the Fiami, and attack nn the American

defences.- -General Proctor deserted by the

Indians, and part of the Militia.

We concluded our last chapter v>ith the

Cauaps of Gcnoral observation that " we

S^'^Lu'roSfw' could find no grounds for

'J'o'"- sympathy with General

Dearborn," and farther consideration of the

subject induces us to bring forward additional

reasons in support of that assertion.

Wc have already shown that General Dear-

born was, (ifwemayso express it) his own mas-

ter, and almost unfettered by instructions, dur-

ing the entire autumn of 1812. He had ample

time, with adequate means to prepare an army

of five or six thousand strong, whom, if it had

been only to keep them healthy, it would have

been better to put in motion. The English

Generals had many greater difSculties to con-

tend with, in defending Canada, than the

Americans to conquer it. Buonaparte's career

in Italy,and Wellington's in Spain, began with,

and overcame, much greater disadvantages,

and so it ever will be, a true General must

struggle against prejudices and hind r ices, in-

flicted bj his own constituents, ai ook on

them as things to be overcome, and harder of

achievement than themere subduing the troops

opposed to him. The American commanders
were not men of this stamp, and, in conse-

quence, the exfoliation of Generals during the

first campaign was excessive, and allowing all

indulgence for the novelty of their position,

and perhaps the difficulty of sustaining them-

selves, it was right not only that they should

bo superseded, but it was alsojust that they

should be censured. The campaign of 1812
ended in a total eclipse of American military

pretensions, without leaving one lingering

gleam of hope, and the commander-in-chiers

inactivity, tantamount to miscarriage, aflaicted

the friends of the war with the conviction that

they were doomed to defeat.

Some of Ingersol's conclusions on this sub-

ject are so remarkable as to claim notice, for

the extreme ingenuity evinced in finding out

good reasons for being beaten, and in showing
that Americans were not vanquished by the

prowess of their adversaries, but that, " en-

countering on the threshold of Canada only
such insignificant obstacles as Voyagours,

traders, travellers and Indians, animated with
but a faint spirit of resistance to invasion,"

they were conquered by the inactivity and pol-

troonery of their commanders alone. The
same writer adds, " A man of talent leading

ourarmiesto Montreal,as mighthave been done
in 1812, would have probably, brought the war
to an end that year. England was completely

surprised and unprepared for it Such a
General at Detroit, Niagara or Champlain as
would have driven the English beyond Mon-
treal, might have produced immediate peace.

Hull and Dearborn, and executive inefficiency

were answerable for prolonging the war, the

Tigorous and successful commencement of

which might have creditably dosed it sooa

<:>;;

"^
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after it had begun. The feeling of haughty

power did not then stimulate Great Britain,

which followed the downfall of Napoleon. The

time for war was fortunate for us, our chance

of success was good, had either the Govern-

ment or its agents in command made the

most of the opportunity."

Ingersol winds up his lamentation by observ-

ing that Dearborn " discouraged probaily hi/

militia disaffection, (when he should with his

regular Threes have established himself at

Isle aux Noix for the winter, at least threaten-

ing Montreal, if not making good his way there,

and holding it, and such success would have

rallied thousands to his standard), fell back

after a failure—the climax of our niilitary

degradation."

These lemarks are doubtless very satisfac-

tory to subjects of the United States, but we

question whether they will be found equally

convincing by those who have enquired into the

feelings which animated the Colonists at that

time, or, from study of history, are enabled to

judge of the determined resistance which a

body of men, united, in heart and hand, can

offer to an invading force. We, however, enter-

ed so fully, in a previous chapter, on this s»ib-

ject, that we think it unnecessary to dwell at

greater length on it, or to do more than re-

mind the reader that the failure of the attempts

at invasion "were mainly brought about

through the gallant resistance of the very

colony which was regarded by its invaders as

likely to prove an easy conquest, in conse-

quence of the disloyalty vainly imagined to

lurk in its heart." Ingersol justly observes,

" England was completely unprepared for the

war," but we deny the conclusion he arrives

at from that circumstance, " that the conquest

of Canada was therefore an easy one," and

American failures only attributcble to the want

of capacity in the commanders. We contend

that every incident of the war goes to disprove

this, the numerical superiority of the Ameri-

cana in point of numbers, was on all occasions

BO great as fully to compensate for any alleged

inferiority of commanders. The solution of

the question is to be found in the justice of

their cauBe. This it was which nerved

Canadian arms, and enabled them to over-

come an invading force ao immeasurably

•operior.

With the exception of a few hastily planned

movements at Prescott,

St!^KcLce.'°"'
°'' Ogdensburg and Eliza-

bethtown (now Brock-

ville,) no event of importance occurred during

the first three months of 1813. There are,

however, a few circumstances connected with

these demonstrations with which the reader

should not be left unacquainted, as one of

them in particular was made the peg c-n which

to hang the usual amount of misrepresenta-

tion to be found in most American despatches.

The River St. Lawrence affords, in its frozen

state, during the early part of the year, an

easy and safe mode of transit from the Amer-

ican to the Canadian shores, and advantage

was taken of this by Capt. Forsythe, who com-

manded a detachment of United States rifle-

men at Oidensburgh, to despatch marauding

parties across who did not confine their opera-

tions to the destruction of public property, but

exercised considerable severity towards the

unarmed inhabitants.

A nocturhal predatory expedition, which hag

been thought worthy of being ranked amongst

the " brilliant achievements " of American

valour, took plara on the 6th February^

General Armstrong in his " notices of the

war "says, "Forsythe, with two companies

of rifle corps in sleighs, ascended the St. Law-

rence from Ogdensburg to Elizabethtown on

the Canada shore, surprised the British guard,

made fifty-two prisoners, (among whom were

the Major, th'-ce Captains and two Lieute-

nants), liberated sixteen deserters, and made

prize of one hundred and forty muskets and a

considerable quantity of ammunition without

losing a man of his party." This statement,

officially made, was of course highly gratify-

ing and consolatory to the American public •,

in James' version, however, the affair assumei

a different aspect. " Aflp- ''^ounding a militia

sentry, the houses in the village, the gaol not

omitted, were ransacked and the male inhab>

itants to the number of fifly-two were car-

ried off. Several of these, as in the Unit«d

States, held commissions in the militia.'*

This circumstance, according to James, wu
a fortunate one, and "the American pub-

lic was, a few days afterwards, officially

told of the capture, in a very gallant man*

ner, of a Sritisb guard consisting of Sfty two
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One circumstance, connected with this affair,

will place it in its proper light. Major McDon-

nell of the Glengarry fencibles was despatched

with a flag of truce to remonstrate with the

American commander about " the depreda-

tions committed by the parties under his

command." This remonstrance, James adds,

was met with " insolence, taunts and boast-

ings," and a challenge to the British officers to

meet the Americans on the ice. This chal-

lenge could not then be complied with, as Sir

George Pr 'ost declined to sanction the pro-

ceedings, assigning as his reason, "that he

did not wish, by any offensive acts of the sort,

to keep alive a spirit of hostility."

This predatory attack was, however, ere

long, punished by the attack on Ogdensburgh,

which was made on the 22iid, under the com-

mand of Major McDonnell, and resulted in the

capture of a quantity of ordnance, marine and

commercial stores, together with four officers

and seventy privates. Two barracks,two armed

schooners, and two gun boats were also

destroyed. This attack was made under a

heavy fire from the American batteries, at

the cost of eight killed and fifty-two wounded.

Major McDonnell's dispatch* clearly shows

* From Major Macdonnell, to Sir G. Prevost.

Prescott, February 2.3, 1813.

SiB,—I have the honour to acquaint you, for

the information of his excellency the commander
ofthe forces, that, in consequence ofthe commands
of his excellency to retaliate, under favorable cir-

camstancea, upon the enemy, for his late wanton
aggressions on this frontier, I this morning, about
7 o'clock, crossed the river St. Lawrence Bpon
the ice, and attacked and carried, after a little

more than an hour's action, his position in and
near the opposite town of Ogdensburg, taking

eleven pieces of cannon, and all his ordnance,
marine, commissariat, and quarter-master-general's

stores, four officers and 70 prisoners, and burning
two armed schooners, and two large gun-boats,

and both his barracks.

My force consisted of about 480 regulara and
militia, and was divided into two columns: the
right commanded by Captain Jenkins, of the Olen-
gary light infantry fencibles, was composed of his

own flimk company, and about TO militia ; and,
from the state of the ice, and the enemy's position

in the old French fort, was directed to check his

left, and interrupt his retreat, whilst I moved on
vith the ieft column, consisting of 1 20 of the king's

regiment, 40 of the royal Newfoundland corps
tad about 200 militia, towards hia position in the

I

town, where he had posted big heavy field artillery.

the actual strength of the party under his com-

mand, yet, Mr. Thomson, in his sketches of

the war, docs not scruple to fix the British

force at two columns " of six hundred men
each," and to represent (without condescending

to particulars) Forsythe's party as very inferior

in point of numbers, omitting any mention

of the prisoners, guns, stores and, destruction

of barracks. We must here correct James,

who says, " still the total silence ofall the other

American historians entitles Mr. Thomson to

some credit for the account he has given of

the attack on Ogdensburg." We deny that

Mr. Thomson is entitled to any credit, even

on this score, as General Armstrong in his

notices has " the British commander retaliated,

(for .-ne Elizabeth affair,) by a visit on the

22nd to Ogdensburg, drove For.sythe out of

the place, killing and wounding about twenty

of his men, and capturing a quantity of pro-

visions and stores, with six pieces of artillery."

We doubt further whether Mr. Thomson would

have alluded to the affair at all, had it not

been so direct a sequence to the attack on

Elizabethtown, to which he has attached so

much importance. We may,perhaps,be unjust

in denying even this credit to Mr. Thomson,but

his whole work proves that, wherever he

could, he has never hesitated to double the

The depth of iae snow in some degree retarded
the advance of both columns, and exposed them,
particularly the right, to a heavy cross fire from
the batteries of the enemy, for a longer period
than I had expected ; but pushing on rapidly after

the batteries began to open upon us, the left columa
soon gained the right bank of the river, under the
direct fire of his artillery and line of musketry,
posted on an eminence near the shore ; moving
on rapidly my advance, consisting of the royal

Newfoundland and some select militia, I turned
his right with the detachment of the king's regi-

ment, and after a few discharges from his artillery,

took them with the bayonet, and drove his infantry

through the town ; some escaping across the Black
river into the fort, but the majority fled to the
woods, or sought refuge in the houses, from whence
they kept such a galling fire, that it was necessary

to dislodge them with our field-pieces, which now
came up from the bank of the river, where they
had stuck, on landing, in the deep snow.

Having gained the high ground on the brink of
the Black river, opposite the fort, I prepared to
carry it by storm ; but the men being quite exhaus-
ted, I procured time for them to recover breath,

by sending in a summons, requiring an uncondi-
tional surrender. During those transactions, Cap-
tain Jenkins had gallantly led on his column, and
had been exposed to a heavy fire of Beren guas

' il
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American Force.

British, and represent the Americans as

"whipping their enemies" under the most

adverse circumstances that the creative mind

of an American historian could conjure up.

Having disposed of these affairs we shall

proceed to examine, before entering on the

naval part of tie history, into the position of

both parties, their relative strength, and the

plans formed by the Ameri^iin Government.

During the first quarter of the year 1813,

the government at Washington had made the

most strenuous efforts to prepare for opening,

with vigor, the campaign. Ample reinforce-

ments and supplies had been forwarded. To

begin: we find, accord-

ing to Armstrong, " that

within district No. 9, commanded by General

Deaiborn, there were over thirteen thousand

men of all arms. On the Niagara three thou-

sand three hundred regulars, and three thou-

sand volunteers and militia ; at Sackctt's

Harbour, two hur.dred regulars, and two

thousand militia; on Lake Champlain, three

tiiousand regulars, and two thousand militia.

In the West, although we are without the

data which would enable as to give so detailed

which he bravely attempted to take with the bay-

onet, though covered with 200 of the enemy's best

troops : advancing as rapidly as the deep snow,

and the exhausted state (in consequence) of his

men, would admit, he ordered a charge, and had
not proceeded many paces, when his lett arm was
broken to pieces by a grape shot ; but still undauu-
teoiy iunning on with his men, he almost immedi-

iitely afterw.irds was depi'ved of the use of his

right arm, by a discharge of a case-shot ; still

heroically disregarding all personal consideration,

lie nobly ran on, cheering his men, to t le assault,

till, exhausted by pain and loss ofblood, he became
unable to move ; his company gallantly continued

the charge under 7 ieuteuant M'Auley; but the

reserve of the militiu not being able to keep up
VN ith them, they were compelled, by the great su-

periority of the enemy, to give way, leaviug a few
on a commanding position, and a tew of the most
advanced, in the enemy's possession, nearly about

f he tii^e that I gained the height above mention-

ed. The enemy hesitating to surrender, I instantly

ci..iled his eastern battery, and by it silenced

another, which now opened again; and ordering

on the advance the detachment of the King'p,and

I he Highland company of militia, under Captain

Eustace, of the King's regiment, he gallantly rush-

ed into the fort ; but the enemy retreating by the

opposite entrance, escaped into the woods, which

I should have effectually prevented, if my Indian

warriorb had returned sooner from a detached ser-

vice, on which they had that morning been em-
ployed.

a statement of General Harrison's force, yet

we arc informed that while Proctor, after

defeating and capturing Winchester, was

hastening back to Maiden,to escape the attacks

of Harrison, this last mentioned officer, under

ai:..ilar apprehensions of his adversary, after

setting fire to his stores, baggage and defences

at the Rapids, retreated hastily to Portage

Piiver. The delusion, however,+ under which

this movement was made was not of Ion"

duration, and shortly afterwards, General

Harrison announced to his government that

" a few days would enable him to resume and

defend the position ho had left, against any-

thing Proctor could bring against it, and

advancing with a force of about two thousand

men, J on the eastern bank of the Miami, he

began a fortified camp to cover his intended

operations. Here, for the present, we will

leave him with General Proctor watching him

with five hundred and

twenty regulars,four hun-

dred and fifty militia and about twelve hun-

dred Indians. We have already shown that

„, „ , _, the whole force along
Shcaffes Force. ^, -t. - .

the Niagara frontier,

thirty-six miles in length, exclusive of that

stationed at Fort George, and which may be

Proctor's Force.

i

I cannot close this statement without expressing

my admiration of the gallantry and self-devotion

of Captain Jenkins, who had lost one arm, and is

in danger ot losing the other. I must ulso report

the intrepidity of Captain Lefcvre, of the New-
foundlaiid regiment, who had the immediate charge

of the militia under Colonel Fraser ; of Captain

Eustace, and the other officers of the King's regi-

ment ; and particularly ofLieutenant Ridge, of that

corps, who very gallantly led on the advance;

and of Lieutenant M'Auley, and ensign M'Donn-
ell, of the Glengarry regiment ; as also Lieutenant

Gaiigueben, of the royal engineers ; and ofEnsign

M'Kay, of the Glengarry light-infantry; and of

Ensign Kerr, of the militia, each of whom had

charge of a field-peice ; a-d of Lieutenr.nt Impey,

of the militia, who has lost a leg. I was also well

supported by Colonel Fraser and the other officers

and men of the militia, who emulated the con-

spicuous bravery of all the troops of the line. I

inclose a list of killed and wounded. The enemr
had 600 men underarms, and must have sustained

a considerable loss.

I have the honor to be, &c.

O. Macdonmeu,,
Major, Glengarry light infantry, Lieutenant-

Colouel, commanding in the Eastern

District of Upper Canada.

Sir G. Prevost. &c.

tArrastrong—page Ul.
(Ibid,
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stated at fourteen hundreil and forty regulars,

and two hundred and sixty militia, ainounted

to but three hundred and sixty regulars, and

two hundred and forty militia, in all twenty-

three hundred men.

It is not £0 easy to get at the strength of

Army in Lower Ca- the force at the disposal

»"''«• of Sir Geo. Provost, but

we can gather from "Veritas,"—who, in his

anxiety to criminate Sir George, is not likely

to have underatatcd his means, whether for

offence or defence—that it did not exceed

three thousand regulars and militia at the

outside.

These numbers show fifteen thousand five

The total numlH-ps hundred Americans to

onbothsiclrscoiniwcd.
six thousand three hun-

dred British and twelve hundred Indians.

A glance at the state of affairs on Lake On-

Coniimrativc naval tario does not give a

strciigtu. more satisfactory result,

as we find a powerful American force, the

united tonnage of which amounted to over

nineteen hundred tons, besides boats, lying at

Sackctt's harbor. This fiect, mounting eighty-

six heavy cannon, was in readiness to

co-operate in the movements conteii:^!..'..J by

the Cabinet at Washington. At this very

time our vessels on I^ake Ontario were lying

unmanned and unfurnished in Kingston har-

bor and elsewhere, waiting for the arrival of

seamen to enable them to be prepared for ser-

vice 1

Plan of campaign.

Having shown the strength, we will now
proceed to the plan of

campaign proposed by

General Dearborn and Connnodore (!hauncey,

and, . .ier some deliberation, agreed to by the

Amciican Government as certain of ultimate

success. According to this plan, it was pro-

posed that three simultaneous demonstrations

should be made. At the west Harrison was

to attack and d. ive back Proctor, compelling

the surrender of Maiden and the evacuation

of the Michigan territorj^; Com, Chauncey

and the fleet, wiih an army under Gen. Pike,

were first to atta(;k York, and from thence to

proceed to the investment of Fort George by

land and water
; a third force was to cross

over from Buffalo, and, carrying the forts at

Erie and Chippewa, to join that already as-

sembled at Fort George. Canada West hav-

ing been thus swept, the whole force was to

proceed eastward to Kingston, to co-operate

with General Dearborn in the reduction, first

of that place, and afterwards of Quebec. This

was a very well laid combination, and had Ca-

nadians been the disafiected body imagined by

Americans, voulJ in all probability have suc-

ceeded. As they, however, obstinately refused

to believe themselves as enslaved and wronged

as Hull and Smith represented, it did not real-

ize all that had been expected.

About this time Sir James Yeo arrived to

,An'ivalof Sir James assume the naval com-
^'""-

niand. This oflicer had

formerly commanded the Southampton frigate,

and immediately on his arrival he commenced

with great energy the work of fitting, man-

ning, and preparing for actual service. Before,

however, entering with him on his labors, we
must retrace our steps, and resume the nar-

rative of naval events, which we closed with the

capture of the Java by the Constitution. We
must also remind the reader that, in the fifth

chapter of this work, an act of great barbarity

on the part of Captain Porter, of the Essex,

towards a British seaman, was, on the autho-

rity of Mr. James, exposed. An account of

this proceeding reaching Sir James Yeo, some

natural expressions of indignation at the act,

and of contempt for the perpetrator, escaped

him ; and as these sentiments were uttered in

the hearing ofseveral American prisoners then

on board the Southampton, they were soon

made public, with appropriate emendations.

Sir James Yeo's remarks were made to convey

a challenge to Captain Porter, and this officer

had now an • pportunity of thrusting himself

into more creditable notice than the inhuman

tarring and feathering of poor John Ewing

was calculated to gain for him. A formal ac-

ceptance by Captain Porter of this (we may
call it pretended, as James declares there is

no authority whatever for the sending) chal-

lenge afterwards went the round of the Ame-

rican papers. We have introduced this anec-

dot . as it is necessary for us, before resuming

our narrative, at the date where we broke off,

CO accompany Capt. Porter on his first cruise

in the Essex. The successful issue of this

adventurous expedition did not fail to create
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great sensation throughovit ilw United States,

and we might expose ourselves to the charge

of a Hiippressio veri, did we omit aught that

might be supposed to bear on the subject.

We have, besides, an additional inducement

to accompany Captain Porter, as wo may be

enabled to corr'^ct a few statements which,

inadvertently of course, have been suftered to

creep into his record.

The Essex had been prevented from forming

part of Commodore Rodger's squadron, as she

could not be fitted up in time, but on the 8rd

July she sailed from New York, and on the

11th fell in with seven transports bound from

Barbadoes, to Quebec, under the convoy of

the Minerva, twelve luninder, thirty-two gun

frigate. The Essex succeeded in cutting oft the

rearmost vessel with nearly two hundred sol-

diers on board, and Captain Hawkins wore in

pursuit but, finding after a while, that by

continuing in chase, he must run the risk of

separating from, and perhaps losing the re-

maining six vessels of his convoy, he resumed

bis course.

James observes on this "Captain Porter

was discreet, as well as shrewd enough to

chuckle at this ; and disarming and paroling

the soldiers, and ransoming the vessel, he al-

lowed the latter to proceed with the intelli-

gence of the outrage she had suffered. He of

course obtained from his prize, the name of

the convoying frigate, whoso protection had

bel^n of so much service, and by the first op-

portunity wrote an official account of his ex-

ploit, concluding with the, as applied to a

British ship, galling words " we endeavored to

bring the frigate to action, but did notsucceed."

Unfortunately for Captain Porter's declaration

of inferiority, in point of sailing, of the Essex,

this vessel was afterwards captured, and her

sailing qualities so fully ascertained as to leave

no doubt but that Captain Porter, had he

really desired to bring the Minerva to action,

could easily have cone alongside of her.

That no such thought, however, entered

Captain Porter's head will be clear to all, as

we proceed in our analysis of that Officer's

claim to wear the laurel. A dispatch to the

Navy Department, dated "At sea, August

17th," contains the next claim preferred by

Captain Porter, " I have the honor to inform

you that on the 13th His Britanic Majesty's

sloop ofwar. Alert, Captain T. L. R. Langhame,

ran down on our weather quarter, gave three

cheers, and commenced an action (ifso trifling

a skirmish deserves the name), and after eight

minutes' firing, struck her colours, with seven

feet of water in her hold, much cut to pieces,

and with three men wounded. * * * The

Essex has not received the slightest injury.

The Alert was out for the purpose of taking

the Hornet."

Some credit is due for the modesty of this

despatch, but when we state what the Alert

really was, it will be seen that even Captain

David Porter could scarcely have made more

of the transaction. In the year 1804, twelve

colliers were purchased by the British Govern-

ment, and one of these die Oxford, became

the Alert sloop of w , fitted with eighteen

pound carronades, the highest calibre she

could bear. By the end of the year 1811, ten

of these choice vessels ..ad either been broken

up or converted into peaceable harbour ships.

Two still remained, and, as if possessing in

reality the qualities which their names implied,

the Avenger and Alert were dispatched to the

North American station a short time previoas

to the war. Had the Alert been rigged with

two masts, Capt. Porter would only have had

the glory of taking a small gun brig, but the

unfortunate mizen mast classed her amongst

vessels which were a full match for any two

such craft. Captain Porter disarmed his prize

and sent her, as a cartel, with the prisoners,

eighty-six in number, to St. John's, Newfound-

land, where Captain Langhame and his crew

were tried for the loss of the ship. When we

consider the verdict of the Court, however, we

may be inclined to admire Captain Langharnc's

bravery, we cannot but condemn him some-

what for provoking, with such a crew, so un-

equal a contest. It was proved at tb trial that

the crew went afit to request the 'iptain to

strike his colors, and the finding of the Court

was " the honorable acquittal of Captain

Langhame, the master and purser," while the

first lieutenant was dismissed the service, and

the marked disapprobation of the Court was

expressed to the remaining officers and crew.

On her return to the States, being found unfit

for a cruiser, the Alert was first laid up in

ordinary, and, after some time, then fitted up

as a store ship ; her creeping pace, however,

betrayed her collier origin, and she was finally
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sent to New York, to bo exhibited to the citi-

lens as one of the national trophies of war.

Capt. Porter's next despatch must have

carried with it a pleasing conviction that mari-

time supremacy had ceased to be "England's

undoubted right," and must have inspired

American sailors with a most contemptible

opinion of their opponent's courage. We give

the despatch entire.

" On tlie afternoon of the 30th August, I

discovered one of the en 'iny's frigates stand-

ing forward, as under a press of sail, appar-

ently with an intention of speaking us, stood

for him undiT easy sail with the ship prepared

for action, and, apprehensive that he might

not And me during the night, T hoisted a

light. At 9, he made a sigr isisting of

two flashes and a blue light, ^iarently about

four miles distant from us. I continued to

stand on for the point where they were seen

until midnight, when not getting sight of the

enemy, I concluded it would bo best to heave

to for him until daylight, presuming that he

had done the same, or that he would at least

have kept in our neigbourhood ; but to mj'

great surprise and the mortification of my
oflScers and crew (whose zeal on every occa-

sion excites my admiration,) we discovered in

the morning that the bird had flown. From

her fleetness which enabled her to disappear

so soon, / thlnic it not unlilcely that it was the

Acasta, ofJi/ty guns, and three hundred and,

fifty men sent out with the Ringdove of twenty-

two guns to cruise for the Essex,"

Ships usually carry logbooks, in which are

entered every day's proceedings, with the lati-

tude and longitude ; a reference to these,unfor-

tunately for the correctness of Capt. Porter's

assumption, shows that, on th3 day mentioned,

the Acasta was in lat. 43" north, and long. 63'

16' west. The Essex being in 36° north and H2o

west The Ringdove (only of eighteen gunt. by

the way) was on that day at anchor in the har-

bour of the island of St. Thomas. The ship that

Capt. Porter fell in with, was the Ratler, eigh-

teen gun sloop, Capt. Alexander Gordon, who
knowing that it would be folly to engage in so

unequal a contest, very wisely avoided an en-

gagement.

On the 4th of September Capt. Porter was

really gratified with a sight of a ship of war,

as on that day, having in convoy the merchant

ship Minerva, be fell in with (to use his own

words) TWO ships of war. These two ships of

war were the Br. . thirty-eight gun frigate

Shannon and the merchant ship Planter, re-

captured from the Americans. The Essex,

keeping the Minerva close astern of her, bore

down as if to meet the Shannon, then in chase,

but having closed to within ten miles, Capt.

Porter's bettor judgment prevailed, and leav-

ing the poor merchant ship to her fate, the

Essex hauled to the W"id and crowded all sail

to get away. The M'nerva was taken posses-

sion of and burnt, in hopes that the Essex

might seethe flames and clear down to avenge

the indignity, but with no effect. This run-

ning away was the lant exploit performed by

Capt. Porter, who anchored, throe days after-

wards, in the Delaware, " crowned with glory."

Hornet and Peacock.

We left, it may be remembered, the Hornet

sloop of war off St. Sal-

vador, where, with the

Constitution, Capt. Lawrence had been block-

ading the Bonne Citoyecnc, and whence she

was chased by the Montague, seventy-four.

Afttr escaping from the line of battle ship, the

Hornet stood to the westward, captured an

English brig with some seven thousand pounds

in specie on board, and then directed her

course to the coast of Surinam and Demerara,

Wh'.le cruising on this station, the Hornet,

whci boating off the entrance to the Demei'ara

river, discovered a sail bearing down on her,

which proved to be the British brig sloop

Peacock. The engagement commenced a little

after five, and ten minutes before six, the

Peacock, being in a sinking state from the

heavy fire of the Hornet, hoisted an ensign,

union down, from her fore rigging, as a signal

of distress. Shortly afterwards her main mast

went by the board. Every attempt was now
made to save the crew, but all would not do,

and a few minutes rf^rwards the Peacock

went down in five and a half fathom water

with thirteen of her men, four of whom only

escaped by crawling into the fo.o rigging. An
xVmerican Lieutenant, Midshipman, and three

men with difficulty saved themselves byjump-

ing, as he brig went down, into boats lying

on the booms. Some of the men baved thera-

selve.'j in ti;*-} stern boat, and, notwithstanding

it was much damaged by shot, they arrived in

safety at Demerara.

Of her hundred and ten men, the Peacock

^ .

'.
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lost her gallant commander and seven men,

besides three ofiBccrs and twenty-seven men

wounded. The Americans state their loss at

two killed and three wounded, out of a crew of

one Imndrcd and seventeen.

We give tlic comparative force of the

combatants,before introducing James' remarks

on the action.

Comparative force of the ships.

Peacock. Hornet.

Broudsidc guns . . . . 9 10

No. of lbs 102 297

Crew 110 163

Size 380 ICO

The accuracy of this table has been proved,

yet American writers have declared that the

Hornet gained a victory over a ^* superior

BrilUh force.'''' No'V for James.—" If, in

tlieir encounter of British frigates the Ameri-

cans were so lucky as to meet them with

crippled masts, deteriorated powder, unskilful

gunners, or worthless crews, they were not

less fortunate in the biigs they fell in with.

There was the Frolic, with her main-yard

gone and topmasts sprung ; and here is the

Peacock, with twenty-four instead of thirty-

two pound carrronades, the establishment of

her cla.ss, and with a crew tliat, owing to the

nature of their employment ever since the

brig had been commissioned, in August, 1807,

must have almost forgotten that they belonged

to a manof-war. The Peacock had long been

the admiration of her numerous vi-sitors, for

tlie tasteful arrangement of her deck, and

had obtained, in consequence, the name of the

yacht. TJie Irecchings of the carronudcs were

lined with white canvas, the shot-lockers

shifted from their usual pLiccs, and nothing

could exceed in hriltiancy, the polish up)on the

traversing bars and elevating screics." These

remarks are deservedlysevcre,both on the com-

mander of the Peacock and the authorities,

whose duty it was to know that the Peacock

was fitted in a manner suitable to her class.

The brig was new, built ofoak, and able to bear

thirty-two pounders,and there could then have

been no other cause for the change,but that the

smaller guns took up less room, and gave a

lighter appearance to the deck. It appears

extraordinary that the British Government,

after so many disasters, and the lapse of eight

months from the declaration of war, should

not have become alive to the importance of

sending proper vessels to aea. The Peacock,

Frolic and brigs of her class were mere shells,

when compared with such ships as the Hornet

and the W.asp, whoso scantling was nearly as

stout as a British twelve pounder frigate, but

still they were entitled to be ranked In a

certain class, and an extract from Lawrence's*

official letter will show that ho did not hesitate

to claim for himself a very sufficient amount

of credit. Captain Lawrence could have

afforded to have dispensed with this, as we

readily admit tha> ho was really a gallant and

truly bravo officer ; after all, we can hardly

wonder at his becoming inoculated with the

national disorder, especially as it was the

policy of a government that has never yet

been convinced of the inutility, even in a profit

and loss point of view, of making a misstate-

ment. The wreck of the Peacock was visible

for a long time after the action, and this was

a fortunate circumstance, as it gave an

opportunity of ascertaining her relative j)Osi-

tions and that of the F.spiogle. This

was necessary, as Captain Lawrence's state-

ment makes the E.'^piegle "six miles in shore

of me," and adds, "and could plainly see the

*" At the time I brought the Poncock to action,

the Eispiegle, (tlie brig uientiuned as being at an
anchor) mounting sixteen two imd tliirty pound
carronad ;9, and two long nines, lay about six

miles in shore of ine, and could plainly see tlio

whole of the action. Apprehensive she would
beat out to the assistance of her consort, such
exertions were used by my offieors and crew, in

repairing danuiges, &c., that by nine o'clock our
bouts were stowed, a new set of sails bent, and
the ship completely ready for action. At two,

A.M., got under way and stood by the wind to

the northward and westward under easy jail. On
mustering next morning, found we had two hun-
dred and seventy-seven souU on board (incluiling

the crew of the American brig. Hunter, of Port-

land, taken a fe,v days before by the Peacock)
and as we had been on two-thii-ds allowance of

provisions for some time, and hud but 3,400 gal-

lons of water on board, I reduced the allowance
to three pints a man, and determined to make the

best of my way to the United States,

The Peacock was deservedly styled one of the

finest vessels of her class in the British navy. I

should judge her to be about the tonnage of the

Hornet. Her beam was greater by fiv e inches,

but her extreme length not so great by four feet.

She mounted sixteen four and twenty pound car-

ronades, two long nines, one twelve pound carro-

nade on her top-gallant forecastle as a shifting

gun, and one four or six pounder, and two swivell

mounted aft. I find by her quarter-bill that her

crew consisted of one hundred and thirty-four

men, four of whom were absent in a prize."
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whole of the action." It has been provoil

that the actual distance between the vessels

waa twenty-four miles. Lieutenant Wright,

senior, of the Pcacocli, has declared that the

Espii^glo "was not visible from the look-outs

utationcd at the Peacock's mast-heads, for

some time previous to the commencement of

tiio action," and if further information be

wanted, it is to be found in the ignorance, of

Captain Taylor, of the action, until informed

of it the day after, by the Governor of

Dcmerara. When the authorities awoke from

their lethargy, some time afterwards, and

begun to examine somewhat into the real

condition of ships, their cfRL'icticy of equip-

ment, and their state of dii-cipliiie, this same

Captain Taylor was found guilty by a Court-

Martial of having " neglected to e.xcrciso the

ship's con'pany at the great guns." It was

therefore, "perhaps, <brtunato that the dis-

ordered state of her rigging prevented Capt.

Taylor from engaging the Hornet. It was

hard, at the same time, on Captain Taylor,

that he should bo punished for negligence,

which was common to two-thirds of the navy,

and to which the Admiralty, by their instruc-

tions, and their sparing allowance of powder

and shot for practice at the guns, were in

some degree instrumental.

Captain Philip Broke, of the Shannon fri-

Thn Chosaiwako and gnte, was amongst that
the Shannon.

^lass of British officers,

who mourned the imbecility of a Government,

which saw the capture of vessel after vessel

by the Americans, and yet could not be per-

suaded but that diplomacy and procrastination

would convert small and ^efficient, into large

and well equipped vessels. This officer was

determined to prove what an English thirty-

eight could effect, when the ship and crew

were properly fitted for little.

On the 21st March, 1813, the Shannon, in

company with the Tencdos, same force, sailed

from Halifax, and reconnoitred, on the 2nd of

April, Boston Harbour, where they discov-

ered the President and Congress, the latter

quite, the former nearly ready for sea. Ac-

cording to James, the two British commanders

determined to intercept and bring to action

the two American vessels. It is rather hard

to say how it happened, but, nevertheless,

happen it did, that the Americaa vessels got

to sea about the Ist of May, unpcrccivcd, leav-

ing only the Clu'sapeake and Constitution in

harbour. The Constitution was undergoing

serious repair ; the Chesapeake Miis expected

to be ready lor sci in a few days ; Captain

Lawrence therefore (as two frigates were not

required to watch one,) dcspatcheil the Tenc-

dos to sea with instructions to Captain Parkes

not to join him before the 14th June, by which

time Captain Broke trusted that his desire of

meeting an enemy's vessel of equal force

would be accomplished. While cruising of!

the harbour the Shannon captured several

vessels, but destroyed them all that he might

not weaken his crew. James states that " ho

sacrificed twenty-five sail of prizes to keep

the Shannon in a stale to meet one or the

other of the American frigates." Our note*

will show the comparative force of the two

frigates. Captain Broke, on the 1st June,

having received as yet no answer to the vcr-

*0n her main deck, the Shannon was armed
the same as every other British frigate of her
class, and her established guns on the quarter-deck

and forecastle were Ifi cnrronades, Jti-pounders,

and four long O-pounders, total 48 guns. But Cap-
tain Broke had since mounted a 12-pounder

boat carronade through a port purposely made on
the starboard side of the quarter-deck, and a brass

long 6-pounder, used generally as an exercise gun,

through a similar port on the larboard side ; be-

sides which there were two 12-pounder carronades,

mounted as standing stern-chasers through the

quarter-deck stem-ports. For those last four gunti,

one !52-pounder carronade would have been more
than an equivalent. However, as a 6-pouuder
counts as well as a S2-pounder, the Shannon cer-

tainly mounted 52 carriage-guns. The ship had
also, to be in that respect upon a par with the

American frigates, one swivel in the fore, and
another in the main top.

The armament of the Chesapeake, we have al-

ready on more than one occasion described : she

had at this time, as afterwards found on board of

her, 28 long 18-pounder8 on the main deck, and
20 carronades, 32-pounders, and one long shifting

18-pounder, on the quarter-deck and forecastle,

total 49 guns ; excl'isively of a 12-pounder boat-

carronade, belonging to which there wac a very

simple and well-contrived elevating carriage for

firing at the tops, but it is doubtful if the gun wag
used. Five guns, four 32-pounder carronades

and one long 18-pounder, had, it was understood,

been landed at Boston. Some have alleged, that

this was done by Captain Lawrence, that he might
not have a numerical superiority over his antago-

nists of the British 38-gun class: others say, and
we incline to be of that oj^ninn, that the reduction

was ordered by the America, government, to ease

the ship, whose hull had already be^qjun to hog, or

to arch in the centre."

,1-
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bal challcngcH which he had sent in, des-

patched hy a Cajifnin Slociim the following

letter to (^iptnin Lawrence, Into captain of

the Hornet, and now cunitnanding tho Chesa-

peake :

—

" As tho rhesnpcnko appears now ready for

Boa, I reijucst you will do nie '•.o favour to

moot tho Slionnon with her, ship to ship, to

try the fortune of our respective fiuga." (Here

follows the description of the Shannon's force.)

"I entreat you, sir, not toimogine that I am
urged by mere personal vanity to tho wish of

my meeting the Chesapeake, or that I depend

only upon your personal ambition for your
acceding to this invitation. \Vc have both

nobler motives. You will feci it as a compli-

ment if I say that tho result of our meeting

may be the most grateful service I can render

to my country ; and I doubt not that you,

equally confident of success, will feel con-

vinced that it is only by repeated triumphs in

even comlata that your little navy can hope to

console your country, for the loss of that

trado it can no longer protect. Favour me
with a speedy reply. We are short of pro-

visions and water, and cannot stay long here."

This letter did not reach Captain Lawrence

in time to influence his proceedings, as it ap-

pears that ho had already received permission

fi-om Commodore Bainbridgc to capture or

drive away a British ship that had repeatedly

lain to off the port, and, in view of all tho citi

zens, had used every endeavor to provoke the

Chesapeake to come out and engage her.

Captain Broke's anxiety as to the reply to his

challenge induced him to mount tho rigging

himself and while at tho mast-head he per-

ceived that, ere Capt. Slocum's boat reached
the shore, the American frigate was under
way, attended by numerous sailing pleasure-

boats, and a large (schooner) gun-boat, with

Commodores Bainbridgc and Hull, besides

several other American naval officers, on
board. The Chesapeake got under weigh at

half-past twelve, and at one rounded tho light-

house under all sail. The Shannon now filled

and stood away from the land. At twenty

minutes to four the Chesapeake hauled up and
fired a gun, as James has it,' " either in defi-

ance, or perhaps to induce the Shannon to

stop, so as to afford the gun-boat and pleasure

seeking spectators the gratification of witness-

ing how speedily an American could ' whip

'

a British frigate." Tho Shannon now hauled

up and lay to. At half-past five the Chesa-

peake steered straight for the Shannon's star-

board quarter, with a large white Hag at the

fore, on which was inscril)ed, as if to paralyze

the efforts of the Shannon's sailors, tho words

"Sailors rights and free trade."

At ten minutes to six the Shannon fired tho

first gun, and between the period of its dis-

charge and Captain Broke's boarding eleven

minutes elapsed. In four minutes more the

Chesapeake's fiag was hauled down, and the

vessel was completely his. Below* will bo

•Tho following is tho damage and loss of men
sustained by tlio respective combatants. Five
shots passed throiij^h tlie Shannon ; one, only,ljelow

the niuin deck. Of several round sliut tlntt struck

he.", tho greater part lodged in tho side, ranged in

a line just above tho copper. A bar-sliot entered

a little below tho watcr-niark, leaving a foot or 18

inches of one end sticking out. Until her shot

holes were stopped, tho Shannon made a good
deal of water upon the larboard tack ; but, upon
the other, not more than usual. Ilcr furc and
main masts were sligntly injured hy shot ; and her

bowsprit (previously sprung) and mizenmast were
badly wounded. No other spar was damaged.
Her shrouds ou tho starboard side were cut almost

to pieces ; but, from her perfect state aloft, the

Shannon, at a moiierato distance, appeared to have
sulTored very little in the action.

Out of a crew, including eight recaptured sea-

men and 22 Irish labourers two days only in the

ship, of 306 men and 24 boys, tho Shannon lost,

besides her first Lieutenant, her purser (George
Aldhani), captain's clerk (John Dunn), 13 seamen,
four marines, three supernumeraries, and one boy
killed, her Captain (severely), boatswain (William
Stevens, mortally), one midshipman (John Samwell,

mortally), and 56 seamen, marines, and supernu-

meraries wounded ; total, 24 killed and 69 woun-
ded.

Out of a crew of at least 381 men and five boys

or lads, the Chesapeake, as acknowledged by her

surviving commanding offlcer, lost her fourth Lieu-

tenant (Edward I. Ballard), master (William A,

White), one Lieutenant ofmarines (James Broom),

three midshipmen, and 41 petty olHcers, seamen,
and marines killed, her gallant commander and
first Lieutenant (both mortally), her second and
third Lieutenants (George Budd and William L.

Cox), acting chaplain (Samuel Livermore), five

midshipmen, her boatswain (mortally), and 96

petty officers, seamen, and marines woundec
;

total 47 killed and 99 wounded, 14 of the latter

mortally. This is according to the American offi-

cial account ; but, it must be added, that the total

that reported themselves, including several slight-

ly wounded, to tho Shannon's surgeon, three days

after the action, wore 116 ; and the Chesapeake's
surgeon wrote from Halifax, that he estimated the

whole number of killed and wounded, at from

160 to 170.
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found the Kngllsh account and the American

dcspntcli, but a glimcc at tlio comparative

force of the coinbatnntH will show (hat the

superiority of force, though but trifling, was

Btill on the mdo of the Chesapeake :—
81IA*N0N. CllESAPEAKB.

Broadside gun«, 25 2J

Weight of metal, lbs. 638 590

Numl)er of crew, 800 870

Tonnage, 1000 11.15

Tiie capture of this vessel mailc public some

of the extraordinary means of attack and de-

fence adopted by the Americans m their naval

engagements with (he Uriii^h. Among the

Chesapeake's round and gnipc (Vide James,

page 200) were found double-headed shot in

abundance ; also bars of wrought iron, about

a foot long, connected by links and folded to-

gether, so as, when discharged, to form an ex-

tended length of six feet. Other bars, of

twice the length, and in luiinber from three

to six, were connected at the end by a ring;

these, as they (lew from the gini, expanded

at four points. The object of (his novel artil-

Of tlic Chesapoiike's guns we have already given

a full account: it only rciimins to point out, that

the ship had tiireo spare ports of a side on the

fortcastlo, tlirough which to flglit her sliifiiiig

long IS-pounder and 12-pounder hoat-carronndo.

The former is admitted to have been used in that

way; but, as there is some doubt whether the

carronndo was used, we shall reject it from the

broadsidc'force. This leaves 25 guns, precisely

the number mounted by the Shannon on her

broadsiile. The accuracy ofCaptain Broke'sstato-

mcnt of his 8hi|)V force is, iiuleed, worthy of re-

ninrk: hecvon slightly overrated it, because ho
represent'jd all of hia guns of a side on the upper
deck, except •.\^' boat-gun, as 32-pounder carron-

aJc3, when lue number were long nines.

As a matter of course, a cotut of inquiry was
held, to iiivestigule the circumstances under which
the ('hesapeake hud been captured. Uomniodore
Bainhridge was tho president of the court ; and
the following is the first article of tho very

"lengthy" report published on the subject : "The
court are unauimcusly of opinion, that the Chesa-

peake was gallantly carried into action by her late

brave commander ; and no doubt rests with the

court, from comparison of the injury respectively

sustained by tlie frigates, that the fire of the Ches-

apeake was much superior to that of the Shannon.
The Shannon, being much cut in her spars and
rigging, and receiving many shot in and below the

water line, was reduced almost to a sinking con-

dition, after only u few minutes cannonading from
tho Chesapeake ; whilst the Chesapeake was com-
paratively uninjured. And tho court have no
doubt, if the Chesapeake had not accidentally

fallen on board the Shannon, and tho Shannon's
anchor got foul in the after quarter-port of the

Cliesapeake, the Shannon must have very soon
surrendered or sunk." Some very singular ad-

missions of nusconduct in the officers and crew
follow ; and then the report proceeds as follows :

" From this view of the engagement and a careful

examination of tho evidence, the court are unan-
imously of opinion, that the capture of the late

United States' frigate Chesapeake was occasioned,

by the following causes ; tho almost unexampled
early fall of Captain Lawrence, and all the prin-

cipal officers ; the bugleman's desertion of his

quarters, and inability to sound his horn ; for the

court are of opinion, if the horn had been sounded
when first ordered, the' men being then at their

quarters, the boarders would Lave promptly re-

paired to the spar deck, pro()ably have prevented
rtie enemy from boarding, certaiidy have repelled

them, and ndght have returned the hoarding with

success ; ami tho failure of tho lioardors on both
decks, to rally on the spar deck, after the enemy
had hoarded, which ndght have been done success-

fully, ii is believed, from the cautious manner in

which the enemy came on board."

It was certainly very "cautious" in Captain
Broke, to lead 2i) men on board an enemy's ship,

supposed to 1)6 maimed with a complenio'itof 400
;

and which, at the very moment, had at loast 270
men without a wound about them. Tiio court of
inquiry makes, also, a fine story of the firing down
tlie hatchway. Not a word is there of the "mag-
nanimous con(|uered foe" having fired from below,
in the first instance, and killed a British marine.

Captain Broke will long have cause to remember
the treatmenthe experienced from this " magnani-
mous conquered foe." So far, indeed, from the

conduct of the British being "a most unwarrant-
able abuse of power after success," Lieutenant
Cox of the Chesapeake, in the hearing of several

English gentlemen, subsequently admitted, that

he owed his life to the forbearance of one of the
Shannon's marines. When the American officers

arrived on board the Shannon, nud some of them
wore finding out reasons for beiuE; '•taken so
unaccountably," their first lieutenant, Mr. Ludlow,
candidly acknowledged,- that tho Shannon had
beaten them heartily and fairly.

SiK—The unfortunate death of Captain Jamea
Lawrence and Lieutenant C. Ludlow, has render-

ed it my duty to inform you of the capture of the

late U. States frigate Chesapeake.

On Tuesday, June 1, at 8 a. m. we unmoored
ship and at meridian got under way from Preai-

dent'.s Roads, with a light wiiid from thesouthward
and westward, and proceeded on a cruise. A
ship was then in sight in the offing which had the

appearance of a ship of war, and which, from in-

formation received from pilot boats and craft, we
believed to bo the British frigate Shannon. We
made sail in chase and cleared ship for action. At
half past four p.m. she hove to, with her head to

the southward and eastward. At 5 p. m. took in

the royals and top-gallant-sails and at half past

fivo hauled the courses up. About 15 minutes

before 6 p. m. the action commenced within pistol

shot. The first broadside did great execution ou
both sides, damaged our rigging, killed among
others Mr. White, thesaillng master, aud wounded
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lery was to dismantle the shrouds. The can-

riistcr shot, when opened, were found to con-

tain in the centre angular and jagged pieces of

iron and copper, broken bolts and nails. The

musket cartridges, as we noticed before, each

contained three buck shot, and rifle barreled

pieces were amongst the small arms. Formi-

dable preparations these I

Romarlts on tUo ac-

tion.

The four victories gained by the Americans

had cralted the national

vanity to such a pitch

that the disagreeable task of recording a de-

feat was somewhat puzzling to the caterers to

public taste. Tt would not at all answer

to "tell the story as it happened," con.*e-

quently the various reasons assigned for the

Chesapeake's mishap are not a little amusing.

One officer says,f "had there been an officer

on the quarter deck with twenty men the re-

sult of the action must have been different."

Another, " it was with difficulty the Shannon

was kept a^oat the night after the action,

the Chesapeake on the contrary, received

scarcely any damage from the shot of his oppo-

nent. The English officers do not hesitate to

say, they could not have withstood the fire of

the Chesapeake ten minutes longer." In one

place the public were informed that "the

Chesapeake was greatly the inferior of her

enemy in every respect, save the valor of her

officers." In another, that " the officers and

crew were strangers to each other, while the

Shannon had a picked crew and was a mccii

STRONGEii vessel than the Chesapeake, and had

Captain Lawrence. In aboui, 12 minutes after the

commencement of the action, we fell on board of

the enemy, and immediately after one of our arm-

chests on the quiirter-dtick was blown up by a

lmnJ grenade thrown from the enemy's ship. In

a few minutes one of the capta'.n's .lids ctimo on

the gun deck to inform me that the boarders were

called. I immediately called the boarders away

and proceeded to the spar deck, where I found

that the enemy had succeeded in boarding us

and had gained posficssion of our quarter deck.

I immediately gave orders to haul on board the

fore tack, for the purpose of shooting the ship

clear of the other, and then made an attempt to

regain the quarter deck, 7 again made an effort to

collect the boarders, but in the mean time the

enemy had gained complete possession of the ship.

On my being carried down to the cock-pit, I

there found Captain Lawrence and Lieutenant

Ludlow both mortally wounded ; the former had

been carried below previously to th8 ship's being

tNiles Weekly Ilcgister, page 374.

greatly the odds in guns and men." The

American purser declares that the Chesapeake
" had the advantage, and that had Capt. Law-

rence lived the Shannon must have been ours."

Even Commander Bainbridge found in this

engagement " the nest evidence of the supe-

riority of American over British frigates and

demonstrated, much to his own satisfaction,

doubtless from its result, that Americans must

always conquer when they had an equal

chance." We presume the Commodore

alludes to the equal force and tonnage of the

Gueriere, Macedoviifn and Java. The Com-

modore was decidedly of opinion that "it is

surely an evidence of our decided superiority

that an American thirty-six gun frigate, five

hours out of port, with an undisciplined crew,

(we have merely the Commodore's ipse dixit

for this assumption,) should put an English

thirty-eight gun frigate, the best of her kind,

in a sinking state in Ji/teen mi/iutes." The

Commodore .vinds up with the declaration

that the British victory " was certainly to be

pla( .d to the amount of gc-u fortune on their

side." These statements will suflicc to shew

the nature of the information supplied lo the

American public and how sedulously careful

the journals and naval officers were not to

awaken them from the dream of fancied invin-

cibi'ity. The atrocious calumnies invented

and circulated throughout the Union, in refer-

ence to the treatment of prisoners are not

worth the confuting, and do credit to Ameri-

can ideality. One startling fact must not be

boarded; the latter was wounded in attemptin;;

to repel tha boarders. Among those who kW
early in the action was Mr. Edward J. Dalian!,

the 4th Lieutenant, and Lieutenant James Ifroom

of marines.

I herein enclose to you a return of the killed

and wounded, by which you will perceive that

every officer, upon whom the charge of tiie ship

wou'd devolve, was either killed or wounded
previously to h.T capture. The enemy report

the loss of Mr. Watt, their first Lieutenant; tlio

purser ; the captain's clerk, and 23 seamen killed
;

and Captain Broke, a midshipman, and 56 seamen
wounded.
The Shannr n had, in addition to her full com-

plement, an officer and 10 men belonging to the

Belle Poule, and a part of the crew belonging to

the Tenedos.

I have the honour to be, with very great res-

pect, &c.

Okohok Bcdd.
The Hon. William Jones,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
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omit'ed, before dosing the account, the

cHiiW of the Chesapeake, Proh jmdor ! con-

sisted, within about a twelfth part of Native

Ameuicans. Thus was the spell, cast by the

incapacity of the Admiralty, over the British

Navy, broken, and a salutary lesson taught to

Americans, that they were not yet equal,

much less superior, to British seamen.

One of the most favorite causes assigned for

Want of discipline the loss of thj Chesapeake
on iMard the Cuesa- ,. , ,

peakc. was the rawness and want

of discipline of the crew. A few facts con-

nected with the manning of American ships

in general, and of this vessel in particular,

will serve to clear up this point. In order to

fill up deficiencies, houses of rendezvous were

opened, and as soon as a man declared himself

A candidate, he received a dollar, and accom-

panied an officer to the ship. There he was

examined as to his knowledge of seamanship,

age, muscular strength, &c. by a board of oflB-

cers, consisting of the surgeon, master, and

others. If approved, the man signed the

articles, and remained where he was; ifrejected

he returned to shore with a dollar in hispocket

So fastidious were the committees of inspection,

that out of five boats loaded with men that

would go ofifduring the day, three would come

back not eligible. The features of the engage-

ments, we have already narrated, would have

borne a very di£ferent aspect, could British

ships have been manned in a similar manner.

In reference to the crew of the Chesapeake in

particular, we find in a letter from the secre-

tary at war to Captain Evans (the former

commander) instructions to complete the

Chesapeake's armament,enumerating the class-

es at four hundrccl and forty-three. We also

ascertain that the Chesapeake was re-manned

in April, 1813, and that the greater part ofthe

crew re-entered. In addition to this, several

of the Chesapeake's petty officers, after their

arrival at Melville prison, confessed that thirty

or forty hands, principally from the Constitu-

tion, came on board, whose names, in the

hurry and confusion, were not entered in the

Purt>ar's books. As a proof of the stoutness

of the crew, it may be mentioned that the

puncheon ofhandcuff8,^«WMZci/or the Shan-

riaf!t eretOy and found on the half-deck, with

the head ready knocked out, when put od the

to be too small, and general complaints were

made when it was found necessary to apply

them, in consequence of an apparent inclina-

tion of the prisoners to mutiny. The best

reply to the assertion that the Shannon was in

a sinking state is the statement that she arrived

at Halifax with her prize early on the 6th.

At the beginning of the war, Ontario was

di^n [akesf"''""^"™" ^^^ only lake on which

floated a British armed vessel. The small fleet

consisted of the Royal George, a ship of three

hundred and fifty tons, mounting twenty guns,

a brig of fourteen guns, and two or three

smaller armed vessels, all under the command
of Commodore Ear^ We have already had

occasion to touch onThis OflBcer'sincompetency

or, as James terms it, " dastardly behaviour,"

we therefore allude to the failure in the plan

for the destruction of the Oneida, merely to

remark on James's sneer at Earle as " a Cana-

dian, we will not call him a British Com-
mander," as very uncalled for. We readily

grant Earlc's incompetency or want ofcourage,

but we deny that this arose from his being a

Canadian. General Brock was a Guernsey

man yet he was generally considered an abler

general than his chief, who was not a Colonist

We enter a protest against any similar imper-

tinence on the part of any historian. Canada

is in feeling an integral part of Britain,

and the loyalty and bravery of the Canadian

Militia throughout the war, entitle them to be

classed as equal to any British subject, in every

attribute of a man.

The American force on the lake at the com*

mencement of the war, was a single brig of

sixteen guns, and yjet from the neglect or

indifierence of the British '•onr^ i.nders (Sir

George Prevost and Commodore Earle), by

the end of the year, the Americans were mas-

ters ofthe lake and had afloat six fine schooners

mounting forty-eightguns, besides theMudison,

a fine ship of six hundred tons, pierced for

twenty-four guns. In the meantime, the

British were building two vessels, one at York,

an unprotected port at one side of the lake,

the other at Kingston, on the opposite shore.

The American Government had the good

sense to despatch a competent person, with

between four and five hundred prime sailors

wriats of the Chesapeake's crew, were found
I
from the seaboard, to assume the direction of

"
>



142 HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812.



HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812. 148

There is something particularly absurd in

this sentence : from the very commencement

ofthe war,a series ofaggressive demonstrations

had been made by the Americans. Elizabeth,

Queenston, Eric and Amherstburg had been

successively the point of attack ; the main

object of these movements had been the

occupation of the rich peninsula which

forms the western portion of Upper Canada,

Gen. Harrison's present works were in further-

ance of a combined attack to bo made for the

acquisition of this coveted territory; yet

forsooth we are told that hitherto with

Americans the war liad been defensive. This

very war, denounced in Congress as an unjust

attempt to acquire territory which the Union

neither wanted, nor had the means to

hold; against the prosecution of which, the

Eastern States had made so determined a

stand as to refuse the quota of militia required

from them. The repeated failures of this

war we now find put forth as the struggle of

a brave, but undisciplined militia, to repel

invasion I

!

The facts of the war should have prevented

Ingersol from setting up so very ridiculous

and untenable a position.

The defeat of the Americans was very com-

plete, but Richardson shows that scenes far less

satisfactory now occurred. Major R. writes,

" the victory obtained at the Miami was such

as to reflect credit on every branch of the

service; but the satisfaction arising from the

conviction was deeply embittered by an act

of cruelty, which, as the writer of an impartial

memoir, it becomes my painful duty to record.

In the heat of the action a strong corps of the

enomy, who had thrown down their arms, and

surrendered themselves prisoners of war, were

immediately despatched, under an escort of

0ily men, for the purpose of being embarked

in the gun-boats, where it was presumed they

would be safe from the attacks of the Indians.

This measure, however, although dictated by

the purest humanity, and apparently offer-

ing the most probable means of security,

proved one of fatal import to several of the

prisoners. On gaining our encampment, then

entirely deserted by the troops, they wore

auailed by a few cowardly and treacherous

Indians, who had borne no share in the action,

Tci who now, guided by the MVige initinct

of their nature, forced the British guard, and
selecting their victims, commenced the work
of blood. In vain did the harrassed and
indignant escort attempt to save them from
the fury of their destroyers ; the phrenzy of

these wretches knew no bounds, and an old

and excellent soldier of the name of Russell,

of the 41st, was shot through the heart while

endeavoring to wrest a victim from the grasp

of his assailant. Forty of these unhappy men
had already fallen beneath the steel of the

infuriated party, when Tecumseh, apprised

of what was doing, rode up at full speed, and
raising his tomahawk, threatened to destroy

the first man who resisted his injunction to

desist. Even on those lawless people, to

whom the language of coercion had hitherto

been unknown, the threats and tone of the

exasperated chieftain produced an instanta-
'

neous effect, and they retired at once humiliated

and confounded."

" Never did Tecumseh shine more truly him-

self than on this occasion ; and nought of the

savage could be distinguished save the color

and the garb. Ever merciful and magnani-

mous as he was ardent and courageous, tha

voice of the suppliant spldom reached him in

vain ; and although war was his idol, the ele-

ment in which he lived, his heart was formed

to glow with all the nobler and more generous

impulses of the warrior; nor was his high

character less esteemed by ourselves than

reverenced by the various tribes over which,

in his quality of brother to the Prophet, he in-

variably presided. In any other country, and
governing any other men, Tecumseh would

have been a hero ; at the head of this unciv-

ilized and untractable people he was a savage

;

but a savage such as Civilization herselfmight

not blush to acknowledge for her child. Con-

stantly opposed to the encroachments of the

Americano for a series of years previous to

their rupture with England, he had combated

their armies on the banks of the Wabash with

success, and given their leaders proof of a skill

and judgment in defence of his native soil

which would not have disgraced the earlier

stages of military science in Europe. General

Harrison himselfj a commander with whom he

had often disputed the palm of victory, with the

generous candor of the soldier, subs^quentlj

ascribed to bia Tirtues as a man, and abilitiei

,,,...



144 HISTORY OP THE WAR OF 1812.

I

i'^

as a warrior, commanding at once the atten-

tion and admiration of his enemies."

" The survivors of this melancholy catas-

trophe were immediately conveyed on board

the gun boats moored in the river ; and every

precaution having been taken to prevent a

renewal of the scene, the escorting party pro-

ceeded to the interment of the victims, to

whom the rites of sepulture were afforded

even before those of our own men who had

fallen in the action. Colonel Dudley, second

in command of General Clay's division, was

among the number of the slain."

Every one must deplore this transaction,

and regret that proper measures had not been

adopted to insure protection to the captives

;

most unhappily, too, it afforded an opportunity

to American writers to indu'ge still more freely

in the strain of bitter invective already so

common, and they were now enabled to color

w'th some shadow of truth, the numerous

appeals made against the British for acting in

concert with the Indians. We do not pretend

to palliate this inhuman massacre ; but still, it

must be borne in mind that the Indians far

outnumbered their allies, and that they were

smarting under the sense of a long series of

injmies inflicted on them by the Americans.

They had never experienced mercy at the

hand of their enemies, the lesson ofmoderation

and mercy had never been taught them, and

at thifi precise time, a reward had been offered

by American officials for every Indian scalp.

In place of so unjustly condemning the British

as participators and instigators in such cruel

scenes, Americans should have asked, have

we not had meted to us the cup of tribulation

and misery so unsparingly measured out by

ourselves to our red brethren.

After the action General Proctor ascertained

Gcnaral Proctor do-
^^'^ .

™POSSibilit- of re

sorted by the Indians Straining the Indiana
and part of the Militia. - • ii. •«•,««, pursumg their es-from

tablished custom of returning home to secure

the booty they had acquired. A great part

of the militia also represented the absolute

necessity that existed for them to return to

their homes so as to take advantage of the

short Canadian season for preparing their

crops. General Proctor, therefore, found him-

self compelled to embnrk his guns and stores,

raise the siege of Fort Meigs, and return to

Amherstburg. We will begin our next chapter

with the account of this embarkation to be

found in General Proctor's letters to Sir G,

Prevost

CoL Proctor's embarkation return of the

force, of all ranks and services, including

Commis.sariat officers, &c., on this expedition,

gives five hundred and twenty two regulars,

and four hundred and sixty-one militia. His

loss of killed, wounded and missing was esti-

mated at one hundred and one.
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The enemy were for a few minutes in posses-

sion of our batteries, and took some prisoners.

After a severe contest, though not of long con-

tinuance, the enemy gave way, ond except

the body of those who sallied from the fort,

must have been mostly killed or taken.

In this decisive affair, the officers and men
of the 41st Regiment, who charged and '-outed

the enemy near the batteries, well maintained

the great reputation of the corps. Where all

deserve praise, it is difficult to distinguish.

Capt. Muir, an old officer, who has seen much
serviae, had the good fortune to be in the im-

mediate command of these brave men. Be-

sides my obligations to Captain Chambers, for

his unwearied exertions preparatory to, and

on the expedition, as Deputy-Assistant Quar-

ter-Master-Genera', I have to notice his gal-

lant conduct in attacking the enemy near the

batteries at the point of the bayonet ; a ser-

vice in which he was well supported by Lieuts.

Bullock and Clements of the 41st regiment,

and Lieut. Le Breton of the Royal Newfound

land regiment. The courage and activity dis-

played through the whole scene of action by

the Indian chiefs and warriors contributed

largely to our success. I have not been able

to ascertain the amount of the prisoners in

possession of the Indians. I have sent off,

according to agreement, near five hundred

prisoners to the river Huron, near Sandusky.

I have proposed an exchange, which is

referred to the American Government.

I could not ascertain the amount of the

enemy's loss in killed, from the extent of the

scene of action, and mostly in the woods. I

conceive his loss, in killed and wounded, to

have been between one thousand and one

thousand two hundred men.

These unfortunate people were not volun-

teers, and complete Kentucky's quota. If

the enemy had been permitted to receive his

reinforcements and supplies undisturbed, I

should have had at this critical juncture to

contend with him for Detroit, or perhaps on

this shore.

I had not the option of retaining my posi-

tion on the Miami. Half of the militia had

left us. I received a deputation from the

chiefs, counselling me to return, as they could

not prevent their people, as was their custom

after any battle of consequence, returning to

heir Tillages with their wounded, their

prisoners, and plunder, of which they had

taken a considerable quantity in the boats of

the enemy.

Before the ordnance could be withdrawn

from the batteries, I was left with Tecumseh,

and less than twenty chiefs and warriors, a

circumstance which strongly proves that,

under present circumatancea at least, our

Indian force ia not a disposable one, or per-

manent, though occasionally a moat powerful

aid, I have, however, brought off all the

ordnance ; and, indeed, have not left any-

thing behind; part of the ordnance waa

embarked under the fire of the enemy.

The "service on which we were employed

has been, though short, a very severe one

;

and too much praise cannot be given to both

officers and men, for the cheerfulness with

which,on every occasion, they met the service.

To Lieut.-Colonel Warbuiton I feel many

obligations, for the aid he zealously afforded

me on every occasion. From my Brigade

Major, Lieut. McLean, I received the same

zealous assistance as on former occasions. To

Captain Mockler, Royal Newfoundland Rcgt,

who acted as my Aide-de-Camp, I am much

indebted for the assistance afforded me.

Lieutenant Le Breton, of the Newfoundland

Regiment, assistant engineer, by his unwea-

ried exertions, rendered essential service, as

did Lieutenant Gardiner, of the 41st Regi-

ment, fiom his science in artillery. The Royal

Artillery, in the laborious duties they per-

formed, displayed their usual unwearied zeal,

and were well assisted by the Royal New-

foundland (under Lieutenant Garden) as addi-

tional gunners. The laborious duties which

the Marines, under Commodore Hall, were

called upon *o perform, have been most cheer-

fully met, and the most essential service per-

formed.

I have the honor to send an embarkation

return of the force that served under my com-

mand at the Miami, exclusive of the Indicni^

who may be stated at twelve hundred.

I also enclose a return of our killed, wound-

ed, and prisoners, who have, however, been

exchanged.

I have taken upon mc to give the rank of

Major to the six Captains of the line, as militia

were employed on the same service with them

;

some of them are old officers ; all of them de-

eerving ; any mark of your Excellency's appso*
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bation of them would bo extremely grateful to

mo.

T beg leave to mention the four volunteers

of the 41st regiment, Wilkinson, Richardson,

Laing, and I'rocf or, as vorthy of promotion.

I have the honor to be, &c.

Henry Pkoctou,

Brig.-Gen. Comg.

I beg to acknowledge the indefatigable

exertions of the Commissariat

(Signed,) Henrt Proctor.

To His Excellency Lieut-Gen.

Sir G. Prevost, Bart, &o.

It will be perceived, by his dispatch, that

General Proctor 'oes

Slaughter of captives, ^^j ^4^^^.,^ ^^^^^ g^ ^^^.^

importance to the Indian force as Ingersol

would fain make out. lie and other American

writers have always made this arm of the

" allied force " a convenient excuse for any

mistakes or failures, and wc have, accordingly,

already shewn that to the dread inspired by

this force was " Hull's deplorable surrender "

ascribed, while, in another instance, "to the

vile use made by Proctor, with Elliot's aid,

of the terror of the savages," all the disasters

at the River Raisin were attributed.

The Elliot here spoken of has been frankly

acknowledged by Thomson, in his sketches of

the war, to have been " an American by birth,

a native of Maryland." " The thrilling tales

of cruelty and bloodshed " so liberally inter-

woven into their narratives by r^ost of the

American chroniclers of these times, exhibit

so much of the character of romance, that it

were idle to attempt the refutation of the

many and curious fictions ; we may, however,

remark, en passant, that whilst wc do not

admit that cruelty was ever practiced, where

the British could interfere, in the present

instance the individual most obnoxious to

censure was acknowledged to have been one

of themselves. Wo close this part of our

subject, by also reminding the readers of

these " thrilling tales," that in General Win-

chester's official despatch, {as Tie wrote it) he

expressed himself " highly gratified with the

attention which had been paid to him, his

officers, and the prisoners generally, by the

British,"

A signal proof of American disingenuous-

Dcss is to be found ia tho suppression, or

rather garbling of this document, and we can

only account for this proceeding (.ho expung-

ing from tho despatch of that part of it we
have just quoted) as ascribing it to the neces-

sity which existed, that the war should, at all

hazards, be rendered popular, and that it was,

therefore, found expedient to keep alive the

spirit of animosity which they had by this

time partially succeeded in arousing, and

which it had been their aim to establish, by
circulating talcs calculated to kindle a feeling

of revenge throughout the length and breadth

of the Union. It will bo accordingly found

that those tales are the most highly seasoned

which were produced by the Government

organs.

We left Commodore Chauncey with a large

Tieit at Sackett's Harbor,
Descent upon York

^^^jy ^^ ^-operate in

th'' meditated combined attack on Canada.

It had been at one time proposed that this

attack should have been commenced by a

movement on Kingston, and that the two

brigades wintering on Lake Champlain, and

amounting to twenty-five hundred men, should

be placed in sleighs, and transported under

the command of General Pike, by tho most

eligible route, and with the greatest possible

rapidity to Kingston; where (being joined by

such force as could be brought from Sackett's

Harbor) they should, by surprise or assault,

carry that post, destroy the shipping wintering

there, and subsequently be governed by cir-

cumstances, in either retaining the position or

in withdrawing from it. This plan was, how-

ever, abandoned, probably from rep Drts of the

increased strength of the British, and the one

detailed in our last chapter, substituted. The

two letters from General Armstrong, Secretary

at War, lay open the whole plan of operations,

and prove most conclusis e'l/ how well in-

formed the American comraanders were of

Sir George Prevost's weal^ness at that time,

although misled afterwaids by the false reports

which ultimately led to the change in plans.

(First Letter.)

February lOth.

"I have the President's orders to com-

municate to you, as expeditiously as possible,

the outline of campaign which you will im-

mediately institute and pursue against Upper

Canada:

—
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Ist. '1000 troojis will be asscinlilcd at

SufkcU'^ Hiu'Dor.

2d. 8000 H in bo broiigbt together at r.ufr;ilo

and its xicinily.

3J. The former of these c.>rp3 will bo cm-

barked and tnmsported under convoy of the

fleet to Kingston, where they will be land(!d.

Kini^.-ioM, its giu'ri-oii, and the Ihili^h sbijis

winfeiing in the haibor of tliut ji'.aco will be

its first object. Its second object will be

York, (the capi'al of TTjiper Canada) the

Blorjs ciille( ted, and the two frii;at';s building

there. Its tliird object. Forts George and F.rie,

and their de|i('ii(hiieies. In the attainment of

this last the'e \v ill be a cooi'eiation between

the two corps. The eouipotiition of these will

bo as follows

:

1st, llloomfield's Bi i<rado ],inu

2d. Chandler's do 1,0U

8d. Philadelphia detachment 4U0

4th. Baltimore do 3UU

6th. Carlisle do 2u0

6th. Greenbush do. 4uo

7th. Saekett'.- Ilarbordo 2o0

8th. Several cori)s al Hutfiilo under the

coimnand of tii neial I'oi ti.r, and

the recruits belonging thereto. . .'!,000

Total 7,('C0

The time hv excelling the enterprise will

be governed by the opening of Jake Ontario,

which usually takes place about the 1st of

i^pril.

The Adjutant-General has orders to put the

more soutlnrn detachments in march as ex-

peditiously as possible, 'J'he two brigades on

Lake Clianij 'ain you will nunc so as to give

them full time to reach their place of destina-

tion by the 2.jth of March. T' ^ loute by

Elizabeth will, I think, be the slu.rlest and

best, Tluy wiil be leplaccd by some new

raised r giments from the east.

You 'vili put into your movements as mu(.'h

privacy as may be compatible with their

execution. They may be masked by rcfiorts

that Sackctt's Harbor is in danger, and that

their principal effurt .vill be niade on the

Niagara, in co-oi)eia(ion with Geiieral Har-

rison. As the route (o Sackelt's Haibor and

to Niagara is for a eon.-id rable distance the

same, it may bo well to intimate, even in

orders, that the hitter is the destination of the

two origades now at Lake C ' upUin."

{Second Letter.)

Fthrnarg 2\th,

" Rcforc I left New Ymk, and, till very

recently, siruiemy arrival here, I was iiiforineil

through various chaimels, that a winter or

spring attack upon Kingston was not pracli-

cable, on account of the snow winch generally

lies to the depth of two, and sometimes of

three feet, over all that northern region din'ing

those seasons. Hence it is that in the plan

recently communicated, it v;as thcnght safest

and best to make the atla( k by a combination

of nav.al and military moans, and to •pproiich

our olject, not by diieelly crossirg the St.

Lawrence on the ice, but by setting out from

Sackett's L'arbor, in concert with, and under

convoy of the licet. Later infotmaiii^n ilillers

frum that on which this plan was foimded;

and the fottimate issue of Major Forsyth's last

expedition shew.-, that small enlerpi'ises, at

least, may be successfully cxcecuted at the

present season. The advices, given in your

letter of the 11th instant, have a bearing also

on the same point, and to the same ellect. If

the cm my be really weak al Ivingslon, and

approachable by land and ice, Pike, (who will

be a brigadier in a day or two,) may be put

into motion from La'ie Champlain by the

Chateaugay route, (in sleighs) and, with the

two brigades, cross the St. Lawrence where

it may be thought best, di^troy the armed

ships, and seize and hold Kingston, until you

can join him with the other corps destined for

the future oljecls of the ex])e(liiion; and, if

pressed by Frcvost before such junction can

bo effected, he m.ay willulraw himself to

Sackctt's Har'uor, or oilu r place of si'curity,

on our side of the line. This would be nnieh

the shorter road to the object, and perhaps

the safer one, as the St, Lawrence is now every

wheie well bridged, and oilers no obstiuclion

to either attack or retreat. Such a movement,

will, no doubt, bo soon known to Prevosi, and

cannot but disquiet him. The dilennnait

presents will be serious. Fiitlicr hennistgivc

up his we-!tcrn posts, or, to save them, he

must carry himself in foice, and promptly, to

Up|)ei' Canada. In the latter case he will be

embarrassed for subsistence. Lis convoys of

provision will be open to our at'.acks, onft

line of nearly one hundred miles, and his

position at Monti'cal mucb weakened. Another

decided advantage will be, to let us into the
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secret of his real Htrcnj^th. IC ''c be nhio to

nuke heiivy (lutiiclimcnt.s to cover, or to

recover Ki I i^i'il "11, and to jiiotcct his supjilies,

and aflcr u!l i.iiir.tiiin himsilf it Montnal and

on Liiko L'ii;iiiiii!iiin, ho i, stronger than I

im.tgiiiod, or than iny wyll-authunticated

reports iiiako him to he.

With nj^anl to our magazines, my belief i.'J,

that wu havo notliing to fear; because, ns

slated above, Prevost's attention must bo

given to tlie \^ eslern posts, nnd to our move-

inonts against tliem. Ho will not dare to

advanix' ;-onlh\vard!y, while a heavy corps is

operating on liis Hank-, and inenaciiig his line

of communiealion. Ihit on the otlier sup,

positi'^'ii, they (the tnagazinos) inny bo easily

secured ; Isl, liy taking them to Willsboroiigh ;

or, 2d, to IJurlinglon ; or, "d, by a niililia call,

to protect them where tlicy arc. Orders are

given lor the niaveli of tlie eastern volunteers,

excepting Ulmer'a regiment, and 1
••" com-

panies of axemen, sent to open the route to

the Chiiiidiere.

Tliu southern detachf ont will be much

stronger tlian I had siii)j>osed. That from

Philadei|ihi,i will rauount to nearly one thou-

sand elfeetives."

Altliough we are enabled from these letters

to make out v.Iuit was the original plan, wc

are kfi without much information as to the

real reason why it was abiuidoned. Even

Armstrong, although Secretary at War, and

comuieniiiig on this particular enterprise at

considerahlc lepg'h, is comparatively silent on

this point, wo ma}-, therefore, with some

degree of conii leiice, nsciil)e it to General

Dearliorn's aiul Commodore Chaunccy's rc-

prcsenla'.ioi'.s, influenced doubtless b}' private

information gained through their spies.

Be this r.Kitter, however, as it may, on the

25th April, 1813, Commodore Chauncc\''s

fleet sailed from Sackett's Harbor for York,

having on board (leneral Dearborn, asfJeneral-

in-chicf, and a eonsiderablu force. It is not

easy to get at the exact number of troops

sent on this enterpri.se, nor to ascertain the

mat('ri<I of which it was composed. Geneial

Dearborn does not enumerate them, and most

Anuriean historians have taken the nuinher

montiored by Chauncc}', who says that " he

took on board tlic General and suite, and

about FcventL'en hutiured men." Ingersol

reduces, on what authority we are ignorant,

thi.s nmnber to si.xt'-en hundred, but an .Mhanj

paper, says Junes, actually states Iho number

at " about live thousand." This i.", an c\iilent

exaggeration, Vutwc think we may fifely p'«t

the numbers down, after comparing the varioiis

accounts, including the crews of the armed

vessels, at between two thousand flvchun-'

dre(l and three th.ousand men.

This forci reached its destination on the

27th, and prepar.'ilions were immediately made

for landing the troops. York seems at this

time to havo been in an almost difencplcss

condition, and a very reprehensib'c apathy

appears to have jjrevailed. James represents

that "the guns upon the batteries, Vjeing

without trunnions, were mounted upon wooden

sticks, with iron hoo]is, and, therefore, became

of very little use. Others of the guns belonged

to the .ship that was building, and lay on the

ground, partly covered with snow and frozen

mud," J.imcs idso mentions that the aecidcntal

circumstance of the Duke of Gloucester brig

being in the port, un<lerg')ing some repairs,

enabled the giiilson to mount, on temporary

field works, a few six-pounders. Still the

defences were of the most insignificant char-

acter, and wc are at a loss to account for the

undertaking the building of vessels in a place

so open to, and nnp'-ep'U'ed for, an attack.

Their various positions having been taken

up by the amu'd vessels destined to cover the

landing, and take part in the attack on

tlic batteries, the debarkation of (ho troops

began about eight o'clock in the morning, and

Forsyth with bis riflo corj^s wci'c the first

who attempted to make good a landing.

The spot at which the landing was intended

to have been made was close to the site of an

old French fort, and will bo found on reference

to the plan iit the hea 1 of the cliaiit ?r ; the bo.ita

were, however, carried by a strong hreeze

and heavy sea, considcrabl}- to leeward of tho

intended point, and nearly half a mile to the

westward the landing was etleclcd. Arm-

strong says this spot was " thickly covered

with brushwood, and already oecnpied by

llritish and Indian marksmen." Hud tho spot

beer oceu[.ied as thus represented, the chances

are, when wo consider with what liiilieulty

(hey overcame a more handful of men, that

the Americans would never havo. landed on

that day ; in reality it was occupied by Major

Givens, wit.'i about tivc-aiid-t'vcnty Indians,
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and a company (about sixty) of Qlengarry

Pcnciblcs. ArinHtrong ndds ;
" in tho conteHt

that followed, Forsyth lost some men, but no

credit." We grant the former, ns the defence

nmdcbythehnndfulormcn,thenon the ground,

was 80 determined that Forsyth would have

found it dinicult to effect a landing had he not

been speedily reinforced by Major King and

a battalion of infantry. Tho landing of tho

main body under <ieneral Pike now enabled

the enemy to advance more boldly, and to

drive back tho liritinh, (whoso numbers had

been in tho meantime increased by tho arrival

of some two hundred and twenty militia, and

Ally of tho Newfoundland regiment,) from one

position to another. The stand mado at some

of these positions was very gallant, as iwo

companies of tho 8lh regiment (about two

hundred strong) had now joined. James

says, " the whole of tho American troops, at

this time on shore, amounted, by their own

accounts, to upwards of one thousand. These

were met by two hundred and ten men of the

8th, and Newfoundland, regimen ta, and about

two hu:idred ond twenty militia, who mado a

formidable charge upon the American colunr.n,

and partially compelled it to retire." Rein-

forced, however, by the fresh troops that

were continually being landed, the Americans

rallied and compelled the British to retire,

partially covered in their retreat by the

batteries which, insignificant as they were,

had still done good service, by partially occu-

pying the attention of the enemy's vessels,

which had by this time, from their light

draught of water, approached within gun-shot.

The companies of the 8th regiment suffered

materially from their ignorance of the roads,

the grenadiers being nearly annihilated, and

this was the more to be regretted, as their

gallantry was without any beneficial results,

the main landing having been olfected before

their arrival. General SheaRb appears to have

laid his plans very badly ; ty early dawn the

alarm of the enemies' approach was given

;

yet so confused does every movement appear

to have been, that we find only a few Indians

and a handful of militia on the spot to oppose

a landing, while the two companies of the 8th

were left to find their way through woods

and cover without proper direction or guides.

We find, in addition, Adjutant Gcn.Shaw, with

abodyofmen and abrass six-pouQder,taking up

a poshlon on tho line of Dundas street, where

ho remained, taking no part in the action.

We do not blame A(\jutant Gen. Shaw for

this, as we presume he had his orders, but

we question tho judgment which placed him

in Kuch a position, as it was not probable that

the Americans would advance by that route,

leaving in the rear, a force which,^8man as it

was, had kept them in check for six hours.

On the retreat of the British, a movement

effected through the woods, the Americani

advanced and carried, without much resist-

ance, the first defence: advancing towards

tho second, and observing the fire cease sud-

denly. Pike concluded, and not unreasonably,

that it was for tho purpose of making

proposals for a surrender, and unfortunately

halted his troops while yet at a distance of

two hundred yards from the main battery.

We say, unfortunately, as, had they advanced,

the mojor part of them must have perished in

the explosion which took place on the firing

of the magazine, which had been just

blown up by Sergeant Marshall to prevent the

enemy gaining possession of a largo quantity

of powder deposited there. Ingersol styles

the blowing up of tho magazine " a vilo strat-

agem ;" and Thomson accuses General ShcafTs

of treacherously ordering the train to be laid,

and of artfully placing several cart loads of

stones to increase the effect. This is quite in-

correct, as wo do not think ShenfTc clever

enough to have suggested such a plan ; besides,

Marshall distinctly stated that had he known

General Sheaffe wished it, or had it occurred

to himself, he could easily have blown up the

enemy by giving ten minutes more port fire.

Had he done so, the destruction of the whole

column would have been the natural conse-

quence. A vast amount of nonsense, relative

to this affair, has been penned by American

historians, who do not seem to reflect that

this was an invading force, and that the mine

has always been a legitimate mode either of

attack or defence. In the present instance,

the only object in blowing up tho magazine

was to prevent General Pike getting posses-

sion ofthe powder ; it was, therefore, blown up,

and very clumsily too, it was done, as several

of tho British troops were killed or wounded

by the explosion. We heartily agreo with

James, " that c 'en had the whole column

been destroyed, the Americans would but
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baTO met their deserts ;" and if disponed to

eommiserafc tlic poor Holdiers, at least,wc wish,

with him, " that their places had been Hllcd

by the American President, and the ninety-

eight memberH of the Let;isIfttiiro who voted

for the war." The explosion, partial as were

ita cfl'ucts, killed and wounded more than two

hundred Americans, spreading its mischief far

and wide, and creating in the remainder much

temporary alarm and confusion. The .stones

and rubbish Were thrown as fur as the decks

of the vessels near tho shore, and, according

toIngers./I, "tho water shocked as with an

earthquake."

General Piko was literally stoned to death,

his breast and sides were crushed, nnd ho lin-

gered in great agony till ho expired. Ocn.

Pike was u native of Now Jersey, and is repre-

sented to have been a gallant and thorough-

bred soldier," and ono of tho best commanders

the Americans had. His death was a glorious

one. Through motives of humanity ho halted

to prevent unnecessary effusion of blood, and

paltry as was the victory gained with such over-

whelming odds, still he had the satisfaction of

knowing that he had gained a victory, such as

it was. Thomp.son and Ingcrsol are very elo-

quent onhis death ;
" carried on board the

Commodore's ship, General PlUo was laid on

a mattress, and asking f t the British captured

flag to be laid under his head, in a few hours

he nobly breathed his last upon it, without a

«gh."

All honor we are ready to pay to the brave

man who dies a sacrifice for his country, but

considering tho immense superiority of num-

bers, by which, after a long and desperate

struggle, the feat of supplanting the flag was

achieved, the olHciousness of the American

historians has conferred more of ridicule than

of honor upon the last moments of their hero.

General Sheaffe was careful to avail himself

of the temporary panic into which the enemy
had been thrown, and collecting what regular

force he could, and leaving to their own resour-

ces the civil authorities and embodied militiii,

he made a hasty retreat in the direction of

Kingston, destroying, as he passed along, two

ships on the stocks, and a magazine of military

and naval stores in the harbour. The defence

of the town being no longer practicable, a

surrender necessarily f 'lowed, by which it

was stipulated, that the militia and others at-

tached to the Britisli military and naval service,

who had been cn}ilu red, should be paroled ; that

private property of every kind should bo rc»»

pectcd, and that all public stores should be

given up to the ca|)tors. We have italicised

tho words " who had been captured," as the

.Americans got pns.seHsion of the militia rolls

and included amongst the list of prisoners on

parole, many who had never laid down their

arms, and whom it was never contemplated to

include in tho list. We give Sheatle's dis"

patch, with his list of killed and w ounded

:

Kingston, Miiy 5ih, 1813.

Sir,—I did myself t'..o honor of writing to your

Excellency, on my route from York, to coinmu-

uicato the mortifying intelligence tlmt tho enemy

iiad obtuincd possession of that place on tho 27th

of April. I shidl now give your Excellency a

further detail of that event.

In the evening of tho 2Gth, infummtion was

received that many vessels had been seen to the

eastward. Very early the next morning, they

wore discovered lying-to, not far from the har-

bor; after some time had elapsed, they made

sail, and to the number of sixteen, of various de-

scriptions, anchored oiT tlie shore, some distance

to tho westward. Boats full of troops were im-

mediately seen assembling near the dbmmudore'a

ship, under cover of whose fire, and tlmt ol other

vessels, and aided by the wind, they soon eft'eoted

a landing, in spite of a spli itcd opposition fi'om

Major Givens and about forty '.^'ii.ns. A com-

pany ofGlengarry light infantry, wliicli had boon or-

dered to support them, had, by some mistake (not

in the smallest degree imputable to its com;naa-

der,) been led in another direction, and came late

into action. The other troop.", consisting of two

companies of the 8th (or King's regiment), and

about a company of tho royal Xewfoundland re-

giment, with some militia, encountered the enemy

in a thick wood. Captain M'Xeal, of the King's

regiment, was killed, while gallantly loading his

company, which suffered severely. The troops

at length fell back ; they rallied several times,

but could not maintain the contest against the

greatly superior and increasing numbers of the

enemy. They retired under cover of our batter-

ies, which were engaged with some of the enemy's

vessels that had moved niglier to the harbour.

By some unfortunate accident the niagnxine at

the western battery blew up, and killed and

wounded a considerable numbei of men, and

crippled the battery. It became too evident that

our numbers and means of defence were inade>

quate to the task of maintaining possession of

^

I
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York ngiiinst Uie vast supi.'riuiity of force broiigh!

against it, Tlie troops wore wiilulrawn towards

the town, and weio flnnUy ovdcicd to retreat on

the road to Kinp;.=to!i ; tlic powder mnpazine was

blown lip, and the new Miip and naval stores de-

stroyed. Lieiitonant-Colont'l Cliowett and Major

Allen of the militia, residents in the town, were

instructed to treat with the American command-

ers for terms ; a statement of tlioso agreed on

with Miijor General Dearborn and Commodore
Chauiiccy, is tranamiltod to yoin- Excellency, with

rctur!\g of the killed and wounded, &c. Tiic a(^-

counts of the number of the enemy vary from

eighteen huuilreil ,uid ninety to three thousand.

\Vo had ahout six liundied, including militia and

dock-yinduiep.. Tlii, (.piality uf ihese troops was

of so sujieiior a de-ciiption, and their general

dispoiiiitiu so good, iluit, 'aiidcr less unfavourable

circumstaneo', I 'd h.ive felt confident of

success, in .=i)ite !i
'• disparity of numbers. As

it was_ the contest, whieli conuneneed between

six and seven o'clock, was maintained for nearly

eight hours.

Wlicn we had proreodcd some miles from

York, we met the light infantry of the King's re-

mert, on its route for Fort Oeori-.i. 't retired with

us and covered the retreat, '.hici was effected

without molestation from the enemy,

I Have the honor to be, &c.,

11. 11. SnKAFFK, Miijor-Geneval.

His Excellency Rir George Prevost, &c.

Return of killed, wounded, prisoners, and miss-

injr, of the Ir.-irips eiigngcd at York, under the

command of Sir Roger Hall Sheaffe, on the

27th ultimo; —
Kingston, Mi^y 10th, Ifil.*?.

Total—One enptiin, one sorgcant-innjor, ''jur

Berjeants, one liiummcr, fifty-two raidf and file,

three guniu^rs, kil'od: one ensign, two Serjeants,

one (huinmir, thirty raiikand file, wounded ; one

lieutenant, four seijiMiUs, one drummer, thirty-

six rank and file, one driver, wounded and pri-

soners ; six rat'.k aiid file, one bombardier, three

gumtcrs, piisonera ; six rank and file, one gunner,

miiising.

Names of officers killed and wounded.

Killed—8ih ^or King'.s regiment) — Captiiin

M'Ne:il, voluiiteer D. Maclean, cleik of the House

of Assembly,

Wonnded—Royal Newfoundland Regiment

—

Lieutenant D. Keven, prisoner,

Gltinguny Lij^lit Infantry— Ensign Robins,

slightly.

Gi-n.'iMl i^VnfT—Ciptain Loring, lOith regi-

ment, blightly.

Incorporated Militia— Capt. Jarvi?, vi^luuteer,

Ilartney, barrack-master,

RicuAUD Lkonauh,

Acting deputy-assistant-adjntant-geiieral.

if EuwD, Bavnes,

y^ Adjutant-general, North America,

Terms of eapilulfillon entered into on the. 27/A

April, 181 S. /'or the surrender of the town of
York, in U/ijicr Canada, to thearmi/ and navy

of the Unit'd Stnfen, nudir the commnnd of
]tfnJor- General Dearborn and Cominodort
Chattncei/ ;

T1..H, the troops, regular am' militia, at this

post, ami the naval olfic(.>rs and seamen, s!iidl be

surrenderetl prisoners of war. Tlie troops, regu.

lar and militia, to ground thi'ir arms iinmrdiatoly

on parade, and the naval olficers and se.imea be

immediately surrendered.

That all public stores, naval and military, shall

be innnediately given up to the eonnnanding offi-

ceis of the army and navy of tlie Unili'd Siates

—

that all jiriviite propel ty shall be guaranteed to

the citizens of the town of York.

That all papers b(>!onging to the civil officers

shall be retiined by them—that such surgconsas

nniy be procured to attend the wounded vS the

IJritish regulars and Canadian militia sliall not be

considered prisoners of war.

That one lieutenant-colonel, one major, thirteen

captains, nine lieutenants, eli'ven ensigns, one

quarter-master, o-.e deputy adjutant-general of

the militia, namely

—

Litnit.-Col. Cliewett,

Major Allen.

CAPTAINS.

John Wilson,

John Button,

Peter Robinson,

Reuben Richardson,

John Arnold,

James Fen wick,

James Mustard,

Duncan Cameron,
David Tliomiison,

Jol'.:: Riibinson,

Sinuiel Ridout,

Tlionnis Hamilton,

John I'.iirn,

Williiim .Tarvis.

QCARTKU-MASTER,

Charles Bavnes.

LIl:t!TI-:NANTS.

George Mustard,

Barnet Van(leil)urch,

Robert Sianlon,

George Ridout.,

Wm. J.irvis,

Edwaid M'Mahon,
.lohn Wilson,

Ely Playirr,

KNSKINS.

Andrew T .ompson,

Alfred Seiialiy,

DoiKild M'Aiihur,

William Sii.iih,

Andrew Mt'iirr,

J.ones Chew (It,

(n^ergi' Kink,

Ed war I Thompson,
Charles Deiison,

(iv'orue Denisou,

Darcey lioulton.

John 11. Siiultz

Nineteen serjenuta, four corporals, niul two

hundred and four rank ami tile

Of tho field train department, Wm. Punbnr;of

the provincial navy. Captain Frs. (loveroaux,

[aeutenant Green, Mi 'shi]imen John R oout,

fjouis Rai'pre, Clerk. Jnnies I,ani:s'lon, one bont-

swain, fifteen naval ertilicers ; of His Miijesty's

r'gnlar troops, Lieutenant I)i' Keven, one scr-

jeant-majfU' ; and of the royal artillery, oi.o bora-

biirdier and three gunners, shall lie smri ndcred

pri-<om'rs of w;n', ami iu'(:oui\led liu' in the ex»

ehaniie of prisoners between tlu United Stutei

ttnd Great lirituii).

V
X.
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In, one boiTt-

|;s Majesty's

I'll, Olio sor-

V, 01.0 bora-

mi T' ndercd

in I ho ex-

iiiU'd State*

(Signed) G. E. MITCIIKLL, Lient.-Col.

3rd A. U. S.

SAMUELS. rOXXOU, Major and
A. D C to Maj -(lOii. Di.'urboru.

WILLIAM KINO, Major.

l.")tli U. S. Infantry.

JESSE D. ELLIOTT, Lir'ut.

U. S. Navy.

W. CIIEWETT. Lient.-Col. Com
8rd Ut'St. York Militia.

W. ALLEN, Major .3rd Rc-t.

Y(Mk Militia.

F. GAURREAU, Lient M. Dpt.

Acrordingto nicfapiuilitioii thocotnlof ].n

soneis ainouiitod to two liuiulred and iiincty-

throo, yet some American accounts swelled

this luimbcr, one, to seven liundred and flfiy,

anotlur, to nine liun Ire 1 and thirty. These

asserliuiis, too, were made in the face of Gen.

Dearborn's official letter, in whichi t will ?i!ive

been seen he does not, iiieliidiiig Indians, late

the Uritisfi force at more than oight lumdred.

Small as this f.irce was, had it not Leen for

the unfortunate (as we deem it) halt of tho

8th on their way from Kingston to Foi'l Geor;;e,

the Americans would liavo had <i still smaller

force to contend with. Sir George Pievosi

and (icneral Slieniro deserve great censure for

this affair of York—the one for allowing mil-

itary and naval stores to he deposited, and a

comparatively large sloop of war to he built,

in an exiio.sed situation— ihe other for gross

negligence in not ordering the fortifications to

be put in Older, and neglecting to take proper

measures for concentrating iiis troops and en-

suring something like order and regulaiity.

General Sliealle was sliortly afterwards super-

seded in the eoniinand, in Upper Canada, hv

Major General Do Rotlenburg, and, returning

toMontreal, )ie took the coiumand of the troops

in that district.

Tlie Amei ican.s gained po.s.sossion of a ;;reat

quantity of naval stores, of which the destruc-

tion liad tiecn neiilocted. The greatest lo.s.s,

liowcvui', was that of the ships—one of wl;ich

had been neaily plankvd. Fortunately the

brig Prince lligcnt had left the harbor some

thrc (I, ys before the attack, thereby escap-

ing capture. The stores taken at York, writes

Inget.vol, " by another mistake, were bi^'iil

atS/.ckett's llaibour," so that the Americans

had not even this to boast ol as n recompensi

for ih.e loss of so many men. James evidently

Boems disposed to accuse tlse Americans of

dealing harshly with the town, and .states that

" they set fire, not only to tlie public build-

ings, civil as well ns military, but to a tavern

some distance from York; and were proceed-

ing upon the same charitable crrr.nd to Katt's

Mills, had they not been deterred by informa-

tion of Indians being in Ihe ncijrhboiirhood."

Christie i.s, however, silent on this point, and

we are inciuced from the circumstance, as veil

as from information gaincil fiom the ador.s in

the .-icenc to con.'^idcr James' statement as

rather highly coloured. Ingensol does not

rank the f,(b,antage that occurred by the cap-

ture of York, at a very high latc, "with the

exception," he says, "of the English General's

musical snulTbox, winch was nn object of

much interest to some of our ofTicors, and a

scalp which Major Forsytli found susiiended

over tlie speaker's chair, we gained but barren

honor l)y the capture of York, of which no

pcvmanent possession was talcen."

Touching the scalp lure inentionerl, Tnger-

sol ])retends to give an official lelt.r from

Commodore Chaunccj'' to the Hon. AVilliam

Jones, Secretary of the Navy, in which the

Commodore is made to write:

Siu,— I liave the honor to present you, by
the hands of Lieut. Du.lley, the British st.and-

anl taken at York, on the 'STth Apvi! last,

accompanied by the mace, over ic/iich hung a
hiniKtii. aratp.

" This atrocious ornament," continues In-

•jcrsol, "was sent to the Secretary of \\''ar,

General Armstrong, who refused to receive or

suffer it to remain in his cabinet." Armstrong

ill relation to this affair, wii!es, ''our trophies

were fjwer but better taken care of. Ono
human scalp, a prize mule, as we understand,

by the CommoiJore, was off, red, but not ac-

c. pted, as a (Iceorntion to the walls of tlio war
ollice." It will be observed that Ariii-liong

does not say how, or wliere, Commodore
Chaiincey acquired this valuable tuijliy, but

from the ex[)ei-tness of the backwond'^ineii in

scalping, (we h.ivo already given one or two

instances of this,) it is not at all un'.ikeiy, but

that the scalp in question wa-; that of .-ni uh-

foitunate Indian who was .shot while in ;i tree,

by the Americans, in tlivir advance, on the

town, or, the other hand, it may be gathered

from Arnistroiig's word.<, that Chauncey him-

self took the scalp,which he nftuvwarils offered

as n p'i/e to decorate the walls of the war ollice.

Iiij:ersol devotes si.\ aiul u h;i!f pav\e.-< to this

jr^i'i

:,
!
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means necessary Tor transportation provided,

the combatants began their movement in

boats, along the lake shore, toTwo-mlle Creek,

the point designated for a general landing.

When Hull's surrender had put the British

in possession of the artillery they so much

required, five of tho twenty-four pounders

had been brought from Detroit, four of which

had been mounted at Fort George, and the

fifth on a battery, en larbette, about half a

mile below Newark, now Niagara. A fire

from some field pieces had been opened on

the American boats, when proceeding, on the

2(ith, to the rendezvous. This had provoked

a return from Fort Niagara, by which the

block houses, sonic scattered dwellings near

the fort, and tho fort itself were considerably

damaged. On tho morning ot the 27th a

heavy cannonade was again commenced from

fort Niagara to cover the attacking party, and
" in addition," (says James,) " two schooners,

by the use of their sweeps, had reached their

stations at the mouth of the river, in order to

silonco the twenty-four pounder and the nine-

pounder, also planted en barbette close to

Newark. Another schooner stationed herself

to the northward of the light house, and so
|

close to tho shore as to enfilade tho first

named battery, and cross the fire of the re-

maining two schooner)!." The remaining five

schooners anchored so as to cover the landing

of the troops. Tho frigato Madison, Oneida

brig, and a schooner, took up also advanta-

geous positions. Tho united broadside of

these vessels was fifty-one guns, many of

them thirty-two and eightecn-pounders.

Against this formidable airay what had the

British?—a weak position entirely exposed to

a cross fire of shot and shells, and a scarcity

of powder—incredible as this last assertion

may appear, wo are, nevertheless, borne out in

making it by James, who asserts, in speaking

of the events of the 26th, that " the guns at

Fort George were compelled, owing to a scar-

city of powder, to remain silent, while Com-
modore Chauncey, on that evening, was sound-

ing the shore within half gunshot." The
Americans, in speaking of this circumstance,

and looking at the impunity with which Fort

Niagan kept up, almost unanswered, its

flre, may well boast that they received com-

parfttivcly little injury from the British can-

nou. It would oxcito Mtonishment that

James should chronicle so extraordinary a cir-

cumstance as the want of powder in the prin-

cipal British fort in Western Canada, liad we
not so recently seen that a frigate was built,

and a quantity of provisions and stores depo-

sited in so exposed and indefensible a position

as York. Whoever was the culpable party,

whether Sir George Prcvost or General

Sheaflfe, there is very little doubt but that to

this circumstance mny be attributed much of

the impunity with which tho Americans mado
their preliminary movements on this occasion.

The British force was posted as advantage-

ously as circumstances would admit by Gene-

ral Vincent, and they made a most gallant

resistance, being overpowered only by the

numerical strength of the assailants, and the

fire from the American shipping, which com-

mitted dreadful havoc, and rendered their

efforts to oppose the landing of so immeasur-

ably superior a force altogether ineffectuaL

Thrco times, under cover of the heavy fire

from the fort and tho shipping, tho Americans

attempted to land, and were repulsed, by the

persevering courage of their opi)oncnts ; and

it was only at last, when considerably re-

duced in numbers, that General Vincent, who
saw the inutiliiy of persevering in so unequal

a contest, retired, blowing up, before his

retreat, the smatl quantity of powder which

yet remained in the magazine at Fort George.

The heavy firp bad rendered the fort alto-

gether untenable ; General Vincent had, there-

fore, no alternative left but to retreat in the

direction of Queenston, first despatching

orders to Col. Bishopp at Fort Erie, and to

Major Ormsby at Chippewa, to evacuate their

respective posts, and to move with as little

delay as possible, by Lundy's Lane, to the

Beavcr-dam. In the retreat about fifty of the

regulars unfortunately were made prisoners.

The remainder, both regular and militia, made
an undisturbed retreat, and were joined at the

place of rendezvous, by the garrisons of Fort

Erie and Chippewa. In General Vincent's

dispatch* full particulars of this action will be

i

*From Brigadier-Oeneral Vincent to Sir Oeorgt
Prevoit.

FoRTT-MiLi Crkbk, Hay S8, 1818.

Sir,—I have the honor to inform your Exo^
leucy, that yesterday morning, about day-break,

the e.ieray again opened his butterius upon Fort

Qoorge : the fire uot being immediately returned,

a. -
,'
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fire hundr'-'daml seven parok'dniilitiapriTOiicrs

were olitiiinc'd—as he lias failed in thi^', wo
must rif r to James. "No sooner li»d the

American army pot jiossession of tlic Niagara

frontier, tlian oflircrs witli parties were sent

to every farui-liousc and l;ovel in flic neigh-

bourliood, to exact a parole from the male

inbahit.ints of almost everj' nfi;o. Some were

glad"of thi:? excuse for remaining peaccahly at

tlieir hou-es; and those who made any

opposition wore threatened to he sent across

the river, aiid thiown into a noisome prison.

We cannot wonder, then, that hy these

indiistnoiis, thongh certainly unauthorized

means, the names of as many as i\w2 hnndred

and seven Canadians were got ready to be

forward d to (he Secrela-v at War, so as, not

only to swell the amount of the loss sustained,

but by ii fiir inference of the force employed.

nieiit. WHS to be lost, and sen^^ible that evciT effort

had bem mude, by the ullieeis and lU' n uiuk'i' niv

comniaiiii, to iiiaiiitain the post ot Koit (jeoige, I

could not consider myself justified in continuing

80 unetiual a contest, the issue of wliieli proniised

no advantage to the interests of liis Majesty's ser-

vice. Having given orders for the lort to be
evacuated, the guns to be spiked, and the annnu-
nitiou (iesti'O)ed, the troojis under my eoniiniuid

were put in motion, and marched across the coun-
try in a line parallel to tlie Niagara river, towards
the position liear the Beaver Dam, beyond Queens-
town Mountain, at which place I had th-: i Morof
reporting to your Excellency that a de) V ^:' pro-
visions and annnunition hud been foraio ' some
time since. The rear-guard of the army reached
that p'isition during the night, i.nd we were soon
aftorwaida joined by Li(!utenant-Colonel Bisshopp,
with all the detaclwncnts from Chippewa to Fort
Erie. The light, and one battalion company of

the 8t,h, (king's,) joined us about the same time,

as did Captain Barclay, with a detachment of the
royal navy.

Having assembled my whole force the f .'ow-

ing morning, which did not exceed sixteen nun-
dred men, 1 continued my march towards the
head of the lake, where it is my intention to take
up a position, and shall endeavour to maintain it,

until I may be honored with your Excellency's
instructioiis, which I shall feel most anxious to

receive. I beg leave to suggest the great import-
ance that exists for a coinnmnieation being
opened with ine, through the medium of the fleet.

The anchorage under Mr. Brandt's house is per-
fectly good and safe. I believe your Excellency
need not be informed, that in the event of it be-
coming necessary that I should fall back upon
York, the assistance of shipping would be requi-

site for the transport of my artillery. I cannot
conclude this long communication, without ex-
pressing a well merited tribute of approbation to

the gallantry and assiduity of every olBcerof the
tUtS, and iudeed of every individual composing

on the part of the British, in rosi.sviy.g the

attack." •

Our loss was very great, but that of the

enemy was quite as great in proportion—that
is, the number lluit f. 11 in the !iand-to-liand

conflict woui-.! be about equal, were we to

make an allowance for the terrible execution

done by the ii!ty-one gim broadside of the

vessels. The .\mcricans ibeii:relves state their

loss at thirty-nine killed and one hundred and
eleven wounded, which is very sutisfictory

;

and, as James has it, not, a iiale crcdiiable to

the few regular troo'JsandCanaliansby whom
the fort was defended. One extraordinary

bit of modesty is observable in I)e;\rborn's

official letter on this occasion. .He does not

state that the Ihitish were superior in force—

this is particularly striking in an Ameiiean

—

he, however, hinls at " the advantage the

enemy's position allbrded him.'' We liave

my little army;—e"ery one nio.-^t zealou^'Iy dis-

charged the dulies of hi.s respeetivo station. The
struggle on the 'JTth coutiinicl from three to four

hours; and, 1 laiaent toaild, it was attended with
very severe loss.

I have the hor.or to enclose a list of the killed,

wounded, and missing, with as inueli accuracy as
the nature of existing circumstiuiees will admit.
Many ol the niis!<ing, I lioiie, w!il be finnid to be
only straggleis, ami will soon rejoin their corps.

I shall reach the head of the lake te-moirow even-
ing. Hitherto the enemy has not aitempted to
interrupt my movements. Inlormation reached
me this morning, through an authentic channel,
that he bad pushed on three thousand infantry,

and a considerable body of cavalry, towards
Queenston. His whole foiee is stated to

amount to nearly ten thousand men.
I send this despatch by Mr, Mathison, who

acted as a volunteer on the '27th ; and 1 am happy
to inform your Excellency, that his conduct was
very honorable to his character, and merits aiy

marked approbation. Annnunition will be want-
ing by the lirst vessel. Captain Milnes has been
kind enough to remain with me until my next
despatch.

I have the honor to be, &c.

John Vinuent, Brig. Gen.

His Excellency Lieutenant-General

Sir George Prevost, &e, &e. &c.

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, of His
Majesty's troops iu action with the enemy at

Fort George, May the 27th, 1813.

One captain, one lieutenant, otie ensign, one
Serjeant, forty-eight rank and file, killed ; one
general-stuff, one major, two captains, five lieute-

nants, two ensigns, four Serjeants, tventy-nine

rank and file, wounded ; one lieutenant, thirteen

Serjeants, eight drummers, two hundred and forty

rank and tile, wounded and missing.
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already stated the exposed position of the

British ; our res acrs may, th^eforc, take

this insinuation at its proper value. O'Con-

nor in his account, reversing the real state of

things, makes the British "five to one."

Thomson, more modestly, says, " the action

was fought by inferior numbers on the Ame-

rican side," and Dr. Smith, giving no numbers,

dwells only on " the firmness and gallantry of

the American troops."

The escape of General Vincent and his

troops Ictl the Americans as far as ever from

Uio desired undisturbed occupancy of the

vrcstern peninsula. Ingcrsol observes, "Vin-

cent, the British C :!neral, eflected his retreat

(probably without Beariorii's even knowing it,

for he stayed on shipboard), to the mountain

passes, where he employed his troops in at-

tacking, defeating, and capturing ours during

all the rest of that year of discomfitures."

Armstrong, in his remarks, has, " if, instead

of concentrating his whole force, naval and

military, on the water side of the enemy's de-

fences, he had divided the attack, and, cross-

ing the Niagara below Lewiston, advanced on

Fort George by the Queenston road, the in-

Testment of that place would have been com-

plete, and a retreat of the garrison impracti-

cable."

It was certainly fortunate for the British

that the Americans had generals who were

not tacticians enough to profit by their supe-

riority in numbers. Had Brock commanded

the Americans, the campaign of 1613 might

have had a more fortunate issue for our ene-

mies.

Although the disasters at York and Niagara

were disheartening in some degree, yet the de-

scendants of the brave men who composed the

militia at that time have cause to look on both

these events with much pride and satisfaction.

It is clear, from the conduct of the militia on

each of these occasions, that they had attained

a high degree of military discipline, and, as a

contemporary justly observes, "the marked

coolness and fearless intrepidity with which

the York and Lincoln militia resisted the ap-

proach of the enemj towards their shores,

would have reflected honor on a band of veter-

ans long accustomed to ' the din of arms.'

"

Wt left General Vincent at the Beaver

Dam, where he had been joined not only by

the detachment from Fort Erie and Chippewa,

but by one flank and one battalion company

of the 8th, and Captain Barclay, R.N., with s

small body of seamen on their way to Lake

Erie. To cut off this force. Dearborn, who

seems never to have been in a hurry, de-

spatched, on the 28th, a considerable body

;

but, luckily, he sent them in the wrong direc-

tion, for had he chosen the Lake road, there

would have been a probability of cutting off

General Vincent. Two days were occupied

in this fruitless pursuit, and, on the recall of

the troops, two days more were passed in a

consideration of how the lost time was to be

made up. Dearborn's idea was to use the

fleet as a means of transportation to Burling-

ton Bay : but, fortunately for tho British, the

Cabinet at Washington gave this arm of the

expedition a different direction. No alterna-

tive, therefore, remained to Dearborn but the

pursuit by the Lake shore, which should have

begun, had Dearborn possessed any energy,

on the morning of the 28th.

Before, however, following the fortunes of

the brigade despatched in pursuit, we will

turn to Sackctt's Harbor, and the fate of the

expedition prepared against it by Sir George

Prevost, and a considerable body of troops

destined to act in concert with the fleet under

Commodore Yeo.

After disposing of this subject, we will re-

turn to Gen. Vincent and his fortunes, taking,

while in the west, a glance at Proctor, whom
wo left just after his return from Fort Meigs.

Another chapter will, however, be required

for a consideration of all these subjects ; we

will, therefore, conclude the present one with

Ingersol's testimony as to the defence of Ca-

nada :
—" On the land the defence of Canada

was conducted with much more energy, en-

terprise and spirit, than the American attempts

at invasion, which failed, aft«r a long scries of

delays and reverses, and proved abortions aa

discreditable as Hull's."

11
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CHAPTER XI
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CONTKNTS.

Kxpedition against Sackett's Harbour, 27th May.

—Proceedings at west end of Lake Ontario

;

surprise at Stony Creelt.—Result of tlie Dear-

born and Cliauncey expedition.—Affair at ttie

Beaver Dam.—Capitulation of Col. Boerstler

and five hundred and forty-one American

troops.—Reinforcements arrive at Queenston,

but return to Fort George.—Proceedings in

Congress on receipt of news of Bcerstler's

surrender.—Colonel Clark's expedition against

Fort Scblosser.—Colonel Bisshopp's expedition

against Black Rock.—American alliance with

Indians.—Proctor, and aspect of a^airs in the

west.

Before entering on the subject of the ex-

„ .,., . . peditionagainstSackett's
Expedition against „ ,

°
,

,

Sackett's Harbor, 27th Harbor, we would pre-
*^'

mise that we have hither-

to endeavoured to do full justice to Sir George

Prevost, wherever it appeared that blame had

been unjustly imputed to him, and to point

out the real quarter to which discredit should

attach, whether the causes of his failure

might be attributable to the orders from the

Home Government, by which he was in a

great degree fettered, or arose from the in-

sufficient force under his command, and the

extended frontier which he was called upon

to defend. We can scarcely, then, be accused

of blindly or capriciously joining in a crusade

against this officer's memory in the present

instance, the more especially as we have

diligently sought to discover, in the American

accounts of the descent on Sackett's Harbor,

some extenuating causes for the failure of a

ibovement, on which the ultimate success of

Uie war seemed so mainly to depend, to which

11

the attention of the entire Province was
directed, which, in consequence of the pre-

sence and co-operation ofthe two commanders-

in-chief, the inhabitants had flattered them*

selves would have a very different result, and

the failure of which inflicted a blow on the

military character of Sir George Prevost from

whieh it never recovered.

Prone to exaggeration as we have in most

cases found American historians, it is a

singular feature in the present instance, that

they seem to have laid aside their natural

characteristic, and to have modestly set forth,

with but little coloring of misrepresentation,

the facts as they really occurred. This mode-

ration bears the harder on Sir George Prevost,

as it would almost seem as if his discomfiture

appeared in their eyes something scarcely

worth boasting of, ready as they always were

to lay hold of every circumstance, however

tiivial, (and of this we have already adduced

several striking proofs,) that they could in any

manner distort, or magnify into a victory.

Without farther preamble, then, we would

remind the reader, that Commodore (Sir

James) Yeo's arrival from England, with a

party of officers and seamen, had given an

impetus to the naval preparations at Kingston,

and that the vessels there had been manned
and equippe ^ in a manner sufficient to warrant

the expectation, that the fleet, under so able

a commander, might once more boldly appear

on the lake. Great, therefore, was the delight

of all, when it was ascertained that Sir George

Prevost's consent had been obtained for em-

ploying, this acquisition of naval strength, in a

combined attack, on the important post of

Sackett's Harbor, now considerably weakened

in its defences, by the absence of Commodore

Chauncey's fleet, and of the numerous army

which had recently been stationed there.
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All preparations having been made, the

fleet, having on board the troops for the ex-

pedition, under the command (most unfortu-

nately says Veritas) of Sir George Prevost,

set sail. The force embarked, consisted of the

grenadier company of the lOOlh regiment, a

section of the Koyal Scots, two companies of

the feth, four companies of the 101th, one

conpany of the Glengarry's, two companies

of the Canadian volunteers, a small detach-

ment of the Newfoundland regiment, and two

8' ^-pounders with the gunners, making in all

ody of something less than seven hundred

ink and file. The weather was extremely

tuif, and the fleet arrived off Sackctt's Harbor

.t .1 /Out noon of the same day (the 27th) it

saile(.<
' s a short description of Sackett's

Harbor will not be irrelevant, we will here

introduce James' account of it. " Sackett's

Harbor bears from Kingston, on Lake Ontai io,

aouth by east ; distant in a straight course,

twenty-five, but, by a ship's course, thirty-

five miles. It stands on the south-east side

of an expansion of the Black River, near to

where it flows into Hungry Bay. The harbor

is small, but well sheltered. From the north-

west runs out a low point of land, upon which

is the dock-yard, with large stone houses, and

all the buildings requisite for such an establish-

ment. Upon this point there is a strong work

called Fort Tomkins ; having within a block-

house, two stories high : on the land side it is

covered by a strong picketing, in which there

are embrasures. At the bottom of the harbor

is the village, consisting of sixty or seventy

houses : to the southward of it is a barrack,

capable of containing two thousand men, and

generally used for the marines belonging to

the fleet. On a point eastward of the harbor,

stands Fort Pike, surrounded by a ditch, in

advance of which there is a strong line of

picketing. About one hundred yards from

the village, and a little to the westward of

Fort Tomkins, is Smith's cantonment, or

barracks, capable of containing two thousand

five hundred strong ; it is strongly built of

logs, forming a square, with a block-house at

each corner, and is loop-holed on every side."

This was the state of Sackett's Harbor at the

date of the attack, at which time also many

of the guns belonging to the works had been

conveyed to the other end of the lake. The

wind WAS now light and favorable, enabling

the vessels cither to stand in for the shore or

from it ; the squadron, therefore, with the

Wo/fc as the leading vessel, having on board

Sir George himself, stood in towards the shore,

to within about tro miles, to recoimoitrc the

enemys' position. This having been effected,

the ships were hove to, the troops were em-

barked in the boats, and every one anxiously

awaited the signal to land. There is here

! ome diflerenco in the British accounts of (he

nfi'air. After mentioning the embarkation of

the troops in the boats, James says, "They

waited in this state of suspense for about half

an hour, when orders Mere given for the

troops to return on board the fleet. This done,

the fleet wore, and with a light wind stood

out on its return (o Kingston.

" About forty Indians, in their canoes, had

accompanied the expedition. Dissatisfied at

being called back without effecting anything,

particularly as their unsophisticated mind.s

could devise no reason for abandoning the

enterprise, they steered round Stony Point,

and discovering a party of troops on the

American shore, fearlessly paddled in to

attack them. These consisted of about seventy

dismounted dragoons, who had just been

landed from twelve boats, which, along with

seven others that had pulled past the point

and escaped, were on their way to Sackett's

Harbor. As soon as the American troops

saw the Indians advancing, they hoisted a

white flag, as a signal to the British vessels

for protection. The latter immediately hove

to, and Lieutenant Hobbs, first of the Wolfe,

stood in with the ship's boats, and brought off

the American dragoons, along with their

twelve battcaux. Tuis fortuitous capture

was deemed an auspicious omen ; and Sir

George Frevost determined to stand hach to

SacketVs Earlor,"

It is clear from this account that James

desires it to be understood that, in all proba-

bility, no attack would have been made, had

it not been for what he terms the fortuitous

capture, and on another point—the delay—he
is equally explicit. This is of importance, as

Christie also mentions it, only accounting for

it in a different manner, and making it a shado

less discreditable to the commander. In

speaking of the events of the first day, Christie

writes, " the weather was propitious, and the

troopa were transferred to the batteaux, to

mB
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*From Adjutant-General Baynea to Sir George
Prevoit.

Kingston, May SOth, 1813.

Sir,—I have the honour to report to your
Excellency, that in conformity to an arranged
plan of operations with Commodore Sir James
Teo, the fleet of boats assembled a-stern of his

ihip, at 10 o'clock on the night of the 28th
ioBtant, with the troops placed under my com-
mand, and, led by a gun-boat, under Captain

Mulcaster, royal navy,proceeded towards Sackett's

Harbour, in the order prescribed to the troops,

in case the detachment was obliged to march in

aoluran, viz:—the grenadier company, 100th,

with one section of the royal Scots, two companies
of the 8th, (or King's,) four of the 104th, two of

the Canadian voltigcurs, two six pounders, with

their gunners, and a company of Glengarry light

infantry,were embarked on board a light schooner,

which was proposed to be towed, under the

make their landing, under an escort of two

gun-boats, commanded by Captain Mulcaster,

iho whole under the immediate dircctio\i of

the land and nav.il commanders-in-chief. They

had proceeded but a short distance, when a

convoy of American boats, loaded with troops

were descried doubling Stony Point, on their

way from Oswego, to Sackett's Harbour. The

Indians who had previously landed upon an

island fired upon them as they passed, and

threw them into confusion, when the boats

and batteuux bore down and captured twelve

of tlieni, with .about one hundred and fifty

men : the remainder escaped into Sackett's

Harbour. The landing icas then, deferred

until the next morning, while the Americans

raised the alarm and withdrew a detachment

of their troops posted upon Horse Island, at

the mouth of tlie harbour, and assumed a

position on tiie Main, opposite a ford, leadir
,

from the island to the mainland, where tb

were reinforced by a body of militia, «nd?r

General Brown, and prepared for a vigor'^us

defence." This is additional testimony f

the dela}', and wo must further remark ti. .t,

all the American accounts concur in stating

that the British appeared off the port on two

successive days. One, indeed, writes, "the

delay and indecision on the part of the British

brought in from the neighbouring counties a

considerable number of militia, who, naturally

thinking the enemy were afraid, betrayed

great eagerness to join the contest." All

tiiesc proofs are necessary, as none of the

statements we have given are contained in Col.

Bayne's letter,* from which it can only be

gathered that the attack fai'ed in consequence

of the ships not biing able to near the shore.

Nor is a .syllable to be found relative to waste

of time through which the "ipportunity,

afforded by the previous fair w ', hnd been

lost, but only an allusion to '' c jntinuation

of the light and adverse wii.
' and the in-

sufflciency cf the gun-boats to accomplish

what the larger vessels, " stillfar off" might

have done. It is not often that we have

occasion to complain ofa " muddled dispatch,"

but assuredly the one in question seems

written for the express purpose of making

the best out of what was a very discreditabh;

affair to Sir George Prevost. A shade of

e-xcuse for the loss of time is to bo found in

'" 'stic as ho represents the attack ns begun

I th ' rst day, and only interrupted by the

';apti :>( prisoners, to secure whom it was
rl\a^':> necessary to return to the ship,

rt ' .'ring it thus too late for further operation

" vtir.t day; but even this is a poor excuse,

ai.d the trifling delay, had an energetic officer

[ ~>n in command, would have been soon re-

paired, the fair wind profited by, and the

attack of the troops covered by the flro from

the large vessels of the squadron.

To return, however, to the attack which

was finally made early on the morning of the

29th. It began by a mistake, and the troops

were landed on Horse Island, "where,"

(according to James,) " the grenadier company
of the 100th, which formed the advance,

meeting with some slight opposition from a

six-pounder mounted en barbette, as well as

from three or four hundred militia, stationed

directions of officers of the navy, so as to insure

the guns being landed in time to support ths
advance of the troops. Although the night was
dark, with rain, the boats assembled in the
vicinity of Sackett's Harbour, by one o'clock, in

compact and regular order ; and in this position

it was intended to remain until the day broke, in

the hope of effecting a landing before the enemy
could be prepared to line the woods with troops,

which surrounded the coast ; but, unfortunately,

a strong current drifted the boats cou.sidcrably,.

while the darkness3 of the night, and ignorance

of the coast, prevented them from recovering

their proper station until the day dawned, when
the whole pulled for the point of debarkation.

It was my intention to have landed in the

cove formed by Horse Island, but, on approaching
it, we discovered that the enemy were fully

prepared, by a very heavy fire of musketry from
the surrounding woods, which were filled witti
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at that point, carried the six-pounder before

* 83Cond diRchargo could be flrod from it, and

drove the American militia with precipitation

into tlie woods." Christie's account of this

is different, lio soys, " they " (the British)

" first attempted to land on the Main, in a

cove formed by Horse Island, but on approach-

ing it, they found the enemy prepared for

them, by a heavy fire of musketry, from the

surrounding woods, supported by a field-

piece. They then pulled round and landed

on the outside of the island"

After the troops were fairly landed it does

r.ot appear that they had any very obstinate

resistance to encounter, and it is plain from

both Christie's and James' account, that

there was nothing to havt prevented Sir

George Prevost from accomplishing all that

he desired. Thompsont is particularly severe

on his countrymen, and his account by no

means bears out Col. Bayne's assertion of the

great resistance offered. " Though," says he,

** thcj' were well protected by the breast-work

they rose from behind it, and abandoning the

honorable promises of noble daring, which

they had made but a little while before, fled

with equal precipitation and disorder. A
strange and unaccountable panic seized the

whole line ; and with the exctption of a very

few, terror and dismay were depicted on

every countenance." Any remarks on Sir

George (torn Veritas must bo taken with due

allowance for the animus which marks every-

thing he wrote respecting that commander.

His version runs thus :
" The troops were

disembarked, but without artillery, and ad-

vanced with their usual spirit, when the enemy

in dismay fled, whilst our men coming to a

block-house, which made some resistance,

were checked. During this advance so hope-

less did the enemy consider their situation,

that they burnt a barrack or store, spiked the

guns of a battery, and began their retreat

through the villages, setting fire to their new

frigate, the Pyke, then on the stocks, and

General Brown, who comiiinnded,had actually

written a letter of capitulation, which he had

appointed a flag of truce to carry to the com-

mander, whilst a few men were kept in the

block-house, to give an appearance of resir V

ance, so as to obtain better terms. At this

period, in an evil hour, Sir George Prevost,

mistaking the enemy in running away, with

the dust thereby thrown up, for a column of

reinforcements arriving, immediately gave

orders for a re-embarkation, and then was ex-

hibited the extraordinary military spectacle of

a retreat, I will not say a flight back to back."

This picture is highly colored, but there

is still much truth in it, and when Colonel

Bayne's letter is stripped ot ts apologetic

character, it will not be found to differ materi-

infantry supported by a field-piece. I directed

the boats to pull round to the other aide of the

island, where a landing was effected in good
order and with little loss, although executed in

the face of a corps, formed with a field-piece in

the wood, and under the enfilade of a heavy gun
irom the enemy's principal battery. The advance
was led by the grenadiers of the 100th regiment,

with undaunted gallantry, which no obstacle

could arrest. A narrow causeway, in many
places under water, not more than four feet wide,

and about four hundred paces in length, which
connected the island with the mainland, was
occupied by the enemy, in great force, with a

rix-pounder. It was forced, and carried in the

most spirited manner, and the gun taken before

a second discharge could be made from it ; a

tumbril, with a few rounds of ammu) dtion, was
found ; but, unfortunately, the artiller 'men were
still behind, the schooner not having been able to

get up in time, and the troops were exposed to so

heavy and galling a fire from a numerous, but

almost invisible foe, as to render it impossible to

halt for the artillery to come up. At this spot

two paths led in opposite directions round the

hill ; I directed Colonel Young, of the Eing^s

t Sketches ot tbe War, pi^e 1«

regiment, with half of the detachment, to pene-

trate by the left ; and Major Druinraond, of the

104th, to force the path by the right, which

proved to be more open, and was less occupied

by the enemy. On the left tlio wood was very

thick, and was most obstinately maintained bv

the enemy.

The gun-boats which had covered our landing,

afforded material aid, by firing into the woods;

but the American soldier, behind a tree, was only

to be dislodged by the bayonet. The spirited

advance of a section produced the flight of

hundreds. From this observation all firing vras

directed to cease, and the detachment being

formed in as regular order as the nature of the

ground would admit, pushed forward through the

wood upon the enemy, who, although greatly

superior in numbers, and supported by field-

pieces, and a heavy fire from their fort, fled with

precipitation to their block-house, and fort,

abandoning one of their guns. The divisHHi

under Colonel Toung was joined in the charge,

by that au^er Major Drummond, which wai

executed with such spirit and promptness, that

many of the enemy fell in their enclosed barracks,

which were set on fire by our troops ;—at thii

point the further energies of the troops became
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aflj in subHtanco. James adds his testimony

on this poinl, and after ''^scribing the British

advance, goes on ; " so hopeless did the Ameri-

cana consider their case, that Lieutenant

Oluunccy set fire to the Navy barraclc^, the

priae schooner I)uke of Olouceater, the ship

General PyJce, and compietcly destroyed the

uaval stores and provisions, which had been

captured at York.'* The whole affair of

" Sackctt's Harbour may be thus summed up.

Sir George Prevost, with an adequate force,

made his appearance before it, with the inten-

tion of striking a blow at the seat of American

naval operations on Lake Ontario, and of

establishing British supremacy in that quarter.

Indecision, we will not call it timidity, pre-

vented his striking the blow, while the weather

was yet favorable, and the enemy unprepared.

When he- did attempt to carry his plans into

execution, a change of wind prevented the

0OH)pcration of the fleet, on board of which

was also the artillery ; and this circumstance,

joined to the show of resistance, which th«

en«my, through t!tc time afforded, were enabled

to offer, would appear to have completely

overthrown what little energy or decision of

character he might have posscsced. The re-

sult, as shown in Colonel Bayno's dispihtch,

was a retreat which blasted forever his reputa-

tation as a military commander. An aggrava-

tion of the mistake committed, is also to be

found in the want of necessity for the retreat.

The testimony of James, C^.ristic, and of

American writers also, proves that it was per-

fectly practicable for Sir George to have made

good his position until the ships could have

come to his assistance, and even one passags

of Col. Bayne's letter would go to establish

the same fact " But one scnliment of regret

a'^d mortification prevailed, on being obliged

to quit a beaten enemy, whom a small band

had driven before them for three hours."

'^!S!

unavailing. Their block-hoiide and stockaded
battery could not be carried by assault, nor
reduced by field-pieces, hud we been provided
with them ; the fire of tlio gun-boats proved
insufflcicnt to attain that end : light and adverse
winda continued, and our larger vessels were still

hx off. The enemy turned the heavy ordnance
of the batterv to the interior defence of his post.

He had set fire co the store-houses in the vicinity

of the fort.

Seeing no object within our reach to attain,

that could compensate for the loss we were
mooientariiy sustaining from the heavy fire of the
enemy's cannon, I directed the troops to take up
their position on the crest of the bill we had
charged from. From this position we were
ordered to re-embark, which wan performed at

our leisure, and in perfect order, the enemy not
presuming to show a single soldier without the
limits of his fortress. Your Excellency having
been a witness of the zeal and ardent courage of
every soldier in the field, it is unnecessary for me
toassureyour Excellency, that hut one sentiment
animated every breast, that of discharging to tno

utmost of their power their duty to their king and
country. But one sentiment of regret and morti-

fication prevailed, on being obliged to quit a
beaten enemy, wiiom a small band of British

soldiers had driven before them for three hours
through a country abounding in strong positions

of defence, but not offering a single spot ofcleared
ground favourable for the operations of disciplined

troops, without having fully accomplished the
duty we were ordered to perform.

