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Our St. Marys Schools

CHAPTER |
l)ll mieer [)il_\'!‘.

One of the important factors that influenced the history of the
origin of common schoois in ontario dates from the Jatter part of
the Eighteenth century, when the United Empire Loyalists turnid
their backs on the ecomparaitlve comforts and advantages that had
surrounded their homes in the New England colonics and set their
faces towards the unbroken forests, which alterwards bieame Up-
per Canada, These peopie had ben, as a rul educated in jo0d
schools, established by thelr British forefathers and th wl hther
property they left behind, but in their new sctilements as soon as
they had sufficlontly advaue'd to protect themselves from hunger
and from the inclemencies of the weather their thoughts at once
turned towards the gsecuring of a measure of education for thelr chil-
dren, This was lmperfeetiy suppled by a system of private schools
stattercd throughout the settiements, but an agitation soon aros:
to secure publie support for schools, and as a result large tracts
of lands were get aside for school purposes. About 1520 a Township
Common Schools Act was pass &, and a little later a Genera! Sap-
erintend nt of Education was appointed, and an endeavor made 1o
secure sowe uniformity of system, Various changes were made in
the subscquent years, especially after the troubles of 1837, until in
1846 our presenl system was ¢s ablished as a result of the fnves-
tigations of Dr. Ryerson in Ur.at Britain and Irveland, in Euroje
and in the New England sin

The township of Blanshard, fueluding the site of Lthe present town
of St. Marys, was until 1841 an unbroken forest, and formed part of
what was known as the Huron tract, a large block of land which
had come into possession of a colonizing eompany known as the
Canada Company. Under the supervision of Mr. Thomas Mereer
Jones, & Canada Company commissioner, the sury of the Township
of Blanshard was made and was completed in 1830, In the spring
of 1511 the [irst settlors reached the Junetion  of  Trout
Creck with the Thames River and founded the acttlement known for
some years as Littie Fal's, In the fall of this same year Commiss-
sioner Joncd and Mr. Lauriston Cruttenden, a prominent figure in the
after<histery of the settlement, attended a public sale of eompany
lands at Little "als,

Mr. James Ingersoll, a member of a United Empire Loyal'st
family, which had previously given their name to what Is now the
town of Ingersoll, entered in Seplember 1841 into an  agreement
with tho Canada Company by which for a cash consideration and a
block of land embracing almost the whole central part of the fu-
ture site of Bi, Marys, he agreed toerect a sawmill and o jgrist-
mill for the use of the gelt'ors. I8 brothers, Thomas Ingersol, fa-
ther of the late Justus Ingersoll, settled in Lictle Fa'ls and at onee
began the erection of a sawmi!, and the following year the grist
mill was sommenecd. e a'so hollt o double log house where Me,
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Chalmers® hardware now stands. In one end of this he lived with h's
family, and in the other end h's son, John Ingersoll, who Is stil
living in St. Louls, kept a few articles in general use for sa'e; th's
being the first store in the vilage. This little apartment was on'y
occupled as a store for a comparatively short time as more preten-
tious structures were erceted, and in it, when vacated, Mr, Walter
Lilly, the first shoemakcer of the village is sald to have taught the
few children of the settlement, Hie and the teachers for a few years
following conducted private schools, the township not yet having

been divided up into properly orzanized school seetlons, Thus we s
how closely fo'lowing the o g upof the settlement were efforts
made to provide for the chi 1 the advantages of cducation,

In the fall of 1842 an ¥ hman named Nicholas Rogers, fa-
ther of Mr. Thomas It I wme to the settlement and buill a
log house on what is nos ltogers farm, almost across the road
from Mr. Doolittie’s fa and being a man of some cducation
he was induced by th agers to open a private school In h's

own house, This he did and in the winters of 1843-44 he taught
the <hildren of the settlement., For his services Mr. Rogers was
paid in part by work done on his farm by parents of the children,
Nor did his educational work end here, as to him was entrusted the
task of divid'ng the township into school sections. Little Fa ls was of
course, ineluded in one of the rural sections and so remained unt
its Incorporation as a village about Len years later.

Following Mr. Rogers, Dr Coleman, a medical praciitioner,
taught In a bullding situatcd cn a hill, since levelled, that occu-
pled the site of our town ha'l. Inthis building the first sccondary
school work ever taught in the vilage was taught by Dr. Coleman
He in addition to tho subjeets belonging to the common school,
also took up high school or what was then known as grammar
school work, The Coleman faml'y were among the earliest settlers
on the North Ward hiil, and th ir house still remains, being oe-
cupied by Mr. Joseph Patterson, The collegiate grounds and sev-
eral adjoining lots formed part of the Coleman estate at this time,
Dr. Coleman's son James was for many years Division Court Clerk
in St. Marys.

By the year 1845 the se tlement had attained a population of
about one hundrcd souls, and the citizens felt that a regular village
survey shouid b2 made and that the village should be formally en-
dowed with a name, They also felt that, the school scctions hav-
ing been organized throughout the township, an efforti should be
made to build a school In the village. To settle the question of a
name a mass meeting of the cliizens was called one afternoon, but
It was found to be lmposs'ble to bring harmony out of the var-
led proposals. Mrs. Jones, wife of Com. Jones, chanced to be in the
village that day wl.h her husband, and jocularly it ¢ sald, asked
the privilege of suggesting a name for the village, The request
was immediately assented (o, and as her own name was Mary, she
suggested that the ville be called 8t, Marys. This seemed good
to the cltizens for with unanimous approval the vil'age was nam-
od St, Marys. In return for the honor done her, Mrs, Jones, who
was a daughter of Bishop Strachan, ono of the most prominent fig-
ures in the carly educational h'story of the Provinee, gave a don-
ation of £10 steriing to by aplied to the new school buldng
fund, Alded by thls donat'on a:d the voluntary work done by the
settlers in havling the bullding materials, the stone school at the
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corner of Queen and James strects was built at a total cost of £100,
The builder was a man namcd Sellars, and it 1s sa'd he was as-
gisted by two Highiand Scotehmen who could talk iittle but Gaelie.
This was the [first regularly organized and publicly supported
common school in the vil age and Mr. Gordon Meighen, father of My
Joseph Meighen, was the first teacher. For his scrviecs he |s said
to have received the magnificen! sum of $30.00 per annum., and
the privilege of chopp'ng his own firewood, He lived in a house a
little norch of where Mr, Butcher's cooper shop now stands, It is
also said that Mr. Melghen had to journey to Goderich to sceure
the government grant due to the school.

It might also be meniloned that this school bullding imm d aie-
ly came into demand for other purposes. It was used as a place
for public meetings of various kinds, and the various relligious de-
nominations held the!r scrvices in it for a number of years.

The fairly rapid growth of the village and the settiement of
the surrounding country nicessiiated in a few years the seeking of
more school accommodation, and & room was secured in a bul.dng
near lln- corner of Jones and Peel streets, almost on the site of
Mr. C. Freeman's residence, To this school all the girls were sent,
the boys remaining in the stone school, In the Jones St. school at
least three teachers taught, Miss Kate Junor, a family name fre-
quently met with in the subsequent history of St, Marys; Miss Al-
len, a daughter of a prominent Zorra piloneer ; and Miss Green, 8's-
ter of a wholesale merchant of London. Theso iwo bulldings reman-
ed the only buildings used for school purposes until 1855, when the
Jones St. building was supcrscded by the town hall of Lock-up.

In 1854 the growth of the viilage was such that application was
made to parliament for incorporation. This was granted, taking ef-
fece on January 1st, 1855. The [irst council met in Mr., T. DB.
Guest's hotel on Jan. 15th, 1855 at 12 o'clock, the county sheriff
acting as clerk. and the fullu“ ing officials were duly installed into
office ; T. B. Guest, Reeve; Nichol, W. V. Hutton, Gilbert Meln-
tosh, and John Macdonald, (.uunc.loru Mr. John Sparling was ap-
pointed clerk,

The incorporation of the vilage entailed its separation from
the tbwnship, both for municigal and school purpos:s, consequent-
ly those Blanshard ratepayers in the part of the school scetion not
included within the corpora fon of the village were shut off from
school faellities. they made appication to unite with B8t. Marys
for school purposes and weres admitted on an agrecd upon basls,
thus forming what has ever slnce been known as the “atiached
portlon.” The fixing of an equitable financiel contr’bution from
these farms was a matter of considerable friction at various times
in the subsequent history of the village.

With the assumption of the dignity of an Incorporated village,
arose the necessity of a town hml, and after consid rable strife be-
tween advocates of a Queen g'rect site and a Water strect sl e,
a plot of land on Water sirest was finally seeured for a mark it
square and on which in the summer of 1855 a town hall was built,
Mr. James Elliott wa: probab'y the contractor and the material
used was quarried from the grounds around the building. Th's was
a two storey bullding facing the river and when completed furnl:h-
ed accommodatior for the villaze fire fighting apparatus, also for
the cell used to confine culpriis who fell into the hands of the pol-
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lee. This latter feature gave the bullding its well known name, the
“Look-up.” The upper floor which was reached by a covered in
wooden stairway on the ouislde of the wall, was used as a pub-
lic hall. The unsatisfactory condition of the school accommodaiion
suggested the advisabliity of securing this hall as a school room and
in 1855 Miss Green brought her elass of girls to this bullding, which
they continued to occupy until the erection of the Central school
a couple of years later,

CHAPTER 11
The Building of the Central.

The first authentie records available commence June 25th, 1
and the subject under discussion was the securing of a site for

i
new school, The benefits of eentralization and of modern school bu ld-
ings were fully recognized by these educational fathers of the
for in the face of great oppositon they resoived that the
school and lock-up should be abandoned as unsuitabie for school pur-
poses. Iifty years later these bulldings were again in us They
resolved to build a new central school which would Ix

town
slun

up-to-date,

provide the needed additional accommodation, and be under the dir-
ecl supervision of a male princlple,
The next subject under dscossion at this mecting was the very

important one of sceuring the funds necessary for such a project,
and two trustecs were senl as a deputation to the council to re-
quest  that the council provide $1500 for the buliding. Tix
cil were unwiliing and this and many a subsequent
forth no response. Here i
ed itself

coun-
request brougnt
in later days history has ropeat-

The Trustee Board inciud.d Mr. Joshua DBrink, chalrman, and
Messrs, A, M, German, D. A, Robertson, Adam Lambie, Samucl Fra-
leigh and Wililam Webb, The mectings were held at this tme in (h
stone school which was commonly known as “the male schoolr

IYH,.
because here all the boys attended school.

On July OLh, 1856, at 4 pam, a “meeting of the lnhab tan
was called to discuss the guestion of a school site, and at a board
meeting a few days iater it was decided Lo proceed at once with Ui
crection of the bulidng on a site sclected on the Tracy larm
This Is tho present site of the Central school, Messrs, D, A, Roboert
son, Samuel Fraleigh and A. M, German were named as a bul.dl
committee and they were Instructed to  at  onee cure plans ¢
specificationg from a competent surce. At the next meeting M 5
Robertson and German were sent on a littlo side teip to Stratford
to obtain information on the school question, On

d

August 16th, 1856
the plans and specificat'ons furnished by Mossrs, Smlth and Boatty
of London were aceepted with slight modifieations, Work was nit
begun, however, until a year later, as, in spite of dyy ons and
written demands tho conuell d'd not supply tho  neessary money
They had passed a by-law to ralse $1500 but the monvy had been
applicd by the councll to other purposcs ’

The BDoard for 1857 consisted of Mr
Mr. L. Cruttenden, retary, and M
ertson, Samucl Frealeigh, Vil am

Joshun Brink, chalrman
srs. AL M. German, D A, Rob-
Webb, Milner Harrlon and W1 am
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Moserip. AL thelr first meeling they appointed the Rev.  Archiba.d
Lawmpman, father of the poet, local superintendent  of schools. In
Aprii they resolved to go  ahcad with the new school, and the or-
Iginal plan of Messrs. Smth & Uealty was adopted, using stone n-
stead of brick as the material of construction. On June 16th, 1857
the tender of Messrs. Whimster & Harrison was acecpted, and trus-
tees Brink, Harrison and Cruttenden were appointed to oversce the
work, for which serviees they were promised suitabio remuncrat.on,
The painting and giazng contract was awarded to Mr. Boniface
Noel, and the plastering to Messrs. William and John Reltoa. A
solution of their Lnancial d.ffewties was  attempled by offering
$000 debentures to the Gore Bank at London, at a 20 per cent,
discount, and tho scerctary was lastructed to wrile to the superin-
dent of cducation on Lhe jegalivy of the trustecs levying a rate for
building purposcs. The stone schiool was offered for sale by auction
on Fair Day, Sept. 156(h, 1857, and aithough the name of Mr. Mar-
shall MckKay appears ns a purchaser the property reaily fel into
the hands of the new connexion Methodist church, and a $400.00
eutry in tho eredit s.de of the finance report of 1858 probably rep-
resents the price r ved for the property. The corner stone of
the new school, which was designed to be a thoroughly modern
structure, was laid with consd rable ceremony om July 20th, 1857,
The teachers, Mr. Donaldson, an elderly Scotchman who taught
the boys in the stone school, and Miss Cruttenden, who had charge
of 100 girls In the Lock-up, wers present as were also the trus-
tees, and the chiel town offleas. The firulcial report  for the
year showed an expenditure of about $6,000, of which about £5 .00
had been spent on the new school building and about $1000 on
teachers’ salarics and other expenses, On Nov, 3rd, 1857 Mr, J. W,
Poole of St. Catharines was offered the position of male teacher for
the year 1858 at a salary of £120. Mr. Poole was for many ycars a
prominent eitizen of 8t Marys, On Jan. 5th, 1858, Miss Francis Bon's
was engaged as female teachor at a salary of £65 per annum.

