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i‘-lunse of Tommons Debates

SIXTH SESSION—SEVENTH PARLIAMENT

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TuurspaY, 2nd January, 1896.

The Parliament., which had been proro-
gued from time to time, was now command-
ed to assemble on the 2nd day of January,
1896, for the despatch of business.

The SPEAKER itook the Chair at fiftecn
minutes before Three o’clock.

PRAYERS.

A Message was delivered by Réné Edouard
Kimber, Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the
Black Rod:

M. SUrEAKER.

His Excellency the Governor General desires
the iminediate attendance of this Honourable
House in the Senate Chamber.

Accordingly. the House went up to the

Senate Chamber.
Aud the House being returned,

VACANCIES.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honour to
inform the Housc that during the recess 1
have received commuunications from several
members notifying me that the following
vacancies had occurred in iie representa-
tion, viz.:

Of Josiah Wood, Esquire, Member for Lhe
Electoral District of Westmoreland, by being
summoned to the Senate.

Of Robert S. White, Esquire, Member for the
Electoral District of Cardwell, by resignation.

Of Frank Madill, Esquire, Member for the
Electoral District of the North Riding of Ont-
ario, by decease.

Of Hon. James Colebrooke Patterson, Member
for the Electoral District of West Huron, by
the acceptance of an office of emolument under
the Crown, to wit : that of Lieutenant-Governor
of the Province of Manitoba.

Ot Désiré Girouard, HEsquire, Member for the
Electoral District of Jacques Cartier, by the ac-
ceptance of an office of emolument under the
Crown, to wit : that of a Judge of the Supreme
Court of Canada.

1
REVISED

Of Hon. John Joseph Curran, Member for the
Electoral District of Montreal Centre, by the ac-
ceptance of an office of emolument under the
Crown, to wit : that of a Judge of the Superior
Court of the I'roviuce of Quebec.

Of Henry Simard, IIsquire. Member for the
Electoral District of Charlevoix, by decease ;
and

Of ‘Zdward Gawler Prior, Bsquire, Member for

tae Tilectoral Distriet of Victoria, B.(., by the
acceptance of an office of emoluient under the
Crown.
I ac-ordingly issued my several warrants to
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery to
make out new writs of eleciion for the said
clectoral districets respectively.

NEW MEMBERS.

I Mr. SPEAKER. I have also the honour
'to inform the House that during the recess
rthe Clerk of the House has received from
the Clerk of the Crown in Clhancery, certi-
i icates of the election aun« return

Of Henry A. Powell, for the Electoral District
of Westmorcland ; and

Of John A. McGillivray, for the Electoral Dis-
trict of the North Riding of Ontario.

MEMBER INTRODUCED.
John A. McGillivray, Esauire, Member for the

Electoral District of North Ontarie, introduced
by Hon. Mr. Montague and Mr. Hughes.

FIRST READING.

Bill (No. 1) respecting the Administration
of Qaths of Office.—(Mr. Foster.)

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honour to in-
form the House that when the House did
attend His Excellency the Governor Gen-
eral this day in the Senate Chamber, His
Excellency was pleased to make a sSpeech
to both Houses of Parliament. To prevent
mistakes, I have obtained a copy, which
is as follows :—

Honourahle Gentlemen of the Senaté :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

In accordance with the announcement made
during the last Session, Parliament has been

EDITION.
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summoned somewhat in advance of the usual
period.

The bountiful harvest with which Canada has
been blessed is a cause for the deepest thank-
fulness to the Giver of all good.

I congratulate you upon the evidence of in-
creased activity in the various branches of com-
merce and industry.

Several such indications have come under my
personal observation during a tour made re-
cently in the North-west Territories and British
Columbia. In particular, I noticed the extension
of mining enterprise in British Columbia, where
the vast mineral resources are in certain localities
being now developed and utilized upon something
like an adequate scale.

A special feature of the same tour consisted
in the opportunities obtained for visiting a num-
ber of the Indian Reservations and also the In-
dian Industrial Schobls. On the former I was
received with hearty demonstrations of loyalty

and good-will, while in connection with the latter:

the proofs of proficicncy and intelligence on the
part of 1he children are highly encouraging.

As to the work of the Indian Department as
a whole, the manner in which it is directed and
administered appears to be very satisfactory.

A reference to these topics would be incom-
plete without an allusion to the valuable ser-
vices of the North-west Mounted Police, which
may justly be regarded by Canadians generally
as indispensable, under present conditions, to
the well-being of those extensive and promising
portions of the Dominion in which they are
stationed.

Immediately after the prorogation of Parlia-
ment my Government communicated through
the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba with the
Government of that province, in order to ascer-
tain upon what lines the local authorities of

ianitoba would be prepared to promote amend-
ments to the Acts respecting education in scheols
in that province, and whether any arrangement
was possible with the Manitoba Government
which would render action by the Federal Par-
liament in this connection unnecessary. I re-
gret to say that the advisers of the Lieutenant-
Governor have declined to entertain favourably
these suggestions, thereby rendering it necessary
for my Government in pursuance of its declared
rolicy to introduce legislation in regard to this
subject. The papers will be laid before you.

I am happy to inform you that the representa-
tions of my Government and the suggestions of
the Ottawa Conference respecting steamship com-
munication have resulted in an announcement
by the Imperial authorities of their willingness
to grant a substantial subvention towards the
Atlantic portion of the scheme. This will, I
trust, ensure the successful establishment of a
line of steamers between the United Kingdom

Mr. SPEAKER.

and Canada, which, in point of speed and equip-
ment, shall fully meet all requirements.

My Government have also learned with satis-
faction that it is the intention of the Secretary
of State for the Colonies to appoint a Committee
to consider a proposed Pacific Cable to connect
Canada with Australasia. You will, 1 am sure,
share the gratification with which my advisers
welcome these announcements as affording fur-
ther evidence of the desire of Her Majesty's
Government to draw closer to each other and to
the motherland the outlying portions of the
Queen’s Dominions. The papers on these sub-
Jects will also be submitted to you.

Your attention will be asked to measures in-
tended to provide for the better arming of our
militia and the strengthening of Canadian de-
fences.

The growth of population in the North-west
Territories as disclosed by the last enumeration
calls for additional representation in Parliament.
A Bill for this purpose will be laid before you.

I am happy to be able to inform you that the
Commissioners appointed by Great Britain and
the United States for the purpose of delimiting
the boundary between Alaska and Canada have
concluded their labours and have signed a joint
report for presentation to their respective Gov-
ernments. This report will be laid before Par-
liament in due time.

At the request of the Right Honourable the
Secretary of State for the Colonies a delegate
of my Qovernment visited England last summer
to confer with the Imperial authorities upon the
question of Copyright. His report will be laid
before you, and I doubt not that this subject
will again receive your earnest attention.

You will also be asked to consider measures
for the extension and development of our trade
in agricultural products with the United King-
dom, and other markets.

Gentlemen of the House of Cemmons :

The accounts of the past and the estimates for
the ensuing year will be laid before you. The
latter have been framed with every regard for
economy consistent with the requirements of the
public service.

You will be pleased to learn that the revenues
of the country show a gradual and continuous
| increase, and that the promised equilibrium be-
: tween income and expenditure on Consolidated
: Fund@ account for the current year bids fair to
be realized.

Honourahle Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I commend these subjects and others which
may come before you to your earnest considera-
tion, relying upon your wisdom and prudence
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|
under the Divine guidance to discharge with dig-; in Chancery, certificates of the Election and
nity and effect the hixh trust committed to your ! Return of the following Mewbers, viz. :—

care. ! _

Mr. FOSTER moved : %
That the Address with which His Excellency :

has been pleased to open the session be taken:
into consideration on Tuesday next, the 7th|

inst.
Motion agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Mr. FOSTER moved :

That Select Standing Committees of this House
for the present session be appointed for the
#sllowing purposes :(—1. On Privileges and Elec-
tions.—2. On Expiring Laws.—3. On Railways,
Canals and Telegraph Lines.—4. On Miscel-
laneous Private Bills.—5. On Standing Orders.—
6. On Printing.—7. On Public Accounts.—8. On
Bapking and Commerce.—3. On Agriculture and
Colonization ;—which said Committees shall]
severally be empowered to examine and inquire

Of James McShane, for the Electoral District
of Montreal Centre ; and

Of William Stubbs, for the Electoral District
of Cardwell.

MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

Henry A. Powell, Esquire, Member for the Elec-
toral District of Westmoreland, N.B., introduced
by Hon. Mr. Costigan and Hon. Mr. Foster.

William Stubbs, Esquire, Member for the Elec-
tcral Distriet of Cardwell, introduced by Mr. Mec-
Carthy and Mr. O’Brien.

James McShane, Esquire, Member for the Elec-
toral District of Montreal Centre, introduced by
Mr. Laurier and Mr. Devlin.

SAFETY OF RAILWAY EMPLOYEES
AND PASSENGERS.

Mr. CASEY moved for leave to introduce

into all such matters and things as may be. Bill (No. 2), further to secure the safety of
referred to them by the House ; and. to report railway employees and passengers. He said:
from time to time their observations and| Thjs is, in substance, the Bill I introduced

opinions thereon ; with power to send for per-
sons, papers and records.

Motion agreed to

ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. FOSTER moved :

That when the House adjourns this day it do
stand adjourned until Tuesday mnext, the 7th
inst., at 3 o’clock p.m.

Motion agreed to.

REPORT.

Joint Report of the Librarians of Parlia-
ment.—(Mr. Speaker.)

Mr. FOSTER moved the adjournment of |
the House. i

Motion agreed to, and House adjourned at
3.50 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TuEesDAY, Tth January, 1896.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three !
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

NEW MEMBERS.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honour to in-
form the House that the Clerk of the House
had received from the Clerk of the Crown
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last year, and for which I was unable to get
a second reading. If there happens to be a
session this year, I hope to obtain full con-
sideration for the Bill.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first
time.

CRAINAGE ON PROPERTY OF RAIL-
WAY COMPANIES.

Mr. CASEY moved for leave to introcduce
Eill (No. 3), concerning drainage on the pro-
perty of railway companies. He said : This
is 2 Bill similar to the Bill I introduced last
year on the same subject.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first
time.

MINISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Mr. Speaker,
before the Orders of the Day are called,
I have an important statement to make
to the House. Since the opening of
Parliament, seven members of the Cabi-
net have tendered their resignations to
the Prime Minister. which were submitted .
to the Governor General and accepted by
His Excellency. The gentlemen whose re-
signations have been accepted are :—The
Hon. George E. Foster, Minister of Finance ;
the Hon. John Haggart, Minister of Ralil-
ways and Canals; the Hon. Sir Charles
Hibbert Tupper, Minister of Justice; the
Hon. William Bullock Ives, Minister of
Trade and Commerce ; the Hon. Arthur R.
Dickey, Minister of Militia and Defence ;
the Hon. Walter H. Montague, Minister of
Agriculture ; the Hon. John F. Wood, Con-
troller of Customs. At the next meeting of
the House I hope to be in a position to state
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definitely what course the Government has
taken. or intends to take, under these cir-
cumstances. Considering the gravity of the
situation, I bave to ask that when the House
adjourns to-day—of course, I am aware that
without notice I can only move for an ad-
Journment from day to day—it stands ad-
journed for ten days. or a fortnight, which
would allow time to consider the gravity of
the circumstances. This is the statement,
Mr. Speaker. which I have the honour to lay
before the House. Therefore, I move :

That when the House adjourns this day, it do
stand adjourned until Tuesday, the 21st instant.

Mr. LAURIER.
lieve that my hon. friend who now leads the

at the outset that it will not be possible for

me, nor for any of those who sit on this side . ¢5 give to the minority the redress which

‘the minority was asking for,

of the House, to agree at this moment to
the proposition that the House should ad-
journ at all, except in the ordinary way
from day to day. I understand very well
that the Government are in a very peculiar

 most unparliamentary manner,

met on the second of this month. To as-
sume that, would be to assume that these
hon. gentlemen had acted not only in a
but that
they had acted in a most treacherous man-
ner to the Premier, and in a most unpardon-
able manner towards the dignity of the

: Crown. Why, Sir, what is the position we

are in at this moment ? The position is
this: On the 8th of July last. when the
Cabinet had been tossed to and fro, and un-
decided as to whether or not they would
introduce a measure of remedial legislation
with regard to the Manitoba school case,

i based upon the Order in Council of the 21st
Mr. Speaker, I really be-. o¢ March last, they came here with the an-
: pouncement that they were to reopen nego-

House will not be surprised if 1 tell him tigtjons with the government of Manitoba,

and that in the event of Manitoba failing

then they

gwou]d summon Parliament not later than
.the 2nd of January and introduce remesdial

position, and that they are entitled, I must.

say, to some commiseration. T am not dis-
posed to refuse that commiseration to them
in any way. But on the otber bhand, we
must have something like parliamentary

that we should put an end to the travesty,
to the mockery, and to the sham which has
been too long going on here under the name
of parliamentavry government. It is not
at all surprising to me that there should

legislation and press it to a conclusion.
Parliament was summoned to assemble on
the 2nd of January. and Parliament met

ion the 2nd of January. The whole Cabinet
; has put in the mouth of His Excellency a
i statement of the poliey which the Govern-

: v ameniary : ment intended to earry on this session. and
government in this country. and it is time

of the measures which they proposed to in-

-troduce. This was assented to unanimously.

All the colleagues of .the Prime Minister, of

. course, pledged themselves to the support

rof that policy.
“that after the whole of the

be resignations of members of the Cabinet.
I must say that I have rather expected it

ever since we had the resignations on the
8th of July last. I expected then that the
day ~would come when another wing of
the Cabinet would do the same thing as
had been done by the wing of the Cabinet
which resigned on that occasion. On that
point I have nothing to say further than
this :
Caron) has told us that seven of the members
of the Administration have resigned. Sir,
the Lon. gentleman should have told us
what is the cause which has brought on
these resignations. Not a word, not &
syllable, not a scintilla of information has
been given to the House upon this most
important subject. We knew before the
hon. gentleman (Sir Adolphe Caron) spoke--
because the fact had gone abroad through
the length and breadth of the land—that
seven of his colleagues had resigned, but
we were in the dark then and we are in
the dark yet, as to what are the causes
which led to this most extraordinary and
important course. What are the causes ?
I must assume, Mr. Speaker, that some ex-
traordinary event hos takKen place which
has induced seven of the members of the
Administration to take such a course. I
“cannot assume for a moment that the hon.
gentlemen who have resigned, have tender-
- ed their resignations to the Premier for
causes which existed when this Parliament

Sir ADOLPHE CARON."

Now, are we to suppose
Governmeunt
have been committed to that policy, after
they have taken their course. and after

‘they have placed in the bands of the Crown
: the policy which the advisers of the Crown
. intended to carry on, are we to suppose
:that unless something unforeseen has taken

gentiemen,

place since then, these gentlemen would
have resigned on account of causes which

' existed at the very time they put that ian-
The hon. gentleman (Sir Adolphe y v

guage into the mouth of the representative
of the Crown ? We are indeed told by the
ministerial press that no extraordinary
event has taken place since that time, but
that these gentlemen have tendered their
vesignations on account of reasons -vhich
existed long before Parliament was called.
Again, I assume that some very extra-
ordinary event must have taken place <ince
the opening of Parliament. It is true that
the ministerial press has given us an event
extraordirary in its character, which, how-
ever, did not affect the whole Cabinet, but
affected only two members of the Adminis-
tration. It is true, as has been stated in
the press, that a member of the Adminis-
tration had charged one of his colleagues
with having anonymously slandered him
to His Excellency the Governor General,
had carried on Investigations behind his
back, although they were sitting all the
time at the same table in Council, and that
under such circumsfances there was some-
thing to be investigated against those two
Well, this is an extraordinary
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event, I must admit, but it is not an event
I would imagine which would bring on
such a crisis as we have at present. What
is the true cause I ask ? We are told in the
organs of the Government that the Con-
servative party are dissatisfied with the
leadership of Sir Mackenzie Bowell. As
to that I have nothing to say. It is a purely
family quarrel in which I would not at ali
venture to take any part. 1t is for the
Conservatives themselves to settle that
question.- But, Sir, if that were the cause,
if that is really the reason. and the oniy
reason why we have the present orvisis,
then, met as we are here to-day to discuss
the Speech of His Excellency, and asked us
we are to adjourn the House, we had better
know whether that is the cause or not. But,
Sir, this cause existed long ago. Whether
the Conservative party at large is or is not
satisfied with the leadership of Sir Macken-
zie Bowell, it is for gentlemen on the other
side of the House and not for me to deter-
mine. I have to say that Parliament would
be trifled with if that were given as the
cause why we should not proceed with the
business of the House. Parliament has
been called to determine a certain poliey,
but to me it looks very much as if this were
another of those expedients. of which wa
have had too many already. in order to af-
ford the Government an opportunity to not

carry out the pledges which they have given

Parliament.

Mr. SPEAKER.
hon. gentleman (Sir
Jected to ?

Mr. LAURIER. Certainly; notice must be
‘manner to pave the way. if possible, for the
‘ formation of a Government whose Premier
I will give it as’

given.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON.
a notice of motion for to-morrow.

Mr. LAURIER. For the day
IOTrow,

Sir ADOLPHE CARON.
House do now adjourn.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker. before the

I move that the

which I conceive should he performed at
once, and to say at the same time that I
do not propose (as neither, I think, do my
colleagues who are acting with me in this

subjeet. I will to-day simply make a state-

ment for the information of the House and

the country as to our position—I mean the
position of those gentlemen who thought it
their duty to retire from the Government—
and I shall briefly state the reasons why
they retired. 1 may say in the first place
that there is no disagreement between our-
selves and the Premier upon any questioa
of public policy, trade or constitutional, with
regard to which action has been already
taken, or in respect to which an attitude has
been assumed by ‘the Government' under

Is the motion of the:

Adolphe Caron) ob- .the present Premier could satisfactorily com-

the present Premier. I beg also to say that
we retain our firm belief in the principles
ar:d policy of the Liberal Conservative party, .
with which we are in entire accord, and of

whieh, in common with others, we have
been and will remain the exponents in so
far as our ability admits. We have lost
none of our conitdeirce in the sound and
healthy condition of the Liberal Conserva-
tive party of Canada, or of our belief that it
cmbodies a policy which the majority of the
electorate considers essential to the contin-
ued welfare and progress of the country, or
of our faith that under firm and prudent
leadership it will come back triumphant
from the polls. Though with many mis-
=ivings we agreed to enter the Government
under Mr. Bowell in succession to Sir Jobn
Thempson, we have nevertheless unitedly
and loyally striven to the best of our ability
to make it strong and efficient, and it has
been with growing regret that we have seen
our efforts result in a measure of success
less than that for whiech we had hoped and
striven. We are of the opinion that the
l.iberal Conservative party ought to be re-
presented by the strongest Government pos-
sible to be secured from its ranks, that the
necessity therefor was mnever greater than
under existing circumstances, and we be-
lieve tnat such a Government can be formed
without delay. This we have repeatedly
urged upon the Premier with the result that
we found ourselves face to face with Parlia-
ment having a Govermment with its num-
bers incomplete, and with no assurance that

plete it. Under these circumstances we
thought it our duty to retire, and in this

could command the confidence of all his col-

. leagues, could satisfy the Liberal Conserva-

after to-. tive party, that its strongest elements were

-had a Government which was united and

at its head and impress the country that it

had power to govern. We aflirm with the

_uimost sincerity that the action we have
“taken has sprung from no feecling of per-
:sonal dislike or of personal ambition, but

House adjourns, I rise to perform a duty . has been solely dictated by our wish to sink

all minor considerations in the presence of
our great desire that the best interests of
our party and country should be duly con-

matter) to enter into any discussion of the | SeTVed:

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I do not
know, Mr. Speaker, which is the more ex-
traordinary—the request made by the pre-
sent leader of the House or the statement
to which we have just listened from the ex-
leader of the House. Sir, I have had some
parliamentary experience. It is three and
thirty years since I first sat in the Parlia-
ment of the then two Canadas, and in all
that time, although I have seen many crises
and assisted at some, I can recall nothing in
the faintest degree parallel with the present
condition of things. 8Sir, I defy my hon.
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friend the ex-Minister of Justice. who is : without any dissensions or disputes ? Have
learned in precedents, to point out to us, in;they not, in tones of thunder—especially
the history of any British community, a case ! through ihe late Secretary of State—what is
in which seven ministers of the Crown have: he now ?—the ex-Minister of Agriculture—
resigned in the interval between the placing ! declared that these assertions about cabinet
of a speech in the mouth of the Governor or' dissensions were the vilest slanders of an
Scvereign of the country and the debate that ' unscrupulous Grit press ? Have’ they not
usually follows thereo. Sir, we have:over and over again declared that all these
heard of sudden conversions and sudden ' assertions which we have made so recklessly
convictions. YVe know. on the authority of . against men so notoriously at one as the late
an eminent English writer, that | Minister of Railways and his coulleague the
« Mercy was sought and mercy found | Minister of Public Works, were pure inven-
Between the saddle and the ground ;”’ { tlQns of the enemy, an‘(’l I{S)t fmtl.t!eq t? the
But that i ¢ n ol X to tl dis_hghtesj: consideration ? Now. Sir, it is no
u bt st P 1€ speed. light thing at a crisis like this—it is no light
with which these new convictions have!:thing when several constituencies are called
dgl\;'n?t(l 01\1_ the“r:;mgis ?\t hq;x.lgentlemen :upon to record their verdict—;hat Ministess
opposite. Now, Mr. Speiker, 1t does appear: of the Crown should come before the coun-
to me that these hon. gentlemen. one and all,  try with statements in their mouths which
glt‘f‘? Offt?lteld % ?{Pi@“‘nhmt_{? tg?.feg)ljesellli '1 cannot characterize in parliamentary lan-
ive O 1e Soverelgn. and a direct InSull - guage other than this, that tlhey appear to
to thg Houig-, No matter wl{;’tt fthelrgnave not the slightest foundation in fact,
grounds or eir reasous may be, for aijudging from the statemeust which the
cabiuet to place a speech in the mouth ofgex-fﬁnister of Finance has just made.
His Excellency. and then. before the ink on! Then, Sir, over and above all this, the
the document is dry. to put a pistol to the% matter is complicated by another considera-
head of their own colleague. the Premier of | tion. Itappears to me that these zentlenien's
the country—to place him in the utterly hu-'own honour demands now a full  statewent
miliating and degrading position in which @ of the reasons which impelled them to take
Cosatul on not—is. T am Lappy to Say. utterly | tain that tve of these hop. gentlemen. in
S Ol.—iS, 2 @ H say, Y. H 1 3¢ . .‘ .
unparalleled in the history of any Britisbiview of the most extraordina?y statements
c%mnlllunity. B;s'ither, Si;‘, is it a less insult to: which are being cirenlated broadeast from
the House. “e are, for the first time in:one end of this country to the other. ouyzht,
Canadian history, summoned to hold a sixth | before this day closes, or befor: this House
session of Parlinment for a most precise and : rises, to inform us what truth there is or
special purpose ; and the. men who unani- ; what truth there is not in the statement
mously declared, speaking through the that one hon. Minister or ex-Minister has
ng:iuth Ufl the ltllonit gfntleman who hnts j}:l:t : been lcau;,;llljt in the éutt of slafndering}anony-
addressed us, that it was necessary to the: mously ¢ reputation of an honour-
best interests of Canada that this ‘extraor-énble ‘colleaguc. P I of,fer ‘nn Opini«);l on
dinary step should be taken. that this Par-]the subject beyond this, that it is due
liament should be summoned on the 2nd day i to both those gentlemen that if this state-
of January, 189, to consult on a measure to! ment be true the proofs he given, anu that
which they declared themselves pledged,|if it is false, it be contradicted on the spot.
which they informed us it was their duty,;I shall not say much about the modus
their imperative daty to Lring down, now !operandi of these anonymous letters, but
present themselves before us as the very: will merely offer the suggestion that if it
men who have—what shall I say ?—com- ;| should again become necessary. in the dis-
bined together or conspired together to ren-; charge of a patriotic duty, for any gentle-
der its discussion impossible. More than {man in similar position to address an
that, Sir, I say it is a fraud on the country. | anonymous (:01'1'05}»0;:(109(«_5 to His Iixcel-
If these tge\'(;n gen;lemefn long eutertained,;lelicy, fﬂ:le C‘Ommumlcaf’tlont hshoulg. f(;r the
as is perfectly evident from the statement:sake oi decency, and for the Sake or pre-
we have just heard, such sentiments against | venting future scandals, be typewritten,
the leader of the Government as have been!and the typewriter be broken up immedia-
expressed, each and every one of them have i tely, so that there may be no possibility of
openly l;ma lshamefullyf perpetrated a fraud i afterwards detetctmg it. t"»}:’hathsort of
upon the electorate of the country. Sir, jOpinlon are we to suppose these hon. gen-
during the recent bye elections—during the: gemen ftntertaincof eaclh ogher, if theyhhaVe
‘election of my hon. friend who has just;been sitting in Council, devising schemes
taken Lis seat for Montreal Centre (Mr. Mc-: for the welfare of Canada from day to
Shane), during the election in Jacques Car-, day, allld eatertammg tll;e opinion which ap-
tier, during the -election in North Ontario, | parently they must have entertained of
during thegelection in Cardwell—I might al- | each other, if we are to place the smallest
‘most say during the recent election in Vie-, reliance on the statements which have been
toria—have not these men, one an(.l all, been i circulated broadecast through‘ the ne‘}'s- :
declaring that the cabinet were in perfect | paper press. I will say but this one thing
unity, that they were a band of brothers I in conclusion, before these hon. gentlemen

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.
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rise, as I trust they will, to give some sort .

of explanatisn to the House of their extra-
ordinary conduct, and it is

who, whatever his faults and sins may be.

appears, 8o far as we can see, to have :uacted :

straightforwardly under very difficult cir-
cumstances indeed.

Motion agreed to, and House adjourned
at 3.50 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
WwpxESDAY, 8th January, 1896.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o'clock.

PrAYERs.
NEW MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honour to in-
form the House that the Clerk of the House
has received from the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery, a certificate of the election and
return :

Of Napoléon Charbonneau, for the Electoral-

District of Jacques Cartier.

MEMBER INTRODUCED.

Napoléon Charbonneau, Esquire, Member for
the Electoral District of Jacques Cartier, intro-
duced by Mr. Laurier and Mr. Tarte.

FIRST READINGS.

Bill (No. 4) respecting the liability of
Her Majesty and public

works.—(Mr. McLennan.)

Bill (No. 5) to amend * The Dairy Pro-i

ducts Act.”—(Mr. McLennah.)

Bill (No. 6)
way return-fare tickets.—(Mr. Mc¢Lennan.)

Bill (No. 7). respecting the Senate and
House of Commons.—(Mr. Mulock.)

Bill (No. 8) respecting
Mulock.)

interest.—(Mr.

MINISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Mr. Speaker,
before the Orders of the Day are called, I
take it that the House will expect some
information in relation to the announcement
which I made yesterday. I then had the

that for
my part I am prepared to grant—and I hope :
and I believe my friends are prepared to .
grant—the fullest consideration to the pre-:
sent first Minister, Sir Mackenzie Bowell. :

companies for
labour used in the coastruction of publie:

respecting the sale of rail-

honour of asking the House to consent to an
‘adjournment for ten days. It was refused,
and I had to give notice of motion, and
that motion will come up ounly on to-mor-
row. I am not in a position to-day to say
anything more to the House than I said
yesterday, except, that the Prime Minister
¢is now with His Excellency the Governor
General. and of course, 1 can make no fur-
ther announcement. I would again ask the
House if the motion which I made yester-
day can be agreed to, aud if not, it will of
. course come up in the regular order to-mor-
row. I move, Mr. Speaker, that the House
do now adjourn.

- Mr. LAURIER. Mr. Speaker. I am sure
:that my hon. friend (Sir Adolphe Caron)
-remembers that yesterday he stated that at
"the next sitting of the House (that is the
“way he put it) he expcected to be in a pesi-
i tion to declare to the House the course
which the Government intended to take
under existing eircumstances.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. My expecta-
tions have been disappointed.

