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Autumn Mornigg Thought.

A day of fire on eart ' and fire in heaven,

Once more the veil fof soubre night is
riven, 4

To show the sanctu@ry of this day.

A sanctuary fair wigh shrine on shrine,

Hidden in misty light tbat gleams divine,

INlumining with g#ld the ola year’s way.

Deep in the yellﬁw woods an influence

es,
That woos us to ficcord with destinies,
And in the sunlight banishes our cares.
5
For nature, too}' must pass away from
earth, K
Her journey stgl from springtime’s ten-
der birth,;
Through all thi fulness of the billowing
year, i
g
Then may thé gold about us bear the
t X

ouch,

The imprint 4( a thought that makes it
much, @

"Tis glorious 8o to shine and fade from

earth. |
:

Important fhooks on ar. Important
" Subject.

The Methodist Publishing House, To-~
ronto, issués a series of very valuable
books for young people, and older ones
too, on the physical constitution of * the
house in which we live,” a knowledge of
which may save their readers from much
evil, sorrow, and sin. These books are
prepared by Rev. Sylvanus Stall, D.D,,

s

HER'

NOVEMBER, 1899.

Iz

No. 11,

ood-Allen, M.D. The
1 Superintendent of the
ent of the Woman's
rance Union, and author
book in our Epworth
Course, on “ The Mar-
dily Dwelling.”  These
n with delicacy and re-

and Mrs, Mary
latter is Natio
Purity Depart
Christian Tem
of the excelle
League Readin|
vels of our B
books are writ
finemient.

One is for gi
the late Franc

s under sixteen, of which
E. Willard says : “1I do
earnestly hopef that this book, founded
on a strictly scientific, but not forgetting
a strong ethiflal basis, may be well
known and widgly read by the dear girls
in their teens fnd the voung women in
their homes.” § Anothei book is for boys
under sixteen. Of this the venerable
says : “‘What a Young
Know, ought to be in
here there is a boy.”
says of it: “ You have
eat delicacy and wisdom
difficult subject.” Of an-
young men, Dr. F. E,
of the Christian En-
deavour Sociefy, says: “It is written

Bishop Vince
handled with

lieve will savea multitude of young men
from evils ung§peakable.” The book for
young women,jin the same series, by Mrs.
Wood-Allen, dedicated to her own
daughter, andfcontains the wise counsels
which & lovigg mother of large know-
ledge and exgerience can give upon the
important sulfjects of love and marriage.
These books fare as widely removed as
possible from] the sensational and un-
wisely suggestive. Parents can perform
an incalculabje service by obtaining these
books for thd use of their young people.
The price isf{ $1 net for each, except a
pamphlet bogk for young boys, which is
fifteen cents.

w
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OUR PERIODICALS.

The best, the cheapest, the most entertaining
3 rearly
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i copies and upv\nrds i
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dozen ;
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“It is a Good TFhing to Give
Thanks Untof the Lord” =%

The month of No
darkest and dreari
gladdened and glorifigd by Thanksgiving
Day. The fruits of Rhe earth are gath-
ered in, the barns am filled with plenty,
the labour of the figlds is well-nigh ac-
complished, the sedpon of comparative
rest and leisure ha§ come. If ever a
nation had cause fpr gratitude to the
Giver of every g and every perfect
gift it is our beloed Canada. While
wars have devastdted the earth and

mber, one of the
t in the year, is

their supply.

The,  busy hives of in-

dustry have been humming with activity.
Our railways and steamships have been

burdened with freight.

The factories

have been workinggovertime, prices for

everything we hav

millions of wealth,
gration has been
Many of the sons

ada, who in other
bour in the neigh

tc sell have been
lus products of the
t from abroad many

The tide of immi-
greater thaun ever.
d daughters of Can-
ears have sought ia-
uring republie, have

rumors of war ha
have dwelt in peac
labour of the h
abundantly blessed.
try produce such!
Never were the pr

forest, the fisherie§,

greatly in demand

filled the air, we
land quietude. The
bandman has been
Never did our coun-
bountiful harvest.
ucts of the field, the
and the mines so
and so generous in

repatriated

may we, thereford§,
bountiful Giver
possess,

Weil
give thanks to the
every thing that we

WE SHOULD SH®W OUR GRATITUDE,

first, by giving hifh our hearts, the hom-
age of our souls, ghe service of our lives,
Without these noigifts or offerings that
we can render will be acceptable before
him., With thes§ the humblest gift will
be well pleasing @in his sight. As God
has thus opened fthe windows of heaven
and poured do blessings, and made
the earth to smife with a bountiful har-
vest, should we dot render to the Giver a
generous share of what he has so Javish-

us. In the Twentieth

iving Movement, which
is before the cogntry, is a grand oppor-
tunity to prove qur fidelity, our thankful-

love to our heavenly

comforts are
speakable gift

indebted for the un-
f salvation through his
and consolation of the
abroad in our hearts.
ent that our loving and
ool scholars and teach-
will not be wanting in
ement., No class does
urch of God in this land
rmy of faithful Sunday-
who, for no earthly re-
of Christ constiaining
selves, their time, their
, and their means to the
he young people in our
uch are the divine com-
rvice to the best of Mas-
very joy of this service,
tellectual stimulus and
received therefrom they
ng great reward. These
the most earnest in pro-
ganized co-operation of
ven the little tots in the
this great work.

more for the
than the great

teaching of
schools. Yet
pensations of
ters that in th
in the very
moral benefit
have an excee
will be among
moting the
every scholar,
infant class, i
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LET EVERY NAME BE INSCRIBED ON T'IE
HISTORIC ROLL.

Some may possibly be unable to con-
tribute the dollar whith this requires.
But the teachers will Bave good ground
for asking the well-to-do parents of their
scholars to contribute) not only for the
enrolment of their o households, but
also for those who age too poor in thi.
world’s goods to do tlis unaided.

But every one sh@uid do something
for himself. No chifd is so small or so
poor that he or she fannot by a special
effort earn a few pénce, or save a few
pence by self-denialto have a share in
this great closing egterpr.se of the cen-
tury. It will be sdmething to remem-
ber in the far futuwre that their names
are written in this great scroll, that their
love and faith andidevotion had a part
in this great madvement. May their
names also be written in the Lamb's
Book of Life, and ot one be found miss-
ing “ when the rolf is called up yonder.”

Since the abovel was written and put
in type the Domfnion Government has
appointed the 19thjof October as Thanks-
giving Day. This is a month earlier
than the day celebrated heretofore. We
think the change @ decided improvement.
It brings the thanksgiving into our beau-
tiful October w er and our ideal Indian
summer. It, however, destroys the per-
tinency of the imtroductory sentence of
this editorial; bat we forgive the Gov-
ernment this priyate wrong in considera-
tion of the gre
number. i

1—_
The Campaign Opens.

The M llion §Dollar Fund Campaign
opened grandly at Halifax, London,
Hamilton, Torohto, and elsewhere. Pub-
lic meetings wgre held even in advance
of the grand ghlly of October 8, The
meeting in Togbnto was a great historic
occasion worthy to have a place among
the many grand rallies which have taken
place in the hidtoric Metropolitan church.
The most sagguine promoters of the
movement antieipated that they would
be doing very Wwell indeed if they could
pledge $100,000 at that meeting. Instead
of that they Were ready to announce
pledges of a quéirter of a million, or one-
fourth of the whole, while Sherbourne
Street church alone pledged $100,000.

er good of the greater

This key note hasgalready rung from
end to end of the Dgminion, and awak-
ened hearty response$. Our friend, Rev.
J. E. Lanceley, secretgry of the Twentieth
Century Fund Comgnittee, who so elo-
quently urged an appeal for $2,000,000 at
the General Conferghce, is confident now
that that sum coull have been reached
had that high st@ndard been set up.
Well, there is naghing to prevent our
friends giving the} round two millions.
The great missio
superannuated in
and the payment
ploy with grea
greater sum than

In all succegfful teaching reviewing
forms a most Emportant part. It re-
freshes the menfory and clinches in the
mind the lesson§ that have been learned.
This is especialfy important in the Sun-
day-school. W ure glad to know that
increased atten@on has been given to this
subject, and enfleavour in The Banner to
present a full gnd comprehensive review,
and an attractfve and useful review ser-
vice, We areiglad to know that the im-
portance of refiewing is being more and
more fully rec@gnized, and that most suc-
cessful  Sunddy-school superintendents
employ it with great success. That
veteran Sunday-school worker, H. P.
Moore, Esq., jeditor of the Acton Free
Press, writes thus of the review service
in The Banngr :

‘“ At our review service last Sunday we
used your Quarterly (responsive) Review
Service, and it proved to be one of the
most intensaly interesting services we
have ever hafl on a review day. It was
impresssive and helpful in every respect.
For years we have been paying special
attention to: our quarterly review ser-
vices, and tp say your review arrange-
ment aided ws in having one of the best
is saying a good deal. I thank you sin-
cerely for the help thus afforded, and will
commend THe Banner reviews cordially.”

The Actoq Sunday-school makes a
specialty of {the September review as a
Rally Day after the summer vacation. An
attractive ptogramme is neatly printed
in blue and garmine, letters from former
pastors, teaghers, scholars, and friends
are read, a) picture cf the church is




printed on the progragme,

cross flag,

Canada, adorns the fi
genious acrostic is giv
the following rally day

with the
, where a cor-
s you,” The red

the arms of
page. An in-
, together with
ong :

“Rest ye not, but gla@ly rally,

As the Lord has call

Let our school com
Let new hearts for
You who oft have

each one ;
full numbers ;
rist be won,

h us gathered,

Do not cease the calf to extend,

As you now come o

You can bring with

to worship,
ou & friend.”
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Tune—Nationg!

“To thee, Almighty
We grateful tributi
Thy praise we si
We come with pur
We seek thy will t
Our vows to thee r
And own thee Ki

“Thy goodness cro
Thy hand has sav
Through all our
For all thy merci
For love so great
For truth which e’
Loud be our pra

“ Grant us thy prese!

Life’s battles foug
May we with thee
In heaven above.

We heartily comm!
‘Make much of you
church. Let it be a
intellectual as well

Make it a true mll[i

ligious home, a type
on high.

Sunday-sch

The Rev. Dr. Corni

indefatigable Genera

tistician of our Chu
vast amount of pai
securing as accurate
of its status.

In thi

Anthem,

3

se true;
do,

ew,

s the years,
from fears,
ays,

past;

d vast;
shall last,

e still,

bnd these methods.
school and your
pentre of social and
as religious life.
ing place and re-
 the Father’s house

h, the faithful and
Conference Sta-
h, accomplishes a
taking labour in
eturns as possible
he is much ham-

pered by the defective manner in which
the statistical tables are often filled up.
We present in this number the general
and Sunday-school statistics furnished
by Dr. Cornish. ‘' In addition to this,
Dr. Cornish furnighes a detailed report,
from which we/ glean the following
items :

The total nu
pointments repor
ences was 4,648,
total number of
crease of 11,
improvement he
we have 1,214

er of preaching ap-
d at the June Confer-
n increase of 58. The
hools was 23,334, a de-
ere is room for great

It is apparent that

all.  Superint:
Sunday-school

land in this dfrection.
of the closing

Let the motto
yvear of the century be,
‘““ A Sunday-scBool at every preaching
appointment.” § The increase of these
appointments lﬁ 58 is very encouraging,
but it should least be accompanied by
a corresponding increase in the number
of schools, inst§ad of by a decrease of 11.

The great ®rmy of Sunday-school
teachers and officers who give their un-
paid services %to this great cause is
33,036, an incrdase of 18. The number
of those who afe members of the Meth-
odist Church is§29,894, an increase of 166,
God grant thatjthe remaining 3,141, who
are engaged iA this noble work and
who have not ¥
members of C
large numbers § of recruits during the
year to his profpssed disciples. The en-
tire number of gcholars is 270,140. This,
however, is a dgcrease of 189. We trust
that every effot will be made not only
to increase thejnumber of new schools,
but to increas¢ also the number of
scholars in the $ld ones.

One of the st encouraging features
is an increase nearly one-half in the
Home Departmeht, namely, from 7,151 to
10,453, an increape of 3,302.

Another featuge of supreme importance
is that, during }he year, 8,847 of the
scholars have inited with the church.
Yet in the previpus year the number so
uniting was 782 more. It is gratifying,
however, to kn that the number of
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scholars returned
church in 1898-9 ig
2,325 over the pre
need more than an
ing revival thro
throughout our
and pray that

yas members of the
65,970, an increase of
flous year. What we

hools.  Let us hope
je closing year of the
century shall be

#ccompanied by a rising
tide of religiousf influence which shall

),
Another causéfor devout gratitude is
that no less

toxicate, an ingrease of 11,164 on the
previous year,

ear future most of them
ght with vote or social
t the greatest enemy of

will be able togf
influence again
our country. 8

It is interefting to know that the
greatest collecfjon of books for circula-
tion among th@ people is in our Sunday-
school librarigl—no less than 310,847,
Witlings may §sneer at Sunday-school
libraries, yet Most of those are of sound
moral and relfgious instruction. Many
Wks, however, have been
il discarded, for the totals
are 6,092 less§than the previous year.
With the retuffiing tide of prosperity our
schools will b able to order more large-
ly, and we hdpe will purchase and put
into circulatiofl a large amount of good
books. Perhfips the purchase of ten
5 of the Epworth League
may have had something
decrease in the amount
3r libraries.

The Sundaygchool Banner reports a
circulation of% 16,824, an increase of
1,091. The gumber of our Sunday-
school periodidls reported reaches the
grand total of 299,161, The schools con-
tributed for mifsions $19,835, but this is
$801 less than $he previous year. The
Leagues, howev%r. most of whose mem-

of purchases

bers ar= also in Yhe schools, report an in-
crease in missi@nary givings of $3,295,
and a total of $16,955.

There are two funds for which collec-
tions have only been recently made, the
Educationa! Fund and the Superannua-
tion Fund. For these $877 have been
contributed, an increase of $61. For the
Sunday-school Aid and Extension Fund
was contributed $2,499, a decrease of
$116 from the previous year. This is a

distinctly missioffary fund for establish-
ing new school§ and helping those in
poorer parts of ghe country. 'The fall-
ing off in this ¥und may, in part, ex-
plain the decr§ase in the number of
schools. No d of our church is do-
ing more imporfant missionary work. It
acts upon the grinciple of those that are
strong, beari the infirmities of the
weak. Even $he poorer schools, how-
ever, are expéfted to help themselves.
We trust thatfthis fund will exhibit a
marked incre: this year.

It is gratifylhg to know that the very
large sum of #$125,000.19 was expended
for school rposes, an increase of
$1,082.  We §venture to say that no
greater result§ are obtained for the ex-
penditure of ¢¥en so large an amount of
money in anyjother way.

Nearly 270,880 scholars receiving week-
ly instructiodin the Word of God from
33,036 teachet§ and officers is a splendid
record. Sevénty-nine of the schools re-
port normal @lasses, which is 28 less than
last year. nly 247 of these schools,
however, haye regular teachers’ meet-
ings for the gegular study of the lesson,
a decrease of 49. Nothing in our schools
is more needéd than training the teach-
ere in the cdmprehension of the lessons
and best m@thod of instruction. The
use of The Banner and other helps can
only partially meet this need.

s

The numbd of schools opened through-
out the wholeé year is 2,439, an increase
of 265. Thig is very encouraging. We
hope that thége ever-green schools, which
flourish with' unfading leaf all the year
round, will “be still further increased.
There is great room for such iner
for even yet there are 895 schools
are closed during the winter s 1
Such schools gan never attain the highest
degree of suéeess. Coming out of their
winter hlbel?atlon they have scarcely
recovered full animation before they be-
gin to preparg for winter quarters again.
Our day-schdols, even in the remotest
regions and most inclement weather, are
kept open alljthrough the winter. Keep
the schools apen, or, where this is im-
possible, whi will be but rarely the
case, let Homg Departments be organized
for the homejstudy of the lessons, and
let the Sunda§-school literature be con-
tinued and regularly distributed. In
the long, dayk, winter evenings the
brightening influence of these papers is
more needed than during the bright and
sunny days ofisummer. There is more
leisure, too, for the study of the Word of
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God, that book whigqg
make wise unto salvi

alone is able to
ion.

Taken as a whole,fthese statistics, so
laboriously gathered $y Dr. Cornish, are
full of cheer and end®uragement, though
not without sufficien§ ground for search-
ing of heart and eafnest resolve to re-
move any defects a
in our school, and to$timulate our efforts
for fuller and more Parnest consecration
in this grandest of

My statistical rep@irt for the past Con-
ference year has

than usual, becaus§ of the lack of the

necessary schedule§ from some of the
Conferences, and th# correspondence ren-

dered necessary inforder to secure cor-
rections,

We had hoped th§t with the new legis-
lation of the last§ General Conference,
and the appointmefit of district and Con-
ference statistical§ secretaries, almost
absolute correctnes$ would have been se-
cured, but, alas ! the complications have
been, in some cased as bad as before, and
to go over the nugnerous schedules and
attempt to correcf and harmonize them
has been an immegse and unsatisfactory
labour. However§ I send you, for pub-
lication, the followng results :

Conference

Toronto
London
Hamilton

1899 Inc. Deec.

44,268 150
48,289 506
46,307 229
40,369
35,838
16,079
13,668 106
11,279 33
18,741 1,049
5,060 181
2,339
31
280,637 282,259
*No report for 1899. | Net increase, 1,722

British Columbia
Japan

31
*China Mission..

The numbers redeived into church
membership during fhe year are as fol-
lows :

On trial
By letter

Total
Removed by change
By letter
By withdrawal ....

18,802
11,076

By expulsion ......%.

By death
Ceased to be membe

The number of buri

GE!
General Conf

H. CORNISH,
ence Statistician.

Sunday-schabl Statistics

I send you here
Sunday-school sche
ences of 1899, think
would like to publi
school Banner or O

The Toronto Conf
addition of two dist
treal Conference, sh
Montreal Conferenc
of said districts, sh

The figures stand

Conference,

Toronto

London

Hamilton

Bay of Quinte ..’
Montreal

Nova Scotia ....
N.B.and P. E. L.
Newfoundland ..
Man., and N. W.
British Columbia

Yours cor

God in than the o
put us,

th a copy of the
le for the Confer-
g that perhaps you
it in The Sunday-
ard,
ence, because of the
cts from the Mont-
ws an increase, and
because of the loss
s a decrease,
follows :

hools.  Scholars.

Ine. Dec.

1,231
631
837
893
719

47
36

11
jally,

0. H. CORNISH.

3,080
2,801

189

in which he has

1 3
There is no better'%lace for us to serve
\




1,798
18,802
11,076

31,676
1,873
14,286
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3,840
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If the Eord Should Come.
JARET E. SANGSTER.

I
If the Lord sfould come in the morning,
As I went gbout my work,
The little thiggs and the quiet things,
hat a serv@nt cannot shirk,

nough nobodly ever sees them,
And only the dear Lord cares,
'hat they ar§ always done in the light
of the sun,

Would he thke me unawares ?

If my Lord s|
The time of
When the gl
still,

And the ho
If my dear
And smiled
Would it not
Would it

uld come at noonday,
the dust and heat,
e is white, and the air is

-beats sound in the street;

n my tired eyes,
e sweet his look to meet ?
e me by surprise ?

{f my Lord ¢
In the frag
When the w
Of dayligh
And flowers

e hither at evening,
nt dew and dusk,

1d drops off its mantle,
ike a husk,

wonderful beauty,

And we fold our hands and rest,
Would his tou¢h of my hand, his low com-
mand, 4
Bring me uphoped-for zest ?

Why do 1 askithe question ?
He is ever goming to me,
Morning and jnoon and evening,
If T have t eyes to see.
And the daily! load grows lighter,
The daily cires grow sweet,
For the Master is near, the Master is
here, %
I have onlyjto sit at his feet.
—-Pltts‘urg Christian Advocate.

i
b

i
How to Heélp OQur Sunday-school
Pcriodica.ls.

An Open Letter to our Readers :

As a friendjof the Sunday-school pub-
lications of t Methodist Church, you
are, of course,linterested in their future
success, To #fimprove their literature,

illustrations, agd mechanical appearance
is our constant study. Do you realize
how much you}can help us give to you
still better perfodicals ? Here are two
ways :

1. Tell us what most pleases you in

these periodicals,
like. Make sugge
always follow thenf
helpful. ¢

2. Recommend tflem to your best
neighbour, and to&your friend,—better
still, send us the flames and addresses
of several,—on a $ostal card, if you
like,—and when w® have a few spare
copies we'll send tem one without cost,
with your complim@nts. They’ll appre-
ciate your thoughtfilness.

Address Rev. Withrow, Meth-
odist Publishing HPuse, Toronto.

afid what you don't
fons. We cannot
but they will be

=

Get ghe Best.

* Webster's Collefiate Dictionary.” A
dictionary of ghe English language,
giving the derigations, pronunciations,
definitions andfsynonyms of a large
vocabulary of ghe words occurring in
literature, art, gscience, and the com-
mon speech, With an appendix con-
taining a cop#us Scotch glossary, a
pronouncing §ocabulary of proper
names, and vaffous other useful tables.
Mainly abridg#d from Webster's In-
ternational IHctionary. Over 1,100
illustrations. §
Morocco. 1,11€ pp. Prices, with com-
plete referencafindex: Cloth, $3; sheep,
$4; half Morocflo, $5. G. & C. Merriam
Co., Springfifld, Mass. Methodist
Book-Rooms, ®oronto, Montreal, and
Halifax, y

For constant @gse the huge unabridged
dictionaries are ather cumbrous. They
are too large toghandle, and each needs
a table or desk for itself. For a handy
volume sufficienfly full for all practical
purposes, Webstdr's Collegiate Dictionary
just meets the }need. It is easy to
handle, quick tqg consult, and moderate
in price. ]

It is a handsgme, well-bound volume
of 1,116 pages, S;ot which are devoted
to the vocabulaty proper, and its size,
convenient for easy reference, combined
with its fulness and reliability, make it
a most useful and desirable dictionary
for the, busy man and the student.

While the Collegiate Dictionary is a
new work throughout, and has been sev-
eral years In preparation, it is in the
main abridged from Webster's Interna-
tional Dictionary, and retains the essen-
tian features of that great work, with all
its accuracy, scholarship, clearness, and
excellence of arrangement.




viii

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

In its vocabulary the (*)lleglate is ex-
ceptionally complete. ace has been
saved by disregarding ugusual technical
terms, obsolete and veryjrare words.

The definitions are plete, concise,
lucid and exact, and are‘arranged in the
historical order in whig¢h the word re-
ceived its shades of meafling. Synonyms,
excellent in the fulnessgand discrimina-
tion with which they age treated, are an
important part of manf of these defini-
tions. The scholarshigf of the Collegiate
Dictionary is also show8§ in the complete-
ness of its etymologies§ To the student
and the careful user of words these ety-
mologies cannot fail be of great value.

,100 illustrations,
which are useful aids jn the' elucidation

ple and effective mefhod of respelling
i marked letters

nary.has one fea-
its own; that is,

glossary of S
phrases in the apper
of the Collegiate has
the thousands of r

ottish words and
jdix. This feature
An especial value to
ders of Stevenson,

Crockett, Barrie, Mad
lineators of Scottish
Other important
tures of this append
vocabulary of Script
proper names with
and biographical na
vocabulary of the r!

English Christian
equivaleiits,

ology is
everybody can con
of foreign words an
Webster’s Collegi
at the head of t
largely used series
international. i

aren, and other de-
ife and character.

d instructive fea-
are a pronouncing
re, Greek and Latin
odern geographical
es; a newly revised
ymes, and a list of
ames with foreign
count of the deities
and Roman myth-

and useful, and
11t the translations
phrases with profit.
e Dictionary stands
e well-known and
abridgments of the

As its name indidates, it is especially

adapted to the use of college and uni-

versity students, anl is very highly com-

mended by educators of the highest rank.
__*_._._

Methodist Magazine and Review
for October.

w——

The October number of this magazine
contains seven illugtrated articles. The
Editor gives a graphic sketch of a trip
“Over the Alleghanies,” with ten fine
illustrations. The third jubilee of

Goethe's birth is qumemorated by a
critical study of hig life and work, with
portrait. Two ell-written articles,
“The Cabot Qu;jrlcentenma ,  and
“Vasco da Gama,”

Da Gama's flag-sMip. The missionary
article, “ The Apobtle of the North—the
,”” “ A Shut-in Saint,”
story, “ Denis Patter-
.’ are also illustrated.
ely article on “The
Fund ” is contributed

ege, Toronto, “Hymns

v. 0. R. Lambly, D.D.,

Temperance Reform,”

)’ with many other

brief sketches, domplete a most interest-
ing number.

Toronto : Wi

C. W. Coates.

am Briggs. Montreal :
Halifax : S. F. Huestis.

mrade Teacher,

Sunday in midsummer
when Miss Grdy made her first appear-
ance before class number nine in the
Elmwood Sunday-school. The good man
who had cons@ientiously, and often des-
pairingly, predched to the uneasy, wrig-
gling little feflows for three ‘years had
removed to f@nother town, and bright-
eyed Miss G had readily consented to
take his placi

It took th¢ new teacher about two
minutes to figd out that the lesson for
the day had } not been studied at all.
Then she triefl the class on the lesson of
the previous f[week. That was also a
blank to the Next, she tried to recall
to their mind8 some of the more striking
lessons of th# quarter. All was vague,
uncertain, coffused. It seemed impos-
sible to awaken any degree of interest
in the work Pefore them.

“1 must wike them up,” thought the
new teacher.§ Closing her Bible, and
speaking in & natural, cordial tone, she
said :

“Do you knbw, boys, that the circus is

k ?

‘Was she go-
to stay nway from the

Instead, she asked
questions, gave\information, with wisely
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worked-in warnings agafnqt the evils of
the circus, told bits of jexperience, and
before the boys knew if they were deep
in conversation, every tface of weariness
gone. They were thorgughly waked up !

Then, when every ey@ was bright, and
every pulse throbbing With interest, this
wise teacher suddenly furned to the les-
son. She had come @ut of her shell as
a Sunday-school teacHler long enough to
prove herself a comgade, interested in
the boys’ own world, and they were
bound to listen to hgr now. They in-
stinctively reasoned $hat a woman who
could talk so well a!’ut the circus could

Lessox
L. October 1,—Jov 18 G En Hovse, Psalm 122, Com-
mit 9. (Rq rl Psalm 84,) Goupes Texi:
1 was glad when ghey said unto me, Let us go
into the house ofthe Lord, Psalm 122, 1.
. Ocf thon —HAMAN'E rl.ﬂl‘ AOAINST THE JEWS, Esth.
1-11.  Commf vs. 5, 6. (Read chaps. 1-3.)
(unth\ Text: B God be for us, who can be
against us? R 31,
. October 15.—Esti LEADING FOR HER PEROPLE,
Esth, 8 al Commit_vs. 15-17.
(Read ¢! Impu 840.) GoLbex TEXT: Commit thy
way unto the &brd ; trust also in him, and he
shall bring it 6§ pass, Psalm 37
/. Oc mln-rﬂ’ ~EZrRAS JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM
it vs, 21-23. (Read chap. 7,
joeN Texr : The hand of our God
n for good that seek him, Ezra
X

V. October AUNS OF DELIVERANCE. Psalms 85
and mit Psalm 126, (Read Jer. 31.)
GoupeN Tex®#§ They that sow in tears shall
reap in jm *salm 126, 6.

/. November % wiAl'S PRaVER. Neh, 1. 1-11
(umnnl vs. i8-10, (Read chap. GOLDEN
Te

—
Lessons axﬁ Golden Texts.—Studies in the Old

ke a Bible lesson mterﬁstmg, and she

lt is good sense and it §§ good religion
to come into the world} in which our
pupils live. “To the wgak became I as
weak,” said Paul, “ that § might gain the
weak,” so great was tHe eagerness of

| this soul-winner that h§ might “ by all

means save some.” §

The teacher who willi win must stand
by the side of the pupfl, take his hand
in loving grasp, and in the spirit of
cordial, hearty comradeghip, “ Come with
us, and we will do the§ good.”—Sunday-

i school Journal.

Lrsson,

VIIIL, November 19, —PurLic R, §
Neh, 8,112, Comui -3. (Read the chap-
ter; also Luke 4. ) Goupex Texr: The
ears of all the peo ere attentive unto the
book of the law.

| ! PERANCE, Prov

Wine is a mocker, slrun;i
nd whosoever is deceived
Prov. 20, 1.~
. December 3. INdgTHE SABBATH. Neh. 13, 156-
22, Commit vs.@5-17. (Read the chapter,
Compare Isa. 56, -8 ; Jer. 17. 10-27.) GOLDEN
Text: Rememberfithe Sabbath day, to keep it
holy. Exod. 20,
XI. December 10.—LEss 1N Giving, Mal. 1, 6-11 and
[ 3, 812, it o . 10. (Read chap. 1;
y ) G

vlrmk is ragi
thereby is 1

loveth a cheerfull 2 Cc
XIL I)mtmhc-r 17.—Froenf oF RiGNHT AND Wm;su DoiNa,
E Commit vs, 16-18. (Compare
att, 11, 7-156.) Gouoes Texr :
Whatsoever a niin soweth, that shall he also
reap, Gal6, 7.
XIIL December 24.—Cnri's Coming Foreronn. Isa. 9
(‘ummll veg B, 7. (anl Isa. 11, 1-10.

: Pros| 1 pray thee, Lhy servant this |

"Neh. § 11.

. November 12, —BrsuiLDpING THE WALLS OF JERUSA-
LEM. Neh, 8, 7-18, Commit vs, 15-18, (Read
the chaptend Goupex Texr: Watch and pray.
Matt. 26. 412

rnkl\c. SERVICE,

1. SiLENCE.
11, RESPONSIVE k8. [Psalm 121.)
Suver, LAt up mine ¢ NunlmheInill'..frum
ce cometh 1
Schnoon, My Ip cometh from lhe Lorp, which
e heaven and earth,
Suer, e will not suffer thy foot to he moved :
at keepeth thee will not slumber,
Scroot, p , he that keepeth Israel shall
igher slumber nor sleep,
Sver, kD is thy keeper : Aw Lorp is thy
e upon thy right hand.
Scnoon. orD shall preserve thee from all
¢ he shall preserve thy soul.
ALL. mp shal serve thy going out
from this time forth,
mul ven for ever-more.
111 SiNeiNG,
IV Tux Ti (‘nu\u\hxsra. OR THE APOSTLRS' CREED,
Praver, followed By the Lord's Prayer in concert.
\l SINGING,

| I.(;rrl Lukr 2
| XIV. December 31.
‘ Lord, 01

, Ordcr of Scrvtces.—Fourth Quarte

LESSON SERVICE.

1. CLASS STUDY OF THE [ESSON.
11, \l\ul\u Lk
I

N L mll\ of the C| Inm h service and
the Epworth Ledgue and week-evening prayer-
meetings),

CLOSING SERVICE.
1. SiNaING, X
I RESPONSIVE SENTENCES)

Sver, My son, fdrget not my law : hut let thine
heart keep my commandments: for
length days, and long life, and peace
shall they add to thee.

Scuoon. The Lorpiour God will we serve, and his
voice will we obey.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

LESSON VI. NEHEMIAIPS PRAYER.

|Nov. 5.

GOLDEN TEXT. Prosper, | pray thee, thy servant this day. Neh, 1,11,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read chapter 2.
Neh. 1. 1-11.