On March 1st, 1858, the first lessons were taught in the new
school, Mr. Poole¢ and Miss Donis being the teachers. Miss El za
McLean was engaged to teach a third department at a salary of
£4 per month, her scrviees commencing April 4th, 1858, That the
scholars might fully appreciate the privileges of attend ng th's s*hool
teaching was continucd every a ternate Saturday. In 1858, dobts in-
curred in the ercetlon of the new school becoming  prossing the
trustecs engaged Mr. John Sparling to make a colleetor’s rol and
colleet a special lovy of £600 from the ratepayers. this being in
addition to the usual levy made by the council. On April 7Tth Rev.
William Caven, afterwards so well known as Principal Caven, was
appointed local superintendent of schools, Rev, A, Lampman having
resigned,

That wholesome respect for properly which is sald to have ex-
isted in the good old days was not so much in evidence on July
12(h, 1858, when a number of persons broke into the school and
procecded to hold a danee. The next evening the trustees met and
immediately resolved to prosceite the parties, but before separat-
ing they appear to have relent.d in a measure, for they instruct-
od the sceretary to ask the advice of the chief superintendont n
the matter, AL this meeting Mr, Alexander Young was engagod ns
assistant teacher at a saary of £65 per annum. At the cose of
the year Mr. Poole and Miss Donls retired from the staff and weps
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suceeeded by Mr. and Mrs. Warburton, Mr., Young and Miss Me-
Lean being re-engaged. Mr. James Oddy was engaged to bulld fires
through the cold scason at a salary of $1.00 per week, It was also
resolved o hold the general school examinations on Dee. 21st and
22nd and parents, guardians and those intercsted were requested to
attend,

The Board for the ycar 1809, consisted of Mr. Walter Mitehel
chairman ; Mr. L. Cruttenden, sccretary, and Messrs. W, McLoean,
Robert IMlaws, Daniel MebDougal'! and A, M. German

The probiem of providing a lell and clock for the town was one
of the questions exercis'ng the minds of the board, and Messrs., Mit-
chell and Filaws were appointed a committee to look into the mat-
ter; a commiltee also was named to wait on the councll to ask
their co-operation in preeuring these. Whether or not the present
dummy dials in the tower were the result of their deliberations the
reports do not indicate, Ths board also decided to abandon the
Saturday school teaching sessl ns

At one of the February meelings Mr. John Sparling presented
the rather unusual bill of $4.00 for his services in acting as sce-
retary at the annual school meoting of the ratepayers. Thls was
finally ordesed to be pald with the the briel addition to the mo-
tion of the blunt phrase “norwi hstanding the meanncess of the
charge.”

Mr. Warburton does not apsear to have given satlsfaction as
Principal and on Feb, 10th Me J. A. McLellan, who subsequently
became one of the most [lustrious of educationallsts in Ontario, was
offered the position at a salary of $700 per annum, Mr. Warbur-
ton was relleved of hls dut'es ond he applied for permiss'on to be-
come a pupll in the sehool! under Mr. McLellan, who took eharge
on March 1st, 1850, On April 18th 1859, Misg Adeline Shenick, who
held a first class teacher's certificate was engaged at a y of
$300, her duoties commeneing May 20th.  Under Mr. McLellan the
wchool appears to have awakened more than usual intercst In the
Village, and the citizens evident'y spoke of the results obtained
with considerable pride. Mr. MeLellan further stimu'ated ¢duca’ln-
al Interest by glving privat: tu tion in languag mathemat'cs and
other advaneed branches of learning, which were not tawsht ‘n the
public school. The genera' school examinations held at m'd snmmer
this year wad an event of wlde interest, and was conduct:d in the
presence of a large number of eilizens, both ladles and gentlemen,
including the Trustee 1 Nlev. W. Caven, the loeal superinten-
dent, Rev. Mr. Smyth, Rev. Mr, Fdwards, Drs. Wilson and Smith, Mr,
McGregor of the MeGill Modd Bchool, Montreal:; and others. Many
words of commendation were bestowed on Mr. MeLellan ard his
staff of Mr. Young, Miss Sheulek, and Miss McLean, whose junlor
department it §s gtaled had an average attendance of over one hun-
dred

In the antumn Misg McLoan reslgned and was suceceded by Miss
MeCorkindale, and the hoard by resolution decided in the futn
employ none hut teachers possessing 4 Normal school certl
This principle was adopted by very many
down to the present day

o to

ale
subsequent boards even

The presence of stumes and sandpits  in the  school grounds
was apparently not cors!d r a4 rn advantage for we meet with an
a bill of Michael Flanery for taking out 46 stumps, $11.50, level ins
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grounds, $10.00 and filling a sand-hole $2.40. This was doubtless
the hole from which sand us'd in construetion of the building was
obtained, The Deeember examinations was agaln an oceag on of groat
Interest and Mr. McLellan was made the reciplent of a congratu-
latory address and a case of imathematical instruments, by h's pu-
pils.

In 1860 the board meetings were held in Clondsdale Hall, wher-
ever that was, and were nresided over by Mr. J. Brink. Mr, W, Mit-
chell was appointed socretary at a salary of $12.00 which was an
advance of $200 over that given to previous secretaries, The oth-
er members of the board were Messrs, D. McDougall, R, Flaws, W,
McLean and Geo. Melntyre. Mr. MeLellan’s advaneed ideas were ovi-
deneed by a request for 00 with which to purchase apparatus
for the school, and the mld -summer examinations were agan o
great event in the village, and it was boasted that the school was
not surpassed by any in the province. A number of visitors were
present includng Mr. Jamos MeGregor of Montreal Central School,
The needlework and embroidery of Miss Shenick’s department was
especially commended,

In February another of the many changes In the teaching staff
took place when Mr. A. Young resigned and Mr. Robert M. Fleming
was offered the position at a salary of $300. A little later Miss
Josephine Young was engaged to assist Miss McCorkindale at a
salary of $10.00 per month. In August Principal McLel'an resgned,
wishing to continue his studies and he was succeeded by Mr. David
Fotheringham, afterwards Inspector Fotheringham of York County,
whose death was announccd reeently. Mr. Fotheringham took charge
Oct. 1st 1860 and Mr. McLellan was presented with a flatiering
certificate expressing the appreciation of the board with h's work
The teachers were instructed to open and close ecach room by
scripture reading and prayer and a Bible was purchascd [or cach
room. The outlay was not large however as the total cost of the
Bibles was $1.00, Early in the year an educational meeting was held
in Stratford, at which Dr. Ryerson, Sfuperintendent of  Education,
was present. Owing to changes being made in the school law St.
Marys would be able, if they so desired, to establish a grammer
school. At a meeting on Oct, 8th 1860 the matter was taken up
and a committee appointcd to investigate and sceure information
on the subject. The movemert aroused strong opposition, but the
committee finally reported strongly in favor of its establishment,
They also reported that verbal promises of support had been recelv-
ed from about 20 pupils, and that the majority of the ralepayers
were favorable to the movement, Public meetings were held to d s-
cuss the question but it was still unsettled at the close of (he
year. An economical wave seems to have struck the board at this
time and as an result Mr. Fotheringham and Miss Shenick
resigned,




3 OUR ST. MARYS SCHOOLS
CHAPTER 1]
The Grammar School Established.

The year 1861 is noteworlhy chiefly beecause of the establish-
ment on an efficient seaie of the grammar school. The first rog-
ularly organized school for advanced work in the village, The
| rd this y« comprisid Mr, J, Brink, chairman, Mr. Jas, Wh m-
ster, secrctary, and Messrs. D. A, Robertson, 1. Eaton, G, Mcln-
tyre, and D. McDougail. Mr. Ed:ar Frisby was appointcd pr neipal
at a salary of $600 por annum, his duties to termnate al mid-
summer, Miss Corrigan was cngazed as assistant at 0 per annum,
and in March Miss Mcserp was added to the staff of the junior
department at $12.00 per mon'h, In June Mr, Fleming was rcleased
and the principalship of the proposed grammar school was offercd
to Mr. McLellan at a salary of $700,

July 13th, 1561 was the dale of the final consummation of th
grammar school proj et. The common school trustees met represen a-
tons appointed by the countly council, namely Messrs. W, V., Hutton,
A. J. Belch, T. B. Guest and Dr. Wilson and they agread to unile 1o
form a Jjoint board for the pur ose of conducting a united com-
mon and grammar school in the village under the tite of the Si,
Marys Union School. Mr, J. Brink was the [lirst chairman of the
united board and Mr. Jas, Whimster was appointed sccrelary. ltes-
ident grammar school puplls were Lo pay a lee of $2.00 por guarter
and non-resident $4.00 per quarter. The stalf of the sehool consist-
ed of Mr. J. A, McLellan, principal, and Mr. E. Frisby, Mliss McCork-
Indale, Miss Corrigan and M ss M. E. Moscrip

After th establdshment of the grammar school and the inawgur-
ation of Mr. McLedan’s roglme, school matters  went along
quietly for two or three years. yond routine business acd
filling of vacances on ihe stalf tle buslivess of lmportance et )
before the board. In school affairs Mr. McLelan's autho.ily was
apparently supreme, and h's wishes were quickiy acceded to. Th
board at this thme appoarid to have no regular place of meeting,
sitting somet mis in V.eiorla Hall, sometimes in the British Hole

but perhaps the majority of meetings were held in th Naticnal
Hotel,
Mr. Frishy, who had rema n d as senior teacher of the coms-

mon school, voluntarl y rctlrid on the first of Octobor 1861, and
was sutecedid by Mr. John 8 nelair, who was glven a sa ary o
$400. At Christmas Miss Margaret McCorkindale resign 4 her jos

ition on the stalf, after two years' serviee as teacher i1 the 1st
female department and was succecded by Mrs, Lue'nda P, Griffiths
al a salary of 200, There ap,ears to have boen no pegular pay

day for the teachers at this time and consequently  they ofta
were months behind in the'r sa arles, often not recelving their full
year's pay at the close of the year owing to a shortage of monny
In the hands of the treasurer. Mr. McLoilan eontipu d his un vorsity
tudies while prncinal and 'n 1°62 he was allowed leave of absone
for the month o Innuary to attend leeturss at the University;
again in May he was grant'd four weeks that he might wrl e hs
examinations. That he wasg suecasgful Is evideneed by the fact t
in his agreement of 1863 he ‘g designated a Bachelor of Arts. and
in his agreement of 1561 he ‘s deseribed as a Master of Arts |
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1862 his salary was Incroascd to $800, a very respeclable sum as
salaries went In those days. The Trustee Board for 1562 was con-
stituted as follows; Mr. Joshua Brink, chalrman; Mr. Jams Wh'm-
ster, sceretary, and Messrs. T. B. Guest, Geo. Melntyre, A, J.
Beleh, D. A. Robertson, Robert Eaton, Jas. Meladden, W, V. Hut-
ton, Daniel MeDougall, and Dr. Wiison.

The destruction of school property was evidently worrylng the
board at this time for we find a resolution notifying the teach-
ers that they wouid bo held resjonsible for all glass broken and
other property destroyed in thelr respective rooms, unless they
were able to give to the board the names of the parties doing the
damage. They were instructed to expel any pupils gul.ity of break-
ing glass and falling to repace it within six days.

At midsummer Mrs. Griffith r.eigned and was replaced by Miss
Kate Junor, and at the ciose of the year, as Mr. John Sinclair dd
not hold a normal schooi ecertificate, he was replaced by Mr. Angus
Sineclair. On Aug. 20th, 1862, Mr. Joshua Brink resigned hs jposi-
tion as chalrman of the board owing to continued ill-hea th. Mr.
Brink held the position of chalrman of the school board almost
continuously for ten or [ifteon years. He was succceded by Mr. D.
A. Robertson who had previous'y held the position for a short time,
In these days a school ¢ nsus was taken yearly, For the year 1862
Mr. James Whimster was pald the sum of §12.00 for doing this work,
and his report showed a total of children between the ages of 5
and 16 of 722. This would give a total population In the town of
not a greatdeal less than at presnt, yet the total amount of money
raised by the taxpayer for school purposes was only $1800.