Mr. LAURIER. Yes, and in more ways
cthan one, perhaps. Under such circum-
‘stances the hon. gentleman will not find
it extraordinary. if again I cannot agree to
an adjournment for ten days. The hon.
gentleman will see that it is most reason-
able that we should not separate, at all
events for such a lenzth of time, until we
have been informed of the intentions of
the Government in reference to the present
state of affairs. The bhon. gentleman tells
us to-day that the Prime Minister is in con-
sultation withhi His Excelleney. That being
“the case we certainly cannot press for
more information, but we will expeet it to-
CRIOTTroWwW,

Mr. MILLS (BothwelD. Mr. Speaker. I
~think, Sir, that Dbefore the motion
is carried it is important that the

House should give some consideration
to the very extraordinary position in
which it finds itself on the present occasion.
The position, Sir, is certainly a very novel
cone. I think the hon. gentlemen who
i occupy the Treasury benches, whether they
are in the Government, or outside of the
: Government, will find very great difficulty
in placing before the House a precedent for
: the present position of affairs. Sir, we
“have been called together. as we suppnsed,
' for the transaction of the public business ;
' but, after having been convened. we find
that this is g mistake ; we have been call-
Eed here simply to be spectators of a min-
i isterial crisis. and to see how certain hon.
| gentlemen who have been members of  the
; Governmeni. can succeed in getting rid of
| their present Prime Minister and substitut-
i ing another party leader in his place. There
i was submitted to the House yvesterday by the
i late Minister of Finance, then leader of this
House, a declaration setting forth certain
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very important facts. The one piece of in-
formation which he gave us was that there
is no difference between the members
of the Government on questions of public
policy, whether relating to ordinary ques-
tions or to matters of constitutional pro-|
cedure, but that the division of the Cabinet ;
has taken place wholly on the question of
the intellectual capacity of the Prime Min-
ister. The hon. gentleman has told us that
that is the sole question of difference be-:
tween those who have withdrawn from the
Government and those who cortinue memn- |
bers of the Administration. After having |
given the Prime AMlinister a trial for a.
period of over twelve months. one-half of
his colleagues have confidence in his capac-|
ity and fitness for the position he occupies.
and the other bhalf are of the contrary
opinion. Sir, the time chosen by the hon.!
gentlemen who have withdrawn from the
Government for making this declaration .
and for impeding the public business is, in:
my opinion, an extraordinary one. Before!
the House met, these hon. gentlemen de-!
liberated upon the policy that was to be?
pursued by the Government this session.

They determined what measures of pubhc'
importance were to be submitted to this!
House, and advised His Excellency upon:
that subject; and they put in His Excel- |
lency's muuth the Speech from the Throne !
which has been delivered to Parliament. |

Now, Sir, after that Speech has been given, i
and before this House has. had any oppor-!
tunity of making a reply to it seven |
"of the hon. Prime Minister's collea"ue*i
have withdrawn from the Government

and have created a political erisis which, |
if it could be justified at all. ought to haVo‘
‘arisen. looking at the causes assigned, be—
fore Parliament met, instead of after the
meeting of Parliament. These hon. gentle-| g
men, it mayv be. have considered their|
-party interests : 1 am not a judge of that;
matter ; but tbev have certainly not con-:
sxdel‘ed the public intorests in bringing us|
here, after making known to His Excel-|
lency what measures the Government con- '
sidered of public importance, and then im-
peding the public business and making it
impossible to bproceed with it in conse-
quence of their party differences, which
they have seen fit to discuss publicly on
"the floor of Parliament instead of confin-
ing them to the party caucus. They have
charged incapacity against their leader—a

leader whom they accepted a leader who
was not forced upon them, a leader whom
- they were not obliged to accept, because it
was open to them at the very outset to in-
form His Excellency that they had not con-
fidence in his capacity or abmtv and did
not consider him qualified for the position.
But they did not do that. They chose to
act under him—to undertake to carry on
the affairs of the Government under him ;
and it is only now, at the opening of Par-

: duct of business in this House ¥

liament, that they attempt to justify the
"Mr. MILLS (Bothwell)

course they are taking in impeding the

publie business by declaring that they have
i a leader characterized by imbecility and a

want of capaeity for the duties that devolve
upon him. This, Sir, seems to me to be a
very extraordinary position for these hon.
gentlemen to take, and an unusual
defence to offer for the course they hare
taken. Sir, the declaration made yester-
day by the hon. member has rather the
appearance—I do not say it is so in fact—
of a conspiracy than a protest on the part
of those who make it. Let us look at the
facts. This House is the place where the
business of the country is conducted ; it is

" here that ministerial responxibility mainly

rests ; and who is respensible for the con-
Why, Sir,
the hon. gentleman who read this state-
ment on behalf of himself and his eol-
leagues is respornsible as leader of this
House, far beyond the Prime Minister. for
the conduct of the public business; and
if there has been hesitation, if there has
been delay. if there has been an exhibition
of imeapacity. it would rather rest upon
! the hon. gentlemen who represent the Gov-
ernment in this House than upon the i'irst
Minister who sits in the other Chamber.
That, Sir, is the way in. which this mat-
ter strikes me. The hon. gentleman read
in this House yesterday a sentence of
i death against the Prime Minister under
whom he served. The hon. gentleman has
sat, I believe, for a period of eight years
in the Government with the Prime Min-
ister. Now, I have never expressed my
' confidence in the hon. gentleman who leads
the Government. I do not agree with his
views of publiec poliey ; I do not agree with
the course which he and his friends have
taken in this House ; but, Sir, the hon.
gentleman did agree and sat with him for
a period of eight years, and knew what
his capacity was before he was chosen as
Prime Minister, and so did the six hon.
gentlemen who have joined with him in
this protest. Yet they come here and de-
aclare that they cannot get on with the
public business hecause of the incapacity of
their leader, although. as I say, that leader
is in a less degree responsible for the con-
duct of public business than the hon. gen-
tlemen who sit in this IHouse. Sir, we havre
seen hesitation and delay in the counduct
of public business. Who does not remem-
ber the manner in which the hon. gentle-
man who has lately led this House dealt
with the banking system ? Who does not
remember the forbearance shown to him by
his colleagues and by all the members of
this House on that occasion ? Who does
not remember the promise to lop off the
decaying branches in the matter of the
fiscal policy of the Government, and the
Bill which the hon. gentleman introduced,
and the speech whick he made in pur-
suance of that pror 'se? And yet this
hon. member, who has shown to what a
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large def'ree he rested uponr the forbear-
ance of the House and the good-will of the
supporters of the Administration. has seen
proper to attack the Prime ’\hmster for
incapacity in the dlsch'irge of public busi-
ness, and to declare, in effect, that the
failures of the Conservative party in the
country have been due to that incapacity.
Sir, under the constitution of ancient
Abyssinia— ‘ ‘ ‘

Mr. FOSTER. Oh, give us a rest.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Yes, I will in-
“terest the hon. gentleman. Under the
constitution of ancient Abyssinia there was
a council known as the S8acred Council.
which claimed the right, when they were
~ tired of the sovereign, to pass an order
directing him to die. and he was supposed
to obey that order. TUltimately, there was
a sovereign in Abyssinia who refused to
die, and who ordered his guards to execute
the order of the Sac¢red Council upon that
honourable body ; and if the Prime Min-
ister should adopt that policy towards
these hon. gentlemen, perhaps there would
not be a great deal of sympathy for them
or a great deal of regret in consequence.
There might have been a more effective way
than the one which the hon. gentlemen have
adopted. In the East there are more recent
constitutions than that of Abyssinia. There is
at Stamboul a practice, I believe, which the
hon. gentlemen might have imitated here.

There are surely bowstrings and bags in:

‘Ottawa as well as at Stamboul, ‘md the
waters behind Parlinment Hill are as deep
as those in the Bosphorous, so that the hon.
gentlemen wight perhaps have got rid of
their Premier, if they wished to deal un-
fairly with him, without making the matter

so notorious, not merely in this House. but!

in every part of the countiry. What is the
defence that the late Minister of Finanee |

has made of this attempt to take the hfe;«onnt"\.

of the Premier ? We took him, says the!
hon. gentleman, with a good deal of mis-
giving. We took him for better or for worse.
ard we find him worse than we took him
for. That is the position which the hon.
gentleman has taken, that is the defence
he has made for the course which he and
his six colleagues have adopted towards the
Prime Minister. The hon. gentleman says:
- We have not lost confidence in the policy
of the Comnservative party. He says tnat
poliecy is a healthy policy, one that com-
mends itself to the Liberal-Conservative
party., and that, under the leadership of a
competent man, that party could return
from the country triumphant. The hon.
gentleman has great faith. Now, it was
~under the lead of the hon. gentleman him-
‘self, rather than under the lead of the
Premier, that certain bye-elections were

held. A number of coastituencies represent-‘

‘ed by supporters of tHe Government in this
- House had become v#‘ant. There was An-
‘txgonish which was 10t to the Administra-

fied by the results of the elections.

ticn. There is Centre Montreal which is lost
to the Administration. There is the seat
of Jacques Cartier which is lost to the Ad-

ministration. And the hon. gentleman was

afraid for some time to create a vacancy
in Cardwell, although an office was pro-
mised to the former member for Cardwell

.seme time ago. He was afraid that the

hon. member for North Simcoe (Mr. Me-
Carthy) wounld be tempted to tread on the
tails of the Government’s coat, and so Mr.

IWhite was not appointed g0 office and the

seat did not become vacant until Mr. White
forced the hands of the Government by re-
signing. The seat then did become vacant,
and the hon. member for North Simcoe (QIr.
McCarthy) did tread on the tails of the
jovernment coat with a very great deal of
snecess. The hon. gentleman who used to
lead this House (Mr. Foster)—and not
the Premier—went into that coustituency
and the other vacant constituencies and de-
fended the course of the Government, and
dilated on the ability of the Government,
and waxed eloquent on the masterly manner
in which the affairs of this couniry were
Leing administered by the Government ; but
notwithstanding his representations in Card-
well, and in the other constituencies where
seats bheld by the Government became va-
cant, these constituencies were lost to the
Administration. - Therefore, 1 say, it ex-
hibits a great deal of faith on the part of the
late Finance Minister for him to declare
now to this House that the Liberal-Conser-

| vative party is quite sure of success in the

country if it only had a competent man at
its head. Why, the hon. gentleman's state-
ment that the country is in a sound and
healthy and contented coudition is pot justi-
He must
see that these results point in a  wholly
different direction. 1 would like to know
who is responsible for this discontent in the
Has the ilate Minister of Finance
i (Mr. Foster), or the late Minister of Agri-
culture (Mr. Montague), or the late Minister
of Railways (Mr. Haggart), or any of the
other gentlemen who have retired from
the Government., ne responsibility in the
discharge of the duties of governing ? If
tbere has been inefficiency on the part of
the Government, if there is dissatisfaction
in the country, whose inefliciency is it that
has created that dissatisfaction ? Is the
Prime Minister alone responsible for the
feeling which exists in the country ? No.
Sir. There is no one who has wntnbuted
more te create an unfavourable impression
with regard to the conduct of public affairs
than the late Finance Minister himself.
These dead branches that were to be lopped

off are still upon the Government tree. Those
that <were cut off have been grafted on
again, and the country has not had that re-
lief from the reforms Wwhich the hon. gentle-
man had promised. Let me read to the
House a few of the paragraphs contained
in this address which the hon. gentleman
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read to us yesterday, as a justiﬁcﬁtiqn for
the course he and his friends have taken.
He says:

We are of the opinion that the Liberal-Con-
servative party ought to be represented by the
strongest Government possible to be secured
frcm its ranks, that the necessity therefor was
never greater than under existing circumstances,
and we believe that such a Government can be
formed without delay.

Is that the reason the hon. gentleman re-
tired ? Was it pecause he wanted to have
& competent Governmeni that he and his
collexgues withdrew from the Administra-
tion ? Has he want of confideinice in his
~own colleazues who retired with him. or
want of confidence. at all events. in their
capacity * [ do not think so. The hon.
gentleman himseif, by this address, wishes
the country to understand that if such men
as these. who have retired with him. had
control of public affairs. then the Govern-
ment would be competently conducted. They
are able. they are competent men—so they
say—and all they require is a comnetent
head. But. say these hon. gentlemen. al-
though we are excellent material, the Gov-
ernment was vacant in the upper story.
Now, in another paraseraph. he says :

This we have repeatedly urged upon the Pre-
mier with the result
face to face with Parliament, having a Govern-
ment with its numbers incomplete. and with no

factorily combplete ir.

Well. what is the position of the Govern-
ment 7 There are two seats, I believe,
vacant—oune in the Cabinet and one cutside.
The Solicitor-General's position was not
filled ; neither was that of the late Minister
of &«rnt-ultnre. Well. that was not an ex-
traordinary thing., and certainly not extra-
ordinary in a Government by the Conser-
vative party in this countrr. 1 remember
- many instances when seats in the Adminis-
tmnon were vacant for a geod while : and
so far as I remember, there were still over
thirteen members left in the Cabinet. so
that there was abundance of material, whe-
ther it was material of the right sort or not.
Let me point out this irrelevant reason
assigned for resiznation. That reason was

juxt as good two months ago as it is to-day.:

It was just as good before Parliament was

- called as after the proclamation. Why did.

the hon. gentleman wait wntil Parliament
was called before he discovered that the
Administration was incomplete. W hy did
he assist in framing the Speech from the
Throne and m‘u’kmw out a policy for the
Administration ? Why did he come down
~te this House and invite the attention of
the House to the contents of the Speech
- from the Throne if he were not prepared to
.go on—ifl he thought that because there was
no Solicitor-General and because one office in
the Cabinet was vacant, that was a reason
" for his not contmmng in the Govemment ?.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell.)

that we found ourseives :
~he thinks
i - N0 . ywas the Colloctm\lup of Customs of Mont-
assurance that the present Premier could satxs-;re‘u kept vacant? The hon.

isays @ There is no Solicitor General,

Sir, let me call the hon. gentleman’s at-
tention to anmother matter of importance.
Seats have been kept vacant in this House
for some months. Writs, I believe, were
issued. in some cases. some time ago, but
the Government failed to appoint the re-
turning officers, they failed to give the
necessary instructions. They put impedi-
ments in the way of the election instead of
discharging their duty. Thus the hon. zen-
tlemen must have thought it was more im-
portant that ah unnecessary offiee in the
Administration should be tilled than the
people of a larze constitueney should be re-
presented in this House. Then. look at the
Senate. The hon. gentlemen know that
there have been for a long period of time
many seats vacant in t}mt House. That is
contrary to the spirit of the conpstitution. 1
suppose, from what the hon. rentleman has
said. that bhe is in aecord with the course
taken with the authority of the Prime Min-
ister in this regard. Tfow ix it that the hon.
gentlemen assizn as a reason a temporary
vacancy in the Government. while these
vacancies in the Senate and the House of
Commons extending over a long period of
time were not considered worthy of notice ?
Then. Sir, there are vacancies outside. The
bon. gentlemian will not preten:! that oflices
have been created in this country produe-
ing charges upon the public revenue which
altogether unnecessary. Why

sentleman
amd 1
must retire from the Govermment. And
Yet, while there has been no Collector in
Montreal for three years. the hon. gentle-
man did not think it worth whil- to retire
on that account. Further. the hon. gentle-
man and his colleagues have withidrawn
from the Government and the reasons for
that withdrawal are all set out in the ad-
dress which the hon. gentleman read to us
yesterday. It was open to the hon. gen-
tleman, if be was dissatisfied with the Prime
Minister, to have informed him that they
desired an interview with His E\({-llemy
and that they desired to inform His Ex-
cellency that ther did not consider Sir
Mackenzie Bowell qualified for the post of
Prime Minister. This course was followed
in the case of Lord Granville in the Pelham
Administration, who was following a course
in respect of foreign affairs with which
his colleagues did not agree. Five of those
colleagues waited upon the King and in-
formed His Majesty that they entirely dis-
approved of the foreign policy of Lord
Granville and asked his removal from office
on that account; and., although that policy
was one of thch the King approved, and
although Lord Granville was a personal
friend of His Majesty, nevertheless His
AMajesty complied with the request of a
majority of his advisers. And so. in this
case, it was open to the hon. gentiemen who
were dissatisfied with the Government here
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to have assigned that as a reason for their | whole of that body is filled up with :nen
withdrawal from the Government. that is if :

Sir Mackenzie Bowell had been sustained.

‘Now, let me read apother paragraph from:
‘ - that none of those

his address :

Under these circumstances we thought it our
duty to retire, and in this mann2r to pave the

ment whose Premier
fidence of all his colleagues,

Liberal-Conservative party that its

' party.

who have dene service for the Conservative
These hon, gentlemen who have re-
tired from the Government in effect declare
whom ‘they have ad-

‘vised His Excelleney to appoint to seats in

elements were at its head and impress the coun-:

try that it had a Government which was united
and had power to govern.

cservative party.

way, if possible, for the formation of a Govern-: ¢l competent to lead their party.

could command the con- look over this House and they say to the
could satisfy the:

‘strongest ;

the other Chamber are men of ability. are
They

hundred and odd members who support
the Administration that there is not one
amongst them competent to lead the Con-
And so they appeal to Sir

:Charles Tupper on the other side of the

- Atlantie

Now, Sir, the one astonishing thing in
this statement is that there is here an'

assumption that the hon.

ventlemen on the !

other side of this House had the right to
chovse a. Prime Minister for His Excellency. !
‘bad taste to ask him here under the circum-

I deny that altogether. li is the prerogative
of the Crown to cheose whom it pleases
Prime Minister. The House may or
not, the country may or may not.
the party so chosen. The hon. gentlemen

o
nay :

b

support |

assume that in this mazter the Conserviative : x
"those wheo have retired from the Govern-

party must have a cauwecus, that its repre-
sentatives’ must determine who their leasder

shail be, and that they must inforin His kx-°

celleney that the leader so chosen must be
the Prime Minister. I deny any such preten-
sion altogether. There are numerous preee-
dents which would show that no such right
can be maintained. The hcm.gemlem:nm SO We
understand. has undertaken 1o invite across
the Atlantie the High Comsuissicner to lead
the Conservative party. The Conservarive
.party. are, no doubt. in desperate straits.
But that is not due to the incapacity of the
Prime Minister ; it is due to the reckless
and e‘:tr‘lvwam course which the Adminis:
‘tration have taken for a period of years
past. These hon. gentlemen have excitel
high expectations in the public mind which
have not been realized. and the public are
disappointed. The elections which have
taken place show that the public have no
confidence in the hon. gentlemen. These
wventlemen have attempted to repair thelr
fortunes. In their desperate extremity they
have invited Sir Charles Tupper from his
office of High Commissioner to this coun-
try, and wken he arrives here, they under-
take to create a crisis, and they d. create
it just at the most inconvenient 1ime for the
country. when Parliament is called for the
discharge of its public duty. Now, tlic hon.
‘gentlemen, I think, will find that Sir Charl2s
Tupper cannot improve very much the
position of the Comservative party. The
public have net as mueh confidence in Sir

Charles Tupper as have the hon. gentlemen

who sit on the Treasury benches—I shoull
say who sat on the Treasury benches—be-
cause the hon. gentlemen who are retiring
from the Govemment, are thex who are the

friends and defenders of the High Commis- |

sioner. In this House and on that side of it
there are a Iarge number of members, and if
we look to the Senate we find that nearly the

te come over and
Now, Sir, I

and ask him
help them in their extremity.
am not going to judge of the gentleman
as leader of the Comnservative party, but I
say that it is. to say the least, in extremely

&tances and to create a crisis by attempt-
ing to force him into the Administration.
The hon. gentleman whe has submitted to
this House the address which was read
yvesterday as a defence for the course of

inent., will find that the country will regard
it. not so much an evidence of the incapa-
city of the man who led them. as an evi-
dence of the desperate straits in which the
leaders of the Conservative party are placed -
in this House, and the want of confidence

in leaders of that party in the countiry.

Mr. WALLACE. Before that motion fis
declared carried I wish to make this state-
ivent. Yesterday, two hon. members of this
House informed me that they had learned
from the hon. member for Haldimand {}Mr.
Montague) that I was responsible for the
anonymous letter alleged to have been writ-
ten by the hon. gentleman himself. Mr.
Speaker, I have to deny absolutely the tru:h
of the charge of the hon. member for Haldi-
mand. and to say that I did not write said
aponymous letter or letters., or iuxpire the
writing of those letters, and I did not know
that any such letter or letters were in ex-
istence for many months after they ere
received. ‘

Mr. MONTAGUE. I think, Sir. though
this is a2 matter upon which my lips, as a
recent member of the Privy Council, ought
to be sealed in this House at {he present
wmement, I cannot sllow the statement made
by the hon. member for West York (Mr
Wallace) to pass without saying a few words
te this House. In doing so 1 trust that ¥
shall not break any rule of courtesy or
decency which should be observed as be- -
tween a member of the Privy Ceuncil of

Canada and other members of that Privy
Council, and the representative of the sov-
ereign in this country. First, let me say
that three days ago, 1 thmk. an insinuation
was made to me that I was guilty. or that
I was charged by an hon. gentleman who
belonged to the Privy Council, with having
written certain anonymous letters in rela-



23 [COMMONS] 21

tion to himself, either to the Premier of :ter into the discussion of that sub-
Canada. or tc the Governor Generai of Can-: jeet, it is impeossible to make any state-
ada. 1 need not say, Sir. that. being abso-! ment. I am, however, prepared to sayx this,
lately innocent of the charge. I demanded. | that as soon as the matter came to my
at the very moment the insinuation was | cognizance in the press. I stated then. as I
made, that that statement should be sent! now state to you. Mr. Speaker. and to the
to His Excellency. to whom. &s a member: Heouse. that, directly or indirectly., I had

of his Privy Council. 1 was respoasible.
for honourable, manly and above-board con-:
duct. Those charges made by a member of
the Privy Council had been concealed. 1
understand. in a drawer for two or three
months, and then. at an important juncture.
they were thrown at me wlthout 2 moment's !
notice. and I acted as I have stated to you:
this afternoon. That matter. as it concerns
my honour as a Privy Counciilor of Canada,
is now before His Excelleney, and 1 do not
intend. in acecordance with the rules of .
decency and of courtesy to him, to Jdiseuss'
the subjeet this afternoon—more than to’
say this. that no baser lie was ever told of .
a public map in Canada. and it was part of
a foul and dirty conspiracy to ruin an hen.:
member of this House. and a member of !
‘the Government of Capada. I am bound:
to say. however, that since the hon. gentle-.
man has stated this afternoceon that hn Qig’
not write those letters. I am prepared to:
accept that statement. 1 never said that
the m2mber for West York wrote the letters.
What I did say was that the Postmaster
General consulted the member for West
York, that the member for West York
‘hawked those letters around the ecity of
Toronto, to Mr. Beattie Nesbitt. to Mr. Rich-|
ard Armstrong. and to men who had nothing
to do with members of Parlinmment. or with
members of the Governmnent of Cianada—

“Mr. WALLACE. That is absolutely un-
true.

Mr. MONTAGUE—and that he charged
me wirh writing those letrers. Sir. 1 have
only to say this. that when the whele sub-
ject Is investigated, as it will be investi-
gated in a court of law. then the hon. mem-
" ber for West York will have an opportunity
of proving his inncocence of the c¢harge
which I then made. T am here to say to
this House that the charges made against
me, humiliating and anuneying as they are.:
Care as false as it is possible o make them ;!
and I am bkere to say also. thao with regard .
to any member of this Government, or with:
regard 1o any member of this House, since!

=

I have had the honour of & seat here, 1

have pever yet committed an act that could !

not bear the light of day. or that would not
do me honour. - :

- Sir ADOLPHE CARON. The reason given
by the hon. member for Haldimand (Mr.
Montague) for not entering into a discussion
of this subject at the present moment, seems !
to me absolutely conclusive. If, as is quite
true, the matter is in the hands of His Ex-
celleney, it seems to me it would be unbe-
coming to enter into a discussion of
the subject. and unless ome can en-

Mr. MONTAGUE. -

nothing whatever to de with authorizing
the publication of a matter which 1 con-
sidered personal between the hon. gentie-
man and mvself. Not only had I nothing
te do with this publication. but when I saw
the statemrent in the paper. I found that it
was made by one who knew nothing about
the case. or very little about the details. 1
found inaccuracies in that publication
which, knowing the matter as 1 did. proved
to me that it was based upon reports, and
was not made with full possession of the
facts. Now. Sir. I am prepared to say that
in so far as the denial from the hon. gentle-
man goes, it is my duty. and I say so here
bhefore the House, to aceept that denial. As
to the statement that reports have been
circulated. for one object or another. that
those letters were hawked about Toronto,
I ean tell the hon. gentleman that those
letters have always been in my possession,
and have not left my possession uniess 1
kpew where they were going when 1 sent
them, under my own positive instructioin,
by reliable persoms. to reliable people who
were investigating tbhem. That is the only
statement which I consider it proper to
make at present. ‘

AMr. SCRIVER. It is not my intention

to take any general part in the discussion

which has sprung up regarding the situa-
tion as it affects the Cabinet. 'That discus-
sion. perhaps. from the peint of view taken

by this side of the House was carried on

Ly the leader of the Opposition and the
hon. knight who sits before me to a suth-
cient length te enable all members of
the Fouse to understand the true posi-
tion. 1 will simply say that since I became
a member of this House., a quarter of a
eentury age, my experience has never in-
cluded amnything appreoaching the present
condition of things. 1 would not have said
one word on the situation were it not for
the fact that an old personal friend of
mine, not a pelitical friend. has been assail-
ed in the house of his friends in a manner
which constrains me to say a few words in
his defenee. I cannot but feel as an in-

‘dependent member of this House that the
: Premier of this country has been assailed

in a manner which very few would have
expected to witness. If he has not been
stabbed in the back, he has been, in the
words of a late Governor General of this
country, struck below the belt. at least.
It was my good fortune when I first be-
came a member of this House, twenty-five

‘yvears ago, or thereabouts. to find as one of

its members the present Premier. Although
we were not at one in regard to all of cur
political views, we saw alike in respect to
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many of them.
many personal kKindnesses. I was indebted
to him for obtaining a seat near himself.
which relieved me from occupyring a seat
that. in the then construetion

mental to my health. I did neot forget his
kindness because eof that faet, and because
it afforded me the opportunity eof eunltivat-
ing a friendship and personal
which have centinued to exist till this day.
I was then led to form a hirh opinion. an
opinion which I entertain still. of the foree

I received at his hands.
“with him,

of the;
Chamber would have proved very detri-*

relations

of character, of the clear-headedness, of the-

sound ecommon sense possessed by
Premier. And the revelations which have
been made te us this afternoon, and which
were made toe us yesterday., have c¢on-
strained me to believe that he has display-
od signal evidence of ability iu one
at least, in that he bhas succeeded, as head
~of the Adwministration. in preventing cer-
tain mewmbers of it from Hying
other's throats. What may be the ountcome
of the present embrogiio. it Is impossible
for me to sax. I do not Enow whether or
not the Premier will be enabled to re-
organize his Administration. and it may be,
within & few days, in the power of those

the

In the course of his remarks yestenday he
referred to those Ministers who have aeted
as his colleagues ! he spoke of
the other six of the seven bolters as ecol
leagues who huad aeted with bim. So we
ook upon that hen. gentleman as the head
of the provisional cabinet of wreckers @ and
1 ean easily believe he was the head of the
movement, the hkistory of which he briefly
outlined yesterday. for everythinz in the
whole proceedings indicates that he was
the master-spirit in the movement. 1 should
be sorry to think that several of those hon.
gentlemen whom he designates ax his ¢ol-
leazues, and who acted with him., would
of their own meotion, bave taken the course

~which he states thexy have pursued in this

s affain

respect

atr each

who have been instrumental in procuring.
his overthrow to exclaim with some men.

in the past: “ Le roi est mort., vive le roi™
They may. perbaps, become Alinisters in &
new Administration.