The two divisions of the detachment were
ably commanded by Colonel Young, of the
King's, and Major Drummond, of the lOUh. The
detachment of the King's under Major Evans.nobly
sustained the high and established character of

that distinguished corps; and Captain Burke

availed himself of the ample field afforded him in

leading the advance, to display the intrepidity of

British grenadiers.

Tlie detachment of the 104th regiment, under
Major Moodie, Captain M'Pherson's company of

Glengarry light infantry, and two companies of

Canadian voltigeurs, commanded by Major Hara-

mot, all of them levies in the British Province of

North America, evinced most striking proofs of

their loyalty, steadiness and courage. The de-

tachment of the royal Newfoundland regiment
behaved with great gallantry. Your Excellency

will lament the loss of that active and intelligent

officer, Captain Gray, acting as deputy quarter-

master-general, who fell close to the enemy's
work, while reconnoitring it, in the hope to dis-

cover some opening to favour an assault. Com-
modore Sir James Yeo conducted the fleet of

boats in the attack, and, accompanying the

advance of the troops, directed the co-operation

of the gun-boats. I feel most grateful for your
Excellency's kind consideration, in allowing your

aido-de-camps. Majors Coote and Fnlton, to ac-

company me in the field, and to these officers for

the able assistance they afforded inc.

I have the honor to be, &c.
Edward Baynes,

Col. Glengarry Light Infantry commanding.

To His Excellency Lieut.-Gen.

Sir George Prevost, Bart., &c.

Return of the killed, wounded, and missing, In an
attack on Sackett's Harbour, on the 29th of

May, 1813.

1 general staff, 3 sergeants, 4 i i ank and file,

killed; 3 majors, 3 captains, 5 lieutenants, 1

ensign, 7 sergeants, 2 drummers, 172 rank and
file, 2 gunners, wounded; 2 captains, 1 ensign,

13 rank and file, wounded and missing.

n';;
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nther Tanciful, ia yot worthy of consideration.

"What nhould we havo gained by ovon a

temporary pouscRHion orSaclcutt'H Harbor. Tho

American (loet, having no port to which it

could retire, would liavo been compelled to

flght, and Sir James Yeo, having tho J'l/ke to

add to his Nquadron, or oven without her as-

sistance, would have conquered with caHO. Tho

British Ontorio fleet no longer wanted ; its

ofBccrs, seamen, and stores would have passed

over to Lake Eric, and averted tho calamities

there ; that done, they would have re- passed

to Champlain, and prevented the Saranac, that

flows into it, from becoming ko famous. The

least benefit of all would have been the saving

to the nation of **"> incalculable sums expended

in the building of ships, and tho transportation

of ordnance stores. Some will feel that the

national prido would have been no loser, and

able politicians could, perhaps, expatiate upon

fiily other advantages that would have accrued

hod we retained possession, oven for a few

days, of Sackett's Harbor."

Speculations of this kind are generally

of very little use; still, when we look at

the complaints that wero then being loudly

made, throughout the United States, of the

enormous drain on the country's resources,

and tho squandering of the thewoa and sinews

of the population, it adds to tho regret that a

general's timid and wavering conduct should

have omitted to iniiict a blow, which must

have considerably increased the financial em-

barrassments so complained of. Ingersol, on

this subject writes
—" Tho British repulse at

Sackctt's Harbor was tho last American sue.

cess in 1813 on Lake Ontario or the St Law-

rence, where the enemy's good fortune never

afterwards failed, except in Ghauncey's partial

success on the Lake." After this admission,

he proceeds :
" Border warfare, the worst of

all, the most wasteful of men, money, and cha-

racter, was our resort during two, for the most

part disastrous, years. Nowhere in the

world were such costly and fruitless hostilities

as those carried on, over many hundreds of

miles, from the swamps and wildernesses of

Michigan to the mountain gorges of Canada.

We recruited armies to be wasted on the bor-

ders of the Lakes, built and equipped fleets

upon them, at monstrous expense, to wage

email border wars. The sum expended on

building vessels for Lake Ontario was nearly

two millions of dollars, thatcxpendad on Lakes

Erie and Champlain four hundred thousand

more. Tho waste of money was enormous

;

it was es^ipmted that it cost a thousand dollars

for every cannon conveyed to Sackett's Har-

bor! The (lour for Harrison's army cost one

hundred dollirs per barrel. The multiplied

incidental but inevitable charges of travel over

wild regions without roads required, amongst

other things, thousands of pack horses, each

of which could only carry half a barrel of pro-

visions, and required to be attended by trains

of other horses, with forage for those laden

with provisions. The distances were hundreds

of miles over trackless deserts. Few horses

survived more than one trip ; many sunk

under one. Of four thousand post-horses to

supply Harrison's small army, but eight hun-

dred wero alive after tho winter of 1812-18.

Largo quantities of flour wero buried in mud
and snow, from inability to carry it any fur-

ther ; large quantities damaged when arrived

at the place of destination.

"Two-thirds of that deposited at Fort

Meigs was spoiled and unfit for use. Fluctua-

tions and increases of price v '•o so great

that many contractors were ruined, and it

became necessary to purchase of other per-

sons, when disappointed of regular supplies

by tho contractors. Tho waste of life in the

American armies was also great from want of

competent surgeons, instruments and medi-

cines, and from the diseases caused by priva-

tions in insalubrious regions."
'

When we remember how prone our ncigh>

bors were to look at the £ & d. view ofmatters,

and how ill a young country could afford

to support an expensive war, we find fresh

cause for regret in Sir George Prevost's

failure, Nothing would more surely have

brought about a peace than tho state of

aiTairs recorded by Ingersol, a check had

even been given to the national vanity by the

capture of the Gheaapedke, and the salutary

lesson taught th?it Ihoy were pot yet masters

of the sea, and bad vi(,'orous measures been

taken in the present instance, he movements

on the frontiers of Canada, w'uld in all pro-

bability, ht'.ve dwindled dcvvn to mere petty

skirmishef!, until the Americans, wearied of

hostilities resulting in nothing but loss of

time and money, would have gladly made

overtures for peace, even at the risk ut com-
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promising their new-fledged importance. We
are the more inclined to hazard this assertion,

from what appears to have been the state of

the American army at that time. Stagnation

in camps and garrisons on frontiers, bred

disease ; discontent and desertions, thinned the

numbers avd soured the tempers, and de-

moralized both men and officers. In one

place we find as many as six soldiers shot for

desertion, and such difficulties existed in

procuring recruits, that " inveigling dis-

satisfied, worthless or intoxicated men to

enlist, and then disciplining them by cruel

and degrading corporal punishment, lashing

them into good behaviour, was the only

method of marshalling and replenishing our

continually wasting armies."* Were our ob-

servations merely gleaned from the writings

of one party, and that party opposed to the

war, they would be as little worthy of at-

tention as the mendacious columns put forth

by the Government organ (Nile's Weekly
Register), but they are not taken from the

mere ebullitions of party feeling, but are the

result of e;icamination into Arnrstrong, the

Secretary at War ; Ingcrsol, who does not

condemn the war, but only the mode in which

it was carried on ; and many others. The dis-

cussions in some of the State legislatures

furnish additional proof that the American

nation was beginning by this time to get

heartily sick of the war. In short the more
closely we examine the position of affairs, the

deeper cause of regret do we find that General

Brock's valuable life had not been spared, or

that at least his mantle had not fallen on the

shoulders of either Sir George Prevost or Sir

Roger SheaffCj to whose irresolution it may
be ascribed, that a war begun with such

vigour by General Brock should not have

been checked more speedily. When it was
possible to act vigorously without departing

from the spirit of the instructions emanating

from the Home Government.

We left General Dearborn, in our last

Procc^.^nKs at wort f^J^^^'*
•'"^^ «« ^^

end of Lake Oiitb.' >. had dispatched Generals
.urpriseatStonyCrcok.

^^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^.^^^^^

with two brigades of infantry, a considerable

body of cavalry, and a strong detachment of

artillery in pursuit of General Vincent, who

' InKereol'

had by that thne received his reinforcements,

and was now encamped on Burlington Heights.

Determined as was the attitude assaraed by

General Vincent, his situation was, in reality,

extremely critical. York on one side and

Fort George on the other had fallen, and with

a powerful hostile fleet on the lake, he was

left without resources should the enemy ap-

proach with such a superior force as not to

warrant his risking a battle. Again, did even

a favorable opportunity for risking a contest

present itself, he had but ninety rounds of

ammunition per man, a quantity too small to

admit of any very steady or prolonged course

of action.

On the evening of the 6th June, the Ameri-

can army had reached Stony Creek, a point

but a few miles from the position held by

General Vincent, and as it was sunset, the

Generals found it necessary to halt, and they

proceeded to make the necessary disposition

of the troops, so as to pass the night in safety.

The proper arrangements were accordingly

made, and the camp secured. Vincent, whose

critical situation we have just noticed, now

saw that to retain his present position, on

which all his hopes of eventual success de-

pended, he must, even with his small quantity

of ammunition, risk another battle. While

still uncertain as to the best course to be

adopted, he received intimation of his advanced

pickets having been driven in, and he dis-

patched Lieutenant Colonel Harvey* to re-

connoitre and take an accurate view of the

enemy's position. Harvey soon ascertained

that the enemy's camp guards were few and

negligent, that his line of encampment was

long and broken ; that his artillery was feebly

supported, and several of the corps placed too

far in the rear to aid in repelling a blow,

rapidly and vigorously struck at their front,

and reported the result of his observations to

General Vincent, accompanied with a proposal

to hazard a night attack. This General

Vincent consented to, hoping to effect by

surprise, what the small number of his force

and want of ammunition forbade him to ac-

complish in the open field. In pursuance of

his, or rather, Col. Harvey's plan, he com-

menced his march about midnight of the 6th

June, with a force of seven hundred and four

•Afterwards Sir Johu Uarvey, and Governor Ot

Kow Bruiuwiok.
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I Governor of

nmk and file. We will now enquire into the

strength of the force that lay encamped at

Stony Greek, under Generals Chandler and

Winder.

When Oeneral Dearborn first determined

on the pursuit of General Vincent, he had

dispatched General Winder with a single

brigade. This oflBccr, in the progress of his

march, was not long in discovering that the

enemy's force would require greater odds to

overcome, and he accordingly decided on

awaiting, at Fortj'-mile Creek, the arrival of

such reinforcements as, on a representation of

the circumstances of the case, the general

night think proper to send to his aid. On

the 3rd June, Brigadier General Chandler

brought up a second brigade, thus accounting

for the two brigades we have already men-

tioned. We will now pause to examine into

the numerical strength of these two bodies.

They consisted, according to James (who»

however, confesses that the only assistance he

could procure from the American accounts

was the name of the regiments and corps), of

the 5tb, 18th, 14th, 16th, 22d, and 23d regi-

ments of infantry, divided into two brigades.

The strength of these brigades, if we take the

lowest returns in an American work, was

fourteen hundred and fifty each. Admitting

that only half the artillery force from Port

George was despatched, that would give four

hundred more, (and this calculation is not un-

likely, when we remember thai General Win-

der had sent for reinforcement-;, on the plea

of his \feakness.) Col. Burns' ca\ airy force was

ascertained to be two hundred and fifty. We
have now two brigades of fourteen hundred

and fifty each, with artillery and the cavalry,

making in all, tbirty-iour hundred and fifty.

Armstrong, in noticing Winder's pursuit^

speaks of, first, one brigade eight hundred

strong, and then mentions the second, but

without condescending to numbers, or talking

notice of the artillery or cavalry ; even thio,

allowing the strength of ihe second brigade to

have equalled the first, would give, including

the cavalry and artillery, twenty-two hundred

men. Ingcrsol states the force at thirteen

hundred, but in such a confused manner as to

render it difficult to determine whether the

thirteen hundred men mentioned formed the

whole body, or only the whole of Chandler's

reinforcement. Be it as :t may, there is e\ory

;!:*!

ground for assuming, even from these state*

ments, imperfect as they are, that the Ameri-

can force encamped at Stony Creek, on the

night of the 5th June, was not less than

twenty-two hundred to twenty-five hundred

strong.

To return, however, to the attack which

was led by Colonel Harvey in ptrson. The
first thing accomplished was the surprise and

capture of every man of the American picketa^

without giving the slightest alarir to the main

body. This effected, the centre of the en-

campment was attacked. We prefer, how-

ever, giving General Vincent's official account,

as it is modestly written, although difTering

somewhat from Ingersol's account, whi ^h UBr

blushingly states—•' The encampment was

confounded by a surprise, which, neverthe-

less, the officers beat off, all behaving well,

and many of the young officers displaying an

ardor which only wanted occasion and good

commanders." Armstrong, on this subject,

writes :
" But little more mismanagement was

now wanting, to make the campaign of 181 ?:,

as much a subject of ridicule at home, bnd

contempt abroad, as that of the preceding

year, on the 6th of June, the day on which

Bums wasflying when none pursued, an order

was received from the commander-in-chief^

recalling, without loss of time, the whole

army to Fort George, and virtually abandon-

ing all the objects of the campaign ; nor was

even this ill-judged movement executed, -vith-

out a disorder which entailed upon it the loss

of twelve boats, principally laden with th«

baggage of the army." The Burns here men-

tioned is the officer on whom devolved the

command of the American army after the cap-

ture of the two Generals,Winder and Chandler*

Is it probable that the Secretary at War
would have expressed himself in such strong

terms of condemnation had the " surprise " at

Stony Creek been as trifling as Ingersol repre-

sents? To return, however, to Gen. Vincent's

official account :

—

Burlington-heights, head of Lake Ontario,

June Cth, 1813.

Sir,—Having yesterday received informa-

tion of thi} enemy having advanced from the

Forty-mi e Creek, with a force consisting of

3500, eight or nine field-pieces, and 250 cavaV

ry, for the avowed purpose of attacking the

division under my command in this position
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inclosed reports for particulars respecting our

loss, which, I regret, has been very severe.

I have the honor to be, &c.

John Vincent,

Brigadier-gcn'l.

General return of killed, wounded, and miss-

ing, in action with the enemy near the

head of Lake Ontario, June 6th, 1813.

Total ; 1 lieutenant, B Serjeants, 19 rank

and file, killed ; 2 majors, 5 captains, 2 lieu-

tenants, 1 ensign, 1 adjutant, 1 fort-major, 9

seijepnts, 2 drummers, 113 rank and file,

wounded ; 8 Serjeants, 62 rank and file miss-

ing.

General Dearborn's official letter is even

more absurd than Ingersol's remarks ; and it

is impossible to reconcile the policy he adopted

immediately afterwards with the contents of

his despatch. It will be seen by this docu-

ment, which follows, that he almost claims a

yictory

;

•' I have received an express from the head

of the Lake this evening, with intelligence

that our troops, commanded by Brigadier-Ge-

neral Chandler, were attacked at two o'clock

this morning by the whole of the British and

Indian force ; and by some strange fatality,

though our loss was but small (not exceeding

thirty), and the enemy completely routed and

driven from the field, both Brigadiers Chand-

ler and Winder were taken prisoners. They

had advanced to ascertain the position of a

company of artillery, when the attack com-

menced. General Vincent is reported to be

amongst the killed of the enemy. Col. Clarke

was mortally wounded, and fell into our hands,

with fifty prisoners of the 49th British regi-

ment. The whole loss of the enemy is two

hundred and fifty. They sent in a flag, with

a request to bury their dead. General Lewis,

accompanied by Brigadier-General Boyd, goes

on to take command of the advanced troops."

An analysis of this letter will be interesting

and really so curious a document deserves the

trouble, as it is but seldom that an official

paper, written with such an utter disregard of

truth, can be found. •' The whole of the Brit-

ish and Indian force." The Secretary at War,

at least, was not deceived by General Dear-

bom's letter, for, in his remarks, he speaks of

the British force as " seven hundred combat-

ants."

In the next place, as to the Indians, there

were not altogether more than thirty, and

these were at Burlington Heights, where they

remained. General Dearborn's allusion to

them was, however, a sufficient foundation on

which Mr. O'Connor, in his history, has con-

structed a very imposing passage. "The
army, on this occasion, has proved its firm-

ness and bravery, by keeping its position in a

night attack, in which the yells of the Indians

mingled with the roaring of the cannon and

musketry, were calculated to intimidate." To
resume our analysis. General Dearborn pro-

nounces " the enemy completely routed and

driven from the field," and yet practically

contradicts his own statements by immediately

after retiring from before a " routed enemy "

again—so far from the British sending in a
flag of truce " to bury the dead," the Ameri-

cans retired,* and left their own dead to he

hurled hy the British. Lastly, although

General Vincent was killed by Dearborn over

night, he had sufficiently recovered from the

shock which he must have experienced at

hearing of his own death, to entertain the

two American generals, at dinner, next day,

and to inform them ofthe capture offour oftheir

guns and one hundred and twenty men, a

point on which General Dearborn and others

* One of the American accounts of the Stony
Creek business contains the following statement

:

" Captain Manners, of that regiment, (the 49th)
was taken in his bed by lieutenant Riddle ; who,
from a principle of humanity, put him on hie
parole, on condition of his not serving the enemy,
until he should lie exchanged. An engagement
which that officer violated, by appearing in arms
against the American troops, immediately after

the recovery of his health." This is a serious
charge against a brave officer, now living. Thus
it ia answered. Close to captain Manners, on the
field, lay a captain Mills, of the American array,

still more severely wounded. The two officers

agreed, and mutually pledged their honors, that,

no matter by which party captured, they should
be considered as exchanged and at liberty to
serve again. Lieutenant Riddle soon afterwards
came up ; and, although he could not stay to
bring away even his friend, exacted a parole,
from captain Manners. When the American
army subsequently fled, the two officers? were
found by the British. The instant captain Milla

recovered from his wounds, he was sent by a
flag to the American lines ; and captain Manners
became of course, exonerated from his parole.

That an American editor should give insertion to
any story, reflecting upon a British officer, is not
at all strange. But it is so, that an American
officer should have allowed three editions of Mr,
Thompson's book to pass, every one contt^uing
so scandalous a paragraph,

w
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himself was, through tne tactics of Colonel

Bisshopp and Gen. Vincent, confined 'o the

precincts of Fort George,which,from a fortress,

had been now virtually reduced to a prison,

with limits, little, if at all exceeding the

range of its cannon. To account for a state

of things so unexpected, and, considering the

slender means of defence possessed by the

British, so unhoped for, we must look for

other causes than the mere valour of the

British regulars 4>r Canadian militia, as how-

ever gallant their conduct might have been in

the field, however patient their behaviour

during the hardships and privations of the

campaign, still tho odds brought against them

had been so overwhelming as properly directed

to have swept away all opposition. We do

not, by any means, desire to deprive the

British or Canadian soldier of one particle of

honor and" praise to which he is so justly

entitled ; we only desire to observe that it was

a most fortunate train of events that gave to

the Americans a succession of leaders whose

incapacity neutralized, in a great measure,

their numerical superiority. Whatever Gen.

Dearborn might have been, it is very evident

that he was at this time quite unfit for the

harrassing duties which had devolved upon

him. A lew extracts will shew this. Inaletter

of the 4th June, he says, " I am still very

feeble, and gain strength very slowly," June

8th. " My ill-state of health rcndcs it extremely

punful to attend to current duties, and unless

it improves soon, I fear I shall be compelled

to retire to some place where my mind may

be more at ease." This state of health will

account satisfactorily for the desponding tone

of his despatch of 20th June, a short time

before his recall from the command of the

district. "From resignations, sick ncsss, and

in this quarter from joining, or proceeding to

SackeWs Harbour to attack Kingston; and

such i^ the state of the roads in this fiat

country, in consequence of continual rain, as

to render any operations against the enemy

extremely diflBcult,without the aid ofa fleet for

the transportation of provisions, ammunition

and other necessary supplies. The enemy

would probably retreat on our approach, and

keep out of our reach, being covered by on©

or more armed vessels. The whole of these

embarrassments have resulted from a tempo-

rary loss of the command of the lake." The

poor old general was plainly very willing to

find some cause on which to saddle the efiect

produced by his infirmities, and after reading

the account of the two fresh disasters which

now befell him, the reader will not be sur-

prised to find that an order was issued on the

6th July, recalling him from the command of

the district; and enjoining on his successor'

"not to prosecute any offensive operation,

until our ascendancy ot» the lake was re-estab-

lished."* Before closing this subject it may
be as well to remind t'.o reader that, at the

very time General Dearbi -n was enumerating

the addition of five h indred nen tc General

Vincent's force as «? reasci: for abando ling his

plans, he bad under his sommand, at Fort

George alone, double the uumb r of regular

troops in all Western ^/anrdr*.. H:..i we not,

in our enumeration of his fores alresic'y shown

this, we have a proof i: in lugcrsoU's ad-

mission. Alluding to Doarbcrn's recall, he

say; "he/ore Wilkinson Ixok the command,

01 «rces in Canada, al.uut,,''>(' ' tJwvmnd

s ig, were shut up in Fort Ucorge." At

1 1 . very tirc-e Proctor and Vuiccnt's forces

united would not have mado up an effective

dy of two thousand men. And, if we turn

other causes, the number ofregimental officer? to the other end of the lake, we will find the

present and fit for duty is far below what t1

service requires. A considerable portion

the army being new rccriiits, and the weather

being unfavourable to health, the sick have

become so numerous, in addition to the

wounded, as to reduce the effective force for

below what could have been contemplated.

The enemy have been reinforced with about

five hundred men of the 104th regiment,

whence I conclude that he will endeavour to

keep up such a plan, at, and near the head of

the lake, as will prevent any part of our forca

j;arrisons and other posts equally deficient in

point of numbers. What says Armstrong on

this head? "Ist. Prevost, on his arrival at

Prescott, borrowed from that part an escort

of soldiers to prevent his being captured on

his way to Kingston—a fact ntteily incon-

sistent wi:h the report of his having brought

with \ im largo detachments from Quebec and

^. <^ntreaL 'ind. That Proctor, Barclay, Vin-

•Thi» Act of oxocut've authority originated with

that portion of the House of Roprosentativw most

active and iiiilucnttd ia supporting the Tvar.
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cent and SlicafFe, so far from being in a

condition to yield any aid to the attack on

Sackftt's Ilarhoiir, were themselves in great

want of veinforcements—Proctor postponing

on tliat account, an attack which he had been

ordered to make on Perry's Heet, then fitting

out JJrd. That, when late in the month of

May, the IJritish commander-in-chief (induced

by the continued absence of the American

fleet and army at the head of the lake) made

an attack on Sackett's Harbour, he was un-

able to bring against that post more than

seven hundred combatants, conduct otterly

unaccountable in an old soldier, having f.t his

disposition a force of either* six or eight thou-

sand men. 4th. That the maximrmi of the

British force at Kingston, in 1813, was one

thousand mcn.t And lastly, that SheaflTe's

papers, taken at York, and examined by Col.

Connor, aide-de-camp to General Dearborn,

* showed satisfactorily that the garrison at

Kingston, during the winter and spring of

1813, was iceal; and much below the force

necessary for its defence.'

"

These remarks of Armstrong will serve as

a proof of our assertion, that had the Ameri-

cans be ,n well ofBcereii, or had the war been

so popular as to have admitted of the choice

of generals, from other parties besides the

one wi*;!! whom "war measures" had been

the ruling policy, their numbers were on all

occasions so overwhelmingly superior as to

have precluded the hope of any successful

opposition, however gallant might have been

the behaviour of the regulars, however deter-

mined might have been the militia to die in

defence of their hearths and homes, or had

even every soldier,regular or militia, possessed

individually the energy or spirit of the

lamented Brock.

As soon as General Vincent had, by his re-

VftUir at tlic Ucavci inforcements, and the
^'•™"

successful issue of the

night attack at Stony Creek, been relieved

fro;,\ the embarrassing situation in which he

hal been placed, ho actively recomnicnced

ofTensivo measures, placing the right division

of his little force under the command of Lieu-

tenant Colonel Bisshopp, who pushed forward

detachuients, and took up two positions.

commanding the cross roads at the Ten-nile

Creek and the Beaver Dam. It was so arranged

by preconcerted signals, that their stations

could readily support each other. Dearborn

finding that these manoeuvres had very ma-

terially circumscribed the range of his troops,

who were now compelled to live on their own

resources, determined to check farther en-

croachments on his case, and despatched

Lieutenant Colonel Boorstlcr, with a detach-

ment of nearly seven hundred men, from

Fort George, to attack and disi)crse that por-

tion of Col. Bis.shopp's command which had

taken up their position in a stone house near

the Beaver Dam. This detachment consisted

of thirty men of the one-hundred-and-lourth,

and were in communication with a party of

Indians, who, under the command of Captain

Kerr, and about two hundred strong, occupied

the woods. Col. Bcerstlerin his'm.irch came

unexpectedly on this body of Indians, who,

lining the wood.', Iheir numbers partially con-

cealed by the cover, immediately attacked

him. The thirty menof tho lOith soon came

to the assistance of Capt.ain Kerr, and a

warm skirmish ensued, which had lasted for

about two hours, when Col. Boerstler dreading

an ambuscade, commenced a retreat towards

Lundy's lianc but was immediately attacked

from the wo id by a small body of about

twenty militia, under Col. Thomas Clark, who,

accidentally passing, had been attracted by

the firing. Col. Boerstler now began to think

that nmtters looked serious, but instead of

retreating as fast as he could, he sent for re-

inforcements to Fort George, sixteen miles dis-

tant.

While waiting for the arrival of these, and

making good his position, Lieutenant Fitzgib-

bon, of the 49th, arrived on the field (if we may

apply thatexpression to a beechwood), andafter

reconnoitring, and hearing that reinforcements

had been sent for, this officer determined on

the bold step of summoning the Americans to

surrender."^ This proposal, doubtless very

* \s stated by Doarhorn.

tA. faot a.st^or;aiiii;d by Ouiipral Brown duriiiy the

war, and, Bubsuquently, on a visit to that pla«o

* The circnniscances connected witli the ntFiiir at

the Beaver Dam, where Col. Fitzgibbon (then

Lieut. Fitzgi'bon) gained so much praise for

the victory achieved by him over tlie Ame-
ricans, was owing to information which Mrs.

Secord, the widow of James Sccord, Es:q., de-

ceased, formerly of Qucenston, who waa wounded
at the battle of that place (13th October, 181-2),

obtained from private sources ol the intea-
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much to Lieut. Fitzgiuhon'a surprise, Col.

BoeratlcT, seeing no prospect of escaping or

saving his wounded, wlio were by tliis time

pretty numerous, consented to, and terina "'

capitulation were forthwith agreed on.

Just as these were being drawn up. Major

de Harcn, who had been sent for by Lieute-

nant Fitz.qibbon, arrived, bringing with him

about two hundred and twenty men. This

body came up in time to secure the prisoners,

but not sufficiently so to save Col. BaTstler

the disgrace of having surrendered to a body,

whicli, with the two hundred Indians, did not

half equal that under his command.

Particulars ofthe capitulation made between

OapitiilntioiiofColoiiol Captain JI'Dowell, on

liiTil ;ui(l l(irty-ono ^"^ V^^^ 01 L,iuut.-L0l

American troops. Buei'stler, of the United

States' army, and Major Do Ilaren, of His

Britannic Majesty's Canadian regiment, on

the part of Lieutenant Colonel Bisshopp, com-

manding the advance of the British, respecting

the force under the command of Lieutenant-

Colonel Ba^rstler.

Article I, That Licut.-Col. Buurstlcr, and

the force under hi::; command, shall surrender

prisoners of war.

tion of t!io Anieric;in troops to surround and take

Fitzgilibop and party, wliicli con-istod at that time

of a detaclunent of the 4!Hh regiment, some few

militia, luid a small body of Indiuns, tooppose some
500 of the American infantry and adotaelinient of

some f)0 of mounted American dragoons. The
difficulty of reaching Lieut Fitzgibbon'a post is thus

relited in Mrs. Secord's own words:—"I shall

commence at the buttle of Quoenston, where I was
at the time the cannon balls were flying around
me in every direction. I left the place during the*

engagement. After the battle I returned to

Queenstoii, and then found that my husband had
been wounded ; my house plundered and property
destroyed. It was while the Americans had pos.ses-

siou of the frontier, that I learned the plans of the
American conuuander, and determined to put the
British troops under Fitzgibbon in possession of

them, and, if possible, to save the British troops

from c.'.pture, or, perhaps, total desf ruction. In
doing so, I found I should have great difficulty

ia getting through tiie American guards, which
were out ten miles in the country. Determined
to persevere, however, I left early in the morn-
ing, walked nineteen miles in the month of June,
over a rough and difficult part of the country,
when I caiue to a field belonging tc a Mr. Decamp,
in the neighborhood of the Beaver Dam. By
this time daylight had left me. Here I found all

the Indians encamped ; by moonlight the scene
was terrifying, and to those accustomed to such
scenes, might bo considered grand. Upon ad-
vancing to the Indians they all rose, and, with
aomo yells, Baid "Woman," which made mo

Article II. That the offlccrg shall retain

their arms, horses, and baggage.

Article III. That the non-commissioned

ofHcers and soldiers shall lay down their arms

at the head of the British coluum, and shall

become prisoners of war.

Artile IV. That the militia and volunteers,

with Lieutenant Colonel Bcerstler, shall bo

permitted to return to the United States on

parole.

AxnUKW ]SI'1)0WKLL,

Capt. of the U. S. Light Arlillery.

Acceded to and signed, P. (J. B(KiisTi,uK,

Lieut.-Col. Commanding deiachiuent

United Slates' Army.
P. V. DkIIaukn,

Major, Canadian regiment.

tremble. I cannot cxpriss the awful feeling it

gave mo ; but I did not lose my presence of
mind. I was deterniined to persevere. 1 went
up to one of the cliiefs, made him understand that

1 had groat news for Capt. Fitzgibbon, ami that

he must let me pass to his camp, or tiuit he and
his party would bo all taken. The chief at first

objected to let me pass, but finally consented,

after some hesitation, to go with me and accom-
pany me to Fitzgibbon's station, which was at the
iJeaver Dam, where I had an interview with him.
I then told liini what I had come for, and what I
had heard—that the Americans intended to make
an attack upon the troops under his command,
and would, from their superior numbers, capture

them all. Benefitting by this information, Gapt.

Fitzgibbon formed his plans accordingly, and cap-

tured about five hundred American infantry,

about fifty mounted dragoons, and a fiel l-piece or

two was taken from the enemy. I leturned home
next (iiiy, exhausted and fatigued. I am now ad-

vanced in years, and when 1 look Imck I wonder
how I could have gone through so much fatigue,

with the fortitude to accoinplinli it.

(Ccrti/icate.)

I do hereby certify that Mrs. Secord, the wife

of James Secord, of Chippewa, Esq., did, in the

month of June, 181S, walk from her house in the

village of St. Davids to Dccanip's house in Thorold,

by a circuitous route of about twenty miles, partly

through the woods, to acquaint mo that the enemy
intended to attempt by surprise to eapture a de-

tachment of the 49th regiment, then nnder my
command, she having obtained sucli knowledge
from good authority, as the event proved. Mrs.

Secord was a person of slight and delicate frame,

and made the eftbrt in weather excessively warm,
and I dreaded at the time that she must suffer ia

heflth in consequence of fatigue and anxiety, she

having been exposed to danger from the enemy,

through whose line of communication she had to

pass. The attempt was made on my detachment, by
the enemy and his detachment, consisting of up-

wards of 500 men, with a field-piece, and fifty

dragoons were captured in consequence. I write

this certificate in a moment of much hurry and

from memory, and it is therefore thus brief.

(Signed) James Fitzgidbon,

Formerly Lieutenant ia the 49th Rcgt.
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Roinforcomonts arrivo

nt C|uo(>iiMtoii, Imt rv-

turn to Fort (Jtorgc.

As soon as General Dearborn heard of

JJcerstler's critical situa

tion, ho dispatched Col.

Christie witli a reinforce-

ment of three hundred men. The detachment

marched as far as Queenston, where, hearing

of Boerstler's surrender, Col. Christie returned

to the camp.

Congress had been in session about a

month when the intelli-
Frtjccediiifts in Con- i.^, • «. • i.

great; on roccipt of news gcnce of this allair reach-
ofBarstlc-.surrcnder. ^^ Washingon, and it

served as a sort of climax to the continual

tidivigs of niisnianagenient and misfortune.

Ingersol says, "after s short communion of

regret and impatience in the House of Repre-

sentatives with the Speaker and General

Ringold, 1 was deputed to wait on the Presi-

dent, .and request General Dearborn's ren\oval

from a counnand which so far had been thus

unfortunate." This remonstrance had the

desired efTect, and, as we have already seen,

Dearborn was recalled, and, according to

Ingersol, " the northern army wtis relieved of

a veteran leader, whose age and ill-health,

(whatever previous military reputation he

might have acquired by distinguished ?ervi jo,

bravery, and activity in the war of the Revolu-

tion) disqualifled him for active and enterprising

services, but in his successor, Gen. Wilkinson,

did not get a younger, healthier, or more

competent commander.

From the date of Boerstler's surrender to

tlie end of June, no movements of any im-

portance took place in the Niagara district,

the British forces gradually closing round

Fort George, and watching carefully the Ame-

rican .army, who still occupied that posi*'on.

A negative good was, however, thus effected,

as the services of fully four thousand men

were lost to the country, while the expense

Mid labour of supplying so large a body were

daily becoming more felt, and increased the

feelings of dissatisfaction entertained by the

more sensible and reflecting portion of the

Union. Two expeditions were undertaken

«arly in July, the result of which proved the

benefit drrivcd from keeping the American

army cooped up at Fort George.

Col. Clark's expedi-
tion againBt Fort
Sell lower.

The first expedition was

undertaken by Lieut.

Col. Thos. Clark, of the

Canadian Militia, on the night of the 4th July

—Col. Clark's party crossed over, from Chip-

pewa to Fort Schlosser, and succeeded in

capturing the guard stationed there, bringing

with them, as the fruits of their enterprise, a

large quantity of provisions, one brass gun

(a six-pounder), besides several stand of arms,

with much ammunition I This affair was but

trifling, still it serves to show the zeal of the

militia, while the loss of the provisions was a

serious blow to the enemy. The success

which attended Col. Clark's exploit determin-

ed Col, Bisshopp to put in execution the plans

he had formed against the important post at

Black Rock. On the 11th July, therefore,

he crossed over at day-
Col. Bissliopp's pxpn- , , .,, , •',

dition agaiust Black break With a party of

^^''^-
two hundred and forty

men, consisting of militia, and drafts from the

8th, 4:1st and 49th regiments. The surprise

of the enemy was complete, and the block-

houf es, stores, barracks, dock-yard and one

vessel were dcstro; ed, or secured within the

Canadian lines. Ingersol, in noticing this, is

not very complimentary to his countrymen,

" There was a militia force more than sufiB-

cient to repel this daring invasion ; but they

ran away without resisting it 1* Unfortu-

nately in his anxiety to secure as much as

possible of the captured stores. Col. Bisshopp

delayed his return longer than prudence war-

ranted, and afforded time for the Americans

to recover from their surprise and consterna-

tion. When retiring to their boats the Bri-

tish were attacked by a strong body of Ame-

rican regulars, militia, and some Indians,

whom General Porter hp,d collected, and the

consequence was, that a heavy loss was expe-

rienced before the retreat could be effected—

amongst the number of those who died from

their wounds, was the gallant commander

himself, a most promising young officer, of

but twenty-seven years old.

An effect of tlio Kastern doctrine (on the cause)

and character of the war), industriously circulated to

tho Northern and "Western ft-outiers of New York.—

Armstrong'$ Notes.

lE;:'
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n ; but ther

Col. Clark's letter, taken in connection with

our previous remarks,
01.Clark'b letter. ^jy g^^^ j^g j^gg ^f

go many stores actually necessary to the

vitality of the American army,* as must have

considerably added to the perplexities of tlie

war party at Washington, increasing, as it did,

iho drainage on the resources of a young

country, with a public chest by no means

overflowing, and a commerce as effectually

suspended as if their whole mercantile marine

had been swept away. Nearly one thousand

American merchant vessels had been (we

thank Ingenol for this information) taken and

condemned by the British. Of one hundred

thousand and more American seamen, regis-

tered at the Custom-house in 1812, a large

portion of them were thrown out oC employ-

ment by the war, to remain idle, discontented,

and mischievous, unless they could obtain

employment in privateera Ingersol makes a

curi6us commentary on the avidity with

whjph the Americans seized on and followed

up f'is trade. We call it trade, and an in-

quiry into the character of the parties by

Chippewa,
July 12th, 1818.

•Sir,—I h; /e the honor to report to you, for

the intoriTutlon of Mfyor-gcueral de Rottenburg,

tliat the deUichment under the command of Lieu-

tdaant-coloael Bisshopp, consisting of a detach-

ment of royal artillery, under Lieutenant Arm-
strong, forty of the King's regiment, under Lieu-

tenant Barstow, one huu lieJ of the 4l8t, under

Capuin Saunders, forty of the 49th, under Lieu-

tenant FIttrOibbon, and about forty of the 2nd

and Srd Lincoln Militia, embarked at two o'clock

on the morniog of the Hth instant, to attack the

enemy's batteries at Black Rock.

The detachment landed half an hour before

day-light, witliout being perceived, aiid immedi-

ately proceeded to attack the batteries, which

they carried with little opposition; the enemy
beard the firing at their advanced posts, and im-

mediately retreated with great precipitation to

Buffalo.

The block-houses, barracks, and. navy.yard,

with one large schooner, were burnt ; and such

of the piblic stores as could be got off were taken

possession of, and carried across the river by the

troops. Before the whole of the stores were,

taken away, tlie enemy advanced, •having been

reinforced by a considerable body of Indians,

whom tbey posted in the woods on their flanks

and in their advance; they were gallantly op-

posed by the wholo of the troops; bat finding

the Indians could not be driven from the adjoin-

ing woods wUhoBt our sustaining a very great

tMs, it waa deemed prud«Bt to retreat to the

1« "v

whom the privateers were, for the most part,

Qttod out, will abundantly provo that it was

a speculation for individual gain, and not an

an injury inflicted on a national enemy, that

the fleet which, according to Nile's Register,

inflicted sucli fatal injuries on British com-

merce, was equipped. Speaking of his coun-

trymen, Ingersol remarks—" This has a'ways

been, and will be, not only a maritime but a

privateering people. '1 heirfreedom and their

enterprise, which is the offspring of Iheir

freedom, and their habit of doing many things

individually, which in other countries are

done exclusively by Government, must always

render (mark the delicacy with which be

names the trade) sea volunteers a nu<nerou8

and powerful force." We presume Uiat then,

as now, the same .marauding and republican

carelessness of law and public opinion pre-

vailed. Wo say • as now," for have we not

seen within the last two years a most flagrant

instance of this buccaneermg propensity in the

expedition against Cuba ? To return, however,

to our subject (the descent on Black Rock)

boats, and the troops re-crossed the river under

a heavy fire.

I am extremely sorry to add, Lieutenant-colo-

ne\ Bisshopp fell, severely wounded, on our re-

treat to the boats; fortunately the detachment
did not suffer from it, everything having been
arranged and completed previous to his receiv-

ing his wounds.

Enclosed nre the returns of killed, woundei,
and missing, with the exception of those of t.te

49th regiment and militia, which have not y^t

been received.

I have also enclosed the returns of the ordi-

nance, and other stores captured.

I Lave the honor to be, &c.

THOMAS CLARK,
Lieut.-col. 2d Lincoln militia.

To Lieut-col. Harvey,

Deputy Ad.-gen,

Return of killed, wounded, and missing, on the

morning of the 11th instant.

July 13th, 181S.

Total—IS privates killed; 1 inspecting field-

officer, 1 Lieutenant-colonel, 1 Captain, 1 Ser-

geant, 1 Corporal, 19 Privates, wounded ; 6 Pri-

vates missing.

JOHN HARVEY,
Licut.-col. D. A. gen.

Return of ordnance destroyed and captured fW>m

the enemy at Black Rock, July 12th, 1818.

Total—4 guns, 177 English and French musk>

ets, 1 8-pounder travelling carriage, 6 ammanib
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great as was its 8ucces8,t still it mny be

considered to hate been dearly purchaRcd

I 'y Bifwhopp'g death. Young and indefatigable

in Itis duties, to bii* actiru co-operation much

tion kdgs, a small quantity of round and caa«
shot, (quatititj not jet known.) ,

Taken and destroyed.

Two iron 12- pounders, 2 iron ••poimders.

R. a ARMSTRONG,
Lieut.-col. R. A.

iietum of stores, &c., kc, captured at, nnd
brought from, Black Rock, oq the 14th July,

181.S.

One hundred and twenty-three barrels of salt,

40 barrels of » Iiiskey, 1 1 barrels d flour, 1 bar-

rel of tar, 2 large bales of blankets, (about 200,)
70 large blur.kcts, loose, 6 casks of clothing; 8
cases, containing 896 soldiers' caps, 16 bars of
iron, 1 bar of steel, 1 side sole leather, 7 sides of
npper leather, (some of them marked serjeant

Fitzgerald, 41st regiment, and taken from Fort
Erie, to be returned to the 4l8t "jiment,) 7
large batteaux, 1 large scow.

THOS. CLARK,
Lieut.-col. 2d Lincoln Militia.

fSir,—I presume that you are willing to award
honor to whom honor is due, and I therefore

address you to make a small addition to your
account of the attack made nnder Col. Bisshopp
on Black Rock. Col. Fitzgibbon has long been
known in Canada in both a civil and military

capacity, and if he were now present he would be
able to give you much interesting and raluable
information. At the timo of this attack he was
n Lieutenant iu the 49th, and his daring spirit

and energy of character was well known to the
whole army. General Vincent had placed bim
in command of a sort of independent company of
Rangers. Volunteers from the different regiments
were asked for, and strange to say, so nany men
of other regimcntt offered that it was difficult to

decide who should be permitted to go from the
numerous young subs desirous of joining him

;

he selected his Iriend Lieut. Winder of the 49th,
now Dr. Winder, Librarian to the House of As-
sembly at Quebec. Volunteer D. A. McDonell
of the 8th. Volunteer Augustus Thompson of
the 49th, and another youngster of the 49th,

were permitted as a great favor to join bis corps.

We were all dressed in green uniform made from
clothing which had been captured from the
t>nemy ; we called ourselves " Fitzgibbon's green
'uns. We were the first to cross the river on
the expedition in question, and Fitzgibbon
pushed on so expeditiously, that the block-house
was in our possession long before Col. Bisshopp
was ready to move forward. For this piece of
impertinence we were repaid by being sent on
in advance ,without any breakfast to watch the
enemy near Buffalo, while the army was em-
ployed in carrying off the stores. As soon as this

had been accomplished we w.re ordered to return

and cover the re-embarkation. Col. Bisshopp,
n ho appeared nettled at not having been in front

during the advance, seemed now determined to

be the 1 ist iu retiring*

of General Vincent's BucceB,«fbl attenijtst

to enclose Gcnerat Dearborn and his army

within the limits of Fort Gcorgo, niny U-

ascribed.

We had all embarked nnmolested, bntsenrcelj
had we pushed off from tlu> shore, e'er ihr

enemy's Indians commenced firiug on ns Uon,
the bnnk, to which, unperceived by us, thvy hud
crawled. For the Green 'ons to difemhnrk am!
drive the enemy to the woods reqoired bat a fen

minntes, bnt we were not ftiirly seated iu tin;

boats again, before the attack was renewed by
the Indians, reinforced by the American advance
guard. Out we all leaped a second time, and
Nichie and his backers were glad to take shelttr

in the bush again. We now found that wu bad
" Cotched a Tartar "—Porter with his whole force

was upon us. " Sanve qui pent," was now the

cry, and as a matter of course the rush to the

boats was a very devil take the hindmost affair.

In the confusion, some oars in the boat in which
Col. Bisshopp embarked, were lost r ^erbnard, and
she drifted down the stream, while the enemy
followed on the bank firing into her. The gallaot

Bisshopp, the darling of the army, received his

death wound ; never was any of&cer, save always
the lamented Brock, regretted more than be
was.

All the fighting on this occasion was done by

the Green 'uns, and if any merit be due, Fitz-

gibbon is entitled to it. In conclusion, I may as

well add, that a part of the " Greens" were over

at Fort Schlosser, commanded by Lt. Winder, in

Col. Clark's expedition ; in truth Winder com-
manded. On the c'ay following the attack od
Schlosser, a large detr.chment crossed from Buffalo,

and the remainder of Fitzgibbon's corps, about

twenty-five in number, under Thompson, attacked

them. They made a running fight o> it of three

miles before they reached their boats and got

off.

J an;, yoars,

A GRBEN 'UN.

^SiR,—To yonr account of the battle of Stony
Creek I Would like to add a few particulars which
qiay not prove uninteresting to your readers, and

you will £nd that they difter a little from your

account of the surprise.

At eleven o'clock at night the Light Company
and Grenadiers of the 49th were under arms;
every flint was taken out and erery charge was
drawn. Shortly after we moved on in sectioni,

left in front, the Light Company leading the way
towards the enemy^ camp. I had been driven

in that aAernoon from Stony Creek, and was well

acquainted with the ground. The * cautions

silence observed was most painful ; not a whisper
was permitted; even our footsteps were not

allowed to be heard ; I shall nerer forget the

a^ony caused to the senses by the stealthiness

with which we proceeded to the midnight
slaughter. I was not aware that any other force

accompanied ns than the grenadiers, and when
we approached near the Creek, I rentured to

whisper to Col. Harrey, •' We are close to the

enemy's camp, Sir;" •' Hush 1 1 know It," was his
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This offttlr, too, led to the Americans

tl)rowin[iC off the innsk, nnd, after all the

vituperations bo freely lavished on the liritish,

making use of the fame " savage arm of the

service " which they hod so bitterly and un-

ceasingly condemned.

In describing the British retreat to their

boats, we purposely italicised, in our enume-

ration of the attacking bodies, the words

wm« Indians, in order to direct the reader's

attention to the fact that the American

Government had culled in to their assist-

ance, along the shores of the Niagara,

the ruthless ferocity' of the merciless sava-

ges," (for this expression see History of the

United States, vol. 8, page 228.) The plea

for this was the invasion of the United

States territory, (" the pollution of a free

toil ly tyrant governed elatet") but it did not

perhaps strike Mr. O'Connor that this admis-

sion must sanction on the part of the British

an alliance with Indians, also—inasmuch as

General Hull had set the example of inva-

sion. The Americans appeared certainly as

liberators, but, then, the Canadians were so

blind to their interests as not to perceive the

blessings of freedom which Hull s proclama-

tion held out ; h^nce the Indian alliance.

reply. Shortly after a sentry challenged sharply

;

Lieiit. Danford and the leading section rushod

forward and killed him with tlieir bayonets ; his

bleeding corpse was cast nai .e and we moved on

with breathless caution. A second challenge

—

who comes there?—another rush and the poor

sentinel is transfixed, but bis agonized dying

groans alarmed a third who stood near the watch-

tire ; he challenged, and immediately fired and
fled. We all rushed forward upon the sleeping

guard ; few escaped ; many awoke in another

world. The excitement now became intense;

the few who had escaped fired as they ran nnd
aroused the sleeping army. All fled precipitately

beyond the Creek, leaving their blankets and
knapsacks behind.

Our troops deployed into line, and halted in

the midst of the camp fires, and immediately

hegan to replace their flints. This, though not a
v«ry lengthy operation, was one of intense

anxiety, for the enemy now opened a most
terrific fire, and many a brave fellow was laid

low. We could only see the flash of the enemy's
firelocks, while we were perfectly visible to them,
standing, as we did, in the midst of their camp
fires. It was a grand and beautiful sight. No
one who has not witnessed a night engagement
can form any idea of the awful sublimity of the

scene. The first volley from the enemy coming
from a spot aa " dark as Erebus " seemed like the

burstiog fbrth of a volcano. Then again all was

When the public journalists of one nation

Inrtla., .lliano«. Uo..
'"'^^ *»«" collectively

MHiN oMtiiiiifU forfurm- descanting on a particu-

lar enormity observable

in the course of action pursued by another,

should that particular course be adopted by

the party previously condemning it ? It then

becomes the duty of the historian to seek into

the reasons for tho change, and to ascertain

cither the cause ov the apology.

Wo have already shown that, from the ruth-

less character of the border warfare which

had so long been waged between tho Ameri-

cans nnd Indians, it was hopeless to expect

that they would at once bury tho hatchet, and,

along with it, the recollection of all the wrongs
and cruelties inflicted on them. It became,

therefore, the policy of tho Government, see-

ing that their own past, " ruthless ferocity
"

precluded any hope of alliance, to prevent the

British from seeking that co-operation and

friendship denied to themselve.<). Hence
Hull's first proclamation^ and the subsequent

tirades against " savage warfare," Ac.

We have, also, already shown that, inas-

much aa Hull's invasion of Western Canada
preceded the occupation of, or incursions into,

tho American territory, Mr. O'Connor's plea,

dark and still, save the moans of the wounded,
the confused click I click ! noise made by our
men in adjusting their flints, and the ring of the
enemy's ramrods in re-loading. Again the flash

and ruar of the musketry, the whistling of the
bullets and the crash of the cannon^" Ctiaos ha»
come again." The anxious moments (hours in
imagination) have passed; the tremblingly ex-
cited hands of our men have at last fastened their
flints; the comparatively merry sound of the
ramrod tells that the charge is driven home

;

soon the fire is returned with animation ; the sky
is illumined with continued flashes ; after a sharp
contest and some changes of position, our men
advance in a body and the enemy's troops retire.

There were many mistakes made in this action,
the two greatest were removing the men's flints

and halting in the midst of the camp fires, this la

the reason why the loss of the enemy was less

than ours, their wounds were mostly made by
our bayonets. The changes of position by difier-

ent portions of each army, in the daria, accounts
for tho fact of prisoners having bean made by
both parties. I must give the enemy's troopia

great credit for having recovered from their
confusion, and for having shewn a. bold front so
very soon after their having been so suddenly
and completely surprised.

Toursj

A 49TII MAN.
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with Mr. Thomson's statement.'*' On the

8th of July Lieutenant Eldridge, of the 13th

regiment, was ordered to the support of some

American pickets with a detachment of some

forty men. In the execution of this service

he fell into an ambuscade, and, after a hard

contest, his party, with the exception of five,

were cut to pieces, by the superior force of

British and Indians. These five prisoners

along with the wounded were then, (according

to Mr. Thomson,) "inhumanly murdered,"

and their persons so savagely mutilated that,

"the most temperate recital of the enemy's

conduct would, perhaps, scarcely obtain be-

lief." Mr. Thomson here dwells at some

length on the atrocities perpetrated—"split

skulls," and " torn out hearts " forming part

of his catalogue of horrors—he then adds,

" Lieutenant Eldridge was supposed to have

experienced the same fate."

What were the real facts of this case?

Some stores of which the Pritish were in

particular want, had been left concealed, at

the time of the retreat from Fort George, at a

spot not far from an American outpost. The

Indian chiefBlack Bird having been informed

of the exigencies of the case, volunteered to

bring them into the camp, and he accordingly

departed on his expedition with some one

hundred and fifty of bis warriors. In the

performance of his undertaking Lieutenant

Eldridge and his party were encountered and

captured. After the American officer had

surrendered, he drew forth a concealed pistol

arift shot one of the chiefs, in whose charge he

was, through t^ie head, endeavouring to make

his escape, for this act of treachery Lieut

Eldridge very deservedly lost his life, and to

those who are cognizant of the Indian

character it will not appear strange that some

of his party should have also paid the penalty

of their officer's perfidy. Not one -iritish or

Canadian was present on this occasion, (this

is proved by Mr. O'Connor himself, in his

account,! in which ho no where alludes to the

British,) yet, Mr. Thomson's rabid feelings

have induced him to cite this act of cruelty

on the part of the British as a cause for the

Indian alliance.

A reference to dates will further disprove

Mr. Thomson's statements. " This " act of

cruelty " was perpetrated on the 8th of July,

now the declaradon of war by the six nations

of Indians was made three days antecedent,

and could not therefore ha e been occasioned

by this " case of barbarity."

B«al causes of alli-

ance.

* James quotes this case, also, in bis history.

tHistory oftho War, page lOfl. - •

" We, the chiefs and counsellors of the Six

« , ii »Ttr X.
Nations of Indians, re-

DecUirationofWar.by ... . , _, ^ .
the Six Natioua of sidmg m the State 0*
Indians. ^^^ y^^,^^ ^^ j^^^.^^^^

proclaim to all the war-chiefs and warriors

of the Six Nations, that war is declared on

our part against the Provinces of Upper and

Lower Canada. Therefore, we do hereby com-

mand and advise all the war-chiefa to call

forth the warriors under them, and put them

in motion, to protect their rights and liberties,

which our brethren the Americans, are now

defending.

—

By the Grand Counsellors."

It would have been far more honest had

American writers come

boldly forward and justi-

fied, on their real grounds, the alliance which

they had all along desired to form. They would

have been then spared the trouble of inventing,

and the disgrace of circulating, all those

marvellous tales which disgrace their pages.

The credit of being foremost amongst tho

ranks of these modem Baron Munchausens is

certainly due to the government organ, in

which the " Head of th^ English Church " is

first vehemently denounced as an "ally of

hell-hound murderers," and then contrasted

vrith the United States Government. " From

the organization of the governmant of tho

United States, tho constant care of every

administration has been to better the condition

of the Indian tribes, and preserve profound

peace with them. Such is the spirit of our

republican institutions. We never began a

war with them, or placed the tomahawk in

their hands. When the British, in alliance

with them, ravaged our frontier and com-

mitted murders, until then, unheard of, we

advised this restless people to peace, and

resisted their importunity to retaliate on the

enemy the wrongs they had inflicted. They

have been sometimes employed as spies or

guides but in no other capacity. At this

moment (April 1818) the United Spates could

let loose on the British in Canada, upwards

of one thousand Indian warriors, impatient

for the field of battle, thirsting fpr blppd, JJut

:r"i

.f ii
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the same policy prevails; they are retained by

force, or persuaded, or pensioned to remain

quiet" What a glorious contrast.

It would appear, however, that the Ameri-

cans discovered that there is a limit beyond

which human patience can no further go

—

hence the expediency of employing them as

* means of counteracting the wiles and stra-

tagems of the hostile tribes, and of gradually

instilling into their savage minds the lessona

of moderation and christian forbearance.

Would it not have been far more honest, we

repeat, to have frankly admitted, that by rep-

resentations, and presents, the object of the

Americans had been gained, and that some

of the Indian tribes had, forgetting past

wrongs, rallied under the American standard.

This, fhowever, would not have suited the

purposes of the American government, which

was, even at the time of completing the

treaty with the Indians, meditating farther

treachery and violence against the hapless and

persecuted red man. At the very time of the

completion of the treaty,the government organ

writes : "/* appears as though the extermina-

tion of thefaithless race was indispensatle to

our safety. We have evidences of their fero-

(fity that it would ie criminal to forget"

What follows is even more at variance with

the lessons of [moderation and forbearance

which the humane and considerate command-

ers of the American army had it so at heart

to inculcate. " In the nature of things it

will be impossible for them to defend them-

selves, nor can Great Britain give any security

by treaty. She may abandon or support as

policy dictates. Thus the time is at hand

when they will be swept away from the face

of the countrji as with the besom of destruc-

tion." We can scarcely believe that any one

who reads the above, can be at a loss to ac-

count for the inveterate and determined hos-

tility evinced by the Indians towards the

Americans. Most unfortunately for the case

of moderation, and so forth, which American

writers are so desirous of establishing, Niles

Register institutes a comparison between the

use of the Indians by the British as analogous

to the use of blood hounds in Cuba b/ the

Spaniards,* a most unfortunate comparison,

as in Mrs. Stowe's late work (the world wide

known Uncle Tom's Cabin.) ^Prohf pudor!

the enlightened Americans of the present

day are represented as following the same

atrocious customs with reference too, not to

their enemies, but to those in whom nature

has implanted the same burning desire for

freedom which we presume inflamed the

breasts of a Washington, a Jackson, or a

Lawrence.

This digression is, perhaps, scarcely rele-

vant to our subject, but when we find such

atrocious paragraphs in American books, pro-

fessing to be " Historical Registers," we feel

bound to retort the calumnies and fix the

stigma of cruelty on the nation to which it

more properly belongs, " The United States."

American writers may place what colour-

ing they please on this alliance, and may

assign any reason they think proper—but

the real fact of the case stands thus—the

capture of York, the occupation of Fort

Erie and Fort George, and Proctor's with-

drawal of his forces from the territory of

Michigan, gave an appearance of reality

to the vapouring and gasconade ot the

Americans, and enabled them to hold out

such reasonable hopes of conquest or plunder

as were sufficient to overbalance that deadly

animosity which was the most natural feeling

for every Indian to cherish, to whom memory

had not been denied.

General Clay's Mani-

festo.

*Below will be found an account of the educi-
cation of the blood-hounds introduced by the
^aniarda into St. Domingo, first to destroy the

We omitted, in our account of Genvat

Clay's defeat at the Mi-

ami, to 'introduce the

manifesto issued by him previous to that ac-

tion. It will, however, serve here as an illus-

tration of the lesson of moderation inculcated

by the American Commanders. It will be

remembered that General Clay's army met

with precisely the same fate as their butch-

ered brethien whom they were burning with

haste to avenge.

General Orders.

Soldiers, Yea are now about to leave the

shores of Kentucky—Many of you can boast

that she gave you birth—She is indeed dear

to us all.

Indians and afterwards the fugitive negroes. All

who have written upon the settlement of America,

have endeavored to give immortality to the cruel-
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Kentuckians aia/nd high in the estimation

ftf our common country. Our brothers in

HTtns, who have gone before us to the scene of

action, have acquired a fame, which should

never bo forgotten by you—a fame worthy

your emulation.

I feel cons nous you would rather see your

country no more, than return to it, under the

impression, that by an act of yours, the high

character of Kentucky had fallen.

To support this reputation, purchased by

valor and by blood, you must with fortitude

meet the hardships, and discharge the duties

ties of the Spmiards in this particular ; and many
British historians are singularly eloquent on th's

great theme for censure. But who had tiie aston-

ishing audacity to justify the Spaniards on the

plea that these blood-hounds could not be res-

trained from thrusting their heads into the bow-
els and tearing out the living hearts of their vic-

tims? No oAe has had the impudence tu do this

;

but the blame is imiversally laid where it justly

applies, and the Spaniards, who used the dogs, are
aomidered a* responsiblefor the enormities tJiey

tommitted.

From the famous speech of Lord Dorchester
to the Indians in 1791, to the present day, the
British in Canada have constantly trained savages
for the very work they are now engaged in. This
is not mere assertion. It can be sustained by
hosts of testimony ; and will be received as an
established fact by an impartial posterity. A war
with the United States has always been regarded
by the British as a probable event, sooner or
later ; and his " gracious majesty's " officers in

Canada have beeu unrsmittingly employed to
ittach the biped blood-hounds to themselves,
while they excited their hatred to the Americans,
by every means in their power.

MOTE.—BLOOD-HOUNDS.

The following is the mode of rearing blood-
hounds and the manner of exercising them by
chasseurs:

—

The moment the blood-hounds are taken from
the dam they are confined in kennels, with iron
bars in front, like the dens used by showmen for

confining wild beasts, where they are sparingly
fed on the blood and entrails of animals. As
they grow up, their keepers frequently expose in
front of their cage a figure resembling a negro,
male and female, and of the same color and dress,
the body of which contains the blood and entrails
of beasts, which being occasionally suffered to
gush out, the figure attracts the attention of the
dogs as the source of their food. They are then
gradually reduced in their meals till, they are
almost famished, while the image is frequently ex-
posed to their view; and when they struggle
with redoubled ferocity against their prey the
i uage is brought nearer at intervals, till at last it

is abandoned to their hunger, and being of wicker
work, is in an iuataut torn to pieces, and thus

of soldiers. Discipline and subordination

mark the real soldier—and are indeed the

soul of an army.

In every situation, therefore, the most per-

fect subordination—the most rigid discharge

of duty will be expected from all. Partiality

or injustice shall be shown to none.

I have the nio,st perfect confidiince in your

attachment and support through every diffi-

culty we niaj' encounter.

It is upon you—it is upon your subordina-

tion and discipline I rel}', for a successful

issue of the present campaign. Without this

they arrive at a copious meal. While they gorge
themselves withthi^, the keeper and his colleagues

caress and encourage them. By this execrable
artifice the white people ingratiate themselves
with the dogs, and teach them to regard a negro
as their proper prey.—As soon as the young dogs
are thus initiated, they are taken out to be exer-

cised on living objects, and are trained with great

care, till they arrive at the necessary nicety and
exactness in the pursuit of the poor wretchesi

whom they are doomed to destroy. The common
use of these dogs in the Spanish islands was in

the chase for run-away negroes in the mountains.

—When once they got scent of the object, they
speedily ran him down and devoured him, unless

he could evade the pursuit by climbing a tree, in

which case the dogs remained at the foot of the

tree yelping in a mos!; horrid manner till their

keepers arrived. If the victim was to be pre-

served for a public exhibition or a cruel punish-

ment, the dogs were then muzzled and the priso-

ner loaded with chains.—On his neck was placed

a collar with spikes inward and hooks outward

;

the latter for the purpose of entangling him in

t le bushes if he should attempt to escape. If

the unhappy wretch proceeded faster than his

guard, it was construed into an attempt to ran
ft-om them, and he was given up to the dogs, who
instantly devoured him. Not seldom on a jour-

ney of considerable length, these causes were
feigned by their keepers to reh'eve them from
their prisoners ; aud the inhuman monster, who
perpetrated the act, received a reward of ten dol-

lars from the colony on making oath of his having
destroyed his fellow-creature 1 The keepers, iu

general, acquire an absolute command over these

dogs; but while the French army used them in

their late war against St. Domingo, while they had
possession of the Cape, the dogs frequently broke
loose in that neighborhood, and children were
devoured iu the public way ; and sometimes they

surprised a harmless family of laborers (who had
submitted and furnished the French themselves

with necessitries) at their simple meal, tore the

babe from the breast of its mother, and involved

the whole party in one common and cruel death,

and returned when gorged, with their horrid jaws

drenched in human blood. Even the defenceless

huts of the negroes have been broken into by

these dreadful animals and the sleeping inhabit-

ants have shared a like miserable fate.
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coDildcnce and support, we shall achieve

nothing honorable or useful.

The same destiny awaits ws both. That

which exalts or sinks you in the estimation of

your country, will produce to me her appro-

bation or condemnation.

Feeling this same common interest, the

first wishes of my heart are, that the present

campaign should prove honorable to all, and

useful to the country.

Should wo encounter the enemy

—

remem-

ber THE DREAPFUL FATE OF OUR BUTCH-
ERED BROTHERS at the river raisin—

that British treachery prodn^ their slaugh-

ter.

The justice of our cause—with the aid of

an approving Providence, will be sure gua-

rantees to our success.

GREEN CLAY,

BRIOADIER GENERAL.

The (one of this manifesto, and the spirit

breathed in the concluding paragraphs, re-

quire no comment on our part. The words in

capital letters are exactly as they appeared in

General Green Clay's own document. In the

teeth of such a manifesto the Americans have

dared to impute cruelty to the British, while

carefully suppressing the well known fact

—

that just at this very time General Vincent

had sat at the head ofa committee by whom, as

the best means of putting an end to any

cruelties, it had been resolved, that ten dol-

lars should be paid, to every Indian, for every

American prisoner brought in alive. This

resolution, James declares, appeared in a

Boston paper, but we regret to state that not

one of the numerous o£Bcers and men saved

by its instrumentality, ever had the good

feeling to acknowledge to what cause their

safety was due.

General Proctor and the right division of

Proctor's movements *^« """^ "<*^' demand
in the West. our attention. We can-

not, however, concur with Major Richardson,

who claims for this corps, the proud title of

" the fighting division of C.ir.ada." We do

not mean by our denial to detract one whit

from the laurels won by the right division,

hut only to a;sert the claim of the other

divisions of the army, whether composed of

regulars or militia, and this claim we are borne

out in making, if we refer to the various

general orders issued on different occEsioiiB

from head quarters. The movements of th«

right division were undoubtedly attended with

the most important and beneficial results, and

when we consider that their force very rarely

exceeded in numbers a single regiment their

exertions and energy become more remark-

able.

ExpncUtion agtdnst
tHeiga.

General Proctor was in-

Fort "Meigs, " duced, towards the end

of July, to prepare, at the instance of Tecum

-

seth, to repeat his attempt on Fort Meigs.

Tecumseth's plan, according to Richardson,

was as follows:—"Immediately in rear of

Fort Meigs, and at right angles with the river,

ran the road to Sandusky, distant about

thirty miles, upon, or near, which the chief had

been apprized by his scouts that General

Harrison, (who with a large portion of his

force had left the fort soon after its relief from

General Proctor's prer;nce,) was at that

moment encamped. Having landed some

miles lower down the river, the whole of the

Indian force was to march through the wood?

and gain, unpcrceived by the troops in the

fort, the Sandusky road, where a sham engage,

ment was to take place, leading the garrison

to believe a corps, hastening to their relief

had been encountered, and attacked by the

Indians, and inducing them to make a sortie

for their rescue. The moment they had

crossed the open ground, intervening between

their position and the skirt of the wood, we

were to rise from our ambuscade, and take

them in the rear, making at the same time a

rush for the fort, before the enemy could

have time cftcctually to close his gates."

This plan was certainly, to all appear-

ance, a good one, and the attempt wp=t

made accordingly,but, whether the Americans

suspected the ruse or not, they did not stir

from the protection of their^fort, although,

according to Richardson, the fire had become

so animated and heavy, as to leave the Britisli

half in doubt whether the battle was a sham

or real one.

The surprise of Fort Meigs by stratagem

having failed, and as any attempt to reduce

it by siege was out of the question, what

guns there were,being only light six pounders

—it was resolved, (Major Richardson says

at Tecuraseths' earnest request,) to attempt

^1
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the reduction of a fort which had been con-

tructed on the west side of the Sandusky

river. This fort, about, forty miles from the

mouth of the river, stood on a rising ground,

commanding the river to the east ; having a

plain to the north and a wood to the west.

" The body of the fort was about one hundred

y»rd3 in length, and fifty in breadth, sur-

rounded, outside of all the other defences,

by a row of strong pickets twelve feet

high from the ground; each picket armed

at the top with a iayonet."* Just outside

of this fence, with the embankment reaching

to the foot of the pickets, was a ditch twelve

feet wide, and seven deep, thus forming a

glacis of ninoteen feet high. The ditch was

protected by a bastion and two strong block-

houses which completely enfiladed it, thus

forming a very sufficient and formidable line

of defencot We have no means of ascertain-

ing correctly the number of troops that formed

the garrison, but as an American account

places them at "an effective force of one

hundred and sixty rank and file," wo may
safely and without fear of exaggeration, put

the numbers down at two hundred and fifty.

Of the British there were three hundred and

ninety-one officers and privates. Of the

Indians there were but two hundred, and

they withdrew to a ravine out of gunshot,

almost immediately on the action commencing.

On the first day of August a landing was

eifected, under an incfiTectual discharge from

the enemy's guns, and a position taken up in

the wood, on the skirt of which the British

sixpounders were placed. On the morning of

the second a Are was opened on the fort and

continued till three, p. m., by which time it

having been ascertained that the fire from the

light sixes would affect no breach on the

utockade, General Proctor resolved to carry

the fort by storm. Forming his men accord-

ingly into three columns,about 4 p.m. he began

his attack, and although exposed to a most

destructive fire, the gallant body reached the

ditch. "Not a fascine" says Richardson,
'• had been provided, and although axes had

been distributed among a body of men selec-

ted for the purpose, they were so blunt, that

it would have been the work of hours to

cut through the double lino of pickets, even

' History of the War, pa«e ISl.

if an enemy had not been there to interrupt

our progress."

In defiance of this difficulty, the axe-men

leaped without hesitation into the ditch, and

attempted to acquit themselves of their duty

;

but they were speedily swept away by the

guns from the batteries, charged with musket

balls and slugs and directed with fatal preci-

sion. The troops had established themselves

on the edge of the ditch, but it was impossible

to scale without the aid of ladders or fascines

;

and within a few paces of the enemy only,

they saw their comrades fall on every hand

with no hope of avenging their deaths. The

second division had only two officers attached

to it. Brevet Lieutenant-colonel Short,of the

41st, was killed while descending the ravine

at the head of his column, when, the com-

mand devolving on Lieutenant Gordon of the

same regiment, that officer encouraging his

men, and calling upon them to follow his ex-

ample, was one of the first in the ditch, and

was in the act of cutting the picketing with

his sabre, when a ball, fired fh)m a wall-piece,

struck him in the breast. Although danger-

ously wounded, ho refused to abandon his

post, and continued to animate his men by his

example, until a second ball, fired from the

same piece, and lodging in his brain, left the

division without an officer. The action had

continued nearly two hours without produ-

cing the slightest impression on the enemy,

when the bugles sounded the " cease firing,"

and the men were ordered to lie flat on the

ground on the edge of the ravine. The first

division were so near the enemy, that they

could distinctly hear the various orders given

in the fort, and the faint voices of the wound-

ed id dying in the ditch, calling out for wa-

ter, which the enemy had the humanity to

lower to tbem on the instant. After continu-

ing in this position until nine o'clock, the col-

umns received an order to efiect their retreat

in silence, which was done accordingly, the

enemy merely firing a few vollies of musketry,

producing however no material effect. The

troops having been re-embarked the same

night, the expedition descended the river, and

returned to Amherstburg. Our loss in this

affair was severe—three officers, one ser-

geant, twenty-two ranK and file killed ; three

officers, two sergeants, thirty-six rank and

file wounded ; and one sergeant, twenty-eight

i«,
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rank and file niismng. Of this number, the

proportion of the first division alone, consist-

ing principally of the light company of the

41st, which had attacked the strongest point

of the position, was five and thirty men.

During the assault, no assistance whatever

was afforded by the Indians, who, unaccus-

tomed to this mode of warfare, contented

themselves wiih remaining quiet spectators of

the scene.

It is a curious circumstance that we do net

find in James, (xeneral Proctor's official de-

spatch on this subject Richardson writes,

" The only British document referring to the

matter at all, is the foliowing brief notice by

Sir George Prevost, evidently founded on a

more detailed communication from General

Proctor. We give Sir George's general order,

and the American official version.''' The only

one we have been able to get at will be found

below in our notes :

—

*Copy of a letter from Major Croghan to Oen.

Jlarriiotif dated

I . Louer Satidiuky, August 6, 1818.

OxAR Sir,—I have the honor to inform you,
that the combined force of the enemy, amounting
to at least 600 regulars, and as many Indians,

under the immediate command of Oen. Proctor,

made its appearance before this place, early on
Sunday evening last ; and as soon as the General
bad made such disposition of his troops, as would
cut off my retreat (should I be disposed to make
one), he sent Col. Elliott, accompanied by Hiijor

Chambers, with a flag, to demand the surrender
of the fort, as he was anxious to spare the effu-

sion of blood ; which he should probably not have
in his power to do, should he be reduced to the
necessity of taking the place by storm. My an-
swer to the summons was, that I was determined
to defend the place to the Inat extremity, and
that no force, however large, should induce me
to surrender it. So soon as the flag had returned,

a brisk fire was opened upon us, from the gun-
boats in the river, and from a five-and-a-half-iuch

howitzer, on shore, which was kept up with little

intermission throughout the night. At an early

hour the next morning, three sixes (which had
been placed during the night within 260 yards
of the pickets), began to play upon us—but with
little effect. About four o'clock r.u, discovering

that the fire, from all his guns, was concentrated
against the N.W. angle of the fort, I became
confident that his object was to make a breach,

and attempt to storm the works at that point. I

therefore ordered out as many men as could be
employed, for the purpose of strengthening that

part—which was so effectually secured, by means
of bags of flour, sand, &c., that the picketing suf-

fered little or no injury ; notwithstanding which,
the enemy, about 600, having formed in close

column, advanced to assault our works, at the

G«ncral Order.

Head Quarters, Kingston,

Adjutant General's Office, 8d Sept. 1813.

His Excellency the Commander of the

Forces has received a despatch from Major

General Pn>clor, reporting the circumstance'^

of an attack, made by a small portion of re-

gular troops and a body of Indian warriors,

on the 2d of August, on the American fort of

Lower Sandusky, which, OH-ing to the strength

of the enemy's works, which resisted the iirv

of the light field guns brought against it—so

that a practicable breach could not be effected

—as also from the want of sufficient co-opera-

tion on the part of the Indian warriors, unused

to that mode of warfare, the assault was not

attended with that brilliant success which has

so uniformly signalized the gallant exertions

of the right division. The Mt^or General ez-

j

tols the intrepid bravery displayed by the

detachment under Brevet Lieutenant Colonel

expected point; at the same time making twu

feints on the front of Cai>toin Hunter's lines. TLe
column, which advanced against the north-west-

ern angle, consisting of about 860 men, was so

completely enveloped in smoke as not to be

discovered, until it had approached within 18 or

20 paces of the lines ; but the men being all at

their posts, and ready to receive it, commenced
so heavy and galling a fire as to throw the column

a little into confusion ; being quickly rallied, it

advanced to the outworks, and began to leap into

the ditch ;
just at that moment a fire of grape

was opened from our six-pounder (which had beeu

previously arranged, so as to rake in that direc-

tion), which, together with the musketry, threw

them into such confusion, that they wero com-

pelled to retire precipitately to the woods. Dur-

mg the assault, which lasted about half an hour,

an incessant fire was kept up by the enemy's ar-

tillery (which consisted of five sixes and a how-

itzer), but without effect. My whole loss, during

the siege, was one killed and seven slightly

wounded. The loss of the enemy, in killed,

wounded, and prisoners, must exceed 160. One
Lieutenant Colonel, a Lieutenant, and 60 rank

and file, were found in and about the ditch, dead

or wounded ; those of the remainder, who were

not able to escape, were taken off, during the

night, by the Indians. Seventy stand of arme

and several brace of pistols have been collected

near the works. About three in thA morning the

enemy sailed down the river, leaving behind

them a boat, containing clothing and considerable

miUtary stores.

Too much praise cannot be bestowed on the

offif^ers, non- commissioned officers, and privates

unaer my command, for their gallantry and

good conduct during the siege.

Yours, with respect,

6. Oroohak,
'

Major 17th U.S. Inf. commanding
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Short, in endeavoring to force a passage into

the enemy's fort, and laments the loss of the

brave soldiers who have fallen in this gallant

although unsuccessful assault.

Return of killed and wounded.

One captain, one lieutenant, one sergeant,

one drummer, twenty-one rank and file killed.

One sergeant and twenty-eight rank and file

missing. Two captains, one lieutenant, two

sergeants, one drummer, thirty-five rank and

file wounded.

Killed—Brevet Lieut.-Col. Short, Lieut

Gordon, 41st regiment, Lieut. Lauasaussiege,

Indian department.

Wounded—Capt Dixon, Royal Engineers,

Capt. Muir and Lieut. Macintyro, 41st regi-

ment, all slightly.

By his Excellency's command.

En^vARD Batne, Adjutant General.

Although we have such positive evidence

as to the share that the
American remarks on _ ,. , , . ,.

the Sandusky aOlair. Indians hod m the at-

tack on the fort at Sandusky, the American

writers, are determined to drag the Indians

within the limits of the ditch which had

proved so fatal to the British troops. " The

Indians," says Mr. Thomson, " were -enraged

and mortified at this unparallcUed defeat, and

carrying their wounded from the field, they

indignantly followed«the British regulars to

the shipping." In all the account given by

this writer in his history, not the slightest

notice is taken of the heroic bravery exhibited

by Col. Short and his men, although the most

lavish cncomias are bestowed on Miijor

Croghan and his "band of heroes" who
snugly ensconced behind their pickets com-

pelled an army ten times suj>erior to retreat

ingloriously. Mr. O'Connor, more artftil

although not more liberal, leaves it to be

understood that the Indians joined in the

attack. " It is a fact worthy of notice," says

this gentleman, "that not one Indian was

found uuiungst the dead, although from tlirce

to four hundred were present."

Before following General Proctor's motions,

, „ . _. after his retreat, we
General Proctor's

. , ^ ^.
movements. must return to th<.

Niagara frontier, taking a glance, as we pass,

at York and Commodore Chauncey's second

descent upon it. The movements also in the

lower province demand our attention. So

many important events require, however, a

fresh chapter.

• ' 'J

1^

ill <i

..(>

^'\'V'W%-V^'>.
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CHAPTER XII.

i

Mi I
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CONTENTS.

Commodoro Chauncey's second descent upon
York.—Doraonstratiotk against the stores at

Bur]iuf!ton Ileights.—>Col. Scott breaking par-

ole.—Second descent upon York b/ Ghauncey.
—^ir James Yeo on Lake Ontario.—Demon-
stration iiguiust Fort George by Sir George

. Prevost.— Cruise of Commodore Rogers; the
President and Congress frigates.—Dominica
and Decatur, August 6th, 16i8.—Peiioan and
Argus, August 12th.—Boxer and Enterprise,

September 6th.

CoMMooouB Ghauncey having completed

r. J ou the equipment of the
Commodore Chaun. ^ , »>.,

(ley's seoond descent General Pike, a now
upon York.

^^^j ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^

tonnage as the Wa»p, and manned with a

very large crew, about one hundred and

twenty ofwhom had been drafted from the

Constitution, while the rcstofher complement

had been made up from other vessels in the

Atlantic ports, again appeared on the lake to

resume offensive operations. We have been

particular in noticing the mode in which the

General Pike was manned, as a body so large

as one hundred and twenty firom one vessel,

all trained to work together, must have in-

spired her commander with the greatest con-

fidence, especially when aware that, with the

exception of the few thorough bred seamen

who had been brought fh)m Great Britain by

Sir James Yeo, the remainder of the crews of

the British Canadian navy were fresh water

seamen, picked up hastily, and possessing few

recommendations, save dauntless bravery, and

an ardent attachment to the cause in which

they had been enlisted. Commodore Chaun-

cey's fleet now consisted of fourteen vessels,

making up a force of over twenty-seven hun-

dred tons, and manned by about twelve hun-

dred picked men. Sir James Yeg's fleet was

just one third inferior to his adversary in

tonnage, guns and men ; what his men lacked,

however, in numbers and discipline, was in

some degree made up by the spirit and zeal

which animated them.

Commodore Chauncey's first object was the

„ ... , . capture, or destruction,
Demonstration afreinst , . •• ,

,

the stores at Burling- of a considerable quan-
ton Heights.

tity of stores that had

been collected at Burlington Heights, and

which he had ascertained to be but slenderly

guarded. Col. Harvey, anxious for the pro.

tection of these stores, and suspecting, from

Chauncey's manoeuvres, his designs, des-

patched Lieut Col. Battersby, with part of

the Glengarry regiment to strengthen Major

Maule, who commanded at Burlington Heights,

Col. Battersby by a forced march of extra-

ordinary celerity, arrived with his reinforce-

ment, and the American commodore, finding

that his reception was likely to be warmer

than he either anticipated or desired, prudent-

ly kept his men out of reach of barm, con-

tenting himself with the capture of a few of

the neighboring inhabitants. Having ascer-

tained, however, that Col. Battersby's depar-

ture had left York undefended, he determined

to swell the number of "American victories"

by "a second siege and storming. &c."of that

place. He accordingly seized his opportunity,

and bore away for that port, which he

entered on the 81st July.

Amongst thb officers whom Commodore

Col. Scott breaking Chauncey had embarkf d

P»w>le. for the expedition against

Burlington Heights, we find the name of

Lieut. Col. Scott Now, according to Sir

George Prevost, Lieut Col. Scott was at that

time an unexchanged prisoner of war, on his

parole. Breaking parole is a severe charge to

make against an officer, especially one who,

as General Scott, has occupied, since, so

prominent a place in the world's history,

nevertheless, on Mr. James' authority, and

with but faint denial of the charge from

American historians, we feel compelled to

avow our belief that Lieut Col. Scctt did

actually forfeit his pledged word of honor as

a soldier, on the occasion of the second descent

upon York.

We will now enter on our proof of this

charge. All lists of prisoners paroled or ex-

changed, were necessarily transmitted to the

commander-in-chief. In this case it will be

found in Sir George Provost's despatch of the

8th August,* to Lord Bathurst, that colonel

Scott i» eiepressly mentioned as an unparoled

prisoner who had forfeited his pledged word.

A faint attempt has been made to clear

colonel Scott, from the imputation on the

* This despatch vill be found under the uc^t beau.
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plea that " he be! red himself to be an ex-

changed priiioiiur," but as no shadow of proof

has been brought forward, the defence can

not be entertained—The following was the

form of parole signed by lieutenant-colonel

Scott and uthers when taken prisoners, " we

promise, on honor, not to bear anns, directly

or indirectly, against his Britannic Mtgesty,

or his allies, during the present war, until we

are regularly exchanged. We likewise en-

gage that the undermentioned non-com-

missioned officers and privates, soldiers in the

service of the United States, who are per-

mitted to accompany us, shall conform to the

same conditions." This is no accusation

trumped up at this late period to impugn

Gen. Scott's character as a man of honor—on

the contrary, it was made at the time, and

while lieutenant-colonel Scott was yet un-

known to fame, and of no more importance

in public estimation than any other American

officer. It is therefore of consequence, that

bis friends should, if they can, at leu t make

the attempt to wipe away the imputation.

An extract from James will throw some

additional li;;ht on the subject, and prove that

there were other officers besides colonel Scott,

who did not scruple to break their parole,

when a convenient opportunity presented

itself. " To the doughty quarrel between Mr.

President Madison, and general James Wil-

kinson, '" of the American army, we are in-

debted for some important disclosures relative

to the paroled prisoners. Tlie general very

candidly tells us, that lieutenant George

Read, a witness examined on the part of the

prosecution, at the general court martial,

held at Troy, in the State of New York, in

February, 1811, deposed on oath, " that on

the 24th December, 1813, while a prisoner

on parole, he received from colonel Lamed,

an order to repair to Qreenbush, in the fol-

lowing words :

—

' I am directed by the senvtary of war, to

call in all the American prisoners of war, at

or near this vicinity, to their post, and that

the officers join them for drilling, &c.—You
will therefore repair to the cantonments at

Greenbush, without loss of time.' * Lieute-

nant Read further deposeth, that he repaired

to Greenbush, in pursuance of the order, and

er the uo»t beau.
' WUkinson't Memoirs, vol* 3, page 197*

made no objections to doing duty : that on

general Wilkinson's arrival at Wuturford, in

the ensuing January, lieutenant Read called

upon him, and exhibited the order received

from lieutenant-colonel Lanicd ; that general

Wilkinson thought the order very improper,

and ailcrwards issued the following order,

dated, Waterford, January, ISlh 1814.

'A military officer is bound to obey

promptly, and without hesitation, every order

he may receive, which does not allect his

honor; but this precious inheritance must
never be voluntarily forfeited, nor should any
earthly power wrest it fiom him. It follows

that, where an officer is made prisoner, and

released on his parole of honor, not to bear

arms against the enemy, no professional

duties can be imposed on him, while he con-

tinues in that condition; and under such

circumstances, every military man will justify

him for disobedience."

"Such," adds James, "are the principles

upon which Mr. Madison conducted the late

war. Lieutenant-colonel Scott, although per-

haps not one of those American officers, who,

like lieutenant Read, ' made no objection to

doing duty' in compliance with the shameful

order of his Government, certainly gave his

parole at Queenston, and yet sub.sequentiy

appeared in arms, both at Fort George, an«i

at York."

We take pleasure in mentioning, that lien-

tenant Carr, of the United States army, aleo a

prisoner at Queenston, declined obeying the

order to perform duty, on the ground, that it

was always contrary to the parole. This

meritorious case being an ex(5eption, as it

would appear, enhances its value; and it

ought to operate as a lesson to that govern*

ment, which could thus stab the reputation of

its officers, to facilitate the means of conquest.

It is perfectly clear that Licutenant-Colonol

Scott broke his parole in every sense,

as he not only joined what might be called

the non-combatants in their usual garrison

routine of drills, &c ; but he took, according

to Sir George, an active part in the more

stirring scenes of the campaign, thus rendering

his dereliction from the path of honor doubly

flagrant We have found that American

writers have been always ready to lay hold oi

the slightest charge (witness the case of Capt,

Manners at Stony Creek) against British
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fin

offlccra, it will be well for them then In the

prcAciU caoo to direct their attention towards

ciearinp; the character of one of their mont

distingiiiMlicd men iVora the stain of dishonor

resting on it.

To return, however, from our digression, to

^, , . ^ Commodore Cimuncej',
Sopniid rtffw* >t upon

, », , «.

York hy Oliauncoy. whom we left Just alter

his appearance, a second time, before York.

This place being left by Colonel Battersby's

departure with the Glengarry fencibles, un-

defended, the Americans landed without

opposition and took quiet possession. The

first thing done was to lay hold of everything!

in the shape of stores, that could possibly be

construed into public property, and the decision

resting not with a court of judicial enquirers,

but rather with men not overburthened with

scruples, it may be easily inferred that some

private property did by mistake find its way
to American owners. Their other acts seem

to have been attended with the same evidences

of republican license, as they opened the

gaol and liberated the prisoners, some of whom
were in confinement awaiting their trial for

capital offences. The few men in the hospital

who were so ill ut not to bear moving, even

in the opinion of American prisoner-hunters,

were paroled—the others were removed as

trophies won at the '* second battle of York."

The public store-houses were then all destroy-

ed, and by mittahe some of the store-houses

of the inoffensive inhabitants with large

quantities of provisions, were first sacked, and

afterwards burnt This was a fair day's work,

and accomplished without so much fighting or

loss of life as the capture of the depot at Burl-

lington would have occasioned. A commander
of energy or daring would, perhaps, have been

scarcely satisfied to leave himself open to the

charge of having been frightened by a handful

of men, and prevented, in consequence, from

accomplishing an enterprise of some import-

ance. Commodore Chauncey, however, knew
better, and as we suppose he must have been

tiie best judge of the value of his character

we leave our readers to form their own esti-

mate of the affair. A second landing was

made on the next day, and an expedition fitted

out which proceeded a mile or »o up the Don,

under the pretext of searching for public

stores. The real object was to procure ficsii

provisions cheaply for the shipping. Having

succeeded in oil their objects, towards evening

they embarked, and the fleet sailed for Niagnrai

taking with them, or having destroyed, five

guns, eleven boots, with a quantity of shot,

shells and other military stores. Sir George's

dispatch* will bear out all we have asserted

relative to the injuries inflicted by the enemy

on private individuals, by whom, indeed, this

visitation was almost entirely felt This is a

circumstance which must not be lost sight of

by the reader, as wo shall soon have to show

how loud was the outcry rained by both the

American people and government when

retaliatory measures were adopted by the

British. Christie mentions a curious coinci-

dence, via :-that on the very day the American

commander and his troops were burning the

barracks and stores at York, Lieut.-Col.

Murray was no less actively employed on the

same business at Plattsburg—we shall, how-

ever, have to treat of this in its proper place.

The American fleet remained quietly at

Niagara until the appearance of the British

fleet on the 8th of August. Sir James had

sailed from Kingston, on the 81st of July with

supplies for the army, and having duly landed

them, he looked into Niagara in hopes of

tempting Commodore Chauncey to leave his

anchorage. The challenge was accepted and

the Americans bore down on the British line

with whom they manoeuvred for nearly two

* 2^om air G. Prevoat to Earl Bathurtt,

Head quarters, Kingston,

Upper Canada, August 8th, 1813.

My Lord,—I have the honour to acquaint your

lordship, that the enemy's fleet, of 12 sail, made
its appearance off York on the 81 at ultimo.

The three-square rigged vessels, the Pike, Madis-

on, and Oneida, came to anchor in the olflng;

but the schooners passed up the harbor, and
landed several boats full of troops at the former

garrison, and proceeded from thence to the town,

of which they took possession. They opened the

goal, liberated the prisoners, and took away three

soldiers confined for felony: they then went to

the hospitals, and paroled the few men that could

not be removed. They next entered the store-

houses of some of the inhabitants, seized their

contents, chiefly flour, and the same being private

property. Between 11 and 12 o'clock that night

they returned on board their vessels. The next

morning, Sunday, the Ist instant, the enemy
again landed, and sent three armed boats up th«

river Don, in search of public stores, of which

being disappointed, by sunset both soldiers and
sailors had evacuated the town, the small barrucE

wood-yard, and store-house, on Gibraltar Point,
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dayis losing four atnall tchhcIh doring thnt

time, t
" tlicm, (the Julia niui O'rovler)

by cnpti. . .14 tlic ollior two, (the Scintrgi

of eight guns and the Hdmilton of nine,) by

their being upset in a squall* The entire

crews of these vessels, with the oxcoplion of

sixteen wlio were saved by the Urltiah boals,

were lost. Commodore I'liauncey, somcwliat

(lishuartened at the InsM of four of his vessels,

ntid 80 many men, bore up for Niagara, from

whence ho sailed soon nfler to Hackett's

Harbor, where he arrived on the 18th of

August. As the reader may be scarcely yet

aware of the actual superiority in point of force

of the Americans over the British fleet, .ve

will .give a few extracts ftom the Naval

Register with the detailed aecount of the

occurrences of the 9th and 10th of August

We will follow Sir James Yeo through all

„. , V T I
his operations from the

Str JamesYuo on Lako , V. ,

Ontario. date of the return of the

fleet, after the Sackett's Harbor attempt, to

the affair now under consideration.

We have already shown the valuable ser-

vice rendered by Sir James, in the attack on

the Americans, at the Forty Mile Creek,where

it may bo remembered much valuable camp
equipage, stores, provisions, &c.—were, thro'

his instrumentality, captured. On the 18th

(June) he made prizes of two schooners and

some boats containing supplies, and learning

from some of the prisoners, that there was a

having been first set on fire by them; and at

day-light the following morning the enemy's fleet

sailed.

The plunder obtained by the enemy upon this

predatory expedition baa htfen indeed trifling,

and the loss has altogether fallen upon individuals

;

the public stores of every deacription having been
removed ; and the only prisoners taken bv them,
there, being confined to felons and invalid" !a the

hospital.

The troops which were landed were acting as

marines, and appeared to be about 260 men;
they were under the command of commodore
Ohauncey and lieutenant-colonel Scott, an unex-
clianged prisoner of war on his parole, both of
K^iiom landed with the troops. The town, upon
the arrival of the enemy, was totally defenceless

;

the militia were still on their parole; and the
principal gentlemen bad retired, from an appre-
hension of being treated with the same severity
used towards several of the inhabitants near Fort-
George, who had been made prisoners, and sent

.
'Christie aaiys, " upset through press of sail In endeavor-
ins to escape."

depAt of provisinns at the Genesee lliver ho

directed his course thither, and succeeded in

securing the whole. On the 19lh he captured

another supply of stores and provisions from

(ireat Sodiis, and returned on the S'Jth to

Kingston.

On his next cruise, after landing the stores

at Burlington we found him, as already de-

scribed, inviting the American fleet to leave

the protection of their batteries. We will

now quote from the Nacal Chronicle :

"The Americans, by their own admission,

had fourteen vessels, armed, also by their ad*

mission, with one hundred and fourteen guns.

Nearly one-fourth of the long guns and car-

rnnades were on pivot carriages, and were

consequently as effective in broadside as twico

the number. The fourteen American vessels

were manned with eleven hundred and ninety

three men."

When SirJamesYco made his appearance off

Niagara, the Americans could scarcely inter-

pret his manoouvres to aught but what they

were intended to convey—a challenge—wo

therefore find that " Commodore Chauncey

immediately got under way, and stood out

with his fourteen vessels, formed in line of

battle; but, as the six British vessels ap-

proached, the American vessels, after dischar-

ging theirbroadsides,woreandstoodundcrtheir

batteries. Light airs and calms prevented Sir

•James Yco from closing; and, during the

to Ununited States. Lientenant-colonel Batters-

by.W^the Olengarry fencibles, with the detach-

ment of light troops under his command, who had
been stationed at York, was, upon the appearance

of the enemy's fleet off that place, on the 29th

ult. ordered with his detachment and light artill-

ery to proceed for the protection of the depots

formed on Burlington Ueights, where he had
joined mi\jor Maule's detachment of the 104th

regiment, and concentrated his force on the foU

lowing evuiing. The enemy had, during the

course of that day, landed from the fleet SOU men,
near Brandt's house, with an intention of storming

the heights ; but flnding major Maule well pre-

pared to receive them, and being informed of

lieutenant-colonel Battersby's march, they re-em-

barked, and stood away for York.
My last accounts from ni^or-generalDe Rotten-

burg are to the 8d instant, when the enemy's
fleet had anchored ofi Niagara. I have received

no tidings of our squadron under sir James Yeo,
since its sailing from hence on the 31st ultimo.

I have the honor to be, &c.

Geobos Pbkvost.
Earl Bathurst, &c. &c. &c.
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night, in a lieavy squall, two of the American

schooners, the Jlamilton and Scourge, upset,

and their crews uniortunately perished. On

the 9th the two parties were again in sight of

each other, and continued manoeuvring dur-

ing that and the succeeding day. On the 10th,

at night, a flue breeze sprang up, and Sir

James Yeo immediately took ""dvantage of it,

by bearing up to attack his powt.*"''! oppo-

nent ; but, just as the Wolfe got within gun-

shot of the nice and Madkon, these two pow-

erful Amei icun ships bore up, fired their stern

chase guns, and made sail for Niagara; leav-

lag two fine schooi^ers, the Julia and Chrow-

ler, each armed with one long thirty-two and

one long twelve pounder on pivots, and man-

ned with a crew of forty men, to be captured

without an effort to save them. With his two

prizes, and without the loss of a man, and

with no greater injury to his ships than a few

cut ropes and torn sails. Sir James Yco re-

turned to Kingston."

We have examined with some care the min

istcrial organ, {Niles P'^ister) for some notice

of this aiTair, with the intention of giving the

American account at length, and we were the

more desirous of doing this from our having

lighted, dui iiig our search, on the following

choice paragraph—" A Montreal paper speaks

of Commodore Chauncey as 'not having

learned even the rudiments of war. We have

9ent him (says the same paper,) a most able

teacher (Sir James Yeo) who will carry him

through all the inflections peculiar to it in

much less time than a school-boy qg| be

taught to conjugate a verb, or understana its

principal.'

"

' •One would think that this paragraph was

written by Sir James himself, for it is quite

bis character. We shall see when Chauncey

gets along si' j of him

—

"that's all."

After reading this elegant extract which

will be found on the two hundred and twenty-

seventh page of the fourth volume of Mies

BegUter, we were quite prepared for finding

a full, true, and particular account of Commo-
dore Chauncey's " brilliant vicicries over an

enemy double his force," and perhaps the

surest cviderce of Sir James Yco's success

hiay be found in thp fact of Commodore
Chauncey's not having captured the whole

British fleet on paper. We give an extract of

the Commodore's modest ofiicial letter* that the

reader may compare it first,with our version,

and, secondly, with the only notices in Kileit

Register which bear distinctly on the subject,

and which arc found in volume five, page

twelve. " Commodore Chauncey fell in witli

the enemy's squadron ; of whom, after a goo<t

deal of manoeuvring, he got the weather gage,

" The British bore away, and he then chase'i

tliem to Kingston. " It was thought that tla'

enemy would not give a chance for the com-

bat so earnestly desired by the ofilcers and

crews." "It is positively stated that two

schooners were captured for want of obedi-

ence to orders
;
perhaps by having too much

eagerness to meet the foe. It is agreed upon

that our gallant Commodore never yet Lad

the power to bring the enemy to action—hi?

vessels in general sailing much better than

ours. The Sylph, however, is a valuable aux-

iliary in catching the foe."
i

: -

*Extr{ictof a letter from Conmiodore Chauncey tu

the "ccrctary of the Navy, dated on board tbi-

ship General Pike, at Sackett'a Harbor, I^tli

Aiigust, 1813.

Sir,—I arrived here this day with this ship.

the Madigon, Oneida, Governor Tompkliis, Con-

quest, Ontario, Pert, aud Lady of the Lake. Tk
Fair Aiuoiican and Asp I left at Niagara. Since I

had the honor of addressing you last, I have been

roucli distreRsed and mot-tified ; distressed at the

loss of a part of the force entrusted to my com-

mand, and mortified at not being able to bring tb«

enemy to action. The following movcmeuts and

transactions of the squadron, since the f ;h inel.,

will a,\\e you the best idea of the difBcul ies ami

mortifications that I have had to encounter.

On the 7tli, at dayUght, the enemy's fleet, con-

sisting of two ships, two brigs, and two large

schooners, were discovered bearing W.N.W,,
distant about five or six miles, wind at west, it

five, weighed with the fleet, and manoeuvred (o

gain the wind. At nine, having passed to lee-

ward of the enemy's line and abreast of his van

ship (the Wolfe), hoisted our colors and firad a

few guns, to ascertain whether we could reach

him with our shot ; finding they fell short I wore

and hauled upon a wind upon the starboard tack

;

the rear of our schooner* then about six mile;

apart. The enemy wore in suoceuioaand hauled

up on a wind on the same tack, but soon fi. ding

that we should bo able to weather bim upon tb«

next tack, he tacked and made all sail to the

northward. As soon as our rear vessels couI*l

fetch bis wake, tacked and made all sail in chase.

In the afternoon the wind became very light, and

towards night quite calm. The Mihooners used

their sweeps all the afternoon, in order to okiee

with the ep«my, but without buoc«m.
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One can scarcely wonder at the mistakes
j

into which the too credulous citizens of the

Union were led, when the systematic lying of

the Government is taken into consideration.

The following morceaux will show whether

we have nllixed too harsh a term to the tissue

of misrepresentation that was so sedulously

woven 'ouiid tho inhabitants of the Union.

They are taken from tho principal source ol

the fictions—The Government Organ.

" The Lady of the Lake, (a flag sent to

Kingston) has just returned. The whaling

we gave them we find to have been much

more serious than we then expected. Sir

James Yeo acknowledges to have been beat-

en by us in each rencounter, anf^ thinks him-

self lucky that we could not follow the vic-

tory up. He says the fighting was done

;

and that he had given orders to his men to

escape from their vessels as soon as they

grounded, and that their trains were already

laid, for blowing them up. His ships were

literally torn to pieces, and a number of

oOcers and men killed and wounded.

" Another account of the battle, says, the

fighting was over, and it was only necessary

for Commodore Chauncey to take possession,

to have completed his victory ; but in this he

was disappointed by a sudden gale of wind,

which drove the enemy's fleet to tho head of

the lake, under the protection of their bat-

teries. Commodore Chauncey might still

have destroyed their fleet; but our fleet

Late in the afternoon I made the signal of recall,

nd formed in close order. Wind during the night

from the westward, and afler midnight squally

;

kept all hands at quarters and beat to windward

In hopes to gain the wind of the enemy. At two
A.II. missed two of our schooners; at daylight

discovered the miaeing schoouere to be the Ha-
milton and Scourge. Soon after, spoke the Go-
rercor Tcsrpkins, who informed me that the Ha-

milton and Scourge both overset Bnd sank in a
heavy squall, about two o'clock; and, distressing

to relate, every soul perished, except sixteen.

This fatal accident deprived me at once of the

ervicesoi two valuable officers, Lieut. Winter
and Sidling Master Odgoov^ and two of my best

choonera, mounting together 14 euns. This ac-

cident ^ving to the enemy decidedly the supe-

riority, I thought he would take advantage of it,

particularly as by a change of wind he was
agun brought dead to windward of me. Formed
the line upon the larboard tack and hove to.

Soon liter six a.il the enemy bore up and set

«tadding-sail8, appariatly with an intpntion to

bring us to action. When he had ajtproached

m wuhia four miles he brought to, <)r itarboard

18

must, in turn, have inevitably been lost also,

and the grand object of the government, the

command of tiic lake, frustrated,

Chauncey might have covered himselfwith

the same imperishable glory, that did Parry

;

but then ho would have unfortunately aban-

doned the all-important object for which he

was contending, and which, by his masttrly

conduct on that day, was completely ana

effectually secured to us."

The seemingly careless manner in which the

Capture of schooners. capture of the two

schooners is disposed of is worthy of remark,

it being incidentally brought in as if an affair

quite unconnected with the action,(ifso petty a

skirmish deserved the name) and only arising

from an error, the effect of excess of bravery.

The last item respecting the Sylph, has been

most judiciously introduced to cover the ad-

mission of "the effects of too much bravery,"

but still it was not quite enough without the

usual contract 01 the merits of the respective

commanders, so we are gravely told first that

Commodore Chauncey partook of a splendid

dinner prepared for him, in Washington Hall,

New York, in honor of the affair, and in the

next paragraph informed that Sir J. Yeo was

a blustering bully with whom discretion was

the better part of valour, and from whom, as

a British official, truth could not be expected.

We are most fortunately enabled to test

the value of Commodore Ghauncey's official

letter, and the remarks of Mies' Begistfr, by

tack. Finding that the enemy had no intention

of bringing us to action, I edged away to gain the

land, in order to have the advantage of thr land

breeze in the afternoon. It soon after fell calm,

and I directed the schooners to sweep up and
engage the enemy. About noon we got a light

breeze from the eastward. I took the Oneida in

tow, as she sailed badly, and stood for the enemy.
When the van of our schooners was within about
one and a half or two miles of his rear, the wind
shifted to ^he westward, which again brought him
to windwf^rd ; as soon »<* the breeze struck him,

he bore up for the schooners in order to cut thein

off before they could rejoin me ; but with their

sweeps, and the breeze soon reach'ig them also,

they were soon in their station. The enemy find-

ing hirjself foiled in this attempt upon th*

schooners, hauled his wind and hove to. It aooa
became very squally, and the appearance of iit

continuing so during the night; and as we had
been at quarters for nearly forty hours, and being

apprehensive of separating t'om some of th«

heavy sailing schooners in the squall, I was indaoed
to run in towards Niagara, and anchor outside the

bar. Oeneral Boyd very handsomely o/Tjred anj
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the following letter, from one of General

Pike's officers, which found its w&y by mis-

take into the United States Gazette of Sept.

6th. The writer, having previously stated

the American force at two ships, one brig and

eleven schooners, says—" On the 10th, at

midnight, wc came within gun shot, every

man in high spirits. The schooners com-

menced the action with their long guns which

did great execution. At half-past twelve, the

commodore fired his broadside, and gave three

cheers, which were returned from the other

ships, the enemy closing fast. We lay by for

our opponent, the orders having been given

not to fire till she came within pistol shot,

—

the enemy kept up a constant fire. Every

gun was pointed, every match ready in hand,

and the red British ensign plainly to be de-

scried by the light of the moon ; when to our

utter astonishment, the commodore wore and

stood S. E. leaving Sir James Yeo to exult in

the capture of two schooners, and in our re-

treat which was certainly a very fortunate

one for him." Farther comment on the affair

is quite unneces6..ry after this letter, which

is the most satisfactory proof we could have

adduced, first of the correctness of the account

we took from the Naval Register—secondly,

of the meanness of Commodore Chauncsy in

asaiBtance in men that I might require. I received

150 soldiers, and distributed them in Ae different

vessels, to assist in boarding or repelling board-

• era, as circumstances might require. It blew

very heavy in squalls during the night. Soon

after day discovered the enemy's fleet bearing

north ; weighed and stood after him. The wind

soon became light and variable, and before 12

o'clock quite calm. At five, fresh breezes from

the north, the ene.ny's fleet bearing north, dis-

tant, about four or five Icngucs. Wore the fleet

in succession, and hauled upon a wind on the lar-

board tack. At sundown the enemy bore N.W,
by N. on the starboard tack. The wind hauling

to the westward I stood to the north-

ward all night in order to gain the north shore.

At daylight tacked to the westward, the wind

having changed to NN.W. Soon after, disco .ereJ

the enemy's fleet, bearing S.W. I took the Asp.

the Madison, and the Fair Americas in tow, and

made all sail in chase. It was at this time we
thought of realizing what we bad been so long

toiling for; but before twelve o'clock the wind

changed to W.S.W., which brought the enemy
to windward ; tacked to the northward ; at three,

the wind inclining to the northward, wore to the

southward and westward, and made the signal

for the fleet to make all sail. At four the enemy
bore S.8.W.; bore up and steered for him. At
five observe ; the enemy becalmed under the

penning the dispatch we have given in our

notes, anv^ thirdly, of the utter want of prin-

ciple of both the American government and

their official organ, X'^M WeeUy Iicgister,-~\i

is almost unnecssary to add that an order was

soon after the appearance of this letter, issued

at Washington, forbidding any officer to write,

with the intention ofpublication, any accounts

of the operations of the fleet and army.

The officer, who has so opportunely enabled

us to add, to the evidence already brought

forward, one more proof of the unworthy

means adopted by American commanders
and their rulers, at Washington, to delude a

vain glorious people with ficticious statements

of their prowess, has unwittingly raised the

veil which the cabinet at Washington would

have willingly suffered to remain over Chaun-

cey and his doings. He says, " we proceeded

directly," (which, we presume means, after

they had do"^ chasing Sir James Yeo to

Kingston;) " for Sackett's Harbour, where we
victualled and put to sea, the next day, after

our arrival, Angust 14th. On the 16th we

discovered the enemy again and hurried to

quarters, again got clear of the enemy by

dint of carrying sail, and returned to Sackett's

Harbor. On the 18th we again fell in with

the enemy steering for Kingston, and we

land, ne.iring him very fast with a fine breeze

from NN.W. At sir. formed the order of battle

within about four miles of the enemy. The wind
at this time very liglit. At 1 the whid changed
to S.W.. and a fresh breeze, which again placed

the enemy to wii Jward of me. Tacked and
hauled upon a wind on the larboard tack, under

easy sail, the enemy svanding after us. At nine,

when within ebout two gunshot of our rear, he

wore to the souUiward ; I stood on to the north-

ward under eo^y sail ; the fleet formed in two
lines, a part . rtb<« schooners formed the weather

line, ith orders to commence the fire upon the

enemy as soon as their shot would take effect,

and as the enemy reached them to euge down
upon the line t\. leeward and pass through the

intervals and form to leeward. At about half

past ten the enemy tacked and stood after us.

At eleven the rear of our line opened his fire

upon the enemy; in about fifleen minutes the

fire became general from the weather line, which

was returneii from the enemy. At half past 1 1 the

weather line bore up and passed to leeward, ex>

cept the Gron ler and Julia, which soon after tacked

to the southrfard, which brought the enemy b3-

tween them and me. Filled the maintopsail and

edged two points to lead the enemy down, not

only to engage him to more advantage, but to lead

him from the Growler and Julia. He, however,

kept his wind until he completely se parated those
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He, however,

Be parated thost

reached the harbor on the lOth. This is the

result of two cruises, the first of which by

proper guidance might have decided in our

favour the superiority on the lake and con-

sequently in Canada."

We take leave of Commodore Chaunccy for

the present with these two striking instances

of his having (according to American writers

and official bulletins) chased the British com-

mander all around the lake.

The demonstration against Fort George is

. ^ very pithily described.
Demonstration against '

^ ,,xt lu- r
Fort Goorge by Sir by Veritas—"Nothing of
George iTevost. moment happened in the

centre division,t until joined by Sir George,

for a few days, when a grand demonstration

was displayed, by marching the enemy up the

hill, and down again, which resulted in satis-

fying him that nothing could be done to

dislodge the enemy." We might safely adopt

this description, for an examination into the

facts will ai.ord very little else to record.

Christie handles this subject very fairly, but

he is obliged to admit, after attempting a sort

two vessels from the rest of the squadron, ex
changed a few shot with this ship as he passed,

without injury to us, and made sail after our two
schooners. Tacked and stood after him. At 12

(midnight) finding that I must either separate

from the rest of the squadron, or relinquish the

hope of saving the two which had separatee I

reluctantly gave up the pursuit, rejoined the

squadron then to leeward, and formed the line on
the starboard tack. The firing was continued

between our two schooners and the enemy's fleet

until about one a.m., when, I presume, they were
o>~iiged to surrender to a force so much their

superior. Saw nothing more of the enemy that

night ; soon after daylight discovered them close

in with the north shore, with one of our schoon-

ers in tow, the other not to be seen. I presume
she may have been sunk. The enemy showed
no disposition to come down upon us, although

to windward, and blowing heavy from W. The
schooners labouring very nmch, I ordered two of

thj dullest to run into Niagara and anchor. The
gale increasing very much, and as I could not go
into Niagara with this ship, I determined to

run to Genesee Bay, as . a shelter for the small

vessels, and with the expectation of being able to

obtain provisions for the squadron, as we were all

nearly out, the Medusa and Oneida not having
a single day's on board when we arrived opposite

Genesee Bay. I found there was every pros-

pect of ihe gale's continuing, and if it did, I

could run to this place and provision the whole
Bquadrjn with more certainty, and nearly in the

t Veritas aUudes here co the event* which occurred
after Colouel Blshopp's death.

of an excuse for Sir George, that, " the pres-

tige which surrounded his military character

improved by the popularity he was acquiring

as a chu'f governor, had been s nsibly influ-

enced by his failure at Sackelt's - larbour, and
the present fruitless " demonstration " as (to

cover his second failure) ho termed it, dis-

pelled what little confidence in him, as

commander of the forces, the army, and those

in the country the best ablu to judge of his

abilities as such, previously entertained." The
only excuse that even Christie's good nature

could find was, that " the whole force in the

neighbourhood of Fort George, at that period,

did not exceed two thousand men, on an ex-
tended line while that of the enemy in Fort
George exceeded four tho'-'and." The sum
of the whole affair is that. Sir Geoigc (for

reasons best known to himself, as he has not
chosen to make them public) determined to

make an attack on Fort Georgo on the

24th August, and a movement was made for

an assault upon it. The British drove in the
pickets, several of which were taken, advanc-
ing to within a short distance of the enemy.

same time that I could at Genesee, admitting
that I cOiild obtain provisions at that place.
After bringing the breeze as far as Oswego, the
wind became light, inclining to a calm, which has
prolonged our passage to this day. I shall pro-
vision the squadron for five weeks, and proceed
up the lake tliis evening, and when I return again
I hope to be able to communicate more agreeable
news than this communication contains.
The loss of the Growler and Julia, in the man-

ner in which they have been lost, is mortifying
in the extreme ; and although their commanders
disobeyed my positive orders, I am willing to be-
lieve that it arose from an error ofjudgment and
excess of zeal to do more tiian was required of
them; thinking, probably, that the enemy in-
tended to bring us to a general action, they
thought, by gaining the wind of him they would
have it more in their power to injure and annoy
him than they could by forming to leeward of our
line. From what I have been able to discover of
the movements of the enemy, he has no intention
of engaging us, except he can get decidedly the
advantage of wind and weather, and as his ves-
sels in squadron sail better than our squadron, he
can always avoid an action ; unlesss I can gain
the wind and have sufficient daylight to bring
him to action before dark FU object is, evi»
dently, to harass us by night an^^cks, by which
means he thinks to cut off our small dull sailing
schooners in detail. Fortune has evidently fa-
vored him thus far. I hope that it will be my
turn next, and, although inferior in point of force,
I feel very confident of success.

I have the honor to be, Sir, very respectfully,
your most obedient aerront, IsajlO Chaumoet.
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The Americans, however, not having any

particular fancy for fighting where the odds

were only two to one, declined leaving their

entrenchments, and preferred keeping up a

•afe and quiet cannonade from the opposite

bank of the river. Sir George, then, (not

being General Brock) weighed the pros and

tons for an assault, and, unfortunately, forhis

own credit, decided that to risk an attempt on

this port, which was not of sufficient moment,

from its dilapidated condition, to compensate

the loss that an attack must entail, would be

neither prudent nor profitable. lie accord-

ingly, as Veritas has it, marched down the

hill again and returned to Kingston.

As a military commander. Sir George seems

to have lacked most sadly that very essential

quality, energy—his personal bravery, no one

(not even Veritas) has ever dared to impeach,

but still it seems to have been of a negative

character, and it is veiy evident that phreno-

logists would not have lascovered the organ

of combativeness to be very largely developed.

Christie bears very high testimony as to his

worth in his civil capacity. " To the moment

of his departure from the province, his popu-

larity with the people, as civil governor, re-

nuuned unabated. We are well satisfied at

being able to quote at least one favorable

opinion of Sir George, as Veritas is always

unjust, and we think that even James has

adopted the fashion of condemning Sir George

loo readily.

It is now necessary, in order to bring down
naval events on the ocean,

OndMof Commodore , ,, ,

BiOKerg with Congress to the same date as we
£2 President frigates

faave already reached with

«efei>ence to the flotillas on the lake, to visit

Boston, from which Commodore Rogers, in

the President, SKiled in company with the

Congress frigate, on th« Ist May, 1818. The

day after leaving port, the first opportunity of

4iq>]aying American prowess presented itself

In the shape of the British brig sioop Curlew.

thiff was, however, but a transient gleam of

good fortune, as the British vessel, according

to custom, ran away, and, "by knocking

t#»y the wedges of her masts, and using

'•ther means to improve her sailing," " escaped.

Captain Head considering, as we suppose, that

« British sloop of war was not quite a match, I

• Naval Chronicle, phee^tll.

single-handed, for two large American fri-

gates. Had Commodore Rogers commanded
the British sloop, he would doubtless have

brought to action and captured both. On
the 8lh, according to our authorities, "the

Congress, whether by intention or accident,

parted company."

A glorious opportunity was now presented

to Conmiodore Rogers, and eagerly seized by

him, of rivalling bis brother commanders in

" the chasing" (see Niles Register*) "and cap-

turing of British frigates." The American

commodore having the natural sagacity of his

countrymen for turning an honest penny, and

considering that honor and glory are but

names after all, and, to be enjoyed, require

prize money, directed his attention to the

homeward bound West India fleet. The com-

modore was, however, too late, and (misfor-

tunes never coming singly), he missed not

only the goodly freighted West India-men,

but also the (ipportunity (for which he of

course thirsted) of taking at the same time,

the Cumberland seventy-four. Captain Thomas

Baker. It is much to be regretted, on Com-

modore Rogers* account, that this happened,

as the Cumberland was a very fine vessel,

and a fast sailer, and would have been a very

desirable acquisition to the American fleet

About the 18th June, the disappointed com*

modore resolved to seize the "Dragon in its

lair," and steered towards the North Sea,

looking out keenly for any vessels bound ou^

wards from the St George's Channel; no

prize, however, fell in his way. As the

weather was now becoming warm, a cruise to

the northern latitudes could not fail to be

pleasant, e^ecially as there was a convoy of

some five-and-twenty or thirty sail from Arch-

angel to be intercepted, vrhich would unit*

profit with pleasure. It is a curious circum*

stance that, in high latitudes, from the 8i»U

of the atmosphere, objects appear doubii

their real size. It traa, no doubt, from thil

circumstance that the American commodor*

suffered himself to be chased from his statioa

by, as he thought, "a line of battle ship Slid

a frigate," but in reality by the thirty-two gua

frigate Alexandria, Captain Robert Gathear^

and sixteen-gun sloop Spitfire, Captain Jobi

"The brave Rogers is now employed h

Ihottting down Britiih ttgftteson the oeMXk"
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Ellis. Wo will take our account of this afTuir

from the same source as the Naval Chronicle,

viz., the logs of the two British ships, pre-

mising that the commodore had been in the

meantime joined by the Scourge. This is

proved by Conimodorc Rogers' letter to the

Naval board " at the time of meeting the ene-

my's- two ships, the privateer schooner

Scourge, of Nuw York, had joined company."'

We now give the extracts from the logs :

—

"On the 19th July, at 2h. 30ra. p.m., lati-

tude at noon 71 ® 52' north, longituds 20®

18' east, tho Alexandria and Sp'tfire, standing

south-east by south, with a light wind from

the northwaid, discovered a frigate and a large

schooner in the north-north east. The two

British ships immediately hauled up in chase,

and at 6h. 30m. p. m., tacked to the west north

west, making the Russian as well as Eng'ish

private signals. At 6h. 15m., tho President

and her consort, who had hitherto been stand

ing towards the two British ships, tacked from

them to the north-west, under all sail, followed

by the Alexandria and Spitfire. At Th. 30m.

p. v., the Spitfire was within Ave miles of the

President, who then bore from her north

-

north-west." If tho log of the Spitfire be

correct, and that vessel was actually within

four miles of the enemy, it would appear ex-

traordinary, but for the phenomenon we have

already adverted to, how the commodore

could have been deceived, especially as we

find it stated in the British logs that the light-

ness of the night and the clearness of the

atmosphere enabled them to keep sight of

their adversary. We will now take up the

account from the Naval Chronicle.

" On the 20th, at 4h. 80m, p. m., finding

that the Spitfire, as well as the President, was

gaining upon her, the Alexandria cut away

her bovver anchor. At 4h. 40m., the Scourge

parted company with the President, which

was now nearly hull down from the leading

British ship. A schooner being unworthy

game when a frigate was in sight, the Alex-

andria and Spitfire continued in pursuit of

the President."

"Their attention," says the commodore,

"was so much engrossed by the President,

that they permitted her (the Scourge) to

escape without taking any notice of her.

At 6 p. M., when the Alexandria bore from

the Spitfire full two miles south-south east.

tho President bore north, distant only six

miles. From this time the American frigate

continued gaining upon tho Spitfire until Ih.

10 m. p. M., on the 21st; when, thick weather

coming on, the latter lost sight both ofher con-

sort and her chase. The discharge of four guna

however, by the Alexandria, enabled the Spit-

fire to clo.se. The two British shipsagain making

sail, the sloop, at 2 h. 15 m. p. m., again got sight

of the President, in the west-south west, and

at 4 p. M. were once more within six miles of

her; which, says the commodore, "was quite

as near as was desirable." The chase con-

tinued during the remainder of the 21st, to

the advantage of the American frigate, until

8 A.M., on the 22d, when the Spitfire, a fourth

time, got within six miles of the President

;

wh> again, by the most strenuous efforts,

began increasing her distance.

At 6 p. M., when nearly hull-down from the

little persevering sloop, and quite out of sight

from the Alexandria, the President fired a,
gun, hoisted an American ensign at her peak,

and a commodore's broad pendant at her main,

and hauled upon a wind to the westward.

Captain Ellis continued gallantly to stand on,

until, at 6 h. 40 m. p. M., Captain Cathcart,

who was then eight miles in the east-north-

east of his consort, considerately signalled the

Spitfire to close. As soon as the latter had

done so, sail was again made ; and the chase

continued throughout that night, and until 10

A.M. on the 23d ; when the Pi'csident had run

completely out of sight of both " the line-of-

battle ship and the frigate," or, as an Ameri-

can historian says, of the "two line-of-battle-

ships,"* which had so long been pursuing

her.

Among the prisoners on board the Presi-

dent at the time of the chase, were the master

and mate of tho British snow Daphne, of

Whitby. According to the journal of these

men, published in the rcwspapcr.<?, they, as

well as many of the President's officers and

men, were convinced that the chasing ships

were a small frigate and a sloop of war. They

describe, in a ludicrous manner, the prepara-

tions on board the President, to resist the

attack of this formidable squadron. During

each of the three days a treble allowance of

grog was served out to the crew, and an im-

* Naval Monument, p. 230.



198 HISTORY OP THE WAR OF 1813.

I"
j

:

I* •

mense quantity of star, chain, and other kinds

of dismantling shot got upon deck, in readi-

ness for action. It appears also that when the

Eliza Svran whaler hove in sight a few days

afterwards, she was supposed to be a large

ship of war, and the ceremony with the grog

and dismantling shot was repeated. After a

very cautious approach on the part of the

President, the chase was discovered to be a

clump of a merchantman, and made prize of

accordingly.

American writers have blustered a good

deal about the invincibihty and gallant deeds

of their navy, and have enlarged most partic-

ularly on the events of this very cruise ; and

yet, when all the circumstances of the affair

are placed before the reader, what a contrast

is presented in the conduct of the pursuers

and pursued. Commodore Rogers admitted

that he was within five miles of his enemy,

and yet he dared to pretend that he mistook

a vessel of four hundred and twenty-two tons

for a large frigate, and (still more barefaced)

a small frigate of six hundred and sixty tons

for, what ? a line-of-battle ship ! 1 Brave as

Commodore Rogers miglit have been, it is

well for him that he did not belong to the

British service. Discretion is the better part

of valour, and is a most necessary quality for

a commander to possess, but, in the present

instance, prudence in the commodore appears

to have been somewhat akin to puisillanimity,

and with our severely dealing public, similar

conduct would have been rewarded, not with

a public dinner, but a court-martial, the sen-

tence of which would have been disgrace,

if not death. It may be considered a most

fortunate event for the two British command-

ers (Cathcart and Ellis) that the Alexandria,

from her bad sailing, prevented an encounter,

as the two vessels were no match for the

American frigate, even after making every

allowance for the difference of the command-

ers, and the engagement must have ended in

the capture or destruction of the British ves-

sels. Had this taken place, what an oppor-

tunity would have been afforded for magnilo-

quent effusions.

—

An American frigate cap-

tubing A LINE-OF BATTLE SHIP AND A FRIGATE.

Such would assuredly have been the most

modest version of the affair, if we may judge

by the capital that was made out of Commo-

dore Rogers' running away. Not a little dis-

mayed at his narrow escape. Commodore Ro-

gers "determined," says James, "to quit a

region where constant daylight afforded an

enemy so many advantages over him," we
therefore next find him more to the south-

ward, in a position where there was a favour-

able opportunity for intercepting the trade

bound for the Irish channel. Here he cruised

until again frightened from his station by a

report of a superior force seen in that region.

Running up the Channel then, and rounding

Ireland, he stood back to his own shores, and,

having succeeded in learning the stations of

the various British vessels, then cruising off

the American coast, from a small schooner

which he had captured, was enabled to run

safely into Newport, Rhode Island.

We have endeavored to give a fair and un-

prejudiced account of Commodore Rogers'

cruise, and we now propose to give a few

extracts from our old friend, the Washington

organ. The first statement runs thus :—" The

former," (the President,) "was reported to

have taken the British vessel Theseus, with

specie." {The Theseus is rated a serinty-four

in Steele's list.) The Thetis frigate mounts

thirty-eight guns and must be the vessel

alluded to. Two things are note worthy in

this paragraph, first, the insinuation respacting

the Theseus, secondly, the assertion, never

contradicted in regard to the Thetis. There

is very little doubt but that the impression

conveyed to the citizens of the United States

was that their pet hero Rogers had in all

probability captured a seventy-four—certainly

a frigate. Could impudence go further than

this? The next paragraph is still more

amusing—" It is announced officially that

Commodore Roge'S captured his B. M. brig

Cruizer of eightetm guns off the Shetland

Islands, the Obercn was in company but

escaped. It was calculated that Rogers had

done infinite damage lo the Greenland trade.

For a considerable time he has given full

employment to twenty or thirty ofthe enemy's

vessels of war, and if they do catch him, he

will cost them more than he will come to." A
postscript to this " bit of truth " goes on to

inform us that " he had arrived at Newport,

after cruizing all round and round the British

islands, though they have a thousand vessels

of war. It is said that he brought into port

a sloop of war, and one of H. M. schooners

i
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The Dominica
Decatur.

and

with twenty-nine merchantmen." Comment

on these statements is unnecessary, and so

truly absurd arc they that, lest we should be

suspected of following the example set to us

of misrepresenting, we must inform our

readers, that our extracts are to be found in

the fifih volume of Nile's Register.

The Congress after parting company cruised

about for a considerable time and then return-

ed to Portsmouth, New Hampshire, where

she was blockaded by the Tenedoa^ Captain

Parker, who used every means in his power

to provoke a meeting. The fate of the Chesa-

peake was not yet, however, forgotten, and

the government, mindful of the short career

of one thirty-six gun frigate, prudently dis-

armed and laid up the Congress shortly

afterwards.

The next event of importance was the

capture, August 5th, of

the Dominica schooner

by the Franco-American

privateer schooner Decatur, commanded by

Ihe celebrated Captain Dominique Dixon.*

The most discreditable par*; of this affair

appears, at first sight, to be the capture by a

privatier,but when it comes to be investigated,

it will be found that Lieutenant Barr«'te (the

commander) by his gallant conduct reflected

honor rather than disgrace upon the British

arms. The Dominica mounted twelve guns

and had on board fifty- seven mei.^ and nine

boys. The Decatur had the same number

of guns, with one hundred and twenty men,

and Captain Dixon, knowing the force opposed

to him, relied for success upon the arm in

which he was almost doubly superior, and

carried his opponent by boarding. The obsti-

nate resistance offered by the Dominica will

be best shown by the list of casualities. Out

of her total complement of sixty-six men and

boys, the captain, purser, two midshipmen,

and thirteen men were killed or mortally

wounded, and over forty severely or slightly

wounded. The loss of the Decatur was

nineteen men.

On the 12th ofthe same month, the Pelican,

ThePelicanandAnrus.
eighteen gun brig-sloop

arrived m the Cove of

Cork from a cruise, but before the sails were

furled. Captain Maples received instructions

to put to sea again in quest of an American

* See vol iv, page 268 of James' ^aval History,

sloop of war, which had been committing some

depredations in the St. George's Channel.

About day-break of the 14th, the Argus was

discovered separating from a ship which she

had just set on fire, and standing towards

several other merchantmen. The Pelican was

to windward and bore down under a press of

sail, the captain of the Argus appearing, by

his manoeuvres, to invite an engagement.

Captain Allen, the commander of the Argxts,

had been first lieutenant of the United States

when she captured the Macedonian, and had

repeatedly expressed his ability to whip any

British sloop with an Ame Mean of equal force,

in ten minutes. Let us n' w examine James'

statement of the compa* ative force of these

"anxious candidates Tor the laurel crown."

According to James, •' the Pelican mounted

the usual establishment of her class, sixteen

thirty-two pounder carroriades, two long sixes,

and a twelve pounder boat carronade. But
unfortunately. Captain Maples, when recently

at Jamaica, had received on board two brass

sixes." Having no broadside ports for them,

and unwilling to lower them into the hold as

ballast, he knocked out two stern ports and

mounted them there, "much to the annoyance,"

says James, "of the man at the helm, and

without contributing in the slightest degree to

the brig's actual force. The established comple-

ment of vessels of the Pelican's class was one

hundred and twenty men and boys, of this

ni iber she lacked the second lieutenant and

six men. The Argus mounted eighteen twenty-

four pound carronades with two long twelves,

her crew mustering one hundred and twenty-

five strong. The original force had amounted

to one hundred and fifty-seven, but thirty-two

had been dispatched in prizes.

At 6, A.M., the Argus opened her fire, and,

after a sharp action of some forty-five minutes

duration, was boarded and carried by thd

British sloop. The Pelican had one ^^•^nr^

killed and five wounded ; the Argus '•[^^ killed
and eighteen wounded. Araon'*

j,^ jj,g jjg^
^r

the mortally wounded were
'^.apt°ain Allen and

two midshipmen. Jame'"^ giygg the comparative
force thus :

—

Broadsidp
Pelican.

guns 9 . .

.

No- '^^
lbs 262...

jrew. (Men only.) . . 101 . .

.

Size tons 885. ...

Argui.

• •••••• Li}

223

123
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we give for two rensons. Firstly, to show the

difference of execution done in a close action,

where the weight of metal being the same on

both sides, the respective stoutness of the

timbers would bo tested, and secondly to

prove how ready Commodore Hull was to

make statements which he must have seen

wereuntrue. The British brig had upwards

of "one hundred men on board, for, "says

Captain Hull, I counted upwards of ninety

hammocks." Now if tho American public

did not know, Commodore Hull knew full

well that, in tho British service, every seaman

and marine has two hammo'^'s allowed himf

yet he was disingenuous cnuugh to pen a

statement which he knew, coming from a sort'

of pet hero, would produce an effect all over

the Union. Brave, Captain Hull may have

been—most unprincipled, this circumstance

clearly proves him ;o have been. We close

this chapter by giving in our notes Lieutenant

McCall's really modest, if not quite correct

letter,^ and with a few observations from

James on the difference of the carronades

used in the services.

'• The established armament of the Boxer

was ten carronades; and that number, with her

two six-pounders, was as many as the brig

could mount with effect or carry with ease.