The question of the abo.t.on of the grammar school fecs came
up at the close of this ycar, and at the [irst meeting of the board
of 1863 the grammar school was made a free school. That the
board of 18562 must have been of a somewhat conservative type Is
evidenced by a resolution passed at the December meeting and for-
warded to Dr. Ryerson, Supt. of Educallon, protesting aca nst
any change In the school system. On the board of 1863 Mr. Robt,
Flaws and Mr. Wm. McLean replaced Mr. J. Brink and Mr. Danlel
MeDougall, and at their February meeting we find the first move
towards the mod rn syst:m of utillzing the banks In municipal fin-
ancing. This meeting also gives a hint of the disturbed conditions
of the currency in these times. Mr. George Mcelntyre was appoint-
ed treasurer 6f the school board, replacing the town treasurer, Mr.
E. Long, and Mr. Long was asked to hand over to Mr. Melntyr:
all moneys belonging to the school board, to be doeposited in the
Jank of Montreal in the name of the Union 8chool Board, that the
interest m'ght be eredited to the board and that all moneys pald out
should be drawn out by the choque of the treasurer at the order
of the board. At the next meeling Mr. Robertson resigned in con-
sequence of Mr. Long having tendered him the school moneys in
silver which the bank would not accept, consequently he was unable
to carry out the wishes of the board in this regard. Mr., Long
was then re-appointed treasurer, and the resolution of ins:ruel ons
regarding the moneys was rescinded. In July 1863 a resolution to
secure the teaching of the DBible in the schodl was Introduecd but
it falled to pass. It was d:s'gned to force the teachers to use the
Bible, as a text book, and_required the giving of one lesson a day
in all the senlor departments of the school. In the summer of this
year a well was dug at the Central. For (he digging and ston ng
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of which Mr. Thomas Robinson réceived the sum of $1.48 per foot.
Steps were also taken to ercel a picket fence six feet high, on
Church and Elizabeth strects, to enclose the schoolgrounds. It was
however, two yecars later before the fence was completed. At the
close of the year $25.00 was voted to be spent In books to be
given as prizes at the exam'nations and on Dec. 18th, at 2 p.m,
the trustees attended the examinations at the school.

The year 1804 was noteworthy chiefly in that it was In th's
year that St, Marys assumed th: dignity of a town. The f.rst
Mayor being Mr. T. B. Guest, who had the rather uniqu: exper-
ience of having presided over the first Council in the Tp. of Blan-
shard as Reeva for 1801, the first council of the Village of St. Marys
as Reeve in 1855, and the first council of the Town of Ei. Marys
as Mayor in 18G4, The other members of the couneil represented
the various wards as follows; North Ward, Messrs. Mi.ner Harylon,
W, V. Hutton and A. Beattic; 8th Ward, Messrs. I Box, John
Moore, and Danlel Wilson ; West Ward, Messrs. James Mclougall, Dr,
A. E. Ford, and Thomas Birtch. As 8t. Marys did not separate from
the county until 1865, Mr. R Jox was clected Reeve by the coun-
cil, and Mr. Milner Harrison, Deputy Reeve, to represent them in
the County Council. The Trustze Board for this year Includ.d Mr
D. A. Robertson, chairman; Mr. James Whimster, seeretary, and
Messrs. A. Bealtle, T. B. Guest, A, Eaton, Robt, Flaws, Wm. Mec-
Lean, James Mcl'adden, R. Barbour, A. J. Belch, *W. V. Hutton,
Dr. Wilson, R. Birteh, and John Adair. The ward system of repre-
sentation was the system In vogue after incorporation and the two
year term of office prevalled ingtead of the three year as form-
erly. The board agreed among themselves as to who would relire
at the end of the first year, and hereafter one half retired each
year.

In July 1864 Mr. Angus Sinclair resigned {o attend coilege and
a flattering tes imon'al voleed the high esteem In which he was h 1d
by the board. For his position applications were rcoeived from Mr
David Hunter, Mr. John A. Hunter, D. B. Whimster, and J. W. Pooje,
Mr. Pool¢ secured the position atl a salary of $400, thus becoming
for a second time a member of the staff, having previous!y taught
in 1858, On Sept. 14th, 1864 Mr. McLellan resigned his pos'tion as
principal, having secured a positon in a large educational institut.
lon in Quebee, Every effort was made to retain him, including an
offer of $1000 per year, an almost unprecedented salary in these
times, but without ava’l and Lhe board reluctantly a'lowed him
to go. A lengthy testimonial was passed by the board and present-
ed to him, expressing the h'gh opinion in which he was held by the
citizens, their satisfaction at th2 high standard of the school had
attained under his prncipa’ship, the reputation he had won as an
instructor, their great sorrow at his wlthdrawal, and the'r hop's
for his future well-being. A most unfortunate sequel was a rather
bitter dispute in the adjus!ing of the salary due him.

Mr. Joseph Leggett, of the Oakville Grammar fchool was ap-
pointed to suceced Mr, McLellan, and he commencdd his dutlcs a-
bout Oect. 1st, 1864,
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CHAPTER 1V.
The First of the Ward Schools.

The population of those between the ages of flve and sixteen
as shown by the school census was 914 at the close of 1863, and
consequently rellef from overcrowding was one of the problems

that the boards of 1864 and 1865 had to face. The ratepayers
of the West Ward began a vigorous agltation to have a school built
on the west gide of the river. A petition, signed by a large num-
ber of ratepayers and householders from this ward, praying that
immediate action shbuld be taken In the matter was presented to
the board. A number of the trustees favored thls solution of Lhe
difficulty, but the majorily ¢ ntented themselves with appointing a
a committee to report on tha possibility of securing a suitable site
in the West Ward and then posipxned the erection of the building
until the foliowing year. Meanwhile to relieve the overcrowding
they again securcd the Lock-up for use as a school room. This
was openrd on June 8th 18G4, with Miss E. McLean in charge as
teacher. For some time efforts had been made to sell a smal lot
on Queen street beslde the old slone school, and an offer of $100 hav-
ing been obtamed, it was accepled, and the committee were in-
structed to apply this amount towards the purchase of a school
site in the West Ward, which presumably was done and the slte
secured.

At the first meeting of the beoard of 1865, the West Ward school
question was again discusscd. The urgency of the need of increas-
ed accommodation was presented by Principal Leggett and Mr.
Poole. A commiltee was apponled to endeavor to secure additional
accommodation. Th's committee reported on March 20th In favor
of proceeding with the crection of the West Ward bulid'ng. This
precipitated another struggle between the supporters of this poley
and those oppos>d, but those favorable had sccured a majorlty at
the board and it was resolved to proceed with the erection of the
building, and a commiitee was named to Investigate the require-
ments and eecure plans and gpecifeations, This committee reported
on April 17th and after an unsuccessful effort of some of the trus-
tees to delay the project the committee’s plans for a new two-room
stone school were adopted. Two additional lots were purchased from
Mr. James Redford for $7000 and Mr. A. Niven was engazed (o
survey the grounds. In April emtracts webe let for Lhe ercetion
of the bullding, Mr. David Flunter being awarded the mason work
at $631.00 and Messrs. Cralz and Hamilton the carpenter work at
$586.00. Mr. R. Barbour was appointed Inspector of work on the
bullding. Mr. Hunter later withdrew from his contract and anoth-
er effort to cause the delay or atandonment of the project was
made by the members hostile to it, but tenders were again adver-
tized for and on May 22nd the contract for the mason work was
awarded to Messrs. Knox and Caldwell for the sum of $665.00, Mes-
srs. Craig and Hamiiton were given the carpenter work and Mr,
Robert Davy the plastering at 181-2 cents per yard. 8t. Marys(lime
had not yet won its fame ev'd:nly as the ‘specifications cal'ed for
the use of Guelph ltme., Mr. Pender secured the palnting contract,
In the autumn Mr. Barbour reported that the eontracts were com-
pleted In a workman-l1'ke manner and according to specificat ons.
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The rooms were then furnished and opened on the first of the
year 1866, with Miss E. Cruttenden and Miss K. Junor in charge,

The board of 1865 was composed of the following members; Mr
D. A. Robertson, chalrman ; Mr, R, Barbour, sceretary, and Messig
R. Flaws, W. McLean, R. Birtch, A, Beattie, J. Ada'r, R. Ealon,
J. Fullerton, W, N. Ford, L. C.ench, and T. B. Guest. One of the
first acts of this board was (o appoint a committee¢ lo draft a
set of rules and regulations for the conducting of business of the
board. This committee reported at the next meeling and the rules
and regulations as propos.d by them were adopted and ordered to
be printed,

Non-resident pup'ls at'ending the classical scction of the gram-
mar school were again made subject to a fee of $2.00 per guarter
In advance, Prizes were apparently offered at each examination in
the school. For the June examinations the board voled $20.00, with
which books were to be purchased from the department of edu-
catlon to be awarded to the successful pupils. The overcrowd ng of
Mr. Leggett's room led him im April to ask perm'ssion to employ
one of his more advanced puplls to asslst him in h's work. H's
request was granted as was also his request for leave of ab-
sence to write his examinations at Toronto. An eniry In the fn-
anclal statement for th's year 1865, shows that Mr. Wm. 10 re-
celved $42.50 for actng as assistant to Mr. Leggett. Miss E. Me-
Lean resigned her position in the Lock-up at midsummer and was
succeeded by Miss E. Crultenden at a salary of $200.00. At the
close of the year it was found necessary to appoint an add lonal
teacher In the first English department and Mr. D, B. Whimsler
was engaged at a salary of $450.00 per annum. The only other
name consldered for the postion was that of Mr. A, T. Fothering-
ham,

On Nov. 8th 1865 a motlon was passed which indicated that the
trustets were amblt'ous to make St. Marys an educational ¢ nire,
The secretary was Instrucied (o communicate with the board of
school trustees of the Townships of Blanshard, Downie, Fullarton,
and Hibbert, asking them to eoalesce with the 8t, Marys school
board in making application to the county council of the county
of Perth at thelr next meeting that the sald townships and town
be made a circuit for a board of examiners for granting certifi-
cates to teachers. The examinallons to be held in St. Marys.

The following well rememberad names  were  includd in  the
school board of 1566; Mr. D. A. Robertson, chalrman; Mr, .
Barbour, sceretary, and Messre. J. McDougall, G. Carter, W, V. Ilut-
ton, M, Harrison, J. Fullarton, It. Box, . Eaton, R. Harstone, W, N,
Ford and W, McLean.

The question of imposing a fee on non-resident grammar
school puplls had been the canse of heated discussions for a num-
ber of years. This year a $2.00 per quarter fee was lmposed at

P

the January meeting, but at a later meeting th's was rescinded by |

a six to  three vote, and the Grammar School
agaln made free. The seating of some of the rooms
claimed the attention of the board this year and Jaques and Hay
of Toronto were given an order for 20 sets of seats for the gram-
mar school. The crection of the West Ward school did not fon longg
remedy the overcrowding and three months after iis opening the
teachers complalned that the rooms were §0 overcrowded that they
found it impossible to do just'e: to the children. Consequen ly (he
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board again securcd the old town hall or lock-up for use as n
school room, and Miss M. McEvey was engaged at $16 per month
to teach there, her du'les e mmencing carly in May.