¢ then.,
SAlackenzie
But if that be the

case, of this I am convinced. that if the,
hon, gentleman becomes again simply o

private member of this House, T trust thaz.

years of usefulness will be sparved o him.

In those years of usefulness as a public:
man I have no doubt he will continue to.
display those qualities of head and hem't;

which, during twenity-five years. or mere
have distinguished him as a public ny m
whether as a private member of this!
House, as the head of
partment of the Government,
AMinister of the Crown.

Mr. CASEY.

or as First;

Like the hon. gentleman |

an Iraportant de- |

> as men of honour.
. oaths

1

who has just taken his seat, I do net in-;

tend te discuss
which is now before the Heouse.
himself, and like many others who have;

a sense ef fair-play, feel inclined to expre‘:\%

my opinion of the immediate events which
Dave been the cause of the downfall of
the hon. gentleman to whose Govern-
ment we on this side of the House have
been lorg honourably oppesed. It would
seem that the hon. member for King’s, N.B.
“nance Minister, told the House yesterday
in an incidental moment of frankness—my
hon. friend beside me suggests in 2 mo-
ment of weakness, apnd it may prove
a source: of weakness
events, in a moment of intentional or unin-
tentions1 frankness, the homn. gentleman
appears to lnve told us the t:mth.

at any length the issue|
I, hike;

H

to him—at all;

The tortuous eourse of policy they
followed is more proper for the hon. menm-
ber for King's to pursue than it is for any
of the others inr that wreeking cabinet. so
far as their natunral dispositions are knewn
to this House.  That hon. gentleman has
been the moving spirvit in the revoli, the
leader of the mutiny. ‘ : :
Not to go intoe the matter
I may say that that hon
confossed thar  he and  those who
acted with him had entered the Govern-
ment feoling no respect for, or coutidence
in. the leader whom they had asked to lead
Remember, Mr. Speaker. that Siv
Bowell did mpot have te go
around amd solicit the support of the hon.
nember for RKing's (Mr. Feoster) or that of
the other bolters. Sir Mackenzie was
chosen by all of them as the one man who
could lead the Ca binet under the cirewn-
stances of the day. Those hon. gentlemen
declared they wunld Csupport him @ they
aceepted effice under him. and were pladged
not less than by their
as Privy Conncillovs, to give him
their most loyal and hearty supporvt during
the time they hokd office under him., ‘
Now, what. in brief. is the statement which
was made to the mese Yesterday by the
' hon. member for King's ?. That hoo. ‘eu*}.& ‘
man said that they mok office at that time
not then behe\'m:“ what they pretended to
believe, that Sir Mackenzie Bowell was the
right man feor the pl we,  and not - hav-

at length,
sentleman

ing that coniidence in him which they
were bound, as mren of honour. to have
 before they took oflice under him.

- And further. that during the whole time they

remained in eoffice under him, they retain-

 ed that lack of confidence in him. aud while
- the member for King's

QIr. Foster), who has been. till lately. Fi- | Finance Minister, was thundering from the

(Mr. Foster), then

platform at Smith's Falls and elsawsre

'about the unanimity of the Government. ho

and six others of that Cabinet were plotting
for the downfall of the Premier.

That is what the hon. gentleman
(Mr. TFoster) confessed to us. Not
only did he confess it, but he al-

most beasted of it to us across the floor
of the House. These men sitting at the
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Premier's right hand and at his left, nro-
fessing friendship for him in private. pro-
fessing confidence in him before the public.
were conspiring to raise a mutiny against
him whenever it should seem to them ‘that
the time had arrived when they could most
surely Kkill him politically. It would seem
that the hon. member for King's (Mr
Foster) is Dblest with instinets so peculiar
and so abnormal, that they did not inform
him beforehand of the effect that such a
statement as he made would have upon the
public feeling of the country.
avowed his political treachery, he did not
seem to know that it would bring upon him
the contempt of people of both parties
throughout the country. and that it would
rally a strong feeling of sympiathy to the
support of the mau whom he wished to
politically assassinate.

On his own statement this was a
conspiracy and a mutiny against the
leader of the Government. and far-

ther proof of it is to be found in the time
chosen for bringing it to a head. If the
object of the consultation, or rather 1
should say, if the understanding, between
these seven who are properly dubbed by
the press as “wreckers” had bheen to re-
construct the Government with the purpose
of securing a strong Ministry for the Cou-
servative party in Canada. they would have
worked out the question. as my friend from
Bothwell (Mr. Mills) says, in a party caucus
long before the House met. But they kept
mum. They bided their time ; they waited
until the policy of the Government had been
announced ; they waited until an adjourn-
ment had been obtained. ostensibly because
the House was calied too soon after the holi-
days : they waited for what might be call-
ed the psychological moment to drive the
blow home, to assassinate the man whom
they were bound. in party fidelity and com-
mon decency, to defend against surprise and
against all midnight attacks. It is there-
forc clear that their object was not to
strengthen the Government but to drive out
of power one man who stood in the way of
their ambition.

I repeat that he
King’s {(Mr. Foster)
he thought he wonld gain anything hy
that aunouncement. I must say, as a
Liberal and as an opponent of Sir Mace-
kenzie Bowell for twenty-tliree vears cor
more, that I myself felt stirred by a
sympathy which I cannot refrain from ex-
pressing upon the floor of this House, a
sympathy for that gentleman under the
circumstances in whieh he is placed. He
had been sitting for thirteen months or so
with colleagues who were plotting against
him. It is no wonder that he did not make
a success of his Government, as we all
know he did not. What Prime Minister
could succeed with half of his Government
plotting against him ? It is no wonder that
he could not fill up the vacancies in his

Mr. CASEY.

for
if

hon. member
was mistaken.

When he

Cabinet, for who would choose to sit with

; such colleagues as these gentlemen have
confessed themselves to bLe ?

I think, Sir. I am speaking the
sentiment of all Liberals,. I know 1
am speaking my own, when I say

that we have no sympathy with this kind
of domestic treachery. We are anxicus to
beat Sir Mackenzie Bowell and his Cabinet

'and to beat them as completely aus pessible,

but we desire to beat them opénly in a fair
field and without any personal disgrace to
the man who is beaten. We do not sympa-
thize with mutiny. I should be glad to see
the captain subdue this mutiny. 1 should be
glad to see him bring his ship into the fight
in the open sea of the general elections, and
there sustain as severe a defeat as pos-
sible at the hands of the leader of my own
party.

Sir. there is another question that
I think must be spoken of hefore we leave
this subject. I refer to the intervention of
a salaried officer of this Government in the
Cabinet making transactions wkhich have
been, or are now going ou. By whoin was
Sir Charles Tupper sent for ? At whose
suggestion was he sent for to come to
Canada at this crisis ? We are told that as
a matter of form he was sent for by the
Premier to discuss. as he says. the Fast
Atlantic Service. the I'acific Cable, ani
perhaps the Chignecto Ship Cianal. We do
not know how muech the Chigneeto Ship
affair had to do with it, but we do know
that Sir Charles Tupper was to return to
England at a fixed date. He did not go on
that date. He is still here, and he is known
to be in consultation with the membeirs of
one or other of the two existing Cabinets
on the other side of the House. He is in
fact intriguing with one side or the other,
perhaps with both.

What has bhecome of the self-respect
of the leaders of the Conservative
party. or of those +who are eclaim-

ing to be the new leaders of it, when they
take into consultation a publiec servant in
the intrizues which are going on as to who
shall rule the country ? Nay, Sir, it is sug-
gested and proposed, as everybody knows,
that Sir Charles Tupper himself shoald bhe-
come the leader of the new Government.
He has always been the ** deus ex machina ”
of these gentlemen. He has alwags been
the great medicine man to be sent for when-
ever the Government was sick, and now
it appears that he is to be called upon to
lead the mutineers. to lead the * wreckers”
in the formation of a new Ministry.

We cannot say whether or not he

may succeed in attaining that emin-
ence; but we can say that it is a
scandal to public propriety that a

highly salaried servant of the people, sup-
posed to be the non-partisan representative
of Canada in the mother country stould he
here receiving publie pay. while he ‘s spend-
ing his time in assisting to wroek the Gov-
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ernment of this country. I say that while
Sir Charles Tupper poses here as :the chief
of the wrecking gang, it is a scanJdal that
he should be receiving public pay whicn all
the people of Canada irrespective of paity
have to contribute to.

Now, Sir, what would he a petty scandal
if it were not in such a high place. between
two Ministers, is that matter of the anony-
mous letters. which should have received
further explanation than it has bhad.
The faet that the question is now
before His Execellency prevents further
bheing said upon it at the present time.
It is well that we have had to-day, at least.
what we did not have yesterday. a sort of
aronymous explanation of the anonvmous
charge. I hope. Sir. that to-morrow such
an announcement will he made as will en-
able us to have a fuller discussion of all
the issues of the case.

Mr. LLAURIER. Before this motion is
put, perhaps the hon. gentleman who leads
the Government will permit me to ask him
for some information as to the character of
public business.

ment is fast depleting this House by distri-
buting amongst its members senatorships,
collectorships, and other offices. T under-
stand that since yesterday no less than four
or five members of this House, perhaps
more, have been appointed to divers offices.
I would like to have some explanation as to
that.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I cannot give the
hon. gentlemar the information he requires
just now, hut I think that by to-morrow I
can give it to him.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Obh. oh.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Well. to hon.
gentlemen opposite it may seem very funny.
but it is very serious.’' Supposing those ap-
pointments have been made, the papers may
not have returned yet from His Excellency.
and I think I am right in saying that I will
take the first opportunity that T can properly
do so, to give my hon. friend the informa-
tion he asks.

Mr. LAURIER. Then I understand that
my hon. friend suggests that His Excellency
may think it advisable not to earry out the
wishes of his Council.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.

Mr. LAURIER. That is quite proper. and
I think a very good point for His Excellency
to consider in his wisdom. Perhaps my
hon. friend is right, because I understand
there are a hundred or more offices to be
distributed, and he cannot remember them
all—he may have to refresh his memory on
that point.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I wish to cor-
rect my hon. friend on one point. Supposing
the Orders in Council making those appoint-

I understand that at the:
present moment what is left of the Govern-:

ments to have passed, they must go to the
i Governor General to be signed ; and would
it be proper for me to give any information
until I know whether they have returned
from Government House, and whether they
have been signed or not signed ? Now, with
regard to the hundred appointments. I
‘have no manner of dcubt that my hon.
i friend is just speaking from ‘rumours—-

Mr. LAURIER. Nothing else.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Well, it is very
unsafe to put a question upon rumours.

Mr. LAURIER. It is not safe to depend
on rumours, and that is why I want a posi-
tive answer,

Mr. EDGAR. There is another rumour
:which the hon. leader of the House will
ranswer or not as he thinks proper. The
‘latest rumour is that the Prime Minister
i has ordered the High Commissioner to go
!back to London and attend to his own busi-
| ness.

i Motion agreed to, and House adjourned
cat 4.20 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Tuurspay, 9th January, 1896.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
s o'clock.

PRAYERS.

TRADRE CONSPIRACIES AND COMBI-
NATIONS.

Mr. SPROULE moved for leave to intro-
iduce Bill (No. 12) to amend the law re-
lating to conspiracies and combinations
formed in restraint of trade.

Mr. LANDERKIN. Could not the hon. gen-
tleman enlarge the bounds of this Bill so
as to include Cabinets as well ?

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first
time.

FIRST READINGS.

Bill (No. 9) better to secure the Indepen-
dence of Parliament.—(Mr. Mulock.)

Bill (No. 10) further to amend the Act re-
specting the Adulteration of Food, Drugs and
Agricultural Fertilizers.—(Mr. Sproule.)

Bill (No. 11) respecting Detective Corpora-
tions and Mercantile Agencies.—(Mr.
Sproule.)
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Bill (No. 13) to determine the length of the
working day for workingmen and labourers
employed on public works.—(Mr. Lépine.)

REPORTS.

Report, returns and statistics of the In-
land Revenues of the Dominion of Canada,
for the fiscal year ended .30th June, 1895 ;
Part I. Excise, ete.—(Mr. Costigan.)

Part 1I. Inspection of Weights and Mea-
sures and Gas. for the fiscal year ended
30th June. 1895.—(Mr. Costigan.)

Part TII. Adulteration of Food, for the
fiscal year ended 30th June, 1895.—(Mr.
Costigan.)

MINISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Mr. Speaker, be-
fore 1 move the motion which appears in
my name, I desire to make an announce-
ment to the House. After several inter-
views between the Premier and the Gover-
nor General, the former waited upon His
Excellency vesterday for the purpose of
tendering his resignation. His Excellency,
however, intimated that he was not at that
moment prepared to receive it. The chief
reason for this attitude on the part of His
Excellency is that the Speech from the
Throne, although presented to Parliament,
has not yet been considered. nor an expres-
sion of opinion given by Parliament upon it.
It is regarded by His Excellency as unfit-
ting that the Premier, as hcad of the Ad-
ministration responsible for that Speech,
should not have a full opportunity of re-
viewing the situation and testing the feel-
icgs of Parliament thereon. Under these cir-
cumstances the Premier deems it his duty
to endeavour, as far as in him lies, to re-
organize the Government. I therefore
move :

That when the House adjourns this day, it do
stand adjourned until Tuesday, the 14th instant.
Hon. gentlemen will see that the period that
the Premier desired me to ask an adjourn-
ment for is made shorter than in the original
motion, which made it to the 21st.

Mr. LAURIER. The announcement which

has just been made by the hon. gentleman
whe, at this n:oment leads the House (Sir
Adolphe Caron) puts a new face upon the
crisis, and will to some extent—to a large
extert—modify the views which otherwise
I would have felt it my duty to express
upon this occasion. I may say, however,
to my hon. friend at once that I do not
think it would be parliamentary or consist-
ent with usages and rules of parliamentary
government, to grant an adjournment later
than to-morrow. It Is a well-known, a well-:

settled law of Parliament, which has come |

down to us by a series of precedents ex-
tending as far back as the last century—
that whenever a ministerial crisis arises

while Parliament is sitting, it is the first
Mr. LANDERKIN.

duty of Parliament to extend to the Ad-
ministration not only all possible courtesy,
but every facility for accomplishing the
task they have in hand of reconstituting
the Governnment. BRut, at the same time,
it is also the undoubted right of Parliament
to be here from day to day, in order to be
informed, from day to day, exactly of what
progress is made. Now, while the state-
ment made by the hon. gentleman has put
a new face upon the crisis and modified. to
a large extent, the position I had intended
to take, I must, at the same timme, express
my regret that the promises which were
made, not later than last night, by the
First Minister in another House, are not
being implemented. I understood from the
statement of the First Minister last even-
ing that he would be in a position to-day
to say what progress he had made in fill-
ing up the vacant portfolios. Instead. how-
ever, we are asked again to wait until Tues-
day. T eall, again, the attention of my hon.
friend to the fact that an adjournment of
more than a day is altogether contrary to
the spirit of our constitution. Let me eall
the attention of the House to the authori-
ties on the subject. I quote fromr the book
of Dr. Bourinot, page 795 :

If Parliament should be sitting on the occa-
sion of a ministerial crisis, it is usual to adjourn
from day to day, and gquestions to be asked with
respect to the progress made with the formation
of a ministry. The motion to adjourn may be
made, when necessary, by one of the ex-Ministers,
at the request of the person who has been en-
trusted with the duty of forming a ministry.
In case of a reconstruction, it is customary for
members of the former Cabinet to make such
explanations as have heen given them by the new
Premier, since they hold their old offices until
arrangements are finally made.

Therefore, nothing can be clearer than that
the right and the duty of Parlinment to-
day is to exact from the Government that
the adjournment should be only for one
day. and on the morrow to be informed of
what progress, if any. has been made, and
if the task of reconstruction be not then
completed, then agajin to adjourn until the
following dayv, and so on, until the Govern-
ment is in a position to tell us that the
crisis is at an end or is not curable. Aud
I must express my astonishment that my
hon. friend should depart from what un-
doubtedly is the law and the constitution.
Hon. gentlemen opposite, not only those
who are in, but those who are out—not
only the orthodox, but the dissenters ; not
only the steady. but the kickers—have al-
ways been most profuse in their declara-
tions that, under all and every circum-
stance, they would stand by the constitu-
tion. Well, Mr. Speaker, this is an occa-
sion for the hon. gentleman to show that
he abides by the constitution. Why should
we have this delay of four additional
days ? It is evident that the delay is but
for the purpose of allowing thc plotting
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and the conspiring of which we have been
the witnesses—

Some hon. MEMBERS. No, no.

Mr. LAURIER-the plotting and con-
spiring which has been going on among
bon. gentlemen opposite, to continue. TFor

|

of provinces, but therc has been no general
caucus; and I must say to my hon.
friend who leads the House (Sir Adolphe
Caron) that for my part I cannot agree to
an adjournment of more than one day. It
is true the Government has not made much
progress in the formation of the Cabinet,

my part, I stand by the constitution. as I; but if what is left of the Government to-

have always done.

I have no objection to i day had displayed in the work of recon-

give all the delay that these hon. gentle- ! struction the energy they had displayed in

men want—even a delay of fifteen days. or
more—provided we adjourn from day to
day. Thouzh my hon. friend. the

OX- | task.

depleting this House of its members, per-
haps they would be more advanced in their
The greater part of their energy

Minister of Finance (Mr. Foster), said some | has been consumed in making voids in the

days ago that the crisis was only skin- ! representation of this Ilouse.

deep. it is far deeper, I am afraid, than his
words would convey. The bhon. gentleman
told us a few darys ago that the cause of
the ecrisis was simply this, that they, the
stalwarts, the giants of the Administration,
would no longer serve under a man who,
in their estimation, while not altogether a
pigmy, is stil not their equal in stature
and majestic proportions.

Mr. FOSTER. 1 suppose this is a para-
phrase of the hon. gentleman ?

Mr. LAURIER. I have no objection to
take the words of the hon. gentleman.

Mr. FOSTER. I do not recogunize the
words ; it is a paraphrase.

Mr. LAURIER. In language, the expres-
sion was more modest, but the thought was
just the same. Will the hon. gentleman
permit me to say that I am bound to take
nis stateisent ? That is the law and the
constitution. But the law and the constitu-
tion do nof prevent me—nor even parlia-
mentary courtesy—while accepting the
statemient, from accepting it, not with a
grain. but with a very large measure of
salt, indeed. Thix is not the first timne we
have heard an expression of opinion from
the hon. gentleman (Mr. Foster) as to lis
leader, and the expressions he used on the
public platform on other oceasions do not
bear out the opinion he has given on the
floor of this House. This is not the cause
of the crisis ; the cause is deeper. What
is the cause? It is simply this, that
when Parliament is called upon to imple-
ment the promises which were made hy
the hon. gentleman himself towards the
close of last session—when Parliament is
called to pass the legislation which was
then promised, the Government find that
their party is irretrievably divided upon
this question. That is the cause of the
crisis at present. Was the information not
spread broadcast throughout the country,
when seven of the more important mem-
bers of the Administration sent in their
resignations to the Premier, that an
urgent whip had been sent out to all the
Conservative members to assemble here
and bold a general caucus ? The caucus
was called, but it never sat. They dare
not have it sit, and that is the reason we
have this crisis. There have been caucuses

2
REVISED

i
i

Where is the
hon. member for Tamilton (Mr. McKay)
to-day ? Gone to his rewards—appointed
collector of customs. Where is the hon.
member for Monck (Mr. Boyle) 2 Gone to
his reward, also. Where is the hon. mem-
ber for Soulanges (Mr. Bain? Also gone to
his reward. Where is the hon. member for
Missisqueoi (Mr. Baker) ? Gone to a sphere
above. And the hon. member for North-
umberland (Mr. Adams) ? Also gone to a
higher sphere. It is true that we still
have with us my hon. friend from North
Bruce. Under such circumstances, for my
part, T think that, while it would be quite
proper to grant an adjournment until to-
morrow. it would be altogether antagonistic
to the law of Parliament to have the ad-
journment extended to the time now asked
by the Administration.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Mr. Speaker, I
think that on reflection my hon. friend will
regret the expressions he has used in re-
fercnce to the statement which I brought
down. From the remarks which have
fallen from him I take it that the Lon. gen-
tleman doubts the” correctness or veracity
of this statement.

Mr. LAURIER. No. no.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Then what could
the hon. gentleman have meant when he
stated that the cause of this demand wkich
was made, the reason of this delay which
was asked by the Government, was to allow
organized conspiracies to be carried into
effect ? Now, I submit to both sides of the
House that the statements which [ bave
had the honour of laying before Parliament
from the beginning of this erisis have been
absolutely frank and have taken the House
into the confidence of the Government to
the fullest possible extent. The hon. gen-
tleman says that the constitutional practice
is that the adjournment should take place
from day to day and not beyond. Well, Sir,
I must say that, in so far as I have been
able to look up precedents, I think that the
practice is not limited to an adjournment
from day to day; and I take it that in a
contingency like the present one—and I
think it would be very difficult indeed to
find a precedent for this occasion—the duty
of the House is to afford every possible
facility to the head of the Government and

EDITION.
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to help him in re-forming the Government
if it can he re-formed. 1 think that the only
question that is left for the House to con-
sider is whether the delay I have asked
from to-day until three o'clock on Tuesday
is an unreasonable delay. If it is an ua-
reasonable delay it should not be granted.
But I claim that. under the circumstances
the delay which I have asKed is more for
the convenience of the members, while at
the same time it will facilitate the work of
the Premier by not putting him to the neces-
sity of attending his parlinmentary duties,
but will allow him to go to work and asecer-
tain, as well as is possible in that short
time., whether he can reconstruct the Gov-
ernment or not. These. Mr. Speaker, are
really the reasons why the delay is asked.
The hon. gentleman has criticised the con-
duct of the Government in filling the
vacancies which have occurred. I think
that the Government were acting within
their constitutienal rights in tilling va-
cancies and in carrying on the publie busi-
ness. The hon. gentleman Knows that last
session the Premier pledged himself to the
House that these vacancies should be ftilled
at the very beginning of the next—that is
the present—session. For this reason. and
in any case. the strictly counstitutional duty
as well as the undoubted right of the Gov-
ernment was to fill these vacancies.
Government has not ceased to be an ad-
visory and executive body ;
abdicated any of the privileges which it
possessed previous to the erisis which has
taken place.  The hon. gentleman has re-
ferred to the statement made by the
Premier yesterday that he hoped to-day to
be able to give information in refereuce to
the filling of the vacant portfolios. I think
he has lost no time, he has shown how
much in earnest he was in the promise he
made to Parliament ; for. ever since vester-
day he has been in communication with His
Excellency, and the result of these com-
munications has been the statement which
I have laid before you.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I) I had the honour
last night to attend a sitting of the Senate
and to listen to the official statement made
by the leader of the Government there, and
I am somewhat disappointed that the pro-
mise he then made in most equivoeal lan-
guage has not been implemented. I would
Hke to know if the same statement read by
the hon. leader of the House has been read
by the Premier in the Senate.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Yes, exactly the
same,

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.LI) 1 can hardly con-
ceive, after the language the hon. Premier
used last night—language used with great
care and twice repeated—that he weould
positively make a statemient with reference
to filling up of the vacancies in the Gov-
‘ernment. how he could make a statement
such as the hon. gentleman has read to this

Sir ADOLPHE CARON.

The :

it has not |

1

‘ Holise. There is no denying that that state-
;ment as read to this House alters the
course which probably the Opposition would
“sce fit to take upon this oceasion. But 1
“challenge, just at this moment, the correct-
"ness of two observations made by my hon.
-friend opposite (Sir Adolphe Carom). One
.was with respect to the construction he put
;upon the language by my hon. leader. 1
~did not understand my leader to say that
.the purpose of asking the House to ad-
;Journ was to enable a conspiracy to be en-
i tered into with respect to the formation of
‘a Government. but that the result of such
cadjournment would be to enable conspira-
, tors to carry out their designs. There is no
cone on cither side of the House who doubts
i that there is at the present moment a vast
feonspiracy on foot to oust the present
tleader from his position and to prevent this
. House meeting to give an answer to the
!'speech with which His Excellency opened
;the session. I have met no one in the
: House or out of it who doubts that such is
the case. The mon can be named. their
;names are men*oned in the daily press
i the means thew are taking to conspire, the
fpersons they fre using to carry out the con-
ispiracy and to attain the objeet they have
tin view are woll known, Nothing could bn»
| further from the thoughts of the hen.
leader ¢f the Opposition than that His Ex-
celleney or any one connccted with him was
a party to this object of this conspiracy.
But whao the hon. gentleman did say—and
I do not Kuzsw how the leader of the House
could have misunderstood it—was that the
result of this extended adjournment would
be to give aid and comfort to these con-
spirators and to enable them to complete
their nefarious work.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.1I) Well, Sir. * nefari-
ous work” is a very strong expression to
use, but I think that the circumstances
quite justify it. This is not an attempt
made by an organized Opposition to defear
the existing Government in a proper way.
Why, Sir., we all welcome that, there is not
a man on either side of the House but likes
a fair, open fight. ‘What is despised, and
what ought to be looked down upon. is
the attempt of those within the family
cirele to conspire against and to defeat
their own leader and their own friends.
There is another remark which fell from
the hon. gentleman—passing from that
branch of the subject entirely—which I
would challenge ; and I wish to observe that
I am confining my remarks merely to the
length the adjournment should take, and not
discussing the many subjects to which 1

ad hoped to eall the attention of the House
to-day. There is another observation which
he made, and which I think on reflection he
will see has not been well considered, and
that is that it is for the convenience of
members that this adjournment should take
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place. Now, the heon. gentleman must re-
collect that quite a large proportion of the
members of this House are gentlemen who
come from a very long distance. They can-
not go home, they have got to remain here
until Tuesday. 1 am speaking solely on the
question of convenience which the hon.
ventleman has advanced as one which ought
to weigh the House in taking a course ab-
solutely opposed to all former precedents.
If T understand the hon. gentleman aright,
the proposition laid down was this, that we
"were passing through a condition of affairs
for which it was difficult to find a prece-
dent. We acknowledge that, but there is
no difficulty in our adopting the constitu-
tional course. which I think I am right in
saying has been almost intariable, that
while a government is in process of con-
struction and the House of Commons is
sitting. adjournment should take place de
die in diem. That is an almost absolute
rule, and I think hon. gentlemen will find
it exceedingly ditficult to quote a precedent
the other way. Now, we stand in that posi-
tion. and the hon. gentleman advanees the
preoposition that the adjournment is for the
convenience of members. I challenge that
proposition ; I say it is not : T say it is dis-
tinctly for their inconvenience and disad-
vantage : and when you are asking us to
violate a constitutional rute which has been
n:ost rigidly adhered to in Great Britain and
her colonies, and to adopt a new. and I
venture to say, a bad precedent, and when
tkere is no other argument in support of it
than the one. which the hon. gentleman sug-
gested. that it is for the convenience of
members, I respectfully submit to him that
it is not. I would urge upon him that since
the leader of the Opposition has expressed
his earnest desire to give every reasonable
latitude to the Government in undertaking,
in the peculiar circumstances in which they
find themselves. to re-form the Government
at the request of His Excellency, and while
we are willing to do everything in our
power reasonably to further those views,
still the hon. gentleman ought not to ask
us to join in setting a precedent which in
itself is bad, and which will be quoted here-
after and have a bad effect on future occa-
sions. The convenience of members is
agalnst it, parliamentary procedure is
against it, the precedents are against It,
and there is nothing I can see in favour of
it at all. 'We can meet to-morrow, and the
hon. gentleman, if he has made any progress
then, can inform us; and the House will
then be in a position, if called upon, to give
advice to His Excellency from day to day.
That is one of the rights of which this
House is possessed. a right which we can
exercise to-day, or can exercise to-morrow,
that is, tendering respectfully to His Ex-
cellency any advice the House may see fit,
or may be in a positisn-io give. I am in-
<clined t6 think that, if it were not for the
message which has been read to-day, the
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House might have done that. The House
will not, under the circumstances, do it
now ; but I say that to ask the House to
adjourn for four or five days, when it will
not be in a position to give the advice which
it ought to give, if called for, is a course to
which I hope the hon. gentleman will not
press the House to accede, and one which.
it he does press the House to accede to, the
House will refuse to do so.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. If I may be al-
lowed one word in explanation—when I
spoke of the convenience of members, I
viewed it in this manner. First. most of
the members leave town on Friday and re-
turn on Monday, and when I spoke of the
convenience of members 1 thought that we
were reducing the delay from the time
which was mentioned in my motion that is
now on the Order paper, to Tuesday instead
of ten days, the delay which I originally
asked for. Now, that is one of the reasons
why I think that the delay we ask for now
is the shortest possible delay that
will meet the case. The hon. gentleman
knows very well that we do not sit on
Saturday, so that it is really only a delay
of two sittings we ask for, in order to give
the Premier an opportunity of re-forming
his Government.