But, when the Boxer was refllting at Halifax,

Captain BIyth obtained two additional carron-

ades : had he taken on board, instead of them,

twenty extra seamen, the Boxer would have

been a much more effective vessel. Against

the English ordinary carronnde, complaints

of guns it was well known the enemy were supe-

rior ; and the v ist difference of execution con-

firms (if conflrmance were wanted) the fact of the

high degree of superiority of our seameu in the

art of gunnery. And, above all ether considera-

tions, it proves that American tars are determined

to support their government, in a just war waged
In defence of their riglits.

—

Niks Register,

tJamcs Naval History.

:j;United States Brig " Enterprise,"

Portland, 7th September, 1813.

Sir,—Inconsequence of the unfortunate death

of Lieutenant-Commandant William Burrows, late

commander of this vessel, it devolves on me to

acquaint you with the result of the cruize. After

Bailing from Portsmouth on the Ist instant, we
Bteered to tho eajtward ; and on the mori.ing of

the 8rd, off Wood Island, discovered a schooner,

which we chased into this harbor, where we
anchored. On tbu morning of the 4tb, weighed

have always been made, for its lightness and

unsteadiiicss in action ; but tho American car-

ronadc of that calibre is much shorter in the

breech, and longer in tho muzzle : therefore it

heats more slowly, recoils less, and carries

farther. The same is the case, indeed wi'h all

the varieties of tho carronnde used by tho

Americans ; and they, in consequence derive

advantages in the employmentof that ordnance

not possessed by the English ; whose corron-

ades are notoriously the lightest and most in*

efficient of any in use. If tho English carron*

ade, especially of tho smaller calibres, had

anchor and swept out, and continued our course

to the eastward. Ilavinc; received information

of several privateers being off Manhagan, we
stood for that place ; and on the following morn-
ing, in the bay near Penguin Point, discovered a
brig getting under way, which appeared to be a
vessel of war, and to which we immediately gave
chase. Slie fired several guns ard stood for us,

having four ensigns hoisted. After reconnoiter-

ing and discovering her force, and the nation to

which she belonged, we hauled upon a wind to

stand out of the bay, and at three o'clock short-

ened sail, tacked to run down with an intention

to bring her to close action. At twenty minutes
after S P. M., when within half pistol shot, the

firing commenced from both, and after being
warmly kept up, and with some manceuvering,

the enemy hailed and said they had surrendered,

about 4 FM.— their colors being nailed to tht

masts, could not be hauled down. She proved to

bo his B. M. brig Boxer, of 14 guns. Samuel
Blvthe, Esq., commander, who fell in the enrly

part of the engagement, having received a can-

non shot through the body. And I am sorry to

add that Lieutenant Burrows, who had gallantly

led us into action, fell also about the same time

by a musket ball, which terminated his existence

in eight hours.

The Enterprise suffered much in spars and rig-

ging, and the Boxer in spars, rigging, and hull,

havinc many shots between wind and water.

t would be doing irjustice to the merit of Mr,
Tillinghast, second lieutenant, were I not to men-
tion the able assistance I received from him du-

ring the remainder of the engagement, by his

str'ct attention to his own division and other de-

partments. And of the officers and crew gene-
rally, I am happy to add, their cool and deter-

mined conduct have my warmest approbation

and applause.

As no muster roll that can be fully relied on
has come into my possession, I caimot exactly

state the number killed and wounded on board
the Boxer, but from information received from
the officers of that vessel, it appears there were
between twenty and twenty five killed, and four-

teen wounded. Enclosed is a list of the killed

nnd wounded on board the Enterprise. I have
tho honor to be, &c.

EDWARD R. M'CALL,
Senior Officer.
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displayed its imporfoctions, as these pages

have frequently shosvn tlmt the Ihirteon-inch

mortar was in the habit of doing, by bursting

after an hour or two's firing, the gun must

either have been improved in lorm, or thrown

out of the service. While on the subject of

carronades, wo may remark, that even the few

disadvantages in the carronade, which the

Americans have not been able entirely to obvi-

ate, they have managed to lessen, by using,

not only stouter, but double, brecchings; one

of which, in case the ring-bolt should draw,

is made to pa&J through the timber-head."

We may remark, in conclusion, that nj-no

of the praises lavished upon the tine brig

Boxer, could gain her a place among the

national vessels of the United States. She

was put up to auction, and sold as a merchant

brig ; for which service only, and that only

in time of peace, she was ever calculated.

1 I

s.*^^s.-v^-W\,

CHAPTER XIII.

\ti

•1

CONTENTS.

Capture of the " Growler " and " Eagle," Amer-

ican sloops.—Descent on posts on L.ike Cham'

plain.—Discrepancy between Christie and the

letters of Veritas.—Capture of British stores,

and affair of boats at Oananoque.

Lake Champlain, the scene which our history

„ ^ ... „ , now requires us to visit,
Capture ofthe (7»v)Mi7cr .. , , ^. „
and Eayle, American lies between the northern
""^'*

part of New York State

and Vermont. Generally narrow, and only

in one place widening out to a breadth of

some seventeen or eighteen miles, its mean

breadth may be estimated at about six or

seven miles, while its length is nearly seventy.

The river Richelieu, by which the waters

of the lake find an outlet to the St. Lawrence,

runs in a northerly direction, and is nearly

useless for the general purposes of navigation*

as the bed is full of shoals and rapids, which

extend nearly to the embouchure, where it

mingles its waters with those of the St.

Lawrence. This lake belongs to the United

States, as (according to James) " the line of

demarcation, owing to the ignorance or

pusillanimity of the British commissioners

employed in 1783, intersected the Richelieu,

at the distance of several miles down its

course from the lake. The Canadians are,

therefore, not only shut out from the lake, but

from all water communication with their own

territory_borderlng on Missisquoi bay, formed

by a tongue of land to the eastward. This

inconvenience," continues James, " Canadians

filly experienced, during the continuance of

the several embargoes that preceded the war,

when the American gun-boats, stationed at

the foot of the lake, prevented the rails of

timber from being floated out of the bay, for

passage down the river."

This command of the lake, and particularly

the point of junction of the lake and river,

was of material service to the Americans, and

a battery at Rouse's point would have effect-

ually prevented the passage of any flotilla

that the British might have desired to con-

struct for service on Champlain. The sole

military post held by the British in that

neighbourhood was Isle aux Noix, " a small

island, containing only eighty-five acres,

situate on the Richelieu, and distant about ten

miles from the boundary line." On this island

were some small forts and a few block-houses

at various points. These defences were

garrisoned by detachments from the 13th and

101st regiments, under the command ofM^jor

Taylor ; a small detachment of artillery was

also stationed there. Three gun-boats, built

at Quebec, and transported over land, repre-

sented the British naval force in that quarter.

The Americans with more foresight and,

perhaps, from greater facilities, had, soon

after the commencement of the war, armed

and equipped several vessels in order to ensure
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) war, armed

:der to ensure

the command of Lake Champlain. Desirous,

we suppose of reconnoitring, perhaps with a

view of demolishing the fortifications at Isle

aux Noix, Lieutenant Sidney Smith with two

sloops, manned by seamen from the Atlantic

boaril, presented themselves on the Ist June

off Isle aux Noix. Col. Vaylor immediately

took such measures as resulted in the capture

of both. Major Taylor's official letter to

General Stovin is short enough to incorporate

with our text, and, giving a simple unadorned

statement, may bo relied on.

Isle Aux Noix.

Sir,—In the absence of Lieutenant-Colonel

Hamilton, I have the honor to acquaint you

that one of the enemy's armed vessels was

discerned from the garrison, at half-past four

o'clock this morning, when I judged it expe-

dient to order the three gnn-boats under

weigh; and before they reached the point

above the garrison, another vessel appeared

in sight, when the gnn-boats commenced fir-

ing. Observing the vessels to be near enough

the shore for musketry, I ordered the crews

of the batteaux and row-boats (which I took

with me from the garrison to act according to

circumstances) to land on each side of the

river, and take a positi )n to rake the vessels

;

the firing was briskly kept up on both sides

;

(he enemy, with small arms and grape-shot

occasionally. Near the close of the action, an

express came off to me in a canoe, with intel-

ligence that more armed vessels wero ap-

proaching, and about three thousand men
from the enemy's line, by land. On this in-

formation, I returned to put the garrison in

the best order for their reception, leaving di-

rections with the gun boats and parties, not

to suffer their retreat to be cut off from it

;

and before I reached the garrison, the enemy's

vessels struck their colours, after a well-con-

tested action of three hours and a half. They

proved to be the United States' armed vessels

Growler and Eagle, burthen from ninety to

one hundred tons, and carrying eleven guns

each ; between them, twelve, eighteen, and six-

teen pounder carronades ; completely equip-

ped under the orders of the superior officer of

the Growler, Captain Sidney Smith, with a

complement of fifty men each. They had one

man killed and eight wounded ; we had only

three men wounded, one of them severely,

from the enemy's grape-shot on the parties

on shore. The alacrity of the gnrri«on on

this occasion calls forth my warmest /ipproba-

tion. Ensigns Dawson, Gibbons, and Hum-
phreys, and acting Quarter-master Pilkington,

and men, of the 100th (Prince Regent's) re

giment, and Lieutenant Lowe of the marine

department, with three gunners of the artil-

lery to each boat, behived with tlie greatest

gallantry; I am particularly indebted to

Captain Gordon of the royal artillery, and

Lieutenant Williams, with the parties of the

100th regiment on shore, who materinlly con-

tributed to the surrender of the enemy. The
Growler has arrived at the garrison in good

order, and is ai^-rcntly a fine vessel, and the

boats are employed in getting off the Eagle,

which was run aground to prevent her sink-

ing. I have hopes she will bo saved, but in

the meantime have had her dismantled and

her guns and stores brought to the garrison.

Ensign Dawson, of the 100th regiment, a most

intelligent officer, will have the honor of de-

livering you this.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

Geokoe Taylor, Major, 100th regt.

Major-general Stovin,

Commanding at Chambly.

A great blow was inflicted by this capture

on the enemy, and it did much to check the

intention of invasion from that quarter. It

has beenKhown that the two American vessels

wero of considerable tonnage and strength,

and it was deemed advisable, as their capture

now afforded an opportunity for immediate

effectual operations on Champlain, not to let

the chance pass unprofited by. Whether

venturing so far down a river, where it was

so narrow as scarcely to afford room for man-

oeuvring (even with the intention we have

already alluded to) was strictly prudent, we
leave to abler tacticians to decide. We can-

not, however, but agree with Christie, that

had not the commanders been young and in-

experienced men, they would scarcely have

undertaken a step which ended so disastrous-

ly, and has been generally regarded in the

light of a piece of idle bravado.

Whatever might have been the intentions

of the American commanders, the effect of

their capture was to leave the hospitals,

stores, and barracks, which they had been at

considerable pains in erecting at different

points at Burlington, Plattsburg, Champlain,
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and Hwanton, compnrntively aMailable, and

the cntninnndor of tho forces determined to

add to th_ lilow aln>ndy inflicted, by such n

deRccnt as would at onco damage tlio enemy

and divert their attention from the Upper

Province.

Donernt on
uoHtHoii |,ako
L'haiu|iluiii.

The two captured vessels

were named the Broke and

Shannon, changed aflcrwards

by Admiralty order to Chubb and Finch, and

it was determined to man them—This, how-

ever, appeared at first an impossibility, as

there were no seamen to bo procured at or near

Isle aux Noix, and none could bo spared from

the small Ontario fleet In this emergeney.

the commander of Her Majesty's brig. Wasp,

then lying at Quebec, volunteered for tho ex-

pedition, which was to deprive commodore
McDonough the American Naval Comman-
der of his supremacy.

All preparations having been completed,

on the 29th July the expedition left Isle nux

Noix for Lake Champlain. The force put in

motion was about one thousand strong, con-

sisting of detachments from the 18th, 100th,

and 103 regiments, commanded respectively

by lieutenant colonels Williams, Taylor and

Smith. A small artillery force under Cap
tain Gordon, and a few of the embodied mili-

tia were likewise added, and the whole placed

under Lieut -Colonel John Murray. The suc-

cess of the expedition was complete, and a

landing was effected successively at Platts-

bargh, Burlington, Swanton, and Champlain,

several store houses and arsenals, and some

vessels being destroyed, while large quan-

tities of naval and military stores were cap-

tured and removed. " Ail this, too, was ef-

fected in presence of a very superior force,

and with scarcely a show of resistance, al-

though the enemy numbered fifteen hundred

at Plattsburgh, under General Moore, while

Gen. Hamptton was encamped near Burling-

ton, with, as it has been estimated, nearly

four thousand men. Colonel Murray's letter,

which follows, will show what was accom-

plished, and the two letters from Captain

Evei-ard, (commander of the Wasp,) and

Commodore McDonough, will sptak for them-

selves. Had Commodore McDonough been re-

ally as anxious as he professed to be, his supe-

rior force could easily baveprevented the small

British force from effecting tho injury thoy

did, and had it not even been possible to pr».

vent all injury, at least the spoiler's return

might have been prevented ; wo give these

letters in their regular order, as enumerated

above.

From TAeutenant-eolonel Murray to Major'

general Shenffe.

Isle aux Noix, August 3d, 1813.

Sir,

Tho land forces of the expedition thai

left the province on the 29th July, on an en-

terprise on Lake Champlain, returned this

day, after having fully accomplished tho ob-

jects proposed, and having carried every or-

der into execution.

The enemy's arsenal and block-house, com-

missary buildings, and stores at the position

of Plattsburgh, together with tho extensive

barracks at Saranac, capable of containing

4000 troops, were destroyed; some stores

were brought off, particularly a quantity of

naval stores, shot, and equipments for a large

number of batteaux. Tho barracks and stores

at the position of Swanton, on Missisquoi

Bay, together with several batteaux at the

landing place were destroyed.

A detachment has been sent to destroy the

public buildings, barracks, block-houses, &c.,

at Champlaintown. Every assistance was

rendered by tho co-operation of captains

Evcrard and Pring, Royal Navy, commanding

His Majesty's sloops of war, Broke and Shan-

non.

I experienced very great benefit from the

military knowledge of lieutenant-colonel Wil»

liams, (18th regiment, second in command.)

I have to report, in tho highest terms of ap*

probation, the discipline, regularity, and

cheerful conduct of the whole of the troops,

and feel fully confident that, had an opportu-

nity offered, their courage would have been

equally conspicuous.

General Hampton has concentrated the

whole of the regular forces in the vicinity of

Lake Champlain, at Burlington, from the

best information, said to be about 4500 re-

gular troops, and a large body of militia.

The militia force assembled for the defence

of Plattsburgh, disbanded on the appearance

of the armament The naval part of the ex-

pedition is still cruising on the lake. For

any further information, I beg leave to refer
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you to your aide-de-camp, Captain Loring, and

the bearer of ibis dispatch.

I have, &c.

J. MURRAY, Liout..col

To Mnjor Rcn. Sir II. II. SiicaUb,

&.C., &c., SiC.

From cnptain Kverard to Sir Ocorge Prevoat.

His Majesty's sloop Hroke, Lake

Champluin, August 8d, 1813.

Sib,

Mnjor-gcnoral OlnsRow has apprised your

excellency of my repairing, with a party of

officers and seamen, to man tho sloops and

gun-boats at Isle aux Noix, in consequence

of your letter of tho 4th ultimo, addressed to

tho senior ofllcer of His Majesty's ship at

Quebec, stating it to be of great importance

to tho public service, that nn attempt should

be made, to alarm tho enemy en the Mon-

treal frontier, &c. ; and agreeably to your

wish that I should communicate any thing

interesting that might occur, I have the ho-

nor to acquaint you, that tho object for which

the corps under tho command of lieutenant

colonel Murray had been detached, having

been fully accomplished, by the destruction

of the enemy's block-house, arsenal, barracks,

and public Btore-houscs remaining on the

west side of tho lako boyond Plattsburg, I

itood ovei' to Burlington with the Shannon

and the gun-boat, to observe the stato of the

enemy's force there, and to afford him an op-

portunity of deciding tho naval superiority of

the lake. We were close in, on the forenoon

of the 2nd, and found two sloops of about

100 tons burthen, one armed with 11 guns,

the other 13, ready for sea, a third sloop,

(somewhat larger,) lying under the protection

of 10 guns, mounted on a bank of 100 feet

high, without a breast-work, two scows,

mounting one gun each as floating batteries,

and several field pieces on the shore. Hav-

ing captured and destroyed four vessels, with-

out any attempt on the part of the enemy's

armed vessels to prevent it, and sedng no

|>rospect of inducing him to quit his position,

whwe it was impossible for us to attack him,

I am now retumiag to execute my origind

^prden.

I have the honor to be, &a,

THOMAS EVERARD
Ownnander of His Migcsty's sloop, Wasp.

Ueut^en. Sur Q. Prevost, Bart.,

From C'ommoilort Macdonourih to the American

Srvretari/ of t/10 iV<ii'i/.

United Slates' sloop President, near

Plattsburg, Sept. i>, 1818.

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you, tlint I ar-

rived here yesterdf.y from near the lines,

having sailed front lturlin(;;ton on the Uth in-

Htant, with an intention to fall in with the

enemy, who were then near this place.

Having proceeded to within a sl\ort disinnco

of the lines, I received inrorinalion that the

enemy were nt anchor ; soon after, they

weighed and stood to the northward out of

tho lake—thus, if not ocknowlciiging our

ascendancy on tho lake,evincingan unwilling-

ness (although they had tho advantage of

situation, owing to the narrowness of the chan-

nel in which their galleys could work, when
\vc should want room) to determine it.

I have tho honor to be, &c.

TIIOS. MACDONOUGII.
lion. W. Jones, sec. of tho navy.

Lest wo should be suspected of exaggera-

tion, and, in truth, it is ditlicult to comprehend

how a superior force should tamely submit to

have their arsenals and public store-houses

destroyed before their eyes, without even an
attempt at resistance—we give an extract from

the Washington official organ, which fully cor-

roborates our statements as to the Ameriean

force :
—" From Lake Champlain. Our naval

force sailed down the lake towards the enemy^
lino, and returned to Burlington, at whioh

place tbt:re were then collected fine thouaand

regular troops under General Hampton. Two
thousand more were on their march, imme>

diately expected from the Western States

The Plattsburg paper confirms all the at^

counts of the vranton barbarities of theenemy

in that place, and add* considerably to tk$

amount of depredations."

It is neither the custom of the Amerioaot

to overstate their force, nor to allow the «U^

mage to them to be overrated ; we conteod|

therefore that the above extract fully coofinns

all our statements relative to the affturs oo

Lake Champlain. With respect to depreda-

tions, we have only to remind the reader of

the occurrences that took place at York; and,

as we proceed in our narration, it will ba

shown that, whatever i^parent acts ofseverity

were committed by the British, they wart
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strictly retaliatorv ; and we will further prove

by Ingersoll's admission that they were not

undeserved.

Tiierc is a very great discrepancy between

_. ,
Christie and Veritas, on

I)ispr('i)aiirv bi'twc-on
. - ,• c

Cliiisiii'iuKl Uiolottii's the point of suppli .s for
ofVmtas.

^,^^ troops. Veritas

writes, "In my lost number, I stated, that at

one time, in autumn, 1813, our troops at

Kingston had not seven days' subsistence.

Those at Prescott and Fort Wellington were

nearly in a similar situation.

" This was in a great measure owing lo a

combination of persons, either in the pay of

Madison or gratuitously promoting his ser-

vice. They effected their own purpose, partly

by their own example, or by operating on the

avarice of the well-aflected, by persuading

them to withhold supplies so as to get exces-

sive prices. This was the ostensible pretext; but

the real motive was to disconcert our military

operations, by starving the troops, at the

time of the expected invasion, by the forces

collecting at Sackett's Harbour."

What says Christie on the same subject,

and in reference to the same date. "The

army acting upon '.e extensive line of opera-

tions along the frontiers of Upper and Lower

Canada, (at the lowest computation one thou-

sand miles from Lake Champlain to Michili-

macinac), was, by the able arrangements of

Commissary General Sir W. H. Robinson, and

the unwearied exertions of the department

under his directions, copiously supplied at

every point with provisions and commissariat

Stores of all descriptions."

Now, which of these statements is the cor-

rect one ? We are inclined to adopt neither.

With regard to the statement of Veritas, that

interested parties were disposed to hold their

stores, in hopes of commanding higher prices,

we think it extremely probable ; but we are

disposed to reject his assumption that it was

done to embarrass the movements ofour troops

and to assist the enemy.

The spirit that prcvailea throughout the

country, and which enabled our militia to

sustain hardships of every description, was

too patent, too rife, to permit such a course of

action. Had Canadians exhibited a discon-

tented spirit, had the slightest evidences of

disaffection been apparent, then there might

have been grounds for Veritas's supposition, I

for supposition wo must call it, as his state-

ment is unsupported by any proof that is

satisfactory to us. We cannot help ascribing

this charge of Veritas to a desire to make an

attack even by a side wind, on Sir Geo. Pro-

vost ; and vre think that the extract we now
give will bear us out in the assertion.

To counteract this nefarious plot, it ncnamo

indispensably necessary to proclaim a niodified

Martial Law; and in consequence, provisions and

forage were taken from the farmers, without their

consent ; but at very liberal and indeed very

high prices, fixed by the Magistrates; the one

half of which they would now be happy to got.

Many who were duped by the arts of the disaffect-

ed, now feel compunction and sorrow at their

folly.

This measure created complaints, >vhich were

artifully laid hold of by a Junto of disaffected

persons, but self styled patriots, who seeing their

object likely to be defeated by this prompt and

decided measure, became furious in their denun-

ciations against the military in general, but es-

pecially General De Rottenburgh and Lieutenant

Colonel Pearson, who then coiomandcd at

Prc3Cot.

The Chief of this Junto, was a man who had

quitted Presc* t the moment he heard of war

being declared, and resided at Montreal, either

from cowardice, ir as considering it to afford a

wider field for exertions favorable to the views of

the enemy. Ho began his career by libelling

every class in this community, and afterwards

attacked the officers aforesaid, for doing their

duty, in a periodical essay, under the signature

of the "Anti-Jacobin," which was at first publish-

ed in the Courant, but the Editor getting alarmed,

at the abusive matter it contained ; the work was

taken up by a wretched paper called the Spec-

tateur, that had commenced operations upon a

congenial plan.

This paper yet continues, but is dwindling into

deserved insignificance. The Anti Jacobin has for

eonie time dropped his signature, but occasionally

deigns to enlighten his fellow subjects with the

fruits of his brain, under anonymous signatures, or

under the mask of editorial remarks.

It wOv'ld occupy too large a space, too enter into

a tormal discussion of the question about the

right or declaring Martial Law, and therefore I

shall content myself with observing, that to argue

that such a power can In no case be exercised with-

out a previoui Legislative Act, is as absurd as to

say, that an individual has not the right of self-

preservation if attacked, but must, 'instead of de-

fending himself apply to the civil magistrate for
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before he can obtain that protection.

"General law:* apply to ordinary cases, but there

are casos that nMiuirc extraordinary and prompt

remedies. Rebellion or invasion assuredly come

within the latter class, and du'lh; the existence

of either of them, or absolute ' :iger thereof,

martial-Iiiw may be constitutionally proclaimed

by the Sovereign or liis Representative; and to

do so, may lie as indispensable to the safety of the

state, as the instant application of personal force

to the preservation of an individual when attack-

ed.

" That the application of the power aforesaid

was not made upon trivial occasion, is manitest

;

for the question was reduced to this.—Shall the

army be starved at the time the enemy is known

to be prepared for, and determined upon immed-

iate invasion ? or shall an authority be exercised

to defeat the plots of the disaffected, and thereby

save the province against that invasion ? So

certainly will every honest and loyal man say yes

to the second part of the qu<;5lion, that I venture

to assert, that in such a predicament had the

officer at the head of the Government, been so

neglectful of his duty, as to be dismayed into

inaction, by democratic clamour or threats, he

would have deserved condign punishment.

" Gener.!.! De Rottenburg, I conceive, was per-

fectly justified in what be did, from the necessi-

ty of the case, and Lieutenant Colonel Pearson

in obeying his orders, was also so ; and I have

been astonished to learn, that Sir George Prevost,

upon finding that the Lieut. Colonel was daily

abused and threatened with prosecutions and

persecutions by the disaffected Junto, for his zeal

ia executing his orders about subsisting the

troops, cooly observed, that if he had got into a

scrape, let him get out of it the best way he can.

Sir George's duty was to have enquired whether

the Lieut. Colonel liad acted frotn corrupt motives

or from zeal in a necessary measure, and if the

latter, it was incumbent upon the commander ot

the Forces to have supported him.

" I have a right to ascribe the conduct of the

Junto to disaffection ; for what good subject,

vhen the enemy was at the door, would have

taken measures to palsy our means of defence.

To give aid to the enemy, is treaon, and what

nore sfllcient aid could be given, than, what I

have mentioned. It only wanted proof, of a cor-

respondence with the enemy, respecting those

proceedings, to have made those concerned there-

ia, punishable for High Treason."

We think the reader will fail to discover in

this extract any proof of Veritas' nssurnption,

and we repeat that we can see little tnoro in

it than a desire to attach some odium to Sir

George Prevost.

We will admit that cases did exist of short-

commons for the troops. (Jciieral Proctor's

force, for inr.tancc, was at this very time suf-

fering for want of provisions; but tliis, when
we come to inquire into the cause, was owing
to the great numbers of Indians who, having

forsaken their hunting grounds and usual oc-

cupations, looked for subsistence foi them-
selves and families to the English commissa-
riat. Had there bceri no Indians to feed,

Proctor would not have required more provi-

sions than could have been easily supplied to

him. But, allowing that this and other cases

did exist, wc still ask for the proof of the ani-

mus which caused the deficiency.

Man is naturally selfish, and it would bo
diflBcult to find any family, not to spea'.. of

nations, where some member ormcmb( '^ of it

were not actuated by selfish or interested views.

Is it to be wondered at, then, that instances

occurred, during the war, of parties desiring to

drive a bargain with government for their in-

dividual benefit? And if there were such, does

it necessarily follow that their proceedings

were influenced by treasonable motives ?

Instances are daily occurring at the present

day, and complaints are constantly made, es-

pecially on foreign service, of the bad qcality

of beef supplied to the troops ; but does it

follow that because the contractors wish to-

make as much as they can out of their con-

tract, that they are in league with Louis Na-
po'eon or the C-ar, to reduce the stamina of

the British soldier, so as to render mm dis-

contented, or, from sheer weakness, unfitted

to resist any future invasion that may be

meditated, by either of these Potentates, at

some future period ?

Without adopting all Christie's statement,

we are yet inclined to attach much more
value to it, than to that of Veritas, especially

as far as relates to the victualling department.

Hardships the men had to suffer from want of

tents, blankets, clothing, &c. ; but the priva-

tions were borne with a cheerful spirit, which

did honor to the Canadian soldier, and euLbled

him to repulse au enemy overwhelmingly su-

perior in point of numbers.
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11

Captife of British
Rtoros, and all'air of
boats at Gananoquc.

Before leaving, for busier scenes in the

west, these waters, we

roust not omit to men-

tion a trivial event,

which, !iko many others of like importance,

has been not a little magnified by American

historians. Two boats belonging to Commo-

dore Chauncey's squadron, mounting one gun

each, and manned by about seventy men,

captured a British one gun boat, along with

her convoy,consisting of fifteen batteaux, laden

with two hundred and thirty barrels of pork,

and three hundred bags of bread, bound from

Montreal to Kingston, for the relief, we pre-

sume, of the troops whom Veritas has de-

scribed as suffering so much from the machi-

nations of unpatriotic and designing men.

The number of prisoners, nine of them sail-

ors, amounted to sixty-seven.

No sooner was intelligence conveyed to

Kingston than three gun-boats, under the

command of Lieutenant Scott, R.N., with a

detachment of the 100th regiment under Capt.

Martin, were despatched to intercept the

Americans, as well as to recapture the convoy.

This turned out an unfortunate affair ; it was

too late, when the British discovered the

enemy, to attack them that day (17th or 18th

of July); the attack was accordingly post-

poned, and early on the next morning the

British, who had been, in the meantime, rein-

forced by another gun-boat, and a detach-

ment of the 41st under Major Frend, ascended

Goose Creek in pursuit. The passage up the

Creek was, however, obstructed by trees that

had been felled and laid across, and the

swampy nature of the ground rendered the

landing of the troops "ery difficult ; the con-

sequence was, that the expedition returned

without success, having lost, principally in

their endeavours to land, five men, besides

having seventeen wounded. Amongst the

killed was Captain Milne, one of Sir George

Prevost's aides-de-camp, who had just arrived

from head quarters to gain intelligence of the

expedition. The American !oss is nowhere

to be found ; but, as might be expected, the

British loss is set forth by the veracious Ame-

rican historians, as amounting to sixty or

seventy killed, witu a commensurate number

of wounded.

I f-

lU

H^|^x^^^/^«^/H
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CHAPTER XIV.

Situation, of General

Proctor in the west.

COMTKNTS.

Sitaation of General Proctor in the west.—Con-

eequnnces of Perry's victory.—Diecussion rela-

tive to tlie afifur at the Horavian town.

For some time before the expedition against

Fort Meigs and Fort

Stephenson, of which

the result was so dis-

astrous, General Proctor had found himself

seriously embarrassed by the difiBculty of

finding food for the large number of Indians

who had flocked to hij standard. The stores

of provisions along the Detroit, which would

have amply sufficed for the demand of his own

troops, and even of the Indian warriors, were

soon exhausted by the necessity of providing

food, as well for these claimants, as for the

families of the Indltas. Other circumstances,

too, coAspired to increase the difficulty : the

absence of the militia from their homes had

materially diminished the supply to be ex-

pected from the spring crops, as these had,

in a great measure been neglected. The

American command of the lake precluded all

hope of supplies by water, and transportation

ofstores by land, adequate to meet the demand,

was altogether out of the question. The only

hope, then, lay in the arrival of such reinforce*

ments from the Lake Ontario fleet as \rould

enable Captain Barclay to open the navigation

of the lake to the British. The expectation of

all was directed to this point, but neither

guns nor men appeared, meanwhile the ext-

g«n«e became hourly more pressing. Tbe

14

Detroit was, however, launched, the forts

were dismantled to meet the emergency, and

these lumbering gi-ns were fitted in the best

manner possible to suit the porta of the

Detivit, or as we should rather have said tbe

ports were fitted to receive the guns. To

complete still farther this botching business,

the other four vessels were stripped of part of

their armament to complete the equipment

of the Detroit. Fifty seamen had arrived

from Ontario to man the five vessels, with an

intimation that no further assistance could be

aflbrdcd, consequently, General Proctor was

compelled to complete the manning of tbe

fleet by a detachment of the 41st regimeLt

With a fleet manned and armed in this

manner. Captain Barclay found himself com-

pelled by the pressure of circumstances

to sally forth upon the lake on the 9th

September, to meet a well-provided and

almost doubly superior force. The result

may be easily anticipated, on the morning of

the 10th, the fleets met, and after a bloody

and hard struggle, during which, in spite of

of all advantages, victory seemed to declare

herself on the side of the British, the whole

British squadron was captured—Captain Bar-

clay's letter gives a truthful account of tbe

affitir.

His Mi\jesty's late Ship Detroit,

Put-in Bay, Lake Erie, Sept 22d.

Sir,—The last letter I had the honor of

writing to you, dated the 6tb instant, I k*

forni^ you, that unless certain intimati«o
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was received ofmore seamen on their way to

Amherstburg, I should be obliged to sail

with the squadron, deplorably manned as

It was, to fight the enemy (who blockaded

the port,) to enable us to get supplies of pro-

visions and stores of every description ; so

perfectly destitute of provisions was the port,

that there was not a day's flour in the store,

and the squadron under my command were

on half allowance of many things, and when
that was done there was no more. Such

were the motives which induced Major-gene-

ral Proctor (whom by your instructions I was

directed to consult, and whose wishes I was

enjoined to execute, as far as related to the

good of the country,) to concur in the neces-

sity of a battle being risked under the many
disadvantages which I laboured, and it now
remains for me, a most m' lancholy task, to

reltte to you the unfortunate issue of that

battle, as well as the many untoward circum-

stances that led to the event. No intelli-

gence of seamen having arrived, I sailed on

the 9th instant, fully expecting to meet the

enemy next morning, as they had been seen

among the islands; nor was I mistaken;

soon after daylight they were seen in motion

in Put-in-bay, the wind was then at S. W.
and light, giving us the weather-gage. I

bore up for them, in hopes of bringing

them to action among the islands, but that

jV.Lention was soon frustrated, by the wind

suddenly shifting to the south-east, which

brought the enemy directly to windward. The

line was formed according to a given plan, so

that each ship might be supported against

the superior force of the two brigs opposed

to them. About ton the enemy had cleared

the islands, and immediately bore up, under

easy sail, in a line abreast, each brig being

also Lapported by the sms.ll vessels. At a

quarter before twelve I commenced the ac-

tion, by giving a few long guns ; about a

quarter past, the American Commodore, also

supported by tro schooners, one carrying

four long twelve-nounders, the other a long 32

and 24 pounder, came to close action with

the Detroit ; the other a brig of the enemy,

apparently destined to engage the Queen

Charlotte, supported in like manner by two

schooners, k pt so far to windward as to ren-

der the Qneen Charlotte's 20-pounder carron-

ades useless, while she was with the Lady

Prevost, ex tsed to the heavy and destruc-

tive fire of the Caledonia and four other

schooners, armed with long and heavy guns,

like those I have already described. Too

soon, alas I was I deprived of the services of

the noble and intrepid Captain Finnis, who
soon after the commencement of the action

fell, and with him fell my greatest support

:

soon after. Lieutenant Stokoe of the Queen

Charlotte, was struck senseless by a splinter,

which deprived the whole country of his ser-

vice at this very critical period. Provincial

Lieutenant Irvine, who then had charge of

the Queen Charlotte, behaved with great

courage, but his experience was much too

limited to supply the place of such an officer

as Captain Finnis, hence she proved of far

less assistance than I expected.

The action continued with great fury until

halfpast two, when I perceived my opponent

drop astern, and a boat passing from him to

the Niagara (which vessel was at this time

perfectly fresh,) the American commodore,

seeing that as yet the day was against him,

(his vessel having struck soon after he left

her,) and also the very defenceless state of

the Detroit, which ship was now a perfect

wreck, principally from the raking fire of the

gun boats, and also that the Queen Charlotte

was in such a situation that I could receive

very little assistance from her, and the Lady

Prevost being at this time too far to leeward

from her rudder being injured, made a noble

and alas ! too successful an effort to regain it,

*or he bore up, and, supported by his small

vessels, poised within pistol shot, and took a

raking position on our bow ; nor could I pre-

vent it, as the unfortunate situation of the

Queen Charlotte prevented us from wearing

;

in attempting it wo fell on board her. liy

gallant Lieutenant Garland was now mortally

wounded, and myself so severely, that I was

obliged to leave deck. Manned as the squad*

ron was, with not more than fifty British sea-

men, the rest a mi .ed crew of Canadians

and soldiers, who were totally unacquainted

with such service, rendered the losb of officers

more sensibly felt, and never in any action

was the loss more severe; every officer

commanding vessels, and their seconds, were

either killed or wounded so severely, as to bo

unable to keep the deck. Lieut Buchan, of

the Lady PteTost, behaved most nobly, and
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did everything which a brave and experienced

officer could do in a vessel armed with twelve-

pound carronadcs, against vessels carrying

long guns. I regret to state that he was

severely wounded. Lieut. Bignall, of the

Dover, commanding the Hunter, displayed the

greatest intrepidity ; but his guns being small

(two, four, and six pounders) ho could be of

much less service than he wished. Every

officer in the Detroit, behaved in the most ex-

emplary manner. Lieut. Inglis showed such

calm intrepidity, that I was fully convinced

that, on leaving the deck, I left the ship

in excellent hands ; and for an account

of the battle, after that, I refer you to

his letter which he wrote me, for your in-

formation.

Mr Hoffmeister, purser of the Detroit, nobly

volunteered his services on deck, and behaved

in a manner that reflects the highest credit

on him. I regret to add, that he is very se-

verely wounded in the knee. Provincial Lient.

Purvis, and the military officers, Lieutenants

Garden, of the Royal Newfoundland Rangers,

and O'Keefe, of the 41st regiment, behaved in

a manner which excited my warmest appro-

bation; the few British seamen I had behaved

with their usual intrepidity, and as long as I

was on deck, the troops behaved with a calm-

ness and courage worthy of a more fortunate

issue to their exertions.

The weather-gage gave the enemy a prodi-

gious advantage, as it enabled them not only

to choose their position, but their distance

also, which they did in such a manner as to

prevent the carronades of the Queen Char-

lotte and Lady Prevost from having much
effect ; while their long guns did great

execution, particularly against the Queen
Charlotte. Capt Perry has behaved in a

most hi'mane and attentive manner, not only

to myself and officers, but to all the wounded.

I trust that although unsuccessful, you will

approve of the motives that induced me to sail

under so many disadvantages, and that it may
be hereafter proved that under such cirv.-im-

Rtances, the honor of his Miyesty's flag has

not been tarnished. I enclose the list of kil-

led and wounded.

I have the honor to be &c
(Signed)

R. H. Barclay, Commander,

and late Senior officer.

In our notes,* Commodore Perry's official

letter will be found. This letter we have

very little fault to find with, except that it

contains no allusion whatever to the bravery

evinced by Capt. Barclay and his very inferior

force. This inferiority will at once bo seen

when we give the weight of metal thrown by
the American guns, and their number of

men, in opposition to the Britsh force.

Americans. British.

Weight of metal. . . .lbs 928 450

No. of men 580 345

Commodore Perry's acknowledgment of

this circumstance, although it might have

lessened somewhat his claim to a Nelsonic

* U. S. Schr. Ariel, Put-in-Bay,13th Sept. 1818.
Sir,—la my last, I informed you that we had

captured the enemy's fleet, on this lake. I have
now the honor to give y "^u the most important
particulars of the action :—On the morning of the
10th instant, at sun-rise, they were discovered
from Put-in-Bay, where I lay at anchor, with the
squadron under my command. Wo got under
weigh, the wind light at S. E. which brought us to
windward; formed tlie line, and bore up. 4t
fifteen minutes before twelve, the enemy com-
menced firing ; at five minutes before twelve, the
action commenced on our part. Finding their
fire very destructive, owing to their long guns,
and its being mostly directed at the St. Lawrence, I
made sail, and directed the other vessels ts
follow, for the purpos.. of closing with the enemy
—every trace and bow line being soon shot
away, she became unmanageable, notwithstanding
the great exertions of the sailing-master. In this

situation, she sustained the action upwards of
two hours, within canister distance, until every
gun was rendered useless, and the greater part
of the crew either killed or wounded. Finding
she could no longer annoy the enemy, I left her
in charge of Lieut. Yarnell, who, I was convinced,
from the bravery already displayed by him,
would do what would comport with the honor of
the flag. At half past two, the wind springing

up, Captain Elliot was enabled to bring hia

vessel, the Niagara, gallantly into close action ; I
immediately went on board of her, when he-

anticipated my wish, by volunteering to bring
the schooners, which had been kept astern by
the lightness of the wind, into close action.

It was with unspeakable pain that I saw, soo**
after I got on board of the Niagara, the flag of
the St. Lawrence come down; although I was per-

fectly sensible that she had been defended to the
last, and that to have continued to make a show
of resistance, would have been a wanton sacrifice

of the remains of her brave crew. Bat the enemy,
was not able to take possession of her, and c^iv

curastanceu soon permitted her flag again to be
hoisted. At forty-five minutes past two, the
signal was made for *' close action ;" the Niagsxa
being very little injured, I determined to piiaa

through the enemy's line—bore up, and paMod
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ictoiy, would certainly have raised him in

the opinion of every candid reader.

A careful examination of the circumstances

connected with this affair, proves that Gapt.

Barclay lost the day from two causes ; the

first, that of not being in a position to take

possession of the St. Lawrence when she

struck ; the second, the unfortunate loss of

the few naval officers on board the fleet. This

fact was particularly dwelt upon in the

sentence of the court martial which was held

on Gapt Barclay and the surviving officers

and seamen. We transcribe the sentence

pronoun*, d by the court, of which Admiral

E. J. Footo was president

:

"That the capture of his Majesty's lat«

squadron was caused by the very defective

means Gapt. Barclay possessed to equip them

on Lake Erie ; the want of a sufficient number

of able seamen, whom he had repeatedly and

earnestly requested of Sir James Yeo to be

sent to him ; the v^ry great superiority of the

enemy to the British squadron ; and the un*

fortunately early fall ofthe superior officers in

ahead of their two ships, and a brig, giving a

raking fire to them, from the starboard guns and
to a large schooner, and sloop, from the larboard

side, at half pistol-shot distance. The smaller

vessels, at this time, having got within grape

and canister distance, under the direction of

Capt. Elliot, and keeping up a well directed fire,

the two ships, a brig, and u schooner and sloop

making a vain attempt to escape.

Those officers and men, who were immediately

under ray observation, evinced the greatest

gallantry ; and, I have no doubt but ".II others

conducted themselves as became Ameriem
officers and seamen. Lieut. Yarnell, Ist of t!ie

St. Lawrence, although several times wounded,
refused to quit the deck. Midsh!t»nan Forest,

(doing duty as Lieutenant,) and sailing master

Taylor, were of great assistance to me. I have
great pain, in stating to you the death of Lieut.

Brook, of the marines, and Midshipman Lamb,
both of the St. Lawrence, and Midshipman John
Clark, of the Scorpion ; they were valuable and
promising officers. Mr. Lamilton, Purser, who
volunteered his services on deck, was severely

wounded, late in the action. Midshipman Claxton,

ondSwartwout, ofthe St. Lawrence, were severely

wounded. On board of the Niagara, Lieutenants

Smith and Edwards, and Midshipman Webster,

(doing duty as sailing master,) behaved in a very

handsome manner. Captain Brevoort, of the

army, who acted as a voiuntee.', in the capacity

of a marine officer, on boRrr). that vessel, is an
excellent and brave oflicer; and, with his

musketry, did great execution. Lieut. Turner,

commanding the Caledonia, brought tbad vessel

into action in the most able manner, and is an

«Scer, in all situations, that may be relied on.

The Ariel, Lieut. Packet, and Scorpion, sailing

master Champlin were enabled to get early into

action, and were of great service. Captain Elliot

speaks in the highest terms of Mr. Magrath,

j>ur8er, who had been dispatched in a boat, on
service, previous to my getting on board the

Niagara ; and, being a seaman, since the action

has rendered essential service in taking charge of

one of theprizes-

OfOaptun ElUot, already so well known to the

gOTemment, it would be almost superfluous to

«peak :—in this action, he evinced his character-

Mto bravery and judgment ; and, since the ckMO
of the action, has giveo rae the most able and

entfal Mditance.

I have the honor to enclose you a return of
the killed and wounded, together with a state-

ment of the relative force of the squadrons. The
Captain and 1st Lieutenant of the Queen Char>
lotte, and 1st Lieut, of the Detroit, were killed.

Captain Barclay, senior officer, and the com-
mander of the Lady Prevost, severely wounded.
The commander of the Hunter and Chippewa,
slightly wounded. Their los.s, in killed and
wounded, I have not been able to ascertain ; it

must, however have been very great,

I have cs.used the prisoners, taken on the lOth

inst. to be landed at Sandusky ; and have re-

quested Gen. Harrison to have them marched to

Chillicothe, and there wait, until your pleasurs

shall be known respecting them.

The St. Lawrence has been so entirely cut up, M
is absolutely necessary she should go into a safe

harbor ; I have, therefore, directed Lieut. Yarnell

to proceed to Erie, in her, with the wounded of

the fleet; and dismantle, and get her or.^rtba

bar, as soon as possible.

The two ships, in a heavy sea, this day at

anchor, lost their masts, being much injured is

the action. I shall haul them into the inner bay,

at this place, and moor them for the present
The Detroit is a remarkably fine ship ; and is

very strongly built; the Queen Charlotte !3a

much superior vessel to what has been repre*

sented;—the Lady Prevost is a large, fins

schooner.

I also beg your instructions, respecting the

wounded ; 1 am satisfied, sir, that whatever steps

I might take, governed by humanity, woukl

meet your approbation ;—under this imprcisioD,

I have taken upon myself to promise Captun
Barclay, who is very dangerously wounded, that

he shall be landed as near Lake Ontario at

possible ; and, I had no doubt, you would aU«ir

me to parole him ; he is under the impression,

that nothing but leaving this part of the country

will save ms life. There \i also a number of

Canadians among the priaonere—many win
have families.

I have tho honor, &c.,

0. H. Pmat.
Hon. W. Jones, Sec. Navy.

The Return above alludAd to by Commodort
Perry, admits the American loss to have been

twenty-seven killed, and ninety-six wounded-*
I total op« hundfed and twenty-three.
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the action. That it appeared that the greatest

exert' ^s had been made by Captain Barclay,

in equipping and getting into order the vessels

under his command ; that ho was fully justi-

fied, under the existing circumstances, in

bringing the enemy to action; that the judg-

ment and gallantry of Capt. Barclay in taking

bis squadron into action, and during the

contest, were highly conspicuous, and entitled

him to the highest praise ; and that the whole

of the ofiScers and men of his Majesty's late

squadron conducted themselves in the most

gallant manner ; and the court did adjudge

the said Captaiu Robert Henry Barclay, his

surviving oflRcers and men, to be most fully

Aod honorably acquitted."

A great deal of bombastivc nonsense was

circulated by the American press on the

subject of Commodore Perry's *' victory," and

loud was the crowing, but even this was not

recompense enough for a grateful country, a

resolution was therefore passed in the Senate

and House of Representatives to the following

•fifect

:

" That the thanks of Congress bo, and the

same are hereby presented to Captain Oliver

Hazard Perry, and th. lugh him to the ofBcers,

pett \r officers, seamen, marines, and infantry

serving as such, attached to the squadron

under bis command, for the decisive and

GLORIOUS victory gained on Lake Erie on the

10th Sept., in the year 1813, over a bkitiso

SQUADROi^ OF SUPERIOR FORCE."

In reference to the " superior force " it is

plain that Congress had no grounds whatever

for this part of their resolution. No where in

Commodore Perry's letter will there be found

the slightest allusion to a " superior force,"

and Yankee commanders were not generally

backward in asserting their full claim, and

generally much more than their just claims,

to the admiration and gratitude of their

countrymen. Not even in the ready tool of

government, the official organ at Baltimore,

is theie lo be found such assertions as could

warrant the addition of this sentence. The

thanks of Congress were not, ho'vever, deemed

sufficient, so the following farther resolutions

were unanimously passed

:

" Reaohed, That the president of the United

States be requested to cause gold medals to

be struck, emblematical of the action between

the two squadrons, and to present them to

Captain Perry and Captain Jesse D. Elliot, in

such manner as will be most honorable t«

them, and that th^ president be farther re-

quested to present a silver medal with suitable

emblems and devices to each of the com-

missioned officers either of the navy or army
serving on board, and a sword to each of the

midshipmen and sailing masters who so nobly

distinguished themselves on that memorable

day.

" Resolve i, That the president of the

United States be requested to present a silver

medal with like emblems and devices to the

nearest male relative of Lieutenant Jno
Brooks of the marines, and a sword to the

nearest male relative of midshipmen Henry
Lamb, and Thomas Claxton, Junior, and to

communicate to them the deep regret which

Congress feels for the loss of those gallant

men, whose names ought to live in the recol-

lection and affection of a grateful country,

and whose conduct ought to be regarded as

an example to future generations."

From the last resolution it would appear

that Congress thought that honor and medals

were sufficient rewards for officers, but that

petty officers and seamen not being actuated

by the same high spirit, required something

more substantial. It was, therefore, resolved,

" That three months' pay be allowed, exclu-

sively of the common allowance, to all the

petty officers, seamen, marines and infantry,

serving as such, who so gloriously supported

the honor of the American flag under the

orders of their gallant commanders on that

signal occasion."

This was a curious distinction tc make in a

country like the United States, when by the

constitution all men are declared to be bom
free and equal.

We have seen how the American Govern-

ment rewarded their countrymen, let us now
enquire into the reward obtained by Captain

Barclay from his country, what recompense

was made to him for the noble and chivalrous

spirit which urged him to seek an enemy two-

flfths his superior. Captain Barclay's appear-

ance at the Court Martial is represented to

have drawn tears from the spectators, so

mutilated was he. One arm he had lost

previously, the second was so badly wounded

by a grape shot, that it required artificial

support, besides this be had received several
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flesh body wounds. It will scarcely be believed

that, notwithstanding the flattering sentence

of (he court, and the severity of his wounds,

Captain Barclay was only promoted to post

rank in 1824, or nearly eleven years after the

action.

With the loss of the British fleet vanished

all prospect of supplies

cither of men or pro-

Tision8,and consequently

no hope remained that eirectiial resistance

could be offered to the advance of the enemy,

or to his occupation not only of tlic Michigan

ttrritory, but also the western portion of the

peninsula. In fact Proctor was at once reduced

to the necessity of abandoning all his posi-

tions beyond Lake Erie, and by this abandon-

ment he ran the farther risk of being deserted

by his Indian allies. Already had & vast

number of boats been collected by the Ameri-

cans, for the purpose of conveying the troops,

who had assembled, in the neighbourhood of

Forts Sandusky and Meigs, to the number of

ten thousand men, across the lake, now that

their success had left them undisputed masters

in that quarter, when General Proctor found

it essential to the safety of his troops to take

immediate measures for a retreat. A council

of war was held, and the Indian chiefs invited.

At this council. General Proctor, after an

exposition of the numerical strength of his

force, of their position without provisions or

other supplies, and the impracticability of

procuring the actual necessaries for supporting

life, proposed that, as it was utterly impossible

(o prevent the landing of the enemy in over-

whelming force, the forts of Detroit and

Amherstburg, together with the various public

buildings, should be destroyed, and that

the troops and Indians should retire on the

centre division at Niagara. It is much to be

deplored that this proposition was not acted

upon, and that General Proctor suffered him-

self to be induced by Tecumseih's mingled

reproaches and entreaties to change his pur-

pose. Tecumseth's speech, which follows,

is said to have been delivered with great

energy, and to have produced the most start-

ling effect on his brother Indians, who are

described to have started up to a man, bran-

dishing their tomahawks in a most menacing

manner :

—

"Father,—(he thundered,) listen to your

children, you see them now all before you.

The war before this, our British father, gave

the hatchet to his red children when our old

chiefs were alive. They are now all dead. In

that war our father was thrown on his back

by the Amcric:...3, and our father took them

by the hand without our knowledge, and we

are afraid our fathe" will do so again at this

time.

"Summer before last, when I came for-

ward with my red brethren and was ready to

take up the hatchet in favour of our British

father, we were told not to be in a hurry—
tliat he had not yet determined to fight the

Americans.

"Listen! When war was declared, our

father stood up and gave us the tomahawk,

and told us he was now ready to strike the

Americans—that he wanted our assistance;

and he certainly would get us our lands back,

which the Americans had taken from us.

" Listen t You told us at the same time to

bring forward our families to this place—we
did so, and you promised to take care of

them, and that they should want for nothing,

while the men would go to fight the enemy

—

that we were not to trouble ourselves with

the enemy's garrisons—that we knew nothing

about them, and that our father would attend

to that part of the business. You also told

your red children that you would take good

care of your garrison here, which made our

hearts feel glad.

"Listen! When we last went to the

Rapids, it is true we gave you little assistance.

It is hard to fight people who live like gro jnd-

hogs.
^

" Father—Listen ! Our fleet has gone out

;

we know they have fought ; we have heard

the great guns ; but we know nothing of what

has happened to our father with one arm.

Our ships have gone one way and we are

much astonished to see our father tying up

everything and preparing to run away the

other, without letting his red children know
what his intentions arc. You always told us

to remain here and take care of our lands ; it

made our hearts glad to hear that was your

wish. Our great father, the king, is the

head, and you represent him. You alwayg

told us you would never draw your foot ofif

British ground ; but now, father, wo see yoa

arc drawing back, and we are sorry to sec our
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father doing so without seeing the enemy.

Wc must compare our father's conduct to a

fat animal, that carries its tail upon its back,

but when nfrightcd, it drops it between its

legs and runs off.

"Listen Father!—The Americans have not

yet defeated us by land ; neither arc we sure

that, they have dono so by water ; we there-

fore wish to remain here, and fight our

enemv, shoold they niiike their appearance.

If they detcit us we will then retreat with

our father.

" At the Uttle of the Rapids, last war, ihe

Americans certainly defeated us ; and when

we retreatec to our father's fort at that place,

the gates were shut against us. "We were

afraid that it would now be the case; but

instead of tUt we now see our British father

preparing tomarch out of his garrison.

"Father I You have got the arms and

ammunition v<hich our great father sent for his

red children. If you have any idea of going

away, give ttem to us, and you may go in

welcome, for is. Our lives are in the hands

of the Great Spirit Wo are determined to

defend our laids, and if it is his will, we wish

to leave our bnes upon them."

The scene hat ensued is described to have

been of the nost imposing character. Rich-

ardson's account says—"The Council room

was a large Idly building, the vaulted roof of

which echoec back the wild yell of the Indi>

ans, while ti£ threatening attitude and diver-

sified costume of these latter formed a striking

contrast Mith the calm demeanor and military

garb of tie officers grouped around the walls.

The inosi prominent feature in the picture,

however was Tecumseth. Habited in a

close lecher dress, his athletic proportions

were adnirably delineated, v;bile a large plume

of whiti ostrich feathers, by which he was

general^ distinguished, overshadowing his

brow, aid contrasting with the darkness of

his conplexion, and the brilliancy of his black

and piffcing eye, gave a singularly wild and

terrificexpression to his features. It was evi-

deat tiat he could be terrible."

After some opposition General Proctor pre-

«iled on Tecumseth and his brother chiefs to

usent to a second proposal, viz., to retire on

th-- Moravian village, distant nearly half-way

between Amberstburg and the outposts of the

centre division, and there await the approach

of the enemy.

This course of action having been decided

on, the troojis were immediately set about de-

stroying the fortifications, and various public

buildings in Detroit and Amberstburg, and

these places presented for some time a scene

of cruel desolation. All stores that it was

deemed impossible to move were committed

to the flumes. The wuik of demolition having

been completed, and the baggage waggons

and boats sent on in advance, the troops com-

menced their march ; and never was a march

set out on, under more dispiriting circum-

stances.

The situation of the men was deplorable

in the extreme ; they had been for some time

on short allowance ; and even their pay had

not been regularly r""9ived. Arrears were

due, to some for six, and to others for nine

months. A Canadian winter was fast ap-

proaching, and few of the troops had blan-

kets; to all greatcoats were a luxury quite

unknown. The same privations which they

had experienced during the winter of 1812

were, therefore, likely to be doubly felt during

the coming season. To all these real hard-

ships was joined the painful certainty that the

families of many of the militia were exposed

to similar privations at home.

Under these circumstances, the troops com-

menced their retreat towards the end of Sep-

tember, and proceeded up the Thames, a river

navigable for small craft, up which the boats

had already preceded them. On the 27th

the American fleet, "composed of sixteen

vessels of war and upwards of one hundred

boats," received on board General Harri.-on's

division, and landed it, on the afternoon of the

same day, at a point three miles below Am-
berstburg, which post was reached just three

days after it had been evacuated by the

British.

The two armies, numerically considered,

stood thus—The British retreating force con-

sisted of about eight hundred and thirty men,

exclusive of five hundred Indians; the Ame-
ricans mustered fully five thousand men.

We have adopted James's statement of the

American force, as he seems to have been at

much trouble in arriving at something like the

truth. " The number of American troops,"

says James^ "with which General Harrison
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BO sanguinely expected to overthrow General

Proctor's army docs not appear, either in

General Harrison's letter or in any of the Am-
erican accounts, minute as they are in other

less important particulars. Perhaps, by put-

ting together such items of numbers as, in

the general plan of concealment, may have

escaped the notice of the different editors,

we shall get within one or two thousands that

landed below Amherstburg ' without opposi-

tion.'
"

By following out this plan, James has ar-

rived at the number which we have adopted

above.

The British movements were extremely

slow, as they appear to have been encum-

bered with a very unnecessary amount of

baggage, and, when they arrived at the

Moravian village, the pursuing party was but

a few leagues behind.

This village, situated on a small plain,

offered every facility for defence, being skirted

on one side by a thi'-k wood highly favorable

to the operations of the Indians, and on the

other by the Thames, while immediately in

front, a deep ravine, covered with brushwood,

and capable of being commanded by artillery,

presented an obstacle peculiarly unfavorable

to the passage of cavalry, of which a large

portion of the advancing columns consisted.

It is impossible to understand the motives

which eould have induced General Proctor to

abandon his original plan of making a stand

at this point, and withdrawing his troops into

the heart of a wood. It could scarcely have

been that he expected by this means to render

the cavalry, of which reports averred the

major portion of the pursuing force to consist,

comparatively useless, as, had even General

Proctor been ignorant of the material out of

which the American cavalry was formed, the

Indians were not in the same state of ignor-

ance, and there can be very little doubt but

that this very point was discussed at the meet-

ing, when Tecumseth urged the impolicy of a

retreat.

In General Harrison's despatch * he says,

the American backwoodsman rides better

than any other people ; a musket or rifle is

no impediment, he being accustomed to

cany them on horseback from his earliest

youth. The Indians knew this as well aa

General Harrison, and it is not probable but

that they put General Proctor in possession of

the fact—so acute an observer as Tecumseth

was not likely to leave his commander in the

dark on so important a point. The British

regulars on the other hand wer« just as ill

suited lor this irregular kind of bush fight-

ing, where their tactics ond previous training

would be useless, as their opptnents were

the reverse. Taking, then, all these points

into consideration general Proctor't manoeuvres

are more and more difficult to be accounted

for, especially when we rememler that all

his former operations had been marked by

decision and clear-sightedness. Richardson

who was present at the battle, lays "on the

6th, at one o'clock in the aftenuon, we were

within two miles '>f the Moraviin village, but

in defiance of that rt^eated ex|erince which

should have taught us the htpelessness of

combating a concealed enemy, the troops

were ordered to defile into tk heart of a

wood, not very close it is true yet through

the interstices of which it was Jnpossible for

(he view to extend itselfto a disance of more

than twenty paces, much less ti discover ob-

jects bearing so close a resemllance to the

bark and foliage of the trees anl bushes, as

the costume of the Americans ; ^^hnreas on

the jontrary, the glaring red ol ^he British

troops formed a point, in relief, on which the

eye could not fail to dwell."

James does not seem to consder the

position to have been unfavourable. He says

"this position was considered an xcellent

one ; as the enemy, however numenus his

force could not turn the flenk of thcBritish,

or present a more extended froit than

theirs," we are rather pleased to be able to

bring forward even so slight a palliition as

James' opinion, of that unlucky a&ir, we

have not been able to find in any otlcr in-

it n^
¥

* From major-gen. ffarriion to the American
ueretary at war.

Head-quarters, Detroit, Oct. 9th, 181S.

Sib,—In my letter from Sandwich of the 30th
ultimo, I did myself the honor to inform you that

I was preparing to pursue the enemy the follow-

ing day. From various causes, however, I w\s

unable to put the troops in motion until tk

morning of the 22nd inst., and then to take wit

me only about 140 of the regular troops—John

son's mounted regiment, and such of governoi

Selby's volunteers as were fit far a rapid march,
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gUnce, even the shadow of an excuse offered.

Christie says " this disaster to the British

arms, seems not to have been palliated by

diese precautions, and the presence of mind,

which, oven in defeat reflect lustre on a com-

mander. The bridge and roads in the rear

of the retreating army were left entire, while

its progress was retarded by a useless and

cnmbrottj load of baggage. Whether the

omission sprang from an erroneous contempt

of the enemy, or from disobedience of the

orders of the commanding officer is not well

understood." Wo arc however anticipating,

as we have not yet given an account of tho

battle, if we may no call it.

The disposition of the troops is a point disputed

One author asserts that the lino formed an ob-

tuse angle; Thompson, that the line was

straight Christie strange to say gives as

Proctor's position, tho identical one which

we have been lamenting that ho did not oc«

cupy. Richardson was present on the

occasion, as he was taken prisoner on tho

fleld of battle ; following him, therefore, we

the whole amounting to about 8600 men. To
genera! U'Arthur, (with about 700 effectives) the

protecting of this place and the sick was com-
mitted ;

general Cass's brigade, and the corps of

lieutenant-ool. Ball were left at Sandwich, with

orders to follow me as soon as the men received

their knapsacks and blankets, which had boon
left on an island in Lake Erie.

The unavoidable delay at Sandwich was at-

tended with no disadvantage to us. General

Proctor had posted himselt at Dalson's, on the

right side of the Thames, (or Trench) 66 miles

from this place, which I was informed ho intended

to fortify, and wait to receive me. He must have
believed, however, that I had no di^osition to

follow him, or that he had secured my continu-'

ance here, by the reports that were circulated

that the Indians would attack and destroy this

phice upon the advance of the army, as he ne-

glected the breaking up the bridges until the
night of the Snd instant. On that night our
army reached the river, which is 26 miles from
Sandwich, and is one of four streams crossing our
route, over all of which are bridges ; and they
being deep and muddy, are rendered unfordabl9

for a considerable distance into the country.

The bridge here was found entire ; and in the

morning I proceeded with Johnson's regiment to

Mve, if possible, the others. At the second
bridge, over a branch of the river Thames, we
were fortunate enough to capture a lieutenant of

dragoons and 1 1 privates, who had been sent by
general Proctor to destroy them. From the pri-

soners, I learned that the third bridge was broken
up, and that the enemy had no certain informa
tH)n of our advance. The bridge having been
imperfectly destroyed, was soon repaired, and
tho army encamped at Drake's Farm, four miles

below Dalson's.

The river Thames, along the banks of which
our route lay, is a fine deep stream, navigable

for vessels of a considerable burthen, after the

passage of the bar at its mouth, over which there

is six and a half feet of water.

The baggage of the army was brought from
Detroit in boats, protected by three gun-boats,

which commodore Perry had furnished for the

purpose, as well as to cover the pLssage of the

array over the Thames, or the mouths of its tri-

butary streams; the bank being low and the

country generally (prairies) as far as Dalson's,

these vessels were well calculated for that purpose

Above Dalson's, however, the character ofthe riv-

er and adjacent country is considerably changed.

The former, though still deep, is very narrow,

and its banks high and woody. Tho commodore
and myself, therefore, agreed upon the propriety

of leaving the boats under the guard of 160 in-

fantry ; and I determined to trust to fortune anct

the bravery of my troops to etfect the passage

of the river. Below a place called Chatham,

and four miles above Dalson's, is the third un*

fordable branch of the Thames; the bridge over

its mouth had been taken up by the Indians, as

well as that at M'Gregor's Mills, one mile above.

Several hundred of the Indians remained to dis-

pute our passage ; and upon the arrival of the

advanced guard, commenced a heavy fire from
the opposite bank of the creek, as well as that of

tho river. Believing that the whole force of the

enemy was there, I nalted the army, formed in

order of battle, and brought up our two 6-pouud-

ers to cover the party that were ordered to cover

the bridge. .

'. few shot from those pieces soon

drove off the Indians, and enabled us in two
hours to repair the bridge and cross the troops.

Colonel Johnson's mounted regiment, being upon
the right of the army, had seized the remains of

the bridge at the mills under a heavy fire from
the Indians. Our loss upon this occasion was
two killed, and three or four wounded; that of

the enemy was ascertained to be considerably

greater. A house near the bridge, containing a
very considerable number of muskets had been
set on fire; but it was extinguished by ou«
troops, and the arms saved. At the first farm
above the bridge, we found one of the enemy's

vessels on fire, loaded with arms, ordnance, and
other valuable stores ; and learned they were «
few miles a-bead of us, still on the right bank of

the river, with a great body of Indians, At
Bowles' Farm, four miles from tho bridge, we
halted for the night, found two other vessels and
a large distillery filled with ordnance, and other

valuable stores, to an immense amount, in flames;

it was impossible to put out the fire ; two 24>

pounders, with their carriages, were taken, and
a large quantity of ball and shells of various

sizes. The army was put in motion early on tbft

morning of the 6th. I pushed on in advance
with the mounted regiment, and requested go-

vernor Shelby to follow as expeditiously as po*»

sible with the infanlry. The governor's zeal,

and that of his men, enabled them to keep up
with the cavalry, and by nine o'clock we were a^

Arnold's mills, having taken in the course of tha
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may safely record thut tlio Hritish wore

drawn up in lim-, in a wood, not a \ery great

distance from tlio Moravian scttlcnicnt, with

the Imliiins on the right, and a six pounder

on the Icil.

Tho whole Ttritish force thus drawn up

amounted to four hundred and seventy six.

Originiiliy it numbered about eight hundred

and forty—but of these one hundred and

seventy four had been just captured in tho

batteaux, and nearly one hundred and

moining, two gun-lioiita nnd several batteaux,

loaded wit!) proviHioiiit and ammunition.
A rapid bend o( tho river at Arnold's rolllii,

affords tlie only fording to be met with for a con-

Biderublo diataiico ; but upon examination, it was
found too deep for the infantry. Having, how-
over, fortunately taken two or three bouts, and
some Indian canoes, on the spot, and obliging

the horaemcn to take a footman behind each, the

whole were safely crossed by 12 o'clock. Eight
miles from the crossing we passed a farm, where
a part of the British troops had encamped the

night before, underthecommandof colonel War-
burton. The detachment with general Proctor
was stationed near to, and fronting the Moravian
town, four miles higher up. Being now certainly

near the enemy, I directed the advance of John-
son's regiment to a> celerate their march for the

purpose of procuring intelligence. The ofHcer

commanding it, in a short time, sent to inform

me, that his progress was stopped by the enemy,
who were formed across our line of march. One of

the enemy's waggoners being also taken prisoner,

from the information received from him, and my
own observation, assisted by some of my officers,

I soon ascertained enough of their position and
order of battle, to determine that which it was
proper for me to adopt.

I have the honour herewith to enclose you t

general order of the 27 th ult. prescribing ihe

order of march and of battle, when the whole of

the army should act together. But as the num-
ber and description of the troops had been essen-

tially changed, since the issuing of the order, it

became necessary to make a corresponding alter-

ation in their disposition. From the place where
our army was last haled, to the Moravian town,

a distance of about three miles and a half, the

road passes through a beech forest without any
clearing, and for the first two miles near to the

river. At from 2 to iiOO yards from the river, a
swamp extends parallel to it, throughout the

whole distance. The intermediate ground is

dry, and although the trees are tolerably thick, it

is in many places clear of underbrush. Across
this strip of land, their left appuyed upon the

river, supported by artillery placed in the wood,
their right in the swamp, covered by the whole
of their Indian force, the British troops were
drawn up.

The troops at my disposal consisted of about
120 regulars, of the 27th regiment, five brigades

of Kentucky volunteer militia-infantry, under his

Hoventy were cither in tho hospital or were

on duty guarding tho baggage.

Tho American force, even by their own

iidmiMHion, mustered twelve hundred cavalry,

nineteen hundred and iifly infantry, and some

one hundred and fifty Indians, thus, exclusive

of ofTlccrs, out-nuntbcring Proctor's force

seven-fold. General llarr'son drew up his

orccs in two lines, and commenced the at*

tack by h simultaneous charge on both British

and Indians, in both cases tho ilrst charge

600 men, and colonel Johnson's regiment of

mounted infantry, making, in the whole an ag-

gregate something above 8000. No disposilioa

of an army opposed to an Indian force can be

safe, unless it is secured on the flanks and in the

rear. I had therefore no difficulty in arranging

the infantry conformably to my general order of

battle. General Trotter's brigade of 600 men
formed the front line, his right upon the road,

and his left upon the swamp. General King's

brigade as a second line, 160 yards in the rear of

Trotter's ; and Child's brigade, as a corps of re-

serve, in the rear of it. These three brigades

formed the command of major-general Henry;

the whole of f^eneral Desha's division, consisting

of two brigades, were formed en potence upon
the lefl of Trotter.

Whilst I was engaged in forming the infantry,

I had directed colonel Johnson's regiment, which

was still in front, to form in two lines opposite to

that of the enemy ; and upon the advance of the

infantry, to take ground to the left; and, form-

ing upon that flank, to endeavour to turn the

right of the Indians. A moments reflection,

however, convinced me, that from the thickness

of the wood, and swampiness of the ground, they

would be unable to do any thing on horseback,

and that there was no time to dismount them,

md place their horses in security; I therefore

determined to oppose my left to the Indians, and

to break the British line, at once, by a charge

of the mounted infantry ; the measure was not

sanctioned t)y any thing that I had seen or heard

of, but I was fully convinced that it would suc-

ceed. The American back-woodsmen ride better

in the woods than any other people. A musket

or rifle is no impediment, they being accustomed

to carry them on horseback from their earliest

youth. I was persuaded, too, that the enemy
would be quite unprepared for the shock, and

that they could not resist it. Conformably to

this idea, I directed the regiment to be drawn
up in close column, with its right at the distance

of 60 yards irom the road, (that it might be in

some measure protected by the trees from the

artillery,) its left upon the swamp, and to charge

at full speed as soon as the enemy delivered their

fire. The few regular troops, under their colo-

nel, (Paul,) occupied, in column of seckinns of

four, the small space between the road nnd

the river, for the purpose of seizing the

enemy's artillery: and some 10 or 12 friendly

Indians were directed to move under the bank,

excellency governor Shelby, averaging less than ' The crotchet formed by the front line and
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8i)itul or were wax ri'pulHc<), but a Hccond deoidod the fati

of the day, the HritiHh troops giving way flrnt,

tml tho IndiaiiH rutnating on Nocin;; ttic fate

of tlicir ttliiew, wo now take up llichardson.—

Tlie rcflult of an afTnir, agninHt a body ol

giich numerical Hupeilnrity, and under sucb

circiiinstanccs, may easily bo anlicipatod.

—

Closely pressed on every band, and princi-

pdlly by a strong c( rps of mounted riflemen,

the troops were flnnlly compelled to give way

ind, completely hemmed in by their afHailants,

bad no other alternative than to lay down

their arms—about fifty men only, with a sin-

gle olTlcer of tho regiment, (Lieut. Bullock)

contriving, when all was lost, to eflTect their

tscapo through tho wood. General Proctor,

mounted on an excellent charger, and accom-

panied by his personal staff, sought safety in

flight at tho very commencement of tho action

ind being pursued for some hours by a

detachment of mounted Kentucky riflemen,

was in imminent danger of falling into their

hands.

The main body of tho enemy, who had by

this time succeeded in breaking through our

centre, and had wheeled up, in order to take

the Indians in Bank, now moved rapidly upon

us in every direction ; so that tho resistance

the light company had hitherto opposed,

general Desha's division, was an important point

At that place the venerable governor of Ken-
tucky was posted, who, at the age of 66, pre-

serves all the vigour of youth, the ardent zeal

which distinguished him in the revolutionary

war, and the undaunted bravery which he main-

tained at King's Mountain. With my aide do

camp the acting-assistant adjutant-general, cap-

tain Butler, my gallant friend commodore Perry

who aid ma tho honour to serve as my volunteer

aide de camp, and brigadier general Cass, who
having no command, tendered me his assistance,

I placed myself at the head of the front line of

infantry, to direct the movements of the cavalry,

and to give them the necessary support. The
army had moved on in this order but a short

distance, when the mounted men received the

fire of the British line, and were ordered «o

charge ; the horses in the front of the column
recoiled from the fire ; another was given by tho

enemy, and our column at length getting into

motion, broke through the enemy with an irre-

listible force. In one minute the contest in

front was over, the British oflScers seeing no
hopes of reducing their disordered ranks to order
and our mounted men wheeling upon them, and
pouring in a destructive fire, immediately surren-

dered. It is certain that only three of our troops
were wounded in the charge. Upon the left,

however, the contest was more severe with the

was now utterly hopeless of any successful

rt'suU. Persuadeil, moreover, from tho sud-

den cessation of the (Iring in that direction,

that our centre and left, (for the wooil iiiter-

coptod them from our view) had been over-

conu', we, at tho suggestion and command of

Lieutenant Ilailos, the only ofliccr with us,

prepared to make good our retreat, but, in-

stead of going deeper into the wood as we
purposed, we mistook our way, and found

ourselves unexpectedly in the road ; when on

glancing to the right, wo beheld, at a distance

of about five hundred yards, the main body

of our men disarmed—grouped together, and

surrounded by American troops. On turning

to the left, as wo instinctively did, we saw a

strong body of cavalry coining towards us,

evidently returning from some short pursuit,

and slowly walking their horses. At the head

of these, and dressed liko his men in Kentucky

hunting frocks, was a stout elderly officer

whom wo subsequently know to bo Governor

Shelby, and who, the moment ho beheld us

emerging from tho wood, gallopped forward

and brandishing his sword over his head, cried

out with stentorian lungs, " surrender, surren-

der, it's no use resisting, all your people are

taken, and you had better surrender." There

was no alternative. Tho channel to escape had

Indians. Colonel Johnson, who commo.ided on
the flank of his regiment, received a most gilling

fire from them, which was returned with great

effect. The Indians still further to the right

advanced, and fell in with our front line of in-

fantry, near its junction with Desha's division,

and for a moment made some impression on it.

Ills excellency governor Shelby, however,

brought up a regiment to its support, and the

enemy received a severe fire in front, and a part

of Johnsons regiment having gained their rear,

they retreated with precipitation. Their loss

was very considerable in the action, and many
were killed in their retreat.

I can give no satisfactory information of the

number of Indians that were in action ; but there

must have been consideraily upwards of 1000.—
From the documents in my possession, general

Proctor's official letters, (all of which were taken)

and from the iLformation of respectable inhabi-

tonts of this territory, the Indians kept in pay by

the British were much more numerous ihan has

been generally supposed. In a letter to general

De Rottenburg, of the 27th ult., general Proctor

speaks of having prevailed upon most of the

Indians to accompany him. Of these it is cer-

tain that 50 or 60 Wyandott warriors abandoned

him.

The number of our troops was certainly greater

than that of the enemy } but when it is reool-
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been closed by the horsumcn in the wood, as

well as those in the roau, and a surrender was

unavoidable. We accordingly moved down

to join our captured comrades, as directed by

Governor Shelby.

' The most serious loss we sustained on this

occasion was that of the noble and unfortu-

nate Tecumseth. Only a few minutes before

the clang of the American bugles was heard

ringing through the forest, and inspiriting to

action, the haughty Chieftain had passed

along our line, pleased with the manner in

which his left was supported, and seemingly

sanguine of success. He was dressed in his

usual deer skin drtss, which admirably dis-

played his light yet sinewy figure, and in his

handkerchief, rolled as a turbau over his brow,

was placed a handsome white ostrich feather,

with which he was fond of decorating himself,

either for the Hall of Council or the battle-

field. He pressed the band of each officer as

be passed, made some remark in Shawanee,

Appropriate to the occasion, which was suffi-

ciently understood by the expressive signs

accompanying them, and then passed away

for ever from our view. Towards the close of

the engagement, he had been personally op-

posed to Colonel Johnson, commanding the

American mounted riflemen, and having

lected that they had chosen a position, that

effectuallv secured their flank, which it was im-

possible tor us to turn, and that we could not

present to them a line more extended than their

own, it will not be considered arrogant to claim

for my troops the palm of superior bravery.

(Here follows an ecconium upon the officers

generally.)

Major Wood, of the engineers, already distis-

tinguished at Fort-Meigs, attended the army
with two 6-pounders. Having no use for them
in action, he johied in the pursuit of the enemy,
and with major Payne of the mounted regiment
two of ray aides de camp, Todd and Chambers,
and three privates, continued it for several miles

after the rest of the troops had halted, and made
Biany prisoners.

I left the army before, ^-.n official return of the

prisoners, or that of the killed and wounded was
made out. It was, however, ascertained that the
former amounted to 601 regulars, including 25
oiBuers. Our loss is seven killed, and 23
wounded, 5 of whom have since died. Of the

British troops, 12 were killed, and 22 wounded.
The Indians suffered most. 33 of them having
been found upon the ground, besides those killed

on the retreat.

On the day of the action, six pieces of brass

artillery were taken, and two iron 24-poundera

severely wounded chat officer with a ball from

his rifie, was in the act of springing upon hint

with his tomahawk, when his adversary drew

a pistol from his belt and shot him dead on

the spot. It has since been denied by tbt

Americans that the hero met his death from

the hands of Colonel Johnson. Such was the

statement on the day oi the action, nor was

it ever contradicted at that period. There is

every reason to infer then that the merit, (if

any merit could attach to the destruction of

all that was noble and generous in savage life)

of having killed Tecumseth, rests with Colonel

Johnson. The meiit of having flayed the

body of the fallen brive, and made razor

strops of his skin, rests with his imniediatt

followers. This too has been denied, but d»>

nial is vain.

No afflkir during the
Discussion relative o •»"

to the afibir at the whole war led tO SUCh bit-

Moravian town.
^^^ recrimination as that

at the Moravian town. The first and princi*

pal cause of this was the general order issued

by Sir (Jeorge Prevost, which reflected vei7

severely on the 41st regiment. It is difficult

to apportion the censure which the documeDt

deserves, or to ascertain whether Sir G. Pr«>

vost or Gen. Proctor is the more blameworthy,

the day before. Several others were discovered

in the river, and can be easily procured. Of the

brass pieces, three are the trophies of our reTO*

lutionary war ; they were taken at Saratoga and

York, and surrendered by general Hull. TIm

number af small arms taken by us and destroyed

by the enemy, must amount to upwards of 6000;

most of them bad been ours, and had been taken

by the enemy at the surrender of Detroit, at the

river Raisin, and colonel Dudley's defeat. I

believe the enemy retain no other military trophT

of their victories than the standard of the 4ta

regiment. They were not magnanimous enough

to bring that of the 41st regiment into the field,

or it would have been taken.

Tou have been informed, sir, of the condaei

of tlie t'oops under my command in action, ft

srives me great pleasure to inform you, that they

merit also the approbation of their country fot

their conduct, in submitting to the greatest pri'

vation with the utmost cheerfulness.

The infantry were entirely without tents, and

for several days the whole army subsisted upon

fresh beef, without either bread or salt.

I have the honour to be &C.

W. H. HARRISON.
GeneralJohn Armstrongi

secretary of War.
P. S. General Proctor escaped by the fle«»>

ness of his horses, escorted by 40 dragoons, ud

a number of mounted Indians.
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General Order, Head Quarters, Montreal

—

Not. 24th 1818.

His Excellency the Commander of the

Forces has received an official report from

Hsjor General Proctor of the affair which

(oak placo on the 6th October, near the Mo-

rtrian village, and he has in vain sought in

it for grounds to palliate the report made to

Bis Excellency by Staff Adjutant Reiffenstein,

vpon which the Qeneral Order of the 18th

October was founded—on the contrary, that

statement remains confirmed in all the prin-

cipal eventswhich marked that disgraceful day;

the precipitancy with which the Staff Adju-

tant retreated from the field of action, pre-

vented his ascertaining the loss sustained by

the division on that occasion ; it also led him

most grossly to exaggerate the enemy's force,

tad to misrepresent the conduct ofthe Indian

Warriors who, instead of retreating towards

Machtidash, as he had stated, gallantly main-

tained the con flict, under their brave Chief

Tecumseth, and in turn harassed the Ameri-

can Army on its retreat to Detroit.

The subjoined return states the loss the

right division has sustained in the action of

the fleet on Lake Erie, on the 10th September

and in the affair of the 5ch of October, near

the Moravian villags, in the latter but very

few appear to have been rescued by an honor-

able death, from the ignominy of passing un-

der the American yoke, nor are there many
whose wounds plead in mitigation of this re-

proach. The right division appears to have

been encumbered with an unmanageable load

of unnecessary, and forbidden private bag-

gage—while the requisite arrangements for

the expedition, and certain conveyance of the

ammunition and provisions, sole objects wor-

thy of consideration, appear to have been to*

tally neglected, as well as all those ordinary

measures resorted to, by offioers of intelli-

gence, to retard and impede the advance of a

pursuing enemy. The result affords but too

&tal a proof of this unjustifiable neglect. The
right division had quitted Sandwich on its re*

treat, on the 26th September, having had
ample time, for every previous arrangement,

to facilitate and secure that movement. On
the 2nd October following, the enemy pursued
by the same route, and on the 4th succeeded
b capturing all the stores of the division, and
on the following day, attacked and defeHtid
it almost ifithoat ft struggle.

With heart-felt pride and satisfaction the

Commander of the Forces had lavished on the

Right Division of this Army, that tribute of

praise which was so justly due to its former

gallantry and steady discipline. It is with

poignant grief and mortification that he now
beholds its well-earned laurels tarnished, and

its conduct calling loudly for reproach and

censure.

The Commander of the Forces appeals to

the genuine feelings of the British soldier

from whom he neither conceals the extent of

the loss the Army has suffered, nor the far

more to be lamented injury it has sustained,

in its wounded honor, confident that but ono

sentiment will animate every breast, and that

zealous to wash out the stain which, by a

most extraordinary infatuation, has fallen on

a formerly deserving portion of the Army,

all will vie to emulate the glorious achieve-

ments recently performed, by a small but

high spirited and well disciplined division,

led by officers possessed of enterprise, intelli-

gence, and gallantry, nobly evincing what

British soldiers can perform, when susceptible

of no fear, but that of failing in the discharge

of their duty.

His Excellency considers it an 'act of jus-

tice, to exonerate most honorably from this

censure the brave soldiers of the right divi-

sion who wore serving as marines on board

the squadron on Lake Erie. The commander
of the forces having received the official re-

port of Capt. Barclay of the action which

took place on Lake Erie on the 10th Sep-

tember, when that gallant officer, from cir-

cumstances of imperious necessity, was com-

pelled to seek the superior force of the ene*

my, and to maintain an arduous and long

contested action under circumstances of ac-

cumulating ill fortune.

Captain Barclay represents that the wind,

which was favorable early in the day, sud-

dbiily changed, giving the enemy the weather*

gage, and that this important advantage waB,

shortly after the commencement of the en-

gagement, heightened by the fall of Captitia

Finnis, the commander of the Queen Gh&N
lotte, In the death of that intrepid and it-

telligent officer. Captain Barclay laments the

loss of bis main support The fall of Cap-

tain Finnis was soon followed by that of Lieut.

Stokoe, whose country was deprived of his
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services at this very critical period of the ac-

tion, leaving the command of the Queen Char-

lotte to Provincial Lieutenant Irvine, who

conducted himself with great courage, but

was too limited in experience to supply the

place of such an officer as Capt. Finnis, and

in consequence this vessel proved of far less

assistance than might be expected.

The action commenced about a quarter be-

fore twelve o'clock, and continued with great

fury until half past two, when the American

commodore quitted his ship, which struck

shortly after, to that commanded by Capt.

Barclay (the Detroit.) Hitherto the deter-

mined valor displayed by the British squad-

ron had surmounted every disadvantage, a.:d

the day was in our favor ; but the contest had

arrived at that period when valor alone was

unavailing—the Detroit and Queen Charlotte

were perfect wrecks, and required the utmost

skill of seamanship, while the commanders

and second officers of every vessel were either

killed or wounded : not more than fifty Brit-

ish seamen were dispersed in the crews of the

squadron, and of these a great proportion

had fallen in the conflict

The American Commodore made a gallant,

and but too successful an effort to regain the

day. His second largest vessel, the Niagara,

had suffered little, and his numerous gun-boats

wb'ch had proved the greatest source ofannoy-

ance during the action, were all uninjured.

Iiieutenant Garland, First Lieutenant of

the Detroit, being mortally wounded, previ-

ous to the wounds of Captain Barclay, oblig-

ing him to quit the deck, it fell to the lot of

Lieutenant Tnglis, to whose intrepidity and

conduct the highest praise is given, to sur-

render His Majesty's ship, when all further

resistance had become unavailing.

The enemy, by having the weather gage,

were enabled to choose their distance, and

thereby avail themselves of the great advan-

tage they derived in a superiority of heavy

long guns, but Captain Barclay attributes

the resut of the day, to the unpre edented

fall of every commander, and second in com-

mand, and the very small number of able

seamen left in the squadron, at a moment
when the judgment of the officer, and skilful

exertions of the sailors, were most imminently

called for.

To the British seamen Captain Barclay be-

stows the highest praise

—

that they lehavtd

like British seamen. From the officers and

soldiers of the regular forces serving as ma-

rines, Captain Barclay experienced every sup.

port within their power, and states that their

conduct has excited his warmest thanks and

admiration.

Deprived of the palm of victory when al-

most within his grasp, by an overwhelming

force which the enemy possessed in reserve,

aided by an accumulation of unfortunate cir-

cumstances, Captain Barclay and his brave

crew have, by their gallant daring and self

devotion to their country's cause, rescued it's

honor and their own, even in defeat."

The 4lKt Regiment had i.niformly behaved

so gallantly that this severe censure apocara

almost uncalled for, and this feeling seems to

have pervaded all ranks. No official docu-

ment, relative to the affair, from general Proc

tor to Sir George Prevost is to be found, con-

sequently these are no direct proofs that Sir

George issued his order in consequence of

General Proctor's representations, still, in the

line of defence adopted by General Proctor on

the court-martial, subsequently held on him,

there were precisely such statements brought

forward as would have been likely, had they

been previously made, to have brought down

upon the troops the reprimand conveyed in the

General order—we should hesitate (o ascribe

to General Proctor this underhand proceed-

ing had he not so ungenerously endeavoured

on his court-martial to shift the blame from

his own shoulders to those of the troops un-

der his command. Whether, however, Sir

George Prevost issued his general order, on

General Proctor's representations, or not, we

cannot help feeling that this order was an

ill-advised one. From the facts elucidated

afterwards in the court martial, it became

apparent that the publishing of it was prema-

ture, and this fact seems only to render the

hasty conduct of the commander-in-chief

more reprehensible. It was clearly his duty,

before publishing a document, the tendency of

which was to cast odium upon a corps, which

he himself admits to have previously won his

warmest admiration—to have carefully con-

sidered all the information furnished him, and

to have distinctly stated whether it was ia

the representation of their general that th«

right Division was thus reprimanded.
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A cotemporary writes thus relative to the

affair, handling Sir George Prevost very

severely.

" Well timed indeed, and with a befitting

grace does the insulting censure, contained in

the opening of the order, emanate from the

man who had previously made a descent

upon Sackett's Harbour, with a view of des-

troying the enemy's naval and military works

and who at the very moment of accomplish-

ment of the object of the expedition, and

when the Americans were retreating, turned

and fled with precipitation to his boats, pre-

senting to the troops who were unwilling

sharers in his disgrace, the monstrous yet

ludicrous anomally of two hostile armies

fleeing from each other at the same time.

—

Well does it become the leader, who, at Platts-

burg, covered the British army with shame,

and himself with enduring infamy, by retiring

at the head of 15,000 men—chiefly the flower

of the Duke of Wellington's army—before a

force of Americans not exceeding as many

hundreds ; and this even at the moment when

the commander of these latter was preparing

to surrender his tri without a struggle.

—

Well does it procp.d i -om him, who through

timidity and vacillatio \ alone, at an e^'lier

period of the war, entered into a disgraceful

armistice with the enemy at the very moment

when General Brock was preparing to follow

up his successes on the Western frontier, by

sweeping the whole southern border of the St.

Lawrence. Happily was it Revised by the

authority to whose culpable inattention and

neglect alone was owing the loss of our gallant

Barclay's fleet, and the consequent helpless-

ness of that very Right Division he has

hesitated not to condemn for a disaster attrib-

utable to himself alone. Nay, well and most

consistently does the sting issue from the

Commander of the Forces, who, on the occa-

sion of the capture of Detroit, and the victory

obtained at the river Raisin, ordered Royal

salutes to be fired in honor of conquests

which had been achieved principally by the 41 st

Regiment, and whose remarks, even on the oc-

casion oftheir unavoidable repulseatSandusky,

convey rather a compliment than dispraise."

What added materially to the severity of

the reprimand, was the high eulogy pronoun-

ced and most deservidly so, on the officers and

beaman of Captain Barclay's fleet

Christie's observations on this unfortunate

afiair, to be found in our notes,* are pertinent

and just, and throw much valuable light on

the affair.

* General Proctor had, to this time, served with

honour and distinctiun in Upper Canada, and was
universally considered a brave and able officer

;

but his retreat, ind the events of thia untoward
day, blasted his fame and at once ruined him in

the public estimation.—Some, however, were of

opinion that the severity of the general order, by
Sir George Prevost, on the occasion, was pre-

mature, and a prejudition of the case of his un-
fortunate brother in arms, who it was thought
before so complete a condemnation from his su-

perior officer, ought to have had the benefit of

a trial. This he ultimately did get, but not until

upwards of a year alter the occurrence alluded to,

before the expiration of which, Sir George Pre-
vost himself, had fallen still lower than he, in the
public estimation, by his own inglorious retreat

from Plattsburgh.moro humiliating to the national

pride than even Proctor's affair. His retreat and
discomfiture were of but a small and isolated di-

vision of the army, hitherto distinguished for its

gallantry, but which, by the loss of the fleet, be-
coming destitute of its resources, had no other
alternative than a speedy retreat, or an imme-
diate surrender. He took his chance of the former.
The retreat, it seems, was ill-conducted; but was,
in fact, that of Sir George Prevost, taking all in
all, any thing better? He advanced to Platts-

burgh, at the head of an effective force of at least

twelve thousand troops, the elite of the army un-
der his command, recently from France and Spain
—men accustomed to victory, and again march-
ing to it, as they believed—well provided with
an abundant commissariat, ani stores of all kinds,
and led on by experienced and able oflScers.--

These, however, on the naval defeat, (the loss of
the fleets being, in both cases, the immediate
cause of retreat) he countermarched, to their in-

expressible humiliation and disgust, without their
being allowed once to see, much less co ne in
contact with the enemy. A further advance,
after the loss of the fleet, was, indeed, out of the
question ; but nothing could justify the precipi-

tancy of retreat, sacrifice of public stores, and de-
moralisation in the army that took place in con-
sequence of it. The district of Montreal, ^na im-
mediately in his rear, and at the short di <tanca
of three, or at most four marches from Pitts-
burgh, upon whi-:h he might, it is said, have fall-

en back at his leisure. It is, however, but
justice to remark, time has materially worn dowa
the asperities with which Sir George Prevost
was also in his turn prejudged, with respect to
this, to say the least of it, most unV.cky ex-
pedition.

Major general Proctor being tried at Montreal,
in December, 1814, on five charges preferred
against him for misconduct on this occasion, was
found guilty of part of them, and sentenced " to

be publicly reprimanded; and to be suspended
from rank and pay for six months." It was found
" that he did not take the proper measures for

conducting the retreat,"—that he had, ** in many
."itances, during the retreat, and in the di^posi-
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The two defeats, Captain Barclay's and

Oeneral Proctor's, were productive of the

greatest benefit to the Americans, as not only

was the whole territory of Michigan, except

the port of Michilimacinac, reconquered, but

the whole of the western district lost also.

tion of the force under his command, been erro-

neous in judgment, and in some, deficient in those

energetic acd active exertions, wlilch the ex-

traordinary difficulties of his situation so par-

ticularly required."—" But as to any defect or

reproach with regard to the personal conduct of

major general Pro'^tor, during the action of the

6th October, the court most fully acquitted hun."

His royal highness, the Prince Regent, con-

finned the finding of the court, but animadverted

upon it rather severely, by the general onier is-

sued on the occasion, dated, " Horse Oiiards, dth

September, 1816," for its "mistaken lenity" to-

towards the ..cuustsd, as the bllowing extracts

will explain :

—

" Upon the whole, the court is of opinion, that

the prisoner, major general Procfor, has, in many
Instances during the .'etreat, and in the disposi-

tion of the force under his command, been erro-

neous in judgment, and in some, deficient in those

energetic and active exertions, which the ex-

traordinary difficulties of his situation so par-

ticularly required.

'* The court doth, therefore a^udge him, the

said m^or general Proctor, to be publicly repri-

manded, and to be suspended from rank and pay,

fbr the period of six calender months.

" But as to any defect or reproach, with re-

fard to the personal conduct of major general

'roctor, during the action of the 6th October,

the eourt most fully and honorably acqui^a the

aid m^jor general Proctor.

" His royal highness, the Prince Regent, has
been pleased, in the name, and on the behalf of

His Meyesty, to confirm the finding of the court,

en tiie lat, Sd, 4th, and 6th charges.

" With respect to the second charge, it appear-

ed to his royal highness to be a matter of sur-

prise that the court should find the prisoner

g\dlty of the offence alleged against him, whUe

Pour comble de malheur, too, the services of

the Indians were lost ; and American editors

boast that General Harrison, after the battle

of the Thames, made peace with three thou*

sand warriors.

they, at the same time, acquit him of all the facts

upon which that charge is founded ; and yet, that

in the Humming up of their finding, upon the
whole of the charges, they should ascribe the

offences of which the prisoner has been found
guilty, to error ofjudgment, and pass a sentence
totally inapplicable to their own finding of guilt,

which can alone be ascribed to the court having
been induced, by a reference to the general good
character and conduct of major general Proctor,

to forget, through a humane but mistaken lenity,

what was due by them to the service.
*' Under all the circumstances of the case,

however, and particularly those which render ik

impobsible to have recourse to the otherwise ex-

pedient measure of re-assembling the court for

the re odl of their proceeding, the Prince Re-

gent has been pleased to acquiesce in and con-

firm so much of the sentence as adjudges the

prisoner to be publicly reprimanded; and in

carrying the same into execution, his royal high-

ness has directed the general officer, command-
ing in Canada, to convey to m^jor general Fro>

tor, his royal highness's high disapprobation of

his conduct ; together with the expression of big

royal highness's regret, that any officer of the

length of service, and the exalted rank he h«3

attained, should be so extremely wanting in pro-

fessional knowledge, and deficient in those active

energetic qualities, which must be required of

every officer, but especially of one in therespon*

siblc situation in which the u^jor general was

placed.

"His royal highness, the commader in chief

directs, that the foregoing charges preferred

against major general Proctor, together with the

finding and sentence of the court, and the Prince

Regent's pleasure thereon, shall be entered in

the general order book, and read at the head of

every regiment in his Iflyesty's service.
" By command of his roytd highness the com*

mander in chief.

H. Galtxm, Ad.-generaL"

^^«».^^»M^^^\^AW>^^MAV>^>^^/»
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CHAPTER XV.

iRT, Ad.-geneaL"

CONTENTS.

Selfeat of Proctor and place of rendeEvous.

—

Armstrong's observationr on Proctor's defeat.

.—Remarks on Harrison's letter as to numbers,

—Jiitnea' contradictions on this affair.—Cha-

racter o* Tecumaetli.—Treatment of prisoners.

— Ingersol on reprisal.—American policy.

The regulars and militia, who had escaped

BctrD»tofPrortorand captivity or destruction

place of rendeevous- <,„ the unfortunate 5th

of October, retreated, as may be easily im-

agined, in the greatest confusion, to Ancastcr,

a small village some ten miles from the head

of Lake Ontario, and, on the 17th of the same

month, they rendexvoused at that place,

their numbers, inclusive of seventeen officers,

amounting to two hundred and fifty-six.

During this retreat,which was effected through

an almost unbroken wilderness, the troops

suffered the greatest privations and misery,

and their appearance as they straggled into

the village, was by no means calculated to

lessen the feeling of apprehension, which the

rumour of the defeat at Moravian town had

spread amongst the defenceless inhabitants.

To these unfortunates, pillaged houses and

their little homesteads destroyed, could not

but appear inevitable, and the infection of the

ptuic spread far and wide.

General Armstrong in his observations on

, ,
Proctor's retreatand sub-

Armstrong's obsorva-
, » . .

tlons on Proctor'a do- Sequent defeat, seems to
^

have been unaware of

that officer's situation previous to the com-

mencement of his retreat, and uninformed as

IS

to the manifold difficulties by which ho waa
surrounded.

Proctor's situation at Maiden, writes Arm-
strong, made necessary on his part, a prompt
retreat to Vincent, unencumbered with bag-

gage; or a vigorous defence of the post

committed to his custody. By adopting the

former, he would have saved seven hundred
veteran soldiers and a train of artillery, for the

future service of his sovereign ; by adopting

the latter, he would have retained the whole
of his Indian allies, (three tliomand com-

batants) giving time for the militia of the

interior to come to his aid; had the full ad-

vantage of his fortress and its munitions, and
a chance, at least, of ovcatual success, with a
certainty of keeping inviolate his own self-

respect, and the confidence of his followers.

Taking a middle course between these ex-

tremes, he lost the advantage that would have
resulted from either. His retreat began too

late—was much encumbered with women,
children, and baggage, and at no time urged

with sufficient vigour, or protected with suffi-

cient care. Bridges and roads, ferries and
boats, were left behind him, neither destroyed

nor obstructed ; and when, at last, he was
overtaken and obliged to fight, he gave to his

veterans a formation, which enabled a corps

of four hundred mounted infantry, armed
with rifles, hatchets, and butcher knives, to

win the battle " in a single minute." Con-

duct like this deserved all the opprobrium

and punishment it received, and justly led to

General Harrison's conclusion, that " his

antagonist had lost his senses."
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It is p'ain, we again assert, from these

remurks that Armstrong could not liavc been

•war of Proctor's real situaton, an-l we shall

proceed to urge in detail our oljections to his

conclusions. First as to t: e promjit retreat

to General Vincent, unencumbered with bag-

gage. ^^'o have no deDnce to make of

Proctor on this count, too many of our co-

tcmporaricj'' have expre^^sc d themselves strong-

ly, in reprobation of the ill judged manner in

which Ihc retreat was conducted, to permit us

to urge aught in vindication. One fact, how-

ever, is remarkable, Veiilas the earliest wiiter

on the subject, one by no means sparing in

condemnaLion, and who nn'ght have been

supposed to be thoroughly acipiainted with

the pros and cons of tlie ad'iir, is .silent on

the point, <>on fining his rcmaiks to a stricture

on the severity of Sir Cicorge Prevost's gene-

ral order. This is signifn.-ant and lends ua to

pau.se ere wo adopt too readily all that has

been said in condetnnation of Proctor.

Secondly,—As to thn vigorous defence of

the post committed to his custody. We have

already shown the diflBculties by which Proc-

tor was surrounded, and ihat it was impos.sible

for him to find provisions for his troops as

well a? for the Indians and their families. (.Jen.

Armstiong lost sight, too, of the fact that

" the post " had been to a groat degree dis-

mantled of its guns, which had been required

to arm Barclay'.s fleet, and had accordingly

beon appropriated for that purpose, and

captured with that fleet

Proctor was, we think, to blame for the

deposition of his forces at the Mor'>,vian town,

but ev<2n this is, as we have shown, a mere

matter of opinion, as the observations, quoted

in our lut chapter, show. Wc must not

allow one passage in Armstiong to pass un-

notice 1— it is when he spcuxs of the forma-

tion which enabled four hundred mounted

infantry armed with rifles, hatchets, and

iutehcr knkes, to win the battle in a single

mituite.

Had we not already shown the overwhelm-

ing numbcrjs of Harrison's army, the reader

would be led to suppose that a corps of four

hundred men, armed hastily with any weapons

and horses they could collect, had routed in

one minute seven hundred British veterans.

We need scarcely go into this subject, as we

tuTe I oth shown the constitution and habits

Ui'iiiarlis<.r' !' -rimni's

Ii'ltcr as t() uumbci's.

of the body of mounted riflnmcn (not infantry)

and the whole number of llanisoii's army,

v,e therefore only direct the reader's attention

to the passage as another proof how prone

Americans arc to misrepresent.

It is not ofien that we have occasion to com-

mend an American com'

mander for modesty; we

must not omit, therefore, on the present ocoa'

.sion to point out an instance of it ns occur-

ring in Harrison's despatch, llo admits that

"the number of our troops was certainly

greater than that of the enemy." This is

something even for an American General, but

the pains he takes to do away with the im-

pression, that nu.nbers had aught to do with

the fate of tlie daj, is also notcivo.'thj'. Ac-

cordingly, he adds, In the mxt paragraph,

" but wiion it is recollected that tiiey had cho-

sen a position, that i.'fl'ectually secured their

flank, which it was impossible for us to turn

and that we could not present to them a line

more extended than their own, it will not be

considered arrogant for me to claim for ray

troops the palm of superior bravery." Can

anything be more absurd than this last para-

graph ? Here were over three thousand Am-

ericans opposed to something like four hundred

and seventy Biitish, and yet the American

General, instead of honestly confessing that

by dint of superior numbers he overcame his

opponents, descends to the meanness of twad-

dling about the superior position chosen by

Proctor, and claims on that account superior

bravery for his men. We should scarcely

have noticed this pa?sage in Harrison's des-

patch had we not found that he thereby gained

his object, to throw dust in the eyes of his

compatriots. That this was effected is to be

discovered in the fact that every town through-

out the Union was illuminated, and every

church rung out a merry peel on the occasion.

All this to be sure might have bee i a political

measure, or, as General Wilkinsjon calla it, "a

military deception," but still it is difficult to

imagine that any sober-minded American, in

possession of the truth, could or would have

seen reason to exult in the circumstance of

three thousand five hundred of his country*

men overcoming some four hundred tnd

seventy British and some Indians.

Harrison's end was nevei theless gained, and

one of the members for South Carolina, a Ur.
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Ohecvcsj (lolivered himself, ia the midillo of a

very loii^ spuech, on the conduct of tho war,

of the followhig remarkable sentence :
— *' The

victory of Ilarrisou was such ns would have

seciiiotl to a Roman General, in the best days

of (!io Jlepuljlii!, the honors of a triumph."

If anything could have made General Harri-

son ashamed oi himself, we think that sen-

tti.ce must have produced the effect.

Wo hail intended to have closed this sub-

ject witiiout further remark, but an examina-

tion into various documents tempt us to quote

thorn, as they throw nmch light on an affair

which the absence of ofHcial returns has

left very much in the dark. The communi-

cation \vhi<;h led to the correspondence was

addressed to Lieutenant Bullock by Afajor

Friend, then in command of tho second bat-

talion of tho regiment.

Barton Heights, 80th Nov., 1813.

Siii,—I request you will, with as little de-

lay as the nature cf the report will admit, fur-

nish me with every circumstance within your

knowledge, and that you may have heard from

undoubted authority, relative to the late un-

fortunate affair that took place between Gen.

Harrison's army and the 1st battalion 41st

regiment, at Moravian town on tbo 5th of

October last, for the purpose of transmitting

it to Lveut.-Gen. Champagne. As you arc the

senior and only officer of tho regiment who
has escaped from the tiold, that was in the

ranks, it is highly incumbent on you to state

most minutely the nature of the ground on

whiiih the regiment was formed for action, the

manner in which it was formed, the number

then of the regiment actually in tho field, the

number of the enemy opposed to you, and of

what they consisted, and what resistance was

made by the regiment previous to its defeat, if

it had received provisions regularly, was com-

plete in ammuniwon, and could have got sup-

plies whet, required, and, in short, every cir-

cumstance, that happened from the com-

mencement of the retreat from Amherstburg,

relative to tho regiment. You cannot be too

p»rticular in your statement, as I am sorry to

eay there arc reports afloat disgraceful in the

extreme to the regiment, and every individual

with it that day. I think it but proper t9 in-

form you that I saw Major General Proctor's

official report, which highly censures the con-

duct of the regiment, and in which be says

that he never went into action iuoro confident

of success.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

lllCIIAKD FUIEXD,

Major Commandmg 4lst regt

Lieutenant Bullock's letter, dated Barton

Heights, Cth December, 1813. Hero fol>

lows :

—

Wo proceeded to Moravian town, and,

when within H "lilos of 't, t-ere ordered to

halt After halting about live minutes, wo
were ordered to face to the right about, and

advanced towards the enemy in files, at which

the men were in great spirits. Having ad-

vanced about fifty or sixty paces, wc were

halted a second time, a', which the men ap-

peared dissatisfied, and overhearing some of

those nccarcst to me express themselves to

the following cQ'ect, 'that they were ready

and willing to fight for their knapsacks;

wished to meet the enemy, but did not like to

be knocked about in that manner, doing nei-

ther one thing nor the other,' I immediately

checked them, and they were silent. About

this time several of the regiment came up

without arms or accoutrements, who had es-

caped from boats cut off by the enemy's ca-

valry. Fj'om these men wc learnt that the

enemy was within a mile of us, and liad a large

f„:^„ oi' cavalry. We had halted about half

an hour, when tho Indian alarm was given

that tho enemy was advancing ; most of our

men were sitting on the logs and fallen trees

by the side of the road. On the alarm being

given wo were suddenly ordered to form across

the road. From the suddenness of the order,

apparently without any previous arrangement,

the manner in which we were situated when
it was given, the way in which it was given,

which was ' form up across the road,' and

from the nature of the £^ ound, the formation

was made in the greatest confusion ; so much
so, that the Grenadier company was nearly

in the centre of the line, and the light com-

pany on the right. A second order, as sudden

as the first, was given for the grenadiers and

No. 1 to march to the rear and form a reserve.

The grenadiers and part of Captain Muir's

company accordingly formed a second line,

about 200 ya:; Is in rear of tho first, ander

comn\snd of Lieut.-CoL Warburton ; the left

cf it about eight or ten yards to the left of

the road, and extooding to the right into the
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woods, formed at extended order, the men
placing themselves behind tree?, and consc-

qiuntly mneh separated. The first hnc I

could not distinguish, but from what I have

been informed by Lieut. Gardiner, 4lHt regt.,

commanding a six-pounder, it was firmed in

the following manner—a six pounder was

placed in the road, having a range of fifty

jnrds, the 41st regiment drawn up on its

right, extending in the wood ; on each side

of the limber of the six-pounder were some

of the Canadian Light Dragoons. From the

men of the regiment, who escaped from that

line, I understand they were not formed at

regular extended order, but in clusters and

in confusion. To the left of the ro^d in which

the six-pounder was placed, and parallel to it,

ran the Iliver Thames. To the right and left

of the road was a remarkably thick forest, and

on the right, where we were formed, the ground

was free from brushwood for several hundred

yard.-i, where cavalry could act to advantage-

—My posilior at this time, (l)eing on the right

of the 2ud line) and the thickness of the for-

est precluded mc from noticing the manner in

which the enemy attacked the 1st line. The

attack commenced about two hours after the

order was given to form up across the road.

I heard a heavy firing of mu<ketry, and sh irtly

after saw our dragoons retreating together

with the limber of the six-pounder—placed

on the left of the 1st line. About a minute

afterwards I observed that line retreating in

confusion, followed closely by the enemy's

cavalry, who were galloping down the road.

That portion of the 1st line which had escaped

the enemy's cavalry, retreated behind the 2J

line, which stood fast, and fired an irregular

volley obliquing to the right and left, which

appeared to check the enemy. The line hav-

ng commenced firing, my attention was di-

rected to that part of the enemy moving down

directly in my front. Hearing the fire slacken,

I turnel towards the line and found myself

remaining with three non commissioned offi-

cers of the Grenadier company. The ene-

my's -avalry had advanced so close, before

the reserve could commence firing, from the

number of trees, that before a third round

could be fired they broke through the left,

and the rest not being formed in a manner to

repel cavalry, were compelled to retreat. The

number of the regiment actually in the fie.d

were one lieutenant-colonel, six captnins, nine

lieutenants, three ensigns, three stsilf, twcntv-

six sergeants, eighteen corporals, f)ur drum-

mers, two hundred and ninety-seven rntik nm]

file. In what manner the rest ol tlie rcgi-

mcnt was distributid you will be mr.ilo nc-

quainted with by the enclosed statement

signed by the Adjutant of the regimeni. Tlio

number of Indians we had in the field was

800. The number of the enemy I cannot

positivc'y affirm, but from theinformalion ob-

tained from individuals of the regiment taken

prisoners on that day, and who afterwards

escaped, the number could not have been less

than 6,000, of which 1,200 or 1,500 were

cavalry and mounted riflemen. The number

of our dragoons did not exceed 20. Our loss

on this occasion was three sergcan^, and nine

rank and file killed, and thirty-six wounded»

that of the enemy, fifteen killed, ami from

forty to fifty wounded. Having L-een thus

far particular in stating everything to which

I was an eye witness, ai'd which has come to

my knowedge, I beg leave to remark that,

from the well kno.vn character of the reai-

mcnt, any observations emanating from those

whose interest it is to cast a direct or indirect

reflection upon its conduct, cannot be received

with too much distrust.

I have the honor to bo, &c.,

RiCIIAKD BUI.LOCK,

Lieut. 1st Grenadiers.

Major Friend, Comm'g. 2d. Batt. 41st Reg't.

Lieutenant Bullock's letter, contains so

JamM- contradictions
clear and fill a vindica-

on this atlair. tion of the troops, that

we trust no attempt will be made for the

future to cast unfair aspersions on their gal-

lantry. James is somewhat contradictory on

this head. He says, after extolling the bra-

very of tho Indians, " had the men of the

41 st regiment at all emulated the Indians, tho

fate of the day might have been chingcd,"

and that this was not an improbable event, he

assumes, from the American General's cUiin

of superior bravery for his troops.

How does tho case stand? Thirty five

hundred men beat five hundred ; the leader

of tho larger body, knowing it would be use-

less to deny that he had the superiority in

numbers, endeavors to gloss over the fact by

claiming superior bravery, on the score of his

thirty-fire hundred not having been beaten
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by tho five hundred men ; and an English

writer udmits his claim, on the ground that,

asi tho Amorioans were used to heing hcaten,

it was a disgrace fi)r five liiiiisli not to heat

ttiirtv-fivc AmericaiiS. In tho vciy next

page, after thi:* iiii;iutation on the conduct of

the troops, Jame.-i writes:—"The censure

passed. upon the right division of the Cana-

dian army, iiy the commander-in-chief, was

ccriainiy of unparalleled severity." Now,

bow could any censure be too severe for un-

stendintss in the field ? The fajt is, James

was anxious to have a Cit at both Proctor

and Sir George Provost, and, in eagerness to

do this, he contradicts himself three times in

two pages. Some persons have a most unfn'

tunate mode of assisting their friends \\

in a diflBculty, and James is one of those in-

dividuals. He first casts an imputation on

the conduct of the 41st, and then, anxious to

do away with it, and to shift the blame upon

Sir George or General P/octor, he flnds the

following excuse for them :

—

"The ardor wliieh, as Sir George himself

adntits, and every one else knows, had, till

the fatal 5th of October, distinguished the 41st

regiment, affords a strong belief that it was
not cowardice which made that corps suk-

RESDEit so TAMELY, HO matter to what superi-

ority of force. The privations tho troops had

undergone, and the marked neglect which

had been shown at head-quarters to the re-

presentations of their commander, had pro-

bably possessed them with an idea that any

change would be an improvement in tl eir

condition."

Jamcs here snbstitutes tho charge of

treachery for cowardice, and leaves the le-

gimcnt no alternative but to be impaled on

one or other of tho horns of the dilemma he

has provided. From this careless writing of

James, and from Sir George Prevost's haste

to condemn, unheard. General Proctor, Amer
ican writers have derived much benefit. It

enables Inger.sol to speak of the "craven

mood of the soldiers," and the pusillanimous

behaviour of the General." Not satisfied,

however, with these hard epithets, Ingersol

goes still further, and adds—" No history can

deny their characteristic courage, but British

murderers and thieves become cowards in Ca-

nada. To save themselves they laid down
heir arms to an infuuiou fouce of raw troops,

while their commnndor fleil i' ' t fii'St ino-

ment of encounter." Further comment \n

unnecessary on a \i ritcr who, with llnrrison'M

admission of his superiority in nnmhcis before

him, ventures, unsup])ortcd by a fact, or even

a fiction on the part of his brother historians,

to give to tho world so daring and unblushing

a falsehood.

\Vq feel tempted, in imitation cf contcm-

ClmractiT of Tecum- I'orary writer.', to make
"

a further digression in

our narrative, in order to place before tho

reader the character of Tccumseth in its pro-

per light, especially as no words can he found

which could be considered too strong when
,)plied in praise of this noble Indian.

The Indian warrior Tccumseth was in the

forty-fourtli year of his age when he fell.

" lie was of the Shawnnee tribe; five feet ten

inches high, and, wilii more than the usual

stoutness, possessed all the agility and perse-

verance of the Indian character. His carriage

was dignified; his eye penetrating; and his

countenance, even in death, betrayed the in-

tiications of a lofty spirit, r.alher than of the

sterner cast. Had he not possessed a certain

austerity of manners, he could never have

controlled the wayward passions of those who
followed him to th.i battle. He was of a .silent

habit, but when h:s eloquence became roused

into action by th> reiterated encrocchnients

of the Americans, his strong intellect could

sujiply him with a flow of oratory, that en-

abled him, as he governed in the fitld, so to

prescribe in the council.*'

Those who consider that, in all territorial

questions, the ablest diplomatists of tho

United States are sent to negotiate with the

Indians, will readily appreciate the loss sus-

tained by tho latter in the death :f their

champion.

" The Indians, in general, are full as fond as

other savages of the gaudy decoration of thel.*

persons; but Tccumseth was an exception.

Clothes and other valuable articles of spoil had

often been his, yet 1 e invariably wore a deer

skin coat and pantaloons. He had frequently

levied subsidies io cornparatively a largo

amount, yet he preserved little or nothing for

himself. It was not wealth, but glory, that

was Tecimiseth's ruling passion." The re-

marks which now follow, must be tak^a as

. ^1
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applicahio not to tho present but to a past

generation :—
" Fatal (lay, when a Christian people first

penetrated tlic forests, to tcacli the arts of

civilization to the poor Indian! Till then,

water had been his only beverage, and him-

self and his race possessed all the vigor of

hardy Ravages. Now, no Indian opens his lips

to the stream that ripples by his wigwam,

while ho has a rag of clothes on his back,

whc cwith to purchase rum ; and he and his

equaw and his children wallow through the

day in beastly drunkenness. Instead of the

sturdy warrior, with a head to plan, and an

arm to execute vengeance upon the oppress-

ors of his country, we behold the puny be-

sotted wretch, squatting in his house, ready

to barter his country, his children, or him-

self, for a few gulps of that deleterious com-

pound, which, far more than the arms of

the United States, is hastening to extinguish

all traces of his name and character. Tecum-

seth himself, in early life, had been addicted

to intemperance, but no sooner did his judg-

ment decide against, than his resolution en-

abled him to quit, so vile a habit. Boyond

one or two glasses of wine ho never afterwards

indulged."

By whom are tho savages led? was the

question, for many years, during the wars

between the Americans and Indians. Tho

name "Tecumseh!" was itself a host on the

sidr of the latter, and the warrior chief, while

ho signalized himself in all, came off victorious

in most, of the many actions in which ho had

ought and bled. American editors, super-

added to a national dislike to tho Indians,

have some special reasons, which we shall

dcvelope presently, for blackening the char-

acter of Tecumseh. They say that he neither

gave nor a'^cepted quarter. His inveterate

hatred to the Americans, considering them,

as he did, to have robbed his forefathers of

their territory, render such a proceeding, in

a savage, not improbable. European history,

even of modern date, informs us that the

civilized soldier can go into battle with a

similar determination. Mr. Thomson says of

Tecumseh, that, "when he undertook an ex-

po'lition, accompanied by his tribe, ho would

relinquish to them the spoil, though he would

never yield the privilege of destroying the

victim," and yet it was from an American

publication* that we extracted the; ncrountof

Tecumseh's killing a brother chief, because

the latter wanted to massacre an Aiiurican

prisomr. This trait in Tecumseh's <lmrncter

is corroborated by all the British ollicerswho

have served with him.

That it did not however proceed from any

good will towards tho Americans, was made

known, in an extraordinary manner, at the

taking of Detroit. After the surrender of the

Amciican troops. General Brock desired

Tecumseh not to allow the Indians under hira

to ill-treat the prisoners. Tecumseh promptly

replied, " I despise them too nmch to meddle

with them." Nor is there a single act of

violence charged to tho Indians on that oc-

casion. As a proper contrast to this aa

American writcr,+ describing a battle between

General Jackson and the Creek Indians, in

March 1814, says, " of about one thousand

Creeks, only ten of the men are supposed to

have escaped with life, sixteen of the Creeks,

who had hid themselves, were killed the

morning after the battle." The American

fommander said, in his despatches that he

was determined to exterminate tho tri )e, "of

course," proceeds the editor, " no quarter was

given except to a few women and children."

Few officers in the United States service

were so able to command in the field, as this

famed Indian Chief. He was an excellent

judge of position, and not only knew, but

could point out, the localities of the whole

count; y through which he had passed. To

what extent he had travelled over tho western

part of the American continent may be con-

ceived from the well known fact, that he

visited the Creek Indians, in the hopes of

prevailing on them to unite with their northern

brethren, ir efforts to regain their country as

far as the banks of tho Ohio. His facility of

communicating the information he had ac-

quired, was thus displayed before a concourse

of spectators :—Previously to General Brock's

crossing over the Detroit, he asked Tecumseh

what sort of a country he should have to pans

through, in case of his proceeding farther.

Tccum«eh taking a roll of elm bark, and

extending it on the ground by means of four

stones, drew forth his scalping knife, and,

• Sketches of the War.

t rolitical and Historical Register, page 1S6
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with tlic point, presently sketch*d upon the

bark a plan of the country, its hills, vvoodfi,

rivers, morasses, nn'l roads, a [dan which if it

was not ns neat was for the purpose required

fullf as intelligible ns if Arrowsmith himself

had prepared it. Pleated with this unexpected

talent, in Tecumseh, also with his havinp, by

his characterislic boldness, induced ihe In-

dians, not of }iis immediate party, to cross the

Detroit, prior to the embarkation of the

regulars and militia, General Brock, as soon

as the business was over, publicly took off his

sash, and placed it round the body of the

chief. Tccumsuh received the honor with

evident gratification ; but, was the next day,

seen without his sash. General Brock, fear-

ing something had displeased the Indian,

sent his interpreter for an explanation. The

latter soon returned with an account, that

Tecumseh,- not wishing lo wear such a mark

of distmction, when an older, and, as he said,

an abler, warrior was present, had transferred

the sash to the Wyandot chief Round head.

Such a man was the unlettered " savage

"

Tecumseh, such a man it was on whose

mangled remains the Kentuckians exercised

their savage propensities. Ingersol writes,

" when his (Tecumseh's) body was discovered

after the battle of the Thames, known as he

was to General Harrison, and recognized from

other Indians among the slain, by pock marks,

and a leg once broken and set, pieces of his

skin were cut off by some of the Kentucky

soldiers, to be kept by them." By way of

excuse Ingersol adds, " Indignities to the dead

arc common to every field of battle. Refined

military men, who might condemn these Ken-

tucky spoils as barbarous mementos, would

sack cities, during days of authorized norrors

and licentiousness, which would prove that

war is a ferocious departure at best from the

laws of humanity." One writes, on le sub-

ject, after describing the scalping ofTecumseh,

and the cutting of his skin into narrow slips

for razor straps, is graceless enough, in the

next breath, to lavish oncomiums upon the

humanity of ^'^ the Volunteers of Kentuelcy."

These are his words, " History can record to

their honor that, not merely professing to be

Christian people, they gave a high example

of Christian virtues. For evil they returned

not evil. For cruelty they returned mercy

and prolection." James, when noticing this

Trofttniont
soncra,

of Pri-

pnragraph, observes, "had we taken up Dr.

Smith's book, for llic first time, wo should

have pronounced this an excellent piece of

irony." Wo have, however, produced quite

e;id(ncc enou-^h to show that whatever

atrocities the Indians might have coininittod,

tho Americans, us particijes crlminis, should

not be tho first to cast stones.

Before returning to the Niagara frontier, It

will bo necessary to

enter on the subject of

tho treatment of prisoners, cspcciaily as about

this time a question arose which not only af-

fected the comfort, but was of grave import

to the lives, of many persons on both sides.

First, however, as to the treatment of pri-

soners.

Could the statements of American writers

be received, the impression would bo convoy-

ed, that, in losing their liberty, tho captured

British took leave, at the same time, of all tho

privations and sufTorings incident to a state

of warfare. A few extracts from tho narrative

of one of the prisoners taken at the battle of

the Thames will fhow how far this was the

case, and whether more credit should bo al-

lowed to American claims for liberal conduct

towards their prisoners, than as wo have just

shown, in Tecumseh's instance, they are en-

titled to when claiming, for the Kentuckj

volunteers, the character of setting forth a

high example of christian virtues and magnan-

imity towards the dead.

"To describe the fatigue and privations

which we endured during our tediousjourney

would require time and space. The rainy

season had already set in, and scarcely a

single day passed by without our being

liteially wet to the skin. Our route lay

through an inhospitable tract of country,

consisting alternately of gloomy forest and

extensive savannah, the latter often intersected

by streams fed from the distant mountains,

and swollen by the increasing vains.

" Many of the oflBcers were without great

coats, having been plundered of nearly every-

thing, as well by the followers of the division,

as by the enemy themselves, and although

wo had a change of linen left, during the

whole journey no opportunity was afforded

us of having anything washed, so that in a

short time many became infected with crmin,

which gave the finishing stroke to our caU«

'"If I
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mitica After several wcckn of moHt tedious

travelling through this dreary region, soino

few traces of civilization and cultivation be-

came perceptible, ond wo finally beheld the

banks of the Scioto, overcome, as well niny be

imap;ined, with the utmost lassitude. On the

opposite shore of this small river stands tho

town of Chilicothe, the termination of our

journey,"

So far it will be observed that no extraordi-

nary caro was paid to the comforts or even

necessaries of (he prisoners, but a darker

scene has still to be displ.iyod.

After the battle of Qnnn.ton twcnt)'-thrce

of the prisoners were vi. Demised as deserters

and British born subjects, and were sent to

England, by the commander-in-chief, lor their

trial as traitors. The American government,

having been made acquainted with the fact,

instructed General Dearborn to put an equal

number of British soldiers into close confine-

ment as hostages for the safety of the former.

In consequence of thi-^ measure, the com-

mander of the forces by a general order of

October 27th, 1813, proclaimed that he had

received the commands of the Prince Regent

to put forty-six American offlcers and non-

commissioned ofDcers into close confinement,

as hostages for the twenty three soldiers con-

fined by the American government.

General Order, Head quarters, Montreal

—

October 2Tth, 1813,

His Excellency the Governor General and

Commander of the Forces, having transmitted

to His Majesty's Government a letter from

Major General Dearborn, stating that the

American Commissary of Prisoners in London

had made it known to his Government, that

twenty-three soldiers of the 1st, 6th and luih

Regiments of United Slates Infantry, made

prisoners, had been sent to England and held

in close confinement as British subjects, and

that Major General Dearborn had received in-

structions from his government, to put into

close confinement twenty-three British sol-

diers, to be kept as hostages for the safe keep-

ing and restoration in exchange for ihe soldiers

of the United States, w^ho had been sent as

above stated to England ;—in obedience to

which instructions, he had put twenty-three

British soldiers into close confinement to bu

kept as hostages ; and the persons referred to

in Major General Dearborn's luiter being go|.

diirs serving in iho American nrniy, taken

prisoners at Queenston, who had (kclared

themselves to bo British born suljicts, and

were held in custody in Kngland theiu to un'

diTgo a legal trial.

His Excellency the Commander of tlio

Forces has received the eonimiinds of ]|is

Royal Highness the Prince Ilegiiit, through

the Right Honorable the Kiirl Itatliiir.-t, Se-

cretary of State, to lose no time in rommuni-

eating to Major General Dearborn, Ihiit he lias

transmitted a copy of his letter, and that lie is

in consequence instructed, dintineily to state

to Major General l^earborn, that His Kxcel-

Icncy has received the command of His Iloynl

Highness the Prince Regent, forthwith to put

in dose confinement, forty-six Ameriran ofH-

ccrs and non-commissioned ofilcers, to be held

as hostages for the safe keeping of the twenty,

three British soldiers stated to have been put

in close confinement by order of the American

government.

And he is at the same time 'o apprize him

that if any of the said British soldiei s slmll

sulVur death, by reason that the soldiers now

under confinement in England have been

found guilty, and that the known law, not

only of Great Britain, but of every indepen-

dent state under similar circumstances, has

been in consequence executed, he h.is been

instructed to select out of the American ofD.

cers and non-commi.ssioned officers put into

confinement as many as double the number

of British soldiers who shall have been so un-

warrantably put to death, and cause such

officers and non-commi.s.sioned officers to

suffer death immediately.

And His Excellency is further instructed to

notify to Major General Dearborn that the

commanders of His Majesty's armies, and fleets

on the coast of America have received in-

structions to prosecute the war with unmiti-

gated severity against all Cities, Towns, and

Villages belonging to the United States, and

against the inhabitants thereof, if after this

communication shall have been duly made to

Major General Dearborn, and a reasonable

time given for its being transmitted to the

.Vmerican government, that government shall

unhappily i.ot be deterred from putting to

death any of the soldiers who now are, or who
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may licivufter bo, kopt hm linhtiiKCH for the

piirpoMi's sfiitcil in tho IcUcr from Mnjor

GciK'iiil iK'iiiltorii.

His Kxic'llciicy the L'oinnintulor of the

Forces, in MiiiKiuneinj; to llic triiops llie com-

mniu^ of His Ko^al Hif^hness, tho Priiioe

Regent, is (oiilliK'nt lliiit thiy will feel Keii^i-

bic, of llie |iiii'entitl solii ituilu which Hisllnyul

Highne s Ims evinced for the protection of the

person iiiul honor of tho Urilish solilier, thus

grossly oiil •aged in contempt of jii>tico, hu-

Dinnity, and the Law of Nntions, in the persons

of twenlylhroo soldiers placed in close con-

finement, MS hostngcH lor an e(pml iiuml)er of

traitors «ho had been gu.lty of the huso and

umiatnral crime of raising their parricidal

arms against that country which gave them

birth, and who have been delivered over for

legal trial to tho just laws of their uifendod

country. .

The Hrilish soldier will feel this unprincipled

outrage, added to the galling insults and cruel

barbarities that are, daily, waiitonly indicted

on many of his unforVunatc couiradcs, who
have fallen into tho cni uy's hands, as ad-

ditional motives to excite his determined

resolutii)n never to resign his liberty but with

his life, to a foo so regardless of all sense of

honor, justice and the rights of war.

(Signed,) Edwahd Baynes,

Adj't. Gen.

Early in December the commander of the

forces received a communication from Major

Gen. Wilkinson, by Colonel Macomb, of the

United Slates army, bearing a flag of truce,

Btating that tho Government of tho United

States ailhering unalterably to the principle

and purpose declared in tho communication

of General Dearborn had, by way of reprisal,

ordered fi)rty six British officers into close

confinement. On receipt of th's communica-

tion the governor ordered all American officers

without didinction of ranh to be immediately

placed in close confinement, and in pursuance

of this, Generals Chandler, Winchester and

Winder were conveyed from their quarters

at Bcauport, to Quebec for confinement. At
the same tinio the following order was
issued :

—

General Order, Adjutant General's Office,

12th December, 1813.

Uis Excellency the Gorernor-in-Chief and

Commander < f tlic Forces liis ti nr.noui ro to

the troops under his command, tbnl he haH

received a conininnlcalion from Major tien.