On March 9th 1866 Mr. J. Leggett resigned the principalship
owing to long continued il -hialth and hls resignation was ace pt-
ed with many expressons of regret, and he was given a h'ghly
eculogistie testimon al. An advertisement for a principal bronsht ap-
plications from a large number among whom were the names of
many who in later years won prominence in edueat'onal and othep
lines of aetivity. Among the applicants were J. J. Bell of Kingston,
C. W. Stickell, of Cobourg; T. A Bryce of Toronto; A, Devitt of
Waterloo; Silas M'nor of Ferzus; John King of Peterboro; Joseph
Morrison of Purrit's Rapids; David Lennox, of Alexandria; A, I
Epotton of Woodstock ; Ed:ar Frisby of Lancaster; D, Junor, stu-
dent at Toron‘o Univers'ty; J. W. Jolly of Huntingdon; Spencer
A. Jones of Peterboro; J. R, Youman of Farmersville, Wm, Sinc'a'r
of Wardsville; €. H. Mockr dz* B.A, graduate of Trinity College, of
Welland ; and A'fred Lafferty of Richmond Hill. Mr. Moekridg: was
appointed to the pos'tion and he entered In his duties in May 1866,

On Aug. 13th, 1866, Rov. Wliliam Caven res'gned his position as
local superintendent of gchoos after having served in that capa-
city for over e'ght years, For the position two nanws were con-
sidered, the Rev, Robert (lall and Dr. D. H. Harrison, the latter
being the cho'ee of the bhoard,

In this year bogan the practice of borrowing money from the
bank to meet the salarics and other expenses. The chalrman was
instructed to borrow from (h® Iank of Montreal, when necessary
moneys sufficient to pay the teachers gquarterly. This poley was
carried out more or less thoroughly by subsequent boards doubt] ss
much to the advaniag® of the rather meagrely pald teachers. The
catimates of the moneys (o be ralsed by drect taxation th's year
was, for common school purpos s $2457.00; for grammar school pur-
poses $343.00. The practiee of voling money to be spent in prizes
awardid at the examinat'ons was continued. For the Deecmber ex-
ams, $1000 was donated to procure books for this purpose,

On Nov. 16th, 1866, Mr. Whimster, assistant in (he grammar
school, notified the board that he would not aceept the salary of
$450, which they had offerid to him for the following year. Not-
withstand ng rather extraoid nary efforts to Induce the board to
retain him, including a petition s gned by 68 pupils Mr. Whimster
severed his eonneetion with the school, and was made the recipent
of a flattering testimomal by the board. Applications for h's pos-
itton were received from Mr. E. B. Sparling, G. B. 8har DY,
Hoyt, Thomas Smith, C. II. Carkson and K. Junor. Mr. Clarkson
whose name was subsequently well-known among hizh scheoo teach-
ers in Ontar'o, was engaged at a salary of 42500, hls servies to
commene? the beginn'ng of the year.

That the West Ward sehool should be in charge of a male {each-
or was the de¢is'on reached by the board and In November Mr, K.
Junor was appointed at a salary of $350, to teach In the [ipst
room there, taking the place of Miss K. Junor, who retired from
the staff at the cloge of the year. Miss Mary D. Moserip was en-
gaged to teach In the jun'or «partment of the common school at
a salary of $200. The only charge in the membership of tha hoard
for 1867 was that Missrs. J. McDougall and W, McLean were ro-
placed by Messrs, John Harrlson and Thomas MeIntyre, Megses. I,
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A. Robertson and R. Barbour were again respectively chairman and
secretary. Mr. Barbour's- salory was this year fixed at $40.00 and
Mr. Wm. Best, the carelarker, received the sum of $190, Early in the
year the chalrman was instrueted to have a deed of the old school
property on Queen St. executed in favor of the new connexion
Methodist church of 8t, Marys. The bulld'ng was by them enlarged
and to some extent remodelled and put Into its present form.

Overcrowd.ng secms to have been a more or less chronle con-
dition then as it is now, for in May the teachers compia'ned
that the primary departmen s were overcrowdid, and at mdsum-
mer the ground floor of the old Oddlellows' Ha'l, the bullding now
occupled by Messrs. Dunseith & Thompson, was secured and fitted
up as a schoolroom. Miss Jane Barbour was engaged to teach there,
her work commencing about the Middle of August., At the Septem-
ber meeting Mr. D, McLarty addressed the board on behalf of the
volunteers and asked that they be allowed the use of the schoo!-
room in the Oddfellows Hal on Oct, 10th and 11th for the pur-
pose of having a supper. The request was granted as was also a
request from Mr, J. L. Barron for the use of this room fon the
training of Sabbath school children, doubtless in  preparation for
some Sunday school entertanment,

Mr. Mockridge resignid at the end of the year and the namos
of Mr. Peter Wright of Norwood and Mr., James McGrigor were
mentioned for his position. The former was the choiee of tha board
and he was given a salary of #8000, Mr. Kenneth Junor's salary
was increased to 500 and he was promoted to take the position
of grammar school ass'stant. Mr Clarkson having resigned in con-
sequence of an insufficlent increase in his salary. A snccessor to
Mr. Junor as teacher of the first division of the West Ward school
was advertised for, and Mr. H., R. McEvoy was the successful ap-
plicant, his salary being $350. Female teachers must evidently have
been plentiful in those days a'd the board very eeonom'eal for
the salaries of all the female tcachers were reduced to $200 per
annum when being re-edgaced for 1868, exeepting that of M'ss M,
E. Moserip who still rece’'vid £250, Testimonials of their abill'y
and of their efficient services were given Mr. Moekridge and Mr.
Clarkson on their retiring from the staff,

The members of the board of 1868 were Mr. D. A. ohortson,
chairman; Mr. R. Barbour, sceretary: and Messrs, W, V, Hutton,
Thos, MeIntyre, G. Carter, J. Harrison, W, N, Ford, Andrew For-
rester, D. A, Robortson, M. Harrison, R. Eaton, . Harstone, and
Dr. D. Wilson. For the position of loeal superintendent two nomina-
tions were made, Rev. Mr. Curran and Dr. Harrison. The latter
who held the position In 1867 was re-appointed.

The convenience of the gravel in the West Ward sehool grounds
was a source of trouble to the trustees and measures were tak-
en to prevent partles hauling it away. In April the board pur-
chased a quantity of inch p'ne lnmber 12 feet long and 8 inches
wide and plled it away todry. Later in the year it was used in
flooring the eentral school, The following resolution passed by the
board in Oct. 1868, ind'cates that the trustees of that date had
no sympathy with those who would refuse women the advantages of
higher education. “Resolved that in the opinion of this Board the
withholding the government allowance for g'rls  attend'ng the
grammar schools of th's province I8 unjust and prejudic’al to the
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best interesis of socliety, that the superior education of girls is ns
important to the well-boing and prosperity of the e¢ouniry as
that of boys, and to deny for (his objeet a share of the pubiie
funds is assuming a power that does not belong to the department
of publie instruction.” To emphasize their protest two hundred ¢'p-
culars embodying the above resolution was ordercd to be printed
and d'stributed throughout the town,

CHAPTER V.

Mr. Tytler's Regime.

The close of the year brought even more than the usual num-
ber of changes in the staff. As early as October Mr.  Wright
handed in his resignation and Mp, Poole and Mr. Junor intimatcd
that it was not their intention to teach the ensuing year, The
board endeavored to induece Mr, Weight to reconsider his resignalion
but at the following meeting he re-alfirmed his intention to with-
draw. The vacancy was then advertised and 24 applications were
received, among the applicants wing Dion C, Sullivan, Brantford, A.
Devitt, Oakwood ; J. Bruee Ross, Embro; Wm. Bond, Pleton; C. A.
Nevil rlin Wadsworih, Streetsyille ; Robt, Hardie, Peter-
buro; Wm. Ty AL Smiths Falls; J. W, Jolly, Prescott; Peter Me-
Laren, Komoka; Alex. Ham lton, Brant Co., and others. At a subse-
quent meeting the applicat on of Wm, Tytler, a graduate of Toron-
to University, was acceptcd and his salary fixed at $800. For Mr,
Poole'’s pesition in the common school 20 appleations were recelved
and Mr. A, C, Orr received the appointment at a salary of $400, Miss
McEvoy also resigned and M'ss Agnes Barbour was apponted her
successor. All the lady teachers for the ensuing year were given a
uniform salary of §200, An attempt was made to lessen the staff by
appointing no assistant in the grammar school. Th's policy proved
unsatisfactory as after complaints of overcrowd ng had boen made
to the board, Mr. Geo, Shurtleff of Toronlo was engaged at a
salary of $400. Mr. Shurtleff began his duties Mar. 31, 1869.

The board of 1869 was composed of Mr. D. A. Robertson,
chairman; Mr. R. Barbour, secrctary; and Messrs. T. B. Guest, T.
McIntyre, G, Carter, J. Harrison, W, N, Ford, A. Forrester, M.
Harrison, R, Baton, . Harstowe, and Dr. Wilson. A fee of $2.00 per
quarter was imposed on all non-resident pupils whether altend ng
the publie or grammar schools, Mr. Wm. Best was given 3240 for
his services as carctaker,

Londou exhibition was ev'dontly one of the events of the gea-
son as the teachers were given a holiday in which to atlend it,

On Nov, 15th the board gracefully acknow!edged having re
ceived “the very liberal and praiseworthy donation” of $60 from
Mr. Jas. Trow, M.P.I, and decded that as the gift had been made
for the benefit of the rising generation the sum be appropriated
for prize books to be dstributed at the Christimas examinations,

Mr. Shurtleff, ass'stant in the grammar school, ha'ing been of-
fered a larger salary in another school severed h's conneetion with
the school on Oect, 1st, and Mr. Poole was engaged to complete
his year, ;

The board of 1870 contained a few new names being eomprised
of D. A. Robertson, cha’'rman; It Barbour, secretary, and Messrs,
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W. L. Hutton, Alfrdd McDougal. A, J. Beleh, D. Mler, W. N, Ford
T. B. Guest, It. Harstone, J. Harrison, T. Mclntyre, and Dr. Wilson.
The Rev. D, Waters, LL.D, was appointed Joeal superintendent
and his inspectoral duties as defined by a committe¢ required an n-
spection every three monihs, and a report to the board.

On Feb, 1st, Mr. Orr resigned owing (o illness. The vaeancy
was advert s.d and applicat ons were received from the following;
J. A. McKellar, Goderich; J. B, Ganton, Oakville; Alfrid Goodbow,
St. Marys; Jas. Scott, Clnton; Dp, Maybe, Stiriing; J. Dutler, of
Aylmer, Que; and Thos. A, Bryes of Toronto. Mr. McKellar receiv-
ed the appointment at a saiary of $450. At mid-summer the Ceniral
was re-shingled and 25 new sea's were orderdd for Mr, MeKejlar's
room. The noon interval for the pupils was extendid to one and
a half hours, On Oct. 31st the [first mention is made of the separ-
ation of the common and grammar schools. The queston was a-
gain discussed on Nov, 7th, but In view of the probabie legis’at on
at the coming session of Lthe |« ure” action in the matier
was deferred. However, 'n his ngagement for the ensung year
Mr. McKellar was g.ven ful control of the common school wh le
Mr. Tytler reta'ned his pos'tion as head of the grammar school,

At the October meel'ng Mr. McEvoy intimated to the board (hat
he would not accept a re-engagement as he was about to enter
another profess'on. The West Ward ratepayers were anx ous as to
the future of their school so they presented a largely sgned pot-
ition to the November mecting meeting praying that a mae tacher
be secured to continue in charge of the school and also that the
4th and 5th books be taught there. The board prom sed ¢onsider-
ation o! thelr request., An advertisement for a male teacher for
this school brought 30 applications, and that of Mr. T. 8 Pot s
of Fish Creek was accepted. On leaving Mr. MeEvoy was p ni-
ed with a tesiimon’al braring witness to the satisfactory services he
had rendered during his three years' engagement with the brard

At the school board of 1871 the follow ng genlemen cerupied
seals; Mr. D. A, Robertson, ehalrman; Mr. R, Barbour, Secrotary
end Messrs. W, N, Ford 1. Eaton, T. Melntyre, H. I, Sharp, J.
W, Poole, W, L. Hutton, D. Miller, It, Harstone, T. B. Guest and A,
MeDougail, Mr. Barbour's sa ary was fixed at $30. The prine pal's
report for January show«d an average attendance of 429 or a
little more than are now atiending, but this included the grammar
school pup’ls whose nanb rs ar: not g'ven, Estima ¢s for the year
asked that £3200 be leved on the ratepayers for common school
purposes and that $300 be leved for grammar school purp
The taxes eolleeted from the attached portion was this year : 90,
In March the board gracefully acknowledged another donat on of
$60.00 from Mr, James Trow, MP.I’, Of th's amount $7.60 was turn
ed over to the separa‘e school as their share and (he remander
was ass'gned to the purchase of books to be given as prz:s In
March a quantity of maple floorng was ordercd, that it m'ght b
properly dried preparatory to reflooring one flat of the Central
school,

The year 1871 witnessed some important ehanges in thoe gehool-
system. The historic name of Grammar School was superecd 4 by
the term High School. Similarly what had been generally mod the
Common School  was sabscgn a1l known as the Publie wol. The
title of Loeal Superintendent of Schools was also changed to that «f
Inspector of fchoo's. Dr. Wateps: was continned in the position as
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inspector and in view of the inerease of duties pertaining (o the of-
fice his salary was increasid to $60.00, at whieh figure it remamd
until the present year. On Scpt. 12th, 1871, Mr. Hay res gned to
accept a position in 8!ratford. His resignation was accepted and Mr
Charles A. Barnes engaged to fill the vaecancy. On Oct, 1st Mr.
Tytler having been offered a position in the Dundas high school atl
$1,000 per year, res gned, but on the promise of $1,000 for the en-
suing year he withdrew h'd resignation. The female teachers ware
all re-engaged at Increas:s of from $25.00 to $50.00, accord ng to
their eertificates.

