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PREFACE.

Tae CarecHISM oF Sacrep IisTorY now “presented
o the Catholic public will be found, it is hoped, a
seful little/ book for the lower classes in Catholic
hools. There were, it is true, other Catechisms of
cred Ilistory in usc in our schools, but none of them
nswered exactly the purpose for which this was
tended, some - being too large, and too elaborate for
injor classes, whilst others had the answers, entirely

o long, so as to fatigue the memory of the vourg
farner. The Catechism now oﬁ'ored has been enre-
hlly compiled from authentic sources, and has been
hade as complete a compendmm of Sacred Iistory,
Jnd in as simple a form, as could well be effected. It
ill be'scen. that, in order to complete the history of _
fhe New Testament, a short account of the labors and
cath of the several apostles has been added te the -
criptural narrative, so as to bring out more fuliy and
~ fore clearly the connection between ancient Sacred
l istory, us contained in the Bible, and inodern Sazred
istory, which is that of the Chureh, commonly called
eclesiastical History.
New Y<>m,:,i June 2_2d, 18G4.
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Q. What is Sacred. History ? '

A. Sacred History is the history of our-Religion,

Q. What does Sacred History teach us? . :

A. Sacred History teaches us the greatness of Gog, ’

nd the wonders He has wrought for us,

Q. In what book are these wonders recorded {. » o

A. In the Bible, the most ancient book in the world.

Q. What does God show us in the Bible?

A. God shows us in the Bible, in a manner equally
@rlain and certain; what He is, what we are, and for
what He has created us. o

Q. What advantages has Sacred History over Profane History ?

A. Sacred History bas two great advantages over

Profane History—its certainty, and its antiquity. -
Q. In what does the certainly of Sagred History consist? .
A. The certainty of Sacred History consists in that -

t has been written by Prophets and other holy men in»
pired of God. o

¥ Q. In what does the antiqfuity of Sacred Histbry consi.;tri v
A. The antiquity. of Sacred History consists in. its

faving been written at a much earlier period|thsa ‘any
ther history. . -

{ -
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Q. How do you prove the anﬂquny of Sacred History ?
A. Because Moses, who was the author of the first §
= books of Sacred History, lived a thousand years before }
" Herodotus, the first writer of Profane Hxstory ‘

. Q. What do you understand by the terms, Old and New I'es-

. zameut,? oo
“A. By the Old Testament, I understand the coven- §
ant whlch God made of old with the Israelites, in giv-
ing them the law of Moses, By the New Testameut,
I understand the covenant which Jesus Christ has made, §
not with one people alone, but with all maand in §
giving them the Gospel Law. ]
Q. Wbab ‘do these two Testaments together form ?
A, These two. Testaments together form the Bible, 3
* . the most sacred, as it is the most ancient of books. 3

'THE OLD TESTAMENT.
FIRST EPOCH,

EMBRACING 1656 "YEARS. .

Q. How did God create the worfd" :

A. God created the world of nothmg and by His @ 4
“word alone. :

Q In what space of time did God create the world?

"A God created the world in six days.
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Q. What did God create the first day ? '

A. The first day God created light; he said : let
there be. light, and 1mmed1ately llgbt was made.

. Q. What did God make the second day ?

A. The second day God made the sky, or firmament,
to which he gave the name of heaven.

Q What did God do on the third day ?

A. On the third day, ke gathered into on
waters that covered the earth, and this gre i
of waters he called the sea. He then con
‘carth to yicld plants and trees of every

Q. What did God make on the fourth day ?

A. On the fourth day.he made the s
and all the stars of the firmanient.

Q. What did God create on the fith day ? -

A. On the fifth day, God created the birds that ﬁv
in the air, and the fishes that swim in the water.

Q. What did God make on the sixth day ? S

. A. On the sixth day, after having created the bca'
of the earth, God made Adam, the first inan, after-his
own image and likeness, and he gave him dominion
over the bcasts of the ficld, the birds of /the air, and
the fishes of the sea.

—

Q. How did God create man ? )
A. God created man by forming his body of the
slime of ‘the earth; his soul he created by breathing
~into his nostrils, and he became a living soul.
Q. What is a living soul? ’
A, Abeing capable of knowing and lox ing God
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Q. Did God create, at that time, any othér rativnal being
besides Adam ? 4

A. Yes, God \nshnw to give Adam a compunion, §
like unto himself, foxmcd Eve, the first woman, and §
mother of all mankind, of a rib taken from the side of §

« Adam, during a decp sleep which the Lord cast upon
¢ him,

Q. In what state were Adam and Eve created ? .

A. They were created in a state of innocence, and §
placed in_ 4 ddrrhtful garden called the Terrestrial {
‘Paradise. . 1" ‘

Q. Did tbe} remz;iu always there ? -

. % No, they soon forfelted their right- to dwell § {
therc‘iﬂ “and were ignominously expelled fxom it. ‘
- Q. How dxd Adam and Eve vfoggxt their n«ht to Paradize? 3

A, They forfeited their right to Paradise by eating
of the forbidden fruit; God had given them permission
to eat, of the fruit of every trec in the garden, save one,
and of that he forbade them to eat, under- pain of in- §
curring his displeasure. \

Q. Why did God give them this command?

A. He gave it to them in order to test their ohe-
dience.

Q, How did they come to transgress the command ? :

A. The devil, who had already been cast out :f |
heaven in punishment for his rebellious pride, being
«nvious of the happiness of our first parents, resolved,

i vossible, to destroy them and their pnsberity'. ]
- Q. How did the devil effect his purpose? -~ -~ }
" A. He appeared to Eve under the ﬁgu!\ Liven rpcm, 9
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Al being by persuaded her—she being the weaker—that if
p:mion, hey eat of the forbidden fruit, their eyes should be
n, amj p.elncd, and they should be as God, knowing good and
. Wvil. _ o
vide of § Q-—Did Eve eat of the fruit? - . ]
tupon G A- "Yes, she eat of it, and persuaded Adam, her hus-
- @and, to cat &f it also, which he did, in order to please
is wife. Lo
Q. What followed this violation 6]“(‘5’0@3 commandment ?
@ A Their cyes were, indeed, opened, but in a differ-
gnt way from what they expected; they saw, when too
dwdl gpte, the good they had lost, and felt the sbagle of their
-gransgression, . e
. B Q How did God punish the disobedience of Adam and Eve? -
! & A..God summoned

6, an( § "
estrial §

P ed the guilty pair to his presénices
ating feproached them with their crime ; cursed the serpent,
5101 Shom he condemned ever after to creep on the earth,
"% Bhd condemned wman to earn his bread, - thencefor-
f in @ ard, by the sweat of his brow, until he should return
g the dust whence he had been taken. 'Thus was
n ath introduced into the world as the punishment of
obe- 3 o - )
& Q. What clso did God do in punishment of the sin’of éur'first
krents ? - : 4 “<F
A. He curséd the earth for their sake, and declared
at it should thenceforward bring forth but thoras and.-
istles; whereas it had before produced of itself il
at was necessary for the sustenance of man, :
Q. What then befel the unhappy pair ?
- A. God then drove them out of the terrestrial Para-

\




14 ' carkcmsM oF SACRED IISTORY.

dise, and placed at the entrance thereof an angel withy
a flaming sword, in order to prevent their rety ]
thither, - ' -

Q. Did God leave our first parents altogether without Liope 7§

A. No; he promised them that of _the  woniug
should ; e born a Saviour, who was to crush the head
of the infernal “serpent, which means, to destroy tl;
power of the Evil One, and deliver mankind from {hJ8
bondage of sin. ' §

Q How long before Christ was that promise made-?

A. It was made four thousand and four years befor
Christ. ‘ . ‘ '

-Q What children had Adam and Eve? .

A. Adam and Eve had several children, but the

“ Bacred Scripture mentions particularly only three, Cain,
Abé, and Seth. o

. Q What great crime was committed by Cain, the elder
brother? . - * - ) _

A. Cain, being jealous of his brother Abel, whose
 sacrifices he saw were more acceptable to God than Lis
own, conceived adeadly hatred towards him, and kill :
him, in the year three thousand eight. hundred ai

seventy-six before Clrist. ° v
Q.‘How did God punish him for this beinous crime?

AL By making him a fugitive and a wande;

earth, and the father of a race as wick
Despairing of forgiveness for his crime.
‘repent, &r have reconrse to the Divine mere,
impenitent, ; o o
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Q. What became of the children of Adam after his death?

A. Seth, his third son, succeeded him in the offics

Patriarch, and imitated the piety and virtuc.of his
rother Abel. It was his son, Enos, who first began
b invoke the Lord by public worship, and Enoch, one
f his descendants, lived so' holily, that he was taken
p alive to heaven, whence he is to be sent at the end
f the world, to. prepare men for the final coming of
1 Redeemer.

Q. In what year did this event occur?
A. Tt occurred in the year three thousand and seven-

een before Christ.

Q-Did the racz -of Seth always oontmue faxtbful to the

ord ?
A. For a long time they did, and were known on the

sarth as the chlldren of God whereas, the descendants

ot Cain, following in the footsteps of their progenitor,
Wwere called the “children of men. Bu} in course of

time, the two races began to form alliances, and warry

one with the other, whcn the children of Seth soon "
became corrupted, and forgot the duty they o“ed to

God.

Q. What men were born of these allxances betwcer ‘he two
races?

. % Mcn whom the Scripture calls gmnts, on account i

of their enormous stature. They were an exceedingly .

'wicked Tace of men, and from them, corruption becime

30 neral, that God found but one just man oft tho g




©

33 CATECHISM OF SACRED HISTORY,

Q. Who was this just man ?
- A. He was called Noah, ‘
- Q What did the Lord do then to pumsb the wickedness of 1
* the world ?

~ A. He resolved to destroy all mankind, with the ex-
ception of Noah and his family.

Q. How was this accomplished ?

A. The Lord commanded Noah to build an AlL.
according to the directions which he gave him. Noah
was a hundred years in building the Ark, and during
all that time he warned men of. the purpose for whu,h
it was designed; but they would not believe Lim.
When the Ark was completed Noah shut himself if
it, with his family, cousisting of eight persons, and a
pair of every species of animal. Then the.flood-gates
of heaven were opened, and the rain fell for forty days

" . on the earth, and the waters covered the tops of the

highest mountains, so that every living thing was de-
- stroyed, except those which were in the Ark.
' Q. Where did the Ark rest ?

A. The Ark rested on Mount Ararat, in Armenn,
when No%h and his family, with all the animals, went
out, the earth bemg agém dry ; they had been’ nealh
. w year shut up in the Ark,

Q. Of what is the Ark aﬁgure? ’

A. The Arkis a ﬁgure of the Church, out of \vhmlx
nene cah be saved.
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SECOND EPOCH,

EMBRACING 429 YEARS,

Q. What was Koah’s first act on leaving the Ark ?

A. Noab’s first act was to offer sacrifice to God, in
thanksgiving for the great mercy he had shown him-
sclf and his family, in saving them from the gencral

] destruction of mankind.

Q. Did the Lord accept Noah's sacrifice ?
A. He did, and in token thereof he promised Noah
that the ecarth should never again be destroyed by
water.

Q. What sign dld the Lord give Noah.of the perpemal fulfil-
nent of this covenant? )

A. The Lord gave Noah, as a sign of the cdvenant,
his bow which he placed in the clouds, and which we
call the rainbow, that seeing it, mankind should alwau
remember God’s covenant with Noah. ’ *

Q.. What was the conduct of Noah's sons towards their father’ R

A. One of them named Cham, acted in such a man-’

net'as to draw down on himself his father’s maledic- =

tion, and also that of God. The other two, Sem and .
Japhet did not participate in his guilt.

Q. What was the particular offence by which Cham incurred
the divine displeasure?

A. The particular offence of -Cham was ndlculmg_ 1

“and despising his father. Noah, having planted a
'\me)ard when the grapes were gatheled in, drank
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freely of their juice, and not Lnowmfr its effect, became§
drunL unconsciously, and fell a.sl(,cp Cham seeiny§
him in that state, ran to call his brothers, langhing and q
making merry over the old man’s (,ondmon

Q. What did Sem and Japhet?
"A. Instead of laughing at their futher’s situation as §
their brother Lad done, they took a cloak and covered §
him respectfully.

Q. What did Noah, on a.wang and being teld what had §
passed ?
A. He cursed Cham in his desccudants, and blessed |
Sem and Japhet in themsclses and.their posterity.

Q. How wero these words of his fulfilled ?

A. In the course of some ages, the posterity of
Cham, through Canaan his son, were almost entirely.
cut off, and the remainder- reduced to a state of
bondage, by the descendants of Sem and Japhet.

' Q. What race of men at tho present day repreeenl. the de-
scendants of Cham and his son Canaan?

A. The African, or negro race, arc the lineal de-

¢ cndants of Cham and Canaan.

Q. Wmt great enterprise did the race of Noah undertake

before they scattered. abroad over the carth from the plains u( §

Mesopotamia, where they had first settled ?

-A. They undertook to build a mighty tower, hx(rh
enough to'reach to heaven. This was partly to rendu
their-name famous in after times, and partly to ecure
for themselves & safe retreat from any future” ‘del
that might subxgerge the ‘world. They had.. a!;e ly
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came ; ost sig;_hf; pf the Almighty’s covenant with their father

eeillg
" and §

Noah. -

Q. Did they succeed in their foolish undertaking ?
A. No, Almighty God sent amongst them, when

@heir work was fast progressing, a confusion of tongues

vhich prevented them from understanding each othcr'
hey were thus obliged to leave their tower unfinished,

and disperse throughout the different countries of the

vorld.

Q. What was this tower called ? .
A. It was’ called Babel, a word which mcans eon-

$fusion.

Q. Where was it bem" erected ? .
A. On the plain of Shmar, neat the river Euphrates,

#in Asia.

Q In what year did tlns occur? .
A. It occurred two thousand two huandred and forty-

seven years before Christ.

Q. Whither did the family of Cham go to scttle? Lo
. A. The family of Cham went to settle in Egypt,

8 Arabia, and Dalestine, the latter receiving thé name of

Chanaan, from Cham’s cldest son, accursed of God,
Q. What great city was built on the river Euplrates by Nim-
rod the huaoter, a descendant of Cham ?
A. ' The city of Babylon, afterwards called the Great,
\\hich became in time the seat of a mighty empire.
Q "What countries were occupied by the children of Japhol ?
A. The country of Asia Minor, and @ large portion
of Europe, were occupied by the children of Juphet. -
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Q. Where did the race of Sem take up their abodd?

A. The race of Sem took up their abode in Meso
tamia and Assyria. .

Q. What famous city was built on the river Tigris by Assur
. of the race of Sem? -

A. The city of Nineveh, afterwards the capital of
the great Assyrian empire, so called from Assur, ity
founder. '

Q. What celcbrated people dcqcended from the patna:d
Sem §

A. The Hebrews, or Israclites, also called the Jews,

Q What remarkable changes took place duridg this second|
epoch of the world’s history ?

* "A. First, the great decrease in the length of human &
life. Before the deluge, men lived near lya thousand

years.. Adam lived nine hundred and thirty years, and

Mathusaleh nine huhdred and sixty-nine. After the]
Deluge, the life-of man was shortened by two-thirds.

Q. What other notable chapgé ‘took place?

A. The change of food.. Before the Deluge, the
fruits of the carth had been the whole subsistence of
the human race. During the period of time following
on the Deluge, God permitted them to add the flesh of
animals to their ordinary food.

Q. How did men live after. their-dispersion ?

A. Men lived for the most part wickedly, and soon
forgot even the natural law, following only their own

‘passions. Vice of every kind soon prevmled' the:
earth, and mapkind were again gweu up to th_, ¢
wess of thelr own hearts, '
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A. They did not. Blinded by the dev:l and their
own evil passions, they turned away.from God, their
Creator, and began to worship first the sun, moon, and
stars; then animals; plants, and even inanimate statues

‘Y of wood or stone, the work of their own hands.

Q. What did God then do in order to perpetuate true rehgton

“Ron the earth?

A, Inorder to perpetuate true religion on the earth,
God resolved to raise up for himself one particular na-
tion, of whom should be born the promised Saviour;

§ and he chose Abraham, a just man of the race of Sem,
to be the head and root of this chosen race.

R e
L e T
.

THIRD EPOCH..
7 ' E)IBRACI\G 430 YEARS.

Q. What does the Scnpture teachus conbemmw the callmg of .
Abrabam? : /
A. The Secripture teaches us that Abrabam, a de-

scendant of the patnarch Sem, lived at Ur, in Mesopo-

tamia, and unlike the majority of his people, did not

" fall into idolatry, but adored and served the true God.

Icnce it was that Almighty God appointed him to be
the father of his chosen people, and called him from
amongst his idolatrous kindred, to settle in the Iand of

'Cana:m

‘ Q Did they keep alive amongst them the remembrance of -3
. _




’ i
22 CATECHISM "OF SACRED fSTi'ORY.

Q. What did tho Lord promise Abra am when Lie ‘called bi
to go iuto the laud of Canaan ?

A. The Lord promised Abrahs m,/ that as a reward
for his fidelity, he would make of him a grest nation;
that he would bless him, and njagnify his name; and
that in him all the nations of the carth should be
ble ssed

, Q Did Abraham believe the wordl of God? §
A. Yes, Abraham believed /the word. of ‘God ; and,
trusting iinplicitly in bis divind guidance, departed from
‘his country, and wént into the promised land with his
wife Sara, and his nephew Lot. R :

Q What was Abmham‘s life ip the lIand of Canaan ?.

A. Regarding himself as 4 stranger and a pxlm im on
the c‘uth -the lxoly patriarcl contmued to live in tents:
but pot so his nephcw Lot,\who imprudéntly went to
take up his, abode in Sodom, a wicked 'md coxmpt
h cm. ‘

" Q. Did Lot continue to live in ppace after his scpamtxou from

L, Abraham ?°
A. No, the land wherein I had sctttled was in- |k

vaded by Codorlahomor king \of the Elamites, with
three other kings, and Lot with* all the chief men of
that country, combmed their strength to oppose them.
A pztched b‘tttlc was fought betwecn the contendmg

w‘xtus of tln Dead Sea.
Q Who gmncd the battle?




CATECHISM OF SACRED NISTORY. . . - 28

ople of the country before them into the mourtains.
g ey then advanced, plundered the cities, and carried
2 number of captives, amongst whom were Lot and

| 3 family, with all his flocks and herds.

B Q. What did Abraham dowhen he heard of Lot's misfortane ?
A. He ‘immediately gathered together all his scrt
nts and all the neighboring shepherds, and pursued
e invaders. They cameup with them at Dan, and
or a sharp conflict, defeated them. Lot Was then
scued by his uncle Abraham, and ‘the inv aders pur-
ed to Hoba, on the way to Damascus,

Q. By whom was Abrabam met on 'his return home?~
A. He was met by the king of ‘Sodom, and by Mel-
- fhisedech, king of Salem, dnd 3 pnest of the Lord,
' Jho. ‘bringing Torth bread and :wine, offered -them:in. - -
Jérifice, and blessed Abrabam, saying—*Dlessed be -
braham by the most high God, who, created - heaven
i carth, and blessed be the most high God by whose
otection thine encmies are in thy hands.”

Q. What did Abrabham then a6?
§ A. He gave tithes, or-the tenth part, of all the spoils
- had iaken, to Melchisedech, the priest of God.
*Q. What befzl Sodom in punishment of its wickedness ?
" A. It was consumed. by fire from heaven.

Q: Can you relate the cxrcumstances preceding ﬂxe destm&

- i of Sodem ?

- § A. The Lord having apprised Abraham of his i in- '
; nnf »a'to destroy Sodom, Abraham, knowing the great
g (.rcyof ‘God, besought him to spar: the gmlt.y cxf,y';
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in case there were fifty just men found in it; to th
the Lord consented, when Abraham again agked if for
just men would not save it. Again the merciful G@@
consented, and even promised, at, Abraham’s “han
ble supplication, that if ten just men were to be foufl
in Sodom, he would not destroy it. .

Q. Were there ten just men found in the city ?

A: No, there were not ten just men found in tiffd
whole city of Sodom, and accordingly the Lord se
down firc from heaven to consume it off the face: @2
‘the earth. "o - :

" Q How did Lot escape with his family from the flames
Sodom ? B ’
- “A. Two angels, under the appearance of men, can
. to'Sodom in the evening: Lot secing them, invite
them to enter his house and lodge there over. nigh
this charitable act saved him and his family from t}
general destruction that came tipon the doomed city.
Q. What occurred whilst the angels. were in Lo!:’gibotise?
" A. Some of the wicked ‘inhabitants of Sodom can
to the house for .the ‘purpose of insulting the tw
" ‘sirangers. Lot going out to dissnade them from the
evil purpose, they began to abuse him, and threatenel;
him with bodily harm, when the angels, taking him b
the hand, drew him intothe house. At thesame timlhy
they struck with blindness those that were: without,
that they were unable to-find the door. - .
Q What followed? . ' o
4. The angels told Lot that they wore s

-

W . -
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wished to save he must take them in haste out of the

Lot went to inform his two intended sops-in-law
what was to bappen, but they laughed at him, and
buld not believe him. Next morning, the- angels
kde Lot leave the city with his wife-and daughters,

#Q. What befel Lot and his family mmediately aftes their
ving Sodom ? '
A. They had been wamed by the angels not to look
ck on the accursed: city; this injunction was followed

all except Lot's wife who, looking back to.see the!._ .

ogress of the flames, was changed into a pillar of salt.
his monumental pxllar is still recogryzed by travellers —
Jor the shore of the Dead Sea.

Q. A In what year was Sodom destroyed ? \I
A. Sodom was destroyed in the -year one thousand,
ht hundred and ninety-seven, before Christ. ‘%q

Q. What was the mark of the covemant which God maﬂo“~

-

Q Wl}y‘ is Abraham styled father of the faithful? .
A, Abraham is styled father of the faithfal on ac-

de
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count of his great faith which made bim belxev.e becayl
God told him, what was coptrary to all appeatan
that he should be the father of a gregt people, out
which the Messiah was Lo come.
Q. Who was Ishmael?
A. Ishmael was the son of Abraham, by a sccoff
“-wife who was a bondswoman of his wife Sara. |
those éarly days when the world was still but thin
populated ‘even the holy patriarchs were allowed
have more than onc wife,
Q Was Isbmael the son promised to Abraham, from vsh
race the Messiah was to spring? s
“A._No, that promised son was Isaac, miraculous)
born to Abraham of his wife Sara, in her old age. |
' " Q. Did-JsHmael and his mother, Agar the hondswoman, ofR
imue to dwell in Abraham’s tents? ‘
A. No, Sara havma__seen Islunacl treat her son w
kmdly while they played together, requested Abraba
to send the Bo;vgand his mother away, which he did, i
order to pEeserve the peace of his household. 3
'*“' Q. What m&%ﬁ’g@r and Ishmael in the desert whlther the
“retived? e ‘
A. Whilst wandeyi ing in the desert, and after havi:
L\.hausted the provxswps glven them by Abraham :

tn to <pmw up ‘out of the sand, gave _
told ber to take her sor and be careful-




GATECHISM OF SACRED HISTORY. 27

Q. What peoplo arc the descendants ot‘ Abraham's son
mael ?
A. The Arab tribes of the dcsert, who still lwe in
its, and lead to-day the w:mdermo' life which their
ther Ishmael led of old. :
B Q. How did. God try Abraham's faith2
A. God tried Abraham’s faith by commandmcr lnm
take his only son, Isaac, to the top of Mount Morxa, ;
here the temple of Jerusalem was afterwards built,
hd there sacrifice him to the Lord. .

B Q. Did Abraham obey this so harsh command? .
A. Yes, Abraham obeyed without any’ hesitation,
fhd taking his son to the mountain, he caused him to
hrry up its steep side the wood that was to make the
e for consuming the victim. . Isaac was thus a figure -
Christ bearing his cross up the hiil-of Cahary
® Q. Did Abraham complete the sacrifice?
L No; when he had bound his son and laid l:xm on

her thbld him not to slay his son, for tbat Gag, well pleased
- With his submission, had provided a victim ; turning
1%and, Abraham saw a ram with his horns entanorled
the bushes, and him he sacrificed instead of Lis son.

Q- 'How was Abraham rewarded for his submzssmn to the .

oulll: AT He was rewarded’ by a renewal of thc promise
‘anfinade to him so long before, that the Saviour of tho
world should: be born of his race.
Q. In what way did Abtsham and the other patriarchs live? -
A They lived as shepherds and husba.ndmen, having

o=
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abuadance of .flocks and herds, and living in_gre
plenty, but, at the same time with great frugahty 8
simplicity. - They were entirely independent. of an
carthly power, subject only to God, each family or til
forming in itself a littlg tstatc, Whereof the fathcr w
head, and ruled as king. :

Q.. Who was the wife of Isaac? S

~ A. Rebecca, the. grand-daughter, of ‘Tachor, Abrg
Bamn's brother. Abraham would not peimit his son {

\
marry amongst the Canaanites, so he sent his serva
Eliezer to Mesopotamia. to seek a wife for hxm of b

own kindred. £ K

Q. What children were born of this mamage ?
‘A. The children born' of ‘this mamage were - tw
sous, called Esau and Jacob. )
Q. Did.these two sons of Isaac lme in brotherly i‘neudsh'
“when they grew to manbood ?
. A: Noj; Esau the elder concen'ed ‘a deadly hatref
against J acob his brother, because Jacob, by a stratagent
robbed Lim of his father’s blessing, after first depuvm
 him of his bu‘thrlo'ht.