Wilkinson, cnmnianding a divi.-iuii of the nimy
of ihe I'niled Stales of America, by oidrr o'

his govirnnient, of which tho following ia

an extract :

—

"The Government of the United StiitcU

adhering unalterably to tho principle and

|»urposo dedared in the cdmmnnication of

General Dearborn to you, on Ih'; suljeet of

the twenty-three American soldi' rs, prisoners

of war, sent to F-ngland to bo tried as crimi-

nals ; and the confinement of a like nnndjor

of l{riti^h soldiers, prisoners of war, selected

to abide tho futo of the former; has in cm*
eqiicnce of the step taken by the British

Government, as now communicated, onlered

forty-six British officers into close confine-

ment, and that they will not bo diseliarged

from their confinement until it shall be known

that Ihe forty-six American oflicers and non-

eonmnssioned ofiicers in question arc no

longer confined."

it would be superfluous to u.se any argu-

ment to refute an assumption so extravagant,

unjust, and unprecedented, as to deny tho

right of ft free iiaiiun to bring to legal trial,

in a due course of law, her own natural bora

subjects taken in the actual commission of tho

most heinous ofienco that man can commit

against his king, his country, and his God

;

that ol raising his parricidal arm against his

allegianco to his coiintryinc'n, by leaguing

with their enemies; a crime held in such

abhorrence by every civili7,cd nation in

i^lurcpc, that summary death by the law

Martial is its avowed reward, and is inflicted

with unrelenting severity by France, the ally

of the United States. This pretension must

appear to every unprejudiced and upright

mind as iniquitous and unjust, as is the retali-

ation which tho Government of the United

States has adopted, by placing in close con-

finement three and twenty British soldiers, as

hostages for an equal number of infamous

wretches, the unworthy offspring ol Great

Britain, who, when drawn from the ranks of

the enemy, solicited to be suffered to expiate

their treason by turning their arms against

their employer*. These rebels have (with

the contempt they merit) been consigned to
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the infamy ami punishment that await them

from the just laws of their offended country,

while the Govtrnmeut of the United States

does not blush to ilaim thcpc outcast traitors

as their o'.\n, and outrage the custom of

civilized war, in the persons of honourable

men, by placing Iheni on a par with rebels

and deserters.

No alternative remains to the commander

of the forces, in the discbarge cf his duty to

his king, his country, and his fellow soidiers,

but to order a'l tlie American officers,prisoners

of war, without exception of rank, to be

immediatel}' placed in close confinement as

hostages for the forty-six British officers so

confined, by the express command of the

supreme anlhovity in that country, rmtil the

number o!' forty -six bo co'npleted, over and

above those now in conlinement.

His Excellency directs tiiat this general

order together with that issued on the 27th

of October, be read to the troops, that the

British soldier may be sensible of the terms on

which America has determined to wage this

war; confident that he will meet them with

proper spirit and indignation; for should he

become the prisoner of a foe so regardless

of those laws, which for ages have governed

civilized nations in war, he would be doomed

to a rigorous confinement, and that only pre-

paratory to a more savage scene.

(Signed,) Edwaud Baynes,

Adjt-Gen. North America,

We have purposely italicised the words,

without distinction of

rank, as Ingersol 'las not

scrupled, in his observations on this uiliiir, to

endeavour to throw a false colouring over it,

and to have recourse to misrepresentation.

He writes, "when England took her position

on the dogma of perpetual allegiance. Gens.

Chandler, AVinder and Winchester, Colonel

Lewis and Maj )r Madison were prisoners on

parole near Qtubec, Init not one of the

superior officers was seized as a hostage. A
dogma originally applied only to vassals, never

enforced agiinst lord.*, in the feudal ages,

from whose daik codes it .sprang, England, on

the ferocious revival of it, restricted to men

in humble station*. No American above the

grade of captain was confined. In the first

place this is simply untrue as the three gene-

rals just mentioned were removed from their

Ingcrsol on rpprisal-

parole at Beauport to Quebec (or confinement

Again, as to the dogma of perpetual allegiance,

it was not the vindication of this dogma

which Great Britain at this time desired to

assert, but the right of punishing desertersi

and of establishing the point that a mere

forsaking of the British flag and territory was

not sufficient to absolve from the general law

of allegiance, or from the military and naval

codes in particular, which, in common with

those of all nations, awarded the punishment

of death to deserters from either service.

Ingersol is not mere hai-py when he cites

Moreau, Bernadotte, and Pezzo do Borgo, as

cases in point to prove that fugitives from a

country may honorably join in warfare against

that State. France may be said to have been

afflicted with a civil war, in the conducting

of which both parties called in allies ; but

even during those unhappy times victims

were not wanting, and !' 7's fiite tells much

moic forcibly against Ingersol's position, than

Moreau, Berna'lotte, and Pozzo de Bor<»o do

lor him.

For some time the measures of the respec-

tive governments were carried out very rigid-

ly; and many hardships were suffered by the

unfortunate victims of this attempt, on the

part of the United States, to forco Great

Britain to consent tamely to regard the deser-

tion of her soldiers and sailors. The final

settlement of this nflfair did not take place till

July 1814, but we introduce it here in order

to close the subject. The whole correspond-

ence will accordingly be found in our notes,*

General Older,

Head Quarteisi, Montreal,

10th April, 1814,

Ilia Excellency the GovernorlnCliiet mid Com-
mander of the Forces, nnnouncl^s to the troops

uf.dcr his command, that he was pioaspd to sanc-

tion and conBrm, on the 15tli inst., artiolos of a

convention entered into 'ly Colonel Baynes,

Adjutant-General ot the Foi'ccs, and Rrigadicr-

Gencral Winder of the army of tlio United States

of America, for the mutii.al leleasL'of all prisoners

ot war,ho8tage9orothei'!>,wii.h tlioexneplion of the

forty-six American oflTieeiP and non-commissioned

officers placed 'n close confincniont as hostages,

in conformity to the general order of the 27th of

October last, in retaliation for twenty-three

British soldiers, confined by the (loverniiient of

the United States, as hosias;;es for twenty-three

British born auljocts, taken from the ranks of

the enemy, and sent to England (or legal trial.

By thia agreement it is stipulated that all
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and will show low both governments gradu-

ally rela\«.il ilicir respective measures of reta-

liation, and introduced by degrees a less ter-

rible and menacing state of affairs, the

threatened j^ibltet being removed by the tacit

retirement of both belligerents from its pro-

posed erection.

James has been verv severe on the Ameri-

cans for the trcatraen of their prisoners, and

after enumerating a long list of offirers who
had been thrown intopiison, he ask«—"Into

what prison? The Penitentiary, along with

forty convicts, condemned for murder, rape,

forgery, coining, burglary, horsL'-stealIng, &c.'

James adds—" Lest the rca<k'r should doubt

this, he will find in the appendix furnished

prisoners of war (t)io above mentioned alL,ne

excepted) slia'l be mutually excliangefl, and
delivered at such places as shall bo agreed on,

with all convenient expedition, and shall be de-

clared, respectively and severally, to bo released

and free to curry arms, and serve on the 16th

day of May next, the same as il they had never
been prisoners of war : and it has been further

provided, that whatever balance shall appear on
the retu, ns of prisoners of war, respectively

exchanged or given up on parole, by either parly

Binco the commencement of hostilities, the num-
ber of prisoners for which an equivalent has not

bojn returned, shall be withheld from all military

service, until exchanged.
It is with proud satisfaction that the com-

mander of the forces feels confident, that this

pi'ovisional clause can never apply to the army
m C'.nad i, from the immense disparity in the

number and rank of the prisonors, it has restored

to the enemy.
All officers, non-commi.ssioned officers, and

eoldicrs, being prisoners of war, who are not

prevented in conseinence of their wounds, are

commandeil to join their respective corps and
stations on the 15tli day of May next, and to

resume their military duties.

(Signed,) Edwarh Baynes,

Adjutant-General.

General Order,

Head Quarters, Camp at Chambly.

July 2nd, 1814.

officers of this army having returned

Unit'/d States, where they had been

held in close continement as hostages, and having

on their release signed a conditional parole con-

taining a pledge on their part, to return to ttteir

captivity at the expiiation of a limited period,

unless previously exchanged : His Excellency

the Governor in-Cliicf and Commander of the

Forces, cousidcring such parole to he inconsistent

with the provisions of a convention for the ex-

change oi' prisoners which was entered into by

persons duly empowered for that purpose by the

Government of the Uiiileil States, and His

Excellency icpectively, and has already been

carried into complete execution on his part, and
has also been in part executed by the American
Qoveinnient,—is pleised to declare tliat all those

officers, wliether of the liin? of Militia are ai)-

Bolveil from their parole, under ami by virtue of

the before mentioned convention :—that they

are released and free to serve as if thev had

severally included in the general order of the

ICth of April, directing all prisoners of war after

the 15th of May to repair to their respective

corps and stations, and to resume their military

duties.

To destroy any doubts which may by possibility

be entertained with regard to tlie complete exe-

cution of the convention above mentio!:ed: to

satisfy the nice and scrupulous sensibility with

which a Briti.sh sdldier must ever view and
exandne an act, professing to release him from
an obligation in which his honour is implicated,

and to remove every apprehension from the

minds of those who may come wiihinthe scope of

the present general order,His Excellency is pleased

to authorize the commnnication to the array

undf r his command,of the principal circumstancea

attending the commencement, jjrogrcss, and final

conclusiim of the convention to wiich allusion

has above been made.
At the solicitation of the Government of the

United States, conveyed in a letter from their

Secretary of State of the 19th of March, and
not less induced by his anxious desire to alleviate

the unnecessary severity which the system of

retaliation had introduced into the conduct of

this war, the Commander of the Forces di I not

hesitate in acceding to a proposal which seemed
to promise the attainment of an ot>joct so desirable.

In that spirit, and with tnat view. His Excellency

consented to the exchange of Uiigadii.-r-General

Winder, (a hostage) in consequence of that officer

having been selected by the Vr« siiient of the

United States as an agent vested with lull powers

to negotiate for an exchange of piisoners of

war, as well hostages as others. His Excellency

was also pleased to nominate Colonel H.tynes as

an agent vested with similar powers, on the part

of the British army.

The negotiation commenced under ihe moat
favourable auspices. The tiasis axd conditions

of the convention being left to the di.-^cretion of

the two olHcers above mentioned, it was agreed

that all prisonerii of war, liosfii;Tes or others

(with the solo exception of the Jbitish subjects

'aken from the ranks of the enomy ami sent to

England for legal trial) should In; released in con-

lornnty to the regulations of tlic cartel, General

Winder pledging himself that his goverimient

entertained the most liberal senlimeius, and that

the great disparity of prisoner-i, hoth wiili re«pect

to rank ami numbers, which tlie Ui.ili'd States

would receive and for which they had no equiva-

lent to return, should be withheld from service

on paro'e, until duly exchanged.

Tins agreement was on the poirit of being

never been prisoners of war, and are all and i ratified, when a despatch from the Atuerican

Several

from the
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by tin; keeper of Ihc prison, a list of convicts,

their ciiiiKts and seiilences." Mr. Jau.es ac-

tually gives an appendix showing iho names

of llio viiri„ii.s prist)ners, and the punishment

awniili'd to eiich ofTince. Here we arc tempted

to di^iess for a moment to show some of the

adv.mtiigos of American law -for instance, wc

find that for killing a wife by shooting her,

Secreiiirv of Stiito, dated Wrtsliington the 22iid

Man-li, was* received !)}• Brig.-Gen. Winder, mid
was verliiilly reprisented t^y him to convey u

positive proliiliition to Iii.i consenting to the
relciise ol the twenty-three British soldiers helu

in eoiiliiiciiientai iiostages tor the British subjects

sent til KiiirhiM'l for t;ial, tiidess it was stipulated

that tliey also should he released, and sent to the
United States.

This jjrnposition was instantly answered by a

note intoiiiiinsr Brigiulicr-General Winder, that

as a new Imsis had been substituted by ihe
Secretary ol State, inadmissible in principle, the
negotiatio'i was in consequence at an end, and
that his p iiiiul exchatifie as a preliminary mea-
sure was also v<>iil, and of no efl'ect as emanating;
from an act which had, from the conduct of the
proposing party, become a nullity.

Tiie iiitniciiietion of this new pretension on the
partol the Govci'miie'it of the United States had
arrested the pro:!ress of the negotiation, when a
note (roiii Bi'igadicrtieneral Winder came (No. 3)

which was acecjded to by Colonel Baynes as the
basis o( a cmveniioii (No. 4.)

To ascertain thei'xistenee of the power o' final

ratilieatioii on the partofBiigadier General Win-
der the (^innni.iider of the Forces was pleased to

direct Colonel Baynes to address to that officer

the note (Xo. 5) and although the answer of Bri-

gadier (i.'iieral Winder, as contained in note
(No. 6) did not completely accord with the spirit

of candiir ))iofcssed by him, and maiiifestcil by
His Excellency, nevertheless the fail construction

of it was such as to carry to his nnud the con-
viction which it must impress on every ln)nour-

abie man who persuses it, that Brigadier General
Wind'.'r possessed the power of finally ratifying

any new ii^'reemeit for the excharge of prisoners,

into which ho might think proper to enter.

Ui.der tills impression the Commander of the
Forces was pleased to declare his assent to the
hnmediatc reieasj and exchange of Biigadier
General Winder; the negotiation for the exchange
of prisoners 'in the contricted basis imposed by
Brigadier Gineral Winder, was recommeiiCed,
and the coiiilitions being arranged, a convention
was concluded on the I5tli April lust, and ratified

by the contracting parties.

It is under this convention, so begun and rati-

ed, ae:d carried into effect according to the tenor
of it, with promptitude and good faith on the part

of the Counnander of the Forces, and to which
no objection has been speciiied by the American
Oovciiimeiu, ill any of their communications to

His Exeellei:cy, since the conclusicm of it, but
which, on the contrary, must have been accepted,
since it has been in part executed by that Gov-

four years' iinprisomticnt is deemed ample

punishment, but (hat for stealing a negro, or

a horse, ten and four years and a half are not

considered too severe a sentence !

James concludes his observations hy re
marKing—"General ShcafTe did not behave

thus to the Amtrican forces who surrendered

at the battle of Qucenston, .nd many will be

ernment, that His Excellency, the Commander
of the Force.j, has been pleased thus pnb'icty to

absolve all the offieers and others who have re-

cently retiirneil from the United States (rem a
parole which His Ex(!ellency conceives to be in-

consistent with the terms of that convention, and
which he coiisideio to have been exncteii hy
persons ignorant of its existence, or misconceiv-

ing its. conditions.

By His Excellency's Command,
Edward Baynes Adjt. General,

British North America.

Montreal, 10th April, 1814.

No. 1.

Colonel Havnes h.i^ commimicated to His Ex
cellency the Commandt'i < f the Forces the pur-

port and extent of the alieratioiis explained by

Biigadier General Winder to exist, lietween the

instructions ol Ihe l'.)th March addressed to him
by the Secretary of State, and those of the ;?2nd.

oi the same date received yesterday, and that

ihe omission of the same in the first copy was
owing to an error in transcribing it.

His Excellency, however, on reference to the

letter of the Secretary of State of the 19th

.March, adi'ressed to him, as it is stated, "with
the view, and in the sincere desire to restore to

the mildest practice of civilized nations the treat-

ment of pi isoners on both sides," and ainnoriz-

iiig Brigadier General Wimler, on the part of

the United States Government, to conclude an

nrrangement whiih may embrace the exchange,

us well of those held as hostages, as of other

prisoners; aid His Excellency learning from

that officer that his instructions fully comported
with the unqualitieil tenor of the proposal made
ill the Secretary of States' letter to him, did not

hesitate a moment in aceedini: to the arrange-

ments therein suggested, and was prepared to

waive just •.'rounds which he conceived he had of

complaint against the (iiovernment of the United

Slates, on the subject of the exchange of prison-

ers of War, in the hopes of promoting an ar-

rangement so desirable for the cause of huniani-

ly and the honor of both initions ; and he is

much disappointed to find his hopes frustrated by

the introduction, at this period of the negotia-

tion, of a cliiim so toially inadmissible, that had

the Secretary of Stale's ii tter borne the most dis-

tant allision to it, His Excellency would have

felt himself, as he now docs, prohibited from pro-

ceeding any further on the subject.

The Bi iti.sh view the confinement of twenty-

three soldiers as the first act of nggressiou: for

the undoubted right which every free nation pos-
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Kurprisc'd that this mode orincarcerntinp Bri-

tish oHictTs sliould be reiilizco, not at Ver

dun in Fnmcc, hutnt Kentucky in the United

States, the land of hbcrty." Wc find tlie

niimos of thirty ofliccrs who were crow led

into two small rooms, little lar^iT than the

common cells whi ;h were iseven leet by four.

Comment on this is unnctessarv.

Besses of investif^nting and panislnnfj the crimes

coaniii'tt'd l).v lier own mitural b rn sulject.", in a

due coursi^of law, is too self-evident to reqinVea

coaiiiieiit, nor can it, by any distoriion oi den-,
or justicf, be construed into a just ground lor

ail act of fair retaliation exercised on twenty-

three British Soldiers : the latter are character-

ized by their patriotism and loyalty, the former
stigmatized for their treason and renelllon.

It would be wasting; time to en'er into any
further discussion on this sulject. Great Britain

has Ruceesshilly maintained her national right,

unsullietl for twenty years against the whole

world conibitied ; it is not to be supposed that

it is re-ierved (or the Uid'ed S;a;estostop the

course of justice, and to dictate to Hngland what
procedure she shall obseive to»vards her own
natural born sulijects, in her own courts of civil

judicature arrested in her own territoiities iti

coainiission of a-;ts of treason and rebellion.

It is to be remarked, that as the exchange ol

prisoners of War now proposed by the United

States no lonmr has llie general character that

was at tirst proposed, but isspecilically to restore

quoti for quota, it becouies on this uroumi, iiicuni-

bout 011 the part of the British Government, to

demand as a prelemiiniry step, a detailed state-

ment ot about three thousand prisoners of war,

of which the third were of the Uinted States'

regular service, captured iti Canada liuiing the

first Campaign, and given up in good faith to the

United Sta.es, who at that period, had no British

prisoners,—and as all subsequent exchanges on
the part of the United States have been acquit-

ted by an equivalent number of prisoners »iniul-

taneously exch.inged, it is insisted that the

Aaiei'icaii Government is bound by honor and
goodtaith to make full and complete satisfaction

for the above debt, in coidorinity to the 14th

article of the cartel, before she can in justice re-

tain, or ask an equivalent for a single British

prisoner now in her possession : and for thi< pur-

pose returns will be prepared, not oidy of the

number of prisoners remaining unexchanged in

the p'isses-iion of either power, but of those given
up in good faith oy the British Government to the

United States, and for which no return liaa yet
been made, or satisfaction offered ; ami as it ap-

pears from the documents now transmited, that

the United States are adding to the number of pris

oners placed in restraint as Hostages, Mis Excel-

lency is left no alternative, and is under the im-

perious necssity of ordering into close confine-

ment, all the American officers rcmaiinng hi his

possession, not heretofore considered aa Ilea-

tages.

It the instructiona of the Secretary of State

Before entering on the subject of the im-

pression produced on the centre divi.-ion, by
the intelligence of the disaster whicli had

overwhelmed the right, or northern, division,

it will be advisable to conclude the operations

which were imw undcrtiikcn, undrr Generals

Wilkinson and Hampton, in the Lo .er Pro-

vince. We may, however, nolice, that not-

leave to the discretion of Brigadier-Gcnrral Win-
der no latitude on the subject ot the twenty-
three British soldiers considered by Great Britain
as the sole justorigin of thesystemof retidiation,

the further prost^cution of this negotiatinn, for

an exchange of prisonerj, nmst be unavailin.', as
His Excellency, although prepared to waive all

minor considerations, as to meet the American
Govermn.'nt on a fair and liberal basis, is at the
same time unalterably firm in his deteimination
not to comprouiise in the slightest degree, that
principle of justice and equity upon wliich the
measures of his Govermnent have been iranied.

On a former occasion. Colonel Baynes counnu-
nicated to Major Melv.llo that if the prisoners o'
war in Canaila were not exchanged previous to
the arrival of the transports expected early in

the Spring, it would become a necessary measure
to relieve the Canadas of that charge, and that
they would be sent to England ; and on the open-
irg of the river navigation, the prisoners now at
Uonlreul will be sent to Quebec for that purpose.

(Signed) Edwahd Baynks,
Col., anJ Adjt. General.

No. 2.

Brigadier General Winder has received Colonel

Baynes' note of this morning, and has read it

with close and profound attention, not without
considerable surprise and the deepest regret-
surprise because it seems to have been expected
that the discussions depending between (Jolonel

Baynes and himself were in act t>' have fettled

and adjusted u principal question which will no
doubt occupy the Contrress at Gottunburg—re-

gret because he fears that the beneficial consf

(inences which would result from making ex-
changes, as far as was practicable under the
powers held by General Winder, inu^t bo defeated

tty persisting in the views held out by the note of
Colonel Baynes—exchanges which would restore

to liberty so many brave ami honorable men of

both nations, who may otherwise linger out a
te lions protracted confinement, finally to bo ter-

nnnated by an inglorious death, and which beside,

would have left untouched in the fullest extent,

the pretensions of Great Britain, on tii.e questioa

from whence the system of retaliation has arisen.

It appears to Brigadier General Winder, from
the note of Colonel Baynes, that he considered

an exchange made under the restriction in Briga-

dier General Winder's power, as ar. abandonment
or compromising the principle in question by the

British Government.— Surely, if this were the

case, as according to Brigadier General Winder's

conception it certainly is not, it would have bec&
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therefore moved from the head of Lake Erie

to IJiiirulo, whence Ihey were forwarded to the

Niagara disLiict, to join the expedition con-

templated a'-'ainst the Lower Province, and in

part to suppl}- the detachments which had

been already drafteti from that district,ritid con

veyed to Sackett's Harbor for the same pur-

pose.

Ithadbeenttic bellied plan of the American

Oovernmont from the
Aniorican Policy- ^ „ ,

,

coinineiicemciit ol the

war, to make a deci.-ive attack on the

Lower Province. We gather this from

the correspondence between the oiliccrs in

command, and the biiroau of \' ar at Washing.

ton, and we shall proceed to show how this

ttllowcd, liut considered at the same time, that if,

in its whole extent, it was not acceptable to his

Excellency lie would hold himself ready to em-

brace any modification of them, which might be

more ncx't-ptable, and within Brigadier-geucral

Winder's power.

Tiiia propo-iilion appearing to Brigadier- general

Winder to bo «o entirely within the principles

contained in (J>!. IJiiyncs' note, he feels the most

sangnino assiira; oe of its acceptance, and, without

encumberiii;.' it with anything else, he hastens to

submit it wiiliout delay.

(Signed) \Vm. Windkr,

Biig Gen. U.S. Army.

No. 4.

with the army of Briti>li Xorili America, com-
mencing from iho fiisi 'let (if t'osiiliiit's on either

side, excepting only twenty-tin oo liiiiiiii soldiers,

and the faitysix Aineneau olliciMs and non-com-

missioned ollicei's to be received as hotftages; it

being further stipiil.ited tliiit the 1 i.st-mentioned

forty-six will bi; iiiatiMl on the I'jjtiii;; of ordinary

pri.-()ncrs of win-, mid oxeliii:iged as sucli when-
ever the twenty-tlireu l{i'i(i.-h siiidicis are so re

-

leiised or delivered over for exchange.

The details conlaimd in Biig.idior-gencral

Winder's note of the Ulh instant are accepted of,

as foiniing the outline lor a niui'inl urraugemciU

for carrying the exch uigu into c'l'eet.

(Signed) Knw*.a;) Bavnes,

Adjutunt-general, B.N,A.

Head Quarters, Montreal,

Adjutant Generurs OfBco,

April 12th, 1814.

Colonel Baynes has to acknowledge Brigadier-

general Winder's note of the 11th instant, and is

commanded to acquaint him, that the commander
of the forces consents to an exchange of liostages,

and all others, luisonera of war iu conformity to

the scale of the cartel, under the pievions stipu-

lated conditions recited in his note, viz.—That

the twenty -three Briiisli soldiers 6rst confined as

hostages, and the forty-six American officers and

non-commissioned officers confined as hostages,

in retUiation for the same, remain nntouehed

and be not included iu the present proposed ex-

change.

It appealing that the American Government

assert to have placed seventy seven British offic-

ers iu confinement as hostages, and the right to

rewliatc in an eiiual number, being assimied by

the commander of the forces, it would be ncccs-

8ary to place thirty-one American officers iu

similar restraint, in order to hold seventy-seven

to restore in exchange ; but to avoid the perform-

ance of so implcasant a task, it is proposed that

it bo taken for granted that this further act of

retaliation has licen carried into effect, and that

the number of hostages on both sides, being

equal in number, amounting to seventy-seven, are

declared released as hostages, and placed on the

footing of ordinary prisoners of war, to be ex-

changed aa such, in conformity to the cartel.

That this measure take place Immediately in

Quebec, and with tlie least possible delay in the

United States and Ilalifax.

The exchange contemplated, is to include every

tedividual held as a prisoner of war connected

No. 5.

Ilead Quarters, Montreal,

Adjutant Genei-.d's ()fBce,

April lith, 1814.

Colonel Baynes has to ac'<no«-lodge Brigadier-

general AVindcr's note of the lltli inst:int, and is

connnauded to acquaint him, tli;it the commander
of the forces has no olye.'tion to the principle

upon which his excli inge is proposed by the Se-

cretary of Slate as a preli ninary measure to hia

entering upon the proponed negotiation, provided

that the basis upon which tlnu, ne;;otiation is to

bo conducted, iii in its prisiciulo admissible, and
holds out a fair and a veasanable prospect of pro-

ducing the dcbired end.

His Ex'jollonc'y considered the proposal ixs stat-

ed in the Secretary of State's letter of 19th March
as coming under that description, and ihe accom-
panying letter of instructions of Mie same date,

comporting with the '^nie, be did not hesitate to

grant his consent to the proposel exchange of

Brigadier-general Wiiuhr, as a proper pre-

liminary measure ; but a subsequent commu-
nication from the Secretary of the ITiiited States,

being received by Brigadl.ir-general Winder, and
represented by him to have been introduced into

the first instructions, alterations in themselves

inadmissible in principle, and that the same had
been omitted by error iu transcribing the firs!

copy, and were therefoie to be considered aa

forming the text and spirit of the proposition.

The commander of the forces considered himself

absolved from his assent to a document which

had, from the act of the proposing party, becom«
a nullity ; and thereby cancelling wliatever might

have emanated from it, andtliat he was atlibert/
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dptcnnination was carried out—tho force ctn-

ploj'cd, the fiitc- wliicli attended Mie attempt,

and tlie causes wliioli l.nl to tlie iniiro failure

of a sclierne, deliberately planned, loiij^clierisli-

cd as one of the certain means of reducing

tho Camillas, aiid undertaken with every

accompaniment of force, that it was in the

power of the American (iovernment to im

part to it.

to revert to the alternative sugijcsted in the Se-

cretary of State's tiist letter, and nject tlie pro-

posal ill toto.

Colonel Bayncs is directed to iiiforni Brigadier

General Winder, that it id not His Exeelieiicy's

intention to sauclion any partial exchange, except
for the express purpose s'ated in tlie Secretary

of State's letter, with which he thinks it highly

expedient and proper to comply, but he must, re-

quire from that ollicer a must direct and un-

equivocal assurance, that he is authorized to treat

and ratif'i/, wUliout furthtf reservation, on the

part of /lis government, a negotiation on the prin

ciples stuteii in Coloi.ei U.iyiies' note ot t<ie 11th

and l'2th, aiiU in Ueiiend Wnidur's note uf the

11th instant—in »hieh case his exehangu will be

declared tuU and cuniplute.

Biigad er General Winder will cxcase this

demand which has become necessary trom the

doubts which he has himself created, as to the

nature and extent of the restriction recently

placed upon him by his government.

(Signed,) Edwaru Baynes,

Adjt. Geu. B. N. A.

No. 6.

Montreal, April 18th, 1814.

Brigadier General Winder very much regrets

that he should have failed i'l coniniuiiieatiiig to

Colonel Baynes in the last iniciview, the extent

of the powers couimuni'^ated to him with requisite

precision.

It was the intention of Brisradier General

Winder to have slated, that his powers extendeii

without restriction, to propose and agree to an

exchange of all Biiiish I'nsoiiers ot War taken

from the cummanU ol Sh' George I'levo^t, except

the twenty-three men put into eonfiueaient in

retaliation lor the twenty-three men sent to

Englaiiil, to which extent he now as;»ui'es Ci)lonel

Buynes iiis powers extemt, embracing all the

subjects contained in Colonel Baynes' notes ot

the 1 Uh and I'itti, and Brigadier Genera'. Winder's

of the llth.

As it was not the intention of Brigadier General

Winder that hia Excellency should have the least

It had 'x'cn decided that the attack should

bo made from two points, from tlio east

under General Hampton, with pcrliajis, tho

•uost efficient division that had as yet taken

he field during the war; and from the west,

under the immediate direction of tlic com-

mander-in chief, (Jeneral Wilkinson.

question as to the extent of his powers, he cannot
but feel mortilied, tlii'.t an idea should have been
entertained for a moment that he intended to

render thcni in the least degree doubtful, and he
trusts this avowal will remove all such impres>

sions, and enable Coh^nel Baynes ami himself,

upon the adjustment of Brigadier General Winder's
exchange, to proceed without delay to the at-

rangement.

(Signed,)

Brig.

Wm. WiNDEll,

Gen., U, S. Army,

General Order, Adjutant General's Office,

Ilead Quarters, Montri<al,

July 18th, 1814.

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces

innounces to the troops under his command, that

having at the invitaiion of the American gt)vern>

ineiit, deputed Colonel Baynes, Adjutant Ueneral,

and Lieutenant Colonel Brenton, I'ruvincial Aide-

de-camp, to meet on Thursday last at Chniiiplain,

Colonel Lear, late Consul General of the United

States at Algiers—for the purpose of reconsider-

ing the convention for the exchange of piisoners

wliich had been entered into on the l.)th of

April last, between Colonel Baynes and Brigadier

General Winder; and of removing whatever ob-

jictions might be made to the due execution

of It:—and the said meeting having taken place

iiccordingly, all objections to the said convention

were then, and there, completely removed ; and
the same was, on the 16ih instant, fully and defi-

nitively ratihed by Colonel Lear, on the pi.rt of

the United States; (he having full powc for tiiat

purpose) with a supplemental y clause, by which
the twenty-three British soldiers, and tho forty-

six American olHcers, the hostages mentioned in

tiie first article of the said oonvention, are de-

clared to be include! in tliat coiiventioii, and ara

to he released and exchanged, in the smie man-
ner as other prisoners of War, mentioned in the

saii:e articles, notwithstanding the exception to

them therein contained ;—and Iiis Excellencv is

pleased hereby to direct that this General Order
be considired in explanation and conbrmatiun of

the said General Orders issued un the Kith and
2nd July, 1814.

Edward Batnks,

i.djt. Gen. N. A.
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CHAPTER XVI.

CONTENTS.

The Expedition under Gen. Wilkinson. —The
numbers engaged at Chrysler's Farm.—Geaeral

Hampton's movements—his force.—Wilkinson

retires to winter quarters.—General order.

—

Causes of the failure ot the expeditions.- -Im-

pression produced on the centre division by

the disaster of the right.—Prevost's instruc-

tions.— Movements of Colonel Murrry.

—

Destruction of Newark, now Niagara.—Move-

ments in the West.—Attack on Fort Niagara.

We will follow the fortunes of the coni-

The Expedition un- mander - in - chief, first,

dcrGen.VVilkiiison. assigning due deference

to his rank. The point selected for rendezvous

was Grenadier Island, some eighteen miles

distant from Sackelt's Harbour; this point

had been chosen for its contiguity to the St.

Lawrence, and at this place, after various

casualties, the expedition, amounting to some

eight thousand eight hundred men, arrived

by the 24th of October. Previous to the

arrival of the troops the following corres-

pondence had passed between General Wilkin-

son and Commodore Chauncey :

—

"The main body of the division of the

army at this point (Niagara) has sailed to

join that at Sackett's Harbour, at the head of

the St. Lawrence, with the design to reduce

Kingston and Prescott, and to proceed thence

to Montreal.

" The main body of the enemy's force is,

in this vicinity, at the head of the lake and

in York, leaving Kingston very weak.

" The enemy's squadron, beaten and forced

to the head of th.. lake, is not in a situation

to attempt the regaining of Kingston harbor,

16 .

ivhilo the American squadron keeps an eye

jpon it

*• Under these circumst inces, will it be for

the interest of the service, that the American

squadron should accompany the flotilla with

the troops, or shall it watch the British

squadron, effect its destruction, and prevent

the sudden transport of the division of the

enemy by a rapid movement by water to re-

inforce Kingston ?

" It strikes me, that, in tha first case, the

enemy Mng apprised of our intention," by
our movements, which cannot be concealed,

may, with the aid of their squadron, reach

Kingston before our troops are embodied and
organized for the attack; and thus the reduc-

tion of the place may be spun out to the

consumption of the season, and, of course,

the main design must fail.

" In the second case, while the American

squadron blocks up that of the enemy at the

head ofthe lake, the flotilla will enjoy a free sea,

and the British, by being cut offfrom transport

by water, will be thrown back in their arriva

at Kingston; long before which period the

place must be taken, and our army landed on

Montreal Island—no act of God intervening

to thwart our intentions."

Fort George, Oct. 1st, 1813.

To this communication a prompt reply was
made by Chauncey.

U. S. Ship Pike,

Off" Niagara,

Occ. 1st, 1813.

"Dear Sir,—^The reasons you assign, in

your memorandum, why the American squad-

ron should remain in this vicinity, in preference

to accompanying the flotilla down the lake,

are so conclusive, and correspond so exactly



949 HISTORY OP THE WAR OP 1812.

m

I

^K

with my own iilcns and wishes on the subject,

that I have no other to offer. I will barely

observe that my best exertions shall be used

t3 keep the enemy in clieck in this part of

iht lake, or efTcct his destruction. Yet, with

my utmost cxiTtions and greatest vigilance,

ho may (when favoured by a strong w 'stcrly

wind) slip past mo in the night, and get

eighteen or twenty hours start of me down

the lake, before I can discover his movement.

If that should be the case, I shall lose no

time in following him, with so much celerity,

as to prevent his interrupting you in your

operations upon Kingston."

Isaac Chauncet.

The Secretary at War (General Armstrong's)

observations so entirely coincide with our

own view of the case that we are tempted to

transcribe them, adopting ihem fully.

•' That a project, giving to the fleet a false

position ; diverting it from the important duty

of covering the descent of an entire division of

the army from Fort George to Sackett's

Harbor, and thereby directly exposing it to

capture or destruction, should have met the

high approbation and cordial welcome of the

naval commanders, is a problem not easily

solved."

Subsequent events confirm this opinion,

as Sir James Yeo, who was not the man

to allow himself to be confined in port,

pushed boldly into the lake, and arrived at

Kiiigston on the 7th. The most unfortunate

part of the affair for the British was, that Sir

James kept the northern side of the lake, and

thus leit the boats carrying the division

(much dispersed and wholly defenceless) with-

out molestation. Had he been compelled, by

adverse winds, to beat down the lake, the

probability is great that he must have fallen

in with the fiotill^. and in auch a case the fate

of the division would have been sealed.

It had been anticipated by the American

commander that General Do Rottenburg would

have taken measures to reinforce Proctor, and

provide for the defence of Maiden, but instead

of doing so, that general despatched nearly all

his effective troops, under convoy of Sir James

Yeo, to provide for Kingston.

Having thusbrought the Americans to their

place of rendezvous, and seen the British

reinforcements arrive, in safety, at Kingston,

vre will accompany the American general-in-

chief in the demonstrations, which followed

to his abandonment of the movement against

Kingston.

Having only eight thousand men, and tlic

British at Kingston now niiinbciin<^ nearly

two thousand, it was deemed advisable to

subsil*ute Montreal for the point of attack,

especially as Commodore Cliaiincey volu!-,-

( 'ered to watch both channels, so as to ensure

a quiet sail, or pull, down the river to the

flotilla. Unfortunately, however, the American

commodore was as little competent to cxccutt

one undertaking as the other, and no sooner

was the expedition consisting of three hundred

large boats, exclusive of schooners, sloops,

and twelve hes,yy gun boats, safely under

weigh, than two brigs, two schooners and

several gun boats were on the "qui vivc" to

annoy them. The first detention was at

French's Creek, directly opposite the point,

at which an army, destined for Kingston,

might be supposed to land, hero a halt of

some five or six days occurred, during which

time the flotilla and troops were much annoy-

ed by the teazing British vessels from the bay

opposite French Creek. On the 5th Novembor,

another start was effected, and a place called

Hoag's, fouf miles below Morrisvilio, ami

about fifly from French Creek, was reached.

At this point the water procession halted

preparatory to passing Fort Wellington, dis-

tant six miles farther. The general here drew

up, agreeably to established custom, a pro-

clamation, addressed to the inhabitants of the

country he was about to conquer. " For its

brevity, no leSs than its moderation," says

James, " it far surpasses anything of the sort

hitherto promulgated byan American General.

" Proclamation of James Wilkinson, Major

General and commander-in-chief of an ex-

pedition against the Canadas, to the inhabi-

tants thereof:

" The army of the United States, which I

have the honor to command, invaded the

province to conquer, and not to destroy ; to

subdue the forces of his Britannic Majesty,

not to war against unoffending subjects.

Those, therefore, amongst you who remain

quiet at home, should victory incline to the

American standard, shall be protected in their

persons and property; but those who are

found in arms must necessarily be treated as

avowed enemies.—To necace is unmanly.—
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To seduce, dishonorable—yet it is just and

humane to place thebe atturnatives before

you."

On tho Tth the po .vder, ammunition and all

Ihc troops, except enough to man tlio boats

strongly, were lauded, the boats with mullled

oars, and keeping close to the Ogdensburg

side-, dropping down the river while the troops

and ammunition proceeded by land to the Red

Mill, fourteen miles below Ogdensburg. Tho

expedition proceeded on the next day, slowly,

after a skirmish between twelve hundred

American troops, who had been ordered to

land under Colonel Macomb, and a party of

militia, who had assembled about Fort Matilda,

for the purpose of annoying the troops in their

passage down the river, which is here not

more than live hundred yards wide.

On the Qth of November the flotilla arrived,

in the afternoon, at Williamsburg, on the

Canadian sid'^. Here the troops already on

shore, amounting to some twelve hundred

men, were reinforced by General Brown's

brigade, with a tx)dy of dragoons from the

American side.

From this point a detachment, numbering

some twenty-nine hundred or three thousand

men, was despatched to drive the British

troops trom the shore, along which they were

to march to Barnhartss's, a distance of about

twenty miles. A double object was to be

effected by this movement, as the boats would

be thereby lightened, in their long ai"i

perilous descent of the violent rapid called

the Long Sault, and would, at the same time,

be freed from any annoyance from an etiemy

00 shore. This body proceeded along the

banks a few miles, when they unexpectedly

found themselves brought to a stand at a

place called Chryeler's farm. The impediitaeat

in their way was a body of troops who w«re

P'.dpared to dispute the undisturbed march^
the Americans.

" Hitherto," says James, " the battles be-

tween the British and American troops had

been chiefly bush fighting skirmishes. Now
they met in an open champaign, where there

>vas no shelter for the American riflemen, no

rests for their pieces. All was conducted, as

Qeneral Wilkinson says, in open space and

fair combat"

The best account we can gire of the en-

gagement, will be found in the respective

bulletins of the commanding offlcerp.

From Lieutenant Colonel Jforriwn to Major

Ocncval Dc liottenhurg,

Chrysler's, Vrilliani.sluirg, Upper C.inada,

November 12th, 1813.

Sm,—I have the heartfelt gratificntion to

report the brilliant and gallant conduct of the

detftchniont from the centre division of the

army, a.s yesterday displayed in repulsing and

dcfeatinj,- a division of the enemy's force, con-

sisting of two brigades of infantry and a

regiment of cavalry, amounting to between

three and four thousand men, who moved
forward, about two o'clock in the afternoon,

from Chrysler's point, and .nttacked our

advance, which gradually fell back to the

position selected for the detacb-r.;..' .o occupy

;

the right resting on the ri or, and the le' m
a pine wood, exhibiting a front of about seven

hundred yards. The ground being open, the

troops were thus disposed : the flank compa-

nies of the 49th regiment, the detachment ot

the Canadian fencibles, with one field piece,

under Lieutenant Colonel Pearson, on the

right, a little advanced on the road; three

compar.ics of the 89th regiment, under Captain

Barnes, with a gun, formed in cchellon, with

the advance on its left supporting it. The
49th and 89th, thrown more to the rear, with

a gun, formed the main body and reserve, ex-

tending to the woods on the left, which were

occupied by the voltigcurs, under Major

Herriot, and the Indians under Lieutenant

Anderson. At alwut half past two the action

became general, when the enemy endeavored,

by moving forward a brigade from his rjght,

to turn our left, but was repulsed by the 89th,

forming en potence with the 49th, and both

corps moving forward, occasionally firing by

platoons. His efforts were next d'.-ected

against our right, and to repulse this movement

the 49th took ground in that dii-ection in

echellon, followed by the 89th ; whon within

half musket shot the line was formed, under

a heavy but irregular fire from the enemy.

The 49th was then directed to charge the gun

posted opposite to ours; but it became necc3>

sary, when within a short distance of it, to

check the forward movement, in consequent)

of a charge from their cavalry on tho right,

lest they should wheel about, and fall upon

their rear; but they were received in so
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gallant a manner by the companies of the

89ih, nncJcr Cuiituhi Barr.cH, and the w<Il-

(lirccted lire of tiie artillery, tliat they (juickly

retrcatcJ, and by an immediate charge Irom

those companies one gun was gained. The

enemy immeiliately concentrated llieir force

to check our advance, but such wastlie steady

countenance, and well-directed live of the

troops and artillery, that at about half-past

four they gave way at all points from an

exceeding strong position, endeavoring by

their light infantry to cover their retreat, who

were soon driven away by a judicious move-

r icnt made by Lieutenant Colonel Pearson.

The detachment for the night occupied the

ground from which the enemy had been

driven, and are now moving in pursuit.

I regret to find our loss in killed and wound-

ed has been so considerable ; but t. " t a most

essential service has been rendered to the

country, as the whole of the enemy's infantry,

aftcv the action, precipitately retired to (heir

own shores. It is now my grateful duty to

point out to your honor the benefit the service

has received from the ability, judgment, and

active exertions of Lieutenant Colonel Harvey,

the deputy-adjutant general, for .sparing whom
to accompany the detachment, I must again

publicly express my acknowledgments. To

the cordial ci-operation and exertions of

Lieutenant Colonel Pearson, commanding the

detachment frcm Prescott, Lieutenant Colonel

Plcnderleath, of the 49th, Major Cliflbrd, of

the 89th, Major Ilerriott, of the voltigeuns,

and Captain Jackson of the royal artillery,

combined li,n the gulLantry of the troops, our

great eucccss may be attiibuted. Every man

did his duty, and I believe 1 cannot more

strongly speak their merits than in mention-

ing, that our small force did not exceed eight

hundred rank and file. To Captains Davis

and Skinner, of the quarter-master-gcneral's

department, I am u'^.der the greatest obliga-

tionB for the assistance I have received from

them ; their zeal and activity has been un-

remitting. Lieutenant Ilagerman, of the

militia, has also, for his services, dc.erved iry

public acknowledgements, as has also Lieu-

tenant Anderson, of the Indtan department.

As the prisoners are hourly bringing in, I

.am unable to furnish your honor with a cor-

rect return of them, but upwards of one hun-

dred are in our possession ^ neither co'' I

give an account of the ordnance stores taken,

as the whole have not yet been collected.

I have the honor to be, Ac.

J. W. MOIIHISON,

Lieut. Col. 89th, commandirg

corps of observation.

Total of killed and wounded—one captain,

two drummers, nineteen rank and file, killed;

one captain, nine subalterns, six seijeanta,

one hundred and thirty-one rank and file,

wounded ; twelve rank and file, missing.

Col. Morrison does not mention the number

The immlM>".< I'MKHKcd of troops under Lis com-
ui ubry.l^r'B iM.n.. ^^„j ^^ Chrysler's farm,

but James places them at " eight hundred

rank and file, besides Lieutenant Anderson

and about thirty Indians, who had accom-

panied the detachment from Kingston."

This number Cencial Wilkinson has con-

tinued to swell in his olfieial letters''' from sis-

*Ftoih major-general Wilkinson to the Amerkan
sccrctarij at war.

IIkad-quautkrs, FnENcn Mills,
Adjoining the Province of Lower Cnnada,

ICth November, 1813,

Sir,—I beg leave to refer you to the journal

which accompanies this letter, for the particulars

of the movements of the corps under my com-
mand, down to the St. Lawrence, and will

endeavour to exert my unfeeblc mind to detail to

you the more striking and important iiicidcnti

which have ensued since my departure from
Grenadier Island, at the foot of Lake Ontario, on
the 8rd instant.

The corps oftheeneny which followed me
from Kingston, being on my rear, and in concert

with H heavy galley and a few gun-boats, seemed
determined to retard my progiess. I waa
tempted to halt, turn about, and put an end to

his teasing: but alas! I was confined to my bed.

Major- general Lewis waa too ill for any active

exertions ; and above all, I did not dare to sufTer

i/self to bo diverted a single day from the pros-

ecution of the views of government. I had
written major-general Hampton on the 6th iuBt,

by adjutant-general colonel King, and ''ad o^
dered him to form a junction with me on the St.

Lawrence, which I expected would take place

on the 9th or 10th. It would have been unpar-

donable, had I lost sight of this object au

instant. I deemed it of vital importance to the

issue of the campaign.
The enemy deserves credit for their zeal and

intelligence, which the active universal hostility

of the male inhabitants of the country enabled

them to employ to the greatest advantage.
ThuF while menaced by a respectable force

in the rear, the coast was lined with mus-
ketry in front, and at every critical part of the

river, which obliged me to march a detachment,

and Uiis impeded my progress.
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to the A7ncrican

toen hundred to two tliotisund, and noi

sutisficd even with this amplillcntion, in a

note to his mc^.oiia, written long subse-

quently, tlie AuicricnnCJeneral nrtually ven-

tured to state that, " the enemy shoucd

twenty five iiunch'ed men in battalim., on tiie

11th, and thin force was beaten b, ck, by

Boventecn hundred of nndm'qdincd troops,

upon a reserve of seven hundred men, making

tho whole strength of the enemy thirty-two

hundred men."

To disprove this is easy, and if we t 'ke Col.

Walbacks evidence, (who was in the action,

and swore, at tho general's court martial,

•'That he had a fair view of the enemy, and

and tliat he supposed tho whole, regulars,

militia, and indians to have been between

eleven find twelve hundred men") and compare

On tho evening of tho Otli, tho army halted a

few miles ti orn the head of Longuo SauU. On the

morning rf the 10th the enclosed order was is-

Bued. General Browne marched, »gree(iV)ly to

order, i .id at noon we were apprised, bv the re-

ports of Ills artillery, tliiit he was engaged some
distance below us. At the same time the t .leniy

were observed in our rear, and their galley and
eun-boats approached our flotil'a, and opened a

fire upon us, which obliged me to order a battery

of 18-pouiidcrs to be planted, and a shot from it

compelled the enemy's vessels to retire, together

with their troops, after some firing between the

advanced parties. By this time, in consequence
of his disombiirking and rc-enibarking the heavy
guns, the day was so far spent, that our pilots

did not dare to enter theSault (eis;ht miles a con-

tinued rapid), and therefore we fell down about
two miles, and came to anchor for the night.

Early the next morning everything was in rea-

diness for motion ; but having received no intel-

ligence from General Brown, I was still delayed,

as sound precaution required I should learn the

result of his affair, before I committed the flotilla

to the Sault.

At half-past ten A.M , an officer of dragoons
arrived with a letter, in which the General in-

formed me he hud forced the enemy, and would
reach the foot of the Sauit eaily in the day. Or-

ders were immediately given for the flotilla to

sail, at which instant the enemy's gun-boats ap-

peared, and began lo throw shot among us. In-

form ition was at tho same time brought me from
Brigadier-general Boyd, that the enemy's troops

were advancing in colunni. I immediately gave
orders to him to attend them. This re])ort was
soon contradicted. Their gun-boats, however,
continue 1 to scratch us, and a variety of reports

of their niovomcnts and counter-movements were
brought to me in succe?;sioi), which convinced nie

of their determination to hazard an attack, when
it could bo done to tho greatest advantage; and
I therefore resolved to anticipate them Direc-

tions were acconliiigly sent by that distinguLshed

officer, Colonel Swift of tho engineers, to Brigad-

it with tho testimony of M.njor-gcnornls T,owla,

i.oyd, Covington, and Swartwout, ^vho con-

curred in opinion "that tho Hritish force

amounted to alunit five liiimlreil," .lames,

statement may be considered as very nearly

correct. Ily adding a« much to the luunbcrs

! given by the four generrds, as wo deduct from

Walback's, wc arrive at James' numbers. Tliis

may fairly be done, as at the Court Martial

• one party was doing his best to support

general Wilkinson, while the others were,

I

perliapsJ, influenced by opposite feelings.

Having settled this point, wo will in turn,

attempt to fix tho numbers of Americana.

It has been truly said that

—

" A tanpli'd web we weave,

When llrat wo iiractic(^ to iloeeivo."

and this is literally tho case with General

ier-gcn. Boyd, to throw down the detachments of

his command, assigned to him in tho order of the
preceiiuig day, and composed of men of his own,
Covington's and Swartwout's brigades, into three

colunnis, to march upon the enemy, outflank

them if possible, and take their artillery.

The action soon after cummc .ced with the

advanced body of tho enemy, and became ex-

tremely sharp and galling; and lasled, with oc-

casional pauses, not sustained with great vivacity,

in open space, and fair combat, for upwards of
two hours and a half, the adverse lines alternately

yielding and advancing. It is impo>sible to say

with accuracy what was our number o'l tho field,

because it consisted of indefniite detachments,
taken from the boats, to render safe the passage

of theSault.

General Covington and Swartwout voluntarily

took part in the action, at the head of the de-

tachments from their respective brigades, and
exhibited the same courage that was displayed by
Brigadier-general Boyd, who happened to be
the senior officer on the ground. Our force en-

gaged might have readied 1000 or 1700 men,
but actually did not exceed 1800. That of the

enemy was estimated from 1200 to 2000, but did

not probably amount to more tiian 1500 or 1000
;

coni^isting as I am informed, of detnchnu'iits from

the 49th, 84th, and 104th regiments of the lino,

with three companies of the voltigeur and Glen-

gary corps, and the milit'.a of the country, who
are not included in the estimate.

It would be presumptuous in nio to attempt to

give you a detailed account of this affair, which
certainly reflects high honor on the valor of tho

Atuerican soldiers, as no example can be pro-

duced of undisciplined men, with inexperienced

officers, braving a fire of two hours and a half,

without quitting the i.eld; or yielding to their an-

tagonists. But, sir, the iiiforniation 1 now give

you is derived from officers in my confidence,

who took active parts in tho conflict ; for, al-

though I was enabled to order tho attack, it was
my hard fortune not to bo able to lead the troops

I commaudcd.
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WilkinKon. In his ttrsi letter that ofTlccr

declari'H thnt 'MJcticnil noytl'H (orco ilitl not

exceed ei^htein liiiiuhcil men." In his se-

cond letter, the (ii;nerul discoverM and corrects

an omission of six hundred men under Lieut.

Colonel Uplmin. In a note to the Cieneriir«

book wo meet with the new assertion, " T/u:

force nnder Ucncnil JioijJ, whirh cngntjcd the

enemy at Chryshr'n, was si'pkiiioii to him ;"

in this case lloyd's force must have exceeded

thirty-two hundred men. We leave it to the

reader to judge and reconcile the conllicting

assertions.

From Wilkinson's own notes, wo may safely

place the numbers ol the Americans at twenty-

nine hundred men, acting under General Hoyd

and as assistants to the crews of the flotilla, in

navigating the rapids; and making the most

liberal allowance for this head, we have slill

left an American force thrice as great as that

of the Uritish, at Chrysler's.

On the evening of the day of battle, the

Americans retired to their boats and embarked,

The disease with which I was ar^sailed on the

Snd of St'ptcmber, on my journey to Fort-George,

having, witli a (ew slioit inturvuls of coi./aius-

cence, preyed on mo ever since ; at the mo-
ment of this action I was confined to my bed, un-

able to sit on a horse, or to move ten paces

without assistance. I must, however, bo par-

doned for tPL'spassin;; on your time by a few remarks
in relation to this uflair. The objects of tlie

Britis'.i and American comnianders were precisely

opposed, the first being bound by the instructions

of liis government, and the moat solenm obliga-

tions of duty, to precipitate ids descent of the

St. Lawrence by every practicable means, because

this being eifected, one of the greatest diflicultics

oppo:ied to the American aiiny would bo sur-

mounted; and the former by duties equally im-

periou-i, to retard it, and if possible to prevent

such a descent. Ho is lo be accounted victorious

who etfucted tins purpose. Tito British com-
mander having failed to gain either of tiie ob-

jects, can lay no claims to the honors of the day.

The battle lluctuated, and the victory seemed at

different times inclined to the contending corps.

The front of the enemy was at first force.; baelv

more tlm.. a mile, and though they never regained

the ground they lost, their stand was permanent,

and their charges resolute. Amidst these charges,

and near the close of iiie contest, we lost a field-

piece by the fall of the officer who was serving

it with the same coolness as if he had been at

parade, or at a review. This was lieutenant

Snntii, of the light artillery, who in point of merit

stood conspicuous. The enemy having halted,

and our troops iiaving again formed in battalia,

front to front, and the fire having ceased on both

Bides, we resumed our position ou the bank of the

river, and the infantry being much fatigued, the

fJciicrii

niovomi'iitu—liis I'ori'i'

proceeding to llarnhoi tz, neor Cornwall, not

as had been their intention by n land march,

but in crowded boats, exposed to the annoy-

ing lire of their purduerd both by luiul unu

water.

Leaving, for a short f;pacc Ocn. Wilkinson,

we will follow the for-

Ilnmpt..n's
tunes of tien. Hampton,

whom we left, organising

an attack, from the eastward, with, as we

have previously stated, perhaps the most effi-

cient division that had as yet taken the field

during the war. As to numbers we have the

auihority of the Washington organ, vihich

states that at Burlington " were then collected

five thousand regulars, under Major-Ceneral

Hampton. Two thousand more were on their

march and immediately expected from the

Kastern States, and several smaller bodies

were pushing to that post bom other quarters."

Allowing that all these troops, either did

not arrive in time, or were not required by

the American General, we have still in his

whole were re-imbarked, and proceeded down the

river without further annoyance from the enemy
or their gun boats, while the drngoons with five

pieces of light nrtillery marched down the Canada
shore without molestation.

It is duo to his rank, merit, and services, tliat

I should make paiticular mention of brigadier-

general Covington, who received a mortal wound
directly through his body, while animating Ida

men, and leading them to the charge, lie (ell

where he fought, at the head of his men, and

survived but two days.

The next day the Hotifa passed through the

Sault, and joined that excellent oilicer, brig.idier-

gen. Brown, at Barnhart/., near Cornwall, where

lie had been instructed to take post and wait my
arrival, and where I coiifiTlently expected 'o hear

of major-general Hampton's arrival ou the oppo-

site shore.

But immediately after I bad halted, col. Atkin-

son, inspector-general of the division unde." ma-

jor-general Hampton, waited on me with a letter

from that oflieer, in which, to my unspeakable

mortification and surprise, he declined the junc-

tion ordered—and informed me he was marching

to Lake Champliyn, by way of co-operation in

the proposed attack upon Montreal. This letter,

together with a copy of that to which it is in an-

swer, were immediately submitted to a council of

war, composed of many general oflicers, and the

colonel commanding the elite, the chief engineer

and ailjutant-general, who immediately gave it

as their opinion, that the attack on Montreal

should be abandoned for the present season, and
I the army near Cornwall be iiiniediately crossed

to the American shore, for taking up winter

quarters, and that this place iifforded an eligible

position tor such quarters. I icquiesced in this
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letter, to the Secretary of Wnr, of the I'itli

0;;tot»er, vtry Kiitisfaclory proofs not only us

to nuinlicis, but also i.s to cdicieiicy.

" Four thousand fffWiive infuntry, iind a

well iippointij train of artillery, ought to in-

s.plrc you willi sonic relianco upon our anny."

Hero is cviilcnce to suhstantiatc our asscr-

lion, ami be it remarked tiiat there is no proof

ihat the expected reinforcements did no^

arrive, as General Hampton speaks only of

tli'ective infuntry, and would not be likely to

include the raw levies which were pouring in

on him in the catc|j;()ry of etroctives. Neither

is mention made of cavalry, although a force

without which American movements were

seldom attempted.

On the 22nd October, General Hampton

reached the junction of the Outarde and

Chateauguay rivers. Here Col. I)e Salaberry

was prepared to check their further advance

with literally a handful of Canadians, and

most j idiciously does ho seem to have posted

himself. According to Christie, " In his rear

there was a small rapid, where tho river was

fordable ; this he covered with a strong breast-

work and a guard, keeping at the same time

a strong picijuet of the Bcauharnois militia,

opinion, not from the shortness of the stock of

provisions, (which had been reduced by the acts

ol (iiod,) because our meat had been increased

five (lay.>i, and our bread had b<.'en reduced only

two diiys ; and because we could, in case of ex-

tremity, have lived im the enemy, but because
.

the loss of tlic division uiider nuijor-geiieral |

tiUes the opinion of the general officers who were

in advance on the right bonk of the river,

lest tho etu'my approaching under cover of tho

forest, might cross the ford and dislodgo him

from his ground."

Hampton, perceiving tho importance of

forcing this position, ordered Colonel I'urdy

on the nigiit of the 2.^th, with a strong body

to fall on De Salaberry's rear, while he attacked

him in front with the nuiin body. Fortunately

I'urdy got bewildered in the wooils, and did

not gain the point of attack asde.>>ired. In tho

morning General Hampton, with from three

thnisund live hundred to four thousand men
under General Izard, advanced, expecting

every hour to sec the ellects of I'uulyV attack

from the rear. This advance was gallantly

met by De Salaberry, and checked the Ameri*

can skirmishers retreating on the main body.

This retreat was mistaken for a llight and tho

advancing body wavered, De Salaberry remxrk-

ing that, from numbers ho must be speedily

outflanked, resorted to a ruse which proved

completely successful. He ordered the buglers

placed at intervals to sound an advance, wliich

From (jeneral Wilkinson to the American see-

rctari) at war.

Ilcad-quartcrs, French Mills, Nov. 18, 1813.

Sir,—I beg this may be considered as an ap-

pendage to my ollicial communication respecting

the action of the 11th instant.

I last evening receiveu dio enclosed in;orroa-

tion, the result of tlie examination of su"i'r?

prisoners taken on the field of battle, which ju-

Uarnpton weakened my force too sensibly to jus-

tify the attempt.

In all my measures and movements of conse-

quence, I have taken tho opinion of my general

officers, which have been accordant with my

day, witliout seeing or hearing from the powerml
force of the enemy in our neighbourhood, and

tho same day reached this position wiih tho artil-

lery and infantry.

The dragoons have been ordered to Utica and

its vicinity, and I expect are 50 or CO miles on

tho march. You have, under cover, a summary
abstr.ictof the killed and wounded in the affair of

the Uth instant, which will soon be followed by

a particular return ; in which, a first regard will

be paid to individual merit. Tlie dead rest in

honor, and the wounded bleed for their country,

aud deserve its gratitude. With respect,

I have the honor to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

J AS. WILKINSON.
Here follows a statement of tlie killed aud

wounded;— A'i//rt/. H)2.— h'oanded, 236.

Hon. J. Armstrong, &c. &c. &c.

m tlie engagement. Tliis goes to prove that,

although tlie imperious obligations of duty did

not allow me sufficient time to rout the enemy,
they were beaten; the accidental loss of one field-

piece notwUlistanding, after it had been dis-

cliarsjed 15 or 20 times. I have also learned,

I remained on the Canadian shore till the next from what has been considered good authority,

hut I will not vouch for the correctness of it,

that the enemy's loss exceeded 5U0 killed and
wounded.
Tho enclosed report will correct an error in

my former communication, as it ajipears it was
the 8'Jth, and not tho 84tli, British regiment,

which was engaged on the 11th I bog leave

to mention, in the action of tho lltli, what,

from my severe indisposition, I have omitted.

Having received information, lato in the day,

that the contest had become 80inewl;at dubious,

I ordered up a reserve of 500 men, whom I had
ordered to stand by their arms, under lieutenant-

col. Upham, who gillantly led them into action,

which terminated a few minutes after their arrival

oil the ground. With great consideration and re-

8pect,I have the honor to be, &c.

James AVilkiksos,

Uou. John Anustrong, secretary at war.
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had the effect of checking the ardor of the

enemy, and, just at this moment, a company of

the Provincial militia, hitherto concealed,

opened an unexpected fire on the main body.

This almost flank fire, and the extended line

along which the bugles appeared to sound,

possessed General Hampton and his army

with the idea that a powerful body was in

front and on the flanks, and the Americans

were thrown into the utmost disorder, and a

tumultuous and precipitate retreat ensued

—

leaving Col, DeSalaberry, with scarcely three

hundred Canadians, master of the field. About

the close of the afiair Sir George Prevost and

General DeWatteville arrived on the ground.

Even Ingersol is compelled to remark re-

specting this affair, " Encomium on the prow-

ess of Col. De Salaberry . \\s Canadian

countrymen is probably v A''
*' funded. It is

true that a few hundred of them worsted an

army of between four and five thousand Ame-

rican regulars, when General Hampton had

been for some time assiduously preparing for

active service, and the bubble of Canadian

conquest burst and evaporated, if not for' r,

at any rate for that war."

A more detailed account will be found in

the foUowia 5 general order of October 27th

:

Hfad-Quarters,

A Fourche, on Chateavgnay river.

Oct. 21th, 1813.

General ouiiers.—His excellency the go-

vernor-in-chief and commander of the forces

has received from mejor-general De Watte-

ville, the report of the affpir which took place

at the advanced position of his post, at 11

o'clock on Tuesdcy rocning, between the

American army under the command of major-

general Hampton, and the advanced pickets

of the British thrown out for the purpose of

covering working parties, under the direction

of licut. col, De Salaberry ; the judicious pos-

ition chosen by that ofiicer, and the excellent

disposition of his little band, composed of the

light infantry of Canadian fencibles, and two

companies of Canadian voltigeurs, repulsed

with loss the advance of the enemy's principal

column commanded by gen. Hampton in per-

son ; and the American light brigade under

col. M'Carty, was in a like manner checked

In its progress on the south side of the river,

by the gallant and spirited advance of the

flank company 3d battalion embodied militia,

under captain Daly, supported by captain

Bruyers' company of Sedentary militia. Cap.

tains Daly and Bruyers being botii wounded
and their companies having sustained some
loss, their position was immediately taken up

by a flank company of the first battalion em-

bodied militia. The enemy rallied and re-

peatedly returned to the attack, which termi-

nated only with the day in his complete

disgrace and defeat, being foiled by a handful

of men not amounting to a twentieth par' of

the force opposed to them ; but which, ne\er-

theless, by their determined bravery main-

tained their position, and effectually protected

the working parties, who continued their la-

bors unmolested. Liet, ccl. De Salaberry

reports having experienced the most able sup-

port from captain Ferguson, in command of

the light company Canadian Fencibles, and

also from captain Jean Bapt. Duchesnay, of

the two companies of Voltigeurs ; from cap-

tain Lamootc and adjutants Hebden and

O'SulIivan, and from every officer and soldier

engaged, whose gallantry and steadiness were

conspicuous and praiseworthy in the aighest

degree.

His excellency, the governor-in-chief and

commander of the forces, having had the sat-

isfaction of himself witnessing the conduct of

the troops on this brilliant occasion, feels it a

gratifying duty to render them that praise

which is so justly their due; to major-general

De Watteville for the admirable arrangement

established by him for the defence of his post

;

to lieiit. col. Do Salaberry, for his judicious

and oulcerlike conduct displayed in the choice

of position and arrangement of his force; to

the officers and men engaged with the enemy

the warmest acknowledgments of his E.xcel-

lency are due, for their gallantry and steadi-

ness, and to all the troops at the stati')n the

highest praise belongs, for their zeal, steadi-

ness, and discipline, an^' for the patient en-

durance of hardship and privation which thcv

have evinced. A determined jJcrFcvtrance in

this honorable conduct cannot fail of crosvn-

ing the brave and loyal Canadians with vic-

tory, and hurling disgrace and confusion on

the head of the enemy that would pollute

their happy soil.

By the report of prisoners, the enemy's

force is stated at 7,500 infantry, 400 cavalry,

and ten field pieces. The British advanced
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British a<lvanced

force actually engaged, did not exceed tJiree

hundred. The enemy sufTered severely from

our fire, as well as from their own ; some de-

tached corps having fired upon each other by
mistake in the woods.

Canadian light company had 3 rank and

file killed-l sergeant, 3 rank and file wounded.

Voltigeurs, 4 rank and file wounded.

Third battalion, flank company, 1 captain

wounded—2 rank and file killed, 6 wounded,

and four missing.

Chateauguay Chasseurs, 1 captain wounded.

Total—5 rank and file killed—2 captains, 1

sergeant, 13 rank and file wounded, and 4
missing.

Officers wounded—captain Dalj', 3d em-

bodied militia, twice wounded severely, but
not dangerously. Captain Bruycrs, Chateau-

guay chasseurs, slightly.

(Signed) EDWARD BAYNES, adj. gen.

After his repulse at Chateauguay, General

Hampton retreats. Hampton retreated to his

late position ; and, on assembling a council of

wai, it was determined to fall back on their

former position at Four Corners, so as to

keep open the communication with the United

States, and, at the same time, be in readiness,

if possible, to renew an attack on the enemy.
The retreat was much impeded and harrasscd

by the Canadian militia,* who hung on their

rear; and, indeed, so great had been the fa-

tigues and privations experienced by the

Eastern division, from constant attacks and
the inclemency of the season, that General

Hampton, deeming farther co-optration with

General Wilkinson impossible, shortly after

fell back upon Plattsburg, and retired to win-

ter quarters.

We will now return to General Wilkinson,

whom we left, near Cornwall, awaiting the

arrival of General Hampton.

Wilkinson retires General Wilkinson was not
to winter quarters kept very long in suspense,

as on the 12 th November, a letter from

Hampton made its appearance, '^llfi>ifi)ig"

according to the commander-in-chief," all his

* Sir deovfte Prevost, in liis ollioial ilespateli on tliis

occasion, sulieited I'loni tlie Prince Uegeiit, as a niarlc of
his (traoioiis approbitioii of the eniborlied battalions of

the Canadian militia, live pairs of colors, for tho 1st,

2nd, 3rd, tth, and Bth battalions, which was accord-

ingly graitud.,

hopes, and destroying every prospect of tho

campaign." A council of war was called on

the receipt of this communication, and it was

determined that "the conduct of Major Gen-

eral Hampton, in refusing to join his division

to the troops descending the St. La« rence (to

carry an attack on Montreal,) rendered it ex-

pedient to move the army to French Mills, on

Salmon river."

This determination was carried into efiect

on the 13th.

General order. The retreat of the two Amer-

ican generals, with their forces, having re-

moved every appearance of danger, the com-

mander of the forces, by a general order of

the 17th November, dismissed the Sedentary

Militia, with due acknowledgements of the

loyalty and zeal which they had manifested.*

The failure of an invasion planned on so

great a scale was with difliculty apologised

for by the public journals in the pay of go-

vernment ; but the Boston Gazette, not having

a share of government patronage, was ena-

bled to speak out boldly ; and we transcribe

an extract from that journal :

—

"Every hour is fraught with doleful tidings

—humanity groans from the frontiers. Hamp-

ton's army is reduced to about two thousand,

AVilkinson's cut up and famishing ; crimina-

tion and recrimination are the order of the

day. Democracy has rolled herself up in

weeds, and laid down for its last wallowing in

the slough of disgrace. Armstrong the cold-

* " Head Quarters, Lachiue,

November lllh, 1813.

" General Order.—The divisions of sedentary

militia called out by the general order of the 8th

instant, are to be disbanded and to return to their

respective Iioir. 3, in the following order.
" His excellency the governor in chief and com-

mander of tho forces, in dispcnsiu};, for Hi o pre-

sent, with the further services of the militia, feels

I he greatest satisfaction in acknowledging the

cheerful alacrity with which they have repaired

to their respective posts, and tlie loyalty and zeal

they have manifested at the pro-ipect of encoun-

tering tho enemy—although ho has been checked
in his career by the bravery and discipline of his

Majesty's troops in tho Upper Province, and thus

frustrated in his avowed intention of landing on
this island, his excellency feels confident that had
ho been enabled to reach it, whatever might
have been his force, he would have met with that
steady and determined resistance from the militia

of the province, which would have terminated

his third attempt for its invasion, like those which
orcccdcd it, iu defeat and disgrace.

• 5 ',.,,
""
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blooded, director of all the military anarchy,

is chopfuUcn."

The Boston Gazette was not the only plain

spoken journal in this respect. Similar ridi-

cule assailed government from all parts of the

north and east, and announced that " com-

plete ruin from Champlain to Erie,v marked

the retrograde of American arms, closing the

year 1813 with a destructive invasion."

It will be now interesting to inquire into

the causes of the failure, and to ascertain how
far it was attributable to the gallantly of the

defenders, and in what degree to be ascribed

to the disputes or imbecility of the American

generals.

It appears as ifan overruling Providence had

Causes of the ftiilure
o' ^ain^d that, by means

of the oxiieditioiis. of inefficient leaders, the

expeditions, from which the greatest results

were expected, should be precisely those to

be frustrated and covered with ignominy and

shame. Hull, Dearborn, and Smyth have

alike been found the rrost energetic of leaders

in their proclamations, but just the reverse in

the hour of action, and so it was in the present

instance. The American government com-

mitted the fatal mistake of entrusting the

command of the most important expedition

ever sent forth since the formation of the

Republic, to two generals most heartily

" Tlio Montreal Volunteers, to march from La-
chine, at 10 o'clock to-nioi'iow nioniiuff, to Mon-
treal.

•'The 1st batt. of Montreal militia, at 8 o'clock
on Friilny nioriiin7.

"The 2(1 batt. at 10 o'clock, and the 3d batt.,

at 12 o'clock, on the same day.
" The above corps are to remain embodied

until the 24th instant, on which day a corps of the
line will relieve them.

" On the 20th instant, colonel McGill will al-

low the whole of the men belonging to the
second class of sedentary militia to return to their

respective homes—Upon proper certificates be-
ing produced to the commissariat of Montreal,
each captain or commanding otUcer of a eompaiiv
of sedentary militia is to receive for every private

man, returning home, at ihe rate of Is. 3d. cur-

rency, and non-commissioned officers in that pro-

portion, for every flvo leagues that they have to

travel—this allowance is, tor that period, hi lieu

of pay and rationr.

" Colonel La Croix's division, now at Lower
Lachino, is to march fron; thence on the 20tli

instant, so as to arrive on the Champ dc Mars,

t In allusion to tho British descent on the Niagara

frontier.

jealous of each other, and political eneniics

;

the Secretary at AVar being at the same time,

if we are to judge by his writing, an opponent

of the commander-in-chief of the expedition.

The result of this we have seen.

The failure is to be ascribed to two causes.

General Wilkinson's incompetence, and llanip-

ton's anxiety to secu; t to himself the honors

of the expedition.

Of the first we have the most abundant

evidence furnished at the court martial held

on General Wilkinson.

The testimony of Mr. Thimc on that trial

prove these facts,

"1st. That the General began his ex-

pedition without knowing whether he

carried with his army of eight thousand

men, subsistence sufficient for five days or

for fifty.

"2ndly. That his attention to this im-

portant subject was first awakened at Gren-

adier Island, in consequence of the sup-

posed effect of a storm on the provision boats.

"3rdly. That, although apprised that the loss

was great, he adopted no measures to remedy

that disaster."

Nor was this all that was proved. In

the General's diary it is stated that, on

the 7th of November, having passed all

the preceding night in the open air, he was

at Montrt'i', by 10 o'clock in the morning of that

day, for the purpose of piling their arms, and re-

turning in store their i> ccoutiements, amuiuui-

tion, blankets, iiavcrsacks, and canteens.
" Lict col. M'Kenzie's battalion will march

from its present quarters so as to arrive on the

Champ de Mare, at 12 o'clock the same day,

—

and lieut. col. Lepiohon's at 2 o'clock.
" Lieut, col. Cuthbert's is to arrive on the

Champ de Mars, at 10 o'clock on the 21st inst.—

Tho battalion placed under the command of lieut

col. IJoueherville will leave the ground it at pre-

sent occupies on the 12th, and proceed to Mon-
treal on its route to Three Rivers.—The one con-

fided to the command of lieut. col. Deschambault
will commence faling back to Montreal on the

23d instant.—The remaining battalions of the se-

dentary militia are to commence their march for

their respective parishes on the 23d.
" The quarter-master general ot the forces will

make the necessary arrangements for rclioviug

captain Piatt's troop of Volunteer Cavalry from

its present duty, on or before tlie 24lh instant

when it is to return to MimtreaHor the purpose

ot being disarmed until further orders.

"By his excellency's coinniaiid,

EnwARn Baa'nes,

Adjt.-gcneral."
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on that trial

in consequence thereof much indisposed. The

stateuientii wliich follow will show to what

cause the General's indisposition was really

to be ascribed.

" On or about the 6th of November, 1813,

(the night the American troops passed Og-

densburgh and Prescott,) having received

orders to muffle the oars, and leave men

enough barely sufficient to man the boats, we

inarched the* remainder by land below Og-

densburgh. AVhen we arrived, as we thought,

nsar the place where we were to meet the

boats, (say a mile below Ogdensburgh,) we

halted at a s^mall house near the river (D.

Thorp's) ; and while there, discovered a boat

approaching the shore. Major Forsyth hailed

the crew, and on explanation was informed it

was General \Vilkin5,on's boat. The Major,

myself, and others, met the General at the

water's edge, and asked if he wished to comt

on shore. Indicating that he did, Forsyth

and myself took him by the arms to assist

hira out of the boat, and up tiie bank. We
found him most abominably intoxicated, and

hurried him into the house ; during which

time, he was muttering the most desperate

imprecations against the enemy—saying, that

if they did not cease firing, he would blow to

dust the whole IJritish garrison, and lay waste

their country. After seating him on a chair

near the fire, the major and ni3'self retired to

consult what was best to be done, under the

present situation of the commander-in-chief;

when V concluded to detail and post a guard

near the door of the liouse, to keep out both

citizens and soldiers. I made the detail and

posted the sentinel, and soon afterward per-

ceiving the General to nod, and apprehending

that he would fall into the Are, I proposed

laying him on something like a bedstead that

was in the room, and having done so, he was,

in a very short time, in a sound sleep. The

time to the best of my recollection, at which

wo received (he General, was about two

o'clock in the morning. For some time alter

this occurrence, he was not very accessible

;

it was said that he was in bad health."

The above is a statement made by Major

Birdsall.

" Ott in Chatfield dcposcth and saith, lhat,on

the night the American army passed Prescott,

this deponent wcntto'.tfhe house of Daniel

Thorp. This deponent farther saith, that

General James AVilkinson was there, and in a

state of intoxication
; and that his deportment,

and obscene and vulgar conversation, but too

plainly manifested his being in that situation.

This deponent farther saith, that the General

sung several obscene and vulgar songs ; and

farther saith not.

(Signed) Owin Chatfield.

Sworn before me at the village of Ogdens*

burgh, this I7th of July, 1835.

John Scott,

Justice of the I'eace, &c.

" Daniel Thorp doposeth and .saith, that he

lives about a mile below the village of Og-

densburgh, and that, on the night the Ameri-

can army passed Prescott, General James

Wilkinson came to the house of deponent in

a state of intoxication, as deponent verily be-

lieved at the time, and which he still believes

;

and that soon after his arrival at deponent's

house, the General was put to bed. This

deponent farther saith, that the General re-

mained at his house several hours, imd that*

during his stay there, his behaviour was very

unlike a gentleman, and his conversation very

vulgar and obscene.

(Signed) Daniel Thorp.

Sworn before me, this 18th of July, 1819.

John Scott,

Justice of the Peace, &c"
Were this proof not sufficient, there is that

of General Boyd, who deposed at the trial

" that he sought an interview with the general

commanding, for the purpose of reporting

the occurrences of the day, and receiving

such new orders as they might suggest, and

found an aide-de-camp at the door instructed

to announce that the chief of the army was

not in a condition, to receive visits, give

orders, or even listen to a reporting officer,

just returned from a field of battle."

The o|)inion the reader must have formed

of the General's capability for command after

these extracts, will enable him to airive at a

very sufficient conclusion as to the main cause

of the failure. We have, however, a farther

cause—the gallantry of the men " who,"

according to Ingersol, " in brigs, schooners,

gun boats and gallies, led by the gallant

Captain Mulcaster, gave our craft no repose

or respite from attack." This, too, although

Chauncey had boasted that he was to destroy

Sir James Yeo's squadron, and ensure a sa/o

ff
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passagefor the flotilla ('otcn the river. So

much for Chauncoyan gasconade.

Ingcrsol, in iiiui-.tioning Wilkinson's diary,

calls it "(lie Odyssey of .1 calamitous voyage,

by a bedridden general and his tempest

tossttl followers, \vl were continually as-

sailed b;.' vigilant and skilful enemies on the

water, ard from batteries along the ^^ores,

at every turn."

The highest meed of praise wc can award

to the Brito-Canadian defenders of their soi'

and perhaps the most reliable, as it comes

from an enemy, is simply to transcribe a

passage from Ingersoll,

" The British and Canadian troops deserve

great cred't for the persevering and invincible

spirit in which they met a formidable inva-

sion, fortified every pass on the St. Lawrence,

seized every opportunity of harassing, im-

peding, and assailing our army, until at last

they, more than storms, and casualties, more

than Hampton's deflection, forced it to disho-

nored defeat, when, well led, there was every

pledge of victory." "We need add nothing to

such commendation.

The reasons assigned by General Hampton,

Gonoral Hampton. in vindication of his diso-

bedience, were want of food for men ; forage,

for cavtle and horses, and means of trans-

porting more of the former than each soldier

could carry on his back. These excuses can

be doubly disproved, first by Hampton's own
letter to Wilkinson in answer to one from

that general, complaining of scarcity of pro-

visions. Hampton, in that letter, so far from

setting forth any scarcity on his part, dis-

tinctly says, " I hope to be able to prevent

your starving;" and then continues, "besides

rawness and sickness, my troops have en-

dured fatigues equal to a winter campaign in

the late snows and bad weather, and are sadly

depressed and fallen off." When thus com-

plaining, it is not likely that Hampton would

have omitted to add to his complaint of " fa-

tigues undergone," that of scarcity of provi-

sions, had such really existed. This point

established, wc may safely adduce as the se-

cond means of disproof, the testimony given

given at Wil'iinson's trial by various officers.

First, General Bissel deposed

—

" Tliat he reached the Four Corners with

bis regiment, on the 15th November, from

St. Regis—that the marching was generally

dry, the roads frozen, and part of them sandy

—that, for a few miles through the woods,

the frost, in some places, yielded to loaded

waggons—that he had a number of horses

with his regiment, but found no difficulty in

procuring supplies for them, his quartermaster

purchasing a considerable quantity of hay

and corn, within three miles of the Four Cor-

ner-,."

Colonel Thomas, quartermaster- general of

Hampton's army, deposeth—" That there was

always on hand full supplies of hard bread,

flour, salt pork, and beef, and beef cattle with

the army ; and that he was alwa> s competent

to furnish means of transportation for said

array, whi^rever it might be ordered to move,

as well after as before General Wilkinson's

order to General Hampton to join the army

on the St. Lawrence."

Major Wadsworth, issuing commissary, de-

poseih—"That he had constantly a full sup-

ply for the troops, of hard bread, flour, salt

pork, and beef; and after the first of October,

constantly with the army, a considerable

number of beef cattle. About the 10th of

November, when the division moved from

Chatcauguay (Four Corners) to Plattsburgh,

there was in deposit forty-five days' provision

of bread and flour, a considerable quantity of

salt meat, and at the Four Corners and its

vicinity, seven or eight hundred head of fat

cattle."

Captain Conkling, of the 4th U. S. infan-

try deputy quartermaster, being asked by

the court what time it would have taken to

remove the division, with its provision and

baggage, from the Four Corners to St. Tlegis,

on the St. Lawrence, deposeth—"That he did

not exactly know the distance between the two

places, but if twenty-five miles, as reported,

it would have taken three days."

The real secret of the fiiilurc was the jeal-

ousy of the two commanders and the Secre-

tary at war, Wilkinson's jealousy of Arm-

strong's authority being as sensitive, as Hamp-

ton's of Wilkinson. As earlv as the 24:th of

August, Wilkinson, according to Ingcrsol,

wrote to Armstrong requesting that ho would

not interfere with his arrangements, or give

orders within I'uc f1!.;tiict of his coinuiand,

meaning, of course, that he wished Hampton

to receive no orders save through him.
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Two heads on the same shoulders make a

mon&tcr. Happily for Canada, this great ex-

pedit' on, nay the whole campaign, was a mon-

ster , ith three heads, biting and burking at

caci> other with a madness which destroyed

them all, disgraced the country, and saved

Canada. Discord was a leprosy in the very

heart of tho undertaking, and to this fully as

much, as to Canadian gallantry, great as it

undoubtedly was, is to be ascribed the failure

of the long cherished schemes and hopes of

the war party.

The sad intelligence of the catastrophe on

Imnrcssioii pro- the Thames reached Gen-

feou by'tho'tUs- eral Vincent about the Otli

aster of tliLMiglit. October, and that active

oflBcer, in order to secure a central position, so

as either to co-operato with the ren..i:nsof

Proctor','3 army, or renew operations on the

Niagara frontier, immediately moved his

troops from the cross roads to Burlington

heights, where Proctor joined him with the

small remnant of his division. This movement

has been described by American historians

thus—
" General McClure, with the New York mi-

litia, volunteers, and Indians, succeeded in

driving the British army from the vicinity of

Fort George, and pursued them as far as the

Twelve Mile Creek."

The subsequent conduct of General Mc-

Clure and his army will satisfy the reader as

to the probability of this statement

The effect produced on Sir George Prevost

by the tidings of Proc-
Provost's instructions. . , j. m

tors discomfiture was

an order to Vincent, to commence his retreat

without delay, and to evacuate all the British

posts beyond Kingston. A council of war,

held at Burlington heights, decided, however,

upon an opposite course of action, and it was

determined to defend the western peninsula

at all hazards. James's remarks on this order

of Prevost are forcible and just :

—

" Fatal, indeed, would have been the re-

treat. There was still a considerable number

of sick, both at Burlington heights and at

York ; and, considering the season of the year

•nd the state of the roads, the whole of them

must have been left to the protection of the

raetny. Nor, for the same reason, could the

wdnance, ordnance stores, baggage, and pro*

visions have followed the army ; and yet the

garrison at Kingston, upon which place the

troops were directed to retire, had, at this

time, scarcely a week's provision in store.

This abandonment, too, of territory so soon

following up the atliiir at the Moravian village,

what would the Indians have thought of us i

In short, it will not bear reflection."

A very spirited occurrence grew out of one

of the effects produced by Proctor's discomfit-

ure. Tvvo conapanies of tho lOuth regiment,

which had been stationed at Charlotteville, in

the London district, had been ordered to join

the main body at Burlington heights, <.nd or-

ders had also been issued to disembody the mi-

liti J. The o/JQcer, however, to whom the execu-

tion of this duty had been entrusted, knowing

that a body of American marauders, with some
disaffected Americo- Canadians, had been com-

mitting outrages on the inhabitants, left a

supply of arms and ammunition with some ol

the militia officers and privates. Col. Bostt

wick, of the Oxford militia, determined to put

down the marauders, and having, accord-

ingly, mustered forty-five men, he marched,

towards the end of October, against, and for-

tunately fell in with, them, on the shore of

Lake Erie, about nine miles from Dover. An
engagement ensued, in which several of the

gang were killed and wounded, and eighteen

take:. . visoners. These eighteen were tried

and jf.v on convicted of high treason—of this

number eight were executed, and seven trans-

ported. The whole affair was ver}' creditable,

planned with considerable judgment, and car-

ried out in a most spirited manner. The
President of Upper Canada was so pleased

with it that he issued a general order,* in com-

mendati j of the spirit and zeal displayed.

* "District general order.

District head-quarters,

Kingston, 35th November, 1818.

Tho major-general commanding, and president,

having received from major-general Vincent a re-

port of tho very gallant and patriotic conduct of
lieutenant-colonel Bostwick, and an association

of 46 otflccrs and men of the militia of the county
of Norfolk, in capturing and destroying a bond of

traitors, who, in violation of their allegiance, and
of every principle of honor and honesty, had
leagued themselves with the enemies of their

country, to plunder and make prisoners the

peaceable and well disposed inhabitants of the
province, m^jor-general De Rottenburg requests

that colonel Bostwick, and every individual of the

associatioD, will accept his best thanks for tbetr
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This guncnil order \vc cannot but regard as a

severe coninieiitary on the po'.icy of Sir George

Proctor, which would have given up the whole

peninsula wiiliout striking a single blow in its

defence.

The inhabitants in the neighborhood of

JTovoiiicuts of Colonel l''ort George having rc-

^^"'''•"^' presented to Gen. Vin

cent how exposed tlicy were to the predatory

attacks of General McClure's militia, who were

pillaging their farm houses and destroying

their barns, he determined to check these de-

predations and injuries. Colonel Murray was

accordingly ordered to make v. demonstration

with three hundred and seventy-nine rank and

file of the 100th regiment, about twenty vol-

unteers, and seventy Indians led by Colonel

Elliott, as far as the \ orty Mile Creek, beyond

which he was forbidden to proceed. This

movement had the efifcct of making General

McClure, who was posted at Twenty Mile

Creek, decamp with considerable haste. Ob-

serving the effects of his demonstration, Col.

Murray solicited and obtained permission to

extend his march, first to the Twenty, and sub-

sequently to the Twelve Mile Creeks. These

approaches on Murray's part so alarmed the

American General, by this time driven back

to Fort George, as to induce him to adopt the

atrocious measures which led to such just and

prompt ,and merited, though severe retaliation.

General McClure, having heard of the dis-

Destniction of New- astrous termination to

ark, now Niagara. Wilkinson's expedition,

had dreading a similar fate, determined to

evacuate Fort George. Even this step, how-

ever, was not considered by the American

General as affording sufiBcient security; he

feared lest Fort Niagara might be endangered

should he leave a shelter for the advancing

troops, and acting under this impulse, he wan-

seal and loyalty in planning, and gallantry in car-

rying into execution, this most useful and public

spirited enterprise.
" The major-general and president hopes, that

0 striking an instance of the beneficial efFect of

nnaiiimity and exertion in the cause of their coun-

try, will not fail of producing a due effect on the
militia ot this province. He calls upon them to

observe how quickly the energetic conduct of 46
individuals has succeeded in freeing the inhabi-

tants of an extensive district from a numerous
aad well armed banditti, who would soon hare

tonly destroyed the flourishing villagj of ^ev.
ark, and then ignobly fled into his own terri-

tory.

The winter of 1813 had set in unusually

early, and for scvornl days iircvious to tlio

10th December, the cold had been very se-

vere, and deep snow covered the ground. It

was in such weather that General ircClurc

resolved to execute his barbarous plans. Half

an hour's notice this second Davoust gave to

the unfortunate inhabitants for preparation,

This brief space was all that was accorded to

the villagers to save their furniture, their

babes, and their bed-ridden. This interval

passed, the merciless incendiaries came round

and executed their merciless orders. James's

indignation at this affair is very great, when

describing the burning of Newark :

—

" Out of the one hundred and fifty houses

oi" which Newark had consisted, all, save one,

were levelled to the dust. Such articles of

furniture and other valuables as the incendi-

aries could not, and the inhabitants had ne-

glected or been unable, to carry away, shared

the general fate. Of Counsellor Dickson's

library, which had cost him between five and

six hundred pounds sterling, scarcely a book

escaped. Mr. Dickson was at this time a pri-

soner in the enemy's territory, and his wife

lay on a sick bed. The villains—how shall

we proceed ?—took up the poor lady, bed and

all, and placed her upon the snow before her

own door; where, shivering with cold, she

beheld her house and all that was in it con*

sumed to ashes I Upwards of four hundred

helpless women and children, without provi-

sions, and in some instances with scarcely

clothes upon their backs, were thus compelled,

after being the mournful spectators of the de-

struction of their habitations, to seek shelter

at a distance, and that in such a night, too!

The reader's imagination must supply the

rest"

left them neither liberty nor property. He re-

minds them that, if so much cau be effected by
80 small a number, what may not be expected
from the unanimous exertions of the whole popu-
lation, guided and assisted by a spirit of subordi-

nation, and aided by his mtgesty's troops, againit

an enemy who comes for no other purpose than

to enslave, plunder, and destroy.

By order,

H. N. MooBSOU,
Lieutenant A. D. A. G."
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lOORSOU,

tenant A. D- A.Q/

We will reserve our comments on (his pro-

ceeding until we have accompaniud the re-

spective forces through the movements which

quickly succeciled the destruction of Newark.

AVit!> such hasto did McChirc retrcnt, that

the fortiticalions at Fort George, which had

been repaired since tlie'r occupation by tlic

Americans in May were left comparatively

uninjured, lie was in too much hasto to de-

stroy the magazines, or even to remove his

tents, of which a sufHciency for fifteen hun-

dred men were left standing—even the de-

struction of the new barracks, recently erected

on the Niagara, was not deemed necessary.

Had McCIuro not retreated with such pre-

cipitancy, the indignation of the soldiers, as

they beheld tho smoking ruins of the beauti-

ful and flourishing village, would have burst

like a thunder stroke upon the heads of the

American General "^nd his troops.

Colonel Murray gives the following account

of his march and occupation of Fort George :

" Fi'om colonel Murray to major-general

Vincent."

Fort-George, Dec. 12, 1813.

Sir,—Having obtained information that

the enemy had determined on driving the

country between Fort George and the advance

and was carrying ofT the loyal part of the in-

habitants, notwithstanding the inclemency of

the season, I deem it my duty to make a rapid

and forced march towards him with the light

troops under my command, which not only

frustrated his designs, but compelled him to

evacuate Fort George, by precipitately cross-

ing the river, and abandoning the whole of

the Niagara frontier. On learning our ap-

proach, ho laid the town of Newark in ashes,

passed over his cannon and stores, but failed

in an attempt to destroy the fortifications,

which are evidently so much strengthened

whilst in his possession, as might have enabled

general M'Olure (the commanding oflScer) to

have maintained a regular siege ; but such was

the apparent panic, that he left the whole of

his tents standing.

I trust the indefatigable exertions of this

handful of men have rendered an essential

service to the country, by rescuing from a

merciless enemy, the inhabitants of an exten-

sive and highly cltivated tract of land, stored

with cattle, grain, and provisions, of every

description
; and it must be an exultiition to

them to find themselves delivered from the

oppression of a liuvless banditti, composed of

the diKaffected i/ .ho country, organized under

the direct imi I'tice of tlio Amoriran govern-

ment, wlic carried terror and dismay into

every family.

I have tho honor to be &c.

J. MuiniAv,

Colonel.

To major-general Vincent, &c.

Movfltneiits
West.

Sir George Provost, relieved, by the uncx-

tiio pected termination of

Wilkinson's expedition,

from all further apprehension with regard

either to Montreal or Kingston, now hastened

to take such measures as would counterbal-

ance the success which had attended Genera.

Harrison's movements, and secure the main-

tenance of the commanding positions yet held

at Stony Creek and Burlington Heights.

Early in November Lieutenant General

Drummon'i and Major General Riall had ar^

rived from England ; the former to relievo De
Rottenburg in the military command and pre-

sidency in the Upper Province, Both these

otJ3cers arrived at General Vincent's head
quarters at St. David's, soon after the re-occu-

pation of Fort George, and at the crisis when
Col. Murray's energy and decision had been

so ably manifested.

Colonel Murray proposed to General Drum-

Attack on Port Nia- niond a retaliatory attack
^^ upon the opposite lines

;

and the proposal not only met with the cordial

approbation of General Drummond, but his

hearty sanction. Without waiting, there-

fore, for the permission of Sir George Prevost,

he instructed Colonel Murray to carry his

plans into immediate opera, 'on. This decision

was right, as the delay necessary for waiting

the orders of the commander in chief might

have enabled tho enemy to recover from his

panic, and the opportunity for striking a vigor-

ous blovr and avenging the conflagration of

Newark, might have been thus lost Orders

were therefore given for prompt and vigorous

measures, to be carried out by Col. Murray

and General Riall. Col. Murray's despatch

gives a clear and unexaggcrated account of

the surprise of Fort Niagara :

—
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From the same to lieutenant-general

Brummond,
Fort Niagara, Dec. 19, 1813.

SiH,—In obc'dionce to your honor's com-

tnand.s, directing me lo attack Fort Niagara,

with the advance of iho army of the riglit, I

resolved upon attempting a surprise. The

embarkation commenced on the 18th,;at night,

and the whole of the troops were landed three

miles iVora the fort, early on the following

morning, in the following order of attack :

—

Advanced guard one subaltern and 20 rank

ai file; rr- adieis 100th regiment; royal

ail. ?! y* Ui grenadiers; five companies

lOi" ,: "nt, under lieutenant-colonel

Bamih'.T'. K ; .siult the main gate, and esca-

lade th. .(Orks ! :" 'ent ; throe companies of

the 100th regimciit, i. ider captain Martin, to

Btorm the eastern demi-bastion ; captain

Bailey, with the grenadiers royal Scots, was

directed to attack the salient angle of the

fortification ; and the flank companies of the

41st regiment were ordered to support the

principal attack.—Each party was provi-

ded with scaling ladder.^ and axes. I have

great satisfaction in acquainting your honor,

that the fortress was carried by assault in the

most resolute and gallant manner, after a

Ebort but spirited resistance.

The highly gratifying but difiBcult duty

remains, of opdeavoring to do justice to the

bravery, intrepidity, and devotion of the

100th regiment to the service of their country,

under that gallant officer lieutenant-colonel

Hamilton, to whom I feel highly indebted for

his cordial assistance. Captain Martin, 100th

regiment, who executed the task allotted to

him in the most intrepid manner, merits the

greatest praise ; I have to express my
admiration of the valour of the royals, grena-

diers, under captain Bailey, whose zeal and

gallantry were very conspicuous. The just

tribute of my applause is equally due to the

flank companies of the 41st regiment, under

lieutenant Bullock, who advanced to the attack

with great spirit. The royal artillery under

lieutenant Charlton, deserve my particular

notice. To captain Elliot, deputy-assistant"

quaitcr-master-general, who conducted one of

the columns of attack, and superintended the

embarkation, I feel highly ohlii^ed. I

cannot pass over the brilliant services of lieu-

fonaiit Dawson and Captain F..wcelt 100th,
in command of the advance and grenadiers

who gallantly executed the orders entrusted

to them, by entirely cutting o(T two of the

enemy's piquets, and surprising the sentries

on the glacis .md at the gate, by which means

the watchword was obtained, and the en-

trance into the fort greatly facilitated, to

which may be attributed in a great degree

our trifling loss. I beg leave to recommend

these meritorious officers to your honors pro-

tection. The scientific knowledge of lieuten-

ant Gengruben, royal engineers, in suggesting

arrangements previous to the attack, and for

securing the fort afterwards, I cannot too

highly appreciate. The unwearied exertions

of acting quarter-master Pilkington, 100th

regiment, in bringing forward the materials

requisite for the attack, demand my acknow-

ledgements. Captain Kirby, lieutenants Ball,

Scroos, and Hamilton, of the different pro-

vincial corps, deserve my thanks. My staff-

adjutant, Mr. Brampton, will have the honor

of presenting this despatch, and the standard

of the American garrison ; to his intelligence,

valor, and friendly assistance, not only on

this trying occasion, but on many former, 1

feel most grateful. Our force consisted of

about 500 rank and file. Annexed is a return

of our casualities, and the enemy's loss in

killed, wounded, and prisoners. The ord-

nance and commissariat stores are so immense,

that it is totally out of my power to forward

to you a correct statement forsCi»ie days, but

27 pieces of cannon, of different calibres, arc

on the works, and upwards of 3000 stand of

arms, and many rifles in the arsenal. The

store-houses are full of clothing and camp

equipage of every description,

J. MUBBAT,

Colonel.

His honor lieutv'nani'gen. Drummond, &Ci
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CHAPTER XVII,

OONIKNTS.

Return of killed and wounded in attack on Fort

Niagara.—Remarks on General Hall's Letter.

—

Armstrong on the capture of Fort Niagara—
Proclamation of Sir George Prevost.—Occur-

rences in" Chesapeake Bay, and its tributary

rivers.—Descent on Havre de Grace.—Cutting

out of the Surveyor Schooner.—Attack on

Juuon by flotilla.

General McClure's letter to the American

Secretary at War will be found in our notes.*

On the same morning on •^•hich the surprise

of Fort Niagaia was eflected, Genenl Ryall

orossfcd over to Lewiston with about five hun-

dred rank and file, and, almost without oppo-

sition, entered and fired it. The small villages

of Youngstown, Manchester, and Tuscarora,

as soon as the inhabitants had deserted them,

ghared the same fate as had betu awarded to

Newark.

The conflagration thus lighted up along the

ihorea of the Niagara spread such terror that

General McClure, not daring, or caring, to ex-

pose himself to the dangers which he had

provoked, resigned the command of the regu-

lars and militia, now assembling from all

• " From brigadier-getteral M'Glure to the Ame-
rican secretary of war.

,
Head-quarters, Bu3alo,

Dec, 22d, 1813.

Sir,—I regret to be under the necessity of an-

aouncing to you the mortifying intelligence of

the loss of Fort-Niagara. On the morning of the

Itth instant, about lour o'clock, the enemy cross-

ed the river at tho Five mile Meadows in great

force, coasisting of regulars and Indians, who
Viuie their way undiscovered to the garrison,

'«hich from the most correct information I can

11

parts, to Major General llall, and on the

morning of the 2'Jth, that General occupied

Buffalo with some two thousand troops.

On the morn" of the 28th, the indefati-

gable Drumm^ i \' at Chippewa, and on

the next day v\itrtir' d miles of Fort Erie,

when he se' ""'11 r*.' ..inoilering the enemy's

position at " ck '-"ck, with a view, to pursue,

still further, hi " .cV of retaliation and annoy-

ance. Accord! I i^ly, on the night of the 80th,

Gen. Ry vit*- ^ve hundred and forty regu-

lars, fifty )ii) ;tecr militia, and one hundred

and twenty Indians, cros.sed the Niagara, and

landed without opposition about two miles

from Black Rock. The events which then

took place will be found in full detail in Gen.

Ryall's letter:—
From Major General Ryall to Lieutenant

General Drummond.

Niag.'ira frontier, near Fort Erie,

January 1st, 1814.

Sir,—I have the honor to report to you,

that agreeably to the instructions contained

in your letter of the 29th ult,, and your

general order of that day, to pass the river

collect, was completely surprised. Our men were
nearly all asleep in their tents ; the enemy ruah-

3d in, and commenced a most horrible slaughter.

Such as escaped the fury of the first contest, re-

tired to the old mess house, where they kept up
a destructive fire upon the enemy until a want of
ammunition compelled them to surrender. Al-
though our force was very inferior, and compnri-
lively small indeed, I am induced to think that

the disaster is not attributable to any want of
troops, but to gross neglect in the commanding
officer of the fort, captain Leonard, in not pre>

paring, being ready, and looking out for the ex*
pected attack.

I have not been able to ascertain correctly the
number of killed and wounded. About 20 regv-
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Niagara, for the purpose of attacking the

cnomy's force, collected ;it Black Rock an<l

BufTulo ; and carrying into execution the other

objects, therein mentioned, I crossed the river

in the following night, with four companies

of the King's Regiment, and the light company

ofthe 89th, under Lieutenant Colonel Ogilvie
;

two hundred and fifty men of the 41st regi-

ment, and the grenadiers of the 100th, under

Major Friend ; together with about fifty militia

volunteers and a body of Indian warriors.

The troops completed their landing about

twelve o'clock, nearly two miles helow Black

Rock ; the light infantry of the 8!)th being in

advance, surprised and captured the grealer

part of a piquet of the enemy, and secured

the bridge over the Congiiichity Creek, the

boards of which had been loosened, and were

ready to be carried off had theic been time

given for it. J immediately established the

41st and 100th grenadiers in position beyond

the bridge, for the purpose of perfectly se-

curing its passnge : the enemy made some at-

tempts during the night upon this advanced

position, but were repulsed with loss.

At daybreak I moved fjrward, the King's

Regiiucnt and light company of the 89th

leading, the 41st and grenadiers of the 100th

being in reserve. The enemy had by this

time opened a very heavy fire of cannon and

lara have escaped out o* the tort, some badly

wounded. Lieutenant Beck, 24th regiment is

killed, and it is said three others.

You will perceive pir, by the enclosed general

ordero, that I apprehended an attack, and made
the necessary arrangements to meet it ; but have

reason to believe, from information received by

those who have made their escape, that the com-

mandant did not in any respect comply with those

orders.

On the same morning a detachment of militia,

under major general Bennett, stationed at Lewis-

town Heights, was attacked by a party of savages

;

but the major and his little corps, by making a

desperate charge, eflfected their retreat, after be-

ing surrounded by several hundreds, with the loss

•tsix or eight, who doubtless were killed ; among

whom were two sons of captain Jones, Indian in-

terpreter. The villages of Toungstown, Lewis-

town, Manchester, and the Indian Tusoarora

village, were reduced to ashes, and the inoffian-

sive inhabitants who could not escape, were,

without regard tn age or sex, inhumanly butch-

ered, by savages headed by British oflBcers paint-

ed. A British officer who was taken prisoner,

avows that many small children were murder«d'

Inr the IndUns.

Higor Mfdlory, who was stationed at^SehloiMr,

musketry on the Royal Scotts, under Lieut.

Colonel Gordon, who were destined to land

above Black Rock, for the purpose of turning

his position, while he should be attacked in

front by the troops who landed below ; several

of the boats having grounded, I am sorry to

say this regiment suffered some loss, and was

not able to effect its landing in si fflcient time

to fully accomplish the object intended, though

covered by the whole of our field guns, under

Captain Bridge, which were placed on the

opposite bank of the river.

The King's and 89th, having in the mean-

time gained the town, commenced a very

spirited attack upon the enemy, who were in

great force, and very strongly posted. Tiic

reserve having arrived on the ground, the

whole were shortly engaged. The enemy

maintained his position with very considerable

obstinacy for some time; but such was the

spirited and uetormined advance of our troops,

that he was at length compelled to give way,

was driven through his batteries, in which

were a twenty-four-pofder, three twelve-

pounders, and one nine-poundcr, and purs\jed

to the town of Bufiido, about two miles dis-

tant ; he here shewed a large body of infantry

and cavalry, and attempted to oppose our ad-

vance by the fire of a field piece, posted on the

height, which commanded the road ; but

with about 40 Canadian volunteers, advanced to

Lewistown Heights, and compelled the advanced
guard of the enemy to fall back to the foot of the

mountain. The major is a meritorioui officer;

he fought the enemy two days, and contested

every inch of ground to the Tanawanty Creek.

In these actions lieutenant Lowe, 23d regiment
of the United States army, and eight of the Cuna*
dian volunteers, were killed. I had myself, three

days previous to the attack on the Niagara, left

with a view of providinvj for the defence of this

place. Black Rock, and the other village^! on this

frontier.

I came here with the troops, and have called

out the militia of Genessee, Niagara, and Cha-
tauqua countries, en masse

This place was then thought to be in immi*
nent danger, as well as the shipping, but I bavt
no doubt is perfectly secure. Volunteers are

coming in great numbers ; they are, however, a
spt cies of troops that cannot be expected to con-

tinue in the service for a long time. In a few
dajs 1000 detatohed militia, lately drafted, wil
be on.

I have the honour to b«, &o.

0. M'Clurs,
Brlg.-gen. eoa.

Hod. J. Araiatrong, lae. M wan"
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and betulting hiniHeif to the woodft, furilior

pursuit wad uHeless. Ho left behind him one

six-pounder brass field pie'':, and one iron

eighteen and one iron six-poundcr, which fell

into our huiids. I then proceeded to execute

the ulterior object of the expedition, and de-

tached Captain Ilobinson, of the King's, with

two companies, to destroy two schooners and

a Bloop, (part of the enemy's late squadron,)

that were on shore a little below the town,

with the stores they had on board, which he

effectually completed. The town itself, (the

inhabitants having previously left it,) and the

whole of the public stores, containing con-

siderable quantities of cloathing, spirits, and

flour, which I had not the means of conveying

away, were then set on Arc, and totally cou-

Bumed ; as was also the village of Black Rock,

on the evening it was evacuoted. In obedience

tO your further instructions, I have directed

Lieutenant Colonel tiordon to move down the

river to tort Niagara, with a party of the I'Jth

light dragoons, under Major Lisle, a de( icn-

ment of the Royal Scots, and the 89th light

company, and destroy the remaining cover of

the enemy upon his frontier, which he has

reported to have been effectually done. From

every account I have been able to collect, the

enemy's force opposed to us was not less than

from two thousand to two thousand five hun-

dred men ; their loss in killed and wounded,

I should imagine from three to four hundred

;

but from the nature of the country, being

mostly covered with wood, it is difficult to

ascertain it precisely; the same reason will

account for our not having been able to make

a greater number of prisoners than one hun-

dred and thirty.

I have great satisfaction in stating to you

the good conduct of the whole of the regular

troops and volunteer militia ; but I must par-

ticularly mention the steadiness and bravery

ofthe King's Regiment, and 89th]ight infantry.

They were most gallantly led to the attack by

Lieutenant Colonel Ogilvie, of the King's,

who, I am sorry to say, received a severe

wound, which vtriU for a time deprive the

service of a very brave and intelligent oflScer.

AfterLieutenant Colonel Ogilvie was wounded,

the command of the regiment devolved on

Giptain Robinson, who, by a very judicioas

toTement to his right, with the three b*t«

taliun companies, made a considerable im-

pression on the left of the enemy's position.

I havj every reason to be satisfied with

Lieutenant Colonel Gordon, in the command
of the Royal Scotts, and have much to regret,

tha*^^ the accidental grounding of his boats

deprived me of the full benefit of his services

;

and I have also to mention my approbation

of the conduct of Miyor Friend, commanding
the 4l8t, as well as that of Captain Fawcctt,

ofthe 100th grenadiers, who was unfortunately

wounded. Captain Rardcn, of the 89th, and
Captain Brunter, of the king's light infantry

companies, conducted themselves in the most

exemplary manner. Lieutenant Colonel El-

liott, in thi-, as well as on other occasions, is

entitled to my highest commendations, for

his zeal and activity as superintendent of the

Indian department ; and I am happy to add,

that, through his exertions, and that of his

officers, no act of cruelty, as far as I could

learn, was committed by the Indians towards

any of their prisoners. I cannot close this

report without mentioning, in terms of the

warmest praise, the good conduct of my aide-

de-camp. Captain Holland, from whom I re-

ceived the most able assistance throughout

the whole of these operations. Nor can I

omit mentioning my obligations to you for

acceding to the request of your aide-de-camp.

Captain Jervoise, to accompany me. He was
extremely active and zealous, and rendered

me very essential service. I enclose a return

of the killed, wounded, and missing, and of

the ordnance captured at Black Rock and
Buffalo.

P. Ryali.,

Major General

Lieutenant General Drummond, commanding
the forces. Upper Canada.

The return enclosed by General Ryall

B^tum of killed and
^^^^^"^ '^ '^^^ «f ^^'^^

wounded in a'.uiek on one killed, seventy-two
Fort Niagara. j j . .

,

.wounded, besides nine

missing. The American loss it is impossible

to arrive at, as all the information afforded by
General Hall's letter is " many valuable lives

were lost." General Hall's letter is short,

but, short as it is, it serves as an additional

proof how determined the writers of bulletins

were, that American troops should never be

supposed to suecumb, except to supen<K'

forces.
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We will give first fJcneral llnirs letter, ond,

as a commentary on it,

(Jen. ArniKtrong'n re-

marks will fully answer our purpose.

•'I have only time to acknowledge the

receipt t( your letter of the 25lh inst., and to

aAi\, tliat this frontier is wholly desolate. The

British crossed over, supported hy a strong

party of Indians, a little before day this

morning, near Black Rock ; thej; were met, by

the viilUia vnder my covimand with fjnrit

;

hut tcere overpowered by the nu i.bcrs and

discipline of the enemy, the militia gave way,

and fled on every side; every attempt to

rally them proved incircctual.

The enemy's purpose was oht lined, and the

flourishing village of HulTalo was laid in ruins.

The Niiigara frontier now lies open and naked

to our enemies. Your judgment will direct

you what is most proper in this emergency.

i am exhausted with fatigue, and must defer

particulars till to-morrow. Many valuable

lives arc lost."

Such is General Hall's letter, now for Arm-

irtrong. After describing the fall of Fort

Niagara, but here we must pause for a a mo-

ment to examine into the truth of Armstrong's

a.s»jertions respecting the fall of Fort Niagara

The General observes, "Murray's movc-

ArmBtron^on the o»p.
""^n^ "' » '»^'^ «'"'="y

tai-c of VoYt Niagara. military, was well con-

ducted and merits applause, but the use

subsequently made by that officer of his

advei sary's crime, or of his own good fortune,

cannot fail to degrade him both as a man and

a soldier; since, "what has been gained in

cither character, and has been gained without

loss or resistance, should be held without

bloodi-hed." Yet of the sleeping, unarmed,

and unresisting garrison of Fort Niagara,

»ixty-fivo men were killed and fourteen,

wounded. More than two-thirds of whom

were hospital patients.

Here is a direct charge which is substanti-

ated by no other American writer, Ingersol

excepted. No allusion to such a circumstance

will be found in McGlure's despatch, except

the passage " the enemy rushed in and com-

menced a most horrible slaughter." Let Us

examine the circumstances. McCIure was

anxious to make the best excuse he coald for

bimseir, and bos shown that he was very

ready to place all the blame on Captain

Leonard for not being ready and prepan;d for

the attack ; still, ho says not one word as to

the massacre of hospital patients implied by

General Armstrong. Is it probable that he

would have let slip so favourable an oppor-

tunity of arresting enquiry into the fall of the

fort, had so outrageous an act been commited

It would have been the best mode possible of

exciting national ii\<lignation, and, undercover

of (he clamour, the question as to capability

in the defence of the post would have been

forgotten.

What do other American writers pay on

the subject? Dr. Smith, to whom we have,

on more than one occasion, referred, and « ith

whoso animus the reader must by this time

be pretty well acquainted, merely states that,

in the month of January Port Niiigara was

surprised and captured. Mr. Thomson is

more particular, and after the usual introduc-

tion of " Indian warriors " states amongst

the enumeration of horrors, that " the women

of the gaiTiwn were stripped of their clothing,

and many of them killed." This statement

is bad, and talso enough to prove most con-

clusively that the writer was anxious to make

a lisc out against the Brit sh. Is it likely

then, we ask. that the slaughter of unarmed

hospital patients, had such really occurred,

would have been passed over in silenco by

this malevolent and inventive writer.

This assertion of General Armstrong's may
fairly be classed, for meanness and falsehoods

with that of General McClure, respecting

" British officers painted like Indians." Where
General McClure obtained this information we
are at a loss. It is not to be found in any

American writer, with the exception of Mr.

O'Connor, and bears so distinctly the stamp

of having been fabricated by a man, who was

frightened out of his wits, that it is scarcely

necessary to enter further into the matter.

We have said enough on the subject to

show that General Armstrong has here, with*

out due deliberation or attention, stated what

a very short enquiry would have convinced

him to be untrue. We will, then, return to

Hall's letter. Armstrong says, " the success

of this part of the enterprise (the capture of

Fort Niagara) being ascertained, Byall pro-

ceeded to execute what remained of the plan;

tmd *'! miut be admitted with little mare (^
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and extent, hiul been tirii/ue»tionabU, llej^in-

iiirig v\ illi the > Hinges and inti i iiiuduto lioiiseH

on llie bank uf the river, all were sacked and

biiriK'd from Youngstown to liulfalo, both

inc'uiled ; and ko universal wa" the putiic

produced by the invasion, that had it not

been stayetl by the voluntary relriat of the

eneiirj/, a large portion of the frontier would

in a few days more have been lell without a

single inhabitant; so true it is, that peak

BKTltAVS, MKIi litBASON.

The italics in the above quotation are ours,

the last portion in capitals, is Armstrong's

own ; and the whole extract is a pretty con-

vincing proof that in his estimation, fear of the

enemy had rather more to do ><ith the retreat

of the Americans, than the overwhelming

numbers of the British invaders.

With a few extracts from Ingersol, wo
will close, the sketch of operations on the

Magara frontier.

" IJoth sides of the Niagara, says Ingersol"

had been from April to December distracted

bv the disgraceful hostilities of border war-

fare, in which the Americans were the aggres-

sors, and doomed to be the greatest suH'erers.

Western New York was, befme the year ended,

desolated by British reaction, transcending

American agg''cssion, which we cannot deny

provoked, however severe, that retaliation."

This admission, coming from a writer who so

readily endorses the unfounded assertion of

Armstrong, may be taken as very fair testi-

mony as to which party was the first to

violate the recognized rules of warfare.

Ingersol is very severe on the conduct of

the American militia, along the Niagara fron-

tier. " Our loss of character was greater

than that of life and property. General Cass

ascertained that the troops reported to have

done tl. devastation, were but six hundred

and fifty uton, regulars, militia, and Indians

—

the latter helpless for taking a fort excep>^ by

suprise, the militia not much more to be

feared ; so that our nearly four hundred regu-

lars in the fort had been ea::ily conquered by

an equal, perhaps less number ; to oppose

wh^ • •., »ve had between twenty-five hundred

and three thousand militia, all, except very

few of them, behaving, said General Cass, in

the most cowardly manner.

With Hiich a condenmation, from one of

their own writers, on their conduct, we find

it hard to undurstand how, at the present day,

the productions of such writers as Thomson,
Smith and O'Cunnor, are tolerated by enquir-

ing or impartial readers, who desire to ascer-

tain the real amount o( glory duo to America.

No one regretted more deeply than Sir

IV.Mlninatloii of Sir ^'^OT-} Provost, the
Ofors.. Prov.,st. g^yngy n^oj^ of warfaro

which the Americans, by their departure from

the customary usages of warfare, had com-

pelled him to sanction, and so soon as some-

thing like a just punishment had been inflicted

on theni, he issued the following proclamation,

in which will bo found, commented on with

considerable precision and ability, the progress

of the war on the part of the enemy :

—

" By his Excellency Lieut. General Sir Grorge

Prevost, Baronet, commander of his Majes-

ty's forces in North America, &c., &c., &c.

"To the inhabitants of his Majesty's province*

in North America.

"a tkoclamation.

" The complete success which has attended

his Majesty's arms on the Niagara Frontier,

having placed in our possession the whole of

the enemy's posts on that line, it became a

matter of imperious duty to retaliate on

America, the miseries which the unfortunate

inhabitants of Newark had been made to suf-

fer from the evacuation of Fort George.

The villages of Lewiston, Black Rock, and

Buflalo have accordingly been burned.

" At the same time the commander of the

forces sincerely deprecates this mode of war-

fare, ho trusts that it will be sufficient to call

the attention of every candid and impartial

person amongst ourselves and the enemy, to

the circumstances from which it has arisen, to

satisfy them that this departure from the es-

tablished usages of war, has originated with

America herself, and that to her alone, are

justly chargeable, all the awful and unhappy

consequences which have hithertj flowed, and

are likely to result, from it.

" It is not necessar}' tj advert to the ccr.

duct of the troops emplo.' ed on the American

coast, in conjunction with his Majesty's sqr ad

-

ron, under Admiral Sir John I). Wairon,

since, as the)' were neither within the com-

mand, nor subject to tue control of his excel-
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lency, their acts cannot be ascribed to him,

even if they wanted that justification which

the circumstances that occasioned them so

amply afford.

" It will be sufficient for the present pur-

pose, and in order to mark the character of

the war, as carried o:. upon the frontiers of

these provinces, to trace the line of conduct

observed by his excellency, and the troops

under his command, since the commencement

of hostilities, and to contrast it with that of

the enemy.

" The first invasion of Upper Canada took

place in July, 1812, when the American

forces under brigadier general Hull, crossed

over and took possession of Sandwich, where

they began to manifest a disposition so dif-

ferent from that of a magnanimous entmy,

and which they have since invariably display-

ed, in mi -king out, as objects of their pecu-

liar resentment, the loyal subjects of ''is Ma-

jesty, and in dooming their property to plun-

der and conflagration.

" Various instances of this kind occurred,

both at Sandwich and in its neighborhood, at

the very period when his Majesty's standard

was waving upon the fort of Michilimackinac,

and affording protection to the persons and

property of those who had submitted to it :—
Within a few weeks afterwards, the British

flag was also hoisted on the fortress ofDetroit,

which, together with the whole of the Michi-

gan territory, had surrendered to his Majesty's

arms.

" Had not his excellency been actuated by
sentiments far different from those which had

Infldenced the American government, and the

persons employed by it, in the wanton acts

of destruction of private property, committed

during their short occupation of a part of Up-

per Canada, his ticcellency could not but have

availed himself of the opportunity which the

undisturbed possession of the whole of the

Michigan territory, afforded him of amply re-

taliating for the devastating system which had

been pursued at Sandwich and on the Thames.
" But strictly \n conformity to the views

and disposition of his own jjvernment, and to

that liberal and magnanimous policy which it

had dictated, he chose rather to forbear an

imitation of the enemy's example, in the hope,

that such forbearance would be duly appreci-

ated by the goverement of the United States,

and would produce a return to more civilised

usages of war.

" The persons and property, therefore, of

the inhabitants of the Michigan terriory, were

respected, and remained unmolested.

" In the winter of the following year, wher

the success which attended the gallant enter

prise against Ogdensburgh had placed that

populous and flourishing village in our pos-

session, the generosity of this British charac-

ter was again conspicuous, in the scrupulous

preservation of every article which could be

considered as private property, such public

buildings only being destroyed as were used

for the accommodation of troops and for pub-

lic stores.

"The destruction of the defences of Og-

densburgh, and the dispersion of the enemy's

force in that neighbourhood, laid open the

whole of their frontier on the St. Lawrence,

to the incursions of his Majesty's troops, and

Hamilton, as well as the numerous settlements

on the barks of the river, might, at any hour,

had such been the disposition of his Majesty's

government, or of those acting under it, been

plundered and laid wnste.

"During the course of the following sum-

mer, by the fortunate result of the enterprise

against Plattsburgh, that town was for several

hours in the complete posse&sion of our troops,

there not being any force in the neighborhood

which could attempt a resistance.—Yet even

there, under circumstances of strong tempta-

tion, and when the recent example of the

enemy in the wanton destruction at York, of

private property, and buildings not used for

military purposes, must have been fresh in

the recollection of the forces employed on

that occasion, and would have justified a

retaliation on their part, their forbearance

was strongly manifested, and the directions

his excellency had given to the commander

of that expedition, so scrupulously obeyed,

that scarcely can another instance be shewn

in which, during a state of war, and under

similar circumstances, an enemy, so complete-

ly under the power and at the mercy of

their adversaries, had so little cause of com-

plaint.

" During the course of the same summer,

forts Schlosser and Biack Rock, were sur-

prised and taken by a part of the forties under

the command ofMejor General De Rottenburg,
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Rock, were sur-

the forijes under

ilDeRottenburg,

on the Niagara frontier, at both of which

places personal property was respected, and

the public buildings were alone destroyed.

" It wad certainly matter ofjust and reason-

able expectation, that the humane and lil>eral

course of conduct pursued by his Excellency

on these different occa^sions, would have had

its due weight with the American government,

and would have led it to have abstained, in

the further persecution of the war, from any

acts of wantonness or violence, which could

only tend unnecessarily to add to its ordinary

calamities, and to bring down upon their own

unoffending citizens a retaliation, which,

though distant, they must have known would

await and certainly folio «v such conduct
" Undeterred, however, by his Excellency's

example of moderation, or by any of the

consequences to be apprehended from the

adoption of such barbarous measures, the

American forces at Fort George, acting, there

is every reason to believe, under the orders,

or with the approbation of their government,

fur some time previous to their evacuation of

that fortress, under various pretences, burned

and destroyed the farm bouses and buildings

of many of the respectable and peaceable in-

habitants of that neighborhood. But the full

measure of this species of barbarity remained

to be completed at a season when all its

horrors might be more fully and keenly felt

by those who were to become the wretched

victims of it

" It will hardly be credited by those w ho

shall hereafter read it in the page of history,

that in the enlightened era of the nineteenth

century, and in the inclemency of a Canadian

winter, the troops of a nation calling itself

civilized and christian, had wantonly, and

without the shadow of a pretext, forced four

hundred helpless women and children to quit

their dwellings, and be the mou; nful spectators

of the conflagration and total destruction of

all that belonged to them.

" Yet such was the fate of Newark on the

^Oth of December, a day which the inhabit-

ants of Upper Canada can never forget, and

the recollection of which cannot but nerve

their arms when again opposed to their vin-

dictive foe. On the night of that day, the

American troops under Brigadier (leneral

M'Clure, being about to evacuate Fort George,

which they could no longer retain, by an act

of inhumanity disgraceful to themselves and

to the nation to which they belong, set fire to

upwards of 150 houses, composing the beauti-

ful village of Newark, and burned them to

the ground, leaving without covering or

shelter, those 'innocent, unfortunate, dis-

tressed inhabitants,' whom that officer, by bis

proclamation, had previously engaged to

protect

" His Excellency would have ill consulted

the honor of his country, and the justice due

to His Majesty's injured and insulted subjects,

had he permitted an act of such needless

cruelty to pass unpunished, or had he failed

to visit, whenever the opportunity arrived,

upon the inhabitants of the neighboring

Amei ican fiontier, the calamities thus inflicted

upon those of our own.

" The opportunity has occurred, and a full

measure of retaliation has taken place, such

as it is hoped will teach the enemy to respecf,

in future, the laws of war, and recal him to a

sense of what Is due to himself as well as to

us.

" In the further prosecution of the contest

to which so extraordinary a character has

been given, his Excellency must be guided by

the course of conduct which the enemy shall

hereafter pursue. Lamenting as his Excel-

lency does, the necessity imposed upon him

of retaliating upon the subjects of America

the miseries inflicted on the inhabitants of

Newark, it is not his intention to pursue

further a system of warfare so revolting to

his own feelings, and so little congenial to the

British character, unless the future measures

of the enemy should compel him again to

resort to it,

" To those possessions of the enemy along

the whole line of frontier wliich have hitherto

remained undisturbed, and which are now

within his Excellency's reach, and at the

mercy of the troops under his command, his

Excellency has determined to extend the

same forbearance and the same freedom from

rapine and plunder, which they have hitherto

experienced ; and from this determination

the future conduct of the American govern-

ment shall alone induce his Exceliencv to

depart

" The inhabitants of these provinces will,

in the mean time, be prepared to resist, with

tirmner^i and with courage, whatever attemptii
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laying before the reader the official documents

bearing upon the several expeditions, inal\ing

on cacli any comments necessary, and giving,

if possible, at the same time the American

version of each. Wc shall also endeavour to

show that I he attacks made by the British,

and represented as marauding expeditions,

were actually attacks on positions which the

Americans had hastily fortified with the in-

tention of annoyance.

The first exploit effected was the cutting

out of four arnriod schooners, lying at the

irouth of the Rappahanock river, by an expe-

dition of five boats under the command of

Captain Polkinghorne, of the St. Domingo.

This exploit was very gallantly executed, und

James in his Naval occurrences, (page iiCT,)

gives a full account of it,— we will, however,

pass on to more important enterprises. The

first of these was an expedition, undertaken a

few days after, to destroy a depot of military

stores, the foundries, and public works at a

place called French Town, a considerable dis-

tance up the river Elk.* Admiral Cockburn's

letter to Admiral Warren will, however, give

this occurrence in detail :

—

Ilis ftlajesty's sloop Fantoine in the Elk River,

20th April, 1813.

SiK,—I have the honor to acquaint you,

that, ha.'ing yesterday gained information of

the depot of flour (alluded to in your note to

me of the 23rd inst.) being with some military

an(' other stores, situated at a place called

French-Town, a considerable distance up the

river Elk, I caused his Majesty's brigs. Fan-

tome, and Mohawk, and the Dolphin, Racer,

and Highflyer tenders, to be moored, yester-

day evening, as far within the entrance of this

river as could be prudently effec* ^d after dark;

and at eleven o'clock last night, the detach-

ment of marines now in the advanced squad-

ron, consisting of about 150 men, under cap

tains Wybourn and Carter, of that corps,

with five artillery men, under first lieutenant

Robertson of the ariillery, (who eagerly volun-

teered his valuable assistance on this occa-

sion,) proceeded in the boats of the squ-idron,

the whole being under the immediate direction

of lieutenant G. A. AVestphall, first of the

Marlborough, to take and destroy the afore-

In our next wc promisi; a Jlap of this locality, so

Hiat the roadcr ^ay trace the proceedings.

said stores : the Highflyer tender, under the

command of lieutenant T. Lewis, being direc-

ted to follow, for the support and protection

of the boats, as far and as closely as he might

find it practicable.

Being ignorant of the way, the boats were

unfortunately led up the Bohemia River, in-

stead of keeping in the Elk ; and, it being

daylight before this error was rectified, they

did not reach the destined place till between

8 and o'clock this morning, which occasion-

ed the enemy to have full warning of their

approach, and gave him time to collect his

force, and make his arrangements for the de-

fence of his stores and town ; for the security

of which, a C gun battery had lately been

erected, and from whence a heavy fire was

opened upon our boats the moment they

approached within its reach; but the launches,

with their corronades, under the orders of

lieutenant Nicholas Alexander, first -of the

Dragon, pulling resolutely up to the work,

keeping up at the .same time a constant and

well-directed fire on it; and the marines being

in the act of disembarking on the right, the

Americans judged it prudent to quit their

battery, and to retreat precipitately into the

country, abandoning to their fate French-

Town and its depots of stores; the whole of

the latter, therefore, consisting ofmuch flour,

a large quantity of army-clothing, of saddles,

bridles, and other equipments for cavalry, &c.

&c., together with various articles of merchan-

dize, were immediately set fire to, and

entirely consumed, as were five vessels lying

near the place ; and the guns of the battery

being too heavy to bring away, were disabled

as effectually as possible by Lieutenant

Robertson and his artillery-men ; after which,

my orders being completely fulfilled, the boats

returned down the river without molestation;

and I am happy to add, that one seaman, of

the Maidstone, wounded in the arm by a

grape-shot, is the only casualty we have {,us-

tained.

To lieutenant G. A. Westphall, who has so

gallantly conducted, and so ably executed,

this service, my highest encomiums and l)est

acknowledgements are due ; and I trust, sir,

you will deem hiui to have also thereby merit-

ed your favourable consideration and notice.

It is likewise my pleasing duty to acquaint

you, that he speaks in the highest terms of
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every ofiQ'^er and man employed with him on

this occasion ; but particularly of the very

great assistance he derived from lieutenant

Robertson, of the artillery; lieutenant Alex-

ander, of the Dragons ; lieutenant Lewis, ofthe

Highflyer ; and Captains Wybourn and Car-

ter of the royal marines.

I have now anchored the above mentioned

brigs and tenders near a farm, on the right

bank of this river, where there appears to be

a considerable quantity of cattle, which I in-

tend embarking for the use of the fleet under

your command ; and if I meet with no resis-

tance or impediment in so doing, I shall give

the owner bills on the victualling-oflBce for the

fair value of whatsoever is so taken; but

should resistance be made, I shall consider

them as a prize of war, which I trust will meet

your approbation ; and I purpose taking on

board a further supply for the fleet to-morrow,

on similar terms, from Specucie Island, which

lies a little below Havre-de-Grace, and which

I have been informed is also well stocked.

I have the honor to be, &c.

G. COCKBURN, Rear-admiral.

To the right hon. admiral Sir J. B. Warren,

bart. K. B., &c.

Although the strictest orders were issued by
the Rear Admiral, to land without molestation

to the unopposing inhabitants, and although

these orders were enforced with the greatest

severity, still we fii l our c' ' friends, the

writers of the History oftH 'l'a.,-Had Sketches

<\fthe War, i idy as ever to in,ti: and mis-

state. The author oH)xq Hc^U/ry of the United

States, however, outdoes them both, and

shines conspicuous in his task of distortive

misrepresentation. So totally careless of

truth is hy as to represent public stores as

belonging to merchants of Baltimore and Phila-

delphia, and this in direct opposition to Gen.