The scattered and delached position of the various rooms was
the cause of continued frict.on., Frequent resignations and oonse-
quent changes in the sialf resulted from attenpts to move teach-
ers from one school to another against their wishes. This friction
was frequent between the male teachers in the West Ward and the
principal or the other teachers there, due to the ill-defined limits of
the authority of each. There was also constant d.fficulty in the
classification of the pupils. In the autumn of 1871 the Iinspeetor
and the classification committee endeavored to limit the mumber of
clasges cach teacher was obl'ged to teach to as few as poss'ble,
and consequently advised that the 4th class be withdrawn from jhe
West Ward, This was met by a s'orm of protest and a petition of
ratepayers wh'ech had the effeet of delaying the change. The same
effort was made the following year but again unsuccessfuily. Then
the proposal to withdraw the male teachers from the West Ward
school was a source of troubly for years, This proposal was made
by the board of 1872 but (he opposition was too streng at [rs',
although since that time a male teacher has been engaged to
teach there only at intervals for short terms.

At the close of 1871 Mr. D. A. Robertson retirdd afier hav-
ing served ocontinuously as chairman for almost ten years, and
previously to thal time had spent several years at the board.
Mr. Robert Harstone was elce.ed chairman for 1872, and Mr. R,
Barbour was re-appointed s eretary. The other membors were;—
Messrs. J, W. Pooie, H, I Sharp, A. McDougall, R. Eaton, Thomas
Mclntyre, J. E. Hard ng, Wm. Currie, John Adair, W, L. Hutton, and
W. N. Ford. The mew board decided that additional accommoda-
tion was neecssary so space for an additional room was found in
the Oddfellow’s Hal, and M'ss Jane Sipclair was engaged to teach
there, At mid-summer Mr. T. 8. Potts, having secured an offer at
a larger salary e'sewhere, resgned and Mr., A. Goodbow took his
place in the West Ward school, entering on his work on Aug. 21st,
1872, At the close of the year Mr. McKellar, principal of the public
school, res'gned and the posit'ons of headmaster of the h'gh school
and principal of the public schoo's were again combined with Mr,
Tytler in charge, Mr. Barnes was then g ven the
senlor divis'on of the public school. The Chief Sup-
erintendent of Education nolificd the board that the School Act re-
quired that each high schooi should have at least two teachers
%0 Mr. Goodbow was transfereed from the West Ward to the Cen-
tral as high school assistant at a salary of $500, and Miss A,
Miller was added to the s'aff of the public school , f

The Truster Doard of 1873 presented some changes.  Messrs,
Hutton, MeDougall and Easton retired, and their places were takan
by Messrs. R. Box, Stephen Myers, and Dr. Iarrison. Mr. J. W,
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Poole was clected chairman and My, Barbour re-appo.nbdd sceretarpy.
Early In the year a deputalion was sent (o wait on the Govern-
ment asking certain amcodmenis to the high school act, and seek-
ing a re-adjustment of the high school district so as lo includs
the township of Blanshard, They also waited on the Perth coun-
ty council seeking a grant towards the high school. Yearly for
several years the same requ:st was made to the counly council,
but up to this time unsuccessfuily. The money reeelved from the
attached portion this year was $103,00,

CHAPTER VL
The Building of the High School.

The school census of 1872 had shown a school population bLe-
tween the ages of five and s Xlzen, of 1023; the largest in the his-
tory of the town up Lo that t.me and possibly samce. Ths fact
and the inspector's complaint of overcrowding led the board tc
take the [irst steps towards the erection of the present h'ghs hoo
building, In April, 1873 a committee was appointed Lo report on \he
question of additional school accommodation, and the probabie cost
of the erection of a suitabie building. Properly owners of aval-
uble sites were communicated with, the North Ward hiil being ap-
parently being favored by the trustecs. The project, however, was
not carried forward until the following year. At mid-summer Mr
Barnes resigned his position on  the publiec school staff and was
succecded by Mr., Georga Mo'r, who Dbegan his lengthy serviee in
the St. Marys publie schools on Aug. 16th, 1873, The ciose of the
year brought several other chavges in the teaching s.aff. Mr. A,
Goodbow resigned and Mr. G. Moir was given hig position as high
school assistant at a salary of §500.00. His piace in the publc
school was taken by Mr. Francs MeNell at the same salary. As
as assistant in the publie school Mr. Wm. Gray of Fergus was ¢n-
gaged at $100,00 per year. Of the female teachers Mss M ler, M 85
A E. Barbour and Miss M. E. Mo erip res'gned. Miss Barbour who
had taught for five years anll Miss Moserip who had been a mem-
ber of the staff for about twelve years were each tendered high-
iy complimentary testimonia sin recognition of thelr faithful ser-
vices, To fill the vacancies caused by these res'gnations, M ss
Loulse MeCormack and Miss  Charlotte Allen were sceur-
od, and given charge of their respective rooms at the beginning of
1874. Dr. Waters, who for three years had filled the position of
inspector of schools with mark 4 ability notified the board on
Nov. 25, 1873 that he would pot be able to continue In the posi-
tion as he purposed moving {o Bt. John, N.B, H's resignation was
accepted with regret and the bousrd passed a resolution, a copy of
which was forwarded to Dr. Walers, eulog'zing h's many valuabe
services In school affa'rs and express'ng their apprce’ation of his
uniform Kindness and courtesy., On Deec. 15th Mr. Willlam Alexand
B.A., was appo'nted inspretor of the local schoo's.

The only change in the Trutee Board for 1874 was tha elce-
tion of Mr. E. W, llarding to suceeed Mr. Robt. ‘Barbour. Mre. J.
W. Poole was chosen as cha'rman and Mr. R. Barbour engaged to
act as secretary.

On March 5th, 1874, a resolution sympath'zing with the re'a-
tives of their ex-publ’e gchonl prinelpal, the late Mr. J, A, MeKeollor
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who was killed In a rallway wreck at Komoka, was passed by the
board and a copy forwarded (o his friends. On May Eth Mr., W.
Gray resigned on account of lll-health and Mr., James Dusty was
appointed to [fill the vacancy temporarily, and held the pos:tion
until the end of the ycar. While the board was d'scussing his ap-
pilcation at one of their meelings the minutes inform us that the
fire bell rang and tho truslecs unceremoniously broke up the mest-
ing. On August 2ndMr. Frank MeNell resigned and on Sept. 1st his
place was taken by A JJohn Brydon who taught until the clese
of the year. Miss #. L. Barbour also resigned at this time and
was given a complimentary test'monial,

The cstimates for the year required a tax levy on the rate-
payers of $3518 for publ'e school purposes and $3550 for hizh
school purposes. For the last holf of 1873 the board received n
legislature grant for high schoo! purposes of $301, which was bas-
ed on an attendance of 46 pupils at a rate of $8.50 per pup’l.
For the first half of 1874 the grant was $480 o1 $7.50 per pupil
on an attendance of 64,

Discussion on the new school projeet which was first opencd
by the board of 1873 was resumed early in 1874, On February
25th a meeting was callcd {0 discuss not only the erowded state
of the rooms but also the dangerous position of some of the ward
schools. Although it appears the matter was never openly dscuss-
ed it appears evident from the course of events that while the new
North Ward building was ostensibly to be another of the many
ward schools into which the 8t, Marys publia schoo's were brok-
en up, the real purpose of most of the trustecs was to ercet a
building that would be suitable for a high school and thus a low
of centralizing more of the public school pupils in the Central
school, A committee (o sclect a site reported on two suitable |
sations, one between Queen and Jones streets, East Ward, and the
other the Coleman property, on Water street on the North Ward
hill, Finally lots 13, 14, and 15, on the cast s!de of Waler Strect
was chosen, the price paid being $600. After a considerable a-
mount of discussion, numerous votes and the presenting of petitions,
it was final'y deelded to ereel a two storey four-roomed br
school, and R. Barbour was engaged to prepare plans and spee -
fications. Evidently with a view of keeping the peace all round
board also acqulesced In a demand for an addition to the West
Ward school, This was mosl strenuously opposed by certain mem-
bers of the board who maintained that it should be deferred un-
il the completion  of the North Ward building.
They were over-ruled, however, and a motion to have
plans and sgpecifications preparcd and to ask for tenders for the
erection of a one-room ston¢ addition to the West Ward balding
was carried. Mr., Barbour was also engaged to prepare these plans,

On April 20th the tenders for both buildings were opened and
awarded to the fol'owing; Messrs. Cralg and Hamilton secured the
contract for the West Ward addition at 81084, For the North
Ward building, the wood work was awarded to Messrs. Cra'g and
Hamilton at $2100. Mr. Jamcs Elliott was awarded the gtone and
brick work at $2446; Mr. Wm. Williams secured the plastering at
$380; and Mr. John Wil'ard the painting at $125. Messrs, J. W,
Poole, R. Harstone, J. Adair, J. E. Harding and W, N. Ford wera
named as a bullding eommittee and Mr. R, Barbour apponted in-
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spector of work. The board s nt a requisition to the couneil for
$6385 for the purpos¢ of building these rooms. On June 19th o
motion was passed mildy econsuring the Mayor for leaving the
chair and thus preventing the passing of their requisition, and also
asking for a special mecting to deal with the matter.

The buildings were eomp'eted that autumn and on Nov. Gth,
1874, a meeting was cal «d at discuss the separaling of the two
boards. At this meeting a resolution was passed that the unitcd
board of the publie and high school trustees be disso.ved at the
close of the year. A comm tiee was appointed to report on a su.t-
able division of school property. This committee advised that the
new North Ward bullding be harded over to the newly constituted
high school board, and that the publie schoo! board retain all oth-
er school propertics. This was adopted and (he separate boards ook
charge of their respective duties at the beginning of 1875. Mr. W,
Tytler became the first principal of the high school and Mr. George
Moir was appointed prine pal of the publia schoo's at a salary of
$0600. The other members of the public school staff were; Mr. J,
Campbell, first assistant at $1560; Misses Barbara Catanach, ¥,
Cruttenden, Charlotte Allan, and Matilda Nugent al $250 each;
and Misses L. McCormack and J. Morphy, each receiving $225.

The publiec school trustees wet for the first time after the
dissolution of the oid united board in the town hall on January
28th, 1875. The following trus!ees were present ; Messrs. Wm. Cur-
rie, J. Adair, E. W, Hard ng, 8. Myers, A, W. Knox, and W, N.
Ford. Mr. Curri¢ was <l.cied cha'rman, Mr., . Barbour secretary,
and Mr. E. Long, treasurer. The accounts of the board were or-
dered to be kept in (he Federal Bank, The board as above con-
stituted remaincd unchanged for five years, and Mr. Currie reta'n-
ed the chairmanship until 1879, when he was succeeded by Mr. John
Adair,

The ercction of the high school building and the absenes of
the high school pupils necess ta'ed a considerable re-arrangement
of the pupils and teachers, and it was not until June 1st that
this was finally completed. In May the old Oddfeillows Hall was va-
cated and the scats removed to two rooms in the high school bu' d-
lng, which were sccured for publie school purposes. A partit'on was
removed from one of the large rooms in the Central schoo', thus
leaving the arrangemerit of the rooms there as they are a! present,
Mr. Moir, Miss M. Nugent, Miss B. A. Citanach, and Miss Jennie
Morphy wero ass'gned to the four rooms in the Central; Mr. J.
Campbell, Miss E. Cruttenden and Miss Emma Ford, who jo'ned the
staff on June 1st, were sent to the West Ward; M'ss Al'an and
Miss Louise MeCormack took charge of the rooms in the high
school building, At midsummer onoof the rooms In the high sehool
had to be given up to make room for the inereased attendance of
high school pupi's, and the pup’ls attending there were diste bu'ed
among the other rooms, Th's resulted in gerious overerowd ng and
necessitated the securing of additional accomodation the folowing
vear. The total enrolment for June 1875 was 571, and the average
attendance for three months ending June 80th was 445, The estl-
mates for the year eal'ed for a levy on the taxpayers of $3300,

Early Tn the year a potition signed by 51 e't'zens of the
West Ward was presented fo the board praying that Miss Cratten-
den be al'owed to eontinue her instructions in pla‘n and fancy sow-
Ing, which they deelarcd to W a great benefit to their daughters,
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The board, like the very practical body of men which they were,
aliowed the female teachers to teach plain sewing In their respec-
tive rooms on one afterncon of each week, but expressly stipu ated
that no fancy sewing should be taught in the schools.