Mr. McCARTHY. For my part I do not
quite understand the anxiety of the Govern-
ment to obtain a delay or an adjournment
of the House until next Tuesday. Speaking
for myself, and echoing in that respect what
has fallen from the opposite side of the
House, I think the House is quite willing to
give every indulgence and every facility to
the Government in their difficult task, and
in the very difficult position in which they
have been placed. Then why should we
depart from the well established constitu-
tional rule ? This is the great council of
the nation. We are here to advise His Ex-
celleney, if necessary, and why we should
be sent about our husiness in order that the
Government may be filled up, or that the
Government may f{ill up the vacant pori-
fcolios, is. under the circumstances, what I
am unable to understand. I am quite free
to admit that there are no precedents ; and
I quite ., agree with what has fallen from
the hon. gentleman who is leading the
House, that no precedent for the position
can be found. We have a Government de
jure ; we have a Government, as 1 under-
stand, de facto ; and the onky question that
occurs to me is whether we will have a
quorum of the House of Cominons when we
meet next Tuesday, If members are taken
from the House to fill positions at the rate
that has been going on for the last forty-.
eight hours. We have, therefere, a  Govern-
ment both -d¢ -jure and de facto ; and it is
to be remembered that this is not a minis-
terial crisis in the ordinary sense, it is
not the case of the resignation of a Min-
ister, or the resignation of a Prime Minister,
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or of a mew Prime Minister being asked
to assume the responsibility of a Govern-

ment ; but we have a Government., and I
am wunable, T may add. fo conceive why

this long delay should be asked for, the
Government hfnmf* every office filled, either
by a Minister or an acting Minister. and
being able to carry on the affairs of the
country. I am bound to say. more etliciently
than has been done during the last thirteen
menths., o far as 1 ean anderstand there
has been more done in the last two or three
days than bhas been done in the last thirteen
mcnths ¢ and the very delay and the very
difficuity which, we are told. induced these
seven centleman to withdraw their conti-
dence in their leader. seems. so lur as I
can judge by the result. to be caused by
their presence in the Administration. While
they were in, the Government could not go
on. they were evidently blocking the way.
nothing could be accomplished. So I would
suggest to my hon. friend that. as we meet
to-morrow, he intimate to the gentleman
who is to move the reply to the Address,
that he go on with his speech. It has been
bottled up now so long that possibly it will
have to be recast. I do not see why we
should not at once go on with cur business,
and let this House discharge the duties
which it has been ealled upon to discharge.
I can certainly see no necessity on the part
of th> Government asking for any prolonged
adjournment. I am quite satisfied that
there is no independent member of the
House, there is no member on the opposite
side. so far as I learned from the language
of the leader and of the hon. gentieman who
followed him. disposed to throw any ob-
staocle in the way of the Government. So
far as I know the feelings of the House, it
is prepared to give to the Administration
every possible facility ; and how they can
be hampered, or how they can be prejudlced
in any way by allmving the constitutional
1ule to prevdil. is what for my part I can-
rot conceive. :

Ar. MILLS (Bothwell). I think that the
request of the hon. leader of the House is
an unreasonable request under the circuni-
stances. This House is the great council of
the nation, it is the most important body to
advise His Excelleney, known to ‘our con-

stitution. Under the cirecumstances it seems
to me, when the Administration experi-

ences a crisis such as that which has over-!

taken the present Government, it is of the
- first comsequence that this House should sit
from day to day. Now, Sir. the hon. gen-
tleman asks us not to meet to-mMOrrow.
YWhy not ?
parnd to go on with the public business
because all the portfolios in the Government
are rnot filled, that may be a reason for a
further adjo‘nrnment. I am sure that this
House has no intention of interfering with
the Government, or with the Prime Minister,
in filling up the vacancies in the Adminis-

‘Mr. McCARTHY.

If the Government are not pre-

H

tration ; but this House ought not to abdi-
cate its functions. It has important func-
tions to discharge. The events which have
happened since Parliament has been called
together, and since the Npeech from the
Throne has been delivered. are of such a
character as to make the House suspicious.
The House does not know what may trans-
pire next, and as we can only advise llis
Excellency in our c¢apacity as members ot
the House collectively. it is of iirst conse-
quence that we should meetr from day to
day whenever the sittings of the House,
under our rules. come about. That
being so, I think the leader of the
House ought not to press his motion,
He should consent to the House mect-
ing to-morrow. and if the Government
then requires further time to fill up the
various vacancies in the Cabinet. further
time will no doubt be given by the House.
No one would put obstacles in  the way.
But events have been trauspiring every day
since we have met which are of very
great consequence. We have scen three or
four members taken from this House and
translated to the other Chamber. We have
had the announcement made that several
hon. members who have seat= in this House
have been appointed to fill positions in the
public service. 1 do not know whether
those appointments have been confirmed or
not. We may have information on that
subject wmnu the next twenty-four hours,
and if we do not obtain such information, |
think what has taken place calls for an ex-
pression of opinion on the part of this
House. We are. Mr. Speaker., we know not
what—whether this House is composed of

members  representing  the  constituencies
whose electors sent us here, or whether
it is composed of place-men of the
Administration. or of that part of the
CAdministration  that still  continues in
office.  Under the circumstances the
leader of the House should not ask us

to adjourn bevond to-morrow, and if then
the Government have made progress in fill-
ing the vacanecies, perhaps we may be able
to go on with public business and sinswer the
Speech from the Throne. But if the hon. gen-
tleman is not, it may be that Parliament
will r aqmre‘to consider other matters. The
hon. gentleman kpows right well that if a
member has been promised an office and
has agreed to accept that office, his seat
becomes vacant whether he has been actu-
ally appointed to the office or not. We

Kknow that an hon. member sitting in the

House of Commeons years ago was named
as Chancellor of the Exchequer; that he
agreed to accept the office ; that bhefore the
accept'mce actually took place His Majesty
was unable to make the appointment ; but
nevertheless it was held that by his agree-
ment te accept office his seat h’ld become
vacant, and he was obliged to retire and
be re-elected, although he was elected as
nothing more than a private member. The
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to-day who, we have been informed, have

bheen approached and promised offices under
the Crown, and have agreed to accept those
oflices.
it is important that this Ilouse should meet
from day to day. The liberties of the

i

In the face of events of this sort:

cstand over till Monday.

people. as well as the rights of the I’rime

Minister, are attacked in what
done. This House has important duties to
discharge, and if the House sits every day
at the usual-hour it will be in a position to
undertake the discharge of those duties if
opportunity ocecurs. 'Under these circuin-
stances 1 trust the leader of the House wili
not press his motion for an adjournment
antil Tuesday next.

Mr. WELDON. I hope the hon. gentle-
man now leading the Government will press
the motion for adjournment. for the reason
that the Prime Minister. who is responsible
for the request made to the House, has
declared that in his judgment it is neces-
sary to ask for an adjournment over Friday.
Saturday and Monday to enable him to re-
form the Administration.

is heine

i

;o1
‘filling up vacancies in the Cabinet?
cone whit.
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!
I row and state that no progress has been

made. we want to know if, and the country
wants teo know it.. On tho other hand, if
he is then able to say, as we all hope he
will be able to say. that progress is being
made, that satisfactory progress is heing
made, then the meeting of the House w iil
and the Dremier
can go on with his work of reconstruction.
Does the meeting of the House for a quarter
of an hour to-morrow or for half an hoar
Monday delay the DPrime Minister in
Not
the it

It will accelerate work ;

“will cause him to do his duty more vapidly
~and will hurry bhim up in dischargings the

Sduty

L

of filling the Cabinet positions.

“think the leader of the Iouse should comn-

“sider this matter.

and not endeavour to

tanke away the undoubted coustitutional

‘right of Parlinment. that when a Ministry

~is being reconstructed or formed in the face
‘of  TParliament. members shall have the

right to ask explanations as to the progress

What possible .

good ‘To any one, what possible protection .

to the publie, what possible regard

public safety makes it necessary for hon.

for

members to come here on Friday and agzain -

on Monday to meet and '1(13011!’[)
understand. Time will be wasted.

I cannot
What !

we now desire is. that the crisis should b

brought to an end at the earliest possibie

moment ; and if the hands of the First Min-

ister.. who is now employed in the duty of
reconstructing the Cabinet. would be more

. brotest ag
cable in parlmmenmr)

free and his attention be less distracted by
the House adjourning two or three days—:

it being admitted that we are willingy to
give the hon. gentleman as many days as
are asked, if the House meets from day to
day—I see no good reason why the Min-

“observed the course of parliamentary

made from the repre‘wnt(.tivos of the Gov-
cernment at the m(ormw of the House from
day to day.

Mr. DAVIN. 1 hope the leader of the
House will not press hisx motion. This
Parliament is the Parliament that governs
this country and not the Committee that
we call ithe Government, which is 2 Com-
mittee of this Parliament. The reason I
urge on my hon. friend who is leading the
House not to press his motion is this: [
must emphasize my opmxon and enter my
ainst the tendency that is notice-
life in Canada for

»arliament to efface itself before the Gov-
ernment of the day. Any man who has
in-

“stitutions in this country for any length of

cister whe leads the House should consent

‘to the request made by the leader of the
Opposition. I think the adoption of the

motion before the House would lead to the

more rapid conclusion of the ecrisis, which
all good Canadians must heartily desire.

Mr. EDGAR. With respect to the remarks
‘made by the hon. gentleman who has just
taken his seat, that no harm can happen byr
giving the Premier four «days’ delay,
stead of the House meetinz to-morrow. I
would ask the hon. gentleman if any harm
can arise by meeting to-morrow. The riies
of the House say that the House shall do
so under all ordinary circumstances.
members are all here; they have come to
the capital te try and transact some busi-

"the be,tter——that there

time, and who has sat in the House for
seven or eight years, as I have done, must
have seen ﬂllS—-‘lIld it wounld be the same
if parties crossed the floor, I have no doubt
it seems to be in the air and to belong t»
the country, and the sooner it is got 1‘1«1 of
is a constant tend-

"ency on the part of members. of the domi-

“before the Government of the day.
.see a correlative impatience on the part

nant party to voluniarily efface themselves
And we
of

- the Government of the day with the least

in-

assertion of the rights of Parliament on the
part of their supporters. This Parliament
is the Parliament concerned with the Gov-

~ernment of Canada to-day, and we have a
Tight, and it is our duty as well as our right,

The

ness, or get some information for the coun- -

try at all events, and not merely to knock: py4r0 in {he interests of parliamentary in-

their heels together around the hotels for
four days.
‘altogether against the contention of the
hon. gentleman. If the leader of the House
- should come down at three o’clock to-mor-

to know from day to day what progress

is being made under the unhfippy circum-

staneces with which we are now face to face.
And I say. Sir, that T am now not speaking

- stitutions, than—addressing my bon. friends

The balance of convenience is:
- of

who are around me—than in the interests
the Conservative party . itself. if a

. proper reza:d had been had by the mem-

bers of the Con,ervatlve party to their own
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dizpity asx members of this House. and if:

a proper regard had been shown by the
Government of the day towards the mem-
bers of that party. we should never have
been face to face with such an unbappy
and such an upprecedented erisis as meets
us to-day. . Sir. the people of this country
are deeply concerned in the crisis that we
are now called upon to humilinte ourselves
as members of Parlinment by observing. !

My hon. friend from Bothwell (Mr. Mills)

has not heen too strong in expressing his.
opinions on this subject. and the leader of
the Oppesition has, T think. very maoder-|
ately requested the leader of the House.
to take the constitutional course. 1 will
not discuss whether harm can come of it
or not. I am quite sure of this, that it:
will be impossible for the leader of the
House. or impossible even for my hon. and
learned friend M. Welden, Albert). whe is
usually supposed to be an authority on con- |
stitutional qnestions ; it will be impossible !
for him to show that any harm can come
of it. What harm e¢an come from the re-:
presentatives of the people in this House,:
who are tho source of power fo which the
Government must fook, coming here from
day to dayx. to know what progress has.
been made ¥ I am not going to discuss, or-
to remark on the filling up of offices.;
further than to say that I regcret to see
these offices being filled up.. I do not know
whenee  the motive  of  the movement:
to till up offices  comes, but it is re-.
grottable, and I do not think it is
in the interest of the Governcemnt, or of!
the Darlinment, or of the Consprvative:
party. My desire is, that the party of
which T am a humble member, the party;
that at this minute represents the people’
of Canada. the party that up to the pre-
sent commands the confidence of the people.
my desire is that it should guide the’
destinies of eur people. 1 defy hon. gen-.
tlemen anywhere. in or out of this Iouse. .
to show that the poliey of the Conserva-:
tive party at this nioment is not a poliey
dear to the heart of Canada.
- Mr. FORBIES.
yourself.

Mr. DAVIN. What is that ?
and let me hear.

You f*;:xlnot vote for it§
Speak up%

Mr. FORBES. 1 say that the hon. gentle-’
man dare not support thé measure of the:
Government on remedial legislation.

Mr. DAVIN. Mr. Speaker. when the
Government measure on remedial legisla-
tion, of which I know nothing—I have not:
- seen it—when it is brought forward 1 will:
discuss it. I was speaking of the general:
policy of the Government. I did not ex-!
‘pect. to be challenged because I did not !
expect that anything of a party nature:
“would be said here just now, Hut as I have |
~ been challenged, I will go further, and say
‘that from a far larger point of view thani

Mr. DAVIN.

the trade policy. from a peint of view truly
Imiperial. it would be a dizastrous thing if,
at this minute. anything should occur that
would place power in any other hands than
in the hands of thut party which has the
instinct and tradition of Government. and
has no undivided allegiance :

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.

Alr. DPAVIN, The party which has no
divided allegiance to the great Empire
of whieh this Canada forms an  im-
portant part. Now. Sir. I turn aside
from these party amenities into which I
have been unwillingly drawn. 1 hepe that
my hon. friend the leader of the TTouse will
not press the motion. T do not think that
any leader of the Tlouse could object to
the language or tone of the leader of the
Opposition, and I entirely agree with the

| position that hon. gentleman (Mr. Laurier)
thas taken in this matter.

Mr. MeNETLL. Mr. Speaker. I desire
merely to say a few words. 1 heard with
very great pleasure. indeed. the friendly
and kindly' remarks that have been made
from the other side of the House on cvery
occasion on which we have met here dur-
ing this =sessien. in reference to the leader
of the Government. T would have appre-
ciated those remarks still more-highly had
they been followed up to-day by deeds.
All that is asked by the leader of the
House is a very small matter., and I have.

‘not heard any argument whatever to show

that the request made could do any harm
to any interest in this country. It is asked
that on Friday and on Monday this TTouse:
shonld not sit. 1t is known that the House
does not sit on Saturday or on Sunday. and
when  the suggestion is made by members
on the other side that four days are asked
for. that statement is a proof that their posi-
tion in opposing the motion is a very weak
one. Two days’ adjournment is practieaily
all that is asked. I am quite sure that my
hon. friend the leader of the Opposition is

i wholly sincere in the Kindly remarks he

has made in reference to the hon. gentle-
man who leads the Government of this

‘ country to-day. under the very painful cir-

cumstances that exist. I would appeal to
the leader of the Opposition to exercise his

" generosity in this matter. and to withdraw

his objection to this very harmless and
reasonable proposal. The hon. member for

t West Ontario (Mr. Edgar asked what harm
‘can he done if the House does meet.

I
would answer him that the First Minister
asks for this short adjournment in order
that he may be better able to carry out
the work he is engaged in, and unless some

: real danger can be shown, T do think that

ordinary generosity might induce hon. gen-
tlemen opposite to acquiesce in the request.

Mr. MULOCK. The hon. member for
North Bruce (Mr. McNeill) tells us that the
First Minister has sent a message to this
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House which asks that we stand adjourned
for four days. The First Minister has not
given us the reasons that moved hlm to
make that request.

Some hon. ME;\IBERS. Yes, he has.

Mr. MULOCK. Iie has stated that he
desires to reorganize the Cabinet. but he
hias not shown how the meeting of the
House will embarrass him in that import-
ant work. The leader of the House says
that it will serve the convenience of mem-
bers if we adjourn. But what are we
assembled at Ottawa for ? Does Parlia-
ment exist for the convenience of mem-
bers, or for the dischargze of public duty *
I was under the impression that our publie
duty was the first obligation upon us until
this new doctrine is now laid dGown for our
guidance. The leader of the House tells
us that the situation isx unparalleled. [
admit that. It is not the first strike that
has happened within the last few months
in this Cabinet. The striking was inaugu-
rated a few months ago by the late Minister
of Justice.
allegiance for a short time, and. on being
taken back, when he gave the bad example.
.that three months afterwards three other
members of the Ministry went on strike.
- Two of them returned.  To-day seven of
them have followed that example, and per-
Laps want to return also. Is it to the inter-
est of the country that we should facilitate

this work of rebellion in the Cabinet ? XNot |

a. zentlemnn charged has arisen to dispute
or deny? the charge of conspiracy. If there
is a conspiracy against the liberties of the
people. on what institution can the people
depend for the defence of their liberties ?
- The House of Commons ? The House of
Commons is the only instrument now exist-
ing to guard the rights of the people. The
constifution demands that the House of
Commons shall, every moment of time from
now till this erisis is over, be in session to
guard. if needs be, a weak Premier. We
saw the late Finance Minister forty-eight
hours ago arise in his place in this House
and read a carefully prepared document
discrediting the ability of his First Minister.

Mr. LANDERKIN. And his own, too.

Mr. MULOCK. And he told us
that he had only made that discovery
after the Address from the Throne had
been presented to Parliament. Sir, the flimsy
excuse offered for the crisis that now exists
discredits, in my judgment, the honesty
of purpose of the Administration. A year
- ago as Premier they selected Sir Mackenzie
Bowell. Not a stranger. He had been in
public life for a generation. ¥le had been
a colleague of these gentlemern for a dozen

. years, He had been working side by side

with them in the councils of the country,
on the public platform, in Parliament—in
every position which would: enable them
to test his capacity to fill the high office of

‘emcluments of office, shall be allowed

e struck. He returned to his|c

allowing this conspiracy to succeed.

Premier. When they took offices under him
thirteen months ago. did they not know as
well as they know to-day his fitness for that
oflice ? How comes it that after thirteen
months the late Finance Minister suddenly
discovers that the First Minister lacked ca-
pacity for administering the affairs of the
country ? And what was the evidence the
hon. gentleman furnished ? That seven col-
leasues of the First Minister in the Cabinet
were so rebellious that he could not keep
them in order—that he could not exiract
frecm them that degree of usefulness to
which the country was entitled ; and their
disohedience, their rebellious spirit, their
treasonahle conduct against the eountry, is
the cause they assign. Instead of the First
Minister being removed. these hon. zentle-
men hive overreached themselves and have
removed themselves ; and the highest inter-
ests of the country demand that these men,
who have for the moment gone into the 'shade
of a position they do not like, outside of the
to
contiuue to enjoy that position. Mr. Speak-

, we hear a great deal as to who is t suc-
cvod the First Minister if this conspiracy
succeeds. They wish a change of allegiance,
they wish to abandon King Loz and serve
under King Stork. However that may be,
they feel for the moment that they are out-
side of the vineyard, and feeling that they
have failed throuvh the infirmity of their
leader, they thmk in the language of the
blind poet, that they can wait in this outer
place until some greater man restores them
to the promised land. Such is their object
ir asking that Parliament shall now ad-
journ till Tuesday next. Sir, the cxrcum-‘
stances of the case do not warrant us in
It is
a conﬁplracv most foul ; no one has dfu‘ed to.
stand up in this House and justify it. I ask
the Finance Minister if he can tell us how
these seven Ministers came to arrive at the
conclusion, only forty-eight hours after Par-

‘liament assembled, that the First Minister

was unfit for his place, and how came it
that they did not find that out twelve months
ago ? Why did they not find it out nine
menths ago, when the ex-Minister of Justice
struck ? How comes it that in Juh‘ last
they did not find out his ineapacity ? How
comes it that not until Parliament °1s<:mnblm
and the Address from the Throne is de-
livered, and the affairs of the country, are
in a most critical state, have they decided
almost to demand the surrender of the
First Minister from his high office ? Sir,
the names of the men who have done that
act will go down with dishonour to the
history of our country. They have.sought
to destroy the usefulness of a pubhe man
who to that moment enjoyed the confidence
of His Excellency. Sir, I ask in what posi-
tion would the First Minister be were he
to appeal to the country now, with the sol-
emn written statement of his seven col-
leagues that he was unfit to take cbarge
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Was ! large extent, on the hon.

ever such a treacherous act committed be-.

fore in any DBriuish country ¥
scarch in vain for an inswance in the past,

You will’

and I trust that this will not furnish a pre- .

cedent for ibe future. Under

‘ the circum-’
stances 1 regret that I am unable fittingly !

to express my abhorrence of what has taken |

place. T trust that hon.

ventlemen will take

the will for the deed anid give me credit for .

the desire to use whatever language
vacabulary of this House will permit
order to express my abhorrence
approval of these hon. gentlemen's action. 1
trust, Mr. Speaker, that under the eircum-
stances weo shall be peruitted to stand guard
Iwre from day 1o day, over the rights of
- Farlianment and the liberties of the pvopie.

the
in,
and dis-

B

until we: have formed a strong. stable and

ceffective Government. Sir, when

we see |

the great party which Sir Joha Maedonald

led ro victory in 1891, with an overwhebming |

mwajority, te-day shattered. torn. divided by

dissentions, weak and paralyzed, we Know |

is but one source
and effective Government can

that  there
that strong
e formed,
of Her Majesty's loyal Opposition.

moember for West Assiniboia (Mr. Daving

from which:

i
i

and that is by the hon. leader:
The hon. .

claims a monopoly for his friends of all the !

loyvalty that is going. Sir,
the majority, the active part of a Govern-
mwent, when engaged in discharging
Majesty's business, to ‘
Majesty ¥ Talk of loyaliy !
begzin at hoine. You must be loyal to the
institutions unde
the country you h\ long to, otherwise your
loyalty is, at the best, only lip-loyalty. Sir,
Her Majesty’s Opposition share in every
sentiment of loyalty that may be in the
reast of any good citizen of Canada ; and
1 believe that Ier Majesty's ‘nstxtutlons
would occupy a tirmer position in Canada.
were the administration of the Government
new in the hands of the loyal Opposition led
on by the first man in Canada to-day, the
hon. member for Quebec East (Mr. Laurier).

Mr. COCKBURN,
much
declarations of overflowing loyalty coming
from the lips of the hon. member for \orth
York (Mr. Mulock). And I am sure that it
must be a source of unfeigned pleasure to
all of us to see on the part of Her Majesty’s
Opposition such an exhibition of loyality as

It is to me a source of

that to which they have just treated us and

“which has forced them to constitute them-

is it loyalty for!
: by Her Majesty’s loyal Opposition,
Her |
rebel agzainst Her
Loyalty must

which you serve and (o

gratitication to find such exuberant

{
H
:
H
'
i
i
¥
|
{
'
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selves the special guardians of the liberties:

of this country and the guardians of the pri-;

vileges of every citizen of the Dominion. I

only regret that our country has been so un-:

appreciative of their efforts as not to have
understood apparently the depth of the feel-

ing that moves them, and has not set suffi- | existenc
gment’ will be here as we shall not be in a
position to trust;

cient value on their exuberant loyalty to
send them here in larger numbers to pro-
tect the constitution. Their loyalty seems
to-day, however. to be centred, to a very

Mr. MULOCK.

3

“try with an unblemished reputaiien.

imains with the Conservative

£8

gentleman who
leads this Government. 1 must say that, for
my part, hearing the member for North
York (Mr. Mulocky dilate on the many noble
qualities which characterize our P'remier,
hearing him declave that for the last thirty
years our Premier has tilled every oftice
under the Crown. to the greatest satisfac-
tion of the country and the benefit of the

Deominion, 1 fail to understand how. in the
name of common sens<e. he can ask us to

refuse the request of our Premier for & two
days’ adjournment. It the First Minister
has given us for thirty years the stronzest
assurances that he has the welfare of his
country at heart, if he has risen superior to
all temptations and stands befere the coun-
how
can the hon. member for North York 3Mr,
Mulock) ask us for one moment to believe
that this same First Minister desires a two
days’ adjournment in order that he may
give license to conspirators. The suppsi-
tion is monstrous and absurd. If we will
only bring a little common sense to hear on
the question, we shall easily arrive at a
reasonable conclusion. If it is o necessary

that this House should be in session every
day to watch what is being done by the
Premier of this country, Would it not be
well that some self-sacrifice should he made
and ihiat
the proposal should come from them thar
we should sit here, not only on Friday and
on Monday. but on Saturday and on Suunday
as well ? It is surely a religious duty to
watch the interests and the righix of our
fellow citizens. We are sent here for ithat
purpose ; and if we cannot trust the Gov-
ernment for two short days. surely it be-
comes us not to leave them free on Satur-
day and Sunday to further the work of the
supposed unhallowed conspiracy. I can-

not but regard the action taken by the
leader of the Opposition as a tactieal
blunder, for I can assure him that if he
will press his resolution to a vote, he will
rouse such a feeling on the part of the Con-
servative party., under the present circuin-
stances, as will show the whole country
that the confidence of this House still re-
party.

"Mr. LISTER. It seems to me that several
of the gentlemen who have spoken mis-
apprehend the position of the . Opposition
and do not appear to thoroughly understand
the question which the House is now dis-
cussing. It is not a question of expediency ;
it is not a question of antagonism to the
present leader of the Government ot t6 the
Government as it at present exists. It is
a. question of law. It may be that in future
years such a good, noble and upright Gov-
ernment as we have to-day will not be in
existence. It may be that such a Govern-

and if you once change
the law of" P‘xrliament by breakmg the well
established on this. oeccasion.. on some -

L erea ¥

l.' ue
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future occasion, instead of an adjournment
of four days, an adjournment of four weeks !
or even four months may be required. For
wise reasons the law of Parliament is that
when a crisis occurs while Parliament is in
session, PParliament shall continue

from day to day in order t¢ be informed by ;

tlie  Government as to what progress
heing made in the reconstruction
Cabinet. So it is out of no feeling
aniagonism’ to the leader of the
ment or any member of the Government

that the Opposition take the stand they do,

but it is as a matter of right and Iaw
setileil by well established precedent. It

is the right of the people’'s representatives

to remain here until the Government has;
of the .

been re-formed. and it is the right
peeple to be informed throuzh Parliament,
from day to day, of what progress is being
made in reconstruction.
to throw any obstacle whatever in the way.
On the contrary. we desire 1o assist
First Minister in every way possible.

what the Government wants to do is to take
away from Parliamient the right which our
“constitution gives us, of being informed
from day to day as to what progress has

is
of the|
of !
Govern- .