1 The words of Ne-he-mi‘ah the sonof Hach-
a-li‘ah. And it came to pass in the month Chis'-
leu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shu'shan
the palace,

2. That Ha'na-ni, one of my brethren, came, he

[ Comamit to memory verses 8-10.)

and certain men of Ju'dah; and 1 asked them |

concerning the Jews that had escaped, which
were left of the captivity, and concerning Je-ru'-
sa-lem,

3 And they said unto me, The remnant that are
left of the captivity there in the province are in
great affliction muf reproach: the wall of Je-ru'-
sa-lem also is broken down, and the gates thereof
are burned with fire,

4 And it came to pass, when I heard these
words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned
certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the
God of heaven,

5 And said, I beseech thee, O Lorp God of
heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth
covenant and merey for them that love him and
observe his commandments :

6 Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine
eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of
thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day
and night, for the children of Is'ra-el thy serv-
ants, and confess the sins of the children of Is'-
ra-¢l, which we have sinned against thee: both 1
and my father’s house have sinned,

7 We have dealt very correctly against thee,
and have not kept the commandments, nor the
statutes, nor the judgments, which thou com-
mandedest thy servant Mo'ses.

8 Remember, I beseech thee, the word that
thou commandest thy servant Mo'ses, saying, If
ye transgress, 1 will scatter you abroad among
+the nations :

9 But if ye turn unto me, and keep my com-
mandments, and do them; though there were
of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the
heaven, yet will 1 gather them from thence, and
will bring them unto the place that I have chosen
to set my name there,

10 Now these are thy servants and thy people,
whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power,
and by thy strong hand,

11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear he

REVISED VERSION,
1 The words of Ne-he-mi‘ah the son of THac-a-
li'ah,

Now it came to pass in the month Chis'lev,
in the twentieth year, as I was in Shu'sh
the palace, that Ha'na-ni, one of my brethren,
came, he and certain men out of Ju'dah ;
and 1 asked them concerning the Jews that
had escaped, which were left of the captivity,

3 and concerning Je-ru'sa-lem,  And they sail
unto me, The remnant that are left of te
captivity there in the province are in great
afliction and reproach: the wall of Je-ru'sa-lem
also is broken down, and the gates thereof ure
burned with fire, And it came to pass, wlen
I heard these words, that I sat down and
wept, and mourned certain days ; and I fasted
and prayed before the God of heaven, and suil,
1 beseech thee, O Lorp, the God of heaven,
the great and terrible God, that keepeth cove-
nant and merey with them that love him and

6 keep his commandments: let thine ear now
be .ttentive, and thine eyes open, that thou
mayest hearken unto the prayer of thy scrv-
ant, which I pray before thee at this time,
day and night, for the children of Is'ra-¢l thy
servants, while I confess the sins of the chil-
dren of Is'ra-el, which we have sinned against
thee: yea, I and my father’s house have
sinned.  We have dealt very corruptly against
thee, and have not kept the commandments,
nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which
thou commandedst thy servant Mo'ses, Re-
member, I beseech thee, the word that thou
commandedst thy servant Mo'ses, saying, If
ye trespass, I will scatter you abroad among

9 the peoples: but if ye return unto me, and
keep my commandments and do them, though
your outcasts were in the uttermost part of
the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence,
and will bring them unto the place that I have

10 chosen to cause my name to dwell there,  Now
these are thy servants and thy people, whom
thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and by

11 thy strong hand. O Lord, T beseech thee, let
now thine ear be attentive tothe prayer of thy
servant, and to ihe prayer of thy servants,
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attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the |
srayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy |
name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant |
this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this
man. For I was the king's cupbearer. |

who delight to fear thy name : and prosper, |
pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant
him merey in the sight of this man, (Now |
was cupbearer to the king.)

Time.—About B, (. 44 Place.—Susa.
Introductory Note.—Nchemiah followed Ezra
in the government of Judah, specially of Jerusa-
lem. He was a deeply religions man, and wise
in hig efforts to rebuild the city, Ie was an
ardent patriot,  Though a noble in the l’vlsmni
court and raised to wealth and honor, he forgot |
not his own land, desolate and afflicted, e
prayed for its welfare ; he worked us he prayed.
He was governor of Jerusalem for twelve years,
and ther returned to the Persian court, whence,
after five years, he again came back to his own
land and corrected evils which had erept in,

Home Readings.
M. Nehemiah’s Prayer. Neh. 1.
Tw. The request granted. Neh, 2, 1-11,
W. A good resolve, Neh, 2, 12-20,
Th. Confession and forgiveness, Lev, 206, 40-
46,
F. Precious promises. Dent, 30, 1-10.
S, Solomon’s prayer, 1 Kings 8, 46-53,
8. Turn us, O, Lord. Psa. 80

Lesson Hym

‘ount of every blessing,

heart to sing thy grace.

Iy faith looks up to thee,

Thou Lamb of Calvary.

SKION NIOR SCHOLARS.
1. A People’s Need, v. 1-3,

Who was Nehemiah ¥

How came this Jew to be in a Persian palace ?

What question did he ask of the men of Ju-
dah ¥

What was the “captivity’ spoken of in
verse 2 ¢

What report did the Jews bring to Nehemiah ¢

What points of comparison are there between
Jerusalem and the Church of Christ ?

How is Nehemiah an example to us ¥

What can we do to promote Christ’s King-
dom ¥
2. A Patriot’s Prayer, v. 4-11.

What effect had the sad news upon Nehe-
miah ?

What was his view of the divine Being ?

What did he regard as the true cause of the

| desolation of his nation ?

Why should the sinning make confession ¥

Should we ever confess to men ¥

When should we confess to God only ?

What did God say to Israel through Moses ?

What was the promise to Isracl if penitent ¥

For what did Nehemiah pray ? GoLveN TeEXT,

Why did Nehemiah wish God to prosper him ?
Verse 11,

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Avoid the sin of selfishness.  Think of others,
and especially of those who are in sorrow, Join
yourself in sympathy with others, and thus be
prompted to work for their welfare,

2. Pray, but let your prayer widen like an ever-
widening cirele uptil it includes the world,
“Thy kingdom come.”

3. Pray in faith for yourself and for others.
Let the prayer rest on the divine promises, Let
it be sincere, as shown by repentance, Let it be
‘without fainting.””  We should not despair of
receiving a blessing when we are asking for it,

QUESTIONS FOR IN
SCHOLA RS,

1. A People’s Need, v, 1-3.
Whose words have we in this lesson ¥
Who came to visit Nehemiah ?
Where was Nehemiah ?
In what month and year did the visit occur ¢
Concerning whom did Nehemiah ask ¥
What was the report about the people ?
What about the holy city ?
Who had caused this ruin? 2 Kings 25, 10,

2. A Patriot’s Prayer, v. 4-11.
What three things did Nehemiah do?
To whom did he pray ?

How did he address the Lord ¥
For whom did Nehemiah pray ¢
What confession did he make ?
What promise of the Lord did he plead ¢
Through whom was this promise given ?
What did Nehemiah say of the people ?

IRMEDIATE
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Whose favor did he desire to secure ?
What office did he hold ?
What king was this? Neh, 2. 1,

Practical Tenchings.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. A lesson of patriotism ?
2. A lesson of piety ?
3. The value of prayer?

QUESTIONS TOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Did all the captive Jews go back to Jerusa-
lem? No, some stayed in Persia.

Who was one of these ¢ Nehemiah.

Why did he live in the Kking's palace ?
waited on the king,

Who was the king at this time ?

Why did Nehemiah love to hear from his old
home ? It was dear to him,

Who brought him news one day ? Hanani.

What did he say was broken down? The
wall of the city.

Why was this a sad thing ?
open to its enemies.

What did Nehemiah want to do ?

Why was he willing to do it ?

What did he fear might hinder his going ?
The will of the king.

To whom did he go first ¢ To God, the great
King.

What did he ask?
the king to let him go.

It left the city

THE

BY J. L.

Artaxerxes.

That God would lead

LESSON

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. About whom did Nehemiah ask ? Cone
cerning the Jews in their own land and
Jerusalem.

2. What effect had the sad news upon him?
He fasted and prayed.

3. What was his prayer? GoOLDEN Texrt:
s¢ Prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this

| day.””

4, What was Nehemiah's position in Persia ?

| He was the king’s cupbearer.

NEW CHURCH CATECHIS,
8. Name the attributes of God.

The tributes of God are omnipre
cience, omnipotence ; wisdom, goo
truth, holiness, love.

nce, omnis-
88, freedom;

‘e himself in secret
saith the Lord. Do

Jeremiah xxiii. 24, Canany
places that I shall not see hi
not I fill heaven and earth

) the darkness hideth not
t shineth as the day: the
are both alike to thee.
. But Jesus beheld them, and
With men this is impossible ; but
ings are possible.

Psalm exxxix. 12, Y]
from thee ; but the nj
darkness and the lij

Matthew xix.

OUTLINE.

HURLBUT, D.D,

Nehemiah and His Prayer.

1. NEREMIAL
1. Nobles In....the palace, v.1.
The king's cupbearer. v. 11,
Not many noble, 1 Cor, 1, 26,
2. Patriotics [/ asked. v. 2.
If I forget thee,  Psa. 137, 5,
Prosper that love thee, Psa. 122, 6,
3. Praving. Prayed before God. V. 4,
Men pray everywhere, 1 Tim, 2. 8,
1 bow my knees, Eph. 3. 14,
I1. s PrAYER,
1. Earnest.
Fervent prayer.

Wept. v. 4.
James 5. 16,

I fell down, Deut. 9. 18, 19,

2. Humble. Fusted. v.4.
Tumble yourselves, James 4. 9, 10,
By prayer and fasting, Mark 9. 29.

3. Persevering. Day and night. v.6,
Instant in prayer. Rom. 12.12,
Will not let thee go. Gen. 32, 26,

4, Confessing. IHave sinned. vs.6,7.
I will confess. Psa, 82. 5.
If we confess, 1John 1.9,

5. Pleading promise, Remember. vs, 8,0,

Remember the word, Psa. 119. 49,
My words....not pass away. Luke 21,33

IXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

Our present lesson is taken from the Book of Nehemiah, which is believed to have been
written about B. C. 431, It is largely a personal narrative, and is a direct sequel to the Book of
Ezra. The two men thus named as authors were far more truly representative of the restored
Judaism than were Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and their colleagues, whose picty and patriotism, while




[Nov. 5,

Nov. 5.] SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 653

[HISM.

)

ask ? Cone
n land and

s upon him?

DEN Texr:
ervant this

n in Persia ?

nce, omnis-
8s, freedom;

mself in secret
the Lord. Do
y Lord.

ess hideth not
the day: the
 to thee.

1eld them, and
npossible ; but

riches both of

. 49,
Luke 21. 33.

to have been
» the Book of
{ the restored
triotism, while

genuine, were sadly unenergetic and slow ; heirs respectively of the ancient royalty and hierarchy,
the springs of all their goodness were in the past. But neither Ezra nor Nehemiah had * heredi-
tary rights ;" at least they did not base their authority on their great-grandfathers. They saw
with clear vision the needs of the hour ; they heard God’s command ; and with sublime faith and
inexorable purpose they set themselves to the task of rebuilding their nation. Nehemiah was
unmistakably “a born king,” though his father, for all we know, may have been a plebeian, As
a Hebrew captive he was trained for the life of a Persian courtier. He became * cupbearer to
the king,” Artaxerxes, and so won the royal respect and sympathy that when the news of the
desolation of Jerusalem saddened him the king appointed him to be governor of that city, with
orders to rebuild and defend it, and with liberal assistance to make possible the fulfillment of these
commands, For at least thirteen years Nehemiah ruled over Judea with vigor and justice. He
made Jerusalem the leading city of the land. But his greatest work was that of turning a little
group of poverty-stricken and dejected Jews into a prosperous and well-organized nation of
patriots, and exchanging their half-heathenish customs for unrivaled loyalty to the God of their
fathers, Our lesson shows the very beginning of this great work,

Verse 1. Nehemiah, The cupbearer, as we | in Jerusalem. Had escaped. Had been made
have seen, of King Artaxerxes, Modern Euro-| free from direct Babylonian control by the earlier
pean and American usage might class cup-|return. Though ninety years had elapsed since
bearers among menials, but in the East the|that return, the Jews of Palestine were still
most valued friend of a king, the man who has | known as ‘‘those who had escaped.” Left of
highest reputation as statesman and largest | the eaptivity. This phrase points to the ter-
local influence, regards as his chief honor ap-|rible hardships which Jerusalem had survived
pointment to such a post. Nehemiah was a man | from the time of Cyrus until now. Concerning
of ability, and had become wealthy, The month | Jerusalem, This city was precious to godly
Chisleu, The ninth month of the Jewish year, | Jews, not merely as London must always
corresponding to the end of November and the | have peculiar interest to Britons or Paris for
beginning of December. In the twentieth Frenchmen, but as the chosen earthly abode of
year. The twentieth year of Artaxerxes’s reign, | the true God; the headquarters of the true
This fixes the date near to the close of B. C. 445, | religion. (1) We should constantly have in our
ninety years after the first return from Babylo- | heart love for God's people and interest in God's
nian captivity. Shushan the palace. ‘‘The cause.
palatial city.” One of the royal residences of | 3. The province. Judea, now a provinee of
the Persian empire; it stood east of the Tigris | the Persian empire. The remmnant . . . are
and north of the Euphrates; known to the in great affliction and reproach. They had
ancient Greeks as Susa, to the modern Bedouins! never really prospered, though the population
as Shush. The ruins of its palaces were discov- | had been increased, many houses had been built,
ered in 1852, and foreign traders had flourished. Pheenician

2. Hanani, one of my brethren. Not a|fishermen had stalls in Jerusalem ; traders from
brother Jew merely, but his own brother. He was | Tyre had booths for their ware; and Nehemiah
afterward made a civic officer (Neh, 7. 2). He | has proceeded only a little way with his story be-
is to be distinguished from the priest of the same | fore we hear of guilds (or as we might call them,
name (Neh. 12, 86), Came. From Jerusalem  trades unions) of goldsmiths and of apothecaries,
to Susa, Certain men of Judah. ‘Men out  while carpenters and locksmiths and other crafts-
of Judah ;" that is, men who had just returned | men are also mentioned. But this shows organ-
from the ancient province. I asked them |ization and effort, not prosperity. Untiring
concerning the Jews. From Josephus we | enemies, poor crops, lack of public conscience,
learn that Nehemiah, doubtless attended by a |and a pitiable lack of leadership had brought on
gorgeous retinue, walked one afternoon outside | the hardest of hard times. The nobles had made
Susa’s walls, Certain men with foreign accent | alliances with some of the worst enemies of the
and travel-worn were drawing near 1o the city’s | nation, and the poorer classes were neglectful of
gate, Listening, he discovered that their speech |the law of God. Burdensome taxes were levied
was old Hebrew, the language his mother had | by the imperial Persian government, but Artax-
used, On joining them he discovered that they |erxes himself was unable to protect this un-
had just arrived from Judah, and (more aston- | walled city from raids of robbers, who stole
ishing yet) that one of them was his own brother. | men and women as well as gold and cattle ; and
N y his first question was about the Jews | the sun often arose over the dead bodies of Jews
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who had dared overnight to defend their own,
The wall of Jerusalem also is broken
down, and the gates thereof are burned
with fire, This meant to Nehemiah that the
walls destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar had not
been rebuilt nor the gates replaced. The ruin
wrought one hundred and thirty-seven years be-
fore was unmitigated. The feeble attemipts of
the governors of Jerusalem to rebuild the walls
had been foiled by vigorous attacks of rival
chiefs. One fact was clear—the wall of Jerusa-
lem must be promptly rebuilt if the city was ever
again to be the capital of the Lord’s people,
(2) So Christ's Church, the earthly Jerusalen, needs
to be so protected that foes shall be kept out and friends
kept safe.

4, These words came with a terrible shock
to Nehemiah, Pursuing his duties at the Persian
court, honored, and with wealth easily in grasp,
he had often comfortably thought of the colony
at Jerusalem. But now its deplorable condition
is suddenly revealed, Better even than the Jews
of Jerusalem this practiced statesman knew the
imminent danger in which they were so long as
the city reraained unwalled,  Mourned cers
tain days, and fasted, and prayed. These
days were extended into about five months, as
we learn by comparing Neh 1. 1, with 2. 1. All
three of these pious occupations—mourning,
fasting, and prayer—were doubtless formal as
well as sincere, for the oriental always tends to
formal expression of deep feelings. The God
of heaven. This large conception of God be-
came more and more prominent among God’s
people when for the first time they were widely
scattered. (3) Owr pragers should take in the gen-
erval interest of God’s cause,

5. O Lord God of heaven, ‘ Lorp ™ means
Jehovah, Notwithstanding that God's home is
the all-including heavens, he is still the personal
(iod of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, The great
and terrible God, that keepeth covenant
and mercy for them that love him and ob«
serve his commandments, It would be diffi-
calt in one sentence to compress more of rev-
ercnt theology than Nehemiah has here given
us. The burned temple of Jerusalem, the de-
molished walls, the dispersed nation, the destrue-
tion of Babylon, which as God's agent had
wrought this destruction on Jerusalem—all of
these showed God's greatness and terribleness.
But he * keepeth covenant " also, His greatness
will be used in fulfillment of his promises. Bet-
ter still, he is a merciful God, He had promised
restoration and mercy and prosperity to the
Jews if they would turn to him, and surely the
GGod who kept his terrible promises will keep his
tender promises. There is a comfortable touch

| covenant,
| his will, for he asks nothing beyond what a rightly

of confidence throughout. Faulty as Nehemiah
and his compatriots may have been, they loved
God and sought to observe his commandments,
Therefore they had claim on God’s covenant,
(4) The wmightier God is the safer arve his children,
cven thowgh they be full of hoonan infirmities,  (5)
God's love is freely given to all wmeny however wicked
they may be ; but only those who give their love in re-
turn arve in condition to accept the blessings of his
(6) Those who love God will delight to do

constituted nature freely gives.

6. Thine ear « . . thine eyes, The belief
that man was made in the image of God has al-
ways helped human devotions.  When saints of
old reached out after God they were comforted
by thoughts of his feet hastening to their relief,
his hands outstretched in blessing, his eyes that
never slumbered norslept watching them, hisears
attentive to their prayer.  And when, in the full-
ness of time, God really came to earth it was in
the person of a man, whose feet and hands and
eyes and cars were all used to bring sufferir
men and women close to their heavenly Father,
Hear the prayer of thy servant. Which
prayer, however, is not for himself. I pray
before thee now, day and ht. low
closely Nehemiah meets the conditions of suc-
cessful prayer afterward laid down by our Lord !
The children of Israel thy servants. God's
servants by right, even when unfaithful to God;
the chosen people.  The sins « « « Which we
have sinned against thee. The favored
courtier of Artaxcrxes shrinks not from identi-
fication with the sinful nation from which he
sprang. Both I and my father’s house have
sinned. Ile recognizes his personal failure to
please God in all partienlars. () Whoever comes
ufore God should come honnbly,

7. We have dealt very corruptly. The
national character had been so depraved that
Nehemiah can hardly use too strong language in
describing it.  Ilave not kept the command-
ments, nor the statutes, nor the judg-
ments. General terms, these, expressing the
law given to Moses and the spiritual teachings
of the prophets,

8. The word that thou commandedst
thy servant Moses, What follows is not a
direct quotation from any ** book of Moses ™ as we
now have it, but it is in close harmony with Lev.
26, 27-30; Deut. 28. 45-52, and other passages.
9. But if ye turn, etc. A continuation of
the quotation from Moses. Nehemiah finds in
the fulfillment of the threats a ground of hope
for the fulfillment of the promises.

10. Now these are thy servamts. The
quotation is ended, and Nehemiah resumes his
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prayer. Redeemed by thy great power.
The history of Israel is a history of successive
“redemptions ™ from distresses resulting from
unfaithfulness to God.

11. To the prayer of thy servant, and to
the prayer of thy servants, Iere Nehemiah
strengthens his faith by recalling other earnest
souls who offered the same prayer.

“ Though sundered far, by faith we mect
Around oné common merey scat,”

Who desire to fear thy name. Didight to
fear it. Prosper, I pray thee, thy servant
this day, and grant him mercy in the sight
of this man. In God's presence the mighty
king himself was simply * this man,” whose will
could as easily be curbed by God as the will of
his courtier. This was certainly not a petition
for the Judean governorship ; nevertheless Ne-
hemiah's appointment to be governor of Judea
was a direct answer to this prayer, exceedingly
abundant above all he asked or thought,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. The wordsof Nehemiah. Nche-
miah was a high official in great favor at the
court of Artaxerxes, king of Persia, who re l;.'m-(l
from B. C. 465-425. As we have four lessons this |
quarter in the Book of Nehemiah, no teacher or
intelligent scholar should fail to read it (omitting, |
of course, chapters 3, 7, 10, and 12), for most
everything known of Nchemiah will be found in
this book, There were two other persons known
as Nehemiah, (See Ezra 2. 2 and Nch. 3, 16,) He

was governor of Judea twice, The first lmw;‘

from B. C, 445-433. The duration or exact date
of his second term is not known. Chislev. This
was the ninth month of the Jewish year, corre-
sponding to our November-December, according
to the moon. Twentieth year, B.C. 445,
There seems to be a slight diserepancy between
this verse and chap. 2. 1, probably a clerical error.
Shushan. One of the royal residences of the

Persian kings. It was on the river Ulai in Elam, |
about one hundred and fifty miles east of Baby- '

lon, and one hundred miles directly north of the
Persian Gulf. Many and important discoveries |
have been made by Loftus and Dieulafoy among
the ruins of thisancient city. 'The palace. Or,
rather, fortified place. That part of the city

where the royal residence; the citadel, and gov- |

ernment buildings were located.

2. Hanani. Thh was  Nehemiah's  own
brother (chap ot least a near relative, and
not simply a fellow-¢o atryman, Heis not to be
confounded with a priest of the same name men-
tioned in chap. 12.36. Certain men out of Jue
dah. Not merely Jews, but messengers direct
from Jerusalem in Judah. The Jews that had
escaped. This phrase isexpressed by one word
in Heprcw—ﬂmt is, ““the ones having been res-
cued” from captivity, Though ninety years had
clapsed since Cyrus in 538 or 536 had allowed the
Jews to return to the land of their fathers, the
national life had not proven a great success.

3. The remnant. Only a small number of
the Jews ever returned to Palestine, and of these

| zealous ones many had died, and many more had
hunnu- unfaithful ; to that the loyal few were
fv\\ indeed. It is so hard to fight for the right
when most men are against us, In the prov-
| ince. In Judah or the territory around Jerusa-

h m. Affliction and reproach. (Read chap.2.17

and 4,2,3.) No people have suffered more perse-
| cution and reproach than the Jews. They have
ever been the object of sarcasm and taunting
|scorn. The wall « + . broken down. It is
not probable that the walls had been fully rebuilt

since their destruction by the Babylonians in B. C.
‘L.N« or nearly one hundred and fifty years before
‘lhlh visit of Nehemiah, (See 2 Kings 25, 10,) We
know that Artaxerxes some years before this had
linterfered with the rebuilding of Jerusalem. (See

Ezra 6. 21.) Gates . « « burned. The flame
was a great agent in the destruction of conquered
| cities, The Bible, as well as the cxcavations in
Bible lands, bears testimony to this fact,

4. When I heard. Occupied with business
of state, and enjoying great prosperity, he may
have lost sight of the Jews for a time,  If people
knew the misery around them, much more would
I'be done to alleviate the same. Wept. 8hed
tears. Mourned. Manifested great grief, such
| as one would for adead friend. Fasted. Fast-
| ing became very common after the exile, God
of heaven. High above all earthly power.
| This title of God, though very common in post-
exilic writings, and, indeed, in the Persian in-
seriptions, is certainly not of Persian origin.
(See Gen. 24, 3, 7 and Jonah 1. 9.)

5. The great and terrible God. Almighty
to defend his people and terrible to his enemies.
Keepeth covenant and mercy. The hum-
blest believer finds great comfort and strength
in meditating upon the character and attributes
of God. Thereisastriking resemblance between
this prayer and that of Daniel (9. 4). (Compare
also Exod. 20.5, 6: Deut. 7.9, 21;and | Kings8.23.)
With them !hnt love him. The more we love
God the more we realize his mercy and the
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steadfastness of his promises. The doctrine of
love to God, though preeminently of the New

7.839.206,29, ete. The reference is to the miracles
of Jehovah in Egypt, the wilderness, and all

Testament, is, nevertheless, constantly taught in | through the story of Israel.

most every book of the Old Testament.

6. Let thine ear, etc. Almost the same
words as those used by Solomon, (See 1Kings 8.
29, 52.) Confess the sins. One of the condi-
tions of forgiveness clearly taught in the law of
Moses. (See Lev. 5. 15.) Confession and prayer
went naturally together. (See Ezra10.1; Num, 5.
7;and Deut. 9.20.) Iand my father’s house.
Tradition makes Nehemiah a descendant of
David ; thus of the royal house of Judah. Hence
the appropriateness of his confession,

7. We have dealt very corruptly. The
story of Isracl from Egypt to Babylon was one
of continuous backsliding. It was such as to
humiliate the pious Jew. Commandments.
The entire Mosaic law. Statutes, Nearly the
same, but having reference to particular written
laws. Judgments., Not necessarily written
laws, but decisions handed down by tradition—
precedents, These three words, as very much of
the language of Nehemiah, occur constantly in
Deuteronomy. .

8. The word. The exact quotation cannot
be found. Thy servant Moses. Nehemiah
was old-fashioned enough to believe in the Mosaic
authorship of Deuteronomy and the other books
of the Pentateuch, from which he so often quotes.
(Compare Lev.26. 83 ff ; Deut.4. 25 ff; and 80,4 f.)
Had he studied some of our modern theological
books, he might have written differently. After
all, it isatleast conceivable that he knew as much
about the matter as the average higher critic of
our day, who says, ** We know absolutely nothing
about Moses * (Prophets of Israel, page 17).

9. Your outcasts, This is acollective term,
and refers to those Jews driven out of Canaan by
Jehovah, Uttermost part of the heaven.
The most distant country. The place where the
arch of heaven seems to rest upon the ground ;
therefore the farthest point. (Compare Deut. 30.
4.) Unto the place that I have chosen to
cause my name to dwell there. Another
quotation from Deuteronomy. (See Deut. 12.11.)
This is one of the most common passages in that
book ; it occurs in substance no less than twenty
times. The place referred to, without doubt, is
Jerusalem and its glorious temple. The name of
Jehovah is constantly used by Hebrew writers as
equivalent to Jehovah himself, and expressing his
character, essence, and attributes.

10. Thy people. No longer aliens on ac-
count of their gins, but penitent Israelites ; there-
fore restored to the land of their fathers as well
as to the favor of God. Redeemed by thy
great power. These words also recall Deut.

11. To fear thy name. (Seenoteonverse9,)
Prosper . . . thy servant. IHelphim so that he

| may help his fellows. Inthe sight of this man,

That is, of Artaxerses. We are not to think that
this prayer was silently made in the presence of
the king. I was cupbearer. None but the
trustiest were chosen for this office, since it pre-
sented numberless opportunities for poisoning

| the king, and otherwise betraying him. Orien-

tal cupbearers were compelled in some courts to
taste all drinks offered the monarch so as to make
poisoning as difficult as possible.

Thoughts for Young People.

The Example of Nehemiah.

1. Notice Nehemiah's fidelity to his father's God
while in a strange land, in the temptations of the
palace and the cares of public life, Letthe young
man away from home follow his example.

2. Notice Nehemiah's devotedness to the interests of
the Church, His first inquiry was concerning it;
his prayers were in its behalf ; for it he was ready
to make every sacrifice.

8. Notice Nehemiak's industrious, practical
spirit, Read the story of his inspecting the con-
dition of the city, his endeavor to arouse the
people to action, and his labor in rebuilding the
wall, What are you doing to build up Christ's
Church ?

4, Notice Nehemiak's self-denyiny liberality. He
gave up much of position and wealth for the sake
of God’s people.

5. Notice Neheniah's persevering spirit, not yield-
ing to obstacles, but overcoming them.

6. Notice Nehemiak's intense zeal for a pure
Church, He led the people back to an obedience
of God’s law, to a solemn covenant with God, to
keeping the Sabbath.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY J. T. GRACEY, D.D.

If the date fixed by the Magi for the life of Zo-
roaster be accepted as correct at about six hun-
dred years before Christ, we see a remarkable
preservation of the pure theology of the Hebrews
in the midst of the idolatry of the period. That
such a simple, sublime, and unadulterated prayer
as this of Nehemiah could have been composed
in such an environment as Persia, at that time,
is in evidence of the remarkable spirit of inspi-
ration which was never absent from the Hebrew
nation, though prophets proved faulty, and
Urim and Thummim failed. Let this prayer be
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compared with the purest and best of the Zenda-
vesta hymns, and the contrast will be greatly in
favor of the Hebrew utterance. We are told
that the Persians were the only nation of the
East with whom the Israelites came in contact
who did not worship idols. But idolatry per-
vades those hymns. Zoroaster himself be-
came an object of worship, as ‘“the holy lord
of the ritual order;” his words in the Avesta
also became revered 80 as to be an object of wor-
ship: “We worship the utterances of Zoroaster |
and his religion, his faith, and his love.” They
were so liberal in their religious inclinations that

guise, but as they are principally in one bazaar,
they take turns in watching over the stores.
They do no work on holy days. They circum-
cise their male children on the eighth day after
birth, and they instruct their youth in reading
and writing through the rabbi. They neglect
no religious rite, and the language used in corre-
spondence is Hebrew ; but they are all able to
read and write Persian. They all have two
names, the biblical name for the family, friends,
and fellow-believers, and the Turkish name for
strangers, They marry only among themselves,
thus furnishing a contrast to the “‘remnant”

they praised every system of religious creed and | left in Jerusalem, whose intermarriage with oth-
ritual : * We worship the former religions of the | ers than Jews was the source of so much evil that
world. . . . We worship the milk offering and | Nehemiah was obliged to degrade from the
the libation. . . . We worship all plants and all | priesthood persons thus allied with heathen
good men and women.” The inferiority of the | through these mixed marriages. The thousands
best portions of the sacred literature of the Per- 1 of “remnants” of Jews found in various parts
sians and of the total religious ideals of the times | of the world afford a living commentary on the

of Ezra and Nehemiah in the East leave little |
room for doubt of the strangely divine provi- |
dence which preserved these Hebrew Seriptures |
from material corruption. After a century, |
when Nehemiah caused them to be rendered even !
in free translation from the language in which |
they were written—a language which had become |
asa‘‘dead ” language to the hearersexcept as the |
readers * gave the sense’—the people instine- |
tively recognized their majestic superiority toall |
the other religious literature of the times. No |
monarch, no poet, no priest, no prophet of the
period outside of Israel could have composed
such a prayer as this of Nehemiah,

The “remnant’ left (verse 3),and who as a com-
munity had survived after ninety years, was little
acquainted with the experiences of the exile,
save as they had been told of them by their

“remnant  left in Jerusalem,

By Way of lllustration.
BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

Nehemiah and his work. Dr. F. B. Meyer was
asked what led to his full consecration. He an-
swered @

“There were two sayings that impressed me
very deeply. One was quoted by Mr. Moody, He
overheard one man-say to another in Dublin,
“The world does not yet know what God can ac-
complish through a thoroughly consecrated man.’
The other saying was from Hudson Taylor, made
to me one day, ‘God told me that he was going to
evangelize inland China, and that he would do it
through me if I would only walk by his side.’ "

God wants to do many great works through his

iuthers. This was a new generation, They are | children if they will only walk by his side.

represented by the “remmnant” left in Persia, | Nehemiak’s compassion. Compassion for those
many of whom are still faithful to their Hebrew | who suffer is an outgrowth of piety. Our Lord
traditions after centuries of subjugation and |was the impersonation of compassion. The Daily
persecution. There is said to be a congregation | Tdegraph, of London, says, ‘ Out of every hun-
of Jews who still observe their Jewish tra-|dred pounds given to charity in England to-day
ditions in secret. The report is irom Ger- | ninety-nine come from religious men and
man sources, dated at Teheran, the capital of | women.” Spurgeon quaintly says: ‘It is a
Persia. It was published in Die Wilt, The town | wretched business for a man to call himself a
where they live is on the frontier of the Russian | Christian and have a soul which never peeps out
province Transkaspir. The community numbers " from between his own ribs, It is horrible to be
but about three hundred. As long ago as about | living to be saved, living to get to heaven, living
one hundred and eighty years they were foreibly | to enjoy religion, and yet never to live to bless
converted to Mohammedanism, but their con- | others and ease the misery of a moaning world.”
version was only nominal, for they kept faithfully | Nehemiak's prayer. A striking characteristic of
to the religion of their fathers. They possess four | this petition is its use of Scripture. Daniel’s sup-
hidden synagogues, in which the congregation | plication, Solomon’s prayer of dedication, and the
meet on the Hebrew Sabbath days and Jewish | pleas of Moses make up almost every sentence,
holidays. They are forced to keep their business | These *““old masters ” in the art of prayer are
places open on these days to keen up the dis- ! ever worth studying. The Bible is no collection of
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imaginary situations and possible escape, but the | cere, simple way, as a matter of course, the

record of God moving among the nations, and the

habit of his life, expecting God would hear and

y and merey with which he came into those | answer, and, according to a spiritual iaw which

still the world’shope. No man suffers or
conquers for himself alone.— ', I, Southgate.