Wilkinson's statement, who distinctly says :

—

" By the d'^foctive arrangements ofthe war

department, he [rear Admiral Cockburn] suc-

ceeded in di stroying the military equipments

and munitions found there ; of which, I ap-

prehend, the public never received any cor-

rect account*

The sair. ; system of false colouring, will be

found to pervade these writers yvorka when-

ever the occurrences on the Chesapeake are

•Wilkinson's mem. Vol. I. Page 732.

in question. The National vanity received

here its sorest wound, and Americans were

here first taught the proper value of their

militia.

The defeats along the lake shores, and the

various repulses, had been all so glossed over,

that the idea of militia not being equal to the

most disciplined soldiery, was never entertain-

ed I \vhen, therefore, the fact was forced on

them, a bitterness of feeling was engendered,

which, like an un-;holesome tumour, found

vent, in the discharge of the most violent

matter.

A second expedition was soon forced upon

the commanding officer, by the absurd temer-

ity of the inhabitants of Havre de Grace.—

The rule laid down by the British Admiral

was, that all sup^jiies should be paid for, at

full market price, but that all such supplies

must be forthcoming, that is without serious

inconvenience i;o parties supplying, but that,

should resistenc« be offered, the village or

town would ther Vte con&idarod as a fortified

place, and the luale Inhabitants as soldiers,

the one to be des\iroyed, the other with their

property (.o bo captured or destroyed.

The iiihahitants of French Town had expe-

rienced Ih'! I) i5oflt of this arrangement, and

taking no j! v t >fi the contest, remained un-

m ;.'i.d. I jinhabitantsofHavredeGrace,

not .-0 prudei 't, received a severe lesson.—

The British Admiral,

dicming it necessary,

to draw his supplies froL» a place called Spe-

cucie Island, where cattle ^nd piovisions were

abundant, was obliged to pass in sight of

Havre de Grace, a village on the west side of

the Susquehanna, a short distance above ibe

confluence of that river with the Chesapeake.

The inhabitants of this place, possessed, very

probably, to a great extent, an idea of their

valor, and qualifications for_becoming soldiers,

and had consequently erected a six gun bat-

tery, and, as if to attract particular attention,

had mounted a large American Ensign.—

Mo-it probably, however, neither, the IJnsign

nor the battery would have attracted atten-

tion had the erectors thereof, remained quiet,

but instead of this a fire was opened upon the

British ships, although they were far beyond

the range of the guns. This provocation the

S dmiral detoruiined to resent, he consequent-

ly determined to make the town of Havre de

Descent on Havre de

Grace.
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Grace and the battery the objects of his next

attack.

Full details of the reasons for, and objects

Oi" the attack, will be found in Admiral Cock-

burn's second letter which follows

:

" His Majesty's ship Maidstone,

Tuesday night, 3d May, 1813, at anchor

off Turkey Point.

"Sib,—I have the honor to inform you,

that whilst anchoring the brigs and tenders

oif Specucie Island, agreeably to my intentions

notified to you in my official report ofthe 29th

ultimo, No. 10, I observed guns fired, and

American colours hoisted, at a battery lately

erected at Havre de Grace, at the entrance of

Susquehanna River. This, of course, imme-

diately gave to the place an importance which

I had not before attached ,o it, and I there-

fore determined on attacking it after the com-

pletion of our operations at the island; con-

sequently, having sounded in the direction

towards it, and found that the shallowness of

the water would only admit of its being ap-

proached by boats, I directed their assembling

under Lieutenant Westphall, (first of the Marl

borough,) last night at 12 o'clock, alongside

the Fantome : when our detatchments of ma-

rines, consisting of about 160 men, (as before,)

under Captains Wybourn and Carter, with a

small party ofartillerymen, under Lieutenant

Robinson, of the artillery, embarked in them

;

and the whole, being under the immediate di-

rection of Captain Lawrence, of the Fantome,

(who, with much zeal and readiness, took upon

himself, at my request, the conducting of this

service,) proceeded toward Havre de Grace, to

take up, under cover of the night, the neces-

sary position for commencing the attack at the

dawn ot day. The Dolphin and Highflyer

tenders, commanded by Lieu'enants Hutchin-

son an 1 Lowis, followed for the support of the

boats, but the shoalness of the water prevented

their getting within six miles of the place

Captain Lawrence, however, having got up

with the boats, and having very ably and ju-

diciously placed them duving the dark, a warm
fire was opened on the place at daylight from

our launches and rocket-boats, which was

smartly returned from the battery for a short

time; but the launches constantly closing

with it, and their fire rather increasing than

decreasing, that from the battery soon began

to slacken
; and Captain Lawrence observing

this, very judiciously directed the landing of

the marines on the left; which movement,

added to the hot fire they were under, induced

the Americans to commence withdrawing from

the battery, to take shelter in the town.

"Lieut. G. A. Westphall, who had taken

his station in the rocket-boat close to the bat-

tery, therefore now judging the moment to be

favourable, pulled directly up under the work,

and landing with his boat's crew, got imme-

diate possession of it, turned their own gun8

on them, and thereby soon caused them to

retreat, with their whole force, to the farthest

extremity of the town, whither, (the marines

having by this time landed,) they were pur-

sued closely ; and no longer feeling themselves

equal to an open and manly resistance, they

commenced a teasing and irritating fire from

behind V>v houses, walls, trees, &c. : from

which, I am sorry to say, my gallant first-

lieutenant received a shot through his hand

whilst leading the pursuing party ; he, how-

ever, continued to head the advance, with

which he soon succeeded in dislodging the

whole of the enemy from their lurking places,

and driving them for shelter to ''le r iighbor-

ing woods; and whilst performing vvh"ch ser-

vice, he had the satisfaction to o/ertD'ze, ancJ

with his remaining hand to make prisoner

and bring in a captain of their militi v We
also took an ensign and sonic armed indivi-

duals; but the rest of the force, tt! '» had

been opposed to us, having peni'iuted into

the woods, 1 did not judge it pru. .c to allow

of their being further followed w'fh our small

numbers ; thi *bre, after setting fire to some

of the housi > cause the proprietors, (t'^^o

had desertc .em, and formed part of tho

militia who liad fied to the wood?,) to undc*-

stand, and "1, what they were liable to bring

upon themselves, by building batte, ies, and

acting tfi.\ ,irds us with so much useless ran-

cour, I iiharked in the boats the guns from

the butiu'y, and havinf^ also taken and de-

stroyed about 180 stand of small arms, I

detached a small division of boats up the Sus-

quehanna, to take and destroy whatever they

might meet with in it. and proceeded myself

with the remaining boats under Captain Law-

rence, in g ivch of a cannon foundry, which I

had gaineti itelligence of, whilst on shore at

Havre de Grace, as being situated about three

or four miles to tho northward, where wo
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1 on Havre do

icr event of the

)!• cx:iggeratii)i\

particuliir ilcaler

,
happil}'^ for the

btory as to con-

tradict his neighbour, and we are thus enabled

to refute, most convincingly, the random and

malevolent statements put forth. The North

American Review states, that for three weeks

the inhabitants of Havre do Grace had been

making preparations, and that the militia of

the district brid been called out. An extract

from this review will show that the den on-

gtration of the Havre de Gracians was not the

unpremeditated movement of men hastily

gummoned together for mutual defence, but

was a preconcerted arrangement.

"The militia, amounting to about two

hundred and fifty, were kept to their arms all

night ;
patroles were stationed in every place

where they could possibly be of any service

;

and the volunteers were at their guns, with a

general determination to give the enemy a

warm reception." We make this quotation

to show, not that these men were wrong in

taking up arms for the preservation of their

hearths and homes, but to prove that any

severities on the part of the British, were not

exercised upon unoffending or defenceless

inhabitants, but actually formed part and

parcel of the miseries always attendant on a

state of warfare. Another object gained by

the quotation is to convict the writers of the

"Sketches of the War," History of the War,"

and " History of the United States " of willul

distortion of the truth. One of these writers

states that they "attacked, plundered, and

burnt the neat and flourishing ftuf unprotected

village of Havre de Grace ; for which outracc

no provocation had been given, nor could

Cockburu's

k', show

whe'her the village or town was cither un-

prepared for, or uncxpcctant of, an attack.

This last extract will therefore BufDcc as a

sample of the other accounts.

But this system of mis-statement was not

conlined to journali^ts or hi.storians, Mr.

Munroe in his official tiuinmnication to Sir

Alexander Cochrane, in the teeth of the fact

that six pieces of cannon and one hundred

and thirty stand of arms had been captured,

persists in describing the inhabitants as un-

armed. One writer a Mr. O'Connor in his

»eal to prove at once the bravery of the

defenders, and the deliberate atrocity of the

assailants—first descants upon the vigorou

excuse be assigned " Admiral

letter, and the remarks in the R'jview,

and then winds up by declaring that " it is not

easy to assign any cause, other than the

caprice of its projector, for this violent attack

on an unoffending and defenceless village.

Xo reason of a public nati^re could have

induced it. No public property was deposited

there, nor were any of its inhabitants engaged

in aiding the prosecution of the war."

It would be idle and unnecessary after these

quotations to add anything more on this sub-

ject, and wc shall accordingly pass on to the

next instance of atrocity perpetrated by the

British. We will just call attention to one

point more connected with this affair, which

is, that but one American writer thought the

loss of forty-five pieces of cannon, chiefly

thirty-two's and twenty-four pounders, of

sufficient consequence to give it a place in his

history.

The third expedition undertaken for the

purpose of capturing or destroying public

property, set out on the night of the 5th May.

The destination of this expedition was to the

villages of Georgetown and Fredcricktown,

situated on the opposite banks of the river

Sassafras, .and nearly facing each other. The

official letter will, however, furnish the most

correct details.

II, M. S. Maidstone, off the Sassafras river,

May Cth, 1813.

Stn,—I have the honour to acquaint you,

that understanding Georgetown and Fredcr-

icktown, situated up the Sassafras river, were

places of some trade and importance, and the

Sassafras being the only river or place of

shelter for vessels at this upper extremity of the

Chesipeake, which I had not examined and

cleared, I directed, last night, the assembling

theboatsalongsido the Mohawk, from whence

with the marines, as before, under captains

Wybourn and Carter, with my friend lieute-

nant Robertson, of the artillery, and his small

party, they proceeded up this river, being

placed by me for this operation, under the im-

mediate directions of captain Byng of the

Mohawk.

I intended that they should arrive before

the above mentioned towns by dawn of day,

but in this I was frustrated by the intricacy

of the river, our total want of local knowledge

in it, the darkness of the night, and the

^reat distance the towns lay up it ; it, there-

preparations made, and the resolute defence, I fore, unavoidably became late in the morning
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befuro wc approached them, when, having

intercepted a small boat with two inhabitants,

I directed captain Byng to halt our boats

about two miles below the town, and I sent

forward the two Americans in their boat to

warn their countrymen against acting in the

same rash manner the people of Havre-de-

Giace had done ; assuring them if they did,

that Iheir towns would inevitably meet with

a biaiilar fate ; but, on the contrary, if they

did not attempt resistance, no injury should

be done to thorn or their towns ; that vessels

and public property only would be seized

;

that the strictest discipline would be main-

tained; and i:hat, whatever provisions or

other property of individuals I might require

for the use of the squadron, should be in-

stantly paid for in its fullest value. Afier

having allowed suflicient time for this message

to be digested, and their resolution taken

thereon, I directed the boats to advance, and

I am sorry to say, I soon found the more un-

wise alternative was adopted; for on our

reaching within about a mile of the town, be-

tween two projecting elevated points of the

river, a most heavy fire of musketry was open-

ed on us from about ^00 men, divided and

entrenched on the two opposite banks, aided

by one long gun. The launches and rocket-

boats smartly returned this fire with good

effect, and with the other boats and the ma-

rines I pushed ashore immediately above the

enemy's position, thereby ensuring the cap-

ture of the towns or the bringing him to a de-

cided action. He determined, however, not to

risk the latter; for the moment he discerned

we had gained the shore, and that the marines

had fixed their bayonets, he fled with his

whole force to the woods, and was neither

seen nor heard of afterwards, though several

were sent out to ascertain whether he had

taken up any new position, or what had be-

come of him. I gave him, however, the mor«

lification of seeing, from wherever he had

hid himself, that I was keeping my word with

respect to the towns, which (excepting the

houses of those who hai continued peaceably

in them, and had taken no part in the attack

made on us) were forthwith destroyed, as

were four vfWKls laying in the river, and some

gtores of ^gar, of lumber, of leather, and of

olher TTt^rchandize. I then directed the re-

tabftf^tion of our small force, and we pro-

ceeded down the river again, to a town I had

observed, situated in a branch of it, about

half way up, and here I had the satisfaction

to 6nd,that what had passed at lIavre,Gcorge«

town, and Frcdericktown, had its effect, and led

these people to understand, that they had

more to hope for from our generosity, than

from erecting batteries, and opposing us by

means within their power ; the inhabitants of

this place having met me at landing, to say

that they had not permitted either gurs

or militia to be stationed there, and that

whilst there I should not meet with any

opposition whatever. I therefore landed with

the officers and a small guard only, and hav-

ing ascertained that there was no public pro-

perty of any kind, or warlike stons, and

having allowed of such articles as we stood

in need of being embarked in the boats on

payment to the owner of their full value, I

again re-embarked, leaving the people of this

place well pleased wl'h the wisdom of their

determination on their mode of receiving ug.

I also had a deputation from Charlestown, in

the north-east river to assure me that that place

is considered by them at your mercy, and

that neither guns nor militia-men shall be

suffered there ; and as I am assured that all

the places in the upper part of the Chesa-

peake have adopted similar resolutions, and

that there is now neither public property,

vessels, or warlike stores remaining in this

neighbourhood, I propose returning to you

with the light squadron to-morrow morning.

I am sorry to say the hot fire we were

under this morning cost us five men wounded

one only, however, severely ; and I have

much satisfaction in being able to bear testi-

mony to you of the zeal, gallantry, and good

conduct of the different officers and men serv-

ing in this division. To Captain Byng, of the

Mohawk, who conducted the various, arrange-

ments on this occasion, with equa? skill and

bravery, every possible praise is most justly

due, as vrell as to Captains Wyboum, Carter,

Lieutenant Robertson, of the Artillery, and

Lieutenant Lewis, of the Highflyer ; Lieut»'

nant Alexander, of the Dragon, the senior

officer under Captain Byng, in command of

the boats, deserves also that I should particu-

larly notice him to yoa for hi& steadiness, co^

reetness, and the great ability with which b«

always executes wbatover servic* is entrusted
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to him ; and I must beg permission ef seizing

this opportunity of stating to you how much

1 have been indebted to Captain Burdett, of

this ship, who was good enough to receive me
on board the Maidstone, when I found it

impracticable to advano.e higher in the Marl-

borough, and has invariably accompanied me
on every occasion whilst directing these va-

rious operations, and rendered me always

the most able, prompt, and efficacious assis-

tance.

I have tho honor to be, &c.

G. COCKBURN, Rear-Ad.

To the Right Hon. Sir J. B. Warren, Baronet,

K. B. &c.

Whatever severities were used towards

tho inhabitants of these villages, the chastise-

ment was merited. The British had evini;ed

the desire to respect private property, and had

even sent on two of their own countrymen

to apprise "the villagers of their disposition.

The Americans returned a submissive

message, alleging that they were without the

means of defence, whilst they were preparing

a warm reception for their visitors. In short

they laid a trap for the British, in which they

were themselves caught, inasmuch as they

lost their property, which would otherwise

have been respected. This was so clearly

established that even American \viiters have

been able to make very little of it, and they

have, accordingly, contented themselves with

general charges of British cruelty and so

forth.

One end was gained by the example made
of Havre de Grace and the two villages, as

deputations praying for mercy began now to

be sent to the British commander from the

other places in the neighbourhood of the

Ohesapeakes. This disposition on the part of

the inhabitants has been construed into

"treachery" by the author of "the War,"

and most unjustly so. The British were in

force, the militia who should have opposed

them were too few in number and generally

too undisciplined, if not lacking in courage, to

offer any efifectual resistance. What then

remained for the poor people but to make
the beat terms possible, so as to avert th;. fate

which had overtaken three places already

mentioned. Still more unfair is it to call the

British unprincipled marauders, as on no

•ccasioa was any severity observed except

when by making resistance tho town or

villag3 fell under tho category of "places
taken by'storm."

The great object of the attacks made by
such journals as the " National Advocate,"
" Democratic Press," and others of the same
stamp, was to lower the character of British

troops and o( Britain, in the estimation of
Europe, and, at the same time, by tho recital

of these outrages to influence the feelings of
western patriots. James, who was in a situa-

tion to ascertain the truth declares that
''American citizens of tho first consequence
in Baltimore, Annapolis and Wasliington,
when they have gone on board tho British

Chesapeake squidron, as they frequently did,

with flags, to obtain passports, or ask otlier

favours, and these iiifiiimraatorj' paraf^raphs

were shovvn to them, never failcJ lo declare

with apparent shame, that they had been
penned without the slightest regi; .-d to truth •

but merely to instigate their ferocious country,

men in the Western States to rally round the
American standard." Fortunately the task
of disproving all these charges is easy, as the
North American Review bears the following

testimony to the behaviour of tho invaders.
" They, (the British,)," says the Review,

were always desirous of making a fair puf
chase, and of paying the full value of what they
received ; and it is no more tlmn justice to
the enemy to state that, in many instances
money was left behind, in a conspicuous place,

to the full amount of what had been taken
away.*

One very material difference may be
observed between the proclamations we have
seen issued by General Hull, on the first in-

vasion of Canada, and Sir George Cockburn's
addresses to the Americans. The first in-

vited tho Canadians to turn traitors, threaten-

ing them, in case of non-compliance, with all

the horrors of war, the English Admiral
merely asked them for their own sakes not to

oppose a superior force.

The next object of importance was the cut-

Cutting out of the Sur- *'"S out of the Amen-
veyor hchooner- can Schooner Surveyor,

by the boats of the Nacissus. This was a
very spirited thing on both sides, and so im-

pressed was Lieutenant Grerie with the gal-

*North American fteview, vol- 6. V. P. IM,
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Untr, oftho American Oomtnandcr, Captuin

Travis, tliiil lie returned liiiii his swoid will)

the following letter:— •

From Lieutenant Ckeuie to Captain Tiuvis.

Ills Miij.'Sty's ship Narcissus, June 13tli,

1813.

Sir,—Your gallant and dcE>pcrato attempt

to defend your vessel against more than dou-

ble your number, on tlie night of the 12tli

instant, excited such admiration on the part

of your opponents, as I have seldom witnes-

sed, and induces mo to return you the sword

you had nobly used, in testimony of mine

Our poor fellows have severely suffered, occa-

sioned chiefly, if not solely, by the precaution

you had taken to prevent surprise ; in short,

I am at a loss which to admire most, the pre-

vious engngemcnt on board the Surveyor, or

the determined manner by which her deck

was disputed, inch by inch.

I am. Sir, with much respect, &c.

JOHN CRERIE.

Oaptain S. Travis, U. S. Cutter, Surveyor.

Towards the middle of Juno, the Naval

Attftok on Junon by Commander at Norfolk,

lot'""- Com. Cassin deemed it

advisable to attempt the destruction or cai-

tare of the Junon, forty-six gun frigate, then

anchored in Hampton Roads, and from which

boat expeditions had been dispatched to des-

troy the shipping in James' River.

^n attack was made on the 20th by the

American llotilla,* armed with some thirty

•From Commodore Cassin to the American Sec-

retary of the Navy.
Navy Yard, Gosport, June 21, 1813.

Sir,—On Saturday, at 11 P. M., Captain Tar-

bell moved with the flotilla under Ida command
consisting of 15 gun-boats, in two divisions. Lieu-

tenant John M. Gardner, 1st division, and Lieu-

tenant Robert Ileidey, the 2nd, manned from the

frigate, and 50 musketeert", ordered Irom Craney
Island by General Taylor, and proceeded down
the River ; but adverse winds and squalls pre-

vented his approaching the enemy until Simday
morning at four, when the flotilla comenced a

heavy galling tire on a Irigate. at about three

quarters of a ndle distance, lying well up the

roads, Uo other frigates lying in sight. At halt

past four, a breeze sprung up irom fi.N.E. which

guns, and manncii with about five h'lnilrrd

men. The Junon was becalmed and as the

llotilla did not venture within i-a.-h of her

carronades, the action was confined to a dis-

tant cannonade. It, however, lasted a sulll-

ciently long time to warrant Commodore

Cassin's writing tho letter which wu have

given in our notes. One statement of the

doughty Commodore is particularly ridicu-

lous, viz., that tho Junon was almost reduced

to a sinking state, the fact beiu'^ that she re-

ceived two shots only in her hull, and had but

one man killed.

enabled the two frigates to got umler way—one a
razee or very heavy ship, and tho other a lri<,Mte

—and to come nearer into action. The bonis in

consequence of their approach, hauled ot!', though
keeping up a well directed tire on the razee and
tho other sliip. which gave us several brouiisiiics,

Tho frigate first engaged, supposed to be the

T'lnon, was certainly severely handled—had the

: Im continui'd one half hour, tliaC frigate inu^t

have fallen into our hands, or been destroyed.

She must have slipped her mooring so as to drop

nearer the razee, who had all sail set, coming up
to her with tbi other frigate. Tho action con-

tinued one hour and a half with three ships.

Shortly after the action, the ruzce got aloiigsido

of the ship, and had her upon a deep careen in a

little time, with a number of boats and starts

round her. I am satislied considerable damage
was done to her, for she was silenced some time,

until the razee opened her fire, when she com-
menced. Our loss is very triflii.g. Mr. Allison,

master's mate, on lioard 130, wai killed early in

the action, by an 18 pound ba'l, whicli pntttied

through him and lodged in the mast. No. 164

had a shot between wind and water. No. 67

had her franklin shot away, and several of them
had some of their sweeps and .itanchcoiis siliot

away—but two men slightly injured ^rom the

sweeps. On the flood tide several ships of the

line and frigates came into the roads, and we diJ

expect an attack last night. Tnere are now in

the roads 13 ships of the line and frigates, on«

brig and several tenders.

I cannot say too much for the oiGcers and

crews on this occasion ; for every man appeared

to go into action with much cheerfulness, apparent-

ly anxious to do his duty and resolved to conquer.

I had a better opportunity of discovering their

actions than any one else, being in my boat the

whole ot the action.

I have the honor to be, &c.

JOHN CASSIN.
Hod. W. Jones, &c.
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CHAPTER XVIII.

Aa HAT bo sapposed, the blockade of the

Ohesaneai' .d the threatening position ta-

ke . ^y (ti fleet, otr Hampton Roads, placed

the Americans on the qui vive, especially as

many tongued rumour had been busied in

jflcribing- plans and intentions of every de-

tcription to the British Admiral.

The flotilla had failed in their attack on the

Junon, thereby demonstrating that gun boats

alone could effect nothing : the Constellation

could not venture from under the batteries,

tnd as there was, consequently, really no force

by which the British could be attacked by

water, the Americans were compelled to en-

dure the sight of a hostile squadron daily be*

fore their eyes, with the mortifying conviction

forced on them, that, inasmuch as tboy had

been fomenters of the war, so were they now

the principal sufferers—So strict was the

blockade that it was not only impossible for

any vessel to escape the cruisers which guar-

ded the passage between Cape Henry and

Gape Charles, but it was an enterprise atten-

ded with great risk for any vessel to leave the

James, Elizabeth, York, or in fact, any of the

rirers which disembogue into the Chesapeake

bay.

All that was, under these circumstances,

left for the Americans was to prepare against

attacks, and we accordingly find in " Sketches

of the war*' that upwards of ten thousand

militia were assembled round Norfolk and its

ficinity, the points against which an attack

18

was most likely to bo directed. With the

whole coast thus on the alert it was not to ha

expected that the preparations which were

openly made towards the end of June by

the British Squadron would escape observa-

tion. " Accordingly," as James has it " Cra-

ney Island being rather weakly manned, the

commanding officer at Norfolk sent one bun*

dred and fifty of the Constellation's seamen

and marines, to a battery of eighteen pound-

ers in the north west, and about four hun-

dred and eighty Virginia Militia, exclusive of

officers, to reinforce a detachment of artillery,

stationed with two twenty four and four six

pounders on the west tide of the island.

Captain Tarbell's fifteen gun boats were also

moored in the best position for contributing

to the defence of the post." It will thus be

seen that very formidable preparations for the

defence of this port were adopted, and the

following despatch from Admiral Warren to

Mr Croker announcing the failure of the at*

tack on Craney Island will not wholly be

unprepared for.

From Admiral Warren to Mr. Croker.

San Domingo, Hampton-roads,

Chesapeake, June 24, 1813.

Sir,—I request you will inform their lord-

ships, that, from the information received of

the enemy's fortifying Craney Island, and it

being necessary to obtain possession of that

place, to enable the light ships and vessels to

proceed up the narrow channel towards
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Norfolk, to transport' the troops over on that

side for them to attttck the new lort and lines

in the rear of which the Constellation frigate

was anchored, I directed the troops under

Sir Sydney Beckwith to be landed upon the

continent within the nearest point to that

place, and a reinfoiccuient of seamen and

marines from the ships ; but upon approaching

the island, from the extreme shoalness of the

water on the sea side, and the difficulty of

getting across from the land, as well as the

island itself being fortified with a number of

guns and men from tho frigate and militia,

and flanked by fifteen gun-boats, I considered,

in consequence of the representation of the

officei commanding the troops, ofthe difiQcuity

of their passing over from the land, that the

persevering in the attempt would cost more

men than the number with us would permit,

as the other forts must have been stormed

before the frigate and dock-yard could have

been destroyed; I therefore ordered the

troops to be re-embarked.

I am happy to say, the loss in the above

affair, (returns of which are enclosed) has not

been considerable, and only two boats sunk.

I have to regret, that Captain Ilanshett, of

His Majesty's ship Diadem, who volunteered

his services, and led the division of boats with

great gallantry, was severely wounded by a

ball in the thigh.

The officers and men behaved with much

bravery and if it had been possible to have

got at tlie enemy, I am persuaded would have

soon giiined the place.

I have the honor to be, &c.

J. B. WARREN.
J. W. Croker, Esq.

A return of officers, seamen, and marines,

belonging to Ilis Majesty's ships, killed,

wounded, and missing, in the attack on

Craney Island, June 22d.

Killed, none—wounded, eight—missing,

ten.

Return of land forces killed, wounded, and

missing, in same attack.

Killed, six—wounded, sixteen—missing,

one hundred and four.

The policy of making this attack has been

very much questioned, and some of James'

objections appear to have a considerable show

of reuon. H« says, "There can be only

OHO (pinion, surely, about the wisiiom of

sending boats, in broad-day-light, to feel their

way to the shore, over shoals and mud
banks, and that in the teeth of a very formi-

dable battery.—* But still had the veil of

darkness been allowed to screen the boats

from view, and an hour of the night chosen,

when the tide had covered the shoals with

deep water, the same little party might have

carried the batteries, and a defeat as disgrace-

ful to those that caused, as honorable to

those that suffered in it, been converted into

a victory. Aa it was the victory at Craney

Island, dressed up to advantage in the Ameri-

can Official account, and properly commented

on by the Government editors, was hailed

throughout the Union as a glorious triumph

fit for Americans tc achieve."

We fully concede with many of James*

objections, especially as to the injudicious se-

lection ofopen daylight and an ebb tide. And
although the particulars of the casualties are

not given in Admiral Warien's despatch, yet

other sources show that it was precisely to

these causes that the failure w \s to be attri-

buted.

In the first place there was an open parad*

of boats and an unwonted bustle round the

British vessels ; This was of course not unob-

served by the enemy, who thus had tim«

afforded to them to mature their plans of

defence. In the second place the first part

of the expedition of some seventeen or eigh-

teen boats with about eight hundred men,

under Sir Sydney Beckwith, was landed at a

place called Peg's poi>;t, an untenable posi-

tion, and from whence a movement, in sup*

port of the main body, could not be made.

After remaining in this position for 8om«

time, the troops were re-embarked and re^

turned to the fleet. The actual attack waa

made by a body about equally strong as the

first division, and wc would observe hate;

that it was made contrary to the opinion and

advice of Captains Hanshett, Maude, and

Romilly, however, overruled by the decision

of Captain Perchell, the senior officer. It

will thus be seen that the commanding officer

had just half the force he calculated on fpr

*Here James indulges in a bit of the patriot*

ic, about British basing their hopes of saoceil

on valour, not numbers, which we can affitrd M
iMveout, • • • » •
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the demonstration, a fact that must not be

forgotten when we come to compare Ameri-

can accounts. From the shallowness of the

water, the tide being out, some of the boats

got aground on a mud bank some hundred

and flfly yards from the muzzles of the guns

manned by the Constellation's men. In this

position it is not very wonderful that two

of the boats were sunk and many of the

crews killed, especially when we add that

the boats were ashore so close to the beach

that the American Marines and Militia, by

wading in a short distance, could pick ofl' the

men while struggling in the water. Admiral

Warren's wording of his despatch is about as

absurd as some of the American accounts.

The Admiral slurs over the real reasons why

his men were obliged to abandon the enter-

• prise, but it would have been much more cre-

ditable if he had confessed honestly that the

attack, injudiciously planned, was a total

failure. His account, glossing over the affair,

differs so widely from those of American

writers that the reader is tempted to enquire

farther, and the consequence is, that the Ad-

miral is convicted of the very fault with which

we charge—Thompson, O'Connor, Srath and

logersoL

We have fairly stated the British force,

and their loss; we will now esamine the

American version of the affair. One* makes

the British force, that landed in front of the

Island battery, consist of four thousand men,

but forgetting shortly after his random figures,

in the next page he states " that three thou-

sand British soldiers, sailors and marines were

opposed to four hundred and eighty Virginia

militia, and one hundred and fifty sailors and

marines." Mr. O'Connor reduces the force

at Crane/ Island to fifteeen hundred men*

only thus doubling them, but to make his

country some amends for this, he quadruples

the force that landed on the main, stating

them at three thousand strong. Commodore

Oasstn in a postcript to one of his letters

adopts the same number, and even Ingersol,

who from having been the latest writer has

had more opportunity afforded of learning

the truth, falls into the same error and makes

the British troops twenty-five hundred strongi

•icUng Itaidea fifV\i boats full of m«n.

*Sk«t«)Mi of the War->p. 816.

It is also note worthy that in not one of the

accounts is there one allusion to the boats

having grounded, the sole cause of the failure,

as experience had proved that the militia

could not be depended on in an attack by re-

gular troops. The Niagara frontier suffi-

ciently proves the correctness ofthis assertion.

Armstrong's account differs considerably from

the others, but even he falls into a mistake.

He states, " the disposable force of the enein;^

was divided into two corps, one of which, em-
barked into boat^ and carried directly to its

object, attempted to make good a descent

on the northern side of the Island ; while the

other landed on the main, and availing itself

of a shoal, which, at low water, was fordabU

iy infantry, forced its way to tho western

side. Though made with a considerable de-

gree of steadiness, both attacks failed.

The mistake, made in this paragraph, is

that the troops crossed from the main land

to the Island, and took part in the attack.

That this was not the case is certain from

the fact that the other writers, whose van*

0U3 accounts we have been criticising, make
no mention of a fact which would assuredly

not have been lost s'ght of by them, desirous

as they were of making as gi'eat a parade oi

national valor as possible.

Looking at the descent on Craney Island

in the most favorable light it can be regarded

in no other light than as a badly planned de-

monstration, to be regretted for two reasons,

—one, the loss of life and honor to the

British—the other, that an opportunity was
afforded to American writers of asserting that

the attack on Hampton and the outrages

committed there were in revenge for the

failure at Craney Island.

We have already stated that large bodies

of troop had been collected in and around

Norfolk, and as it was supposed that a consid-

erable body was stationed at Hampton, it was
resolved that an attack should be made on that

post; accordingly, on the night of the 26th

of June, about two thousand men, under the

command of Sir Sidney Beckwith, in a di-

vision ofboats, covered by the Mohawk Sloop,

landed, and, after some resistance, carried by-

storm the enemy's defences.

The two despatches from admiral Warren
and Sir Sydney Beckwith will be found tuooa-

taia all aeoesaary particulars of the attaek,

V.-.
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en such as required il;, and afforded e.ery as-

sistanco in their power. The dead bodies of

such as could be collected, were also carefully

buried.

I beg leave on this occssion to express the

obligations I owe to lieutenant-colonel Napier,

and lieutenant-colonel Williams, for their kind

and able assistance ; to major Malcolm and

captain Smith, and all the officers and men,

whose zeal and spirited conduct entitle them

to my best acknowledgements.

SYDNEY BECKWITH, Q. M. G.

Return of ordnance stores taken.

Four twelve-pounders in camp.

Three six-pounders do.

Three artillery waggons and horses.

Return oi the killed and wounded.—Five

killed, twenty-three wounded and ten missing.

• James' observations on this affair are worth

attention as he does not attempt to conceal

the fact, that acts of rapine and violence were

committed, unauthorized by the laws of legit-

imate warfare. James writes, " The Foreign

renegadoes (les Chasseurs Britaniques) form-

ing part of the advanced force, commenced

perpetrating upon the defenceless inhabitants

acts of rapine and violence which unpitying

custom has, in some degree, rendered inse-

parable from places that have been carried by

storm, but which are as revolting to human

nature, as they are disgraceful to the flag

which would sanction them. The instant

these circumstances of atrocity reached the

ears of the British commanding officer, orders

were given to search for, and bring in all

the Chasseurs," which was done.

It will be as well to remark in palliation of

this, that, immediately after the storming of

Hampton, the Commander of the Chasseurs,

Captain Smith, waited on the Commander-

in-Chief, and informed him that his men, on

being remonstrated with respecting their out-

rageous conduct, declared it to be their inten-

tion to give no quarter to Americans, in con-

sequence of their comrades having been so

cruelly shot at whilst struggling in the water,

and unarmed, before the batteries at Craney

Island. The Admiral on learning from Cap-

tain Smith his conviction, that his men would

act as they had declared they would, was

compelled, although short of troops, to em-

bark and send them from the American coast.

We do not pretend to extenuate the ex-

cesses ccmmi'ied, and deplore as heartily as

any American that such should have occur-

red, still we must point out that these grave

errors were but the fruit of the seed which

Americans themselves had sown ; besides, we

can adduce from their ownjournals clear proof

that, although many excesses occurred, still

these actions have been grossly exaggerated

by their histoiians. The Georgetown Federal

Republican, of July 7th, a journal published

under the very eye of the Government at

Washington, testifies " that the statement of

the women of Hampton being violated by the

British, turns out to be false. A correspon-

dence upon that subject and the pillage said

to have been committed there, has taken place

between General Taylor and Admiral Warren.

Some plunder appears to have been commit-

ted, but it was confined to the Chasseurs.

Admiral Warren complains, on his part, of

the Americans having continued to fire upon

the struggling crews of the barges, after they

were sunk."

It might have been expected that, when
penning their violent philippics against Bri-

tish cruelty and atrocity, this testimony would

have had some weight with the denouncers

of Admiral Cockburn and his men, but we
regret t*) be compelled to state that in no

American history from which we quote, nor

in any other, that we have seen or heard of,

does this exculpation of the British appear.

Admiral Warren, having effectually suc-

ceeded h annihilating the trade along /'

whole coist of the Chesapeake Bay, dU- '
...

ed Admiral Cockburn, in the Scept"* * \

.

XL Ti 1 n J XT • .armeisen
the Romnlus, Fox and Nemesis «*/...
flute to Ocracock, in North Cor*'"*'

- . ., . ,

,

the commerce
purpose of strikmg a blow 0' ^ ^. .-,,

A • iv. A- » -:rts. On the 12th
carried or. in the adjacent „ ^ ,

of July tie expedition r"ved off Ocracock,

and preparations for
^"^^"8 were promptly

arranged On the r-oming of the 13th the

troops were embarK^ ^^^^^ ^^^ commandof

Lieutenant Westj^all, first of the Sceptre,

and making for slore, after some opposition

succeeded in ca,turing two privateers, the

Atlas ot Philadlphia, of ten guns, and the

Anaconda of Ifew York, of 18 long nines.

These vessels t>ok possession of, the troops

landed, and wiiiout opposition entered Ports-

The destruction of the two letters of
mouth. - Aj •

I

marque having been accomplished, Admiral
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Oocl- '>um re-embarked his men, finding that

but few public stores were contained in the

place, and that the inhabitants appeared

peaceably disposed and disinclined to draw on

themselves the chastisement which had at-

tended the resistance made by some of the

Tillages on the Chesapeake Bay.

The operations of the Southern Squadron

were completed by the descent on Portsmouth

and the British Admiral was satisfied that

he had inflicted a blow on American com-

merce, which it would require years of pros-

perity to repair. In point of fact the great

outlet by which American commerce found a

passage had been hermetically sealed and the

cor" :erce of Delaware and Maryland, Virgi-

nia and North Carolina, may be said to have

been virtually extinguished. We will accord-

ingly once more change the scene and again

visit the Canadas.

We now transport the readsr from a Southern

June to a Canadian December, when we find

Lieutenant Metcalf and twenty-eight militia

capturing thirty-nine regulars, near Chatham.

This exploit was but trifling, yet it is note

worthy as it proved that General Harrison's

occupation of the western peninsula had but

served to infuse fresh spirit, and to render the

opposition more determined. General Drum-

mond was so satisfied with the gallantry dis-

played by Lieutenant Metcalfe, that he pro-

moted him.

Another circumstance, which, however,

Tas to be expected, must here be no(iced No
.r.^rican has thought it necessary to mention

*
'e expedition, although we hear nu-

merous t^^^ , . .fl. fl. . . .

, . stances of more triflmg aimirs bemg

refl t d
'®'^' ^^'^' '**'^®'^'"' ^^^^ '**^*

_. ^ 'dit, hence the univerial silence.
The next afiair xi i. i. u o

_
_"""" «g an attempt macb by Cap-

tain Lewis Basat commanding the light
company of the 89i. ^^d a detadiment of
the Rangers and Kent

T,iijtia, under the com-
mand of Captain Caldwi,, to check the inva-
sion of the Americans aKng the Detroit and
Lake Erie Shores. Geneni Armstrong gives
rather a lengthy account oithis inroad of the
Americans, and observes, 'having a worth-
less object, it ought not to htve been adopted.
For of what importance to tie United States
would have been the capturt or destruction
of a blockhouse, in the heartof an enemy's
country more than one hundred miles distant

from the frontier, and which, if held, would

have been difficult to susliin, and, if des-

troyed, easily reinstated." The Americans

hearing of the approach of the British party

retreated, but were compelled to make a stand,

which they did intrenching themselves so

effectually that their assailants were compel-

led to retreat with a loss of sixty-five killed

and wounded, amongst them Lieut. Basden.

As a proof of the sheltered position of the

Americans we may mention that their loss

only amounted to four killed and four

wounded. The demonstration had, however,

the effect of compelling the Americans to

abandon any further acvance and to retreat

as fast as they could. Colonel Butler, the

originator cf the expedition, has written rather

an exaggerated account of it to General liar

rison, and he has not failed to reduce Ameri-

cans by twenty in number, adding at the

same time about forty to the British. His

letter will, however, sp ;ak for itself:

—

Dbak Sib—
By Lieutenant Shannon, of the 27th Regt.,

United States' infantry, I have the honor of

informing you, that a detachment of the

troops under my command, led by Captain

Holmes, of the 24th United States' infantry,

has obtained a signal victory over the

enemy.

The aflair took place on the 4th instant,

about 100 miles from this place, on the river

de French. Our force consisted of no more

than 160 Rangers and mounted infantry. The

enemy, from their own acknowledgement,

had about 240. The fine light company of

the Royal Scots is totally destroyed ; they

led the attack most gallantly, and their com-

mander fell within ten paces of our front

line. The light company of the 89th has

also Buffered severely ; one officer of that

company fell, one is a prisoner, and another

is said to be badly wounded.

In killed, wounded, and prisoners, the en<

emy lost about 80, whilst on our part there

were but four killed, and four wounded.

This great disparity in the loss on each side

is to be attributed to the very judicious posi-

tion occupied by Captain Holmes, who com»

pelled the enemy to attack him at great dis-

advantage. This even, more gallantly merits

the laurel.

Captain Holmes has just returned, and will
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furnish a detailed account of the expedition,
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Very respectfully,

Your most obedient Servant,

H. BUTLER,
Lieut.-Col. Commandant at Detroit

lIiU<>^^C"C'^' Harrison.

Enemy's forces, as stated by the prisoners.

Royal Scots, 101

80th Regiment, 46

Militia, fiO

Indians, 40 to 60

236

We are rather at a loss to guess whether

the information, as to force was gained from

the one wounded man who fell into Captain

Holmes' hands. The return made by the

British, shows a loss of fifty-seven instead

of eighty killed and wounded, and the only

prisoner was a volunteer, who, poor fellow,

had only just joined and could scarcely be

expected to have had much time to learn

particulars as to force.

Again we must, for a short space, leave the

west and follow the movement to farther east.

We must not omit, however, to chronicle a

mistake into which Major General Browne

was led, and which must have tended, mate-

rially, to lower American Commanders in the

estimation of their men.

Wilkinson's memoirs show clearly, as ex-

plained by a letter of General Armstrong, of

date the 20th January, that it was contem-

plated to open the campaign of 1814 by a

pretended demonstration in the Upper Cana-

dian peninsula. A twofold object was to be

accomplished by this, as to defend the fron-

tier ports along the Niagara would require

the union of all the troops in Western Canada,

and it would be rendered difiicult, if not im-

possible, to make any demonstrations against

Amherstburg, Detroit, or the shipping at Erie

and Putin-bay. Again, this attack would

prevent the possibility ot any re-inforcements

being sent to the lower Province, in case at-

tacks should be contemplated on Kingston,

Montreal, or Quebec.

The real orders to General Browne, wore,

" you will immediately consult with Commo-

dore Chauncey, about the readiness of the

fleet, for a descent on Kingston, the moment

the ice leaves the lake. If he deems it prac-

ticable, and you think you have troops enough
to carry it, you will attempt the expedition.

In such an event, you will use the enclosed

as a ruse de guerre."

The instructions to be used in this manner
were " public sentiments will no longer tole-

rate the possession of Fort Niagara by the

enemy. You will therefore move the division

which you brought from French Mills, and
invest that post. Governor Jenkins will co-

operate with his five thousand militia

;

and Colonel Scott, who is to be made a briga-

dier, will join you. You will receive your in-

structions at Onondaga hollow." Poor Gen-
eral Browne, knowing that he would have

to wait for some months ere the fleet could

move, was induced to mistake the real object

of attack, and accordingly marched forthwith

his troops, two thousand strong from Sackett's

Harbour westward, to the point where he was
to receive his instructions ; here he was un-

deceived and had to march back again through

the most wretched roads to Sackett's Harbour.

This marching and countermarching could not

have inspired much confidence in the minds
of the soldiery, when the time for action iu

the western peninsula really did arrive.

During all this time General Wilkinson had

been at Plattsburg nursing his wrath against

the Canadians and British for the reception

which they had accorded to him in his expe-

dition down the St. Lawrence. Finding it

impossible, we presume, to restrain his desire

for revenge, the General, on the 19th March,

advanced with his army from Plattsburg to

Swanton, Vermont, near to Missisquoi Bay,

on Lake Champlain. On the 22d the Gen-
eral crossed the boundary and took possession

of Philipsburg, a village just within the lines.

On the 26th, the General re-crossed the lake

for the purpose of striking a blow in another

and more favorable direction, and we find

him on the 29th, at the heai of four thousand

men holding a council of war to deliberate on

an attack to be made on a British force sta-

tioned at La Colle Mill, about eight miles from

Champlain. We here give the proceedings

of the council, and the general order, which

was the result of these deliberations.

Minutes of a council of war held at Cham-
plain the 2dth of March, 1814.

Present—Brigadier-general Macomb, brig-
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adier-general Bissell, brigadier-general Smith,

colonel Atkinson, colonel Miller, colonel Cum-

RiingR, major Pitts, major Totten.

Mojor-gcneral Wilkinson states to the coun-

cil, that, from the best information he can

collect, the enemy has assembled at the Isle

uux Noix and La Colle Mill 2500 men, com-

posed of about 2000 regular troops and 600

militia, of whom, after leaving a garrison of

200 men at Isle aux Noix, 1800 regulars and

600 militia may be brought into action. The

corps of the United States, now at this place,

consists of S909 combatants, including 100

cavalry, and 804 artillerists, with 1 1 pieces of

artillery. The objects of the enemy are un-

known, and the two corps are separated nine

miles. Under these circumstances the major

general submits the following questions for

the consideration and opinion of the council-

First—Shall we attack the enemy ? and in

such case do the council approve the order of

march and battle hereunto annexed, with the

general order of the day ?

Second—When and by what route shall

the attaek be made, on the plan of the inter-

mediate country hereunto annexed?

Third—Shall a single attack be made with

our force combined ; or shall two attacks be

made ; or shall we feint on the right by the

shore of the Sorel, or to the left by Odell's

mill, to favour the main attack ?

The general will be happy to adopt any ad-

vanlageous change which may be propose*!

by the council, or be governed by their

opinions.

The council is of opinion, that the light

troops should cover a reconnoissance towards

La Colle Mill ; and if it is found practicable,

the position should be attacked, and the ene-

my's works destroyed ; that the whole army

move to support the light troop*:; that the

order of battle is approved, and the manner

and mode of attack must be left entirely with

the commanding general.

Alex. Macomb,

Tn. A. Smitu,

D. BiSSEIiL,

R. Pdrdt,

James Miller,

T. H. Pitts,

H. Atkinson,

Joseph G. Totten.

Under existing circumstances ny opinion

is, that we go as far as La Colle Mill, desig

nated in the map, to meet the enemy there,

and destroy their block-house and the mill in

which they are quartered.

M. Sunn, col. 20th in£

No. 18.

American general order of the 29 <A of March.

Head-quarters, Champlain, 2gth March, 1814.

The army wiil enter Canada to-morrow to

meet the enemy, who has approached in force

to the vicinity of the national line of demar-

cation ; the arms and ammunition are there-

fore to bo critically examined, and the men

completed to 60 rounds. The commanding

ofiBcers of corps and companies will be held

responsible for the exact fulfilment of this es-

sential order. The troops to be completed to

four days' cooked provisions, exclusive of the

present ; and it is recommended to the gentle-

men in commission to make the same provision.

No baggage wilt bo taken forward, excepting

the bedding of the oflBcers. Let every officer,

and every man, take the resolution to return

victorious, or not at all : for, with double the

force of the enemy, this army must not give

ground.

Brigadier-general Macomb having joined

with his command, the formation of the troops

must necessarily be modified. They are there-

fore to b'^ formed into three brigades; the first,

under general Macomb, consisting of his pres-

ent command, with the addition of colonel M.

Smith's consolidated regiment; second and

third, under the command of brigadier-general

Smith and Bissell, consisting of the troops

already consigned to them. The order of

march and battle will be furnished the briga-

dier-generals, and commanding officers of reg-

iments, by the adjutant-general.

The transport permit will be immediately

returned for, and distributed by, regiments.

On the march, when approaching the ene-

my, or during an action, the men are to be

profoundly silent, and will resolutely execute

the commands they may receive from the oflB-

cers. In every movement which may be made,

the ranks are to be unbroken, and there must

be no running forward or shouting. An offi-

cer will be posted on the right ofeach platoon,

and a tried Serjeant will form a supernumer-

ary rank, and will instantly put to death any

man who goes back. This formation is to
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take place by regiments and brigades, in the

the course of the day, when the ofQcers are

to be posted.

Lot every man perfectly understand his

place ; and let all bear in mind what they owe

to their own honor and to a beloved country,

contending for its rights, and its very inde-

pendence as a nation.

The officers must be careful that the men
do not throw away their amunition : one de-

liberate shot being worth half a dozen hurried

ones ; and they are to give to the troops the

example of courage in every exigency which

may happen.

In battle there must be no contest for rank

or station, but every corps must march prompt-

ly and directly to the spot, which it may be

directed to occupy. The troops will be under

juins at reveillee to-morrow morning, and will

be ready to march at a moment's warning.

—

All orders from the a^'utant and inspector-

general's department ; from captain Rees, as-

sistant-deputy-quarter-master-gencral ; and

major Lush and captain Nourse, extra aides

de camp to general Wilkinson, will bo respec-

ted as coming from the commanding general

himself. Signed, by order,

W. CcMMiNGS, adj. gen.

We have on several occasions been remind-

ed of the old saying, monies parturiuut nas-

eitur ridiculus mm, when chronicling the

sayings {not doings,) of American comman-
ders, but in no instance have we found more

ridiculous results following inflated profes-

sions. The proclamation breathed the very

spirit of valou** and the orders to conquer or

to die were most explicit. A retreat was not

to be thought of, and in case any craven spirit

should exist amongst the four thousand, (save

one,) breasts animated with Wiikinsonian ar-

dour, (perhaps as James has it " as an addi-

tumal stimulus to glory ") a picked man was
chosen to whom instructions were given to

put to death "any man who goes back."

—

What could promise more fairly for the anni-

hilation of the twenty-three hundred British-

ers. One is almost forced to believe that this

proclamation had been drawn up under the

supervision of the Cabinet at Washington.

—

Let us examine, however, before following the

steps of the heroes who had just set out,

through snow and mud, on the fourth inva-

sion of Canada, how the case really stood.

—

For this purpose a passage from James will b«

sufficient :

—

" At St. John's, distant about fourteen miles

(Vom the Isle aux Noix, and twenty-one from

La Colle river were stationed under the com-

mand of lieutenant colonel Sir William Wil-

liams, of the 13th regiment, six batalion com*

panics of that regiment, and a battalion of Ca-

nadian militia; numbering altogether, about

seven hundred and fifty rank and file. At Isle

aux Noix, where lieutenant colonel Richard

Williams, of the Royal marines, commanded,

were stationed the chief part of a battalion of

that corps, and the two flank companies of

the 1 3th regiment ; in all about five hundred

and fifty rank and file. The garrison of La
Colle Mill, at which major Ilandcock, of th«

13th regiment, commanded, consisted of about

seventy of the marine corps, one corporal, and

three marine artillerymen, captain Blake's

company of the 13th regiment, and a small

detachment of frontier light infantry under

captain Ritter; the wholo not exceeding one

hundred and eighty rank and file. At Whit-

man's, on the left bank of the Richelieu, dis-

tanced about two miles from the Mill, and

communicating with Isle aux Noix, was the

remaining battalion company of the Canadian

fencibles, under captain Cartwright, and a

battalion company of Voltigours were stationed

at Burtonville, distant two miles up La Colle

river, and where there had been a bridge, by

which the direct road into the province pas-

sed."

On a review of these numbers it will be

found that there were not altogether more

than seventeen hundred and fifty regulars and

militia within a circle of twenty five miles in

diameter, yet general Wilkinson in the esti-

mate presented to the council numbers the

troops ai Isle aux Noix, and La Colle, alone,

at twenty five hundred and fifty, and desig-

nates them all as regular troops with the ex-

ception of two companies. Before entering

on the expedition we will give a description

of this famous post against which four thou-

sand valiant Americans were marching.

The Mill at La Colle was built of stone

with walls about eighteen inches thick, hav-

ing a wooden cr shingled roof, and consisting

of two stories. It was in size about thirty-

six feet by fifty, and situate on the south

bank of La Colle river; which was then fro
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Ben over nearly to its mouth, or Junction with

the Riohclieu, from which the Mill was about

three qunrtcrs of a mile distant. The Mill

had been placed in a state o( defence, by fil-

ling up the windows with logs, leaving hori-

zontal interstices to fire through. On the

north bank of the river, a little to the right of

the Mill, and with which it is communicated

by a wooden bridge, was a small house,

converted into a block house, by being sur<

rounded with a breast-work of logf>. * In the

rear of this temporary block house was a

large bnrn, to which nothing had been done,

and which was not oven musket proof. The

breadth of the cleared ground, to the south-

ward of ihe Mill, was about two hundred,

and that to the northward, about one hundred

yards, but in the flanks the woods were much
nearer. The reader has now before him the

position and strength of the Mill, the number

of troops available for its defence, and the

number of the assailants. These points then

haing been settled,we will accompany General

Wilkinson on that march which was to result

in victory or death.

The Americans commenced the expedition

by setting out in a wrong direction, and

instead of La Golle found themselves at Bur-

tonville, where they attacked and drove in a

small piquet. This mistake discovered, the

march was resumed but again in a wrong di-

rection. At last, however, they got on the

main road near Odelltown, about three miles

from La Colle. This road was found almost

impassable for the troops, in consequence of

th« trees on cither side having been felled,

and before the march could be pursued, the

axe-men were compelled to cut up and remove

the obstruction. While this operation was

going on, a piquet sent forward by Major

Handcock, opened a severe fire and killed

and wounded several men. At last, however,

the Mill was reached and by half-past one in

the afternoon the American commander had

invested the fortress with his nearly four

thousand men. As the General very natu

rally expected that the one hundred and

eighty men who composed the garrison, would

attempt to escape, six hundred, under Colonel

Mills, were sent across in rear of the Mille,

to cut off all chance of a retreat A heavy

fire was then opened from an 18-12 and

pounder battery, also from a 5^ inch howit-

zer. By this time the two flank companiei

of the 18th had arrived at the scene of action,

and a gallant charge was made by them on

the battery, but the overpowering fire kept

up compelled them to retreat and recross tht

river. A second charge was now made by

the Fcncibles and the Voltigours, with the

remnant of the two companies of the 18th.

This charge was so vigorous that the artille-

rymen were driven from their guns which

were only saved from capture by the heavy

fire of the infantry. The evidence as to the

gallantry of the British and Canadians i? for-

tunately to be found in the proccedingb at

General Wilkinson's court martial. Lieute-

nant-Colonel McPherson who commanded

the artillery, deposed on that occasion that,

" the ground was disputed inch by inch, in

our advance to the mill ; and the conduct of

the enemy, that day, was distinguished by

desperate bravery. As an instance one com-

pany made a charge on our artillery, and at

the same instant, received its fire, and that of

two brigades of infantry." Lii?utenant-Col.

Totten, of the Engineers, and Brigadier Gen-

eral Bissell might both be also cited as beat*-

ing the same testimony. Despite, however,

this gallantry, it became apparent to Mnjor

Handcock that farther attempts on the guns,

in the teeth of such overwhelming superiority

in numbers, would be but to sacrifice valU'

able lives, the men were accordingly with-

drawn to act on the defensive. Here we must

correct a statement made by General W'Ikin-

son, in his trial, viz., that he had to contend

against not only Captain Pring*s two sloops,

but also two gun-boats at the back of the

mill. We assert on the authority of James,

and Wilkinson's own memoirs, (vol. 8, p 285,)

that not one American oQcrr stated anything

of the kind, and that Colonel Totten swore

positively "that the fire from the gun-

boats was perfectly useless, fifty or a hundred

feet above their heads."

It was by this time about dusk, but although

the fire of the besieged had slackened for

want of powder, the enemy made no attempt

to carry the Mill by storm, but retired from

the field. Thus ended the fourth great inva-

sion of Canada.

It would almost seem impossible for any

historian, however unprincipled to represent

this afiair in any other light than as a check



of a large by a small body, but no !ng,

appearn, was too difficult for true patriots,

who desired to place their country in the moi»t

favorable light. Accordingly wo find Messrs.

Thompson, O'Connor and Smith explaining

away and smoothing the failure of the attack

until in their skilful hands, the nfTair almost

assumes the character of a victory. Mr.

O'Connor contends that the enemy must not

be permitted to claim a victory because cir-

cumstances ^^ concurred to render it nearly

mpomhle to drive Mm from hit cowardly

ttronghoW* Instead of one hundred and

eighty, Dr. Smith places two thousand Ave

hundred men within the Mill, although it is

difficult to imagine how so many men could

be packed in a building fifty by thirty-six feet

—[considering that there were two stories to

.the Mill, this would be somewhere about an

allowance of one and a half feet to each indi-

vidual.] As the account which has been

just given is necessarily imperfect, a despatch

from Colonel Williams to Sir George Provost,

is added, which will be found to be detailed

and perhaps more batisfactory.

From Lieutenant- Colonel William* to Sir G
Prevost.

La Colle, March 13, 1814.

Sib,—I beg leave to acquaint you, that I have

Just received from Major Handcock, of th^

IStb Regiment, commanding at the block-

house on La Colle river, a report, stating that

the out-posts on the road from Burtonville and

La Colle mill, leading from Odcll-town, were

attacked at an early hour yesterday morning

by the enemy in great force, collected from

Plattsburgh and Burlington, under the com-

mand of Major-General Wilkinson. The at-

tack on the Burtonville road was soon over
>

when the enemy shewed themselves on the

road from the mill that leads direct to Odell-

town, W' ere they drove in a piquet stationed

in advance of La Oolle, about a mile and a half

distant ; and soon after the enemy established

a battery of three guns (12-pounders) in the

wood. With this artillery they began to fire

on the mill, when Major Handcock, hearing of

the arrival of the flank companies of the 13th

Regiment at the block-house, ordered an at-

tack on the guns ; which, however, was not

successful, from the wood being so thick and

•0 filled with men. Soon af^er, another op-

portunity presented itself, when the Candiaa

Grenadier Company, and a company f th«

Voltigeurs, attempted the guns ; but thwerj

great superiority of the enemy's numhenhlii

in the woods, prevented their taking thoi.

I have to regret the loss of many brave nd
good soldiers in these two attacks, and ^m

particularly sorry to loose the service for a

short time, of Captain Ellard, of the ISlh R>-

giment, fVom being wounded while gdlantiv

leading his company. The enemy witidrevtf

their artillery towards night-fall, and ntirod,

towards morning, from the mill, takhg the

road to Odell-town.

Mnjor Handcock speaks in high terns of

obligation to Captain Ritter, of the Fontier

Light Infantry, who, from his knowleige of

the country, was of great benefit. The iiarine

detachment, under Lieutenants Caldwcl and

Barton, the Canadian Grenadier Conpany,

and the company of Voltigeurs, as well as all

the troops employed : the Major expcsses

himself '
~ high terms of praise for theii con-

duct, so honourable to the service.

Major Handcock feels exceedingly indibted

to Captain Pring, R.N., for his ready and

prompt assistance, in mooring up the soops

and gun-boats from Isle au Noix, to tb en-

tiance of the La Colle river, the fire from

which was so destructive. Lieutenants Cas-

wick and Hicks, of the royal navy, were nost

actively zealous in forwarding two guns rom
the boats, and getting them up to the mil.

To Major Handcock the greatest praie is

due, for his most gallant defence of the nill

against such superior numbers; and I earnestly

trust it will meet the approbation of his ex*

cellency the Commander-in-chiefof the Forces.

I have the honour to transmit a list of the

killed and wounded of the British : that of the

enemy, fVom all accounts I can collect from

the inhabitants, must have been far greater.

I bare the honor to be, &c.,

William Williams,

Lieut-Col. 13th Reg.,

commanding at St. John's.

Ust of killed, wounded, and missing, in action

at La Colle mill, on the 30th March, 1814.

11 rank and file, killed; 1 captain, 1 subal.

tern, 1 sergeant, 43 rank and file, wounded ;

4 rank and file missing.

Note—1 Indian warrior killed, 1 wounded.

I R. B. Handcock, Major.



S84 HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1813.

n

I

Aomparison between Ool. WillistnainodeHt

letti, and Mr. O'Connor's version of the same

affr will not bo uninteresting to i he reader :

<rhe issue of this expedition," says Mr.

0*'Onnor, *' was unfortunate, although in its

ppgress it did honor to t*>e Americans on-

gged. The enemy claimed a victory, and

p-etendcd to gather laurels, only because he

vas n*t vanquished. General Wilkinson, at

.he held of his division, marched from Cham-

plain vith the intention of reducing the ene-

my's lOKTKKss at the river La Colle.

" Aiuut eleven o'clock, ho fell in with the

enemy at Odclltown, three miles from La

Collc,and six"* from St. John's. An attack

was ctmmenced by the enemy on the advance

of thearmy under Colonel Clarke and Major

Forsyh. Col. Bisscll came up with spirit,

and tie enemy was forced to retire with loss.

Gcneol Wilkinson took part in this action,

and Iravoly advanced into the most dangerous

positkn, declining frequently the advice of hi;;

officers to retire from imminent danger. The
eneny having used his congrevo rockets with-

out [roducing any cfTuct, retired to La Coile,

whcK he was pursued. At this place an action

wasQcpectcd; but the enemy whose force,when
incrascd by a reinforcement from the Isle aux

Noii; amounted to at least twenty-five hun-

dred men, mostly regulars, declined meeting

the imerican force, although much ir\ferior

in mmbera and means of warfare.

"Several sorties were made by the enemy,

butthey were resisted with bravery and sue-

cesj. The conduct of every individual at-

tacked to the American command, was marked

by that patriotism nnd prowess, which has so

often conquered the boasted discipline, long

experience, and military tactics of an enemy
who dared not expose his " invinciblei'^ to

the disgrace of being defeated by a less numer-

ous force of Yankee woodsmen."!

This extract we would not venture to give

without naming also the very page from which

it was taken. Would any one, we ask, believe

it possible that this writer was describing the

repulse of four thousand Americans in an at-

tack on a mill, garrisoned by one hundred and

• We presume Mr. O'Connor means twenty-six

miles.

f These italics are Mr. O'Connor's.

X History of the War, page 219.

eighty British—with somewhoro about twelve

hundred regulars and militia stationed in the

vicinity. Even General Wilkinson was com>

polled to allow, on his trial, that the building

was defende I by « garrison of, not eightceo

hundred regulars and five hundred militia,

but of six hundred veteran troops.

Col. McPherson's testimony on the same

occasion showed that in his estimation, at all

events, the gallantry so much vaunted by Mr.

O'Connor was not displayed, and ho declared

"that the army should have attempted to force

a passage into the mill, and employed the

bayonet at every sacriflcc, or have renewed

the attack, with heavier ordnance, at daylight

the next morning."

How Messrs. O'Connor, Smith, and Thomp-

son could, with the proceedings of General

Wilkinson's trial open to the world, venturt

to put forth thuir statements would puzzle

any one unaccustomed to their through thick

and through thin style of laudation and

apology.

James is very severe upon the poor Gen-

eral for the note which ho put forward in

answer to Col. McPherson's assertion that

" the bayonet ought to have been employed."

To take such a post, wrote Wilkinson, with

small arms, has often been attempted, but

never succeeded, from the time of Xenophon
who failed in the attempt down to the present

day. Xenophon himself was baffled in an

attempt against a Castle in the plain of Cai>

cus, and also in his attack on the metropolis

of the Drylanes, and in times modern as well

as ancient, we have abundant examples of

the failure of military enterprises, by the most

distinguished chiefs."

Before giving James's comments on this

note we would suggest to General Wilkinson

and his three apologists that an attack on a

Stone Castle with narrow slits for the double

purpose of admitting light and discharging

arrows, cross-bolts, or javelins, and an attack

on a Mill, (where is not usually a lack of good

sized windows,) with musketry and a well

served battery of three heavy guns, are

not quite one and the same thing. As the

General has gone so far out of his way to

find an excuse, we also may be excused for

travelling back a few years, in order to confute

his assertions. In that veracious historical

v *i
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vy guns, are

work generally known as , we have

an instanro of a atone caHtIo hei. g carried by

t rabUu armed with bows, bill hooks, and

Mpears, aHfliittcd only by one Knight. Now if

Huch deeds of derring do could be effected by

the brave foresters of olden times, wo opine

that American woodsmen, especially when

aided by a General whom it was difficult to

keep out of danger, should have at least at-

tempted one onsla'ight. The whole passage,

however, is too ridiculous to laugh at, we will

therefore return to James, who, commenting

on the General's note in justification, observes

"General James Wilkinson, of the United

States Army, then has the efTrontcry to

compare his disgraceful discomfiture before a

jCanadian grist mill, with what occurred to

—

Lord Wellington at Burgos—Bonaparte at

St Jean D'Acre—and General Graham at

Burgos. James hero declares himself to be

ta sick of the Bobadll General, as he presumes

his readers to be.

We have dwelt sufficiently long on this

dubject, and will therefore but remark that

Wilkinson returned afler his repulse to his

old quarters, relieving the Canadians from

fear, not of his men as soldiers, but as ma- lembarked at Kingston, a body of one thou

would liave been saved in th(^cp'«-'«n*'" 'ol*

lowing, and all the attenda»c'<rcuniHtcnce8,

still so painful to refiect i-o". would have

been averted. Veritas in»'» 'otters speaks

still more plainly, * Capt " Pr'ng applied to

Sir George for troops-J UR«nl the applica-

tion was refused—bu«whcn Captain Tring

returned, and repor'd to Sir George what

might have been dor ^V n joint attack then,

he was offered assi'^nce, to which offer the

Captain replied, tVt it was then too late, as

the enemy had t*en alarm and prepared ac-

cordingly." Si^o'"'S°'" mistake in not des-

patching troop whether^asked for or not, on

this expediti(<» will be more clearly under-

stood when roach that part of our narra-

tive, rclatitf to the attack in which Captain

Downio let his life.

From 'lo River Richelieu we must trans-

port th reader to Ontario, and follow the

fortunfl of the expedition against Oswego, a

place next to Sackett's Harbour, of the most

importance to the enemy, and at which it was

suiposed that largo quantities of naval stores

hd been deposited. On the Srd of May the

feet under the command ot Sir James Yeo,

raudcrs and pillagers, quite as expert as thr

much abused sailors and soldiers of the Ch<-

wpeake squadron.

The next event which occurred was on« for

which Sir George Prevost has been se-erely

blamed. Commodore McDonough htd just

launched a ship and a brig, both destined for

service in Lako Champlain—and had also

collected a great store of provisions and mu-

nitions of war at Vergennes, Vtrmont. On

the 9th May Captain Pring judging that the

ice was sufficiently broken to allow his using

the flotilla under bis command, determined to

attack the place and destroy at once the ships

and stores. He, however, found the enemy

in too great force for him to effect any move-

ment, as he was without troops to attack the

enemy on shore, he was therefore compelled

to return to Isle Aux Noix.

James remarks on this affair :
" had a corps

of eight or nine hundred men been spared,

the hves of Downie and his brave comrades

*We contend that Ivanhoe is quite aa reliable

mthority aa either Smith, O'Connor, or Thomp-

sand and eighty men, all included, and on the

4th, General Drummond himself embarked.

At three o'clock in the afternoon of the 4th

the fleet had arrived sufficiently near Oswego

to open their fire, and preparations were at

the same time made for disembarking the

troops; this movement, however, was frus-

trated by a gale springing up which compelled

them to claw off a lee shore, and gain an

offing. The three despatches which follow,

will convey a very clear idea of the proceed-

ings which took place as soon the weather

moderated. The first is from General Drum-

mond.
H. M. S. Prince Regent

Oswego, May 7.

Sir—I am happy to have to announce to

your Excellency the complete succefas of the

expedition against Oswego. The troops men-

tioned in my despatch of the Srd instant ; viz,

six companies of De Wattevilles regiment,

under Lieutenant Colonel Fischer, the light

company of the Glengarry light infantry, un-

der Captain Mc Millan, and the whole of the

second battallion royal marines, under Lieu-

tenant Colonel Malcolm, having been embar-
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ked with a detiJjnient of the roj 'il artillery

under cnptain C„ttenden, with two field-

pieces, a detachn^it of the rocket company
under Lieiitenant Sjvens, and a detachment

of sappers and m,erg under Lieutenant

Qosset, of the royal c^ineers, on the evening

of the 3rd Instant, I piceeded on board the

Prince Regent at day-l-ht on the 4th, and

the squadron immediatty sailed; the winvi

being variable, we did noiarrjve off Oswego
until noon the following da, xhe ships lay

to, within long gun-shot ofth«jattery, and the

gun-boats under captain Coigr were sent

closo in, for the purpose of induing the ene-

my to shew Ms fire, and paiu-.ularly the

number and position of his guns. This ser-

vice was performed in the mosi gtiant man-

ner, the boats taking a position wivin point-

blank shot of the fort, which returna the fire

from four guns, one of them heav\ The
enemy did not appear to have rny guns noun-

ted on the town-side of the river.

Having suflBciently reconnoitred the pVce,

arrangements were made for its attack, whtjh

it was designed should take place at eight

clock that evening; but at sun-sei a very

heavy squall blowing directly on the shore,

obliged the squadron to get under weigh, and

prevented our return until nest morning

;

when the foUov.'ing disposition wasmadeof the

troops and squadron by conmicdore sir J. Yeo

and myself. The Princess Charlotte, Wolfe,*

and Royal George,! to engage the batteries, as

the depth of w iter would admit of their ap-

proaching the shore ; the Si- Sidney Smith|

schooner, to scour the town, and keep in

check a large body of militia, who might at-

tempt to pass over into the fort ; the Moira§

and Melvillel brigs, to tow the boats with the

troops, and then cover their landing, by scour-

ing the woods on the low point towards the

foot of the hill, by which it was intended to

advance to the assault of thf fort.

Captain O'Connor had the direction of the

boats and gun boats destined to land the

troops, which consisted of the flank companies

of De Wattevillc's regiment, the company of

the Glengarry light infantry, and the second

battalion of the royal marines, being all that

could be landed at one embarkation. The

<l|«ati«al fNiagan. t^Uagfiet- SCbsrwell.

four battalion companies of the Regiment, De

Wattevillc, and the detachment of artillery

remaining in reserve on board the Princess

Charlotte and Sir Sidney Smith Schooner.

As soon as every thing was ready, the ships

opened their fire, and the boats pushed for

the point of disembarkation, in the most regu-

lar order. The landing was effected under a

heavy fire from the fort, as well as from a

cons". '»rable body of the enemy, drawn up on

the brow of the hill and in the woods. The

immediate command of the troops was entrus-

ted to Lieutenant- Colonel Fischer, of the

regiment of De Watteville, of whose gallant,

cool, and judicious conduct, as well as of the

distinguished bravery, steadiness, and discip-

line of every oflacer and soldier composing this

small force, I was a witness, having, with

commodore sir James Yeo, the deputy-adju-

tant-general, and the officers of my staff,

landed with the troops.

I refer your excellency to Lieut-Col. Fis-

cher's letter enclosed, for an account of the

operations. Tae place was gained in ten

minutes from the moment the troops advan-

ced. The fort being every where almost open,

the whole of the garrison, consisting of the

bird battalion of ai tillcry, about 400 strong,

aid some hundred militia, effected their es-

cape, with the exception of about 60 men,

halt of them severely wounded.

I enclose a return of our loss, amongst

which I have to regret that of Captain Halta-

way, of the royal marines. Your excellency

will lamest to observe in the list the name of

that gallant, judicious, and excellent ofiScer,

captain Mu^«aster, of the royal navy, who

landed at the head of 200 volunteer seamen

from the fleet and received a severe and dan-

gerous wound, when within a few yards of

the guns, whicti he was advancing to storm,

which I fear will deprive the squadron of his

valuable assistance fbr some time at least.

In noticing the co-operation of the naval

branch of the service, [ have the highesl.

satisfaction in assuring year excellency, that

I have throagbout this, as well as on every

other occasion, experienced the most zealous,

cordial, and able support from sir James Yeo.

It wiii b? for him to do justice to the merits

of those under bis command; but I may

neverthdess b« permitted to observe, thai

nothing could exceed the coolnessand gallaiit>
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try in action, or the unwearied exertions on

shore, of tlie captains, officers, and crews of

the whole squadron.

I enclose a memorandum of the captured

•rticLs that have been brought, away, in

which your excellency will perceive "^ith

satisfaction seven heavy guns, that were in-

tenlcd for the enemy's new ship. Three 32

poundeis were sunk by the enemy in the

river, as well as a large quantity of cordage,

and other naval stores. The loss to them,

therefore, has been very great; and I am
sanguine in believing that by this blow, they

have been deprived of the means of comple-

ting the armament, and particularly the

equipment, of the large man of war, an object

of the greatest importance.

Every object of the expedition having been

eflfected, and the captured stores embarked,

the troops returned in the most perfect order

on board their respective ships, at four o'clock

this morning, when the squadron immediately

sailed; the barracks in the town, as well as

those in the fort, having been previously

burnt, together with the platforms, bridge, &c

and the works in every other respect l isman-

tied and destroyed, as far as practicable.

I cannot close this dispatch without offering

to your excellency's notice the admirable and

judicious manner in which lieutenant-colonel

Fischer formed the troops, and led them t > the

attack; the cool and gallant conduct of lieuten-

ant-colonel Malcolm, at the head of the second

battaWon royal marines ; the intrepidity of cap-

tain de Berzey, of the regiment de Watteville,

who commanded the advance ; the seal and

energy of lieutenant colonel Parson, inspec-

ting field offiicr, who v/ith mnjor Smelt, of the

103rd regiment, had ohtAined a passage on

board the squadron to Nir.gara, and volunteer-

ed their services on the occasion; the gallantry

of captain M'Millan, of the Glangarry light in-

fantry who covered the left flankof the troops in

advance ; and the act ivity andjudgmcnt of cap-

tun Gruttenden, royal artillery ; brevet-major

De Courten, of the regiment de Watteville

;

lieutenant Stevens, of the rocket company;

iieut. Gossct, royal engineers, each in their

respective situations.

Lieutenant-colonel Malcolm has reported in

high terms the conduct of lieutena'\t Lawrie,

]f the royal marines, who was at tho head of

the first men who entered the fort; t nd I bad

an opportunity of witnessing the bravery of

lieutenant Ikwett, of that corps, who climbed

the flag-staffand pulled down the American en-

sign which was nailed to it. To lieutenpnt-

colonel Harvey, deputy-adjutant-general, my
warmest approbation is lost justly due, for

his unremitting zeal and useful assistance.

The services of this intelligent and expe-

rienced officer have been so frequently brought

under your excellency's observation before

that it would be superlluous my making any
comment on the high estimation in which I

hold his valuable exertions.

Captain Jervois, my aide-camp, and lieuten-

ant-colonel Hagerman, my provincial aide de
camp, the only officers of my personal staff

who accompanied me, rendered me every as*

sistanca

Captain Jervois, who will deliver to your
excellency, with this despatch, the American

flag taken at Oswego, is fully able tc afford

every further information you may require

;

and I avail myself of the present opportunity

strongly to recommend this officer to the,

favorable consideration of hi^ royal highneaSi

the commander in chici

I have the honor to be, &c.,

Gordon Dkchuond,

Col Fischar's letter to Colonel Ilaivey, and

that from Sir James Yeo to McCroker, being

more explanatory, will furnish still more con-

clusive evidence, as to the importance of this

afifair.

Fr<ym lieutenant-colonel IHscTier to lieutman^f^

colonel Harvey.

Hi M. S, Prince Regent, off Oswego,

Sir, Lake Ontario, May 7.

It is with heartfelt satisfaction that I have

the honor to report to you, for the information

of lieutenbnt-general Drummond, command-

ing, that the troops placed under mj' orders

for the purpose of storming the fort at

Oswego, have completely succeeded in this

service.

It will be superfluous for me to enter into

any details of the opeiations, as the lieuten-

ant-general has personally witnessed the con-

duct of the whole parly; and the grateful

task only remains to point out for his appro-

bation, the distinguished bravery and disci^

line of the troops.

'ihe second battalion of royal marinta
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formed their column in thn most regular

manner, and, by their steady and rapid ad-

vance, carried the fort in a very short time.

In fact, nothing could surpass the gallantry of

that battalion, commanded by lieutenant-colo-

nel Malcolm ; to whose cool and deliberate

conduct our success is greatly to be attri-

buted.

The lieutenant-colonel reported to me, in

high terms, the conduct of lieutenant James

Laurie, who was at the head of the flrst men
who entered the fort. The two flank compa

nies of De Watteville's, inder captain De

Berzey, behaved with spirit, though labouring

mth more difficulties during their formation,

on account of the badness of the landing

place, and the more direct opposition of the

enemy. The company of Qlengarry light

infantry, under captain M'Millan, behaved in

an equally distinguished manner, by clearing

the wood, and driving the enemy into the fort.

I beg leave to make my personal acknowledge-

ments to staff-adjutant Greig, and lieutenant

and adjutant Mermet, of De Watteville's, for

the zeal and attention to me during the day's

service. No? can I forbear to mention the

regular behavior of the whole of the troops

His majesty's brig Magnet, (late Sir Sidney Smith,
Oflf Oswego, U. S. May 7.

Return of ordnance and ordnarice-stores, taken
and destroyed at Oswego, Lake- Ontario, the 6th
May, 1814, by his majesty'a troops under the

eommand of lieut. gent. Drummond.

Taken

;

—3 32-pouDder iron guns, 4 24-pounder
:ron guns, 1 12-pounder iron gun, 1 6-pounder
iron gun.—Total 9.

Destroyed;—1 heavy 12 pounder, 1 heavy 6-

pounder.—Total 2.

Shot;—81 42-pounder, round; 32 '?2-pounder,

round; 36 42pouader, canister; 42 32-poun-

der, caniater ; 30 24-pounder, canister ; 12 42-

during their stay on shore, and the most peN
feet order in which the r.>embarkation of the

troops has been executed, and every service

performed.

I enclose herewith the return of killed and

wounded, as sent to me by the different

corps.

I have the honor to be, J:c.,

v. FiscnER,

Lieut-col. De Watteville's regiment

Lieut.-col. Harvey,

Deputy-a^utant-general.

Return of killed and wounded of the troops in

action with the enemy at Oswego, on the

10th of May, 1814.

Total—1 captain, 2 sergeants, 1 drummer,

15 rank and flle, killed ; 1 captain, 1 subal<

tern, 2 sergeants, 68 rank and file, wounded.

J. Habvbt,

Lieut-col. dep.-adj.-gen.

Return of the killed and wcjnded of the roy-

al navy at Oswego, May 6.

3 seamen, killed ; 2 captains, 1 lieutenant,

1 master, 7 seamen, wounded.

Total—3 killed ; 11 wounded.

J. Lawrie, see.

pounder, grape ; 48 32-paunder, grape ; 18 24-
poundcr, grape.

Eight barrels of gunpowd( r, and all the shot of

small calibre in the fort, and stores, thrown into

the river.

Edward CatTTKiiDEK, captain,

commanding royal urtillery.

E. Baynes, a^.-ger ^ral.

Memorandum of provisions stores, oapiured.
One thousand and forty-five barrels oi flour,

pork, potatoes, salt^ tallow, &c. &c. 70 coils of

rope and cordage ; tar, bloeks, (li\rge and small,)

2 Email schooners, with several boats, and other
smaller craft.

NoAB ?fttr-\ti, mil. See.
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It will be as well, before giving Sir James

Yeo's official account, 'to

^^Zt^Z:^ make a few observations

on the American version

of the descent on Ouwcgo, It is worthy of re-

mark, that Gen. Drummond distinctly states,

that the vessels anchored \t long gun shot of

the batteries, and that the rcconnoisanco of

the morning was only intended as a feint to

enable him to discover where the enemies'

batteries were, and what was their force ;

this c'Jected, Sir James Yeo would then be

enabled, on the witlidrawal of his gun-boats,

to place his vessels in the most commanding

situations. This retirement of the gun

boats, however, appears to have afforded

General Armstrong and others an opportu

iiity of palliating the defeat, by claiming a

sort of victory on the first day. The General

says, " The larger vessels took a position for

battering the fort, and soon after, opcund

upon it a heavy fire ; while fifteen boats,

crowded with iuj'antry, moved slowly to the

shore. When arrived within the range of

Mitchell's* shot, a fire upon them was com

mcnced, which in a few minutes compelled

them to withdraw. A second attempt, made

in the same way, w'as not more successful

;

when ships, boats, nnd troops retired en

jnasse, nnd stood out of the harbour."

* The Commanilor at Oswego.

19

It will be seen by this extract, that the

ships were not within reach of the American

^uns, why then did General Armstrong

omit to mention the cause which compelled

the British vessels to withdraw ? and why

does he contradict himself by leaving it to

be inferred, that the Avithdrawal was occa-

sioned by the fire, and should therefore bo

considered in the light of a repulse.

Again, too, the Gene -al states that, on the

occasion of the second landing, " every foot

of ground was well contested with the head

of the British column, for half an hour, after

which no farther annoyance was given to the

retreat, Avhicli was effected with coolness and

courage."

We do not exactly understand how the

General could have been so rash as to claim

for the defendants at Oswego either coolness

or courage, when one of the American

officers, who was in the action, in a letter

dated "Oswego Falls," writes thus:—"The

militia thought best to leave us, I do not

think theij fired a jun." Jamos mentions

this same letter, whiclx he speaks of as

liaving been jmblished in the newspapers of

the day.

Another circumstance, which occurred

that same afternoon, afforded also great cause



-^'>l
200 HISTORY 0^ THE WAR OF 1812.

D
{):'

' i '

w .» \

m

Botrcat of the flfot.

for self laudation on the part of the Ameri-

cans. The British fleet found it ncce.ssary,

in consequeneo of a heavy gale from tlie

north-west, to claw oif a lee shore, without

delaying to hoist up all their ho.ats, some of;

•which Avere cut loose, and drifted on shore. I

Thir< was done to prevent getting embayed
;

j

arid to every one, who may remember the

situation of Oswego, the necessity of this

will be apparent, especially when it is far-

ther borne in mind, that a lee shore, on

these lakes, even in a moderate gale, is so

much dreaded, that, even at the present day,

despite the superior build of vessels, and

increased skill in seamanship, vessels arc

sometimes compelled to leave their anchor-

age twice or three times, and that it often

takes a fortnight, or perhaps longer, to take

in a load which a couple of days in fair

weatherwould be sufficient for. The American

writers represent these

boats as prizo-^. Smith,

O'Connor, and Thompson, all mention the

retreat of the British fleet, but not one of

them ha.d the honesty to state the cause.

Another point to be commented on is the

discrepancy as to numbers. General Brown

declares, that over three thousand were

lauded ; Mr. O'Connor reduces this number

to two thousand ; Smith states the numbers

at between two and three thousand. Mr.

Thompson only mentions seventeen hun-

dred; and the American officer, whom we

have already mentioned, estimates the num-

ber at twelve hundred. Armstrong eschews

numbers, and merely mentions fifteen boats

crowded with men.

These same writers have been quite as de-

termined to reduce their own, as to swell the

numl'Crs of their opponents ; and appear

accordingly, one and all, to have carefully

omitted in their list of combatants the

militia, and to havo confined their state-

ment as to numbers to that of the regulars

alone. AVc accordingly find that three hun-

dred men, and no more, formed the heroic

band who, for half an hour, resisted, accord-

ing to General Brown, the onslaught ofmore

than three thousand men. The same policy

was observed with regard to the captured

articles, and the government organs were

most assid;.ous in their attempts to repre-

sent the amount of loss " as most triflin".''

This proceeding aff"ordeil an opportunity tu

the opposition or federal pajiers of the duy

to tax government with wilfully decelviiiir

the people. We have already shown what

really wa-s captured, and will now give in

contrast the American accounts.

Mr. Thompson says :
—

" The enemy took

possession of the fort and barracks, but for

the little booty which he obtained, consist-

ing of a few baiTels of provisions and whis-

key, he paid much more than an equivalent."

Smith declares that we captured " nothing

but a naked fort." O'Connor admits eight

pieces of cannon, and stores worth one hun-

dred dollars.

The returns made by the British are borne

out by an American Avriter from Onondago,

who estimates the amount at over fuity

thousand dollars.

The last point worthy of note is that,

although the British troops remained fur

nearly 2 i hours in the place, we do not find

any complaint against them on the part of

a single American writer. This was highly

creditable to the troops, marines and seamen,

and affords a very marked contrast to the

))elmviour of some Americans in an affair at

Long Point, which Ave shall shortly have to

relate. We Avill now give Sir James Yeu's

version of the affair, and in our notes will

be found* the general order issued by the

American commander. General Brown.

• jlmcrkan Genend Order.

Hcui! quaiters, Puckcll's HarLir.

Ulay 12, 1814.

Major General Brown has the salisiaction to

announce to the forces under his command, that

the detachments stationed at ('sAveffo, under ths

immediate orders ol' lieutenant-colonel Mitchell, dI

the tliiid ai-tillery, by their gallant and hi;j;lily

milhary conduct, in sustainini; the liie ol' tlie

vvliolc British fleet of this lake for neaily two I

days, and contending with the vastly superior

numbers of the enemy on the land, as long as the

IntMfsts of the country, or the honour of their pro-

fession re((uired ; and then, effecting their retreat I

in good order, in the face of this superior force of

the enterprising and accomplished foe, to the depot I

of naval stores, which it became their duty to I

defend, have estahlislicd for themselves a name iiil

arms, Avortliy of the gallant nation in whose cau>e|

ihey tight, and highly honourable to the army.
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From Sir James L. Yoe to Mr. Croker.

Sir,_My letter of the 15th of April last

will have informeil their lordships, tlutt his

Majesty's ships, Prince Regent and Princess

Charlotte, wore launched on the preeeeding

day! 1 now have the satisfaction to acquaint

you, for their Lordship's information, that

the squadron, by the unremitting exertions

of the officers and men under my command,

were ready on the 3rd instant, when it was

determined by lieutenant-general Drum-

iiiond and myself, that an immediate attack

should be made on the forts and town oi"

Oswego : which, in point of position, is the

most formidable I have seen in Upper Cana-

da; and where the enemy had, liy river

navigation, collected from the interior seve-

ral heavy guns, and naval stores for the

ships, and largo depiAs of provisions for their

army.

At noon, on the 5th, we got off the port,

and were on the point of landing, when a

heavy gale from the X. W. oldigcd me to

gain an offing. On the morning of the Gth,

everything being ready, 1-10 troops, 200 sea-

men armed with pikes, under Captain Mul-

caster, nnd 400 marines were put into the

boats. The Montreal and Niagara took their

stations abreast, and within a quarter of ii

mile, of the fort ; the Magnet opposite the

town, and the Star and Charwell to cover

the landing, which was effected under a most

heavy fire of round, grape, and musketry,

kept up with great spirit. Our men having

to ascend a very steep and long hill, were

consequently exposed to a desti'uctive fire.

Their gallantry overcoming every difficulty,

they soon gained the summit of the hill

;

and, throwing themselves into the fosse,

mounted the ramparts on all sides, vicing

with each other Avho should be foremost.

!

LieutenaTit Laurie, my secretary, was the'

first who gained the ramparts ; and lieute-

nant Hewitt climbed the flag-staff under a

heavy fire, and in the most gallant stylo

struck the American colours, which had

Lieutfiiiant-Colonol IMhchell had. in all, less than

300 nivMi; and the l'oj?e of the enemy, by hmdaiul
water, exceeded 3000.

R. JONES, assistant-ailjt.-gen.

been nailed to the mast. Jly gallant and

much esteemed friend, captain Mulcastor,

led the seamen to the assault with his ac-

customed bravery ; but I lament to say, ho

received a dangerous wound in the act of

entering the fort, which I apprehend will,

for a considerable time, deprive me of his

valuable services. !Mr. Scott, my first lieu-

tenant, who was next in command, nf>bly

led them on; and soon gained the ramparts.

Captain O'Connor, of the Prince Regent, to

whom I entrusted the landing of the troops,

displayed great ability and cool judgment

;

the boats being under a heavy fire from all

points.

Captain Pophani, of the Montreal, an-

chored his ship in a most gallant style, sus-

taining the whole fire until we gained the

shore. She was set on fire three times by

red-hot shot, and much cut up in her hull,

masts, and rigging: Captain Popham re-

ceived a severe wound in his right hand, nnd

speaks in high terms of Mr. Richardson, the

master, who, from a severe wound in the left

arm, was obliged to undergo amputation at

the shoulder joint.

Captain Spilsbury, of the Niagara ; Cap-

tain Dobbs, of the Charwell ; Captain An-
thony of the Star: nnd Captain Collier of the

Magnet, behaved much to my satisfaction.

The second battalion of royal marines excited

the admiration of all ; tliey were led by the

gallant Col. jMalcolm, and suffered severely.

Captain IloUoway, doing duty in the Prin-

cess Charlotte, gallantly fell at the head of

his company. Having landed with the sea-

men and marines, I had great pleasure iu

witnessing not only the zeal and prompt at-

tention < f the oflicers to my orders, but also

the intrepid bravery of the men, whose good

and temperate conduct, under circumstances

of great temptation, (being a whole night in

the town, employed loading the captured

vessels with ordnance, naval stores, and
provisions) most justly claim my high appro-

bation and acknowledgment. And I hero

beg leave to recommend to their lordships'

notice the service of my first lieutenant, Mr.

Scott ; and of my aid-de-camp, acting lieu-

tenant Yoe, to whom I beg leave to refer

their lordships for information ; nor should



'M

; ;



HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812. 203

to drive back the enemy from a situation

conimanJinn; the passage of the boats. Tiiis

attempt was gallantly made, but numbers

prcvailoil, and the result of the affair was

the destruction or capture of the -whole

party. As a proof, however, of the rcKist-

anee, it will suflico to state that the killed

and wounded amounted to more than one-

third of the party. That the Americans

must have hud Indians as their allies, is

evident from the conclusion of Captain Pop-

ham's official despatch:—"The exertions of

the American offi/crs of the rifle corps, com-

manded by Slajor Appling, in saving the

lives of many of the officers and men, vrhom

their own men and the Indians were decotimj

io death, were conspicuous, and claim our

warmest gratitude."

Armstrong begins his statement of the

affair by styling it an "achievement" accom-

plished by Major Appling and one hundred

aud thirty-two men, omitting all mention of

clthermilitiaor Indians, andhcdeclarcathat

the whole British party fell into the hands

of the Americans without the loss of a single

man of their party. The probability of this

the reader can judge of, when it is borne in

mind that a hand-to-hand conflict occurred

on both banks of the river, and that the

British were only overpowered by numbers.

The same disregard of truth, however, which

caused Armstrong to suppress all mention

of the militia and infantry, would doubtless

prompt him to conceal the American loss,

whatever it might have been.

An occurrence on the shores of Lake Erie,

to which we have already alluded, does not

reflect quite so much credit on the national

character as did Major Appling's and his

IJrilish had induced the American connnan-

der to concentrate about Buffalo and Erie

(where the licet lay) a large body of troops.

One of the American officers, a Colonel

Campliell, judging, doubtless, that it was a

pity so many men s-hould remain inactive,

saw, in the occupation of Dover, an opportu-

nity of distinguishing himself ami benefiting

his country. Taking, then, full live hundred

United States infantry, ho crossed over from

Erie on the 13th Jlny, and, the British troops

retiring before him, destroyed the mills, dis-

tilleries, and houses in the village. Mr.

Thornton sa3-s: "A squadron of British

dragoons stationed at the place i!ed at th •

approach of Colonel Campbell's dclacJmcnt

,

and abandoned the women and childre i,

who experienced humane treatment uoni

the Americans."

If the burning of stores, barns, and dwell-

ing houses of peaccaljle and unrcsiisting inha-

bitants bo included in Mr. Thornton's cate-

gory of humane treatment, we should like to

be enlightened as to what would be considered

harsh treatment. As a proof, however, that

even the Americans were ashamed of the

transaction, v>'e have only to mention that a

court o" inquir}', of which General Scott was
presideat, was instituted to take the facts

into consideration, and t!iat their decision

was, " that in Inirning the houses of the

inhabitants, Colonel Campbell had greatly

erred ; but this en ^r they imputed to the

recollection of the scenes of the Raisin and

the Miami, in the AVestern territories, to the

army of which Colonel Campbell was at that

time attached, and to the recent devastation

of the Niagara frontier."

The court appears to have had most con-

officers' conduct. Early in March, General
|

lenient memories, or they could scarcely

have forgotten that an act very similar to

the present had alone caused the destruction

along the banks of the Niagara. AVe learn

from the transaction, that the American

military tribunals of that day looked upon

pillage and destruction of private property,

only a " a trifling error." We will have

occasion to notice in what light the destruc-

tion of the public buildings at Washington

was regarded, and whether the course of tho

British Generals is so lightly considered.

Drunnnond had quartered at the inconsider-

able village ofDover a small body ofdragoons.

This was done by way of establishing an out-

post, so that the Americans might not be

enabled, having the command of the Lalco,

to land, without opposition or notice, troops,

at a post so close to Burlington heights, the

grand centre of the British position, aud tho

depot for tho troops on the Niagara line.

Fear of another attack on the part of the
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Kixrly in April nn cx|itMlition was orgnnizod,

, , ^ Imviiii' for its (iliioct an
i.xp<'ilUli>iiK n^'ainsr. ^

J!,ir)illliii;i(kliia<; and nttlick (ill a ncW pOHt Cstll-

l)lisli(<il nt JMati'liiuliisli,

ami tlio rocnptiivc ol' Mieliilimackinac:. Tiie

expedition, liowcver, in consequence, Rayn

Arnistron;^,* of a iliscvcpancy in tlio Cabinet

ui '\VasliiM;:;t<in, was not despatclied until lh(>

;'.rd of July, at wliit-h time a detaolinicnt ot

regular troops and militia, under the com-

mand of Colonel Crogan, was embarked on

board of tlie fleet, vliich sailed soon after

from Detroit for Matcliadash.

The idea of attackinij; Matehadash was

very soon abandoned, inconsequence of sun-

dry impediments, writes Armstrong, " aris-

ing from shoals, rocks, dangerous islands,

perpetual fogs, ami bad pilotage," and the

safer and easier plan of an attack on the

Xorth-West Company's settlement at St.

Mary's substituted. This part of the expe-

dition was entrusted to Captain Holmes of

the United States Army, and Lieutenant

Turner of the United States Xavy, and very

elTectually the work entrusted to them was

executed, as every house at the post was dc-

Btroyed, no public buildings of any dcscrip-

* Letter from the Secretnnj of War to the

President.—Jlpril '3lst, 1814,

Sir: So loiii; as we liiiil reason to believe that

the enemy inicndod and wiis in comlition to re-

establLsh liimselt'on the Thames, and open anew
his intercourse with the liuUan tribes of the west,

it was, no doubt, proper to give to our naval means
a direction whirh would best obstruct or defeat

such movement or designs. An order has been

accordingly given by tlie navy department, to em-
ploy the llotilla, in scourin;; the shores of the mom
western lakes, in destroying the enemy's trading

establishment at Si. Joseph's, and in recapturinj;

Fort Micliihinackiuac. As, however, oar last ad-

vices show, that the enemy has noeiiicient force

westward of Burlington b.vy, and that he has

suifered the season of easy and rapid transport-

ation to escape him, it is evident that he means to

strengthen himself on the peninsula, and make
Fort Erie, which he is now repairing. Ilie western

extremity of his hne of operation. Under this

new stale of thinsis, it is respectfully submitted,

whellier another ani^ belter use cannot be made ol

our llotilla {

In explaining myself, it is necessary to premise

that, the garrisons of Detroit and Maiden included,

it will he practicable to assemble on the shores and

navigable waters of Lake Erie, iive thousand

rcicular troops, and three thousand volunteers anil

militia, and that measm-es have been taken to pro-

duce tlus elFect on or before the lOlh day of June

tion being thoro to warrant this atroiious

outrage. The horses and cattle were killed,

and even the provisions and garden stuff,

whieii could not be removed, were destroyed,

with u view of thorougldy ruining the post.

IMcssrs Thomson nnd Smith arc particu-

larly reserved as to the conduct of their

c(uintrymon at St. JIary's, but Mr. O'Connor

boldly declares that " the property destroyed

was, according to the maritime laAV of na-

tions, as recognized in the English courts,

good prize, asAvellas because the Company's

agent, Johnson, adi-d the iiijamous part nf a
Inii/or, having been a citizen nnd magistrate

of the Michigan territory, before the war,

,ind at its commencement, and now discharg-

ing the functions of magistrate under the

British Government."

This position of Mr. O'Connor's, that mer-

rJiaiulise on shore as tcdl an ajloat is i/ood

prize, must not lie h)st sight of, as tire same

writer will be found laying down a very dif-

ferent interpretation of what constitutes

" good prize," when the proceedings of the

British in the Chesapeake arc under hi^

consideration.

next. Without, however, the aid of naval means,
this force will be comjjaratively inoperative, and

necessarily disjiersed, but with such aid, compe-
tent to great objects.

Lake Erie on which our dominion is undisputed,

funiishes a way v. Mculy less convenient lor ap-

proaching the ! ,i.'t of Upper Canada than Lake
Ontario. Eight, urcven six thousand men landed

in tlie bay between Point Abino and Fort Erie,

and opcratinsr either on the line of the Niagara, or

mia'e directly [if a more direct route is found],

against the British post at the head of Builiuijton

bay, cannot bo resisted with effect, withoat com-
pelling the enemy so to -weaken his more eiisteni

posts, as to bring them within reac'.i of our means
at Sackett's Harbour and Plattsbargh.

In choosinji between this object and that to

Avliich the flotilla is now destined, there eaiaiot, I

think, be much, if any, hesitation. Our atlaik,

carried to Burlington and York, interposes a barrier,

which completely protects JSIaldon and Detroit

—

makes doubt t id and hazardous the enemy's inter-

course with the western Indians, reduces Mackinac
to a )X)ssession perfectly useless, renders probable

the abandonment of Fort Niagara, and takes from

the enemy half his motive for continuing the naval

conflict on Lake Ontario. On the other hand,

take Mackinac, and Avhat is gained, but Mackinac
itself.

I have the honour to be, &c.,

(Signed,) JOHN ARMSTRONG.
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lRMSTRONG.

Wliat, too, could the American Govcvii-

nieiit have tliou^^ht of the mimMtrouH position

hiiil clown, that a man, who deserteil, " played

the infamous part of a traitor." What n

bitter Hatiro is this of Jlr. O'Connor's on the

whole Aineriean Ooveriuneut? and even

more particularly direct docs hia shaft fly

against the commanders of the vessels who

had captured, either in merchantmen or

vessels of war, British suhjects, and who had

employed every means short of death to force

them to abandon their national flag.

It must not be forgotten that there was

not ainilitary or naval man of any descrip-

tion at St. Mary's, to warriint this conduct

on the part of the Americans ; and there is

very little room for doubt Inil that the course

adopted was in revenge for the failure of the

principal object of the expedition, which was

to get hold of the North-AVest furs, which

scheme was, however, happily frustrated.

" This service," says Armstrong, ' being

soon and successfully performed, the fleet

sailed for Michilimacinae, and, on the 2Gth,

anchored off that island."

The laboured attempt of Armstrong to in-

vest this post with all the defences that

citadels like Quebec possess, is so ludicrous,

that we .are tempted to transcribe the whole

passage :

—

" After a short reconnoissanco, and a few

experiments, three discoveries, altogether

unlooked for, were made

—

1st, That, from the groat elevation of the

fort, its walls could not bo battered by the

guns of the shipping.

2d, That, from the steepness of the ascent,

any attempt to carry the fort by storm would

probably fail.

3d. That should this mode of attack suc-

ceed, it would be useless, inasmuch as every

foot of its interior was commanded by guns

placed ou higher ground.

These facts, leaving no hope of success but

from an attack of the upper battery, the

troops were landed on the 4th August, and
conducted to the verge of an old field ; indi-

cated by the inhabitants as the position

which would best fulfil the intention of the

movement, when, to Croghan's surprise, he

found himself anticipated by the enemy

;

and in a few minutes, assailed in front from

a redoubt mounting four pieces of artillery,

and in flank, by one or more Indian attacks

made from the surrounding woods. Succeed-

ing, at last, in repulsing these, and in driving

the enemy from the cleared ground, it was

soon discovered that the position was not

such as was at all proper for a camp ofeither

siege or investment, being of narrow surface,

skirted in the Avhole circumference by woods,

intersected by deep ravines, ond furnishing

only a difficult and perilous connnnnication

with the fleet. Croghan, at once and wisely,

withdrew to the Lake shore and re-embarked

")e troops. Our luss on the occasion was

not great, numerically considered; but be-

came deeply interesting by the fate of C'apt.

Holmes, a young man of high promise, uni-

versally respected and regretted."

All this reads well, and doubtless pro-

duced the desired clTect ; but what were the

real facts? That the Americans made a

feint of landing in one quarter, in which di-

rection the British troops hastened, the real

landing having been efl'ected elsewhere almost

without opposition. A short time, however,

after the landing, the Americans were at-

tacked by a body of Indians, and compelled

to retreat, the British troops having no sliuro

in the action, the whole credit of which bo-

longs to the Indians. Had the garrison been

present to co-operate, there is no doubt but

that the whole party would have been cap-

tured or killed. The savage and ruthless

Holmes, the author of all the ravages at St.

Mary's, mot a well-deserved fate, being shot

during the skirmish.

Armstrong and others have done their ut-

most to gloss over t 's repulse, by repr':'scnt-

ing Michilimacinae as an isolated post, hav-

ing no influence, direct or indirect, on the

war. This sort of argument is very conveni-

ent ajter defeat, but the question naturally

arises, why did the American Government

desp.atch one thousand troops (for such was

the number, and not five hundred, as repre-

sented by Armstrong and others,) against so

unimportant a post?

In Lieutenant-Col. Macdonald's despatch

to Sir George Prevost, it will be found that
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total defeat, and a pciioral massacre niuct

linvo ciisupd," Tli'iH wuH eonductiMl in a

masterly niiinner by Cid. Cm^^han, who luid

lost tliat vabinhle and ever io be lamcnti'd

officer, Major llidnios, who, with Capt. Van

Horn, wan killed by the Indians."

It is worthy of remark that to tho Indians

is iiero given tho credit of this repulse, and

had this really not been tho ease, thero is no

doubt but that Mr. Thomson would };hidly

have swelled tho roll of difHculties whicli tlio

Americans had to contend against. As it is,

Mr. Tliomson declares "that tho Indians

alone exceeded the strength of Col. Croghan's

detachment, and that this intrepid young

officer was compelled to withdraw his forces

after having sustained a loss of sixty-six

killed and wounded."

. Thoro wore but fifty Indi.ms i n the island

at tho time of tho attack, so that Mr. Thom-

son's " iatrqikl ijounj ojker," ho hero of

Sandusky, did not cover himself ,vith laurels

on tho occasion.

Shortly after tho arrival of Col. McDouall

at Micliilimaciuac, he

of the "Western Indians,

that he felt warranted in despatching a party

to attack tho lato Indian post of Prairie du

Chion, some ft)ur hundred and fifty miles

from Michilimaoinac, on tho Mississippi,

which had been lately taken possession of l)y

Qcn. Clark. A St. Louis paper states that

" every attention was directed to tho erection

of a temporai'y place calculated for defence,

that a new fort was progressing, and that

the defence was entrusted to one hundred

and thirty-four dauntless young fellows from

the country." Besides these dauntless young

fellows, wo know that sixty rank and tile of

the 7th regiment were present. All this

preparation shows the importance attached

to tlie post, and makes it tho more strange

that no American author should have alluded

to tho expedition despatched against it.

The object in making this attack was to

remove the possibility of an unexpected

attack on Michilimaoinac from tho rear.

Col. McKay's dispatch to Col. McDouall will

bo found sufficiently explanatory without

further comment from us.

From Lieutunitiil-Cohitrl M'Kiiy Id LUutcmnl'

Colonel ItrDouall

ViMric da Chin), fhrl M'Kuij.

Sill, July li7, 1«U.

I have tho honour to connnunicale to you,

that I arrived here on tho 17th instant at 12

o'clock; my force amounting to T).")!) men:

of which, 1")U were Michigan i'encibles,

Canadian v(dunteers, and uflicers of tho In-

dian department, tho remainder Indians.

1 found that tiio enemy iiail a small fort,

situated on a height, immeiliately btdiind

tiio village, with two blockliouses, perfectly

safe from Indians, and tiiat they had pieces

of cannon, and GO or 70 cti'eetive men,

olficers included. That, lying at anchor in

tho middle of the Mississippi, directly in

front of tho fort, thero was a very large gun-

boat, calletl Governor Clark, gun-boat No. 1,

mounting 14 pieces of cannon, some and 3

pounders, and a number of cohorns, nmnned

with 70 or HO men with muskets, and

measuring 70 feet keel. This floating

blockhouse is so constructed, that she can

bo rowed in any direction, the men on board

being perfectly safe from small arms, whilo

they can use their own to the greatest ad-

vantage.

At half-past 12 o'clock, I sent captain

Anderson with a flag of truce, to invite them

to surrender, which they refused. My in-

tention was not to have made an attack till

next morning at day-light ; but, it being

impossible to control the Indians, I ordered

our gun to play upon tho gun-ljoat, which

she did with a surprizing good efl'ect ; for,

in course of three hours, the tiaie the action

lasted, she fired 80 rounds, tvo-thirds of

which went into the Governor Clark. They
kept ui» a constant fire upon us, both from

the boat and fort. Wo were an hour be-

tween two fires, having run our gun up

within musket-shot of the fort, from whence

wo beat the boat out of her station. She

qut her cable and ran down the current,

and was sheltered under tho island. AVo

were obliged to desist, it being impossible,

with our little barges, to attempt to board

her, and our only gun in pursuit of her would

have exposed our Avhole camp to tho enemy

;

she therefore made her escape.

r.
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On tlio I'Jth, tindiii;^ thoro woru unly six ond of tliu village, with his (-(iiiiiuiiiv,

ro.inils (>r nimul .xlint iciiiiiiuiii;;. iiuludiii^lllinniuli tlio liciit of (lio flro to roi-clso

tlirci' 1(1" tiici I'lUMiiv's wo liiul pickcci up, tiic onlcrs ; uiul liol'urn iiiul Hiiuc, in lioin;; in-

day WHS oinjilnyi'il in iniikiii;; lead lailli'l» Htrumontiil in pn'scrvin;; llio (citizens rnau

lor till) nun, and tiirmvin^ \}\) two Ijrcast- ln-ln;; i(uito ruiiuMl by j)illa>;iiin Indians
;

viirkn : own witiiin 7('<» yards, and tlio and tlio lattor, for his jinwcarii-il atti'uili.n

<ithor widiin Llll yards of tho fort. At six in kcopin^ ovi-rytjiinj; in order dnrin^^ tiio

iu tho evening, every thin;; lieiii!; prejiarcd,

I niareiiiMl to the Hrst lireast-work, from

wIk'hco I intended throwing in the reinain-

\\\ii six rountls. At tho moment, the first

hall was ahout hein;; put into the eannon, a

vhite i\:\>^ was put out at tiio fort, and im-

mediately an otlieer eamo down with a note

atnl surrendered. It hein;; too late I deferrecl

iiiakin;^ thei.. deliver u[i their arms in form

till morning;, hut immediately placed a

stnm;; ;;uard in the fort, and took possession

(if the artillery; From tho time (d' our

landini:; till they surrendered, tho Indians

kept ui> a constant hut perfectly useless fire,

«])on tho fort : tho distance from whence

they tired was too^reat to do execution, oven

had tho enemy hcun exposed to view.

I am happy to inform you, that every man
in tho Michi;ian foneihles, (\inadian volun-

teers, and oHicers in the Indian department,

LchiVTcd as well as I could possibly wish
;

and, tliou;;;h in tho midst of a t tire, not a

man was even wounded except three Indians;

that is, one Puant, one FuUsovine, and one

Sioux, all severely, but not dangerously.

One lieutenant, 24th U. S. regiment ; one

militia captain, ono militia lieutenant,

three serjoants, three corporals, two musi-

cians, 53 privates, one commissary, and

ono interpreter, have been made prisoners.

One iron G-poundor, mounted on a garrison,

Ciivriago ; ono iron 3-pounder, on a field

carriage; three swivels, 01 stand of arms,

four swords, one field-carriage for G-poundor,

and a good deal of ammunition ; 28 barrels

of pork, and 4G barrels of flour: these

are tho principal articles found in the

fort when surrendered.

I will now take the liberty to request

your particular attention to captains Ilollctte

and Anderson ; the former for his activity

in many instances, but particularly during

the action. The action having commenced

route, and his activity in followinp, up tho

cannon during the action, and assisting in

transporting tho ammunition. LieutenMiit

I'ortier, of captain Anderson's company
;

lieutenants Oraham and llrisbois. of tlie In-

dian department ; captain l>can of the

I'rairio du Cliicn militia ; and lieutenant

Powidl, of tho flrciMi IJay, all ai^ted with

courage and activity, so bee >ming Cana-

dian militia or voianteors. The interpreters

also behaved well, but jiarticnlarly M. St.

(lermain, fnan tho .Sault St. Marie, and
JI. Uouville, Sioux inter))reter: they ah.-u-

lutoly prevented their Indians commitling

any outrage in the )dundering way. Com-
missary llonore, who acted as lieutenant in

captain Ilollette's company whoso singular

activity in saving and keeping an exact ac-

count of provisions siirprisiMl me, and with-

out which we must unavoidably have lost

much of that essential article. The Jlichi-

gan fencildes, who manned tho gun, be-

haved with great courage, coolness, and

regularity. As to the scrjeant of artillery,

too much cannot bo said of him ; for the

fate of the day, and our success arc to bo

attributed, in a great measure, to his

courage, and well-managed tiring.

Since writing the foregoing, a few Sanks

have arrived at the rapids, at the llock river,

with two Canadians, and Ijring the follow-

ing information : On the 21st instant, six

American barges, three of which were

armed, were coming up and encamped in tho

rapids ; that, in tho course of the night, the

party of Indians having tho four bags of

gunpowder I sent from this on the 17th,

reached, them. The barges being encamped

at short distances from each other, they, on

tho 22d, early in the morning, attacked the

lowest, and killed, about 100 persons, took

five pieces of cannon, and burnt the barge :

tho other barges seeing this disaster, and

knowing there were British troops hero, ran

unexpectedly, he ran down from the upper I off. This is, perhaps, ono of the most
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lirilliant actions, fought by Iiidiann only,

since the coiiiiiionceiiiunt of tho war.

1 liavi', iVc.

W. M'KAY, Lieutenant-colonel.

L'oiitonant-colonol M'Mouiiil,

coniniandiiig at iMichiliiinaiimc.

This notice of the Inilians would have

conio with a better grace from Col. McKay,

had he notproviously stateiltlmtthefire inces-

santly ko|pt up by them was perfectly use-

less, from their being nofdroj)', while, in tho

very next jiaragrapli, ho admits that not a

man, except //nci' Inilidu.i, was wounded.

IIow is this reconcilable with the r(!spectful

distance which they observed? and did it

not occur to (\t\. McKay, wlioii stating that

his rod allies got wounded, that he was

thereby admitting tho fact of their being

under lire ?

.,, , , ,
Captain Sinclair after

Attnck fin ntnl ium- ' ....
tru.il'iii of tliii .Nancy the repulse at Michili-
at Nutlawiuuiga. . ,i • •

macmao, thinking, we

presume, that it would not answer to return

cinpty-haudod, and having missed the i'lirs

at St. Mary's and St. Joseph's, determined

to make a third attempt to acriuire laurels

and booty by a descent on a block house, two

miles up the Xottawasaga, situate on the

south-east side of tho river, which hero runs

parallel to, and forms a narrow peninsula

with, tho shore of (jiloucester Bay. Tho

success of tho expedition was complete, so

far as tho destruction of the blockhouse, but

neither the Nancy, her men, nor tho furs

rewarded tho prowess of captain Sinclair

and his party, as lieutenant AVorsely, mIio

commanded, burned the Nancy, a small

trading schooner belonging to tho North

"West Oomi)any, to prevent the enemy taking

possession of Ifer, and, as tho block house

had been set tiro to by a shell, ho himself

retired with his party up tho river. The

Avholo of the North "West Company's valua-

ble furs had been previously despatched up

the French river, so that the solo reward

reaped on the occasion was the destruction

of a log block house, and tho destruction of

n schooner some eighty or a hundred tons

burthen. Although no benefit was reaped

by the Americans in tliis affair, it was pro-

ductive of ultimate good to tho British, as,

when captain Sinclair departed for Lnko

Hrie, he left the two American Seluioiiori",

'I'igrcss iiikI .*^<coipiiiii, to iilnekaile llio Not-

tawasaga, hoping thereby, as it was the only

route by which proslsiniis or siipprn'sof any

description could be furwardt'd to .Miehili-

niiicinac, that ho should be thus onublcd to

starve one a place which hail successfully

resisted an attack by arms. Jn ohcdicnco,

probably, to orders, tho schooners took atrip

to the neighboui-hood of St. .losopli's, and

wore discovered by sonn; Indians, who dis-

closcil the fact of their presence to liciitoiiant

Worslcy, with tho additional inturiiiatiini

that they wore fiftooii miles apart. Acting

on this infonnatioii, lieuleiiaiit W'nfMley pro-

ceeded to take the measures wlii( b will bo

found detaihid in the Ibllowing despatch :

—

Fiviii Lieuteiutnt ]hil>;i'r lo Lkutcnant-Cuhntl

M' IJumill.

MkliiliiiiaciniH; KptiiiiUr 7, 1811.

Sin,

I have the lumor to report to yon tho par-

ticulars of the caiitiire of tiie I'liitcd States'

schooners, Scorpion and Tigress, by a ue-

tachment from this garrison, under the com-

mand of liicutemnit Worsk'y, of the royal

nav}-, and myself.

In obedience to your orders, wo left Mlch-

ilimacinac on the evening of the 1st instant,

in four boats, one of which was manned by

seamen under Lieutenant A\'orsloy, tlioother.s

by a detachment of tho royal Newfoundland

regiment, under myself, Lieutenants Arm-
strong, and lladciihurst. We arriveil near

tho Detour ab(mt sun-set on tho following

day ; but nothing was attempted that night,

as the enemy's position had not boon cor-

rectly ascertained. The troops rc'inained

tho whole of the 3rd instant concealed

amongst tho wood.-, and, about (i o'clock that

evening, began to move towards tho enemy.

Wo had to row about six miles, during

which the most perfect order and silence

reigned. The Indians who accompanied

us from Macinac, were left about three

miles in the rear. About !) o'clock at night

we discovered the enemy, and had approached

to within 100 yards before they hailed us.

Ou receiving no answer, they opened a smart

tire upon us, both of mu.skutry and of the
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24-p()uiuler. All oipusitluii, howovor, was

in vain ; find in tlio course of five minutes,

the ciioiny's vi^ssol was boarded and carried,

by Lieutenant AVorscley and lieutenant Arm-

strons; on the starboard-side, and my boat

and Lieutenant Radenhurst's on the lar-

board. S!io proved to be the Tigress, com-

manded )iy sailing-master Cliann)]ln, mount-

ing one long 24-pounder, and with a comple-

ment of oO men. The defcnro of this vessel

did credit to her officers, who were all

severely wounded. She had three men
wounded and three missing, supposed to

have been killed i;nd thrown immediately

overboard. Our loss is two seamen killed,

and several soldiers and seamen slightly

wounded.

On the morning of the 4th Instant the pvi-

sonors wore sent in a boat to Maeiuac, un-

der a guard, and we prepared to attack the

other schooner, which we uiulerstood was

anchored 15 miles further down. The posi-

tion of the Tigress was not altered ; and, the

better to carry on the deception, the Ame-
rican pendant was kept flying. On the 5th

instant, we discerned the enomj 's schooner

beacing up to us ; the soldiei's I directed to

keep below, or to 'le down on the deck, to

avuid being seen. Ewry thing succeeded to

our v>-ish ; the enemy came to anchor about

two miles from us in the night ; and, as day

dawned on the Gth Instant, we sllpt our cable,

and ran down i,nder our jib and foresail.

Every thing w>\j so well managed by Lieu-

tenant Worseley, that we were Avithin ten

yards of the enemy before they discovered

us. It Avas then too late ; for, in the course

of five minutes, her deck was covered with

our men, and the British flag hoisted over

the American, She proved to be the Scor-

pion, commanded by Lieutenant Turner, of

the United States' navy ; carrying one long

24-poundcr In her hold, with a complement

of 32 men. She had two men killed, and

two wounded. I enclose a return of our

killed and wounded, and am happy to say

that the latter are but slight.

To the admirable good conduct and man
ngom. it of Lieutenant Worsoley, of the royal!

nav, , t}ie success is to bo in a great measure

attributed ; but I must assure you, that

every oificer and man did his duty.

I have the honor to be, &c.

A. II. BULGER,
Lieutenrnt Royal Newfoundland Regiment.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Mc'Douall, &c. &c.

Return of killed and wounded of the

troops, employed in the capture of the United

States' schooners. Scorpion and Tigress, on

the 3rd and 0th of September, 1814.

IloyalAt'dUery;—1 rank and tile, wounded.

Royal Kcwfoundland Iteyimcnt:—1 Lieu-

tenant, G rank and file, wounded.

Officer wounded.

Lieutenant Bulger, slightly,

N.B. Three seamen killed.

Lieutenant Bulger does not mention In hia

despatch anything relative to the value of

theseschooners, which were appraised shortly

after, by the proper officers, and valued at

sixteen thousand pounds- sterling. As all

mention of force is also omitted, it will be as

well to state that the party consisted of

lieutenant Worselej', one midshlpnum, one

mate, and seventeen seamen, with lieutenant

Bulger and fifty rank and file. Besides this

number, there were forty-one others taken

from the Indian department, the commissa-

riat, &c,, besides three Indian chiefs. The

American versions of this affair, which was
made the subject of a court of investigation

by their government, fully sustain their

character for fertility of invention. Before

the court, the British force was made to con-

sist of three hundred soldiers, sailors and

Indians. Mr. Thomson sui)[ilies lieutenant

AVorseley with two hundred and fifty Indians,

a hundred and fifty sailors, and a detachment

of the Newfoundland rc\^inu'nt'. Mr, O'Connor

mentions no numbers, but introduces instead

the following statement.

" Captain Arthur Sinclair, commanding the

United States' naval In-co on the upper

lakes, states In a lotto." to the Secretary of

the Navy, on tlie autho"ity of sailing mas-

ter Champlin, that ' the conduct of the

enemy to their prisoners (the crew of the

Tigress), and the inhunuxn butchery of those

who fell into their hands, at the attack on

MIchilimacinac, has been barbarous beyond
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a parallel. The former have been pluiiJored

of almost every article of clotliin;^ they pos-

sessed ; the latter had their hearts and livers

taken out, Avhich were actualhj cooked and

feasted on by the savages ; and that *oo in

the quarters of the British officers, sancliui^^d

by Col. MoDouall.' "

It is only necessary to remark on this

extraordinary fabrication of Air. O'Connor's,

that there wore no prisoners taken at Jlichili-

macinf.c, and that in the proceedings, as

reported by American journals, of tlie court

of enqv.iry that tried the officers and crew of

the Tigress, no such proceedings were even

hinted at. Is it probalile that such conduct

had it occurred, would have been passed over

in silence, affording, as it Avould have done,

such an opportunity of stigmatizing the

British ? The answer is oljvious, yet -.-e

find that Jlr. O'Connor's book, with the

atrocious statement uncontradicted, lias pas-

sed through many editions, and is even now
a class book of history in the United States.

In regard to the numljcrs, the statements

furnished by authorities wlio wrote on the

subject at the time, have cnaljled us to dis-

prove the Aiuorican exnggorations, bj' giving

the correct numbers.

Naval prticccding.<.
We must now pass, for

the present, from the op-

erations by land, and take a glance at the

occurrences that had taken place during the

last few months. We must not omit, how-

ever, to notice one statement of Ingcrsol's

relative to the capture of the Argus b;, H. ]M.

Brig tlio Pelican, which we have already

touched upon.

In extenuation of the loss of the Argus,

Ingcrs(d states " that on the lotli August,

the Argus captured a vessel loaded with wine,

of which too free use was made by the Ame-

rican crew, soon after which her flag was,

not iugloriously, struck, after an engagement

with the English brig of war Pelican, Capt.

Maples."

Now what inference is to bo drawn from

this passage? Is it to be construed into a

confession that the American captain resorteil

to an attempt to give his crew what is com-

monly styled Dutch courage, or should it be

taken aa a very severe reproof upon the

disci[ilino of the crew of the Argiis ? Iiigcrsrl

knew full well, M'licn he attempted this

ridiculous excuse, that when a merchant

vessel is taken by a man of Avar, that, sliould

she not bo destroyed, a prize crew is put on

board of her, and she is despatched to the

nearest port ; had he, therefore mentioned as

a reason why cha prize was recaptured, that

the prize crew got drunk, it would havo been

of no unusual occurrence. Ag;iiu, how were

the crew of the Argus to have got at the

wine ; the prize was not taken Ijy boarding,

but by a gun iircd across her bows, and so

soon as a boat's crew was put on board of

her, the I'clican being discovered, the boat's

crew were recalled, and the brig set on fire.

Is it probaljle that the captain ami officers of

the Argus would bo so remiss in their duties

as not to notice the boat's crew bringing

back from the prize so much wine as to

intoxicate a whole crew, and keep them in

that state for twenty-four hours, the time

that elapsed between ihe cr.pture of the brig

and the going into action. The whole idea

is aljsurd, and only furnishes another in-

stance of what American writers will resort

to in order to bolster up any national dis-

honour or defeat.

On the 24th of May Commodore Deca*-ur,

i)>Tatui-"s (-ruiw' in commanding the United
this L'nlti'iJ StiiKs, willi r;. ,t„„ r ..*,. r .... „
Mmoduniaa and .'•U.i)

States forty - four- gun
"'"•'"'*• frigate, witli the Jlace-

donian, thirty-eight, atidthellornet, cighLcen

gun sloop, started for the East Indies from

New York. By the 1st June, the American

sf[uadron had got through 'he intricacies of

Long Island sound, by wh. 'a passage they

v.'cre forced to endeavour to get out, Sandy

Hook being blockaded, and tlioy stood out to

sea. At nine a. m., lunvever, tlicy were dis-

covered by II. M. ship Valiant, t-eventy-

four guns, in company with the cighteen-

pounder, forty-gun frigate Acasta, and im-

mediately chased. Hero was a glorious

opportunity for Commodore Dccai ur ; he had

boon thirsting for an opportunity to tackle

single-handed to a Britisli seventy-four; and

as according to American accounts the

Macedonian was a" line a frigate as the

British had ever built, the Aeasta was just

her match, and if any sliglit make-.vol uht

might have been rcpilred, it was amply

1
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Hiipjilied liy the Hornet. 'What then tli<l

CoimiiDcloro Decatur do? He ran back to

New London, lieing conipellc<l to start a

;z;iv'at part of Iiis water, and tlirow his pro-

\isl()ns uver))oard, to escape capture. The

Commodore did not attempt to increase the

force in pursuit, hut the American papers

did ; and it was, accor<lingly, circulated

throu;i;h tlie Union, that three vessels had

chased, ;i razee being added to the real

number.

An attempt ivas made a short time after

,, ,, tiic chase of i)ocatur and
Atti'tnnt ti> Maw up .

till' Kaiii'i'.ics, !it I'i.-iKT his squadron, tol>low up
Island. ^, ,, ...

,

the Iv.imilies, seventy-

four, then at Anchor at Fisher's Island.

James ,ij;ives the following account of this

occurrence.

Two merchants of Now York, encouraged

by a promise of reward from the American

Government, formed a plan for destroying

the Ra..iiiies, Captain Sir Thomas Master-

man Hardy. A schooner named the Eagle

was ladon with several casks of gunpowder,

having trains leading from a species of gun

lock, which, u[i(ni the principle of clock-

work, Avcut off at a given period after it had

been set. Above the casks of powder, and

in full view at the hatchway, were some

casks of Hour, it being known at New York

that the Ramilies was short of provisions,

and naturally supposed that Captain Hardy

would immediately order the vessel along-

side, in order to get the ship's wants sup-

plied."

sloop, which had been recently captured

and lay a short distance off.

The lieutenant did as he was ordered, and

at 2 h. 30 m., p. m., while ho and his men
were in the act of securing her, the schooner

l)lew up with a tremendous explosifm. The
poor lieutenant and ten of the iiiU' follows,

who were with him, perisheil ; and the re-

maining three men escajied ouiy wi h beinc

shockingly scorched.

Both James and IJrenton are very severe

in their animadversions on this head, and

•James declares that ho fully concurs with

lirenton in the following rennxrk :

—

"A quantity of arsenic placed amongst
the food.would have been so perfectly com-

patible with tlio rest of the contrivance, that

we wonder it was not resorted to. Should

actions like these receive the san-.-tion of

Government, the science of Avar, aidthe law

of nations, will degenerate into the barbarity

of the Algerines ; and murder and pillage

will take the place of kindness and humanity

to our eneanies."

" Thus murderously laden, the schooner

sailed from Xew York and stood up the

sound. On the 2r)th, in the morning, the

Eagle approached New London, as if intend-

ing to enter that river. The llamilies dis-

patched a boat, with thirteen men, under

lieutenant John Gcddes, to cut her off. At
eleven, a. m., lieutenant Geddes boarded the

schooner, and fnmd that the crew, after

having let go her only anchor, had aban-

doned their vess:cl and fled to the shore.

The lioutoiiant brought the fatal prize

near the families, and Sir Thomas ordered

him to place the vessel alongside of a trading I permitted."

"We confess wo are not of this opinion.

We see in this transaction nothing more
than the modified use of fire ships, and can-

not see the difference between this scheme

and the Emperor of Russia sinking subma-

rine charges to Idow up vessels attempting

the passage to Cronstadt. Some eminent

writers on the subject, sucli as Wolf, Ac,

have asserted that war legalizes any violence,

and that fraud and poison may be employed
against enemies ; Grotius, A'atel, and other

..ithorities have defined the legitimate mode
of Avar to be the employment only o'" such

force as is necessary to accomplish the end

of war—rather an ambiguous definition.

Leaving, Jiowever, this nice point to be set-

tl(>d liy the peace congress, Ave would direct

attention to Inger.sor8 inconsistency on this

subject. He is very eloquent on the em-

ployment of the Indians by the British, and
declares that " God and nature put no such

means in men's hands ; shocking to every

lover of honoralile war. In vain has religion

been established if these acts of cruelty arc

! U
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Now surely tho employment of Indians

was no more shocking to every lover of

honorable war, than tho attempt to blow up
the Ramilies. Yet we llnd Ingersol repro-

bating the one and passing over tho other.

\Ve arc more honest than Ingersol, and
can find no difference between ashell thrown
into Odessa, and a fire-ship sent into Cron-

Btadt or Sebastopol. Every Christian must
deplore war as a calamity, but so long as the

necessity of a thing, so opposed to every

Divine law as a state of warfare, is recoir-

nized by nations, avo cannot see how it is to

be regulated by Christian rules.

Perhaps one of the most signal instances

.,„„,. , ... of unblushing effronterv

r.'fcrcMio to the eour.-c OOCUlTOd in the Case of
ot'llie I'ru'^iiKiit.

tlie rresident, Commo-
dore Rodgcrs. The President was on her

return from her third cruise, and having

passed tlio Delaware was standing for New
York, "when," says tho Commodore, "I
saw nothing until I made Sandy Ilook,

when I again fell in witii unotlicr of the

encnii/'ssqiKolronti ; and by some unaccount-

alile cause, was permitted to outer the bay,

although in tho presence of a decidedly

superior force, after having been obliged to

remain outside, seven hours and a half, wait-

ing for the tide."

Thi^i assertion of the Commodore's was
not sufiieieut for the officers of tho Pre-

sident, who improved on the storj', and

asserted that seeing a large ship to wind-

ward they " backed the maintopsail and

cleared for action. The strange sail came
down within gun-shot, and hauled her wind

on the starboard tack. Wo continued, with

our maintopsail to the mast, three hours,

and, seeing no probiibility of the seventy-

four gun ship's bearing down to engage, the

President gave her a shot to windward, and

hoisted our colours ; when she bore up for

us reluctantly. When within half gun-shot,

backed her maintopsail. At this moment,

all hands were called to muster aft, and the

Commodore said a few but expressive words,

though it was uiuieccssary ; for what other

stimulant could true Americans want, than

fighting gloriously iu the sight of their na-

tive shore, where hundreds were assembled to

witness the engagement."

" The comnmnder of the seventy-four,"

adds the writer of this veracious document,
" had it m his power, for five hours, to

bring us at any time to an engagement, our

maintopsail to the mast during that time.