Q.-How did Jacob déprive Esau olq.us birthright 2-
A. Esau, being a hunter, returned one day from,
field, and found his brotber Jacob prepapng fos

~hich Esau consented to do, saymg
will the bl-rthrwht avail me?¥




'CATECHISM OF SACRED ms-r’omr.\ 29

Q How did Jacob nmmge o obtam the paternal blessing,

tead of Esau, who was their fathei’s favorite ?

A. Esau was told by his father togo out hunting,
R} bring him of the venison he took to make a savory
ess thereof, ‘promising-him his blessing when he
ought him the meat; for he knew he was soon to
e. Rebecea hearing this, and loving Jacob more than
k2, prepared some venison in the way that Isaac de-
red, gave -it to Jacob, and told him to take it to his
her, who, being blind, was ma.de to believe that Esau,
bt Jacob, knelt bef’ore hun. ‘He, thercfore, gave his
cssing to Jacob.

4 Q. What did Esau, o lus retarn?

A. Finding that Jacob had fraudulently obtained the

lessing that was meant for ‘him, he was much enraged,
nd made a resolution to Llll his brother aﬁ:cr their

15 thers death,

"Q How was Jacob sm\'ed from his brother's anger?

“® A. He was saved by the prudent care of his mother

. Skebecca, who, having learned Esau’s design, sent -her
Pounger son to dwell for a time with- her brother
3 ban, in Mesopotamia.

Q How was Jacob employed whilo in that country?”
CAL as’ employed in tending the flocks of Bie
Puciedaban, who gave nim in marriage first hisdangh-
en his younger dauorhter Rachcl, whom
ed most tendetly, . 7

€ ﬁqw jany sons had Jacob, (also called Isracl? .
acob had tw elve sons, ﬂrom whom are dcace ‘

\

\

Lo
(.
\
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the twelve tribes of Isracl. These sons were nam
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Dan, Juda, Nephtali, Gad, Asc
Issachar, Zabulon, Joscph, and Benjamin. After 14
maining twenty years in Mesopotamia, Jacob returne
mth lns whole family into the land of Canaan.

¥ Q What happened to Jacob on his return home? -

A. His brother Esau, hearing of his approach, we
to meet him with four hundred armed men. Unabl
to encounter such a force, Jacob was at first alarmed
but in a vision of the night an angel came and wrestleff
with him, leaving him the victory. The angel, therd
fore, gave him the name of Israel, which signifies stron@*
against God, telling him at the same time that'he'w
prevailed against God need not*fear men.

Q. What effect had this vision on Jacob?

A Tt cncouranred him to!meet his brother whoy
before he had so much feared ; and, mdeed, wheir Eéa
beheld his brother Jacob’ advancmg towards-hiin, hi
hatred (hed away, and he saw in him only his long los§
brother returning to his home. ,

- Q. At what time did Jacob return from Mesopotama. to the
L'md of Canaan ?

A. One thousand seven hundred and tlnrty-nw '

_yoars before Christ. /73 7 2

Q. How old was Isaa¢ when he died ? ' :
A. An hundred and exghty years, ke was buried]
by his sons, Esau and Jacob, in the family burial-place]
at Mambre, near Hebron, which Abraham had boughi
and w here he and Sara, his w:fe, were already bnrred




| n]y and all the wealth he possessed ‘to Seir, the
ntry around which was called from him Idumcfx o
‘ om, which signifies red, and was the name given

o --A The holy an Job, known to all times and na-
fons . as_the 'model of, patlence, is supposed to have

& A Josepb ‘the son of Rachel, his best beloved wife; 3
oscph and Benjamin were the. sons of - Jacob’s old

$oc ; Joseph, the elder of the two, being bom “hcn

Bis father was ninety years old. :

8 Q Why did the other sons of Jacob hate Joseph?

 A. Because of hisbeing their father’s favorite, and

<o because of certain dreams which he related to

. dhem, denotmo his future supenonty .

B Q. How did they revenge themselves on Joseph? = - .
pughil A. When Joseph was sisteen years of age, hlS father
ned et him to a field at some distance from home, whem




-
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Infs brethren were tenditig their flocks, When thi

saw him coming they determined to kill him, hopif
thus to prevent the fulfillment of hi$ dreams,

A Q Dia they accomplish their evil purpose 7

A. No; on the interposition of Reuben, the clgfihe

‘ _brother, they threw him into Pit, and, a . litgh

while after, Reuben being absent, they sold him

-some Egyptian merchants who chanced to pass thie .
p e

A. They dipped the boy's coat in the blood of & kif
and, taking it home, told their-father that a wild bea
had devoured Joseph, . - :

/ ‘him to Potipbar, an offcer W
kousehold of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. -
Q. What befel Joseph in the house of Potiphar ?
A. He was falsely accused of a great crime, ang
thrown into prison, e :
"Q- What happened to liim whilst in prison ?
A. It so happened that the king’s chief butler and
chief baker were both in prison at the same tind
arkable dream, which the
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Iow did Joseph obtain his release from prison?

A. Some time after the chief butler's release, it o

ppened that king Pharaoh himself had some strange

ams, which he could find no one amongst all his

ke men to interpret. . The butler then rcmembeud
gcph, and told the king of what.had occurred while

was ifi prison. Joseph being sent for, interpreted

b king’s dreams so wisely and satxsfactouly that the

hgy regardcd him with great favor.

4Q. What did Pharaol’s dreams denote, according to Joscpl's
prpretation ?

BA. They denoted seven years of great plenty, dur-
- which the earth was to bring forth abundant har-

§ts, and after that seven years of famine.

N

Q. What did Joseph advise Pharaoh to do?

A. He advised him to appoint a wisc governor ovep -

e land, who. would provide during the years of plenty,
¥ that when the famine came the people might have
gcrewith to support life,

g Q. Whom did Pharaoh appoiut as governor ?
@A. He appointed Joseph governor of Egypt, and
@ve him his own ring in token of the authomy
herewith he invested him.
Q. What precnutlons did Joseph take in order to provide
inst the approaching famine ?
A, During the seven years of plcn@y he gathered
o the king’s gra.naries the fifth part of the country’s -
odace. 'This wisc measurc saved Egypt from the .
: cl cﬁ'ccts of the seven yoars ':tenhty
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Q. Was the famine confined to Egypt ?

A. Noj it extended over the neighboring countrj
and people came from all directions into Egypt to py
chase grain. Amongst others, the patriarch Jacob »
. obliged to send his sons into Egypt to obtain corn
the royal granaries, -

Q. How did Joseph treat his brethren?

A, He treated thein at first as though they w
strangers, in order to ascertain what their disposi io
were. e pretended to take them for spics, and tlirg
them into prison, where they remained three days:

* Q. How did the sons-of Jacob,receive this misfortune ?

A. They were  struck with terror, and humbli§

themselves before God, confessed that they had d

served all that might come’upon them, because @)

their cruelty and perfidy tow ards their brother Jose .
" Q AVhat did Joseph then ? N
A. Having understood what hls brothers sald to ea
ather, although. they knevk it not he was much mov
by their repentance, and hearm«r from them that th
had at home an ‘aged father and a young brother,
Jeased them from' prison, w1qh the excepnon of Sunc
whom he retained as a hostage, and giving them
corn for which they had\come, he' caused the miopll
they paid him to be put in the mouths of thelq sacl
and sent them home, charg\nv them to bring back wi
them their younger brother,: Betgamm, as & proof

the truth of their asseltxons.\ i

. Q What followed ? Vb
A. Opening their sacks on the way home, Josepl
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thren were much troubled to find the gold therein;
Jing homg, they told their father all that had hap-

hed, and how. Simeon was kept s a hostage by the
ernor of . Egypt, until they should return with Ben-
in. * The old man was much gricved at what he
rd, and declared that he would never permit Benja- .

to leave him, fearing lest evil should befal him like
brother Joseph, ‘

. BQ.. Did Jacob keep this resolution? -

A. No; the following year, when all the corn
Fught from Egypt was eaten up, and the famine still,

tinucd, Jacob was forced to permit Benjamin to go
Wtl his brethren into Egypt, so that a fresh supply
ifsht be obtained, and their brother Simeon released
B prison.

Q. What did Joseph when they returned with Benjamin 2
‘T@A. He released Simeon.; invited them to eat at bLis
+ . i table, and treafed them with ‘marked distinction,
pecially Benjamin, his brother by the same mother; .
t when they were leaving, Joseph ordered. Lis silver
P to be placed in Benjamin’s sack, as he wished to
e his brethren-one more trial.

Q. How did Joseph’s brethren receive the honors paid them?
A. They were much astonished by the treatment
ey received, and knew not what to think of it; they
Bre still more amazed when, having gone a little way
their homeward journey, they were overtaken by a
ssenger from the governor of Egypt, charging them

S th having stolen his master’s silver cup. '
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Q. What happened then? ,
A. The sons of Jacob were sorely troubled by sud
an accusation, and told the officer to search their sacki

. saying, that if the %p were found in any of them, ti§
‘owner thereof should remain as the king's slave Thq

were all brought back as prisoners. < '
Q. What happened when the cup was found in Benjaf
sack ? :
A. His brethren were gricved beyond measure, g
onc of them, Juda, who had gone sccarity to their fnth
for the boy’s safe return, declared that he would remafl
in captivity in Benjamin's place, as he covld not bear §
, return without him to their aged father. 4

Q. What was the consequence? T
)( A. Joseph hearing this was so much aﬁ'ected th

he resolved to dxscover himsclf at once to his brethrel

" and sending all others from the room, he' told thef
that he was thcn' brother Joseph, whom they had sof
-into Egypt. Hearing this they were sorc afraid, by
“Joscph told them to fear nothing, for that in wh
had befallen him, he saw only the hand of God, wh

' had thus sent him before them into Egypt, to saj@

| them all from perishing by hunger.’ ¥

Q. What else did Joseph say?
A. He told ‘his brethren that five years ot' famx

were yet to come, and that they must return: home
bring their father, with their wives and
Clait that, was theirs, and settle in the
/bere he.would provide abundantly ;
ad that of their flocks and herds, -
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@ What did Pharaoh when he heard that Joseph's brethren
“Worrived, and that his father still lived in Canaan.?
. He commanded Joseph to send immediately for
father and all his kindred, promising that th‘cj
ild be well provided for in'Egypt. In order to ex-
te their journey, he ordered wagons to be sent for
women aud children.

. How did Jacob rcceive the intelligence that his son
h still lived?

. At first he refused to bclxem it, but on seeing the
ons and the rich presents sent him from Egypt, be
convinced, and being ~eager to see again lis most

lvcd “son, prepared.at once to sct forward on_his ff P

'ney. ;
What occurred to Jacoh, or Israel, on lis way to Egypt?
. 'He had offered sacrifices to the Lord, at a place
d Bersabee, when, baving fallen 4sleep, he had a
n, and heard the voice of God saying, “I am the
mighty God of thy father; fear not, go down iute
bt, for I will make a great nation of thee there.
B! 2o down with thee thither, and will bring thee-
again from thence; Joseph also sball put his:
s on thy eyes.” , _ .
What was the number of Jacob’s family when they en-
into Egypt ?
They numbered seventy souls.
Where did Joseph mcet his father?
| ITe met him at Gessen, the p)acc intended bv
h for the dwelling of his kindred, and of “hxch« T
b was put in possession by order of the ng;/
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- Q. Relate what passed between Jacob and the king ? i
A. When Joseph brought his father, the old shep-§
herd, to present him to the king, Jacob blessed Pha-§
raol, and the king asked him, “ How many are thc}
~days of the years of thy life ? ” and Jacob answered,}§
“The days of the years of my pilgrimage ate 2 hundred
and thirty years, few and evil; and they are not come§
L] up.to the days of the pilgrimage of my fathers.” :
it ,,»<,~ Q. How long did Jacob-live after going to dwell in Eéypt?
A, Scventeen years; lie was one hundred and forty-&
~ seveh years old when ‘he died, after blessing his sons
~and their descendants. 3
Q. To which of his sons did Jacob give his choicest and most]
gpecial blessing ? 2
A. To Juda and Joseph. To the former, he prom:|
ised “that his seed should hold dominion over all the >
others, and that from it shopdd spring the desired off
n xtlons, meaning the prormsecl Messxah To Joseph hef
assigned a double portion, ari ssed and adopted hisll .
two sons, more especially Ephmlrn the younger. - R
Q. /Why was it not to Reuben, his eldest son, that Jacob pro-
mised such great things ?
A. Because Reuben had forfeited hlS birthright by
s sins, ’ 9
Q. Did Joseph execute all his father's commands?
_.A. Yes, hehad his body embalmed after the manncrj
of the E«yptxans, and when the seventy days allotted§
for mourning had expired, he conveyed it with greai§
pomp to the land of Canaan, where it was_int -
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he side of Rachel’s grave, according to the patnarch'
Bt injunction,

I Q. What did Joseph's brethren fear, after their fathersdeathf
B A. They feared that Joseph would punish them for
Sheir former iniquity, now that their father was dead.
: Q. How did Joseph re-assure them?
A. He wept, and told them not to fear, for tb:.}
eat good, instead of evil, had come to him through
eir act, and that he-had been made the saviour of
Rany ; he also renewed his promises of protection te
$cm and their families. In this conduct of the holy
@htriarch Joseph, we find an admirable e\'tmple of that
Mvine virtue, forgiveness of ‘injuries, and ret.ummo

-@bod for ev1l . v

P

@ Q. What did Joseph prophesy to his brethren a little before
B death ?

& A. He prophesied that\Gf)d would visit them after
s death, and put them in possession of the Jand.,

diich he had promxsed to their fathers, Abraham,

Bac, and Jacob.

Q. What promisc did he require of them ?

" B That they would carry his bones with them when
My went to take possession of the promlsed land.

A Q. How old was Joseph at the time of lis death ?

FA. He was a hundred and ten years old, cighty
ars of which he had been governor of Egypt.

B Q What have you to remark of Joseph?
... A. That he is considered one of the types of our

vine Lord, of whom scveral arce found gmder the old

7
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lispensation.  The principal circumstances of Joseph’s
life correspond exactly, but of course figuratively, with
the life of our blessed Redeemer.

Q. What befel the children of Israel after Joscph's death ?

A. Pharaoh the friend of Joseph having died also,
there was a new king in Egypt,-and he being jealous §
of their rapid increase in numbers and in riches, treated
them with great severity, endeavoring to repress their
growth 2s a@ssiation, by thc heavy burdens he imposed

upon them.

Q. Did he succeed in weakening them by these means?

A. No, on the contrary, the more Pharaoh oppressed
them, the more a great deal did Almighty God prosper

d strengthen them,

Q. Whiat did Pharaoh do, on secing this? -

-A. TIe commanded the Egyptian midwives to kill
-all the male children of the Hebrews as soon as they
“.were born ; but finding that this crucl order was not

generally obeyed, he decreed that all the male childree
of the Hebrews should be drowned in the river.Nile.

Q. What remarkable Hebrew personage was rescued when-

un infant, from the waters of the Nile? )

A. Moses, whom the Lord had appointed. to be tba
. dcm crer of his people from Eoyptlan bondage.

Q. How was Moses preserved ? 3

»" A. His mother had succeeded in }udmg the infant-
for three months after Lis bxrth, but finding- that she

“could not much longer-hope to conceal hxm, she mads

a basket of bulrushes, which she carefully ccmented so
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as to keep out the water, and placed it, with her infant
in it, amid the long grass by the river side, sending his
sister to kecp watch over the child at a little distance.
The basket and its precious contents were discovered
by the king’s daughter, who had gone thither to bathe
with her 1na1dens, and by her pitying kindpeéss the
futurce law-giver of Israel was saved.

Q. What did the princess do, on discovering the clnld?
: A. She desired the sister of Moses, who then came
3 forward, to procure her a nurse, whereupon the girl
ran for. her mother, to whose care the infant'was en-
trusted, the princess adopting him as her son, and giv- "~
ing him the name of Moscs.

Q. Where did Moses spend the earlier portion of his life ?

§ A, The first forty years of his life he spent at the
court .of Pharaoh, where, as the adopted son of the
king’s daughter, he was instructed in all the learning
of the Egyptians, who were then, and for many ages
after, the most polished nation on the earth.

Q. What was the cause of his leaving Egypt ?

A. He fled from Egypt, fearing the wrath of Pha-
ach, becavse he had killed an Ef*vptl?n whom he saw
striking a Hebrew. 8

* Q. Whither did Moses retire ?

A. To the country of the Madianites, where he
found Jethro, a priest of the true God, to whom he |
attached himself, and having .married his daughter |
Sephora, had by her two sons, namcd Gersam and |
Eliczer.
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Q How long did Moses remain in Madian ?
A. He remained there forty years, when le .7
admonished from on high in a miraculous mannér t¢
- Teturn to Egypt.

Q. Relate the occurrence. |
A. Moses having charge of the flocks of Jethro, hig
father-in-law, had driven them far into. the - desert, if
the vicinity of Mount Horéb, when suddenly the Lord
appeared to hnn ina burmnw bush, and commanded
him to go back into Eavpt to deliver liis people frong
the hands of Pharaoh. f ‘ A

Q. Of what was this burning’ bush a type? -
't A, It was a type of the blessed Virgin, masmucﬂ :
as though all on fire with the brightness of God, who
was present-in it, it yet was not consumed. ;
Q. What answer did Moses make ? -
A. He said: “ Who am I, that I should bring. the]
children of Isracl out of Egypt?” He further aske: ;
“ What shall I say to the children of Israel, if, when I
tell them that the God of their fathers sent me, theyl®
should ask his'name ?” .
Q. What did God reply ? .
A. He replied: “I Am who Am. You shall sayg
to the children of Israel, * He who is hath sent’ mej
to you!” And again, “The Lord God of your fadl
thers, the God of Abraham, the: God of Isaac, and tlu
.God of Jacob, hath sent me to you.”
Q. Did Moses still hesitate? .
A, Yes; he still feared that the . Hebrew people
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- @ would not believe in the commission he had received,

but the Lord, to strengthen and encourage him, gava
@ him two miraculous signs.

Q. What were thesa signs ?

A. He told him to cast the rod he held in his hand’
3 upon the ground, when it was changed into a serpent;
then telling him to take it up by the tail, it became
again a rod. The Lord further commanded Moscs to
W put his hand into his bosom, when, drawing t,l, out, it
was covered with leprosy ; then, being told tb put it
anram in, his. bosom, it was healed. Hc added “If
@ they will not behe\e the former sign, they will believe
the latter; but if they will not believe cither, take
water out of the river, and pour it out, when it shall
be turned into b]ood' ?

Q. What did Moses still plead ?. :

A. That he was slow of speech and unﬁt to go npon
A such a mission. And God said to him : “ Who made
8 man’s mouth, or who made the dumb and the deaf, the
seeing and thc blind 2 did not L? Go, therefore, and
! will be in thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt
speak.”

Q. Did Moses still object ?

A. Yes; his humility was so great that he could
not be persuaded, even by God himself, of his fitness
to wndertake so important a iission, when the Lord,

& compassionating his weakness, told him that his bxothcr

& Adron, being more cloquent than he, should address

Mthe peoplc for hin, and that He himself w ould be with
. @both. )
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Q. What elsc did the Lord say to Moses? 2

A. He told bhim to take the rod in his hand, a
work. signs with it before Pharaob, and fo go withe
- fear, as all who sought his life were dead.

Q. Did Moses then consent ?
A. Yes, taking his wife and his two sons with him, )
returned to hgypt accompanied by his brother Aard
who met him on the way by the divine command.
Q. How old was Moses when he thus undertook the deliv )
" ance of the Hebrews? . ,
A, He'was cwhty ycars old.
Q. What did Moses :md Aaron first do when they returng
to Egypt ?
" A. They called together all the ancients of Israd
and Aaron told them all that the Lord bad said i
Moses, and he wrought the signs before all the peoplg

Q. Did the people believe?
A. They did; and falling down they adored the

Lord God of Isr acl who in mcrcy had visited his .
. ple.

Q. What did Moses and Aaron then do?

A. They went straight to the presence of the king
and told’ Tim ¢ © Thus saith the Lord ‘God of Israel
¢Let my people go, that they may sacrifice to me if
the desert.”” )

" Q. What was Pharaolt’ s\@nsuer"

A. “Who is the Lord, “that I should hear his voic§
and let, I\mel go? I know rot the Lord, neither slmll ;
. et Istacl go.
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; D. What did Aaroﬂ “then do? .

BA. In order to convinee Pharaoh of the power of
Hebrews, he cast the rod of Moses on the ground,

Mcn it was changed into a serpent.

‘ Q. Did this miracle convince the king ?

' @A. No; he called Bis magicians, and they casting .
Bir rods on the ground, they also became scrpent,;
Q). What followed ?

A. Aaron’s rod devoured those of the maﬂlcxans,
Bosc power was thus sct at nought.
23Q. Did Pharaoh still refuse to allow the Israclites to depart ?
§A. He did; and the oppression of the Israelites
! increasing, A&lmlght_y God smote the Egyptians

f=2 N

§th ten successive plagues, in order to compel Pha-

) ph to let his people go forth.

Q. What was the last of these plagues?
A. The death, in one night, of the first-born of

Hery Eoyptian family, from that of Pharaoh himself
M the humblest of his subjects, and likewisc the first-
Mrn of all beasts.
Q. Were the Israelitcs involved in this calamity ?
i \. No, they were miraculously preserved, by sprink-
@ with the blood of the Paschal Lamb the upper
@ side door-posts of their dwellings.
. How was the memory of this wonderfal dehv;r:mce per-
i uated amongst the Hebrews?
MA. By the yearly observance of the festival called
Mc pasch or passover ; this festival is still. solemnised
the Jews in cvery part of the world. By Chnst;ans '
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it is regarded as-the type of the great pasch of thy
New Law, the adorable sacrament of Christ’s body ang
blood, as the Paschal Lamb was itself a figure of ouf
divine ' Redeemer, through whose blood mankind i
alone saved-from perdltlon.

Q. What effect had this awfil visitation on the Egyptxms? 9

A, When at midnight the cry of death went fort]
all over Egypt, Pharaoh and . his people, in their morf
tal terror of the Hebrews’ God, urged Moses to deparff
immediately with the children of Israe] and &ll tha
belonged to them. "All that they asked of gold, silve
and raiment was likewise given them, in order to expy
dite their depax’ture, and propitiate their terrible God.§

Q. What was then the number of the Hebrew people 7 o

A. Six hundred thousand men they m’trched out of
Egypt, besides women and children. '

Q. What did they carry with them ? :

:A. The bones of the holy patriarch Joscph, whi
accordmg to his dying injunction, théy weant to burg
in the land of Canaan, with those of his father Jaco
and his mother Rachel. 3

Q. How long had the race of Israel sojourned in Egypt?

A. Four bundred and thirty years, reckoning fromgl, -

_ the time of Abraham’s first going thither, when calle§
to leave his home and kindred in Mesopotaia.

Q. In,wﬁaﬁ year did this event take place ?
A. In the year of the world, 2453,
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FOURTH EPOCH,

ROM THE DELIVERANCE OF THE JEWS OUT O EGYPT, COM.
M MONLY CALLED THE JEWISH EXODUS, TO THE FOUNDATION
9 UF SOLOMON'S TEMPLE.

Q. What command did God give the Iraclites on their de-

rture from Egypt.
A. To solemnisc every year the feast of the passover

xemembrance of their deliverance from Egyptian
Bondage, and to consecrate to hlm their first-born sons,
‘$hd the first-born of every beast. ©
:  Q. How did God conduct the Israelites through the desert?
A. By a pillar of cloud which moved before thert
ring the day, and a pillar of fire during the!night.

- Q. Did Pharaoh repent of having allowed them to depart? -
A. He did, and assembling a mighty army of -horseé}
d foot, with six hundred chariots, he set out in pursi

¥ the children of Israel.

@ Q. Where were the Israelites when they found Pharaoh ap-
oaching ? -
A. They were encamped on the banks of the Red
W2, Which lay between them and the Land of Promise.
o@ihey were terrified by the sight of the Egvptian army
vancing rapidly, and began to murmur against Moses
i having led them out into the desert.
Q. How did Moses act in this trying(‘emergency? i
¥ A. He told the people not to fear, for that God was
fpout to work great wonders on their behalf,
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Q. What happened then? .

- A. The angel of the Lord who had hltherto gmdc
the children of Isracl, in their march through tl
desert, moved to the rear and stood between them an
the Egyptian hosts, while Moses, by the command of
God, stretched his rod over the sea, and immediitei
the sea dividing, left a dry passage, through which th
Hebrews marched, the water standing like a wall off,
sither side,

Q. What then befel the Egyptians?

A. Taey rushed forward at Pharaol’s blddm
between the walls of water, expecting to cross the Re
Sea by the passage that had been-opened for the flyin
Icbrews ; bat nosooner had. the host of Israel reache]
the farther shore in safety, than the Lord commandej
Moses to stretch his rod again over the sea, and imj
wmediately the waters closing in, buried in their depth§
the Egyptian king with his mighty army. .