Importunity in prayer. A little Sunday school
boy in Jamaica called upon the missionary and
stated that he had lately been very ill, and in his
sickness often wished his minister had been pres-
ent to pray for him. ‘But Thomas,” said the
missionary, ‘I hope you prayed yourself."”

*“Indeed, 1 did.”

¢ And how did youn pray?”

““1 just begged, and God made me well.”

Bower df prayer. A woman came to a mission-
ary at Bengalore, asking him to interfere and
prevent a certain native Christian from praying
for her any more. When asked how she knew
that the Christian was praying for her she re-
plied : ““ I used to perform my worship to the idols
quite comfortably, but for some time past I have
not been able to do so. Besides, he told me at one
time that he was praying for my family, and now
my son and two daughters have become Chris-
tians. If he goes on praying, he may make me
become a Christian too, e is always bringing
things to pass with his prayers. Somebody must
make him stop.”—Misswnary Herald,

Prayer in extremity. Many men have learned to
pray when they were in great difficulty. Stanley
in darkest Africa, and in great extremity, learnsto
trust God, and finds in prayer his strength for
each hard day. Lord Shaftesbury, who carried to
successful completion the great labor reforms of
England, told the people that they must not
praise him; the work had been wrought out
through prayer to an Almighty God, and to him
was all the glory.

Nehemial’s patriotism. Let us re-define patriot-
ism. It has been a willingness to go out with a
brass band and kill somebody for our country’s
sake. Let it also be a willingness to practice self-
denial and save somebody for our country’s sake.
—Monday Club.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

BY MRS, J. I. KNOWLES,

Nehemiah knew the source of power, He saw
the unseen, lHe held the secret of great accom-
plishment, THe believed that things which are
impossible with men are possible with God. He
recognized a force behind the Persian throne,
God was real to him. He was accustomed to
pour out his heart to him. He relied upon
prayer not as an exercise profitable for his own
soul, but as a means to bring to pass things
which he greatly desired. He used it in a sin-

we cannot understand, also according to human
experience through all ages, he proved that * the
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much.”

We cannot explain how one can talk with an-
other over the telephone hundreds of miles
away, nor the greater wonder that we can com-
municate without any visible medium, but we
accept the fact without the explanation, and get
the benefit of it. God has always known these
possibilities ; the underlying natural laws have
never been secret or strange to him. Man is
just beginning to find them out. God knows
there is a spiritual law which connects the
prayer of a sincere soul with its answer. And
because this is so vital to our well-being he has
not left us to await the slow discoveries of the
ages before we can make use of it, but has re-
vealed it in his word. We are not told how
prayer affects our lives, or how it affects the
mind of God ; but we believe that it does because
God says so. Perhaps one of the delights of
heaven will be the revelation to us of those
secret laws whose working we now accept and
use only by faith. God says:* Call upon me,
and I willanswer ;" ** Ask, and ye shall receive ;"
“If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God ;"
“What things ye desire when ye pray believe
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”
The Bible is full of exhortations, promises, and
illustrations concerning prayer. 'We say we be-
lieve in it, but I doubt if we have tested fully its
power in the affairs of every day. The prayer of
Nehemiah is a golden key with which to unlock
the door of each new morning. * Prosper, I pray
thee, thy servant this day;" and then as each
emergency comes along if, as he did, we lift our
heart to the God of heaven, the guidance, the wis-
dom, the prospering, are given according to the
need,

May we pray about everything? Yes, ‘“in
everything by prayer and supplication let your
requests be made known unto God.” But be
careful of the spirit in which you pray. God is
pleased only with unselfish and sincere requests,
Sometimes this experience is spoken of in a
very irreverent way. I have heard one say to
another, laughing as she said it, * Pray that it
may not rain and spoil all our fun,” or, * Pray
that I may get that thing I want so much.” The
least thing that affects our happiness or comfort
our Father in heaven cares for, He notices the
fall of a sparrow, and numbers the hairs of our
head. But we must speak to him reverently,
sincerely, unselfishly, not wanting our own way




[Nov. 5,

course, the
d hear and
1 iaw which
g to human
d that * the
iteous man

Ik with an-
s of miles
e can com-
im, but we
on, and get
nown these
laws have
n. Man is
iod knows
nnects the
swer. And
ing he has
ries of the
but has re-
t told how
affects the
nes because
delights of
s of those
accept and
| upon me,
Il receive ;"
k of God ;"
ray believe
awve them.”
ymises, and
say we be-
ed fully its
e prayer of
- to unlock
sper, I pray
en as each
we lift our
ce, the wis-
ding to the

Yes, “in
n let your
' But be
iy, God is
¢ requests,
n of in a
one say to
ray that it
or, “Pray
ich.” The
or comfort
notices the
Airs of our
reverently,
r own way

Nn\'. 5.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 659

if e sees something else is better for us. This
was the spirit of Nehemiah's prayer. He was
true to God in a heathen court, and had the
habit of communion with him ; not just when he
wus in trouble or had some special want, but
every day and all thetime.  He had prayed ‘* day
and night ? about this matter before he spoke to
the king. It is said of George Miller, whose life
isa wonderful testimony to the power of prayer,
that if ever he became conscious of being too
busy to pray as he ought, at the expense of his
public work he would take timeto be alone with
God, and he often said to those who had ‘‘too
much to do” to spend time in this way that
« four hours’ work for which one hour of prayer
prepares is better than five hours’ work with the
prayer left out.” Any undertaking, any diffi-
culty, any besetting sin, any differences between
friends, any worry or anxiety, can be successfully
managed by any one of us if we take Nehe-
miah's way to do it.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

In the study of this lesson do not fail to read
the entire Book of Nehemiah ; urge the scholars
on the Sunday before the lesson to read the
book, and to bring to the class their estimate
of Nehemiah’s character, its traits, ete.....Show
on the map the location of Shushan, Judea,
ete., and Nehemiah's journey....The “Thoughts
for Young People” will suggest a line of
treatment, presenting Nehemiah as an  ex-
ample in character. An interesting story may
be made of his work, and of his noble character-
istics. ... Another plan might be made on the basis
of Nehemiah’s ‘seven hindrances,” and how
he overcame them: (1) The distance—one thou-
sand two hundred miles ; (2) The poverty of the
Jews; (3) Their discouraged, apathetic spirit:
(4) Their miserable class strife—nobles against
common people ; (5)The extent of the work ;
(6) The opposition of the enemies; (7) The
general laxity of obedience to the law of God.
Show how God’s workers encounter the same
hindrances now....8till another p'.n is to con-
sider God as the Helper of his people: (1) The
difficulties amid which Nehemiah prayed for
lelp; (2) The purpose for which he asked help ;
(3) The divine Helper; (4) The character of the
Lelp given.

A

orTi NS.

Lord, we come before thee now,
Father, I stretch my hands to thee,
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
Father, lead me day by day.

Awake, my soul, in joyful lays.
Hear thou my prayer.

Shine on our souls.

Come, Jesus, Redeemer,

Out on the midnight deep.

Blackboard.

BY THOMAS G, ROGERS,

RAYER p° PROSPERITY

It grieved Nehemiah when he inquired concern-
ing Jerusalem to learn that the city was in ruing
and his people in great affliction and reproach.
In his extremity he fasted, and prayed that God
would prosper him. The bridge of prayer is on
the true path of profperity ; we must ask and
seek and knock in prayer. Thus Nehemiah re-
ceived the king's assistance, finding favor in his
sight, and a door of opportunity was openeda
whereby he might restore Jerusalem, In the ac
somplishment of all our plans let us pray for suc
cess, and God will prosper us and our work, a,
he did his servant of old.

Library References.
BY REV, 8, G. AYRES,

Nenemian,—Rawlinson, Ezra and Nehemiai
Hill, Companion Characters, Ewald, History «
lsrael, Geikie, Old Testament Characters, page
467. Robinson, Seripture Characters, vol. i, page
348, Morris, Sacred Biography, vol. ii, page 176,
ie, Old Testwment Tortraits, page 360, Stan-
ley, Jewish Church, vol. iii, Geikie, Hours with the
Bible, vol. vi, pages 409-505. Hunter, After the
Erile,

HanaNt.—Ewald, History of Isracl, vol. v, page
148. Hengstenberg, Kingdom of God in the Ole
Testament, vol. ii, page 161,

ARTAXERXES.—Rawlinson, Ezra and Nehemiah,
pages 18, 82, Morris, Sacred Biography, vol. i,
pages 130-153. Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol.

Saviour, listen to our prayer.

vi, pages 427, 487,
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SuvsuanN.—Taylor, Ruth and Esther, pages 106,
107, 161. Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol. vi,
pages 455, 450,

FreemAN's HANDBOOK OF BIBLE MANNERS
AND Cvstoms: Ver, 1, Chisleu, 377, Ver. 11,
The royal butler, 378,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 4.—Maclaren, Alexander, *The Church
and Social Evils,” The Homiletic Review, March
1808, page 235, Nettleton, A., *“The Duty of
Fasting, and the Manner in Which the Duty
Should be Performed,” Renains, page 220.

LESSON VII. REBUILDING THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM. [Nov. 12,

GOLDEN TEXT. Watch and pray.

AuTHORIZED VERSION.
[Read the chapter.)

Neh. 4. 7-18. [ Commit to memory verses 15-18.]

7 But it came to pass, that when San-bal’lat,
and To-bi'ah, and the A-ra'bi-ans, and the Am'-
mon-ites, and the Ash'dod-ites, heard that the
walls 0. ‘ru'sa-lem were made up, and that the
breaches began to be stopped, then they were very
wroth,

8 And conspired all of them together to come
and to fight against Je-ru'sa-lem, and to hin-
der it, 5

9 Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our
God, and set a watch against them day and night,
because of them.

10 And Ju'dah said, The strength of the bearers
of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish;
s0 that we are not able to build the wall.

11 And our adversaries said, They shall not
know, neither see, till we come in the midst
among them, and slay them, and cause the work
to cease.

12 And it came to pass, that when the Jews
which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten
times, From all places whence ye shall return
unto us they will be upon you.

13 Therefore set 1 in the lower places behind
the wall, and on the higher places, I even set the
people after their families with their swords, their
spears, and their bows.

14 And I looked, and rose up, and said unto the
nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the
Ycopl\', Be not ye afraid of them: remember the
Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your
brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your
wives, and your houses.

15 And it came to pass, when our enemies
heard that it was known unto us, and God had
brought their counsel to naught, that we re-
turnl;sd all of us to the wall, every one unto his
work.

16 And it came to pass from that time forth,
that the half of my servants wrought in the work,
and the other half of them held both the spears,
the shields, and the bows, and the habergeons |
3nd‘ Te rulers were behind all the house of

udahn,

17 They which builded on the wall, and they
that bare burdens, with those that laded, every one
with one of his hands wrought in the work, and
with the other Zand held a weapon.

Matt. 26. 41,

REVISED VERSION.

n

7 But it came to pass that, when San-bal'lat,
and To-bi’ah, and the A-ra'bi-ans, and the
Am'mon-ites, and the Ash'dod-ites, heard
that the repairing of the walls of Je-ru’sa-
lem went forward, and that the breaches
gan to be stopped, then they were very
wroth ; and they conspired all of them to-
gether to come and fight against Je-ru'sa-
lem, and to cause confusion therein, But we
made our prayer unto our God, and set a
watch against them day and night, because
of them., And Ju'dah said, The strength of
the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there
is much rubbish ; go that we are not able to
build the wall. And our adversaries said,
They shall not know, neither see, till we come
into the midst of them, and slay them, and
cause the work to cease, And it came to pass
that, when the Jews which dwelt by them
came, they said unto us ten times from all

13 places, Ye must return unto us. Therefore

set I in the lowest parts of the space behind

the wall, in the open places, I even set the
people after their families with their swords,
their spears, and their bows. And I looked,
and rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to
the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be
not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord,
which is great and terrible, and fight for your
brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your
wives, and your houses. And it came to pass,
when our enemies heard that it was known
unto us, and God had brought their counsel
to nought, that we returned all of us to the
wall, every one unto his work. And 1t came
to pass from that time forth, that half of my
servants wrought in the work, and half of
them held the spears, the shields, and the
bows, and the coats of mail; and the rulers
were behind all the house of Ju'dah. They
that builded the wall and they that bare bur-
dens laded themselves, every one with one
of his hands wrought in the work, and with

18 the other held his weapon; and the build-




[Nov. 12,

N

‘The Church
view, March
‘he Duty of
*h the Duty
ze 220.

. [Nov. 12,

1 San-bal'lat,
s, and the
1-ites, heard

of Je-ru’sa-
breaches be-
y were very
of them to-
nst Je-ru'sa-
ein.  But we
d, and set a
ght, because
» strength of
ad, and there
e not able to
rsaries said,
, till we come
vy them, and
_came to pass
velt by them
mes from all
s. Therefore
space behind
even set the
their swords,
And I looked,
10bles, and to
he people, Be
yer the Lord,
fight for your
ughters, your
came to pass,
t was known
their counsel
of us to the
And 1t came
at half of my
. and half of
elds, and the
ind the rulers
ju'dah. They
hat bare bur-
one with one
ork, and with
nd the build-

Nov. 12.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 661

18 For the builders, every one had his sword
girded by his side, and so builded. And he that
sounded the trumpet was by me.

ers, every one had his sword girded by his
side, and so builded. And he that sounded the
trumpet was by me.

Time.—About B. C. 444, Place.—Jerusalem.

Home Readings.

M. Rebuilding the Walls of Jerusalem. Neh.
4. T-18.

Tw. Tempters unheeded, Neh, 6, 1-9.

W, The wall finished. Neh, 6, 10-16.

Th. Dedication and rejoicing. Neh. 12, 2730,
4347,

F. Evil designs frustrated. Psa. 64,

S, Able to stand.  Eph. 6, 10-18,

8. Watching and prayer. Mark 13. 28-37.

1 esson Hymns.

No. 168, New Canadian Hymnal.

There is work to do for Ji

the dew is sparkling,
springing flowers,

them in, for there yet is room,

he feast that the King has spread ;
gather them in, let His house be filled,
"And the hungry and poor be fed.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHHOLARS.

1. Trials and Temptations, v. 7-8,

Who was Sanballat ?

Why was he angry at the rebuilding of the city
walls ?

What walls are Christians building to-day ?

Why are their efforts opposed ?

What should be the effect of opposition upon
wood men ?

How long shall the wicked triumph ?

Whom does God help in this world ?
2. Praying and Watching, v. 9-12.

Who was it that made a prayer unto God ?

For what purpose was the prayer offered ¥

What else was done besides praying ?

Why should we work with God to make a prayer
to him effectual ?

What is the command of Jesus? GOLDEN
TexT.

Against what foes should Christians watch ?
3. Watching and Working, v. 13-18,

How were the people arranged ¥

What was the advantage of this?

What is expected of the rulers in time of dan-
ger?

Why were the Israclites not to b+ afraid ?

For whom were they to fight ?

How did God bring to naught the purpose of
the foes of Israel?

In what way did the Jews work? Verse 18,

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Some persons always oppose a good work.
At first they despise those who lubor in it, then
they ridicule, and then they persecute, All in
vain! He fights against God who fights against

| his people. The foes die, but the work goes on,

2. Pray, and use the means to avert danger,
Trust in God, and trust in the weapons he gives,
To everyone his work.

3. It is said *““the rulers were behind all the
house of Judah.” They were there not to shun
danger, but to give counsel and help. Rulers
should have great public spirit.,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Trials and Temptations, v. 7, 8.

What enemies had Nehemiah?

Who was Sanballat ?

Who was Tobiah ?

Who were the Arabians ¢ the Ammonites? the
Ashdodites ?

Why were they wroth ?

What did they set out to do?

2. Praying and Watching, v. 9-12.

What did the Jews do to prevent it ?

To whom did they pray ¥

What did Judah say in discouragement ?

What did the enemies say ?

What report did the Jews bring ?

What said the Saviour about praying and watch-
ing? Matt. 26, 41,

3. Watching and Working, v. 13-18.
Where did the governor station guards ?
ITow were these armed ?

Whom were the people to remember ?
What were they told to do?

Who defeated the plots of the enemies?
What work was then resumed ?

While some worked what did others do ?
Where were the rulers?

How were the builders armed ?

Where was the trumpeter?
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Practical Teachings. How did the men work? With sword in
What are we taught in this lesson— hm!cl.
1. Concerning secking God’s help ? What are we told to do? ¢ Watch, and
2. Concerning helping ourselves ? fight,and pray.”

3. Concerning helping one another ? THE LESSON CATECHISM.
. " " . (For the entire school.)
QUESTIO,‘S FOR YOUNGER 1. What is the command of Jesus? Gornex
SCHOLARS. Text: ¢ Watch and pray,”?
What did King Artaxerxes allow Nehemiah to| 2. What did the enemies of the Jews do?
do? To go back to Jerusalem. They conspired to prevent rebuilding the
How long a journey was it? wall of Jerusalem.
What did the people do when he came to Jeru-| 3. What did the Jews do? They made a
salem? Ieard what he said. prayer unto God and set a watch.
What were they ready to do right away ? Teo| 4. What did Nehemiah bid his people remem-
build the walls. ber? Remember the Lord, who is great
Who tried to hinder and oppose them ? Their | and terrible.
enemies.
What did their enemies do first? Laughed NEW CRURCH OA¥ECHISM.
at them. 9. Are there more gods t!
What made them angry after a while? To| Tyere is but one only, g6 living and true God.
see that the work was going on,
What didthey do then ¥ They eame to fight
the builders.
What did Nehemiah do when he heard this ¢
He first prayed to God.
What did he do next ? He set a watchs

Isaiah xlv, 22, nto me, and be ye savo!
all the ends of thggarth: for Iam God, and there
is none else.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Requirements for God’s Workmen.

I. PRAYER. I I will not fear. Ieb, 18, 6,
We made onry prayer. v, 9. Stand therefore. Eph. 6. 14,
Call upon me, Psa. 50, 15, IV, Farru,
In everything by prayer. Phil. 4. 6, Remember the Lord, v, 14.
II. WATCHFULNESS, The name of the Lord. Psa. 20, 7.
Set a wateh against them,  v. 9. The shield of faith, Eph. 6, 16,
Be vigilant, 1 Pet, 5. 8, V. LABor,
Watch ye, 1 Cor, 16, 13, Everyone wunto his work, v, 15,
111 CovraG To every man his work. Mark 13, 34,
Be not ye afraid. v, 14, Work out. .. salvation. Phil, 2. 12,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Our lesson to-day gives us Chapter II of the story begun last Sunday. Artaxerxes, sympa-
thizing with the sorrow of his cupbearer, commanded him to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and
gave him many facilities, Nehemiah found conditions in Jerusalem even worse than had been re-
ported.  Before the walls could stand in their place money must be collected, workmen procured,
and a fighting force organized. But there was sad lack of enthusiasm among all classes. The out-
lying tribes conspired to defeat Nehemiah, and there were intrigues against him among the old
inhabitants of Jerusalem. Nehemiah did his duty item by item, and God gave him the largest suc-
cess, This lesson gives us glimpses of three groups : (1) heathenish outsiders with murder in their
hearts awaiting an opportunity to pounce on the builders ; (2) traitorous citizens whose apathy and
covert, hostile words were worse than foreigners’ swords ; (3) between these two a little group of
men with swords and trowels and prayers, setting their watch day and night, and resolutely work-
ing until the wall was reared and the permanence of their nation secured. The verses between the
last lesson and this should be carefully read.
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Verse 7. Sanballat. A high Persian officer | tioned were still unorganized and nomadie, will-
living in Samaria. He was of Moabite extraction, | ing to join Tobiah and the other conspirators
and had come originally from Horonaim, Though |u;.;ain.~'t Jerusalem, but not willing to be gov-
the line on which the Hebrew kingdom had di- | erned by him or any other man. Ashdodites.
vided was now obliterated, a geographical rivalry | Philistines, taking their name from one of the
between the cities of Samaria and Jerusalem was | old capital cities of the southern seacoast. The
inevitable. During the collapse of Jerusalem walls of Jerusalem were made up. Nehe-
samaria had become the chief city of Palestine. | miah seems to have built on the old foundations.
The restoration of Jerusalem under so vigorous ; The Hebrew idiom here is picturesque—*“a band-
a governor as Nehemiah threatened Sanballat’s | age was applied to the wall of Jerusalem.” The
preeminence, There are indications in the story | breaches began to be stopped. Before the
that Sanballat was supported by a party in Jeru- | days of explosives battering rams were relied
salem. 1is daughter was married to a grandson | upon in war against fortresses. An immense
of the high priest, Eliashib. Tobiah. A Persian | shock was given to one part of the wall—given
officer apparently still higher in rank than San- | with endless repetition hour after hour and day
ballat. East of the little kingdom of Judah, and | after day, and often for weeks and months to-
a thorn in its side through all its history, was the | gether, until its strength gave way. Somectimes
little kingdom of Ammon. Like Damascus and | where the masonry was very sturdy it toppled
Israel and Judah and Moab, Ammon had fallen | over; at other times great holes were made in it
before the fury of the eastern invaders. Its peo- | through which the hostile soldiery rushed. These
ple, like the Jews, were exiled, and individual  are the “breaches.” Wroth, Mad with jealousy.
Ammonites, like Daniel and Nehemiah and other ] 8, Conspired all of them together. They
Jews with whose history we are familiar, grew to ‘ had their own jealousy and dislikes, but were

|

be favorites in the heathen courts. Although
Tobiah was of low extraction, born of a family
of slaves, if we rightly understand the intima-

tions of Seripture, he had risen to be a favorite l

at the court of Artaxerxes, and, like Nehemiah,
had now been made the governor of his own
nation. But he did not, as one might expect,
link his forees with those of Nehemiah ; but, on
the contrary, joined his enemies, and probably
for reasons similar to those which had aroused
Sanballat’s energy. Ammon and Samaria were
far enough apart to flourish without interfering
with each other, and it seemed to be to the inter-
est of both that Judah should be divided between
them, or at least, in modern phraseology, that
each should have its “sphere of influence” in
southern Palestine. Like Sanballat, Tobiah was
supported by Jewish nobles, and apparently was
related by marriage to some of the stronger fam-
iliesin Jerusalem. The Arabians. Wild desert
wanderers on the south of Palestine, who fat-
tened on the wretchedness of the country, and
dreaded nothing more than the reestablishment
of military power to any degree in Jerusalem.
(ieshern, or Gashmu, is mentioned as their leader,
That he was powerful is indicated by the group-
ing of his name with that of the influential San-
ballat and Tobiah. Ammonites. This tribe
had through all its history been less civilized
than Moab or Judah., To the end a large num-
ber of its people were nomadic, and even preda-
tory, producing little, and living on the weakness
of their national neighbors. As we have seen,
Tobiah had probably been commanded to organ-
ize the nation, but the Ammonites here men-

now united in mutual antagonism to Jerusalem.

| To fight against Jerusalem. Their prime
| purpose was to prevent the success of Nehemiah’s
endeavors, They would not rush into actual
warfare if they could deter him by other means ;
but we need not think it strange that actual
bloodshed was expected by both parties, for the
immense empires of ancient times were loose and
ragged at their edges, and the rulers of remote
provinces were frequently a law to themselves.
Thus even in the time of our Lord and under the
Roman sway Herod Antipas, who was the sub-
jeet of Rome, had his private war with Aretas.
Such a conspiracy as this was very dangerous to
the Jews, forit would be more natural for Artax-
erxes to believe the testimony of five or six
chieftains whose loyalty he had not doubted than
to believe the single unsupported testimony of
Nehemiah.,

9. We made our prayer unto our God,
and set a watch against them day and
night. * Watching unto prayer” is the godly
man’s first duty. * OurGod” is a beautiful phrase,
for while God is the God of all men, he is in a
peculiar sense the God of his own people. For
*against them” some scholars read * beside
them,” believing that a special attack was now
anticipated.

10. Judah. The residents of the territory of
the old kingdom of Judah. Not all of the re-
turned captives, however, were of the tribe of
Judah. The strength of the bearers of bure
dens is decayed. The workers employed on
the wall had given up in despair. Very likely
their wages came fitfully, or not at all, and the
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accumulated débris of one hundred and thirty-
five years must be cleared away. We are
not able to build the wall, They were
able to build it, however, and they did. All
they needed was a competent leader and God's
blessing.

11. Our adversaries. Named in verse 7.
They shall not know, neither see, till we
come. Our conspiracy must be perfected be-
fore a movement is made, so that the surprise
shall be complete,

12. The Jews which dwelt by them. The
policy of the returned Israelites had been to set-
tle around Jerusalem ; and naturally so, because a
majority of them were members of the tribe of Ju-
dah ; but there were many of other tribes, as we |
know from the phrases, “the men of Gibeon,”
““the Tekoites,” and ** the men of Jericho.”  But
it is probable that these had settled near to thc-ir!
old family homesteads, Living among the v:un-|
spirators, they overheard some of their plans, and |
promptly reported them to their ¢-mmlrynu-n.J
Ten times, That is, indefinitely, many times ;
as we would say dozens of times, The rest of“
this verse has a very different meaning and a |
simpler one given to it by the Revised Ve sinll.r
““They said unto us ten times from all places, Ye |
must return unto us.” They were talking mi
their relatives who had flocked to Jerusalem
partly to earn wages, partly urged by patriotism,
These more distant Jews, having a full view of |
the danger, urge their friends and kinsmen ‘o re- |
turn to proteet their homes,

13. In the lower places . ., on the Iuglu-r
places. “In the lowest parts of the space,” |
““in the open places.”  Wherever the wall was
especially weak there Nehemiah stationed armed |
men.  Behind the wall.  Which was to be
used as a rampart.  After their fl\m“i!'ﬁ.
Everything that the Jews did was done by tribes
and clans and famili not altogether unlike the |
highland organizations of the Scotch clans is the
tenacity with which this relationship was held by |
the Jews for centuries,

14. unto the nobles, and to the

s, and to the rest of the prople. For
“ralers™ the Revised Version (margin) gives
‘“deputies,”  The meaning is that Nehemiah |
gave general orders, which were repeated by un-

der officers, until every workman and every
armed man heard his proclamation. Be not
ve afraid of them. An injunction which God
and God’s servants most frequently repeated,
Remember the Lord. Such a moral power
comes with the consciousness of God’s presence
that one man with God is mightier than many
without him. Fight for your brethren, your
sons, and your daughters, your wives, and
your houses, Though nominally they were
fighting for the privilege of rebuilding theip
walls, this statement also was true, because with-
out the walls none of their homes or dear ones
was safe,

15. When our enemies heard . « . that
we returned. When, as Nehemiah profoundly
believed, God had frustrated the plans for attack,
the work of rebuilding, which had temporarily
ceased, was resumed,

16. This attack taught Nehemiah a lesson—
from that time forth he was abundantly pre-

ed for any attack, Nehemiah’s servants,
sometimes called his young men, were his body-
guard, his personal retainers, whom he had
brought with him from Susa. So great was the
need of hurrying the work, and so few were the
workers, that he detached one half of these men
to work upon the walls while the other half stoo.d
xzu;ml. Such an example must have greatly in-
~|.ir:-d the rest of the people. Habergeons
were coats of mail. The rulers were heveditary
chieftains. They stood behind all the house
ol Judah, as commanding officers should stand,
80 as todireet without being in the way.

17. The statement of this verse is that the
common workmen from Jerusalem and from the
~urru|nulum country were armed while they
\\m-l\‘-d the bearers of burdens especially hold-
ing weapons in one hand while they worked with
the other,

18. Builders,

Dr. Terry thus explains:

| “Unlike the bedarers of burdens, who could

work with one hand and carry a weapon with
the other, the builders needed both hands in their
\\lll|\. and so carried swords, which hung girded
h) theirsides.”  He that sounded the trumpe
et was by me. That is to say, I was the com-
mander of all the workmen and of all the forces,
and all orders came directly from me.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 7. Sanballat. Nothing is pmmul\';
known of this man, except that he was a fierce
enemy of the returned exiles,  T1is name, signify-
ing ““ Sin [that is, the moon god] gives life,” is As-
syrian, He was governor of Samaria, and was
called a Horonite, perhaps because he lived in
Bethhoron, or, as others think, because he was a |

native of Horonaim, in southern Moab. Tobiah.
In ’.!h.lp. 2. 10 he is called ** the servant, the Am-
monite.” Hisname, * Jehovah is good,” seems to
point to a Jewish origin. e may in some way
have become a slave to the Ammonites, e
not to be confounded with the Tobiah mentioned
in chap. 7. 62 and Ezra®. 60. Arabians, Fither
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some Arabs under Geshem (chap. 2. 19) from the | accuses Laban of having changed his wages “ten
territory southeast of Judea, or a colony settled | times "—that is, repeatedly.) From all places.
by Sargon in Samaria after the deportation of the | From the homes of those working on the walls,
Jews in B, C. 722, The Assyrian monuments refer | their friends and relatives came to induce them
to such a tribe of Arabs. Ammonites. These | to give up the work so as to avoid the ever-in-
people, ever hostile to Israel, occupied the terri- | ereasing danger of an attack from the foreign foe,
tory east of the Jordan between the Arnon and| 13. Lowest parts of the space. Near the
Jabbok. Ashdodites. Ashdod, called Azotus | least protected parts of the city, where the walls
in New Testament (Acts 8, 40) was a city of Philis- | were the lowest and the most likely to be at-
tia, three miles from the Mediterranean r'm\stundituvked. In the open places. The literal
nine miles north of Ascalon. The Ashdodites | meaning seems to be: places open and exposed
were therefore the inhabitants of this city and | to the sun. * Bare, uncovered, or empty places,
adjacent country, Heard that the repairing | perhaps bare hills, where approaching foes might
of the walls, ete,  Literally rendered, ** a heal- | be discerned at a distance,”—Keil,  After their
ing went up upon the walls.”” The fortified city ofl families. The family tie is very strong in the
Jerusalem was conceived of as a wounded man, | East.  Onewould be more apt to defend his own
in the process of healing by bandaging. family and near relatives than strangers. In-
8. Conspired. The verb signifies “to bind | deed, perhaps many of them would be stationed
firmly.” They formed a secret alliance or league to | immediately in front of their own houses.
frustrate Israel's plans. Cause confusion| 14. Nobles. The heads of families or clans
therein. This is a better rendering than *to | or tribal subdivisions, Something like the mod-
hinder it,”" as in the Authorized Version, ern sheik.  Rulerse  Margin, deputies, The
9. But we made our prayer. Both Ezra |subofficers who were directly charged with the
and Nehemiah were men of strong faith in the ‘ administration of affairs ; not necessarily of noble
efficacy of prayer, as frequent references in their | birth or belonging to the aristocracy like the
books show. A good man instinctively turns to | nobles. Remember the Lord. Recall his
God in prayer, not simply in danger, but also in [ goodness and power and his loving-kindness to
prosperity. Set a wateh, Prayer alone is not | Israel,
sufficient.  God expects all men to work as well| 15. IHeard that it was known unto us.
as pray. Prayer without work is just as futile as | The conspiracy and secret plans of the enemy
work without prayer. *Watch and pray” should | had in some way leaked out. God had brought
be the motto of all who expect victory in any | their counsel to nought. The enemy had
righteous cause. Many oi us could answer our | expected to come upon the Jews suddenly (see
own prayers if we should try. verse 11), but Nehemiah's vigilance, good gener-
10. And Judah said. That is, the Jews or | alship, and faith in God had been too much for
the people of Judea. Is decayed. This is a | them. The courageous man has gained many a
poor translation, The Hebrew word rendered [ victory by being well prepared.  This is especially
¢ decayed,” means to totter, to fail, or to become | true of victories over sin and Satan. We res
exhausted. There is much rubbish. The ac- | turned. This implies that they had, for a while,
cumulation of one hundred and fifty years, The | quit work,
hardest work in every enterprise is to get ready, | 16, My servants. Or, rather, my young men.
to clear away the rubbish, and to lay the founda- | Those in the personal service of Nehemiah ; not
tion broad and deep. Many of our preachers | necessarily the Persian guard who accompanied
and would-be reformers need learn this lesson, ihim from Shushan to Jernsalem. The rulers
11. Our adversaries. The enemies from | were behind all the house of Judah. The
without, or Sanballat and his allies. The enemy | rulers were the head men, the captains, These
from within—the careless, the discouraged, and | were in close proximity to the workers on the
the discontented—is often fully as detrimental to | wall, ready to direct them in their work or to
a cause as the open adversary from without, | lead them in case of attack from the enemy.
This has been seen time and again in all reforms. | 17, They that Ided the wall, This
12. The Jews which dwelt by them. phrase scems to be dislocated.  Perhaps we
The Jews from the border lands, from towns like | should follow the marginal rendering of the Re-
Jericho, Gibeon, Mizpah, ete. It is so difficult to | vised Version, and connect it with the preceding
associate with wicked people without imbibing | clause; thus, * Al the house of Judah that
their spirit and ideas. 1t is so easy to get accus- | builded the wall.”  Orit may stand absolutely as
tomed to sin and to excuse it in others. Ten |a title of verses 17 and 18— As to those who
times. A definite number loosely used for an in- | built the wall.”” That is, the builders were divided
definite one, (Compare Gen. 31, 41, where Jacob | into two classes: helpers, or carricrs, and masons,
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They that bare burdens. These were the
common labovers, working under the immediate
directions of the regular masons, or *the build-
ers,” of the next verse, who are said to be girded
with asword., The exact way in which the two
classes were armed is not known. It has been
commonly assumed by the commentators that
the unskilled workmen, or the helpers, worked
with one hand and carried some weapon in the
other, while the regular masons, needing both
hands for more delicate work, had to gird their
swords. Such an explanation seems improbable.
The language of verse 17 probably means no more
than that the workmen of whatever grade had
their arms always near them, ever ready for an at-
tack from the enemy.