It was afterwards ascertained that tho ship

wdiich declined the battle with the President,

was the Plantagenot, scventy-fuur, Cajitaiu

Lloyd. The reason given by Captain Lloyd
for avoiding an engagngement was that his

crew were in a state of mutiny."

One would almost think that this was inven-

tion enough to put forth on an imaginary sub-

ject ; not so, however, as another An^erican

writer declares that "Captain Lloyd after

returning to England had several of his

sailors tried and e.\ecuted on this charge."

Unfortunately for the truth of these state-

ments, the Plantagenot, on tho day that

Commodore Rodgcrs was off tho Hook, was
off Rarbadoes, at least sixteen hundred
miles distant. Again, the crew of tho

Plantagenot was one of tho finest in tho

service, and no such trials took place on her

return homo. Tho \ossel that was niao'ni-

fied into aseventv-four by the diseased imaz-

ination of Rodgcrs and his officers, was tho

thirty-eight gun frigate Loire, Captain Tho-

mas Brown, and his reasons for not bring-

ing the President to action were, that ho

had seventy-four men away in prizes, and
forty in sick bay, thus leaving ont of thrco

iiundred and thirty two men, only tw"0 hun-

dred and seventeen to go into action with a

vessel carrying four hundred and seventy.

CruifC (f tlio Essl'x.

Wc have lost sight of the Essex, thirty-two

gun frigate, Capt. Por-

ter, who sailed toward.^

the end of 1S12, on a cruise to tho Pacific.

I'ho Essex was to have made this cruiso

in company with the Constitution and Hor-

net, but not meeting with these vessels at

the rendezvous. Captain Porter proceeded

alone, and on the lltli of jMartdi, having

captured the British packet Norton, witli

eleven thousand pounds sterling on board,

arrived at Valparaiso, on the coast of Chili.
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llavinjj; revictuiiUcd his sliip, Capt. Porter

stood ovci" to tho GiiUipa;Tos, Avhcro ho cap-

tured twelve whalers. Two of the? j the

American commander armed and manned as

cruisers, tho manning part of the operation

being completed by inducing several of the

crews iif the whale ships to desert, and by

taking several Americans out of a Peruvian

vessel. Tho larger of these vessels, newly

christened the Es -ex Junior, was armed with

twenty guns (ten long sixes, and ten eigh-

teen pouiid carronadcs) and a complement

of ninety-live men.

It does not appear that Capt. Porter was

very succes ^ful between this time and the

beginning of 1S14, when wo find him still in

company with tho Essex Junior in Valpa-

raiso.

On the 8t'.i of February tho British thirty-

six gun fi'igatu Phdcbe, Captain Ilillyar, and

tho eighteen gun sloop. Chornli, Captain

Tucker, long in pursuit of Captain Porter,

disccvcred his vessels at anchor with two of

the prizes, stood into and anchored in the

port. "With the usual policy of his country,

Caplain Porter began to tamper with the

British seamen, by hoisting at his fore-top-

gallant mast head a white flag, with the

motto, " Free Trade and Sailors' Rights."

This was answered by Captain Ilillyar, who
ran up a St. George's ensign, with the motto

"God and Country; British Sailors' Best

Rights ; Traitors offend both.'' Three or

four days after. Captain Porter returned to

the attack by hoisting a flag, on which was

inscribed " God, our Country, and Liberty ;

Tyrants offend both."

After remaining sometime in harbour, and

making several inef L'tnal attempts to escape

from his watchful antagonist, Capt. Porter,

on the 27th of March, was lilown out of the

Harbour, followed immediately by both Bri-

tish vessels, and, after an attempt to run his

vessel on shore, easily captured ; the Essex

junic having been secured also. Captain

Porter and part of his crew succeeded in es-

caping to shore, taking with thorn part of

tho specie. This, however, was only partially

effected, from their boats having been much
cut up by the tiro of tho Phccbe. The loss

of the tAvo British vessels was live killed and

ten Avoundcd. Captain Porter, asserted that

ho had fifty-eight killed and sixty-six

wounded, and there is no means of disprov-

ing the assertion. " The battered state of

the Essex," declared Captain Porter, " must

prevent her ever reaching England." In

spite, however, of the assertion, she was

safely anchored in I'lymouth Sound. The

superiority was decidedly in favour of tho

British (not more so, however, than in the

three first actions of the war, the advantage

was the other way), so there is no room fur

further observation on tho matter, than to

examine what became of the prizes taken liy

the Essex. The Essex junior, wo have just

seen recaptured ; another, the Georgiana,

armed with sixteen guns, and a prize crew

of over forty men, was fitted up with sper-

macetti oil taken from the others, and de-

spatched to tho United States ; her passage

was cut short in tho "West Indies by the B;i-

rossa frigate. Tho cargo was valued at one

hundred thousand dollars. The Policy and

Xew Zoalandor were tilled with all the oil

from the other ships, and sent home. Tlioy

were, however, both recaptured, with their

prize crews—the first by the Loire, the second

by the Belvidera. The Rose and Charlton

wore given up to the prisoners ; tho Sir

Andrew Hammond was taken by the Che-

rub ; the Hector, Greenwich, and Catherine

got burned, and the Seringapatam was run

away with by her crew, who delivered her to

her owners in pajmient of salvage. It Avill

thus be seen that, a baL.nce being struck, tho

result would not be very favouralile to the

American Government, the loss of ^ho Essex

being taken into consideration ; not to speak

of tho valuable services of Captai'. David

Porter, of whose talents as a despatch-writer

we will furnish the reader with au example

in our next chapter.
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CHAPTER XIX

CONTENTS.

Captain David Porter as a writer of despatches.

—Fifth invasion of Canada by a United

States' army.—General Brown's proclama-

tion or genoral order. — General Brown's

force.—Snnonder of Fort Erie.—General

Brown's Despatch —Movements of the Ame-
rican army.—General Brown's inaction and
timidity.—Brown's letter to Chauncey.

We give below, as promised in our last

Captain David Porter chapter, Capt. Pl)rtcr'8

asawritorofdospatohob. lengthy vindieation of

* Letterfrom Captain Porter to the Sceretary of

the Navy.

Essex Junior, July 3rd, 1814

at Sea.

SiE,—I have done myself the honour to ad-

dress you repeatedly since I left the Delaware ;

but have scarcely a hope that one of my
letters has reached you ; theroforo consider it

necessary to -^ive you a brief history of my pro-

ceedings since that period.

T sailed from the Delaware on the 2"th of

October, 1S12, and repaired with all diligence

(agreeably to instructions from Commodore
Bainbridge) to Port Praya, Fernando do Noron-

ho, and Cape Frio ; and arrived at each place

on the day aiipointcd to meet him. On my
passage from Port Praya to Fernando do Noron-

lio, I captured his Britannic Majesty's packet

Nocton ; and after taking out about 71,000

pounds sterling in specie, sent her under com-

mand of Lieutenant Finch for America. I

cruized off Rio de Janeiro, and about Cape Frio,

until the 12tli of January, 1818, lio.aring fre-

quently of tlie Commodore, by vessels from

Bahia. I here captured but one schooner, with

hides and tallow—I sent her into Porto Rico.

The Montague, the Admiral's ship, being in

pursuit of me, my provisions now getting short,

andfinding it necessary to look out for a supply,

m

himself for the loss of the Essex, and we
to have Ijcen particularly struck with the

display of motto flags, and the number of

jacks at the mast heads, apparently quite

forgetful that ho acknowledger, to have

.^ported an equal number himself. Ai. en-

sign and motto flag at the gaff, another moito

flag, " free trade and equal rights," at the

fore, an ensign in the mizon rigging, and

think that a more extraordinary production

for mingled cunning and blundering it would

be difficult to find. Captain Porter appears

to enable me to meet the Commodore 1)y the
1st of April, off St, Helena, I proceeded to the
island of St. Catharines (the last plac > of ren-

dezvous en the coast of Brazil) as the most
likely to supply my wants, and at the same
time afford me that secrecy necessary to enable
me to elude the British ships of war on the

coast, and expected there. I here could pro-
cure only wood, water and rum, and a few bags
of flour ; and hearing of the Conunodore's action

witli the Java, the cajiture of tlie Hornet by the

Montague, and a considerable augmentation of
the British force on the coast, and of several

being in pursuit of nic, I found it ncccssr.ry to

get to sea as soon a possible. I now, agreeably
to (ho Commodore's plan, stretched to the
southward, securing the coast so far as llio de
la Plata. I heard that Buenos Ayres was in a
state of starvation, and could not supply our
wants ; and that the government of Montevideo
was very inimicil to us. Tlie Conunodore's in-

structions now left it completely discretionary

with mo what course to pursue, and I deter-

mined on following that which had not only
met his approbation, but the approbation of the
then secretary of the navj-. I accordingly

shaped my course for the Pacific ; and after

sutt'ering greatly from short allowance of provi-

si(ms, and heavy gales off Capo Horn (for

which my ship and men were badly provided) I

arrived at Valparaiso on the 14th of March,
1813. I here took in as much jerked beef anil

other provisions, as iny ship would conve-
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p

'

and sevoi-iil jacks lioistoil in difforcnt partf

of tlio whip—all tlicso arc mentioned by Cajit.

Porter, and had ho not aoknowlodfiod it,

niently stow, and ran down tlie const of Cliili

nnd I'urn; in fliis track I foil in witli a Pori"-

vinn corsiiir, wliioh liiid on board twenty-four

Anioriciins as jirisoiiors, the crews of two

wliale sliiiis, wliicli ."bo hud taken on the coast

of't'iiili. Tiio captain informed lue, tiiat, as

tlie allies of Great Britain, they would capture

all they should meet with, in expectation of a

war between Spain and the United States, I

cousecpiently threw all bis giuis anil annuuni-

tion into the sea, liberated the Americans,

wrote a respectful letter to tlio viceroy, ex-

plaining the cause of my ju-oeeedings, which 1

delivered to her captain. 1 then jirocceded for

Linni and re-captured one of the vessels as she

was entering the port. Fi'om thence I proceed-

ed for the Galiipagos IslaiK'.s, where I cruized

from the 17th of April, until the Srd of October,

181!5; during which time I touched oidy once

on the coast of America, which was for the

piu'posc of procuring a supply of fresh water,

as none is to be found among those islands,

which are, perliaps, the most barren nnd deso-

bite of any known.

\Vhilo among this group, I captured the

following Ib-itisb sliips, employed chietty in the

spermaceti whale fishery :

—

LETTERS OF M.VRQt'E.

Montezuma 270
Policy 175
Georgiana 280
Greenwich 888
Atlantic 355
Rose 220
Hector 270
Catharine 270
Seriugapatam 357
Charlton 274

New Zealander 259

Sir A. Hammond 301

21

2(5

25
25
21
21

25
20
31

21

23
31

Guns.

2
10
6

10
8

8

11

8
14
10
8
12

rkrccdfor.

18
18
20
20
2.)

20
18
20
18
18
18

JamcH* Nnval History would have furnished

the information.

AVo should scarcely note such a trifle, were

3,450 302 107

As some of those ships were captured by
boats, and others by prizes, my officers and'

men had several opportunities of showing their

gallantry.

The Rose and Cliarlton were given to the

prisoners, the Hector, Catharine ami Monte-

j

zuma, I sent to Valparaiso, where they were]

laid up ; the Policy, Georgiana nnd Kew Zea-

1

lander, I sent for America ; the Greenwich I
\

kept as a store ship, to contain the stores of|

any other prizes, necessary for us ; and the

:

Atlantic, now called Essex Junior, I equipped
with twenty guns, and gave comand of her to

'

lieutenant Downes,
|

Lieutenant Downes had conveyed the prizes,

to Valparaiso, and on liis return brought me
letters informing me, that a squadron under,

the command of commodore James Ilillj-ar, con-

sisting of the frigate Phoebe, of thirty-six guns,

the Racoon and Cherub sloops of war, nnd a
store-ship of twenty gnns, hail .sailed on (he
(ilh of July for this sea. The Racoim imd
Cherub had been seeking me for some time on
the coast of Brazil, and on their return Irom
their cruize, joiueil the squadron sent in search
of mo to the Pacific. iSIy ship, as it may be
supposed, after being near a yer r at sea, rc-

(piired some repairs to put her in o n state to

meet them; which I determined to do, and
bring them to action if I could meet them on
nearly equal terms. I proceeded now in com-
pany with the reniniiider of my prizes, to the

island of Nooaheevah or Mndinon'is island, lying

in the M'dK/iiiiyloii group, discovered by a
captain Ingraham, of lioston; here I caulked

and completely overhauled my ship, made for

her a new set of water casks, her old ones

being entirely decayed, and took on board from
my jirizes provisions nnd stores for upwards of

four months, and .'ailed for the coast of Chili

on tlie 12th of December, 1813. Previous to

sailing, I secured the Seringapatam, Oreen-
wicli and Sir Andrew Hammond under the guns
ofa^attery, which 1 erected for their protec-

tion, (after taking possession of this fine island

for the United States, and establishing the nutst

friendly Inercourse with the natives,) I left

tnem under the charge of lieutenant Gandile of

the nvirines, with twenty-one men, with orders

to repair to Valparaiso, after a certain period.

I arrived on the coast of Chili on the 12th of

January, 1814 ; looked into Conception nnd
Valparaiso, found at both places only three

English vessels, luid learned tliat the squadrim
which sailed from Rio de Janeiro for that sea

had not been heard of .since their deimrture,

and were supposed to be lost in endeavouring

to double Cape Horn.

I had completely broken up the British

navigation in the Pacific ; the vessels which
had not been captured by nie, were laid up and
dare not venture out. 1 had afforded the most
ample protection to our own vessels, which
were on my arrival, very numerous and un-

protected. The valuable whale flshei'y there

is entirely destroyed, and the actual injury we
have done them may be estinnited at two nnd
half millions of dollars, independent of expenses
of the vessels in search of me. They have fur-

nished nie amply with sails, cordage, cables,

anchors, provisions medicines and stores of

every description ; nnd the slops on board them
have furnished clothing for the seamen. We
had, in fact, lived on the enemy since I had
been in that sea, every prize having proved a

well found store-ship for me. I liad not yet

been under the neoossity of drawing bills on
the department for any object, and had been
enabled to nnike considerable advances to my
officers and crew on account of pay.

For the unexampled time we Imd kept the

sea, my crew had continued remarkably healthy.
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have furnished

ch a trifle, were

on the 12th of

Cunccjition nml

Inces only three

mt the s(iuii(lron

iro for thiit s>L>a

their dejiarture,

iu cudeavcuriiig

it not a part of the ridiculous pretension and

sncoriu}; wliieli previv" 1, and whieh laid

American ofKcors open to tho charge that

I iuid hut one cnse of tlie scurvy, imd had lost

only the following men by death ; viz. :

John S. Cowan, licut. Bohci-t Miller, surj^eon.

Levi Holmes, o. seaman. Edwiu-d Sweeny do.

Samuel (Iroco, seaman.

James Spatford, gunner's mate.

licriiamin Goers, 1 ,,,''„, 'V quarter gunners.
John llodgers, /

' "

Amlrew ^hdian, corporal of marines.

Lewis I'rice, private nuiriue.

I had done all the injury that co\ild be done
the ISritish conunerce in the Pacific, and still

hoped to signalize my cruize by sometiiingniore

splendid before leaving that sea, I thought it

not imin-obable that commodore Hillyar might
liave kept his arrival secret, anil believing that

ho would seek nie at Valpariso as the nmst
likely place to find me, I therefore determined

to cruize at)out that place, and shoidd I fail

of meeting him, liopeil to I e compensated by
the capture of some merchant sliips, said to be

expected from Euifland.

The I'hcebe, agreeably to my expectations,

came to sock me at Valpariso, where \ was
anchored with the I'^sex, my armed prize the

Essex Junior, under tlie command of lieutenant

Dowiies, on the look out off the harbour ; but,

contrary to the course I thought he would pur-

bue. commodore Hillyar brought with h"m the

Cherub nloop of war, miuuiting 28 guns, 18 S'l

pound carronaJ'js, 8 24"s and 2 long It's on the

quarter-deck and fore- castle, and a complement
of 180 men. The force oi the Phoebe is as

follows : oO long 18 pounders, dxteen 32
pound carronades, one howitzer, and si:: 3

pounders in the tops, in all 53 guns, and a

complement of 320 men, making a force of 81

gunsand500nien ; inaddition to which they took
on board the crew of an English letter of marque
^aying in port, lioth ships had picked crews,

and were sent into the Pacific, in company with

the Racoon of 22 guns and a store ship of 20
gims, for the express purpose of seeking the

Essex, and wore prepared with flags bearing

the motto, "God and country ; ISritish sailors'

bestrig'i'S—Traitors oll'eud both." This was
intended as a reply to my motto " Free Trade

and sailors' Rights" under the erroneous im-

pression that my crew were ch'.efly Englishmen,
or to counteract its eft'ect on their own crews.

The force of the Essex was 40 guns, forty 32

pound carroniolcs, and six long 12's, and her

crew, which had been mucii reduced bj' prizes,

amounted only to 2or) men. The Essex Junior,

which was intended only as a store-ship ni.iuuted

twenty guns, ten 18 pound cai-ronades, and ten

short (i's, with oidy 00 men on board. In re-

ply to their motto, I wrote at my mizen, " God,
our Coiinfty and Liherly ; Tyrants offend

then."

On getting their provisions on board, they

went oil the port for the piirposc of blockading

niisreprosontation nnd false writing formed

part of an American officer's duty to liia

country. Captain Porter ducl.ircs Jiat, in

mo, where they cruized for near six weeks
;

iluring which time I cmleavoured to provoke a
challenge, and freiiuently, but ineffectually, to

bring the Phiebe alone to action, first with botli

my ships, and afterwards with my single ship,

with both crews on board. I was several times
luulcr way, and ascertaiiie<l that I had greatly

the advantage in puint of sailing, and once
succeeded iu closing within a gun-shot of tlio

Pluebe, aiul commenced a tire on her, when she
ran down for the Cherub, which was two and a
half miles to leeward ; this excited some sur-

prize and expressions of indignation, as pre-

vious to my getting underway, she hove to off

the port, h')iHted her motto flag and fired a gun
to windward. Commodore Hillyar seemed de-

termined to avoid a contest with me on nearly

equal terms, and from his extreme prudence in

keeping both hisships ever after constantly with-

in liail of each other, there were no hopes ()faiiy

advantages to my emtntry from a longer stay

in port. I therefore determined to put to sea

the first opportunity which should offer ; and I

was the more strongly induced to do so, as I

had gained certain intelligonce that the Tagus
rated 38, and two olln.r frigates, liad sailed for

that sea in pursuit of me ; and 1 had reason to

expect the arrival of the Racoon from N.W.
coast of America Avhore she had boon sent for

the purpose of destroying our fur establishment

on tlie Columbia. A rendezvous was appointed
for the Essex Junior, and every arrangement
made for sailing, and I intended to let them
chase me oflT, to give the Essex Junior an oppor-
tunity of escaping. On the 28th March, the

day after this deteiMuination was formecl the

wind came on to blow fresh from the south-

ward, Tvhbii I parted my larboard cable and
dragged my stariiourd anchor directly out to

sea. Not a moment was io he lost in getting

sail on the ship. The enemy vret'c close in

with the point forming the west side of the bay

;

but on opening them, 1 saw a prospect of pas-
sing windward, when I took in my top-;!;allant-

sails, wliich were set over single reefed top-sails,

and lu-aced up for this purpose ; but on round-
ing the point a heavy squall struck the ship and
carried away her main-top-mast, precipitating

the men who were aloft into the sea, who were
drowned. Both ships now gave chase to me,
and I endeavoured in my disabled state to re-

gain the port ; but finding I could not recover
the common anchorage, 1 ran close into a small
bay, about three-quarters of a mile to leeward
of the battery on the east side of the harbour,
and let go my anchor within pistol shot of the
shore, where 1 intended to repair my damages
as soon as possible. The enemy continued to

approach, and shewed nn evident intention of
attacking, rer/nrdless cf the neii/roli/y of the

place where I teas anchored, and the caution ob-

served in their approach to the attack of the

crii^plcd Estcz teas Iruhj ridiculous, as teas ihiir
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m half an hour, he disableil, with three guns

only, both his opponents, so as to compel

them to haul off to repair dama^ea ; this as-

diii])hii/ of llit'ir motto J/nijs, and the number of
jacka at all the mast-hiuds. I, with as much
cspeilitiou as circuiustanccs would admit of,

gotmy (<liii)-reiidy for action, and endeavoured to

get a spring on my cable, buthnd not succeeded,

when the enemy, at bi minutes after 3 I'.JI.

made his attack, the IMux'be placed lierseU' un-

der my steru, and the Cherub on my starboard

bow ; but the Cherub soon tiudinj; her situ-

ation a hot one, bore up and run under my
stern also ; where both ships kept up a hot

raking lire, I had got three long 12 pounders

out of the stern ports, which were worked with

so much liravery and skill, that in holf an hour

we so dhahhd hoik as to compel them to haul ojT

to repair damages. In the course of this firing, 1

had, by the great exertions of Mr. Edwnrd
Barnewall, the acting sailing-master, assisted

by Mr. Linscott, the boatswain, succccdcdin get-

ting springs on our cable three difl'crent times
;

but the fire of the enemy was so excessive, that

before we could got our broad-side to benr,

they were shot way and thus rendei'ed useless

to us. Jly ship had received many injuries,

and several had been killed and wounded—but

my brave officers and men, nolwitlistandingthe

unfavorable circumstr.nces under which we
were brought to action, and the powerful force

opposed to us, were no ways discouraged

—

all appeared determined to defend their ship to

the hist extremity, and to die in preference to a

shameful surrender. Our gaff, icith the ensign

and the motto flag at the mizen, had been shot

aicag, but Free trade and Sailors' Rights, con-

tinued to flu at the fore. Our ensign teas

replaced bg another—and to guard against a

similar event, an ensign vas made fast i" Iht

mizen-rigging, and several jacks Vic: hoisted in

different parts of the ship. The enemy soon re-

paired his damat^e" for a fresh attack ; he now
placed '.'.'.Taself, with both Iris ships, on my
r.tarboard quarter, out of the reach of my
carronades, and where my stern guns could not

be brought to bear—he there kept up a most

galling tire, which it was out of my power to

return, when I saw no prospect of injuring hiiu

without getting under way and becoming the

assailnnt. My top-sail sheets and haulyards

were all shot away, as well as the j-b and forc-

top-mast-stay-sail-haulj-ards. The only rope not

cutwas the tlying-jib-haulyards—and that being

the only sail I could set, I caused it to be

hoisted, my cable to be cut, and ran down on

both ships, with an intention of laying the

Phoebe on board.

The firi'jg on both sides was now tre-

mendous ; 1 had let fall my foretopsail and
foresail, but tlie want of tacks and sheets ren-

dered them almost useless to us—yet we were

enabled for a short time to close with the ene-

my ; and although our decks were now strewed

with dead and our cockpit filled with woimded
—although our ship had been several times on

scrtion may, and doubtless will, he readily

adopted by readers wlio know nothinj;; of

what three twelve-pounders can effect in the

fire, and was rendered ii perfect wreck, we were
still e>,icour!U!;ed to hope to sine her, from the
circumstance of the Clierub, fro"' lier crippled

state, being compelled to haul otf. iShe did not
return to close action again, although slieliad it

apparently in her power to do so, but kept up a
distant firing with her long ginis. Thel'liielie,

from our disahled state, was cnablcil hov.ever,

liy edging otl", to choose the distance which liost

suited her long guns, and k(!pt up a tremendous
fire on us, which mowed down my brave com-
paiuons by the dozen. Many of my gun>; had
been rendered useless hy the enemy's shot, and
many of them had their whole crews destroyed

—we manned tlieui again from those which
were disabled, and one gun in particular

was three times manned—filtcen men were
slain at it in the course of the action ! but
strange as it may ajipear, the cajitain of it es-

caped with only a slight wound, finiling that

the enemy had it in his power to cliou-e his

distance, I now gave up all hopes of closing

with him, and, as the wiuii for the moment,
seemed to favour the design, I determined to

endeavour to run her on shore, land my men
and destroy her. Every thing seemed to

favoiu- my wishes. AVe had ajiproached tlie

shore within musket shot, and I had no doubt
of succeeding, when in an instant the wind
shifted from the land (as it is very comiuon fu

this port in the latter part of the day) and
payed our head down on the I'habe, where we
were again exposed to a dreadful raking tire.

My ship was uov: iotallj' lunnanageable : yet ns

her head, was toward the enemy, and he to the

l»>cward of me, I still hoped to be able to board
him. At this moment Lieut. Downes came on
board to receive my ordcrsj, under the impres-

sion that I should soon bo a pris(jner. lie could

be of no use to me in the then wretched state of

the Essex ; and finding (from the enemy's
putting his helm up) that my last attempt at

boarding would not succeed, I directed him
after ho had been ten minutes on boai'd, to

return to his own ship, to be prepared f(jr de-

fending and destroying her in case of attack.

He took with him several of my wounded,
leaving three of his boat's crew on board to

make room for them.—The Cherub now had an
opportunity of distinguishing herself, by keep-

ing up a hot fire on him during his return. The
slaughter on board my ship had now become
horrible, the enemy continued to rake us, and
we miable to bring a gun to bear. I therefore

directed a hawser to be bent to the sheet an-

chor, and the anchor to be cut from the bows
to bring her head round : this succeeded.

We again got our broadside to bear, and as the

enemy was much crippled and unable to hold

his own, Ihave no doubt he would have drifted

out of gun shot before ho discovered we had
anchored, had not the hawser unfortunately

parted. My ship had takeu fire Bcverul times
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re several times

tcotli of a hoivvy Uro of lon;^ oightccns, but

cannot impose miou luiy 0110 olsc Other ac-

counts were roi^eivcd of this cngngeiuent tlian

during the action, but alarmingly so forward

and aft at this laoment, the tlanies were burst-

ing up each hatchway, and no ho]ie.-i were
enterlaiued of saving her ; our distance from

the slmre did imt exceed tiiroe (piarters of a

mile, and 1 iioped many of my liravo crew
would be able to save tiiemselves, should the

ship blow up, as I was informed the lire was
near tiie magazine, and tiie exiilosion (jf a large

quantity of poweler below served to increase the

horror of our situation—our boats were de-

stroyed by the enemy's shot; I therefore di-

rected those who could swim Vo jump overljoard,

and en loavour to gain the shore. Some reaciie 1

it—some were taken l)y the enemy, ar. 1 soi'ie

perished in tile atteniiit ; but most jirefer.'ed

sharing with me the fate of the shiji. We,

who iviiiaiiu'd. now turne<l our attenti(ui wholly

to exlingui-hiiig the flames ; and when we
had siiecee>k'd went again to our guns, where
tlie liring was kept up for some minutes, but

the ci\\\ had by this time become so weakened,

that tliey all ileclarod to me the impossibility of

making luither resistance, and entreated me to

surrender my ship to save the wounded, as all

further attempt at oi)position must prove

ineffectual, almosL every gun being disabled by
the destruction of llieir crews. 1 now sent for tiio

oUicers of divisions to consult them ; but what

was in

those furnished by the officers engaged on

either side, and, in the private letters from

some of the on-lookers, not one syllable is

and my ship Avas cut up in a manner whicii was
perhaps, never before witnessed—in fine, I saw
no iiopes of saving lier, and at liO minutes after

li l'..M. gave the iiainfiil onler to strike the

Colours. "0 nieii, inehiding otlicers, were all

that remained of my whole crew, after the

action, capal)le of dning iluty, and many of

them severely wounded, some of whom have
since died, 'i'lie enemy still continued his fire,

and my brave though unfortunate companions,

were still falling about me. I directed an op-

posite gun to be fired, to shew them wo
intended no further resistance ; but they did not

desist ; four men were killdl at my side, and
others in ditiercnt parts of the ship. I noAV

believed he intended to shew us no quarter,

ami that it would be as well to die with my
flag flying as struck, and was on the point of

again lioisting it, when about ten miiio^ "s after

hauling the colours down he ceased tiling.

I cannot speak in sufliciently high terms of

the conduct of those engaged for such an un-

par.alleled length of time, under such circum-

stances, with me, in the ariiuous and unequal

contest. Let it sufTice to say that more bravery,

skill, patriotism and zeal were never displayed

on any occasion. Kvery one seemed determined
to die in defence of their much loved country's

cause, and nothing but views of humanity could

J surpri/.e to find only acting Lieut.
| ever have reconciled them to the surrender of

Stephen Decatur M'Kuight remaining, (wdioj the ship ; they remembered the wounded and
conlirmed the report respecting the condition

j

helpless shipmate;^ below. To acting lieuten-

ants ^M'Kuight and Odenheimer I feel much
indebted for their great cxerti<in3 and bravery
throughout the action in fighing and eiicourag-

of tiie guns on the gun deck—those on the spar

deck were not in a better state). Lieut. Wilnier,

after fi;.;;hliiig most gallantly through the action,

had been kiiocke.l overboard by a splinter wLile

getting the >heet anchor from the bows ami
ing the men at their divisions, for the dexterous

nianagement of the long guns, and for their

wasdrowiK'd. Acting Lieut. John G. Cowell had: promptness in remanning their guns as their

lost a leg ; Mr. Kdw. IJarnewall, acting sailing crews were slaughtered. The conduct of that

master had been carried below after receiving: bravo and heroic officer, acting lieutenant John
two severe wounds, one in the breast and one G. Cowell, who lost his leg in the latter part of

in the face ; and acting Lieut. William IL Odeii-i the action, excited the admiration of every man
heimer had been knocked overboard from the

| in the ship, and after being wounded would not

•luarter an instant before, and did not regain! consent to be taken below until loss of blood

tlie ship u'llil after the surrender. I was in- rendered him insensible. Mr. Eilward ]?arne-

fornied that the cockpit, the steerage, the

wardroinii and the berth deck could contain

no more wounded ; that the wounded were

killed while the surgeons were dressing tlieni,

and that unless something was speedily done

to prevent it, the ship would soon sink from the

number of shot holes in her bottom. And on

sending for the carpenter he informed us that all

his crew had been killed or wounded, and that

ho had once been over the side to stop the leaks

when his slings had been shot away, audit was

well acting sailing master, whose activity and
courage was equally conspicuous, returned on
deck after his first wound, and remained after

receiving his second until fainting with loss of

blood. Mr. Samuel 15. Johnson who had Joined

me the day before, and acted as marine otiieer,

conducted himself with great bravery, and ex-

erted himself in assisiing at the long guns; the

musketry after the first half hour being useless,

from our long distance.

Jlr. M. W. Bostwiek, whom I had appointed

with diBiculty ho was saved from drowning. I acting purser of the Essex Junior, and who was

The enemy from the smoothness of the water, {on board my ship, did the duties of aid, in a

and the impossibilitj' of our reaching him with! manner which reflects on him the highest hon-

our carronades, and the little apprehension that our, and midshipmen Isaacs, Farragut and Og-

was excited by our fire ivhieli had now become: den, as well as acting niiilshipinen James Terry,

much slackened, was onab'ed to take aim at us
j

James 11. Lyman and Samuel Duzenbury, and

as at li target ; liis ^hot never missed our hull,
I master's mate William Pierce exerted themselves
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iiK'iitioiu'il of tho IJritisli vessels liiviilinp; off' in a neutrtil port, althnuf^h ooiifessinj;, a.

to repiiii' daniai^cs. Aj^iiiii, Captain l'i)!t(U'

cnJoavours to insinuate that ho wns attacked

in tho pcrformiinco of tlipir respective diitios

nnd {lave ;in Ciirncst of tlicif value to the service;

the three fii'Mt are too yomin to recoiniiiend for

promotion, the latter 1 lieg U'ave to reuonnaend

for conlii-niatioii as well as the acting lietiten-

nut-i, and Messrs. liarncwull, Johnston and

Iiostwiek.

We liave been unfortunate, but not disgraced.

Tiie defence of the Kssex has not been lessjioii-

ovable to her oflicers and crew, than tlie capture

of an e(]ual force, an<l I now consider inj" situa-

tion less unpleasant than that of connnodore

llillyar, avIio, in violation of every jii-inciple (>f

honour and generosity, and regardless of the

rights of nations, attacked tho Essex in her

crippleil state ; witliin pistol shot of neuti'al

shore ; when for six weeks I had daily oflered

him fair and honorable eoniliat, on terms greatly

to his advantage ; the blood of the slain must be

on his head, and ho has yet to reconcile his

conduct to heaven, to his conscience and to the

world.

My lo-is has been <lrcadfully severe, 58 killeil

or have since died of their wounds; and among
them lieutenant Cowell ; o\) were severely

wounded, L'7 slightly, and lil aremissiujc; mak-
ing in all 15t, killed, Avouuded, and mitising, a

list of whose names is annexed.

The i>roi'essioiial knowledge of Dr. llichard

Hoffman, acting surgeon, and Doct(U' Alex;unler

Moiitgomerj', acting surgeiai's mate, added to

their assiduity and the benevolent attentions

ond a*sista"ce of Mr. D. P. Adams, the chaplain,

saved the li': of many of the wminded, those

gentlemen liave been indefatigiblein their atten-

tions to them ; tho two first I beg leave to re-

commend for confirmation, and the latter to the

notice of the department.

I must in justification of myself observe, that

with our six twelve pounders alone we fought

this action, our carrouades being almost use-

less.

The loss in killed and wounded has been

great with tho enemy; among the former is the

first lieutenant of the riiiwbe, and of the latter

captain Tucker of the Cherub, whose wounds
are severe. IJoth the Essex and l'Iia>be were in

a sinking state, and it was with difHculty they

could be kept afloat until they anchored in

Valparaiso next morning. The battered state

of the Essex, will, I believe, prevent her ever

reaching England, and I also think it will be out

of their power to i-epair the damages of the

riiirbe so as to enable her to doul)lc Cape Horn.

All tho masts and yards of the Phoebe and Che-

rub are badly crippleil, and their hulls nuieh

cut up ; the former had eighteen twelve pound
shot thi'ough her below her water line, some
three foot under water. Nothing but the smooth-

ness of the water saved both the Phiebo and
Essex.

I hope Sir, that our conduct mayjirove satis-

factory to our country, ami that it will testify i

do/on lines iiliovo, tliiit lie was unable tu ro

cover tho common anchorage.

it by obtaining our citeedy oxehange, tluit we
nniy again have it in our power to prove our
/.eal.

(!onimodore llillyar, I am infnrnioil, has
thought proper to st ite to his liov"vi>'ni.iit tlmt

the action lasted only 1.") minutes; slumld he
have done so, the motive may 1)0 easily di^icovereil

—but the thousands of disinterested witnesses
who covered the surrounding hills can teslifv

thi'.t we fought his shiiis for two hours and a
half; upwards of fifty broadsides were fired liy

llie enemy agreeable to their own accounts, ami
upwards of seventy five by ours ; excejiting the

low niinutos 'i.oy were repairing daumges the

firing was incessant.

Soon after my cajiture T enteral into nn agree-

ment with connnodore llillyar to disai'iu mv
prizc the Essex .Juidor. and proeccil with

the survivors of my ollieers and cri v/ in her
to the United States, taking with me all her
oflieers antl ciew. lie consented to grant her a

passport to secure hiu' from reeaptnre. The i-hiit

was small and we knew we hail much to suffer,

yet wo hoped soon to reach our country in

safety, that we might again have it in our power
to servo it. This arrangement was i.. 'lukd

with no additional expence, as she was abmi-
dantly supplied with provisions and stores for

the voyage.

In justice to commodore llillyar, I must ob-

serve, that, although I can never be reconciled

to the manner of his attack on the Essex, or to

his conduct before the action, ho has, since oiu-

capture shewni the greatest hnmainty to my
wounded, whom he jiermitted me to land on con-

dition that the United States should bear their

expenses, and has endeavoured as nuicli as lay

in his power to alleviate the distresses of war
by the most generous and delicate deportment
towards myself and oflico'-s and crow; he gave
01 dors that tho projjerty jf every person should

bo rosjjccted—his orders, however, were not

so strictly attended to as might have been ex-

pected ; besides being deprived of books, charts.

Ac. &c., both myself and officers lost many arti-

cles of our clothing, some to a consiilerable

amount. I should not have considered this last

cireunistanco of sufficient importance to notice,

did it not mark a stirking difference between the

navy of Great liritain and that of the United
States, highly creditable to the latter.

Jjj/ llir (trririil of the Ttii/ii.i, a fur dii//.'-. aftir

nn/ rapture, I ira-t iiiJ'oriiir(f that hexides the i-hijts

irhirh had arrired In the I'arijic in pursuit of me,

and tlione still expected, otherx were nent to erui:e

for me in the China feitx, ofl' Xew Zealand, Timor
and New Jlollund, and that another frigate was
sent to the Hirer la Plata.

To possess the Essex it has cost the British

government near six nnllions of dollars, and yet,

sir, her capture was owing entirely to accident

:

and if we consider the expedition with which
naval contests arc now decided, the action is a
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\ftlloiliit that time to whiitwasudupted in tlie presents tin havin;^ lieen ennipped, nuini\ed,

United States. In liritisli vessels imitation !an(l despateluMl to various parts of tiie worlJ,

port holes were painted,whilst in American,
, for no otiier purjioso tiian tlmt of eajiturin^^

a plain white or red riband was painted from the redoubtable Captain l>aviil Porter—six

stem to Htorn, Captain I'ortcr know per- luillions of dollars spent in dtjspatehing fresh

fectly well when makinj^ his stutementof his
j

vessels to the Pacilie, besides those already

capture of twelve letters of nnirijuo, that he there, to the (.'hliiese Seas, to Timor, to New
would not docoivo sailor-s, especially as ho, Zealand, to Now Holland, and as if one side

jvdmits that the vessels were employed in tho of the continent might bo Iiisniricient to re-

strain Captain Porter's ardour, vessels to tho

lUo do la JMata wero also found nocossary.

sporniacoti whale lishery,

To any ono who has over seen tho docks

of a vessel while on tho fishing grounds and ^^ ^^"''^''^" squadron, at tho present time

tho state ofhor decks, the absurdity of Capt. «"rP"Sod to be cruising somewhere m our

Porter's representing vessels of ono hundred ^"'1''^" pcssessions, has not excited half tho

alarm, nor do we find that hall tho prepara-

tions have been made, which wcro deemed

necessary to ensure tho capture of our Ame-
rican frigate. Enough, however, of Captain

and soventy-fivo tons as carrying ten gnns,

or being pierced for eighteen, is simply ridi-

culous. Wo have, however, shown on a pre-

vious occasions an attempt by would-bo

American Nelsons to swell the capture of l^'"'''l ^'''yt^'^"^! his ridiculous attempt at

self-glorification.

The Americans, not yet satisfied that the

„.,, . , „ chance of comiuoring
Fiflh InvnMnn of Pii- / "

imdii by ii United tstiiti-s Canada was hopeless, dc-
'""'^'

torniined, early in 1814,

West India droghers and other coasting ves-

sels, into " gallant and successful carrying

of II. M. S. armed vessel, of fifteen tons,

twelve guns, and ninety men." Such, in

sooth, is very much tho spirit in which Capt.

Porter dictated his report ; the gallant com-
j

to make another attempt. "Wo find, accord-

mauder forgot, however, in his estimate of ingly, that, from the liegin ing of April to

the cost to tho British Governmoni- of tho
: tho end of Juno, General Ik-own, the Ameri-

capturo of the Essex, to record the fact of tho can commander, was actively engaged in

ultimate re-capture of many of tho vessels, 'preparing his army of invasion. Towards

and of all their cargoes. the end of June, tho Secretary at War, at

ship, confident that the claim would 1)0 made by
my govermucnt to more effect. Finding some
diificulty in the sale of my prizes, 1 had taken
tho Hector and Catharine out to sea and burnt
them Avith their cargoes.

I exchanged lieutenant M"Knight, Mr. Adams,
and .Mr. Lyiaan and eleven seamen for part of

the crow of the Sir Andrew Ifaniniond, and
sailecl from Valparaiso on the 27th April,

where the enemy were still patching up their

ships to put them in a state for proceeding to

llio do Janeiro previous to going to England.

Annexed is a list of the remains of niy crow
to be exchanged, as also a copy of the corres-

pondence between comnioduro Jlillyar and my-
self on that suliject. I also send you a list of

the prisoners I have taken during my cruize,

amounting to 34o.

I )»avo the honor to be, &c. D. TORTER,

The honorable Secretary of the

navy of the Uiiitod States,

AVashiuKtou.

dishonour to them. Had they brought tlieir

ships boldly into action with a force so very su-

perior, aud having tlie choice of position, they

should either have captured or destroyed us in

a fourth the time they were about it.

During the action, our consul ycneral, Mr.

Poinsett, culled on the governor «/ Vut/xiruiso,

and rc(]ue.ited that the batteries might protect the

Essex. This request was refused, hut he promised

that if she should succeed in fighting her icai/ to

the common anchorage he 'oulil send an officer

to the liritish eominamlo and reipiest him to

cease tiring, but declineil using force under any
circumstances, and there is no doubt of a perfect

understanding existing between them ; this con-

duct added to the assistance given to the Bri-

tish, and their friendly reception after the

action, and the stroiig bias of the faction which
govern Chili in favour of the English, as well as

their hostility to the Americans, induced Mr.
Poinsett to leave that country. Under such

eirciuustances, I did not conceive it would be

proper for me to claim the restoration of my
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WiiHliiii;:;t<in, juiij^iiif;, it iiuiy lio nuppoHoil,

from IJrowti'H (li>,t|iiitclies, tliiit Hiiffii-ictit pru-

|iiiriitiimM hii(l liooii iniidc, iHsuod liis lint "tn

ciiri'v Fcirt Kric, ami 1/oivt up the ciioiny'!*

(jimrterM nt riiippowii;" mldinjr, iiowiniT,

tlio prmlont pruviHo tlint " in ciiwo liin (tlio

IJritisli) t!ot>t j;«'tH tlio control of Lake Onta-

rio, you lire inunndiatcly to ro-orosM tlu>

Btriiit." A few of the heads of (ienoral Arni-

strong'H " headH of plan of eampaij^n" are

intorestln;!;, aH they show Iiow very eortain

tho Seovetary at War Uail made himself that

nil liis piauH were to suececd, Tiie Hrst was,

Tliat Hucli portiouH of tho Erie fleet, and of

tho garrison at Detroit, as tho officer com-

nmndinji; may deem necessary for tho pur-

pose, 1)0 despatched without delay to the

western lakes, with orders to attack or cap-

ture a British fort or depot, cstal)lished at

Matcl'adasli liny, on Lake Huron ; recapture

Michilimacinay, itc. Tiiese orders very ex-

plicit, and doubtless, when issued. General

Armstrong:; considered tiicm as alrcaily

executed. "\Vo showed, however, in our last

chapter the miecrahlo failure which attended

nil tlio operations undertaken in this direc-

tion, and that tho Americans, instead of

crowning themselves) with glory and rich

furs, reaped only a harvest of defeat and

disgrace.

Simultaneous orders were also issued to

Lrin;;; all surplus vessels on Lake Erie to as-

sist in transporting the left division to the

Canadian shore, and that such division, after

landing, should " bo marclied as expediti-

ously iva possible on tho British position at

liurlingtf)n Ray, to sicgo and fortify that post,

and, liaving tlms cut the enemy's line of land

communication between York and Fort

George, await the arrival and co-operation of

tho Ontario fleet." This was, of course, as-

suming that Chauncey had disposed of Sir

James Yeo and his fleet, and that such would

bo tho case, Armstrong does not appear to

have doubted, as ho adds, " Tho comm.md-

ers of tho two armies will have within their

choice, a speedy investment of Fort George

and Niagara ; rapid descent on Sackett's

Harbour; a junction with the brigade at

that post, and a direct attack on Kings-

ton."

Having completed his arrangements, Gen,

„ I ,, .
Brown, on receipt of

ci.iiiinti.ii (.r K.'iurnl Gen.Armstrong's instruc

tions, iHsued the fallow

ing general order, dated July 2d. IHll ;_
" Major-Gen. Brown has the sati /action

to announce to tho tn^'ps of iiis division on

the frontier, tlmt ho is authorized by the

orders of lii« Government, to put them in mo-

tion against the enemy. The first and hq-

corid brigades, witli tho corps of arti'lery,

will cross tho strait before them, this niglit,

or as early to-morrow as possiliie. The ne-

cessary instructions havo been given to the

brigadiers, and by them to the commanding
officers of regiments and corps,

L'pon entering Canada tho laws of war will

govern ; men found in arms, or otherwise

engaged in tho service of tho enemy, will be

treated as enemies ; those behaving jieace-

ably, and following tlieir private occupations,

will be treated as friends. Private property,

in all cases, will bo held sacred : public pro-

perty, whenever found, will bo seized and

disposed of by the conunanding general. Our
utmost protection will be given to all who
join, or who evince a desire to join us.

Plundering is prohibited. Tho Major-

General docs not apprehend any difficulty

on this account, with the regular army and

volunteers who press to tho standard of their

country, to avenge her wrongs, and to gain

a name in arms. Profligate men, wiio fidlow

tho army for plunder, must not expect that

they will esca^ ''.o vengeance of the g.allant

spirits who pro struggling to exalt tho na-

tional character. Any plunderer shall be

punished with death who may bo found vio-

lating this order."

After tho specimen of humanity afforded

by the party under Colonel Campbell, who
landed on the 13th May, at Dover, General

Brown's assertion that from tho United

States regulars, he apprehended nothing on

thescore ofmarauding orplundering, appears

supremely ridiculous. It must be borne in

mind that tho detachment in question was not

composed of profligate men, who followed tho

army for plunder, but of United States regular

infantry, the absurdity is therefore heigh-

tened when it is remembered that, sonotorious

was the conduct ofthose men.that it was found
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nocii.'sary, for nppearaiu'o' huIco, to h<dd n

court of enipiiry, lunl that the result of naid

empiiry wax, not adispi f of.'xcesses having

boon comuuttod, but uiorely thut there were

extenuating circum^^tanfcs. Another point

worthy of remark in this general order is tin

invitation hehl out to tho Canadians to turn

traitors. IJy thus stooping to invite nu>n to

commit a m -it dastardly action, the Ameri-

can Ocneral decidedly lowi'red his own and

the character of the troops ho commanded.

Wo have fouinl, howcner, that tho same

course was ad.pjitod on overy occasion when

temptation could bo extended, and from this

fact tho only inference to be drawn is that

the Americans |)iissessed no very keen sense

of homir themscdvex, and, perhaps, from not

knowing what honesty meant, were aNo in-

clined to give others credit for not being

burthenod with tho commodity,

Tho force assembled by Oenoral Brown,

80 far as we can gather

from tho various Ameri-

can accounts, amounted to at least a body of

three thousand regular infantry, besidi-s

about a thousand volunteers and Indians,

making in all a force of some four thousand

one hundred men. This numlier includeil

four hundre<l artillery and a s((uadron of

dragoons. Besides this regular force there

wore, according to Janu\s, "between Erie

and Lowislon, tht; 1st regiment of infantry,

a regular riile corps, and from two to three

hundred volunteers, under Colonel Swift."

These two bodies mustered ccdloctively five

thousand strong, and even this is not all, as

tho militia of tho district arc not included,

nor tho regular fu-co which Commodore
Cliauncey was expected to bring from Sac-

kett's Harbour, It is clear, then, that Gen.

Armstrong expected that tho attack would be

made by a fiu'co of at least ton thousand men.

Fortunately for Upper Canada, those over-

whelming numbers were prevented, in con-

sequence of Channcey's not acquiring a su-

periority in Lake Ontario, from uniting, and

tho two divisions which crossed the strait

did not much exceed four thousand men.

Even these numbers, however, were fearful

odds when tho strength of their opponents is

considered ; the British troops mustering,

along tho whole Niagara frontier, only seven-

teen hundred and eighty rank and file, out

of wlii<'h numb.T, too, tho garrisons at KortH

Krie, (icorge, .Missisagu, and Niau'ara numt

l»o subtracted, leaving an available force oi"

"even hundred ami sixty r(<!'ulars at General

lUall's disposal. To this nunilicr \m\>^t,

however, bo added three hun»lred sedentary

militia and as many Indians, in all thirteen

hundred ami fifty nn-n to oppose an invading

force of four thousaml. (ieneral Kiall was

eciinpelled, l)(>sides, to almost strip tho fiirts

if their garrisons when marching against

Mrown at Chippewa.

It appears as if Canada owed almost as

much to the incapacity or diiVei'ene(>s of tho

American comnmnders, as was due to tho

gallantry of tho troops. We have shown

that this was the fact in previous invasions,

,inil it would appear that the present attempt

did not furni^ h an exception. This conclu-

sion nniy bo dcdined from the fdlowing ex-

tract from General Urown's memnnunla of

occurrences in tho campaign of 1^11, on tho

Niagara ;

—

" Toward the evening of the 2nd, General

llipley (the second in command) ajipeared

to bo much discomposed. lie objected to

the division nunlo of the transports, and

complained that ho would not be aide to cross

with sufficient force ; that the principal

lighting would bo above the fort where ho

was ordered to land, and that he had seen

lights during tho night and snmko during

tho day, for some time past. Gen. Brown
endeavoured to satisfy him, but in vain. Ilo

(I'ipley) tendered his resignation, which was

not accepted, as tho General was inflexibly

determined that tho army should cross agree-

iibly to the arrangements ho had made,"

It is difficult to understand on what grounds

tho American General could have liased his

objections. By thoir spies tho Americans

were fully informed as to the smalbicss of

the num1)ers that could be mustered against

them, and, in fact, th(>y were in this instance

too well served by their spies, by whom thoy

were led to believo that the British did not

imount to one thousand men, regulars, mi-

litia, and Indians all included. That this

was tho case was proved by General Brown

lividing his force, in order to prevent the pos-

sibility of the garrison at Fort Eric escaping.
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Whatever wero Kipley's reasons for dissa-

tisfaction, it is certain that the movement of

his division across the river was made more
slowly than that of the other, under General

Scott. It is a1)solutely necessary not to pass

over these indications of want of unanimity

amonti; the American commamlors, as it

would otiierwiso bo laying ourselves open to

the same charges that are so justly preferred

against American historians ofdistorting the

truth. This insinuation must be particu-

larly guarded against by the English chron-

icler of the war, inasmuch as it generally

falls to his lot to recount the defeat of large

bodies of Americans by very .'nferior force
;

hoflce other reasons must bo sought than

the more difference in the bravei-y of the

troops, and these are very readily found in

the incapacity and quarrels of the comman-
ders.

Surrender of Fort Erie.

The two divisions having crossed on the

3rd ofJuly, invested Fort

Erie, which, being inca-

pal)lc of actual defence, both from the nature

of the fortifications and the smallness of its

garrison, was at once surrendered. Here wc
would direct attention to that part of General

Brown's despatch Avhcre it is stated that

" Fort Erie did not, as I assured you it

should not, detain me a single day." Tliis

is particularly absurd, when it is remembered

that, by American accounts, the garrison

only amounted to one hundred and seventy,

and that General Wilkinson in his memoirs

distinctly states that "Fort Erie was in a

defenceless condition."

The American divisions landed, one a mile

and a half above, and the other the same dis-

tance below Erie, so that no opposition could

be brought to bear from the guns of the fort;

and, on its surrender, the garrison was

promptly despatched across the river, and

marched into the interiorof New York State,

a detachment of artillery and a few infiint\y

being left as a garrison ; three iirmed schoon-

ers, under the command of Lieutenant Ken-

nedy, being stationed as a further security

under its walls.

It was not until 8 A.M. that General Riall

received the intelligence of the Americans

having landed, and he instantly, on receipt

of the information, ordered five companies of

JL
the Royal Scots to advance as a reinforcement

of the post. The advance of this body was,

however, checked by the intelligence of the

surrender of the fort. General Riall then

determined on an immediate attack, but was

induced, by its being represented to him that

the 8th regiment was hourly expected from

York (now Toronto), to postpone the attack

until the morning of the 4th. On the morn-

ing of the 4th the attack was accordingly

made.

In the letters of Veritas, some very perti-

nent remarks are made on this subject, which

we transcribe:— "General Riall's attack

upon the enemy, under so great a dispropor-

tion of force, as probably five to one, has

been censured by many; but the probability

is, that if he had not done so, and broke in

upon their plan of operations, bj' that daring

and unexpected manoeuvre, they, probably,

without the aid of their fleet, would (by

appearing to threaten an attack upon our

lines at Chippewa) have marched to the left,

and have actually cut off our communication

with Burlington, as originally intended.

"In this view of the subject, his attack

was fortunate, and the retreat afterwards

made by him is deserving of credit, from

having been elected in good order, without

loss of men, artillery, stores, or baggage ; so

that the confidence of his troops remained

unabated. Had he retreated in the first

instance without fighting, the probability is

that his men would have been dispirited, as

considering such a retrograde movement then

premature."

We fully concurwith the- opinions oppressed

by Veritas, which we think are fully borne

out by a consideration of the jjlans laid down

by the Secretary at War, and the adoption of

this movement by General Riall, when igno-

rant of the force A the enemy, can only be

considered as a proot of the judgment and

bravery of that oflicer, who was only anxious

to prevent a j unction with the force that might

be expected in the fleet.

From Major-Gcncral Eiall to Lieutenant- General

Sir G. Dntnmond.

Chippewa, July C.

Sin,—I have the honour to inform you

that the enemy effected a landing on the

morning of the 3d instant at the ferry, op-
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ppewa, July G.

ir to inform you

landing on the

at the ferry, op-

posite Black Rock, having driven in the

picquet of the garrison of I'urt Firie. I was

made acquainted with the circumstance about

eight in the morning, and gave orders for the

immediate ailvanco to Chippewa of five com-

panies of the royal Scots, under Lieutenant-

Colonel Gordon, to reinforce the garrison of

that place. Lieutenant-Colonel Peai'son had

moved forward from thence with the light

companies of the 100th, some militia, and a

few Indians, to reconnoitre their position and

numbers ; ho found them posted on the ridge

parallel with the river, near the ferry, and

in strong force. I received instructions from

Major Buck, that they had also landed a con-

siderable force above Fort Erie. In conse-

quence of the King's regiment, which I had

every reason to expect the day before from

York, not having arrived, I was prevented

from making an attack that night.

The following morning, tlio 4th, a body of

their troops were reported to be advancing

by the river ; I moved to reconnoiti'c, and

found them to b'o in considerable force, with

cavalry and artillery, and a large body of

riflemen. Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson was
in advance during this roconnoisanco with

the light company of the royal Scots, .and

the flank company of the 100th, and a few of

the 19th light dragoons, four of whom, and

eight horses, were wounded in a skirmish

with the enemy's riflemen.

Having been joined by the King's regi-

ment on the morning of the 5th, I made my
dispositions for attack at four o'clock in the

afternoon. The light companies of the royal

Scots, and 100th regiment, with the second

Lincoln militia, formed the advance under

Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson. The Indian

warriors were, throughout, on our right

flanks in the woods. The troops moved in

three columns, the third (the King's regi-

ment) being in advance. The enemy had

taken up a position with his right resting

on some buildings and orchards, close on

the river Niagara, and strongly supported by

artillery ; his left towards the wood, having

a considoraljle body of riflemen and Indians

in front of it.

Our Indians and militia were shortly en-

gaged with the enemy's riflemen and Indi-

anti, who at first checked their advance : but

the light troops being brought to their sup-

port, they succeeded, after a sharp contest,

in dislodging them, in a very handsome

style. I placed two light twenty-four pound-

ers and afivc-an<l-a-half inch howitzer against

the right of the enemy's position, and formed

the royal Scots and 100th regiment, with the

intention of making a movement upon his

left, which deployed Avith the greatest regu-

larity, and opened a very heavy five. I im-

mediately moved up the King's r'jglment to

the right, while the royal Scots and 100th

regiment were directed to charge the enemy
in front, for which they advanced with tho

greatest gallantry, under a most destructive

tire. I am sorry to say, however, in this atr

tempt they suifered so severely, that I was

obliged to withdraw them, finding their fur-

ther efforts against the superior numbers of

the enemy would be unavailing. Lieutenant

Colonel Gordon and Lieutenant-Colonel the

Marquis of Tweeddale, couimanding these re-

giments, being wounded, as were most of the

officers belonging to each, I directed a re-

treat to be made upon Chippew;;, which was
conducted with good order and regularity,

covered by the King's regiment, under Major

Evans, and the light troops under Lieutenant

Colonel Pearson ; and I have pleasure in

saying, that not a single prist fell into

the enemy's hands, except those who were

disabled from wounds. From the report of

some prisoners, we have made the enemy's

force to amount to about six thousand men,

with a very nun\^-ous train of artillery, hav-

ing been augmented by a very large body of

troops, which moved down from Fort Erie

immediately before the commencement of the

action. Our own force, in regular troops,

amounted to about fifteen hundred, exclusivo

of tho militia and Indians, of which last de-

scription thnre were not above three hundred.

Fort Erie, 1 understand, surrendered upon
capitulation, on the 3d inst. Although this

affair was not attended with the success

which I had hoped for, it will be gratifying

to you to learn that the officers and men be-

haved with the greatest gallantry. I am
particularly indebted to Lieutenant-Colonel

Pearson for the very great assistance I have

received from him, and for the manner in

which he led his light troops into action.
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Lieutepanb-Colonel Gordon, and Lieutenant-

Colonel the Marquis of Tweeildale, and Major

Evans, commanding tiie King's regiments,

merit my warmest praise for the good ex-

ample they showed at the head of their re-

spective regiments.

The artillery, under the command of Capt.

Macconnofhie, was ably served, and directed

with good effect; and I am particularly

ohligod to Major Lisle, of the 10th light dra-

goons, for the manner in which he covered

and protected one of the twenty-four-pound-

ers which had been disabled. I have reason

to be highly satisfied with the zeal, activity,

and intelligence of Captain Holland, my
aide-de-camp. Captain Eliot, deputy-assistant

quartcr-master-general ; stafiF-adjutant Greig,

and Lieutenant Fox, of the royal Scots, who
acted as Majorof brigade during the absence

of Major Glegg at Fort George. The conduct

of Lieutenant-Colonel Dixon, of the 2d Lin-

coln militia, has been most exemplary ; and

I am very much indebted to him for it, on

this as well as on other occasions, in which

he has evinced the greatest zeal for his Ma-

jesty's service. The conduct of the officers

and men of this regiment has also been highly

praiseworthy. Lioutenant-Colonel Pearson

has reported to me, in the most favourable

terms, the excellent manner in which Lieut.

Ilorton, with a part of the 10th light dra-

goons, observed the motions of the enemy,

while he occupied the position he took on

his first landing, and during his advance to

this place.—I have, &o.,

P. lilALL, Major-Gen.

General Brown's despatch is short,* but

- , ,, . . , , is remarkable for one
General Hrowu s despatch.

feature, viz., that, even

with the knowledge of his own strength, he

could not have been very sanguine of ultimate

success. The General distinctly states that,

with his gallant and accomplished troops, he

will break down all opposition between him
and Lake Ontario; but he is careful to ciualify

this admission by adding that " ifjoined by

the fleet, all will be well," but that, if such

junction should not take place, ho will eudoa-

vour to avoid disgrace.

Some of the American accounts of the

battle of Chippewa are worthy of notice for

their outrageous extravagance. !Mr. O'Con-

nor, for instance, states that the British regu-

lars suffered defeat from an inferior force,

principally volunteers and militia, inferior

in everything but courage to the vamjuishod

enemy. Yet this same writer was in posses-

sion of official documentswiiiciiparticulnri/cd

the presence of four regiments of rcp:uli\r in-

fantry and a corps of artillery, and the fact

of these bodies having suffered severely in

the engagement. This statement was made,

too, in direct opposition to General AVilkin-

son's account, which states the effective

strength of General Scott's brigade alciic at

eleven hundred regular infiintry, and the

foi'co that crossed the strait under Geucial

Brown at about three thousand live lunulroJ

men, including twenty-seven hundred rcgu-

lars.f

^ From Mujor-Genrnil Brown to the American
Secretary at War,

Chippewa Plains, July 6, 1814.

Sin,—Excuse my silence ; I have been mucli

eng.iged ; Fort Erie did not, a:^ I assured you it

should not, detHin mo a sinnjle diiy. At cloven

o'clock on the night of tbo 4th, I arrived at tliis

place witli the reserve, deueral Scutt having
taken the position about noon witli the van.

My arrangements for tin-ning ami taking in the

rear the enemy's position cast of Chippewa was
made, when Major-Gcneral lliall, suspecting

our intention, and ailhering to the rule that it

is better to give tlmn to receive an attiick, cnmc
from behind Ids works about five o'clock in llie

afternoon of the fitli in order of buttle. AVc liiil

not baulk him. Before six o'clock iiis line wns
broken and liis forces defeated, leaving on tlic

field 400 killed and wounded. lie wiis closely

pressed, and would have been utterly luincil,

but for the proximity of his works, whitlicr he

fled for shelter.

The wounded of the enemy, and those of our

own army, i:;iust be attended to. They will be

removed to Buffalo. This, with my limited

means of transportation, will take a day or two,

after which I shall advance, not doubting but

that the gallant ami accomplished troops I lead,

will break doAvn all opposition between me tuid

Lake Ontario, when, if met by the fleet, all is

well—if not, under the favor of heaven, we shall

behave in a way to avoid disgrace. My detailed

report shall be nnvdo in a day or two.

I am, with the highest respect, &c.,

Jacou Brown.
Hon. Secretary of War.

f Wilkinson's Memoirs, Vol. I., pages C4C,

(552, 654, 058.

"
\-
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Movomeuts of t)ie American
ni'uiy.

One of the strongest proofs that can he

adduced of the Ameri-

cans 7iol haviiKj (jaiacd

a victory at Chippewa, is that General Brown

remained from the 4th to the 8th before he

could summon up residntion to make another

attempt a,!j;ainst General Riall, who still

maintained his position at Chippewa. On
the 8th the American General resolved on a

forward movement, and after a alight skir-

mish with some of General lliall's artillery

(a small bod}' of men with two guns), the

Chippewa creek was crossed, and the Ameri-

cans advanced as far as (^uoenston, General

Kiull retreating to Fort George.

From the 8th of July to the 23rd of tl'C

Couerai Riowirs inaction month, General Srowu,
ana tiuiiaify.

^^.jjj^ j^jg ^.Qnuous force,

was content to remaii without cLriking a

blow, unless an occasional demonstration

before Forts George and Mississaga, or the

WJT.'ion conllagration of the village of St.

David's, be considered as such. During this

time, the American General wrote the most

moving letters to Commo „• v" Chauncey,

almost imploring his co- peration.

"All accounts agree," writes Gen. Brown,
" that the force of the enemj' at Kingston is

very light. Meet me on the Lake shore,

north of Fort George, with your fleet, and

we will be able, 1 have no douljt, to settle a

plan of operations that will break the power

of the enemy in Upper Canada, and ihat in

tlic course of a short time. At .all events,

let me hear from you. I have looked for

your fleet with the greatest anxiety since the

10th. I do not duiibt my ability to meet the

enemy in the field, and to march in any

direction over his country, your fleet carry-

ing for me the necessary supplies. We can

threaten Forts George and Niagara, and carry

Burlington Heights and York; and proceed

direct to Kingston, and carry that place.

For God's sake, let mo see you."*

This letter is remarkable formany reasons,

not the least curious of

which is the pathetic

andalmost touchingappcal of a general, with

four thousand men at his back, to a naval

commander to bring him four thousand more.

to enable him to go in pursuit of an entsmy,

not mustering more than half his number.

The mingled promises and intreaties are

very amusing; in one paragrapli Chauncey

is assured of his (General Brown's] "ability

to meet the enemy in the field," and in the

very next sentence he is entreated " for God's

sake" to come to assist in threatening Fort

George, a fortification which was abiUi-

doned by General MacClure, with a garrison

of two thoiisand men, on account ofitsun-

tenability, This, too, f.t a time when the

garrison did not number five hundred men,

and the fbi'i'O that could be brought against

it re'TcIied four thousand. Another very

Vidiculous feature in this letter is the pro-

mise to Chauncey that, if he will only come

and help, after the uppcrpeninsula is cleared,

the army ivill 2»'oceed to Kiit(/.'iton and carry

the2)lacc, this, too, from a man who remain-

ed with a force quadruple the strength of

that opposing him for thirteen days, with-

out mustering up sufficient courage to at-

tempt more brilliant enterprises than the

burning of an unprotected village, and the

plundering of a few scattered farm houses.

W'" have, hoAvever, occupied too much space

already with the proceedings of such a com-

mander as General Brown, and we very w il-

liugly accompany him back to Chippewa,

to which place he retreated on the 24th,

while under a violent tit of apprehension of

his four thousand men being surrounded or

intercepted. "W^e gladly turn from such an

exhibititm of American generalship to

General lliall, who, after throwing re-in-

forcemei.ts into Forts George and Mississaga

retired towards Burlington heights, where

he expected to bo joined by the 103rd regi-

ment, and the flank companies of the 104th.

This meeting taking place, however, at the

twenty mile creek. General Riall, instantly

retraced his steps, and took up a position

•about thirteen miles from the American

army.

Brown's letter to Chauucoy.

» Wilkinson's Jlcmoirs, Vol. I., page CG6.

Wo will leave the two armies thus posted,

while we notice the atrocities perpetrated

by the Americans during their three weeks

campaign in the Niagara district. In doing

this we -vill take no one sided British ac-

count, but a letter from an American ofiicer,

a majo; .vIcFarland ; we may also refer to
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mmond to Sir G.

act against the enemy (posted at Street's

Creek, with his advance at Chippewa) on

my arrival if it sliould be found expedient.

—

I ordered lieutenant-colonel Tucker, at the

game time to proceed up the ri;j;ht hank of

the river, Avitli 300 of the ;Ust, about 200 of

the royal Scots, and a body of Indian war-

riors, supported (on the river) by a party of

armoil seamen, under captain Doljbs, royal

uavy. The object of this movement was to

disperse or capture, a body of the enemy en-

camped at Lewiston. Some unavoidable

delay having occurred in the march of the

troops up the right bank, the enemy had

moved off previous to li^ •^enant-colonel

Tucker's arrival. I have to express myself

satisfied with the exertions of that officer.

Having refreshed the troops atQuecnstown,

and having brought aci'oss the ''1st, royals,

and Indians, I sent back the 41st and 100th

regiments, to form the garrisons of forts

George, Mississaga, and Niagara, under

lieutenant-colonel Tucker, and nioved with

the 89th, and detachments of the royals and

king's, and light company of the 41st, in all

about 800 men, to join major-general Riall's

division at the Falls.

When ai'rivcd within a few miles of that

position, I met r« report from major-general

Riall that the enemy was advancing in great

force. I immediately pushed on, and joined

the head of lieutenant-colonel Morrison's

columns just as it reached the road leading

to the lieaver Dam, over the summit of the

hill at Lundy's Lane. Instead of the whole

of major-general lliall's division, which I

expected to have found occupying this posi-

tion, I found it almost in the occupation of

the enemy, whoso columns were within GOO

yards of the top of the hill, and the sur-

rounding woods filled with his light troops.

The advance of major-general lliall's divi-

sion, consisting of the Glengarry light infan-

try and incorporated militia, having com-

menced a retreat upon Fort George, I coun-

termanded these corps, and formed the 80th

regiment, the royal Scots detachment, and

the 4l8t light company, in the rear of the

hill, their left resting on the great road ; my
two 24 pounder brass field guns a little ad-

vanced, in front of the centre, on the summit

of the hill; the Glengarry light infantry on

the riglit; the battalion of incorporated mili-

tia, and tlio detachment of the king's regi-

ment on the left of the great road ; the squad-

ron of the 19th light dragoons in the rear of

the left, on the road. I had scarcely com-

pleted this formation when tlie wliole front

was warmly and closely engaged. The ene-

my's principal efforts were directed against

our left and centre. After repeatjd attacks,

the troops on the loft were partially forced

back, and the enemy gained a momentary
possesion of the road. This gave him, how-

ever, no material advantage, as tlie troopa

which had been forced back formed in tho

rear of the 89th regiment, fronting the road,

and securing the flank. It was during this

short interval that major-general lliall, hav-

ing received a severe wc and, was intercepted

as he was passing to the rear, by a party of

the enemy's cavalry, and taken prisoner.

—

In the centre, the repeated and determined

attacks of tho enemy were met by the 89th

regiment, the detachments of the royals and
king's, and the light company of the 41st

regiment, with the most perfect steadiness

and intrepid gallantry, and the enemy was

constantly repulsed with very heavy loss.

—

In so determined a manner were their at-

tacks directed against our guns, that our

artillerymen were bayonettcd by the enemy
while in the act of loading, and the nuizzles

of the enemy's guns were advanced within a

few yards of ours. The darkness of tho

night during this extraordinary conflict, oc-

casioned several uncommon incidents: our

troops having for a moment been pushed

l)ack, some of our guns remained for a few

minutes in tho enemy's hands ; they, however,

were not only quickly recovered, but the two

pieces (a C-pounder and a o^ inch howitzer)

which the enemy had brought up, were cap-

tured uy us, together with several tumbrils,

and in limbering up our guns at one period,

one of the enemy's G-pounders was put by
mistake on a limber of ours, and one of our

G-poundcrs limbered on one of his : by which

means the pieces were exchanged ; and thus,

though we captured two of his guns, yet, as

he obtained one of ours, we have gained only

one gun.

About 9 o'clock, (the action having com-

menced at C,) there was a short intermission
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of tiriu;^, dia-iiu'; wUluli it api.oiirs tlio enemy

was oiui'i'tyivl in In-ingiuf; up tlie wliolo of

hi*, remaining fn'co; and ho shortly aftcr-

\mi'il8 renewed 1 is attack with fresh troops,

but was everywhere repulsed witli e(iual gal-

lantry and success. About this period the

remainder of major-general Riall's division,

which had liuon ordered to retire on the ad-

vance of the enemy, consisting of t'lo lOod

regiment, under Colonel Scott; tiie head-

quarter division of the royal Scots ; the

head-quarter division of the 8th, or king's

;

flank companies of the 10-lth ; and some de-

tachments of militia, under lieutenant Colo-

nel llaniiUon, inspecting field officer, joined

the troops engaged ; and I placed them in a

second lino, with the exception of llio royal

Scots and tlank companies of the 104th, with

which I p:'olonged my lino in front to the

right, where I was apprehensive of the ene-

my outflanking me.

The enemy's efforts to carry the hill were

continued till about midnight, ,vhon ho had

suffered so severely from the superior steadi-

ness and disuipline of his majesty s troops,

that he gave up the contest, and retreated

with groat precipitation to his camp beyond

the Chippewa. On the following day he

abandoned his camp, threw the greater part

of his baggage, camp equipage, and provi-

sions, into tiie llapids, and having set Are to

Street's mills, and destroyed the bridge at

Chippewa, continued his retreat in great

disorder towards Fort Erie. My light troops,

cavalry, and Indians arc detached in pur-

suit, and to harass his reticai, which I doubt

not he will continue until he roaches his own
shore.

The loss sustained by the enemy in this

severe action cannot lie estimated at less thnn

1,500 men, including several hundred of

prisoners loft in our hands ; his two com-

manding generals, Brown and Scott, are said

to be wounded, his whole force, which has

never been rated at less than 5,000, havino-

been engaged.

Enclosed I have the hop'iur to transmit a

return of our loss, which has been very con-

siderable. The number of troops under my
command did not, for the first three hours,

exceed ICOO men ; and the addition of the

troops under Colonel Scott, did not increase

it to more than two thousand eight hundred

of every description.

A very difficult, but at the same time a

most gratifying duty remains, that of endea-

vouring to do justice to the merits of the offi-

cers and soldiers by whose valor and discip-

line this impoi tant success has been obtained.

I was, very early in the action, deprived of

major-general lliall, who, I regret to learn,

has sufl'ered the amputation of his arm"' and

whose bravery, zeal, and activity, iuive

always been conspicuous.

To lieutenant-colonel Harvey, doputy-ad-

jutant-gencral, I am so deeply indebted for his

valuable assistance previous to, as well as

his able and energetic exertions during, this

severe contest, that I feel myself called upon

to point your excellency's attention to the

distinguished merits of this highly deserving

officer, whose services have been particularly

conspicuous in every affair that has taken

place since his arrival in this province. The

zeal and intelligence displayed by major

Glegg, assistant-adjutant-general, deserve

my warmest approbation. I much regret

the loss of a very intelligent and promising

young officer, lieutenant Moorsom, 104lh

regiment, deputy-assistant-adjutant-general,

who was killed towards the close of the

action. The active exertions of captain

Eliot, doputy-assistant-quarter-master-gene-

ral, of whoso gallantry and conduct I had

occasion on two former instances to remark,

were conspicuous. Major Maule and lieut.

Lc Breton of the quarter-mastor-goneral's

department were extremely useful to me :

the latter was severely Avounded.

Amongst tl.o officers from whoso active

exertions I derived the greatest assistance,

I cannot omit to mention my aides-de-camp,

captains Jervolse and Loring, and captain

Holland, aide-de-camp toni:\ior-gencral lliall.

Captain Loring was unfortunately taken

prisoner by some of the enemy's dragoons,

whilst in the execution of an order.

In reviewing the action from its com-

mencement, the first object wdiich presents

* It was afterwards ascertained, that major-

gcneral-Riall, though severely wounded, did

not lose Lis arm.
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ness an<l good conduct of the squadron

of the I'Jth light dnigoons, under major Lisle,

and the very creditable and excellent de-

fence made by the incorporated militia-bat-

talion, under lieutenaut-eolonel Robinson,

AMEUIOAN VKUSKiXS OF Till; riAniF. or niUDOK-

yurvv.v..

Cop;i of a h'ller from an officer in the at mi/ to

his friend in Alexandria, dated Fort Brie U. C.

Jul}/ 28.

On the 2:? 1 [ fonii'l myself so far recovered

fts tu join the army at Queonston Heights, al-

though that part of my foot which was fractured

will iK'ver he of niucli servioo. On tlr; 2 Itli we
retired to Chippewa, and on the 'Joth at halt-

past 4 P. M. our first brigade commanded by
•(lencral Scott, engaged tlie enotiij''s advance,

about '21 miles from Chippewa ; tiio main body
of both armies soon supported the advances,

and a tromendous battle was fought lasting

6 hours and '2-i niin>itt'.'s mostly within half

musket, and sometimes within pistol shot,

whieli ended in the enemy's total defesit, leaving

2 brass 2t pounders and 1 brass pounder in

our possession. We kept the battle ground un-
til midnight, when having removed our wounded
and part of our dead, we retired to Chippewa,
taking with us Ids Ijrass pounder. Vie were
unable to bring off liis two 21 pounders from a
want of horses ; almost all ours being killed,

and our pieces were generally taken off with

bricoles. The enemy's loss in killed, wounded
and prisoners must bo about 12 or 1300. Of
prisoners we have taken major general Riall,

•Gen. Drumuiond's aid de camp, 19 officers and
350 or 400 men. His force engaged was by
their own account about 4,500 regulars, besides

ins Indians, &c., commanded by Lieut. Gen
Drummond and Maj. Gen. Riall. We had not
an Indian engaged and our foi'ce did not ex-

ceed twenty-eight hundred men: our loss is

severe. Generals Brown ami Scott, and an aid

of each with several field officers are wounded
—several other officers killed, among whom was
my captain [Ritclue]—ho was wounded in the

body, but refused to quit his piece, when a
cannon shot took most of his head otf All the

men at his piece were killed or wounded. He
was brother to the editor of th, Richmond En-
quirer, and formerly lived in .Alcxaudria.

The battle of Niaqara, says the Albany Argus,
commands, like the ach'^sveraents of our naval
heroes, th^ admiration of all classes of the
Araerican people, a few excepted; and the
most bitter revilers of the army are impelled by
the strong current of applause, to admit that
the heroes of Niagara merit the warmest thanks
«nd gratitude of their country. The captured
officers of the enemy with an ingenions caulor
that reflects upon them honour, declare, that
there was exhibited on our part not only the

who was dangerously wounded, and a de-

tachment of the 8th (king's rogimoiit,) unde*

colonel Campboll, Major Kirby sucoedodl

licutenant-fdlonel Robinson in the ct)niman(l

of the ini'orporatcd militiurbattiilion, and

continued \ory gallantly to direct its clfortB.

most undaunted brnveiy, but a proficii>iiey ia

tactics and military skill, seldom surpassed by
the most veteran armies.

From major-general Jirown to t^e Amtrican
necniari/ of war.

(No date.)

Sin, —CnnSned as I was, and have been,

since the lust engagement with the enemy, I

fear that tho account I am about to give may
be loss full and satisfactory than under other
circumstances it might have been made. 1

particularly fear tliat the conduct of tbo
gallant m "1 it was my good fortune to lead

will not be noticed in a way due to their fame,
and the honour of our country.

You are already apprised, that the army hatl,

on the 25t]i ult. taken a position at Chippewa.
About noon of that day, colonel Swift, who
was posted at Lewiston, advised me, by
express, that the enemy appeared In consider-

able force in Qucenston, and on its heights;

that four of the enemy's fleet had arrived on
the preceding night, and were then lying near
Port Niagara ; and that a number ofboats wenj
in view, moving up the strait. Within a few
minutes after this intelligence had been reccive<>,

I was further informed by captain Dennmn, of
tho quarter-.. .....i;ui' s department, that the

enemy were landing at Lewiston, and thti4

our baggage ami stores at Schlosser, and on
their way thither, were in danger of immediata
capture.

It is proper here to mention that having
received advices as late as the 20th, from gen-
eral Gaines, that our fleet was then in port,

and the commodore sick, we ceased to look for

co-operation from that quarter, and determined!

to disencmnber ourselves of baggage, and
march directly to Burlington Heights. To mask
this intention, and to draw from Schlosser a
small supply of provisions, I fell back npon
Chippewa. As this arrangement, un se tho
inci-eased force of the enemy, left much «t
hazard on our side of the Niagara, and as it

appeared by the before stated infornmtion, that

the enemy was about to avail himself of it,

I conceived that the most effectual method of

recalling him from tho object was to put myself
in motion towards Qucenston. General Scott,

witli tlie 1st brigade, Towson's artillery, and
all the dragoons and mounted men, were aC"

oordingly put in march on the road leading

thither, witn orders to report if the enemj
appeared, and to call for abjistance, if that

was necessary.

The 26th regiment, under major Jessup, wM
engaged in a most obstinate con.^ict with all
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This battalion has only boon orj^ivnizcd a

few months, and, much to the credit ol' cup-

tain llobinnon, of the king'H regiment, (pro-

\inci:il lieutcnai\t-coIonel), has attained a

iiighly roapcctalde dogiee of tliscipline.

In the reiterated and detcnninod attaeka

that rotuiiincd to dispute with us the tiihl of

battle. The miijor, Ufi hiis bei-ii idnvidy stilted,

had been ordered hy genernl .Scott, at tlif coiu-

inoncenient oi'tlie action, to take groniid tn iiis

right. lie liad .succeeded in turninj; tlie I'neiiij'.'-

loft flank,—liad ciiptuiod (by a iletncliuiont

under captain Kftclium) general Kiall, and

sundry otlier otticers, and shewed liimself again

to his own army, in a blaze of lire, -wiiicli

defeated or destroyed a very superior fowAi of

the enemy. He was ord'M'ed to furiu on tlu;

right of the 2nd regiment. The enemy rallying

las forces, and as is believed, having received

reinforcements, now attempted todrivc us from

our position, and regain liis artillery. Our
line was unshaken, and the enemy rcpulscil

Two otlor attempts, having the same olijcct,

had tae ^atIlo issue. General Scott was again

engaged in repelling the former of these ; and

the last 1 saw of him on the field of battle, he

was near tlie head of his column, and giving to

its march a direction thnt would have placed

him on the enemy's right. It was Mith great

pleasure I saw the good order and intrei)idity of

general Porter's volunteers from the moment of

their arrival, but during the last charge of the

enemy those qualities were conspicuous.

On the general's arrival at the Falls, he

learned that the enemy was in force directly in

liis front, a narrow piece of wood alone inter-

cepting his view of them. Waiting oidy to give

this information, he advanced upon them. Ity

the time nssistant-adjutant-general Jones had
delivered this message, the action began, and
before the remaining part of the division hail

crossed ^the Chippewa, it had become close

and general between the advanced corps.

Though general llipley with the 2nd brigade,

major Iliniimau with the corps of artillery, and
general I'orter, at the head of his command, had
respectively pressed forward with ardoi-, it was
not less than an hour before they were brought to

sustain general Scott, during which time his

command most skillfully and gallantly main-
tained the conflict. Upon my arrival I found

that the general hail passed the wood, and
engaged the enemy on the Quecnsto.vn road,

nnd on the ground to the left of it, with the

8th, 11th and 22iid regiments, and Towson's
artillery.

The 25tu had been thrown to the rij^ht to be
governed by circumstances. Apprehending
that these corps were much exhausted, and
knowing that they had suflered severely, 1

determhied to interpose a new line with the

advancing troops, and thus disengage general

Boott, and hold his brigade in reserve. Orders
were accordingly given to General llipley.

The enemy's artillery at this moment occupied

a hill which gave him great advantages, and
was the key of the whole position. It was
supported by a line of infantry. To secure the

victory, it was necessary to carry this artillery,

and seize the height. This duty was assigned

to colonel Miller, while, to favor its execution,

the l.st regiment, under the commanti of colo-

nel Nicholas, was directed to nu-nace and
amuse the infantry. To my great mortitica-

tion, this regiment, after a discliaige or two,

gave way, and retreated some distance before it

could be rallied, though it is believed the ofli-

cers of the regiment exerted themselves to

shorten the distance.

Stimulntfd by the examples set tiiem by their

gallant leader, by Ma.jor \Vood, ol the Pennsyl-

vania corp.s, by (."olonel Dobbin, of New York,

and by their oiUcers generally, they precijiitatcd

themselves upon the enemy's liiu', and made all

the prisoners which were taken at this point of

the action.

Having been for some time wounded, and
being a good deal exhausted hy loss of li'.ooil, it

became my wish to divolve the command en

(iencral Scott, and retire from the field ; but on

iminiry, 1 had the misfortune to learn that ho

was disableil by wounds ; I thcrelbre kept my
post, and Inui the satisfaction to see the enemy a

last etl'ort repulsed. I now consigned the com-

mand to General Ripley.

AVhile retiring from the field, I saw and felt

that the victory was complete on our part, if

jiroper measnres were promptly adopted to

secure it. The exhaustion of the n»en wa.-,

however, such as made some refreshment

necessary. They particidarly required water.

I was myself extremely sensible of the want of

this necessary article. I therefore believed it

proper that general llipley nnd the troops

should return to camp, after bringirtg (ifl" the

dead, the wounded, and the artillery ; and in

this I saw no difficulty, as the enemy lied en-

tirely cca^'ed to act. Within iin hour after my
arrival in camp, 1 was informed that general

Ripley had returned without annoyance and in

good order. 1 now Sv'iit for him. ami, after

giving him my reasons for the mcasine I was
about to adoiit, ordered him to [lut the troojia

into the best possible condition ; to give tlu-m

the necessary refreshment; to take with him

the piiinets and camp guard, and every other

description of force, to put himself on the field

of battle as the day dawned, nnd there to meet

and beat the enemy if he again appeared. To
tlii.s order he made no objection, and I relied

upon its execution. It was not executed. I

feel most sensibly how inadequate are my pow-

ers in speaking of the troops, to do justic«

either to their merits or to my own sense of

them. Under abler direction, they might have

done more and better.

From the preceding detail, you have now evi-

dence of the distinguished gallantry of Genera's

Scott nnd I'orter, of Coltnel Miller, and Miijir

JCBBOp.
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which the otiomy mado on our centre, for

the piirpoHO of j!;iiinin<^, at otico, the crost ol

the position, and our guns, tlio steadiness

and intrepidity displayed by the troops

allotted fir tlm defonro of that post, were

never surpassed ; thoy consisted of the 2d

battalion of the S'.hh rei^lnicut, eoniinandod

by licutenant-eolunel Morrison, and, after the

lieutenant-colonel had been obliged to re

tiro from the field by a severe wound, h\

major Clifford ; a detaehnient of the roy-

al Scotts, nndcr lieutenant lienipliill, and

after he was killed, lieutenant Fraser ; n

dotaclunent of the 8lh, (or Kinjj^'s), under

captain Campbell ; light company 41st regi-

ment, under captain (Jlew ; with some de-

tachments of militia under lieutenant-colonel

Parry, l();}rd regiment. Tliese troops

repeatedly, when hard pressed, formed round

the colour of the 8'Jth regiment, and in-

variably repulsed the desperate efforts made

against them. On the right, the steadiness

and good conduct of the ist battalion ol

royal Seotts, under lieutenant (iordon, on

Bome very trying occasions excited my admi-

ration. Tlie king's regiment, 1st battalion,

under major FiVans, bebavc<l with eipuil

gallantry and iirmness, as did the light

,
you have now evi-

(Unntry of Generals

Miller, and Mnjtr

Of the 1st briguile, tlie chior, with his aide de
eiinip. Worth, his nmjor of lirigade, tiiiiith, nii'l

every cdiniiiuudcr of battiiruiu wcie wiiumlcil.

Tlie l2d brigade sutl'iMTd less ; but, iis a bri-

gade, their conduct entitled tiieni to tlie iipplause

of their couutiy. After the enemy's strong po-

sition had bi^eii carried by the -l.-t iind tlie dft-

taohnients of the 17tiiatid lUth, tiic 1 stand :2;)d

assumed a new character. They coulil not a;;\iin

be sliakea or dismayed. Major M'l'"arl;iiid, of

tlic latter, fell nobly at the head of his battalion.

Under the command of General I'ortcr. the

militia volunteers of I'eimsylvania and New
York stood unilisni.ayed amidst tlie hottest lire.

' ,;d repulsed the veterans opposed to tlieni. Tlie

V nadian volunteers, commanded by Colonel

Wilcox, are re})orted by(ieneral I'orter as hav-

ing merited and received his approbation.

The corps of artillery, comnninded by Major
Hindmaii, b;>liaved with its usual gallaiUry.

Captain Towsou's company, attached to the 1st

brigade, was the first ami last engaged, and
during the whole conflict maintained that high

character which they had previously won by
their skill and vahair. Captains liiddlu and
Hitchie were both wounded early in the action,

but refused to quit the field. The latter de-

clared that he never would leave his piece ; ami,

true to his engagement, foil by its side, covered

with wounds.

company of the royals, detat hod un; .,ap-

tftin IHtewart ; the grenadiers of the lOIld, do-

tachod under captain Hn.wno ; and the flank

companies (if the lOlth, niulcr captain

Leonard ; the (llengarry light infantry, un-

der lieutenant-colonel Katttirsby, displayed

most valuabh? tjualitii's as light troops

;

colontd Sc(jtt, major Smelt, and the oflicors

of the lO.'ld, deserve credit for their exertions

in rallying that regiment, after it had been

thrown into momentary disorder.

Ijieutcnant-colonel I'carson, inapeuting

liel<l-offic(!r, directed the advance with great

intelligence
; and lieutenant-colonel Drum-

mond.of the 101th, having gone forward with

ray V issi(m, early in the day, made him-

se' ,\ely useful in ditl'ereiit parts of the

fuul, under my direction. These officers

arc entitled to my best thank.s, as is Lieu-

tcfiant-eolcinel Hamilton, inspecting field-

officer, for his exertions after his arrival with

the troops under Colonel Scott. Tiio field

artillery, so hmg as there was light, was well

served.

The credit of its efficient, state is duo to

aptain Mackonochie, who has had charg«.

of it since its arrival with tliis division.

Captain M'Lauj.dilan, who has care of the

The staff of the army hat' its peculiar merit
and distinction; Colonel (iiirdiner, a<ijutnnt-
general, tliougli ill, was on liorseback, and did
all in his jiower ; his assistant, Major Jones,
was very active and useful. My gallant aides
de camp. .Vnstin and Spencer, Imd many and
critical duties to peifoiiii, in the discharge of
which the latter fell. I shall ever think of this
young man with pride and regret; regret that.
his career h.ss been so short—pride that it has.
been so noble and distiiignished.

The engineers, .Majors Macrae and Wood,
were greatly distinguislied on this day, and their
military talent was exerted with great effect;

they were iiiiieh under my eye, and near my
person, and to t;ieir assistance a great deal «s

fairly to be ascribe.: ; 1 most earnestly rcecm-
mend them, as worthy of the highest trust and
confidence. The staff of ticnerula Ripley and
I'ertcr di-^^eovered great zeal and attention to-

duty. Lieutenant E. H. Randolph, of the 20th
regiment, is entitled to notice ; his courage was
couspicnous.

I enclose a return of our lo.s ; thoso notod
as missing may generally be numbered with the
dead. The enemy had but little opportunity
of making prisoners.

1 have the honor to be. Sir, &c.,.

Jaooh liitow.f.

IIoD. John Armstrong, Secretary at War.
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The battle of Briilnewntcr, or Lunily's Lano,

and it.-f resullB.—Destruction of ytorcs ami

bdggft'?''-—Oc.ieriil order issued \>y Lieuten-

ant 'Oenonil Drutnniond.—Fort Krie.—Gen-

eral Diuninionti's dewpatcii.—The repulse at

Conjoctii Creek.—Outrage at Port Talbot, on

Lake Krio.

Of all the battles that wcro fought during

mu 1 ... r „ , I
the war, nono could bo

Thd IjHttl.) of Ilrl(l„'e-

wat.ir. or 1/iiihI>'s i>;im', compared with that of

Lundy's Lano for the

obstinacy both of attack a"d dotcnco ex-

hil)itod oil both sides. At Chippewa the

contest was decided principally by musketry,

but at Luudy's-lano the Americans, for the

first time, ventured to cross bayonets with

Ilritsh troops, and the issue of the combat

then taught them, whatever their moral

courage, their physical inferiority to British

and Oatiadian troops.

This battle may almost be styled an im-

promptu engagement, inasmuch as the

American General, in ordering the advance

in the first instance, was without correct

information, as to the force opposed to him.

This wo learn from AVilkinson, who distinctly

states tiiat it was reported to General Scott,

" that the enemy could not be in force," and

that, consequently, that officer "pressed

forward wltli ardor," to attack the British.

If ever one army was fairly beaten b"

another, the battle of Lundy's-lano furnishes

us with such an instance ; that is, if remain-

ing in possession of the field while your

adversary retreats precipitately and in di-

order, be considered as a proof of victory

;

General Drummond was attacked by a

superior force, and, through the gallantry of

his troops, he not only sustained his posi-

tion, but, on tlio ne.Kt morning, wlion General

Ripley* received instructions from General

Brown to make anotlier attack, ho was found

60 well prepared to repel it, that the attack

* Wilkinson, Vol 1. Appendix 9.

was not made ; the front, too, shown by tho

British being so formidable, that a retreat

on tho part of the Americans was found

necessary, this retreat not being, as Ameri-

can writers represent, orderly, but marked

witii tiie destruction of military storos of

various kitids.

That the American loss was severe can bo

proved liythefortuiuiteadmisHJonof Ingcrsol,

who &ays, f "Those who ha<l sunk exiiaustcd,

those gone to take care of the wounded, tlie

numbers who, in all battles, stray from

their jdaces, those left in camp when tho

rest went out to battle ; all those diminu-

tions left, in tho judgment of reliable ofliccrs,

not nnjre than a Ihounaiul fighliny men
embodied, when they were marched back to

Chippewa." That tho loss was so severe,

we, cannot, for a moment believe, w^hen wo
consider the numbers of the Americans

engaged ; we can only, therefore, look on

this statement of Ingersol's as an attempt at

an excuse for tho retreat of a superior bodj

before an inferior.

If over a writer earned a jiension firom hi«

devotion to his " country's cause," Ingersol is

that man. Nothing lias sufiiced to withstand

the onslaught of his pen on the character

and morale of the British, and a few extracts,

taken in connection with Drummond's des-

patch, will not be found unamusing. W«
are first informed, page 99, that "General

Brown, when tho victory of Bridgewatcr,

so far as could be judged from all circum-

stances, was complete, was with difficultjf

supported on his liorse as he retired to Chip-

pewa." We presume that Mr. Ingersol on

reading over this paragraph consit'ered it

necessary to account for General Biown and

his army's retreat to Chippewa, accordingly

on page 100, wo find it stated that " Tho
struggle was over. Pride of success was

supplanted by bodily exhaustion, anxiety

f Page 90, Historical sketch of tho secon'*

war.
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«tato of tho CAMO ii oonHidered, and the

groundH for Mr. IngnrmJ'n boiiNt disponed r)f.

If we refer to flic position oi'i'iipied by the

Arnerieans during out? pfM'iod of tho year

18l;{, we QiKl tli;it nearly llie whole of the

weHtern jieiiinsuii waH in their jJostHer-Mion,

with the single ((xceptioij of the position at

llurlingtoii in'iglits, and if we traee the events

of the war I'rmi that data we lind that by

tho energy and ^trategie skill of (leneniis

Drunnnoml i'nd Murray, the whole of the

country tlitis oceupied had been wrested

from the invad(!rs, that their strongest fort

(Fort Niagara) had lie(!n stormed, that their

wiiole frontier had been devastated, and that,

with tiie solitary exception of holiiing Fort

Krie, Mr. Iiigersol had not tiie snj.illest ex-

cuse P)r giving to the world the statement

•wo have ipioted above.

Mr. IiigersoI, bowever, not satisfied with

the above extraordinary assertions, goes still

a step further, and ascribes tho sueeoss of

the American troops in repellin;; subsefpicnt

attaeks, to the prestige of lieneral Ilrown's

valour. ' Not less," writes I ho voracious

Amerie;in, "than six thousand live hundred

exeellent British regular troops, without

counting their hordes of Indiatis and Cana-

dian militia, had been routed, mostly killed

wounded, captured, all demoralized and dis-

couraged. In detianeo of the mighty efforts

of the undivided strength of Britain, three or

four thousand Anteriean troops held posses-

eion of that part of Can vda." This mere

holding of that part of Canada (Fort Krle)

was, also, found by Ingersol " inestima-

ble in its beneficial natural consequences,"

as it defended the Atlantic seaboard " more

effectually and infinitely eheapcr than u

hundred thousand militia could have done.

The invasion of Canada kept a very large

hostile force (iceu])ied there. If Brown, in-

Btead of two or three, had been eight or ten

thousand strong, they would probably have

detained the British who efti)tured Washing-

ton from venturing there."

Wo (iould cite many more instances of Mr.

Ingersol's misrepresentations. It will, how-

ever, suffice to make instead a short one

from General Armstrong's " Notices of the

"War," who, after condemning Clen. Brown

for fighting the battle " by dotachmcnls,"

and pointing out how the affair should linvo

l)ecn conducted, asks whether, "if mieh

'views lia<l governed in the affair ut Bridgo-

!
water, the trophies won on that occasion

i
would have been lost, or would the question

be yet unsettled, to which of tho two armiet

lh(( vii tory Ixdonged '!"

This admission from (ieneral Armstrong
lis sufficient to settle the question as to whom
iielongcd the victory at Lundy's l^ann; anj
admission by an .Vmerican of doubt as to

whether " they lm<l whipped," V)eing, when
wo consider the national character, tanta-

mount to an acknowledgement of defeat.

Mr. Ingersol traces in these battles tho

origin and cause of peace. " Battles in Ca-

nada did more t(» make peace than all the

scdicitations at St. Petersburg and I/mdon,

negociations and arrangements at (ihent.

The treaty (d" (ihent without these battlea

would have been the shamo of tho United

States, and the beginning of another war."

A\'e fully concur with Ingersol that these

battles had very much to do with producing

peace, but wc contend that it was the issuo

of theseliattles, in conjunction with the other

humiliating defeats which they had cxpori-

enced, that brought a vainglorious and boast-

ing people to a sense of their real power,

and that, the remembrance of their signal

discomliture in Western Canada was suffi-

cient to outweigh the subsequent suocossea

at New Orleans, Plattsf)urg and elsewhere.

The " reflections on war" of Mr. Ingersol

are not less curious than his assertions as to

tho consetpiences of the battles of Lundy'9

LaJie and Chijjpewa. '• To the student of

history," ho writes, when moralizing on the

effects of what he claims as victories, "the

view reaches further in the doctrine of war-

fare, its martial, political, and territorial

eflccts. The battles wliicli made Cnunwcll

the master of Great Britain and arbiter of

Kurojie, which immortalized Turenno, and
which signalized the prowess of Spain, when
mistress of the world, were fought by small

armies of a few thousand men."

Ingei sol has hero thrown new light upon

some mt)st interesting periods of history, and

we learn for the first time that the battles of

Naseby and Worcester in England were

fought by armies of similar strength to that
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after the action

1 of last nuinth,.

liis Excellencj

meed of praise

the Lieutenant

liars, and militia,.

to share in this

deep sense he

and of the dls-

etic exertions of

lond in the mea-

ted by repelling

sty's tei rltories.

rces unites with

(md, in sincerely

,vliich the service

.; wound lecelved

d his subseipiPi't

be a most pleas-

tho Commau-

der of the Forces to bring the meritori-

ous services of the vight divisitm of the array

of the Canadas, before the gracious consider-

ation of his Koyal Highness the Prince

Regent.

(Signed) EDWAUD BAINES,

Ailfl. GcH. N. A.

It will be seen by this ondorsation of

General Drummond's goTicral order, that the

heads of departments in Canaila, were saved

the trouble of endeavouring to make the

worse appear the better ciuiso, a necessity

which fell to the lot of Washington and Bal-

tiniorean writers. Gen. Drummond won the

battle, andinhis generalorder, rtliich f(jHows,

he gives a nuinly and straightforward version

of the aflair. Knowing that his men were

brave and disciplined, he felt that he was not

called on to Ipvish the extravagant praise on

them, for c >niporting themselves as soldiers,

which usually marks American General

orders :

—

DISTRICT GENKRAL ORDER.

II. Q., Fai.i.s ok Niaoara,

20th July, 1814.

Lieutenant General Drummond oifers his

sineerest and warmest thanks to the troops

and militia engaged yesterday, for their

exemplary steadiness, gallantry and disci-

pline in repulsing all the efforts of a numer-

ous and determined enemy to carry the

position of Lundy's lane, near the Falls ol

Niagara ; their exertions ha' e been crowned

with complete success, by the defeat of the

enemy, and his retreat to the position of

Chippewa, with the loss of two of his guns

and an immense number of killed and

wounded, and several hundred i)ri8()ners.

When all have behaved nobly, it is unneces-

eary to hold up ^larticular instances of merit

in eorjiH or individuals. The Lieutenant

General cannot, however, refrain from ex-

pressing in the strongest manner his admira-

tion of the gallantry and steadiness of the

89tli regiment, under .Lieutenant Colonel

Morrison, and Major Clifford, who ably and

gallantly supplied the Lieutenant Colonel's

place after he was wounded ; Light Ciim]iaMy,

41st l>('gt., under Cajitain (Jlew, and detacli-

ment of the 8th or King's rcgimout, undo?-

(J^aptain Campbell : and Royals acting with

them ; also a party of incorporated militia,

by whom the brunt i>f the action was for a

considerable time sustained, and whose loss

has been very severe. To the advance under

Lieutenant Colonel Pearson, consisting of the

Glengarry Light Infantry, under Lieutenant

Colonel Batterbbj' ; a small party of the

104th under Lieutenant Colonel Drummond;
the incorporated militia under Lieutenant

(Jidonel Riib'iison, and detachments from

the 1st, 2nd, 4th, and 5th Lincoln militia,

and 2nd York, under Tjeutenaiit ('oloiiel

Parry, ItKhd, the Lieutonant (iericral offers

his warmest thr.nks. They are also due to

the troops which arrived under Colonel Seott,

during the action, vi?;., the 1st or Royal

Scots under Licitenant Colonel (jordon, 8th

or King's under Major Kvans; l(">ord regi-

ment under Colonel Scott, Flank Company
lOlthwith the Norfolk, Oxford, Kent and

Kssex Rangers, and Middlesex, under

Lieutenant Colonel Hamilton.

The a<lmirable stea<liness and good con-

duct of the 19th liight Dragoons under

Major Lisle, and of the detachment of Royal

•irtillery under Captain Maelachlan, are

entitled to patticular praise ; the latter

officer having been badly wounded, the com-

mand of the Artillery devolved to Captain

Maconochie, with whose gallantry- and

exertions Lieutenant General Drummond
was highly pleased. Sergeant Austin, who
directed the tiring of the Congreve rockets,

deserves very great credit. To the officers of

the General and his personal staff", to Capt.

Holland, Aid-de-camp to Major General

Riall, Lieutenant General Drummond i'eela

himself greatly indebted for the assistance

they afforded him.

He has to lament being deprived (by «

wound early in the action.) of the services

of Major General Riall, who was most un-

fortunately made prisoner, while returning

from the licld, bj' a jiarty of the enemy's

cavalry, who had a momentary possession

of the road. Lieutenant General Dinmmond
has also to icgiet the wounds which have

deprived the corps of tlie ,-ervices of Lieut.

Colonel Morrison, 89lh reginu'nt, and Lieut.

C(d. Rcdicrtson. of the incorporated militia.

In the fall of Lieutenant Moorsom, of the
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1^li»iitta>'!ii<u Kiiri Krii'

lOllli roj^iiHoiit sorvinf^ ii« doputy UMniMtaiit

Adjutant (iotioral, tlio sorvico has Inst a gal-

lant, iiitollij^orit and iiioritoriovm ytunifj

The LiiMitciiMiit^ioiuTal and Pn^sidcnt liiis

RPoat picasmv in disniissinj!; to lluMr lionn-s

tho wliolc (iI'IIk' sedentary mditiawlio have

KO hainlsonn^ly eonu* liirward on llie occasion,

eonlident tliat on any ruUire eiiierj^ency,

Ihoir hiyally wWl he a,i!;ain ei(iniliy conspicn-

oiis.— lie will peri'oiin a grateful duty in

reprosentinj!; to his Majesty's (iuveiiuiient,

tho zeal, bravery, and ahverity with which

the miliiia have eo-operated with his

Majesty's troops.

(Sijrned) .1. IIAIIVKY.

I.iiiil. Cdl. (fiid l)cit.A((i. (iciirriil.

Aner the )i;>tlle of Lundy's 1-ane. the

American troops liMV in ii'

retired to Fort Kric,

there stren^tliened their jiosition, (Mdar;;in^-

the Fort and electing new hatteries, and si.

anxious were th(>y to |)r(>p;ire for the ciiinin<j;

Btorni. that, for fully a week after tiiey

Hou;;ht refuiic within the walls of the Did

iM)rt, the troops were employed ni;;ht ami

day in puttin;^ the works in such a stat(! as

inif^ht enahK' them to re])el iheatlai'k which

General Kipley felt was inevitaMe. 'i'hesc

preparations were not, however, uufelt liy the

poacealtle s(>ttlers of the country, us the Imild-

inijjs at Streets Mills were destroyed, on tln>

pretext that th(\v niij^ht alVonl a shelter to

an attacking army. This wanton destruction

of private pro)HM'ty must not he lost si;;ht

of by the reader, as we shall ere lonjj Inive

to chronicle American opinions on nearly

similar actions. (Seneral Driimmond found

it necessary, too, at this t inve. in order to facili-

tate his attai'k on the American )iosition.

to attack the batteries at lllack l{ock. and

tho vessels of war lyinjr iu front of Fort Urie

and eovcriui^ it lakeward with their broad-

tides.

Tlio ditli.ulties in acccunplishin;; the latter

of these actions were very j^reat, and the

boats necessary for the purpose had to he

transp>rte I. (Uie a distance of twenty miles,

the others eiijht miles on the men's shoulders.

Lake Krie. ami put idf under the eomniaiiil

of Captain Dobbs, with three orewH of
seventy-five men, to attack the Amerieau
schooiu'rM. Tlie details of (his alfiiir are ho

fairly f^iven in Lieutenant (\)nklin;i;'s h'tlor

that it is unnecessary to do more than place
it before (h(> reailer.

{'rom Licutiiiaiil Coiihliii to Ciiptain Ixcinwt/i/.

Fort-(ieorp;e, Upper v r.nada,

Sin, Au;;usf Ki, ISI I.

Withexirenu'rejziret I hav(Hoinake known
to you the circumstanc<«s attendinj^ tho cap

ture of the Ohio and Somers. (. n tho nijrht

of the I'Jlh, bolween the hours of II and 12,

the boats were seen a .slhu't distance a-head

of the Si'mers, and were hailed from that

vessel: they answered "provision-boats,"

which deceived the ollicer (d'the deck, asmir
army-boats are in tho habit of passinj; and
repassinj; throughout the ni;;ht, and enabled

them to drift athwart his hawse, and cut hix

cables ; at the .same time pourinu; in a heavy

fire, before ho diseovorcd who they wore.

Instantaneously llicy were alon^fside of me,

and nofwith^tandinj; my i'xcnions, aided by

Mr. M'Oally. actin;; sailinfi-master, (w !io was
soon disabled,) I was unable to repuls(' tliein.

Ibit f(U'a moiiient, 1 miiintained theciuartcr

deck until my sword fell, in eonsecpienco of

I shot in the shoulder, and nearly all on

deck either wounded or surrounded with

l>ayonets. As theii force was an overwludiu-

in;; one, I thou;;ht farth(>r resistance vain,

and ;;ave up the vessel, with tho satisfaction

of having; performed my duty, and defended

my vessel to the last.

List id' killed and wcaindod.

Ohio—Killed, 1 ; wounded, 0.

SoiiH'r.t.—Wounded, 2

Tlu^ enemy's loss in killeil and wounded is

mueh more considerable ; annui;; the killed

is the eommandin}'; officer of tho Netloy,

(lyin;; here,) captain Uateliffe ; ho fell in at

tiMiiptiii;; to come over my quarter. Not.

withstanding; the number of muskets and

pistols wliich were (ired, and the bustle in-

separable from enterprisesof the kind, neither

th(> fort nor the Porcupine attempted to firo,

as wo drifted past thorn ; nor did wo roecivo

I shot until pust lUaek Hock, though they
These difficulties were, however, all over-

,„ij,|,t i,,,ve destroyed us with case
come, and on tlu^ eveuiii:; of tho 11th of

Au.;ust, the bjats were aafoly launi;lioJ in

We expect to he sent to Montreal, and per

haps to (iuebec dircotly.
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Edward V. Kennedy, Vm[., (ioininandiii^

the United Slates Naval Koniooii Lake Krie.

llosjM)(!tfully, yiPtir oJMMlit^nt servant,

A.M.CONinLINO.
Tiiis \v!is II, very spirited allair, tin! I'orci!

attaciked was iniicli siipcirior to th'.' altackiii;i;

irirty, and I he loss of the vcssids waM iniich

felt |py the Ainericiins, alllum'^li siiliseipiint.

events ill sonic oKMsiire (^oiniMiiisated for the

Clvptlll•<^

TiiK attack on this place was, piMliajis, the

most ^^.illant action of the wlnde

war, the oltstiiiate cc)iira;;e of tin;

troojis was so reinarkalde as tn elicit th('

praise of their (^niniiiiis, -ini'ii Mr. 'riioiiison,

of Ilritain liutinj; notoriiity, hearin;!; testi-

mony oil this occasion, to tli(i ;j;ailaiitry e.K-

hihilixl liy tin; ISrit(i-<7aiiadiaii Irinips.

In (ii!ii(!ral DruiiiiiioiKrs despatch, and

tho iKJciiiiipiuiyin^ iKite, th(! leadiii;; jiariiiui-

lars will lie found, and the lixtracts from

American despatches and papers will show

tho fecliny; of joy tint tlii! repulse of the

IJritisli liefore h'cirt Krie iiispiriMl.

In (Jeiieril I'rummond's dcs|)it(!h a v(!ry

(l.i.i.ml D.iimii. .i.'is f"" account !« },'iven id'

"'"I"''''' th(! repulse of the troops,

under his (ioiuniaud, hefore !''oit Mrio.

From Jjiiiuleitdiil f/rnrnd J)rummond lo Sir

(j'lorr/r J'rci>u.i(.

(Jump hefore Fort Krie,

Sir, Aiij^iist l">, IHI 4.

ll'ivinj; roiwon to helievc that a sullicient

impression had lieoii prodiicod on the works

of tho enemy'H Fort, hy the lire of the battery

which I had opened on it on the niornin;,; of

the l.'itli, and hy wliii h the Htone hiiildin^

was niiiidi iiijiin-d, iind tint ^(tintral outline

of the parapet and luiilira/.ures viuy much

altered, I was determined on assaiiltiii;^ tho

place; and a(^corilin;r|y made tlii' ncciissary

arraii(!;eni<!nts for attacking it, hy a heavy

column directed to the eiitrenclimentH on the

side of Snake-hill, and hy two colnmiiK to ad-

vance from IIk' hattery, .iiid assault the fort

and entrenchment on this side.

The troops destiiKMl lo nttiick hy Snake-hill,

(which consisted of the Kinji's r(!;ciiiient and

that of I)e Watteville's, with the Hank eom-

panies of iIk? H'JtIi and lOf) re;;inients, iiiuhir

Lieutenant-t'idonid Fischer, of the r(!;^iiiient

of Do Wattevilli!,) marched at four o'clock

yiisterday afternoon, in ordc'r to iUfvUi tho

vicinity (d' the [loint of attack in Kuflicicnt

time.

It is with the deepest re;;ret I have to re-

port the failure <d' hoth attacks, which were

made two hours hefore day-iij^ht this niorn-

in;^. A (topy (d'liieiil<!naiit-('oliinel Fisidier'H

rcfiort,* herewith enclosed, will enahle your

Kxcelleiii'V to form a toleralile correct jud;;-

mcnt of the cause of the failure of that at-

tack; had the head of tlii; cnlumii, which had

entered the [ilace without dilliciilty or oppo-

sition, iieen siipiiortcd, the emtmy must havo

fh.'d from his works, (which were all taken,

as was contemplated in the iiistructioiis, in

reverno,) or have surrendered.

* From liiriilinant-lJdlonrl Fischer to Lirutrnaiit-

Gencral Sir (lordon Drnmniond.

Sill, (lump, August lo, IHM.
I liuve the lionour to report to you, for thr-

informiition of Jjicutenaiit-ffi licnil Druiimiond,

that, ill complin lice willi the iii^triiclioiis 1

reccivi'il, the lirinnde under my coiiiiiiiiiid, coii-

si.stiiitt of tlieKtii and l»e Wiittevillc's rcfjimoiit.

the lij^lit companies of the H'.ltli ami IDOtJi, wit'i

a (U'tacliiiient of artillery, attacked tlii^

mornliijr, at 2 o'clock, the iiositioii of the ciio-

my on Simko-hill, and, to my great cmicerii,

failed in its attempt.

The Hank conipuiiics of the hrifrmlo, who
were formed under the order of iiiiijor Kvans of

the king's regiment, fur the jmrpo.-ie of turning

tlio position lictwecn Siinke-hill and th" lake,

met with a check at the iihattis, wiiicli was
found inipenetral)Ie, and was prevented hy it to

Bupport miijor I>i3 Villatte, of lie Watteville'sand

oaptuiu I'owell of tho 4uarter-iiiastcr-geiierars

depiirtuient, who, ai'tuiilly with a few men,
had turned the enemy's tiuttiry.

The column of sup|)ort, consistin,'; of the re-

iriaiiider of l>e Wiitlevitle's mid the king's

regiment, forming the reserve, in mnri'hlng to

near tin; lake, found lliciiiselvcs ciitanglecl tic-

twcen th(! rocks tiiid the wntcr, liud, l)y tho

retreat of tlie tlniik eoniininies, were tljrown

into such confusion, iiH to render it iiii[)OHsildo

to give tiiem iiiiy kind of foinmtion liiiring tho

iliirkiicss of the night, at which time they were
exposed to a most gidliiig tire of tiie enemy'H
liattcry, and the mimeroiis parties in tho

ahiitl.is ; and I am perfectly convinciid that tho

great mmilier of missing, are men killed or se-

verely wounded, nt thiit (imn, when it was im-
po-^uilile to give thein iiny assistance.

After diiy-tircnk the troops formed, and
retired to the camp. 1 enclose a return of

cuijualtieH.

J. FI.SCIILR,

Lieutenant-colonel Do Wutleville's regt.
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The attack on the fort and entrenchments

leading from it to the lake, was made at the

same moment by two columns, one under

Lieutenant-Colonel Drummond, 104th regi-

ment, consisting of the flank companies 41st

and 104th regiments, and a body of seamen

and marines, under Captain Dobbs, of the

royal navy, on the fort ; the other under

Colonel Suott, 103rd, consisting of the 103rd

regiment, supported by two companies of

the royals, was destined to attack the en-

trenchments. These columns advanced to

the attack as soon as the firing upon Colonel

Fischer's column was heard, and succeeded

after a despeinte resistance, in making a

lodgement in the fort through the embrasures

of the demi-bastion, captured the guns which

they had actually turned against the enemy,

whostill maintained the stonebuilding, when,

most unfortunately, some ammunition, which

had been phiccl under the jdatform, caught
• fire from the firing of the guns in the rear,

and a most tren'cndous explosion followed,

by whi'jh almost all the troops which had

entered the place were dreadfully mangled.

Panic was instantly communicated to the

troops, who could not bo persuaded that the

explosion was accidental, and the enemy, at

the same time, pressing forward, and com-

mencing a heavy fire of musketry, the fort

was abandoned, and our troops retreated to-

wards the battery. I immediately pushed

out the 1st battalion royals, to support and

cover the retreat, a service which that valua-

ble corps executed with great steadiness.

Our loss has been severe in killed and

wounded : and I am sorry to add that almost

all those returned " missing," may be con-

sidered as wounded or killed by the explo-

sion, and left in the hands of the enemy.

The failure of these most important uttacks

has been jccasioi.ed ))y circumstances which

may be considered as almost justifying the

momentary panic which they produced, and

which introduced a degree of confusion into

the columns which, in the darkness of the

night, tlie utmost exertions of the officers

were ineffectual in removing.

The offii'crs appear invariably to have be-

haved with the most perfect coolness am!

br.avery ; nor could any thing exceed the

steadiness and order witli which tho advance

of lieutenant-colonel Fischer's brigade was

made, until emerging from a thick wood, it

found itself suddenly stopped by an abattis,

and within a heavy fire of musketry and guns

from behind a formidable entrenclnnent.

With regard to the centre and left columns,

under C(donel Scott and lieutenant-colonel

Drummond, the persevering gallantry of both

officers and men, until the unfortunate ex-

plosion, could not be surpassed. Colonel

Scott, 103rd, and Lieutenant-Colonel Drum-

mond, 104th regiments, who commanded tho

centre and left attacks, were unfortunately

killed, and yo"r excellency will i)erccivotliat

almost every officer of those columns was

either killed or wounded by the enemy's fire,

or by the explosion.

My thanks are due to the under mentioned

officers; viz. to Lieutenant-Colonel Fischer,

who commanded thn right attack ; to Major

Coore, aide-camp to your excellency, who ac-

companied that column ; Major Evans, of the

king's, commanding the advance ; Major

V^illatte, De Watteville's; Captain Basden,

light company 89th ; Lieutenant Murray,

light company 100th ; I also beg to add tho

name of Captain Powell, of the (jlcngarry

light infantry, employed on the stufi" as

tleputy-assistant in the quarter-master-gen-

eral's department, who conducted lieutenant-

colonel Fischer's column, and first entered

the enemy's entrenchments, and by his cool-

ness and gallantry particularly distinguished

himself; Major Villatte, of De Watteville's

regiment, who led the column of attack and

entered the entrenchments; as did Lieutenant

Young of theking's regiment, with about fifty

men of the light conipanies of the king's and

Do Watteville's regiments : Caj)tain Powell

reports that Serjeant Powell, of the I9th

Dragoons, who was perf(!ctly acquainted with

the ground, volunteered to act as guide, and

preceded tho leading sub-division in tlie

most intrepid style. In the centre and left

columns, the exertions of Majcn- Smelt, 103rd

regiment, who succeeded to the commaud of

the left column, on thcdeath of «^olonel Scott;

Captains Leonard and Siioro, of the 104th

(lank companies; Captains Glew, Bullock,

and O'Keefe, flank companies; 3 1st Cajitain

Dobbs, Royal Navy, commanding a party of

volunteer scameu and marines, are entitled
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tomyaoknowledg'moats (they are all wound-

ed.) Nor can I omit mentioning, in the

strongest terms of approbation, the active,

lealous, and useful exertions of Captain

Eliot, of the UXU'd regiment, deputy assistant-

quarter-master-general, who was unfortu-

nately wounded and taken prisoner ; and

Captain Barney, of the 89lh regiment, who

had volunteered his services as a temporary

assistant in the engineer department, and

cou'lueted the centre column to the attack,

in which he received two dangerous wounds.

To Major Phillot, commanding the royal

artillery, and Captain Sabine, who com-

manded the battery as well as the field-guns,

and to the oiBcers and luen of that valuable

branch of the service, serving under them, I

have to express my entire approbation of

their skill and exertions. Lieutenant Charl-

ton, royal artillery, entered the fort with the

centre column, fired several rounds upon the

enemy fri)m his own guns, and was wounded

by the explosion. The ability and exertions

of Lieutenant Philpot, royal engineers, and

the officers and men of that department,

claim my best acknowledgements.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Tucker, who com-

manded the reserve, and to Lieutenant-Col-

onel Peavsoii, inspecting field officer, and Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Battersby, Glengai-ry light

infantry, and Captain Walker, incorporated

militia, I am greatly indebted for their active

and unremitted attention to the security of

out-posts.

Tothc deputy adjutant-general, and deputy

quarter-master-gonoral, Lieutenant-Colonel

Harvey, and Lieutenant-Colonel Myers, and

to the officers of their departments, respec-

tively, as well as to Captain Foster, my mili-

tary secretary, and the officers ofmy personal

staff, I am under the greatest obligations for

the assistance they havo afforded mo. My
acknowledgments are duetoCaptain D'Als(m,

of the 90th regiment, Brigade-Major to the

right division, and to Lieutenant-Colonel

Nichol, quarter-maator-goncral of Militia, the

exertions of deputy commissioner-gonoral

Turquand, and the officers of that department,

for the supply of the troops ; and the care

and attention of staff-surgeou O'Malley, and

the medical officers of the division, to tho

sick and wounded, also (daim my thanks.

I have the honour to be, &c.

GORDON DUIIMMOND,
Lieutenant-Gcneral.

Ilis Excellency Sir George Provost, Bart. &c.

The result of the attai;k on Fort Erie was
even more disastrous in its consequences to

the British than had been the attack on York

to the Americans. In this affair nine hun-

dred men were either killed or wounded,

and so severe was the blow, that had a less

energetic commander than Drummond been

in Upper Canada, or had a more able General

than Brown commanded the Americans, the

result of the blow at Erie might have been

of the most serious character.

As it was, whether from Brown's wound,

or from his incapacity, the blow was not

followed up, and sufficient time was afforded

to General Drun.mond to recover from the

loss which he had experienced.

As may be imagined tho victory at Fort

Erie was the signal for lo Paeans all through

the United States, and amongst ot! ers it ap-

pears to have particularly " gladdened the

heart ofGen. Gaines that so many British and

Canadians had been blown up." AVe subjoin

his despatch and an article from a Buffalo

journal on the subject :

—

Head-quarters, Fort Erie, U. C.

Aug. 15, 7 A.M., 1814.

Dear Sir,

My heart is gladdened with gratitude to

Heaven and joy to my country, to have it in

my power to inforn) you that the gallant

army under my command has this morning

beaten the enemy commanded by lieut. gen.

Drummond, after a severe conflict of three -

hours, commencing at 2 o'clock, a. m. They

attacked us on each flank—got possession of

tho salient bastion of the old fort Erie;

which was regained at the point of the bay-

onet, with a dreadful slaughter. The ene-

my's loss in killed and prisoners is about 600;

near 300 killed. Our loss is considerable,

but I think not one tenth as great as that of

the enemy. I will not detain the express to

give you the particulars. I am preparing

my force to follow up the blow.
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With {;reiit respect tmd esteem, your obe-

diout scrvivnt,

EDMUND P. (5A1NES,

liri;/. Gi:n. Com'y.

The Hon. Jultn Armstrong, the Scc'ri/oJ'War.

From the liujl'alo Gazdte, Aupud 10.

SPLENDID DEFEN'CE OF FORT ERIE.

We take grout pleasure in prosouting our

reiidors with the lollowing ghvrious ami iu-

teresting news from ourgalliintiinny titFort

Eric, I'coeivetl last evening fioiu undoubted

authority :

—

Ou Suiuliiy evening lleuteiKint general

Drumniond made his disjiositions for storm-

ing Fort Erie. About lialf-past 2 o'cloek

yesterday morning the atlaek eommenued

from thro'j coloums, out; directed against the

Fort, one against Towson's battery, and the

third moved ip the river in order to force a

passage lietween the Fort and river. The

column that approached the Fort suceeedc-d

in gaining the ran\part, after having been

several times re])ulsed ; when about oOO of

them had gained the Morks and made a

Htand, an explosio.i from some unknfiwn

cause completely cleared the ramparts of (he

enemy, the most of whom wei'c uUtndy de-

stroyed. The column that ninved to attack

the south (or Towson's) battery made des-

perate charges, Imt were met with such lirm-

ncss by our artillery and infantry, as tobo com-

pelled to fall back—they advanced a seccmd

and third time with great resolution, but

being met with sui^h distinguished gallantry,

they gave way and retired. The column that

marched up the ri\ er, were repulsed before

they assaulted the batteries.

Shortly after the explosion, the enemy

finding their efforts to gain the Fort or carry

the batteries. una\iling, withdrew his forces

from the vhole line, and retreated to the

woods. The action continued one hour atid

an lialf, during which (except the short in-

terval that the enemy occupied the ramparts)

the artillery from that fort and batteries

kept up a most destructive fire, as well on

the main l)ody of the enemy as on the at-

tacking columns. These eolums were com-

posed of the be I of the British army,

volunteers from every corps, the forlorn hope.

The enemy's loss is estimated at rising 800.

V2'.\ rank r.iid file passed this place this

morning, for lireenhush. Colonel Dnmimond
and six or seven officers were killed, one

Dep. Q. M. Gen. (said to be captain Elliot),

and two platoon oflicers, prisoners. Our loss,

in killed docs not exceed twenty, most of

which we learn are of the artillery. AVo

regret to state, that captain Williams and

lieutenant M'Donough, of the artillery, are

killed ; lieutenant Fontaine, missing, sup-

jiosed taken jjrisotmr.

Some of our officers were woundivl, hut

we have not learned theli names.

From the circumstance of the enemy's

main boily lying within grape and canister

distance from the fort, their loss must bo

very severe, greater than what is mentioned

in the above estimation. The enemv's wa"-

gons were uncommonly active yesterday

morning in removing the wounded.

The prisoners are of the 8th, lOOtli, lOnd,

104th, and De Watlcville's regiments, and a

few sailors.

It is impossible for us in this sketch, to

say anything of the individual skill and gal-

lantry of the oflicers, or the steady bravery

if the men engaged in this glorious defence;

wepresunic all did their duty. Riigadier

general Gaines commanded the fort.

Our army at fort Erie continues almost

daily to skirmish with the enemy, which i»

principally cotifined to the attack of pickets

on both sides. There has been more or less

cannonading every day during the week

past, without any material advantage to

either. On Wednesday a party of riflemen

under captain IJinlsall, attacked and dro\o

in the enemy's picket; they lost from fifteen

to twenty killed. We lost only one man.

—

Ou Fiidaj- miij(U' Morgan with a detachment

from his rifle corps attacked the enemy in

the skirts of the woods back of the fort ; and

after a brisk musketry of some time returned

to the fort, with the loss often or twelve kil.

led, among whom, we regret to s.ay, was that

excellent ofKccr major Lodowick Morgan, of

the 1st rifle regiment, who so gallantly re-

pulseil the enemy at Conjockety Creek, on

the morning of the 3d instant. He was in-

terred at IJuffalo, on Saturday, with all tho

honour due to his rank and distinguished

bravery.
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Our fleet on Lake Ontario, to tho number' the examples of ardor and firmness set them

of nine sail arrived off fort Xiajjara about, hy their eommandc- .

eight or ten days since. The Sylph, said to |
1" the adinn at tho Falls of Niajrara,

be tho swiftest sailer on the lake, gave ehase Captain Ketehum is a}i;a.in distinguished, in

to a British brig, whl.h be" g unable to being detaehed by Cidonel-Jessup to the rear

oacivpo, was abandoned and Idown up. From of the enemy's line, supported by the Lieut,

every appearance she was haded with muni- Colonel with tho 5th regiment, fornuid at

tionsof war, intended for the British forts. j right angles, with the enemy's left flank,

Oommodorc ChuunLey eommands the fleet,
|

and keeping wateh over the British regiment

whoso health is fast improving. Three of
j

of dragoons, drawn up on a }iarull(d lino (m

the enemy's sr.iall vessels lie in Niagara' his right. Thus did Ketehum under eover

river, blockaded by our flr.'t. |
of tiie night, i,et\vcen two lines of the enemy,

We h.ivc the unpleasant task to inform f'l'ize a parly of British offieers and mon,

the public of the loss of two United States I
mnong whom were Major C.eneral Hiall, and

Hohoonera lying near Fort F.rie, by ea|.lure.!i>n »''• "'' I-ifutenant (bne.al Drummond,

It appears that tho enemy fitted out an ex-

pedition of nine boat.«, on tho lake a))ovo

Fort Firio, and made a siinultaneous attaek

upon our three se,hoonei-s ; the Porcupine

BUCCOodoJ in beating them off; the Somers

and Ohio were captured, and talcen down

tho river, below the jic/int, m^ar Frenchman's

creek. Tho Poreupino saihvl on Sunday for

Krie.

Wo learn that Captain Dobbs, of the

British royal navy, conimandcid the ]>aviy

7hich captured the Somcvs and Olilo.

Wc have been correctly informed of par-

ticulars of the heroism of captain Ketehum

of tho 25th regiment, vnIiosc name has

received tho just applause of the public

—

though, it is regretted by his fellow-ciflieers.

that ho has not been honoured with a brevet

from tho government. The gallant conduct

of this young ofHcer on the 5th of July, has

(the Lieutenrmt fieneral having narrowly

escaped.) and firing them safely to his

C'olonel. Soon after Ca|tt!iiu Ketcfnini had

obtained from general Itiall his nanu>, and

expressed to him his hajipiness at meeting

with him—the (ieneral is said to have in-

([uired. " where is the iJeneral?"

(Jeneral I'.iall when at Eiifl'alo, sent his

sword with a polite note, to lieutenant Colo-

nel Jessnp—tlielieutenant ('oloucl was there

on account of his wounds.

The defeat at Fort Erie, disastrous as it

Th.. li. puiso •aroiy'Ktfi w'l^-'' ^v:is felt ev<Mi more
^'''•^'- seveiely from the cir-

cumstance of a similar ri>pulse, although not

attended with sindi loss of life, at Conjocta

Creek, near Black Bocic. We admit readily

that the intention of the liritish General to

effect a diversion here and carry the batteries

at Black Itock was defeated, but wc cannot

been sot forth by general Srott. Tho parti- |P""'n't ^^'''.i'"'
Morgan's statement as to

culara which reflect on him honours equally

high, are, that in the moiitli of June previ-

ous ho had marched his company from the

rendezvous at Hartford—a full company of

recruits, assembled by him under special

authority from the commanding oflicer of

the regiment, to form a flank company, par-

ticularly dressed and crpiipped, and drilled

by him for light service—and all young men.

Tho intrepid conduct of these men, so lately

from the interior in opposing three times

their force, when operating by themselves

on that day, comphitely proves that the good

csnduct of our soldiers, however inex-

poricncod, will depend, as in the instance of

numbers to pass unnoticed. The Major

declares that the British numlicred from

twenty to fifteen hundred men, the actual

number having been four hun<ired and sixty.

It was (piite unnei'cssary for Major Morgan

to have increased tho force opposed to him,

in sum or ratio, as every one will readily

admit tho fact of his having, with little

better than half the number defeated an

attaek which involved great results. Major

Morgan's rcport*will be found below in our

notes :

—

"IlEl'OllT OF M.AJOIl MOIUIAN.
Sir, Fort, Erik, August otli 1814.