Q. What was ‘the first act of Moses and the Israelites off
reaching the farther shore? -

A. Their first act was to sing, with one accord i
* canticle of praise to God; in which Miriam, the sistc§
of Moses, joined, with all the womien of Isracl. 7

Q. What was the next remarkable occurrence in the progres}§
of -the Israclites through the desert ? ;

- A. The people having marched three days withoug
ﬁndmg any water to drink, came to a place called Mar:
where water was to be had, but it was bitter to the tastej
they then began to murmur, reproaching Moses,
before, with having led them out to die in the desert.§

/

/
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Q. What did Moses? ] . :
A. He prayed God to assist him, and +was by him
rected to a tree, the \vogd/efﬁfl{h,when thrown .. *

Bto the water, rendered it sweet.

‘ Q. “What was the nest prodigy wrought for the people of
rael ? T
‘A. They had reached the desert of Sin, when they
gan to murmur, as usual, against Moses and Aaron,
cause they had no bread. Then Moses and Aaron -
omised them that the Lord would provide food for
hem in abundance. That same evening a vast multi-
de of quails covered the camp, and on the following
orning, the ground all around was covered with a
hite substance called manna which had fallen from
he Leavens during the night; this the Israelites, by

e command of Moses, formed into delicious bread.

& Q. How long were the children of Israel fed Wwith this
aona?: . ) :

@ A. Forty years: that.is to say, till they cat of the
#brn of the promised land. :

Q. Were the Tsraelites grateful for this heavenly food ?

B A. For a time they were, but they soon became dis
Wtisficd at having nothing else to eat, and thought
Qlith greedy longing of the flesh-pots of Egypt.

Q.. Of what was the manna a type?
_ A. Of t‘he_ blessed sacrament of Christ’s love, the
a@iorable Eucharist, wherein he gives us the truc bread

't. flom heaven.




Israel while in the desert ?
A. When they were suﬁ'ermsz from the want {
water in the deeert of Raphidim, Moses was command

rod, and 1mmcd1ately a plentlfu] stream issued from tly
hard rock.

Q. What remarkable circumstance took place cn arother od
casion, when the people murmured for want of water?

A. Moses being commanded to strike a rock, strucl
it twice with his rod, whereat God was angry, becaus
he had seemed to doubt that water would come on th
first stroke. In punisbment of his momentary hesit
tion, or want of confidence, the Lord told him and
Aaron that they should not lead the peoplc into thd
land of promise.

Q. What people atta(_ked the Israelites in the desert?
"A. The Amalekites, a warlike people, whom they
‘overcame by the prayers of Moses. “

* Q. Can you tell how this occurred ?

A. Moses remained on a hill at a little distance
holding the miraculous rod upraised between hi
hands; it was observed that when his hands sank lowed
from fatigue, the Amalekites seemed to prevail, whercf
upon Aaron and Hur held them up until the bat#
tle was gained by the Israelites, and the enemy puff
to flight. -

Q. When and where did God give his law to the Israclites? §
A, In the third month after their going forth from;
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pt, the law was given them from the top of Mount . .

hai, amid thunder and lightning that struck the peo-
9B with fear. This was in the design of God, to fill
@ with awe of his almighty power, and make them
pad the consequences of disobedience. With the
nd of trumpet, the Lord himsclf proclaimed his Ten
Brmandments.
Q. What did the people in their terror?
A. Lying prostrate on the ground, afraid to raise
pir eyes, they begged of Moses to speak alone with
bd, and that they would faithfully observe the Com-
hndments transmitted through him. They could not,
ar to hear the voice of God, or behold the awful
lendor of the scene. >

B Q. Did Moses go tp accordingly to the mountain ?

A. He did, and remained there in communion with

pd forty days and forty mghts, during which he nei-

er ate nor drank. -
Q. How were.the people engaged during his absence ?

A. They already forgot the invisible God who
d wrought such wonders for them, and compelled
ron, to make them of the ornaments worn by their
ves and daughters, 2 golden calf, t » worship as an
l, around which they danced and sang, crying,
hese be thy Gods, O Isracl, that brourrht thee out
the land of Egypt!” Thus were they oc\,aplod when

M oses descended from the mountain® with the law of

Mod, written on two tables of stone. ‘

Q. What did Moses on sesing this shaneful sight ?

A. He threw down the tables of fthe law, which
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were broken to pieces in the fall. The idol he' seize

and having Druised and beaten it to powder, so as

show the unhappy idolaters what manner of idol th
had been worshipping, he put the powder into water, ¢
which he made the people drink. Then sternly x
buking Aaron for conniving at their wicked folly,
called on all who still remained faithful to the Lord,
range themselves beside hir. '

Q. Who were they that did so?

A. The whole tribe of Levi, to which Mosés an -

Aaron belonged.

Q. What did Moses then do? ‘

A. Te commanded the sons of Levi to draw the
swords, and march through the camp to and fro, puf
ting to death every soul they met on their way.

Q How many of tlie idolatrous Hebrews perished ¢
day?

A. About twenty-.three thousand. These were sLn
to expiate the sin of all. "

Q. What did Moses then do? .

A. He prostrated himself before God, beseeching hin
to pardon the sins. of his people, and renew his tov
nant with them,

Q Did God hear his supphcatlon? ]

"A. He Jid; and commanded him to hew two othef
tables of stone, and to take them up to the mountair
where the finger of God again wrote the Command§
ments, and Méses remained forty days and forty mg\h
as before.
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Q What change was visible in Moses aftcr this his second

bcont from ihe mountain? :

A. His face shone with such resplendent bright-
that the people feared to look upon him, and he

rered his face with a veil, which he wore ever after,

ept when he went to communicate w1th God in the

bernacle. :

Q. What was the first act of Moses on commv down from the

unt ?
A. To have the pcople commence the Ark of the

prenant and theé Tabernacle, according to the direc-
ns given him by God.
Q. What was the Ark of the Covenant ?
A..It was a box composed of the most precious
ods, covered within and- without with the purest gold.
it were kept the ten Cominandments, or the new
enant of God with men.
(& What was the Tabernacle ? ]

- A portable tent, all’ covered with the richest
ffs. It was divided into two parts, the inner of
ich was called the Holy of Ilolies, and in it was
ced the Ark of the Covenant.
Q. Wkat tribe was appointed by God to take charge of the
Bbernacle, and all that belonged to the divine service?
MWA. The tribe of Levi, whom-God set apart for him-
, instead of the first-born of all the tribes of Israel.
Q. Whom did God choose from the tribe of Levi to minister
im as priests ?

. He cuose Aaroa and his sons to be his pnestn

ever. >
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Q. Were the priests distinguished by any particular dres

A. Yes, the Lord himsclf gave particular direct
for making the priestly vestments, some of which s
comimon to all the priests, others to be worn onl
the high priest.

Q. Who were Nadab and Abihu, and what was their offe

A. Nadab and- Abihu were the sons of Aa
priests like himself; their offence was, offering strs
firc in their censers, instead of that prepared . for
purpose. ‘

Q. What was their punishment ?

A. They were instantly struck dead by fire f
heaven and, by the command of Moses, their bo
were thrown outalde the camp, clothed as they w
_in their priestly garments ; moreover, their father
their brethren were not permitted to mourn for thd

Q. Where was sacrifice alone to be offered ?
A. Before the door of the Tabernacle, aLd by
hands of the priest. -

Q. When the children of Israel resumed their march foi
promised land, did they cease to murmur against God ?.

- A. No, they relapsed again and again into the sfig
state of discontent; on one of these occasions, a
was sent from. heaven that consumed a great num
Mary, or Miriam, the sister of Moses, was strid
with - leprosy for the same offence, but was healed
the prayer of Moses, after seven days’ banishment fi§
the camp. :
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D. What did Moses as tbe Israelites approached the pro-

He sent thither twelve spies to bring him back a
ription of the country, and what they saw there,

b, What followed ?

p. Although the spics gave a most fm orable ac.

nt of the ]and its beauty and fertility, they all ex-
two, Josue and Caleb, represented the inbabitants
most fierce and formidable people, which so fright-

d the timid children of Israel that they feared to
r the land of promise, declared they would rather
in the wilderness, and talked of returmn« to Eaypt.

P. What did the Lord then threa.,en ?
\. In punishment. of their obstinacy and ingrati-
, he threatened. to slay the entire people by pesti-
¢, but at the intercession of Moses, he forgave them,
demning them, nevertheless, to wander forty years in
desert, adding that none of them save two, Josue
Caleb, should enter the 'land of promise, but that
- children should take possession &zﬁ it.
D. How were the ten spies punished who had given a false
punt of the state of things in the promised land ?
. They were pumshed by sudden death.
. Did the Israehtes, repenting of their follx attempt to en~
he promised land ?
A. They did, but actmrr contrary to. the dcclared
of God, they were defeated w;th great slanghte;.

Core, a Levite, with Dathan and Abii‘qa-éf the
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tribe of Reuben, and two hundrcd and_fifty of
chief men of Israel, came together, and demand
know why Moses and Aaron assumed to themselvi@
great power over the people.

Q. What did Moses to quell their sedition ?
~ A. He rebuked Core, for that he being a L@
should murmur at a distinction which did honor t
whole tribe ; he sent for Dathan and Abiron, but
refused to obey the summons; he then ordered

- with his two hundred and fifty adherents, to comd
ward ‘nest day with their censers in their handsfs

that Aaron also being present with his censer the
wonld show whom he had chosen for the pricstly ofl.

Q. What was the result?

A. When Core and his followers assemb]ca next
and the two hundred and fifty offered incense, a
from heaven consumed them ail, and the carth ope
under thé tents of Core, Dathan, and Abiron, {
were swallowed up alive with all that belonrred to il
except the sons of Core, who not having JOlneCl i
father's schism, were miraculously presery ed. '

Q. Did the effects of Core's schism-end here?’

A. No, on the following day, the people acal
Moses and Aaron of having caused the death o
who verished on the previous day, whcleupon the
sént down fire from heaven which destroyed four
thousand seven hundred persons, and was only stoy
in its destructive fury by Aaron offering incense.
praying between the Imn« and the dead
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What punishment was inflicted by God's command on an
lite who was found gathering wocd on the Sabbath day ?
. He was stoned to death, fur his violation of the
of - God.

For what offence was another man stdb\éd todeath?
f. For having blasphemed the holy,;name of God,
rary to the second commandment,

What do all these examples teach us?
. They teach us how wicked it is to violate the Jaw
od, and how t?éble the punishment due to sin.

What were the ‘chief festivals of the Mosaic law ?

M. First, the Pasch; celebrated during the first
th, in commemoration of the deliverance from
ptian bondage ; secondly, the feast of Tentecost,,
days after the Pasch,as a remembrance of the giv-
of the .law on Mougt Sinai; thirdly, the feast of
rnacles, in the seventh mouth, in remembrance of
ime spent by the children of Israel in the desert j~__
hly, the Sabbath, kept on the seventh day of each
i, as 2 memorial of the Lord’s mysterious rest
creating the world in six days.

~

How did God confirm the priesthoed to Aaron and his

. He commanded Moses {0 have the prince of cach
give in a rod marked with his name; these rods
placed over night in the Tabernacle. Next day

n the people were all assembled, Moses went into the

ernacle and brought forth the rods, when that of
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Aaron was found covered with leaves, blossoms, $8
fruit. This was the sign whereby the Lord had pri@.
ised to distinguish the tribe- and the family whom
would have to serve at his altars.

Q. What did the Lord command Moscs ‘to-do_with Aarg
rod ? X
A. He commanded him to place it in the Tabernag
as a perpetual memorial to the children of Israel t}
he had chosen Aaron and his sons for the pnestho i

Q. Where did Aaron die?

“A. He died on Mount Hor, on the borders of
land of Edom, in the fortieth year of the Jewish ey
dus, and the hundred and twenty-third of his agl
When he was about to die, Moses went up with him af

his cldest son Eleazer to the top of the mountain, a
stripping Aaron of the priestly garments, he plad
them on Eleazer, whom he then prescnted to the pe
ple as the successor of Aaron.

Q. Did the pecple murmur again after the death of Aaron?

A. They did; and in punishment of their ingraf
- tude, the Lord sent amongst them fiery serpents th
bit and killed a great number of persons.

Q. How were they delivered from these fiery serpents?

A. By the prayer of Moses, who, on their acknow
edging their -fault, besought God to have mercy o
them the Lord hearing his prayer, commanded higll
to make a'brazen serpent and sct it up in the sight d
all ‘the people, that by looking on it they that werld
bitten should be healed.
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3@ Of what was this brazen serpent a figure ? .
d prg8. It was a very striking figure of Jesus Christ, out " -
homflcemer, on the cross, for by him the health of thé
is restored ; and it is by raising’ our eyes to Him
sin, the bite of the infernal serpent, is healed.

). Were the Israelites allowed to take peaceable possession
Thadghe landof promise, at the end of their forty years’ wandering ~
el tifllhc desert? -~

A. No; the Edomites would not allow them to pass

pugh their country, and they were successively at-

ked by the other pagan nations who dwelt along
borders of the desert. By the divine assistance,
Pever, they overcame all their enemies ; and Balak,
Wo of Moab, sent Balaam, a false prophet, to curse

m, hoping thereby to deter them from marching

ard. :

). What followed ?

. Balaam was on his journey to do the bidding of

king of Moab, when the ass on which he rode sud-

ly spoke, and asked him why he beat her for not

ng on and throwing herself on the ground, since it

s through fear of an angel who stood in the way
h a drawn sword,

Q. Did Balaam seo the angel ? :
- e did, when the ass spoke, but not before.

. What happened then ? .
A: Balaaim prostrated himself before the angel, and
¥owledged his fault, declaring his willingness to re-
n, but’the‘nngel permitted him to continue his jour -
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ney, on'.condition that he spoke dply what things we
commanded him to speak.

Q. Did Balaam curse the Israeliles?

A. No; he was forced to blesy, instead of cursing
themn, and prophesicd that the Messiah should com
from amongst them; that a star should arisc out of
Jucob, and a sceptre spring up from Isracl. -

Q. What further took place in connectivn with the Moabites]

A. By the advice of Balaam, the king of the Moa
bites succeeded in drawing the Israclites into idolatry.
by inducing them to take wives from amongst his peo
ple; in punishment of this grievous crime, twenty-fom
thousand Israclites were struck dead.

Q. How was the remnant of the people saved ?

A. By the courage and fidelity of Phinecas, son of
Llcazer, the high priest, with twelve thousand men cho-
sen by Moses ﬂom the twelve tribes; these attacked
the idolatrous Moabites, whom they ut’ceb y extermi-
nated.

Q. To what tribes did Moses give the country of Moab, and
- the other Jands gained by conquest east of the Jordan ? .

A. He gave them to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and
‘the half tribe of Manasses (son of Joseph), on condition
that they assisted their brethren to take possession of
the promised land.

Q. What command did God give the Israehres, througl
Mosss, on their entering vue promlsed land?

A. To make no alliance with any of the mhalnt'mt:
whom they were utterly to exterminate, to break their
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ols, and cut down the groves which _were the scenes -

their pagan rites,

Q. When and where did Moses die ?

R A. He died on Mount Nebo, within sight of the
omised land, just when the Israclites were about to

MRter and possess it. He was not permitted- to enter

but only to see it from a distance, in punishment of

at some might think the trifling fault of stnkmv the

ck twice, as elsewhele related.

Q. What did Moses prophésy before his death? - .

A. He prophesiced the coming of the Messiah.

Q. Whit had Moses written ?

A. He bad written the history of the world and of
lc Jewish people up to that time, and placed the Qatcrcd

ord in the Ark of the Coverant.

Q. Whom did God appoint to succeed Moses, and to lead hlS
pple across the Jordan to the land of promise 7

A. He appointed Josue, a faithful Levite, who had
rved in the Tabernacle from his carly youth, and had
en ore of the twelve sent forty years beforc to view
c promised land.
RQ How did the people of Israel cross the Jordan?

A. In the sam& miraculous manner they had before
pssed the Red Sea. By God’s command, the priests,

irying the Ark, moved two thousand cubits in ad- -

ce of the people, and according as the priests touched

water it divided, leaving a dry passage; when the

iests reached the middle of the river, they stood still

h the Ark till all had passed over, and as soon as”
6

L
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the Ark was carried to the river’s bank, the waf
flowed again into its wonted channcl.

Q. What monument did Josue cause to be erected in remd
brance of this prodigy ?

A. He caused twelve Iarge stones to be taken fig
the spot whereon the priests had stood in the mid
of the river, and piled together in the midst of
camp, at Galgal in the land of promisec.

Q. What place in that country was first taken by the Isr
ites? E

" A. The city of Jericho.

Q. How was it taken?

A. By the same miraculous interposition of -div
power. The Israelites were instructed to march in pj
cession once a day for six days around the city,
priests bearmg the Ark, and on the seventh day
march seven times around it,-and shout at a given
nal. All this being done accordingly, as t.hey shou
and blew their trumpets the walls of Jericho fell to
ground, and they entered without difficulty.

Q. Were all the inhabitants put to death?

A. All, except a2 woman named Rahab, with §
family, she having saved the lives of the spies sent
view the place.

Q. What remarkable circumstance occurrcd at the taking|
Hai?

A. The Israelites, on attacking it, were at ﬁrst
feated with some loss, and when Josue complained
prayer that God had forsaken his people, the Almigh
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Id him that it was because of the sin of one man,
ho was to be found out by lot next day, and burned,
th all that belonged to him,

Q. Who was this man, and what was his offence ?

A. His name was Achan, a man of thetribe of Juda
d his offence was that, in violation of the express
bmmandment of God, he had secretly saved for him-
If at the taking of Jericho, a scarlet robe with some
bld and silver, whereas all that belonged to the idola-
rs should have been destroyed. Being found out by
t be confessed his crime and was put to death, as God
ad directed.

Q. Was the city then taken?

A. Yes, the Lord, appeased by the dcath of Achan,
plivered it to the Israelites, and permitted them, more-
yer, to divide its spoils among them.

Q. What did Josue afler the taking of Hai?

A. He built an altar of unhewn stone, and offered on
holocausts and peace offerings as Moses had com-
handed, wrote the law on stone, and divided the coun-
y into two districts for the people, placing the Ark
b the midst, then repeated- for them all the blessings
at should come upon them if they remained faithful
b the law of him who had done such great things for
hem, and the curses that should follow their infidelity.

Q. Did the native inhabitants of the land of Canaan subm:t
ietly to the Israclites .

A. No, they all leagued against them, thh the single
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exception of the Gabaonites, who submitted, and w
made by Josue the servants of the Israclites.

Q. Were the other idolatrous nations displeased with |
Gabaonites for thus submitting to the Israelites?

A. They were, and combining their forces once mo
they made war on the Gabaonites, who sent word
Josue, and that great leader marched to their assi
ance.

Q. What great miraele occurred during this battle?

A. As the day was well spent, and the victory n
yet complete, Josue ordered the sun to stop in I
course ; the sun obeyed, and stood still in the heave
till Josue had routed the enemny, and cut them
picces.

Q. Was Josue successful in'all his undertakings-?
A. Yes, he was so successful that in five years aft:
crdss_ing the Jordan, he had conquered all the hosti
“nations and the children of Isracl rested in peac
Josuc then divided the land amongst the nine tribg
and the half tribe of Ephraim,

Q. Why was the land divided only amongst nine and a i ‘
of the twelve tribes ?

A. Because two and a half were already settleflf
beyond the Jordan, and the tribe of Levi had no lar
apportioned to it, being set apart for the service of God
and supported by the joint offerings of the oth
tribes.

Q. How did Josue reward the two and a half tribes frof
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ond the Jordan, who had assisted their brethren to ¢onquer
‘promised land ?
. He sent them home thh rich presents to their

i 1hes and possessions.

b

Q. What did they do on reaching their possessions?

A. They built a high altar as a testimony that they
Jd the tribes beyond the Jordan were one and the
nc.people.

Q. How old was Josue when he died, and lxow long had he
verned the people of Israel 7

A. Josuc was a hundred and ten years old when he
pd, and he had governed the Israelites twenty-five

ars.

Q. Whom. (hd God appoint to lead the Israelites to battle,
er the death of Josue ?

A. He appointed Caleb, prince of the tribe of Juda,
brave and faithful man, who had been sent with
bsue, by Moses, to view the promised land.

Q. How long did the Israelites remain faithful to the Lord
er the death of Ji osuga? ,
A. They remained faithful to the Lord, and to

beir promise solemnly given to Josue at his death, so
ng as the ancients lived amongst them who had seen
e great wonders of the Lord, but after the death of
JRose venerable men they fell into idolatry like the
ghtions by whom they were surrounded. .

Q. What was the consequence of their falling into 1dolatry?
A. They were visited ‘with many temporal calami-
es, amongst others by a fierce civil war, in which the
[
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trib-s of Benjamin was nearly cxterminated, and aboflla.
one hundred thousand Israelites were cut off 5 th
were also~grievously oppressed by the surrvoundi
nations. :

Q. By what crime had the Benpmltcs incurred the sped
displeasurc of God ?

A. By entering into a league with the idolatrol

Jebusites, for the rebuilding of Jerusalem, burned b
Caleb, afler a great victory over that people. T}
city had fallen to the lot of the Denjamites who e
tered, as we have said, into a Jeague with the p(.ople q
the country for its re-building.

.Q. What form of government did God appoint for the Israel
. ites after they then returned from idolatry ?
A. He appointed wise and venerable men, calle@

judges, to rule over Isracl.

Q. Who were the principal of these judges?

A, The principal of these judges were, Gideo
Jephta, Samson, Heli and Samuel.

Q. What remarkable person did the Lord raise up about thi
time to deliver the Israelites ?

A. Deborah, the prophetess, who judged Isracl forty
vears. She had for her general, Barac, a valiant war
rior of the tribe of Nephtali, who, with the sublimg
inspiration of Deboral’s prophetic spirit, conquered all
the encmies of Israel.

Q. Who wasgldeon?

A. He was a man of the tribe of Manasscs, of ham;
ble origin, but wise and valiant.

- .
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2 What command did Gideon receive from God ?

A. To destroy the altar of Baal, and cut down the
ve that surrounded it, and to offer holocausts to
1 Ratha

Q. What did the idolaters of that place When they discovered
<t Jay what Gideon had done? ‘
A. They assembled in great numbers, and going tc
deon’s house, demanded that his father should give
fm up, that they might put him to death as an ex-
ation of his crime against their God Baal.

Q. Did Gideon’s father consent to give him up?

A. Noj; he refused to do so, saying, “Let Baal re-

nge hlmself if he be able.”  On this account, Gideon
as surnamed Jerobaal.

Q. What remarkable c‘ir"umstance occurred on one occasion
hen Gideon was goirg forth with the Israelites to encounter a
uch larger force of idolaters ?

A. He besought God to give him as a sign’ of vie-
ry that the fleecc he laid on the ground might be
tarated with dew, whilst the ground about it remained
ry. He found in the morning that his prayer had
cen granted ; but desiring yet another proof, he beg-
ed of God that next morning the fleece might be dy,

d the ground wet, which was also done as he de-
ired, - ' : °

Q- What did Gideon then do?

A. Being fully assured by these two mlracles that
ie God of Israel would assist his people, he fearlessly
ed his army against the enemy’s host.
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Q. Did God permit Gideon to take his whole army, 32,04
strong ?

A. No; being desirous to show the Israelites ths
it was not- by their own strength they conquered, bi
by his omnipotent power, he only permitted three hu

_dred men to follow Gideon to the field, and this liti)
band routed the immense army of the pagans withof"
a blow, but merely by the continued sounding of thej
trumpets, their battle-cn}@ bemg, “The sword of thig
Lord and Gideon.” .

Q. What is related of Jephta, one of the Judf*es?

A. When called by God to lead the army of Israd
against the Ammonites and Philistines, he vowed tha
lf he obtained a victory, he would offer as a holocaug

" to the God of battles the first who should. come fort}
from his house to meet him on his return.

Q.. What was the result ?

A. He defeated the enemy with great slaurrhter, andl
returning home, it was his only daughter who camy
forth to meet and welcome him; in fulﬁ]ment of his
vow, he was forced to offer her in sacnﬁce to thg
Lord, the price of his great victory. .

Q. Who was the next remarkable person that ruled Israel 2
judge?

- A. Samson, of the tribe of Dan, who was consecratel
to God from his birth, and was a man of great strength
Samson judged Isracl twenty years.

Q. ’What were the most famous exploits of Samson ?
™ A. On one occasion he encountered a furious Jion,
and, though wholly unarmed, tore. him to pieces. At

*
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other time, when surrounded by an army of Philis-
es, he- seized the jaw-bone of an ass, and slew a
ousand of the enemy, putting the remainder to flight.
another occasion, when the Philistines had offered
me new insult to the people of -God, Samson caughi
QPree hundred foxes, and tying ll«rhted torches J,o
Heir tails, sent them in amongst the corn and vine-
rds of the Philistines.
Q. How did Samson die?
A. Being wickedly betrayed into the hands of the
Jhilistines, and having lost his strength by the cutting
his hair while he slept, he was imprisoned, and had
As his hair -grew, however, his
rength returned, and being brought forth by the
hilistines for the amusement of the company assem-
fed in a vast hall, be laid hold of two of the great

Let me die with the Phlhstmes ” he shook the plL
ifhrs, the roof fell, and Samson, with three thousand of
¢ enemy, was buried under the walls,

Q. Who ruled Tsrael after the death of Samson ?
A. The high priest Heli.
Q. What have you to relate of Heli ?
A. Heli was remarkable for his picty and virtue; but
Me had two sons, Ophni and Phinees, who became, by
ie too grcat indulgence of their father, very depraved,
nd gave grievous scandal to the people of Israel.