[JANUARY 9, 1896]

50

itne' First Minister. we find thnt seven of

‘ment has met,
iand withdraw from the Government on the
i «round that the
sitting ¢

t
i
{
i
H
¢
H
3
)
1
i

these Ministers of the Crosvn. after Parlia-
send in their resignations

“irst Minixier is mentally
incapable  of  governing this country.
The evidence all points to the faet., beyonid
any. question, that the First Minister s
been made the vietim of the blackest poli-
tical conspiracy that Canadian or English
Listory has ever kuown. Sir. we cian read
Letween the lines © we can draw the neces-

sary deductious from a certain state of
facts. We find that the High Commissioner

‘ix brought over here ostensibly for the pur-

 pose of advising the First Minister as to the

i

We have no desire:
that
the
Dut

Seut

been made in  the re-formation of the.
Cabinet. It may be that no exigeney will
arise which will require Parlinment to

advise His Excellency.
it will. But if you disregard the phm Iaw
of Parliament you make that law of no

It ix unli kely that.
. cedd,

value ; and as the hon. member for Assini- -

boia (QIr. Davin) says, the Government have
‘been practically ignoring Parliament.
we  permit the Government to take this
position.
their course of assuming the power of
Parliament instead of merely recording its
wishes. Sir, the First Minister
try is entitied to the sympathy of the men:-
bers of this House and of the country at

If:

tast line and cable schemes. These were
mere devices., The plot haid been hatehed
leng before Sir Charles Tupper came to
rhis country. The man who leads this
Government was persuaded into the belief
it was necessary, for the purpose of
ripening these schemes, that Sir Charles
Tupper should come to this country. when,
as a matter of fact he came here to carry
and givyg effect to the conspiracy. Sir,
he came and the hands of the evil genii can
e seen in what takes place from that mo-
ment forward. When was it that these men
nade up their minds that they would aban-
den their leader and destroy the Govern-
ment ¥ Sir Charles Tupper. it was announ-
would sail for Engiand again. He
curht to be in England to-day discharging
Lhis public duties. He is a servaat of this
country as much as any civil servant em-
pleyed in these buildings. He draws from

the coffers of this country $10.000 a year

we will be practically condoning

and expenses. We find him here. a public
servant. paid by the public of Canada, plot-

itmz against the Administration of the day

of this coun--
Cof C!an:lda—-to carry out,

Iarge. We find that he is to-day attempting
to reorganize his Cabinet. We find that this

_this country ?

man who was accepted by his colleagues:
as the one man fit to fill the place which the .
late Sir John Thompson vacated. whom the

hon. member for Haldimand (Mr. Montague)
and the late Finance Minister (Mr. Foster)
said throughout the country. up to a few
days ago, was eminentiy it for the posi-

seeking to become the First Minister
‘ it may be, the
wild schemes that characterized him when
he was aomember of the Administration of
When Sir Charles Tupper
comes, what do we find? Why. seven
Ministers of the Crown send in their re-
signations to the old Prime Minister, and

and

“they insult him by telling him that he is
"mentally unfit to lead such intellectual giants

‘number of years past.

tion he occnples now attacked and cailed !

upon to resign by these men on the ground
of mcompetency. We find the members of
the Crown sitting at the Council table and

sented to this House and read by His BEx-
cellency ; we find measures introduced into
this Hoeouse indicated in that Address; we
find Parliament meeting here; and yet in
the face of all this and in the face of the
statement of the Ministers of the Crown
made throughout the country. at the last
‘elections, over and over again. that the
Government was a unit’ upon every public
question and that every member of the
Government had unbounded confidence in

s
i

associated with him for a
Evidently, they

a8 have bheén

reckoned without their host. The Prime

Minister did not capitulate. he did not say :

I am willing to degrade myself ; T am will-
: ; . Ing to go out and let Qomebodv else come
drafting the Address which has been pre-.

in. He has clung to the helm of the ship
of state—and that is the trouble. Now, the
Prime Minister should have time to reor-
ganize his Administration. No member on
this side of the House desires that that time
shall be denied him. But. Sir. what we do
contend is that the law of Parliament is
explicit that during a crisis of this kind Par-
liament should meet from day to day. What
the Government propose is that the law of
Parliament shall be disregarded and that
the House shall be adjourned for a fixed
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period. While there may be no danger to-'

day in breaking the law of Parliment. we . of the devetion to Imperial interests shown

must remember that if this precedent is’

once established and it is declared lawful

violation of the principle thus established.
be declared lawful to adjourn for a week
or for four weeks. The safe course to pur-

13

entirely coincide. The hon. gentleman spoke

by the gentlemen on this side of the House.

€ ¢ { I He laid great stress upon the long tradition
to adjourn for four days. it ecan. without

“the

sue is to follow the law as we have received -
it, particulariy when no harm can be done. v

and no obstacle is thrown in the
First Minister, but every niove

ay of the -
is facilitated:

for doing what he wishes to do and what,

in the interests of the countiry.
do. There can be no sound r
Government asking for the

rason for the

he ought to-

and long experience of the Conservative
party in governing this country. I am not
goin" to enter into this question so far as
traditions of the past and the history
of tlw country are concerned ; but. Sir, it

S a4 very 0.\rr.1m'dm‘u;. thmg. in view of
such a remark. to find that at the very time
when the Empire was threatened from every
quarter, when danger was apparently near

s, these hon. *"eutlomen who are said 1o be

;eo careful for the Imperial interests. should

adjournment

which the leader of the House asks, and T

- think the hon.

gentleman should yield to

the request. made not only by those on this’

side of the House, but by some of his own

L country,

followers, that the asual course should be-
pursued and this House should meet from
day to day. secepting from the Government

the fact.
have not yver formed their Administration.
and giving them from time to

it it should be a faet. that they.

choese that particular moment to bring their
ahal to a head. Sir, it is a comparatively
inimportant matter to this House, and a
cemparatively unimporiant matter to this
whether these hon. gentleinen who
are now engaged in what 1 think has been
justly termed a conspiraey had-the right to
disagree with their leader or net. It is a
trifling matter whether there were domestic

_circumstances which justitied the break up

time such:

delay as they may require for the purpose’

of accomplishing that ohjeet. I think, Sir,
- the hon. gentleman is makingz a mistake in
forcing the House to vote upon this questien,
seeing that the meeting of the House from
day to day
will be: in accord.mee with the law of the
iand.

AMr. O'BRIEXN. The practical difference

paratively trifling.

of the Government. It may be that their
contenrion is correct : it may be that they

i Tound from experience, though they showed

it in a most extraordinary
leader

in Jdo no harm and that it:

fashion. that their
was incampetent to earry on the
affairs of the country. But it is a most ex-
traordinary state of affairs and Qdiscredirs

“these gentlemen who pretend te be so care-

ful on Imperial interests. that they should

“choose such a moment to break up the Gov-
between adjournment from day to day and ;
adjournment from now till Tuesday is com-
paratively trifling. and beecause it is com-’

there is all the more rea- .

son why the constitutional rule shounld not:

be departed from. The hon. member for

;all its

West Assiniboia (Mr. Davin) made a remark
which this' House would do well to bear in-

mind, te the effect that this House followed |

too much the custom of effacing itself and
allowing the executive to govern without
regard to parliamentary rule. and not only
without regard to parliamentary rule, but
in deﬁ.mce ot‘ constitutional usage. T will

not go into that subject now. otherwise it

might be shown that this Government. which
is so ready now to lay aside constitutional
rule, only a little while ago was willing to
carry out what they claimed to be a consti-
tutional rule with regard to the legislation
cencerning Manitoba schools, in which case
- they falsely alleged that the constitution
- compelled them to do something which, even
though against their own convictions, they
had decided to do. It is for that reason that
every opportunity should be taken by this
House to assert its rights and powers and
privileges. Especially as it causes no publie
inconvenience there is all the more reason
why, on the present occasion, hon. members
should not accede to the request of the hon.
gentleman who now leads the House. But
the hon. member for West Assiniboia made
‘apother remark with which I cannot so

Mr. LISTER.

ernment whieh, if it was capable of carry-
ing on affairs before was capable of con-
tinuning still longer. Where do we find the
Finance Minister at the time when it was
of the utmost importance to the Empire thar
resources should be meost readily
available 7 Instead of attendine to his
daty we find him carrying on a (-un\pn“u v
which. so long as his name remains upon
the roll of Parliament, will be to him 2
disgrace. Where was the Minister of Militia
at the time when the resources of the coun-
try might have been required for the main-
tenance of Imperial interests ? Instead of
devoting himself to the best husbanding
and arrangement of our resources, unfor-
tunately for his reputation. he was also a
party ta this cabal. Where was the Minis-

ter of Railways at the time when
the means of communication through-
out Canada were of the utmeost
importance in the Imperial interest ?

Inste'ui of being at his post and attend-
ing to the duties of his department. which
mwht, at any nwwment, have become most
1mport‘mt. he, also, was carrying on this
same conspiracy and this same cabal
Other members of the Government, of less
note, whose duties were, perhaps, less im-
portant, also allowed themselves to be led
inte the same undertaking. S8ir, it does not
lie in tha mouths of any hon. gentlemen
who talk about their devotion to Imperial
interests, to defend, or excuse, or palliate
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in the slightest degree. the conduct of gen-
tlemen whe took this particular moment.
won't get any

one of the most critical in the history of
Canada, to show their devotion to the Em-
pire by breaking up a Government whose
duty it was, regardless of all minor con-
siderations. regardless of all personal econ-
siderations, regardless of all those dis-
puies which may arise in a Government for
the time being, at any rate, to carry on the
affairs of the Government until a fittinge
time came to vesign their positions. They
shonld have settled their differences hefore
Parliament met, but. having allowed Par-
lianient to meet, they certainly showed how
little regard they had for anything beyond
their own  petty personal interests, their
own petty political ambitions, when they
chese that particular moment to break up
the Government and rvender it impossible

for it to carry on the affairs of the country, .
The result «f the elections

M. TARTE. :
in Moutreal Centre and Jacques Cartier

has brought on this ministerial crisis. The
First Alinister did not go to Montreal

Centre, nor did he go to Jacques Carvtier.
Nearly all the other Ministers came down.
The ex-Finance Minister came. and made
severmil magnifieent speeches. The ex-Ain-

ister of Justice came to Jaecques Cartier. .

and he made a magniticent specch. My
houn. friend the leader of the House also
came down to Jacgques Cartier and made a
magniticent speech. My hon. friend the
Minister of Public Works also eame down
and made a magrificent speech, My hon.
friend the Secretary of State came ulso.
I had the heneur to meet him. and he also
made a very good speech. All those mem-
bers, paxt and present, of the

tion, came down and made magnificent

speeches, but the Prime Minister did nor’
e, ‘ Sir, 1 mentioned.
rise from my seat as one who took a large .

come.  They lost the hattle.
shiare in those two elections. and 1 Ry
that the eleetors did not vote against the
Prime  Minister, they veoted agaiust the
whole Administration. I was surprised

when 1 read. in more than one paper. 1

am sorry to say. that it was French Que-

bee awhich was rallying round the leader
of the Opposition. Montreal Centre. as
every one kunows, is cowmpesed of many
races. Take, for instanece, the Board of
Trade. Out of, the whole Board of Trade.
composed of English members almost ex-

clusively, there were not twelve men who -
‘new doctrine that has been propounded in

voted for my hon. friends. Sir. it was a
square fichi on our part, at any rate.

men opposite ? I listened to several of

their speeches.

Judices.

Mr. DEVLIN.
ing so.

Mr. TARTE.

They charged us with deo-

‘They said to the Roman
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it a square fight on the part of hon. gentle-

They resorted to the wworst
possible appeals, to racial passious and pre- .
»that the sovercign is eantirely and abso-
“lutely free in the choice of his Prime Min-
. ister,
in the paper which he read te the House,
- that the Conservative party are prepared

Catholic electors of Montreal Centre andto form a new

a4

Jacques Cartier : If you do not vote for the
Administration and their candidates, youn
remedial legislation. lin-
isters of the Crown spoke in that way:

members - of  the House used thar laun-
enage. We used  the language of  tol-
eration, we used the language of mod-
eration. Now, what has taken place ?

Seven Ministers of the Crown. exactly the
number of bolters to-day. eame to JMontreal
Centre and to Jacques Cartivr. They sagid
they were taking their lives in their hands
oit hehalf of the Roman Catholic minority.
AWhat is the result of those two elections *
The day after the eleetion., we read in the
ministerial press that the Protestant mem-
bers of the Administration had made uan
minds that there would be no re-
medinl legislation. That language of the
“Maill” and of the Meontreal * Gazette™
was nor disclaimed. But what have we
seen sinece ? Seven members of the Ad-
ministration, seven Protestant members of
the Administration, I am sorry to say. went
out, dividing, theveby, the country into re-
ligious factons, Still they ¢laim that they

care the layal party. The taets are there,
Mr. Speaker: U wish I were wrong, but

the facts are there. We are face to face
with those facts, We do not know the
whole trath—we know it, but it was neot
written i the document which was read
by the ex-leader of the House. The real
facts are—let ux state them like men—that
nmy hon. friend and his colleagues de not
wanut to earry out the pledges they have
soleninly made during the last session of
Parlianment. Instead of ecoming out like
men. and saying : We eannot do what we

‘have pledeed ourselves to do, they knife

their own Prime Minister, That is the
position. as every one knows. Now, Sir, the
name of the High Commissioner has been
1 have bheen one of his folfow-
ers in times past. T know him well. He
is an able man. and 1 am only sorry for
one thing, and that is that he happens to
be in Canada when such a erisis has arisen.
He should not be here. Sir. and every loyal
man—I use the word in the best sense—and
every Conservative, should be of my opin-
ion. Here is a man occupying the digni-
fied position of High Commissioner, and
we hear him aecused of conspiracy. One
thing is perfeetly sure. and that is, that
the membetrs whe have gone out of the
Administration are trying to put him at
their head. I have been surprised at the

this  Parliament.  Some hon. gentlemen
have said that the Conservativa party have

a right to choose their own leader: that
is to say. their own Prime Minister., Sir.

if there is a well-established doetrine, it is
The ex-leader of the House has said

Government. He has no
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right to make such a statement. In the|there a'nything like it ? Under Sir George

first place, he was not speaking in the
name of the Conservative party. The Con-
servative party is not composed of seven
men, or even ten or twelve. The Conserva-
tive party is composed of the members of
.the House now sitting here. Are the mem-
bers of the Conservative party in the House
in a position to give their opinion to-day ?
Are they prepared to stand up in their
places, and to take a vote, and to advise
His Excelleney in the choice he should
make ? None of those: hon. gentlemen
would dare to do it. The ex-leader of the
House has made an undignified state-
ment, as it has been qualified by
his leader, an unconstitutional statement.
Sir. we are face to face with a grave crisis.
What ‘T have said is perfeetly true. The
members who have gone out of the Adminis-
tration happen to be Protestants, and nearly
all the members which have remained faith-
ful . to the Prime Minister are Roman
Catholies. That fuet cannot be ignored, anl
the members of the Administration
have gone out must bear in history the re-
sponsibility of havine divided fthis country
-on religious lines. I hope their scheme. will
not succeed, and T do not say so for the
sake of my party. We are prepared to de-
-feat hon. gentlemen opposite in the open
field. Montreal Centre and Jacques Cartier
have given the keynote. Iet hon. geuntle-
men opposite dissolve the House. and in-
stead of knifing their friends let them come
into the dJdpen field. and they will be de-
feated. But I beg of them. because I beloug
to the minority, not to divide this country
on religious lines. When there was a crisis
in this House last year three Roman
Catholic members of the Cabinet went out
_of the Administration. T'wo of them sub-
sequently returned ; and what did they say 7
They told the House that durving  this
session a remedial Taw would be introduced.
The same pledge given either verbally or in
writing has been circulated from one
bishop’s palace to another in the province
of Quehee. T and my Liberal colleagues
have heen accused of being traitors to our
race and our religion. Accused by whom ?
By Ministers of the Crown and by their
organs. And now to-day we are face to
face, T repeat, with a party divided on
religious lines. I did not intend to take any
part in this debate ; but when I heard the
hon. member for Assiniboia (AIr. Davin)
speaking of the Counservative party, con-
stituted as it is to-day. as the only party
which could be loyal and which coull
govern Canada, 1 said to myself that it
was time that in the name eof my clectors. 1
should rise and declare that the Conserva-
tive party as it is to-day is surely not the
party to which some of us belonged not very
long ago. Under Sir John A. Macdonald
was there ever such a shameful crisis as
the one with which we are now face to
face ? Under Sir John Thompson was

Mr. TARTE.

wha,

1. Cartier did anything of this kind oceur ?
What do we sece to-day ? That party which
bulieves itself to be the only one capable
of governing Canada, is unable to find
anong -its- members in both Houses a man
who can be placed at the head of affairs,
and that party -is trying to impose on His
Exeellency a man who is not supposed to
be here. The Iligh Commissioner is not
supposed to be in this country, but 119 is
supposed to be at his post. By what right
is= the leader of the Governwent or any
member of the Conservative party cn-
titled to impose upon His Excellency a
wan who is not even s member of either
ITouse. 1 resume my seat expressing the
hepe that the country will be taught a
Icsson by this crisis, and that the people
will- learn to witeh their rulers with the
sreatest carve. In this aspect of the case
I quite agree with my hon. friemd hefore me
(Mr. Davin). Members of the Consgerviative
party during the past years have forgotten
that they were representing the peopie, and
I know there are in the country thousands
of Couserviatives who are to-day rallying
around  the banner of my hon. friend be-
enuse they did not find on the other sigi: of
the House that seeurity which existed in
jutst days.

Mr. DEVLIN. I do not rise for the pur-
pose of taking any extensive part in the de-
Iuite that has arisen on the motion for ad- -
jorurnment, but 1 desire simply to correct
an impression whiclh has been created by
a recent discourse of the ex-Minister of
Justice. 1 rise in view of the statement
just made by the hon. member for L’'Islet
(Mr. Tarte) in regurd to appeals made to
the feclings of riace and of creed. It is true,
I attended a meeting in the town of Lachine.

at which the ex-Minister of Justice was

present. I had the pleasure of listening to
his able discourse on that occasion, and 1 .
was led to reply to a few points made by
bim. But the ex-Minister of Justice will
liear me out in this statement, that on that
cecasion I never said a single word aghinst
the present Premier of Canada because of
his having been connected with the Orange
order, nor a single word in favour of my
lrader in this House because of the fact
that he is of Catholic allegiance and of
French birth. T did not do so. and the ex-
Alinister of Justice knows it perfectly well.
Nevertheless., if T am to believe what has
appeared in the newspapers. on the very
day following the Minister of Justice, speak-
ing in a constituency in which the majority
of the electors belong to a relizion and race
entirely different from the electors whom
he addressed in Lachine, stated that Mr.
Brodeur and Mr. Devlin made appeals when
in the province of Qucbec based on the
ncial origin and faith of their leader and
declared against the Premier because of
the fact that he was an Orangeman. I
think it is only proper in view of the state-
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ments made by the hon. member for L’Islet,
that I should have the opportunity of
denxing  that accusation. I mnever made
such declarations, and if the ex-Minister of
Justice made in Cardwell the statement
attributed to him, he made an assertion
that was entirely wrong and inaceurate,
There was no necessity for making such an
appeal on the occasion referred to. What
were the facts 7 We witnessed a delight-
ful scene in the town of Lachine on that
memorable evening. We had with us the
present ex-Minister of Justice. who was then
Minister of Justice. We had also the present
Minister of Public Works. The ex-Minister
of Justice opened the meeting by stating
the position of the Government in regard to
its policy on the Manitoba school question.
He said, come what might., no matter what
might arise, the Government would
adhere to its policy of remedial .legislation.
It mattered not what difficulties might arise.
It mattered not what might transpire, the
. policy of remedial legislation would be
brought before this House. and if necessary
the Government woald fall by it or triumph
by it. I look to-night at the gentleman who
was then Minister of Justice, and I have
every reason to ask him, is it his intention
to have remedial legislation passed ? Mr.
Speaker, not only during the late recess of
Parliament, but during the last five years,
- we have made the charge that the Govern-
- ment never intended doing justice to the
minority in Manitoba. What are the facts ?
Those representing the Catholic minority of
Manitoba, when the legislation of 1890 ha:l
heen passed asked this Government to
disallow these Acts of whieh they com:
pliined. The Government of that time did
nothing. It is true an election was coming
along and the impression was circulated
througheut the province of Quebec that the
law would be disallowed, whereas in tho
province of Ontario an entirely different
- impression wasg created by the speeches de-
livered by the hon. gentlemen supportings
the Administration. The elections passed
and the Catholic people of Manitoba had
been humbugged. They were advised to zo
from court to court until finally they ob-
tained a verdict in their favour from the
highest tribunal in the land. Then it was
that this Government assured them that in
obedience to the judgment there delivered.
justice would be done. ‘This session was
called for the purpose of doing justice to
the Catholic minority of Manitoba by the
Government of the day. It was not called
for the purpose of showiung what counspira-
cies could exist and did exist within the
ranks of the Government, but simply for
the purpose of righting what they claimed.
and what I claim to have been a great
wrong. I ask you, Mr. Speaker, was there
ever such a wrong perpetrated upon any
pecple as that which has been perpetrated
by the ex-Minister of Justice and his bolting
colleagues upon the Catholic people of the

province of Quebec ? Why was it that they
put that speech in the mouth of His Ex-
cellency when they knew that they were
about to bolt ? Why is it that they advised
His Excellency to call this Parliament to-
gether for the purpose of passing a great
act of legislation when they knew perfectly
well that they had pot the slightest inten-
tion of passing that Act ? Why is it that
they ecalled Parliament together, bringing
members from every part of Canada, simply
to tritle with them as they have been doing
during the last four days ? Why is it that
they trifle as they have been doing with

that large class of the community having

business with the Parliament of Canada ?
Is Parliament simply to be a witness to the
antagonism which exists among members of
the Administration ? We are here, represen-
tatives of the people, in response to the call
of His IExcellency. anxious to transact the
business fer which Parliament was called,
and what do we find 7 We find that the
gentlemen who advised His Excellency to
call Parliament together know mnot what
their own mind is, and know not for what
purpose they did call Parliament together.
This, Sir, ig perhaps as sad a condition of
affairs as ean be found anywhere. I would
like to ask the present Minister of Public
Works, if he could stand upon the floor of
Parlinment to-day, as 1T saw him stand up
at Lachine a few days ago, and thank the
ex-Minister of Justice for his attitude on
the questivn  of remedial legislation ?
Only two weeks ago the Minister  of
Public  Works stood before a large
audience in the town of Lachine and
vave his rhanks in most profuse language
to the ex-Minister of Justice for his noble
stand, for his spirit of generosity to the
t'ztholic minority, and for the fact that he
was ready to sacrifice his political life to
uphold the principles of the constitution, I
ask the Minister of Public Works to stand
up to-day in the Parliament of Canada and
to repeat those thanks to his late colleague
the ex-Minister of Justice. Can the hon.
gentleman  (Mr. Ouimet) to-day thank the
ex-Minister of Justice for what he has done
for the Catholic minority ? This is the place
and this is the time, if such thanks can be
¢given with any degree of sincerity. I can
urderstand what the confusion of the Min-
ister of Public Works must be now. I

believe in my heart that the Minister of

Public Works thought that night, that the
Minister of Justice was sincere, and I
sympathize with him in the downfall of his
hopes and of his aspirations. Mr. Speaker,
1 simply rose for the purpose of correcting
the impression wehich had been created by
the speech of the ex-Minister of Justice in
Cardwell. No, Sir; not in Montreal Centre,
and not in the county of Jacgques Cartier
did we make appeals to feelings of race and
religion. Our opponents did that. Our op-
penents conducted in Montreal Centre the
most despicable campaign which was ever
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conducted in this country. We knew what
they could do. but we placed our trust in
the good sense and in the judgment of the
people of Montreal, and. Sir, we have Seen
the most gratifying results.  We appealed
solely on the ground that no faith could be
placed in the gentlemen who then composed
the Administration, because of the fact that
they were not sincere in the promises they
made. And. Sir, as we view that decimated
Administration, that weak and vacillating
Adniinistration, that Administration shorn
of its strongest elements (that is if we are
to Dbelieve the ex-Minister of Finance, be-
cause he claims all the intelligence of the
late Governinent for the * bolters ”')—we dre
satistied that the people understood what we
told them. We claimed that no faith could
be placed in them. Were we wrong when
we claimed that it was not a capable Gov-
crnment Y Were we wrong when we claimed
it was not a strong Government ? The
other day we witnessed the Minister of
I'inance in this House stating: We bhave
resigned because we have not strength, and
because we are incapable to govern this
country. That bore out the truth of our
claims in Montreal Centre. We insisted thay
the Government were incapable of governing
the country, because we pointed out the pro-
portions of the national debt, we pointed
out the immense amount of money which
had gone into wrong channels ; we pointed
out the louyg list of scandals, and we added
thgt the Government were unable to show
a good record of administrative ability. We
pointed out that the ex-Minister of Finance
has a worse financial record than any man
who ever had charge of the finauces of this
country, We affirmed that that gentleman
in one short year built up a deficit of five
million dollars, and if he touches a deficit at
all it has got to be five millions. The people
of Montreal Centre and Jacques Cartier un-
derstood the truth of these statements, and
the auswer they gave to them has smashed
the Administration to-day. Mr. Speaker, we
appealed to the electors of Montreai Centre
ou good honest grounds. We explained
what the platform of the Liberal party
was. They understood what it  was.
Thev appreciated the platform of the Lib-
eral party. They understood that if this
country is to be honestly zoverned, it must
not be governed by men who are con-
stantly boasting of their ioyalty when thare
is treason in their hearts, even against
their own leader ; for men who have trea-
son in their hearts against their own leader
cannot be expected to be loyal to their coun-
try. More than that, I would point out this
fact to the ex-Minister of Justice, that in
that very election of Jacques Cartier, where
he claims appeals were made by the Lib-
eral party to Roman Catholics and French-
Canadians, the majority of the English P’ro-
testants voted against the Administration.
That is about as good an answer, I think, as
he could wish to his statement in Cardwell.

Mr. DEVLIN.

No, Sir, we are quite satistied that if we
could ouly have the happiness of a dis-
solution of this Parliament to-morrow, there
will not be here at the next session of this
House any such men as the bolters, and
much less the present Government,

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, there is
just one phase of this question which has
not been thought about, that is, that if the
time of the present leader of the Govern-
ment is necessary for the reconstruction or
the filling up of the Cabinet, much more
time has been taken up in the discussion
this afternoon than the next two sittings of
the House would have taken. But, so far as
that question is concerned, I am not coing
to discuss it further than this: I under-
stand that it is unconstitutional to adjourn
otherwise than from day to day; but on
that question, I. individually, am perfectly
content to throw the entire responsibility
upon the Government. There is just one
other word I desire to say. that is, that
recently I had the pleasure of attending
several meetings in company with the hon.,
leader of the Opposition. both in Roman
Catholic and Protestant constituencies. As
I have the pleasure of understanding the
French language about as well as the Eng-
lish language. although. unfortunately, I
cannot speak it as well. I can certify that
on no occasion at any meeting did the hon,
leader of the Opposition divert from the one
course. He dealt with questions in exaetly
the same way before a I'rotestant commun-
ity as he did before a Roman Catholic ¢om-
munity. I was also a witness of the con-
test in Montreal Centre, and I can state,
and verify the statement most fully. that so
ffu' as the Liberal party is concerned, ques-
tions of race. nationality or religion did not,
In any sense, enter into the contest.

Motion to adjourn until the I4th jost,
agreed to, on division.

] Sir ADOLPHE CARON moved the ad-
Journment of the House.

Motion agreed to, and House

[otic adjourne
at 5.25 p.m. ! d

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

TvEespay, 14th January, 1896,

The SPEAKER took

the Chai
el air at Three

PRAYERS.

DOMINION ELECTIONS ACT.

Mr. McCARTHY moved for leave to in-
troduce Bill (No. 14) to amend the Dom?nil:n
Elections Act. He said : This is the same
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Bill that I introduced last session, and it is
for the purpose of making it plain that rail-
way companies shall not furnish passes to
enable electors to attend the polls. Our law
has Dbeen uncertain on this subject, while
the provincial law has beeen settled. I
think it is important, in view of the near ap-
proach of an election, that it should be per-
fectly clear that railway companies shall
not have the right to furnish passes under
these circumstances and that electors shall
not have the right to accept passes from
the railway companies when about to attend
the polls. The Bill is also intended to pre-
vent what is commonly known as * plug-
zing,” and to give facilities for the arrest
of personators.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first
time.

NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES ACT.

Mr. McCARTHY moved for leave to in-
troduce Bill (No. 15) to amend the North-
west Tervitories Act. He said: The pur-
pose of this Bill is to confer upon the Legis-
lative Assembly of the North-west Territo-
ries full and complete power in the matter
of education.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first
time.

IHOUSE OF COMMONXNS.

Mr. McCARTHY moved for leave to in-
troduce Bill (No. 16) to amend the Act re-g
specting the House of Commons. He said :|
This is a Bill which I trust I shall have thei
opportunity to press through. The important ;
provision of the Bill is that when a vacancy i
occurs in the House of Commons, the et‘fect;
of the Speaker's warrant shall not be de-|
layed or intercepted by the failure of tbe:
Government to name a day for the election,
and to appoint a returning ofticer. The Bill!
provides that if the Government do not ap-
point a day within a certain time after the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery receives |
your warrant, Mr. Speaker, the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery shall direct his writ to
the sheriff, or, if there be more than one
sheriff in the county, to one of the sheriffs,
and that the election shall take place within
a given time. The object, of course, is to;
prevent the abuse which, I am sorry to say, :
has prevailed under the present law. We
have had elections fixed by the Government
with reference only to their own interest,
or what they supposed to be their interest,
and without the slightest regard to the
power of this Parliament. Above all things
this Parliament ought to recognize the fact
that it is the supreme body in the state, and
this conduct on the part of the Government
is an insult which we ought to take the
earliest opportunity of resenting, and the
power which the Government seeks to exer-
cise of controlling this House is one of

62

which we ought to deprive them at the ear-
liest moment.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first
time.

VOTING BY EMPLOYEES.

Mr. RIDER moved for leave te introduce
Bill (No. 17) to facilitate voting by employ-
ces at the ¢lections of members of the House
of Conmmouns.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first
time.

MINISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Mr. Speaker, be-
fore the Orders of the Day are called, I
desire to express my regret that I am not
in a position to-day to make a final an-
nouncement in reference to the reconstruc-
tion of the Cabinet. The mnegotiations are
almost completed, and, to-morrow at three
o'clock when the House meets, I have no
doubt I shall he in a position to announce
definitely that the Cabinet is reconstrueted.
I move that the House do now adjourn.

Mr. WALLACE. Before the House ad-
journs 1 wish to make a statement. An
article appeared in the “ Mail and Empire ”
on Naturday last in which reference was
made to the anonymous letters attention to
which has been called in this House. In
that article it is stated that there is one man
in this country who has particular reasons
to feel uneasy. I have been told by several
members of the House of Commons that it
has been freely stated that I am the one
wan referred to in the article which has
appeared in the * Mail and Empire.” From
the rumours that are industriously circui-
ated and what bas previously appeared in
print I have come to the conclusion that
there is no doubt that I am the person al-
luded to and aimed at in the statement
which 1 have just read, and I have, further,
no doubt from what I have heard, but I
make the statement subject to contradiction,
that these rumours and the statement in the
Government organs have originated with
the Minister of Railways and Canals. © I
allude to the hon. member for Haldimand
(Mr. Montague), who, I wunderstand, is
Minister of Railways and Canals to-day.
Under these circumstances I have deemed
it right to add to the formal and explicit
denial that I gave to the House respecting
these anonymous letters on Thursday last
a full statement of all the facts and circum-
stances in connection wherewith that have
come to my knowledge.

Some time in the latter part of Jumne or
in the early part of the month of July last,
as I was returning home from the House of
Commons I was accosted by Sir Adolphe
Caron, then Postmaster General. He told
me that there was a conspiracy of the vilest
kind against him for the purpose of driving
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him out of the Government and ruining his
character. He went on to explain that this
conspiracy had been carried out. by the
writing of an anonymous letter to the Prime
Minister which cbarged him with having
received the bribe in connection with the
Montreal Belt Line Railway of $15.009) or
$20,000. In answer to my inquiries he sta-
ted that he suspected Haggart and Monta-
gue, to use his own words, of *being at
the bottom of it.” I asked him why Hag-
gart or Montague should seek in this way
to ruin him ? To which he replied that
some time previous to the receipt of the
anonymous letter, he and the then Minister
of Railways and Canals had bad sharp dif-
ferences as to the composition of the Cabi-
net. And Sir Adolphe Caron added that he
was looking round to try and ascertain who
it was that harboured such feelings against
him as would make them resort to suci
means to rnin him, and he could think ol
no others than Haggart and Montague. He
said that he had obtained affidavits and
papers and had cleared himsclf from the
imputations contained in the letter to the
satisfaction of boilh His Excellency the Gov-
error General and the Prime Minister, and
he proposed to bring the anonymous letter
to me and the letters and papers which had
satisfied the Governor General and Sir Mac-
kenzie Bowell that he was innocent of the
charge made in it. I had not heard any-
thing of this mattter prior to this interview,
por had I, in fact, seen Sir Adolphe Caron.
except casually. in connection with my de-
partmental business.

A day or 1wo afterwards he brought me
to his room in the House and showed me
the anonywous letter and also the other
docunients, which he read to me, and he
asked me as to whether I had any opinioa
as to the writer of the anonymous letter. 1
suw the letter then for the first time, and I
was impressed with the idea that the letter
was in the handwriting of Dr. Montague.
This opinion I mentioned to Sir Adolphe
Caron, saying that I thought his suspicions
were correct.

The next that took place in connection
with the matter was Sir Adolphe Caron
coming to my office with the letter and
asking me to compare it with the-letters
which 1 had in my department from Dr.
Montazue. This I did and I became more
firmly convinced than ever that the anony-
mous comunication was in Dr. Montague's
handwriting. He suggested that jt would be
better to have the letter submitted to an
expert in handwriting and I, with his know-
ledge and at his request, showed the letter
to gentlemen whose names I do not feel
at liberty to mention without their consent,
but who are perfectly well known to Sir
Adolphd Caron, and they were of the opin-
ion, without doubt, thart the anonymous
letter was written by Dr. Montague, and
they came to this conclusicn on the com-
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parison of Dr. Montague®s letters which
were then submitted to them.

Sir Adolphe Caron was not yet satis-
fied, and he suggested that it would be bet-
ter to have the opinion of the best expert
that could be procured. He ascertained that
Mr. Ames. of New York. was an expert in
the matter of handwriting, well known and
much thought of, and a man of the highest
rcputation in his profession. Sir Adolphe
Caron caused a photographic copy of the
anonymous letter, and six letters which un-
dcubtedly were written by Dr. Montague,
to be sent to Mr. Ames for the purpose of
ascertaining from him, whether in his opin-
ion, the writer of the six letters wuas the
writer of the anonymous letter. Thesc six
letters I have now in my hand and they are
subject to the inspection of Dr. Montague
or of aiy hon. member of the House who
desires to sce them, and if decmed proper
they will be laid upon the Table of the
Hcuse, but, as some of them are private in
their nature, I do not feel at liberty to do
that without the consent of the writer. The
opinion of Mr. Ames is contained in the
following communication, part of which [
now read, omitting the comparisons made
by him which are unnecessary to read. but
which I am quite willing to do if any hon.
member desires it ; they deal with the comn-
parison of the various letters and the style
of writing and are somewhat technical in
their nature. I will read a portion only of
the report of Mr. Ames, who, I am since in-
formed, stands at the very highest mark of
his profession, and I have the words of one
of the most eminent barristers in Canada
that on Mr. Ames’ opinion he would willing-
ly take a brief and be quite positive. This
is Mr. Ames’ report:

New York, 11th July, 1895,

This is to certify that I have made careful
examinatiom of the writing upon a photograph
of an anonymous writing, dated Montreal, 1Sth
December, 1834, addressed ‘ Dear Mr. Bowell,”
and marked by me for identification Aa. That [
have made areful comparison of this writing

| with that apon six other sheets marked by me

for identification, Al to A6 inclusive, and that I
reached a very clear conviction that all the said
writings were written by one and the same per-
son, writing Aa being disguised. 1 reached this
conclusion from the very numerous coincident
and highly personal and pecullar characteristics
I find throughout the two sets of writings. \Writ-
ing Aa iIs in what tends to be a back-bhand, but
of so vacillating a character as to make it ap-
parent that the author was accustomed to write
upon a direct slope. As an example I find the
date line inostly in a back-hand.

And so it goes on.. I will not read the whole
of the report, but just a portion here and
there. In another place, it says:

Letters identical in form and in their relation
to other letters are in exhibits A2 line 12, A3
lines 4, 5, A4 line 3, A5 lines 2, 6 and 12. The
final “r" of **dear,” and ‘“Mr.” are excep-
tional in the writing of Aa, but are duplicated
in Al line 2 twice, in A3 line 6.
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In another place it says:

Letters in form and relationship are almost
identical in A1l lines 3, 14, 17 and 18. The small
“b is peculiar in that it is usually made with
a short single stroke for a staff, example in Aa
lines 4 and 7. * * & = Letters similar in
character are in A2 lines 8, 11, 19, and in A3 line
S. A very peculiar and highly personal com-
bination is in the words ‘““of the” in Aa, the
beginning of line 14. * * * * Examples are
in lines 6, 9, 11, 13, 15 and 16 and others. Iden-
tically the same combination and relationship is
in A1l lines 7, 8 and 10.

He winds up as follows :—

In the examination of the writings Al to A6, I
find an exceeding variety of writing to be written
by one person, so different that from a ca-
sual examination, no two of them would be taken
to be written by the same person. They differ
in the forms of letters, in the slants of the writ-
ings, in the shade and in the movement. For in-
stance, Exhibit A5 is an open running hand,
while Exhibit Al is a compact, formal, large
band, while Exhibit A2 differs from either of
them and is more angular and written with less
facility than either of the others, indicating that
the writer has great versatility.

DANIEL T. AMES,
Examiner of disputed writing.

This letter was ultimately delivered to me
by Sir Adolphe Caron and is the original
opinion given by Mr. Ames himself. Sir
Adolphe Caron, anxious to be perfectly cer-
tain of the matter, forwarded another batch
of Dr. Montague’s letters to Mr. Ames for
the purpose of seeing whether this other lot
of letters corroborated the view which Mr.
Ames had aiready arrived at or affected
his opinion in any way, and Mr. Ames's re-
sponse by letter, which Sir Adolphe Caron
has, was to the same effect as his first opin-
ion—that the writer of the second batch of
letters was also the writer of the anonymous
letter. I heard nothing more about the mat-
ter until sowne time towards the end of Nov-
ember, or beginning of December, when Sir
Adoclphe Caron told me that another letter
sinmilar in character and purport to the one
of December, 1894, had been sent to the
Prime Minister, and he said it was in the
same handwriting as the first letter, and in
the second page the disguise was apparently
thrown off. He showed me the second
anonymous letter, and I was clearly of the
opinion that it was also in the handwriting
of Dr. Montague, and Sir Adolphe Caron
told me he intended to submit it to Mr.
Ames. 1 have only to add that when Sir
Adolphe Caron told me that he had reason
to suspect Messrs. Haggart and Montague
of being the instigators or writers of the
anonymous letters, it recalled to my recol-
lection that somewhere about the time Sir
Mackenzie Bowell’s Government was form-
ed, Mr. Haggart came to my office, quite an
unusual thing for him to do, for there had
been nothing more than official intercourse
between us prior to that time, and expressed
the greatest hostility towards Sir Adoiphe
Caron, using very violent language in regard

3 L

to him, and saying he ought to be driven
out of the Government. I may conclude by
saying that I felt bound. under all the cir-
cumstances, and the evident attempt that
has been made by Dr. Montague and his
friends to shift the odium of these anony-
mous communications to me, to make this
statement, and I must positively assert that
there is not s pretext for charging or insin.
uating that I had anything to do, directly or
indirectly, with the writing of either of
tbese communications.

Mr. MONTAGUE. I exceedingly regret
that under present circumstances. and at
this particular juncture, Parliament should
be troubled by the hon. member for West
York (Mr. Wallace) dealing with this matter
as he has thought fit to deal with it this
afternoon ; and more particularly do I re-
gret it, since it appears to me that the atti-
tude the hon. member for West York has
assumed this afternoon, can be taken as
nothing more or less than an insult to His
Excellency the Governor General, before
whom this matter has been placed in its
entirety, and who has absolved me, and
who has expressed his most perfect con-
fidence in me; and no Governor General,
much less Lord Aberdeen, would express
cenfidence in any Privy Councillor against
whom a taint of a suspicion such as this,
could be found to exist. For my part. I
stood before Parliament the moment this
charge was made, as confident that, when
the facts were known, I would be shown to
be entirely absolved, as I am that I stand
here to-day. I knew, Sir, from almost the
very first, the hostility that had prompted
the conspiracy to ruin me in the eyes of the
citizens of this country. I knew that the at-
tack upon me was not instigated by Sir
Adolphe Caron, with whom, I am glad to
say, I have always been on the most friendly
terms ; and did I possess the meanness wifh-
in me to do such an act, there was not with-
ir me, nor within sight, the motive to say
a word against Sir Adolphe Caron in his
connection with the Government, or his
place in this House. Sir, it is a serious
thing to charge any man with a conspiracy
in this regard, until you have the absolute
facts under your fingers upon which to base
the charge. I do not think now that there
is any necessity whatever for me to make
that charge. Am I the uncomfortable man
to-day in this Parliament with regard to
these anonymous letters ? I think Parlia-
ment will say I am not. Am I the gentle-
man asking the privilege of raising this
question for the puropse of casting off an
insinuation ? No, but another member of
this House seeks the ear of the House. What
for ? For the purpose of attacking me,
without making a direct attack, or for the
purpose of throwing off as against himself
Insinuations which seem to hurt him, which
seem to cut to the quick. S8ir, what is the
statement that bas been made here to-day
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by the member for West York ? Is it not} Sir ADOLPHE CARON. And had given

this : That when Sir Adolphe Caron went
to the member for West York he called his
attention to the fact that it was my hand-
writing ¥ What motive did the member for
West York have for this ? Is it not the
same motive which prompted the man who
wrote that anonymous letrer, and endeavour-
" ed to fasten the charge upon me, the motive
of desiring to ruin a man who, whatever
his fgults may have been, has done his best
upen the platform of this country for the
party to whieh he belongs, and for the
principles which he has held. I appeal to
niyy hon. friends opposite. I have hit them
as hard a3 1 could in public debate, but
there is not a man of them in this IHouse
to-day who will say that I have ever hit
below the belt, either in this House or upon
the platform, that I have ever yet done an
~act which should bring a blush of shame
to the fac2 of any man who is proud of his
rosgition as a Canadian in the public life
of his country. Sir, after this matter had
gone to His Excellency, after His Excellency
had looked into the matter between Sir
Adolphe Caron and myself, I think, in obe-
dience to the rules of decency, in obedience
to the respect in which we should hold the
representative of Her Majesty, and in obe-
dience td that respect which should guide
one member of this House in his intercourse
towards another, it might sell have been
let rest until the courts may deal with it,
until the courts will deal with it. And men
ere afraid that the courts will deal with it,
for when I came to engage a counsel in To-
ronto to deal with it, the best criminal coun-
sel in the province of Ontario, I found that
the member for West York had engaged him
in advance. 1 have only to say this, that
w hen this subject is dealt with in the courts.
and when the photographs of these letters
are distributed to members of this House,
and are printed in the press of this country,
there is not a man in Canada, expert or no
-oxpert, who will say that there is a trace of
resemblance between my writing and the
writing of those anonymous letters ; and I
wish to God, for the honour of this House,
and for the honour of Canadian publie life,
that another man in this House could say the
same thing. ‘

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. 1 need hardly
say how deeply I regret that the matter,
which I econsidered from the very first a
- matter personal to Dr. Montague and my-
self, should have been brought up again
this afternoon. I wegret more especially
that the hon. member who has made the
.statement which he has made, although
coming up to my seat and telling me that he
was going to make a statement, should not
have considered it necessary, as he was
using information which he supposed to
have come from myself, to let me see the
statement before he gave it to the House.

Mr. MONTAGUE. And had given me
notice. | |
Mr. MONTAGUE,

notice of lhis intention to proceed in this
matter. Now, Mr. Speaker, I do not con-
sider that the statement made by the hon.
gentleman changes in any way the position
of the case as it stands before the House
and before the country. I wish at this meo-
ment to express how deeply I regret that
His Excellancy’s name should be brought up
in connection with a matter of this Kkind.
But I kpnow that on both sides of the House
it will be the feeling of every hon. gentle-
man that if he did consent to look into the
matter, it was because of the fact that it
cepeerned two hon. gentlemen who were his
corstitutional advisers, and who were sitting
in the Cabinet with the Prime Minister
whom he had charged with the responsibility
orf advising him. I wish to say now, with-
out going into a discussion of the statement,
that the declaration I made the other day
ty the House is the one which I am prepared
to stand by. I received from Dr. Montague
a denial of his connection with the anony-
nicus letters. Beyond this, the circumstan-
ces under which he was supposed to be con-
nected with the case were explained to me
by the hon. gentleman. I stated openly and
frankly to the House, as I did to the Gov-
ernor General in a letter under my own
signature, that I accepted his denial. and 1
repeat it to-day ; and I think when a matter
of this kind has been settled in the manner
in which it has been settled between the
two parties interested, it would have been
better to have allowed it to remain as we
left it, after the Governor General had
given, not his sanction, but an expression of
his opinion that it was satisfactorily settled,
as 1 state again it was.

Mr. LAURIER. The House, I am sura.
will readily understand that I have no in-
tention whatever of even alluding to the
little episode of which we have just been
witnesses. I rise simply to address myself
to the statement made just now by the hon.
gentleman who leads the House with respect
to the 'negotiations that are now going on
between the Prime Minister and certain
parties with a view with reconstructing the
Cabinet. 1If I understood the hon. gentle-
man rightly, he told us that at the present
time negotiations were going on with cer-
tain parties, that they have advanced to a
certain stage but are not yet completed. but
he hopes that by to-morrow he will be in
a position to give to the House a full state-
ment. Under such circumstances I certainly
deem it my duty to put no obstacle in the
way of the Prime Minister, and I shall not
offer any objection to the hon. gentleman’s
motion. But perhaps the hon. gentleman
might tell the House, if he can conveniently
do so, if certain gentlemen who a week ago
to-day he told us would not serve under the
present Premier have thought better or
worse—I will not say which—but have, at all
events, thought differently and have now

gone half over to the fold. That is all the
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information I should like to obtain at the
present moment.

specting the importance of ﬁlling the port-

‘folio made vacant by the resignation of the

that information to-day, I would hardly ask"

the hon. gentleman to consent to an adjourn-
ment of the House until to-morrow. But 1

~account of that vacancy.

tell my hon. friend that I will not keep him
without that information any longer than
to-morrow at three o'clock. and 1 am sure,
the hon. gentleman would be disappointed.

as he has agreed to the adjournment, if I
were to give him any information until to-

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. If I could giv ef Hon. Mr. Angers, by the return to their

former positions
who deemed it their

in the Cabinet of those
duty to retire on
While it is frue
that this point was freely discussed De-
tween  the Prime Minister and his col-
leagues, it is equally true that the Prime
Minister did not regard that vacancey—the

“importance of filling which cannot be ques-

. tioned—as a sufficient reason for the resig-

‘nmorrow, when I can give him the whole:

pregramme, which I have already promised
to bring down.

Motion agreed to, and House adjourned at
3.50 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
\V]-:D.\'Esnn', 15th January, 1896.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o’clock.

PRAYERS.
NEW MEMBER.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honour to in-
form the House that the Clerk of the House
has received from the Clerk of the Crown
in Chancery, certificate of the election and
return

0f Edward Gawler Prior, for the Electoral Dis-
trict of Victoria, B.C. .

MEMBER INTRODUCED.

. Edward Gawler Prior, Esquire, member for the
Electoral District of Vietoria, B.C., introduced by
Hon. Mr. Daly and Mr. Mara.

MINISTERIAL RESIGNATIONS.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. Mr. Speaker,
before the Orders of the Day are called. I
desire to make a statement to the House.

And 1 wish to say that the statement I am
about to make has been submitted to the

Governor General by the Prime  Minister,
and I am authorized to say that, in its bear-
ings on the position of the Crown in mat-
ters, of this nature, it has His Excellency’s
approval. Since reference was made, in this
House, to the retirement from office of
certain members of the Government the
Prime Minister has had an opportunity of
carefully reviewing the circumstances con-
nected with these resignations, and bhas
satisfied Limself that the best interests of
the country would be served, notwithstand-
ing any differences of opinion that exist re-

3% .

nation of any member of the Government.
This view, however., was not concurred in

‘by some of his colleagues who urged that

‘a

! failed to fill the portfolio™
"evidently “ intended to go on with the trans-
laction of public business with an incom-

meeting of Parlianment with a Quebec
portfolic vacant might seriously imperil
certain important measures to be presented
during this session. He had reasonabie
hopes of being able to fill that position up
to the very day when Parliament met, and
was disappointed when his efforts failed.
After the opening of Parliament certain
members of the Government sent their
resignations to the Prime Minister. giving
among other reasons, the fact, that * having
and, that he

plete Cabinet,” they thought this course so
great “a departure from sound consti-
tutional practice and so weak. as a matter
of policy.” that they were *‘unwilling any
longer to remain as members of an incom-
plete Government.”

Mr. MULOCK.
it more incomplete.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. I think the hon.
gentleman will permit me to continue the -
statement. Since the receipt of the resig-
rations referred to. the objections put for-
ward by the Ministers who resigned have
been removed by the acceptance of a seat
in the Cabineft by the Hon. Alphonse Des--
jardins, a gentleman well known and es-
teemed in the province of Quebec for his
ability and integrity of character, and by
the acceptance to the Ministry of Sir
Charles Tupper, Bart. TUnder these cir-
cuinstances and with these objections re-
moved, the Ministers who resigned have
deemed it consistent with duty to their
country to resume the positions they re-
spectively held in the Government. It is
gratifying, therefore, to be able to inform
the House and the country that a Ministry
has been formed which will command the
support of the majority in Parliament and
enable us to proceed with the measures
foreshadowed in the Speech from the
Throne. The Government, as reconstruct-
ed, is as follows :(—President of the Council,
Hon. Sir Mackenzie Bowell ; Secretary of
State, Hon. Sir Charles Tupper, Bart.;
Postmaster General, Hon. Sir Adoclphe
Caron ; Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
Hon. John Costigan ; Minister of Finance,
Hon. George E. Foster; Minister of Ralil-

And therefore to make
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ways and Canals. Hon. John Haggart;
Minister of Public Works. Hon. J. A.
Ouimet ; Minister of the Interior, Hon. T.
Mayne Daly ; Minister of Trade and Com-
merce, Hon. W. B. Ives; Minister of
Justice. Hon. A. R. Dickey ; Minister of
Agriculture. Hon. W. H. Montague ; Min-
ister of Militin and Defence. Hon. Alphonse
Desjardins ; without portfolio. Hon. Frank
Smith, Hon. Donald Ferguson ; Controller
of Customs, Hon. J. F. Wood ; Controller
of Inland Revenue, Hon. E. G. Prior.

An hon. MEMBER. And Solicitor Gen-
eral ?.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. There is no
Solicitor General at present. This is the
statement 1 have the honour to lay before
the House. I move that this House do now
adjourn.

Mr. LAURIER. So, at last, Mr. Speaker,

after these long days of waiting, after the
public business has been blocked for almost
two weeks, after the House has been sub-
jected to the ignominy of dancing attend-
ance upon the pleasure of weak and vacillat-
ing men—vacillating by their own admis-
sion as stated here to-day—at last the
comedy is at an end ; and the end is what
might have been expected from the ex-
perience we have had in the past under
similar circumstances, just what every-
body might have foretold ;—the stray sheep
“have gone hack to the fold, the bolters have
eaten their words, and they are expected to
sit again under the man, who just a week
ago yesterday. they declared was too small
to he their leader. Sir, it is always the
same thing, everybody might have expected
it. These ministerial crises are becoming
ludicrously moncotonous in their regularity
and in their sameness. It is always the
same thing. A few days out in the cold and
they return to the fold. A general kissing and
embracing, an admission and confession of
guilt, pardon from all sides, and everything
serene and lovely on the surface; though,
I presume, still underneath there is a great
deal of klckmg, and swearing, and cursing,
and vilifying each other. In the month
of March last year my good friend, whom
I am sorry not to see in his usual seat at the
present time—he was at one time Minister of
Justice ; he is now simply a member of Par-
liament, my hon. friend from Pictou (Sir
Charles Hibbert Tupper)—gave a bad ex-
ample. One day, from the serene skies,
came a bolt from the blue. We were told by
the papers that he had withdrawn from the
Government ; but after a few days he asked
to be taken back again. One day we were
told that Achilles had withdrawn into his
tent, that he refused to come out. But, after
sulking a few days in the cold, he ecame back
repenting, subdued and tamed Then, in the
month of July, my hon. friend, the warrior
of the party, the former M-inister of Militia
and Defence, the present Postmaster Gen-
eral, and my hon. friend the Minister of Pub-

Sir ADOLPHE CARON.
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lic Works, did the like thing ; they also went
out in the cold, and, after three days, they
came back again, repentant, subdued, tamed.
Now, Sir, on this cccasion it wius not only one
or two, but even seven members of the Ad-
ministration who went out—what shall I
say ?—in a moment of weakness ?  Yes, it
is nothing else, by the confession of the hon.
gentleman—in a moment of weakness, and
they also came back to the fold. But I must
give credit to whomsoever credit is due. They
have exhibited upon this occasion a staying
power which their colleagues on the former
occasion did not exhibit. They remained out
ten days in the cold, but they found the cold
teo mueh for them, and they also eame back
tamed, subdued, repentant. Well, Sir, now,
in view of the result, it is not inappropriate
for us to look at the eauses which gave oc-
casion to this crisis. In view of the results
we have at the present time, it is not inap-
propriate to go back to the language which
was used on the former occasion by the hon.
Finance Minister, when he gave to the House
the reasons which had induced him and his
colleagues to take the very extraordinary
course they have taken. He stated, that
after the death of the late Sir John Thomp-
son, when the present Prime Minister. Sir
Mackenize Bowell, was called upon to form
a Government, they accepted indeed 1o
serve under hlm. though with great misgiv-
ings, and the course of events more than
justified those misgivings. The course of
events has shown that, though they had sup-
ported the Government wWith their gigantie
intellects, still the result had not been suceh
as one would have expected. They did not
obtain that measure of success which they
had reason to believe should meet their
efforts, and, therefore, tired and fatigued
with struggling in vain for a Government
which was weak, they had taken the course
of resigning. True it is, that before they
took that supreme course they had agiain
and again hinted to the Prime Minister that
it would be well for him to make way. But
the Prime Minister was deaf on that score.
He did not hear, at all events he did not
accede to those hints, and he remained ob-
durate. Then they took the only course
which was left to them to take, that was to
resign in a body. They wished to have a
strong Government,

A Government whose Premier could command
the confidence of all his colleagues, could satisfy
the Liberal-Conservative party that its strongest
elements were at its head, and impress the coun-
try that it had a Govemment which was united
and had power to govern.