Having been stntioiied with tlie 1st battalion

tho gallant leader of this detachment upon
[
of the 1st regiment of lliffcmen at Blacl; Kock

;
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Aiiu!."icaii jouniils wore loud in their

Outni,;.. ,it lWtT..ll.,.t.
l''>»'l"lllhll(i.)li of til.)

on l4ikti f.rku sovoritioa anil atrocities

practiced li}- tin; lli-itisli in tiio Clicsaiioikc.

but arc in.ist (larcful iitnor to allow that

Americans eoiilil lie j^uilty of similar " atro-

cities," We liiid. Iinwever, on the autlioritv

of Mr. JanieM, that an (H'cnrrenee took placi'

on JiUke Krio whieh we lielieve will (larallel

any thin;;, however bad, that ever oeenrn^d

aKin^ the shores of the Chesa]ie,ike. We
give th(( ail'air in Mr. d.inies's words:

—

The Anierieans will not allow us to ;i;ive

an uniiiterruinited detail of open and hm-ora-

blo warfare. Anion;; several petty ontra)!,es

upon private property, one that oecurred on

Lake Krie is too heinous to pass unnotieed.

On the Iftth of An;;nst, a party of about

100 Amcriean.s and Indians landed at Port-

on tlie I'Voiinij;; of the 2d iiist.mt, 1 i)l)-:crv('ii tlie

British Hnny inoviu(i; up the river da the o;^-

posite shoie, and an pccted they niiglit iiinki'

a feint on Fort Krie, with an intention of a

reiil !itt;ick on the UiiiValo side. 1 iunn<'(liiit''ly

moved .•Old took n jxisition on the upper sith- of

Coiijocta Crei'k, and tliiit night throw up a

buttery of soiae lojri, whioh 1 founil on the

ground, and lind tiie Iiridj;'' torn awiiy.

About 2 o'-.'loek the next nioinin);, my
pic!i|uuta from behiw (^iive me information of the

landln;^ of nin boats full of troops, hall'-a-mile

below. I inimi'diatoly got my men (240 in

numbor) to their ipiarters, and patiently waited

their appromdi. At a ijuarter past four tlicy

mlvaucid upon us, and comineneed the attack ;

sendin}^ a party t)efor;> to repair tiie bridge under

the cover of their fh'e. ^\ hen tiiey had got at

goo I ritle distance, I opened a heavy fire on them,

which laid a number of them ou the ground,

and compoUed then to retiie. They theti

formiMl in the skirt of the W( od, nnd kcjit \ip

the fight at long -hot, eontinually reinlVrcing

from the Cunada shore, until tliey imd 2!! l)oiit

loads, nnd then attempted to ontfliinkus, by send-

ing ft large body up the ereek to ford it, wlien

I (letacliod beats. Ilyan, .Sndth and Armstrong,

with about 00 men, to oppost tlieir left wing,

where tn^y were again repulsi'd with consider-

able li)ss—lifter wldch they nppenrcd disponed

to give up their object, an(l retreated l)y

throwing six boat loads of troops on Squaw
Island, which enfiladed the creek, iind prevented

me from harassing their rear. Their superior

numbers enabled them to take their killed and

woumled off the field whieh we plainly saw, nnd
obsei-ved they suffered severely. Wo found

some of their dead thrown into the river, an J

covered with logs and stones, and some on the

field. We also collected a number of muskets

and accoutrements, with clothing that appeared

Talbot on that lake; and robbed Td) hciuls

of families of all their horses, and id" every

article of house'oohl furn.turo, and wearing

apparel, belon;;inf; to them. The number
ol' iiulividuaU who were thus thrown naked
anil i.ostitute upon the world, amminled to

1'.) uu'n, .'>7 wiimeii,—three of the latter, and

tivooftlu! foruier, nearly 70 years of age,

—and 14S (.hildren. A great nniny of the

luorc! resjKJctable inhabitants were not oidy

roblied, but carried off as nrisonerfi: anion"-

them, a member of the house uf nsKeinbly,

Mr. JJarnwell, though ill of fever and

ague. Am aulheiiticated account of this

most attrociius pioeeeding, delivered in by

(udonel Talbot, the owner of the settlement,

stands upon the records of the " Loyal and

I'atriotic Society of Upjier Canada;" yet

not a whisper on the subject lias escaped

any one American Historian.

to have been torn to bind their woimds. We
took six prisoners, who stated the Ib-itish force

opposed to us, to consist of from 12 to 1500
men, eomnmnded hy litutennnt colonel Tucker,
it the list roginu'iil. They also f-tale thiit their

object was to re-capture general Hiall, with

other IJritish prisoners, and destroy the public

stores deposited at Ibiflido. The action con-
tinued about two hours and hidf. 1 am happy
to state they were completely faiU'd in thoir

attempts. U\n- loss iw triHing eom))ared with

theirs—we had two killed and eight wounded,
I am sotry to inform you tinvt captain Hamil-
ton, licutennnts Wadsworlh and M'lntosh tire

amcngot the bitter. Their gallantry in ex-

posing thcMiselves to encourage their men, I

think entitles them to the notice of their

country. My whole eominnnd behaved in a
manner that merited my wannest approbation ;

and in justice to them, I cannot avoid mcn-
lioning tlie names of the officers which are

as foUwos :—(Captain Hamilton; lieutenants

Wadswoi th, Ilyan, Calhoun, M'lntosh, Arnohl,

Shortride, M'Kailand, Tipton, Armstrong,
Smith, C'obbs, Davidson and Austin, with ensign

I'agc.

If, sir, you believe we have done our duty,

we shall feel highly gratified.

I am, sir, respectfully, our obedient cervant.

L. MORGAN.
Major lat rifle Regiment

Mnjor-General Brown.

UeCAIMTULATION op our KiM.KD and WOUNDEI).

Captain, Subalterns, Bank and file.

Wounded, 1 2 6
Kdled, 2

1

Aggregate.
7

10
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CONTKNTS.

The furtificationtit L'ort Erie repaired.—General

l?rowu".s buatit.s of victory.—.SIvirndsh at

Lyon's Creek.—Armstrong and Iii^^ersol on

General Izziird.—I'assamaquoddy Uay and

tiio events in tlmt qiiiirtor.

Little time M'as lost by tho Americans,

'n...fn,tiii.M)i,m,itFort iiftor General Drum-
En.' rtpainii. mond's repulse, in coni-

meneinj]; tho ro-construction of tho defences

at Fort Eric, injured by tho explosion ; the

completion also of the new -works that were

iu course of erection, at tho time of the

assault, was pressed on so rapidly that, in a

very short space of time, tlioy wore able to

boast that " Fort Kric was rendered impreg-

nable to the attacks of any other than a vastly

superior force." These defences were mount-

ed with twenty-seven heavy guns, and the

garrison was roipforccd by new levies of

militia. It almost appeared from the strength

of tho reinforcements as if tho Americans

were resolved at all hazards to keep i)Osscs-

sioa of Fort Pjrio as a sort of equipoise to

the British h(dding Fort Niagara. We learn

from " sketches of tho war" that three hun-

dred and twenty ' "gulars arrived in the St.

Lawrence from Lake Huron ; a company of

riflemen from Sandusky ; and several other

detachments of regulars from IJatavia and

Saekett's Harbour, giving in all a forco of

three thousand four Imndredmen, and besides

these large numbers the Fort Avas protected,

lakeward, by the broadsides of tho St. Law-

rence, Niagara, Lady Provost, Calo'lonia and

I'orciipino.

Reduced as General Drunnnond was by the

losses at Chippew.'. Lundy's Lane, and Fort

Frio, tho arrival of the (Uh and Hind regi-

ments, mustering some one tliousaml and

forty men was Insuflicient to place him in a

position to threaten so formidabh! a )iost,

especially as ho had been compell(;d to send

six companies of the 41st to Fort George,

and what was left of the 103rd to Burling-

ton, thus leaving himself in point of num-
bers very little stronger than before.

Tho heavy and constant rains, and tho 1 nv

swampy grounds on which the army had been

so longencampcd, and the privations th^y had

undergone, spread typhus and intermittent

fevers amongst tho troops, to such an extent

that General Drummond, so far from being

able to assume tho offensive, was compelled

,) act most cautiously on the defensive.

Tho position of the two armies was, at this

time, as fdlows :—The Amcrif-anii occupied

Fort Eric with their rear covered liy the

ships. The British batteries were placed

directly in front, but strange to say were

guarded only by a line of piquets, the main

body being about a mile and a half to the

rear ; we presume that this position was

taken up by General Drummond on account

of tho ground being somewhat higher and

loss swampy.

From the 1st to the 17th September little

occurred of consequence, except a few trifling

affairs of piquets, but General Brown, who
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liiid l)y tli'iH tlnu' entirely rtcovonvl from lils

wounds, liiiviiij; Icarnoil from striifrslurH tlic

Hickly comlition of ilcnonil Drnmmonirs

army, ami tluit tlio Uenoral wa;f nioditatln^

llio roniovul of his forces to a licalthier lo-

ciility, ilctormiiiod to antii'ipiito tlu> niove-

monts, and to gain tlio credit of having

compelled the retreat. On the afternoon of

the 17th ho aeeordingly advanced with a

largo force, and succeeded afier a gallant

rci'.istanco in carrying the whiil( lino of Init-

tcries. Tho Americana wore, however, not

I'.ermittedsufRcient time to destroy the works,

indeed they were not even able to spike the

guns, r ( detachments of the Royivl Scots, tho

80tli, the (ilengary light infantry, 'hree com-

pan'es of thoGthnnd seven companies of the

82nd now made their nppoaranco, and drove

the enemy, at the bayonets' pnint, from the

hattories nearly to the glacis of Fort ]•'••!?,

milking several prisoners in the charge and

pursuit. By five o'clock tho works were

again occupied ami tho lino of piquets

renewed.

As will ho soon hy General Do "Wattcville's

letter to General Drummond the loss of the

British in this affair was very severe. The

Americans acknowledge a total loss of live

hundred and ten killed, v/ounded and pri-

soners,

Deiipdtch from MoJo) General De Walknllc,

to Licidena III- General Drnmmomh
Camp before Fort-Erie,

Sept. 10, 1814.

Sir,—I have the honor to report to you,

that the enemy f. kicked, on the 17th in the

afternoon at liiree o'clock, om position be-

fore Fort Krie, the 2nd brigade, under colonel

Fischer, composed of the 8th and de Watte-

ville's regiments, being on duty.

Under cover of a heavy fire of his artillery

from Fort Firie, and much favoured Ijy the

nature of the ground, and rvlso hy tho state

of tho weather, tho rain falling in torrents

at the moment of his ap))roach, the enemj-

succeeded in turning the right of our lino

of picjuets, without being perceived, r.nd

with a very considerable force, attacked

both the piquets and support, in tho flank

and rear : at the same time, another of tho

enemy's columns attacked, in front, the

piquets between No. 2 and No. ;! batteries,

ami, having succeeded in penetrating by No.

4 i)l((U((t, part of Ids force turn(Ml to hin left,

and thereby surrounded our rigiit, and got

almost immediate ])osscssion of No. 3 battery,

'I'he enemy then directed his attacks, with a

very superior force, towards No. 2 battery
;

but tho obstinate resistaneo made by tlie

pi((uets, under every possildo disadvimtagn,

ilehiyed considerably his glutting possession

of No. 2 battery ; in which, however, he at

last succeeded.

As soon as theahirm was given, the l?t

Ijrigade, lioing next for support, composed of

the Royal Scots, the 82nd and 8'.)th regiments,

under Lleutenant-Cidonel Gordon, received

orders to nnirch forward ; and also the light

deini-brigado inuler Licutenant-C(donel

Pearson: tho 0th reginieni r"niaining in

r'\-erve, under Lieutenant-Colonel Camp-
bell. From the Concession-r<jaJ^ the

Royal Scots, -with the 8Uth as support,

moved by the new road, and met the

enemy near tho block-house, on tho

riglit of No. 3 battery ; Avhoni they en-

gaged, and, by their steady and intrepid con-

duct checked his further progress. The 82d

regiment, and three companies of the (hh

regiment, were detached to the left, in order

to su[iport Nos. 1 and 2 batteries. Tho
enemy having, at that time, poHsession of

No. 2 battery, and still pushing forward,

seven companies of the 82d, under major

Proctor, and tho three companies of the Cth,

un<ler major Taylor, received directions to

oppose the enemy's forces, and imniediatelj

charged them with the most intrepid brar

very, driving them ))ack across our entrench-

ments ; and also from No. 2 battcrv, thereby

prove '^iiTg their destroying it, or damaging

its gUM.^ in a considerable degree. Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Pearson, with the Glengarry

light infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel

Battersby, pushed forward by the conlro-

road, and attacked, and carried, with great

gallantry, the now entrenchment, then in

full possession of the enemy.

T!io enemy, being thus ropulsed at every

point, was forced to retire with jirecipitation

to their works, leaving several prisoners, and

a number of ' ^eir wounded in our hands.

By five o'clock tho entrenchments wore again
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occupied, and tlio lincol" pi(iiiotM eHtuhlislu'tl,

UH it liml beoa pruvluus to tho enemy 'h

nttiick.

I Imvo tilt! lioiinr ti( ciirloso a rottirn uf

casuiihics, and tin' rcpurt of tiic nilk-i't vow,
inandin;f tiio royal artillory, rcspeetii.^ tlio!

daniaj^e done to ordnani'o and tin." )iat,"rio!*,

diirinj; tlic tinio tlx'y wore in tlio enemy's

poHsossiun.

I iiavo tlie I'onor to lie, Ac.

L. 1)K WATTEVILF-E, niajor-f,r,.„.

Liciit-Cieneral Drumniond, itc.

lloturn of killed and wounded, 11") killed

and 494 missing and wounded.

Altliouf^h we find in " sketches of tho war''

Oi'acral Urown'H ^oll.''t.^
f'^l^ '^ 1<"*S of five hun-

"^ ''^'^"'y-
drcd and ten, exclusive

of militia and volunteers, was aeknowledj;ed>

and although tJeneral IJrown was driven

back to his stronghold, without having ac-

corapl'she'^l ^ho objects of tho sally, still he

had the modesty to term his sortie, in a let-

ter to General Gaines, "a splendid achieve-

ment." Another American eonunamler,

General Varnum (tho V should have been a

1{), had the effrontery to write, "our gallant

little army has again signalized itself by

gaining a splendid victory over a part of the

enemies forces near Fort Erie. Two of the

enemies batteries were carried, tho guns

epiked, trunnions broken oft", and their

magazines blown up."

The return of the officers in charge of the

artillery shows that this boast of the Ameri-

can conuaander was simply a falsehood.

General Drummond now saw his little

army still farther reduced by the six hun-

dred killed and wounded, and ho had the

pain to find the sickness and mortality

6preading as the rainy season advanced, he

therefore I'esolved on breaking up his camp
before Fort Erie. This he accordingly did,

ond between the 21st and 24th he removed

his guns and stores and retired into com-

fortable quarters at Chippewa. General

Drummond remained here until aliout the

middle of October, when General Izzard

with twenty-four hundred regulars joined

General Brown, whose division had mean-

ime roceiveJ a reinforcement of seven ' m-

Irod regulars. ( Seneral I/.zard now nnHumed

tliL chief C'luimand, and, according to the

Ontario Ueporter, a lliiff'alo paper of that

day, "was to move down the Canada sliuro

with eight tiiniisaml regular troops." .\gainst

this overwhelming force (Jeneral Drummond
f(dt that it wonld be madness to oppose Ma
handful of troops, he therefore nitumeij fr(.ni

('hipt>ewa upon Fort George and IJurlington

Heights.

Beyond a skirmish at Lyon's Creek bo-

SKinnisii at LynnV t"'et'" 'I- brigade luider

^''"''''
General Hissel, fome

fifteen hundred strong, and a bo<ly of

six hundred and fifty men, composed of de-

tachments IVom tho 82nd, 100th, and Glen-

gary regiments, under Colonel Murray, in

which the Uriti^h lost nineteen killed and

wounded, while Mr. Thomson aeknowlcdgea

a loss ( *" sixty-seven, nothing rcsultiid from

the expedition under General l/./.ard, as cir-

cumstances very soon compelled him to

exchange his advance for a precipitous and

somewhat inglorious retreat.

As these circumstances exercised an cipial

influence over Commodore Chauncey's mo-

tions, it will be necessary to rcm'nd the

reader that the British had been diligently

endeavouring to complete their largo ship

tho 8t. Lawrence, and that this vessel with

her hundred guns had been launched on tho

2nd of October. The launch of this vessel

was tho signal for Commodore Chauncey's

immediate retirement from tho lake to Sack-

ett's Harbour, where ho moored his ships

head and stern, in anticipation of an attack

from his formidaljlo adversary. Sir James

Yeo had, however, nu)re important business

on hand, so, satisfied wich having frightened

the American comnmnder oft" the lake, he

sailed on the 17th with, and landed on the

10th, five companies of the 90th regiment.

The arrival of this reinforcement, although

it still left the Americans as three to one, was

the signal for General Izzard's retreat to Fort

Erie, and the arrival of a second reinforcement,

induced the American commander, although

still numbering as four to three, to remove

the guns and destroy the fortifications of

Fort Erie, and retreat to his own side of tlio

t l
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route ho hIidijIiI miivo." In tliis nttompt to norilicil tlirci* olijoftn, "iinntttiok on Kiiij;-

olitain fVdiii tliiit tiliici>r iv saiutinn fur lii-^ Htmi, wliirli luul ln'cii mnittt'il ; ihi- ri-Iirl'iif

own ii|iiiiiiiii, 111) Mi^ually f'ailoil; no niiMWor tlif ilivisiun of llit> li'ft, wliiih li.iil Iutii in'.

WHS vouilisiifiil to tlio niiOMtiiin, luul inorply ••om|tIi>ln'il ; unil, lastly, tlio ulliirk (tmh'nfh

It iiot'uc ^ivoii of tlio timo mid iiliu'o, at /i/»r o/' DntniiiinHiVn armi/—iiivoUin;; tlmt

whii'Ii tlic tr()0|is would lio rt'wivfd on of all tlio Hritisli pust.i on the (K'niusula."

liiiiu'd of tlie lli'i't, and 'carrii-d to any jmint —"Tiii.-*," lie added, " rcniaiiiH to Im dmii',

on liukc Ontario, lio nii^^ht tliink |iro|ti'i' to

indii'atc'

"'I'limijLjh >'(Mi-^ilily rclaiki'd liy tlic niaiinor

In wliiidi liJH ini[iiii'y had liocn treated, ho

felt liimMcdf in no h^niall de^^reo consuled liy

two flriiunstance-:

—

flie lalitudc fjiven liini

in eliim-<in;; 11 landin.i^'-plaee ; and the liini-

tatiiiu put \>y tlio connnodoro on tlio nuinbor

of Iruii]).'* tlio lleet cuild conveniently earry

—when, forj^ettin^ aliko tho onlors of tlto

f^overiwnont, tho in'omisos niado to llmwu,

and the uiiurances givon to tho quarttr-

mastei'-;;eiiei'al tho ovoniii;; proi-cdinn;, hoi

at oiieo and i>oi'oiiiptcivily doelarod for tho

mouth of tliO Gonoaoo! At this place, ho

fiuiid himself with three thousand nion

oaily ill till' iiioiMiiii:; of tho '2'2i\, hut, as

m'f;lit have heeu readily foroseon, entirely

destitute of the inoaiis of ti'aiis|iortation. It

was not, tlu.'refore, till the 2 Ith, ho rosiinied

his lUDvement, wlion, adhering; to his purpose

of " lii'injfin;; in liis oorjis fresh and ready

l"or at liou," ho directed his inarch, not on

Bu!falo, but on Bitavia—where an unox-

ppctod solace lor all past doubts, labors and

terrors, awaited him, ' in a full assurance

that, on the 17th of tho month, Brown had.

liy a skilful and intrepid attack made upon

Drumiiioiid, bocoiiie his own delivorer.'

" In an interview with this ofBcer on tho

2f)th, though professing; a Avillinj!;ness to dis-

ohar^je his reniaininj!; dut}-, ho rcstricteil its

objects to a seise of Fort Niagara; and even

Jiazarded an opinion, that this fort retaken,

the canipaipi might, with propriety, termi-

nate. To this proposition, in both its parts.

Brown refused his assent—-justly remarking,

that, as a mililary post, Niagara was not

Avortli holding by either belligerent ; and

that its garrison, now composed wholly' of

invalids and convalescents, formed no ob-

ject worthy of pursuit; and again : that, as

he understood tho orders, under which the

dirision of tho right had marched, they prc-

and niiiy be accomplished, with scarcely ii

doubt of success, if, for the |iiirpose, a pro.

per direction be given to the two divisions

united." It was not, however, till after tho

stimulus of a sei'oiid i-onversatiou with

IJrowii, that l/./ard could be prevailed upon

ev(!ii to cross tho Niagara; when, on receiv-

ing a full exposition of the proposed project

td' attack, and perceiving, after a short ro-

eoiinoi-.sanco of nrumiuond's ]Kisition, tho

probaliility of its succosh, ho for a moment

adopted the measure, and even detached

IJrciwn to direct some labor, preliminary to

tliO movement; when, availing himself of

information just received, that " four of the

enemy's ships were now at the nioiitii of tlic

river—that tho navigation of tho lake had

liecii abaudoued to Yeo, and that Ciiauiuey

had been driven for shelter, under the

batteries of Saekett's Harbor,"—he at once

relapsed into his former creed, and adopting

the Iluilibrastic strategy of prcnii-imj ilie

(iniiij fill' f/ie next campaiija ordered "a re-

treat across the St. Lawrence, and wiiitor

quarters to be taken for the troops,"—tii '

•

literally fultlUing his own prediction, that

the expedition would terminate in disap-

pointment and disgrace.

" While Iz/.ard was making those cxtra-

onlinary displays of military skill and

ardor, an expedition was organized in the

west, having for its objects the security and

quiet of tho Michigan territory during the

aiiproaching winter, an attack on Burling-

ton Ilelght."!, and an cventu.al junction with

Brown's division on tho Niagara. The

foi'co assigned to tho service was composed

of mounted yeomen, furnished by Kentucky

and Ohio, one coiniiany of United States

rangers, and seventy friendly Indians, mak-

ing in tho aggregate, seven hundred combat-

ants. Though failing in its principal object,

the movement, from the activity and judge

inent with which it was conducted, may no*

bo unworthy of a short notice."
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After the long and explanatory extract al-

ready given, it will lie unnecessary to quote

rnoro tli.vn afow llnesfroni Ingersol, altliougli

eiiually fovorc strictures are to bo found iu his

pages :

—

"Itis difficult," says Ingersol, "if possible

to justify General Izzard's prudence or af-

fectation of prudence, a virtue, like all others,

injurious by excess. Taking twenty days to

get from Plattsburg, afloat on Lake Ontario,

when it might have been dune in ten, then

causing his army to be landed, not in Canada,

any where Izzard choso, as Commodore
ChsKincey offered his f^.eet to land U;'>m, but

choosing the mouth of Gcnnesoe river in New
York, where they must unavoitlably be de-

tained for transportation ; not re!^
"

g the

Canadian shore, at last, till the li i; O tober,

six weeks after he left Plattsbuig, und then

instead of planting his standard east of

Drummond, taking station west, and when
united with Brown disappointing the unani-

mous and constant Avish for an immediate

attack of an enePiy,who, althmnjli entrenched,

wan not more than /mZ/'Izzard's number, and

much dispirited."

Ingersol winds 'ip his observations on

Izzard's backwardness by remarking that

"If General Izzard had by many battles es-

tablished his character, such conduct would

have been less objectionable. But as an

officer untried, known jnly by a few, he was

unable to make head againsi the military

and popular current then irresistibly strong

for action."

These two extracts will fully exonerate us

from thechargeofhasty condenmation,coming

especially as one does from awriter (Ingersol)

whoncvei'hesitates to distort facts, ifby doing

80 a brighter light can be thrown upon the

page of his country's history. In support of

this allegation we may adduce the fact that

Ingersol doubles the number of men under

General Murray's command, and, not satis-

fied even w ith that, the Marquis of Twceddale,

then at Kingston suffering from the effects

of his wounds, is ])laced attheir head as a sort

of foil to tlie praises lavislied on "Daniel

Bissel,"' an American soldier raised from the

ranks, and the commander of the American

brigade opposed to the noble marquis. In-

gersol's misrepresentations do not however
end here, in the events which immediately

followed the American rcti'eat an equal want
of candour is exhibited.

The buccaneering expedition of General

^lacArthur is treated by him as an expedi-

tion having for its object the destruction of

depots of provisions and forage, and tlio

cowardly miscreant'sprecipitateretreat before

a snniU body dispatched to stop his predatory

career is thus di.qioswl <><' "a part of the 103d

Regiment of the lOtii Light Dragoon, and
some Indian warriors, were despatched to

repel and chastise MacArthur, but did not

come iu contact with him."

The real facts of the case were that on tlio

20th September a Ijand of lawless brigands

crossed over from Detroit and ravaged a

wiiolo settlement, destroying twenty-seven

homesteads, and reducing the unfortiinuto

inhabitants to the utmost misery and want.

Tiie booty carried ofl' by these miscreants

was so considerable tiiat General JIcArthur

'va empted under the pretext of a military

expedition, to undertake precisely the same
sort of thing. Tiiis ho did, using the pre-

caution however to take none but seven hiui-

dredand twenty Kentucky mounted riflemen

with liim.

Jlr. Ingersol states that "they routed

more than five liundred militia," and cap-

tured upwards of one hundred. From what
source Ingersol could have le<xrncd this last

fiict puzzles -iS. No militia Avere at tluit

time cmb(;died iu that section of tiie country,

the arms had been all sent in, and so fiir

from mustering five hundred strong, some
difficulty would have been experienced in

collecting fifty. Again, as to prisoners, of

what di<l they consist ? for answer we refer

to Mr. James, "The one hundred and fifty

prisoners consisted of peaceable inhabitants,

both old and young, and drunken Indians

and tiioir squaws. Tiie instant it was ascer-

tained that a detachment of the 103rd rcn-

ment, numbering less tiian half McArtliur's

force, had moved from Burlington heights,

the General and his gang dis])ersd and so

mpid was their flight, that tiie British regu-

lars did not get within eight miles of tliem."

The destruction of the mills woa a uuist

J':, (-
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From what

ixrned this last

were at that

of tlie eountry,

n, and so iar

strong, some

xpei'ieneed in
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idred and tifty

I inhal)itants,

niken Indians

it it was aseer-

10 10;ird regi-

ilfMcArtliur's
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ispersd and so

! IJritish regu-

lilcs of them."

s was a most

wanton outrage on private pi'operty, and tlie

misery entailed for the whole winter was ex-

cessive. The pretext too that, by the a(!t,

the troops were inconvenienced was altoge-

ther unfounded, inasmuch as the American

Commander knew full well that the supplies

for the troops were principally drawn from

below, and that the destruction of the mills

would be but a trifling inconvenience to the

troops whilst it could not but result in the

most ruinous consequences to the unoffending

and peaceable inhabitants. AVe shall how-

ever see how American writers regard simi-

lar transactions on the Chesapeake.

We have pretty nearly disposed of the

,, , , military events along

tiio tivc'uts ill that (inar- the Niagara, for 1814
;

'^'^'

we have seen General

luzard and his army cross the Niagara, and

retreat to winter quarters, two thousand

men of his army having been dispatched to

Sackett'i) harbour, ami we have also seen

General Drummond, after the expulsion of

cvor^ American from British soil, r<;tire

quietly into winter quarters, the greater

portion of the troops having been sent to

Kingston, so completely had a sense of

security been restored. We will pass then

from nearly the extremity of British territory

on the west, to nearly the extreme cast, and

take up the proceedings of Lieut. C(jlonel

Pilkingtun and Sir Thomas Hardy.

The movements of these officers, and the

troops under their command, will be found

fully detailed in the official reports which

we give at length :

—

From Liciilenanf-colond Pilkhigfon to Llen-

iemiiU-ncneral Sir Juhn C. Hlterhrooke.

Moose Island, Passama(iuoddy Bay,

Sir, July 12, 1814.

Having sailed from Halifax on the 5th

instant, accompanied by lieutenant-colonel

Nicolls, of the royal engineers, and a de-

tachment of the royal artillery, under tiic

command of captain Dunn, I have the hon-

our to acquaint your cx('cllency, that we ar-

rived at Shelburno, the place of rendezvous,

on the evening of the 7th instant, where I

found captain Sir Thomas Hardy, in his ma-

jesty's ship Ramillies, witli two transports,

having on board the 102d regiment, under

the command of lieutenant-colonel IIerrio>«,

which had arrived the day be'*)re. 1 did

not fail to lay before Sir Thomas Hardy my
instructions, and to consult as to the best

means of carrying them into execution.

As wo concurred in opinion that the suc-

cess of the enterprise, witii Avliich wo were

entrusted, w^ould very materially depend

upon our reaching the point of attack jirevi-

ous to the enemy being apprised of our In-

tentions, that oflicer, Avith his accustomed

alacrity and decision, dlroi'ted the ships of

war and transports to get under weigh early

on the following morning; and \vc yester-

day, about ?> o'clock P.JI., anchored near to

the town of Eastport.

On our approach to thi^ Island, lieutenant

Oats (3'our excellency's aide decamp, whom
you had permitted to accomjuxny me on this

.-crvice) was despatched in a boat, bearing a

flag of truce, with a summons, (copy of

which is transmitted, jaddrossed to the officer

commanding, roiiiilring tliat Moose Island

should bo surrendered to his Britannic ma-

jesty. This proposal was not accepted ; in

consec(uence of which, the troops, which

were already In the boats, pulled off under

the suporintordance of captain Senhouse, of

the royal navj', whose arrangements wore so

judicious, as to ensure a successful issue.

But, previous to reaching the shore, the co-

lors of the enemy on Fort-Sullivan were

hauled down : and on our landing, tlic capi-

tulation was ..greed to, of which the copy is

enclosed.

We found in the fort a detachment of the

40th regiment of American infrantry, con-

sisting of six officers and a))out 80 men, un-

der the commauii of Major Putnam, who
surrendered themselves prisoners of war.

Tills foi't is situated on an eminenco com-

manding the entrance to the anchorage, and

within it is a block-house, and also four long

18-pounders, one 18-pound carronade, and

four field-pieces. The extent of tlio island is

about four miles inlcngthand two in breadth

and in a great state of cultivation. The

militia amount to about 2.50, and the popu-

lation is calculated at IGOO.

We have also occupied Allen's and Fredc-

ritk Island, so that the whole of the islands

5
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in this bay are now subject to the British

flag.

It is very satisfactory to mo to add, that

this service haa been effected, without any

loss or casualty ainonj^ the troops employed

n it.

To captain Sir Thomas Hardy, I consider

myself under the greatest obligations; hav-

ing experienced every possible co-operation,

with an offer to disembark, from his squad-

ron, any proportion of seamen or marines

which I considered necessary.

I beg to acknowledge my thanks to you in

allowing 3-our aide de camp. Lieutenant Oats,

to accompany me on this service. IIo has

been of great assistance to mo, and will have

the honor of delivering this despatch. IIo

has also in his possession the colours and

standard found in Port-Sullivan.

I have the honor to be, &c.

A. Pii.KixGTON, lieut.-col.

Deputj'-adjutant-gcnoral.

Lieut.-gen. Sir J. C. Sherbrookc, K.B.

From captain Hardi/, R. N.. and Ucutenant-

coloncl I'ilkiiKjtuii, to theAmerican commander

at Mouse Island.

On board of his majesty's ship llamillies

off Moose Island, July 11, 1814.

As wc are perfectly apprised of the weak-

ness of the fort and garrison under your

command, and your inability to defend

Moose Island against the ships and troops of

his Britannic majesty placed under our di

rcctions, wo are induced, from the humane
consideration of avi.-ding the effusion of

l)lood, and from a regard to you and the in-

habitants of the island, to prevent, if in our

power, the distress and calamities which

will befall them in case of resistance. Wc,
thercfi)re, allow you five minutes, from the

time this summons is delivered, to decide

upon an answer. *

In the event of you not agreeing to capi-

tulate on liberal terms, wc shall deeply la-

ment being compelled to resort to those

coercive measures, which may cause des-

truction to the tuwn of Eastport, but which

will ultimately assure us possession of the

island.

T. M Hardy, captain of iI.M.S.Raniillics.

A. PiLKiN'GTOX, lieut.-col. commanding.

To the oificers cdnimanding the United

States' troops on Moose Island.

Articles of Caplftilaflbn.

"Article I. The officers and troops c? the

United States, at present on Moose island,

are to surrender themselves prisoners of war,

and are to deliver up the forts, buildings,

arms, ammunition, stores, and effects, with

exact inventories thereof, belonging to tlio

American government ; and they are therc-

l)y transferred to his Britannic majesty, in

the same manner and possession, as has been

held heretofore by the American govern-

ment.

Art. II. The garrison of the island shall

be prisoners of wai", until regularly ex-

changed ; they will march out of the fort

with the honors of war, and pile their arms

at such place as will be appointoil for that

purpose; the officers will bo jieimittcd to

proceed to the United States on their parole."

* * * * *

Ingersol is vr/y indignant with the people

of Massachusetts for what he terms their

tame surrender of their freedom.

* From Major ralnam to Cnt>*ain Ilardij and
Lieittenant-Colond I'.i.dngton.

Fort Sullivan, July 11, 1814.

Gf.xti.kmkx.—Conformably to your demand,
I have surrendered Fort Sullivan with all the
public property.

f

t I\i)Uirn nf nriltinwc iiii'J fform fiiiiri,! in l^>rt Siillirmi

Kurvntfrri-'f In Ars* }fnjr!<hf\</'rrf'f!, tnuler the commamt nf
Lieiileniinl-Oiloiirl /'ilHtii/tim.

Iron guns—Four 18-pouiiaors, with standing carriages,

This I hiivc done to stop the effusion of l)looJ

and in cousldci'ation of your superior forces.

I am. Gentlemen, &c.,

P. rUTMAN, Major commanding.
P.S,—I hope, gentlemen, every res])ect will

be paid to the defenceless inlmbitiints of this

island, and the private property of the officers.

sidi' arms : two iniKcivi.'.-nMd O-iiouiult'iT, two 12-pniiiuler

carronadi'S witlinut cnrnaies.

DiR^s (runs—Two siM-viconlilc and twounsnvln'iiMclij'ht
fi-piiutidiTs. with travi'lliiiir cnniai.'-cs. side arms, Ac.

Korty-two papur cartiid^ri-R, tilled wllli six pounds nf

powder, tivo tiannel do., do. : OITO unsirvi<oalile niusKit-
ball cartridp's.

Knur hundred and fifly-two loose roiuid 1S-)«nuidor shut:

55 IH-pounder pnipc shot: 3S',t Inosj round O-pounder: U5
0-pouuder cnsi^ shot.

Six barrels of horned pnwdor, containlnp inn pounds
oaeli : ino muskets. «ilh luivonnts, Ix'lls, Klinjis, and eoni-

plete swords, with lu'lls. si ahbards, &<:

Soventy-two ineomplote tents, one Uidted States' ersl.'u.

W. Do.NN, captaiu royal artillery couipnny.
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fi'usion of lilond

)oi'i(n' forces.

, &c.,

commandinp;.
ry rcsiii'ct will

nliitiiiits of this

of the oflieeiv.

IS. twn l:i-i)r>\iiKk>r

Wo do nut woiidor mticli at thic, •when wo

rcniomlior lliat, on captain Hardy issuinif

his proclamation, callin.i^-ou the people either

to take the oatli of aUogiance, or tiioir depar-

ture, threc-fuiirthM of the inhabitants did the

former -.viUlngly.

" Without a hlow struck," writes Ingersol,

" part of iMassachusctts passed under the

British yoke, and so remained without the

least resistance, till restored at the peace.

It was the only part of the United States

under undisputed British dominion. Two
frontier fortresses Michilimacinac and

Niaj^-ara, were surprised, captured, and

forclljly lield Ly the enemy durinj^ the war:

and parts of Maryland and Virginia -were

overrun ; hut Massachusetts was the only

State that acquiesced in such subjugation."

In writing liis historj', the narration of

the events that occurred in this quarter must

have been sailly trj'ing to Mr. Ingersol.

Having notliing to complain of on the part

of the British, his only mode of accounting

fiU' the suc<'ess of his JIajesty's arms is by

nialigring the character of his own country-

men, and if his statements arc worthy of

credence we gather from tliem some curious

facts as to tlie integrity of the great Republic

in the year 1814.

"The Government of Massachusetts made

no eifort to prevent, if it did nut conuu'e at,

and rejoice at its subjugation,"

The same jealousy of Southern extension

and opposition to the war paralyzed resist-

ance to English invasion of Massachusetts,

and part of the North East was almost

poacoalily and permanently reduced to

English dominion, just before the South-

west defeated a nuich more formidable

invasion there. It would take us, however,

too long to follow Ingersol through all his

lamentation over the falling away of the

chiUlrcn of Massachusetts, we will, there-

fore, pass on to the second expedition which,

under Sir John Sherbrooke, was directed

against that part of Maine, lying to the east-

ward of the Penobscot river,—and which

resulted in tho temporary occupation of

Castine, Belfast, and Machias, with the

destruction of a largo amount of shipping,

including the United States frigate Adams,

of tAvcntj--six guns, (eiglitcen poumls.) 'i'ho

)iroceedings will, however, bo found at

length in tho official accounts whicli fol-

low :

—

From LiciifciKiul-G'nicral ,'^'ir J. C. S/icr-

hrottlic lo Earl Balliurnt.

Castine nt liio entrance of tho Penobscot,

Sept. IS, 1814.

Mv LoKD,—I liavo now tho honour to in-

form your lordship, that after closing my de-

spatch of tho 2oth nit., in which I mentioned

my intention of proceeding to the Penobscot,

Rear-admiral Griffiths and myself lost no

time in sailing tVom Halifax, with such a

naval force as he deemed necessary, and the

troops as per margin (viz., 1st conipnny of

royal artillery, two rifle companies of the 7th

battalion COth regiment, 29ili, G2iul, and 08th

regiments), to accomplish tho ol joct wo had

in view.

Verj' early in the morning of tho .'jOth, wo
fell in with tho IVifleman sloop of war, when
Captain Poiirse informed us that the United

States' frigate, the Adams, had got into the Pe-

nobscot, but from the apprehension of being

attacked by our cruisers, if she remained at

the entrance of tlie river, she had run up as

high as Hampden, whove she hrid landed her

giuis, and mounted them on sl.'ore for her

protection.

On leaving Ilallfiix, it was my original in-

tention to have taken possession of ^Machias,

on our way Inther, l)nt on receiving this in-

telligence, tlie ailmival an<l myself wove of

opinion that no time should be lost in pro-

ceeding to our destination, ami v,e arrived

iiero very early on the morning of the 1st

instant.

The fort of Castine, which is situated upon

a peninsula of the Ciistern side of the Penob-

scot, near tho entrance of tliat river, was

summoned a little after sun-rise, but the

American officer refused to surrender it, and

immediately opened a fire from four 24-

pounders upon a small schooner that had

been sent with Lieutenant Colonel Nichols

(commanding royal engineers) to reconnoitre

the work.

Arrangements were innnediatcly made for

diseml)arking the troops, Iiut before a land-

ing could be effected, the enemy blew up the
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f :>:
magazine, and escaped 'ip the Majetaquadous

river, carrying oil' in tlie boats with them two

field-pieces.

As we liad no moans of ascertaining what

force tlie Americans had Mn this pcninsuhi,

I landed a detachment of Jie royal artillery,

,.it!; two rifle companies of the GOth and '}8th

regiments, uncier Col. Douglas, in the re.ir o.

it, witii orders to secure the istlnnus, and to

take possession ofthe heights which command
tlie town ; but I soon learned there wore no

regulars at Castinc, except the partly which

had blown up the magazine andoscaped, and

that the militia, whicii were dissembled there,

had dispersed immediately upon our landing.

Rear-admiral Griffith and myself next

turned our attention to obtaining possession

of the Adams, or, if that could not bo done,

destroying her. The arrangement for this

service h iving been made, the Rear-admiral

entrusted the execution of it to Captain Bar-

rio, royal navy, and as the co-operation of a

land force was necessary, I directed Lieut.-

Colonel John, with a detachment of artillery,

the flitnk companies of the 29th, G2d, and

9^th rogiments, and one rifle comjiany of the

COth, to accompany and co-operate with

Captain I?'irrie on this occasion ; but as

Hampden is 27 miles alwvc Castine, it ap-

peared to me a necessary measure of precau-

tion first to occupy a post on the western

bank, which might afford support, if neces-

sary, to the force going up the river, and at

the same time prevent the armed population,

which is very numerous to the southward and

to the westward, from annoying the British

in their operations against the Adams.

Upon inquiry, I found that Belfast, which

is upon the high road leading from Hampden
to Boston, and which perfectly commands 'he

bridge, was likely to answer both these pur-

poses, ajid I consequcMtly directed Major

General Gosselin to occupy that place with

the 29th regiment, and maintain it till further

orders.

As soon as this was accomplished, and the

tide served, Rear-Admiral Griffith directed

Captain Barrio to proceed to his destination,

nnd the remainder of the troops were landed

that evening at Castino.

Understanding that a strong party (jf the

militia from the neighbouring township had

assembled at about four miles from Castino,

on the road leading to Bluehill, I sent out a

strou^ patrolo on tho morning of the 2d, be-

fore day-break; on arriving at the place, I

was informed that the militia of the county

was assembled there on the alarm guns ))eing

iirod at the fort at Castine, upon our first ap-

pearance • but that the main body had since

disppi-sed, and gone to their respective homes.

Somo stragglers were, however, loft, wlio

fired upon our advanced guard, and then tnok

to tho woods ; a few of them were made pri-

soners. No intelligence having reached us

from Captain Barrio, on Saturday night, I

marched with about 700 men and two light

field pieces, upor. Buckstown, at 3 o'clock, on

Sunday morning, the 4th instant, for tlio

purpose of learning what progress ho liiul

made, and of affording him assistance, if re-

quired. This placeis about 18 miles higher up

the Penobscot than Castine, and on tlie east-

ern bank of tho river. Rear-admiral (iriffith

accompanied me on this occasion, and as we

had reason to believe that tho light guns

which had been taken from Castine were

secreted in tho neighbourhood ofBuckstown,

wo threatened to destroy tho town unlesa

they were given up, and tho two brass 0-

pounders on travelling-carriages were in

consequence brought to us in the course of

tho day, and are now in our possession.

At Buckstown, wo received very satisfac-

tory accounts of the success which had at-

tended the force employed up the river. Wo
learned that Cajitain Barrio had proceeded

from Hampden up to Bangor ; and tho ad-

miral sent an officer in a boat from Bncks-

town to communicate with him ; when, find-

ing there was no necessity for tho troops re-

maining longer at Buckstown, they marched

back to Castino the next day.

Having ascertained that tho oliJoct of the

ex[)edition up tho Penobscot had been ob-

tained, it Wiis no longer necessary for me to

occupy Belfast. I, therefore, on the evening

of tho 0th, directed Major-Goneral Gosselin

to embark tho troops, and to join me iicre.

Machias being thconiy p'r.'.-o now remain-

ing where the enemy had a post between

! .

^
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Castillo Morc

he ol>joct of the

)t hiid bccu ob-

ci^sary for me to

, 'jii the evening

encral Gosselin

(join nio iiero.

'.'.0 now I'oinain-

a post bctwocu

the l'env)l)Heot and rasHanuKjuoddy bay, I

ordered Lieutenant Colonel Pilkiiif^ton to

proceed \a itli a detuchinent of royal artillery

and the -Otli regiment to oceupy it ; and as

naval assistanoo was roqnircd, llear-admiral

(jlriffith direuted Captain Parker, of the Te-

iiedos, to co-operate with Lieutenant-colonel

Pilkington upon this occasion.

On the morning of the Uth, Captain I5ar-

ric, with Lieutouant-colonel John, and the

troops which had been ciiiploycd with him

up the Penobscot, returned to Castine. It

Bcems the enemy blow up the Adams, on his

sirong position at Hampden being attacked
;

but all his artillery, two stands of colours,

and a standard, Avith several merchant ves-

sol.-i, fell into our hands. This, I am hajipy

to 3ay, was accomplished with very li'
' •:

loss on our jiart ; and your lordship will

perceive, l)y the return sent herewith, that

the only officer wounded in this affair is

Captain Gall, of the 2Uth grenadiers.

llerowith I have the honor to transmit a

copy of the report made to mo by Lieut.-col.

Jt)hn or. this occasion, in which your lord-

ehip will lie yileased to observe that the Lieu-

tenant-colonel speaks very highly of the gal-

lantry and good conduct disi)Iayod by the

troo[is upon this expedition, under verytr^'ing

circumstances. And I beg to call your lord-

ship's attention to the names of those officers

upon whom Lieutenant-colonel John particu-

larly bestows praise. The enterprise and

intrepidity manifested by Lieutenant-colonel

John, and the discipline and gallantry dis-

played by the troops under him, retlect great

honour upon them, and demand my warm-

est acknowledgements ; and I have to re-

quest your lordship will take a favorable op-

portunity of bringing the meritorious and

successful services, performed by the troops

cnij-.h ycd on thi.s occasion, under the view of

his lloyal Ilighnosss the I'rinco llegent.

As Iloar-admiral Griffith will, no doubt,

make a detailed report of the naval opera-

tions on this occasion, I forbear tiaiching

upon this subject, further than to solicit your

lordship's attention to that part of Colonel

Joiiii's report, in which ho " attributes the

success of this enterprise to the masterly ar-

rangements of Captain Barrio, royal navy,

who conducted it."

I have much pleasure in reporting to your

lordship, that the most perfect unanimity and

good understanding has prevailed between

the naval and military branches of the ser-

vice, during the whole progress of this ex-

pedition.

I feel it my duty to express, in the strong-

est terms, the groat obligations I am under

to Kcar-admiral Griffith, for his judicious

advice and ready co-o])cration on every oc-

casion. And my thanks are likewise due to

all the captains of the ships eni])loyed, for

the assistance they have so willingly afforded

the troops, and from which the happiest ra-

sults have been experienced.

I have reason to be well satisfied with tho

gallant;'yand good conduct of the troops, and

have to dffer my thanks to Major-general

G.'sselin, Colonel Douglas, and the comman-

ding officers of corps, for tho alacrity shown

by them, and strict discipline which has

been maintained.

To tho heads of departments, and to tho

officers of the general and of my personal

staff, I ain much indebted for tho zealous

manner in which they have discharged their

respective duties.

Major Addison, my military secretary, m-111

have the honor of <lolivoring this despatch.

lie has vie. with me during the whole of

these op .vv Uons, and is well enabled to afford

your lonbilup any information you may ro-

<piiro.

I have entrusted the colours and standard

taken from the enemy to Major Addison, who
will receive your lordship's commands re-

specting the further disposal of them ; and I

take tho lil) ty of recommending him, as a

deserving officer, to your lordship's j)roteo-

tion.—I have, &c.,

J. C. SuEUIiKOOIvE.

N.B.—Tlie returns of killed, wounded,

and missing, and of artillery, and ofordnance

stores taken, aro inclosed.

FroDi Lieufenanl-Colonel John to Lieutenant

General Sir J. C. Slierhrouke.

Ban'ooii, on tho Penobscot river,

Sept. 3, 1814.

Sir,—In compliance with ^ur Excel-

lency's orders of tho 1st instant, I sailed





IIISTOIIY OP THE WAR OF 1812. 34a

lit'iKU to the (Ic-
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inioiit <if sailors
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master of his
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o'clock, our skir-

sharply cuj^n^^ed

duco me to cend

it company of the

itaiii (.'oaker, to

nn had not ad-

ore 1 dl^(•ovclcJ
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f^eoiis ])osition in

LMi, his loft llankod

nj^ the road aiul
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t extending; eonsi-

rcstinj; upon a

an 18-poundcr

In advance of his

iletely to rnke tlic
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ili;:;(Ml to advance
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ned a very heavy

nd musketry upon

icd tlio lirid,2;e, do-

e hill to get iios-

vvhicli Ave found

hands of C;iptain

e. Tlio enemy's

, and we ]uishcd

in driving him at

1 ; Avhile Captain

lany of the '2\hh,

liiU on the left,

overcd that the

e, and tliat the

Lattery which

etc possession of

c, and Captain

Ihirrii' witli the gun-lniats had secured that

liclow the liill. rpon tiiis occasion 20 pieces

of cannon fell Into our luiiids, of the naval

and military force, tlie return of vvliicli I

enclose ;

'•
utter which Captain Darrie and

myself determined on pursuing t!io enemy

towards Uaiigov, which place wo reached

without op[iositio!i ; and lierc two hrass

3-pounders, and three stands of colours, fell

into our jiossession. Brigailier-general IMake

also in this town, surrendered himself pri-

soner; and, with other prisnnors to tin'

amount of 121, were admitted to tiieir

paroles. Miglity prisoners taken at I lampden

are in our custody. The loss sustained liy

the eneni}' I have not had in my pov.er

correctly to ascertain; rtsport st;itcs it to he

from oO to 40 in killed, wounded, and

missing.

Our own loss, I am lifippy to add, is hut

small; viz., I rank and lilo, killed ; 1 caj)-

tain, 7 rank and tile, woiuuled; 1 rank and

file, missing. Cajitain (Jell, of thei'Jth, vras

wounded when leading the column, wliich

deprived me of his active and useful assist-

ance ; hut, I am happy to add, ho is

recovering.

I cannot close this despatch without men-

tioning, in the highest terms, all tlio troops

placed under my command. They have

merited my highest praise for their zeal and

gallantry, which were conspicuous in the

oxtremo. 1 feel most particularly indehted

111 Drevct-major lliddall, of the G2nil regi-

ment, second in command ; to Brevet-major

Keith, of the same roginient ; Brovet-nnijor

CrosdalL and Captain M'l'herson, of the

USth; Captains Cell and Coaker, of the 2'.)tii

;

and Cajitain "Ward, of the Ttli Ijattalion tjilth

regiment. 'J'lic royal i' lllery was dir('cl(>d

ill the must judicioii., .aimer )iy Lic'iiteiiant

tlarston, from whom I derived the aldest

support. 1 camiot speak too highly of

Captain Carter and thootKccrs and marines

under his directions, lie nnned them in tlio

alile.>t manner to the annoyance of the

enemy, and so as to meet uiy fullest ap-

proval.

iSoth.ing could exceed the zeal and perse-

verance of Lieutenants Symonds, IJotely,

and iSlade, and ]\Ir. Sjiarling, nf tiu; il.iyal

Xavy, Avitli the detachment of seamen under

ilieir command.

From Ca[}taiu D.irrie I Iium' rcci^Ived the

iihlest assi-uuiee and oii))p(nt; and It is to

his masterly arr.ingemeut of the ]ilan that I

feel indehted for its success. Xothing could

ho more cordial than tho co-operation of tho

naval and military forces on this service in

every instance.

Captain Carnegie, of tliclloyal Xavy, Avho

most handsomely volunteered his services

with till.'. exi)eilitioi',, was iu acti(jn with tho

troops at [lampden; audi feel most particu-

larly indehted to him for his exertions and

tlie assistance he afforded mo on this occa-

sion. I am al«o greatlj-^ indehted to Lieut.

Du Cliatelet, of tiio 7th battalion, OOtli regi-

ment, who acted as major of brigade t.) tho

troops, in which capacity he rendered mo
\ery essential service.

I have the Iionour, S:p.,

HENRY JOIIX, Lt. Coh

* Jictitni cf Ordnance and Stoves taken.

Castink, Sept. 10, 1811.

GiiHK—4 iron 21-ponndcrs, 27 iron (i-liip)

18-pouiidors, 4 12-poundcTS, 4brass3-pouudcrs.

Cnrrifii/i'.f— i traversing 24-iifpnuilcrs, Sst^md-

iiig 18-pounders, 2 travelling 12-pouiiders with

limbers, 4 travelling 3-poundcrs with limbers.

Spon^/rs—8 24-pouuders, 20 1 8-pouuders, 2

12-pouudcrs, 4 3-pounders.

Ladles—2 24-pomiders, 3 12-poundcr.a, 1

3-]i(jundcr.

Wadhooks—2 24-poundor, 3 12-pouiidors, 1

8-pouuder.

Shot—230 round 24-pouuders, 500 round

18-pounders. 1 iininumitioii-wiiggou, 1 nnimu-
iiition-cart, 12 common liaud.^pikes, 10 barrels

uf powder.

lp;«,7o'—20 2 l-paunders, 70 18-poundprs.

N.13. The Miignzino in fort C;istinc was blown
up by the enemy.

The vessel on Ijoard of wliich the powder was,
ran on sliore, and the whole destroyed.

Eleven of the 18-pounders were destroyed 1)v

(U'der (f Lieutonant-l.'oloiiel John, not having
time to Ining them off.

GEORGE CRAWFORD, :\rajor.

Commanding Royal Artillery.

Lieut. Gen. Sir J. C. Sherbrooke.
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From Lieiifcnnnl-coloncl I'lllciiii/ton fo Licuteii-

ant-f/cncnil xii' J. C. S/ierhrooh:

Muchiivs, Sept. 14, 1814.

Sir,

I have the lionour to aciinaint your cxcol-

Icncy, that I saHod from Penoliscot hay,

willi the hrij;-a(lc you wore ph'asoil to phiee

under 1113' cominaiul, (•oiisistin;^ of a dotacli-

nient of royal artillery, with a howitzer, the

battalion companies of the 29th regiment,

and a party of the 7th Irattaliun of the GOtli

foot, on tin moriiiiiR if tlv lUh instant; and

iirrived n i''ic^' .vrhor. ahout 10 miles

from this ;• . ..; : ho following evening.

As the en. " 'i- \ .jveral alarm guns on

our approach., the s' •
. it was evident

ho was apprehensive ot :.n . Hack: I there-

fore deemed it expedient to disemliark tlie

trooi)S with as little delay as po&sible ; and

cajjtain Hyde Parker, cnnnnanding tlie naval

force, apjiointed captain StaufcU to superin-

tend this duty, and it was executed hy that

officer with the utmcst promptitude and

doci.don.

Upon reaching the h^lioro, I ascertained

that there was only a pathwav' throngii the

woods by Avhieh wo could advance ami take

Fort O'Brien and the battery in reverse;

and as the guns of these works commanded

the passage of the river, upon which the

town is situated, I decided upon possessing

ourselves of them, if practicable, during the

night.

We moved forward at ten o'clock P.JI. and,

after a most tedious and harrassing march,

only arrived near to the fort at break of

day, although the distance docs not exceed

five miles.

The advancing guard, which consisted of

two companies of the 29th regiment, and a

detachment of rillemen of the GOth regiment,

under Major Tod, of the former crops, im-

mediately drove in the enemy's [liquets,

and upon pursuing him closely, found the

fort had been evacuated, leaving their col-

ours, about five minutes before we entered.

Within it, and the battery, there are two 24-

pounders, three 18-pouuders, several dis-

mounted guns, and a block-house. The

party which escaped amounted to about 70

men of the 40th regiment ofAmerican infan-

try, and iJO of the embodied militia; the

retreat was so rapiil that I was not enabled

to take any prisotK^rs. I understand there

were a few wounded, but they secreted tliem-

selves in tlie wood.

Having secured the fort, wo lost no timo

in advancing upon Machias, which was tak-

en without any resistance ; and also two

ticld-picces.

The boats of thes([uadron, under the coin-

mand of lieutenant IJouchier, of the royal

navy, and the royal marines, under lieut(!ii-

ant WelcJimen were detached to the eastern

side of the river, and were of essential ser-

vice in taking two field-pieces in tliat

quarter.

Notwithstanding that the militia vrere nnt

assembled to any extent in the vicinity of-

the town, I Avas making the necessary ar-

rangements to advance into the interior of

the cduntrj', when I received a letter from

brigadier-general Brewer, commanding tlio

district, wherein ho engages that the milita

forces within the county ofAVashington shall

not Itear arms, or in any way serve against

his Britannic majesty during the present

war. A similar ofl'er having been made by

the civil officers and principal citizens of the

county, a cessation of arms was agreed upon,

and the county of Washington, lias passscd

under the dominion of his Britanic majesty.

I beg leave to congratulate you upon the

importance of this accession of territory

which has been wrested from the enemy

;

it embraces about 100 miles of sea-coast, and

includes that intermediate tract of country

which separates the province of New Bruiis-

wick from Lower Canada.

Wo have taken 20 pieces of ordnance, (ser-

viceable and unserviceable,) with a propor-

ion of arms and ammunition, returns* of

* lictura of Ordnance, Arms, AmmunUion,
tl-c, taken at Macliias hij the troops under
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel PU-
liinijton, llth September, 1814.

Ordnance,—Fort O'Brien,—2 18-pounder9,
mounted on garrison carriages, complete: 1

18-pounder carronadc, mounted on g-arrison

carriage, complete ; 1 serviceable dismounted
24-pounder; 1 dismounted ecrviceablo 18-

pounder jcarronade.

4'; !



HISTORY OF TIIK WAR OF 1812. 351

s, AmimmUion,
he troops under

ant-Colond Pil-

814.

whii'li lU'O eiiclos(.'(l ; iiii'.l 1 have tlio [ileasiii^^

sati.sfiuition to iidd, that this .service has Ijeeii

olToiitcd Avitiiout tho loss of a man on our

part.

I cannot refrain from cTiprcssing, in tlio

8tron;4;e.st manner, the ailmirable steadiness

and jfood eonduct of the 2'Jth regiment, nnder

major Ilodgo. Tlio advani;e, nnder major

Tod, are also entitled to my warmest tlianks.

A dotaeluncnt or 30 seamon from hia ma-

jesty's ship Baeehante, nndor Mr. Brnee,

master's mate, were attaelied to the royal

artillery, under tho command of lieutenant

Daniel, of that eorps,for tin; purpose of drag-

ging tho howitzer, as no other nutans could

ho procured to bring it forward; and to their

anwearied exertions, and tho judicious ar-

rangement of lieutcntint Daniel, I am in-

debted for having i\.o\ 'uh:h howitzer conveyed

tlu'ough a country the un)st difficult of access

1 over witnessed.

To captain Parker, of his nnijesty's ship

Tenedos, wiio commanded the 8(iuadron, 1

foel every obligation ; and I can assure you

Uio most cordial understanding has subsisted

between the two branches of tiie service.

I have the honour to bo, &c.

A. DILKINGTON,
Lieut.-Col. Dep. Adj.-Gon.

To Lieut.-Oen. Sir J. C. Sherbrooko, K.IJ. &e.

From licar-Admval (rriJtUh to Vice-Admiral
Cdchrttiir.

II.M.S. Endymion, off Castine, entrance

of the Penobscot river, Sept. 9, 1814.

Sir,—My letter of the 23rd of August

from Halifax, by the Hover, will have nnide

you acquainted with my intention of accom-

panying the expedition, then about to proceed

under the command of his Excellency Sir

John Coape Siierbrooke, K.B., for this

place.

Point Baiter;/—2 2 t-poundcrJ, mounted on
gnrrison carriages, complete.

East Machias—2 brass 4-pounJer3, mounted,
aud harness, complete.

Machias—2 iron 4-ponnders, on travellincr

oarriages, complete; 5 2t-pnunders, 10 18-

pounders, rendered partly unserviceable by the

enemy, and completely destroyed by us.

Total—2(3.

Arms—104 muskets, 09 bayonets, 100
pouches. 41 belts, 2 drums.

I have now tho honour to inform you,

that I put to sea on tlio 20th ultimo, with

the ships and sloop named in the margin,*

and ten sail of transports, Iniving tho troops

on board, and arrived off tb.o Metiniciis

Islands on the morning of the 31st, whore I

wasjoincd by the Uulwark, Tenedos, Ilifloman,

Peruvian, and Piitou. From Captain Pearse,

of the Ililleman, 1 learned that the United

States' frigate Ailams had, a few days liefore,

got into Penobscot: but not considering

herself in safety there, had gone on to

Hampden, a place 27 miles higher up the

river, where her guns had been landed, and

the jiosition was fortifying for her pro-

tection.

Towards evening, • ••Ind l)cing fair and
the weather favourai, -, t' tleet made sail

up tho Penubsco'- 'iay, itain Parker in

the Tenedos lead mi^ We pissed between

the Melinicus a' 've* Islands about mid-

night; and stee.in^ lir.ugh the cliannel

formed by tho ^''ox's island and Owl's head,

ran up to tho f : v.ni ' of Long Island, and
found ourselves ..t uay-light in the morning

in sight (d' tho fort and town of Castine,

As wo approached, some show of resistance

was made, and a few shots were fired ; but

tho for.t was soon after abandoned and blown

up. At about 8 A.M. tho men of war and

transports were anchored a little to tho

northward of the peninsuhi of Castine, and

the smaller vessels taking a station nearer

in for covering the landing, the troops were

put on shore, and took possession of tho

town and works without opposition.

Tiio general wishing to occupy a post at

Belfast, on tho we-itern side of the bay,

(through which the high road fnnn Boston

runs,) for the purpose of cutting off all com-

munication with lliat side of the country.

Ammunition—20 barrels of serviceable gun-
powder.

75 paper cr'.rtridges filled for 18 and 24-

poundcrs.

2,!)38 ]miskct-bftU cartridges.

3 barrels of grape and case-shot.

500 round shot for 18 and 24-pounder3.

6 kegs of gunpowder, 251bs. each.

28 paper cartridges tilled for 4-pounder3.

J. DANIEL, Lieut. Royal Artil.

* Dragon, Eudyniion, Bacchante, and Sylph,
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CONTENTS,

New England feoling towards Groat Bi-itain.—

Capture of Wuahington and destruction of

public buiIding^. — Proparations made by
Uiitod States Guverrimont.—General observ-

ations on the expedition.—General Winder's
despatcli.

Boforo giving Captain Barrio's letter ana

Now Kn-iftnd fuHiing ^Iio articles of capitula-
tow.iraa uruiit Brit;i:n. tion, which Capt. Par-

ker found tho inhabitants most ready to

accede to, it will be well to adduce a few in-

stances to prove how ready to break tlie

connexion with tho United States, wore the

very colonics which had set the example of

rebellion in a former war, and by whoso gal-

lant and vigorous exertions tho independence

of a great country was secured.

A Boston Journal, tho Sentinel, stated

that " Major Putnam, Captains Fillobrown

and Varnum, arrived under parole from East-

port, and speak highly of the good conduct

of the British regiment there, so abused by

the Virginians for tJieir reputed misconduct

at Hampton. The soldiers behave remark-

ably well there
; yet this is tho corps said to

have committed such outrages at Hamp-
ton.*'

At Dorchester from Ingersol's own testi-

mony we learn that "when the 4th of July,

1814, was celebrated at Dorchester, where

Washington commanded in 1775, one of the

sentiments drunk was " our country united

to Britain, and happy till the pestilence of de-

mocrat!/ poisoned and blighted it."

Again it was recommended by the Sakm
23

Gazette that all imposts, taxes, and proceeds

of captures wltliin tiie state, that might go
into the national treasury, bo retained ; that

the prisoners of war then in the state sliould

be exchanged for sudi of her own citizens as

were in tho hands of the enemy, and, finally,

that peace should bo made with Great

Britain, so as to leave the burden of the war
on tho more belligerent States, and by these

moans to free Massachussets from the bur-

dens which oppressed her.

After citing these instances of loyalty,

Ingersol lias the inconsistency and assurance

on tho very next page to assert "that tho

hearts of the common peojde of New England

remained American."

This was not all, however, for Timothy

Pickering, Member of Congress, on tho IGth

March, 1814, publicly recommended that no

ono should give his vote "to redeem tho pa-

per money, exchequers, bills, or other loans

to continue this unnecessary and iniquitous

war."

The remaining incidents connected with

the attacks on tho American coast will bo

found embodied iu Captain Barrio's despatch

and tho articles of capitulation signed.

After our expose of American feeling,

we think it unnecessary to bring forward

more testimony on two points. Tho first

that, our assertion at tho beginning of this

history, as to tho war being unpopular and
forced on the country by tho administration

was correct ; secondly, that the evidence u
to the behaviour of the troops, taken from

American sources, goes far to disprove the
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So soon as tlio boats got witliin gun-xhot,

the enoniy opened his firi> upon thi'ni from

the hill and whiirf, wliich was warmly r(!-

tiirn(!d. Our rockets were gcMieiully woli-

diroetod, and ovldentally threw the enemy
into confusion. MiNintinic, our troops storm-

ed the hill witii the utmost gallantry. Before

the boats got witliin good grape-shot ilistance

of the wharf-imttery, the enemy set Hro to

the Adams, iind ii(> ran from his gnus the

mumeiit our troops carriol tiu; hill.

I j(dnod the army about ton minutes after

this event. Colonol .fohn and myspjf iiu-

raediatoly determined to leave a snflicient

force in possession of the hill, and to pur-

sue the enemy, who was tiiei. '" .sigiit on the

Bangor road, Hying at full speed. Tiie boats

and ships pushed up the river, jircscrving

their origimil position with the army. The

enemy was too nimble for us, and most of

them escaped into the woods on our left.

On approching Bangor, the inhabitants,

who hail opposed us at llaminlon, tlirew off

their military character ; and, as magis-

trates, select men, &c. made an unconditional

surrender of the town. Hero, the pursuit

stopped. About two hours afterwards, brig

adier-gftuoral Blake came into the town to

deliver himself as a prisoner ; the general,

and other prisoners, amountingto 191, were

admitted to their parole.

Enclosed, I have the honor to forward you

lists of the vessels we have captured or de-

stroyed, and other necessary reports. I am
happy to inform you, our loss consists only

of one seaman, belonging to the Dragon,

killed ; captain Cell, of the 29th, and seven

privates wounded ; one rank and file miss-

ing.

I cannot close my report, without express-

ing m^ highest admiration of the very

gallant conduct of Colonel John, and the

officers and soldiers under his command ; for,

exclusive of the battery before-mentioned,

they had difficulties to contend with on their

left, which did not fall under my observation,

as the enemy's field-pieces in that direction

wer.. .r.a'^'-fed. The utmost cordiality existed

between the two services ; and I shall ever

feel obliged to colonel John for his ready co

operation in every thing that was proposed

Tiie ofticor iiiid men boro tho privations, in-

separalilo from our confined nuans of lucom-

niodatlon, with a cheerfulness that cntilloH

them to my warmest thi'iks.

Though the enemy abandoned his hattericH

before the ships could he brought to act against

them, yet I am not less oblig. 'i to captains

Kippen and Dickens, t)f t' ! Peruvian and

Sylph ; ncting-lleutonant Pearson, whocom-

niandeij the Dragon's fender; lieutenant

Woodln, of the Dragon ; ami Mr. Barnett,

master of the llnrmony; their zeal and in-

defatigable exertions in hrlngiiig up their

vessels, through the most intricate naviga-

tion, were eminently conspicuous. Colonel

lohn speaks highly in praise of Captain

Carter, and tho detachment of royal marines

under his orders ; and also of tlio seamen

attached to the artillery, under tho command

of lieutenants Simmonds. Motley, L. State

and -Mr. Sparling, master of the Bulwark.

1 have, (m other oiicasslons of scr\ico,

found it a pleasing part of my duty to com-

mend the sorvlcea of lieutenant Pedler, lirst

of the Dragon ; in this instance, he com

mandcd tho boat part of the expedition most

fully to my satisfaction ; ho was ably second-

ed by by lieutenants Perceval, of the Teno-

dos, and Ormond, of the Endymion ; and

Mr. Ansel, master's mate of the Dragon

;

this last gentleman has passed his examina-

tion nearly five years, and is an active oificer

well worthy of your patronage ; but, in par-

ticularisiuf^r him, I do not mean to detract

from tho other petty-officers and seamen

employed in tho boats ; for they all most

zealously performed their duty, and are

eijually entitled to my warmest acknowledge-

ments. I am also most particularly indebted

to tho active and zealo-is exertions of lieuten-

ant Carnegie, who was a volunteer on thia

occasion.

I can form no estimate of the enemy's

absolute loss. From different stragglers I

learn, that, exclusive of killed aud > lissing,

upwards of 30 lay wounde/l in the woods.

I have the honor U> be, &c.

KOBRKT BARllIE,

Capt. of JI.M.S. Dragon.

ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION.

Article I. The officers and troops of the
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United States, at present on Moose island,

are to surrender themselves prisoners of war,

and are to deliver up the forts, buildings,

arms, ammunition, stores, and eflects, with

exact inventories thereof, belonging to the

American government ; and they are thereby

transferred to his Britannic ii ajesty, in the

same manner and possession, as has been

held heretofore by the American government.

Art. II. The garrison of the island shall

bo prisoners of war, until regularly ex-

changed ; th'iy will march out of the fort

with the honors of war, and pile their arms

at such place as will be appointed for that

purpose ; the officers will be permitted to

proceed to the United States on their parole.

Thp next event ;f importance, in order of

Capti,roofW«,,hin,to„.
^^'^tc, waS thc dcSCCnt

anil (U'stiuction of I'ublic on
Uuilding.s.

Washington, an

affair, which, although

strictly a retaliation for excessive and mani-

fold atrocities, was made the pretext for the

utterance of the vilest slander by the Feder-

alists, against not only the British army, but

the entire nation. We trust, however, to bring

forward such evidence, as to the conduct of

the British in this affair, as will satisfy the

impartial reader, both as to the falsehoods

put forth by part of the American press, and

the absurdities uttered in the British House

of Commons, and •vhich carried, until dis-

proved, considerable weight with a large

portion of the people.

Nor was this all ; American writers have

not scrupled to declare that peace was in-

definitely postponed " in order that the

British Government might by its military

and naval instruments, deliberately commit

80 atrocious a violation of civilized warfare."

Says Ingersol, " The unknown caitiff who
attempted to assassinate General Ross is

much loss detestable and unpardonable than

the member of the Government, Ministry,

Manarch, Regent, or whoever the miscreant

may be, guilty of the infinitely greater out-

rage of postponing peace for several months,

after the causes of war had ceased, in order

to devastate the public edifices of an enemy's

capital."

Without adducing one iota of proof, In-

gersol makes this bold assertion, and, un-
supported by evidence, he bases the Avholo of
his reasoning on a fact so injurious to the

character of the British nation. Fortunately,

however, we have evidence, that the Ameri-

cans had been warned of this descent beins:

intended so far back as the 20th of June,

and we know from Armstrong that even at

that date preparations for the defence of the

capital of the nation were commenced..

That these preparations were not more com-

plete and formidable, appears incompre-

hensible.

Jomini in his " summary of the art of war"

when dwelling on this subject says "The
English performed an enterprise which may
be ranged amongst the most extraordinary :

—that against the capital ofthe United States

of America. To the great astonishment of

me world, a handful of seven or eight thou-

sand English were seen to descend in the

midst of a state of ten millions of souls, pene-

trate a considcrabledistance, besiege the otipl-

tal, and destroy thc public establishnicnls

there ; results which history may be searched

in vain for another example of."

It will be well to remark that Jomini in

his comments dwells not on the infraction of

the recognized principles of civilized war-

fare, but upon the incomprehensible state in

which the Americans must have been to

permit a handful of men to commit such de-

vastation in the presence ofso vastly superior

a force.

Before entering on the expedition, it will

be .as well to get rid of one charge that

was made by many American journals

against the commanding officers of the fleet

then lying on the Chesapeake, but no proof

of which has ever been attempted.

During the whole period that the English

fleet were on the waters of the Chesapeake,

the officers, who were sent on shore to pro-

cure provisions and wator, were constantly

beset by crowds of fugitive slaves, who im-

plored to be rescued from a state of bondage.

These appeals, were too piteous, always to be

disregarded, and the consequence was that

hundreds of them were taken on board the

British yessels, from whence they were



HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812. 357

k of proof, Iii-

tion, niid, lin-

es the whole of

ijurious to the

. Fortunate]}',

liat the Ameri-

descent being

20th of June,

g that even at

; defence of the

e commenced,

not more com-

;ars incompre-

["theartofwar"

ect says "The

rise which may
extraordinary

:

he United States

istonishmcnt of

1 or eight thou-

descend in the

IS of souls, pcne-

besiege the et\pi-

establishmcnts

may be searched

of."

that Jominl in

the infraction of

f civilized war-

hensible state in

have been to

commit such de-

vastly superior

icdition, it will

)nc charge that

erican journals

ers of the fleet

c, but no proof

npted.

hat the English

he Chesapeake,

a shore to pro-

wero constantly

ilaves, who im-

itate of bondage,

lus, always to be

uenca was that

n on board the

mce they were

mostly transported to Halifax, a few being

landed at Jamaica. This circumstance it

was that afforded an e.Kcuso for the assertion

•of the American Government, that " the

British, after receiving the negroes, shipped

the wretches to the West Indies, where they

v,'ere sold as slaves, for the benefit ofBritish

officers."

One of their organs the " Norfolk HcrahV

,

-oven announced that "To take cattle or other

fltock, would be consistent with the usages of

civilized warfare ; but to take negroes, Avho

are human beings ; to tear them for ever

from their kindred and connexions is what

we should never expect from a Christian

nation, especially one that has done so much

to abolish the slave trade. Tliere are negroes

in Virginia, and, we believe, in all the

Southern States, who have their interests and

affections as strongly engrafted in their

hearts, as the whites, and who feel the sacred

ties of filial, parental, and conjugal affection,

•equally strong, and who arc- warmly attached

to their owners and the scones of their

nativity."

James very correctly notices this as one of

ihe most inadvertent but happiest pieces of

fiatlre extant ; and so it must appear to all.

Even at the present time, no later than two

days back, a New Orleans journal, the

" Creole" contained an advertisement offering

to purchase slaves from any quarter, and it ',

is impossible to take up a Southern paper

without the eye being offended and the senses
^

disgusted with the accounts of slave sales

—

the attractions of a j'oung quadroon being

dwelt on and puffed with as much minute-

ness as the points of a horse. The revela-

tions of the horrors of American slavery arc

so patent, and have excited such universal

horror, tliat it is almost unnecessary to dwell

on the unparalleled impudence which could

assert that the slaves were warmly attached

to their masters—slave owners selling their
j

children, and the mother of their childrea :

but the bare thought of these things is

sickening, yet the very journals containing

these advertisements were the foremost to

accuse the British of having violated "the

dictates of Christianity and civilization."

The question, too, may bo put in an-

other form. It was submitted to the

House of Representatives, by Mr. Fish of

Vermont, and resolved, "That the committee

on public lands be instructed to enquire into

the expediency of giving to each deserter

from the British army, during the present

war, one hundred acres of the public lauds,

such deserter actually settling the same.

After this specimen of national honor, and

considering what slavery was then in the

United States, the position taken by the

American press, appears the more extraordi-

nary. The assertion that slaves were dragged

awfiy by force with the greatest cruelty is

simply absurd ; it was with the greatest diffi-

culty thut the British commander could vic-

tual his fleet, lying as it did on an enemy's

shore, and it was not vjry probable that he

would suffer his difficul ties in that respect to

be increased by the adilition of loads of ne-

groes, whom, to n' ake profit on it, it would be

necessary to feed and keep in good condition.

The only marvel is that the British Com-

mander should have allowed his feelings of

humnnity to overstep the strict line of duty,

inasmuch as by rescuing those unhappy

victims from slavery he was seriously incon-

veniencing the crews of the vessels under

his command, and so crowding his ships as

to render them almost unfit for going into

action. To return, however, to the expedition.

The President of the United States, in

lr..,.arat!-.ns made by formed officially sinCC

I', states Ooverument.
t],^ oCth of June, of the

approaching storm, lost no time in deter-

mining to prepare ; accordingly the heads of

departments and the Attorney General, were

convened on the 1st July, and it was then

decided, first, "that ten or twelve thousand

draughts from the militia of Pennsylvania,

Maryland, and Virginia, should be held in

reserve in their respective States, ready to

march at a moment's warning.

Secondly. That not less than two, nor

more than tlu'oo thousand of the afore-racn-

tioned draughts, should be asseinl)loilfor im-

mediate service, atsomocentral point between

tlie Potomac and Baltimore.

Thirdly. That the militia of the District of

Columbia, (wo omit detail) making an ag-

gregate of th"ee thousand combatants, should
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constituto a corps at all times disposable,

under the direction of tlio

General."

commanding

That these resolutions T/erc not mere

words, we have General Armstronj^'s testi-

mony, who says : "Nor will it appear from

the rcp(.rt made by the Conpiressional Com-

mittee of. Tnquirj', that any time was lost in

giving effect to these measures, so far as

their execution depended on the War De-

partment. "On the 2nd July," says the

Report, " the tenth military district was

coustituted, and the command given to

General Winder. On the 4th, a requisition

on tlic States for ninety-three thousand five

hundred men was issued. On tlio 14th, the

Governors of Pennsylvani i and Virginia,

acknowledged the receipt of the reimisition,

aud promised promptitude. On the 10th,

the Governor of Maryland was served with a

copy of the requisition, and took measures

to comply Avith it. On the 12th, General

Winder was authorised, in ctv«o of either

menaced or actual invasion, to call into ser-

vice the whole of the Maryland quota (six

thousand men), and on the 18th, five thou-

sand from Pennsylvania and two thousand

From Brijadicr-General Wiiuhr to '..':" Sccretari/

at War.

Sin, Baltimore, Aug. 2r, 1814.

When the enemy arrived at the niouth of tlio

Potomac, of all the militia which I had been
authorized to assemble, there wcro but about

1700 in the field, 13 to 1400 under Genenil

Straiisbury near this place, and 2-jO at Bla-

densbuvg, under lieuteniinf-coloiiel Kramer; the

slow progress of draft, and the imporfect orga-

nization, with the ineffectiveness of the laws to

compel them to turn out, rendered it impos-

sible to have procured more.

The piilitia of this state mid of tliocoiitigunus

parts of Virginia and Vounsylvaiiia were culled

out en IIICI.SSC, but tlie roriiier militia law of I'ciiii-

sylvauia had expired the 1st of .liiiio, or .Inly,

and tlie one iidoptr-.i ji i'g place is not to take

effect in organizing the militia before October.

No aid, therefore, hud been received from that

state.

After all the force that could be put at my
ilisposal in that sliort time, and milking such

dispositions as I deenun' best calculated to pre-

sent the most respc table force at whatever

point the enemy iiii.i'it strike, 1 was eiialilcd

(by the mo-^t active and liarra«sing movement-

of the troo]>s) to intei']inso before tiic enemy at

IJladensbui'g, al)oiit T)!)!)!) men, including ii.')0

regulars and eominodine I'iirney's command.

Much the largest portion of Lhis force arrived

fro u Virginia, making an aggregate (the

rog.ilar infantry, cavalry, marines, flo-

tilla men, and district militia included) of

sixteen thousand six hundred men."

AVlicn wo run over these great preparations

Jomini's surprise, that a liandful of men
should have been pcrmitteil to execute what
they did, is natural, and after the admission.^

made by Armstrong as to their force, it is

pcrfei;tly absurd in American writers to

pretend that, at Bladensburg, they were
conquered by superior members, or that the

descents on Alexandria and Washington
wore not made, literally as Jomini expresses

it, by a handful of men, in the face of a body
outnumbering them three-fold.

Many of these reports have been drawn
from AVinder's despatches, but it was only

to bo expected that a General in AVinder's

position would attempt to represent matters

in the most favorable light.

The two despatches which folIoAV will givo-

the reader a clear insight into all the plans

aud details of the expedition, and General

Winder's despatch, w liich will be found in a

note* will furnish a very good instance of the

truth of an American Inilletin.

on the ground when the enemj' were in sight,

and were disposed to support, in the best
mauuer, the position which General Stansbury
had taken. They had barely rcachetl tlio

ground before the action commenced, which was
about one o'clock P. HI. of tlie 24tli instant,

and continued about an hour. The contest was
not as obstinately maintained as could have
been desired, but was, by parts of the troops,
sustainetl with great spirit and witli prodigious
effect ; and had the wliole of our force been
equally linn, I am induced to believe that the
enemy would have bi^en rapulsed, notwithstand-
ing all the disadvantages under whicii wo
fought. The artillery from lJaltiiuoresn|i]iorted

by major Pinkuey's rille battalion, and a part
of captain Dougiity's tioni the navy-yard, were
in advance to command the pass of the bridge
at IJhuU'iisburg, and j)layed uiioii the enemy, as

I have since learned, Avith very destructive ef-

fect. I5ut the rifle troops were oldiged, after

some time, to retire, and of course the artillery,

Snp<'rior numbers, liowever, rushed npoii them,
and maile their retreat uecassary, not, however,
without great loss on the jiart of the enemy.
Major Pinkney received a severe woutui in his

right arm after he li.id retired to tlie left flank

of Stanshury's brigiule. The right and centre
of Stanshury's brigade, consisting ol' lieutenant

colonel Ragan's and .^hulers reginient.-, gener-
ally, gave way very soon afterwards, with the
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From Major-general Ross to Earl Balhurd.

Toniiiint, in the Patuxent,

Aug. 30, 1814.

Mi' Lord,

I have the honor to communicate to your

lordsliip, that on tho 24th instant, after de-

feating the army of tho United States on

that day, tho troops under my command en-

tered and took possession of tlio city of

Washington.

It was determined between Sir Alexander

Cochrane and myself, to disembark the

army at the village of Benedict, on tho right

bank of the Patuxent, with the inten-

tion of co-operating with rear-admiral Cock-

burn, in an attack upon a flotilla of tlic

enemy's gun-boats, under the command of

commodore Barney. On the 20th instant,

the army commenced its i larch, having land-

ed the previous day without opposition ; on

the 21st it reached Nottingham, and on the

22d moved on to Upper Marlborougii, a few

miles distant from Pig point, on the Patux-

ent, whore admiral Cockburn foil in witli,

excojiti'in of iibovit 40 rallied by colonel llfigan,

after having lost his liorse, and tiiu whnlo or a

piirt of captiiin Shower's company, both of wliom
general Stansbury represents to have made,
even tiius desortetl, a gallant stand. The fall

whicli lieutenant-colonel IJagan received from
his horse, together Avitli his great elTcrts tu

maintain his jiosition, rendered him unable to

follow tlio retreat; wo Jiave therefore to lament
that this gallant and excellent ofiicor has been

taken iirisciner; lie has, however, been iiaroleil,

fiiiit - met him here, recovering from the bruises

oooasioiied by his fall. The loss of his services

at this moment is serious.

The oth Baltimore regiment, under lieute-

nant-colonel Sterrett, being the lei'tofbrigadier-

general Stansbiiry's brigade, i-^till, however,
stood their ground, and except for a momi'nt,

j

when part of theii: recoiled a few steps, re-

mained firm, and stood until ordered to retreat,

with a view to prevent their being outllanked.

The reserve, under brigadier-general Smith,
of tlie district of Ciolumbia, with tin militia of

the city and (leoi'getown, with the regulars
and sonic dt'tachnients of Maryland militia,

llaiiki'il on tlu'ir right by commodore Uarney
and his l)iave fellows, and lieutenant-colonel

Deal, still were to the right on the hill, and
maintained the contest for some time with great
ell'ect.

It is not with me to report the conduct of
commodore narney and his command, nor can
I gjieak from observation, lieing too remote ; but
the concurrent testimony of all who did observe

and defeated the flotilla, taking and destroy-

ing the whole. Having advanced within

10 miles of Washington, and ascertained

tho force of the enemy to bo such as might

authori/e an attempt at carrying his capital,

I determined to make it, and acc(u-dingly

put tho troops in movement on the evening

of the 2;5rd. A corps of about 1200 men ap-

peared to oi)pose us, but retired after firing

a few shots. On tho 24th, tho troops resum-

ed their march, and reached Bladensburg,

a village situate on tho left bank of tho

eastern branch of tho Potomac, alxiut five

miles from Washington.

On tho opposite side of that river, the

enem}' was discovered strongly posted on

very commanding heights, formed in two

lines, his advance occupying a fortified

house, Avhich, with artilh-ry, covered tho

bridge over the eastern branch, which the

British had to pass. A broad and straight

road leading from the bridge to Washington,

ran through tlic enemy's position, which

was carefully defended by artillery and ri-

flemen.

them, does them the highest justice for their

brave resistance, and destructive elfcct they
produced on the enemj'. Comiiiodoie Harney,
after having lost his liorsc, took jiost near one
of his guns, and there untbrtuiiately received a
severe wound in the thigh, and he aKo IVII into

the hands of the enemy. Captain Miller, of the
marines, was wounded in the arm lighting

bravely. From the best intelligence, there re-

mains but little dtmbt that the enemy lost at

least IDO killed and wounded, and of these a
very unusual portion killed.

Our loss cannot, I think, beesfimnted at more
than from "0 to 40 killeil, and W to (iO wounded
they took altogether about 120 prisoners.

Vou will readily understand that it is impos-
sible for mo to speak minutely of ilic merit or

demerit of particular troo]is so littl(> known to

me from their recent aii'l ha-^ty a>s('mblage.

My subsecpient movements for the purpose of
preserving as much of my force as ])ossiblc,

gaining reinforcements, protecting this place,

you already know.

I am, with very great respect, sir, your
obcdic't servant,

W. ir. WlXDini,
Hon. .1. Armstrong, Sec. of War. brig-gen.

Kith mil. dist.

N.r>. We have tn lament that cajitaiu Sterrett,

of the .'')tU l?a!timore regiment, lias also been
wounded, but is doing w<'ll. Other oiri(ri>r3,eno

doubt, deserve notice, but I am as yet unable to

particularize.
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The dispositio. for the attack being made,

it vras commenced with so much impetuosity

Vy tiie light brigade, consisting of the SSth

light infantry, and the light infantry com-

panies of the army under the command of

colonel Thornton, that the fortified house

was shortly carried, the enemy retiring to

the higher grounds.

In support of the light brigade, I ordered

up a brigade under the command of colonel

Brooke, who, with the 44th regiment, at-

tacked the enemy's left, the 4th regiment

pressing his right with such cifoct, as to

cause him to abandon his guns. His first

line giving way, was driven on the second,

which, yielding to the irresistablo attack of

the bayonet, and the well-directed discliarge

of rockets, got into confusion and fled, leav-

ing the British masters of the field. The

rapid flight of the enemy, and his knowledge

of the country, precluded the posibility of

many prisoners being taken, more particu-

larly as the troops liad, daring the day, un-

dergone considerable fatigue.

The enemy's arm}', amounting to 8 or

9000 men, with .3 or 400 cavalry, was under

the command of General Winder, being

formed of troops drawn from Baltimore and

Pcnsylvania. His artillery, 10 pieces of

whlcli fell into our hands, was commanded

by commodore Barney, who was wounded

and t.ikcn prisoner. Tlio artillery I direct-

ed to be destroyed.

Having halted the armv for a short, time,

I determined to march upon ''iVasliingt<.!i. ;miu

reached that city at eight o'clock tiiat night.

Judging it of conserjucnce to complete the

destruction of the public buildings with the

least posilile delay, so that the army might

retire without loss of time, the following

buildings were set fire to and consumed,

—

the capltol, inculding the Sona e-h(iuse and

House of Ki^presentaives, tlio Arsenal, the

Dock-yard, Treasury, War-oflice, President's

Palace, llnpewalk, and the great bridge

across tlic Potomac; in t.ie dock-yard a frig-

ate n'^ai'ly ready to be launched, and a sloop

of wr.:, wore consumed. The two bridges

leading to A\'"asliingtoii over the castorii

|-r 'nch had been desf' jyed by the enemy,

v'ho approliindcd an attack from that quar-

ter. The object of the expedition being ac-

complished, I determined, before any greater

force of the enemy could bo assembled, to

withdraw the troops, and accordingly com-

menced retiring on the night of tlie 2r)th.

On the evening of the 29th we readied Bene-

dict, and re-embarked the following day.

In the performance of the operation I have

detailed, it is with the utmost satisfaction I

observe to you^ lordship, that cheerfulness

in undergoing fatigue, and anxJoty for the

accomplishment of the object, were conspicu-

ous in all ranks.

To Sir A. Cochrane my thanks are due,

for his ready compliance with every wish

connected with the welfare of the troops and
the success of the expedition. To rear-ad-

miral Cockburn, who suggfct'^d the attack

upon "Washington, and who accompanied

the army, I confess the greatest obligation

for his cordial co-operation and advice.

Colonel Thornton, who led the attack, is

entitled to every praise for .i\o noble exam-

ple ho set, which was so weii fi>llawod by

lieutenant-colonel Wood ana tlie 85th light

infantry, and by m\v ir -Tones, of tlio 4th

foot, witli the comp'Uiif.'i attaciied to tiic

light brigade. I lia^ o to xpress my ujipro-

bation of the spirited • j! .luct of c(jlonel

Brooke, and ol'
''^ bri^a j : tlie 4Uh regi-

ment, wiiicli lie 1 1, d'stint; i!>sl!ed itself under

the command of licutcnant-colonel-JIuilLns
;

die gallantry of the 4th foot, under the com-

mand of major France, being equa'ly con-

.^jicuous.

The exertions of captain Jlitcliol, of tlic

royal artillery, bringing the guns in to ac-

tion, were unremitting; to him, and to the de-

tachment under liis command, including

captain Deacon's rocket brigade, and the

marine rocket corps, I feel every obligation.

Captain Linnprioro, of the royal artillery,

mounted a small detachment of tiio artillery

drivers, whicii proved of great utility. The
assistance aflfordod by captain Blancliard, of

the royal engineers, in tlic duties of his de-

partment, was of great advantage. To tiie

zealous exertions of captain AVainwright,

Palmer, and Money, of tlio royal navy, and

to those of the officers and seamen wlio land-

ed with them, the service is highly indebted.
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the latter, captain Money, had charge of the

seamen attached to marine artillery. To

captain M'Dougall, of the 85th foot, who

acted as my aide de camp, captain Falls,

and N) tlio officers of my staff, I foel much

indebted.

I must beg leave to call j'our lordship's

attention to the zeal and indefatigable exer-

tions of lieutenant Evans, acting deputy

quarter-master-gencral. The intelligence

displayed by that officer, in circumstances of

considerable difficulty, induces me to hope

he will meet with some distinguised mark of

approbation. I have reason to be satisfied

with the arrangements of assistant-commis-

sary-Oeneral Lawrence.

An attack upon an enemy so strongly

posted, could not be effected without loss.

I have to lament that the wounds received

by colonel Thornton, and the other officers

and soldiers left at Bladensburg, were such

as provpntod their removal. As many of the

wounded as could be brought off were re-

moved, the others being loft with medical

care and attendants. The arrangements

made by staff surgeon Baxter for their ac-

oomniiidation, have boon as satisfactory as

circuinstanecs would admit of The agent

for British prisoners of war very fortunately

residing at Bladensburg, I have recommend-

ed the wounded officers and men to his par-

ticular attention, and trust to his being able

to effect their exchange when sufficiciily re-

covered.

* Kilk'il (jl; wounded IIjS.

Return of onliKiiicr, ammuiiitio)i, and ordnancc-

slorcf, lakeu from the enemi/ hi the armi/ un-lh

the iomninnd of Major-di'ncnil Robert Ross,

between the Viih anil 'I'Mk of Auynst, 1814.

Au;ru.st 10— 1 24-;iomul cirronnilc.

August 'I'l.— 1 (i-pouiiil tioM-gun, with ciir-

riiigo c'liiiniletc ; 150 stand of arms, with ciir-

louchfs, lie. itc.

August "J (, lit lUadcnshtir<j.—2 IB-pouiulors,

5 l:i [I'^iUuliMs, ;> (l-pnuniiers, wltli fieUl-ciir-

riagci; a quantity of aininuuition lor tlic

above ; 2120 stand of anus.

August 25, at ]Vas/iin(//on.—Brass: G 18.

pouniU'i's, mounted on traversing platfVirnis ; 5
12-pouii'lors, 4 4-po.iiiders, 1 5.] iiidi hmvitzer,

1 5.] int'h mortar. Iriiii : 2G !i2-]i(iuii(lois, lit)

21-poimik'i's, ;34 IB-poundcrs, 27 12-]>ouiuk'rs,

2 IS-piniiiilcrs, iiumntcd on traversing plat-

forms; I'.l 12-pouniler«, on sliip-cnri'iagos ; ;]

13-iucli mortars, 2 8-inoii howitzers, 1 24-pound

Captain Smith, assistant adjutant-general

to the troops, who will have the honor to

deliver this despatch, I beg leave to recom-

mend to your lordship's protection, as an

officer of much merit and great promise, and

capable of affording any further information

that may bo requistito. Sanguine in hop-

ing for the approbation of his royal highness

the prince regent, and of his majesty's gov-

ernment, as to the conduct of the troops

under my command, I have, &c.

R. ROSS, maj-gcn.

I bog leave to enclose herewith a return

of the killed,* wounded, and missing in the

action of the 24tli instant, together with a

statement of the ordnance, ammunition, and

ordnance stores taken from the enemy be-

tween the 19th and 2oth of August and like-

wise sketches fihe scene of action and of

the line of march.

II. M. Sloop Manlv, off Nottingham,

Patuxknt, Aug. 27, 1814.

Sir,

I have the honour to inform yon, that,

agreeably to the intentions I notified *o y ju

in my letter of the 22d instant. I pro. > oae I

by land, on the morning of the 23d, lo Up-

per Marlborough, to meet and confer witli

Major-general Ross, as to our further opCi •

ations against the enemy ; aod we wer"

not long in agreeing on the proprie y cf"

making an immediate attempt on the ci* v of

Washington.

des, 5 18-pound can-o-

. 2 O-pouiid nuns, 2 G-

giin, 5 f?2-pound cnrro

tiades, l;5 12-poun(l f:'

pound guns.

Total uniount of nnon taken—200 ; 500
barrels of powder; MKi.OQO rounds of musket-
ball cartriilgos ; in barrels of fine-griiined

powder; a large q> lity of aainiunition of dif-

ferent natures inanv up.

The navy-yar'l I'lii arsenal Imving lieen set

on lire by tlic y before tliey retired iiu

linnnense (|Uiiiiti it stores (>f every description

jWas destroyed; of wiiieli no account could bo
taken. Seven or eight vry heavy explosions

during the night denoted tiiat there had been
large magazines of powder.

F. G. J. \Vird.TA:\I8,

lieutenant roval artillery, A. Q. M.
.T. miciii:lt,,

captain immandiiig artillery.

N.B. The remain .."neai'20t)(( stand of arms
were discovered wui 'i had been dcstrtiyod by
the ciieny.
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In conformity, tliereforo, witli the wishes

of tlio general, I hiHtantly sent orilera for

our marine and naval forces, at Pinf-point, to

bo forthwith moved over to Mount Calvert,

and for the marine-artillery, and a pro-

portion of the Reanien, to bo there hmded,

and with the utmost possible expedition to

join the army, which I at once readily agreed

to accompany.

The major-general then made his dispo-

sitions, and arranged that Captain Robins,

with the marines of the sliips, should retain

possession of Upper Marlboroguh, and that

the marine-artillery and seamen should
follow the army to the ground it was to oc-

cupy for the night. The army then moved
on, and bivouacked before dark about five

miles near AVashington.

In the night, captain Palmer of the Ileb-

rus, and cai>tain Money of the Traave,

joined us with the seamen and with the

marine-artillery, under Captain Harrison.

C.i,,tain "Wainwvight of the Tonnant, had
accompanied mo the day before, as had also

lieutenant James Scott, acting first lieuten-

ant of the Albion.

At daylight, on the morning of the 24th,

I'lo major-general aga' i put the ari.iy in

motic M, directing his march upon IMadens-

bnrgli : on reaching which place, with the

advanced Ijrigado, the onomy was observed

drawn up in force or. a rising ground beyond
the town ; and by tln' fire he soon opened (Ui

us as W(! eiuered the jilace, gave us to un-

derstand ho was well ))rotocted by artillery.

General Ross, however, did not hesitate in

immcuiatoly advancing to attack him; al-

though our troops Mere almost exhausted

wi b the fatigue of the march they had just

All ic, and but a small proportion of our

litt!'! arn.y had yet got up. This dashing

n.cjasuro w.k, 'luwever, I am happy to adil,

CI o-vncd with le success it -ncrited ; for, in

s;>ile oftlio gab'.i g fire of the enemy, our

ti'ocjj,- ii'ivanted steadily on both iiis fianks,

and ii i

' fruut ; and, as soon as they ar-

rived 01. en ground with him, ho lied in

every '' action, leaving behind him 10

pieces of nnon, and a, considerable num-

ber of killed and wounded ; amongst tlu'

latter Commodore TJarnoy, and several other

officers. Some other prisoners wore also

taken, though not many, owing to the swift-

ness with wliicli the enemy went oil", and the

fatigue our army had previously undergone.

It would, sir, bo deemed presumption in

me to attempt to give you particular details

respecting the nature of this battle ; I shall,

therefore, only remark generally, that the

enemy, 8,000 strong, on ground he had

chosen as best ada^ited for him to defond,

where he had time to erect his batteries, and

concert all his measures, was dislodged, as

soon reached, and a victory gained over

him, by a division of the British army, not

amounting to more than l.)00 men, headed

by our gallant general, whose brilliant

achievements it is bej'ond my power to do

justice to, and indeed no possible comment

could enhance.

The seamen, with the guns, were, to their

great mortification, with the rear-division,

during this short, l)ut decisive action. Those,

however, attached to the ro' k't-brigade.

were in the battle ; and I remarked, with

nuich ])leasure, the precision with which the

rockets were thrown by them, under the di-

rection of first-lieutenant Lawrence, of the

mi.rine-artillcry. Mr. .leremiab M'Daniel,

master's mate of the Tcuniant, a very fine

young man, who was attached to tliis party,

being severely wounded, I beg, permission to

recommend him to your favcurable consid-

eration. The Company of marines i iiave on

many occasions had cause to mention to

you, comnninded by first-lieiitouant Ste-

phens, under the temporary c(imi;;;>nd of

captain Reed, of the 0th A\'cst India regiment,

(these companies being attached to the light

brigade), and they respectively liehaved

with their accustomed zeal and bravery

None other of the naval departnu'nfc were

fortunate enough to arrive up in time to take

their siiare in this battle, excepting captain

Palmer, of the llebrus, with bis aid-do-

camp, Mr. Arthur Wakefield, niiJ.Nliiimicn

of that ship, ai\d lieutenant James Scott,

first of the Albion, who acted as my aide-de-

camp, and remained with me during the

whole time.

The contest being completoiy ended, and

the enemy having retired Irom the field, the
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general gave the army about two liourH rest,

when lio iigain moved forwanl on Wasliiu;;-

ton. It was, however dark before we
reached tliat city ; and, on ilic general, my-
self, and some offieerH advancing a siiort

way jmst tiio iirst iiouses of tlie town, witii-

out being acc(jniiianied by the troojiH, tlic

enemy opened upon us a lieavy fire of

musketry, from tiie c^apitol and two other

liousca; tlieso were tiierefore, ahnost im-

mediately stormed by our people, taken

possession of, and set on fire ; after wliich

the town submitted without further rewist-

anco.

Tiic enemy himself, on our entering the

town, set lire to the navy-yard, (filled with

naval stores), a frigate of the largest class

almost ready for launching, and a sloop of

war lying off it; as ho did also the fort

which protected the sea-approach to Wash-

ington.

On taking possession of the cit}', we .also

set fire ti> the iiresidcnt's palace, the treasury,

and the war-otlice ; and, in the morning,

captain AVainwright went witii a party to

see that the destruction in the navy-yard

was complete ; when he destroyed whatever

stores and buildings had escajicd the flames

of the preceding night. A large (piantity

of ammunitioi: and ordnance stores were

likewise destroyed by us in the arsenal ; as

wore about 200 pieces of artillery of differ-

ent calibres, as well as a vast (piantity of

small-arms. Two ro])e-walks of a very

extensive nature, full of tar-rope, Ac, situ

Manly, the tenders, and tiio lioats, and I

iiave hoisted my ling, ])ro tciiijidir, in tho

former. The troops will probably march to-

morrow, or the next day at I'arthest, to

Henedict for rc-embarkation, and tiiis ilotilla

will of course join you at the same time.

In closing, sir, my statement to you, of

tho arduous and highly important opcr.ations

of this hist week, I have a most pleasing

duty to perform, in assuring you of tho good

condiu't of tho officers and men who have

Ijcen serving under me. I have been particu-

larly indebteil, whilst on this service, to

captain Wainwright of the Tonnant, for tho

assistance he has invariably afforded me ; and

to captain Palmer and Money, for their ex-

ertions during the march to and from Wash-

ington. To captain Nourse, who has com-

manded the flotilla during my absence, my
acknowledgments are also most justly duo,

as well as to captains Sullivan, Badcock,

Somerville, Ramsay, and Bruce, who have

acted in it under him.

Lieutenant James Scott, now first of the

Albion, has, on this occasion, rendered mo

esseitial services; and as I have iiad rea-

son so often of late to mention to you the

galliint and meritorious conduct of this

officer, I trust you will permit me to sei/.o

this opportunity of recommending him par-

ticularly to your favorable notice and con-

sideration.

Captain Robins, (the senior officer of mar-

ines with the fleet,) who has had, during

these operations, the marines of the ships

ated at a considenilde distance fVom thel"'"*^'^
under his orders, has executed ably

yard, were likewise set fire to and consumed. ^"'' ''•^^^^""^'.V tli« several services with which

in short, sir, I do not lielievo a vestige of
'^^ '"^^ '^*^'^" entrusted, and is entitled to my

public property, or a store of any kind,
^'^'''^ acknowledgments accordingly

;
as is

which could be' converted to the use of tho
'il-'"' '"M'tain Harris in of the marine-urtillery,

who, with the officers and men attached to

ei^iy ended, .and

rom the Hold, the

government, escaped destruction: the bridges

across the Eastern Brandi and the Potomac
were likewise destroyed.

This general devastation being completed
during tho day of the 2r)th, we luaiched

again, at nine that night, on oiir return, by
Blailcnsburgh, to Upp(u- ^lurliiorough.

AVe arrived yesterday evening at tho lat-

ter, without molestation of any sort, indeed

witliout a single musket having been lired
;

and this morning we moved on to this ])hico,

where I have found his majesty's sloop

i\im, acc(nnpained the army to and from

Washington.

Mr. Dobie, surgeon of the Melpomene,

voiuntecred his professional services on this

occasion, and rendered much assistance to

tho wounded on the field of battle, as well

as to mail}- of tlie men taken ill on the line

of march.

One colonial marine killed, 1 master's

mate, 2 sei-jeants, and o colonial marines

wounded, are the casualities sustained by
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tho naval department ; a p;eneral Hat of the

killed and wounded of tho whole army will,

of courHO, accompany the report of the ma-

jor-general.

I have the honour he, &c.

G. COCKHURN, rear-admiral.

Vi.'e-admiral the hon.

. Sir A. Cochrane, K. B. &c.

P.S.—Two long C-poundcrs guns, intended

for a battery i;t Nottingham, were taken off,

and put on board the Bruno, and one taken

at Upper Marlborough was destroyed.

As usual, Messrs Thomson and Smith give

Ocncral observnlions >» tlicir aCCOUntS the
oil the expepitioii. ^ost exaggerated esti-

mates of tho attacking force, reducing, in an

inverse ratio, that of their countrymen. For-

tunately, they contradict each other in such

a manner, and Gen. AVilkinson's testimony

is so positive, that the correctness of tiie two

Britisli despatches is estabiisiied. Mr.

Thomson, in the first place, states the British

force at six thousand men, just one thousand

more than Mr. O'Connor, and two thousand

more than Dr. Smith. In tho second place,

ho says, spciking of the American force

—

" These consisted of but five thousand men,

and offered battle to tho English troojts, but

General Ukss turned to his right and took the

road to Marlborough."

Here is a direct insinuation that a superior

body of British troops were afraid to meet an

inferior force. Surely Mi. Thomson should

have reflected on the consequences of making

this statement, and that its absurdity must

strike every one wlio reads even hia own

history. Six thousand men are afraid to

fight five thousand, yet, strange to say, they

porsevcrc in their marcii into the heart of an

enemy's country, knowing tliat their enemy

is every moment becoming stronger. Really

Mr. Thomson miglit have perceived the in-

consistency !

General Wilkinson puts the matter in an-

other light, and, speaking of General Ross,

says
—" (icncral iloss marched from Not-

tingliaui tlie »iime morning, by tho chapel

road leading to Marlborough ; and, on dis-

covering, the American troops, sent a de-

tachment to his K-'tt to meet tllenl,^vhich ad-

vanced to the foot of tho hill near Odcn's

house, when tho American troops fell back
and the enemy resumed their marcli."

Tho real facts, independent of Wilkinson

are so notorious, that we cannot conceive how
Thomson could have ventured to make his

statement.

General AVindcr's dispatch is nearly ns

(icnoriii winder's dis- mendacious as Mr.
'"'•''''• Thompson's assertions.

The statement as to force contained in both

General Ross and Admiral Cockburn's dis-

patches are fully borne out by General Arm-
strong,* and AVinder himself admits that his

force amounted to five thousand men, yet

with a superiority of more than three to one

he ascribes his defeat to the disadvantages

under which he laboured.

Now we ask, in what did these disadvan-

tages consist? was it *hat sufficient time fur

preparation had not been afforded 1 Tiiiij

could not be, as, from the 2Gth June, the

Government had l)een apprised of the tlircat-

encd visit. We iiave shown by Armstrong

that it was not from inferiority of force. In

what, then, did tho disadvantages consist?

Wo have no liesitation in answering—to the

shameful conduct of his men, and the total

want of precautions on the part of the Ge-

neral, in neglecting to avail hiinself of tho mi-

litary obstacles that might have boon used

advantageously to imyicde tiie enemy's ap-

proai^h. General Wilkinson writes, " Not a

single bridge was broken, not a causeway

destroyed, not an inundation attempted, not

a tree fallen, not a rood of tho road obstruct-

ed, nor a gun fired at the enemy, in a march

of near forty miles, from Benedict to Upper

Marlborough, by a route on which there are

ten or a dozen difficult defiles ; wliioh, with

a few hours' labour, six pieces of ligat artil-

lery, three hundroil infantry, two hundred

riflemen, and sixty dragoons, might have

been defended against any force that coidJ

approach them ; such is tho narrowness of

the road, tho profundity of the ravines, the

steepness of tho acclivities, and the siuup-

nets of the ridges."

Wo think the above extract will prove our

assertion, as toWinder's capability ofopposing

* Notices of tho War, p. 130.
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a young and dashing commander like Ross.

Winder's statement as to his force is unhap-

pily disproved ])y Dr. Smith, who gives a

detailed list, which v.e suljoin:

"The army under General Winder," says

doctor Smith, " consisted of:

—

"United Stales' dragoons MO
Marylandditto 210

District ol Cohinibia ditto oO

V^irginia ditto 100

o;50

Regular infantry 500

Seamen and marines tiOO

1100

Stansbury's brigade of militia ... Hi')!)

Sterrett's regiment, ditto oOO

Baltimore artillery, ditto 150

I'inkney's battalion, ditto 150

Smith's brigade, ditto 1070

Cramer's battalion, ditto 1! 10

Waring's detachment, ditto 150

Maynard's ditto, ditto 150

215;;

1010

Buall's and Hood's regiment of do. 800

Volunteer corps ;!5Q

1150

1

Total at Bladensburg

At ha I) J.

Young's brigade of militia 450

Minor's Virginia corps COO

051:3

1050

Grand Total r50::

General Wilkinson is very sarcastic in his

account of Bladensburg. lie says, " their

President was in the field ; every eye was

turned upon the chief; every bosom throbbed

with conlidcnco, and every nerve was strung

with valor. No doubts remained with the

troops that in their chief magistrate they

hulield their Commander-in-chief, who, like

another Maurice, having, by his iiTCsolution,

exposed the country to the chances and acci-

dents of a general engagement, had now
come forward to repair the error by his

activity in the field ; determined to throw

himself into t!io gap of danger, and not to

survive the power of his country."

If General Wilkinson is severe on Mr.

President Madison, ho ia equally plain

s|)okcu with respect to the troops, and bears

clear testimony as to the actual numbers of

the British engaged. He says, "the Ameri-

can force they routed by about seven hundred

and fifty rank and file of the 4th and -I4th

regiments." <^

The disparity of loss between tho two

armies is easily accounted for, as we find

twenl3--foiir pieces of artillery marked on

General Wilkinson's diagram. Those com-

pletely enfiladed the bridge, and were very

destructive to the advancing columns, The

American loss was trifling, as they seem, in

common with tho President, to have acted

on the ]iriiiciplo ' lie that fights and runs

awaj',' and so forth."

liy the American estimate of public pro-

perty destroyed at Washington i, would

appear that full satisfaction was taken for

the injuries committed at Newark and else-

where. The estiiiate returned t Govern-

ment was as fdlows :

—

Ainen'i-an c.diniale nfpuhllcpropcrh/ ilcstroyal

at Wa^hiiKjton.

The committee appointed by tho American

congress to inquire into the circumstances

attending the capture of Washington, and

the destruction consc(jueiit on that event,

after giving a statement of the operations in

the navy-yard, report the following estimate

of the j)ublic property destroyed :

—

Dollars.

The capital, including all costs, 787,103

President's house, 2o4,;i34

Public oflices, 93,013

1,115.110

But the committee remark, as the walls of

the capital and president's house are good^

they suppose that the sum of 400,000 dollars

will bo sufficient to place the buildings in

the situation they were in previous to their

destruction.

The losses sustained in the navy-yard are

thus estimated :

—

Dollars.

417,745

91,425

509,170

In moveable property,

In buildings and fixtures
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' aiul di'striictidn,

oU()US)irii)t of that

nocliniiio'H lettc, as Homo oxprosMloiis in it

wcro laid iiold of us broiitliiiif; u most »aii

guitiiiry 1111(1 ruthlcsH spirit:

—

From vlrc-atdiiirul C'nc/iranc lu Mr, Motirov,

U'\!i Mivjcsty'H Hhip the Tunnnnt, in tliu

I'lituxcut river, Aug. 18, 1814.

SlK,

Iliivin;^ !)(H'a cullod on liy tlio "jovcrnor-

goiioi'iil of tlio CiuiiidiiH to aid him in carry-

inj; into oill'ct mciiHiiros of retaliation a;^ainst

the inliabitiintH of tlic United States, for tiie

WitI lilt dwc'.lliij; (in tiie (h'|ilor!iblo cruultioH

Cuiiimiltfd li^ tho Mivii^cs in tlie liiitlsii riinks,

and in Hiiti^li [liiy, on Ani'^rican inisoni'is, at

the liver Uaisin, whicii to tiiis ilay iiiive ncvci'

bi-en disa'dwi'il, or iitniicd, 1 rofer, as more im-
mcdiali'ly ('iiMiu'i.'ti'd witli the snlijoct of your
letter, to th(! wanton desolation tliat was com-
mitted Mt llii\re-ih'-(jraee. and at Oeorjre town,

oarly in the siiriii;^ of lHl;i. Tiiese villages

were l)urnt mid nivMged hy tiie naval forecs ol

Ore, it r,.itaiii, to the ruin of their uniirined in-

hal)i'.int.s, who saw witii astcjiiishiiient they de-

rived no pniteclioii to their property from the

laws of war. Dmiiifr the same season, scenes

of invasion iind iiillane, carrieil on under tiie

same autlmrity, were witne-sed all along the

waters nf the ( 'iiesapeiike, to an extent intlietiiiir

the mo,-t siiious jirivate distress, niid under cir-

cumstances that Jiislitied the sii--picion, tliatre-

veiij;e ai' 1 cu|ii'luy, rather than the manly
motives tliat should liciate the hostility of u

high-minded foe, Icil to their perpetration. The
late destriulioii of the houses of governiii at in

this city, is aiiotiier act which comes necessarily

into view. In tluMvars of modern Kurope, no
cxamjiles of the kind, even among nations the

mcst liiistile tn each other, can bo iraced. In

the course of ten years past, the capitals of the

princijial powers of the (.'ontinent of i'jirope

have been coii(|Uered, ami occupied altern.itely

by the victorious armies of each other, and no
instance of such wanton and justifialde destruc-

tion Ifis been seen. We must go back to dis-

tant and b;irIiarous ages to timl a parallel for

the acts of which I complain. Although these

acts of desolation invited, if they did not impose
on the government, the necessity of retaliation,

yet in no instance has it been authorized. The
burning of the village of Newark, in Upper Ca-
nada, posterior to the early outrages above
enumerated, was not executed on that principle.

The village of Newark adjoined Fort-George,
and its destruction was justified by the officer

who ordered it, on the ground that it became
necessary in the military operations there. Tlie

act, however, was disavowed by the government.
The burning which toolc place at Long-point

wanton destriu lion coininitlcil by ijicir army
in rppcr Canada, it lias In coino iiiipcriousiy

my duty, eonfi)rnml)ly with the nature of

till' ^'ovenor-^enerai'M applicalion, to issue

to till) naval force under my coiiimand, an
order to destroy and lay waxto such towns

and districts upon the coast as may lie found

assailable.

1 liad hoped tliat this contest would liavo

lerniinatcd, wlthuiit my bcinif <dili!;('d to

resort to se\< rities wliiidi are contrary to the

usa;j;es of civilised warfare ; and as it liau

was unauthorized by the government, and the
conduct of the olliccr sul jccteil to the investiga-
tion of a military Irihinial. Fdi- the liurniiM'-of

St. David's, coiiiinillcd liy straL',i;'lers, the olficer

who cmnmaniicd in that i|iiartcr was dismissed
without a trial, for not prevriitiiig it,

I am ciiiiimaii led liy the iiresiilent distinctly
to state, that it as little comports with any
orders issued to the iiiiliti'iy and naval com-
manders of the I'nited States, as it does with
the estahli-hed ami known humanity of the
.\mericaii nation, to pursue a .system which it

appears you have adopted. The government
owes to itself, and to tiie ]iriiiciple whicli it has
ever held sacred, to disavow, as justly charge-
able to it, any such wanton, cruel, and unjusti-
liablc warfare.

Whatever unauthoilzed irregularity may have
been committed by any of its troops, it would
imve been ready, acting on these ]irinciples of
-acred and eternal olilig.atinn, to disavow, and
as far as might be lu'iieticahle, to rejiair. 15ut
in the plan of desolating warfare which voiir
letter so explicitly makes known, and which is

attempted to lie excused on a plea so utterly
groundless, the president perceives a spirit of
deep-rooted hostility, which, without the evi-

dence of such facts, he could not have believed
existed, or would have been carried to such an
extremity.

For the reparation of injuries, of whatever
nature they may be, not sanctioned by the law
if nations, which the naval or military forces
of either power may have committed against
the other, this government will always bo ready
to enter into reciprocal arrangements. It is

presumed that your government will neither
expect or propose any wdiich are not reciprocal.

Should your government adhere to a system
ofdesolation so contrary to the views a h1 practice

of the United States, so revolting to humanity
and repugnant to the sentiments and usages of
the civilized world, whilst it will be seen with
tlio deepest regret, it must and will be met with
a determination and constancy becoming a free
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been with oxticn,:' reluctance and concern

that I have found aiybclf compelled to adopt

this system of devastation, I shall be equally

gratified if the conduct of the executive of

the United States v.ill authorise my staying

such proceedings, by making reparation to

the sufiering inhabitants of Upper Canada ;

thereby manifesting that if the destructive

measures pursued by their army were ever

sanctioned, they will no longer be permit-

ted by the government.

people, contending in a just cause for tbelr

essential rights and their dearest interests.

1 have the honour to be, w th great consid-

eration, sir, your n.ost obedient humble ser-

vant.

Vice-admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane,

commander in chief cf his Britannic

majesty's ships and vessels.

JAMES MUxNTiOE.

Mr. ^fadisc)l's Proclamation.

liyhei'cas, the enemy, by sudden incursion,

Lave succeeded in invading the capital of the

nation, defended at the moment by troops less

numerout than their own, and almost entirely

of the militia ; during their possession of which,

though for a single day only, they wantonly
desti'oyed the public edifices, having no relation

in their struciure to operation;; of war, nor
used at the time for military annoyance ; s'>me

of these edifices being also costly monuments of

state, and of arts ; and the others, depositories

of the public archives; not only precious to the

nation, as the memorials of its origin and its

early transactions, but interesting to all nations,

as contributions to the general stock of histori-

cal instruction and political s^cience.

And, wli reas, advantage has been taken of

the loss of a fort, more immediately guarding
the neighbouring town of Alexandria, to place

the town within a range of a naval force, too

long and too much in the habit of abusing its

superiority, wherever it can be applied, to re-

quire, as tlie alternative of a general conflagra-

tion, an undisturbed plunder of private property,

which has been executed in a manner peculiarly

distressing to the inhabitants, who had incon-

siderately cast themselves on the justice and
generosity of the victor.

And, whereas, it now appears, by a direct

communication from the British naval com-
mander on the American station, to be his

avowed purpose to employ the force under his

direction, in destroying and laying waste such
towns and districts upon the coast as may be
found assailable ; adding to this declaration the

nsulting pretext, that it is in retaliation for a
wanton destruction committed by the army of

the United States in Upper Canada; when it is

notorious, that no destruction has been com-
mitted, which, notwithstanding the multiplied

outrages previously committed by the enemy,

I have the honour to be, sir, with much
consideration, your most obedient humble

servant.

ALEXANDER COCIIHANE,

Vice-admiral and commander in chief of

his Britannic majesty's ships and vessels

upon the North American station.

The hon. James Monroe,

Secretary of State, &c.

Washington.

was not unauthorised, and promptly shewn to

be so, and that the United States have been as

constant in their endeavours to reclaim the

enemy from such outrages, by tlic contrast of

their own example, r\a they have been ready to

terminate, on reasonable condition, the war
itself.

And, whereas, these proceedings and declared

purposes, which exhibit a deliberate dii<regard

of tlie principles of humanity, and the rules of

civilized Avarfare, and which i' ust give to the

existing war a character of extended devastation

and barbarism, at the very moment of ncgocia-

tion for peace, invited by the enemy liimself,

leave no prospect of safety to anything within

the reach of his predatory and incendiary ope-

rations, but in a manly and universal determi-

nation to chastise and expel the invader.

Now, therefore, I, James Madison, President

of the United States, do issue this my procla-

mation, exliorting all the good people, therefore,

to unite tlieir hearts and hands in giving effect

to the ample means possesf^ed for that purpose.

I enjoin it on all officers, civil and militaiy, to

exert themselves in executing the duties with

which they are respectively charged. And,
more especially, I require the oflicers, com-
manding the respective military districts, to be
vigilant and alert in providing for the defence

thereof; for the more effectual accomplisliment

of which, they are authorised to call to the de-

fence of exposed and threatened places, propor-

tions of the militia, most convenient thereto,

whether they be, or be not, parts of the quotas

detached for the service of the United States,

under requisitions of the general government.

On an occasion which appeals so forcibly to

the proud feelings and patriotic devotion of the

American people, none will forget what they

owe to themselves ; what they owe to their

country; and the high destinies which await it;

what to the glory acquired now, and to be

maintained by their sons, with the augmented
strength and resources wth which time and
Heaven have blessed them. In testimony

whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and
caused the seal of the United States to bo

affixed to these presents. Done at Washington,

Sept. 1, 1814.

By the President.

JAMES MADISON
James Munrob, Secretary of State.
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Attack on Alexandria. — Sir Peter Parker's

death.—Captain Gordon's terms.—Ingersol

on Madison and Armstrong.—Demonstration

against Baltimore.— General Smith's de-

spatch.—^Opinions of the American writers

, an the descent on Baltimore.—Plattsburgh.

Unfortunately, Mr. Madison's proclama-

tion given in our last chapter has been in-

vested with an appearance of justice by the

articles which appeared in the Annual lietjiis-

ter, and by other passages, subb iquently, in

Mr. Macaulay's works. We confess we can-

not regard this afifair in the same light,

and can only look on the pi'oclamation as an

attempt by Mr. ]Madison to cover his own defi-

ciencies. In the first place, he terms an expe-

dition, which he had been warned, two months

previously, would be undertaken, a sudden in-

cursion, and then endeavours to prove the

ruthlessncss of Sir George Cockburn in car-

rying out his plans, by the assertion that

"buildings having no relation to war were

destroyed."

When General Ross was fired at from the

Capitol, did not that act render this building

ftn object for legitimate attack? And, in the

destruction of the houses of Representatives,

and the Treasury, was a worse act committed :

than when Colonel Campbell, of the United

States army, destroyed the dwelling-house

and other buildings of a Canadian, and jus-

tified the act, as according to the usages of

war, because a troop of British dragoons

had just fied from them ?

Ingersol has made great capital out of an

article which appeared in the Annual Regis-

24

icr, for 1814, and that our readers may judge

of the comments for themselves, we give the

extract, taking it, not from Ingersol, but the

Register itself.

"By the capture of Washington, the

American Government not only sustained a

severe loss in property, but incurred much
reproach from the nation, especially from

the party adverse to the war, as having

been the occasion of u disgrace which it had

taken no cficctual measures to prevent. A
vulnerable part of the Republic was now ex-

posed, and men's minds were impressed

with a sense of imminent danger, where be-

fore it had been regarded only as a remote

possibility. On the other hand, it cannot

be concealed, that the extent of devastation

practised by the victors, brought a heavy

censure upon the British character, not only

in America, but on the continent of Europe.

U is achiowled.gcd, that strict discipline teas

observed, tokile the troops were in posscssioii

of Washington, and pricaie property was

anxiomhj protected: but the destruction not

only of every establishment connected with

war, but of edifices consecrated to the pur-

poses of civil government, and afibrding

specimens of the advance of the fine arts

among a rising people, was thought an indul-

gence of animosity more suitable to the

times of barbarism, than to an age and na-

tion in which hostility is softened by senti-

ments of generosity and civilised policy."

It will bo seen, in this extract, that the

writer distinctly says, not that the attack on

Washington really was an act suited to bar-

barous ages, but only that it was thought so.
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Mr. Ingcrsol, however, luis not failed to

quote this passage, and even so late as 1848,

hints at a retaliation, to be accomplished hy

tlie burning of London, and the destruction

of the capital of the nation that taught Ame-

rica her vulnerability, by the devastation of

Washington.

A great deal too has been made of the fact

that Admiral Cochrane made prizes in the

Nominy River of a large quantity of tobacco,

besides rescuing from slavery one hundred

and thirty five slaves, and taking on lx)ard a

number of cattle, to relieve his stores already

overtaxed by the necessity of finding food

for so many addditional mouths.

Mr. O'Connor designates all this plundered

property ; but Mr. O'Connor should have re-

collected that he did not term the seizure of

the North West Company's goods plunder,

but held the capture as good prize by the

maritime law of nations. We should wish,

then, some American casuist to define the

differences between the two cases.

Two other expeditions were undertaken

almost simultaneously with the attack on

Washington—one on Alexandria, the other

directed .H;g|iinst a party of militia assembled

at Waltham farm.

The first of these was attended with con-

siderable su ccess, astwenty

one merchant vessels, laden

with sixteen thousand barrels of flour, a

thousand hogsheads of tobacco, besides a

considerable quantity of cotton and other

articles were captureu. The town of Alex-

andria and its inhabitants, with all their

property remained unmolested, as they had

signified their readiness to subrnft without

resistance to the invading party.

The second expedition ended more disas-

trously, and resulted in

thcdeath ofa very gallant

officer, Sir Peter Parker. This officer, while

his ship was at anchor at Moor's fields, re-

ceived information that two hundred Ameri-

can riflemen were encamped behind a wood,

about a mile from the beach, and deter-

mined if possible to carry the American

camp by a night attack, and, on the evening

of the 29th August, he made, at the head of

nearly one hundred and forty men, a most

gallant attack on tho American position.

Attack on Alexandria.

Sir Peter Parker's death.

The enemy were, however, very strongly

posted, and after a sharp struggle the British

fell back, in consequence of the dcatli of tlicir

leader. Sir Peter Parker, It must not Ic

omitted that tho retreat of the British scnmcn

did not commence until they had seen tholr

opponents in full retreat before them.

On the 3rd of September the Briti.sh troops,

under Captt-in Gordon, began a retrograde

march from Alexandria, and by the 9th, al-

though many difficulticsprcscntcd themselves

by a combination of skill, diligence, and

good fortune, tho British Commander was

enabled to withdraw and anchor his whole

squadron in perfect safety.

Ingersol seems determined always to find

some excuse for his countrymen, and, in the

present instance, althoughnone was required,

he is prepared to assign a reason for the non-

defence of Alexandria. In the first plai;e tlic

Captain commanding was guilty of miscon-

duct and was cashiered. Secondly, the Cuni-

mon Council were inimical to Mr. Madison's

administration. Would it not have suffiocJ

for Mr. Ingersol to state that the Sea Horse

and Euryalus frigates with some other smaller

vessels layoff the town, and that there could

be no hesitation on the part ot the defenceless

inhabitants, tho fighting portion of which

did not exceed one hundred militia men, in

chosing between security and total ruin.

American writers have exhausted the vo-

cabulary ofabuse in finding epithets to launch

against Captain Gordon's acts, but to sliow

how undeserved were their attacks it is but

necessary to transcribe theconditions imposed

on the citizens of Alexandria.

The town ofAlexandria (with the exception

„ ^ . , of public works) shall not be
Uordons terms. , f , , ', ,,. .

destroyea, unless hostilities are

commenced on the part of the Americans,

nor shall the inhabitants be molested in any

manner whatsoever, or their dwelling houses

entered, if the following articles are complied

with :

—

Article 1. All naval and ordnance stores

must be immediately given up.

Article 2. Possession will be immediately

taken of all the shipping, and their furniture

must be sent on board by tho owners without

delay.
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Article 3. Merchandise ofevery description

must be instantly delivered up, and to prevent

any irregularities that might be co'mmitted

in its embarkation the merchants have it in

their option to Uiad the vessels generally em-

ployed fov that purpose, when they will be

towed off by us.

Article 4. llcfreshmcnts of every descrip-

tion to be supplied to tlie ships, nndpaiilforai

Vie market price l»j bills on the British Gocerii-

ment.

Article 5. Officers will bo appointed to

sec that these articles are strictly complied

with, and any deviation or non-compliance

on the part of the inhabitants of Alexandria

will render this treaty null and void.

American historians when descanting on

these terms jvre but too apt to dwell on Arti-

cle No. 3, l/ut wo should recommend to their

especial notice also No. 4, paticularly as this

Article was strictly complied with, andnotj^j^^
kindest and most touch!

an article of food was taken on board the

vessels without full and prompt payment.

Even the Government organs at Baltimore,

when Indulging in every species of vitupera-

tion did not dare to deny this.

Ingersol is silent on the subject and mere-

ly contents himself with designating the

prizes made as spoil, we should however like

Mr. Ingersol to say what difference existed

between the West Indiamen or South Sea

whalers captured at sea by the Americans

and merchant vessels captured in an enemy's

port.

Ingersol is very bitter on both Mr. ^Madi-

son and Gene-

ral Armstrong,

on the one for his poltroonery, and on the

latter for his contemptuous indifference of

what was going on around him. He says,

—

"Emerging from his hiding-place, and

Boon informed of the enemy's precipitate de-

parture, the President likewise turned his

steps towards deserted Washington, where

his presence was the signal of universal re-

cuperation—his own, the capital, and the

country—risen like Antaeus from his fall.

Such are war's vicissitudes and compensa-

tions. At Georgetown, at the tavern, in the

apple orchard, and at the hovel in the woods,

the commander-in-chief of the army and

navy of the United States, and of the militia

lascrsol on iliidison and Armstrong.

of the scvral states, when called into actual

service, forces then afoot excooiling one hun-

dred and fifty thousand men, drank the bit-

ter lees of public disgrace, and suiforod many
of the pains and peiiiiltios inflicted on power

degraded: encompassed by crowds of his

countrymen, flying from their desolated

dwellings, many of them in arms, crying

aloud for his downfall, begrudging even his

wife the sanctuary of a common inn : both

the reviled and revilers pursued by resistless

foes, bent on the indiscriminate destruction

of all alike. The night following came some

compensation for such punishment—the last

night of Madison's exile, and eve of his re-

storation to almost universal favor. It was

spent in the family of Quaker hosts, stran-

gers to him, and conscientious adversaries of

all war, who, with primitive hospitality,

welcomed friend Madison, entertaining him

and his outcast comrades in misfortune with

ing attentions.