18. He that sounded the trumpet was by
me.  Nehemiah acted not only as the head archi-
tect, but also as commander-in-chief and gave
general directions; thus it was quite natural
that the trumpeter should be close to him.

Thoughts for Young People,
¢¢Sure I must fight if I would reign.”?

Vo The best work, if it interfeves with anyone’s
selfish plans, will inevitably arouse hostility.  Virtue
is always popular until it gets in the way of
viciousness, Half-hearted Christian churches,
without aggression, are seldom attacked by the
forees of evil, There might have been ten con-
secutive generations of Zerubbabels and Jeshuas
without arousing the envy of Samaria and Am-
mon and Philistia, but one Nehemiah was too
much for them,

2+ Praying should not prevent watching, nor

watching working, for duties never ave in confliet,
There is a great flaw in the character of a good
man who emphasizes any one of these duties at
the expense of any one of the others,

3. Every plan against God is sure to come to
naught if only Gods people arve faithful, The
Christian should be so identified with his Master
that he would have nothing to fight for but his
Master. When he has personal interests inde-
pendent of those of his Master he has become an
unfaithful steward.

As The Christian must at all times be prepared for [

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The preliminary inspection which Nehemiah
made of the walls of Jerusalem, of which there is
an account in verses 12-15 of the second chapter of
the Book of Nehemiah, has been strangely and
strongly confirmed in detail by the Palestine Ex-
ploration Fund Society, and they have rendered it
far easier to understand Nehemiah’s route. They
have discovered a new gate leading directly to
the valley of Hinnon, The * dung gate” has
also been found by Dr. Bliss ; it leads directly to
Tophet. The *fountain gate * has been found in
the southeast angle close by much water, and
leads to Bir Eyub. The * King's Pool” was
Hezekiah’s Siloam. Beyond this Nehemiah could
not ride on the “beast,” which was the only one
thought prudent to allow to the company, lest
they be detected in their investigations. The

ason for his abandoning the *‘beast” at the
King’s Pool is made plain. Nehemiah said there
‘“was no place for the beast which was under me
to pass.” Neither is there to-day, for the path is
| now obstructed, as it probably was then, by
| fallen stones. e therefore went on foot up the
| brook, that is, Kedron, probably until he saw the

temple wall in its whole length, and then he
"turm-d back and reentered by the Valley gate,
| The interest which attaches to the recent confir-
| mation of these two verses lies in the revivifica-
‘ tion of the whole narrative, and the assurance of
the accuracy of the entire record of Nehemiah's
‘vnn-rprime in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem.
| e was as admirable a scout as he was architect,
I Te made thorough investigation of the conditions
| of his undertaking, and an accurate detailed
| statement of them, which after nearly twenty-five
hundred years has thus been confirmed in its mi-
nutest statement, excepting only that the * drag-
| on’s well ” has not been established ; but it is
! plain that water is near the locality where it
| should be, according to Nehemiah's deseription
of his night ride; and the Exploration Society
| says, ** A reservoir filled from a pool above by an
| intermittent flow would be so called.”

Nehemiah received *‘letters” of authority to
the governors beyond the river. These were co-
lonial governments under the direction of the
monarch of Persia, and naturally did not like any

cither work or war, for cither life or death, Our lives | special order from the central government which
run on in monotony, but emergencies come to all | would displace them or interfere with their own
of us, and they are rather greater than less beeause | direction of things, and as the Jews were a sub-
they have not been visibly worked up to, The ject people, they were exposed to persecution and
awfulness of the vision of Mirza lies in the oppression., But they had to regard the *let-
fact that none who passed over the bridge saw i ters.” This is incidentally a suggestion of the
the holes until they fell through them. Such is | ancientness of the use of letters, and shows in
life, but for all events the true Christian is pre- | Cyrus’s time communication between potentates
pared. by writing. The art of writing had been prac-
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ticed in Babylonia centuries before Abraham left
Ur of the Chaldees, and in Egypt centuries before
the Jews entered the valley of the Nile. It was in
use in the towns of Canaan before the Jews con-
quered the land, and Hebrews wrote documents
at the time of the exodus: they inscribed the law
on the plaster of an altar (Deut. 27, 4, 8) and en-
graved words on gems and metallic plates. The
ancient inscriptions of Babylonia were impressed
on soft clay afterward baked ; and were engraven
on stone tablets, and on stone statues, and on
metal and precious gems. The letters sent to
Pharaoh from Canaan, it is supposed, were written
on clay tablets,

Sanballat was a heathen Cushite, Ie would
naturally dislike to see any revival of the pure Ile-
brew conditions, because his daughter was mar-
ried to a son of the high priest at Jerusalem, and
it proved later that Nehemiah expelled the high
priest from office because of this marriage ; and
this son-in-law of Sanballat founded or greatly
promoted the Samaritan religion, and possibly
built the temple on Mount Gerizim. These social
obstructions to the purest Jewish community
were the most difficult to overcome of any in all
the history of Israel. The Hebrew law was very
exacting as to the lines of marriage. Nehemiah
sought to make a preponderance of pure IHebrew
families resident in Jernsalem, and so he first
reckoned how many they were already according
to their genealogieal tables, and then tried to get
one in ten of the Hebrew pepulation of the rest of

the country to move into Jeriisalem, thus making |

alargeHebrew constituency round him as the new

governor. The genealogical tables down to the |

time of Christ were carefully preserved, because
the royal sovereignty, the high priesthood, the
headship of the tribe, the tribal family, and the
father’s house all depended on lineage. There

was a general knowledge on the subject from the |

earliest period, so Nehemiah would not have to
instruct them how to make an accurate investiga-
tion. The tribes themselves were divided on lines
of growth into great families, and these in turn
into smaller families and so-called *“houses.”
Birth in a household declared one’s relation to
the several divisions of the tribe as distinetly as
the native place determined one’s classification
according to geographical divisions and sub-
divisions of a kingdom. Definite genealogical
records are traceable from the beginning of the
Hebrew nation. Under the investigation made
by Ezra, it proved that many of the claimants
who sought to register as pure Hebrews were de-
barred because their !neage had been corrupted
by marriage outside the pale of Judaism, and
these of course were expelled from the priest-
hood. It was according to these genealogical

lines that Nehemiah reorganized the entire social
and political structure of the government, and
also the entire responsibility and labor in rebuild-
ing the walls; the force was distributed * after
their families ™ (verse 13).

By Way of Illustration.

Rebuilding the walls,  Nehemiah captivates my
reason as well as my imagination by the zeal and
good sense as well as by the originhl pictur-
esqueness of his methods. In less than two
months he built two massive walls, one of stone
and one of backbone around Jerusalem, and of
the two the best safeguard on all occasions is the
wall of granite purpose,

We made our prayer. Through prayer the very
air about us may be charged with God, so as to

| bear us up like eagles in electrie clouds,  Closer
| than our breath is God with his almighty Spirit
and grace. Before Franklin’s experiment for
| harnessing the lightning the air was as full of
| eleet ricity as it is to-dav, but men did not know
how to appropriate it. A battery may be charged
with electrie fire, but you must make your con-
nections to get the power.— £, . teat,

Verse 9, Faith and works went together, Watch-
ing and praying, weak when apart, are a Gi-
braltar of strength when united.  Praying isnota
substitute for the use of means, but the power
that inspires zeal. On the other hand, all the
natural meaus form channels through which God
conveys his grace in answer to prayer. To stop
I these channels is to cancel prayer,
| No evil can surprise us if we watch ; no evil
| can hurt usif we pray. Frederick Douglass used

to say that when a slave he often prayed for free-
‘ll(illl, but his prayer was never answered till he
| prayed with his feet,

S Judah said, and our adversavies said.” ¢ Fight-
ings without and fears within” is an entry
which might be made by every Christian in his
log book almost every day. One thinks one
could get along with the ** adversaries " if it were
not for Judah. It is hurder to resist the persua-
sion of discouraged friends than the attacks of
enemies, It is thé man who lives inside our
clothes who gives the most trouble. Workers
for God must be prepared for all sorts of oppo-
sition—from friends as well as from encmies,—
R. R. Doherty.

Verse 14, The father of a small family at the
outbreak of the sccession war felt he could not
stay at home while his neighbors went to the
war. The boys agreced to help their mother
while their father fought for the flag. The boys’
farming elicited the commendation of a gentle-
man passing, to whom one of them said,
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“Father's fighting, I'm digging, and mother’s
praying.”

Hard and persistent work. ** All at it, and
always at it,”” as Wesley says, will accomplish
wonders. Inmost of the churches one fourth of
the members do three fourths of the giving and
working. Near John Knox’s house, in Edin-
burgh, is a coffee house called the *‘ Heave Awa’
Coffee House.” Thirty-two years agoa six-story
brick building which stood on the spot fell sud-
denly, crushing thirty people beneath its ruins,
One after another they were rescued. Deep in
the ruins, entirely out of sight, was a little boy.
And whenever the men stopped working he
called out, *“ Heave awa’ ; I'm not dead yet.” Ile
was rescued, and the new building was named
from his cry.—loubet,

Nehemial’s great work, Nehemiah was not the
only man who was at this time building a city
wall amid discouragements, But the fact that
he was building Jerusalem's walls, the walls that
should defend the interests of God, makes his
work immortal. If it had been the walls of
Tarshish beyond the scas, or some city of the
plain, we would care little to-day about his dis-
couragements or his valor. So our own com-
monplace lives take to themselves high dignity
because of the God for whose cause we strive,
A missionary wrote back from India: “Ilere I
am, teaching little children to sew and read and
do their daily tasks, It scems like trivial, hum-
drum work until I remember that I am helping
to bring in God’s kingdom, and am a colaborer
with him. This gives dignity and beauty to all
the service.”

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Surely this chapter of Old Testament history is
written for our instruction in righteousness. |
Sanballat and Tobiah assume here other names,

but they cannot hide their identity, We know
them well, and their associates—the Arabians,
Ammonites, and Ashdodites. We know Judah
too, and the Jews which dwell near our adversa-
ries, * Fightings without and fears within ’ {s the
experience of every Christian who has **a mind
to work.” Those who have not such a mind,
who think the spiritual building will go on
whether they put their minds to it ornot, are not
troubled by Sanballat and Tobiah. 8o we get
some comfort out of our tribulations. They are
proof that we are doing something, Satan never
disturbs easy-going, nonaggressive, self-indul-
gent persons. They dohis work by doing nothing,
But let us begin in earnest to build the spiritual
walls of our own hearts, or to help build up the
kingdom of Christ in the world, and at once the

|

| opposition begins., What do these feeble Jews?
| Will they revive the stones out of burned rubbish
heaps ¢

Doesn’t that sound exactly like the man who
said to Bishop Thoburn : “ Why are you trying to
convert these heathen? They are born faster
than you can Christianize them. You might as
well try to dip up the ocean with a teaspoon.”
If you begin the Christian life in earnest, very
likely some one will say you have undertaken
more than you can do ; it isa useless effort ; there
is not much difference between Christians and
the world; where is the use? Or some will
say, If you do begin, you will soon give it up;
some little temptation, like a fox on the wall, will
break you down. Orthe rubbish of old habits
and tempers will discourage you, and half-
hearted Christians, who ought to be ashamed of
| their faint-heartedness, will say, not once, but ten
times over (because they live very near the ene-
| my’s country), “ The difficulties are very great ; it
{ is hard 10 live a Christian life ; it is easier to let
! the wall go unbuilt.” 8o runs the opposing cur-
j rent of temptation throtgh the ontward and in-
| ward experience of every builder. But the peo-
ple and the circumstances which might have
discouraged Neheiniah only made him more de-
| termined to succeed. As soon as he heard what
Sanballat and Tobiah said he talked with God
about it, That was a sure, safe way to dispose
of their scoffs and criticisms. Then he began to
| plan to get advantage of his foes. He did not
| talk about them, nor say how great and terrible
‘ they were, Ie said, * Be not afraid of them ; re-
member the Lord, which is great and terrible.”

It is not good for us to talk about trials and
difficulties ; but it is good to talk of One who can
conquer them all. Nehemiah did not ignore his
enemies, because he knew they were real, not im-
aginary, foes, and would hinder his work if they
| could ; so he made his prayer to God and set a
watch against them day and night. In the lower
places, where the wall had not been built very
high, he set a special watch, and at the highest
places too, Mark that ; for temptations get the
better of us more easily both when our spirits are
depressed and when we are very jubilant. Those
are the times when we need to watch closely.
They assail us where we are not morally or spir-
itually strong; and heights of spiritual attain-
ments are especially dangerous unless we set a
watch against pride and self-righteousness.
Builders and burden-bearers alike kept one hand
free to use a weapon. It does not do to get so
engrossed even with Christian work that we for-
get to watch and pray. I have seen people so
busy working with both hands in church work
that they quite forgot the need of a weapon, and
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the enemy has got the better of them in ill-tem-
per or some other besetting sin.  Burden-bearers
faint under their load when they forget to pray.
The work is indeed great and large. We need
the courage of Nehemiah, his habit of prayer,
his common sense, his perseverance, and his
trust in God.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Relate concerning Nehemiah's journey (chapter
1); his exhortation; his fellow-workers (chapter
3. 5,8,10,12,20,30) ... . Ascertain how many varied
kinds of ‘“opposition” are mentioned, their
varied character and motives. ... What difficulties
at home stood in his way ¥....What were the
characteristics of his work ? It was (1) Prayer-
ful; (2) Watchful; (3)...... (& 4 () IR (Dsass
What elements of character does Nehemiah show
in this lesson ?....What lesson may we learn :
(1) For church work ? (:2) For times of discour-
agement ?....Draw in the class a rough map,
showing Jerusalem, and locating the various
foes around it....Give three word pictures: (1)
The conspirators looking at the rising walls |
(2) The workers at prayer; (3) The guard
around the walls, with Nehemiah and the trump-
cter on the watchtower.

OPTION HYMNS.
Sound the battle cry.

Oft in uanger, oft in woe.
Onward, Christian soldie. s,
Arise, go forth to conquer,
To the work.

There’s work for us all,

Library References.

Congult the references on Nehemiah in the last
lesson.

Topian.—8Stanley, Joeish Chureh, vol, iii, page
47, Ewald, History of Israel (index). Geikie,
Hours with the Bible, vol, vi, pages 510, 537,

Freeman’s Haxosook: Ver. 16, Habergeons,

261,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 14.—lHorwood, W, D., *The Power of

Memory,"” The Puipit, London, v i, page 150,

Verse 17.—Gladwell, A., * Working and War-
ring,” The Pulpit, London, vol. 1xxiii, page 191,

Blackboard.

ATCH - YRAY
W S e

C Irive I
(40D
A e vl 1O

When people have a *“mind to work” neither
the wrath nor mockery of men should hinder
them. The strength and success of Nehemiah lay
in watching and praying. Enemies were on
every hand, and a constant guard became neces-
sary, lest the wall should be again broken and the
word retarded. By perseverence in their task
the builders at last completed the wall of the eity,

1 want to be a worker for the Lord.
Forth to the fight, ye ransomed,

Go forward, Christian soldier.
Ready to follow God’s command,

They had employed the four elements of success
| —watching and praying, working and persever-
| ing—but to God, who had wrought the work, they
gave the glory (chap. 6. 15, 16),

LESSON VIII. PUBLIC READING OF THE SCRIPTURES. [Nov. 19.

GOLDEN TEXT, The ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law. Neh, &

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read the chapter; also Luke 4. 16-22.]

Neh. 8. 1-12.

1 And all the people gathered themselves to-
gether as one man into the street that wvas before
the water gate ; and they spake unto Ez'ra the
seribe to bring the book of the law of Mo'ses,
which the Lorp had commanded to Is'ra-el,

[ Commit to memory verses 1, 3.]

2 And Ez’ra the priest brought the law before

| REVISED VERSION,

| 1 Ana all the people gathered themselves to-

I gether as one man into the broad place that
was before the water gate; and they spake

‘ unto Ez'ra the scribe to bring the book of the

\ law of Mo'ses,which the Lorp had commanded

| 2 to Isrra-el.  And Ez’ra the priest brought the
law before the congregation, both men and
women, and all that could hear with under-
standing, upon the first day of the seventh

the congregation both of men and women, and | 8 month. And he read therein before the broad
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all that could hear with understanding, upon the
first day of the seventh month.

3 And he read therein before the street that
was before the water gate from the morning until
midday, before the men and the women, and
those that could understand ; and the ears of all
the people were attentive unto the book of the
law.

4 And Ez’ra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of
wood, which they had made for the purpose ;
and beside him stood Mat-ta-thi'ah, and 8he'ma,
and An-a-i'ah, and U-ri’jah, and Hil-ki'ah, and
Ma-a-se'iah, on his right hand ; and on his left
hand, Ped-a-i'ah, and Mi-sha'el, and Mal-chi’ah,
and Hash'um, and Hash-bad'a-na, Zech-a-ri‘ah,
and Me-shul'lam,

5 And Ez’ra opened the book in the sight of
all the people: for he was above all the peo-
ple; and when he opened it, all the people stood
up :

6 And Ez'ra blessed the Lorp, the great God,
And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with
lifting up their hands: and they bowed their
heads, and worshiped the Lorp with their faces
to the ground.

7 Also Jesh’u-a, and Ba’ni, and Sher-e-bi‘ah,
Ja'min, Ak'kub, Shab-beth'a-i, Ho-di'jah, Ma-a-
sei’ah, Kel'i-ta, Az-a-ri'ah, Joz'a-bad, Ha'nan,
Pel-a-i'ah, and the Lefvites, caused the people to
ulnderstuud the law : and the people stood in their
place.

8 So they read in the book in the law of God
distinetly, and gave the sense, and caused them to
understand the reading.

9 And Ne-he-mi‘ah, which is the Tir'sha-tha,
and Ez’ra the priest the scribe, and the Le'vites
that taught the people, said unto all the people,
This day is holy unto the LorDp your God ; mourn
not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when
they heard the words of the law.

10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat
the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions
unto them for whom nothing is prepared : for
this day is holy unto our Lorb: neither be ye
sorry ; for the joy of the Lorbp is your strength,

11 So the Le'vites stilled all the people, saying,
Hold your peace, for the day is holy ; neither be
ye grieved,

12 And all the people went their way to eat,
and to drink, and to send portions, and to make
great mirth, because they had understood the
words that were declared unto them.

place that was before the water gate from
early morning until midday, in the presence
of the men and the women, and of those that
could understand ; and the ears of all the peo-
ple were attentive unto the book of the law.
4 And Ez’ra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of
wood, which they had made for the purpose :
and beside him stood Mat-ta-thi'ah, and S8he’-
ma, and An-a-fiah, and U-ri’ah, and Hil-ki’ah,
and Ma-a-seifah, on his right hand ; and on
his left hand, Ped-a-i'ah, and Mi-sha’el, and
Mal-chi’ah, and Hash’um, and Hash-bad’a-nah,
5 Zech-a-rifah, and Me-shul'lam. And Ez’ra
opened the book in the sight of all the people ;
(for he was above all the people ;) and when
6 he opened it, all the people stood up: and
Ez'ra blessed the Lorb, the great God. And
all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with
the lifting up of their hands: and they bowed
their heads, and worshiped the LorDp with
7 their faces to the ground. Also Jeshru-a, and
Ba'ni, and Sher-e-bi’ah, Ja’min, Ak’kub, Shab-
betha-i, Ho-di’jah, Ma-a-seifah, Kel'i-ta, Az-
a-rifah, Jozfa-bad, Ha’nan, Pel-a-i‘ah, and the
Lefvites, caused the people to understand the
8 law : and the people stood in their place. And
they read in the book, in the law of God, dis-
tinetly ; and they gave the sense, so that they
9 understood the reading. And Ne-he-mi‘ah,
which was the Tir’sha-tha, and Ez’'ra the
priest the scribe, and the Lefvites that taught
the people, said unto all the people, This day
is holy unto the Lorp your God ; mourn not,
nor weep, For all the people wept, wheh
10 they heard the words of the law. Then he
said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and
drink the sweet, and send portions unto him
for whom nothing is prepared : for this day is
holy unto our Lorp: neither be ye grieved ;
11 for the joy of the Lorpis your strength, So
the Lervites stilled all the people, saying, Hold
your peace, for the day is holy ; neither be ye
12 grieved. And all the people went their way
to eat, and to drink, and to send portions,
and to make great mirth, because they had
understood the wordsthat were declared unto
them,

Time.—About B. C. 44. Place.—Jerusa-
lem.
Home Readings.

M. Public Reading of the Scriptures, Neh, 8,
1-12,

Tu. Obeying the law. Neh, 8. 13t0 9, 3.

W. God’s word to be studied. Deut. 11.
13-21.

Th. Delight in the word. Psa, 119, 1-16,

F. The Scriptures believed. 2 Kings 22, 3-13,
8. The word rejected, Jer. 36, 9-24.
8. Reward in keeping. Psa. 19, 7-14

Lesspn Hymns,
No. 289, New Candflian Hymnal.

Sing them §ver again to me,
Wonderf§l words of life.
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unseen things above.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. Reading the Word, v. 1-6,
Where did the people gather ?
Who was Ezra?
What was his great work ?
Why did the people need to hear the law of
Moses ?
To whom was it read ?
How long did he read ?
How was the reading received? GOLDEN
TeXT,
For what reason did they worship the Lord ?
2. Teaching the Word, v. 7, 8.
For what purpose were Ezra’s assistants ?
Why did the people not understand the law ?
How did Ezra and others read from the book ?
Should the Scriptures be read with comments
in the public services of to-day ?
What is the end to be gained by a comment ?
1s it enough to understand the Scriptures?
What should go with our knowledge ?
3. Receiving the Word v. 9-12.
What did Nehemiah say to the people ?
What was the cause of their weeping ?,
‘What duty besides feasting was enjoined ?
‘What is meant by * the glory of the Lord ?"
How is such joy strength ?
Why should undersianding truth make us
glad ?
Is there joy in solemnity ?
How should reverence shcw itself in the
Church?
Teachings of the Lesson.
1. The reading and hearing the Scriptures read
should be accompanied by a devotional spirit.
The word of God is better than the word of any
carthly king.
2. The Scriptures are intended to be under-
stood, If necessary, we should ask questions,
Persons should ever be found to study them
closely so as to read distinctly and give the
sense,
3. Tears and smiles are not always far apart.
They meet and mingle like raindrops and sun-
beams on an April day. Always something to
give us joy, always something to sadden. To
him who has the “ joy of the Lord,” to him is

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Reading the Word, v. 1-6.
Where did the people assemble ?
For what did they ask Ezra?
Why did they ask this of Ezra? See Ezra
10.
Before whom was the law brought ?
Upon what day and month ?
How long was the law read ?
How did the people receive the word ?
Who were with Ezra as helpers ?
How did the people show their reverence for
the word ?
To whom did Ezra offer thanks ?
How did the people respond ?
What is the duty of all who have ears? Rev.
27
2. Teaching the Word, v. 7, 8.
Who were the teachers in this Bible school ?
What clause in verse ¥ shows that they were
good teachers ?
What three things are stated of their teaching ?
Verse 8.
Under what king of Judah had the people been
taught the law ? 2 Chron. 17, 7-9,
Whose duty was it to give such teaching ? Lev.
10. 8-11,
3. Receiving the Word, v. 9-12,
What command was given to the people?
By whom was it given ?
Why was this command necessary ?
How were the people to show their joy ?
What was a source of strength to them ?
What did the Levites say to the people?
Why did the people obey promptly ?
Who is a wise hearer of the word ?

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson have we a good example—
1. For Sunday school scholars ?
2. For Sunday school teachers ?
8. For all of God’s people ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Tow long did it take to build the walls of Jern-
salem? Fifty=two days.

What did the people want to do then ? Have
a kind of thanksgiving feast.

Where was the meeting held ?

What was Ezra asked to bring ¢

Who came to hear him read ?

How long did he read ?

What did Ezra do besides reading the law?
He explained it,

Where did Ezra stand ?

strength,

Why did some of the people weep as the law
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wasread ? Perhaps they thought how they
had broken it, and were sorry.

Who helped Ezra to explain the law ? The
Levites.

What did the Levites tell the people to do?
To be glad, and not sorry.

What did Nehemiah say was their strength ?

¢¢The ears of all the people were attens
tive,?? ete.

4. What was the effect upon them? ¢¢The
people wept, when they heard the words
of the law.””

NEW CHUROCH UATECH

‘“ ”
The joy of the Lord. the Godhead ?

ersons: God the
e Holy Ghost ; and
same in substance,

10. How many persons are there

In the Godhead there are thre
Father, God the Son, and God
these three are one God, t
equal in power and glory.’

Matthew xxviii. 19.

1. For what purpose did the people assemble ? | nations, baptizing t
To hear read the book of the law of Moses, | and of the Son,

2. How was it read ? It wasread distinctly
and the sense was given.

3. How did the people hear? GoLbEN TEXT:

THE LESSON CATECHISM.

(For the entire school.) e thidretote: and GancliaTl
1 in the name of the Father,
of the Holy Ghost,

xiii. 14, The grace of the Lord
j#f, and the love of God, and the com-
the Holy Ghost, be with youall. Amen*

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
How to Read the Bible,

I. READING BY EVERYBODY,
1. Al the people gathered.,
Read this law before all.
2. All that conld hear, V. 2.
Men, and women, and children,
1I. READING ON THE SABBATH,
Firstday....scventh month, v.2.
A sabbath,...holy. Lev. 23, 24,
Read....every sabbath day. Acts 15, 21,
II1. CoNTINvOUS READING,
Morning wntil midday. v. 8.
Teach them diligently, Deut. 6. 7.
Read....all the days. Deut, 17, 18, 19,

IV, REVERENT READING,
Stood up oo cworsloped,  vs, 5, 6.
Give ear, O my people. Psa. 78. 1.
My hands....lift up. Psa. 119, 48,

v.l
Deut. 31, 11.