Q. Was God displeased tvith Heli for his criminal indulgence ¢
‘A. He was; and in punishment thereof, he per
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‘mitted-the Jewish army to be utterly defeated ; the soq
of Heli, who carried the Ark, to be slain, with thin

. thousand Israelites, and the Ark itself to fall into ti

hands of the Philistines. On hearing these dismal ti

ings, the aged Heli fell backwards, and broke his nec

being then ninety-eight sears old. b
- Q. What became of the Ark?

A. It was placed by the Philistines in the temple
Dagon, but next day they found their idol broken of
the ground. The Philistines were, at the same time
so grievously afflicted by the hand of God, that thej
were glad to get rid of the Ark, and sent it back &
the Israclites. It was placed in the house of a LevitJi
named Aminadab, upon whose family it drew down a
manner of blessings. :

Q. Who was the last judge of Israel ?

A. The prophet Samuel; who had, like Samson, beey
consecrated to God from his youth. IHe governedflls
Israel with great wisdom, acting q»ex in accordanc
w1th the Spirit of God

Q. Who ruled in Israel after Samuel ? \

A. Saul, the first king of “Isracl. &/‘

Q. Why did the pecople desire to have
f1dges ?

- A. When Samuel had become very old the govern
ment devolved on his two sons, who administered jus|
tice unfairly, and took bribes for their decisions, where
upon the people began to demand a king to rule over
them as other nations had.

\kings instead of
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Q. Was God pleased with their demand ? :
A. Noj; he commanded Samuel to represent to them
ow much greater and more despotic would be the
Wower of a king, and how heavily he might oppress
em ; but finding that-they still persisted, he instructed
Eamucl to anoint Saul, son of Cis, of the tribe of Ben-
hmin, as their first king. Samuel then assembled the
Beople to draw lots for the sovereignty, when the choice

Il on Saul. .
Q. Was Saul’s reign prosperous ? i
W A. The first three years were very prosperous. He
flefeatod the Aminonites and the Philistines, also the
Amalekites, but having, contrary to the cxpress com-
mand of God, ‘spared Agag, the king of the Amale-
cites,- with the finest of. the flocks of that| people,
Bamuel announced to him that he wasrcjected. by God,
bd that his family should not continue to reign in

[srael. .

Q. What remarkable words did Samuel make usc of on that
ccasion ? ) -

A. Saul having said, in order to excuse himsclf, that
he bad only kept the flocks of the Amalekites for the
purpose of offering them in sacrifice, Samuel declared
to him that obedience was better than sacrifice, and
repeated the decree of God against him and his family.

Q. What command did God give to Samuel whilst he
mourned for the sin of Saul ?

A. He commanded him to’go to Bethlehem, and
anoint as king, a youth named David. the voungest of
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seven brothers, of the tribe of Juda, who was found b
the prophet tending his father’s sheep. "Him diff,
Samuel anoint as king, and the Spirit of God forsakin®d,
Saul, came upon Dav ld

Q. What affliction then befel Saul? ' ‘

A. He was seizc‘gl with an evil Spirit, which only th
sound of music could soothe, and David being recom
mended as an excellent player on the harp, was serf_
for, and so charmed the king by the harmony of mus}
that he made him his armor—bcarcr

Q. What great exploit was achieved by David soon after thi
appomtment ?

A. When the army of the Philistines and that d
the Israelites, lay encamped opposite cach other, pre
paring for a decisive battle, a Philistine named Goliah, 4
man of gigantic size, advanced betwecen the two armies
and scornfully challenged any man amongst the Israck
ités to meet him in single combat, and thus decide thejlk:
contest. This challenge he repeated for forty days,
and, no one having courage to accept it, Saul proposcif;
to give his danghter in marriage to him who would cn-
counter the giant Goliah. Thereupon David accepted
the challcn(fe, fought with Goliab, and killed lum,
though armed only w:th a sling.

Q. What did David say when Goliah, seeing him advance, ridi-
culed his youth, and the simple weapon that was his cnly defence’

A. David said, “ You come to me, trusting in your
armor, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of
.Hosts,”
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M. How did David slay Goliah ?
A Putting a stone in his sling, he struck the glang
the forehead, when he fell to the ground, and David
t off his head, sceing which the whole army of the
bilistines fled in dismay. -
] Q.,IIow did Saul requite this great sorvies ?
. He requited it ty the blackest ingratitude, and
" so filled with envy by the fame David had acquired
‘Bt he scught occasion to put him to death.
Q- Were Saul's family ail actuated by ihe same fecling to-
rds David ?
A. No, Jonathan, the son of Saul, loved David as a
ther, and they swore perpetual friendship to cach
1cr,
. 'PQ Did.Baul give David his daughter in marriage, accor;:ling,
promise ?
A. He did, but not his eldest daughter, whom he
aried to another, and it was only after several extra-
inary feats of valor that David succeeded in ob-
buing the hand of Michol, the younger danghter ofi
ul. :
Q. Did Saul then become reconciled to David ? N
A. No, ke still secretly plotted against his life, ser
2t David lad many narrow escapes from the emis.
rics of his vindictive father-in-law.
Q. Did David cherish the same hatred towards Saul?
A. No, David, being a man after God's own heart,
tied Saul, instead of hating him, and took-cvery.op-- .
réunity that offered of returning him good for evik..
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Q. Mention one instance of David's msguanimous forgirg
.nens ? ?

A At one time Saul happened to enter alone a car
«where David lay concealed with his followers, wi
'ureed him to kill his enemy and thus get rid of biy

2t onee, but David would not suffer them to lay hand
ou the Lord’s anointed, and merely cut off a sma
;picce of the king’s garment, which, calling after hi
she shewed, in order to prove that he bore Lim noi
‘will.  This was not the only occasion on which Davi
saved the life of Saul, whom he knew to be his dead)y
fue. i

Q. Did this generous conduct on the part of David softe
Saul towards him ?

A. No, he still pursued him with unrelenting ani
mosigy, o that David was at length obliged to tald
refuze with Achis, king of the Philistines.

. Q. How did Saul die?
A. He died fighting against the Philistines, he and
Lis two sons, at the famous battle of Gilboe.

Q. Tlow was David affected by the news of Saul’s death ?

A. e was much grieved, and ordered the man wli
-brought the news, to be put to death, because he said
‘Lic had killed Saul, hoping to please David.

Q. Was-David.acknowledged as king by all the Israelites?

.A. No, for the space of over seven years, he was em
gaged in a contest with Isboseth, a son of Saul, whi
was made king, by Abner, general of Saul's .army.
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Wsboseth and Abner being both slain, however, David
as acknowledged as king by all the peop]e.

Q. Who was general of David’s army? - :

A.-Joab, a brave and loyal man, but harsh and im.
erious even to his king.

Q. What place did David choose for his royal residence ?

A. The castle of Sion, in Jerusalem, which he had
efore taken from the Jebusites; around this strong-
;ifihold he built a city which he called the city of David.
'l Q. Did David overcome the Philistines ?

" A. Yes, by the assistance of God he gained a de-
cisive victory over them, so that they were never able
to trouble him more. '

Q. What was David's first carc on finding lnmself in peace-
able possession of his kingdom ?

A. His first care was to promote the- glory of God,
and establish-divine worship with becoming splendor.
I, therefore, intended to convey the Ark from its
tciporary resting-place to the royal city.

Q Did he accomplish this design ?

\. No; le was deterred from doingso by the fate
of a Levite named Oza, who, during the“lemoxal of
the Ark to Jerusalem, seeing it leamnrr to one side,
feared that it might fall ﬁom the chauot whereon it
was placed, and, in violation of the law, put forth his
hand to sustain it, whercupon he was struck dead in
front of the Ark. David, secing this, feared to receive
the Ark into his palace, but placed it at the house of
Obededom.l .
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Q How long did the Ark remain in the house of Obededom!
It remamed there threc mouths, when David,
humnfr of the wonderfal blcssm«s it had drawn down
on Obededom and all his housc, was encouraged tr
bring it to Jerusalem, according to his fo'mex i
tention,

Q. What design did David form in order to nonor God more
cffectually and more lastingly ?

A. He formed the design of building a temple to
God, as it glicved him to think that the Ark of the[ p
Covenang rested in a Tabernacle covered with skins,
_ whilst he himsclf dwelt in a palace. of cedar.

Q. Who was his counsellor in this matter? )
A. The prophet Nathan. It so happened, however,

that the Lord spoke to Nathan by night, and admou-
ished him to tell David that the building of the Tem-
ple was reserved for his son So]omon, whose reign was
to be one of nnbroLen peace.

. Q. What war did David afterwards wage?

A. A war against the f\mmomtee dlmng which war
he made himself guilty of the couble crime of adultery
and murder.

Q. Whom did the Lord*scad to rebuke David for these
erimes ?

A. He sent the prophet Nathan, who having brought
him to sincere repentance, announced to him on-the
part of God that his sins were pardancd, but thet,
nevertheless, he should be pumshcd for them by severe
- temporal afflictions.
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~

Q. How was this prediction fulfilled ?

A. By the continual warfare in which David spent ™ -
the remaining twenty years of his life; by the rebel-
lion and violent death of his favonte son Absalom,
which was followed Dy another rebellion of a Benja-
nite named Siba, who withdrew all the tribes except
that of Juda from their allegiance to David.

Q. When peace was again restored in the land, what foliy on
the part of David incurred the divine displeasure?

A. David; throufrh a motive of vanity, issued orders
| for a general census, being desirous te know the nam-
ber of his people.

Q. How was David punished ?

A. By a plaguc which the Lord sent amongst the
people of Israel, which in thleo da)s killed seventy
thousand of them. g .

Q. What did.David when he saw the people thus pums hed
for his sins ?

A. Clothed in sackeloth and ashes, he prostrated
himself before God, beseeching him to pour down his
wrath on him who was alonc crmlty, but to spare his
people who were innocent.

Q. Did the Lord hear David’s prayer?
A. Yes; the Lord ever merciful to the repeu tm-g
sinner, cemmanded the destroying angel to stop.

Q. Where did the angel stop? _
A. Over the threshing-floor of Airenna, the Jebusite,
on the top of Mount Moria, in Jerusalem, where David,

by God’s command, erected an altar of sacrificc; on
3
)
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this spot was afterwards built the great Temple d
Jerusalem.
Q. By whom.was David succeeded on the throne of Israel?
A. David was succeeded by his son Solomon, whon
he caused to be anointed and proclaimed king. He
then commended his son to the faithful and loyal ser-
vice of all his friends and courtiers, and.obtained their
promise to assist him in the great work of building the
Temple, for which he had himself collected vast ma
terials, :

Q. Did Solomon encounter any opposition ? -

A. Yes; onc of his brothers, named Adonias, would
have himself made king, being supported. in his unjust
pretensions by the valiant Joab; but, after a second
attempt on their patt, Solomon, having forgiven the
first, he ordered both to be put to death, after which
he reigned in peace. '

i Q. Whom gdid Sclomon marry ?

A. He married a daughter of Pharoah, king of
Egypt, very soon after his father’s death.

Q. For w hai: was Solomon chiefly remarkable?___

A. For his great and supereminent wisdom, which
was a spe\,xal glft from God, at his own carnest request.
‘So great was the renown of his wisdom throughout al:
the East, that the queen of Saba came from the fur-
thest part of Ethiopia to see for herself if his wisdom
were such as it was represented.




CATECHISM OF SACRED iHSTORY.

FIFTH AGE OF THE WORLD.
»

EMBRACI.\'G.ADOUT 470 YEARS.

Q What was the great work of Solomon'’s reign? .

. The building of the Temple projected by hLis
dther David, and Wlnch Solomon comménced in the
fourth year of his reign, four hundred and eighty years
after the cntrance of the Israelites into the ]and of
promise,

Q. How was the Temple constructed ?

A. It was constructed on the plan of the Tabernacle
made by Moses in the desert, and none but the most
costly materials were employed in its ercction. The
Temple, like the Tabernacle, was divided into two parts.
The Sanctuary and the Holy of Holies, wherein was
placed the Ark of the Covepant. In the middle of the
inner part called the Holy of Holies, stood an altar of
mld, called the altar of perfumes.

Q. Describe the Holy of Tolies ?

A. It'was lined throughout with the finest gold, and

“er that part in which the Ark was p]aced were two

lu rubim covered with gold, with extended wings, and
of such a size that the outer wing of cach reached to
the wall, whilst the other two Jomed in the centre over.
e Ark.
Q. How long was Solomon building the Temple?
A. Seven years; during which time two hundred
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thousand men were coustantly employed, and vast sun
were expended on the work.

Q. Who was permitted to enter the Holy of Holies ?
A. The high priest only, and he but once a . yea
and after many legal rites.

Q. Of what was this entrance of the high pnest into the Hol
of Holies a figure ?

A, It was a figure of the gxcat atonement of Ouflf
Lord and Saviour "Jesus Christ, the oblation of whos
precious blood was prefigurcd by the offerings of tidl
Mood of victims.

Q. What did Solomon when the Temple was finished in all it
parts? 4 ’

A. Hec assembled the princes of Isracl, the ancients

and the heads of families to assist at the dedication,
and the ‘solemn translation of the Ark to the place
dcstincd for'its reception in the Holy of Helies.

Q. In what way did the Lord manifest his 'lcceptance of the
homage paid bim on that solemn occasion ?

A. When the priests came out from the Sanctuary,
after placnwthe Ark inthe Holy of Holics, and all had
mited in singing: a canticle of praise, the glory of the
Taord, filled tlie-whole temple as a cloud, so that the
priests could not stand to minister.

Q. What were \the characteristics of Qolomon ] rexgn ?

A. The charactex istics of Solomon’s-reign were uni
versal peace, ané“great abundance, not onlv of the ne:
zessaries of life, but of /all manner of quurxcs, gold
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d silver being so common that they were of little
lue amongst the people.

Q. Did Solomon always continue faithful to God ?

A. No, in his advanced life he married idolatrous
ives, and” to please them built temples and altars to
icir gods, to which hie himself even offered incense, -
weetful of the great God of heaven and carth who
<o wonderfully manifested his power on behalf of
is people and his house,

Q. How did God purish this great sin of Solomoﬁ's?

A. By permitting his kingdom to be divided, the
reater part given to Jeroboam, a servant of Solomon,
nd only a small portion to remain subject to /his de-
kcendants.  The execution of this ‘sentence éz)d de-
ayed till after Solomon’s death, on account(‘ of his
ather David.

Q. How long did Solomon reign ¢

A. Solomon reigned thirty-seven years from the
death of his father David.

Q. By whom w. as Solomon succeeded ?

A. By his son hoboam, a harsh and tvranmcal man, -
who so oppressed the people of Israel that, in accord-’
aiee with the prediction made to Solomon, ten of the
uibes revolted, and made Jeroboam king over them.
The tribes of Juda and Benjamin, alone rcmamed sub-
ject to him, '

Q. Did Roboam make au‘y efforts to recover what he had
st ?

A. Yes, hie assembled an army of chosen men, and
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was procceding to make war on the revolted tribe
but was admonished by Semeias, a holy man sent
God; that what had happcned was by the divine a
pointment, in punishment of Solomon’s apostac
Roboam then submitted to the divine decrce, and L
kingdom was from that time called the kingdom
Iuda, whereas that of Jeroboam was styled the king@
dom of Israel.

Q. How did the tribe of Lévi act on the secedsion of the te
tribes?

A. Finding that Jeroboam would not permit then
to exercise their functions, the Levites gave np their
possessions amongst the ten revolted trlbes, and wenttq
dwell i 1n Juda and Jerusalem.

Q. Did Roboam continue all bis life faithful to God ?

A. No, after three years of fidelity to God, during
which he and his people prospered cxcecdxmrh Ro
boam fell into idolatry, as his father had donc before.

Q. How was he punished ?

A. By the invasion of his kingdom by Sesac, king of

LEaovpt, who took several cities of Juda, and cven en
tered Jerusalem, which he sacked and plundered, but
Almighty God, being softened Dby the repentance and
humiliation of Roboam and the princes, did not permxt
Sesac! to destroy the Holy City. o

Q. How long did Roboam reign ?
A. Roboam reigned scventcen years, and died at the
age of fifty-cight.
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Q. Who succeeded Roboam on the throne of Israel?
A. Roboamn_was succceded by his son Ablas, who
igned only three years.

Q. What have you to remark of Abias?
A. In the beginning of his reign being attacked by

ydom offferoboam with an army twice the number of his,

e kinglbias gained a great victory by invoking the assistance
i God, but  ving fallen into sin, he was cut off by

e Ve justice, although, for David's sake, his son Asa )
vas permitted to succeed him.

t then Q. What was the character of Asa?

> theill A, Asa was a good and pious king. TIn.his time,

went tilslatry was banished from the land of Juda, ahd the
ivine worship re-established in all its splendor.  For
his Asa was rewarded by a long and prosperous reign,

Turin hnd by a signaI victory over Zara, kjng of the Ethiop-

. R(; bans.  Asa was, nevertheless, guilty ‘of some faults,es-

 ? . N . . . .

fore. [EPecially. towards the close of his life, which incurred
the divine displeasure, and the prophet. Hanani was
sent to rebuke him.

g o Q. Who succeeded Asa? :

_)]" lf“t‘ A. His son Josaphat, a wise and virtuous prince,,

1, bu

who had the happiness of persevering to the end of his
life in the fai’'ful service of God. The consequence
was that he was respected .at home and abroad, that
none of the rieighboring princes dared attack him, and
that God otherwise rewarded the fidelity of this holy
king by unbroken peace and prosperity amongst his

people. \
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Q. Did Jeroboam continue to worship the true God after g
taining the sovereiguty of the ten tribes?

"A. No, he soon forgot the Lord who had exzlt
him, banished the Levites by his oppression of thel
aud ‘set up idols, for wlhich he made priests, and
whose altars he sometimes officiatéd himself ; by his¢
ample ‘be drew the greater part of his people i
idolatry which drew down upon them the divine ve
geance, and so caused their ruin,

Q. By what act did Jerobo:ﬂ'n still further excite the wrai
of God against him? ;

A. Fearing that his people might return to their
legiance to the royal house of Dax id, if suﬂ'excd to
to Jerusalem for sacrifice, Jeroboam set up t“o g;olde

. calves, one in Dan, the other in Bethel, to which I
offered sacrifice with the same solemnities as .thod
.used-in the Temple of Jerusalem, and told the peopk
to go no more to Jerusalem, for that these were tlg
gods who had brought them out of the land o
Egypt. |

Q. How was Jeroboam’s wickedness punished ?

A. A prophet of God predicted that his race shoul
be exterminated, which occurred about a year after his
death when his son and successor Nadab was putto

% death with his whole family.

Q Who succeeded thie good king Josaphat on the throme d
Juda ?

A. Uis eldest son Joram, a wicked -and 1mp10u<

_prince, who married Athalia, daughter of Achab, the
contemporary king of Israel, and with jher became an

|
)
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idolater. He slew all his brethren, and established-
idolatry in his kingdow. : :

Q. Whom did the Lord send 'to rebuke Joram for Lis grievous
iniquity, and foretell his approaching doom ?

_A. The prophet Elias, who foretold that he was soon
to dic of a painful and lingering discase, which came to
pass in the eighth year of his reign.

Q W liere was Joram buried ?

A. He was buricd in the city of David, but without
houors, and not in the royal sepulchrc of the house of
David. .

Q. Who was Joram’s successor on the throne of Juda ?

Al His only surviving son Ochozms, as wicked and
impious as his father ; he reigned but onc year, being
cut off with all his attendants, by Jehu, when on his
way to visit his idolatrdus’ l.msman, the lunv of Israel.

Q. What did Athalia, the mother of Ochozns, aﬂ:or the death

o her son?
A. She ordered all his children to be sl'un, and took

p(muasmn of the throne of Juda.

Q. Was this wicked queen suffered to reign in peaée?

A. Noj; the Almighty, having a carc over the house
of David, and in order to perpetuate the race from

- which the Messiah was to come, saved one of the chil-

dren of Ochozias, named Joas, from the gencral mms-
sacre. This prince, by the aid of the high priest and
other pmverful friends, succeeded in recovering the
throue of Juda, and the unnatural mother of his father
paid with her life the forfeit of her atrocious crimes,

8 -~ |
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- Q. Did Joas remain faithful to the Lord ?

A. He did rcinain faithful so long as Joiada the
high priest lived, but after Joiada’s death, Joas chos:
cvil counsellors, and unhappily fEll into idolatry.

Q. What ungrateful and wicked act was done by Joas =00t
afler the death of the high priest?

A..Zacharias, the son of Joiada, having admonished
Joas of his sin in forsaking the service of God for that
of idols, the wicked king caused him to be stoned to
death in the court of the Temple.

Q. What was the end of Joas? i

A. He was murdered by two of his own scn ants,
after a long but troubled reign, during the latter part
of which God permitted him to be harassed by the Assy-
rians, because he had forsaken his service.- Joas, like
his grandfather Joram, was not buried in the royal
sepulchre of Jnda.

Q. What kings reigned in Israel during the time that Josaphat,
Joram, Ochozias, and Jous reigned in Juda ?
. A. Achab, Ochozias, Joram, Jehu, and Joachas. .

Q. Who was the wife of Achab?

A. Avery wicked woman named Jezabel, and Achab
was no better than his wife, for what nore of his pre-
docessors had dared to do, he began to worship Baul.

Q. What was the end of Achab and Jezabel ?

A. Achab was killed in battle, and Jezabel, thirteen
years after, was thrown from a window by the orders
of Jehu, and devoured by dogs in the place where she
fell, all of which had been predicted for them by the -
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| ophet Ehas, when sent by God to rebuke them for
heir crimes. :

Q. What did the prophet Elias, when he saw that idolatry,.
was provailing in the land of Israel, where he dwelt ? -

A. By his prayers, he prevented rain from falling
for three whole years, so that a famine came upon the
land, and there was much suffering amongst the
people.

Q Hw was Elias fed during this famine? o

~A. He was at first miraculously fed by ravens, that
carried him food morning and evening, and afterwards
by a poor widow, inspired by God to do so.

Q. Whither did Elias flee to avoid the vengeance of Jezabel,
when, by his command, the people had put her false prophets to
death ?

A. He ﬁecl to Mount Horeb, by the direction of an
angel, who gave him miraculous food .which enabled
him to walk for forty days and forty nights across the
dosert. .

Q. Of what was this miraculous food a type?

A. It was a type of the blessed Eucharist, which
alone gives strength and courage to. our souls during
the trials and vicissitudes of oug, Sarthly pilgrimage.

Q Did Elins die? . : .

A. No; hewas tah,rum-p alive into heaven in a flery
chariot, and is to come down before the end of the
world to bear testxmony of God and his Christ, and
assist the fai hml in their struggle against the po“etf
of Antichrist,
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Q. On wliom did the spirit of Elias descend ?

A. On bis disciple Eliseus, on whom he let his cloak
fall as he ascended into heaven.  Like his master Elias,
Eliscus worked many splendid miracles, one of which
was raising a dead child to life, the son of a poor
widow.

Q. What have you to relate concerning the bones of the pro-
phet Eliseus? . .

A. A dead man was raised to life by being accident-
ally placed in contact with the bones of the holy pro-
phet in his sepulchre.

Q. Who succeeded Joas in the kingdom of Juda?

A. His son Amasias, who, like his father, served God
during the earlier part of his reign, but fell into the
same sinfull,ways n his later years.

Q. What befel Amasias?

A. He had been prosperous so long as he served God,
but having forsaken him for the idols of the nations

- whom he conquered by his divine aid, he was deserted
by God, and signally defeated by Joas, king of Isracl,

~-who demolished part of the walls of Jerusalem, and
carried off the treasures of the Temple.

Q. What great prophet lived during the reign of Amasias,
under, Jeroboam II.; king of Israel ?

-~ A. The prophet Jonas.

Q. What is related of Jonas?

A. He had been commanded by God to go preach
Ro the idolatrous peoplb of Nineveh, and threaten their
eity with dcstructinn;J unless they repented and did

/
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penance for -their erimes. Jonas, being afraid to un-
dertake this dangerous mission, thought to avoid it by
sailing-to Tharsis; but the ship in which he:embarked
had scarcely set sail, when a great storm arose, and
the crew, having cast lots to sec wlo on board had ex-
cited the wrath of God, the lot fell on Jonas, who was
imnediately thrown into the sea.

Q. What then befel Jonas?

A. He was swallowed by an cnormous whale,
whose belly le remained three days and three mght~
during which time he ccased not to bewail his dis- -
obedience, and invoke the mercy of God, who gra-
cously hearing. his prayer, caused the whale to cast
him on shore.

Q. Did Jonas then obey the Lord’s command ?

A. Yes, he obeyed, and going to Niniveh, preached
so cfficaciously to the people of that great city, that
from the king to the meanest of his subjoets, they all
did penance in sack-cloth and ashes, whereupon God, /
who only desired their conversion, forgave them their
manifold offences, and spared their city. -

Q,.What was prefigured by the imprisonment of Jonas in the
whale’s belly, and his miraculous coming forth after three days?