This was the reason why they bolted. this
was the reason why they resigned, in order
that they might have the strongest Govern-
ment possible, in order to satnsfy the Liberal-
Conservative party that the strongest ele-
ments were at its head ;: and in order, last,
though not least, “to impress the country
that it ‘had a Government which was united
and had power to govern.” .Such was the
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ohject of the resignations. What is the re-
sult to-day * Why. Sir, the result shows
this, for one thing, taat, if there was weak-
ness, the weakness was not in the leader-
ship, but the weakness was in the follow-
ing. The leadership remains the same as it

was eight days ago, but the following has!

been strengthened. Six of the followers
came back to the foid. Another, it is true,
has remained outside, but the plums re-
main in the family, at all events, by the ac-
cession of Sir Charles Tupper. The following
has been strengthened, strengthened by the
accession of really a strong man in the per-
son of Sir Charles Tupper. Then, perhaps.
some vigour will be put in the vacillating
Premier. Well, Sir, I ask in face of what
has taken place, if all these scandalous pro-
ceedings have been justified by the result ?
Can the hon. gentleman who, 1 suppose,
will now resume his position as leader of
the House, declare that the Government has
at its head at this time a Premier who can
command the confidence of his colleagues
1 doubt it very much. Is this a Government
whose Premier can satisfy the Liberal-Con-
servative party *that its strongest ele-
ments are at its head,” that ** it has a govern-
ment which is united, and has power to gov-
ern 7" Why, Sir, if the country has been
impressed in any way, it has been impresse
with the conviction which now prevails,
that the Government is composed of a band
of plotters, and schemers, and conspirators,
whose bond of union is the cement of.office,
and whose only aim and purpose is their
own selfish and personal aggrandizement.
The paramount conviction at this moment
is that the hon. gentlemen opposite can
sacrifice anything and everything, honour.
friends. convictions, principles, so long as
they can remain in the piaces which they
have so long misused. Why. Sir, what
have we to-day 7?7 We had eight days ago
the announcement made on the floor of this
House by an hon. gentleman who was sup-
posed to speak with authority as to the
causes which had led to these resignations,
and to-day we learn that the true causes
were not given to us on that occasion. I am
sorry to use this language, Mr. Speaker,
but we have the confession made here, in
the hearing of the hon. gentleman who
leads the House at the present time, that
the reasons which were then assigned for
the withdrawal of himself and his col-
leagues, were not the true reasons, but that
the whole thing dated back to the month

of July last, when the Hon. Mr. Angers re-

signed his seat in the Cabinet and did not
return to the fold. This was the reason.
We have known all along that such was the
reason. We have known all along that the
Cabinet was divided upon the same ques-
- tion at the present time. Sir, to-day have
we a complefe Government ? No, Sir. we
have still the rump of a Government. we
have not yet a complete Government. Well,
Sir, I leave the hon. gentlemen and their

i

! the

colleagues, and their followers, to the re-
flections which must arise in their minds
at this moment. Further than this I will
not say. I remember on a certain occasion
when there was a political commotion in
England. Mr. Disraeli was then in his
prime, but was not taking part in the
affair ; and when he was asked the ques-
tion why, he answered that he was loth by
word or deed to take anything away from
effect of the lamentable exhibition
which the Government was making of it-
self in the eyes of the country. Sir., 1
would be loth myself, by word or deed. to
say anything that would diminish from
the result, or from the effects which must
follow from the lamentable. from the humi-
liating, from the base axhibition which the
Government have made of themselves
during the last eight days in the eyes of
the country at llr;:e.

Sir ADOLPHE CARON. When I brought
down the announcement which I made to
the House, I realized the great disappoint-
ment which hon. gentlemen on your left, Mr.
Speaker, would experience from the fact
that a strong Government, one which we
believe will control and command- the con-
fidence of the country, has been formed, no
doubt to the regret of the supporters of the
hon. gentleman who leads Her Majesty’s
loyal Opposition. 1 felt that the hon. gentle-
man and his friends must have seen that
their chance of reaching the Treasury
berches could only come to them through
dissensions in or the breaking up of the
Conservative party ; and, Sir, I venture to
state that the reasons which have been given
in the statement that I laid before the House
are reasons that must appeal to the country,
and must prove satisfactory to the people.
What is the reason which induces the hon.
gentlemen to return to the portfolios swhich
they had considered it their duty to vacate ?
It was because. as stated in this document,
they felt that, in the interests of the country
they should put aside any consideration ex-
cept the one of public interest, and for that
reason, and that alone, they have come back
and form to-day the Government which I
have announced to the House. The hon. gen-
tleman (AIr. Laurier) has spoken of several
crises which have taken place. and he has
drawn the attention of the House to the fact
that in April one hon. gentleman left the
Government, and that in July two other hon.
gentlemen resigned, and the last crisis,
which has lasted. as he said, two weeks, but
it has continued not quite that leno'th of
time, he has spoken of as indicating, on the
part of the Government, a state of‘ affairs
in the constitution of the Cabinet which
rendered it unfit to control and govern the
destinies of the country. S8ir, I venture to
express the opinion that when troublesome
questions arise it is not only possible, but it
is natural to suppose that great differ-

ence of opinions must arise between mem-
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bers composing the Cabinet; but when those
differences disappear. when those men. sink-
ing their personal views and opinions, band
together for the general good. and determine
to stayv together to carry out the most im-
portant matters of public interest that have
ever come before the country. I think the
people of Canada. at least. whatever houn.
- gentlemen on your left., Mr. Speaker. may
say, will find that the reasons which induc-
ed them to resume their portfolios were sucii
as will receive the approbation of public
opinion. 1 am, therefore. not in the least
‘surprised at the manner in which the ex-
planations have been received by the hon.
lesder of the Opposition. 1 felt that he
wceuld be disappeinted. but this is one of
those numerous disappointments which lie
has already experienced. and which he must
put up with once more.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Mr.
Speaker, it is not often I feel it to be my
duty to differ from the hon. gentleman who
sits Desides me Mr. Laurier), but few as
those oceasions may be, this, T am bound to
confess, is one of them. My hon. friend will
pardon me when I say that he takes the hon.
centlemen opposite quite too seriously.  Sir,
he assumes that he is dealing with respoins-
ible statesmen. Now. viewed from that
standpoint, 1 must admit that my  hon.
friend has not said a word too much, and.
in fact. a good deal more mizht justly be said
than he has said. But I subnit to this hon-
ourable body that that is not the true stand-
point from which those hon. gentlemen's
actions should be regarded. Sir, as I under-
stand it, we are here in the presence of the
Royal Ottawa Low Comedy Troupe, and we
should be grateful! to them for the grea
benetit they have done us as a party. and
for the amusement they have afforded., not
only to us. but to all Canada. during some
time past. As I understand it. and [
submit this to my hon. friend with all defer-
ence, what we have been listening to, after
all. has really been a sertes of rehearsals.
We had No. 1 rehearsal—because I can
hardly count-the little episode of the hon.
member for Pictou (Sir Charles Hibbert
Tupper) as one—a  sort of undress re-
hearsal. as we may ecall it, in July, when
three members of the Cabinet went out, and
one of them. being a person of some honour
and self-respect, stayed out. Then we have
lately had what I may call a full dress re-
hearsal, when seven members went out. and
practically seven came back. because the
mere substitution of junior for senior, or
senior for junior, really hardly affects the
situation, as no one will more frankly admit
than the hon. member for Pictou. Now these
hon. gentlcmen being pretiy nearly letter
perfect. we can have the real performance,
whicli will not long be delayed. when all
will: o out and none come back. In the
meantime, Mr. Speaker, allow me to congra-
tulate those hon. gentlemen on the magnifi-

Sir ADOLPHE CARON.

~ Some hon. MEMBERS.

cent spectacular effects which they have
produced entirely regardless of expense. I
think you, Mr. Speaker, will admit, and I
think all constitutional authorities from the
hen, member for Bothwell (Mr. Mills) down,
will admit it is of the highest moment that
the Ministry of the day. under a form of
covernment like ours. should command the
respect of the great mass of the people of this
ceantry, and the contidence ot their fellows,

Rir. I think' those hon gentlemen stayed
out too longz. when they allowed the weekly
issues of the Conservative press to be sent
to the country. and if I am any judge of the
effect produced, it is only too plain that they
have atterly failed either to inspire respect
in the country. or confidence among their
own fellowers. Now, 8ir. let us consider
for a moment what this whole faree means,
It means, in my judzgment, nothing less and
nothing move than this: that this whole
business has been transacted for the pur-
pose, and for uo other purpose, than to
make room for my ancient acquaintance,
Sir Charles Tupper. Baronet of the United
Kingdom. S8ir. it is impossible that even
such a crew as T see yonder
Oh.

CSir RICHARD CARTWRIGIIT. 1t ix im-
possible that even sach a ¢rew could dream
of returning except on a most distinet under-
standing. whether written or verbal, that
within a very shiort space of time Nir M:ac-

kenzie Bowell must make way for Siv
‘Charles Tupper, Bart.

Mr. POPE. You are right for once.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Yes,

right for once and right always, and right
all through. XNot even their fronts of brass
(and I give them ecredit for any imaginable
quantity of that commodity)—not even their
fronts of brass could endure—and | will
do them that justice. and particularly rto
the Minister of Railways will T do that jus-
tice—could endure to sit very long under Sir
Mackenzie Bowell in Council afrer what
has passed between them. And now. Sir,
as to Sir Mackenzic Bowell himself, and lLiere
I candidly confess that I feel some pity for
that hon. gentleman. TUp to the present
time, Sir Mackenzie Bowell might have
commanded the sympathy, not merely of
a great number of his own followers, but
of a large proportion of the people of this
country irrespective of party. That was a
sympathy which naturally went out to an
old leader fighting for his life with his back
to the wall against seven treacherous min-
isters. But, Sir, I am sorry to say for
fir Mackenzie Bowell that although I am
ready to make large allowances for him. I
muvst say that he cannot expect the same
measure of our sympathy and respect when
he sinks to play the part of a warming-pan to
one of the most corrupt politicians our coun-
try has ever known. As I have said, Mr.
Speaker, Sir Charles Tupper, Bart.. is a
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very ancient acquaintance of mine.
the word ¢ fame * in its scientific definition,

per, if not precisely well known in all the

churches, is well known in all the provinces :

of this Nominion. It is well kuown that he
craduated with very high honours in his
own' peculiar school in Nova Scotian many
yvears ago.  Nova  Scotia—Tarida  nutrix
leonum,” which if my hon. friend from Piec-
tou (Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper) will permit
me. 1 will freely translate—Nova  Scotia,
which has produced so many eminent men,
but which has also been the dry-nurse, aye,
and the wet-nurse teo. of the meost highly de-
veloped type of Tory boodlers this country
has ever known. I say thit with the meost pro-
found apology to those of my hon. friends
frem Nova Scotia who have helped us so
well in driving that valuable class of in-
dividuals 1o the wall New., Sir, I am
hound to say that knowing what trewmen-
dous pressure was cexercised on Sir Mae-
kenzie Bowell, I feel considerable pity for
that hon. gentleman. I have no doubt what-
ever that his intentions originally were right,
and 1 think some of those whom 1 know
to have exercised this pressure upon him
for the purpose of bringing together at ah
costs and. at all hazards men who have no
possibie ground for respecting or trusting
each other ; I say, Sir. these men mdght very
well have spared him that.  But
same, and 1 =ay it with regret, I have to
say to Sir Mackenzie Dowell. that if there

be anything on earth which could jus-
tify the conduct of these gentlemen. it ‘s

that he himselt., by his own conduct in ad-
mitting thom once more to his counceils. has
gcne far to justify them. And now. Mr.
Speaker, as to the statements which have
been made. T have been given to under-
stend—though I cannnot
the idea has got abroad—I have heen given
to understand that there have been some
persons in this House who have insinuated
in times past that 1T did not always
the implicit eredence which I ought to have

dene to the statements made by hon. gentle-
men opposite.. T have been told so. Permit:

me to say on this oceasion, I am prepared to
state here in my place in Parliament,
I attach implicit credence to the statemoent
made—that is to the statements they
have severally made about each other.

I understand the rulings which were fre-

quently laid down by the Chair in this
. may he shed by certain threatened lawsuits
and I mean to do my duty.:

House, that is my duty as a member of

Parlia ment,
1 believe also,
to correction,

I am here

is my

and open

that it
in the lefrnslature. similar courtesy.
that be your ruling, and I presume it is,
I feel that I am llkewxse bound to extend
the same implicit credence to the state-
ments which have been made by the hon.!
the Premier in his place in the other Cham-
ber. 1t is in the recollection of some hon. |

Using
+in the hearing of many gentlemen -around
I may say that the fame of Sir Charles Tup-'

“unpa

all the

~when

imagine how-

atrach

that .

As .

constitu- :

tional duty to extend to the other Chamber
It

centlemen here that the hon. the Premier,

me, deseribed himself not many days ago—
I do not think you were in the Chair at the
time, Mr. Speaker—desceribed himself on the
floor of this House as having been living
in a nest of traitors. Whether he did
that ov not. there is no doubt whatever that
in his place in the Senate Chamber, speak-
ing of this transaction. the Premier de-
celared (I have got his words herey that the
conduct of his colleaguex to him had been
aleled in British history. And he
went on to remark, although not exactly in

“these words, that he feared they weri- a set

of ruthians who had noe reverence for gray
hairs. This he said. tegether with many
other remarks of a similar chinracter, which
will be found extended at considerible
lengih on the pages of the senaterial = Han-
ard.” 1 osuppose I must believe the statee
menis made by the Preurier of this country
in his place in the Senate. and I will
endeavour to do my  duty  aceordingzly.
KRimilarly. Sir. I feel that when the Minis-
ter of Finance, speaking for himself and
friends, and speaking, mind you, not lighily,
but speaking from a decument eavefully
prepared and revised : when that gentle
man. with exceedingly little ¢ircumlecation,
declared in the course of the document that
the Premier of Canada was an old fool! and
an obstinate one at that—-

Mr. FOSTER. * Ipsissima verba.”

Qir RICIHARD CARTWRIGHT. Well, T
think that is an accurate if not a literal
translation. 1 suppose. Mr. Speaker. [
must  believe the Finance Minister. too,
he made that declaration. I
suppose it is my duty to believe him,
and I will endeavour to do my duty on this
oceasion as always. Now, so far the case
is plain sailing. because, Mr. Speaker. you
will observ tall the attention of
the Hoeuse carefully to the fact—you will
observe that the statements made by the
Premier and the Minister of Finance are
not at all necessarily irreconcilable. In
point of fact, some people have said that they
o far 1'oﬂpoct1volv each to prove the other.
But. Sir, I am in a little dilemma. What
am I to do if a case should avise in which
two of these hon. gentlemen should contra-
dict each other, and that is a possibility.
Light may arise out of the darkness, even
if it is from the lurid illumination which

on the subject. but as yet we are
in darkness. However, one great diffi-
culty has been taken out of my way.

Sir, it has been my privilege, and I have
no doubt it has been yours, to peruse
" certain affectionate letters—I might almost
call them an amatory correspondence—
‘which lately passed between my esteemed
friend the Postmaster General and another
'emment member of the late confraternity.
! Sir, I feel it my duty for purposes of illus-
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tration to read these letters in order that
they may not be lost to posterity. They
are as follows :—and they are not anony-
mous, Mr. Speaker :— ‘

‘ Ottawa, Jan. 13, 1896,

‘“ Dear Sir Adolphe Caron.—Although I have
already in my place in Parliament denied any
complicity whatever in the matier of these anoay-
mous letters, I wish to repeat in this personal
manner my emphatic denial of having been in any
way connected with their authership. I wish at
the same time to say that 1 entirely acquit you
from the suspicion of having been the cause of
communications to the press in regard to this
matter.

““ T remain, yours faithfully,
“W. H. MONTAGUER.”

The reply is worthy of the preceding :

‘““ Dear Dr. Montague.—In reply to your letter
I fully accept your repudiation of the anonymous
letters, as, indeed. I have already stated
Parliament, and 1 regret the annoyance to which
you have been subject in the publication of an
allusion to the matter in the press. T wish to
~add that I am giad that you exonerate me from
the suspicion of having been the source of any
communication to the newspapers upon the sub-
ject. ‘

‘““ Yours truly,
‘“ ADOLPHE CARON.”

Now, Sir, I think our fair friends, the hon.
Postmaster General’s fair friends, looking
at all the surrounding circumstances. will
~agree with me in designating these letters
as sweetly pretty. Here is the point, Sir,
and the reason why I have introduced
them : they illustrate in & most remark-
able way the value of the ruling which I
have been endeavouring to comply with, and
the duty of all public men to believe as
- true all statements made in Parliament.
Just think of it. Mr. Speaker. But for that
excellent rule—I put it to the hon. Post-
- master General-how could he and Dr.
Montague have fallen on each other’s necks
and wept and gushed over each other as
they have done just now ? Verily, Mr.
Speaker. wisdom is justified of her child-
ren, and xo are your rulings. Now. Sir,
I think that in many ways the explanation
- we have just heard. and in fact the whole
performance from start to finish. forms a
most fitting climax to the history of this
present Parliament. This Parliament. Sir,
is likely for many reasons to occupy a per-
fectly unique position in Canadian history.
It has done several things which no Parlia-
ment ever did before. and which, if I may
~venture a prediction, no Parliament will
ever do again. In the first place, Sir, this
fs 2 Parliament which is on the high road
to get six years' indemnities for five
Years' work. In the next place. it is
exceedingly likely to be the only Par-
liament in Canada to expire by ef-
flaxion of time. In the third place,
it is the only Parliament I have ever
heard, known or read of in any English-
speaking community which deliberately re-

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.

in

fused to investigate a charge against a Min-
ister of the Crown preferred by a member
in his place; and it is most assuredly the
only Parliament that has ever sat in any
community I have ever heard of in which,
when a Minister of the Crown has Leen
accused of high crimes and misdemeanours,
that Minister has been allowed to choose
his own judges and draw up the charges
to suit himself.

Mr. FOSTER. Order.

Sir RICIHHARD CARTWRIGHT. T think
I am in perfect order. 1 am stating what
is on record; I am stating what was
drawn up and made the basis of a royal
commission issued. the more shame to
them. in the mrme of Her Majesety,
by - these  gentlemen, tor  the  purposxe
of giving effecet to the identieal thing
to whieh 1 have alluded.  Well,  Siv,
all I ecan say is that the parliamentary
majority that would sanction such proceed-
ings is a most fitting complement to the
Cabinet we now sec¢ before us. The Parlia-

ment are worthy of the Cabinet; the
Cabinet are worthy of the Parliament.

Sir, I did think on Tuesday week that we
had reached the lowest depth of degrada-
tion to which it was possible for a Canadian
Parlinment to sink: but 1 see that 1 was
wrong. To-day's proceedings have con-
vinced me that even in the lowest depths
a lower deep can yet be found. I think
it was Oliver Wendell Holmes, or some
other gentleman equally eminent in
psychology. who declared that the real way
to get at the truth as to any man ov thing
was to apply the rule of triangulation to
such person or thing. Sir, I propose to apply
that rule to the Cabinet. I know pretty well
what is the opinion of them held by the
Liberal party. and I can form a pretty
shrewd guess what is the opinion enter-
tained of them by every true. Conservative.
But it is interesting to see these things in
profile, and it is ‘my happy privilege to be
able to afford a side light as to how they
strike our neighbours, the citizens of the
great American Republic.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGIIT. Was

that remark made by an hon. gentleman

who, if not a naturalized citizen. is a
large property holder in some portions of
the great American Republic ? As it hap-
pened very recently, four of these hon. gen-
tlemen were travelling either in the United
States or in the immediate vicinity of the
United States. They were, as T am inform-
ed, the hon. Minister of Trade and Com-
merce, the hon. Minister of Agriculture,
the hon. Minister of Finance and the hon.
Minister of Railways. On this particular
oceasion, Sir, they were not screened from
the vulgar gaze within the sacred precinects
of the car “ Jamaica ;” but they were travel-
ling in an ordinary Pullman car like com-
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mon mortais such as you and me, Mr,
Speaker. Av gay rate, they were identified,
and a frien? of niine pointed them out to
an American gentleman travelling
him as distinguished Canadian luminaries.

An hon. MEMBER. Chestnut.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. \\'ell.
the story will suit. I dare say some hon.

centlemen have heard it betore. and it 1\j

just as well that they should hearv it again,
It so happened that the American 3*omle
man had not seen these four pillars
stiate before.
carefully.,
theni, delivered it
* Rteanger, if them
Councillors and
Queen Vietoria, then, stranger.
it before and 1 never thought to say it all.
but T do say now and say it from the
very bottom of my heart. God Save the
Queen.”™  Nos, Mre. Speaker, in sad
sober  seriousness, onhe word 1more.

in these few

four fellers are Privy

As

I said at the outset, if there be one thing
To -
the good working of representative govern-

which 'is more essential than another

ment, it is that the men who :are chosen
from the
discharge the important functions of gov-
ernment in any country shail be men whe

conmmuand the respect and honour of the
bulk of the community at least. Sir, 1

say—and in saying it I will have the con--
man in Canada.—.
that the honour and character of its public!

currence of every true
men are the most valuable possessions of
any people,
thing which
the honour

to lower and degrade
amd character of public men
in any country., tends to lower and
egrade, in the very highest degree. the
morality of that whole community ; and
I say that all the churches. colleges, clergy-
men and schools collected together ean
de will fail to undo in

tends to

people—and that speedily—purge and purify

themselves from all connection with them
Ly inflieting condign punishment on the
men who are responsible for such svenes.
We can well believe, knowing what I know,
looking at the character of the patent com-
bination now before us, that it they are
left in office for a very short time indeed.
they may plunge this country into entangle-
ments which will eost pt the very lenst
$100,000,000 to escape from.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. My hon.

friends have not sat in Parliament as long=

as I have or they would know that the pre-
decessors of these men, for the purpose of

concealing their infamy, for the purpose !
of buying a ransom from the con-
scquences of the first Canadian TPacifie i

- with:

of the .
ITe regarded them long and!
and when asked his opinion of ¢
words $f

Advisers of Her Majesty
I never saild:

and

representatives of the people to:

I say furthermore that any--
de-
generations  the
evil which has been done by such exhibi-!

‘tions as those we have been compelled to
witness within the last few days unless the

1 of that here to-day.

fxeandal—and it was  not worse  than
. this—deliberately added more than $100,000,-
{000, or what if capitalized would have re-
presented more than  $100,000,000 to the
capital expenditure of Canada more than
twenty years ago. These men are just as
capable as their predecessors of adding
- 100,000,000 to our debt and charges; but
“for my part, grave as that may be, I would
rather see S200,000,000 thrown into the sea
“than see Canada degraded as she has been
. by the exhibition of falsehood, of treachery,
of meanness, of wenkuess amd cowardices
which thix country has witnessed in the
last few days. : ‘

Mr. DAVIN., The hon. gentleman who
“has just taken his secat has spoken of a
comedy troupe.  Well, Sir, if he pursued
that figurative way of regarding the present
sitnation, I think he would on secing these
walleries crowded amd  looking  at  this
House, tilled  as  they are to-day. have
asked  thoxe who il the  galleries
and the House: ™ What wenr jyou out
for to see ¥ They came here to-lay
expecting to hear the hon. gentleman who
has just taken his seat ‘and the hon. cen-
tleman who leads the Opposition make such
an attack on the Government of (Canada
as would ring throughout the length and
“breadth of the land. Well, what went they
out for to see ¥ A reed shaken by the wind ?
“\Why, a reed shaken by the wind would be
respectable compared with the hon. gertle-
man and his leader. Rir, the hon. gentle-
man went on very well for a few minutes,
“with his (‘n'otull\' prepared jokes and his
cstudied impromptus, conned day by day
~and by the midnight lnmp. until he began
“to review the Government as reconstruct-

“ed and pointed out one new element in that
Government.  And., Sir, Macbeth, at the
“famous feast, when the ghost of Banquo
“appeared to him, was never so unmanned
ras was the hon. gentleman by the speetre
of Tupper that rose before him. From the
moment that he uttered the name of Sir
Charles 'Tupper, Baronet, the sinking of
“heart that came  info  his  breast many
many a time, the chicken guivering
his frock coat., which he had
;oftem felt when the war-horse of Cum-
‘berland neighed, made itself again felt.
: Sir, the Right Hon. Sir John Macdonald
‘was a keen observer of men; and I well
remember his sitting where my hon. friend,
the Miaister of Finance (Mr. Foster) sits
anow, and looking over and remarking how
much afraid the hon. gentleman who has
taken his seat was of Sir Charles Tupper,
i Baronet. And. Sir, we have seen something
Why., as I once or
! twice pointed out here, if we are to cauvass
this Conservative Geovernment with the
gwew of changing it, we have to ask the
i question : What Government shall succeed ?
H
!

fand
r beneath

Sir, we have heard the two leaders of the
Oppoeition to-day under circumstances that
give to a leader of the Opposition a great
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chance. T say that every member of the ;|
Conservative party who hears me is ready ;
to acknowledge that the circumstances were ‘
peculiar, and gave any competent leader|
of men in this IHouse an immense chance. !
And what has been made of ity My hon.!
fricnd who leads the House has not risen |
equal to the occasion.

Some hon. MIEMBERS.

Mr. DAVIN. T should have said my hon.
friend who leads the Opposition. If there is
any comfort in the slip. the hon. gentlemen
may have it. I say the hon. gentleman who |
leads the Opposition has not risen to the!
oceasion to-day. There is no man in this;
House who likes the hon. leader of the
Oppositicn better than 1:do. He is a scholar, |
‘and a gentleman and a man of great charm |
of manner ; but, Kir, he is not a leader of
men-—he is an academic personage. He is |
altogether too nice for the high position |
he occupies ; and T say that to-day he has

You are right.

‘not availed himself of the opportunity |
which the circumstances gave him. And:

-as for the hon. gentleman who would be
our Finance Minister, if we were to change
sides, what has he done ¥ Why, he has
been simply telling us o story that belonged !
to the hon. member for Wellington (Mr. !
McMullen). A swatesman of the standing of
the ex- Finance Minister—what constituency
does the hon. gentleman represent ? He has |
‘been from constituency to constitueney, and |
T do not reeollect which one he represents |
now, ' ' ‘ '

An hon. MEMBER. South Osford. |

Mr. DAVIN. From a gentleman occupy-:
ing the position in this House which the
hon.  member for South Oxford does, we
naturally expect somerhing. But on this |
ocension he has simply heen a political rag-
picker in the MecMullen heap. To-day. Sir. |
we not only get instruction in the news-

papers from the pen but also from theg
pencil, and in the “World” ;xewspapor%
there ave appearing some very clever |

I

pictures of political thought by a man of |
real genius, Mr. ITunter. I hope that that ;
gentleman will send down to posterity for-!
ever a picture of the hon. gentleman who |
had just taken his seat as the political rag-:
picker in the MeceMullen heap. Let me say |
this. " These gentlemen have given us:
nothing but comedy, and low comedy de-‘;
generating into farce that ceases to be'!
laughable and becomes painful. Let me

at such a crisis as this in the history of the
Empire and in the history of Can-
ada, men such as we see Dhefore us
should obtain portfolios. That was our fear.
Now, Sir, the two hon. gentlemen who spoke

have made no points against the Govern-
nment as reconstituted.  As a matter of fact
the Government has Dbeen reconstituted.