Jeut, 31,12,
Dot Al bh V. 8rupiovs READING,

Caused.,..to understand, vs.7, 8.
I will meditate. Psa. 119, 15,
Dwell in you richly. Col. 3. 16,

VI. Jovous READING.
Mowrn not, norweep, vs, 9-12.
Delight....in the law. Psa. 1. 2.
Sweeter....than honey. Psa. 19. 9, 10,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

In the face of difficulties apparently insur able Nehemiah agec hed his purpose. In
fifty-two days after the first stone was laid the wall was finished. The ruler then called together the
people to listen to the reading of God’s law. They came not only from within the city, but from
the villages nearand far. They met in the open square, at the southern entrance to the temple in-
closure, a vast company of men, women, and children, A platform had been erected, upon which
stood the.chief men of the land, the priests, and the appointed interpreters. In the midst stood
Ezra, the priestly scribe who had come from the East several years before Nehemiah, As he opened
the parchment roll the entire company first stood, then prostrated themselves upon the ground, in
token of reverence for the sacred word. Then began the reading, The priest read a brief portion
in the ancient Hebrew tongue, and then paused, while the Levites on each side gave the explanation,
which was probably partly a translation into a more modern form, partly a paraphrase, and partly
an application. For six hours the service was continued, for the people were eager to know the
contents of their sacred books, and the message came as a revelation, Itsfirst effect was to awaken
the conscience, and loud cries arose as the listeners realized how unfaithful they and their fathers
had been to the ancient covenant, But the Levites quieted their sorrow by telling them that this

was a day of rejoicing, and not of grief, when God’s word was revealed to them. On that day began
a new era in the history of Judah, an era of Bible study and of renewed loyalty to the faith of the
fathers,
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Verse 1. And all the people gathered
themselves together. People from all Judea
who celebrated the Jewish New Year and the |
completion of the wall together. As one man. |
There is an impressiveness and moral power in a
multitude assembled for religious services.
Into the street. “The broad place.” A park
or plaza on the inclosed slope, Ophel, south of
the temple, Before the water gate. The
gate near the present entrance to el-Aksa. They
spake. By their chieftians, doubtless, who had
called them together, But evidently the interest
in God’s word was nearly universal. Ezra the |
scribe. Called ““the priest ”” inverse2, Ie \\'u«,
both; a priest by birth, born in a land where |
there was no temple to Jehovah, he devoted him-
sclf to the written law, and consciously or un- |
consciously founded an order of interpreters,
teachers, and copyists who exerted a great influ-
ence on later Isracl. The book of the law of
Moses. Whatever of explanation might after-
ward be needed, they first of all wanted the book. |

2. Brought the law before the congregas |
tion. It was written. Before the invention of |
printing, and especially in ages when learning
was low, the value of manuscripts arose to figure
beyond easy belief. Many of these people prob:
ably had never seen any book,  All that could |
hear with understanding. Including thvi
older children and youths. Upon the first day |
of the seventh month. Which kept, as we |
learn from Lev. 23, 24, as the New Year celebra-
tion. It corresponded nearly with our October,

3. He read therein . . . from the morns |
ing until midday. A glimpse of this sacred
book which had been preserved through count-
less dangers must have been wonderfully im-
pressive to these men of Jerusalem, It is not
likely that Ezra read all these hours without |
help. We learn from verse 18 that the reading
went on during the next day and the seven days
of the feast of tabernacles. The people were
attentive. The last word is supplied by the
translators, but it is implied in the original, If
there were but oneauthentic copy of the Bible in
the world to-day, we would prize it more. From
the remainder of this lesson we learn that sev-
eral men spoke at once. This was in accordance
with oriental customs. Dr. Gracey refers to a
great Brahman council, held in the interest of
Hinduism, which, having reached its conclu-
sions, proclaimed them from the four corners of
its great tent, four men speaking at the same
time, Missionaries in India often preach from
the four corners of a great wagon,

4. A pulpit of wood. A scaffold or plat-
form or “tower.” It was broad enough and
high enough to keep fourteen men “in the sight

of all the people.” Beside him stood, cte.
Here come the names of thirteen men, prominent
probably because of hereditary position. It very
probably added dignity to the service to have
the support of such men. John Wesley spoke
truly when he lamented the condition of the
Church which depended upon its rich men,
Nevertheless the rich and honorable have as dis-
tinet a duty in relation to God’s Church as those
less liberally endowed with this world’s goods.
5. Opened the book. Unrolled the scroll,
When he opened ity all the people stood
up. The crowd had been sitting on the ground.
In England or America if a thousand men had to
wait together in the open air, they would stand

| ecrowded in great discomfort, but in the Orient,

where life goes more leisurely, the people sit down
whenever they have to wait, which to the traveler
seems to be most of the time., They now arose
in reverence for God's word, and a most impress-
ive sight it must have been—the simultaneous
rising and sitting again of that great multitude,
6. Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God.
And probably with genuine Hebrew ceremony he
repeated a psalm of praise, Bishop Wordsworth
uggests Psalm 119 as a record of Ezra’s feelings
t this time. The people answered, Amen.
This response of prayer was doubtless sponta-
neous. But with orientals the word and the ac-
tion—lifting up their hands—would be more
reverent and dignified than with a Western con-
gregation, This lifting up of the hand, pointing
toward the heaven, calling upon God to witness,
is a most ancient custom in worship, and there
was a thrilling modern instance of it last August
when Dreyfus, the French Jew, was arraigned for
the second time, Tle threw his hand up and

| appealed to God to testify his innocence,  They

bowed their heads, and worshiped the
Lord with their faces to the ground. They
probably bowed their heads, then fell on their
knees and bent forward until their faces came
between their hands, The formality which is
native to the oriental seems almost a mark of
hypocrisy when imitated in our free and easy
country. But Protestantism especially may well
take lessons in reverence from these old Jews,
A disposition to look around the congregation
while others’ heads are bowed, to whisper during
prayer time, to put on wraps during the singing
of the doxology, and to greet with effusivencss
friends the moment after the last words of the
benediction have been pronounced, is a mark of
the want of reverence of soul, and no skeptica!
criticism outside or in the Church, and no vice
made legitimate by law, so directly imperils the
Church of Christ as thoughtless irreverence or
the part of its members and supporters,
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7. Also Jeshua . « . and the Levites,
caused the people to understand the law.
We have here thirteen names, which, however,
scem to be names of families or clans rather than
of persons.  ““ And the Levites " should probably
read “even the Levites,” for all these men be-
longed to the priestly tribe. Where did they stand ¢
Evidently they did not stand upon the pulpit of
wood, where Ezra and his thirteen supporters
were.  Probably they were stationed at intervals
through the crowd and repeated and explained
the words that Ezra slowly read. How they
‘ caused the people to understand the law?” is
described inthe next verse, The people stood
in their place. Observe that the word * stood”
isin Italic, which means that it has been supplied
by the translators. It is not in the original,
From all oriental analogy we may be sure that
the people did not stand. They remained in their
places sitting on the ground, as every oriental
company does when it is not engaged in direct
physical action,

8. They read in the book in the law of
God. Put a comma after “book?” (Revised
Version), and this phrase bécomes plain, The
book that they read was the law of God. Dis-
tinetly. The margin of the Revised Version
gives *“ with an interpretation,” which is proba-
bly the meaning, Gave the sense, and caused
them to understand, They repeated distinetly
every word that Ezra read; chanted it, as some
believe, or gave it in a sort of choral recitative.
And then, making signs to him to stop for a
while, they answered the questionsof the multi-
tude. This verse has often been referred to as
beautifully stating the duty of the Sunday school
teacher, Very likely part of what the Levites
had to do was to translate sentence by sentence
the words from the old Hebrew into the vernac-
ular dialect,

9. Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha.
“Tirshatha ™ is a term of reverence and dignity
fora governor. It is related to the modern Turk-
ishtitle pasha. Said unto all the people, This
day is holy unto the Lord your Godj
mourn noty nor weep. The duty of reading
the word of God was sacredly reserved for Ezra,
He was a pricst and minister of God, and the
laymen who supported him did not interfere with
his work. Neither did the great Nehemiah, who
at this time was the most potent factor in the
little community at Jerusalem, But when the
people wept, when they heard the words
of the law, the strong common sense of Nehe-
miah asserted itself, and we can casily in imagina-
tion see the soldiers clear the way while the great
man advances to Ezra and suggests the quict-
ing of the people, who in their first contact

with divine truth make the mistake of mourning
instead of rejoicing. 8o I have seena little child
whose father had been long absent ery at the
sight of him who loved it most. These people,
knowing their moral infirmity and their distance
from God, instinctively felt, like all sinners, dis-
posed to run farther away from him instead of
doing what the heavenly Father, as well as all
earthly parents, longs for his children to do—
coming nearer.  But there was another thought,
doubtless, in Nehemiah’s mind, This day, the
first day of the seventh month, had been ordained
by Moses ** as a memorial of blowing of trumpets,
a holy convocation,” during which no servile
work should be done, It was rather to be ob-
served as a day of festivity, 8o while the por-
trayals of sin and the threats of punishment
which the people heard from the law might well
sadden their hearts, it was their duty on this oc-
casion to direct their attention rather to the
promises, which are far more abundant in God’s
word than threats of punishment, and to rejoice
rather than to weep,

10. Go your way, eat the fat, nnd drink
the sweet. These words and what follow are
probably the words of Nehemiah, and the
Levites repeating and indorsing what he said,
The East is aregion of alternate fasting and
feasting. People starve themsclves for weeks
together that they may stuff themselves for days
together.  Their festivities are like nothing
known in Europe or America.. Fresh meat is a
rarity in the East, but on festival occasions it is
inordinately indulged in, and marrow and fat-
ness, and milk and oil, and honey and wine, are
the typical phrases for daintics. Send pore
tions unto them for whom nothing is pre«
pared. For they, too, arethe children of Abra-
ham and children of God. The perfect truth
that our Lord has sheep of another flock, that
Gentiles, as well as Jews, are children of God, had
not broken forth in luster upon the earth; but
within national limits the conseientious Jew had
a higher recognition of the rights of his neigh-
bors than the average conscientious Christian
the best land under the sun to-day. In the mod-
ern mad rush for wealth there is a terrible and
heathenish(rightly speaking, it is an infidel) dis-
regard of the poor fellow, Notwithstanding his
poverty and notwithstanding his vice, he is a
fellow, a brother, and it is our duty even more
than it was the duty of these old Jerusalem Jews
to “give portions unto them for whom nothing is
prepared.” We won’t have to travel far to do it
This day is holy unto our Lord. Iere was
the chief reason for Nehemiah's interruption, It
will never doto be sorry onthe Lord’s festal
day ; forthe joy of the Lord is your strength.
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A truth which, if constantly remembered, would l their duty to their fellow-men. Let us remember

greatly multiply the prosperity of the modern
Church,

il1. So the Levites stilled all the people.
Ezra and Nehemiah from their lofty pulpit could
give the orders, but these could only be carried
into effect by the help of the Levites, who were
down among the common people, Here is a
beautiful suggestion about the helpfulness of the
ordinary church member. Great men in the
Church may be able to give extensive directions,
but to have them carried out requires the ordi-
nary Christians cach to dohis duty. Hold your
peace, for the day is holy. They must not
mar the gladness of the holy day by manifesta-
tions of sorrow even for their sins.  But yet sor-
row of a godly sort is a privilege and a duty.
Sorrows are spurs, but joys are wings,

12. The people went their way. Someof
those who left went to their homes, the rest to
their temporary stopping places. To eat, and
to drink. Which was their duty to God on this
occasion. 'T'o send portions. Which was

that no social system has yet been practically
worked which does not leave many in bitter pov-
erty. To make great mirths This was their
duty tothemselves, Their mirth was not rioting ;
it was the hilarity, as it is called in the New Tes-
tament, of souls who feel that God is their Father
and all men and women their brothers and sis-
ters. It was a duty to indulge in mirth of such
sort. They had understood the words that
were declared unto them. This was the
cause of their gladness, They had reason to
thank the Levites and other plain men who had
helped them so to understand. I fancy some of
them seeking such Levites to thank them, but not
finding them in the crowd. 8o many of us have
sought in maturity to find the Sunday school
teachers who helped us in childhood and have
not found them ; so—and it is a comfortable and
cheering thought—some will seek to find the Sun-
day school teacher of to-day., Perhaps they will
not find us, but all gratitude and thanks will
cluster about all saved souls in eternity,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. The broad place. A public square
suitable for gatherings; not “strect,” as in the
Authorized Version. Before the water gate.
This gate was directly south of the temple. So
the open place on which the people assembled
must have been southwest of the temple pre-
cinets, but inside the eity wall, in that portion of
Jerusalem marked *Ophel” on our maps. Ezra
the scribe. It is quite remarkable that Ezra,
who had been in Jerusalem some thirteen years
(see Ezra 7. 8) before Nebhemiah is not men-
tioned earlier in the book. Three explanations
are possible: (1) e had returned to Babylon
before the arrival of Nehemiah j (2) Being a rad-
ical reformer, he had failed in his efforts, had
incurred the hostility of his fellow-countrymen,
and had become so unpopular with them as to
be relegated to the background; or, (3) Being
himself a priest, he would naturally work under
the direction of Eliashib, the high priest, The
book of the law of Moses. The Pentateuch,
or the first five books of the Bible, It is inter-
esting to know that the contemporarics of Ezra
and Nehemiah had a book called the “law of
Moses,” which they believed to have been given by
the hand of Mos#s. (Seechap. 9. 14 ;10.20.) There
are no less than ten clear references to the * law
of Moses” in Ezra and Nehemiah, It is barely
possible that Ezra and Nehemiah knew quite as
much about the origin of the Pentateuch as the
average modern higher critic, who loudly pro-

claims that we have not a line from the pen of
Moses,

2. Both men and women. Or, as we read
in chap. 10, 28, “ All they, . . . their wives, their
sons, and their daughters, every one having
knowledge, and having understanding.” This
verse plainly teaches the high position of women
even at that early day. The nonsensical rabbini-
cal teaching, which crept in in later times, that the
law should not be read to women, has no war-
rant in the Old Testament. Women are equally
interested as men in hearing the word of God,
and should have equal rights in all matters per-
taining to religion. First day of the seventh
month, September-October, depending upon
the full moon, It was on this day that the feast
of trumpets oceurred (Lev. 23, 24), and therefore
it was especially sacred.

3. From early morning. Literally, from
the light,or daybreak, Thus the meeting would
last at least seven hours, Of course we are not
to understand that Ezra read during all this
time, but was assisted by several others. The
people were attentive, The word “attentive
is not in the original. We simply have *the
cars of the people were to the hook.”

4. Pulpit of wood. Literally, “tower  of
wood. This was a raised platform or stage,
large enough to hold over a dozen people. Bee
side him stood Mattithiah, ete. Nothing
more is known of these persons than their
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names. They were probably priests or Levites, l comings. No sinful man can attentively listen
though some are inclined to the opinion that a | to God’s word without feeling sad at his own

part of them were laymen,
5. Opened the book.

’porlhly. Careful reading of the Bible will pro-
As the manuscript | duce a better class of men.

Let all our ministery

was probably a scroll, and not a book, in our | and teachers insist upon reading the word.

sense of the word, “ unrolled ” would be a better
translation than “opened.” All the people
stood up. Orientals do not like to stand up
forany length of time, but on this occasion, out of
respect to the law, the people stood up. The
Jews of modern times do not stand during the
reading of the law.

6. Blessed the Lord. Ile praised Jehovah
for his goodness and mercy to the people, He
may have recited a psalm of thanksgiving.
Amen. This word is pure Ilebrew, and derived
from a verb meaning to be firm or to be true.
When used adverbially the meaning is * surely
or “certainly.” In general it is now used to ex-
press a wish that a prayer should be answered.
Our “May it be s0,” or * Let it come to pass,”
fairly expresses the meaning of “amen.”” Lifting
up of their hands. Asif to receive the blessings
of God from heaven. Bowed their heads.
The oriental is naturally rl-\'vrf-nt, much more 8o
than the average European or American, Con-
stituted as most men are, it is certainly easier for
them to worship God with closed eyes and bowed
head than in a careless, indifferent attitude, Let
all religious parents educate themselves and chil-
dren on this line,

7. Also Jeshua, ete. Seven of them are
mentioned elsewhere, (8ee chap. 9.5 10.9-14.)
Beyond this we know nothing of them. And the
Levites, The conjunction “and?” of the clause
is very confusing ; it is probably an error, and
should be omitted ; then the word * Levites”
stands in apposition with the names preceding.,
Caused the people to understand. Explain-
ing all obscure passages,

8, Distinctly. Plainly or clearly, not mum-
bling. Gave the sense, Some of the hearers
were doubtless very ignorant, knew but little
about the law, and, having been brought up in
Assyria, some of the Hebrew expressions would
sound strange to them. And, indeed, unless the
Jew was a much better Bible scholar than the
average Christian of our day, the reason for the
necessity of such explanation is not difficult to
find.

9. Tirshatha. The Persian title of Ezra,
corresponding to pecha (our pasha), and inter-
changeable withit. (Comp. Neh. 7.65; Hag. 1.1.)
Both words mean governor. This day is holy.
Therefore intended to promote joy and gladness,
and no time for mourning and weeping. For
all the people wept.  The portions of the law
read in their hearing vividly recalled their short-

10. He said. Whether “ he” refers to Ezre,
or Nehemiah is not clear. Eat the fat, and
drink the sweet, Enjoy the good things which
in the mercy of Jehovah are yours, Live hence-
forth in such a way that your life may be a con-
tinuous stream of joy and gladness. Send
portions, We know of no direct command to
this effect in the law of Moses, but it is in perfect
harmony with its spirit. (See Deut. 16, 11, 14,
and, for later usage, Esth, 9. 19-22,) Neither be
ye grieved. You have now repented ; the past
is past ; you cannot change it ; take courage, and
do better in the future, The joy of the Lord
is your strength. The consciousness of God’s
favor produces happiness and promotes joy;
this happiness comes through obedience to his
law, and by trusting him. Whoever fully trusts
God has perfect peace, No wonder, therefore,
that the Christian is asked to “rejoice in the
Lord always.”

11. Hold your peace. Do not mar the joy
of this festive occasion by giving way to your
feelings of sorrow,

12. To make great mirth. The word
“mirth”” must not be understood in its ordinary
meaning of merriment or frolic or noisy gayety,
but rather in the sense of cheerful gladness and
joy. Because they had understood the
words, Not the command that they should not
grieve and feel sorry, but rather the words of the
law read to them. They now rejoiced that they
had discovered the source of their past sorrows,
and the way to avoid future troubles and dangers.

Thoughts for Young People.
Reading the Bible.

1o God's word is given to men that it may be read
and followed as a guide in iife. The sailor in an
unknown sea consults his chart; so should we
consult the Bible, More than one ship has been
lost by striking upon a rock not laid down in the
chart, but every danger is warned against in this
guidebook,

2. The Bible should be read publicly, in assem-
blages for worship. Its place upon the desk in-
dicates the honor that it should receive.

Be It should be read by all the people, old and
young, rulers and commons, ministry and laity ;
for all need its golden precepts, and all will be
helped by them,

4. It should be vead as a whole, in continuous
sections, a book at a time. The best view of
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London is froi e dome of St. Paul's; of
Montreal, f ount Royal; so we need to
take a lany pe view of Bible truth.

5a 1t should be read veverently, as God's message.
When a Japanese officer saw the signature of
the mikado he fell prostrate before it. We
should treat with reverence a message from our
King.

6. It should be vead with carcful study and ex-
planation, to give the sense, and not to interject
a meaning into it. We need not the opinions of
men, but the mind of the Spirit.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The impression which Ezra made in restoring
the law and the reading of it extended far be-
yond the Jewish peoples themselves. The entire
Arab peoples came so to admire and revere Ezra
because of this one feature of his career that it
entered not only into their traditions, but into
the sacred text of the Koran itself, every syllable
uf which is held to be divinely inspired. In the
tiura, known as * The Declaration of Immunity,”
Mohammed says, ‘“The Jews say Ezra is the
ron of God ; and the Christians say Christis the
¢on of God.” The Arab commentators have en-
tleavored to explain away the idolatry of Ezra,

‘harged in this text against them, but the very
«xplanation serves to show the traditional re-
ypeet in which Ezra was held in regard to the
yepublication of the law. These commentators
ray that it was heterodox Jews who taught that
)izra was the “Son of God,” or some Jews of
Medina ; and the reason for their extreme rev-
crence was that the law being utterly lost and
Yorgotten during the Babylonish captivity, Ezra,
having been raised to life after a hundred years,
dictated the whole anew to the scribes out of his
own memory ; at which they greatly marveled,
and declared that he could not have done it un-
less he were the “ Son of God.”” This comment
is read and accepted among a hundred and sev-
enty-five millions of Mohammedans at this time,

The early * Fathers” of the Christian Church,
such as Ireneus, Tertullian, and Clement, all
followed this tradition, which is found in the
Apocryphal book of Esdras, “ a book too ab-
surd,” says Dr. Clark, * for the Romanists them-
selves to receive into their canon.” What Ezra
did was probably to get as many copies of the
Law together as possible, and to make a correc
edition, or, as we would say to-day, an ** Author-
ized Version” of the Scriptures. He divided
these into the Law, the Prophets, and the Hagio-
grapha, or holy writings; the Mohammedans
now divide them into the Law, the Prophets, and
the Psalms.

=

As to the manner of the writing, it is believed
that those books were written not perpendicular,
but in long lines clear across the parchment from
right to left. Anciently it is supposed the He-
brew verses each occupied a line, the roll being
wide enough to contain any verse of the book,
though the ancients did not know any verse
division. Ezrawrote the whole book in Chaldee
character, to which they had become used during
the period of their captivity, The old Hebrew
character has been retained in common use only
by the Samaritans, of whom we have so often
spoken as now reduced to a very small remnant
residing near Jacob’s well.

Ezra continued this Bible study after he
ceased to be governor, and became the Secretary
of State, or of the Department of Religions, if
we may make such analogy, under Nehemiah.
Ezra is supposed to have been the author of the
division of the Scriptures into the fifty-four sec-
tions, for use in the readings in the synagogue,
each Sabbath day having its own Scripture ap-
pointed for that day, as we read so frequently
about in Christ’s times, and as it is the custom
to do in the synagogues all over the world in
our own times.

It is singular that the knowledge of the Hebrew
Scriptures has fallen so commonly out of mind
among great portions of the Jews of to-day.
Dr. C. C. Adler, writing of the Jews in Amster-
dam and western Europe, remarks that it seems
strange that missionaries have to carry the Old
Testament to the Jews, who, as a rule, do not
possess a complete Iebrew Bible. He affirms
that they would not, understand it if they had it
given them without a living teacher, and that the
number of rabbis and professional readers
among them capable of explaining it to them
diminishes every year. The missionaries offer
them a bilingual Old Testament, thereby doing
for them what Ezra did for the people of Jeru-
salem : they give them the Hebrew text in one
column and the “sense,” as Ezra would have
called it, in Dutch, and the people now are willing
to buy it. There was a great synagogue, said to
have been organized by Nehemiah about 410B. C.,
consisting of one hundred and twenty members,
of which Ezra was president. To this body the
prophets transmitted the Law as given by
Moses. It was succeeded by the Sanhedrin, Its
special work was to reorganize religious worship
among the returned captives from Persia and
Babylon, and to gather together the canonical
books. Such is the Hebrew tradition, and
though it is not unquestioned, there is reason to
accept it as far more than probable, and perhaps
historically accurate. Josephus does not mention
this great council, and no such council by name
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appears in Scripture. Accepting its existence as
a fact, one can readily surmise that it became the
seat of authority for the decision of theological
questions, as a hundred and twenty prominent
men, which numbered among all the leading
scribes from Ezra to S8imon the Just, covering
in time a century and a half, would naturally
come to be,

Previous to the captivity worship of the high-
est kind could be performed only at the temple
of Jerusalem, but the Scriptures, even then,
could be publicly read elsewhere, and the people
could receive instruction in them from the
prophets at any time or place. Worship at
Jerusalem during the times of the captivity being
impossible, it is supposed that the synagogue
originated in Babylon. It was designed, not as
a place for sacrifice, but for religious instruction
and prayer. Synagogues may have been merely
““meetings,” about some prophet or other leader
for instruction and devotion, but specially meet-
ings for observance of feasts, festivals, or holi-
days. In our English Bible the word is found
but once in the Old Testament.

By Way of Illustration.

People with hungry hearts have
When people are eager to know
That is

Attentive ears,
attentive ears,
a thing they stretch forward to grasp it.
what attention is—a stretching forward.

The Bible is the mightiest book in the world
when brought into contact with an attentive soul.
Even a fragment of it is sufficient to stir cities
and usher in national reformations. When a
small part of it was discovered in the days of
Josiah the result was a purging of the entire
kingdom. When Ezra in Babylon discovered a
small part of it he faced the dangers of a thou-
sand miles of sand in order that Jerusalem might
be born again. When it was discovered in the
fourteenth century by Wyelif there was commo-
tion throughout all England. When it was re-
discovered in the sixteenth century the whole
world entered upon a new era. It was the Bible
which drove the Pilgrims and Puritans across
three thousand miles of sea, and which armed
the legions of Cromwell to fight against the king.
Many a man dates his life from the discovery of
this book. A Bible on the shelf or on the center
table or on the pulpit amounts to nothing. It is
a Bible listened to which transfigures the soul,—
C. E. Jefferson.

Verses 4 and 7. 1 used to wonder why all those
hard, unpronounceable names were put in this
story until it occurred to me that Nehemiah was
thus honoring Bible class teachers, Wherever

this Bible in its two hundred and fifty languages

! and dialects is printed these names are inscribeq
‘uu Bible teachers. Like the woman who broke
‘ the alabaster box, they are immortal,

“ Caused them to understand.” I purchased a
guidebook, and found that the chief directions
were in Italian, which I could not read. If you
| were lost on the mountains, it would be more
f profitable to meet a poor, ragged girl who would
| simply tell you the way home than a profound

professor who would merely explain the geolog-
ical formation of the soil on which you are
‘SNIIH“IIL’. So it is better to have a religious
“ln-u('hvr who can in simplicity tell the way to
| heaven than a profound scholar who cannot he
understood.

Lord Shaftesbury was a follower of Ezra when
he opened the great theaters of London for Bible
preaching and song, so that the poor might come
in to a simple religious service which they could
understand. His memorable words were, * The
Church which does not lead in evangelism will
die of dry rot, if not by divine judgment.”

Verses 9-12, Emotion is deadening and destrue-
tive if it does not lead to action. The great psy-
chologist James says that when one has been
stirred to good impulses and does not act upon
them it is worse than never to have been stirred.
‘Do something,” he says, *““if only to give a
drink to a child or a chair to your old grand-
mother.”

Monday Club says: “To use the lachrymal
ducts is no certain proof of p'icty. God’s law
asks not sorrow, but obedience. ‘To obey is
better than sacrifice.’” Ezra tells them to wipe
away their tears and send portionsunto them for
whom nothing is prepared. Ah! this scribe is a
prophet. His words remind us of Him who said,
‘But go ye and learn what this meaneth, I desire
merey and not sacrifice.’ "

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Dear, blessed old Bible! Never was there an-
other book like it. In the days of Nehemiah,
five hundred years before Christ, it was the same
spring of joy and comfort for the people who
were attentive to hear it as it is to-day. Perhaps
| Ezra read to them the eighth chapter of Deuter-
| onomy, the very one we love to read because it
| tells us the Lord leads us all through life, and
| that sorrows and trials are meant to prove us and
to make us know that there is something much
better for us than having our own way. The
sweet words came as a message from heaven as
Ezra gave the sense and caused them to under-
stand. “Thou shalt remember all the way that
the Lord thy God hath led thee.” All the way?
In the captivity # In the persecutions? In the
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loss of home, and nation, and temple? Yes;
even through those grievous things which
seemed so utterly against his will God had led
them for a purpose. There was light on those
dreary years of exile when they heard, ** As a man
chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasten-
eth thee;” and light upon the future in the
promise, * The Lord thy God bringeth thee into
a good land, a land of brooks of water, of foun-
taing and depths that spring out of valleys and
hills,” Something very good was yet to come to
them, the chosen people of God, if only they
would * obey his voice indeed.”

Whether it was this or some other part that Ezra
read, their hearts were broken under the strange,
sweet power of the hook, They went their way to
be glad, because they had understood the words
that were declared unto them. It is so now when
we are attentive to hear it. Would you negleet,
or destroy, or disbelieve the only revelation from
(God which throws light upon the sorrows and
mysteries of life and promises a future of bless-
edness ? *“T am the Light,” Jesus said, and for
all who believe him death is only a passing
ghadow and the life beyond beautiful and at-
tractive. What is it in this book which gives it
universal power over human hearts to comfort,
strengthen, and encourage so that ““we see the
path of life more clearly and walk in it more
bravely and steadily ?* There is but one answer.
1t is the word of God that lives and abides for-
ever. Worry and sorrow would have left the
race hopeless ages ago if there had been *‘no
light but reason,” no book except those written
by the wisest philosophers. No other book ever
said, * Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and I will giveyou rest.”” No other
ever said, “Let not your heart be troubled ; . . .
in my Father’s house are many mansions, 1 go
to prepare a place for you.” No other book has
been translated into almost every language upon
earth, and made a transformation in the charac-
ter of those to whom it is given. It has just
penetrated into Thibet, having been translated
into that tongue by a Moravian minister years
before the missionaries were allowed to enter
that fast-barred door. The entrance of the word
that “giveth light” into every land the world
over is a testimony that it is God’s word, and he
wills that it shall find its way to every creature.

‘When Dr. Duff, one of the earliest missionaries,
went to India he carried with him a library of
Greek and Latin authors, The vessel was
wrecked and everything lost. The crew and
passengers, thankful to save their lives, were
gathered round a fire kindled on the shore when
a sailor came running up the beach crying, ** See
what I have found,” and handed Dr. Duff his
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Bible, the only thing that had escaped the sea.
He says, ** My classies went to the bottom, but
when the Bible was brought back to me I seemed
to hear a voice from heaven saying, * Greek and
Latin are not needed to convert the natives of
India ; the Bible alone, with God’s Spirit, is suf-
ficient, for it is the sword of the Spirit and
mighty through God to the pulling down of Sa-
tan's strongholds.” And so it has proved, not
alone in India, but in every heathen country in
the last half century. Won’t you try what this
blessed book will do for you when you are at-
tentive to hear it ?

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Describe the walls of Jerusalem as rebuilt by
Nehemiah....Draw a map of Jerusalem, and
show the ‘“ water gate,”’ where the events of the
lesson took place....** An Old Testament Sun-
day school.” Note (1) that it was held on Sun-
day, *““the first day of the seventh month;™ (2)
that all the people were included in it, either as
teachers or scholars; (3) its text-book was the
Bible; (4) its superintendent was Ezra, an ear-
nest worshiper, a godly man, and a thorough
Bible student. Notice his peculiar fitness for the
place ; (5) its teachers were godly men and Bible
scholars ; (6) its exercises, taken from the story ¢
(7) its aim, to give clear understanding of God's
word ; (8) its results, conviction of sin and the
joy of acceptance with God.

Blackboard.

The first unanimous desire of the returned
Jews was to have read to them the word of the
Lord, that they might know and keep his perfect
law. Accordingly a pulpit was erected, and when
¥zra, the priest, read and expounded the ears of
all the people were attentive unto the book of
the law. From the same book One of later time
stood up to read, and the eyes of all them

that were in the synagogue were fastened on
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him. “This day,” He said, “is this scripture
fnlfilled in your ears.”
and read and search the Scriptures ; for Christ,
who fulfilled all in himself, speaks to us from
the sacred pages.

Library References.
Consult the references on Nehemiah for No-
vember 5.
FrReEeMAN’S HANDBOOK: Ver, 9, The Tirsha-
tha, 383, Ver. 10, Sending portions, 584,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verse 1.—Kanaga, J. B., *“ A Great Religious
Awakening,” The Treasury, vol. vii, page 689,

Verse 10.—Skinner, Thomas I1., * Spiritual
Joy as an Element of Strength,” Pulpit Elogquence
of the Nineteenth Century, page 363, Hughes, D,
., “Thanksgiving Sermon,” The Homiletic
Monthly, January, 1882, page 203, Carpenter, H,
8., * The Duty and Privilege of National Festiv-

Let us reverently hear |

|

ity,” The Homaletic Monthly, November, 1883, page
. Field, Henry M., “A Thanksgiving Sermon,”
The Preachers’ Magazine, 1805, page 481, Fl-
dridge, C. 0., “The Power of Holy Joy,” The
Preachers’ Magazine, 1896, page 499, Pearse, Mark
Guy, “The Source of True Joy,” The Treasury,
vol. v, page 687, )

OPTION, HYMNS,

Father most holy.

Almighty Spirit, we confess.
How precious is the book divine,
Thy word, almighty Lord.

More love to thee, O Christ.

The praying spirit breathe.

Give me the Bible,

Holy Bible, book divine.

Holy Bible, well I love thee.
What glory gilds the sacred page.

LESSON IX.

WOES OF INTEMPERANCE.

[Nov. 26.

GOLDEN TEXT. Wine is a mocker, strong drink 1s raging : and whosoever is deceived

thereby is not wise.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
Prov. 28.20-35. [ Commit to memory verses 20-32, ]

20 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who
hath contentions ¥ who hath babbling ? who hath
wounds without cause? who hath redness of
eyes?

30 They that tarry long at the wine ; they that
g0 to seek mixed wine.

31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red,
when it giveth his color in the cup, when it mov-
eth itself aright.

32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, and
stingeth like an adder,

33 Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and
thine heart shall utter perverse things,

84 Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in
the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon the
top of a mast.

35 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and 1
was not sick ; they have beaten me, and 1 felt it
not: when shall 1 awake? I will seek it yet
again,

Prov, 20. 1.

REVISED VERSION,
20 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow ? who hath
contentions ?
Who hath complaining? who hath wounds
without cause ?
Who hath redness of eyes ?
30 They that tarry long at the wine ;
They that go to seek out mixed wine.
31 Look not thon upon the wine when it is red,
When it giveth its color in the cup,
When it goeth down smoothly :
32 At the last it biteth like a serpent,
And stingeth like an adder,
33 Thine eyes shall behold strange things,
And thine heart shall utter froward things.
84 Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in
the midst of the sea,
Or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast.
35 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and 1
was not hurt ;
They have beaten me, and I felt it not :
When shall T awake ? I will seek it yet again.

Home Readings.

M. Woes of Intemperance. (Temperance Sun-
day.) Prov, 23, 20-35,

Tw. God’s judgment. Isa. 5. 8-16.

W. Anger of the Lord, Isa. 5. 18-25,

Th, The mocker, Prov, 20. 1-11,

F. Sudden destruction, Nah. 1. 1-10,

Isa. 24, 1-12,
Matt, 24, 42-51,

o Losolation,

8. His portion,
Lesson] Hymns.

No. 338, New Canagian Hymnal.