A. The burial of our divine Lord in the Sepulchre,
and Lis glorious resurrcction on the third day.

Q. What remarkable oceyrrences took place' during the twelve
years of an interregnum that followed the death of Amazias?

_A. Nabuchodonosor, first king of Niniveh, having
founded the empire of Assyria, by the ctonquest of
. 8* ’
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many nations, elated with success, undertook to bring
the people of God also into subjection. For this pur-
pose he sent Holofernes, the gencral of his armics, with
a hundred thousand men, to besicge Bethulia, a city of
Juda.
Q. By whom was Holofernes slain ?
A. By Judith a young and wealthy widow of Be
thulia, a woman of .citraordinary picty and _virtue.
Seceing that her people were about to yield to the
“mighty power of the Assyrians, Judith conceived the
design of’ slaying Holofernes, the Assyrié_n general,
which she accomplished by means of ‘an ingenious
stratagem, and cutting off the head of the tyrany
brought it under her cloak to Bethulia.

Q. What was the result of Judith’s perilous exploit?

A. Encouraged by the sight of the head, and the
exhortations of Judith and the chief men of their city,
‘the Bethulians determined to resist, and, aided by God,
they fought the Assyrians and totally defeated them,
leaving their camp, with all its luxurious wealth, to the
victorious people of J uda.

Q. What king reigned nextin Juda? .

A. Azarias, sometimes called Osias, the son of Ama-
zias; he was only sixteen years of age whien he as
cended the throne, but he reigned fifty-two years, dur
ing which time he fortified Jerusalem, built several
eities, and prospered in all his indertakings. !

Q. Did this prosperity continue?

A. No, Osias, elated with his great prosperity, in
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iisted on offering incense himself, in the temple, con-

Qtrary to the earnest advice of the high priest ; there-

npon he was immediately stricken with a Ieprosy from
which b never recovered.
- .
Q. What kings reigned in Israel whilst Amazias and Osias

upied the throne of Juda?
A. Joas, Jeroboam II, Zacharias, Sellam, Manahem,

ud Phaceia. With Sellum ‘ended the race of Jchu,

o whom God had announced by one of his prophets
hat his family should rule in Isracl to the fourth gen-
ration.

Q. Who succeeded Osias (or Azarias) king of Juda?

A. His son Joathan, a"good and pious king. Dur-
ing a prosperous reign of sixteen years he built a num-
ber of cities, ornamented the temple, and brought the
varlike Ammonites into subjection.

Q. By whom was Joathan succeeded ?

A. By his son Achaz, who, unlike his father was a
wvicked and idolatrous king. He removed the sacred
vessels from the Temple, which he closed, and built
Jtars to idols in various parts of the city of J crusalem.
In punishment of his crimes he was grievously ha-
mssed by the surrounding nations, and died impeni- '
tent after a reign of sisteen ye'ars,

Q. Who was the next king of Juda?

A. Ezechias son of ‘Achaz, a prince of cxtraordinary
virtue and piety, and wholly devoted to the service of
God. He rc-opened the temple which his impious
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father had ciosed, caused it to be purified, and invite]
all the children of Israel to cclebrate the Pasch.
Q. Did the people of Israel unite with their brethren of Jug
in that solemn act of worship? : h

A. Many of them did, although the majority ¢
them mocked the holy king, and despised his invity|
tion; but all Juda joined with one heart in the cele
- bration, and thé Pasch was solemnised with - mon
splendor than it had been from the days of Solomon,

Q. What eclse did Ezechias to promote true religion and re
establish divine worship ? ’
A. He assembled the priests and Levites, who ha|
_ been totally dispersed, a?d restored the ancient gbse

vances of religion according to the divine ordinance:

Q. Was the reign of Ezcchias a prosperous one? .

A. It was exceedingly prosperous. The. people d
Juda encouraged by their king’s example, and guided
by his wise precepts, obtained peace and tranquillity a
home, whilst abroad their arms prevailed, the citic
they had lost were all ‘recovered, and their country
shook off the heavy yoke of the Assyrians, unde
which it had groaned from the time of Achaz.

Q. What kings reigned in Israel during the reign of Joathi
" and the first years of that of Ezechias in Juda?

A. Phacce and Osee ; the former of these reigned
twenty years. ) -

Q. What remarkable event occurred during the reign o
Phacee ? ) o

A. .Theglathphalasar, king of Assyria, invaded Tsrad
and carried away a great number of captives.
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" Q. Who was the next and last king cf Terael?
A. Osee, who' had murdercd Phacee nine ycars
wfore. For the last six years of his unhappy reign,
#0sec was the; contemporary of the good king Ezechias.

Q. Can you tell how the kingdom of Israel came to an end ?

A. Osce, having attempted to throw off the yoke of
2¢ Assyrians to whom he had Leen obliged to pay
ribute, was deprived of his kingdom by Salmanasar,
who invaded the country, took Samaria, its chief city,
afier a siege of three years, and utterly abolishing the
kingdom of Isracl, led its peoplc into captivity in Nini-

\eh and in Media—

_Tow did Salmanasar re-people the land of Isracl?
A. By seading idolaters from Babylon and other
‘Bparts of his vast dominions; by the advice of his coun~ -
sellors, he sent priests to instruct these people in the
liw of God, but they uniting the worship of the true
God with that of their idols, their descendants worship-
ped both, and the Jews were forbidden to hold com-
finunication with them.

Q. How.long had the kingdom of Israel existed ?

A. Two hundred and sixty years, counting from the
weession of the ten tribes under Jeroboam, till the final
destruction of the monarchy and the Assyrian cap-
tivity, in the ninth year of the reign of Osee.

Q: What bad becn the px‘evaumrr sin of the kings and peoplo7
of Tsrael ? / :

A. Their prevailing sin was the heinous o= of 1dolaq
try, which, from the first foundation of the monarchy,
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by Jeroboam, bad been openly professed, and -all- buf
universally practised.

Q. Were there no true believers amongst the pcople of Israd
after their separation from Juda ?

A. Yes; but they were at all times comparatively
few 5 for, more than a century before the fall of Israel
there were only seven thousand worshippers of th
true God. to be found in all the land.

- Q. Did Almighty God utterly-abandon these revolted tribes
of the Israclites to their own evil ways?

A. Noj; being desirous to save them if possible, o
account of their fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, he
raised up amongst them at/divers times holy men, pro
phets, whom be sent to rebuke them for their iniquj
ties, and warn them of ‘he terrible punishment whici
their continued infidelity would draw down upon them;
but they would not hear the prophets.

Q. What prophets lived in Juda and Israel from the reign of
Amagias in Juda, and Jéroboam II in Israel, .to the Babylonian
captiyity ?

A. Jonas, Amos, Osce, Isaias, Mmheae Joel, and
Abdias. Osce and Isaias propliesied for nearly an hun.
dred years: Osece in Israel, Isaias in Juda.. All the
othcrs lived and pro')hesmd some in- stael and some

Jdada.

o Q Of what did Tsaias prophesy ?

.. »"A.- Amongst other things, he foretold the Assyrian
" captivity, and of all the prophets, he most clearly pre
dicted ‘the coming of our Divine Redecmer, his life
and also his passion, even its most minute details.




CATECHISM OF SACRED IHISTORY. 95 N

Q. What holy man lived in Isracl at the time of the" cap-
tivity ?

A. Tobias, whose family history is preserved in one
of the books of ‘the Old Tcstament, which be‘us bLis
uame,

Q. Who was Tobias?

A. Tobias was a just and holy man of the tnbc of
Nephtali, who had never defiled Limself with idolatry
or superstition, was faithful to God from his youth up-
wards, and went every year to Jerusalem to offer sac-
rifice. His wife and their only son, called, like his
father, Tobias, were as faithful as himself in the service
of God, and their piety drew down miraculous favors
from heaven upon their house.

Q. How did God interpose his almighty power between the
good king Ezechas of Juda, and the Assyrian army under Sen-
nacherib ¢

A. Moved by the prayex of the holy king, the Lord’
sent an angel into the camp-of the Assyrians, and slew
in onc night one hundred and eighty-five thousand of
their bravest soldiers, including all their chief officers.”

Q. Did this save Jerusalem ?

A. Yes; Sennacherib was obliged to fly in baste
with the remnant of his army, and was soon after slain
by his own sens in the temple of bis idol at Niniveh.

Q. What great prophet was counsellor to Ezechias ?

A. Isaias, who began to prophesy iu the reign of
Azarias, and continued during the reigns of Joathan,™
Achaz, avd Ezcchias. Ezechias having fallen danger-
ously ill, prayed earncstly to God that lis life might
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 be spared, when the Lord commanded Isaias to tell
him thav he had heard - his prayer, and that his life
should be prolongel for fifteen years,
Q. What sizn did God give in proof of the fulfillment of this
promise ? )
A. At the prayer of Isaias, the Lord made the sha-
dow go back ten degrees on the sun-dial.
Q. What imprudent act did Ezcechias comimit soon after?
A, Ambassaders being sent to him from the king of
Babylon, to- eongratulate him on Lis recovery, Ezechias
took oceasion, through pride, to display bis trcasures
before them.
Q What was the result?
- A. Isaias was sent by God to aunounce to Ezeelijas
that those very treasures should be seized and carried
to Babylon ; but at the carnest supplication of the king

- .ihe sentence was not executed in his day.

Q. By whom was Ezechias succceded ?

A. By Lis son Manasses, an impious and cruel prince,
who built up again the idolatrous temples which his
father had destroyed, and carried his audacious impiety
*o0 far as to crect idols in ‘and around the Temple; he
also put to death a great number of just persozs.

Q. What eminent personage is said to have been amongst
these vietims of the cruelty of Manasses ?

A. The great prophet Isaias, who, according to Jew-
ish tradition was sawed in two by order of this wicked

- prince, for having reproached him with his enormors
. krimes; :
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Q. ,)nl Manasscs continue his wicked courses to the end of .

>

A. No, being taken at length and c'uncd captne to
Babylon, where he was madc to undergo much suffer-
ing and humiliation, Manassés began, in his distress, to
invoke the assistance of God, and becoming sincercly
contrite for his sins, the merciful God heard hxs prayers
and restored him to his kingdom, when he cast out all
the idols, and re-established the worship of Gud.

Q. Who succecded Manasses?
A. His son Amon, who imitated his father in his

wickedness, but not in his repentance or expmtxon

Q. Who foltowed Amon on the throne of J uda?

A. Josias, a good and pxous prince, who not only
restored the worship of God in his own dominions, but
suceeeded even in destroyind'y idolatry in the neighbor-
ing kingdom of Israel, whither he went in person, and
, r]emohshed the altar erected by Jeroboam to the

golden calf. :

Q. Who were the remaining kings of Juda, and what was
their character ?

A. The four last kings of Juda were Joachas, Joa-
kin, Jechonias, and Sedccias. They were all profane
and wicked men, abandoned to their own evil ways
and despising the warnings and admonitions sent them
by God.through the prophet Jercmias, who lived in
those Jatter days of the kingdom of Juda. The con-
sequence was that they each and all died miserably,
and at length the Assyrian king put an end to their

9
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kingdom and carried their people into captm(v as
already related.

Q. Who was king of Assyria about this time ?
A. Nabuchodonosor, whose remarkable history is
recorded in scripture.

Q. Can you relate some portion of Nabuchodonosor's histbry ?

A. Having conquered the Medes, a powerful people,
Nabuchodonosor formed the ambitious and silly pro-
ject of making all nations subject to himself, and even
to.make them adore him as a god, instructing his gen-
eral, Holofernes, not only to subdue all tribes and na-
tions, but to destroy their temples and their idols, so
that he might be worshipped as the god of all.

Q. ‘Did all nations submit to this tyrannical and impious pro-
ject ?

A. The Jews alone resisted ; notwithstanding the
vast inferiority of their means and forces, they deter-
. mined to defend the temple of the Lord at all hazards,

_and in order to prevent the Assyrian army from Yeach-
ing Jerusalem, they occupied all the mountain passes,
fortified their towns, and took the still more efficacious
means of propitiating Gol by fasting and prayer.

Q. Did Holofernes succeed in reaching the holy city ?

A. No, he had only commenced the conquest of
Juda, when at Bethulia his career was brought to a
~ sudden close by the wisdom and courage of Judith, as
before related, and that heroic' woman called to the
watchmen on the gate-towers of Bethulia, when she
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returned with the head of Holofernes, ¢ God is with

us, who has shown his power in Israel.” ’

Q.. What titles did the high priest confer on Judith when by
her means, not only Bethulia, but all Juda was delivered ?

A. Coming from Jerusalem, with all the ancients, to
see and congratulate Judith on her glorious victory,
the venerable pontiff honored and addressed her as
“The glory of Jerusalem, the joy of Isracl, and the
honor of the pcople.”

*Q. What. great miracle was wrought in Babylon about tlus
time ?

A. Nabuchodonosor having caused a golden statue
of himself to be made and erected on 4 plain near the
cm, ordered that all the people should assemble, and
at a rmen signal fall down and adore him, under pain
of bung cast into a fiery furnace. Three young
Hebrews having refused to worship the statue were cast
into the fiery furnace, and, although the men who threw
them in were consumed by the fire, these three gener-
ous confessors of the truc faith walked unhurt in the
midst of the fire, Almighty God having sent an angel
to make the place cool and ‘pleasant for them.

. Q. What strange and awful punishment was inflicted on
Nabuchodonosor for his impious assumption of divine honors?
A. He was compelled to walk on his bands and feet,

and to hold companionship with beasts, for seven

vears, as had been foretold by the prophet Danicl.

Q. Was he ever Testored to the dignity and the society of
man ? )

A. Yes, at the end of seven years, he was restored
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to reason, a \nd hunibling himself before the mighty
God of the chrews, acknow]edgcd the justice of the -
terrible pumshment ‘he had- received, whereupon the
Lord, ever willing to hear the prayer of the pcwtcnt
sinuer, restored| him to his kingdom \uth more-glory
and majesty than ever.

Q. What bave you to relate of Balthazar, the successor of
Nabuchodonosor? * » :

A. He had wi\?en a great banquet’to a thousand of
bis courtiers, generals and nobles, and had caused.the
sacred vesscls that were taken by his father from the
temple of Jerusalem, to be brought forth for the use ot
himself and his guests.

Q. What was the con.éf\?queﬁco of this sacrilegious act ?

A. Scarcely had Balthazar and. his guests begun to
drink from the sacred\xe:sele when the ‘inm.rs of a
hand were seen Wntm«rwn the wall; all were ternﬁed
but none could decipherithe mystcrlous characters, till
at Tength the pr ophet Daniel was brought and he cx-
glamed the dread enigma.

Q. What was Daniel’s etplanatlon ?

A. He told the king that the words written on the
wall by the hand of God lll\pself were Mane, Thecel,
Phares—that JV[a:Jze meant “God hath numbered thy
kingdom, and it {is*at an.end X” Thecel meant, « Thou
art weighed in tlic balance and found wanting ;” and
Phares em-mﬁed “Thy ]\mfrdom is divided, and given
to the ’\Iedes and Pusxans I ;

. Q. When was this prediction fulfilled?  ;

A, That very night. Cyms a\fterwax-JS called the

-
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Great, took the city of Babylon, and, putting- the king.
to death, possessed himself of all his treasures, and also
of bs kingdom, which thenceforward formed part of
the great Pclslan empire.

Q. What occurred to the prophet Dantel in the reign of Da-
rius, first king of Persia and uncle to Cyrus? - '

A. By-the iptrigues of the courtiers who hated him
because of the favor he enjoyed with the ng, Danicl
was thrown into a den of lions, but the hons licked his
fcet, and did not harm him in the least ; ;and whilst he
was there, an angel carried Habacue, anéthex prophet,
a stranger to D'xmcl with some food hc had prepared
for hxmselr to the den where Daniel sat famonfrst the
lions. and so gave him to cat.

Q. How long did the Babylonian captxvxty of the Jews last ?

“A. Tt lasted seventy years, according to the  predic-
tion of the prophet Jeremiah, :

e

SIXTH AGE OF THE WORLD.

. ) ,
PROM THE END OF THE BABYLOXNIAN CAPTIVITY TO THR .
BIRTH QF CHRIST, EMBRACING A PERIOD™OF 546 YEARS.

Q. By whose decree was the Temple of Jerusalem rebuilt ?

A. It was rebuilt by tie decree of Cyrus, in the first
vear of his reign. The seventy years captivity foretold
by Isaias being ended, Cyrus gave permission for the
Temple to be rebuilt, and he restored the sacred ves-
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scls which had been taken from 1t by "hbucbod-
Onosor. -

Q. Did the Jews avail themselves of this permission? *
A. Yes; the principal families of Juda and Benja
min, with the priests and Levites to the number of forty-

~two thousand three hundred and sixty, with seven

thousand three hundred and sixt.jl servants marched to

Jerusaleni under the leadership of Zorobabel, grandson
" of king Joachim, accompanied by their high priest

.

Josue, 'md the prophets Agn'eus and Zacharias.

" Q. Who opposed the rebmldmg of the Temple?

A. The Samaritans. At first they were willing to
assist in its rcconstruction, but their services not being
accepted, ‘they did cvery thing they could to impede
the progress of the work, and by their influcnce with -
the.kings of Persia, kept back the rebuilding of the
Temple for a period of sixteen years. But at length
the prophets Aggeus and Zacharias induced Zorobabel
and the people to proceed with the work, and the king
of Persia himself contributed large sums to aid the
Jews in rebuilding their-Temple.

. Q. What befet-mesnwhile” the Jews who remained in' cap-
tivisy ?

A. They were grievously pctcecutcd by.a wicked
snd powerful mannamed Aman, by whose malice they
were in great danger of being cutirely cut off.!

Q- Whom did God raise up to protect his oppressed people?

A. Esther, a beautifal and virtuous woman of their
own race, whom Asseurus the mer had made his wife.
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By the powerful influence of this fair and holy queen,
peace was restored to the Jews in Babylon, and many
who had feared to acknowledge themselves Jews, now
openly professed their faith, and worshipped the trua
God. .

Q. Who conducted a number of the Jews to Jeruzalem abou
eight years)after Zorababel's return thither ?

A. Esdras, the priest, being sent by Artaxerxes the
king to carry presents to the Temple, was empowered
to appoint judges and magistrates, and to establish law
and order in Judea. Esdras governed that country in
the name of the Persian king for thirteen years, when
Nechemias was sent with a new commission from the
king.

Q. Who was \I{hemlas, and what was his chamcter ?

A. Nehernias had been cup-bearer to Artaxerxes, and
having earnestly petitioned the king to have the walls
of Jerusalem rebuilt, he was appointed governor, and
sent to have that work accomplished. He was an'up-
right and God-fearing man, and by his wisdom and ’
good government did much to ameliorate the condi- -
tion of . the Jewish people.  Nehemias is honorably
mentioned in Scripturc as a great bencfactor to the
poor.

Q. What prophet lived after the rebuilding of the Temple ?

A. Malachias, the last of the prophets, lived after
the rebuilding of the Temple. There was no prophet
from his time till that of John the Bapt st, whose.
coraing he foretold.
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Q. How many of the prophcts arc now. knotwn by their pro
phecies? -

A. Sixteen in all: they are dxvxded into two classes,
kuown as the great and the minor prophets, from the

" greater or lesser extent of their prophesies.

Q. Which are called the great prophets ? .

A. Tsaias, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel.

Q. Name the twelve minor I;mphets ?

A. Jonas, Osee, Amos, Abdias, Micheas, Nahum,
Joel, Sophonias, Habacuc, Aggeus, Zacharias, and
Maldchias. S

Q. How did Nehemias obtain consccrated fire after the re-
_ building of the Temple ?

A. He scnt some descendants of tbe priests, who had

concealed the sacred fire by command of the prophet.
Jeremiah, to scek it, but they finding only thick water,
Neheruias dirccted them to bring him some of it, and
having sprinkled therewith the altar and the victim, it
lrrmted and consumed the sacrifice.

Q How was the kingdom of Juda governed after the death

of Nehemras »
A. By the high priests, of whom a regular succes-

sion had been maintained from the days of Aaron.

Q. To whom 1as Judea then subject ?

A. Tt was subject to Persia, under whose kings the
. people of God enjoyed comparative peace in the undis-
turbed cxercise of their religion. '

Q. Did the people of Israel continue in a communion of wor-
ship during that time with their brethren of Judea?
A. No; owing to the intérmarriage of a priestly
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family with one of Samaria, in Tsracl, contrary to the
jewish.-law, a schism’ arosc, and a schismatic tempte
was erected on Mount Garizim, in Samaria, in onpocx'
ion to that of Jerusalem.

Q. Who was Seleucug?

A. A king of Asla, who, by the conmivance of 2
wicked man named Simon, overscer of the Temple, sent
his commissary Heliodorus, to seize immense sums of
money which had been deposited in the Temple.

Q. Did Heliodorus succeed in obtaining this treasure ?

A. Noj; the good high priest, Onias, with all the peo-
ple, carnestly besought God to save the Temple from
profanation, and Ged, hearing their pious prayers, sent
bis angels visibly to protect the sanctnary.

- Q. Who was Antiochus? ‘

A. A most wicked king of Asia, the successor of
Sclencus, who grievously opprcsscd the Jewish’ nation.
On onc occasion, he took and sacked “Terusalem, kiil-
ing eighty thodsand of its people in ‘three days, and
rnkm«r forty thousand prisoners; forty thousand mors
he sold as, slaves.

Q W h’lt sacrilegious act did Antiochus commlt on that oc-
casion ?

A. Being conducted to the Temple by thc impious-
Menelaus, \vho had wsurped the office of high priest,
Antiochus Jaid sacrilegious hands on the treasmres . .
thercin contained, and rotbed the Temple. ’

Q. What instructions were given by Antiochus to his goves.
nors in Judea? -

A. To oppress and afflict the people; and he after

.
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wards sent ins general Appolomus with a large army,
to kill all the men of the Jewish nation, and sell thc
wornen and children as slaves.

- Q. What other proof did Antiochus give of his hatred to lhe
J ewish religion ?

A. He commenced a violent persecutlon against tl e
professors of that religion, placed an idol in, the temple,
defiled the altars, and put a great number of persons
‘to death because, they would not deny the one truc
God, and bow the knee to idols. )

Q. \iention some of the victims of the persecution of -Antio
chus? .
. A. Eleazer, one of the chief scribes, a holy old man
who was ninety years of age, and a whole family, com--
#zmnonly called the Maccabees, consisting of seven
brothers and their pious mother, all of whom suﬁ'ered
martyrdom with heroic fortitude. :

Q. In what other way did Antiochus shbw his hatred of the
true religion ?

A. He destroyed what he could of the sacred writ-
ings, and put to death those with whom any of them
were discovered. .

Q. Whom did God raise up at that txmo to assist his people?
“A. A holy priest named Mathathias, who with his
fimily and kindred were all most faithful to God, and
determined to die rather than rerounce their allegiance
him,
Q. What have you to relate of Mathathias ?
A. Having retired from Jerusalem with his fannlz
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to nis native city called Modin, he was called on to set
| an cxample to the people by submitting to the idola-
ters;; he not only steadfastly refused, but slew with his
own hand an zpostate Jew whom he saw sacrificing to
idols, killed the efficer whe was forcing him to that basé
ast, and ﬁuallv broke down the idolatrous altar. )

Q What clse dxd Mathathias do for the servico of God and
his country ?

A, He placed lnmselt at the head of the most cour-
ageous Jews, attackpd the cncmy, and gained several
victories over the idolaters, destroycd theu' altars, and,
when dying, left an injunction on his sons, and espe-
cially his son Judas Machabeus, to consecrate their
lives to the service of Ged, and walk always faithfully .
beforc him. h e

Q ‘How many sons had Mathathias? s &L
A. He had five sons whose names were J udas,
Eleazer, John, Jonathan, and Simon, all of whom were
equally valiant, cqually wize, aid equally devoted to
e service of God, and his people. '

//Q\Whieh of tho sons of Mathathias did their futher appoint
% succeed him in the government of God's people ?

A. Judas Machabens, the youngest, but the bravest
of his som,t\vho had been famed for” valor from bLis
youth. ©

Q Was Judas victorious over the cnemy ?
A. Yés3 notwitstanding the vast superiority of the
enemy’s forces, the valiant Judas defeated them in
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every engagement, and finally drove the idolaters out .

of Judea.

Q. What did Aotiochus Epiphanes when he heard of the
victories of Judas Machabeus ?

A. Hec immediately set out for Jerusalem, with an
intention to destroy the whole Jewish people.

Q. Did he accompl‘igh this w1cked design?”’

A. No, when on his way to Jerusalem he fell fxom

. his chariot, and was grievously injured by the fall;
Almighty God struck 1nm, moreover, with a horrible

disease so that worms swarmed from his body, the
stench whercof became intolerable to his whole army..

Q. Did he then repent of his manifold sins ? '

A. He did, to a certain extent, inasmuch as he saw
the misery they had brought upon him ; he humbled
biraself beforc God, and promised to do great things
for his temple and his people if he were only cured,
but his repentance being only from a personal motive
was of no avail before, God and he died in liis sins, in
that wretched condition. ) \

Q. What was the first care of Judas Muchabé‘ézs after he had
driven the enemy from his country ?

A. His first care was to purify the temple, which he
then repaired and refurnished, crected a new altar of |
holocausts, collected the sacred writings scattered

‘abroad during the war, and caused the sacrifices and

all other religious observances to be faithfully practised,

- asof old. e also strongly fortified Mount Sion.