According to the statement of the IFinance
Minister these gentlemen went out because
they wanted a stronger Government ; and,
although I am not here to undervalue any,
though no man can value more highly than
I do the administrative ability, the great
talents of ‘my hon. friend the ex-Minister
of Justice. at the same time I am sure
that he will agree with me, as the country
agrees with mie at this moment. that there
cannot be the least doubt that the Covern-
ment has been strengthened. The presence
of Sir Charles Tupper, Bart., in that Govern-
ment strengthens it. The announcement
made by the Finance Minister is an import-
ant one. He said that the Conservative
party ought to have the strongest possible
Government. - Tle said that was the aim we
should have in view, and, in the course of
two weeks they have given us a Government
much stronger than the one that preceded
it. And. Sir. the principle then enunciated
is a prineiple that the people of Canada and
the members of this House will holid the
Government to: and on succeeding ocea-
sions, when that Government shall be recon-
structed again or added to again, T hope that

i this principle will be followed, and that not
i merely will local considerations, geographi-

cal considerations, ethnolgical and theolo-
gical considerations have weight, as is too
often the case whatever party may bLe in
power in Canada with our unfortunate
mesaic politics—but that the question of
ability to fill a ministerial position will also
be taken into account. Whatever party may
be in power here, the sooner we adopt and
carry out the methods of the English con-
stitution as carried out in England the bet-
ter. We have a replica of the Britisle con-
siitution in this Canada of ours, but we have
not its methods. The method in England is
to take men into the Government because
of their weight in Parliament ; and the con-
sequence is that, at each successive change,
at each successive reconstruction of the
Government in England, you have men in
the Government capable of dealing with the
vast and complex questions of an entire
Empire. But here we sce pressure brought

say i
one word seriously of the situation. Sir, 1/ fo bear because a man is of this colour or
consider that the situation. was one that that, of this stripe or that, irrespective of
gave great auxiety to the country and.the important question, not whether he is
great’ anxiety to the Comservative party.|fit to manage a department, for that is not
And one of the greatest anxieties to patri- ! enough, but fit to be one of the leaders of
otic - men was this, that it did afford a ! Canada, one of the pillars of the state. We
chance—a desperate chance—to the gentle- ! should aim higher than we do, we should
men on the Opposition side of getting into : heve mnot merely men fit to manage
power. T say that the fear that was in the | 2 department, but men of adequate knowl-
hearts of patriotic men was not that power ; edge, men of the highest ability we can
and patronage might pass from us, but that { find, and we should have those ‘who can

Mr. DAVIN.
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fairly claim the high title of gentleman.
Sir, I rose merely because of my disap-
pointment. I came here for a treat; I came
here expecting that the leader of 'the Op-
pcsitiom or his first lieutenant. or probably,
my hon. friend from Bothwell (3Mr. Mills),
or. it may be my hon. friend who ecan roear
like a lion and coo like a sucking dove, the
hon. member from Prince Edward Island
(Mr. Davies) would afford us that treat.
But the fact is that these gentlemen were
not equal to the occasion, and we need nevor
expect them to be equal to the oceasion as |
it rises. Above all the point of impm'tanc-e;
is that the Government has been streng-!
thened. The appearance of Sir Charles '
Tupper, Bart., in the Government has fright-|
ened the wits out of gentlemen opposite. !
The addition of my hon. friend. Fon. Mr.
Desjarding. also greatly increases the! C
strength of the Government, for Mr. Desjar-.
dins is not only 'a man of ability. but, as !
the hon. leader of the Oppoqitmn too well'
knows, he represents an element in Quebec
that is of great force. &\ eIl Rir, we have al
stronger Government, and I think that the!
events of this day prove that we have a:
w v.ﬂwr Opposition.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E. L) I am sure, Mr. Speak- |
er, that it must be a matter of poignant;
regret. to my hon. friend the leader of the;
Opposition and my hon. friend to my left|
(Sir Richard Cartwright) that they were not |
able to make speeches upon this occ‘mon'
sufficiently interesting to -please the taste ot |
the hon. member for Assiniboia (Mr. Davin). ,
That hon. gentleman has told us thqt there :
is nothing that he despises more than stu-
died impromptus and (fnerullv-pu-pmod
witticisms. I am not surprised at that, %u.;
because the hon. gentleman has given the!
House a greater surfeit of these things than |

oy other man I know. I think I remember
that a few years ago, the hon.
. undertook a pilgrimage to Stmtt‘ord; having
prepared a very learned and brilliant ex-
tempore lecture to be delivered from the
public platform in that -city—production
bristling with witticisms, and not only that
but with interruptions from small I)ovs and
Ylever retorts with which the interrupters
were instantly erushed. For one reason or
auother the hon. gentleman did not reach
his destination. Nevertheless we had the
speech with the -carefully-prepared im-
-promptus which were not even delivered
all fully reported in the columns of the next
morning’s * Citizen.” There were the in-
terruptions from the small boys and the
lecturer's brilliant retorts, the. applause|®
which greeted every brilliant impromptu
and the thunderous cheers which marked
ope of the most magnificent perorations
ever heard in the Dominion of Canada. The
hen. gentleman, I may remark in passing.
had reached only about half-way to his des-
tination, and all this time was slumbering
peacefully at a wayside town. Of course,
whether a speech pleases or not is largely

gentleman ; |

‘T member

a matter of t‘lste; But I will venture to
say that of the hundreds who are sitting
in this Chamber, and who heard the qtmol\

trade by the hon. leader of the Opposition

and the hon. member for South Oxford (Sir

Richard Cartwright), few will leave this
Chamber without feeling that that attack
was as strong and as effective, and as true,
as the anh«h language could make it. It
they did not please their opponents, they
may be gratificd to know that at least thm
plmsed then friends and all uulvpmulont
men. It may be nothing to some men. it may
Iie nothing to the hon, member for Assiniboin
that dishonour and treachery and backbiting
and meanness and untruth shbould be ex-
posed in this House, but it matters much
to the honest people of Canada. The hon.
for South Oxford . (Sir Richard
Cartwright) phrased the situation very
ncatiy, I think, when he told us that these
sentlemen were playing as the Royal Ottawa
Low Comedy Troupe. I have Jknown the

fhon. centleman from Assiniboii too long to

call him nawmes, but I regret that he descend-
ed to playing the part of mountebank in that
troupe. That is not -his customary vrole,
jand I do not think that in it he came off
Iwith his customary applause. 1 would ad-
{ vise him, notwithstanding his great versa-
: tility, to drop the role he h.lS plaved to-day.
"The hon. gentleman tells us that the practice
is to take men into the Government on ac-
icount of their weight, their intellectual
weight, and their quahtws as gentlemen,
Whv did the hon. gentloman not explain
! that, notw rithstanding that hie has sat here

under Sir John Macdonald, Sir John Abbott,
Sir John Thompson and S8ir Mackenzie
Bowell. not one of these **ontlomen ever dis-
covered these (hctm"mshed qualities in him-
i self. Let me tell him that the situation is
one which should not be passed by in sil-

i ence. one which has. I think, been aptly des-
jenated by my bon. friend. You may search

the .mmk of your counfry’s history - in vain
to find a. prececlent or a situation such as
we have had here. We have had seven men
Icaving the Government and openly pro-
claimiug that they left it because the leader
was mcompetent and an imbecile. And you
have the seven men coming back to the Gov-
crnment and ranging themselves under the
banner of this incompetent and this imbecile,
and asking the country to believe that we
have got a strong Government which should
be followed. Where Sir, can you parallel
that in the history of Canada, or in the
history of any other country ? The hon.
gentleman who leads the House to-day told
us that no reason but that of public interest
prompted these gentlemen to resign, and
no reason but the public interest pxomptnd
them to come back. But he was singularly
forgetful of the fact that the reasons which
prompted them to resign have all been em-
belmed in the statement read by the Fin-
ance Minister in this House as his own

‘statement and the statement of his six
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colleagues, and that those reasons are en-
tirely different from the one he has given
to-day. Sir, I am glad of the limitation
‘which he put to the statement when he
opcned to-day, that the official statement he
was reading had the imprimateur and sanc-
tion of His Excellency. I say I was glad of
the qualification he put in, so far as that
statement affected His Excellency’s posi-
tion ; because the statement which he read,
outside of that one qualification, was i
statement contending that to be a fact

which was untrue—unless he is prepared to

accept the view that the ex-Finance Min-
ister read a: false statement the other day.
Cne statermment directly contradiets the
other. In the statement read the other day
we were told that nothwithstanding the fact
that they joined his Government with very
many misgivings, because they doubted whe-
ther the Premier was equal to the occasion,
although they had unitedly and loyally
striven to make it strong. they found that
the Premier was too weak a man, too in-
competent a leader, to give courage to his
followers and to form a strong Government,
and they left him on that account. Sir, al-
tl'cugh clothed in diplomatic and euphemis-
tic language, it meant this: The present
leader of the Government was an incom-
petent and an imbecile, and that is the
rcason they left, and that is the reason
that appears before the eyes of the country
in language which anybody accustomed to
rcad between the lines, can clearly under-
stand. But to-day the lhon. gentleman does
not scruple to come down and ask this
House to believe, with the echo of the
lqn«m"'e used by the IFFinance Minister still
ringing in our ears, that his statement was
false, and that the real reason they left was
that it was a matter of public interest.
Why, Sir, is it not time that this system
of public deception should cease. and that
this House, at least, should be treated with
the respect due to the representatives of the
people, and told the truth ? Why, Sir, the
ship of state—if I may be allowed to use a
maritime expression, coming as I do from
a maritime part of the Dominion—started

out a year ago under this hon. gentleman.
- Sir Mackenzne Bowell, txght staunch and
strong, and reputed to be in every respect,
seaworthy. What did we see? We saw
the hon. member for Pictou (Sir Charles
Hibbert Tupper) while she was rolling in
the deep seas of remedial legislation, sud-
denly bolt, run away from ‘Ule shiip, desert
her, and, as my hon.‘friend beside me saiq,
sulk in his tent for two or three days,
and was it public interest that drove the
hon. gentleman out ? Did he leave because
he could not agree with the policy of the
Government ?. No explanations have ever
been vouchsafed to us here; but the hon.
gentleman was led back by the ear two or
three days afterwards, and told to be a good
boy, and he came back whipped into line,
looking very sheepish for several days here,

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L)

not able to open his mouth, and never to
this day has he bhad pluck. to stand up and
tell us why he left. But I will tell them what
he had the pluck to do, and this I will give
him credit for ; he is about the only one of
the English-speaking members of the Gov-
ernment who has had the pluck to say what
the poliey of the Government really is on the
subject of remedial legislation, He said it
on the floor of this House, and he said it in
Antigonish, and I believe he repeated the
same statement in Cardwell. But did any-
body ever hear the IMinance Minister say
anything, that was not equivocal and capa-

‘ble of leaving a retreat open for him, as to

what the object was ? Never. I will do the
hon. gentleman from Pictou that justice at
least, that he had a policy, and he had the
pluck to say what it was. But, Sir, after
he ran away from the ship, signed articles
and ran away, and was brought back by
the ear, he remained here for some time in
the Government until this big bolt came.
But when the big ship was lollmo' as I
say, with its cargo of remedial legislation on
board, then came what my hon. friend
described as the great bolt of the three mem-

bers. Well, Sir, I thought they were sino-
cere. Everybody thought the Postmaster

General must be sincere, hecause he was
known to be a man who based his publie
life upon principle. There are other men
who might be open to the accusation, there
are other men in this House who might be
open to the accusation, that other motives
than public interest prompted them to take
this extraordinary course : hut did ever
anybody hear that the hon. Postmaster
General was accused of that?  We all
knew that when he went out, accompanied
by that bold lion, wheo sits  Dbehind
him, we all knew that the hon. gentleman
meant business. He went out upon princi-
ple. he went out because he thought the
interest of his compatriots was being—not
lost, but sold, sacrificed ; and he remained
out two or three days with a very bold face
on, and he came back as a cat to lick the
milk again, humbled, tamed, subdued, if I
may repeat the language of my leader. He
has remained there ever since, whipped into.
line. One lesson was enocugh for him, and
I do not think anyvbody will ever catch him
going out of the Government again, no mat-
ter what is at stake. But to-day I call his
attention to the fact that his colleague, who
had the pluck and manliness to go out on
principle—a view of the principle in which

‘I myself do not agree with at all—but he

who went out on that principle believing
that he was right, to-day hkas the respect

‘of all bhonest men, French and English ;
‘'while those who went out professedly on

principle and came back, sacrificing their
principle, have earned the confempt of all
honest men. I hope if he has respect
for public life at all, if he has respect for
the high models of public life which he
says we ought to follow in England, he
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krows that when a2 man sacrifices his place
and power for principle, he has the respect
of friends and foes alike. But when a poli-
tical mountebank or time-server professedly
goes out on principle, and eats the leek,
and comes back and swallows the principle,
he earns the contempt of those with whom
he sits, and is despised by his opponents.
Well, Sir, what did we see next ? We find.
Sir, this old ship of state I am talking about,
stageoring into the parliamentary harbour
Liere the other day, dismasted, running under
jurvmast, - as my colleague from Queen's
County (Mr. Welsh) phrased it the other day
to me, and we find, Sir, that notwithstand-
ing the wrecked condition in which she was,
publiec proclamation was made by the Fin-
ance Minister that, all suspicions and decla-
rations to the contrary, there was nothing
but unity on board that ship, unity among
the officers and unity amongst the crew.
The hon. gentleman, a few weeks previously,
had taken the trouble to go up to Smith’s
Falls and had proclaimed in the loudest
tones hLie was capable of using that all
stories to the effect that there was disaffec-
“tion in the Cabinet. were untrue, that they
were all united, each one to the other, and
all to their chief ; and he called upon the
people to rally around them under the old
National Policy because they were
united, and because they were loyal,
and Dbecause, in his  opinion, that
policy was good for the country.
~ He came here to Parliament. He joined
in the public proclamation that peace still
continued, that there was unity. He join-
ed in putting a Speech into the mouth of
His Ixcellency. He came down to the
House and had that Speech vead. He put
his name on the Order paper that he would
move that the Speech be taken into con-
sideration by this House, and, after hav-
ing put His Excellency in the most awk-
ward position he could possibly place him.
he had the meanness at that particular
Juncture, and the treachery, I will say, too,
to resign his position and throw affairs
into a crisis where, except for an accident,
the Speech never would have been answer-
ed at all. Waell, Sir, he tells us that al-
though he joined, as he stated in his ex-
planation the other day, Sir Mackenzie
Bowell’s Cabinet with many misgivings, he
and they had unitedly and loyally striven
‘to maintain that Cabinet intact, and to
carry out the principles upon which it was
- originally formed. What a sirange com-
mentary we have had on that official de-
claration made by the hon. gentleman. I
call your attention, Mr. Speaker, and the

attention of the House to the fact, that
while the words used by the ex-Minister

of Finance are still ringing in this Chamber,
that they, as a Government, had unitedly
and loyally striven to carry out the policy
of the Government, within a few days we
had the celebrated Caron-Montague letters
read in this House, showing the statement
was true that the members of the Cabinet

the old ship is worth

‘had been, for the past twelve months. flying

at each others throats, fighting internally,
and that fact was known to the hon. gen-
tleman when he placed his name to the
statement that they were loyally united.
We have more than that. We had a
statement made here by a late member of
the Government that at the very time the
ex-Finance Minister pledged his word to
the statement that the Government were
loyal and united, such statement was not
true, because the Minister of Railways
came to him and told him that * Caron,”
to use his expression, ¢ should be kicked
out of the Cabinet altogether.” We have,
Sir, the public rumours, which have never
been denied, so far as I know, that the
Minister of Railways and the Minister of
Public Works carried their union and their
loyalty to the extent of fighting across the
Council Chamber Board. These particular
evidences would not show that the Cabinet
was united and loyal, but the hon. gentle-
man, who has made similar statements be-
fore, rose in this House and, speaking on
behalf of himself and his friends, made that
declaration of loyalty and unity which was
contradicted so pointedly by one of his
former colleagues, the late Controller of
Customs, yesterday. One would naturally
ask  whether, under the cireumstanceé,
) . saving. I think
she is. I think, although the country lhas
been torn by internal dissensions and dis-
cussions, she is worth saving, as well
from foreign foes as domestic = encmies.

We have a policy to save ‘her, and we

have a leader whe can save her. It is

true she may have a dangerous cargo on

board just now, but I think her timbers
and hull are pretty sound yet, and, with a
good captain, and an efficient crew, she

may be threshed through this storm. and

reach her port of destination. But she

wants new masts, she needs a new captain,

and, I think she must have a fresh crew,
and the soomner hon. gentlemen opposite g0

back to the owners and give up the articles |
they have signed, and let new officers be

elected, the better it will be for themselves
and for the country. ‘

Mr. DAVIN. Will you supply the fog
horn ? ‘

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) I need not while
you are on deck. I was calling atten-
tion, before the interruption, to the fact
that the confidence of the public, on which
we, as legislators, must depend, has been
rudely shaken since Parliament met. My
hon. friend referred to a session of Par-
liament a few years ago. It is within the
recollection of hon. gentlemen that when
the McGreevy-Connolly scandals were first
exhumed and exhibited in this House we
thought Canada had reached the point of
degradation, below which there was no
lower depth. But we had the Caron epi-
sode afterwards, and, at that time,
the hon. gentleman boasted he would
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like to repeat it if he had the op- ’ manship, and have to learn that self-seek-
portunity. and we found then there  ing is not patriotism. If truth, honour and
was a  depth na little  lower than  we: patriotism can all be sacrificed on the altar

had previously supposed. Then the want of

confidence which spread and permeated the

“of self, then there is a poor future in store

!

whole publie, was confirmed by the Curran

Bridege seandal. and the incapacity and mis-
management which was shown to have
characterized the administration of the pub-
lic departments. And to-day our humilia-
tion is complete.

A lower depth has been
found when we learn that, in addition to!

incapacity and mismanagement, treachery

and mutiny have heen found to exist at
the very foot of the vice-regal throne.
Sir, one day we are told that hon. gentle-
men opposite have a leader entitled to re-
spect. One day the hon. gentleman, the
Finance Minister, comes down and asks
his followers to give their adhesion and
their loyalty to a man who, T think. he, or.
at all events, one of his colleagues, at the
Bowell banquet in Belleville. declared was
a man worthy of being selected by Her
Majesty for the high position in which he
was placed, and at that bhanquet the true
and faithful were called upon to rally
around this able man who had been select-
ed to succeed Sir John Thompson. They
came down to Parliament. and in the
. Speech from the Throne intimated that Sir
Mackenzie Rowell was a fit and proper per-
son to continue in the leadership ; but two
or three dars afterwards, those hon. gen-
tlemen came down and told us in euphe-
mistic language that he was incapacitated
for the post, and was a fool. We were
further told that they could have no con-
fidence in a Government so constituted.
But we are now told that those mutineers
have gone back., and to-day they are feed-
ing at the public erib., as the Postmaster
General says. from a sense of public duty,
and. as their followers outside the FHouse
allege, from party allegiance. Party allegi-
ance can excuse o good deal. but it is hate-
ful and disgusting when if involves the
loss of self-respect. I .should Ilike to kno-w,
Mr. Speaker. whether those hon. gentle-
men, after the statement they made htere
that their leader was 2 man unfit to govern
snd to rule, and who went out because

they thought the state was unsafe under

his gunidance, can possibly have any self-
respect now they have gone back tinder the
same man, without a single change in the
~composition of the Cabinet, except the intro-
duection of Sir Charles Tupper. Bart. If they
can have self-respect, can any of their fol-
lowers have respect for them ? 1 should
like hon. gentlemen to ask, not those who
place party loyalty and party allegiance
in the fore-front, but men in the party who
believe there is public honour, truth, and
justice, what they think of the position
which those hon. gentlemen have assumed,
and of the respect which should be enter-
tained for men acting as they have acted.
Sir, the hon. gentlemen have fallen into the
error of mistaking ovportunism for states-

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L)

'servative party.

‘Thave not heen bartered for

for this country. But I have no such low
estimate of the better clement in the Con-
because I know. myself,
hundreds of themi who are as good. or bet-
ter, than I am. .

Some hon. MEMBIERS.

Mr. DAVIES (P.EIN I say, unhesitat-
ingly, that I know there are hundreds of
such, not in this city. but scattered through-
out the Dominion, and the contempt with
which we look upon these men is ex-
ceeded Dby the contempt  with  whieh
these honest Conservatives look at them.
Why, Sir., the party hecler may to-day
shout with joy, and the boodler may smile
at the possible return of the good times
when hie can fleece the public treasury
again. But the old-fashioned virtues of
truth and honour which are still enshrined
in the hearts of the tens of thousands of

Hear, hear.

Conservatives in thisx Dominion impel
them to look with loathing and con-

tempt upon men who went out one day be-
cause their master was an imbecile, and not
finding anything to do. went back again un-
der the same master to the erib. at which
they had been feeding. . But, Sir, the verdict
which Cardwell has pronounced, and the
verdict which Montreal Centre has pro-
nounced, and the verdict which Jacques
Cartier has pronounced was repeated yes-
terday by West Xuron. and. if I mistake
not, it will be re-cchoed in every district
in Canada where truth is valued ahove de-
ception, and where self-respect and honesty
falsehood anag
selfishness. :

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I do not rise
this afternoon with the least idea in the
world of followiug up the apologies. and
substitutions for argument and logic, which
have been so freely used by hon. gentlemen
opposite. Neither do I intend to ask the
members of this House, who have something
much better to do, to give me one sing]é
moment of their time in listening to any at-
tempt of mine to reply to the usual—no, I
am not quite right in saying simply the usual -
—but the more than wusual exaggerations
and misrepresentations whieh these hon.
gentlemen have made, of documents whiech
have been placed before them, and are to-
day in the public records to be read by
them, .and by all members of this House.
What in the world, a gentleman thinks, Dhe-
fore an intelligent House, and in an intelli-
gent country, can be gained by a mere par-
ody and utter misrepresentation of the docy-
ments submitted—and submitted in no haste
—and put upon the records, I cannot, for the
life of me, conceive. That these hon. gentle-
men have done from the first one who spok'e
(Mr. Laurier) to the last one who has just
sat down (Mr. Davies). I am here to be
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judged, and every public man is to be
judged, by his own statement, made from
his heart, and uttered from his lips;
I am not here to be judged by any sus-
picion, and by any paredy, and by any mis-
representation that an opponent may make
of that statement. The very moment that
gentlemen in a representative assembly go
off from the solid ground of taking the
statement that a man actaally made, and

believing it. as they are bound to do. that!

moment they leave gentlemanly and par-
linmentaary discussion, and appeal to
plane which is far lower and far more un-
worthy. These hon. gentlemen opposite
talk about kaleidoscopic ¢hanges,
I can see a Kkaleidoscope change on the
~other side of the House. I think that a
spirit has come over the dreams of these
" hon. gentlemen now, as compared with a
few days ago. I read their faces to-day.
- as T read them before. They are not so
pleasant-looking. Their smiles are not so
seductively alluring, and their cast of count-
- enance is in quite a different mould. You
would think, Sir, that between that day
and this a funeral had occurred. Perhaps
it is the funeral of the ill-starred, and too
quickly begotten hopes that hon. gentlemen
opposite formed a few days ago; a re-
petition of hopes that they have formed
again and again, and buried in a mantle of
disappointment. That is the hope that may-
be, the Conservative party some time or
other would be so foolish as to go to pieces
by internal dissensions, and let them come
into power. 8ir, contrasting that period of
two or three days agoe with the period of

to-day. and contrasting the varying facial:l )
it means exactly this: That seven mem-

expressions - of the hon. gentlemen, the
truth of the whole matter can be easily
seen. A day or two ago they were hopeful
that they would get into power, because
they could ecreep through a chink in the
Conservative ranks, but to-day they see the
Conservative ranks solidly opposing them.
and displaying a united front. The other
day, Sir, tears were not hot enough nor
copious encugh to properly represent their
feelings of heartfelt sympathy for the
Bowell Government. To-day, Sir, their in-
- dignation and hot words of contempt are
not strong enough to show their hatred of
that same Bowell Government which they
~declare has not been strengthened by the
addition of a single element. Take the false
sympathy of these hon. gentlemen,
their equally false expressions of contempt
that they do not, in their hearts, feel, and
you have an unerring barometer which tells
you the state of their political temperature.

Now, I put it to the members of the House,

~and I put it to the people of the country
who will read these debates, because the
country is interested enough to read them, I
ask if these gentlemen opposite have, in
their discussion of the subject this afternoon
tonched the germ of the question in dis-
pute during this critical period of the last

bhut |
tup for the last week to be delivered to

al

I think |

and

!

{

week. They have uttered their words of con-
tempt, they have had their expressions of
deep leathing, they have had these hoarded

the TTouse. They have given us the pleasure
of listening to some very good comic re-
hearsals by my hon. friend (Sir Richard
Cartwright), and some very good mock
tragedy by my hon. friend (Mr. Davies).
But, outside of that, where has there been
a lusiness-like or statesmanlike discussion
of the issues invoived so as to show where
the members or the leaders of the Conserva-
tive party were wrong. My hon. friend
(Mr. Laurier), who started the discussion,
gave, unfortunately (and I think not alto-
gether to his own credit), a wrong trend to
the discussion, by making a complete par-
ody of the statement which was read by
myself in the House a few days ago.
Others followed him, and they ended up
with the declaration that the statement
which had been submitted. after having
been presented to His Excellency, and read
in this and the other House to-day, was
completely subversive of, and contradictory
to, the statement which was read pre-
viously. Here are the two statements, and
both of them will be on the records of the
House. I challenge any honest and reason-
able man to read the two of them and not
see that they entirely agree as to the main
question which has been -the central point
of the differences that existed between the
members of the Government. ILeave aside,
for a moment, all the misinterpretations,
the inferences, the imaginations which have
been founded upon, and drawn from. the
first statement, and when yvou boil it down

bers of the Government, bound by their
oath of office as Privy Councillors to give
their best consideration to the public ques-
tions which come before them, without per-
sonal considerations of any kind, that these
seven gentlemen came to the conclusion
that, upon a certain point, there existed a
suflicient reason for them to insist upon
the strengthening and completion of the
Government. No man can deny that. To-
day, Sir, the statement which has been read
here by my hon. colleague who represents the
Premier and the Government in this House
makes that the very kernel and gist of its
meaning. It says, as plainly as the English
language can put it, that between members
of the Government there was a difference
often discussed, as to the constitutional
propriety as well as on the policy, not sim-
ply of meeting this House, but of coming to
the transaction of the business of this House
with a Government that was incomplete and
not, therefore, as strong as it should be.
Has one of the gentlemen opposite discussed
the constitutional question as to whether
or not this was sufficient ground to cause
a difference of opinion leading to the result
reached ? Let us look at the facts of the
case. When this House was in session last
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yvear, a vacancy occurred in the ranks of§
the Government arising out of an important !
question of policy whieh was discussed in
this House. Owing to that diffirence a-
member of the Government handed in his:
resignation, and the office he held remained
vacant during the remainder of last session. |
It was asked in this House when that office |
would be filled, and it was stated that it
would be filled. That vacancy was more !
than an ordinary vacancy. from the fact!
that it arose out of a question that was |
more than an ordinary question ; and the:
seven members of the former (Government |
who resigned contended. and held to the
contention, that any vacancy in the ranks
of a Government held over from one ses-
sion to amnother was not according to con-
stitutional practice, and was not conducive
to strength. In this case. they conceived.
that contention had even more force be-
cause of the peculiar nature of the circum-
stance out of which the vacancy had
occurred :  and it was on  that point,
as  stated both in the first statement
made by the seven Ministers who re-
signed. and as stated by the Premier in
another place this afternoon—it was upon
that point that the differences existed. and
upon that point that the resignations took
place. Now. Sir, that vacancy has been
filtled, and consequently the Premier is
able to present a completed Government
and that vacancy has been filled from the
same province from which the vacancy was
made, and by an adherent, and a favour-
able adherent, of the very same question
out of which the vacancy arose last year.
The Government has been completed. then,
and it has been strengthened by the ad-
dition to it of the hon. gentleman whose
name has been mentioned here to-day—Sir
Charles Tupper. Baronet. Some gentlemen
on the other side rose to the occasion, as
they always do, and have tried to break
the force of that addition to the Govern-
ment by saying that one member of the
family went out and another come in, but
the plums remained in the family just the
same. These gentlemen are inaccurate as
usual. Sir Charles Tupper has been in the
enjoyment of one of the highest offices in the
gift of this country, where he has stood
between this country and the Imperial
authorities, where he has been of the ut-
1oost service fo this country. Sir Charles
Tupper, true as always to the call of his
party and to the interests of his party, to-
day resigned that high and honourable and
distinguished office in order to come down
among the rank and file of his fellow
labourers in the old Conservative party to
help to lead them to victory again, as he
has often done in the past. And Sir Charles
Tupper, the younger, my colleague—whose
absence from the present Government I
and all my colleagues deplore, whose
services were of the best and whose abilities
were of the highest in the Government—he

Mr. FOSTER.

is with us still. though he has voluntarily
and for the good of the party been willing
to return to the rank and file of ord