Refreshed by sweet repose under the (Quaker

roof, they returned next day to Washington
;

and on the way were joined by General

Armstrong. After his suggestion to fortify

and defend the Capitol was, with his own
acquiescence, overruled by General Winder

and Colonel Monroe, the Secretary of War
rode to his lodgings in the cit^', provided

himself with a change of clothes and one of

Scott's novels, with which he withd'cw to a

farm-house in Maryland, where he was found

next morning, quietly enjoying his romance.

Coldly accosted by every one of the Presi-

dent's party, except Mr. Madison, whose be-

haviour was as usual, the war secretary felt

the first symptoms of that nearly universal

aversion which marked his return to Wash-
ington, and protested against his continuance

in the war department. Never well liked

by Madison, who yielded to the political,

local, and critical inducements which took

General Armstrong, from commanding the

garrison and important station of the city of

New York, into the cabinet, hia contempt

for all but regular troops, and for party, if

not popularity, his military and aristocratic

democracy, supine and sarcastic deportment

and conversation, habitual disparagement of

the wilderness capital, the negligence im^

puted to him of its defences, and his opinion

frequently expressed, that it was too insig-
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nificunt to bo in clanf;er, fomenting tho de-

sire ni' n liavo of n sacrifice, filled Wushin;;-

ton with hisenemios, then fevered to animosity

by its destruction, and festered to rancorous

hate. Men require victims, and it was na-

tural to make them of Armstron;^ and Win-

der, as alone guilty of what all tho rest were

to blame for, and, which were in fact, infirmi-

ties of republican institutions. The fall of

Wasliington endangered the removal of the

eat of government from a place which both

east and west began to disparage. Leading

men there, Charles Carroll, of Bcllevue, whose

hospitable villa stood on the picturesque

heights of Georgetown ; John Mason, with

his elegant residence on Analostan island,

on tlif" Potomac, at their feet; John Van

Ness, a large landlord in the heart of tho

city, with many more whoso property was

threatened ^.'ith sudden and ruinous depre-

ciation, intimates and supporters of Madison,

to personal, party, and patriotic attachments,

joined solicitude for their homesteads, in-

etinctivc and irrepressible beyond all reason.

The district militia swore that they would

break their swords rather than wield them,

directed by such a Secretary of War ; and

Georgetown sent a deputation to the Presi-

dent to tell him so, consisting of three re-

monstrants, one of whom was Hanson, editor

of the newspaper most abusive of his admin-

istration ; and another, McKennj', then con-

triving to promote Munroo's election as

Madison's successor. Refusing to receive

Buch envoys, too wise and just to give way

to local clamor, but too mild and forbearing

to spurn or rebuke it, tho Presidant com-

promised with what Armstrong stigmatised

as a village mob, by advising him to with-

draw temporarily from its vengeance, if he

did not oven intimate a wish that the Secre-

tary of War would relinquish his oiScial

superintendence of the District of Columbia,

promising shortly to restoi*e him to all his

faculties. General Armstrong could not re-

main, under such disadvantages, a member
of his administration. The averted counte-

nances of all the President's associates,

when first met after the defeat, all cold, and

one of them, Mr. Carroll, insulting, told the

•ecrctary that he could not stay, even though

this life liad not been threatened by the mili-

tary mob ho defied, without forfeiting tho

independence ho maintained. Retiring, there-

fore, after his interview with the President,

and by his advice, to Baltimore, on tlio 3rd

September, 1814, in tho federal journal of

that city, ho published an indignant resig-

nation of a place, which, throughout his in-

cumbency, was one of continual quarrels

with the generals ho superintended, and of

their disastrous miscarrii:gos of the cam-

paigns ho ]>rojocted. At his residence on

the North River be survived till more than

eighty years old. Having bravely served in

the army of the Revolution, been the organ

of its almost rebellious complaints by tho

Newberg letters which he wrote, appointed

to high public trusts at home and abroad by

Presidents Washington, .Teffcrson, and Ma-

dison, ho closed his life, by military annals,

of the war of 1812, remarkable for accurate

narrative, polished diction, and manly tone."****** ::

A foTj days after the Washington Expedi-

, x. ...„,. tio""') '* '^^''is <le-
Demonstration agnlnst Baltimore. , . , , , .termmcd that a

demonstration should bo made against Balti-

more, and that, if there appeared to be any

reasonable prospect of success, tho demon-

stration should become a real expedition,

the policy of this demonstration was apparent,

when we consider that the Java frigate and

several sloops and smaller vessels ofwar were

lying there, and that an immense quantity

of naval stores were deposited in the arsenal,

the loss of which could not but inflict a heavy

blow on tho American Government.

Influenced by these considerations Sir

Alexander Coehrnno, Admiral Cockburn,and

General Ross began to make tho necessary

arrangements, and from the 1st to the 11th

all was a scone of busy preparation. On tho

12th the troops landed at North Point, at

the entrance of the River Patapsco, while tho

frigates, bomb vessels, and flotilla worked up

the Patapsco, as well as tho shoal water per-

mitted, in order to co-operate with the army

by an attack on Fort McIIenry, and the other

batteries about two miles from the City.

The Americans had so long sustained along

the banks of the Chesapeake a series of

humiliations, that it would almost appear aa

if, in relating the descent on Baltimore, their



HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812. 373

lut forfeiting tho

1. lletiring, thero-

tli the President,

imoro, on the 3rd

idcral journal of

indignant resig-

lirougliout his in-

)ntinunl ([uarrcla

^intended, and of

gc9 of tlie cam-

his rosidt'iicc on

,cd till more than

bravely served in

n, been the organ

oniiJaints by the

I wrote, appointed

aic and abroad by

effcrson, and Ma-

)y military annala.

kable for accurate

and manly tone."

* ;;-

i.-ihington Expedi-

tion, it was de-

termined that a

lade against Balti-

iipeured to be any

ccoss, tho dcmon-

i real expedition,

tion was apparent,

Java frigate and

essels of war were

immense (piantity

ted in the arsenal,

but inflict a heavy

ernnicnt.

onsidcrations Sir

rul Cockburn,and

ake tho neccss.ary

he 1st to the 11th

paration. On tho

North Point, at

atapsco, while the

flotilla worked up

shoal water per-

ite with the army

nry, and the other

rom the City,

ig sustained along

eake a series of

almost appear aa

n Baltimore, their

historians had determined to wipe away tho

disgrace which had been incurred, by making

the most of that affair. Accordingly we
find from Ingorsol to Smith, not even ex-

cepting Armstrong, that the British force

was magnified in tho same ratio that their

own was diminished. We must, however,

do Armstrong the justice to observe that he

was the most moderate, and only made the

British as six to three.

We are fortunately in possession of the

exact number of troops that were landed at

North Point, and wo will proceed to examine

how much truth exists in the various Ameri-

can statements.

The troops which landed under tho com-

mand of General Iloss consisted of detach-

ments ofRoyal and Marino Artillery, the rem-

nants of the 1st battalions of the 4th, 21st, and

44th regiments, and tho 85th regiment, tho

Ist and 2nd battalions of Marines from the

ships, and a body of six hundred seamen,

under Captain Edward Crofton ; the whole

numbering thirty-two hundred and seventy

rank and file.

Hero we have the ofHoial return of num-

bers, yet American writers, protending to be

historians, have not scrupled to swell the

British numbers to eight, nine, and ten

thousand. We look in vain in General Smith's

dispatch for some clue as to the American

numbers. AV'e are, however, luckily, able

from various admissions made by the diffe-

rent writers, to approximate somewhat closely

to the real state of tho case. For instance,

we gather from Mr. Thompson that General

Strieker's brigade, besides several companies

of Pennsylvania militia, amounted to three

thousand one hundred and eighty-five men.

This was exclusive of the men stationed at

the forts and batteries, who mustered one

thousand strong, and when we add to those

numbers the men stationed along the whole

line of breastworks,estimated,by the prisoners

taken, at four thousand, we fiud that, instead

of being numcricall}' inferior to the British,

tho Americans more than doubled their as-

sailants, and considerably exceeded eight

thousand men.*

* Sketches of the War, p. 340.

Having laid before the reader this state-

ment of numbers wo procec 'i to tho expedi-

tion itself, and begin with an extract from

Col. Brooke's letter, adding to it Sir Alexan-

der Cochrane's and Admiral Cockburn'i

despatches, giving in our notes also an extract

from General Smith's despatch* to the Secre-

tary at War.

" About two miles beyond this pointf our

advance became engaged ; the country was

here closely wooded, and tho enemy's rifle-

men were enabled to conceal themselves.

—

At this moment, the gallant General Iloss

received a wound in his breast which proved

mortal. He only survived to recommend a

young and unprovided f\imily to tho protec-

tion of his king and countr}'.

" Thus fell, at an early ago, one of the

brightest ornaments of his profession ; one

who, wliether at the head of a regiment, a

brigade, or corps, had alike displayed the

talents of command ; who was not less

beloved in his private than enthusiastically

admired in his public character; and whose

only fault if it may he deemed so, Avas an

excess of gallantry, enterprise, and devotion

to the service.

" If ever it were permitted to a soldier to

lament those who fall in battle, we may
indeed, in this instance, claim that melan-

choly privilege.

"Thus it is, that the honour of addressing

your Lordship, and the command of this

army, have devolved upon me ; duties which

under any other circumstances, might have

been embraced as the most cnvialjlc gifts of

fortune ; and here I veiituro to solicit,

through your lordship, his royal Highness

the Prince Regent's consideration to the

* Extract from MajoT-General Smith's Deajjatch.

About the time General Strieker liful taken

tlic ground just mentioned, he was joined by
Brigadier-General Winder, who had been
stationed on the west side of the city, but was
now ordored to march wiih General Douglas's

brigade of Virginia militia, and tlic United

States' Dragoon.'^, under Captain IHrd, and take

f ost on tho left of General Strieker. During

these movements, the brigades of Generals

Stransbury and Foromiin, the seamen and

mavlucs under Conunodore llodgcrs, tho Peim-

f Two miles from North Point.
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eared in front of

mcc of two miles

n whence Lo hail

He manoeuvred
iir left, nsif with

itous march, and

mado arrangements for a night-attack, during

which the suporioritj of the enemy's artillery

would not have been no much felt ; and

Captain McDougall, the bearer of those

despatches, will have the honor to point out

to your lordship, those particular points

of the lino which I had proposed to act on.

During the evening, however, I received a

communication from the commander-in-chief

of the naval forces, by which I was informed

that, in consequence of the entrance to the

harbour being closed up by vessels sunk for

that purpose by the enemy, a naval co-ope-

ration against the town and cnmp was found

impracticable.

" Under these circumstances, and keeping

in view your lordship's instructions, it was

agreed between the Vice-Admiral and my-

self, that the capture of tl^e town would not

have been a sufficient equivalent to the loss

which might probably be sustained in storm-

ing the heights.

" Having formed this resolution ; after

•compelling the enemy to sink upwards of

20 vessels in different parts of the harbour

;

causing the citizens to remove almost the

whole of their property to places of more

security inland ; obliging tlie government tc

concentrate all tlie military force of the

surrounding states ; harassing the militia,

and forcing them to collect from very remote

districts ; causing the enemy to burn a valu-

able rope-walk, witli other public buildings,

in order to clear the glacis in front of their

redoubts, besides having beaten and routed

them in a general action, I retired on the

14th, three miles from the position which I

had occupied, where I halted during some

hours.

*' This tardy movement was partly caused

l)y an expectation that the enemy might

possibly be induced to move out of his

iutrencliments and follow us ; but he profited

by the lesson which he had received on the

r2th ; and towards the evening I retired the

troops about three miles and a half fur-

coming down on the Harford or York roads.

Generals Winder and Strieker were ordered to

adapt their movements to those of the enemy,
60 as to baffle this supposed intention. They
executed this order with great skill and judg-

Boent, by taking an advantegcous petition

ther, where I took up my ground for the

night.

" Having ascertained, at a late hour on

the morning of the 15th, that the enemy

had no disposition to quit his introuchmeiits

I moved down and ro-embarked the army at

North Point, not leaving a man behind, and

carrying with me about 200 prisoners, being

persons of tlie best families in the city, and

which number might have been very consi-

derably increased, was not the fatigue of the

troops an object principally to be avoided.

" 1 have now to remark to your lordship,

that nothing could surpass the zeal, unan-

imity and ardour, displayed by every descrip-'

tion of force, whether naval, military, or

marine, during the whole of these operations.

"I am highly indebted to Vice-Admiral Sir

A. Cochrane, commander-in-chief of tlie

naval forces, for the active assistance and

zealous co-operation, which he was ready,

upon every occasion to aflFord me ; a dispo-

sition conspicuous in every branch of the

naval service, and which cannot fail to en-

sure success to every combined operation of

this armament.

" Captain Edward Crofton, commanding

the brigade of seamen appoint«d to the small

arms, for the animated and enthusiastio

example which he held forth to his men,

deserves my approbation : as do also Captains

Nourso, Money, Sullivan, and Ramsay, R.N.,

for the steadiness and good order which they

maiutained in their several directions.

" I feel every obligation to Rear-Admiral

Cockburn, for the counsel and assistance

which he aiforded mo, and from which I

derived the most signal benefit*

I have the honour to be, &c.,

ARTHUR BROOKE, Col. com.

Killed—59 ; Wounded—251.

From j?tV Alexander Cochrane to Mr. Croher,

II.M.S. Tonnant Chesapeake, Sept. 1841.

" Sir,—I request that you will be pleased to

inform my lords commissioners of the admi-

strctching from my left across the country

when the enemy was likely to approach the

quarter he seemed to threaten. This movement
induced the enemy to concentrate his forces

(between one and two o'clock), in my front,

pushing his advance to within a mile of u?.
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ralty, that tho npproiichinK (viuinoctiiil now
moon rondcrinp; it unsafe to proceed im-

modiatoly out of tho Chesapeake with tho

com1)inod expedition, to act upon tho plans

which hud been concerted previous to the

doparturo of tho Iphigenia ; major-general

RoHs and myHolf resolved to occupy tho in-

termediate time to advantage, by making n

demonstration upon tho city of Baltimore

which might be converted into a roal attack,

should circumstances appear to justify it
;

and, as our arrangements wore soon mado, I

proceeded up this river, and anchored off

tho mouth of tho Patapscu, on tho 11th inst.

where tho friggites and smaller vessels en-

torod at a convenient distance fur landing the

troops.

" At an early hour the next morning, the

disembarkation of tho army was effected

without opposition, having attached to it a

brigade of COO seamen, under captain E.

Crofton, (lato of the Leopard), tho second

battalion of marines, tho marines of tho

squadron, and tho colonial black marines

Ilear-ndiuiral Cockburn accompanied the

general, to advise and arrange as might bo

deemed necessary for our combined efforts.

" So soon as tho army moved forward, I

hoisted my flag in tho Surprise, and with

the remainder of the frigates, bombs, sloops,

and the rocket-ship, passtid further up the

river, to render what co-operation could bo

found practicable.

" While tho bomb-vessels were working up

in order that wo might open our fire upon

tho enemy's fort at day-break next morning,

an account was brought to mo, that major-

general Ross, when reconnoitring the enemy
had received a mortal Avound by a musket-

ball, which closed his glorious career before

he could be brought off to the ship.

"It is a tribute duo to the memory of this

gallant and respected officer, to pause in my
relation, while I lament tho loss that his

majesty's service and the army of which lie

was one of the brightest ornaments, have

driving in our vidcttcs, and showing an inten-

tion of attacking us tliat evening. I imme-
diately drew Generals Winder and Strieker,

nearer to the left of my entrenchments, and to

the ri;^ht of the enemy, with the intention of
their falling on his right or roar, sliould he at-

sustained by his deatli. Tho unanimity and
tho zeal, which ho manifested on every oc-

casion, while I had tho honour of seiviriT

with him, gave life and case to tiio moat

arduous undertakings. Too heedless of his

personal security when in tho field, his de-

v(>tion to tho care and honour of his army
has caused tho termination of his valuable

life. Tho miyor-gencral has left a wife and
family, for whom I am confident his grate-

ful country will provide.

" Tho skirmish which had deprived the

army of its bravo general, was a prelude to

a most decisive victory over the flower of

tho enemy's troops. Colonel Brooke, on

whom tho command devoled, having pushed

forward our force to within five miles of

Baltimore, where the enemy, about GOOO or

7000, had taken up an advanced position,

strengthened by field-pieces, and whore he
'

had disposed himself, apparently with the

intention of making a determined resistance,

fell upon the enemy with such impetuosity,

that he was obliged soon to give way, and

fly in every direction, leaving on the field of

battle a considerable number of killed and

wounded, and two pieces of cannon.

" For the particulars of this brilliant affair,

I bog leave to refer their lordships to roar,

admiral Cockburu's despatch, transmitted

herewith.

"At day-break thoncxt morning, tho bombs
havingtaken their stations within shell-range,

supported by the Surprise, with the other

frigates and sloops, opened their fire upon
the fort that protected the entrance of tlio

harbour, and I had now an opportunity of

observing tho strength and preparations of

tho enemy.

"The approach totho t'lwn on the land sido

was defended by commanding heights, upon
which was constructed a chain of rcd(mbts,

connected by a breast-work, with a ditch in

front, an extensive train of artillery, and a

shew offorce that was reported to be from 15

to 20,000 men.

tack me; or, if he declined it, of attacking him
in the morning. To this movement, and to tlic

strength of my defence, which the enemy had
the fairest opportunity of observing, I am in-

duced to attribute his retreat, which was com-
menced at half-past one o'clock on Wednesday

l,:y.
i I'
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*' Tiio entrance by sea, witiiin which tho|

town is retired nearly throe iiilos, was en-

tirely obstructed ))y a barrier of vessels

sunk at tho mouth of tho harbour, defended

inside by gun-boats, flanked on tho right by

a strong and regular fortiftcation, and on the

left by a battery of several heavy guns. ,

" These preparations rendering it imprac-

1

ticablo to afford any OHsontial co-operation
|

by sea, I considered that an attack on tho
j

enemy's strong position by tho army only,

with such disparity of force, thougli conli-

,

dont of success, might risk a greater loss
j

than tho possession of tho town would com-

'

ponsato for, while holding in view the

ulterior operations of this force in tho con-

templation of his majesty's government ; and

therefore, as tho primary object of our

movement had boon already fully accom-

plished, I communicated my observations to

Colonel Brooke, who, coinciding with me in

'

opinion, it was mutually agreed that wo
should withdraw.

" The following morning, the army began

leisurely to retire ; and so salutary was the

eilect produced on the enemy by the defeat

ho nad experienced, that, notwithstanding

every opportunity was offered for his repeat-

ing the conflict, with an infinite superiority,

our troops re-embarked without molestation.

Tlio ships of war dropped down as tho army
retired.

" The resultof this demonstration has been

the defeat of the army of the enemy, the de-

struction, by themselves, of a quantity cf

shipping, tho buri\ing of an extensive ropo-

walk, and other public erections ; the

causing of them to remove their property

from the city, and above all, the collecting

and harrassing of tho armed inhabitants

from tho surrounding country
;
producing a

':otal stagnation of their commerce, and

heaping upon them considerable expenses,

at tho same time effectually drawing off their

attention and support from otlier important

quarters.

morning. In this he was so favored by the ex-
treme darkness, and a continued rain, that we
did not discover it until dny-Iight.

I liavo now the pleasure of calling your at-

tention to the bravo commander of Fort

" It has been a source of the greatest grati-

fication to mo, tlio continuance of that

unanimity existing between the two cervices,

which 1 have before noticed to tlieir lord-

shii)S ; and I have reasons to assure thum,

that tho connnand of tho army lias fallen up-

on a most zealous and able otficer in ciionel

Brooke, who Ims followed up a sysloni of

cordiality that had been so beneiicially

adopted by his much-lamented chief.

" Ucar-admiral Cockburn, to whom I had

confided that part (if tho naval service which

was connected witli tho army, evinced bis

usual /cal and ability, and executed his im-

portant trust to my entire satisfaction.

"Rear-admiral Malcolm, who regulated tho

collection, debarkation, and re-embarkatiou

of tho troops, and the supplies tiiey required,

has merited my best thanks for liis indefati-

gable exertions ; and I have to express my
acknowledgements for tho counsel and as-

sistance which, in all our operations, I iiavo

received from Roar-admiral Codringtim, tho

c. ptain of tho fleet.

" Tho captains of tho squadron, who wore

enrployed on the various duties a-lloat, were

all emulous to promote tho service in which

they were engaged, and, with tho officers

acting under tiiem, are entitled to my fullest

approbation.

" I bog leave to call tho attention of their

lordships to the report Rear-admiral Cock-

burn has made, of tho meritorious and
gallant conduct of tho naval brigade ; as

well as to tho accompanying letter from

colonel Brooke, expressing his obligation to

captain Edward Crofton, who commanded,

and captains T. B.Suilivan, Rowland, Money,

and Robert Ramsay, who had charge of di-

visions ; and I have to recommend these

ofiiccrs, together with those who are par-

ticularly noticed by tlio Rear-admiral, to

their lordship's favourable consideration.

" Captain Robyns, of the royal marines

who commanded the marines of the squad-

ron on this occasion, and in tho operations

M'llenry, Major Armistcad, and to tho opera-
tions confined to that quarter. Tho enemy
made his approach by water at the same time
that his army was advancing on the land, und
commenced a discharge of bombs and rockets
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largo nnd oxtcnsivo i,ii Ii'ih right, from

wliicli lio coniincncoil a cunonndo un uh from

hifl fU'l(l-|)i(!i'n«, nnd drew up liin men lio-

hind II tliick ptiliiij?, wlioro ho iippoiirod do-

terniiiind to iiiiik<> his mIiiikI. Our ticldgiihH

answort'd liin with un ovidont advantii<;o

;

and HI) HO'in us Colonol Jtritoki; imd iniidutiii!

nwcHaiiry di-ipoHitionH, tlio uttiuk was order-

ed, nnd executed in tiio liighest ntylo pimoi-

blo. The "uoniy opened his musketry onus

from his wh(do line, immediately wo ap-

proached witiiin reach of it, nnd kept up his

fire till wo reached and entered tho wood,

when ho gave way in every direction, and

was chased by us a considerable distance

with groat slaughter, abandoning his post at

tlie Mcoting-houso, situated in this wood, nnd

leaving all his wounded, and two of his iicld-

guns, in our possession.

" An advance of this description, against

Buperiornumbersof nn cncmyso posted, could

not bo elfected without loss. I have the

honor to enclose a return of what has been

suffered by those of tho naval department,

acting witii the army on this occasion ; and

it is, sir, with the greatest pride and pleasure

I report to you, that the brigade of seamen

and small arms, commanded by Captain

E. Crcftun, assisted by Captain Sullivan,

Money, and llamsay, (the three senior com-

manders with the fleet), who commanded
divisions under him, behaved with a gallantry

nnd steadiness which would have done honor

to tho oldest troops, and which attracted the

admiration of tho army. The seamen under

Mr. Jackson, master's mate of tho Tonnant,

attached to tlie rocket brigade, comjnandcd

by tho first-Lieutenant Lawrence, of the

marines, behaved also with equal skill and

bravery. Tiio marines, landed from the ships

under the command of Captain llobyns, the

senior officer of that corps, belonging to

tho fleet, behaved with their usual gallantry.

"Although, sir, in making to you my re-

port of this action, I know it is right I should

confine myself to mentioning only tho con-

duct of those belonging to the naval depart-

ment, yet I may bo excused for venturing

to withdraw. During tho nipht, whilst tlio

enemy on tiio Inml was retreating, nnd whilst

tho bombardment was most severe, two or three

rocket vessels and barges succeeded iu getting

further to state to you, generally, tho liigh

admiration with whi(di I viewed tho conduuk

of the whole army, and tho ability nnd gal-

lantry with which it was managed, and

iieaded, l)y its bravo Colonel, which insured

to it the success it met with.

"Tiienightboingfustapproaciiing, andtho

troops much fatigued, Colonel Brooke deter-

mineil on remaining for tlio iiigiit ou tho

field of battle ; and, on tho morning of the

liUli, leaving a small guard at the Meeting-

house to collect anil protect tho wounded,

wo again moved forwards towards IJaitimoro;

on approaching which it was found to bo do-

fended by extremely strong works on every

side, and immediately in front of us by an

extensive hill, on which was an entrenched

camp, and great quantities of artillery ; nnd

tho information we collected, added to what

wo observed, gave us to believe that there

were at least, within their works, from 15 to

20,000 men. Colonel Brooke lost no time in

reconnoitring these defences; after which,

he made his arrangement for storming, du-

ring the ensuing night, with his gallant little

army, tho entrenched camp in our front,

notwithstanding all the difficulties which it

presented. Tho subsequent communications

which we opened with you, however, induced

him to relinquish again the idea, and there-

fore yesterday morning the army retired

leisurely to the Meeting-house, where it

halted for some hours to make the necessary

arrangements respecting tho Avounded and

the prisoners taken on the 12tli, which

being completed, it made a further short

movement in tho evening towards the place

where it had disembarked, and Avhere it ar-

rived this morning for re-embarkation, with-

out suffering tho slightest molestation from

tho enemy ; who, in spite of his superiority

of number, did not oven venture to look at

us during tho slow and deliberate retreat.

" As j'ou, sir, were in person with tho ad-

vanced frigates, sloops, and bomb-vessels,

and as, from tho road tho army took, I did

not SCO them after quitting tho beach, it

would be superfluous for me to make any re-

up the Ferry Branch, hut they were soon com-
pelled to retire, by tho forts in that quarter,

commnnded by Lieutenant Newcomb, of tho

navy, and Lieutenant Webster, of tho flotilla.

i
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port to you rospectinj; them, I have now,

therefore, only to assure you of my entire

satisfaction and approbation of the conduct

of every officer and man employed under

me during the operations above detailed, and

to express to you how particularly I consider

myself indebted to Captain Edward Crofton,

(acting Captain of the Royal Oak,) for the

gallantry, ability, and zeal, with which he

led on the brigade of seamen in the action

of the 12th, and executed all the other ser-

vices with which he lias been entrusted since

our landing ; to Captain While, (acting

Captain of the Albion,) who attci^Jed me as

my aide-de-camp the whole time, and ren-

dered me every possible assistance ; to Cap-

tains Sullivan, Money, and Ramsay, who
commanded divisions of the brigade of sea-

men ; to Taeutenant James Scott, of the Al-

bion, whom I have had much frequent cause

to mention to j'ou on former occasions, and

who in the battle of the 12th commanded a

division of seamen, and behaved most gal-

lantly, occasionally also acting as an f^stra

aide-de-camp to myself. Captain llobyns,

who commanded the marines of the fleet,

and v.ho was severely wounded during the

engagemeiit, I also beg tc recommend to

your favourable notice and cimsideration, as

well as Lieutenant George C. Ormston, of

the Albion, whom I placed in command of

the smaller boats, to endeavour to keep up a

co.'nniunication between the army and navy,

whicli he effected by great perservcrance,

and thereby rendered us most essential ser-

vice. In short, sir, every individual seemed

animated with equal anxiety to distinguish

himself bj' good conduct on this occasion,

and I trust, therefore, the whole will be

deemed worthy of your approbation.

" Captain Nourse, of the Sevrn, was good

enough to receive my flag foi this service

;

he rendered me great assistance in getting

the ships to the different stations within the

river, and when the storming of the fortified

hill %vas contemplated, he hastened to my
assistance with a reinforcement of seamen

and marines ; and I should consider myself

wanting in cau'lour and justice did I not

particularly point out, sir, to you, the high

opinion I entertain of the enterprise and
ability of this valuable officer, not only fop

his conduct on this occasion, but on tlio very

many others on which I have employed him

since with me in the Chesapeake.

I have the honour to be, &c.

GEO. COCKBURN, Rear Admiral.

Vice Admiral the Hon. Sir A. Cochrane, K.B.

Commander-in-chief.

Colonel Broole to the same.

On board 11. M. S. Tuununt,

September 15, 1814.

Dear Sir,—I beg leave to be allowed to

state to you, how much much I feel indebted

to Captain Crofton, commanding tiie brigade

of sailors from His Majesty's ships under

'

your command ; as also to Captains Sullivan,

Money, and Ramsay, for their very great

exertions in performing every formation

made by Ilis Majesty'd troops, having seen

myself those officers expose tlicnisclvea to the

hottest of the enemy's fire, to keep their men
in t'lc line of march with the disciplined

troops. The obedient and steady conduct of

the sailors, believe me, sir, excited the adi.ii-

ration of every individual of the army, as

well as my greatest gratitude.

Believe me to be, dear sir,

ARTHUR BROOKE, Col.-com.

Vice Admiral the Hon. Sir A. Cochrane, K.B.

Commandor-in-chlcf.

Seven killed and forty-four wounded.

llenoral Smith's Despatch.

Those forts also destroyed one of t'uC '^xv^-g,

with all on boiinl. Tlie b-irgcs and battery at

The delicate manner in which General

Smith disposes of the

affair at North Pi)iiit is

not a little remav) ible. To read his despatch

it would bo supposed that the action was only

an affair of picquets. " Our vidottes were

driven in," saj's the General, without adding

one syllable to the effect that ho and his 'vliole

army were routed, and that such a salutary

lesson was given as effectually prevented the

Americans from offering the least opposition

to Col. Brooke's retreat.

What says Ingersol, as to this action Iiav-

ingbocnan affair of picquets: first
—"(luring

nant Rutter, of the flotilla, kept up a brisk,

and it is believed, a successful iiro, during the

the Lazaretto, under the command of Lieute- hottest period of the bombardment

:»
1
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more than an hour tho battle of North Point

was well contested, *******
Secondly—" the misconduct of one regiment,

Col. Ansoy's. caused some confusion, and

forced General Strichcr to yield tho field of

battle." Now for General Armstrong's tes-

timony. " The inarch was resumed and i

baitle fought ofone hour and twenty minutes'

continuance."

If any credit is to bo attached to these

Btatemcnts, Gc-nd'al Stricher must have en-

tertained very curious ideas of a battle, if ho

considered North Po'ut as a mere skirmish

of videttes. Again, he says that he had an

intention of "attacking him (Col. Brooke) in

the morning." If such were really Colonel

Strichcr's intention, wiiat was tliore to pre-

vent pursuit ; allo-.'ing even that Col. Brooke

moved off Iiis army uniierceived, he halted

within a very short ilistance a sufficiently

long time to have allowed the American forces

to overtake them, and every one is aware that

a retreating army rarely fights with as much
spirit as one on the advance—why, then, did

not Strichcr, if so anxious to fight, hang on

the enemy's rear, harass his retr-^at and force

him to give battle. AVc have shown that it

could not liavo arisen from want of troops,

and there is no alternative left, in spite of

General Stricher's assertions to the contrary,

but to ascribe it to want of inclination. Wo
have, however, devoted quite space enough

to tho doughty American General.

It would be diflicult to decide whether tlie

„ . , ,,, . . lo Poeans of the Gov-
Oplniiiis i>t till' AiniTiiaii

writiMs oil ihj a.siviit .m crnmcut Organs over

the disastrous attack

on Baltimore, or theU- denunciations of the

British for tlio wourd to their vanity, in-

flicted at Washington, wore loudest. Thcie

is, however, very little doubt, hut that it was

* " Tlic govcrnor-gcneriil of the Canadas, Sir

George I'rcvost, having collected all Tie dispos-

able force in Lower Canada, with n view of

'Conquering tho country ns far as Crown Point,

and Ticondcroga, entered the territories of the

United States on the Ist of the mouth, and oc-

cupied tlio village of Champlain : there he
avowed his intentions, and issued orders and
proclamations, tending to disu 'do tho people

from their allegiance, and invitii g them to fur-

nish his army with provisions, l.e immediately
began to impress tlio waggons am teams in the

Ticinity, and loaded them with his heavy bag-

to the death of General Iloss alone, that the

safety of Baltimore was attributable. Tho
waters of tho Patapsco wore too shallov.- to

permit the near approacii of the British fri-

gates to Fort McIIenry, but it is well known
that tho Captains of the Severn, Euryalus,

Ilebrus, and Ilavannah frigates, offered to

lighten their vessels and lay them along side

of the American fort, and it would almost

appear as if nothing prevented the olfor being

accepted, but the state of indecision into

which the naval commanders were tlirown by

tho death of General Ross. Had Sir Alex-

ander Cochrane acted v.'ith his usual decision,

the Java and other vessels of war must have

been captured, Baltimore must have fallen,

and instead of the aiinids of Great Britain

recording a disaster, another victory would

have been added to her long roll of triumphs.

ri.itlsljuri
nith:rt#(Hir task liaa

been comparatively

painless, as when we had to chroriclo

defeat, wo have been cnal)led to sliow that

to superior numbers alone was it attril)u-

table, and we have also proved by figures

from American writers, that, in almost every

instance where victory was achieved, it was
against a superior force. It is now, liowever,

our duty to chronicle one of the most

humiliating expeditions over sustained by a

British force, and tho task is the more painful

as the defeat arose from no misconduct oa

tho part of the troops, but was solely

produced by the imbecility an<l vacillation

of Sir George Provost. Wo will, however,

permit the unfortunate commander of the

British fi)rcos to tell his own tale first, and

in our next chapter wo will enter on a review

of the whole transaction. Extracts from the

the American conimander.Gencral Macomb's

dispatch will be also found in our notes.*

gage and stores. From this I was persuaded

lie intoiuled to attack tliis place. 1 had bui

just returned from tiro lines, wliero 1 had com-
manded a fine brigade, which was broken up to

form the division under major-gcnoral Izard,

and ordered to tho westward. Bei.ig Genior

officer, ho left me in command ; and, except

the four companies of the 0th regiment, I had
not an organized battalion among those remain-

i'lg. The garrison was composed of convales-

( ents and recruits of the new regiments, all in

che greatest confusion, r s well as the ordnance

and stores, and the works in no state of defence.
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ship, a brig, a schooner, a sloop, and ten-gun
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" I inimodiately communicated this cir-

cumstance to Ca])tain Downie, who had been

recently appointed to command the vessels *

on J''iko Clmmplain, consisting of a ship, a

brig, two sloops, and 12 gun-boats; and re-

quested his co-operation, and in the mean
time batteries Avcro cr iistructed for the guns

brought from tho roar.

" On the morning of the 11th, our flotilla

was seen over the isthmus wdiich joins Cum-
berland-head with the main-land, steering

for riattsburgh Bay. I immediately ordered

that part of tho brigade under Major-General

Robinson, wdiich had been brought forward,

consisting of our light infantry companies,

third battalion 27tli and TOth regiments, and

Major-CJencral Power's brigade, consisting

of the third, fifth, and the first battalion of

the 27th and 58th regiments, to force the

fords of tho Saranao, and advance, provided

with scaling-ladders, to escalade the enemy's

works upon tho height ; this force was placed

under the command of Major-General Robin-

son. The batteries opened their fire the in-

stant tho ships engaged.

two miles of the village. With his conduct,

thoret'orc, I am not well pleased. Mnjor Wool,

with his party, disputed the road with great

obstinacy, but the militia could not be prevail-

ed on to stand, notwithstandimg the exertions

of their general and statT-olHcers ; altliough the

fields were divided by strong stone walls, and
they were told that the enemy could not possi-

bly cut tliom off. The state dragoons of New
York wear red coats ; and they being on the

heights to watch tho enemy, gave constant

alarm to the militia, who mistook them for tho

enemy, and feared his getting in their rear.

Finding the enemy's columns had penetrated
within a mile of Plattsburg, I despatched my
ftido-de-canip. Lieutenant Root, to bring off the

detachment at Dead creek, and to inform Lieut.

Colonel Ap-jding that I wished him to fall on
tho enemy's right flank. The Colonel fortunatly

ftrrived just in time to save his retreat, and to

fall in with tho head of a column debouching
from the woods. Hero he poured in a destruc-

tive fire from his riflemen at rest, and continued
to annoy tho enemy until he formed a junction
with major Wool. The field-pieces did consid-

erable execution among the enemy's columns,

* The Confipncc, 30 guns; Linnet, 18 guns
;

Uroke, 10 gi.ns ; Shannon, 10 guna ; 12 gun-
oats. 16 guns.

" It is now with deep concern I inform j'our

lordship, that notwithstanding the intrepid

v.alor with whiidi Captain Downie led his

flotilla into action, my most sang inc

hopes of complete success were not long af-

terwards, bhiste<l, by a combination, as ap-

peared to us, of unfortunate events, to which

naval warfiire is peculiarly exposed. Scarcely

had his majesty's troops forced a passage

across the Saranac, and ascended the height

on which stand the enemy's works, when I

had the extreme mortification to hear tho

shout of victory from the enemy's works, in

consequence of the British flagbeing lov:cred

on board the Confiance and Linnet, and to

see our gun-boats seeking their safety in

flight. This unlookod for event deprived mo
of the co-operation of the fleet, without

which the further prosecution of the service

was become Impracticable, I did not hesitate

to arrest the course of tho troops advancing

to the attack, because the most complete

success would have been unavailing, and the

possession of the enemy's works offered no

advantage to compensate for tho loss wo
must have sustained in acquiring possession

of them.

So undaunted, however, was tho enemy, that ho
never deployed in his whole march, always
pressing on in column. Finding that every
roa-i was full of troops, crowding on us on all

sides, I ordered the field-pieces to retire across
tho bridge, and form a battery for its protection,

and to cover the retreat of the infantry, which
was accoi'dingly done, and the parties of Ap-
pling and Wool, as well as that of Sproul,

retired, alternately keeping up a brisk fire

until they got under cover of tho works. The
enemy's light troops occupied the houses near
the bridge, and kept up a constant firing from
the windows and balconies, and annoyed us
much. I ordered them to be driven out with
hot shot, which soon put the houses in flames,

and obliged those sharp-shooters to retire. The
whole day, until it was too late to see, ihe

enemy's light troops endeavoured to drive our
guards from the bridge, but they suffered dearly
for their perseverance. An attempt was also

made to cross tho upper bridge, where the
militia handsomely drove them back. The
column which marched by the loke-road -3

much impeded by the obstructions, and the re-

moval of the bridge at Dead creek ; and, as it

passed the creek and beach, the gallies kept up
a lively and galling fire. Our troops being now
all on the south side of the Saranac, I directed

the planks to be taken off the bridges and piled

up in the form of brest-works, to corer ourpar-
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" 1 have ordered tlie batteries to bo dis-

manticd, the guns Avithdrawn, and the bag-

gage, witli the wounded men who can bo

removed, to be sent to the rear, in order that

the troops may return to Cha/.y to-morrow,

and on the following day to Champlain,
where I propose to halt until I have ascer-

tained the use the enemy propose making of

the naval ascendancy they have acquired on
Lake Champlain.

" I have the honour to transmit herewith

returns of the loss sustained by the left

division of this army in its advance to Platts-

burg, and in forcing a passage across the

river Saranac. I have the lionor, &c.,

GEORGE I'REVOST.
Earl Bathurst, &c.

Return of killed andwounded;—2 captains,

1 ensign, 4sorjftants, 30 rank and file, 1 horse,

killed, 1 general staff, 1 captain, lieutenants,

7, Serjeants, 13") rank and file, 2 horses,

wounded ; 4 lieutenants, 2 Serjeants, 1 drum-

mer, -18 rank and file, horses, missing.

Missin;/—Idlhfout;—LientenantsG Hutch,

G. Ogilvie, and E. Marchington.

Canadian C/tassnirs ;—Lieut. E. Vigncau.

EDW. IJAYNES, Adj.-Gen., N. A.

ties intended f^r disputing the passage, which
afterwards enabled us to hold the bridges against
very superior numbers. From tlie 7th to the

I'lth, the enemy was employed in geiting on
his battering-train, and erecting his batteries

and approaches, and constantly skirmishing at

the bridges and fords. IJy this time the militia

of New York and tlio volunteers of Vermont
were pouring in from all quarters. I advised
General Xlooers to keep his force along the Sa-
ranac to prevent the enemy's crossing the river,

and to send a strong body in his rear to harrass
him day and night, and keep him in continual

alarm. The militia behaved with great spirit

after the fir.st day, and the volunteers of Ver-
mont were exceedingly serviceable. Our
regular troops, notwithstanding the constant
skirmishing, and repeated endeavours of the

enemy to cross the river, kept at their work
day and night, strengthening the defences, and
evinced a determination to hold out to the last

extremity. It was reported that the enemy
only waited the arrival of his flotilla to make a

general attack. About eight in the morning of

the 11th, as we expected, the flotilla appeared
in sight round Cumberland Head, and at nine

bore down and cpgUjied at anchor in the bay oflF

the town. At the same instant the batteries

were opened on us, and continued throwing
bomb-shells, shrapnells, balls, and Congrcve
rockets, until sun-set when the bombardment
ceased, every battery of the enemy being ijleneed

From Sir James Lucas Yeo to Mr. Crokcr.

II. M. S. St. Lawrence, Kingston,

Sir, September 24, 1814.

"I have the honor to transmit, fortho infor-

mation of the lords commissioners of the

admiralty, a copy of a letter from Captain
Pring, late commander of his majesty's brig

Linnet.

" It appears to mo, and I have good reason

to believe, that captain Downie Avas urged,

and his ship hurried into action, bcfi^re she

was in a fit state to meet the enemy.

"I am also of opinion, that there was not

the least necessity for our squadron giving

the enemy such decided advantages, by go-

ing into their bay to engage thorn. Even
had they been successful, it would not in

the least have assisted the troops in storm-

ing the batteries ; whereas, had our troops

taken their batteries first, it would liavc

obliged the enemy's s(iuadron to quit the

bay, and give ours a fair chance.

I have the honor, to be, &c.

JAMES LUCAS YEO,
Commodore and commander in chief,

J. W. Croker, Esq., kc. &c. «fcc.

by the superiority of our fire. The naval en-
gagement lasted but two hours, in full view of
both armies. Three elforts were made by the
enemy to pass the river at the commencement
of the cannonade and bombardenient, with a
view of assaulting the works, and they had pre-

pared for that purpose an immense imniber of
scaling-ladders. One attempt to cross was
made at the village bridge, another at the up-
per bridge, and a third at a ford about three

miles fror the works. At the two first he was
repulsed by the regulars—at the ford by the

brave volunteers and militia, where ho sutiered

sevci'cly in killed, and wounded, and prisoners :

a considerable body crossed the stream, but
were either killed, taken or driven back. The
wootls at this place were very favourable to the

operations of the militia. A waole company
of the 7Cth regiment was liere destroyed, tlio

three Lieutenants and 27 men pilsoners, the
Captain and the rest killed. I cannot forgo the

pleasure of here stating the gallant conduct of

Captain M'Qlassin, of the 15th regiment, who
was onlered to ford the river, and attack a
party constructing a battery on the right of the

enemy's line, within 500 yards of Fort-Brown,
which he handsomely executed at midnight,

with 50 men ; drove off the working party, con-
sisting of 150, and defeated a covering party of

the same number, killing one ofliccr and six

men in the charge, and wounding many. At
dusk the enemy withdrew his artillery, &0t
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consequences.—Expedition to New Orleans.
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and defence of New Orleans.—Defence of the
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ing naval events of the war.—Treaty of peace.

The unfortunatecommander of the British

^u ** , T,w» 1 forces, in the expedi-
The attack on Plattsburg, .

'
.

^
Its IHUure, and Its conso tion against Platts-
'*"''°'^^^'

burg, has been almost

universally made the target against which
the most envenomed arrows have been di-

rected. Peace bo to his ashes, as his death

was occasioned by over anxiety to hasten

home in order to clear his character from the

imputations cast on it, and we would that

justice permitted us to pass over in silence the

last act of the drama. This, however, may
not be, and did not even impartiality demand
a faithful narration of the unfortunate result

of the most important expedition undertaken

during the three years war, the loud boast-

ings of the Americans would impose on us

the necessity of showing that it was not to

the men that the defeat at Plattsburg was
attributable, but that to the commander alone

was the disgraceful termination of the expe-l

dition due. I

25.

Sir James Yeo lias been accused of re.

garding Sir George Provost with a jealous

eye, we therefore make no use of his dis-

patch to Mr. John AVilson Croker ; that

however of Captain Pring contains some

passages which render it very difficult to

understand Sir George Provost's subsequent

conduct. Captain Pring says, " in conse-

quence of the earnest solicitation of his

excellency Sir George Provost for the co-

operation of the naval force on this lako

(Champlain) to attack that of the enemy,

who were placed for the support of their

works at Plattsburg, which it was proposed

should be stormed by the troops, at the same

moment the naval action should commence

in the bay ; every possible exertion was used

to accelerate the armament of the new ship,

that the military movements might not be

postponed at such an advanced season of the

year, longer than was absolutely necessary."

Sir George Provost's dispatches all tend to

prove the correctness of Captain Pring's

statement, that the attacks were to be simul-

taneous; and so confident of this was poor

Captain Downie, that he addressed his men
to this effect before going into action :

" My
lads we shall be immediately assisted by the

army on shore, let us show them that our

part of the duty is well done." This pre-

sumption on the part of Downie was fully

warranted by Sir George's plans ; and it is

therefore a most extraordinary fact, that a.<

General, who had on previous occasions

proved himself a brave and energetic officer,

should have on this occasion by his indecision

and timidity have cast a lasting slUr on him-

self and the army under his command. We
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particularly mention the army as wc do not

consider that any discredit attTched toDownie,

his brother officers or men of the fleet ; and

when it is taken into consideration that, six-

teen days before the action, the Confiance was

on the stocks ; had an unorganized crew,

composed of different drafts of men from

Quebec, many of whom only joined the day

before ; and were totally unknown either to

the officers or to each other ; was in want of

gunlocks, as well as other necessary appoint-

ments not to be procured in the country, the

decided advantage possessed by the enemy

both in tonnage, guns and men, will bo so

apparent, that instead of a stain resting on the

fleet the conviction will bo forced on all, tak-

ing into consideration what was done, that,

properly assistedby SirG.Provost,thccapturc

of both the American fleet and army was in-

evitable. Nay, so impressed with this fact

was the American commander that he hesi-

tated for some time to take possession of the

British vessels that had struck their colours,

as he was busily engaged in getting his own
vessels out of reach of the fire which he

momentarily expected would be opened on

him from the captured shore batteries.

It must not be supposed that in the attempt

. to vindicate the conduct of the sailors, we
intend to cast any reflection whatsoever on

the troops. No, the men who had braved

danger in many a well fought field in the

Peninsula, and who had shared in the perils

of Burgos, Badajoz, and St. Sebastian, were

not likely to bo daunted by the feeble oppo-

sition offered by fifteen hundred of the refuse

of the American army, and three thousand

raw militia ; and had they but boon properly

commanded tho boasting paragraphs of

Messrs. Ingorsol, Thompson, Smith and

O'Connor would not have been forthcoming to

feed the national taste for boasting.

Of all the American writers we must cer-

tainly select Ingorsol as tho one who has

made most capital out of the defeat at Platts-

burg, and although there is the most un-

doubted evidence to the contrary, he boidly

states that Captain Downie's vessel, the

Confiance, was manned with " throe hundred

picked seamen." Forgetful, however, of this

assertion, on tho next page he states that the

Americans remained at anchor in "perfect

quiet and order, characteristic of American

naval discipline, in contrast with the clamoi'-

ous defiance of British sea fights."

Now we deny Mr. Ingersol's statements as

to American discipline point blank, and wo

confidently appeal to any one who may have

had an opportunity of comparing the two

services. In his anxiety to prove that

nothing was wanting to complete tho pre-

parations on tho part of the Americans,

Ingorsol treats us even to the prayer that

was poured forth by McDonough on this

occasion, and byway of proving that IIea\ en

itself was auspicious, ho adds, that " a cock

flew upon a gun slide, clapped his wings and

crowed," a signal which " Napoleon or Caesar

would have hailed with delight." As a

sequitur to this auspicious omen, we are told

further that on land " the renowned vetcrAns

of Wellington fled, leaving their sick and

wounded," and that they were pursued by

militia not one-fourth of their number. This

statement hardly tallies with McComb's

version. We can, however, in view of the

brilliant achievements in tho west, permit a

thoroughYankee historian for once to indulge

his desire to satisfy his fellow-countrymen

withhighly-colourednarratives. There is,how-

evor, one assertion put forth by Ingorsol so

atrocious that it must not be passed over,

—

it is that Sir George Provost, in order to

cover his retreat "sent an officer to General

Moir's house to inform his son, left in charge

of it, that preliminaries of peace were signed

at Ghent. This Ingersol affects to believe

was a stratagem of Sir George's, but as ho

does not venture to adduce a single proof i.i

support of his assertion, we can well afibrd

to rank the statement as abowt equally wor-

thy of belief with most othei deductions of

the same writer.

In his own anxiety to prove how perfect

everything American must be, Ingersol fur-

nishes some very conclusive evidence as to

the strength of the American position. He

says, " to explain tho cause of this strange

defeat of the British army it will be neces-

sary to state that the Village of Plattsburg

is situated en tho west side of Lake Cham-

plain ; and a river called Saranac, on its way

easterly, passes through this village, dividing

it into two parts, and empties its waters into
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the bay. being a part of Lake Champlain.

This fitream, for the distance of four miles,

or more, in consequence of its rocky shores

and bottom is rendered impassableby fording,

and at that time there were but two places

where tliey crossed it on bridges. On the

south side of this stream, a short distance

from the lower bridge was the place selected

for the forts, it being on an eminence com-

manding a view of the whole village. '^ *

* '' The inhabitants, together with the

troops, on finding the enemy were near,

threw down the uppc • bridge and took the

plank off from tho lower one, and made

every other arrangement to prevent the

enemy from reaching the fort.

All this shows that Provost had some

difficulties to contend with, but taking them

all into consideration it is yet too apparent

that nothing but the military imbecility of

tho commander occasioned the disgrace that

attached to tho nation by the disastrous

catastrophe of Plattsburg. It is evident that

Sir George Provost did not evince on this

occasion the smallest combination of plan,

or sign of execution ; "nor was," as Veritas

observes, "any object of tho expedition

visible unless through its effect, that of bring-

ing on the destruction of our fleet, without

making an effort to save it, or to rescue the

army from tho disgrace of being tame spec-

tators of that destruction."

Enough, however, has been said of an ex-

pedition, which we would could be blotted

from the page of English history, and which

must ever be a proof that, no matter what

the high spirits and gallantry of troops may
be, unless they are properly commanded,

reverses such as that of Plattsburg must be

expected, instead of the brilliant deeds of

former days in tho Peninsula, or the later

deeds of daring at Alma, Balaclava, or In-

kermann.

Passing from the north to the south, we
find a task imposed on us nearly as painful

as the record of British disasters at Platts-

burg, viz., the attack on New Orleans.

There is little doubt that the British go-

, „ „ , vernment originated
Expedition to New Orleans. ., ,.\' ,

the expedition to

New Orleans under the impression that they

would receive material assistance from the

Spanish portion of the population, and that

from tho French little or no opposition might

bo expected. Precisely the same arguments

were brought to bear on tlo declaration of

war by the United States against Great

Britain, by those who believed, or affected

to believe, that Canadians desired nothing

so much as to bo freed from tho intolerable

weight of the British yoke. One conjecture

proved as fallacious as tho other, and the

expedition against New Orleans terminated

about as tlisastrously as any of tho various

invasions of Canadian territory by vapouring

or gasconading militia generals.

The expedition was not, however, .inder-

Tho Rain to i«, expected ta^en entirely vithout
from the expedition. ^^^^ ^^^^^^y ;,j^y ^f j^g

paying for its expenses. For three years

the cotton and sugar crops of Louisiana and
Mississippi had been accumulating in the

warehouses of the queen city of the South,

and the promoters of tho scheme anticipated

that at least fifteen million of dollars must
reward the invading force.

The first steps taken by the British conr

Lftfitto, the chief of tho mandcrs in this expe-
Pftnatarlan pirates.

jjjj^^ ^^^^ ill-adviscd,

frp without reflecting that a traitor to his

C'juntry will most probably bo one also to

his new friends, the British commanders

were most signally over-reached in their

attempts to secure the assistance of La-

fitte and his .nen (most noted pirates and

the scourge of the Gulf of Mexico) both

as pilots and as active agents in the proposed

descent. The chief of these freebooters,

however, played a most artful game with the

British commanders, and while affecting to

betray his country, he was in reality for-

warding all their plans to the Governor of

the State, and organising a vigorous defence

of the important post of which ho and his

followers had possessed themselves. For

this, (we cannot call it treachery,) good ser-

vice, Lafitte, his brother and his band receiv-

ed full pardon from the President of tho

United States, for their previous misdeeds.

The British, deceived by Lafitte's repr

sentations, directed their first attack against

Fort Bowyer, situated on Mobile Point, and

forming the extremity of a peninsula which
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attack on Fort Bow-
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,e contradicted eacli

, in his despatch,

argos " as almost as

icnisolvcs." Latour,

it for the bad firing

ks of them as " ob-

&c."

truth of Lieut. Ap.

ive the size of one of

I command, and con-

e Hunter, styled by

1 brig of wnr:

—

tates Boat. Hunter,

lbs. 59 28

41 30

112 74

was not confined ti>

imodore M'Ponough,

lat the smallest gun-

tons, describes two

?« to Cum. I'tttlcmon.

12th March, 1815.

covered my strength,

f reporting to you the

u'e of the division of

lato under my coni-

fer, 1814, tlie enemy's

cased to such a force

r safe or prudent for

part of the lakes with

)mmanded. I therefore

tion near the Malheu-
possible, which situa-

me to oppose a further

r up the lakes, and at

le an opportunity of

Coquilles if necessary,

tb, I discovered a large

British vessels, some two tons smaller than

this, as *' sloops of war."

])o not these statements clearly convict

Messrs. M'Donough and Jones of wilful mis

representation on their face? Who ever

heard of a ship's launch measuring one

hundred and twelve, or even seventy-five

tons, even at the present time, when the size

of boats have nearly increased in the

same ratio as ships? Jjct the reader

fancy a frigate measuring one thousand and

fifty tons, having to hoist up, cither on deck

or at the stem, boats of <mo hundred and

twelve tons

!

Again, Mr. Latour makes the Brit' \

launches objects of so small a size, that it

flotilla of barges had left tlie fleet, (shaping

their course towards the Pas Chretien,) which
I supposed to be a disembarkation of troops

intended to land at that place. About 2, p.m.
the enemy's flotilla having gained the Pas
Chretien, and continuing their course to tlie

westward, convinced rao that an attack on the

gun-boats was designed. At this time the

water in the Lakes was uncommonly low, owing
to the westerly wind which had prevailed for a
number of days previous, and which still con-

tinued from the same quarter. Nos. 150, 102
and 1C3, although in the best channel, were in

12 or 18 inches less water than their drauglit.

Every efl'ort was made to get them afloat by
throwing overboard all articles of weight that

could be dispensed with. At 3. 30, the flood-

tide had commenced; got under weigh, making
the best ofmy way towards the Petites Coquilles.

At 3. 45, the enemy despatched three boats to

cut out the schooner Seahorse, which had been
sent into the bay St. Louis that morning to

assist in the removal of the public stores, which
I had previously ordered. There finding a
removal impracticable, I ordered preparations

to be made for their destruction, least they

should fall into the enemy's hands. A few
discharges of grape-shot from the Seahorse

compelled the three boats, which had attacked

her, to retire out of reach of her guns, until

they were joined by four others, when the

attack was recommenced by the seven boats.

—

Mr. Johnson having chosen an advantageous

position near the two G-pounders mounted on

the bank, maintained a sharp action for near

30 minutes, when the enemy hauled off, having

one boat apparently much injured, and with the

loss of several men killed and wounded. At
7. 30, an explosion at the bay, and soon after a

large fire, induced me to believe the Seahorse

was blown up and the public store-house set on

fire, which was proved to be the fact.

About 1 a.m. on the 14th, the wind having

entirely died away, and our vessels become
unmanageable, came to anchor in the west-end

/if Malhcureux island's passage. At daylight

was impossible to hit them
;
yet ho very

complacently dwells on the precision of the

American fire against the larger vessels

—

these larger vessels being actually much
smaller than the American gun-boats.

Another trifling mistake on the part of

Lieut. Jones is the omission of twelve guns

(four and 8i.\ pounders) and two tivc-and-a

half-inch howitzers, which were found in the

captured vessels, and not iiicluded in his force,

although it was evident that they had been

rccentlyuscd. Wc have, however, said enough

to show how much value may bo jihiced on

the statements of cither Lieut. Jones or Mr.

Latour. Had wo, too, not brought sufficient

proofs forward, it is only necessary to add,

next morning, still a perfect calm, the enemy's
flotilla was about nine miles from us at anchor,
but soon got in motion and rapidly advanced
on us. The want of wind, and the strong ebb-
tide which was setting through the pass, left me
but one alternative, which was, to put myself
in the most advantageous position, to give the
enemy as warm a reception as possible. The
comnmnders were all called on board and made
acquainted with my intentions, and the position

which each vessel was to take, tho wiiole to

form a close line abreast across the channel,
anchored by the stern with springs on the cable,

&c. &c., thus we remained anxiously awaiting an
attack from the advancing foe, whoso force I

now clojirly distinguished to be composed of 42
heavy launches and gun-barges, with three

light gigs, manned with upwards of 1000 men
and otficers. About 9. 30, the Alligator (tender)

which was to the southward and eastward, und
endeavouring to join the division, was captured
by several of the enemy's barges, when the
whole flotilla came-to, with their grapnels a
little out of reach of our shot, apparently
making arrangements for the attack. At 10. 30,
the enemy weighed, forming a line abreast in

open order, and steering direct for our line,

which was unfortunately in some degree broken
by the force of t}<^ rrent, driving Nos. 156
and 163 about lOt yards in advance. As soon
as the enemy came within reach of our shot, a
deliberate fire from our long guns was opened
upon him, but without much efi'ect the objects

being of so small a size. At 10 minutes before

11, the enemy opened a fire from tho whole of
his line, when the action became general and
destructive on both sides. About 11. 19, the
advance boats of the enemy, three in number,
attempted to board No. 150, but were repulsed
with the loss of nearly every oflicer killed or
wounded, and two- boats sunk. A second
attempt to boai'd was then made by four other
boats, which shared almost a similar fate. At
tiiis moment I received a severe wound in my
left shoulder, which compelled me to quit the
dccl<, leaving it in charge of Mr. George
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that Miyor Latour assorts tlmt several barges

wero Hunk, and that " ono hundred and

eighty moil went down in ono." Of this state-

mont wo can at once doclaro that it was

false. No boat was sunk except the Ton-

nant's launcli, and, moroovor, no barge had

on board more than tliirty-onc men, and fur-

ther, every man was saved from the Ton-

nant's hiunch.

An attempt made by Commodore Patterson

,, , ,w. . afforded fine scope for
("onimodoro I'litturaon s '

attfiniit to KiUn Informs- renewed abuse of Bri-

tain and the acts of her

commanders, niis officer under pretence of

ascertaining tho fate of the prisoners on

board the gun boats dispatched two officers,

one of them a Doctor, (to make it appear we
presume tlmt the wounded would be neglected

by their captors), to obtain the desired in-

formation. These officers Admiral Cochrane

detained, informing them that they must not

consider themselves as prisoners in the full

sense of tho word, but that as their visit was

unseasonable, ho could not permit them to

return until it would be impossible for them

to profit by what they had seen, and put

General Jackson au fait as to tho proposed

attack on New Orleans. Tho attack over,

they wero at once released, yet this did not

prevent the vilest libels being levelled against

tho British Commander.

In order that tho causes which led to the

failure of the attack on New Orleans may be

better understood we make a short extract

from James' description of the natural and

artificial features of the country :

—

" As tho country around New Orleans pos-

sesses very peculiar features, a slight digres-

sionmay be necessary. ThebayouBienvenu is

Parker, master's mate, who gallantly defended
tho vessel until he was severely wounded, when
the enemy by bis superior number, succeeded
in gaining possession of the deck about 10
minutes past 12 o'clock. Tho enemy imme-
diately turned tho guns of his prize on the other
gun-boats, and fired several shot previous to

striking the American colours. The action

continued with unabating severity until 40
minutes past 12 o'clock, when it terminated
with the surrender of No. 23, all the other

vessels having previously fallen into the hands
of the enemy.

Ill this unequal contest our loss in killed and
wounded has been trifling compared to lliat of

the enemy.

tho creek through which all tho waters of a

largo basin, or swamp, about 80 miles in

extent, bounded on the north by tho Missis-

sippi, on tho west by New Orleans, on tho

north-west, by bayou iSauvage, or Chef-

monteur, and on tho east by Lako Borgne,

into which it empties. It receives the streams

of several other bayous, formed by tho waters

of tho surrounding cypress swamps and

prairies, as well as of innumerable littlo

streams from tho low grounds along tho

river. It is navigable for vessels of 100 tons,

12 miles from its mouth. Its breadth is

from 110 to 150 yards, and it has six feet

water on the bar, at common tides, and nine

feet at spring tides. Its principal branch is

that which is called bayou 3Iazant, which

runs towards tho south-west, and receives

the waters of the canals of tho plantations of

Viller6, Lacoste, and Laronde, upon which
the British afterwards established their

principal encampment. Tho level jf the

great basin, on tho bank of tho principal

bayou, is usually 12 foot below tho banks of

tho Mississippi. The overflowing of the

waters of all those bayous and canals, occa-

sioned by the tide of the sea, or by tho winds

raising the waters in tho lake, forms, on all

their banks, deposits of slime, which are

continually raising them above the rest of

the soil ; so that the interval between two

bayous is below tho level of their banks, and
tho soil is generally covered with water a!»d

mud, in which aquatic plants, or large reeds,

of the height of from six to eight feet, grow
in abundance. It sometimes happens that

the rains, or tho filtrated waters, collected in

these intervals, or basins, not finding a vent,

form what aro called tremhliny prairies;

which aro at all times impassable to mon

Enclosed you will receive a list of the killed

and wounded, and a correct statement of the
force which I had tho honour to comuiand at tho
commencement of the action, together with nn
estimate of the force I had to contend against,

as acknowledged by the enemy, wliich will

enable you to decide how far th^ ' onour of our
country's flag has been supported in thi.-

conflict.

I have the honour to be, &e.

THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES.

American force, - - 25 guns—204 men.

British do. - - 42 guns—1200 men.

British loss, - 17 killed—77 womulcJ.
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and domestic animals. The land in Lower

Louisiana slopes in the inverse direction of

the soil of other countries, being most ele-

vated on the sides of the rivers, and sinking

as it recedes from them. Tho Mississippi,

at New Orleans, periodically swells 14 or 15

feet; and is then from throe to four foot

above tho level of its banks. To confine its

waters within its bed, dikes or ramparts,

callod in Louisiana leches, have been raised

on its banks, from tho highlands towards its

mouth, a little above the level of tho highest

swells ; without which precaution, tho lands

would bo entirely overflowed, from four to

five months in the year. The reader will

now bo better ablo to appreciate tho difficul-

ties our troops and seamen had to encounter

in transporting themselves, thft'iv baggage,

provisions, and artillery, to tho scone of ope-

rations on tho left bank of tho Mississippi."

After the capture of tho gun boats the

,.. « .it u British were enabled to
Advance ofthe British.

.

advance to within about

six miles of the city, and hero, unfortunately,

in place of pressing on, tho success of the

enterprise was considered so certain that a

halt was called to recruit tho men, and allow

tho reinforcements to conio up. Had the

British despised tho American soldiers loss,

and not made so sure of their game, the cap-

ital of the Southern Provinces with its mil-

lions must have fallen into their hands.

To tho halt and tho advance by tho bayou

Bienvenu, instead of approaching' by Lake

Pontchartrain, so as to take tho city in the

roar, may bo ascribed General Jackson's

8ucce.ss and the repulse of tho British.

On tho halting of the British General

Jackson determined to

endeavourtoarrestthoir

further progress, nnd during those dajs

some sharp skirmishing ensued, a good

many being killed and wounded on both

sides, and the Caroline, American schooner,

blown up. This vessel in concert with the

Louisiana sloop had effected a powerful diver

sion on tho British flank.

The loss of tho British may be estimated

on those days at two hundred and seventy-

five killed and wounded, that of the Ameri-

cans, according to their own account, at two

hundred and thirteen.

Arrival nfrt'InfunTniciitit.

FluhtlnR on the 20rd.

aiid'J4th.

On tho evening of the 25th Sir Kdward

Pakenham arrived t<>

tuko the (iimiiiiiiiil,

bringing with him reinforcements which

brought up tiio number of his troops to live

thousand and forty. Th<« Americans receiv-

ed al.so considerable reinforcements, making

General Jackson's force at least fourteen

thousand men.

From this date till tho 8th of January a

series of conflicts took place, tho nature of

which will be best explainoil by tho follow-

ing extract from a work written by, a sub-

altern in tho Briti.vh army.

" During tho 28th, 20th, .".Oth, 31st, strong

detachments from the difle t corps were

employed in bringing a train of heavy ord-

nance from tho boats, with ample sujiply of

powder and ball. Tho labor and difficulty

ofaccomplishingitwere beyond calculation.

Nor was it tho only irksome duty in whicii

wo engaged. The piquets were never mour.-

tcd without suffbring, sooner or livttor, an

attack. Sometime the enemy contented them-

selves with cannonading the outposts ; some-

times they advanced largo corps in tho day,

who amused themselves and us with long

unprofitable skirmishes. But their more

usual system was to steal forward in sec-

tions, after dark, and to harass us with a

desultory and troublesome firo of musketry

till morning. . . .

"As yet, neither I nor the men had ven-

tured to light a fire. . . . But tho day was

piercingcold. A heavy shower fell from time

to time, and tho absolute discomfort of our

situation proved too much for tho whispers of

prudence. Two fires wore made to blaze up

—one for the men, tho other for myself and

my companion. It seemed as if tho Ameri-

can artillerymen had waited for some such

object to direct their aim, for the smoke had

hardly begun to ascend, when they played

upon us, from a battery of five guns, as per-

fect a storm of grape-shot as over whi.stlcd

past the cars of men so situated, and in live

minutes the fires were abandoned. But

with this the enemy were not contented;

under cover of the cannonade, a bod}' of

some two or three hundred infantry advan-

ced, in e.\tendcd order, from tho line ... A
most uninteresting skirmish ensued. The
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tery of tho enemy
orders to carry,

amy's lino in front

the brigade com-

1 44th regiments,

the 9oth, under

by the 3d brigade,

companies of the

f tho fusiliers and

43d, undnr Major (loncral Kcano: somo

black trooiis wore dcHtinod to Hkirmish in

tho wood (m tlio right ; the principal attack

was to 1)0 made by Major (Icneral (libbs;

tho Ist brigade, conHJNting of tho fusiliers

and 43d, formed tlio reserve; tho attacking

columns were to bo provided with fascines,

scaling-ladders, and rafts ; tiio whole to bo

at their stations before day-liglit. An ad-

vanced battery inourfront, of six 18-poundor»,

was thrown up during tho night, about 800

yards from tho enemy's lino. Tho attack

was to bo made at tho earliest hour. Un-

lookod-for difficulties, increased by tho falling

of tho river, occasioned considerable delay

in tho entrance of tho armed boats, and tiioso

destined to laud Colonel Tiiornton's corps,

by which four or five hours wero lost, and it

was not uutil past tivo in tho morning, that

tho Ist division, consisting of 500 men, wore

over. Tho ensemble o( tho gouoral movement

was lost, and in a point which was of tho

lost impurtanco to tho attack on tho left bank

of tho river, although Colonel Thornton, as

your lordship will see in bis report, which I

enclose, ably executed in every particular

his instructions, and fully justified tho confi-

dence tho commander of tlie forces placed in

his abilities. Tho delay attending that corps

occasioned some on tho left bank, and the

attack did not take place uutil the columns

wore discorniblo from tho enemy's lines at

more than 200 yards distance ; as they ad-

vanced, a continued and most galling fire

was opened from every part of their line, and

from the battery on tho right bank.

"The bravo commander of tho forces, who
never in his life could refrain from being at

tho post of honor, and sharing the dangers

to \»-hich tho troops wero exposed, as soon as

from his station ho had made tho signal for

tho troops to advance, galloped on to the

front to animate them by his presence, and

ho was seen, with his hat off, encouraging

them on the crest of tho glacis ; it was there

(almost at tho same time) he receivod two

wounds, one in his knee, and another, which

was almost instantly fatal, in his body ; he

fell in the arms of Major M'Dougall, his

Aide-de-camp. The effect of this in the sight

of the troops, together with Major General

Gibbs and Major General Keane being both

borno off wounded at ('m same time, with

many other ciimmandingofHcers, and liirfhor,

tlio preparations to aiil in crovsiiig tiie <liteli

not being ho forward as tiii'y ougiit to have

been, from, perhaps, tho men being wountled

who wore carryitig them, caused a wavi-ring

in tho column, which in such a situation be-

came irreparable ; and as I ailvancod with

tho reservo, at about 250 yards fnmi tho lino,

I had tho mortification to observe tiio whole

falling back upon mo in thegreatcstcMtnfusion.

"In this situation, finding tiiat no impres-

sion had boon mado, that though many men
bad reached thoditcb,and wcreeitiicrdrownod

or obliged to surrender, and that it was im-

possible to restore order in tho rcigimcnts

where they wore, I placed tho reserve in

position, until I could obtain such information

as to dctormino me how to act to the best ofmy
judgment, and whether or not I should re-

sume tho attack, and if so, I felt it could bo

done only by tho reserve. Tho confidence I

have in tho corps composing it would liavo

encouraged me greatly, tliough not without

loss, which might have made the attempt of

serious consofiucnce, as I know it was tho

opinion of the late distinguished commander
of the forces, that tho carrying of tho first

line would not bo tho least arduous service.

After making the best reflections I was
capable of, I kept tho ground tho troops then

held, and went to meet Vicc-Admiral Sir

Alexander Cochrane, and to tell him, that

under all tho circumstances I did not think

it prudent to renew tho attack that day. At
about 10 o'clock, I learnt of tho success of

Colonel Thornton's corps on tho right bank.

I sent tho commanding officer of tho artillery,

Colonel Dickson, to examine tho situation of

the battery, and to report if it was tenable

;

but informing mo that he did not think it

could be held with security by a smaller

corp'f than 2000 men, I consequently ordered

Lieutenant Colonel Gubbins, on whom the

conmiand had devolved, (Colonel Thornton

being wounded), to retire.

" The army remained in position until

night, in order to gain time to destroy tho

18-pounder battery we had constructed tho

preceding night in advance. I then gavo

orders for tho troops resuming the ground
they occupied previous to the attack.
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" Our loss has bo^.n very severe, but I trust

it will not be considered, notwithstanding

the failure, that this army has suffered its

military character to be tarnished. I am
satisfied, had I thought u right to renew the

attack, that the troops would have advanced

with cheerfulness. The services of both

army and navy, since their landing on this

coast, have 'een arduous beyond anything

I have ever witnessed, and difficulties have

been got over, with an assiduity and perse-

verance beyond all example, by all ranks,

and the most hearty co-operation has existed

between the two services.

" It is not necessary for mo to expatiate

to you upon the loss the army has sustained

in Major General the Honorable Sir E.

Pakenham, Ccmmander-in-chiefof this force,

nor could I do so in adequate terms. His ser-

vicesand merits arc so wcllknown,that I have

only, in common with the whole army, to

express my sincere regret, which may
be supposed at this moment to come particu-

larly home to me.

"Major General Gibbs, who died of his

^r^'ands the folloAving day, and Major General

Keanc, who were both carried off the field

within 20 yards ox the glacis, at the head of

their brigades, sufficiently spoak at such a

mement how they were conducting them-

selves. I am happy to say Major General

Keane is doing well."

Major Latour makes the total British forces

C!omparativo strength On tho 8th amOUUt tO

of the Armies.
^^^^^ ^^ seventeen thou-

sand men. From tho official returns, however,

we find that the British forces really consisted

of seven thousand three hundred men, just

ten thousand loss than Major Latour repre-

sents. If, as we have usually found it to be,

the American return of their own force was
diminished in tho same ratio that that of the

British was increased, then the revelations

contained in Mr. O'Connor's history would

warrant the belief that a very largo force was
under General Jackson's command. Ac-

cording to O'Connor tho total force amounted

to six thousand one hundred and ninety-eight

met

.

Considering then the national failing it is

V- -.donaljlo to conclude that the American

force was at least as largo as that of the

British, while it must not be lost sight of

that tho returns of killed and wounded show

how securely entrenched they must have

been. Th( British loss in killed and wounded

amounted to two thousand and thirty-six,

that of the Americans to but seventy-one.

Thetotal loss ofthe British in this unfortunate

expedition was two thousand four hundred

and ninety-two. while the American loss did

not exceed thvee hundred and thirty-three.

On the ;norning after the battle General

„ . . -., ,. ,„ , Lambert commimicated
Retreat of the Brltisli, ... „. , ^ ,

With Sir A. Cochrane,

and as the imprudence of making a fu-ther

attack on an enemy so securely posted was

obvious, it was determined that a retreat

should be commenced. Accordingly on the

night of the 18th instant the movement was

made, and the army retired fourteen miles

from their former position, and remained in

bivouac until the 27th, when the whole were

rc-emharked.

However unfortunate the termination of

„ , , ,,. , this expedition might
Behavlourof the troops. , ,

"•

,.,,
"

have ooon, still we can-

not find that discredit in any manner attaches

to the troops. The fatigue thej liad under-

gone had been incessant, and the list of

casualties shows that they were not chary of

exposing their lives. Taking all these cir-

cumstances into consideration, and making

due allowance for the damp that must have

been cast on the troops at seeing three of

their Generals killed and wounded, wo can

only ascribe the failure at New Orleans to

the same cause whiclv saved Baltimore, the

premature death of a British General.

After the embarkation of the troops, the

departure of the fleet was delayed till the Gth

of Februnry, when they sailed, arriving on

the 7th at Dauphino Island, and disembark-

ing there.

In the following despatches will be found

a full account of i'ne in ,'estment and surrender

of Fort Bowycr on tic 12th :

—

Extracts from Major General Lambert's

Deitpatcli to Earl Bathursl.

" It being agreed between Vice Admiral

Sir Alexander Cochrane and myself that

operations should be carried towards Mobile,

it Avas decided that a force should bo sent

against Fort-Howycr, situated on the castcru
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Vice Admiral

id myself tliat

towards Mobile,

should bo sent

d on the eastern

point of the entrance of the bay, and from

every information that could be obtained, it

was considered a brigade would be sufficient

for this object, with a respectable fo. ce of

artillery. I ordered the 2d brigade, com ,.osed

of the 4th, 21st, and 44th regiments, for this

service, together Avith such means in the

engineer and artillei'y departments as the

chief and commanding officer of the royal

artillery might think expedient. The re-

mainder of the force had orders to disembark

on Isle Dauphino and encamp ; and Major-

General Keane, whom I am truly happy to

say has returned to his duty, superintended

their arrangement.

" The weather being favourable on the 7tli

for the landing to the eastward of Mobile

point, the ships destined to move on that

service sailed under the command of Captain

Ricketts, of the Vengeur, but did not arrive

in sufficient time that evening to do more

tiian determine the place of disembarkation,

which was about three miles from Fort-

Bowyer.

"At daylight the next morning the troops

got into the boats, and GOO men were landed

under Lieutenant-Colonel Debboig, of the

44th, without opposition, who immedi-

ately threw out the light companies under

Lieutenant Bennett of the 4th regiment, to

cover the landing of the brigade. Upon the

whole being disembarked, a disposition was

made to move on towards' the fort, covered

by the light companies. The ^nemy was

not seen until aliout 1000 yardi in front of

their works ; tlioy gradually fell back, and

no firing took place until the whole had

retired into the fort, and our advance had

pushed on nearly to within 300 yards.

—

Having reconnoitred the forts with Lieute-

nant-colonels Burgoyno and Dickson, we
were decidedly of opinion, that the work was

formidable only against an assault ; that

batteries l)eing once established, it must

speedily fall. Fivery exertion was made by

the navy to land provisions, and the neces-

sary equipment of the battering train and

engineor stores. We broke ground on the

night of the 8th, and advanced a firing party

to within 100 yards of the fort during the

night. The position of tlie batteries being

decided upon the next day, they were ready

to receive their guns on the night of the 10th,

and on the morning of the 11th the fire of a

battery of four 18-pounders on the left, and

two 8-inch howitzers on the right, each

about 100 yards distance, two G-pounders at

about 300 yards, and eight small cohorns

advantageouuly placed on the right, with

intervals of between 100 and 200 yards, all

furnished to keep up an incessant fire for

two days, were prepared to open. Prepara-

tory to commencing, I summoned the fort,

allowing the commanding officer half an

hour for decision upon such terms as were

proposed. Finding he was inclined to con-

sider them, I prolonged the period, at his

request, and at vhree o'clock the fort was

given up to a British guard, and British

'colours hoisted ; the terms being signed

by Major Smith, military secretary, and

Captain Ricketts, R. N., and finally ap-

proved of by the Yioc-admiral and myself,

I am happy to say our loss was not great

;

and we are indebted for this, in a great

measure, to the efficient means attached to

this force. Had we been obliged to resort to

any other mode of attack, the fall could not

have been looked for under such favourable

circumstances.

We have certain information ot a force

having been sent from Mobile, and disem-

barked about 12 miles off, in the night of the

10th, to attempt its relief; two schooners

with provisions, and an intercepted letter,

fell into our hands, takon by Captain Price,

R.N,, stationed in the bay.

liditrn of ordna >re, ammnnilion, and

siorcs, captured Jrom ihc enemy in this plu^e,

on the \2th instant.

Fort-Bowyer, Feb. 14, 1815,

21 guns, 1 8-inch mortar; 1 5 J -inch howit-

zer, and a large quantity of ammunition.

Lawrences' despatch to General Jackson,

found below in our

notes,* does not appear

to have impressed the American commander

* Leller from Lietttcnanl-Culond Latrrcnce to

General Jackson.

Fort Bowyer, February 12, 1815.

Sin,—Imperious necessity has compelled rao

to enter into articles of capitulatioj! wifh Major
General John Lambert, commundiiigiiis Britan-

nic ^lajcsty'a forces in front of Fort Bowyer, a

T<awrenn>"s despatch
to (loncml .liick.soii.
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and, as before stated, (in preference to

closing the land to the southward,) we stood

away to the northward and eastward, till the

squadron reached the supposed track

of the enemy ; and, what is a little singular,

at the very instant of arriving at that point,

an hour before daj'-light, Sandy Hook bearing

W.N.W. lo leagues, we were made happy

by the sight of a ship and brig standing to

the southward and eastward, and not more

than two miles on the Majestic's weather-

bow ; the night-signal for a general chase

was made, and promptly obeyed by all the

ships. *

* From Commodore Decatur to the American
secretary of the navy.

II. B. M. ship Endymion, at sea,

January 18, 1815.

Sir,—At day-light we discovered four ships

in chase : one on each quarter, and two .a-stern,

the leading ship of the enemy a razee ; she

commenced a fire upon us, but without elFect.

At meridian, the wind became light and baf-

fling ; we had increased our distance from the

razee, but the next ship a-stern which was also

a large ship, had gained, anl continued to

gain upon us considerably. We immediately

occupied all hands to lighten ship, by starting

water; cutting away the anchors, throwing over-

board provisons, cables, spare spars, boats, and
every article that could bo got at, keeping the

sails wet, from the royals down. At 3, wc liad

the wind quite light; the enemy, who had now
been joined by a brig, had a strong breeze, and
were comitig up with us rapidly.

Th>i Eivlymion (mounting 4iO guns, 21 pound-

ers on the main-deck) had now approached us

within gun-shot, and had commenced a fire

with her bow-guns, which we returned from our

stern. At five .o'clock she had obtained a posi-

tion on our starboard-quarter, within half

point-blank shot, on which neither our stern

nor quarter-guns would bear; we were now steer-

ing E. by N. the wind N.W. I remained with

her in this position for half an hour, in the

hope that she would close with us on our broad-

side, in which case I had prepared my crew to

board ; but from his continuing to yaw his ship

to maintain his position, it became evident,

that to close was not his intention. Every fire

now cut some of our sails or rigging. To have

continued our course under these circumstances,

would have been placing it in his power to

cripple us, wlchout being subject to injury him-
self ; and to have hauled up more to the north-

ward to bring our stern guns to bear, would
have exposed us to his raking fire. It was now
dusk, when I determined to alter my course

south, for the purpose of bringing the enemy
a-beam; and, although their ships a-stern were
drawing up fast, I felt satisfied I should be

enabled to throw him out of the combat before

" In the course of the day the chase became

extremely interesting, from the endeavours of

the enemy to escape, and the exertions (of

the British commanders) to get their res-

pective ships alongside of him : the former,

by cutting away his anchors, and throwing

over-board every moveable article, with a

great quantity of provisions ; and the latter,

by trimming their ships in every way possi-

ble to effect their purpose. As the day ad-

vanced, the wind declined, giving the Endym-
ion an evident advantage in sailing ; and
Captain Hope's exertions enabled him to get

his ship alongside of the enemy, and com-

they could come up, and was not without hopes,

if the night proved dark, (of which there was
every appearance,) that I might still be ena-
bled to etfect my escape. Our opponent kept
off at the same instant we did, and our fire

commenced at the same time. We continued
engaged, steering south, and studding-sails set,

two hoiu's and a half, wlien we completely suc-

ceeded in dismantling her. Previously to her
dropping entirely out of the action, there were
intervals of minutes, when the ships were
broadside, in which she did not fire a gun. At
this period, (half-past 8 o'clock,) although dark,
the other ships of the squadron were in sight,

and almost within gun-shot. We were of course
compelled to abandon her. In re-assuming
our former course for the purpose of avoiding
the squadron, we were compelled to present our
stern to our antiiL^onist ; but such was his state,

though we were thus exposed and within range
of his guns for half an hour, that he did not
avail himself of this favourable opportunity of
raking us. We continued this course until

eleven o'clock, when two fresh ships of the

enemy (the I'omono and Tenedos) had come up.
The Tonione had opened her fire on the lar-

board bow, within musket-shot ; the other,

about two cables' length a-stern, taking a
raking position on our quarter; and the rest

(with the exception of the Endymion) within
gun-shot. Thus situated, with about one fifth

of my crew killed and wounded, my ship crip-

pled, and a more than four-fold force opposed
to me, without a chance of escape left, I deemed
it my duty to surrender.

It is with emotions of pride I bear testimony
to the gallantry and steadiness of every officer

and man I had the honour to command on this

occasion ; and I feel satisfied that the fact of

their having beaten a force equal to themselves,

in the presence, and almost under the guns, of
so vastly a superior force, when, too, it was
almost self-evident that whatever their exer-
tions might be, they must ultimately be cap-
tured, will be taken as evidence ot what they
would have performed, had the force opposed
to them been in any degree equal.

Of our loss in killed and wounded, I am
unable, at present, to give you a correct state-
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incncc close action, at half an hour past 5

o'clock in the evening, which was continued

with great gallantry and spirit, on hci-h

sides for two hours and a half, when the

Endymion's sails being cut from the yards,

the enemy got a-hcad : Ca])tain Hope taking

this opportunity to bend new sails, to enable

him to get his sliip alongside again, the

action ceased; till the Pomone, getting

up at half-past 11 at night, and firing a few

shots, the enemy hailed to say she had already

surrendered.

" The ship, on being taken possession of,

proved to be the President, as abo\ " stated,

commanded by Commodore Decatur.

" The vessel in company with her was the

Macedonian brig, a merchant-ship, laden

with provisions, which made her escape by
very superior sailing.

" And now, sir, a ver3' pleasing part ofmy
duty is, the bearing testimony to the able

and masterly manner in which the Endy-

mion was conducted, and the gallantry with

which she was fouglit; and when the effect

produced by her well-directed fire npon the

President is witncsed, it cannot be doubted

but that Captain Hope would have succeeded

either in capturing or sinking her, had none

of the squadron been in sight.

" I have not yet been able to ascertain the

loss of the Prc»idcnt, but I believe it to be

mcnt ; the attention of the surgeon being so

entirely occupied with the wounded, that he
was unable to make out a correct return when
I left tlie President; nor shall I bo able to

make it until our arrival in port, we having
parted company with the squadron yesterday.

The enclosed list, with the exception, I fear, of

its being short of the number, will bo found
correct.

For 24 hours after the action it was nearly

calm, and the squadron were occupied in re-

pairing the crippled ships. Such of the crew
of the President as were not badly wounded,
were put on board the different ships ; myself

and a part of my crew were put on board this

ship. Oil the 17th wo had a gale from the

eastward, when this ship lost her bowsprit, fore

and mal; masts, and mizen-top-mast, all of

which were badly wounded ; and was, in con-

sequence of her disabled condition, obliged to

throw overboard all her upper-deck guns ; her

loss in killed and wounded must have been very

great. I have not been able to ascertain the

extent. Ten were buried after I came on board

;

(30 hours after the action ;) the badly wound-
ed, such as were obliged to keep their cots,

occupy the starboard bide :f the gun-deck, from

much greater than the Endymion's, and she

had six feet water in the hold when taken

possession of. Both ships were very much
cut in masts and rigging ; and, had the pre-

sent most scvoro gale commenced twelve

hours sooner the prize would undoubtedly

have sunk.

I have the honour to bo, &s.

JOHN HAYES, captain.

Rear-admiral the Hon Sir II. llotham."

Number of persons of all descriptions on

board the President, previous to the action,

about 490.

Xumber of her guns 59.

Commodore Decatur has made the most

he could of this afiiiir, and in his attempts to

make the best of a bad cause, he appears to

have been ably supported by his chaplain,

who seems to have been ready to swear to

'

anything, as in the case of the chaplain of

the Essex frigate. Unfortunately, however,

the schoolmaster on board the President,

Mr. Bowie, gave directly contrary evidence

to that of the chaplain, and the circumstance

of only one shot having entered the Presi-

dent's larboard side, the one opposed to the

Pomone, affords corroborative evidence of

the truth of Mr. Bowie's statement, " that

no n:an had been hurt by the Pomone's

fire," in disproof of Dicatur's assertion con-

tained in note.* Previous to the capture of

the cabin-bnlk-head to the main-mast. Fron
the crippled state of the President's spars, I

feel satisfied she coald not have saved her
masts, and I feel serious Liprchensions for the

safety of our wounded left on board.

It is due to Captain Hope to state, that every

attention has been paid by him to myself and
officers that have been placed on board his ship,

that delicacy and humanity could dictate.

I have the honour to be, &c.

STEPHEN DECATUR.
The Hon. Ben. W. Crowninshield,

Secretary of the navy.

British squadron referred to in the let\.f,

Miyestic razee, Endymion, Pomone, Tenedos,
Despatch brig.

[Herefollow the names o/2-t killed; 65 wounded.']

* Extract ofa letterfrom Commodore Decatur to

the American secretary of the navy.

New York, March 6, 1815.

"In my official letter of the 18th of Jan-
uary, I omitted to state, that a considerable

number of my killed and wounded was from the

fire of the Pomone, and that the Endymion had
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the President, Commodore Decatur hud ex-

pressed an earnest desire to fall in with the

Endymion, openly avowing his capability to

capture an English line of battle ship with

his frigate. Let us compare the respective

sizes of the line of battle ship and the frig-

ate:

—

Endymion. President.
Weight of broadside, lbs. 076 - DIG

Crew—Men • - - 019 - 472

Uoys - - - 27 - 5

: onuage - - - 1277 - lo33

We have heard it stated l»v an old inhabi-

tant of Bermuda, who saw the vessels a few

days after the action, tliat the President,

alongside of the Endymion, was " like a

quart alongside of a pint bottle," and this

difference in their size reflects the greiter

credit nn Captain Hope, to whom it is a pity

the opportunity was afforded of lowering,

single-handed, the American mania for

boasting.

Taking Commodore Dicatuv's whole mysti-

fication and fiilso stating of this affair into

consideration, and comparing his statements

with extr.acts from logs of the British evi-

dence, the conviction is forced upon us that

the American commander resorted to sub-

terfuges and misstatements to cover his de-

feat, unworthy both an officer and gentleman.

The next affiiir that comes before us for

consideration is the capture, by the Consti-

tution, of the Cyane, mounting thirty, and

the Levant eighteen guns—the one manned
by one hundred and fifty-six men and twenty-

six boys ; the other by one hundred and fif-

teen men and sixteen boys. The weight of

metal thrown by the Constitution's broad-

side equalled that of her two antagonists

put together, while the British vessels only

mounted carronades, and the Constitution

showed on her broadside seventeen long

twenty-fours. Again, the Constitution had

an board, in addition to Lcr own crew, one lieu-

tenant, one master's mate, and fifty men belong-
ing to the Saturn, and wlicn tlie action ceased,
was left motionless and unmannge.'ible, luitil

sho bent new sails, rove new rigging, and fished

her spars ; nor did she rejoin tlic sqiiadron for

six lioura after the action, and tlirce hours
after tlio surrender of the President, My sword
was delivered to Captain Hayes, of the Majes-
tic, the senior officer of the squadron, on his

quarter-deck ; wliich he, with great politeness,

immediately returned. I ha/o the honor to

four hundred and woventy-two men, her

antagonists two hundred and sixty-one, ex-

clusive of boys. Tbe particulars of tlio

action will be found in the appendix,* and

we need only remark further that the officers

and crews were honoui'ably acquitted by a

Court Martial, and applauded for the gallant

defence offered.

The commander of the Constitution laid

claim to great credit for having captured

two vessels, contending that "a divided force

is better for action," the vain-glorious com-

mander forgot, however, that, on a previous

occasion, he had declared " that three largo

frigates, placed in tiic most fiivorable posi-

tion would be compelled to yield to a seventy-

four gun ship, owing to the latter being

stronger in scantling and tiiicker in sides."

The Constitution was as strong in scant-

ling and as thick in the sides as ihe Presi-

dent, and on the capture of that vessel it was
found that she differed in no respect from

the stoutest seventy-four in the British ser-

vice, it is not wonderful then that her two

pigmy opponents were compelled to yield

to such decided superiority.

The Constitution with her two prizes

arrived at Porto Praya, in the island of St.

Jago on the 7th March, but vn the 8th were

compelled to stand out to sea to avoid cap-

ture by a British squadron. In the chase

that ensued the Levant was recaptured, but

strange to say the other two escaped unpur-

sued. And wc agree with James that, as

this circumstance afforded the Americans

grounds for asserting that the British vessels

were unwilliug to come to close quarters,

although two of them threw a much heavier

broadside than the Constitution, the suffering

the larger vessels to escape reflected much
discredit on the judgment of the British

commanders.

enclose you my parole, by which you will per-
ceive the Brititli admit the President was cap-
tured by the squadron. I should have deemed
it unnecessary to have drawn your attention

to tliis document, had not the fact been stated
differently in the Bermuda Gazette, on our
arrival there; wliich statement, however, the
editor was compelled to retract, through the
interference of the governor, and some of the
British officers of the squadron."

* See Appendix A and B.
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Another nautical romance connected with

this vessel was the assertion that every effort

was made by Capt. Stewart to bring the Bri-

tish frigate La Pique to action, but that she

escaped in the night after a long chase ; the

best answer to this boast will bo found in

appendix*, and it will then bo for the

readers to judge on which side the disincli-

nation to come to close quarters really

existed.

The only affairs which took place after this,

were the capture of the St. Lawrence, mail

schooner, proceeding with tidings of peace

from the Admiral at Bermuda to the United

States ; of the Penguin, brig, by the U. S.

ship Hornet ; and that of the East India

Company's armed vessel, Nautilus by the

ship Peacock. A statement of the compai-a-

tive force easily enables us to account for

the capture of both the Penguin and Nauti-

lus. Tlie Penguin mounted Hixteen carro-

nades, thirty-twos, and two sis-pounders

;

and had a complement of one hundred and

twenty two, of whom seventeen were boys ;

it may also be added that out of the entire

ships' crew, only twelve had been ever in

action.

The Hornet carried eighteen carronadcs, of

same weight as those of the Penguin, two

long eighteens, swivels in her tops, throw-

ing fifty shot at a discharge, and upon her

quarters two similar swivels. The comple-
j

ment of the Hornet was one hundred and

;

seventy-three men. The last affair between

the Nautilus and Peacock was one that

reflected the crowning disgrace on the Ame-
rican character for veracity and honour, and

a glance at the annexed notes in the appen-

dixf will prove how unworthy captain War-
rington was to be considered a man. His

excuses are so transparently false, and the

impudent assertion that only one broadside

* Sec Appendix C.

f See Appendix P.

Treaty of peace.

was fired, made wo presume to show what
execution one America! jroadsido could do,

so clearly disproved, thai the only conclusion

to bo arrived at is that the doughty Ameri-

can Hero seeing how diminutive an opponent

.vas before him determined to acquire lau-

rels at an easy rate.

Our task is ended, and all that remains

for us is to record the

signing of a treaty at

Ghent,* on the 24th day of December, 1814.

Every one who reads the ninth article of this

treaty, and reflects on the conduct of succes-

sive American Governments to the Indians,

will see how false to every promise then made
the nation has been. Not contented, too,

with acquiring the lands of the red men,

Americans do not hesitate to assert the ne-

cessity of destroying every Indian on the.

American continent. That by the sword

and the introduction of ardent spirits they

have also too well succeeded, is a subject of

deep regret to those who still cherish an in-

terest in the fate and fortur.es of the abori-

ginal possessors of the soil,

Ir. wliat a proud position, now, did the Ca-

nadians stand at the declaration of peace,

and in what a ridiculous light the American

Government ! Ignorant of the undying love

of their country that animated every Cana-

dian, and nerved their arms for the contest,

the United States Government had boastingly

announced that Canada must be conquered,

as itwas a rod held over their heads, a fortress

which frowned haughtily on their country.

What was the result of all their expeditions

and proclamations, that two of their fort-

resses were in our possession at the time of

the peace, and that, seeing a seventy-four

and largo frigate had been launched nt

Kingston, it would have been utterly impos-

sible for them, having lost the command of

the Lake, to have prevented the fall of Sack-

ett's harbour early in 1815,

* Treaty of Peace, Appendix, &c.
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APPENDIX.

From Captain Stewart to the American Secretary

of the Navy,

U. S. frigate Constitution, May, 1815.

Sill,—On 20tli February la«t, the island of

Mudcria bearing about W.S.W. distant 00
leagues, wo fell in with II. 15. M. two ships of

war, the Cayne and Levant, and brought them
to action about G o'clock in the evening ; both
of which, after a spirited engagement of 40
minutes, surrenJed to the ship under my com-
mand.
Considering tlie advantage derived by tlic

enemy, from a divided and more active force,

as also their superiority in the weight and num-
ber of guns, I deem the speedy and decisive re-

sult of this action the strongest assurance which
can be given the government, that all under my
command did their duty, and gallantly sup-
ported the reputation of American seamen.

Inclosed you will receive the \ninutcs of the

action, and a list of the killed and wounded on
board this ship. Also inclosed you will receive

for your information, a statement of the actual

force of the enemy, and the number killed and
wounded on board their ships, as near as coald

ba ascertained.

'. have the honour to be, &c.

CHARLES STEWART,
Hon. U. W. Crowninshield, Secretary

of the Navy, Washingun.

15.

American Minutes of the Chase, of the If. S.

frigate Constitution, by ati Enjlish squadron

of three ships, from out the harbour, of Port
I'raya, Island of St. Jayo.

Ooramencps with fresh breezes and thick

foggy weather. At 5 minutes past 12, dis-

covered a largo ship through the fog, standing
in Port Praya. At 8 minutes past 12, dis-

covered two other large ships a-stern of her.

also standing in for the port.

2G
From their gen-

eral appearance, supjioscd them to be one of tlin

enemy's s(iuadrons ; and, from the little respect

hitherto paid by then to neutral waters, 1

deemed it most jirudent to put to sea. The
signal was made to the Cayne and Levant to

get under weigh. At 12, after meridian, with

our top-sails set, we cut qwv cable, and got un-
der way, (when the Portuguese opened a fire

on us from sevcnd of their batteries on shore,)

the prize-ships following our motions, and
stood out of tlio harbour of Port Praya, clo.<o

under East Point, passing theencmy'ssquadron
about gun-shot to windward of them : crossed

our top-gallant yards and set foresail, mainsail,

spanker, tlying-gib and top-gallant sails. The
enemy, seeing tis under w:iy, tacked ship, and
made all sail in chase of us, As far as wo
could judge of their rate-', front the thick-

ness of the weather, supposed them two
ships of the line, and one frigate. At
half-past meridian cut away the boats tow-
ing a-stern, first cutter, and gig. At 1

P. M. found our sailing about equal with the

ships on our lee-quarter, but the frigate luffing

up, gaining our wake, and ratlier dropping a-

storn of us; finding the Cayne dropping a-stern,

and to-lecward, and the fi-igate gaining on her

fast, 1 found it impossible to save her if she

continued on the same course, without Imving
the Constitution brought to action by their

whole force. 1 made the signal, nt 10 minutes
past 1 P. M. to her to tack ship, which was
complied with. This manoeuvre, I conceived

would detach one of the enemy's .ships in pur-

suit of her ; while, at the same time, from her

position, slio would be enabled to reach the

anchorage at Port Praya, before the detached

ships could come up with her; but if they did

net tack after her, it would afford her an op-

portunity to double their rear, and make her

escape before the wind. They all continued in

full chase of the Levant and this ship, the

ship on our leo-quarter firing, by divisions,

broadsides, her shot falling short of us. At 3

P. M. by our having droppeil the Levant consi-

derably, her situation became (from the position
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of tho enemy's frigate) similar to tlieCnyno. It

bocr^rao necessary to Boparato nlso from tho

Lev int, or risk tliis ship bciiij? brought to uc-

tioii to cover lior. 1 iniulo tlio Hignal, at 5
mill, past!}, for her to back wliich shocoinplieil

with. At 12 minutes paf»t 3 tlio whole of the

enemy's squadron tacked in pursuit ofthe Levant

and gave up tho pursuit of this ship. This sncri-

fico of the Levant became necessary, for tlie pre-

servation of tlio (Joii^titution. Sailiiig-nmstey

Ilixon, Midshipman Varniiin, a boatswain's

mate, and lli men, were absent on duty in tho

fifth cutter, to bring the cartel-brig under our
stern.

ml
EXTRACT rilOM PIQUE'S LOG-BOOK.

1
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I uliip. Tills Bncn-

issnry, fur the prc-

I. SiiiiiiiR-iiinster

n, ft biiutsrtain's

lit on duty in tli"

icl-biig under our

Feb. '2S, 1811.

strangers, on» ap-

0.

•s at noon.

iN. 7;5W. I'Jm.

yards by, to allow

iglitairs.—At 4.;!0,

[iiaiii-stay-sail.— At

al, top-gallant, low-

,il-<.—Hauled to the

lade all sail to clusio

•anger shorted sail,

1 American colours,

iilo tack : appeared

1(1 ports of a-»idc.

3.E. byS. 3 miles.—

E. 12 or liJ miles:

r:—10 in Ist reefs:

ir wind to the north-

morabie company's

ny command, vfaa

ard, the two vessels

dly ; and, whon the

three miles, I ob-

it^li colors hoisted,

peace had been re-

ispatched a boat in

llnrtlett, to obtain

the strnngcr nearly

tcr-attcndant's from

•with my spying-

no sooner got up to

crews wcrn forcibly

iKide fah;t a-storn. I

he stranger at onco

1 bore down towards'

ssing our hawse I

hove to, and soon

grr, " What ship is

d no reply, until re-

i merely " Holloo
!"

ish blue ci sign was

1 colours hoisted. I

dcr j'ou in the light

" The reply W09,

1,

^'An enemy." I then informed the American
captain that peace hod been ratified between
Great Britain and the United States cf Amcr-
ioa ; also, that I had the proclamation on board,

and hoped that a duo consideration of this

would induco him to spare bloodshed. I was
<hen commanded, in a very loud and peremptory
manner, to "haul down my colours," which
was immediately repeated still louder, and
with the addition of " instantly ;" to which I

replied, " I shall do no such thing." The
American then opened his fire on us, by which
two men were killed at the gun near mo, and
I received a grape-shot, in a slanting direction,

through the right cheek of my posteriors. A
short but brisk action ensued, and observing

some casualties, my first lieutenant, Mr. llobert

Mayston, and several others, wounded, and
being myself disabled by a, 32-pound shot

which shattered my right knee-joint, anil splin-

tered my thighbone ; also considcing the great

disparity of force, I dcemeil it my 'iuty, al-

though I must confess that it was with no small

degree of reluctance, to strike the British

<;olours to the American. Her first lieutenant,

about dusk, took possession of us. She proved

to bo the U. 8. sloop of war Peacock, Captain

Warrington, carrying twenty 32-pound carro-

nadcs, and two long 18-pouudcrs. Ilcr crew is

said to consist of 220 men.

Both vessels anchored for the night about six

miles off Anjier, and in the morning I was per-

mitted to bo taken on shore, as well as the rest

of the wounded in compliance with my request

to that eflfect.

About 2 P. M. on the day following the ac-

tion, the honorable company's cruiser Nautilus

was restored, and Captain Warrington ad-

dressed a letter to Mr. Macgregor, master-at-

tendant at Anjier, stating, that in consequence

of the information received from him, and the

several different tofrccs from which he had
hoard that a peace had been concluded between

the United States and Great Britain, ho felt

himself bound to desist from hostilities, and re-

gretted that his reasonable demand had not been

complied with by the commander of Nautilus

brig the preceding afternoon.

On the 4th of July the Nautilus sailed for

Batavia, where she arrived the day following,

and was sent from thence to llcmbang, on the

<!oast of Java, in the temporary charge of acting

lieutenant Barnes, (who was ordered on board

from the honorable company's cruiser Malabar,

by Captain Hepburn,) to receive such repairs as

the damages she had sustained required. In the

moan time I remained, on account of my
wounds, on shore at Anjier, where I was most
handsomely received and accommodated by the

by the kindness of Colonel Yule, resident, and
attended by Mr. Hervy Thompson, surgeon of

the district. On the 14th of July it was deemed
necessary to amputate my right leg. I sub-

mitted to the operation, and it was accordingly

taken off above the knee. On the 20th follow-

ing I was removed to the residence of Colonel

V^ulo, at Coram, ard there I remained, experi-

encing every mark of hospitality, and the most
unlimited attention, until the return of the

Nautilus from llcmbang; at which period lind-

ing my health tolerably restored, I rejoined her

on the 23d instant.

I beg leave to subjoin a list of the killed ond
wounded on board the honorable company's
cruiser Nautilus, on tiio 30th of last June ; and,

in having to lament the loss of so many, I re-

gret that a fairer opportunity for their exer-

tions was not afforded them, and myself, with a

vessel of more equal force.

What loss the American may have sustained

I am not able to say. If report is to be relied

on, they had four or five men wounded, and
their bow-gun dismounted.

The damage the Nautilus received in the ac-

tion was consid^rablo both to her liuU and
rigging. The bends on the starboanl-side,

(the side engaged,) were shivered from aft to

the fore-chains, and the bulwark, from the

chcss-trco aft, much torn. Tlic launch and cut-

ter were both perforated with shot, the lower

mast and tiller slightly wounded with grape,

and the boom-main-sail shot thi agh in many
places. Two guns wore disabled by the

enemy's shot, and tho sheet-anchor completely

so, by the loss of its iron stock, ring, and fluke.

Four 32-ponnd shot, that were found lodged,

have been picked out of her: one was under the

counter, very nearly level with the water. A
great number of small-arms and gunner's stores

were thrown overboard by the Americans on

their taking possession, to clear tho deck. The
packets, I am happy to say, remained on board
without being touched, but almost every thing

below was ransacked.

It now only remains for me to do that justice

to the conduct of tho officers and crew of the

Nautilus, on the 30th of last June, which they

so well deserve, by declaring my admiration of

their firmness, and thus publicly expressing my
satisfaction with their conduct throughout.

The two seapoys and native servant, with

amputated limbs, have, I understand, recovered,

and been sent by Captain William Eatwell, of

tho honorable company's cruiser Benares, to

Calcutta, in the honorable company's cruiser

Antelope. Lieutenant Maystone's wound was
onco healed, but has broken out afresh ; he is

however now, I am happy to say, again on the

recovery.'* My own cure has been gi-eatly im-

peded by two unfortunate fistulas, in my stump,

which have caused mo to suffer much. The
rest of the wounded are all well.

Evidence of Mr. Macgregor.

Question. Did you communicate to the offi-

cers of the enemy's ship, before the action

between her and tlie honorable company's crui-

ser Nautilus took place, that peace had been
concluded between Great Britain and the United

States, and ratified by both parties ? Answer.

I did : I communicated to the first lieutenant,

* Tho wound subsecjuently mortified, and ho died Dec-

cv'iabor Urd, 1815.
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ou hU iiiforiniiig mo that I was a piisioncr of

wnr ; but I Hcnrco Haul it, when tlio cnp-

tHin canio forward iind ordorod mo to bo taken

bolow. I communicated tlio abovo also to tlio

purHcr of tlio ship, in tiio ward-room.— y.

What timo had you boon on board before tho

communcemcnt of the said action ? A. Uather

more than a quarter of un hour.

—

Q. Has any

reply been made by any of tho ofliccrtJ of tho

American sloop of war on your communication ?

-1. Yes.

—

(J. 13y whom? A. The purser.

— Q. What was the reply? A. I do not

know how tee can avoid a Utile hntsh;—and the

purser ordorcti me to go out of tho Avay into tho

side-cabiii."

From Ciipltiiii Wai rin'jton to the Aincricun Sic-

rctari/ of tin'- Xav^',

U. S. ship Peacock, Nov. 11, 1816.
" As it is probable you will hereafter seo or

b.car some other account of a rencontre which
took place between tho Peacock and tho East

India company's brig Nautilus, on tho 30th

of June last, in tho straits of Sunda, I take tho

liberty of making known to you tho particulars.

In the nftcrnoou of that d.iy, when a-brenst

of Anjicr, as wo closed with this brig, which
:ippe.arcd evidently a vessel of war, and com-
pletely prepared for action, Ler couimander
luiilcd, and asked, if I knew there was a peace.

I replied in the negative, directing him, at the

L,.uiie timo, to haul his colours down, if it were the

c.iso, in token of it; adding that, if ho did not, I

should fire into her. This being refused one of

the forward guns were fired at her, which was
immediate '3' returned by a broadside from tho

l)rig; ourL. ad.sido was then discharged, and
his colours wore struck, after having six lascars

killed, and seven or eight wounded. As wo had
not the most distant idea of peace, and this

vessel was but a short distance from the fort of

Anjicr, I considered his assertion, coupled with

his arrangement for action, a finesse on his

part, to amuso us, till he could place himself

under the protection of the fort. A few minutes

before coming in contact w'th the brig, two

boats, containing tho master-attendant at An-
jicr, and au officer of the army, came on board,

and as wo were in momentary expectation of

tiring, they were, v/ith their men, passed below.

I cotioluiled that they had been misled by the

liritish colours, under which wo had passed up
tho straits. No question, in consequence, were
put to them; and they, very improperly,

omitted mentioning that peace existed. The
next day, after receiving such intelligence as

they had to communicato on the subject, (part

of which was official,) I gave up the vessel, first

stopping hat shot holes, and putting tho rig-

ging in order.

I am aware that I may be to blame for

ceasing hostilities without more authentic evi-

dence that peace had been concluded ; but, I

trust, when our distance from home, with tho

little chanco we had of receiving such evidence,

are taken into consideration, I shall not be

thought to have decided prematurely.

TUKATY OF PEACE.

Ilia Uritunnio Majesty and tho United
States of America, desirous of terminating the
war which has t<o unhappily subsisted between
tho two countries, and of restoring, upon prin-

ciples of perfect reciprocity, peace, friendship,

and good understanding between tiiem, have,

for that purpose, appointed thoir respective

plenipotentiaries, that is to say ^ his i>Htannii!

Majesty, on his part, has appointed tlio right

honorable James, Lord Qambior, late admiral of

tho white, now admiral of tho red squadron of

his Majesty's fleet, Henry Qoulbourn, Esq..

member of tho Imperial parliament, and under
secretary of state, and William Adams, Esq.
doctor of civil laws :—and tho president of the

United States, ^y ond with tho advice and con-

sent of the senate thereof, has appointed John
Quincy Adams, James A. Bayard, Henry Clay.
Jonathan Russell, and Albert Gallatin, citizens

of the United States, who, after a reciprocal

communication of their respective full powers,
have agreed upon the following articles

:

Art. I.—There shall be a firm and universal

peace between his Britannic Mojesty and the

United States, ond between their respective

countries, territories, cities, towns, and people,

of every degree, without exception of places or

persons. All hostilities, both by sea nd land,

shall cease as soon as this treaty has been
ratified by both parties, as hereinafter men-
tioned. All territories, places, and possessions

whatsoever, taken from either party by the
other, during tho war, or which may be taken
after the signing of this treaty, excepting only
the islands hereinafter mentioned, shall be ris-

stored without delay, and without causing any
destruction, or carrying away any of the
artillery or other public property originally

captured in the said forts or places, and which
shall remain therein, upon the exchange of the
ratifications of the treaty, or any slaves, or
other private property, and all archives, re-

cords, deeds, and pap is, either of a public
nature, or belonging to private persons, which,
in the course of the war, may have fallen into

the hands of the officers of cither party, shall

be, as far as may bo practicable, forthwith
restored and delivered to tho proper authorities

and persons to whom they respectively belong.

Such of tho islands in tho bay of Passama-
quoddy as aro claimed by both parties, shall

remain in the possession of the party in whose
occupation they may bo at the time of the ex-
change of tho ratifications of this treaty, until

the decision respecting tho title to the said

islands sh.all have been made in conformity
with tho fourth article of this treaty. No dis-

position made by this treaty, as to such posses-
sions of the islands and territories claimed by
both parties, shall, in any manner whatever, be
constructed to afifcct the right of cither.

Art. II.—Immediately after the ratification

of this treaty by both parties, as hereinafter

mentioned orders shall be sent to tho armies,

squadrons, officers, subjects, and citizens of the

two powers to cease from all hostilities: and to
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it is reciprocally agreed, timt all vi's-iels ami
effects which may lie taken after the hjiaco ol'

twelve days from the said ratitiealioni, iipun all

parts of the coa>t of North America, IVoiii the

latitu<lu (if twenty-three ilegrecs noi'th, to the

latitude of fifty degrees north, as far eii'-twiird

in the Atlantic Ocean as the thirty-sixth degree
of west longitude from the meridian of Green-
wich, shall bo restored on each siilo : that the

time .shall be thirty days in all other parts of

the Atlantic ocean, north of the diiiinoxial line

or equator, and the same time for the liritish

and Iri.sh channels, for tlio gulf of Mexico, nn<l

all parts of the West Indies : foi ty da.ys for the

North Seas, for the Baltic, and for all parts of

the Mediterranean. Sixty days for the Atlantic

ocean south of the equator as far as the lati-

tude of the Cape of Good Hope: ninety days
for every part of the worM south of the equa-

tor: nnd one hundred and twenty days for all

other parts of the world, without exception.

Art. III.—All prisoners of war taken on
either side, as well by land as sea, shall be

restored as soon as practicable after the ratifi-

cation of this treaty, as heveinafter mentioned,

on their paying the debts which they may have
contracted during their captivity. The two
contructing parties respectively engage to dis-

charge, in specie, the advances which may have
been made by the other, fur the sustenance and
maintenance of such prisoners.

Art. IV.—Whereas it was stipulated by the

second article in the treaty of peace of one

thousand seven hundred and eighty three, be-

tween his Britannic Majesty and the United

States of America, that the boundary of the

United States should comprehend all islands

within twenty leagues of any part of the shores

of the United States, and lyii:g between lines

to be drawn due east from the points where the

aforesaid boundries between Nova-Scotia, on

the one part, nnd East Florida on the other,

shall respectively touch the bay of Fundy, and
the Atlantic ocean, excepting such islands as

now are, or heretofore have been within the

limits of Nova-Scotia: and whereas the several

islands in the bay of Passamaquoddy, which is

part of the bay of Fumly, and the island of

Grand Menan, in the caid bay of Fuiulj-, are

claimed by the United !?tatcs as being compre-
hended within their aforesaid bound.aries, which
said islands are claimed as belonging to his

Britannic majesty, as having been at the time

of, and previous to, the aforesaid treaty of one

thousand seven hundred nnd eighty-tlircc,

within the limits of the province of Nova Scotia:

in order, therefore, finally to decide upon these

claims, it is agreed that they shall be referred

to two commissioners, to bo appointed in the

following manner; viz. One commissioner

shall be appointed by his Britannic majesty,

and one by the Prcsideot of the United States,

by and with the advice and consent of the

senate thereof, and the said two commissioners

60 appointed shall be sworn impartially to ex-

amine and decide upon the said elaiiiis, aetord-

ing to Hiieh evi'lenc(? as 'Imll In' laid lielurc

them, on the j i.rt of his Britiimiie .Majesty and
of the I'tilted Slates respectively. The said

coniiiii^.-icners shall meet at St. Andrews, in the

provinee of .New liiiinswiek, and sliiill have

power to adjiMini to such other place or jiliieeH

as they shall think tit. 'i'he said eomnii.-.-ioners

shall, by a ileilaratioii or report under their

liniid:! and seals, decide to whieh of the two cdii-

tiiieting ])arties the several islands atoresaiil do
respectively lie!oii{;, in eonrorinity with the tiue

intent of the said treaty of jieaco of one thou-

sand seven hundri'd and eighty-three. Anil if

the said eonuiiissioners shall agree in their deci-

sion, both jiarties shall consider ueh deeision

as final and conclusive. 1', is further iigieed,

that in the event of two couimissiuners dillering

upon nil or any of the matter;) so referred to

them, or in the event of both or either of the

said confliiissioiicrs refusing or declining, or

wilfully omitting, to act as such, they shall

make, jointly or separately, a rejiort or reports

as well to the government of iiis liritiiiinie

Majesty, as to that of the United States, stating

in detail the points of Avhich they differ, and the

grounds upon which their respective opinions

have been formed, or the grounds upon which
they, or cither of them, have so refused, de-

clined, or omitted to act. And his Britannic

Majesty, anil the government of the United

States, hereby agree to refer the report or n*-

ports of the said commissioners, to some friendly

sovereign or state, to be then .named for that

purpose, and who shall be requested to decide

on the differences which may bo stated in the

said report or reports, or upon the report of one
commissioner, together ..ith the grounds upon
which the other commissioner shall have re-

fused, declined, or omitted to act, ns the caee

may be. And if the commissioner so refusing,

declining, or omitting to net, shall nlso wilfully

oinit to state the grounds upon which he has so

done, in such manner that the said statement
may be referred to such friendly sovereign or

state, together with the report of such other
commissioner, then such sovereign or ("tate

shall decide expartc upon the said report alone.

And his Britiinnic Majesty and the government
of the United States engage to consider the de-

cision of some friendly sovereign or state to be
final and Cuuclusive, on all the matters so re-

ferred.

Art. V.—Whereas neither that point of the

iiigh hinds lying due north from the source of the

river St. Ooix, and designated in the former
treaty of peace between the two powers as the
north-west angle of NovaScotin, nor the north-

westernmost head of Connecticut river, has yet
been ascertained ; and whereas that part of the

boundary line between the dominion of the two
powers which extends from the source of the
river St. Croix directly north to the above
mentioned north-west angle of Nova Scotia,

thence along the said high lands which divide

those rivers that empty themselves into the

river St. Lawrence from those which fall into

the Atlantic ocean, to the north-westernmost
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liend of (?oiincotirut river, tlicnco down uU>ii|t

tlio iiiiilillii ol' timt rivor to tin' Cnrly-rtftli di'Kri'o

of iKirtli lMlltui|i>: tliciicn liy ii liiui <luo wo^t

on Hiiid Itititiulo until it Ktt-ikcH tiio rivor

Iroi]Uois or ('iil.ii'iij^uy, lias not yet liccn niir-

veycil: it is ii;{r('C(l, tlmt Cor llicso srvoriil jiiir-

^)o^eH, two coMiniissioiiers f^liiill liu iipiiointi'il,

F.worn, tinil iiutliorizoii, to not oxiiotly in tiie niiin-

nor tlii'cctoil witli nvpcct to tiiosu iiientioncil in

the next prL-f('iliii;;iirlii'lt>, unli'.'<sotiici'wisohiii"fi-

fitHlintlioprcsi'iitiirticlo. Tlifyaiileoiiiniii'sionLM's

Hhiill n\i'ot at St. Andrews, in tiio province of

Now lirunswicU, iirul siiiill Imvo power to iid-

joiini to such otlier pliico or |)laces as lli(>y siiall

tliink tit. 'I'liP said ooniiiiissioners shall have
power to aseertuiii and determine the points

above niontioned, in eonl'orniity with theprovi-

hions of tho said treaty of peaco of one thou-

sand seven hundred and einlity-tliree, and shall

eau-io the Ixiundnry aforesaid, from tjio source

of tho river St. Croix, to the river Iroijuois (u-

Catarnnuy, to be surveyed and marked aocord-

inj; to tlie >-tuil itrovisions. The said eommis-
sioncrs shall muko ii map of the .said bout\dary,

and unnc.K it to a declaration under their hands
and sonl.s, certifying it to be the true map of

the said bounilary, and particularizing the lat-

itude and longitude of the iu)rth-west angle of

Nova Scotia, of the north-westernmost head of

Connecticut river, ami of such other points ol'

tho said bound^iry as they may deem jiropor.

And both parties agree to consider such map
and declaration as'fiiially and conclusively fixing

tho said boundary. And in the event of the

said two eomniissioners differing or both, or

either of the;i', refusing or declining, or wil-

fully omitting to net, sucli reports, dccdarations,

or statements, shall bo nnule by them, or cither

of them, and such referonco to a friendly

sovereign or state, shall be made, in all respects

as in tho latter part of tho fourth article is con-

tained, and in as full a manner as if the same
was heroin repeated.

Art, VI.—Whereas by the former treaty of

peace, that portion of tho boundary of the

United States from the point where the forty-

fifth degree of north latitude strikes the river

Iroquois or Cataraguy to tho lake Superior,

was declared to be "along tho middle of said

river into lake Ontario, through the middle of

said lake until it strikes tho communication by
water between that lake and lake Erie, thence

along tho middle of said communication into

lake Erie, through tho middle of said lake until

it arrives at tho water coHimunication into the

lake Huron, thence through the middle of said

lake to the water communication between that

lake and l.iko Superior," And whereas doubts

have arisen what was the middle of said river,

lakes, and water communications, and whether
certain islands lying in tho same were within

tho dominions of his Britannic Alajosty or of the

United States: in order, therefore, finally to

decide these doubts, they shall bo referred to two
commissioners, to be appointed, sworn, and au-

thorized to act exactly in the manner directed

with respect to those mentioned in tho next

preceding article, unless otherwise specified in

thifi prcHcnt nrtlclo. Tho naid commisMionem
shall meet, in tho first instancont Albany, in tho

state of New York, and shall have power to ad-

journ to such other placu or places an they

shall think fit. The said coniniissioncrs rhall,

by a report or declaration, under theirhands and
seals, (iesignatu the boundary through tho said

rivers, lakes, or water communications, and de-

cide to which of tho two contracting parties

tho severol islands lying within tho said r'.cr,

InkcN, and water communications, do respec-

tively belong, in conformity with tho true in-

tent of tho raid treaty of ono thousar.d seven

hundred and eighty-three. And both parties

agree to consider such designation and decision

as final and conclusive. And in tho event of

tho said two commissioners difFering, or both,

or either of them, refusing, declining, or wil-

fully omitting to act, such reports, declarations,

or statements, shall bo made by them, or cither

of them ; luid such referonco to a friendly

sovereign or state shall bo made in all respects

as in tlio latter part of tho fourth article is

contained, and in as full a manner as if tlie

same was herein repeated.

Art. VII—It is further agreed that the said

two last mentioned commissioners, after they

shall havo executed the duties assigned to them
in tho preceding orticlc, shall be, and they arc

hereby authorized, upon their oaths, imparti-

ally to fix and determine, according to the true

intent of tho said treaty of peace of ono thou-

sand seven hundred and eighty-three, that part

of the boundary between tho dominions of tho

two powers, which oxtomls from the water com-
munication between lake Huron and lake Supe-
rior, to tho most north-western point of the lake

of tho Woods, to decide' to which of tho two
parties tho several islands lying in tho lakes,

water communications and rivers, forming the

said boundary, do respectively belong, in con-

formity with tlic true intent of the said treaty

of peaco 'f ono thousand seven hundred and
cighty-th. and to cause such parts of tho

said boundary, as require it, to be surveyed and
markc<l. Tho said commissioners shall, by a

report or declaration under their hands and
seals, designate the boundary lino aforesaid,

state their decisions on tho points thus referred

to them, and particularize tho latitude and
longitude of tho most north-western point of

tho lake of tho Woods, nnd of such other parts

of tho said botmdary, as they may deem proper.

And both parties agree to consider such desig-

nation and decision as final and conclusive.

And, in the event of the said two commissioners

differing, or both, either of them, refusing, de-

clining, or wiltully omitting to act, such re-

ports, docliirations, or statement shall be made
by them, or either of them, and such reference

to a friendly sovereign or state, shall bo made
in all respects, as in the latter part of the

fourth article is contained, and in ns full a

manner as if the same was herein repeated.

Art. VIII.—Tho several boards of two com-
missioners mentioned in tho four preceding

articles, shall respectively havo power to ap-

point a secretary, and to employ such surveyors
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DupliiMtfi of all their ri'.>|>i'('tivo report.'*, de-

I'laratioii", statciiienly, ainl d^('i^ioll'', ami of

their accounts, uinl of 111. jomiKil of tliiir pic-

oei'diiig", nliall be dclivi'ii'd by lIuMii lo tlic

ageut.-i of IiIti lirltaiiiiii' ^lllj|•ty, ami to llif

agents of th.' I'liitcil States, who may be re-

^pel;tively a|ipolrite(l and autlioij/ed to maim;.'e

tliu biiKineys on behalf of their re^peetive

gover' ineiitH. The ^iiiid eiiiiiiiiis-'oners sliiill

be respectively imid in sik Ii maimer as hIiiiII be

agreed between the two cuiiti-actiii;; parties,

such ngreeiiielit being to bi^ settleil ut llie tiiiie

of the exeliaiigo of the nitifie;ilioiis of this

treaty; and all other expenses atteinliiig said

cr.niniissioners t-liall be defiiiyed eiiuall.v by the

parties. And, in case of dentli, sieUness, resig-

nation, or necessary absence, tlie plaeo of every
such coiiiinissioner resixretively shall be sup-

plied in the same manner as siieh eomiiiis-iiiiier

was first appointed, and the new eoiiiiiiis-ioiier

shall take the same oath or alliniiatinn, uml do
the same duties. It is further ngri'i'd bi'tweeii

the two contracting parties, timl in e;is',> uny of

the islands iiientioned in any of the pieeediii^i

articles, which were in the )iosses>ion of <im' of

tlio parties jirior to the eommeiiceiiieiil of the

present war between the countries, should, by
the decision of any of the buMrdv of cniinnis-

siotiers aforesaid, or of the soverei;;n or •tali

so referred to, as in the four iie.xt preci'diii;;

artieles contained, fall within the doiiiinioiis of

the other part)', all grants of lands luiiile pre-
vious to the coiiiiiieneemeiit of the war, by tiie

party having haci such possession, sjiall iio as

valiil as if such island or i.-laiiils li.'id, by siuli

ilecision or decisions, been udjii'l^ed to lie

within tlie doiniiiions of the party having siteli

possession.

Art. IX.—The United States of Ameriea en-
gage to jiut an end, inimedialely .after the

ratification of the present treaty, to hostilities

with all the tribes or nations of Imlians, with

whom they may be at war at the time of sneli

ratification ; and forthwith to restore to such
tribes or nations, respectively, all the posses-

sions, rights, ami privileges, which tliey may
have enj lyed or been entitled to in one tlur.i-

sand eight hundred and eleven, previous to such
hostilities : Provided always, that such tribes or

nations shall agree to desist from all hostilities

againt the United States of .Aiinrica, their citi-

zens and subjects, upon the ratification of the

present treaty being notified to such tribes or
nations, and shall so desist accordingly. And
his Uritannic Majesty engages, on his part, to

put an end immediately after the ratification of

the present treaty, to hostilities with all the

tribes or nations of Indians with whom he may
be at war at the time of such ratification, and
forthwith to restore to such tribes or nations
respectively, all the possessions, rights, and
privileges, Avhich tl-.ey niay have enjoyed, or
been entitled to, in one thousand eight humlred
and eleven, previous to such hostilities : Pro-
vided always, that such tribes or nations shall

agree to desist from all hostilities against his

Britannic Majesty, and his subjecbs, upon the

ratification of the present treaty being notihetl

to siu'h tribes or nations, uml hliall so desiut

iicenrdiiigly

.

.\i t. \.— Whereas the irallie In slllv»•^ Is Irro*

coin iliiliii' with the principle of liiimar.ity and
jil-tiee, and wlier''a . Initli his lirllannie Mnje-ty

and tlie U'lited .>^tates nro disiitms of ron'iini-

iiig their ell'iii t^ to proimite its eiiliie abulitioii, it

is hereby a;;ried lliat both the eontractiiig

pMrties hinill n-e their be-l endeavours to aeeoin-

plish so desiiiililo an oljeet.

.\rt. Xl.—This treaty, when the >iinui sliall

Iiave liei 11 ratified lai both siiles, without alter-

ation by either of theeoiitiaeting p:irliesiinil the

ratifieiitioiis mutually exehaiigeil, «lii|l be bind-

ing on botli parlies iiiid the ratilit iiiioiis shall

lii> exchanged at Wa-liington, in the space of

four niniilhs from this day, or sooner, if praeti-

eable.

In faith wh.'reof, wo the res[K\'tive plenipo-

tentiaries, have signed this treaty, ami havo
tliereiinto allixed our seals.

hiiiie, in tiiji'iicate, at (Jlient, tin! twenty-
fuiirih di'y of Deeeniber, one thousand eight

liiiti'lrcd ami fourteen.

(iAMIUKR,
iiiiNiiv (lori.iioriiN,

WIMdAM ADA.M.S,
JOII.S WIINCV ADAMS.
.1. A. r.AYAUl).
II. (;i.AV,

.JO.NATIIAN KL.-'SKIJ,.

AM'.KUT (iAI.LATi.N.

Now, thirefi.reto the end of the sai I ti'eaty of
peiieiMili lafiiity 'iKiy be oliserved with good fiiith,

on the part oltlie United States, I,.J:inies .Madison,

I'ii ^ident as alorcaid, have caii-e I tlif jiremiscs

to be made public: and I do hereby enjoin all

persoirt bearing ofiice, civil or military, within
the United Stales, aii'lall others, citiz.n or in-

lial>itant' thereof, or bein'j within the same,
faithfully to observe and fulfil th" .••:iid treaty,

and every clause and article thereof.

Ill le.<tiiiioiiy wliere(d' I have caii.iil the seal

of the Liiitod States to be allixed to there pre-

sents, and signed the rame with my haml.

Done ut the (!ity of Washington, this eigh-

teenth day of February, in the year of our
Jjordone thousand eight humlred iindfiltcen,

and of the soverL'igiity and iiide|;en.leiioeof

tin; United States the thiifv-nint!!,

.JAMES MADISON.
r>y the president.

JAMKS MONllOi:.

Trilnl Briii.ih and Aiwrkan Cnii.iirs captured
or ili.^trrn/rd, excluding l/io.ie. re-ciiplured, during
th,! War:—

British....

American

.
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Lidt of Brllkh and Amencaa nati'onrd crv '-•.•t.v, captured at sea, ichich the opposite party

succeeded ill r/ctlin'^ into port.

BRITISir.

Ships' iiiimos.

Miioecloiuan,

Cyano,

Eporvier, IJ.

Uominica, So.

Boxer, B.

St. Lawrence, Sc.

Highflvcr, Sc.

lUllah'ou, Sc.

Su.

0. Total.

Ouiis.



oppoxile party

Comp. Tons.
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