See, the Chugeh of Christ arises,
Smile or frovgn of man despises,
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No. 335, New Canadian Hymn;

Homes there are of and sorrow,

Where the s t ne'er appears,

No. 337, Ne nadian Hymnal,

s of temperance, onward go,

ear ye not to face the foe.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. Woes, v, 29, 30,

What questions are asked in this lesson ?

What is meant by “babbling 2"

What by * wounds without cause "

What harm does a drunkard do to others ¢

What harm does he do to himself ?

What is the worst evil of drunkenness ?

What is the first step to removing the evil ?

How far can legislation go ?

Does increased legislation against the evil de-
crease moral suasion ?

What is the duty of a man who feels that he is
in no danger of excess of drink ?

What is the best reason for total abstinence ?
2. Warning, v. 31-35,

Recite the warning in the GoLpEN TexT,

How does wine bite and sting ?

Why do men begin to drink ?

Why do they seek strong drink * yet again ?"

How does the lesson show the unconscious-
ness of the drunkard ?

Is drunkenness a disease ?

1f so, how can it be a vice?

Why does the law hold a man responsible for
crime done when under the influence of drink ?

What should be the position of the Christian
Church against the evil ¢

What is your position ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Pity, not ridicule, should be given to him
who is the victim of strong drink. Many are led
astray by the mirth and music which attend
festive gatherings where wine is conspicuous,
Social customs should be on the side of absti-
nence,

2. ‘At the last” (verse 32). The trouble with
multitudes of young people is that they do not
see or do not regard the inevitable end of an evil
course. The path is now a flowery one, but if it
is downward, it will lead to a desert where no
flower blooms and no bird sings.

3. “1 will seek it yet again,” cries the man
who is the slave and then the victim of strong
drink. Here is the evil of drunkenness. It
breaks down the strong will of a once strong
man, He becomes helpless and miserable.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Woes, v. 29, 30.

What six questions are asked in verse 20?

What answer is given ¥

Who pronounces a woe on the wine-drinker ?
Isa. 5. 11, 22,

Against what deceiver are we warned in the
GoLpeN Text ?

Is wine any less a foe to-day than when this
| was written ?

! 2. Warning, v. 31-35,

What council is given about wine ?

Why is this the safest course ?

What is the final effect of wine drinking ?

How does it affect the passions ?

To whom is a drunken man likened ?

What complaint will the drunkard make ?

What will he do when he recovers ?

What says Solomon elsewhere about such
folly. Prov. 26. 11.

From what blessedness will all drunkards be
exceluded ? 1 Cor, 6, 10,

What is said of him who makes drunkards?
Hab. 2. 15.

What is the wise course about wine and strong
drink ? Col. 2. 21,

Practical Teachings.
How in this lesson are we taught—
1. That drunkenness brings misery ?
2. That drunkenness shortens life ¢
3. That total abstinence is the way of safety ¢

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Who was Solomon? The son of King
David.

What great gift did God bestow upon him?
Wisdom.

From whom does all true wisdom come? From
God.

What book of the Bible did Solomon write ?
What was a proverb? How many proverbs did
Solomon write?  Who hath woe? The drunke
ard.

Find other questions in the same verse which
are all answered in the same way. Do you he-
lieve this is true * What is the safe thing to do?
Not to even look at the wine,

What does it do at the last? To what end will
the drunkard certainly come ? To poverty.

How do we know this? God says so.

Who cannot enter heaven ? A drunkard.

How do we know this? God says so.
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THE LESSON CATECHISM. NEW CAURCH TECHISM.
(For the entire school.)
1. Who hath sorrow! They that tarry | 11. Whatare the works #f God?
long at the wine,
2. What is said about wige and strong drink 2| The works of God
GoLpeN TEXT: * Wine is a mocker, strong |attributes, as seen
drink is raging,®’ ete. demption,
3. What effect has it at the last? It biteth
like a serpent.
4, What does the drunkard exclaim? ¢ [tohim, a
will seek it yet again.” Amen.

the exercise of His glorious
reation, providence. and re

Romans xi, For of him, and through him, and

1 things: to whom be glory for ever,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Woes in the Wine Cup.

1. REMORSE, | V. LUSTFUL PASSIONS,
Who hath sorrow? v, 29, | Shalt benold strange women.  v. 38
Sorrow of the world....death. 2Cor. 7. 10, Whosoever looketh. .. .to lust, Matt, 5, 2§,
1I. QUARRELS, VI. EviL IMAGINATIONS,
Who hath contentions? v, 29, Heart, .. utter perve se things, v. 33,
Leave off contentions, Prov. 17, 14, Out of the heart....evil. Matt, 15. 19,
111, Wousbs, VII. REELING GAIT.
Who hath wounds without cause? v, 29, Lieth down in....sea. v, 34,
Whence come. ... fightings, James 4, 1, Reel....like a drankard. Isa. 24. 20.
IV. BLEARED EvEs, - VIIL Eviu HMawir,
Who hath vedness of eyes? v, 29, Will seck it yet again, v, 35,
Of the flesh....corruption, Gal, 6, 8, Turned to his own vomit. 2 Pet, 2. 22,

IXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

As the “Psalms of David” are named after the chief of Hebrew hymnists, though he did not
write them all, so the  Proverbs of 8olomon,” containing selections from the sagings of the sages
of Israel through several centuries, take their name from the wisest of Jews and of men. One sec-
tion of the book was arranged and written out under King Hezekiah, Agur, the son of Jakeh, and
a king named Lemuel are named as the authors of the last two chapters, But the chapter from
which our lesson is taken was probably written by Solomon. The wise old king rises over the mists
of the ages, and, bending down with fatherly tenderness, addresses us as his sons, and, entering into
many of the details of human life, shows us the folly of sin and the wisdom of virtue, Surely, if
any vice advertises its own folly, it is the vice of drunkenness, If a an commit any other sin in
the long list, he injures himself, Lis vietims, and his own and their relatives—bad enough, surely ;
but when a man, by drinking rotten and distilled sugar, turns himself first into a simpleton, then
into an idiot, and then into a lunatic, he prepares himself to commit every crime, and carries iniq-
uity as infectiously through the streets as a sufferer from smallpo.. could carry disease, This lesson,
however, refers more to the personal experiences of the drunkard than to his baleful, far-reaching
influence. It is well, as we study and teach it, to reflect that all the misery that Solomon here de-
seribes as the drunkard’s doom came before the dangerous arts of distillation had been invented,
Methods of rectification greatly increased the evil results of liguor-drinking, and modern methods
of poisonous adulteration have multiplied them to an incalculable degree. If, before the world
knew anything of brandy or whisky or gin orrum, drunkards had woe and sorrow and contentions
and complaining and wounds without cause, what immeasurable misery have they now! And
what misery have their wives and children! And what awful evils do they bring on the community

in which they live ! And to what an awful degree does that community share in the responsibility
of their guilt !

Verse 20. Who hath woe? who hath |sional interjections with most of us: they are
sorrow ? Literally, “ Who has Oh? who has|outcries of pain that suddenly interrupt the
Alas?”  Whose life is made up of exclama- | peaceful flow of life. But Solomon knows a man
tions of distress ? *“ OLs ™ and “Alases " are ocea- | ywhose life is one prolonged outery of agony.
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Who is he? Who hath contentions 2 who
hath babbling? The liquor shop is the head-
quarters of fighters and of fools. If aman is de-
termined to fight with another, he must get rid of
human kindness, so he takes alcohol and be-
comes a brute, If a man wants to learn a fool’s
seeret, he must first get rid of the fool’s lingering
senses, o he gives him alcohol, and the secret is
divalged. Wounds without eause. Without
reason. A large proportion of the diseases which
seourge us, a larger proportion of fatal acci-
dents, and nearly all the causeless and unprofit-
able disputes of life, arise from alcohol and
intoxicating drugs. Who hath redness of
eves? “Dimming of eyes” would be a better
translation, but bloodshot and bleared eyes are
marks of a drunkard,

This verse is an awful arraignment of wine.
In Solomon’s day no intoxicant stronger than
wine was known ; in ours distilled liquor and the
adulteration of popular drinks bring ruin much
nearer to our houscholds. Robert Hall, the fa-
mous Baptist, called brandy *liquid fire and dis-
tilled damnation.” The fabled Circe invited
men to delightful banquets which, partaken of,
transformed the guests into beasts. Such is the
“liquor habit.” Alcohol overworks the heart,
poisons the blood, weakens the lungs, paralyzes
the nerves, congests the brain, dulls the mind,
and destroys the soul, In our day, as in Solo-
mon’s, the twenty-ninth verse can be truthfully
answered only by the thirtieth; only that we
have to add to “wine” and ‘“mixed wine” a
wearisome list of intoxicating drinks and
drugs,

30. They that tarry long at the wine.
There are in almost every community drunkards
whose ““ sprees”” are protracted through days and
even weeks, There is an evil charm in all intox-
icants, They that go to seek mixed wine.
“Mixed wine” is wine spiced and drugged to
strengthen it. “Go to seek ” is literally *‘go in
to sample,” to test. So we have in this verse
grouped together those who drink * respectably
at home and those who haunt the grogshops.
The weaker always leads to the stronger: cider
to wine, wine to whisky, whisky to the strongest
intoxicants.

31. Look not thou upon the wine. If
Circe is charming, turn thine eyes away. Total
abstinence, then, is no ‘“nineteenth century doc-
trine.” Three thousand years ago wise men saw
clearly that moderate drinking was not the best
means to develop thoroughly sober men, while
it makes millions of drunkards, But how perti-
nacious is this vice! Three thousand years!
Ninety generations! During those long years
how many lives have been ruined by intoxicants,

how many souls lost |  What immeasurable prac-
tical folly there is in this world in spite of all its
aggregated wisdom! When it is red. Or
golden, The beauty of wine adds to its fascina-
tion and its danger. Giveth his color in the
cup. Sends the sparkling “bead " up to the sur-
face. Moveth itself arights The Revised Ver-
sion has * goeth down smoothly.” Whichever of
these phrases be preferred the reference still is
to the evil charm of wine ; it glows and sparkles
to please the eye; its flavor delights the sense
of taste.

32. At the last it biteth like a serpent.
However fascinating at first, in the end it stings.
And how multiple is the pain of its sting—phys-
ical infirmities, remorse, defamation of reputa-
tion, degradation of character, despair! An
adder. Probably, according to Dr. Plumptre,
this is the cerastes, or horned snake, which coils
itself up in the sands of the East and darts un-
expectedly at wayfarers.

33. Thine eyes shall behold strange wome=
en. The Revised Version translates, “ Thine eyes
shall behold strange things,” a phrase which sug-
gests delirium tremens, ‘‘Strange women is
the phrase used by our Authorized Version to de-
seribe women who earn their livelihood by in-
dulging sensual lust.  * Stranger women " would
be better—that is, foreign women, heathen wom-
en, who had a low code of morals. Thine
heart shall utter perverse things. The He-
brew word, says Dr. Tayler Lewis, ‘“‘denotes
topsy-turviness, utter contradictoriness, ab-
surdity, and wild confusion.” The intoxicated
man having stupefied his moral purpose and
depraved his senses, his lawless imaginings are
free. Neither will nor words are under con-
trol. Strong drink greatly arouses the lower
passions.

34. As he that lieth down in the midst
of the sea, Very giddy and very sick; very
much in danger too. As he that lieth upon
the top of a mast. A climactic restatement.
8o reckless and wretched a bed as the masthead
of a vessel plunging in the trough of the open
sea would not be easy to duplicate; but it is a
comfortable, safe place of repose compared with
that of a drunkard.

35. They have stricken me . « . and I
was not sick. Rather, “Iwas not hurt.” The
drunkard is contemptuous ; when his friends ex-
postulate with him he says, ‘‘It does me no
harm. You say that bad habit has beaten me,
but I felt it not.” When shall I awake
should not be cut off from what follows. Itis a
statement of the behavior of every man who has
given himself over to this fatal fault—‘‘ when 1
shall awake " T will seek it yet again.
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CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 20. Who hath woe? Who hath
sorrow ? No one more than the slave of strong
drink. The words rendered *“ woe” and “sorrow””
are not substantives, but interjections, and are
correctly rendered in the margin of the Revised
Version as “Oh!” and “Alas!” respectively,
The ““Ohs” and the ** Ahs” are to be regarded_as
the groanings of the tormented inebriate and
the agonies and suffering of those affected by
his wicked course. Let the class recall the suf-
fering which its several members can directly
trace to the curse of drink among those they
know. Who hath contentions? Disputes,
bickerings, and quarrels breathe their native
air in a man filled with liguor, How many cases
of assault and battery, yea, of murders, can be
traced to the saloon? ‘“‘Strong drink inflames
the passions, removes the restraint of conscience
and will—it first maddens and then unchains
the tiger.”—Meredith. Complaining. Wailings
over lost time, lost property, lost opportunities,
and lost character, Wounds without canse,
Wounds received while gratifying an ungodly
appetite, when the mind was too beclouded to
take proper care of the body.
eyes. ‘“‘Dimness” would reproduce the origi-
nal better than ‘“‘redness.” Drunkenness closes
the drunkard’s eyes so that he cannot see his
dangers.

30. They that tarry long at the wine.
They who have become the slaves of alcohol.
They who spend hours, yea, days and weeks in
the clutches of the enemy! Who are these?
What were they once? They are now the im-
moderate drinkers, but were once the nice, the
clean, the good-hearted boys—those who could
take a glass of beer or wine or let it alone, just
as they chose. No one begins the way to a
drunkard’s grave by drinking immoderately,
but all immoderate drinkers at one time drank
moderately. The lesson is clear. Never, never,
drink intoxicating liquors. That go to seek
out. Or rather, who go to make a thorough
test. The Septuagint renders: “ Those who go
to hunt out where carousals are taking place.”
Mixed wine. Wine mixed with spices and
pernicious drugs. Ordinary wine becomes too
insipid ; they seek something more intoxicating,
The old story over again. Little cider or home-
made wine; then beer and whisky, and, finally,
the strongest of all drinks in large quantities,
Father and mother, intoxicants on your side-
boards or in your cellar are more dangerous
than arsenic or the deadliest poisons,

31. Look notthou, Keep out of the street
where liquors are sold. Refuse to associate with

Redness of

those who may tempt you, unless it be with the
avowed purpose of doing them good. Avoid the
very appearance of evil. There is no greater
evil than the liquor business. It is a monster
that kills its thousands every year. An English
brewer, yes, brewer, not Gladstone, has well said,
*“ It destroys more people than war, pestilence,
and famine combined.” Brother, what are you
doing to put down this great enemy of the human
soul? When it is red. When its color is tan-
talizingly inviting. When it giveth its color
in the cup. Literally, when it giveth its eye—
that is, when the little bubbles sparkle like
twinkling ey»s on the surface of the fluid.
When it goeth down smoothly. Glides into
the glass or goblet from the decanter, or perhaps
better, glides down the throat with the most
pleasant sensation. “The smoothness here
spoken of is highly appreciated by wine-
drinkers, and is called by them * mellowness,’ "’ —
Stuart,

32. At the last it biteth like a serpent.
It poisons, it pains, it kills, it ruins body and
soul. What folly, therefore, to tamper with
such an uncompromising foe! Like an adder.
This is probably the horned snake of the sandy
desert. A very venomous reptile, and greatly
dreaded by the Arabs,

33. Thine eyes shall behold strange
things. The Authorized Version has “strange
women," that is, foreign women, not subject to
1tho laws of Israel. Though drunkenness and
| sensuality often go hand in hand, especially in
| the case of women, yet the context fully justifies
the rendering of the Revised Version, namely,
“ ‘“strange things.” Crazed with drink, the
‘wrctchcd inebriate fancies himself the vietim of
many dreadful things, and in his delirium sees
J many strange sights. *An old Hebrew parable
compares the changing circumstances which
| wine produces with the manner of the lamb, the
| lion, the swine, the monkey ; here juggles and
‘ phantoms of the imagination are meant which in
the view and fancy of the drunken man hunt one
another like monkey capers,”—Delitzsch. Fro-
ward things. The primary meaning of the
verb from which *froward” is derived is to
turn, especially from that which is moral, to act
crookedly, No one is more apt to act per-
versely than he whose moral vision is beclouded
with strong drink. It is easy for him to utter
falsehood and pervert the truth,

34. As he that licth down in the midst
of the sea. As one who hath fallen overboard
and is already drowned, or about to be, Others
think that the words refer to a person lying
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| X
down, fast asleep, on the deck of ship tossed | tendency to create an appetite which overmas-
about by the stormy sea. In either case, a|ters the will. (Verse 35.)
striking picture of the thoughtless drunkard,| @, The only safeguard against the habit of
constantly exposed to danger and death. Lieth | qrinking is total abstinence. (Verse 31.)
4 T Lt 95 A [ . .
"lp::" "i.:‘ ul::!; ?‘: ‘:h:n:':::. 0[1‘"‘”'1‘ m\ ""I":: | 7. The only safeguard of universal total absti-
clauses 18 B p sense slee; P nan | 3
£ | nence is total prohibition.
who would fall asleep in the fore royal yard of I
a must or on the slender scaffolding of a lofty _—
gpire would be thought insane. But what of
him who deliberately drinks that which renders By Way of Illustration.
him insane? Do you know any such a man? A picture of @ drunkard, A8 a great artist can
4 L 0 :
‘,‘\r' §m; dnmlu 'l]""”";.'g tuA M\"h““' »D;' "‘“l; with a few lines draw a portrait which shows us
know that the heastlie .q-t sot, the l]l“-“‘ rutal | perfectly the character of the man, so the writer
drunkard, was once an innocent child, as dear | of this lesson has with a few words given us a
;:I:':'},:ll,:.iya‘::;':".::: :m";: l‘l,::,“"‘.(:Ill“”:;.hl‘hllm'()r(,I\IAI‘TII.: | living picture. And whoever sees it must want
8 b y : ¥ | to turn away from the repulsive sight,  In Sparta
boy in your Sunday school is in danger of the g ini <
L : . | those w sre training the youths gave the
saloon power? If 8o, what are you doing to pre- | those .\\lm \\( re tra uu‘.ﬂ. e ) “."I_'f Ln\i t.lln m
ert Bl o e e aiie Ui ;ul(mn SEanoE o | an object lesson on the effect of wine-drinking.
Yo ) . b " I. i t.l ol i "“| The worst drunkard in his fit of delirium and
T W ff'"t oys. Let us therefore crush it g.p000h who could be found was led in before
out of existence. the young men, who were bidden to look at him
35. They have stricken me .. . and I ‘ if they wished to see what they would look like if
was not hurt,  This and the next clauses must | they dared to tamper with the wine cup.
be regarded as the words of a man wakened from A fumous editor’s apinion. I resolved never to
I‘u‘.vﬂh(lrnnl;cnl:t|;|mr, -“ll,:w;“u';lnt all ll.m]l lﬁtlr“""" touch liquor, because it ruined some of the finest
) Ql““ B_‘"' .. :‘“ ':] - L lll"!ll;nr"ll ‘ t 'f‘""‘" minds I have ever known. One of the most bril-
e M "Q "“I . '.'"u‘-"“v""ml \ '; nrfu_u “‘" ‘3‘ liant editorial writers, who could command a
I:”l_ e f'm‘l "\"" ol ""'"‘ l." r«. f’“ ‘j""j b hundred dollars for a single editorial, became so
“\\‘)'wn\! shall \\uklr- lllul», I(.s)mll ‘T?"k lt.u:;:lm 3" | unreliable through drink that he is to-day living
1t is, No gooner shall I get over thisspree than 17, - N e
n a cellar in beggary.
shall again return to the wine. The sentiment | ) 4
e | erhi ou say: “ But this n drank
of the last verse is awfully true. Theintemperate | C‘Iﬂls u':))l;‘u)gl-\«. St hur: ":":"m_d,': puk: 1o
man, though knowing well the consequences of - x 0
ow do you know that it will not ?  One drop
drinking, and fully realizing the agonies andsuf- How g ,‘ . - 0. aroy
fering entatled thereby: yet dlings to the habit as | of kerosene has been known to throw into flame
it llo‘l‘lllll "‘_ pegmad 1'1;-1}11 o1 lurd dvaken. tin | an almost hopeless fire, and one glass of liquor
one and all to the vnnrl:lit\j of lh:- v\',iln prm]ucm.] may fan into flame a smoldering spark hidden

: way where its existence was not known. Why

by this great evil, and help us in thy name to do SEN "n ‘ "
take the risk ?

something.

I inquired of twenty-eight of the leading bugi-
ness men of our country, and found that twenty-
two of them never touch a drop of wine, If
Thoughts for Young People. liquor brings safe pleasures, why do these men
abstain? When I saw that these were the men
whose opinions in great business matters were

1. The depraved heart is the same in all ages, | accepted by the leading concerns of the world 1
and drunkards now are like drunkards of ancient | concluded that their judgment in the use of
times. (Verse 29.) liquor would satisfy me,.—Editor Bok, of the Ladies’

2. The use of liquor brings men into misery Home Journal,
of every kind, into poverty and injury and dis-| Verse 85, L will sk it yet again. Every
case. (Verse29.) drunkard was first a moderate drink The
drink habit is like the camel in the fable, It
asks only to put its nose under the tent curtain.
Soon its head is in, and then its whole body, and

4. There is a vast difference between the glow | the rightful owner is turned out.
of the first glass and the final agony of the ser-| A grinker said that a glass of whisky made
pent’s tooth.  (Verses 31, 82.) him a new man. That new man wanted another

5. The greatest danger in strong drink is its | glass,

The Evil of Intoxicants.

3. Those who begin by tasting are in danger
of tarrying long at the wine. (Verse 30.)
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Cobweb Saloon, Passing along the street of a
certain Western city, one may read in large,
glowing letters the sign, ** Cobweb Saloon.” A
very appropriate name, surely ; it tells the whole
story. Look at a fly in a spider’s web, and then
tell me if itisnot a pretty good representation of
one caught in the drink web.

Bismarck's testimony concerning German beer,
We sometimes hear it said: The trouble is with
our Canadian beer. German beer is healthful.
Bismark was a guest at a table where the host
apologized because the beer was lacking, * That
is no loss,” he said. *Our beer makes people
stupid, lazy, and useless, and we ought to deplore
the fact that such immense quantities are being
cousumed by the German people !

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Nothing can be added to this intense word-
picture of the woes of intemperance. In tk
few sentences is written the heart-breaking record
of many a life. Woe, sorrow, contentions,
wounds without cause. That tells the story,
Woe and sorrow for the oné¢ who drinks ; unut-
terable woe and sorrow for those who see the
destruction of all that is good in one they
love. Read it over and over until your heart
burns with pity, and your soul abhors the thing
which works such ruin. Think of what you have
seenand known in many a home, and make be-
fore God your solemn vow never to put yourself
or anyone else in danger by the use of wine or
any other intoxicating thing even by what may
seem at first moderate and harmless indulgence,
Remember, it is a mocker ; it deceives ; it seems
good at first, but at the last it biteth like a ser-
pent and stingeth like an adder. God says so,
and experience confirms it. There are other
snares that deceive besides wine and liquors.
There are drugs that produce unnatural exhila-
ration, dull the senses, lull the conscience, dis-
tort and destroy the moral consciousness,

In the pressure of business, the excitements of
society, and the nervous strain of life even in the
family, the dangeris great. **A little stimulant to-
day ; something to make one sleep : a tonic to tide
over this emergencey ; just a little spur for brain
and nerves for this one effort.”  Yes, just to-day,
then another day, then every day : then a habit;
then woe, sorrow, wounds. That is the story in
moreinstanees than we like to believe, Take warn-
ing: whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.
There is always danger of any stimulant produ-
eing an unnatural and uncontrollable appetite,
and making a slave of one who is ** quite sure
there is nothing to fear.,” There is a physiolog-
ical cause for this. The exhilaration of a stimu-

lant is the effort of the nervous system rousing
all its energy to throw off the poison, and is fol-
lowed by depression, which calls for a renewal of
the stimulant. Every successive exhilaration is
followed by greater and ever-increasing exhaus-
tion of nervous encrgy, until even large quanti-
ties of the once exhilarating drink or drug fail to
give relief from the soul-sickening misery, and
all eapacity for enjoyment, either physical or
mental, is destroyed. It is a course downward 1o
death with ever-inereasing momentum. I can-
not speak too strongly. I wish my words, or
rather the Bible words, might burn in every
heart with solemn, tender, warning, It is a sad
fact that young women need the warning as well
as young men. Too many wrecks lie all about
us for us to try to hide the trath, revolting and
painful as it is. Wine is a mocker. It mocks
the girl in “ good society ”” who takes it at first
thoughtlessly, and because others do, and at last
because she lovesit, It mocks the young man
who ** can take it or not as he pleases,” until at
last he would give all he possesses if only he
could break the awful fetters that enslave body
and soul. Thereis safety only in refraining from
its use altogether. One who has had large ob-
servation among the poor says, “I never yet
found a family borne down by poverty that did
not owe its fall to rum.” A very large percent-
age of criminals in prisons and paupers in poor-
houses are victims of liquor or opium. Each
one of my class has influence for or against this
great evil, Be thoughtful, conscientious, strong,
and true. Have clear convictions and hold to
them always and everywhere.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

This is a lesson which suggests its own plan of
teaching, Let lbc teacher take it up clause by
clause, illustrating its statements by facts which
are known to all A good plan would be to
draw on blackboard or slate the picture of a wine-
glass with a serpent coiling round it.  Write be-
tween the folds of the serpent the ten woes—the
ten stings of the winecup : * woe, remorse, pas-
sion, babbling, wounds, disease, lust, crime, gid-
diness, abnormal appetite ’—and show their ap-
plication to drunkards of to-day....The safc-
guard against intemperance, as stated in verse 31,
should be impressed upon the scholars—* Look
not thou,” ete.  Show that the only way of safety
is total abstinence....A man said, “I am worth
seventy-five thousand dollars, and I will give half
of it to anyone who will help me to get past that
tavern without going in.” A good way to help
him safely past would be to shut up the bar.




[Nov. 26,

Nov. 26.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNELR. 687

stem rousing
m, and is fol-
ra renewal of
xhilaration is
ing exhans-
large quanti-
or drug fail to

rdownward to
ntum. I can-
my words, or

urn in every
z. Itisa sad
arning as well
lie all about
revolting and
er. It mocks
<es it at first
lo, and at last
e young man
ses,’” until at
s if only he
enslave body
fraining from
had large ob-
“I mever yet
rerty that did
arge percent-
ipers in poor-
opium.  Each
r against this
itious, strong,
and hold to

'

:ting.
s own plan of
up clause by
by facts which
would be to
ure of a wine-
it.  Write be-
ten woes—the
remorse, pas-
st, crime, gid-
how their ap-
... The safc-
ed in verse 31,
olars—** Look
“way of safety
“Iam worth
[ will give half
 get past that
d way to help
p the bar.

OPTION }A\ 86

March along together.

Lead me, lead me.

Lo ! a mighty host is rising.

We must work and pray together.

Now to heaven our prayer ascending.,
Gushing so bright in the morning light.

Soldiers of the cross, arise.

Lift up the Gospel banner,

Rally for the cause of temp’rance.
Help the erring.

Soldiers of Christ,

Library References.

The literature of temperance is a library of
itself.  Zomperance in Al Nutions, Hargreaves,
Owr Wasted Resources.  Dorchester, The Liquor
Problem in Al Ages.  Montgomery, The Way Out,
The government report published by the Depart-
ment of Labor on the Gothenburg system, These
represent some of the best material available,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

Verses 20, 30.—* Life Insurance and Intoxi-
cants,” The Homiletic Monthly, September, 1887,

, 35, —Frazer, W. J., ** The Drunkard— |

rkable Pen Portrait of Scripture,” T
Howiletic Review, June, 1806, page 525.  ** Relation
of Drink to Pauperism, Crime, and Insanity,”
The Homiletic Review, January, 1807, page 83,

Blackboard.

T END'sDEATH

INE a0
OE

The way of wine has ever been a way of woe,
However fair and pleasant the path may seem,
the ends thercof are the ways of death, All the
high and holy powers God has given us will die
under the curse of strong drink. Intemperance

| i i
mocks the reason and deceives those who yield

to its influence. They will seek yet again that
which cannot satisfy, and which will destroy hoth
body and soul. Let us be contented to know
that this road leads to certain ruin, and touch
not the unclean thing.

-

Infants in the Church.

TueRre are at the same time too many and too
few. We are not speaking of the blessed little
ones whose presence at the services is always to
be welcomed, provided they can be kept still
enough not to disturb the worshipers and de-
stroy the effect of the word. We refer ratherto
adults who are at the same time babes. There
are either too many or too few, according as the
word is taken in a depreciatory or appreciatory
sense.  Paul generally uses the term in the for-

mer, Jesus in the latter, meaning, The apostle
| has in mind the weakness, ignorance, and general
| immaturity of the babe, and so applied the ap-
| pellation by way of reproof and warning to
Christians having these characteristics.  The
| Saviour looks at the little ¢hild on its more lova-
[ ble side, and considering its docility, simplicity,
and trustfulness, commends it to his disciples for
| imitation,

Of the latter kind of babes we have certainly
too few in all our churches—too few of those
whose mouths are open wide for food, who are
not too big to beg for blessings, nor too prond
to take what the Lordlongs to give ; too few of
| those who trust themselves as completely to the
| care of the heavenly Father as the serene, smil-
ing infant does to its mother’s superior intelli-
gence and abounding love.  But there are far too
many who are still children in their knowledge of
the way, in their impatience under control, in
their fitfulness and caprice. It is not of much
use to bring young converts into the church when
the cradles are all full of those who have been
twenty or thirty years under training. There is
no room for additions in that ¢ nor is there
much likelihood of there being any.  More child-
likeness, but less childishness, is a erying need,

i i

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour.

—Prayer is the key of the day and lock of the
night.  We should every day begin and end, bid
ourselves good-morrow and good-night, with
prayer. This will make our labor prosperous
| and our rest sweet,— Berkeley.

—The will of the pure runs down from them
into other natures as water runs down from a
higher into a lower vessel.—Einerson,
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PRIMARY TEACHE

RS’ DEPARTMENT.

Teachers in Council.

I~ one of our city schools, where the primary
class is obliged to meet in the church proper, the
teacher found a waiting room, not in use in the
school hour, which would accommodate the chil-
dren of three and four years of age, some sixteen
in number; two kindergarten tables with low
chairs were arranged for their use.
dergarten teacher, a member of the senior depart-
ment of the school, readily consented to give the
lesson. The teacher adopted supplemental les-
sons, and pictures appropriate and interesting
were secured. When the lesson story
been told each child is given a picture to
paste on a colored card. The name of each
child is written on the back of his card, and all
will be retained by the teacher until the close of
the quarter, The cards are of.one size, though of
different colors.  On the left side of the card near
the center are two small holes ; at the end of the
quarter each child’s cards will be tied together
with baby ribbon, and the picture lesson-book,
which he has made himself, will be given him to
take home, —Sel.

Tue BisLe 1N THE CrAss.—I believe that teach-
ers do not put half the stress they should upon the
importance of the Bible,

Itis well to place upon the wall a cut of the
Bible—such can be found in the advertising pages
of those journals which offer Bibles as premiums,
1 have pinned such a cut in my primary room,
and on teaching the lesson I point to it and tell
the class that our lesson is to be found in that
book, every word of which is true.

I have found that the children will better re-
member to bring their Bibles to the classif I make
it a rule to teach the lesson from their Bibles.

In teaching the books of the Bible it is well to
have the books in sections, allowing the children
to arrange them in their proper order.

Below are the books of the New Testament in
rhyme. Ido not know the author. Thebooks of
the Old Testament need not be attempted by very
small children. They are better adapted to
scholars of the intermediate department,

has

Books oF TnE NEW TESTAMENT,
**This is the way the Gospels run :
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Then comes the Acts inviting you

A trained kin- |

The Apostolic Church to view.