At midsummer Miss Crutlenden and Miss B. A. Catanach sever-
ed their connection with the school, the latter to take a position
pear her home in Elora. Miss It. F. Barbour was engaged to com-
plete Miss Catanach’s term. At Christmas Miss Alan and Mp,
Campbell decln 4 re-engagement, For the following year the staff
was composed of Mr., Geo. Mo'r, principal, at a saary of $700;
Miss Nugent, at $400; Miss McCormack at $300; Misse Morphy at
$250; Miss A. E, Barbour, at $400; Miss Ford, Miss Watt, and Miss
. F, Barbour, each at $225.

The sceuring of an additional room to relieve the overcrowding
was accomplished by an agreement with the councll by which the
board were permitted to fit up the old town hal or Lock-up for
school purposes. Th'e was done ata cost of $1300. The large doors
and windows in the west end were built up with stone; the large
supporting pil ars were removed and the building otherwise renovat-
ed. In addition a flowing we l was obtained by drilling and a f.ve
foot picket fence built to enc ose the grounds. On April 21st the
room was npened with M'ss M. Walt as teacher.

In the summer of 1876 the Centennial Exhibition was hed in
Philadelphia and the board expressed their willingness to grant any
of the teachers who wished to attend a weck's leave of absence on
the very liberal eondition that they should procure and pay a sub-
stitute,

On Oct, 24th the board off'cially invited the Hon. Adam Crooks
to visit the schools and to ho d a conference with the teach:rs
from St. Marys and the surrounding distriet, There i8 no record
however that ‘the invitation was acecepted,

At the close of the year Miss Nugent resigned and Miss Em-
ily M. Pear¢con of Paisley was engaged to take her place at a ga'-
ary of §300. All the other teachers were re-engaged.

CHAPTER VII.
The Attached Portion Arbitration.

For many years more or legs friction prevalled between the
town and the attach«d portion of the township. The colloetion of
the school tax levied by the school board was one of the sources
of trouble. After the separation of the public and high schoo! boards
there was the additional difficu’ty of determining the rights of the
children from the attached portion in the High school. One of the
incidents of thig confliet was the seizure of two steers belonging
to Mr. Wm. MeGrigor, by balliff Wm. Box, for school taxes, an
action which involved the board ina law suit. After repeated mect-
ings and conferencds, and a considerable amount of troub'e and an-
noyance the matier was satisfactorily sett'ed by an arbliration. The
arbitrators were Daniel Home Lizars, county judge; John M. Mor-
an, inspector for Bouth Perth, William Alexander, inspector for St,
Marys; Andrew Driver, representing the Township of Blanshard,
and W, N. Ford, represénting The town couneil,
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After due consd-ration these arbitrators reached an agreement
which apparently proved satisfactory to all part.es. The dctals of
the agreement were unfor.unately omilted [rom the minutes, bat
immed.ately fodowing this scitlement the chairman of the board
was instructed o make a requisitjog on the Township of Blanshard
instructing them to levy and coliel from the rawpayers of thad
portion of Blanshard joined to the union school scetion of 8t
Marys and Blanshard the sum of $190, the amount seitled to be
pad under the report of Judge Lizars and the olher arbitrators,
dated Aug. 23rd, 1877, whenh sum was to be paid to the treas-
urer of the &t, Marys school board before Dee. 15th. In addition
to this sum the board reecived the legisiative grant belonging to
thegs atiached portion, amounting to sums varying from $25.00 to
$36.00 per year. Apparently sinee this requisition above menddoned
Blanshard has continued to levy and collect certain rales in ths
portion of the township and has paid them over (o Lthe school
board without any further requisition from the board. For over
20 years preceding this settlementi the St. Marys board yearly ap-
pointed a colleetor who levied and colieeted a specified tax-rate
from the ratepayers of this atiached portion. By thls agreement
the township officals levied and collected the tax and a frequent
source of irritation between the town and that portion of Blan-
shard attached to the town for school purposes, was removod.

CHAPTER VIIL
Difficulties of Accomodation and Classification.

In February 1877 the Inspeelor recommend:d that the prnei-
pal's room be re-sodted with sngle desks, a request not compl «d
with until 32 y« fater, He reported an attendane® in the prn-
cipal's room of 82 which with absentets and seve yheps who wo et
fit for promotion would bring tLaenrol!ment up to about one hun-
dred, He rceommended that the elass be divided into a junor and
senlor division and suggesied that a room be sceurcd by utiliz ng
the upper storey of the old town hall. Mr. Alexander's v ¢ommend-
ationy were not aeid upon by the board and on Oect, 30th he pe-
slgned, The board endeavored to persuade him to withdraw his re-
signation but without avall and on Dec. 12th 1877 it was accepted
and John M. Moran, Inspector of Schools for the South Riding of
Perth was appointed his successor.

The close of every ycar and almost every ha'l year brought
a large number of changes in the teaching stalf, this being large'y
due to the old model school third class certificates, which expr-
ed at the end of three years. Owing to the scarcity of grcond-
clasg normal trained teacher considerable proportion of the teach-
ers possessed only the mode! eertif.cates and as these were cons'antly
I apsing it neeessitated frequent changes., For the fol'owing year
the staff consisled of Mr. Geo, Moir, prineipal; and Misg's, A, E.
Barbour, J, MeC'ormack, . F. Barbour, E. Walt, E. Pearson, B. Me-
Laren, N. Delmage, 8 M. Ford, and Mrs. Wilson. The average at-
tendanee for 1877 was about 450 and the estimates required a
levy of G5, The sa'ary of Mr. Best the earetaker was $340,
In April 14th Mr. . Barbour, owing to enforeed abseners from
town, resigned hig pos'tion as sceretary of tho board after havng
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served in that ecapacily for over 12 years. Mr. Moir was engaged
to complete his term of office.

In May the board grantcd a request of Misscs  Slmpson and
Kain for permission to use the old town ha.l on Water sirect as
a Sabbath school, on condition that they make a satisfactory ar-
rangement with the caretaker, A committeo was also empowered to
re-floor the upper rooms in the Central school.

In July 1878 a special committee reported on the sultabllity of
the upper room in the old town hall and of Mr. Moore's church
for school purposes giving the preference to the lalter which was
secured by rental for $60.00 a year and the seats in the remaining
room in the high school which up to this time had been used for
publio school purposes, were transferred to the stone church on
Queen street, which had been vaecated by the school board in
1858,

In 1879 Mr. John Ada'r replaced Mr. Currie as presiding officer
of the trustec board and Miss Maggie Barbour and Miss Annle Laugh-
ton replaced Mrs, Wilson and Miss Delmage on the teaching staff
of the schools. The inspector complained of the eovercrowding of
twa of the rooms, and rcecommended the formation of an additional
room. This was not done but applications were asked for the posi-
tion of monitor, and M'ss M. Parish was engaged at $1200 per
month, The other applicants were Miss §, Wilson, M'ss Knox, Miss
Currie, Mr, Marshall and Mr. Fotheringham, At midsummer M ss
Louisa McCormick res'gned and the board expressed their regret at
losing the serviers of such a va uable teacher. Mps. McMurchie f11-
ed the vacancy temporarly, and Miss Bel'e Oliver received a per-
manent position on the staff, At the close of the year Mry Moir
and Misses A, E. Barbour, R. F. Barbour, M. Barbour, £ Ford, and
A Laughton were re-engazed at the old sa'aries, Miss Oliver re-
celved $400 and Misses El'a McCormack and Jennie Knox were added
to the staff at $225 each, .

One pecullarity in the elcelions in those days was that the
trustees conducted their own c¢lections. They named their own of-
ficials at the po'ls and a'so se'ccted the polling places, Mr. John
MecLean was eleeted in 1880 by the Sfouth Ward but the election
was declared void by Judge Lizars. Inl the bye-clection he was again
returned. The other members of the board for this ycar were ;—
Messrs, W. N. Ford, John Ada'r, E. W, Harding, 8. Myers, and A.
W. Knox. Mr. Ford was elreted chairman and Mr. N. E. Birtch was
appointed sceretary at a salary of $35.00 per year, In sucecrgsion
to Mr. Moir who had held the position since the res'gna‘lon of Mr,
Barbour in 1877,

The inspcetor’s report for 1880 contained some Interesling ree-
ommendations, In the first place he advised that one of the rooms
in the West Ward be closed and converted into a playroom for
the children. He a'so commented on the fact that one part of the
work of a principal was a'most entirely neglected In 8t. Marys,
in that the prinecipal rarely, if ever, visited the other rooms in
orden to supervige the work of the other teachers, and give them
the benefit of his eounsel. The poor furnishings of the rooms were
also subjeets of comment.

No change was made in the trustea board for 1881, Mr, Ford be-
ing re-appointed chalrman and Mr. Birteh secretary.

On the staff M'ss E. Cruttenden and Miss €. Wilson were en-
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gaged, taking the places of M'ss E, McCormack and Miss D. Oli-

ver, both of whom had dcelnod pre-engagement. On March 10th
Misd A. E. Barbour resigned and her lengthy and high'y satisfac.ory
services were recognized by a fitting testimonial, Miss Lizze C.
Campbell replaced her on April 1s at a salary of $350 per annum.
At midsummer Miss Ford res gned and Miss E. Watt was engageil
to complete her term. At the coseof the year Misses M. Barbour,
C. Wilson and J. Knox retired. The staff for the year 1852 was
composed of the folowing teachers{ Mr. Geo. Moir, at a salary of
$800 ; Miss Maggle Campbell at $400; Miss R. F. Barbour at $300;
Miss Nellie Delmage, Miss A, Laughton, and Miss Lizzle Delmage at
$250; Miss A. Knox, Miss E, Cruttenden and Miss E. Watt at $225.
The inspector’s report for the last half of 1881 espeeia ly commends
Miss Cruttenden’s “sup:ri>rity in the teaching of good manners and
things of that kind."

For the years 1882 and 1583 the boawsd cons'sted of Mossrs, W,
N. Ford, John Maclean, E. W, Harding, J. Adair, A. W, Knox, and
& Myers, the latter being chalrman.

In 1881 a committee was appointed to consider the advisabl-
ity of establishing a fifth ¢ ass in the public schoo!. After consuli-
ing with the high school board this committee in March 1852 roport-
ed in favor of the proposal, basing their deeision on “the right of the
children of ratepayers to receive o purely Eng ish education in the
public school.” The recommendation was adopted by the board and
at Easter 1882 a fifth class was cstablished in the prinepa’s room.
A communication from the minister of education dated April 4 h,
1882, informed the board that they had full authority under the
regulations to continue teach ng afifth and also a sixth ¢ ass inthe
publiec schoo!, The additional work thus given the prinepal ob lgd
tha board in February 1883 to engage an assistant, and Mss C. Wil-
son was secured. In November 1883, however, the inspector recom-
mended that, as he found all the pupils in the prine’pa’s room do-
ing practically the same work, the teaching of the additional ¢ ass
ba discontinued and that the services of the assistant be d spensed
withy This was done at the end of the year,

In 1882 one room in the Weslt Ward was reseatcd with double
seats bought from Mr, A, & Harrington at $3.50 each. The esti-
mates for thig year requred that $3650 be raised by the town
for public school purposes, The legislative grant to the town, in-
clud'ng the grant for inspection, was $350 in 1877, but had increas-
ed to $607 in 1850 and $575 in 1882, The register for Oectober,
1882, showed an enrollment of 534 with an average attendane» of
426, Three of the rooms had geventy or more pupils, In the ear'y
part of the year Miss Jenne Knox attendcd the Normal and M'ss
Agned Knox acted as substitute during her absence, At the close of
the year Miss A. Laughton and Miss Lizzie Delmage retired and
were sucoceded by Miss Alice Wilson and Miss Annie Pook, each at
a salary of $200. On Feb. 15th, 1883, Mr. William Alexander was
again appointed inspector, suceceding Mr. Moran, who had held the
position for five years.

The estimates for 1883 cal'ed for a levy of $3750, In this year
the amount reecived from the attached portion was $180, instend
of $100, as had been the amount following the arbitrators’ award
of 1877. The legis'ative grant for the attached portion for this
year was $28.00. The aftendance report for May 1883 gave the
enrol'ment as 562 and the average attendanee as 441, In the
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autumn coal furnaces were installed in the Central school at a cost
of about $400,

At midsummer Mss N. Delmago and Miss I, F. Barbour res'gn-

ed and were succecded by Mss M, I, Barbour and Miss Agnes Knox
at salaries of $250 and $225 respectively. Their duties began on
Sept. 8rd. On Oet. 2nd, 1883, Mr, Moir resigned after a term of
serviee of a litt'e over ten years, His resignation was not im-
mediately accepted, but he was granted leave of absence until tha
end of the year, and Mr. J. W, Laird was sccured as substitute,
On Deec. 22nd, after cons d ring tho merits of twenty-two applican(s
for the position of principal the board engaged Mr. Laird at a
salary of $600. The other teachers of the staff were all re-sn.
gaged for the ensuing year.