Q. How did Judas Machabeus usually prepare for battle 2
A. By fasting, prayer, and humiliation, which drew
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down upon him and his arms the blessing of God, and

cnabled him to defeat, with only a small force, the vast
armies brought against him, which he dld on many
occasions,

Q. What other pious practice of Judas Machabeus is recorded
in Scripture? -

A. That of sending money to Jerusalem aft,er hxs
battles, to have sacrxﬁce offered up for the souls of hi
deceased soldiers.

Q. 'What does the Holy Scripture say with regard to this -

pious act of Judas Machabeus ?
> A. That he « thought well and relmously concern-
ing the resurrection,” and “ that it is a holy and whole-
some thought to pray for the dead that they may be:
. loosed from their sins.”

Q. How did Judas Machabeus dic ?

- A. He died gloriously, as he had lived, fighting at-
‘the head of a small band of devoted followers, a.

vast army of idolaters, under Bacchides. The battle-
had continued from morning till night, when the Jews.
lost their valiant leader.

- Q. What reply did Judas Machsbeus make fo those who

would have persuaded him not to encounter such an overwhelm--

ing force ?

A. He said, “If our time be come, let us die man-
fully for our brethren.” This heroism was the more
remarkable as the greater part of his own army had

" fled. through fear, leaving Judas only ewl it Imndred.
men. .
10
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Q. Who was chosen as successor of Judas Machabeus in tﬂe
government of Judea? -

A. His brother Jonathan, w ho was cqually bm\e
angd eqnally de»oted to the interests of religion.

Q. Tlow did, J'onatha,n succeed in warring agaiust the enemies
ef his country ?

A. He twice defeated Bacchides, with whom he
then concluded ‘a treaty,  which secured peace to
Judea for nearly fourtcen years. So honored was
Jonathan at. home and abroad that kings, we are told,
sought his friendship, and. the high priesthood was
umfured on him by Alexander, son of Antiochus. |

Q. .How waa this peace disturbed ?

A. Dewmetrius, the rival of Alexander, being Lilled
i battle with the latter, his son who succeeded him,
appointed Apollonius, the known encmy of the Jews,
as his general.  Apollonius entered ‘Judea at the head
of a large army, but was met and defeated by Jona-.
than.
© Q. With what nations did Jonathan renew treaties of peace
and friendship?-

A. With the Romans and the Lacedemonians.

Q. What befel Jonathan soon after ?

. A: He was treacherously taken pnsoncr by an am-
Litious man named Tryphon. His blother Simon
hearing of what had befallen Jonathan, sent to .Jeru-
salem, assembled the people, and oﬁ'ered himself a1
iheir leader, in place of his brothez, wluch offer they
¢ladly accepted, and promised to obev hxm in au

"'.nfrs.
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Q. What was Simon'’s first care on assuming the government
of Judea and the office of High Priest ?, E

A. His first care was to fortlfy Jerusalem, furnish its

walls, and place a garrison in Joppa.”

Q. What did Tryphon when he found that Sunon 'was prepar-
ing to attack him?

A. He sent messengers to say that he would set
Jonathan at liberty if his two sons were sent him as
bostages, and a hundred talents of silver paid him, -

Q. Was this done?

A. Yes, but Tryphon, when he got the two sons in
his power, refused to liberate the father, and entered
Judea with the intention of laying the country waste. -

Q. What &id T zphon then do?

'A. Finding that Simon every where repulsed his
attacks, he put J onathan and his sons to death.

Q. How long did Simon govern Judea?

A. Nine years, during which time he continued and
completed all that his father and brothers had-com-
menced for the good of the people, repaﬁed and re-
built what had been destroyed by successive wars, and
restored the temple and the city to most of their
former splendor, He also repelled all attacks from
abroad, and renewed treaties of peace with the Greeks
and Romans,

Q. How did Simon die?

A. He was murdered, with two of his sons, by the
tontrivance of Ptolemy, his son-in-law, who hoped te
rule in his place, but was happily disappointed.
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Q. Who succeeded him ?

A. His son John, surnamed Hyrcanus, whom his
father. had appointed general of the army. It was
Ptolemy’s design to kill him also, but he received in-
telligence of the murder of his father and brethers in
time to take proper precautions.

Q. What was the character of John Hyrcanus? -
" A. He was no less brave and pious than his father
and brothers, and had gained a great victory during
his father’s lifetime over a large army sent by Antio-
chus, son of Demetrius, to invade Judea.

Q. How long did John Hyrcanus govern Judea?

A. About thirty-one years. His government was as
prosperous for Judea as that of his father and brothers,
and amongst other great and praiseworthy actions, he
destroyed ‘the schismatical temple built two hundred
years before, on Mount Garizim in Samaria.

Q. Who succeeded John Hyrcanus ?

‘A. His son Aristobulus, who caused himself to be
crowned as king, being the first who did. so from the
destruction of the mouarchy at the Babylonian cap-
tivity. '

Q. Was Arisbobulus true to the character of his noble houss?

A. No, he was odious for his cruelty even to his
own family, having murdered his mother and one of
his brothers:

Q. How long did this wicked man rule J udoa?
A. He reigned only one year.
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Q. By whom was Aristobulus succeeded ?

A. By his brother Alexander Jannzus, who died a
ratural death after a troubled reign of twenty-seven
years.

Q. To whom did Alexander leave the sovereign power ?

A. To Alexandra hisqueen, who caused her younger
son Hyrcanus, to be made high priest. After the
death of the queen, her son Hyrcanus assumed the
sovereignty, but being of a mild and easy disposition
wa9 soon dethroned by his brother Aristobulus.

Q. How did the Jews lose their independence ?

A. The Romans having assisted Hyrcanus to recover
the throne, Herod, an. Idumean by birth, taking
advantage of the domestic troubles of the Jews, in-
vaded the country, and possessed himself of the sover-
cign power, his usurpation being sanctloned by the.
Roman Emperor Augustus.

Q. What remarkable prophecies were fu]ﬂlled' by this usur-
pation of Herod ? ,

A. That Esau (that is, Edlom or Idumea), should’
one day shake off the yoke of his brother Israel, and
that the Messiah should come when the sceptre de-
parted from -Juda. '

o 10*
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THE NEW TESTAMEN T.
J

Q. What books of the Bible are comprised in the New Testz
ment ?

A. The four Gospels of St. Mathew, St. Luke, St.
Mark, and St. John; the Acts of the Apostles, the
Epistles of St. Paul, St. Peter, St. James, St. John, and
St. Jude, and the Apocalypse of St. John.

Q. What is contained in the Gospels?

A. The history of the life of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
his miracles, his passion, his death, and his glorious
resurrection and ascension,

Q ‘What' is comprised m the Acts of the Apostles?

A. The history of the foundation of the Church,
with the labors and sufferings of the first Apostles.

Q. What do the Epistles contain?

A. The Epistles contain the precepts and instruc-
tions given by the Apostles to the primitive Christians.

Q. And what is the Apocalypse ?

- A. The Apocalvpse is a revelation made to St. Johr
vic Evangelist in the island of Patmos, and may be
considered the prophetic and mysterious history of the
latter days of the Church on earth:

Q How long after the fall of our first parents did the prome
ised Messiah come on earth ?

A. About four thousand years,
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" Q. In what- condition was the world at the time of his aps
pearance ? - )

A. The world was plunged in the darkness of idola-
try, with the single exception of the small province ¢
Judea, and even the people of that one province, the
Jews, who alone adored the true God, were divided -
into several sects, such as the Pharisees, the Sadducees,
the Herodians, and others. .

Q. Of what race was the Messiah born?

A. He was born of the tribe of Juda, and the fawily
of David, as had been foretold by many of the pro-
phets; his mother was Mary, an humble virgin of
_ Nazareth, daughter of Joachim and Anne, and.es-

" poused to Joseph, an aged man, by trade a carpenter.

Q. How did the incarnation of the Messiah take place?

A. The archangel Gabriel was sent by God to an-
nounce to the virgin spouse of Joseph that the Son of
God should become flesh in her chaste womb.

Q. How did the angel salute the Blessed Virgin? |

A. He said, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with
thee, blessed art thou amongst women.”

Q. How did the Blessed Virgin receive this salutation ?

A. She was much troubled, and knew not what it
seant. ' ‘

Q. What dud the angel Ga.bnel then say ?

A. “Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found grace with
God ; behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb and
-bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus.
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ITe shall be great and shall be called the Son of th(.
Most High.”

Q ‘What was Mary’s answer ?

A. “How. can this be donc because I know not
man?’

Q. What did the angel reply ?

A. He replied ; “ The IToly Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow
thee, and, therefore, also, the Ilo]y which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” -

Q. In what words did the Dlessed‘Virgin signify her consent?

A. “DBehold th¢ handmaid of the Lord, be it done
uto me, according to thy word.”

Q. What took place at that moment ? )

A. The Son of God, the second person of the Most

Holy Tnmt), descending from heaven, assumed huas

nature in the womb of the Blessed Virgin. Man/

Q. Of what did the angel then inform bfary ?

A. That her cousin, St. Elizabeth, already far ad-
vanced in years, was also about to bring forth a son,
and was already six months gone with child.

Q: What did the Blessed VirginAthen do?
A. ‘She went in haste to visit her cousin in the méun-
taius of Judea,.and remained with her threec months.

Q How did St. Elizabeth salute her holy cousin on her
arrival? T
A. She said, “ Blessed art thou amongst women, and

blessed is the fruit of thy womb; and whence is this
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to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to
visit me®”’ * i
Q. How did the Blessed- Virgin reply ? =)

A. In the words of that beautiful canticle, called the
Magnificat, which is sung in the Vesper Service of the
Chureh, and begins “ My soul doth magnify the Lord.”

Q. What great prophecy is contained in the Magnificat?

A. “Behold, from henceforth all generations shall
call me blessed” These sublime words, put in the
mouth of the Blessed Virgin by the Holy Ghost him-
scif, clearly foretcll the gréat honor and devotion which
the faithfal in all ages bhave paid, and ever shall pay,
to the virgin mother of God. :

Q. Who was St. Elizabeth ? ‘
A. She was the wife of Zachary, a holy priest, and
was hersclf descended from the race of Aaron. -

Q. What remarkable circumstances preceded and accom-
pauied the birth of her son ? )

“A. The angel Gabriel had appeared to Zachary in
the temple, and announced to him the birth of a son
whom he should call John, and who should be filled
with the Holy Ghost from his birth ; Zachary mani-
fosting some incredulity, on account of his wife’s ad-
vanced age, the angel told him that, as a sign, he
should be deprived of the power of speech .until after

" the fulfilment of the promise, which took place éqcprd-

ingly, and zachary remained dumb iil after thcibi}ftvh
ot his son,




CATECHISM OF SACRED HISTORY. 121

Q. Whero did St. Johu spend his youth ?

A. He spent his youth in the desert, until the time
for commencing his mission had arived. IHe then
began to preach penance and to baptise, from which
latter office he was called John the Baptist.

Q. In what capacity was St. Johu the Baptist forctold by the
prophec Isaiah ?

- A. As the precursor, or forcrunner of Our Lord, for
whosc coming he was to prepare the people by plc'lch-
ing penance.

Q. What-kind of life did St. John lead in the desert?

" A. Hc led a life of retivement, prayer, and mortifi-

cation. Ilisfood was locusts and wild honey ; his gar-

ment was of camel's hair fastened by a leathern
girdle,

_5.Q. Where did the Blessed Virgin bring forth her divine son? -

A. At Bethlehem, a small town of Juda, not far
from Jerusalem, as-had been foretold b) the prophet
Micheas.

Q. How did it happen that the Blessed Vlrgm and St. Joseph
were then at Bethlehem ?

A. The Roman Emperor Augustus, had issued an
cdict ordering the cnrolment of all the natious sub.
ju.t to him, cach according to their tribes and families ;
in obedience to this decret., the Blessed Virgin and hcr .
Loly spousc had gone to Bethlehem, the city of David,
from whom they were both lincally descended.

Q; In what place was the Saviour born ? .
“A. He was born in a cave that was used as a stable,
1, :
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- because the inns being all full, and St. Joseph and his -
holy spouse very poor, they were forced to take shelter
in that wretched place from the inclemency of t‘w_
winter night, being the twenty-fifth of December. N

Q. To whom'was the birth of the Messiah first made know nﬁ ?

‘A. To some shepherds who were febding their ﬁodé\ ‘

on the plams of Bethlchem: To them the angds apL

peared, singing in the/ sky,—“ Glory to God in the

. highest, and peace on earth to men of good will;” and

one of the heavénly company announced to the shep-

herds that the Saviour, Christ the Lord, was born to

- *them, and that they should find him in the c1ty of

David wrapped in swaddling’ clothes, and laid in a
" manger.

> *Q. Did the shepherds go to search for the heaven-born child 2
A. Yes, they went immediately to Bethlehem, and
found the, child, the Scripture says, with’ Mary his

A

mothel, and kneeling down they adored him. \

Q. When was the-holy name of Jesus given our divine Lord ?
‘A. On the eighth day after his birth, being the day
- when, accoxdmo' to the J. ew:sh rite, he received cir-
cumecision. :
Q. On what day does the Church commemorate this event?
A. On thefirst day of January, honored as the F&\ct
ot the Circumecision. :
Q. How was Our Saviour's birth revealed to the Gen

A. "By a star which ‘guided three wise men, said
have been lmws, to. Jcmsalem from. the East Tbxs
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was the star foretold by the false prophet Balaan} and
that prophecy had been preserved by tradmon amongst
the pagan nations of the East.

Q. What happened when these wise men, or Magi, reached
Jerusalem ?

& The star disappeared from theu‘ eyes, and they,
believing their journey at an end, went to the king's
. palace, i mqulrmg “ Where is he that is born ng of
the Jews, for,” said they, % we have scen his star in the
East, and arc come to adore him.” “V

Q. ITow did King Herod act-on hearmg ‘this negvs?

A. He asscmbled the chief priests and scribes, and
inquired of them where|the Christ wasto be born;
they dnswered,—¢ In Beﬁhlehem of Juda, for so it-is :
written by the prophet.” | Herod then sent the wise
men to seek diligently for the child, and to return and
let bin know when they had found him, that he, too,
mwrht go and adore him,

Q. How did the three Marr; discover the place where Our( CoL

Lord was?
A. By the star which re-appeared to them, and went

before them till it stood over where the child was.
Gomn' in, they found the Desired of all nations in the
stable, with Mar y Lis mother, and falling down they
adored him, offering gifts, as to a king, of gold, frankm

cense, and myrrh. '

Q. Why did Herod request the wise men to bring him word
when thoy should have found the child?

Al Becauée he meant to dcstroy him, lcst Le should,

in txmc, ‘deprive him of hls kingdom.
|

!

| |
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Q. How was this wicked design frustrated ?

A. The Magi were admonished in sleep not to re-
turn to him, and they went, ‘accordingly, by another
way to their own country.g

Q. By what festival does the Church commemorate the ador-
ation of the wise men?

A. By the Feast of the Epiphany, or Mamfestatlon _
to the Gentiles, solemmzed on the sixth day ot
Jaqpax y. h

Q With what rite of the Mosaxe ‘law did the Blessed Virgin

ly on the fortieth day after the birth of her divine son ?

A. She complied with the law which decreed that
women should be purified in the temple; at.the same -
time she presented her divine Son to his Etcrnal Father.

Q. What sacrifice did she offer on that occasion ? v
A. The sacrifice ordained for the poor, a, palr of tur- " 2

“tle doves, or two young plgeons

Q. What holy persons bore testlmony to Our Lord at his pr&
sentation ?

A. A holy old man named Simeon, and a prophetess.
naméd Anna. The former had received a promise from
God that he should not die till his cyes had seen the
salvation of Israel ; the holy woman, Anna, had served
for many years day and night in the temple.

£

Q. On what day does the Church commemorate the. two-fold
mystery of the purification, and the presentation in the temple ?
. On the second day of February, called Candle-
mas Day, when wax tapers are blessed and distributed
amongst the faithful, in remembrance of the words of
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holy Simeon, applied to the infant Saviour, “a light to
the revelation of the Gentiles.”

Q. What did Herod when he found that the wise men Lad
eluded him?,

‘A. He cruelly ordered'a general massacre of all the
male children in and around Bethlehem, of two years .
old- and under, hoping thus to ensure the destmc‘t.lon

gof the infant- Messiah.

Q. How did the holy infant escape ?

A. A angel appeared to St. J oseph in his sleep, and
warned hlm to fly with the child and his mother into -
.Eo’ypt, and to remain there until he should tell him to

- return, -St. Joseph did as he was commanded and set -
’_wht, with the divine infant
-and his mother DI

Q. Hnw long fid-the holy falmly remain in ngpt?
A, About elght years, when an angel appeared agam o
' to St. Joseph, and told him that Herod was dead, com- -
‘manding him at the same “time to take the ¢hild and
his mother back to the land of Israel. :

Q. Did St. Joseph obey this mandate ?

A, Yes, he 1mmed1ately set out with his holy spouse
‘and her divine Son, but heamxg, on the way, that Ar-
cbelaus, the son of Herod, reigned in J adea, he was

afraid to return thither, and being again admonished in

his sleep, went to Galilee, where he took up his abodé
l in Nazareth. By this means, the prophecy was fufilled,
that our blessed.Lord should be called a Nazarite.
1%
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Q How is our divine Lord supposed to have spent his time
at Nazareth ?

A. He.is supposed to have assxsted St. Joseph in lns
carpenter “work. .

Q. What remarkable circumstance occurred when our blessed
Lord was about twelve years old ?

A. He having accompanied his mother and St.
Joseph to Jerusalem to celebrate the Pasch, remained
behind them in the city, they supposing him with some
of the numerous fricnds and relatives who were" jour-
neying together ; when they missed the divine child
they returned in haste to Jerusalem and found him af-
ter three days, in the temple, disputing with the doc-
tors of the law, and astonishing all by his words of
wisdom. , .

Q‘b What did his mother say to him when she thus found
him ?

. A. She asked him why he had done so to her, and
said that she- and St. Joseph had sought him sor-
rowing.

Q. What was Our Lord’s reply ?

A. “How is it that you sought me, knew you not
that I must be abont my Father’s business ¥’ Never-
theless, the Scripture says that he went down to Naz
arcth with h/Q holy mother, and was subject to her
and St. Joseph. :

Q. What was the preaching of St. Jolin the Baptist in the
.desert, and on the banks of the Jordan where he opened his
mission ? .

A. His preacbmg was “Do penance, for the kmfr
dom of heaven is at hand.”

s
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Q Did many of the people go to hear him ¢

A. Yes, great multitudes resofted to him for instrue-
tion, and' for baptism. Amougst others went thither
our divine Lord himself, anxious to gwe au example of
hnmxhty

Q. What did St. John when he saw Our Lord coming to-him
for baptism ? .

A. He would have prevented him from subjecting
himself to such humiliation, saying : I ought to be bap-
tized by thee, and comest thou jo me ?” But our Lord
answered, “ Suffer it to be so now, for so it becometh us
to fulfil all justice.” St. John obeyed, and baptized him.

Q. What prodigy took place at this baptism ?

- A. The heavens opened over the head of our divine
Lord, and .the Holy Ghost descended on him in the®
form of a dove; at the'same time a voice was heard
from heaven, saying—“This is my beloved Son in
whom I am well pleased.!”

" Q. What did St. John say when he saw Qur Lord coming to-

wards him on the following day ?

" " A. He said, “ Behold the Lamb of God ; behold him
who taketh away the sins of the world.”
" Q. What befel St. John soon after this?

A. He was cast into prison by order of Herod the
Tetrarch, because he had rebuked him for having con-
tracted an incestuous rﬁama«e with Herodias, his
brother’s wife.

Q. What did our blessqd Lord say of St. John the Baptist
about this time:?

A. That amongst those born of woman there Wwas
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not a greater prophet than John the Baptist ; that he
was a prophet, and more than a prophet, and that it
was of him the prophet spoke when he said, “ Behold
I send my angel before thy face who shall prepare thy
way before thee.”

Q. Can you relate the circumstances of St. John's martyr-
dom?

A. Yes; Herod made a great supper on his Lirth- .
day for. all the princes and tribunes and chief men of
Galilee, when the daughter of Herodias' came in and
danced before them, and her dancing so pleased the
king that he told her to ask of him what she would,
and that he would give it to her. . Instructed by her
wicked 1other, she asked the head of John the Baptist,
who was accordingly beheaded that night, and his hcad
given her on a dish.

Q. What age was Our Lord when he was baptised ?

A: He was thirty years of age.

Q. What did he immediately after his baptism ?

A, He retired to the desert, where he spent forty
days and forty nights'in prayer and meditation, with-
out either eating or drinking.

Q. What remarkable circumstance occurred to our blessed
Lord in the desert ?

A. He was tempted -by the devil in various ways,
which he doubtless permitted for our instruction, to
show us how to resist temptation. At length, he com-

_manded the devil to leave him, when angels came and
“ministered to him,
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Q. Whither did Our Lord go after leaving the desert ?
A. He went into Galilee, where he taught open]y in
the synagogues.

Q. Why did he leave Nazareth ?

A. Because the people of that town, indignant.at
his preaching, thought to throw him from the brow of
the hill on which it is built.

Q. How did he escape their fury ?
A. The Gospel relates that “ passing through the-
midst of them, he went his way.”

Q. What was Our Lord’s first miracle ?

A. The changing water into wine at the wedding of
Cana, in Galilee, this -he did at the request of his
blessed mother who, perceiving that the wine had
failed, wished to spare the confusion of the entertainers,
and told her divine Son that therc was no wine.

Q. Whither did Our Lord go after this?
A. He went to Capharnaum, a sea-coast cxty on the
borders of Zabulon and Nepthtali.

Q. What miracle did Our Lord perform at Capharnaum ?

A. He healed the servant of a' centurion, who hear-
ing ot Jesus, sent the ancients to ask him tc heal his
servant. ' .

Q. Did Our Lord go to his house as desired ?

A. He did, and the centurion seeing him coming,
advanced to meet him, saying, “ Lord, I am not worthy
that thou shouldst enter under my roof, say but the
word, and my servant shall be healed.”
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Q. On hearing this what did Jesus say ?
A. He said, turning to the multitude who followed
~ him, “ Amen I say to you, I have found so great
~faith in Israel.” And the Scripture says, they who
were sent being returned to the house, found the ser-
vant whole who had been sick.

Q. What miracle did Our Lord perform at Naim ?

A. He raised to life the son of a widow, touched by
the grief of the afflicted mother Whom he met. follow-
ing her sou’s funeral.

Q. Amongst the great number of his disciples did not Our
Lord choose some to abide with him more Jpartieularly, and toaid
him in his mission ?

‘A. Yes, he chose twelve, to whom he gave the name
of Apostles, which signifies sent, because after his death,
they were dcstined to preach the Gospel to all natious.

Q. Who were these tivelve apostles ?

A. Pcter, who was first called Simon, his brother
Andrew, James the major, and James the minor, so
called -on account of their respective stature, Thomas,
Philip, John, Bartholomew, Simon, surnamed Zelotes,
Jude the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot.

Q. What was the employment of most of the apostles befors
they were called by our blessed Lord ?
A. Most of them were ﬁshermen on the sea of

Galilee.

Q. Whither did Our Lord retire with his disciples soon after
the miracles above related ? ]
A. He retired with them to a mountajn near Ca-
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pharnaum where he preached to them a serrion known
in Scripture as the Sermon on the Mount.

Q. Can you repeat any portion of this Sermon ?

A. Yes, the eight. beatitudes, which are as follow; ’

¢ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven ; blessed are the meek, for they shall possess
the earth ; blessed are they.that mourn, for they shall
be comforted ; blessed arc they that hunger and thirst

after justice, for they shall be filled ; blessed are the -

merciful, for they shall obtain merey ; blessed are the
‘clean of heart, for they shall see God ; blessed are the
peace-makers for they shall be called the children of
God ; blessed are they that suffer persecution for fkrht-
cousness’ sake, for {helrs is the kingdom of heaven.’

Q What form of prayet did Our Lord frame for his disciples?

A..The Lord’s Prayer, commonly called the “ Qur
Father.” -

Q. Wherpe did Our Lord preach the Gospel ?

A. Wherever an_ occasion presented itself, in city,
town, or country, in the tcmple, and in the syna-
gogucs. -

Q ‘What did he preach to the people ¢

A. He every where announced that the Messialy, so

long desired by the patriarchs, and promised by the -

prophets, had come; every where, too, he preached
penance, the contempt of riches, the forgiveness of in-
jnries, and the denial of self. -
Q. By what means did Our Lord usually instruct the Jews ?
A. By means of parables, the principal of which
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were the Prodigal Son, the Unjust Steward, Dives and

Lazarus, the Good Samaritan, the Good Sheplrerd, and
the Pharisee and Publican. ,

Q. What lesson did Our Saviour teach us by the parable of
the Prodigal Son ?

A. The folly of the sinner who wanders away from
God in the desert of sin, and the great goodness of God
who, like the father of the prodigal son is” ever will-
ing to receive him on his return. -

Q. What are we to learn from the parable of the Unjust

Steward ?

A. That we may atd should, like the unjust steward,
make friends for ourselves with the mammon of ini-
quity, which is the wealth of this world; by applying to
good purposes, and especially in charity to the poor,
and to religion, the means which God has,bestowcd
upon us.