The Romans and Corinthians are
To cities sent renowned afar ;
Galatians and Ephesians then,

Writ by the same inspired pen.
Philippians and Colossians stand
With Thessalonians nigh at hand.
Timothy leads to Titus on,

This brings us down to Philemon ;
The Hebrews then we gladly find,
And that of James comes close behind.,
To Peter then our thoughts we give,
With loving John we wish to live,
Pious Jude will pierce the soul,
And Revelations close the whole.”

A BisLe DriLu.—I have met a primary teacher
| who drills her class on finding passages in the
| Bible, The little folks are delighted when they
can find in the class a desired reference ina short
| time, She also has them drill along this line at
| home.

‘\ How 1o REMEMBER THE NUMBER OF BOoKs
| 1§y Tue BisLe,—I once heard a gentleman give
| this helpful bit of reckoning. In the word * old ”
are three letters, in the word * testament ™ nine,
Three placed beside nine makes thirty-nine, In
| the word **new " are three letters, in the word
“testament  nine, Three times nine are twenty-
seven. Our reckoning stands thus:
01d Testament.
New Testament....
\

Total

How e CHiLobreN MAY ideLp,.—Our Church
| has a big debt and everyone is trying to help
every way possible. Iere is what we are doing
in the primary class,

First the teacher explained to the children the
meaning of a debt and then told about the
church debt,

Then she showed a pretty bank as much like a
church as possible,

We have a sweet birthday song we sing when
one or more children have had a birthday during
the week, and now these birthday pennies go into
the pretty church bank. Then we march and
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drop our regular pennies into the little tin
basin dressed with dainty ruffles and ribbons—
we like to hear the pennies drop in the basin,
And then, last of all, as many children as have
brought two pennies come forward and drop the
extra penny into the church bank.

Sometimes we let the children tell how each
one earned this extra debt penny. Last Sunday, a
rainy day, seventeen pennies went into the
church bank. If only one penny is brought, it
always goes into thie pretty basin. Then we have
found out just what it costs to carry this primary
class through the year—graduating class and all,
and the cost for each Sunday. 8o whatever is in
the basin above the cost of the class for a week
also goes into the church bank.

Missionary Sundays we try to make the basin
offering as large as possible, and give it all,

By these plans we expect to raise the $20 ap-
portioned our primary class for this year toward
the debt fund. 0. C. T,

Thanksgiving Day.

Rev. E. A, Ranp wisely and pertinently says :
“‘There is nothing finer in this world than to
have one heart feel for another heart, to send its
voice of sympathy across a waste of sorrow, sick-
ness, temptation, hands of help and feet of re-
lief accompanying the voice. Sympathy ; it had
its highest expression in the ministry of Jesus,
Itis a great want of the world to-day, and the
followers of Christ should meet it. It is painful
to go into the streets of any town of size—and
the country sometimes startles us—and as we
look around we see frost-nipped cheeks and
shrunken limbs and scanty clothing, It is a
great thing to arouse in children’s hearts a
tender commiseration for the sufferings of
humankind. The feeling is there, but it needs to
be aroused and then directed. There is a hig
quantity of motive power in c¢hild nature, but it
is a power that must be developed and then
trained. A teacher thus developing and direct-
ing can do grand missionary work, helped by
the warm hearts, and ready hands, and willing
feet of the primary department. Let us enter
upon this work with enthusiasm. Train the
little folks to have great sympathy for anyone
sick, maimed, poor, decrepit. Tell them in
what way they may not only be sympathetic, but
positively helpful, at home and wherever they
go. Across such a work will fall the shadow of
the approving presence of One whose name is
Love, whose work is the healing of the nations,”

Primary teachers should avail themselves of
the Thanksgiving season to impress little hearts

with the joy and privilege of “helping.” If
the class can furnish one Thanksgiving dinner
through the individual service or sacrifice of the
children, how much sweeter will be the home
feast.

Give them something to do. A * Thanksgiv-
ing Party” in the church, when each child
brings a toy or an article of clothing to send to
some home or hospital, is a good thing. In
some way make the season to minister to your
flock in the grace of thankful giving.

Signal Lights,
BY JULIA 11, JOHUNSTON,

Does it often occur to you, dear primary
teacher, that you belong to a great company ?
Have you ““a realizitg sense” of it, and does
your heart thrill with the privilege of this
fellowship? Well and good. Surely it should
doso!

The work is one, though the details and condi-
tions are so different, and although the workers
differ in personality and opportunity, the obliga-
tion is the same, and all have one aim., It is a
goodly fellowship.

But the intercourse is limited. There are little
circles of acquaintances here and there 3 but the
hosts of those who are unfamiliar, each to each,
may not be numbered. How delightful it might
be if we could all come together., But we would
need to annihilate space and lengthen the days
to do it, for the distances are magnificent, and
time is pressing, and we are all so hurried, and
the hours overflow with the must-be-dones,
What then? Since we cannot meet face to face,
shall we be content to give no sign of the inter-
est and affection with which we really regard
each other? Never think it! We really care
very much for our unseen fellow-workers, be-
cause the work makes our hearts one wherever
we are.  May there not be a passing salute, then,
though we be like ships that pass in the dark ?
We may not see each other’s faces, but we may
flash a signal light that shall speak for us,
and by such interchange come nearer, heart to
heart.

The first possible signal lighi is

EXPERIENCE,

There are some experiences that are common,
no matter how circumstances may differ, and
when one who has had a long term of service and
manifold opportunities signals from this general
store an answering sign flashes in quick response
from the consciousness of all who see the light,
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But there are special experiences which may
mean much to others who have not had them,
and when these beam out in the signal flame it
may be a revelation to those who are watching.
These may be the very things needed by which to
direct an uncertain course, and their value is
great,

Have you thought much about the less highly
favored ones, you who have every advantage of
surroundings and appliances ? lave you stopped
often to estimate the numbers of those who toil
under difiiculties in obscure places, loving their
work, and longing ardently to do it well, labor-
ing, as they do, for immortals no less than oth-
ers whose scholars may present a different out-
ward appearance? liave you considered how
you might come into closer fellowship with
these ? Pass on a bit of your experience, You
must pass some of them somewhere, or at least
come in contact with those who are in touch with
them. Reach out, even at a distance ; send out
the signal light, and it will not be in vain. Look
about for the chance to share what you have
gained with some worker in a smaller school near
by, or at a distance which may be covered by the
United States mail. Iave you nothing which
you have used which you might send on to be
used again? * Let your light so shine.”

But another signal flame is

SYMPATHY,

Common experience and labor will bring com-
mon feeling. There is mutual understanding in
the very nature of things. But it must be shown,
or how shall any darkness be illuminated ¥ Why
is it that so many go their ways and give no sign
of what they really feel ? Is it not a distinet loss
to others and to themselves as well?  Consider
the experiences and needs of others, call to mind
the sacred tie that binds, listen to the appeal which
comes from those who crave sympathy, and while
you muse the fire will burn, The signal fire will
glow, and presently kindle and flash, and those
who pass will be gladdened and grateful. The
sin of soncealment may not be thought a very
heinous erime, but when actual good feeling is
covered from sight, and has never a revealing
light, making others poor by what they miss, then
is it not culpable? It is not hard to manifest
sympathy if one feels it genuinely. This, too,
may be passed on alongthe line. There is always
some one near enough to each of us to answer
the signal, and not only respond, but pass it on.
“ Let your light so shine.”

And there is another—a white light, a 1.y of
blessing, warming and illuminating. It is—0,
you know that it must be

LOVE.

There is no signal light which receives so quick
an answer as this, ‘ Love is of God,” and all
who are “ born of God " and who are engaged in

own loving work for the little ones must
surely love each other. *The children’s bread
is put into our hands * for finest breaking " and
for distribution to the little ones, *‘ whose angels
do always behold the face of the Father.” Un-
less we break it for love's dear sake, how shall
they be fed? If we have love enough for the
work we must do, will we not love other workers
too? Shall we not let them see it everywhere
and always, if it be by no more than a passing
salute as we sail the sea that is often tempestu-
ous and where the friendly signal light is wel-
come and precious beyond measure ?

Somehow let us show it, by spoken, written, or
printed word ; or, best of all, by prayer for all
engaged as we are. Let the light so shine that
our Father will be glorified.

The Cradle Roll.
BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS,

ONE of the latest ventures in the primary de-
partment work is the Cradle Roll. This consists
of an enrollment of the babies of the parish and
neighborhood, in case little ones come to fami-
lies who claim no church home. I have never
yet heard of parents who refused to have their
little ones thus made members of the school. In
fact, they are pleased that so much notice is taken
of the wee newcomers, for what father or mother
does not, even from the birth of a child, begin to
desire for it an upright career? Not long ago a
father, who was not a churchgoing man him-
self, said in regard to his baby boy, “ 0, I want
him to begin to 80 to Sunday school when he is
old enough, I want him to be a good boy.”

The teacher of the class who has a baby roll is,
of course, expected to call upon these tiny mem-
bers as surely as upon the other scholars who
attend the sessions ; also to observe their birth-
days by sending them birthday letters, cards,
flowers, or some appropriate gifts. There might
be, if desired, a special collection box for the
babies. Its contents, doubtless, would not be bur-
densome, provided a cent for each year lived be
the basis of contribution, but it would early im-
bue the future pillars of the church with the
principles of benevolence,

A pleasant feature is to have hanging to the
wall of the primary room the names of all on
the Cradle Roll, and what is even more pleasant
is to have as many pictures of the little ones as
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it is possible to obtain, placed in one large frame I
near by,

The class are exceedingly interested in their
babies and hunt up many to enter the list.
When a new one is admitted to my roll I send
it a card containing its name and these words :
“Your name has been entered upon our Cradle
Roll.  We welcome you to our Sunday school.”
....... cessssssieasess. (Name of teacher, ete.)
Occasionally I send tiny text cards to these wee
scholars. Such can be preserved in their baby
books, and are a constant reminder to the mother
of the fact that she is to bring up her little one
for God. One of the most helpful things about
this work is the interest it incites in non-church-
going parents. They have a curiosity to attend
the church that pays so much attention to their
little one, who does not yet know the difference
between right and wrong, In this connection
it might be well to hdve a Baby Day, during
which the babies with their mothers could at-
tend the class, the latter being allowed the privi-
lege of making all the noise they wished.

Of course the babies have the right of way on
Children’s Sabbath, and this is a fitting time for
those of the Baby Roll to receive any ceremony
in accordance with the doctrines of the Church.
For the children of those who believe that bap-
tism should only be administered to such as are
conscious of sin and desirous of a renewed heart
a consecration service could be held, for surely
no one would hesitate to give back to God the
little life he has so kindly given.

The Cradle Roll has its dark as well as its
bright side, for the angel of death seeks more
from the ranks of the babies than from any
other, but when he makes an inroad on the little
ones on the teacher’s list she has an excellent
opportunity of talking to the bereaved parents
of the Raviour of little children, Surely nothing
draws one so close to God as the death of one of
his babies,

Take Notice.

NoveMBER 26 15 WoORLD'S TEMPERANCE SUN-
DAY,

Tue sad facts that have come to light in con-
nection with  camps and cantecns during the
past year should arouse us to intrench our young
people against strong drink, The primary class
in the Sunday school is the place to begin.

This world movement has been indorsed by
the Methodist General Conference, the Presby-
terian General Assembly, the Congregational
Council, the International Lesson Committee,
and other important bodies,

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER.

LESSON VI. (November 5.)
NEHEMIAH'S PRAYER. Neh. 1. 1-11,
GoLpEN Te
‘ servant this day

: “Prosper, I pray thee, thy
Neh, 1, 11,

Primary Notes.

BY JULIA H, JOIINSTON,

Introductory,  Review
carcfully thelessons past,
using the rounds of a
lesson ladder named re-
spectively, Praise, Pre-
cept, Promise, and the
special  thoughts  con-
nected with them, Re-
| Joice and give thanks,
| Trust God, He will bring it to pass, Seek of Him
a right way, and They shall reap. Recall enough
of each lesson story to illustrate and emphasize
its own special teaching, as written on the review
ladder. It is line upon line, but if one line from
a lesson be written in memory it will be alasting
gain,

And now we have a lesson from the Book of
Nehemiah. The Lord gave parts of the Bible to
different men to write, and told each one what to
say. About forty persons had part in the writ-
ing, and it took sixteen hundred years to write it
all.  As there is so much to learn from God's
book, we must begin early to study it, and try to
get each Sunday’s lesson by heart, so that we will
not forget it. To-day we have a prayer lesson,
written by Nehemiah, We will write on our
ladder, under the round named Prayer, ** Hear
the prayer of thy servant.”” That is a good
prayer for us to make. Nehemiah livedin Persia,
but he was not a poor slave like some of the
Jews. He was the king's cupbearer, and handed
him the cup to drink. Yet, although he perhaps
lived in the palace, and was well off, he could
not go and come as he chose, but had to do ex-
actly as the king said.  We will find out the rea-
| son for Nehemiah's earnest prayer, as he has
written it out for us, by finding out what was

The trouble. e was not in trouble about him-
| self. e had enough to ecat, enough to wear,
| money to spend, and a good place to live, e
| had the favor of the king too, and was not in
I danger of losing his place in the palace. But his
| heart was in Jerusalem, where the temple was,
and where 50 many of his own people had gone

back to live, Some Jews that must have been
lona visit, or had found out in some other way

s
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how things were in the old city, told a sad tale in- !
deed when Nehemiah asked the news. They
told of broken walls and gates burned with fire,
of triéll and sorrow and shame suffered by the
people there. When the good Nehemiah heard
this story he sat down and wept certain days, he
was 8o sorry. Butthat would have done no good |
if he had not prayed too; solet us learn about ‘

His prayer. First of all, he confessed his sins |
and the sins of his people. There was something
wrong, he knew, in the hearts and lives of them
all, and he wanted to tell it out to God. That
was confessing. Then he asked the Lord to re-
member his own promises, that even if his people
were cast out to the farthest parts of the earth,
yet, if they turned to him in their hearts, he
would gather them home again, forgive them, and
do them good. * Now these are thy servants,”
said Nehemiah, and this was true. They belonged
to their Father in heaven, no matter how great
their trouble or their sin. Suppose a boy dis-
obeys his father, and even runs away from home,
does that change his name? As soon as he is
sorry he may come home again to be forgiven.
His father loves him still ; 8o God,"who made us, is |
our Father, and loves us, even when we are sin-
ful. This should make us confess, as Nehemiah
did. This good man prayed that the king might
be willing to let him go up to Jerusalem.

The answer, One day afterward, when he
served him, the king asked Nehemiah why he was
so sad. After praying in his heart to God, he
told the whole story, and his desire. God made |
the king willing to let him go and to give him a |
guard, and an order on the keeper of the forest |
for timber.

See on the board a broken wall and half-burnt
gates. When people stay away from churchand |

The Jord:skell comfort Zion

Sunday school, when they forget to study and to
pray, when they come only to play, when God is
forgotten, then there is a break in the wall—that |
is, in the strength of our church and sclmol.:
How can we build itup? We have something to |

do to help others. We must bring them in and
help them when here. Let this be a prayer week
after this prayer lesson. God will show us how
to build the wall, how to do our work for him
right here. Ask him every day.

Kindergarten Hints.
BY JULIA E. PECK,

GoLpeN TEXT: “ Pray to thy Father which is
in secret ; and thy Father which seeth in secret
shall reward thee openly.” Matt, 6, 6. *For
your Father knoweth what things ye have need
of, before ye ask him.” Matt. 6. 8,

HINTS ON METIIOD.

Following our lesson of last Sunday on the pe-
tition, * Lead us not into temptation,” we can
use in natural order this lesson of Nehemiah’s
prayer to teach us how to make confession of
sin, and to ask forgiveness, We can teach the
children to pray as Nehemiah prayed. First, his
thoughts are fuil of worship and praise of the
“King of heaven.” Next, he confesses sin.
Third, he prays for the people. Last, he asks

| merey and help for himself,

LESSON STORY.

Once there was a king who, sitting down to
supper, missed his cupbearer, ‘The man who
brought him wine or water in bottles made of
skins of beasts was not followed as usual by the
cupbearer, whose duty it was to taste and see
that the drink was safe for the king. Messen-
gers were sent in haste to say, * Hurry, the king
waits his supper for you.”

Nehemiah, the cupbearer, had just met his
brother and another man who had come from
home. Our map (as before suggested) shows us
where “home’ was, the long distance the men
had come, and where Nehemiah lived all his life
in the heathen court, never once seeing the home
country.

Bad news! The men told Nehemiah of ene-
mies who destroyed property and life, They
told of ruined homes, ruined people, and of sins
and disturbances, What could Nehemiah do?
Pray to the Father * which is in secret.” Nehe-
miah’s heart ached for the home people and for
the home country, He must smooth out his
face and hurry to wait on the king. Another
thing he could do: ask the king to help, and
rouse interest for his people.

First, the prayer. Nehemiah asks the Father
to bow down and listen. Assured that the
Father hears, and his thoughts full of God’s love
and goodness, Nehemiah confesses : “ I and my
people are not good. Our punishment is de-




n in and
ver week
v us how
for him

which is
in secret
B. ¢ For
ave need

n the pe-
' we can
hemiah’s
ession of
teach the
First, his
se of the
sses  sin.
. he asks

down to
nan who
made of
al by the
- and see
Messen-
the king

met his
me from
shows us
the men
11 his life
the home

1 of ene-
fe.  They
d of sins
niah do?
" Nehe-
y and for
L out his
Another
ielp, and

1e Father
that the
od’s love
I and my
it is de-

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,.

e

served because we have been so wicked. 1f we
were good, we might be stronger to resist evils | what we learned of him last week (and have now

and wrongs from enemies, stronger to defend
our country and our homes.” Nehemiah prays
a few words, asking mercy and help for himself,
then takes his life in his hand, to tell the king he
wants to go home and help,

Nehemiah was a true patriot. What is that ?
Teach that a false patriot is one who counts the
glory of war as the greatest good.

Teach by contrast: A true patriot holds the
best good of the people nearest at heart, loves
even the very soil of his country, would freely
give all he had, and give up even the chance to
seem like a hero, if by giving up he could save
and help his people,

To ask that heathen king for leave to go home
was to risk his life, Would a true patriot stop
at that? To go home was to face greater dan-
gers, Do you think the true patriot stopped at
that ?

The king, who liked Nehemiah because he was
faithful and true, noticed his sad face, and said,
* Why are you sad 2"  * Trouble at home, Our
city in ruins, homes destroyed, gates burned.”
Nehemiah answered bravely, though he confessed
afterward he was “ sore afraid.” ‘1 have been
praying,” said Nehemiah, “to the God of
heaven to help us.”

We show how God answered this prayer for
help. 8o Nehemiah came home, secretly visited
the ruins by night, and encouraged the people
by saying, *The God of heaven, he will prosper
us: therefore, we his servants will arise and
build.” After Nehemiah had prayed, he fol-
lowed up his prayer by courageous work in re-
building ruins, fighting enemies, and teaching
the people that God ruled over all.

LESSON VII. (November 12.)

REBUILDING THE WALLS OF JERU-
SALEM. Neh. 4. 7-18.

GoLveN Texrt: *“ Watch and pray.” Matt,
26, 41,

Primary Notes.
INTRODUCTORY,

I will hear what God will speak,
I will listen to his voice,
Jesus’ blessing I will seek,
In his love will I rejoice.

Do not allow such words to be sung care-
lessly, but by reverent manner and earnest word
impress that what we sing as well as what we say
should be sincere.

The very first thing that Nehemiah did after

gone over again) was to
go out and look around
the city to find out what
needed to be done. That
p is always a good way to
begin. Next, he called
the people together and
set them at work, every-
" one over against his own
house. No one need run
away off to his neighbor’s wall to find some-
thing to do, when there were broken places
just by his own door. Let us remember, too,
that we can find enough to do at home in our
own hearts, building up what is right and true,
without taking time to look at others’ faults,
which are like bro'ten walls, Each one must
build for himself. But there will be trouble, you
may depend. There is always some enemy out-
side or inside to prevent good work, if it can be
done, Nehemiah found it so. Two men espe-
cially, among the heathen there, Sanballat and
Tobiah, set themselves to make trouble. They
were very angry, and Sanballat said, * What do
these feeble Jews ? Will they do it all in a day?”
And Tobiah answered as mockingly, “If a fox
go up, he shall even break down their stone
wall.” But Nehemiah said nothing to them, He
only spoke to God about them, and the people
went on fast, for “they had a mind to work,”
and there’s nothing better than that, Yet, after
all there was
A plot against the builders, When Sanballat, and
Tobiah, and many more of the men around there
heard that in spite of everything the walls were
going up, they made up their minds to stop it.
They were not going to have that city built and
that temple used for worship. They hated the
true God and all his people, and they wanted
everything their own way, *Come,” they said
to each other, “ we'll all get together and go up
and fight those Jews, and hinder their work.”
They thought the feeble Jews would be frightened
at sight of so many, and it would be easy to
stop them, they said, * They shall not know,
neither see, till we come and kill them.” And
some that should have known better said,
“Those who have to bear burdens are too weak,
and we can’t build,” and everything seemed dis-
couraging enough ; but see
What the builders did. They prayed to God and
watched against the enemy. They did all they
could and then trusted God to take care of them,
They got their spears and swords and shields,
and kept them by them, and every one with one
hand carried something to fight with, and with
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the other kept on with the work. And the enemies
heard that God had helped them to do this, and
that the builders were going on, and at last they
found that they could do nothing against the
men who were watching and praying and work-
ing. Now, this is a precept lesson, and the rule,
the teaching, we will put down in the words of
Nehemiah, Can you not hear the brave voice
ring out, *Be not ye afraid of them.” Then he
said, ‘ Remember God.” That was enough to
make them brave. It did, and the work went on.

We will make on the board a shield, such as
was used to keep off the flying arrows and the
blows of the spear, and across an open Bible we
will make a sword. Those builders had sword and
shield, and so have we, only the Bible tells us that
our shield is faith, and the sword is the sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God. We have
broken walls to build, Whenever there is need
to put out wrong and do good, either in the
chureh, in the class, at school, anywhere outside,
or in our own hearts first of all, inside, there we
must build so that we may be strong for Jesus.
People who do not love him will try to hinder
us. Satan will hinder us, and sinful thoughts
and wishes will hinder us. But remember, * Be
not ye afraid.” God is on our side. Hold up the
shield of faith and take the sword; that means
trust God, and use his word to drive away all the
wrong. “‘Jesus says 80" is enough always. If
anyone says, * You can’t do anything—you can’t
be good, or do good,” answer, “Jesus will help
me. lHe says so.”” Watch always. Pray al-
ways: and keep your shield and sword with
you all the time, as those men upon the wall held
a sword while they worked.

Kindergarten Hints,
GorpeN Text: “Watch ye, stand fast in the

faith, quit you like men, be strong.” 1 Cor.
16, 13,
IHINTS ON METHOD.,
After a lesson on prayer it is fitting that we

should teach next in order a lesson on faithful

service. By showing to-day the varied duties of
the workmen engaged in rebuilding the walls
we can teach of valor and faithfulness in holding
persistently to the appointed task in spite of
what might seem reasonable excuses to give up
and go away. We show, too, that ‘““they also
serve who only stand and wait.,”  We can hold to
this topic for several weeks to come, because we
may use Lesson VIIIto teach that ‘‘ ears must
be attentive to the word,” as an important part
of faithful service, With Lesson IX we may use
“On Guard” as our title, showing how each
may build a wall around himself, strengthening
weak places, and standing guard lest the enemy
come in and take possession of the citadel of the
body.
LESSON STORY.

Suppose, in imagination, we take a walk into
the country. When we get out of the city streets
what do we find? The children who have been
on excursions describe the fields and woods
which surround our city.

Leading from the near to the remote, we teach
that in Bible times people could get to the coun-
try only by passing through gatcs in a wall so
high that nobody could climb over it, and its
gates were often guarded by soldiers.

Here are pictures of different parts of the wall
built around Jerusalem ; and here is a picture of
oneof the great gates, All the gates were named.
Here is one called ““ Sheep Gate,” for this is the
way to lead the flocks to pasture. Jesus Christ
saw this wall when he was here, and many times
must have walked in and out of these gates, fol-
lowed by people who needed his healing touch,
and would wander far into the country to hear
him speak.

Let us, in imagination, take a walk around the
outside of this wall in a time hundreds of years
before Jesus came,  We find ourselves stumbling
over great stones and heaps of ruins, for we have
chosen to go at night, and the wall is all broken
down. People and their flocks are exposed to
many perils when the walls are down. While we
arelooking at the ruins we meet some one who
has come to protect them. We have met him be-
fore.

If this protecter carries a torch, we notice that
its light is hidden. e tells no one his plan.
Followed by a few trusted servants, he must ex-
plore secretly or the enemy will destroy all their
work.

After describing Nehemiah's secret investiga-
tions, and in our imaginary walk having com-
pleted the tour around the wall, we let the chil-
dren suggest what they think Nehemiah will do
about thig. Then we get in our application by
showing that the workmen’s faithful service in
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whatever Nehemiah gives them to do will save
the city and protect the homes of the people.

Let a good deal of suggestion come from the
children as to the necessity for division of labor.
Here is & man with a trumpet. What must he
do? He must stand close beside Nehemiah to
give the alarm, “ The enemy is upon us.” Why
not all have trumpets ? Here are spies and sen-
tinels. Their share in the work is ——. Here
are men carrying tools and keeping swords at
hand. There are men in the rear of the ruins
who do nothing but watch and wait, fully armed.
Why do they not work? All have to be ready
to work or watch night or day. All must take
turns in going to sleep.

Nehemiah is faithfully served by those who
work, those who watch, and those who only
stand and wait. We show how much Nehemiah
needs this faithful service by speaking of treach-
ery within the walls, and the jeers of the enemy
outside. More than one call comes to Nehemiah
to leave the work for a time and attend to what
seems like very important business. Nehemiah
is sure only of one thing, and that is the Lord
has given him this rebuilding work to direct,
and important business must wait till the walls
are finished.

How do you think Nehemiah felt when these
seemingly important business calls turned out
to be frauds and tricks planned by the enemy to
move him from his post, and when he saw the
walls daily growing wider and stronger ?

Let the children suggest that when we are set
to work or to watch or to wait it is easy to see
good reasons why we might be needed some-
where else, Let the suggestion come from the
class that the man who refuses to leave his God-
given task, whatever comes, is by far the strong-
est on the ficld. We leave Eph. 6, 13 as watch-
words with the class.

LESSON VIII. (November 19.)
PUBLIC READING OF THE SCRIP-
TURES. Neh. 8. 1-12.

GoLpeN Texrt, “The ears of all the people
were attentive unto the book of the law.” Neh.

8. 3.
Primary Notes,

Iutroductory,  After re-
view, drill on title and
Giolden Text, Hold up a
Bible. What is this book ?
The word of God. Some-

tures. That means writ-
ings, Writings would he
useless unless read or
heard. This i3 a precept lesson, and the teaching

times we call it the Serip- |

is, *“ Hear the word of the Lord.” [Write on lad-
der.] We are to learn to-day about a great
meeting outdoors to read and hear the word of
God. But the chance for this peaceful meeting
did not come without more trouble. Nehemiah’s
enemies could not let him alone, and tried five
times to get him to leave his work and talk with
them, or to hide himself for fear of them, but he
said, “I am doing a great work, and cannot
come down.” 8o he refused to talk with them,
and when they tried to frighten him he trusted
God the more and worked the harder. In fifty-
two days the wall was finished. When the ene-
mies and heathen all about heard this they ** were
much cast down in their own eyes: for they per-
ceived that this work was wrought of our God.”

You see, the best way to keep out of trouble
with those who want to frighten us and make us
do wrong is to be so busy with the work our
Father wants us to do that we won’t have time
to talk with those who wish to tempt us and
hurt us.

80 now we come to the great Bible reading.

Ezra rvead, The good priest was a scribe, or
writer and copyist too, as well as a priest. He
stood on a pulpit of wood, which had been made
on purpose, and many good men stood on each
side of him. The people were all gathered in a
street by one of the gates of the city, and there,
when they earnestly asked it, Ezra, whose name
means “ help,” brought out the law of God. It
was not all that we have now. Only part of the
Bible had been written then, but they had all of
the law that Moses wrote in the first five books
of the Bible. 8o Ezra stood up in the sight of
all the people, for he was above them all on this
pulpit of wood, and opened the holy book, and
all the people stood up. When he blessed the
great God they all said “ Amen, amen,” and
lifted up their hands and bowed their heads to
show how they worshiped God. There were wise
men, too, who helped the people to understand
what was read. Everything was read so that it
could be heard and understood, no mumbling
of words and skipping over hard places. It was
the best sort of reading.

The people listened  attentively. It was God's
word to them, They wanted to know what God
the Lord would speak. How counld they hear
| without listening? And the true way to listen
|is with attention—that is, with an earnest wish
| to hear, letting nothing call away the mind, not
| allowing other things to come in.

“Ned,” called mamma, and Ned heard, for he
said, “ Yes, mamma,” and went on pasting his
| kite. Mamma talked on, giving him an errand to
! do: but though Ned heard her voice, he did not
l payattention,and when she stopped knew nothing

8
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about mamma’s wishes, We must pay attention
to God's word whenever we hear it.

The people were obedient.  'When they found that
it was their duty to help each other, and send
good things to those who had nothing, they
obeyed. Hear and do is a good rule. How will
anyone know you have heard if you do nothing ?
*I've told you how, now do the work,"” said
mamma to Nell ; * try it, and you will learn how."
So it is.

The people were glad. At first, when they found
from hearing the law how they had broken it,
they mourned and wept. You find out how
crooked your line is by measuring by a straight
rule ; 8o, from hearing God's word, these people
found out how sinful and far away they were.
But Nehemiah told them not to be sorry. It was
God’s day, and he was good. They must be glad
in him. * The joy of the Lord is your strength,”
he said. When we are sorry we are weak. When
we are joyful we feel strong and able to do much.
“I'm glad, and joyful, and happy,” wrote a little
eight-year-old Indian girl who had learned of
Jesus in a mission school. Love Jesus, trust
him, be glad, and you will be strong.

Kindergarten Hints.

GoLpeN TexTt: * The grass withereth, the
flower fadeth, but the word of our God shall
stand forever.”” Isa. 40, 8. “ Ie that is of God
heareth God’s words.” John §, 47,

LESSON STORY.

It was decided that the first public gathering
after the walls were rebuilt should be for the
reading of the Bible. This gathering would
have to be something like our camp meetings,
where we live in tents and go to church out of
doors,

After reviewing the lesson on rebuilding the
walls of Jerusalem : People had been careless

about going to church, and careless about cele-
brating a certain feast which they used to hold,
| something as we do at harvest time. We can
hardly imagine how anyone could forget thanks-
| giving time, but when we recall the trouble they
| had with their heathen neighbors, and the years
| they spent in a heathen land, and the rebuilding
| of their walls against such odds, we think it not
| so strange. Now that they could settle down to
| regular work at home, they began to think of
| the Bible, and that they must celebrate God's
| goodness to them in giving them a home in a
i walled city. It was part of Nehemiah’s mission
| to tell these people that if they had remembered

God’s word in stormy times, and not waited till
| all was safe and quict, they would have been
| spared great troubles.

The children remember the name ** Ezra,” and
recall something of our lessons about him. Ezra
was to read the Bible at this out-of-door gather-
ing. Early in the morning came the people
bringing all their children, and ranging them-
selves before the wooden platform on which
Ezra was to read the Bible. Their Bible was
like this. [Show model of *Book and Roll,”
Milton Bradley Co., 8pringfield, Mass. Price, 10
cents.] The chapter chosen was that giving
God’s command spoken to their fathers from a
mountain. The people listened to the reading
and explanation with uncovered heads. The
lesson showed them how much they had for-
| gotten and neglected God’s word, and they be-
gan to feel badly, and to confess their wrong.