The January e¢lections of 1854 produced no change in the mewm-
bership of the Trustee DBoard, but on May 15th Mr. John Adair
resigned, His retirement, aftar a continuous membership of over 21
years, was recognized by the passing of a highly complimentary re-
solution by the board, which referred to his faithful servecs and
also rexpressed their regret that he had found it neeessary to
withdraw, Mr. A. Beat!ic suececded Mr, Adair as representative of
the North Ward. On March 31st, 1854, an old tried and trusted,
servant, Mr. Wm. Best, retired, after a continuous serviee of nearly
twenty years ag carclaker of theschools. He was succeeded by Mr,

Henry Whitworth, who comtinued in the position for several years,

Il health causcd the retirement of Miss M. Campbell in Mareh
1884, and on April 1st, Miss Adelaide Verth was addcd to the staff
at a salary of $250. At m'dsummer the Misses Knox resigned
thein positions being taken by Misses I, F. Barbour and M. Filby.

For the fol'owing year, 1885, thestaff consisted of Mr. J. W, Laird, :
principal ; and Misses M. Barbour, A. Verth, A, Pook, .. F, Barbour,

E. Watt, E. Cruttenden, A. Wilson, and M. B. Miller. The trustee {
board remaining unchanged, but Mr. E. W, Harding was chairman,

The rceent change in the readers, renders interesting the fact
that on April 15:h 1885 the trustees ordered the introduction into
schools of the serice of readers that has just been diseard d,

At various times a new school building for the North Ward
had been proposcd but never seriously discussed. In July 1885 Mr
James Coleman wrote offerng e'rtain lots in the North Ward for
sale. The communieation was referred (o a committee but no report
wasd ever brought in. The estimates for 1885 caled for a levy of
$3635, The average attendance for Sepltember was 471, and four
rooms had an enrol'ment of from 73 to 79 each,

In July Miss Pook res'gned and Miss Susie Wright was engaged
to take her place, AL the end of the year Misses Wilson, Verth,
and Watt resigned. and Mss s Belle Delmage, L. Ingersoll and A,
L. Thompson were given the vacant positions.

The trustee board for 1856 and 1887 was composcd of Mr, E.
W, Hard'ng, chairman; and Messrs. W. N. Ford, M. J. Beam, A,
Beattie, A. W. Knox, and & Myers. In August a comm'tice was
ordercd to proeceed with the re-seating of another rcom In the u
West Ward. In September a motion was passed that t(he eleetions
should be he'd at the sgame time as the munieipal elections in ae-
enrdance with the Act of 1885, The total attendance for Seplemb.p
1880 was 543, and (he average 455. The nine rooms had enroll-
ments varying from 28 in the pencipal’s to 86 in M'ss Cruttenden's
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and 100 in Miss Thompson's. The following month the enrollment
wasd 530, but the average attendance dropped to 217, In the prin-
cipal's room the average was 9. In Miss Delmage’s, with 73 on the
rolb the average was 16. This remarkable falling off was due Lo an
outbreak of diphtherla, so deadly a disease In those days. Several
pupils died, Miss Delmage's room alone losing three.

For the year 18587 the only chango in the teaching staff was the
engagement of Miss A. Wilson to replace Miss Delmage, who resign-
ed, In October Miss McKenzie of Stratford requested the use of
thd Church street school for a singing class. It was granted on con-
dition that she make arrangements with the caretaker regard ng
heating and lighting. At the close of the year Miss R. F. Barbour
resigned and was succceded by Miss Maggie L. Wilson.

For the years 1888 and 1880 Mr. A. W. Knox was chairman
of the board, the membership of which remained unchangod until
the death of Mr. A. Beattie in the spring of 1888, In Lhe cleo.jon
that followed Mr, J. C. G.lpin bicame the representative of  the
North Ward. The school atiendance this year was very large, the
average attendance for November being 408, The classification com-
mitted made an effort to more equally arrange the pupls among the
various rooms, and, 10 assist themselves in the task they iad down
the rule that any pupil, after reaching the seccond class, coud bo
sent to any of the town schools, In this way they tried to avoid
the ununecessary divisilon of each teacher’s time among oo many
classes. The principal d.d not {ura very well, however, as he was
assigned a fifth class, a senlor fourth and a junior fourth. The quest-
tiom of teaching singing In the schools was debated, in this and sev-
eral following years, but although adopted by the board on two
or, three occasions it was never finally put into effecl. The Central
school was opened as a night school with Mr. Moir in charge in this
and two or threo fol'owing winters. Another lot on the cast side
of Ontario street was purchascd for $25.00 and added (o the
grounds of the West Ward school,

At midsummer Misses Wright and Miller were granted leave of
absence to attend the Normal school, and Misses Earah Davis and
Mary L. Harrison were engaged to take their places, the laiter
continuing on the s!aff for 1889 in the place of Miss Thompson,

At the closo of 1888 Mr. £, Myers withdrew after fouriecn
years continuous service, as a member of the board. In the clce-
tions following Mr. T. D. Stanley was relurncd in his place as
representative of the 8outh Ward.

CHAPTER IX.
The Schools Criticised.

Tho overcrowd ng problem again, became urgent, the enrolment
in Seplember 1888 reaching a total of 590, To relieve this a room
in the Oddfellow's Block on Water! strect was rented for $100 a
year and fitted up as a schoolroom, This was opened In the aut-
umn with Miss J. Falrweather in charge as teacher. A commitieo
wad appointed to cons!der the advisability of building a new school
in 'the North Ward, but the jnspector's report soon after appar-
ently discouraged the projeet, In his report he referred to the
great difficulties of c'assification on account of the classes bring
distributed among five differerit buildings. He strongly advised more
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school accommodation at the Centrak so that as many as possibe
of the detached rooms could be discontinued, At midsummer M ss
Ingersoll and Miss Harrison were granted, leave of absenca to at-
tend the Normal and Miss E, G, Mitchell and Miss M, Watson ¢n-
gaged to fili the vacancies, For the following year Mr. Laird was
re-engaged as principal at a salary of $725, and Misses E, G.
Mitehell, I, P. Barbour, M. Miller, &, Wright, A. Wilson, L. F, In-
gersoll, E, Cruttenden, J, Fairweathen and C. Delmage, at sa'arics
ranging from $325 down to $2u5,

At the close of 1880 Mr. W. N, Ford voluntarily retired and
the board fittingly remembered his twenty years of aelive serviee,
For tha years 1800, 1801, and 1502 the following gentlemen oecapi-
ed scats at the school board, Messrs, M. J. Beam, A. W, Knox, E,
W. Harding, T. D. 8tanley, J, C. Gilpin, ;and J, W. Wood. Mr. M.
J. Beam occupied the chair for 1800 and 1801,

The auditor's report for the year 18589 showed a levy on the
town of $4120, and a legis'ative grant of $393. The atlached por-
tion paid $180 and $14.30 was peceived as its legisiative grant. The
number of names on the roll for June 1800 was 604, with an av-
erage attendance of 520; thes2 ligures being the largest that the
records show, although the reports of atlendance were not preserv-
ed in the minutes in the carli>r years of the hislory of ithe
schools, To deal with the resulting overcrowding a committee was
appointed i March. They were instructed tof report on the number
of rooms required, on the best loealityt and probable cost of lands
buildings and furnishings eomp'ete and if thought advisable to have
plans and speeifications made. This committeo reporied progress two
or, three times subsequently and then apparently abandoned the
project,

Principal Lalrd's report of the night school conducted by him,
the preccd ng winter showed tha total enro'lment
ofl 103 pupils, of whom 78 were males and 25 fe-
males, The averagk attendanca was 44, The school was open for
two hours a n'ght on two nights a week, in all 25 nights. The
board expressed themselves as pleased with the success of the ven-
ture. In October Mr. A. C. Mountier was granted the use of Mr,
Laird’s room in the Central on ond night per weekl fol a class in
clocution on the usnnl conditions that he make his own arrange-
mentd with the janitor.

At| Christmas 1800, Miss Crultenden relired after many y2ars of
faithful service, having first taught, in &, Marys in the old Lock-
up school in September, 18506, and having in the succeeding years
rendered particularly efficient sarvico In the schools. The chief ob
Jeet of her teaching was never to achieve success at ¢xaminations
buff rather to nourish a broad and trua culture within her pupiis,
In pursuing this objeet she was wonderfully sueccssful as  her
pupils and successive prinelpa’'s and Inspeclors have borne witness,

For 1801 the teaching staff was composed of Mr. J. W. Laird,
and Misses M, Miller, A, Wlson, L. F. Ingersoll, 8 E. Wright, E. G.
Mitchell, M. P. Barbour, N. May Harding, Maggle Harrison and
Jessio Black. In August Miss Miller resigned and was succeeded by
Misdt Alice Dona'd, In th's year the entrance examinations wera
mada yearly instead of ha'f yearly, and the same practice was a'-o
adopted in regard to the promotion’ exams.

At tho close of 1801 M'sscs Harding and  Ilarrison relired, and
were replaced by Misses C. B. De'mage and Tillie Brown. Mr. J. €,
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Gilpin was appointed to The chajp in January 1802 and cont'nucd
in the position for two years. Dr, Thomas Gray was appo'nted the
first representative of the publie school board to sit on the col-
egiate institute board. Th's was in accordanca with a new Act of
Parliament, whieh requircd the public school board (o appoint one
representative.

On Sept. 1st 1802, a resolul'on of regret at the death of one
of their members, Mr. A. W. Knox, who had represcnted the South
Ward for several ycars, was passed, and on Nov. drd, Mr. W. W,
Haines took the seal rendered vacant by his decease,

According to the auditors' reportl for 1891 the town ralsed for
publie school purposes $3700, and received from the attached por-
tion $214.16, includ ng the legislative grant. Coal this year was
bought for the schools for $4.65 per ton, The average atiendance
for June 1892 was 475 and the roll contained 551 names, Eomo
the rooms contained over e ghly pupils.

Nearly eighteen years ago, in his first report dated Nov, 1st,
1502, Inspector Alexander had the following siriking comment on 81,
Marys public schoo.s; “S(, Marys cannot boast of il public school
accommodation, No other town in this county and I lielicve very few
it any, towns of any importance in tha provinee but can boast of
better publie school accommodations than your town. Il 8 a poor
plan to have the teachers scaticred around in five different buld-
ings, but as you are all, I feel sure, convineed of the truth of
what L have stated, I will gimply ask you to take up ths guestion
with a view of supply ng at an carly date that wheh your town
80 much requires, namely, good accommodation for all  the school
children,”

For| 1803 all tho old staff wepe re-engaged exeepling Miss Dol
mage, who declined, Miss Mary Maleolm taking  her place
at a salary of $200, The membesship of the
board remand unchanz.d  until the death  of Mr. M.
J. Beam. On July 6Lh, a reso.ution of regret at the loss to the board
and of sympathy with the bercaved family was passed and for-
warded to Mrs, Beam. At the October meeting Mr. Joseph Deavers
took' his place at the board for the balance of his term.

The Oddicllow's Hall having proved unsatisfactory as a class-
room was given up at midsummer and the papls d'stributed amon x
the other rooms. In cons quence of thus cutting down the number
of ¢lass rooms (0 nine, Miss Ma.colm's pervices were no onger re-
quired. A return to the hall yearly system of promoton examin-
ations was deeided on and promotion examinations accord ngly con-
ducted at Christmas and midsummer, Mr. J. N, Gray was granied
thel use of a class room at the Central for an  evening drawing
class on the usual condit'ons of arranging for heating, lghtng,
and caretaking.

At the Novembor meelng ol' the teachers were re-engaged ox-
cepting Miss Black, who retiped, Miss C. B. Delmage  taking her
place, Mr. Laird, howevér, Informed the board that he wished to
retir atl the end of the year. s res'gnation was accepled and,
his faithful and efficient scrviees as principal for over ten ycars
were acknowledged by tha board in a most complimentary reso -
ution of appreeation,

On Nov, 26th ont of some twenty-siN applicaliong for the pos.
ition' of principal the hoard se'ceted that of My, W, D, Sponee and
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he :tccordingly began his dutics on January 1st, 1894, his lnitial
salary being $550,

At the January ecleelions, 1804, Mr, Wm. Webster succecded Mr.
Jos. Beavers as representative of the South Wards Mr. T. D. Stan-
ley\ was appointed chalrman for the yeard 1894 and 1895, and D,
Irving was appointc@ to represent the publia school trustecs on the
collegiate institute board,

During the summer of 1804 the Central school was re-shingled,
also the East side of the West Ward, The cost was $103 and
$56 respectively for the two bulldings.