Q. What lesson is conveyed to our understanding by the
parable of Dives and Lazarus?

‘A. The terrible punishment which awaits in the
other world, those who close their hearts against the
poor.. :

Q. What are we 'to learn from the parab]e ‘of the Good
Samaritan ?

A. That we are to comsider all mankind as our
brethren, but in a very special manner the poor and
the afflicted.

Q. And what does Our Lord teach us by the parable of t!‘e
Good Shepherd ?

.. The tender care and solicitude wherewith he
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h'r-sclf the shepherd of our souls, watches ov‘er our:
eternal welfare,

Q. And what does e teach us by the parable of the Pharisee
. and the Puablican ? -

A. The great estcem in which our God holds the
virtue of humility, and his hatred of pride and vain-
glory.

Q. What miracle did our Lord perform in the vicinity of Tyre.
and Sidon, showing his regard for humility ?

A. Being met by a woman of Canaan, who besought
him to cure her daughter who was grievously troubled
by a devil, he, at first, refused to hear her prayer, say-
ing that he was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.
But the woman persevering in her humble petition,

although the disciples’ would have driven her away,
“our dmne Lord said to her, “ O, woman, great is thy
faith, be it done to theé-as thou wilt,” and her daugh-
ter was cured from that hour.

Q. What miracle did our Lord perform near Jericho, shono ‘
the efficacy of perseverance in prayer ?

A. He cured a blind man who sat begging by the
way-side, apd who, finding that our blessed Lord was
passing by, began to cry out, “ Jesus, son of David,
have mercy on me!” Several times he was rebuked
by the disciples, and told to hold. his peace, but still
the more urgently-did he renew his petition, whereupon
our divine Lord restored his sight.

Q. What great miracle did our Lord perform in the desert for
the multitude who had gone out to hear him ?

A. Compassionating their necessities, for they had

12
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- been all the day fasting, he so multiplied five loavea

and two fishes, which a boy chanced to have, that not

. ouly did the multitade all eat in abundance, but twelve
baskets of the fragments were carried away.

Q. What stupendous miracle did our Lord -perform at
Bethany? R
" " A. He raised to life Lazarus, the brother of Mary
Magdalen and her sister Martha, although he had been
. three days in the grave.

Q. Who else did he raise from the dead ? :

A. The daugbter of Jairus, whom he took by the
hand, -and saying, “ Maiden, I say to thee, arise,” she
that had been dead arose, restored to life and health.

Q.- What eﬁ’ect did these miracles of our Lord produce?

A. They made him known throughout all Judea;
but they, at the same time, excited the jealousy and -
hatred of the Scribes and Pharisecs, and the Jewish
priests. '

Q. What directions did our Lord give his apostles? )

A. To preach the Gospel,.and to ‘confirm the doo-
trine they tanght by miracles, the "power of Worhng
whxch he lmparted to them.

Q. What did he foretel them ?

A. That they should suffer persecution for his sake,
and should be brought before governors and princes;
but that proper vsords should be put in their mouths
to speak, and that the Spmt of their Father should
speak in them.
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Q. Did our Lord send any others on the mission besides the
twelve Apostles? ’

A. Yes; he appointed seventv-two of lns disciples
to go, two and .two before him, into every town, and
city, announcing his coming. On them, also, he be-
stowed the gift of miracles.

Q. ‘Were there any persons of distinction amongst the dis-
ciples of our Lord ?

A. Yes; there were manv but they dared not pro
fess their ﬁnth openly, fearing the vengeance of the
Scribes and Pharisees. The two of these particularly
mentioned are Nicodémus, who came to our Lord by
night for instruction, and Joseph of Arimathea,

.Q. What did our Lord prophecy concerning tho Temple ? -

A. That it should be utterly demolished, so tlrat
one stone should not remain upon another.

Q. When was this prophecy fulfilled ?

A. It was partially fulfilled when the Roman Em.

.peror Titas took Jerusalem after a siege of ten years;

and the work of . destruction left unfinished by Titus,
was entircly completed by the Emperot Julian the
Apostate, who, foolishly beut on proving our Lord’s
prophecy false, attempted to rcbuild the Temple, and
dug out the very foundations, so that the prophecy
was literally fulfilled, not one stone being left ou an-
other, and so it remains to this day.

Q. How did our Lord manifest his zcal, on finding buyers
and sellers trafficking in the Temple?

A. He made a scourge of little cords, and drove out
the sheep and oxen from the court of the Temple, scat.
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tered the money of the monéy-changers, and overthrew
their tables; to the sellers of doves he said, 4 Take
these things hence, and make not the house §f my
father a den of thleves : ;

Q. What did our blessed Lord, when he saw the? h'ltred of
the Jews becoming more violent against him ?

A. He left Jerusalem for a txme, and retired into

. Gahlec ~ | ,’

\

Q. 'What occurred when our Lord:- was on his way t(IJ Gahlee?

A. Having reached Sichiar, a city of Samana, he
seated himself on Jacob’s well to rest, w hlle his dis-
ciples went'into the city to buy provisions; mcanw}nle
there came to draw water a Samaritan woman, of
‘whom hefasked a drink, and the woman was surprised
by the request, as the Jews were not permitted to hold
any intercourse with the Samaritans.

Q. What did our Lord then do ?

A. He began to discourse with the womar on the
life which is everlasting, and, finally, by mentioning to
her some sins of her past life, convinced her that he
was a prophet. - The woman then ran to the city, and
telling the people that a great prophet sat by the well,
many of them came to him and besought him to re-
main with them. He accordingly staid a little time in
their city, and during his stay, converted .numbers to
the faith.

Q. Mention what occurred during a storm on the sea of
Galilee.
A. Our Lord had gone into-a ship, in ordex to avoxd
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the pressure of the multltude that followed him.  After
having thence instructed the- people on the shom, he
dlrected his disciples to set sail for the opposite coast ;
on their way astorm arose, and ony Lord being awoke
by his disciples, rcbuked the winds and the waves, say- .

ing, “Peacc, be stxll, and immediately there was a ' -

great calm.

Q. What remarkable circumstance occurred to St. Peter on
the lake of Geneﬁarcth ?

A. St. Peter and Lis companions were, in a ship on
the lake, our Lord ha\m(r remained alone on_the shore
to pray ; the ship bcmor tossed about on the waves, our
Lord walked to it on the water, and the d]smple sup-
| posing it to be an apparition, were afraid, till the voice
of their divine Master reassured them, when St. Peter
asked him, if it were indeed himself, to make him, too,
walk on the water towards him, and our divine Lord
saying, “ Come ;” St. Peter went down from.the ship,
and walked on the water.

Q. What happened then ?

A. St. Peter having walked a httle way, his courage
failed bhim; and begmmng to sink, he cried, ¢ Loxd,
save me;” whereupon our gracious Lord took him by
the band, saying, “O thou of little faith, why didst
thou doubt ?”

Q. What did the people think on seceing the wonderful ‘
miracles of our Lord?
A. Some - thought he was John the Baptist risen
from thedead ; others that he was Elias, come down
12%
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from heaven ; and others again, that he was Jeremiah,
or onc of the prophets. :
Q. What was the reply of St. Peter, when our Lord asked
his disciples who they thought he was?
A. St. Peter’s reply -was, “ Thou art Christ, the son
of the living God.” .

Q. What remarkable words did our Saviour then address to -

. Simon Peter?

A, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona, because flesh
and blood hath not revealed: it to thee; but my Father
who is in heaven; and I say to thee, thiat thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will bmld.my Church, and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Q. What did our blessed Lord mean by ch:ingino the name
of his apostle from Simon to Peter, and saymg then, “Upon this
rock I will build my Church?”

A. Because the word Peter, or Petrus, means a rock,
and Pcter was truly the rock on which our Lord built
his Church.

Q. What other mysterious words did our Lord address to -

Peter on that occasion ?
A. “And I will give to thee the keys of the king-
dom of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on

earth, shall be bound also in heaven ; and whatsoevér.

_thou shalt loose upon eartb, shall be loosed also in
Leaven.”
Q. What did our Lord foreteil his dxsmples ab)ouc this time ?
A. That he should go to Jerusalem, and suffer many
things from the ancients and chief priests; that lie
should bo put to death, and on the third day rise again,
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<

Q. By what miraculous event did he strengthen his apostles
a few days after this?

‘A. Taking with him Peter, James, and John, he re-
tired to a mountain, called Thabor, to pray, and whilst
in prayer he was transfigured, assuming the appearance

“of a glorified body, his face radiant as the sun, and L
garments white and shining.

Q. What great personages of the old law were seen taliing
with him ?

A. Moses and Elias, who conversed with him on his
approaching passion and death in Jerusalem. .

Q. What did St. Peter exclaim on seeing this glorious sight ?

A. He exclaimed, “ Lord, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three tabernacles, one for thee, one
for Moses, and one for Elias.”

Q. What other prodigy then took place ?

A. Whilst St. Peter yet spoke, a bright cloud over-
shadowed our Lord and his two heavenly companions,
and a voice from the cloud was heard saying, ¢ This is
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased, hear ye
him.” The disciples, being afraid, fell flat on the
ground, but our Lord reassured them and told them
to rise, when they saw only himself, under his ordinary
appearance. :

Q. What did our Lord then tell his apostles?

A. He told them not to speak of the vision they had
seen until after he was risen from the dead.

Q. What did our Lord do soon after his transfiguration ?
A. He set out for Jerusalem with his disciples

o
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whorh he told that the hour of his passioﬁ was at
hand.

Q. What miraculous cure did our Lord perform on his way to N

Jerusalem ?

A. That of ten lepers, who, seeing him pass, stood
afar off, and cried out, “ Jesus, master, have mercy on
us.”  Our Saviour told them to go and show them-
sclves to the priests, and as they went they were made

clean.

Q. Did they return to thank our divine Lord for having
kealed them ?

A. Onlyone of them returned to thank him, and
our Lord said to him, “ Were not ten made clean,
where are the nine #”  From this we sec‘that Alm]ghty
God expects us to thank him for Lis graces and mercies.

. Q. What occurred at the house of a Pharisee where our
Lord was at table ?

A. A woman, named Mary Magdalen, the sister ot
Lazarus before mentioned, who had been a great sinner,
came in, bringing an alabaster box full of precious oint-
ment, with which she anointed our Lord’s feet, having
first washed them with her tears, and wiped them w1th
her hair. :

Q. What did our blessed Lord say to the Pharisee and those

around him who were scandalized at his kind reception of a pub-
lic sinner ?

A. He said, “Many sins are forgiven her, because
she loved much.” To her he said, “ Thy sins are for-
given thee.” And when Judas Iscariot began to mur-
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mur, saying that the price of the ointment had better
been’ given to the poor, our Lord added, “The poor,
you have always' with you, but me you have not
always; let her alone, she hath done it for my burial,
and I say to you that wherever this Gospel is preached
in the whole World, this thing shall be told in memory
of her.”

Q What signs did our Lord. say should precede the end of
the world?

"A. He said that there should be wars and rumors of.
wars, that nation should rise against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom, that there should be famines and
earthquakes, and such tribulation as there had ‘not
been from the beginning of the world; and that after
all these things, the sun and moon should be darkened -\
" and the stars fall from heaven. -
Q. How did he describe his own cbming at the last day ?
A. He said that the Son of Man would come in the
clouds of heaven with much power and majesty, and
“that he would send his angels with a’trumpet and a
great voice, to gather together his clect from the four
winds. :

Q How did our Lord say that he would address the just, who
on that day are to be placed on his right hand ?

A. “Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess  the
kmfrdom that was prepared for you from the beginning
of the world.”

'Q. And what was he to say to the wicked, on his left Liand ?
A, “Depart, yé cursed, into everlasting fire, pre-
pared for the devil and his angels.”
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Q. How did our divine Lord cnter Jerusalem a few days
before the Pasch, which he went to eat there with his disciples?

A. He entered riding on an ass, the ass being then
ridden by persons of distinction ; his disciples laid their.
garments on the back of the ass; many of the multi-
tude spread their garments on the way before him, and
others cut down green branches from the trees, all with
one voice crying out— Hosannah to the Son of David,
blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Loxd 3
_hosannah in the highest.” ’

Q. On what day does the Church celebrate this triumphant
entry of our Lord into Jerusalem?

A..On Palm Sunday, when branches of palms and
other evergreens are blessed and distributed amongst
the faithful, who hold them in their hands d'mng the
reading of the passion on that d-uy ‘

Q. Were not the enemies of: our blessed Lord dxspleased by
this triumpbant entry into Jerusalem ?

A. Yes, their jealous hatred was so much increased
by this manifestation of popular feeling towards out
divine Lord that they resolved to put him to death
and began to deliberate on the means of getting him
into their power. '

Q. By what means did they succeed in their malicious
design? .

A. By means of the treachery of one of the apostles,
named Judas Iscariot. Whilst they were deliberating oa
the course to pursue in order to capture our divine

+ Lord without raising & popular tumult, Judas came to
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them, and offered to deliver up his master to them for
thirty pieces of silver.

Q. What directions did our Lord give to his disciples when
he sent them into the city to prepare the Pasch ?

A. He told them %o follow a man whom they should
meet carrying a pitcher of water, and to ask the master
of the house into which he entered for a room in which
to prepare the Pasch. They did- so, and found every
"thing ready as he had told them.

Q. What did our Lord say to his apostles when they were
about to eat the Pasch together ?
. A. He said: “ With desire, I have desired to eat
_this Pasch with you before I suffer, for I say to you-
that from this time I will not eat it, till it be fulfilled
in the kingdom of God.”

Q. What remarkable act of humility did our Lord perform at
that last supper?

A. He arose from table, laid aside his outer garment,
and having girded himself with a towel, poured water
into a basin and washed the feet of his disciples.

Q. What did our Lord foretell his apostles on that occasion ?

A. That one of them was about to- betray him.

Q. What did our Lord when he and his apostles had eatex
the Pasch, and fully accomphshed the Mosaic rite ?

A. He took bread, and giving thanks, broke it} then
giving of it to each of the apostles, he said ; ¢ Thls is
my body which i's given for you, do this for a com-
memoration of me.” Taking wine in like manner, and
ngmtr to his apostles, he said: “This is the chalice,
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the new testament in my blood which shall be shed for
you.”
Q. What did our Lord tell his apostles when this solemn rite

was over ?
A. He told them to- love one another as he himself

Joved them; he told them also that his hour was
come, and that before the night had passed, all of them
should forsake him. : '

Q. What did our Lord say to Peter, when that apostle began
to protest that he would never abandon him?

A. He said, “Amen; I say unto thee, before the
cock crows thou shalt deny me thrice.”

Q. Whither did our Lord proceed after leaving the supper-
room?

A. To the garden of Olives, where, taking with him
Peter, James, and John, whom he left at a little dis-
tance in the' garden, he retired to a lonely grotto to
pray, telling his three chosen apostles that his soul was
sorrowful even unto death, and asking them to stay
and watch with him.

Q. What did our Lord thendo?

A. Falling prostrate on the gronnd, he besought his
eternal Father, saying; “ My Father, if it be possible let
this chalice pass from me ; nevertheless, not as'I will,
but as thou wilt.” -

Q. When our Lord returned to his three apostles, how did he
find them?

A. He found them asleep, whereupon he said to .
Peter, © What, could you not watch one little hour
vyith me?” DBut they soon forgot this mild reproach,

%
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for when he returned a second and a third time, he
_found them still asleep.

Q. What extraordinary proof is related in Seripture of our
Lord’s agony in the garden ?

A. Iis anguish of soul was so mtense, that it pro-
duced a bloody sweat, which trickled from every pore
of bis sacred body, and ran in large drops to the ground,
when an angel from heaven came to comfort him, be-~
reft.as he was of human consolation.

Q. What did our Lord say to his apostles when; going #o:
them at the end of his three hours’ prayer, he found them still:
asleep?

A, He s'ud %My hour is come : rise, let us go; bes-
hold, he that mll betray me is at hand.”

Q. Who appeared at that moment?
A. The traitor Judas, with a multitude of armed:
men. .

Q. What did Judas then ?

A. Advancing to his divine Master, he saluted. him
with a kiss, that being the sign which he had given toe
the Jews.

Q. What was the touching reproach addressed by our divine-
Lord to his treacherous apostle ?

A. “Friend, whereto art thou come? What! dost.
thou betray the Son of Man with a kiss 2” )

Q. What great proof of his divine power did our Lord ngo
before he gave himself up to his enemies?

A. He advanced towards the armed men who came:
" with Judas, and a_sked them whom they seught ;. they:
: ’ 13
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replied, “ Jesus of 'Nazareth ;” whereupon our divine
Lord said in a loud voice, “ I am he ;” and immediately
they fell backward, confounded by the divine majesty
-of his presence. He then gave himself up.

Q. How did the disciples act ?
A. They at first made a show of resxstance, and St.
- Peter, drawing a sword, cut off the right ear of a ser-
vant of the high priest; but our Lord commanded
‘them to desist, saying, “ Thinkest thou that if I asked
'my Father he would not send me more than twelve
Jegions of angels;” and, having healed the servant’s
-ear, he suffered himself to be led away, when the dis-
ciples all fled and left him alone in the hands of lis
encmics.
Q ‘Where was our Lord then led?
A. To the house of Caiaphas, the high priest, where
the ancients were assembled for the purpose of con-
demning him.

Q. Did any of the dxsmples follow their Master to the house of
Caiaphas?

A. Yes, St. Peter followed him afar off, and entering,
-stood at a fire in the hall amongst the officers and ser-

‘vants, awaiting the result.

Q. What occurred while St. Peter was at the fire?
A, A servant-maid accused him of having been with
Jesus of Nazareth; but St. Peter denied it, saying, “1
know not the man.” The charge was again repeated
_ by another person, when St. Peter again denied that
he knew Jesus of Nazareth, A third time, he was ac-
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cused with being a Galilean, and a follower of Jesus,
when he cursed and swore that he knew not the man,
At that moment the cock crew, and Peter remem-
bering the words of his divine Master, went forth, the
Scnpt,ure says, and wept bitterly. oo '

Q. On what did Caiphas question our divine Lord?

A. He questioned him chiefly on his doctrine, and
produced many false witnesses to prove that he had
preached doctrines contrary to the law of Moses. Our
Lord remaining utterly silent, at length the high priest

¢ said to him, % I adjure thec, by the iiving God, that
_thou tell us 1f thou be the Christ, the Son of the lxvmg
God.”

Q What did our Lord reply ?

A. He replied, “ Thou hast said 1t ” and he added,
« Hereafter thou shalt see the Son of Man sitting on
the right hand of the power of God, and coming in
the clouds of heaven.”

Q. Was the high priest convinced by these words ?

A. No, he rent his garments, saying—*He hath
blasphemed, what further need have we of witnesses?
Bchold, now you have heard the blasphemy, what
think you ¢”

Q What did they all reply ?

A. They replied with one voice, ¢ He is gullty of
death.

Q. To whom was our blessed Lord afterward sent for judg.
ment, the Jews not having the power of lifo and death?

A, He was sent to Pontius® Pilate the .Roman gov-




CATECHISM OF SACKRED HISTORY.
Y

ernor, by whom he was sent to Herod, Tetrarch of Gali.

lee, who was then in Jerusalem, our Lord being by
birth a Galilean.

Q. What did Herod ?

A. Herod, being unable to obtain any sign or mira.
‘elc from our Lord, which he had desired to see from
curiosity, clothed him in the white garment of a fool
and sent him back to Pilate.

" Q. How did Pilate act?

‘A. Pilate, seeing that it was for cnvy tne Jews had
delivered our- Lord, and that hec was innocent of any
crime, was anxious to set him free, but the Jews clamor-
ing for judgment upon him, Pilate caused him to be
scourged by his soldiers, then brought him to a balcony
ard showed him to them, bruised and mangled as he
was, supposing that the sight would move them to
. nity.

Q. Did the Jews relent at the sight of our blessed Lord in
that sad condition ?

A. No, they cried out the more, “Crucify him!
crucify him !” and when Pilate asked them why they
wished to put him to death, whereas he was innocent,
they cried out, “ His blood be on us, and on our child-
ren! away with him! crucify him!” Then Pilate,
taking water, washed his hands before them, to show
that he was not guilty of the death of that just man,

. nevertheless delivered him to the Jews to be crucified,
according to the Roman law.
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Q. What did Judas when he heard that his divine- Master-
was condemncd ?

A. Being filled with remorse, he brought back the

thirty pieces of silver saying to the chief priests and
ancients, “I have sinned in betraying innocent blood.
But they said, “ what is that to us? look thou to it;”
whereupon the wretched Judas, throwing the picces of
_ silver on the ground went and hung himself in despair.

Q. What use did the chief priests make of the thirty pieces of
silver returned by Judas?

A. They bought with them a piece of ground called
“the potter’s ﬁel( " to be a burying place for strangers';
on which .account it was called Haccldama, or tlw
field of blood. :

Q. Whom did the Jews compel to assist our Lord in carrying
his cross ?

A. Simon the Cyrencan, who happened to be com.
ing into the city at the time.

Q Who were crucified with our Lord ? . /
A. Two thieves, who were placed onc on cither side,
in order to make his death more ignominious, ‘

Q. What inscription was placed over the cross by Pilute's
orders?

A. “Jesus of Nazareth, king of t‘m Jows” * Tt was
written in Hebrew, Greck, and Latm, so that all might
read. ‘

Q. How long did our Lord hang on tlie cross before he
expired 7

¢

A. He Imn« on the cross three hours, durmv which

lcx*
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t‘ime his bIessed Mother, his beloved dxscaplc St. John,
and Mary Magdalen, remained with him, witnessing his
. sufferings, and listening to the cruel mockery and the
uthous blasphemy of the mﬁmate mob who sur-
rounded the cross.

Q. What remark\:le words were uttered by our blessed Lord
on the cross ?

A. First, a prayer for his ememies ; ; “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.” Secondly,
a recommendation of his mother- to St. John and of
St. John to his mother—to St. John, «Bchold. thy
mother,” to'the Blessed Virgin—* Behold thy son.”

Q. What other remarkable words did he speak ? .
A. “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me #”

_and to one of the thieves crucified with him who became

God." L

penitent, hie said : * This day thou shalt be with me in
paradise ! at length, when -his sacred blood was all
spent, and nature quite exhausted, he bowed his divine
head, saymg, 1t is consummated,” and explred

Q On what day does the Church commemorate the dea.h of
our divine Lord ?
A. On Good Frlday, when all the churchesyag

’dlaped in mourning, and the faithful called together

to meditate on the Death and Passion of the Son of ,

Q. What strange phenomeua occurred at the death of our
Savxour?

" A. There was daaness over the earth for three
hours ; the earth trembled, rocks were rent, and many
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of the dead arose and were seen “alkmg in the streets
“of Jerusalem, and at the moment when onr divine Lord
cxpired, the veil of.the temple was rent from top to
bottum, deuotmv that the old law was mow at an cnd

Q. What did the Roman centurion and hns ':oldlerﬂ w'ho were
‘un guard around the cross say, on witnessing these pr&hgxes?

A. They struck their breasts and said, Indeed this
~ was the Son of God.” -

Q. Who took charge of our Lord's burial ? .
A. Joseph of Arimathea, and Nicodemus, who em-
balmed our Lord’s sacregl:)dy and wrapping it infine
. linen, laid it in a new ‘sepulchre hewn out of a rocL, '
wherein no man had yet lain.

Q. What request did the chxef pnests and the Phansees make
to Pilate ?

A. To have our Lord’s sepulchre guarded till the
third day, lest the disciples should steal the body, and
give out that their Master had arisen, according to his
own prediction.

Q. Did Pilate grant this requm?

A, He did, and giving them a guard, to]d them—
% Go, guard it ‘as you know.” They went- then and
sealed the great stone which closed the mouth of the
sepulchre. -

Q. What happened next morning at dawn of-day ?

A. Our divine Lord arose gloriously from the sepul- -
ehre, and came forth, to the great terror of theé guards
set to watch, who through fear, became as dead men. .
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- Q- 'Who came first to the sepulchro after the resurnet.ey .
A. Some loly women, amongst whom was Murr
Magdalen, and Mary, the mother of James.

Q. What did they behold on reaching the sép\xiléhre ?

A. The great stone was rolled back from the menth |

- of the sepulchre, and on it sat an angel, his raiment as™
snow, and his countenance as lightning.

Q. What did the angel say to the women ? -

A. “Fear not, for I know that ye seck Jesus, who
was crucified. He'is not. here, for he is risen, as he :
said. Come and see the place where the Lord. was |
laid ; and going quickly, tell ye Lis disciples that he is
risen, and will go before you into Galilee.”

" Q How dd the guards act when they recovered from their
first terror ? :
. -A. They fled to Jerusalem, and told the chief priests
all that had happened, when moncy was given them to
say that the disciples of Jesus had stolen Lis Lody
-while they slept.

Q. To whom did our divine Lord first appear ?

-~ A. To St. Mary, Magdalen, who had rehmained weep
ing at the sepulchre after St. Peter and St. Johi had
gone thence, o

Q. What did our Lord say to Mary Magdalea when iz lLer

.Joy shie would have embraced hus feet 2

A. Ile said, “Do not touich me, for I am not as. ,

cended to my Father.” He charged her then to ga
tell the disciples that he had arisen, and would soon
ascend to his Father and theirs,
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Q. Did the disciples believe what Mary Magdalen and the
sthers told them?