Ezra told them to **stop ! *“It is a day,” said
| Ezra, * for giving thanks and praise to God, and
L for remembering the poor.”

This holiday was called * the feast of trumpet
blowing,” and must be kept holy like the Sab-
bath, but they must be sure to leave gleanings
of their harvests in the fields for the poor
and for strangers among them, as God com-
manded. :

The next day the Bible reading reminded the
people how their fathers, on this very day, used
to hold a feast which we would think something
like our camp meeting. They decided to keep it
now exactly as had been their habit before sol-
diers carried them into a heathen country. Let
us follow them, in thought, and see how they
celebrate,

They go up on the hills exactly as did their
fathers in times almost forgotten, and they
gather great branches of olive, and palms like
giant ferns, Bringing these branches to the city,
they build tents and bowers with them, setting
up some in the field outside the new wall, others
are put up in the narrow city streets, and some
are built on the house tops, [Show model of
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““ House,” Milton Bradley & Co. Price, 50 cents.]
In these tents they sleep at night, during their
celebration, and go early in the morning to
hear the Bible reading.

We tell of the day set apart for the dedication
of the walls, explaining the word *‘ dedication.”
They were to march in procession on top of
these walls, which were large enough to hold an
army. We describe the procession as making
its circuit in two divisions, marching in opposite
directions. Nehemiah leads one division, Ezra
the other, each division followed by a choir sing-
ing glorious songs of praise to God, who gave
them strength and courage to build these walls
for the safety of home and children. When the
two divisions met before the church all joined
the choir in ginging hymns of praise and thanks-
giving,

Their Bible, strange as it may seem, had not
been lost in all the years spent among the
heathen, though it had been neglected and for-
gotten, God the Father was watching over his
own, and would speak to them again and again
through his prophets, and through his word.

God the Father would lead them through
sorrow and stormy times to the safe haven of
home—a home where our Saviour would come
as soor as it should be ready for the King of
heaven,

LESSON IX. (November 26.)

WOES OF INTEMPERANCE. Prov. 23.
20-35.

GorpeN Text: “ Wine is a mocker, strong

drink is raging : and whosoever is deceived there-
by is not wise.,”” Prov, 20. 1.

Primary Notes,

Introductory. Who was
the wisest man? Solo-
mon; yes. He knew a
great deal? He spoke
three thousand proverbs,
or wise sayings., We
have a few verses from
this Book of Proverbs to-
day for our lesson. Solo-
mon got some of his wisdom in a very sad way.
He tried some things that were wrong and found
out that they were bad. He wanted to keep oth-
ers from taking the wrong road, to find out for
ther-selves where it led, and so he wrote these
teacnings, or precepts, and to-day we have a pre-
cept lesson from Solomon’s book. The lesson is
about wine, and we will write on our ladder the
precept, * Touch not, taste not, look not.,” If

you keep so far away from what will hurt you
that you can neither touch, taste, nor see it, you
will be safe, wont you? Now, in the very begin-
ning we have

Six questions. ' We will make on the blackboard
six question marks or interrogation points. The
first one stands for * Who hath woe?” Woe is
great trouble and distress. Generally there is
some reason for it that can be found out. If it
comes because one has done wrong, it is very
necessary to know how it came about. The sec-
ond question is, ‘““ Who hath sorrow?” Even
little children know what sorrow is, and how the
heart is grieved and sorry when it comes. Then,
“Who hath contentions?” That means quar-
rels and fizhts. You may know that men some-
times do fight and abuse each other. It is a very
sad and dreadful thing, Solomon asks sadly
about them and why they fight. But he keeps
on and asks a fourth question, * Who hath bab-
ling #” That means foolish, silly, useless, and
hateful talk. One that babbles is quite sure to
make trouble. And yet again the question
comes, **Who hath wounds without cause?”
It is surely bad enough to be hurt when there is
some good reason for it, as when a soldier goes
into battle for his flag and his country and a shot
from the enemy’s gun strikes him. But to be
wounded for no good cause—O what a pity !
*Who is the man ?” asks Solomon. And once
more, * Who hath redness of eyes?” That is
something surely that no one wants,

The auswer. There is one answer to these six
questions, O, remember it always! Iere is the
reason for all the woe, sorrow, wounds, and such
distressing things. Who are they that have
them?  *“They that tarry long at the wine.”
Those who drink anything that can intoxicate,
anything that has alcohol in it: those are the
ones that have all this deep trouble. Solomon
tells us not even to look at the wine, for, though
at first it may seem to be harmless and pleasant,
at last it *“ biteth like a serpent and stingeth like
an adder.” Both these are among the most poi-
sonous things that crawl. Strong drink is like
these,

We will make a serpent coiled, or curled up
ready to spring. We will put it right among the
interrogation marks, for this dreadful serpent of
strong drink, this serpent alcohol, is the one that
makes this grief and trouble, Not all trouble
comes from drink, for there are Gther reasons for
it sometimes : but let anyone drink and stay too
long at the wine, and he is perfectly sure to have
these woes and wounds, He may get hurt in
some drunken fight, when there was no need of
his being hurt at all.

How to escape, A man once went to another

pred




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

and warned him of a great danger, but he did
not tell him any way of escape. What good did
it do? Solomon, who wrote as God told him,
did not leave the matter in this way after telling
of the woes of intemperance. He told what
would harm and how to escape it. *‘Don’t look
at it,”” he says, and you will be safe. Touch
it not, taste it not, see it not, and the ser-
pent cannot bite. This is the only way to be
sure.

A man once kept a little creature and fed the
pet with the food that was good for it. By and
by he gave it a taste of something hurtful, but
the creature liked it so well he kept on just to
please it, Asthe creature took more and more,
it wanted more, and kept growing larger and
stronger all the time, and more fierce, till at last
the man could do nothing with it. Call the
creature appetite, the desire or wish to eat or
drink, and remember that if you feed it alcohol, it
will want more and more and grow stronger and
stronger till you can do nothing with it. Then

it will mock you when you try to keep it where
it ought to be. O be careful of the beginnings !

Kindergarten Hints,

GoLpEN TeEXxT: “ While the earth remaineth,

seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and
summer and winter, and day and night shall not
cease.” Gen, 8, 22, “ But the fruit of the Spirit
islove, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, |
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” Gal.
5, 22, 23,

HINTS ON METHOD, |

In the kindergarten department we always plan
some special exercise for Thanksgiving Sunday.
As it comes on the date of our temperance les-
son, we can make of it a harvest festival, teaching
the right uses of God’s gifts, Our room is deco-
rated with sheaves of wheat and a showing of
fruit and grain. The children march while sing-
ing a harvest song, the leaders decorated with

| for him, for his use.

and choose.

sprays of wheat or oats. After a talk about
harvest blessings, and the memorizing of our
Golden Text from Genesis, our opening prayer
asks the Father to make us worthy of these his
gifts, to make our bodies strong enough to enjoy
them, and our souls generous enough to find
ways of sharing them, With the promise that
each child shall have fruit to take home we be-
gin to talk of Thanksgiving time. The lesson
would be more concrete if we were not obliged
to combine it with our regular temperance in-
struction. Teachers who must hold to the tem-
perance topic may make a combination lesson, us
suggested in the opening paragraph.

LESSON DEVELOPED.

The children are somewhat restless and un-
manageable, because their heads are full of the
coming joys of feasting and family reunions. An
outlet for their restlessness will be to let them
talk of their hopes and plans for their holiday,
and then we get in a sharp contrast by telling
them of slum children, who will have little more
than a crust for their feast day. If we rouse the
sympathy of the class by presenting facts about
these neglected children, we must not waste or
scatter this emotion of pity, but give it a direct
and practical outlet by making plans to feed
these hungry children. Having previously put
ourselves in communication with a city mis-
sionary, we can give the class opportunity
to make a thanksgiving day for at least one
child.

When we have set forth our plan and engaged
the help and interest of our children we offer a
simple petition: ** Father, give us this day our
daily bread, and show us where and how to share
thy gifts with our hungry and cold little brothers
and sisters,”

The children are noticing our harvest decor-
tions and clumorh\u for the fruit. Where did it
come from? Who made it grow? We talk of
the food (nourishment) of the trees and vines.
Who feeds the trees, vines, and growing
grain? Who made your body ? To whom does it
belong ?

Were you ever given any kind of a treasure to
hold in trust, to guard and keep for a little
while? God gives us our bodies to hold in trust
The plants must eat the
They cannot move abont
God asks us to think and choose
wisely that which shall make our bodies strong
and keep our souls pure,

The children are instructed in what are called
‘“health talks” in their secular kindergartens,
and are able to take part in a discussion of those
things which “hurt,” and those things which

food they find at hand,
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strengthen, We speak of those things whlch}
“hurt ” as enemies, though sometimes appear- |
ing like friends. God has forbidden us to allow

enemies to enter the temple of the body.

To draw on preceding lessons for figurative |
illustration : Go back to the account of the re- |
building of the walls of Jerusalem. Inside the
walls was ‘“home,” the most precious thing in
all the world. Outside the walls, breaking them
down, entering and spoiling * home,” were ene-
mies. The men must build up walls of defense,
and must also stand guard to fight the enemy. |
Each man building his own section of wall, makes
it strong as possible.  What is he to do when he
sees the enemy creep up to his neighbor’s sec-
tion?

Those hungry children whom we plan to feed
have had, many of them, the walls of home
broken down by a terrible enemy. Even the
youngest child here knows its name.

When we are enjoying our Thanksgiving feast
let us remember that we are building strong walls
of defense with this food God has given us. Let
usthank him that we have been allowed to help
a neighbor build, and let us ask to be made strong
and ready to take part in driving out the enemy
that hurts body and soul,

Whisper Songs for November.

SIXTH LESSON,

The heavenly Father bends above
The little children of his love.

He sees them when they kneel to pray
He hears the tender words they say.

SEVENTH LESSON,

The heavenly Father stands beside
Each child from morn till eventide,
His loving and defending arm
Shall keep them night und day from harm.

EIGHTH LESSON,

The heavenly Father is so near
That every little child may hear
His voice within his holy word,
And learn to know and love the Lord.

NINTH LESSON,

we

May take meat and Mgink from Thee.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Fourth Quarter,

Teacher, Why do we come to Sunday school ?
Class. To learn about God.

7. What book teaches about him ?

C. The Holy Bible.

T. The Lordis in his holy temple : let all the

C.
44
C.

7.

~

SINGING.
Safely through another week,

All. O come, let us worshlr and bow down ; let ’
i« f

Serve the Lord with gladness: come before
The Lord our God be withus: , . ., let him

That we may incline our hearts unto him, to

Be thankful unto him, and bless his name,
. For this GGod is our God for ever and ever,

Let us now a blessing seek, tte |

Day of all th
Emblem of eternal rest.
What is it to pray ¥ i
To speak to God. it !
. Why should we speak to God ? |
" Because he is our Father, and he wants us it

earth keep silence before him,

his presence with singing.

not leave us, nor forsake us.

walk in all his ways, and to keep his com-

mandments,

he will be our guide even unto death,

God has brought us on our way ;

Waiting in thy courts to-day : (]
» week the best, by B

to tell him all our pleasures and all that
grieves us.

us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

7. We bring our offering to-day to Jesus. i

(. Because he gives us all things, and we should

BIRTHDAY EXERCISE. ]
Birtupay SoNG.—Tune, “ Precious Jewels,” i

Chorus :

MorioN EXERCISE,
LessoN TAvGnr,
EcHO PRAYER.
CLOSING.

“ As we raise our hands toward the sky above
We remember God’s banner o’er us is love.

And we bow our heads again in prayer,
Giving ourselves to his loving care.

May the lesson learned in our hearts sink deep.
May the Lord between us aloving watch keep.

May we show this wish in our work and play,

That we've learned of Jesus on this holy day. }
We pray thee to take each little hand, * )
And lead us all to the better land. Amen.

Sing (while offering is taken) *‘ Hear the

Why should we give to him ? '

love to give what we can to him,

pennies dropping.”

We praise thee, we praise thee,
Our dear heavenly Father,

For birthdays, for all days, i
The gifts of thy love. e )

Teach us how to spend them,
Begin them and end them, s
Thy blessing attend them, !
Dear Lord from above.
We love thee, we love thee,
Our dear heavenly Father,
We lift up our voices
Together in song, Cho.

( Touch finger tips over the head.)

(Fold hands in lap and bow the head.)
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Home Depaftment.—How to
Organizg a County.

The Home partment work was
first started in Cdaticook some five years
ago. At a meetifig of the Sunday-school
workers, repres@nting three Sunday-

schools, a committee was appointed to
canvass the village to secure names of
those not attendjng Sunday-school and
would take ho study of the lessons.
Having complete@ the canvass, a super-
intendent was Jppointed from each

school, the nam@s secured, distributed
according to tBeir expressed choice.
The result was gbout 100 taking home

study. The work thus begun was con-
tinued with abo# the same number of
members, they eing visited by the
superintendents ahd assistants and sup-

phed with lesso
study and contriButions gathered.

Two years agol the executive of our
County Associatign decided to make a
county canvass. § A Christian worker
was employed, umider the direction of a
committee appointed by the executive.
The course pursged was to visit each
school, call a meéeting of the workers,
explain the natufe and object of the
work, secure if jpossible the appoint-
ment of a superintendent and assistants,
and spend at least one half day with
each in canvasfing in their district,
usually spending Jabout two days in
connection with efich school, and leav-
ing them to compl§te the work and con-
tinue to visit th@ members quarterly
and supply them wWith helps, gather re-
ports and their frge contributions, giv-
ing them such helf and encouragement
as suited to their Heeds.

In this canvass of about eleven weeks

helps, and report of

500 members. The
raised by private
‘before the work was

cost was' about $94
subscription, mostly
begun,

Last year the work was repeated. A
lady was employed %o revisit those or-
ganized, encourage ahd assist the super-
intendents in their fwork, revive some
which had dropped fthe work, and or-
ganize new Home Departments. The
time occupied in thi§ canvass, not quite
two months; results,{ resuscitating eight
Departments, whichf had ceased the
work, and gaining B80 new members;
the expense of this camvass, about $70.

We have now in the cognty 35 Home
Departments, organized with member-
ship of about 700. There are in the
county 50 Sunday-schoolg, about 2,500
membership, besides Home Department
members. Ten of tl;é schools are
Episcopal, which do not affiliate with us
in Home Department ¢ work, While
some superintendents h&ve not had the
success they could desi¥e, and some be-
came discouraged and pped the work,
yet there are many pufsuing the work
with earnest zeal and nd success, and
great good is resulting from this depart-
ment of Sunday-school work.

In our own town th& work begun five
years ago has continued to grow in in-
terest and usefulness.’ Bible study is
taken up in many hdmes where before
it was neglected. he visits of the
Christian ladies who distribute the helps
and literature carry ';blessing to many
homes and hearts, and the visitor in
carrying light and sunshine and sym-
pathy to those shuf in, receives rich
blessing herself. 3

A school of about &0 has a Home De-
partment with 50 members, all of whom
she visited personally once or more dur-
ing the summer, and  all are supplied re-
gularly with Quarteglys.

One Sunday-schgol of about 100
scholars had a Home Department with
256 members in theffall of 1896, and 48
in the fall of 18975 has now 80 mem-
bers, and great inferest is manifest in
the lesson study. }

In starting this Avork, no doubt bet-
ter results would Be attained if a can-
vasser were emplpyed to canvass the
entire county or district for which she
is employed, assisfed by those who are
appointed by théF schools as superin-
tendents of the w@rk, as sometimes the
canvass is not
charge of the cla§s
while a general ci
any church or
Christian worke:
may take up the
blessing in the

junday-school, or any
¢ in church or school
work and make it a

workers in the
homes are negl
Word of God,

jhurch or school. Many
ting the study of the

give.

Too many pe
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bple are electric lights in
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" order, and may be described as
more autobiographical material than
t his own birthplace, and though the
he author’s own life, the whole atmos-
boy.
d suffering, and all the human comedy of
y countryside passes before the reader—
1s, the lairds, farmers, cottiers, with their
true in spirit to the country life of thirty
erhaps, never expressed himself so completely

“ IT KENNEDY ” is a story of *‘The Lilac Sunbox
Mr. Crockett’s ““ David Copperfield.” It contai
any previous work of his. The scene is laid ak

events are not, of course, to be identified with those of

phere, religious and moral, is that which he breathed X

The story contains at once a tragic drama of love,

a Scottish countryside. The whole life of the Gall

the farm ingles, the smithy fires, the church, the s

humours, sorrows and peculiarities. The story is

years ago as he could make it. Mr. Crockett has,
as in ** Kit Kennedy.”

By RIEFHARD WHITEING

ZeA
PAPER, 50 CENIS. & & & CLOTH, $1.00.

LG
“ R. WHITEING wrote
for an hour’s casual i
and study of his life,
ever heen impressed by the g
millionaire and pauper. No
itself. The patient misery
Park, and on the surface al
talk with them individual
anxiety to discover how t;
from, a third is borne do
decent clothes, and so o
by, with their overwhel
distribution of things
MeKenzie, in ** The P

ha Elu'lmsc, for to him the social problem is not the matter
iiry, but something to which he has devoted the best thought
“ The social problem always attracted me,” he told me: ‘T have
t contrasts life affords, the vast gulf between peer and peasant,
ere do we see this contrast so violently prescnted as in London
the people took hold of me. You see the shouting crowd in Hyde
eems bright and happy. But take the men who form the crowd,
find out their affairs, and what do you learn? One is in a fever of
ay his rent, another does not know where his next meal will come
1 by the burden of supporting sick ones in his home, the next has no
all through. Compare them with the people living in the houses just
ing riches, their over-abundance of the things of this life. In short, the
s been unequal.’”—“A Chat with Mr. Richard Whiteing,” by Pred. A.
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SECOND EDITION
A POPULAR STORY

MRS. McALISTER has reason to be
gratified at the popular reception given
her story, 4

)
the first edition of wiiieh is already well taken
up. These are ¥
SOME OF THE COMPLIMENTS
paid it by the critics xj{

* Witty and (:le\‘d.t‘.”—Tarunfo Mail and
Empire. ! X

“From first to st most fascinating.”—
Brantford Courier.

“ A forceful pen, a iery captivating style.”—
Brantford Expositor.

¢

* Bright, original, :’witty: v vv .. decided
literary merit.”'—Galé Reformer.

*One of the best (Janadian stories that has
been lately published”—Montreal Star.

“A  handsome, Wholesome, temperance
book.”"—Chicago Christian Endeavour World.

“We commend ta our young people this
new, bright, strong story by a Canadian lady.”
—Epworth Era.

“It is a human $tory—a natural, whole-
some picture of the everyday life of people
whom we seem to kmow. 1 like it much.”—
Jean Blewett,

et

These are a few of the many encomiums
paid this most interesting story, which Dr.
Withrow declares ““a tremendous indictment
of the liquor traftfic, and sets forth the mission
and power of woman to ennoble and Dbless
society.”

Paper, 40c.; cloth, 60c., postpaid.

ANADA has taken her place among the
nations, and her people should instruct
themselves in all the principles which

form the basis of geod citizenship. Good
conduct in the individgal means good conduct
in the nation. A mgst useful work for this
purpose, just publish[ﬂl, is

Ganadian
Citizenship

By JOHN MILLAR, B.A.,

Deputy Minister §f Education for Ontario.
(LY

Among the toples treated of are: The
government of self, the family, the school ; the
rights and daties 0f citizens ; the nature and
forms of government ; patriotism ; the govern-
ment of the Empipe, the Dominion and the
Provinces ; icipgal government ; educational
institutions ; the judicial system ; taxation ;
wealth ; political grties ; and twentieth cen-
tury problems.

Price, 6“ cents, postpaid.

“It explains the things about government
that young peoplejwant to know, from provin-
cial elections to fiat money and grand jury . . .
an excellent bookffor all young Canadians to
study.”—Montreaf Witness,

““A book whidh should be in the hands of
every voter . . . Most citizens will find their
minds stimulate§ and their information in-
creased.”—Canadjan Magazine.

*¢ Mr. Millar is gendering important service to
Canadian teacher and scholars by his excellent
books on educgbional topics. ~ The present
volume is charagterized by the same accurate
scholarship, pragdtical treatment and grace of
style as his forfer works.”— Methodist Maga-
zine and Review,
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SELF AND SEX SERIES

The following publica

of the leading workers inftihc cause of Social Purity.
i

A

The Cigarette and the Youth{j by k. A. Kix.
Price, 2¢. P4

Sir George Williams, founder of
Paul's Churchyard, London, Er
2 h your efforts to o
evil, wish every success, an
1o ‘The Cigarette and the Yout

. A, St,
and, says: 1
pbat this growing
wide circulation,

Baby's Firsts. By Mary W

CONTENTS—Tells What
First Dress—First Bed—First
First Year—First Work—First
Who Must Travel — The Bab
Home — **The Ownership of
Children, Price, 25¢.

ALLEN, M.D,

First Bath

ood—First Tooth—
ucation—The Baby
Who Must Stay at
¢ Child” —Nervous

Almost a Man. By Mag¥ Woon-AuLeN, M.D.
Pri

ce, 25C.

A frank talk to a boy wi
and the good it did him, A
hoy will read it and be the

was *‘ Almost a Man,”
is in story form, every
ter forit,

a Woman. By §any Woop-AuLes, M.D.
Price, 25¢,

nts in attractiv
y the girl. Mot
they have been wanting t
«aughters,

“The good it will do: its help to mothers and

teachers is incalculabl God prosper the woman
whom he inspired to wrﬁit, and help all who read it

rm the pure instruction
will find this just what
ut into the hands of their

to scatter its truth-ses broadeast,"—The Pacific
Ensign. P’

‘Child Confidence ReWarded. By Maky Woon-
ALLEN, M.D.  Pricg 10¢.

*“ Unique and valuab
“It is worth its
mother, telling her exg
and how to present
Ladies’ Home Jouri

" —Frances E. Willard.
ght in gold to the puzzled
tly what she needs to know,
e truth to her children.”

Tae Marvels of lzur Bodily Dwelling. By
MARY Woon-ALuliN, M.D. Price, $1.10,

‘It is quite refresfling to find a work on one of the
most important bradches of knowledge, which pre-
sents the leading #nd fundamental features in a
simple, clear, compgehensive manner, free from tech-
nicalities. This is #ssentially a great merit in a new
work on |-h\ui<)lug2\mdcr the form of an allegory by

Mary Wood-Allen, d.D. This excellent work ought
to be read not onlgy but studied, by every one in and
a

&)ns of the Wood-Allen Publishing Compan:
found favor in the Uniteti‘f»States, where they have received the end

out of our schools, who is interested in p
integrity of our bodily and mental fune
E. Seymour, Professor of History, High
Louis, Mo,

rving the
Geo,
chool, St,

Teaching Truth. By Mary Woon-glues, M.D,

Price, 25¢, S
** Dear Doctor,—Please send me sonfgore copies
of your unique and valnable little bo I cannot

keep a copy over night. It would be evangel to
every youny person in whose hand it might be placed.
I would also invite the Public SchoglsTeachers to
examine this rare little hank."klv'nmﬁ'a E, Willard,

What a Young Husband Ought 30 Know. By
SyLvasus Stau, DD, Cloth, ).

The author has treated the most dglfeate and sacred
subjects with that same ennobli force which
characterizes the preceding books $of the series, ad-
dressed to boys and to young memyand which won
for these books unsolicited and h commendation
he Young Men's
i Michigan,
erence at
Northfield, Massachusetts. It ogght to be read by
every person of mature years, ether married or
unmarried, both men and wome;

What a Young Boy Ought # Know. By Rev.
SYLVANUS STALL, D.D. ~ Prige, net, $1.

From Theodore L, Cuyler, Ih.-k: ¢ *Your admirable
little hook ought to be in everg"home where there is
aboy. You deserve the lhné&u of every parent in
the land,” ”

What a Young Girl Ough to Know. By Maky
Woon-ALL MLD., and"Rev. SYLVANUS STALL,

net, $1.00..
1t is a mother’s talk to n‘&uuuu irl, loving, rever-
ent, and sweet, leading hep’to reverence herself and
arousing in her aspirationy toward all that is noble
and good, Y

What a Young Man ht to Know. By Rev,
SYLVANUS StalL, DD Price, net, $1.00,
From Francis E. Clagk, D.D.: 1 regard Mr.
Stall's new book as of exgeeding value to every youth
ust entering upon mankpod, It is written reverently
ut very plainly, and I Believe will save a multitude
of young men from evis unspeakable, 1 shall give it
to my own son, and cafmend it to other young men
as I have an opportunity.”

What a Young wi man Ought to Know. By

Mis, May Wo@-AuLes, M.D,, and SyLvasvs
Srau, DD, Clghh, net, $1.00,
&

g
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VQRTHY OF CONSIDERATION

New Books for the S.S. Library

A%

We desire to druw the ath

the suhjoined list of books suit

to the advisability of procurin

with the new books as they a

scholars. Instead of indifferog
revival of interest in the Libri

the best. Put yourself in col

the information at our disp!

AT 35c.

The Young Man from
James, author of ** The

Alypius of Tagaste. A
By Mrs. Webb, author of.

Vera's"ChristmasiGue
trated.

P
{3

CH
$gme, By John Angell
Jous Enquirer.”
e of the Early Church.
omponia.”
{By K. T. Sizer. llus-

Bunny's Friends, By
“‘Probable Sons.” Tl

The Great Pllot and
Richard Newton, D.D.

Rays from the Sun of
Rev. Richard Newton,

Bible Animals and t
Them. By Rev. Ric

Bible Wonders. By R

The Safe Compass &
Rev. Richard Newton

¢ Le Feuvre,author of
ed

¥ Righteousness, By

Lessons Taught by
Newton, D.D.

Richard Newton, D.D,
glow it Points. By

The Miracle at Mat
Churches Becs
Sheldon. /

The Wonderful Life &
illustrations. By H

How Gladys Won r Vietory. By Hester
Gray. A story of sufring and triumph, the scene
being laid partly in Hgigland and partly in Australia,

The Bond of Love. Margaret Thorn. A Story
of West Country relififous Lifeand Work.

True to the Flag. P Geraldine R. Glasgow.

Emily Herbert: or, ¥he Happy Home, By
Maria McIntosh. 1

Jack's Year of Tri: By Annie £, Swan,

Gibraltar and its ges, With a Description of
its Natural Featur Tlustrated,

Herolsm in Humblé Life : or, The Story of
Ben Pritchardand Charlie Campion.
A Temperance Tall

The Boy Makes thé& Man. A hook of example
and encouragementifor the young. By the author
of * Records of NgWle Lives.” 23 illustrations.

‘AT 80c. EACH

Clipped Wings. Blottie McAlister, (Second Edi-
tion.) A new, clgger, witty story, by a Canadian

ham: How Twelve
e One, By Charles M.

Christ. With numerous
Stretton.

writer.
The Story of l‘uhﬂ{ By Kate Douglas Wiggin.
Melody. By Laura EiRichards.

c. EACH

[ in To-Day.

-Day Received Him

Legend Led. By w Le Feuvre, Author of ** Pro-
bable Sons,” ete, s3lustrated.

I Will be & Satlog! By H. Louisa Bedford. Tlus.
trated. i

A Puzzling Pair.

Hess and Jamle
Henry Johnson.

AT

Yesterday Framo
the Christ : How

Story of

Ay Amy Le Feuvre
A Story of London Life. By

i w
WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

s W, ATES, Montreal, P.Q.
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kntion of SUPERINTENDENTS, LIBRARIANS apd TEACHERS, to
le for the Sunday School Library. Have you given proper consideration

#he best books as they come from the press! Brighten up the Library
B ublished, and you will be surprised to see the int

o8t awakened in the

> on the part of the scholars, the inclination will he quickened, and a
# will stimulate the life of the School. Our prices gf
munication with us on the subject, and we will be ased to give you all

low, and termx

CH

. By Agnes Giberne.
g H “

AT 90c.

Least Said, Soonest Me
11 Thos

Mies Con; or, A irl

Berxl aud Pearl. By A Giberne.

Enid's Silver Bond. “

Kathleen: The Story of a Home. " "
Number Three, Winniffed Place. s
Decima's Promise. By es Giberne.

That Aggravating ool-Girl. By Grace

Stebbing.
Her Own Way. By
“My Brother's Keeper,
Parkhurst Sketches
cluding * Boys We E
English History.” By

trated.
An Incorrigible Girl
Tllustrated.

AT S

The Cross Trium
Kingsley, author of *

Paul: 4 Herald of
Morse Kingsley.

No. b John street,
markable man.”

“No. 5 John Stre
est the old contrast
rand the livesof
a letter of Justin
Independent.
Trevelyan's Little L
“The incidents
children's tale, but
in the perspective of
treal l,'immuz.

Pathfinding on Pla
John MeDougall.

“The habits, cus
dians, and the dwe
were hefore the adi
graphically and ¢
dian Magazine. &

AT $125 EACH

A Double Thread. @By Ellen Thorney croft Fowler.
The most popular ry of the day in England.
45th Thousand.

Flashlights on Na
trated by Frederi
Fascinating " as **

The Cruise of the ¢
after Sperm Whalef
trated.

Dwellers in Gothafn, By Annan Dale. A Story
of Social, Reiigiougand Commercial New York,

A story of absdgbing interest." —Method-
ist Magazine

Kit Kennedy : Coufitry Boy. By 8. R. Crockett.
May he described o Mr., Crockett's * David Copper-
field,” for it contairfs more autobiographical matter
than any previous fork of his.

Domitia. A Tale of Egrly Rome. By 8. Baring Gould.
Tllustrated by I1zor§C. Chandler.

A Veteran of 18128 The Life of James FitzGib-
hon. Mary Agpes FitzGibbon. Should be in
every 8.8 Library.

Over Against Her
rie. Ilustrated.

nton Thorne, author of

nd Other Storles. In-
Known” and ‘‘Boys of
Ibot Baines Reed. Illus-

i
By M. H. Cornwall Leigh,

EACH

t. By Florence Morse
" ** Stephen,” ete.

he Cross. By Florence
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1 ghters. By VirnaSheard.
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SUNDAY ScHOOL TEACHERS]

are busy people as a rule, but t 5y cannot

1. THE NEW CITIZEN

afford to miss the mental anf§ spiritual

stimulus that comes from the gfudy of the

Epworth Ledgue
Course

Readi

The new books which,

re now l'Cﬂdy are:

P

By DR.SBATTEN

THE MARVELS OB OUR BODILY DWELLING

By MARYF WOOD-ALLEN

AMONG THE FQRCES

By BISHOP WARREN

OF THE REFORMATION

. DR. WITHROW

shelf-worn. gfOn the ccntrary, they are
fresh from sthe press, and are bright and
up to datcs Send for Descriptive Circular.
:
rice, $2.00, Postpaid

ADDRESS on‘js TO -
/ILLIAM BRIGGS

Montreal : C. W. COATES & &  Halifax: S. F. HUESTIS
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of against the gathering
of grease ordirt of any
kind. ‘The oven is
always bright and
clean—not so much as
a smutch to be seen
anywhere. The aerat-
ed oven makes im-
possible the gathering
of foul odors of any
- kind, because pure,
) fresh air is ever cougging through it—the impure always
crowded out. Thefe are reasons why the most dainty
% and delicate dish—#hnilky foods of all kinds—can be
) cooked in an aerafpd oven without taking on, in any
) degree, the odors @ other dishes.

combine every modern

com enience and are—
perfect stoves.’’

§1d you find them in every town and city,

describe this stove and oven to anyone

&) Our Agents,
will be glad tg
¢ interested.

)LD KVERYWHERE.
NE WILL LasT A LIFETIME.

The G rney-Tilden Co., Limited

V.

urnace, and Radiator Manufacturers

'~ Hamilton, Ont,

TREAL AND WINNIPEG.

@ WHOLESALE AGENCH
N

TORONTO, M@