A. No, they at first, refused to believe them, suppos- °
ing they had only imagined that they saw the things
they relat,ed ,

Q. To ) whom did our Lord next appear on the day of his re-:
surrection ? U

A. To two of hxs_disgples, on the way to Emmaus ;
with them he went to their lodgings, although they at

[ first knew him not; but having expounded to them all

the Secriptures, they knew him, the Scripture says, in
the breaking of bread. That same evening, he ap-
peared to others of his disciples, whilst they llstened to
the story of the two from Emmaus.

Q. What happened on the following Sunday, which we now
call Low Sunday ?

A. On that day the disciples being assembled, and
with them St. Thomas Didymus, one of the apostles,
who having been absent on the former oceasion, re-
fused to believe that our Lord had appeared to them.
He suddenlgstood in their midst, saying, “ Peace be
to you,” and made St. Thomas feel the wounds in his
hands and in his mde, in order to convince his in-
credulity.

Q. When did our Lord agmn appear to his disciples?

A. When they were " fishing on the sea of Galilee,
where they had toiled all' night, and taken nothing;
but ke, calling'to' them from the shore to let down
their met on the right side, they did so, and imme-
diately it was filled. They then said to cach other,

e
.
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“It is the Lord;” and St. Peter, throwing himself: ints
the sea, swam towards him, followed by the otherdis-
ciples, when our Lord partook of the dinner which they

prepared ,
" Q.. What great commission did our Lord gwoto St. Péter
oz that occasion ?

A. To feed his lambs, and his sheep, meaning that
he was to nourish the people and pastors of the Church
with sound doctrine. - .

Q. What did our Lord say to his eloven remaining apostles,
when they mef, him on the Mount by his appointment ?

A. Ile saxd “All power is -given to me in heaven
and in ecarth. Going thercfore, teach ye all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and be-

"hold, I am with you all"days, even to the consumma-
tion of the world.” .

Q. On what aay” does the Church commemorate the resurrec-
-tion of our Lord? . ¥

A. On Easter Sunday.

Q. How long'did our Lord remain on carth aﬁ:er his resurrec-
tion ?

A. Forty days, during which time he was employed
instructing his apostles, and preparing them for their
great mission. At the end of those forty days, he as-
cended into heaven from the top of Mount Olivet, in
presence of his blessed mother, his apostles, and dis-
ciples. :
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Q. What part of the Bible contains the history of the first
thirty. years after our Lord's ascension ?

A. The Acts of the Apostles.

Q. At what time did St. Matthew, the first of the Evangelists,
write his Gospel ?

A, About six or cight years after our Lord's ascen’
sion.

Q When did St Mark write the Gospel which bea:s his,
name?

A. About ten years after our Lord’s ascension.

Q. When did St. Luke write his Gospel?

A. About twenty years after the ascension of our
divine Lord. -$t. Luke also wrote the Acts of tha
Apostles, about ten years later than his Gospel.

Q. When did St. John write his Gospel ?

A. About sixty-threc years after our Lord’ ascen
sion.

" Q. What was the first lmportant act of -the apostles after our .

Lord’s ascension ?
A. They proceeded to elect a successor for the trai-

tor Judas,’# orderto fill up the vacancy in- what is
called the College of tlie Apostles, that is to say, the
twelve originally appointed by our Lord. Guided by
divine inspiration, their choice fell on Matthias.

Q. . When did the Holy Ghost descend on the apostles, as our
Lord had promised that he should ?
" A. Ten days after ‘the ascension of our Lord, and
ﬁftv days after his resurrection. -

Q: Can you describe the descent of the Holy Ghost?

A. The Blesged Virgin and the apostles were all asscm-}
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bled in an “apper room, awaiting the pr mised event,

when suddenly a sound was heard as of a niighty wind '

coming, and therc was seen parted tongucs as of fire.
descending on the heads of the apostles, who were all

_ filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak divers
tongues, which they had never before spoken.

Q What did the people of various countries assembled in
Jerusalem say, when they heard the .\postles speaking their
- several languages ?

. A. They asked how it came that these men, being
Jews and Galjleans, spoke to them so that ‘each heard
the language of his own country.

Q. Which of the apostles .preached first to the wultitudes in
explanation of this prodigy.? ’

4. St. Peter, whose preaching, aided by the Holv
Ghost, was so effective that some three thousand were
converted and baptized, and from that we may date
the foundation of the Chureh, :

Q. What kind of life did the early Christiang lead ? -

A. They led a life  of great piety and simplicity;
they had all things in common; those who were
wealthy disposing of their goods and possessions for
the benefit of all, and the apostles distributed amongst
them what the necessities of each required.

Q. Did the apostles confirm their preachmg by miracles, asour

Lord had foretold ?
A. Yes; they performed many and great miracles,

equal, indeed, to those wrought by thelr divine Master,
while on carth, . :
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+ Q. Mow did the priests and the Sadducees act, when they
. found the apostles preaching to the people ?

A. They put them in prison for a night, and next
day brought them before the Council, in which the
high priest presided.

Q. Which of the apostles answered for tlie others before the
Council ?

A. St. Peter, who =a1d amongst other thmgs, spcak—
ing of the name of our blessed Lord, “ For there is no
other name under heaven mven to men whereby we
must be saved.”

Q. How.did the high priest and the Council act on hearing
St. Peter’s defence of the apostles?

A. They threatened them with the scverest punish-

ment, if they preached again such doctrines to the peo-
ple; but they did not dare, at that time, to inflict cor-
poral punishment upon them, for fear of the peop.e.
It was not long, however, until St. Peter was again ar.
rested, and scourged, for preaching Christ crucified.

Q. Who were the deacons ? .

A. They were holy men, appointed by the apostles,
to assist them in their arduous labors, especially in the
dstribution of alms, and the admmlstratlon of bap-
tism.

Q. Who were the first deacons?

A. Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicholas, seven in-all.

Q. Who was the first martyr?
A. Stcphen, the first of the deacons, a man of ﬂrLat
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holiness of life, and wonderfally endowed with the gift
of miracles. '

Q. Why did the Jews put St. Stephen to death ?

A. Beeause, when they dragged him before the
Council, he steadfastly maintained the divinity of
Christ. Enraged by his courage and fortitude, they
took him out of the city and stoned him to death.

Q. What remarkable circumstance occurred at the martyrdom
of St. Stephen?

A. Looking up to heaven, the holy deacon exclaimed,
1 see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man stand-
ing on the right hand of his Father.” Then falling on
his knees, he ecxclaimed, “Lord, lay not this sin.to

their charge,” and expired. :

Q. To whom did the Jews give St. Stephen's outer garments
to hold while they stoned him ?

A. To a young man named Saul, a native of Tarsus,
then a furious persecutor of the Christians, but after-
wards a zealous apostle of Christ. :

Q. What was the effect of St. Stephen's martyrdom ?

A. The faithful fled in terror from Jerusalem to - all
the neighboring provinces, thus spreading the knowl-
edge of the truth which is in Christ.

Q. Whither did St. Philip, the second of the deacons, go?

A. He went to Samaria, where he converted great
numbers to the faith, amongst others the treasurer of
Candace, queen of Ethiopia.

Q. How was Saul employed during this time ?
A. He was persecuting the infant Church to the
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utmost of his po@er ;- and not content with doing so in
and “around Jerusalem, he asked letters of the high
* priest to the synagogues in Damascus, so that he might
go thither in quest of any Christians who might be it
that city, in order to bring them bound to Jerusalem.

Q. What oocurred whilst Saul was on his way to Damascus?

A. A bright light suddenly shone around him, so-
dazzling that it struck him with blindness, and he heard
a voice calling, “ Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?”
Amazed and terrified, he fell prostrate on the ground,
and asked, “ Who art thou, Lord #” When the an-
swer was given him, “I am Jesus, whom thou perse-
cutest.” " Saul then asked, “ Lord, what wilt thou have
me do?” Arise, and go into the city,” said our Lord,
“and there it sb»>ll be told thee what thou must do.”

Q. What did J2al then do? .

A. Being nnable to see, he was led by his compa- -
nions tc Darzascus, where he remained three days and
three pights without food. Being restored to sight by
a holy man named Ananias, who alse instructed and
baptized him, Paul, as he was thenceforward called,
became as zealous a Christian as he had before been &
* Jew, and preached Christianity in the synagogues. ’

Q. Were the Jews of Damascus enraged at Saul's conver-
sion ? .

A. Yes; they. sought to kill him, but the faithful
succeeded in concealing him from their fury, and let
him down from the town wall by night in a basket, so
that he escaped, and returned to Jerusalem.

A
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Q. How was St. Paul received by the apostles in Jerusalem ¢
-A. At first they shunned him, doubting the sincerity
of his conversion, and fearing that he meant'to betray
them ; but Barnabas having introduced him to them,
and related the manner of his conversion, they joyfully
received him, and he appeared openly with them,
preachinf the fdlth to Jews and to Gentiles..

Q. What is meant by the word Gentiles ?

A. All the nationsiof the earth except the Jews,
who alone worshipped the true God.-

Q. Who was the first Gentile converted to the faith ?

A. Cornelius, a "Roman centurion, dwollmg in
Cesarea.

Q. By whom was Cornelius converted ?

A. By St. Peter, who was. conducted to him in a
miraculous manner.

Q. What befel St. James, brother of St. J olm ?

~A. He was beheaded by order of Herod.

Q. Why did Herod then imprison St. Peter?

A. To please the Jews, by whom that apostla was
recogmzed as the head of the new religion.

Q. How was St. Peter delivered from prison ?

A. He was delivered by an angel, who, awaking
him, where he ]ay sleeping in thé:‘mdst of his guards,
desired him to arise and follow liim. He did so, sup-

“posing that it was only a dream, till on reachmo_ the
city gate, it opened of itself, and the angel disappeared.
Then St. Peter knew that the Lord had delivered him
from the hands of Herod.
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R
Q.WhatwastheendofHerod? _
A. He was caten alive by worms. A terrible in-

stance of the wrath of God against the impious sinner. .

'Q. How was St. Paul employed during this time? -

A. Being obliged to fly from Jerusalem, the breth.
ren conveyed him safely to Tarsus, his native city,
whence, at the request of St. Barnabas, he went with
him to Antioch, where they converted such multitudes
of people that it was there the disciples of the new re-
ligion were first called Christians.

Q Where else did SS. Paul and Barnabas go?

A. To the island of Cy prus, where the Roman pro~
consul embraced the faith, in consequence of a miracle
wrought by St.Paul on a magician of Lis household,
named Elymas, whom he struck with blindness for his
obstinate incredulity.

Q. What miracle did St. Paul perform at Lystra?

A. He cured a man who had been a cripple from.
his birth. ‘

- Q. How were the heathen inhabitants of the place affected by
this great miracle ?

A, They thought that their gods had come on earth
in human form, and would have offered sacrifice to St.

Paul and St. Barnabas had not the two apostles pre-
vented them from doing so, by assuring them that they

were mortals like themselves, who had come amongst
them to announce the true God. :

Q. How did these same people of Lystra treat St. Paul a few
uays alter ? :

A. Being excited against him by the malice of the
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Jews, thcy stoned him, till they believed him dead, but
when they left him he recovered, and went soon after
with St. Barnabas, to preach the gospef in other
“places. -

Q. Where, and on what occasion, was the first council held ?

‘A. It was held in Jerusalem, and was convened by
the apostles on account of a dispute raiséd by the
* Jewish conyerts, who would insist on having the Gen-
tile converts subjected to the observance of the Mosaic,:
" as well as the Christian” law. " This first general coun-
cil, called the Council of Jerusalem, was held in the
- year of Our'Lord 51. |

Q. To what countries were St. Paul's apostolic labors princi-
pally confined?

A. To certain parts of Greece and of A51a Minor,
throngh which countrics, he traveled continually, from
_province to province, and from island to island, where-
ever the wants of the infant Church most urgent]y re-
quired his presence. Every where his life was in dan-
ger from the fury of the Jews, '

Q “For what were Paul and his companion Silas, t.hrown into
prison at Philippi ?

A. For having cast an evil spirit out of a young

~ woman who having been employed by magicians as a

.p‘thoness, or fortune-teller, was useless to them after

her exorcism, and they, therefore, accused Paul and

Silas to the magistrates, who condemned them to be

scourged and imprisoned. '
Q. How were St. Paul and his coxnpamon delivered ?

A" At midnight; while they were praying in their
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prison, an earthﬁuake shook the walls, and threw the ,
doors open, so that they escaped for that time the fury
of their persecutors.

Q. What celebrated personage was converted by St. Paul at
Athens ? . .
A. Denis, or Dionysius, called the Areopagite.

Q. What remarkable inscription did .St. Paul find ou one o
the pagan altars of Athens?
A. Onone of them he found inscribed, © To the un-

known God,” from which he took occasion to cxplain
to them, standing in the midst of the Acropolis, their
chief temple, that this God to them unknown was the
one true God, the great ¢reator of heaven and carth.

Q. What occurred on St. Paul's retura to Jerusalem ?

A. In the midst of the great rcjoicings amoungst the .
Christians, for his safe return, he was seized by the
Jews, who dragged him out of the temple, and would
have killed him but for the Roman tribune who
rescued_him th.h much difficulty, but Lept him a
'pl xsoner.

Q. Did the Jews still continue their persecution of St. Paul ?
" A. They did, and on many occasions he came near -
being slain by their malice. On’ one occasion they
conspired to murder him in prison, but the conspiracy
being discovered in time, the hely apostle was sent une
der a strong guard to Felix, the Roman governor at
Cesarea, where he was kept two years in prison,

Q. What did St. Paul on finding that the Jews wero intrigus
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- ing to have him sent to Jerusalem, with intent to kill him on -
the way ?

A. He appealed to Cesar, that is to say, the Em
peror of Rome. '

Q. What then befel St. Paul ? L

A. He was sent with some other prisoncrs to Rome,
but 'on the way thither, the ship in which they bad
sailed, was wrecked on the coast of Malta. The ship
was broken to pieces but for the sake of his faithful
apostle, St. Paul, the Lord preserved the lives of all
on board.

Q. Did St. Paul perform any miracles during lns three
months’ stay in Malta ?

A. Yes, he cured the father of his host, Publius, who
was ill of fever, after which all the sick were brought
to him. and he cured them.

Q. Whlther did St. Paul go after leaving Malta ? ,
A. He went to Rome, where though kept a pmsoner ]
for two 'years, he was treated with Lmdness and -cour-
tesy, and permitted to. preach, and instruct el who
came to him, d

-
Q How many eplstles aro contamed in the New T%staf
ment ? ’

A. Twenty-one; fourteen of which were written by
St. Paul ; one by St. James; two by St. Peter, three
by St, Jobn and one by St. Jude.

Q. Which were the epistles written by St. Paul ?
A. One to the Romans; two to the Corinthians;
one to the Galatians ; one to the Ephesians; one to




CATECHISM OF SACRED KHISTORY. 165

the Philippians; one to the Colossians ; two to the
Thessalonians; two to Timothy ; onc to Titus; one to
Philemon ; and one to the Hebrews.

Q. Who were Timothy, Titus, and Philemon ?

" A. Timothy was bishop of Ephesus, Titus, bishop of -

Crete, and Philemon, a noble citizen of Colossia.
Q. Whero and when did St. Paul write his epistle to the
- Romans ?

A. At Corinth, about twenty-four years after our
Lord’s ascension, when he was preparing to go to Jeru-
salem with charitable contributions from the Christians
in Greece to their suffering brethren in Judea. \\

Q. When dxd ‘St. Paul write his epistles to the Corinthians ? \\
- A. About the same year in which he wrote lns epis- \
tle to the Romans.

& Q. Where and when did St. Paul write his epistle to the

Galatians ?
A. He wrotc it in Ephesus, about:twenty-three ycars
after our Lord’s ascension. E

Q. When and where did St. Paul write his epistle to the
Ephesians? -

A. Abeut twcnty-mne years after our Lord’s ascen-
sion, whilst "he 'was a ptisoner in Rome. About the
same time he wrote his epistle to the Ph*hppxans, and
also that to the Colossxans '

Q. When did St. Paul write his epistles to the Thessalonians ?
A. About nmcteen years after our . Lord’s ascension,
so that they were the earliest in point of time. He

|

!
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wrote them on occasion of a persecution raised i in Thes-
salonica by the nnbehevmg Jews.

Q. When did St Paul write his epxst}gs to Txmothy and
Titus ?

A. About thlrty-three years after our Lord’s ascenr
sion ; the second epistle to Timothy appears to have
been written during St. Paul’s imprisonment in Rome. .

Q. When did he write his eplstle to the Hebrews, or con-

. verted Jews? )
A. About twenty-nme years after our Lord’s ascen-

alOl’l. *

Q. When did St. James write his epistle, styled Catholic, or
universal, on account of its being addressed to all the fmthful in
general ?

A. About twenty-exght years after our Lord’s ascen-
sion, a little before he suffered martyrdom.

" Q. Which St. James wrote the epistle ?

A. He that was called St. James the Less, a cousin
of our Lord according to the fiesh, and first bishop of
Jerusalem. .

Q. When did St. Peter write his first epistle, and to whom ?

~ A. He wrote it in Rome about fifteen years after .
our Lord’s ascension, to the faithful dispersed through .
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.

Q. When aid St. Peter write his second epistle ?
A. About thirty-five years after our Lord’s ' ascen
sion, and a little before his martyrdom. ’
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- Q. When and to whom did.St. John write his first epistle ?
- A. About sixty-six years after our Lord’s ascension,
to all the faithful, without exception.

+ Q. To whom did St John write his second and third
epistles ? ‘ ’ :

A. Thesecond he wrote to a pious lady named Electa,

and her family, whom he instructs, warning them to
avoid all communication with the teachers of false doc-
trines. The third, St. John wrote to a Christian named
Gaius, ’

Q. When and to whom did St. Jude write his epistle ?

A. The epistle of St. Jude appearsto have been
written when all the other apostles except St. John
were dead. It was addressed to the faithful in general.

Q. When did St. John write the Apocalypse, or Book of
Revelations ?

A. About sixty-four' years aﬁ:er our Lord’s ascen-

sion, while the holy apostle, then far advanced in years,
was cxiled by order of the Roman emperor Domltlan,
to the island of Patmos.

Q. How did St. Peter end his life?

A. After preaching the Gospel, in Italy, and other
provinces of the West, he went to Rome, where he
met St. Paul, and after laboring with bim to extend

and”establish the faith in that city, he was crucified in’

the persccutlon/ralsed by the wicked Emperor Nero.,

Q. What have you to remark of St. Peter s glorious martyr-
dom ?
"A. Being condemned to die on the cross, through a

\
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spmt of comptmctlon and humility, he made it his re.
quest that he should be crucified with his head down.
wards, which was doune accordingly, and such was the
death cheerfully suffered by the I’unce of thc Apost es,
the first Vicar of Chnst on earth.

2

Q. How and When did St. Paul die ?

A. St. Paul gained the crown of martymom about
the same time as his brother apostle, and fellow-laborer,
St. Peter, but he being a Roman citizen, might not be
crucified, and was, thcrefore, beheaded.

Q. How did St. Andrevw, brother of St. Peter, end hlS life?

A. He was crucified for the faith at. Achaia in
Greece, after preaching the Gospel in Scythia, and-
various countrics of Greecc

Q. What have you to relate of St. James, cailed the MaJor
or Great?

A. St. James the Major, who was a brothcr of St -
Johan the Evangelist, is supposed after the martyrdom
of St. Stephen, to have preached to the Jews (‘xspersed
amongst the Gentiles. He also preached the Gospel
in Spain, of which country he is considered the apostle.
IIe returned to Jerusalem, aftcr ten years apostolie
labor, and was beheaded by order of king Herod
Agrippa. St. James was the first of .the apostles whe
suﬂ'cred martyrdom

Q. What have you to relate of St. John, the Evangelist ?
A. St. John did not die a martyr to the faith like
so many others of the.apostles, although he was once
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tbrown into a caldron of boiling oil by order of the
Emperor Domitian, but miraculously escaped unhurt.

Q. What became of him afterwards? ‘
A. He was banished to the island of Patmos, where
_he wrote his Revelations, and returning thence after a
year of exile found that St. Timothy, bishop of Ephesus
had suffered martyrdom a little before ; St. John then
took charge of the Church of Ephesus, and died biskop
of that city, at a very advanced age.

Q. What was the end of St. Philip?

A. ‘After the descent of the Holy Ghost, St. Philip
went to Phrygia, where he preached the Gospe] and
died at an advanced age, at Hieropolis, in that
country. - :

.

Q. What have you to tell of St. Bartholomew ?

A. St. Bartholomew is supposed to have been iden-
tical with Nathaniel, a doctor of the law, who was
brought to Christ by St. Philip, and chosen as’an apos-
" tle by our Lord. St. Bartholomew preached the Gos-
pel in the East, and especially in India. His apostolic
labors were crowned by the grace. of martyrdom,
whilst preaching to some obstinate pagans in Armenia.
Some historians say that St. Bartholomew was cruci-
fied, others that he was flayed alive.

‘Q. In what countries did St. Thomas preach the Gospel !

A. There was none of the apostles to whom a wider
field of apostolic labor was given than to St. Thomas,
surnamed Didymus. He first preached the Gospel in
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Parthia, then in other parts of the East, in Media,
Persia, and, it is said, also in India and Ethiopia.

Q. What was the manner of this apostle’s death ?

A. He suffered martyrdom, at Meliapor, on the Cor-
omandel coast, where his body was found pierced with
lances. . :

Q. What was the end of St Mathew, the Apostle and
Evangelist? o

A. St. Mathew, is said to have suffered martyrdom
in Parthia, after having preached thé:Gospel in Judea,
and afterwards. in various countries of the East. =~

Q. What have you to relate of St. James, called the Less,
first bishop of Jerusalem ?

A, St. James the Less was the sister’s som of the .
Blessed Virgin. He was reverenced even by the Jews
for the austere sanctity of his life, and for a long term
of years governed the faithful of Jerusalem, though
continually menaced with persecution. At length
Ananias the high priest, took him to the top of a'high
‘tower, threatening him with death if he did not preach
against the religion of Christ to the multitude assem-
bled below. ’ . ’

Q. What did St. James do?
A. He gladly took the opportunity of preaching
Christ crucified to the people, with his usual zeal and
- fervor, and was, therefore, cast from the top of the
‘tower; he was not entirely killed by the fall, and rais-
ing himself on his knees, began to supplicate the Lord
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. for mercy on lns persecutors, when the Jews stoned
him to death.

Q. Who was St. Jude, surnamed, Thaddeus, and what was his
end ?

A. St. Jude was the brother of St. James the Less,
and like him, therefore, a nephew of our blessed Lady.
He preached the Gospel in Judea, Samaria, Syria, and
Idumea. St. Jude suffered martyrdom in Armema,
though some historians say, in Persia. He is said to
have been shot to death with arrows, some say whilst
fastened to a cross, .

. Q. What is related of . St. Simon, surnamed Zelotes, or the
Zealot, on account of his great zeal ?

A. He is said to have preached the faith in Eo'ypt,
and other countries of Africa, and subsequently in the
East, ‘'where he is supposed to have died on a cross, in
'Suanir, a city of Persia.

Q What was the life and death of the apostle St. Mathias,
the successor of Judas Iscariot ?

‘A, St. Mathias was remarkable for his mor tlﬁed 'md
austere life. He preached the faith in Cappadocla, and
along the shores of the Caspian Sea, and received the
crown of martyrdom at Colchis.

Q. What is related of St. Mark, the Evangelist?
A. St. Mark was a disciple of St. Peter, by whom he
was~appointed to the see of Alexandria, in Egypt,

where he ‘made numerous converts, but had to fly on

two occasions from the fury of the pagans. On the
. pagan feast of the Egyptian idol Serapis, they dragged

N
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the holy bishop and Evan’ge!ist from the altar where
he had been offering up the Holy Sacrifice, and cast
him into prison. . ‘ :

Q What was the manner of St. Mark’s death?

A. On the following day,. his persecutors dragged
him along the streets till his blood and fragments of
his mangled flesh strewed the way ; yet in the midst
of his torments he never ceased praising and thanking
God, and so gave up his blessed spirit.

-—

Q. Who was' St. Luke, the Evangelist ? .

A. St. Luke was a native of Antioch, was well in-
structed in the learning of those times,.and had been a
Physician by profession. He also excelled in painting,
and is said to have painted portraits of our Lord and
his blessed Mother. St. Luke accompanied St. Paul -
in many of his journeys and visitations, and was much
beloved by that great apostle. :

Q- How and when did St. Luke die?

A. He died at an advanced age, according to some
historians peacefully and Ifaturally, but " others say

- that he suffered martyrdom. It is certain, that what-
ever might have beeh the manner of his death, St.
Luke endured many sufferings for the faith, .

Q What have you to observe of the Apostles and Evan-

* gelists generally?

A. That they all suffered persecution for the faith -
and that most of them, like their divine Mastor, died
" ignominiously and in torment,
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Q. What do you infer from that ?

A. That as the Church was founded in blood, even
the blood of Christ and his apostles, and as persecution
was the lot of her divine Founder and his first apostles,
so has it been ever since the lot of - the Church he
founded on the rock of Peter; that Church against
which he promised that the gates of hell shounld never
prevail, and that he himself would be with her all
days, even to the consummation of the world,

v
.
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