Inspector Alexander's opinion of £t. Marys school accommodation
did not improve as time went on, In the fall of 1893 he uscd quite
vigorous language in commenting on the unnecessary difficulties a-
rising from the scatlercd position of the various rooms. In hie re-
port of Nov, 1st, 1¥04 he again criticized the “Insufficlency and un-
satisfactory mature of the school accommodation,” and also sald, I
do not know, of any town that Is so badly off in the matter of
public school aczommodation as 8t. Marys .. .. .. The scattercd
state of your schoolrooms has led to another evil, viz., a defective
classification, I feel certain that the board would not have adopt-
ed the present classification had they not been driven to it by
the present unsatisfactory nature of the school accommodation”
The inspector also reported against the half year promotion ex-
aminations, and they were consequently discontinued.

In August 1894 Miss Wright resigned and Misa Annie Allen was
added to the stalf, and at tha close of the year Miss Brown retir-
ed and was succeeded by Miss Allce G. Wilson. The principa.’s room
was 80 overcrowded that Miss Kien was engaged as his ass'stant
until midsummer.

For 1805, 1806 and 1807 the membership of the board remain
ed unchanged., At their first meeting in January 1805 Mr, A,
Carman, the present efficient secretary, received his appointment,
succeeding Mr. N. E. Birtch, who had held the position for some
fifteen ycars, Mr. Carman’s initial salary was $30.00. Dr. Irving
was appointed their represcntative on the collegiate institute board,

All the teachers were re-engaged for 1896 and Mr. J. W, Wool
became chairman of the trusiec board for the years 1806 and '07,
During the latter year Mrs, Atkinson, formerly Miss R, F. Barbour,
acted as substitute for Miss Donald and for Miss A. G. Wison,

. while they attended Normal inthe spring and fall terms respec-
tively. At m'dsammer 1807, Miss A. Donald and Miss Allen resigo-
ed and Miss L. M. Thompson, and Miss Belle Donald were added to
the staff. All the teachers were re-engaged for 1808,

The auditor's report for 1800 showed that the town ralsed by
levy $3600 and reccived a government grant of $437, including $406
for school iuspection. The attached portion provided §182 and a
legislative grant of $15.28. The attendance for May 1897 aver-
eged 416 and the enroliment was 479. During the holidays the
ceiling was removed and a porch built at the Lock-up, a stone
porch was also added to the tower door at the Central school! at
a cost of $129. Owing to the dfficulties encountered the committee
abandoned thelr intention of putting furnaces in the West Ward
school.

Mr. J. C. Gllpin, after over ten years service voluntarily retired
at the close of 1807 aand Mr, A, II. Lofft succecded to the va.
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cancy. Mr. W. W. Haines acled a8 chairman for the years 1588
and 1899,

On May 5th, 1808, following the death of Mr, Willlam Alexander
Mr. William Irwin reccived hus appointment as inspector of 8t. Marys
schools, a position which he stil ably fils, The deccase of Mr.
Alexander removed an abe and efficient officer who nearly twenty-
five years previously reccived his first appointment as inspector in
St, Marys, and who, during his long tenure of office constantly
strove to impress on teachers and trustees that the physical,
mental, and moral needs of the children were matters of Nirst lm-
portance in the management ol school alfairs,

Inspector Irwin had occas on early In his term of office to erit-
felze the schools. In his report dated June 23rd he included the
following commeant, “The insde of the rooms and the surroundings
outside are not in keeping with many of the homes from which the
pupils come. There 8 a barencss and want of checrfulness about
some of the rooms that has & d-pressing effeet upon both pupls
and teachers, This I think Is a mistake.” The board th's year
resolved to mitigate, if possible, some of the defects in ventilation
and to this end employed Archilect Powell who furnished a plan
for a system of ventilation, This was adopted and the suggested
changes made In the Central and West Ward schools at a total
cost of about $1400, In August another lot adjoining the West Ward
school grounds was purchascd aL a cost of $55.00,

For the foliowing year 1890 all the teachers were re-engaged,
the principal's salary being $750 and the assistants’ salaries rang-
ing from $250 (o $325. On tha trustees board Mr. James Laing suc-
ceeded Mr. E. W. Harding as representative of the West Ward., Mr,
Harding's retirement aflter twenty-five years of continuous mom-
bership was made, the subject of a kind resolution in which the
board expresscd its regret that he should find it necessary to
withdraw, and also their appreciation of the very great intercst
he had taken In all the various problems that had confronted
the board during his long term of membership. Mr. Harding was
then appointed their representative on the collegiate Institute board
for 1899,

The Inspector's report for April 1800 contained the poeommenda-
tion that musie be tanght in the schools and also a complaint
that the heating of the Central school was very imperfeet. No ac-
tion was taken with regard to (Le teaching of musie, but to prop-
;rlgb heat the Central new furnaces were installed at a cost of

350,

CHAPTER X.
Some Heavy Annual Expenditures.

At the closo of 1800 M'ss M. P, Barbour resigned and wos
succecded by Mr. P. Harding. M'ss Thompson was granted leave of
abscnce to attend the Normal and Miss M. Gillies was appointed to
the vacancy during her absence, All the other teachers were re-
engaged. For the fol'owing years 1000 and 1901 Mr. A. II. Lofft
occupled the chair at the trustee board,

The amount levied on the town for publiec school pnrposes in
1800 was $4100, The leg's'ative grant, inelnding grant for inspection
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was $416. The receipts from the attached portion, Including the
legislative grant were $150.55. Of the expenditure, $464.92 was ex-
pended for fuel, $100 for rent, and $811.50 for repairs. The average
attendance for March was 377 and the enrollment 457, For Septa,
the numbers were 400 and 446 respectively.

Empire Day in 1000 was made an occasion of considerable dis-
play. The chiidren assembled at the Central school and marched to
the Town Hall where patriociec addresses were dellvercd and songs
and recitations contributed by the pupils,

A schedule of salaries ranging from $225 to $325 according to
qualifications and length of experience, was adopted by the board
for the assistant teachers,

An effort was made to minimize the evils of the examination
system, the teachers Weing ordered to give a tesl every Monday
morning and to record the results for consultation at the close of
the term.

The trustee board for 1901 consisted of Mr. A. H. Loflft, cha'r-
man ; and Messrs. T. D. 8tanley, Wm, Webster, W. W. Haines, John
Howard, and Joseph Longthorne.The teaching staff continued un.
changed except that Miss Gillies supplied during M'ss Box's absence
at Normal. Miss Thompson resigned, however, about the middle of
March and Miss C. Waring was engaged to succeed her, At mid-
summer Mr. P. Harding res'gned and Miss Gillles and  Miss Box
were added to the permanent staff, In the autumn all were re-en.
gaged for 1902,

In Marc¢h 1001 compulsory vaccination was ordered and thor-
oughly enforced by the board on the recommendation of the board
of health,

On June 21st 1001 Trustee William Webster res'gned and In the
election following Mr, D. Maxwe!l was returned in h's plaee. The
board as thus constiluted continued unchanged during 1902, Mr.
T, D, 8tanley succecded to the chair in 1902 and remained in that
position until the cicse of 1904,

One of the first acts of the trustees in 1902 was to pass a
resolution of sympathy with the relatives of their deceased treas-
urer, M% E. Long, who for fifty years or more had served in that
capacity. His daughter, M'ss E. Long, who for some years had act-
ed as his assistant, was appointed to the vacancy on Feb. Gth and
still continues to acceptably i1 that office.

According to the auditors’ repoert for 1901 the town received a
government grant, including the inspector’s allowance, of $424, and
raised by direct levy $3,800. From the Township of Blanshard for
the attached portion $107.60 was received, Of the expenditure fuel
totalled $338.43; rent $100; repairs and supplies $280.42. A new
schedule of salaries was drawn up by which holders of model
school certificates received from $225 to $275 a year and normal
graduates from $312 to §348,

The school board for 1903 was composed of Mr. T. D. 8tanley,
chairman; and Messrs. A. H. Lofft, D. Maxwell, J. G. Longthorne,
. B. Gill, and T. B. Dennett. Dr. €. F. 8mith was appointed rep-
resentative on the collegiate institute board.

In the summer of 1903 the Dormer property adjoining the Cen.
tral school grounds was, after some ncgotiation, purchased for
$2500. The grounds purchased were added to the Central school
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playgrounds and the house, by removing the partitions and celling,
was converted into a schoolroom. This additional room was opened
after the holidays, thus requiring an additional teacher.

The former practice of engaging teachers at Christmas was in
1903 changed and all teachers’ ebgagements were mad: (o terminate
at widsummer. This year M.ss B, Irvine retired and Miss A, Wilson
whe had “been a faithful and efficient teacher was granted a year's
leave of absence on account of ill-health, Miss Wilson did not, how-
ever, avail herself of the privilege of returning at the expiration
of that period. To fill the vacancies and supply the new room, Miss
0. Sparling, Miss F. Webster, and Mrs. Atkinson were engaged.

In 1004 the town was sub-divided into four wards instead of
three as formerly and Messrs. John Ready and R. Treacy became
representatives of the newly constituted East Ward. In the South
Ward Mr. Maxwell retired and was succeeded by Dr. Hotham, who
retired in May and Mr. W. W. Haines was returned in his place,

There were 443 names in the registers in January 1904 with
an average attendance of 843. In April the numbers were 472 and
418, In 1903 according to the auditors’ report the town raised by levy
$4500, and received a government grant, including grant for inspee-
tion, of $418.50, From the attached portion a total of $194.85 was
obtained, Fuel in that year cost $533.87; rent $100, and supplies
and repairs totalled $789.16, In July the schedule of salaries was
again re-adjusted. Ho!ders of model certificates received from $250
to $300, and Normal graduates from $324 to $432. Mr. Spence was
re-engaged at a salary of $000, The assistants this year were;
Mieses L. F. Ingersoll, ¥. Websier, & G. Box, M. Roberts, O. Spar-
ling, L. Huston, E. G. Mitchell, Mrs, Atkinson, and Mrs. Southcombe.
The inspector in his report complained that some of the rooms
were poorly heated.

At the close of 1904 Mr. T. D. Stanley, who had been for 16
consecutive years a member, and for five years chairman of the
board, retired. Mr. R. Treacy also withdrew and Messrs. . W, Dil-
lon and T. Gordon were elected to the vaeancies. Mr. T. B Bennett
" was appointed to the chair. On Sept. 20th Mr. Dillon resigned his
seat and was succeeded by Mr. H. H. Stevenson.

In 1904 the town raised by levy 85,000, and received a govern-
ment grant of $418. From the attached portion, including the gov-
ernment grant $195.00 was received. The fuel bill was $660.45; rent
$100.00, repairs §269.84.

CHAPTER XL
The New School Agitation.

On March 2nd, 1905, a committee was appointed to agaln take
up the question of a new school. This committee reported on the
cost of maintenance for the preceding four years, but eventually the
project was, like so many previous efforts, abandoned. On May 25th
1905 Inspector Irwin had the following comment to make regardng
St. Marys Publie schools; “The church school is an old building, w!th
a leaky roof and badly fitted windows, hard to heat, with no ven-
tilation except from windows and very uncomfortable in winter, It
is situated too close to the London branch of the GT.R. and I
am surprised that there has boen no protest against using this as
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a schoolroom for primary pupils.” With regard to the West Ward
school he said; "The ventilation is poor, the approach from one side
is by a steep and dangerous slope. The building Iitself is in a very
good state of repair and will lagt for a hundred years at least,
The grounds are bleak and dreary in winter, and hot and parched
and uninviting In summer and the only ornaments are the two
closets and the old woodshed.” Ag to the Dormer building 1t Is
dismissed with the following terse gentence, “The Dormer building is
merely a temporary makeshift.” The Central came in for a lengthy
comment, in which the dI[ficulty of properly heating the class-
rooms, and also the poor layout were emphasized. And his report
closcs with the following generalizations; “The school bulid ngs cer-
tainly are not buildings in which the citizens of this sold town
take any pride, No one would ever thinking of asking a stranger to
visit them,

“The environment of children exerts a formative influence upon
their plastic minds, In this respeet the children of this town suf-
fer during the hours spent it an around the schools"”

At midsummer 1905 Mrs. Southcombe, Miss 8parling and Miss Hus-
ton resigned and Miss Mitchell was granted one year's leave of
absence on account of illness. To fill the vacancies Miss L, McVan-
nell, Miss E. Hobbs, Miss B. J. Hamilton and Miss C, Waring were en.
gaged, At the close of the ycar Miss Roberts withdrew and was sue-
cecded by Mrs. Neelands, On January 24th Miss McVannell having se-
cured a more advantageous position, resigned and Miss D. J. Cook
was sccurcd to complete her term. At midsummer Miss B, Irvine was
engaged to take this room. All the other teachers were re-engaged,
The salarics of the assistants varied from $325 to $450 and the
principal received $950,

The only change in the membership of the trustee board for
1006 was caused by the retirement of Mr. A, H. Lofft who for
cight years had been the efficlent representative of the North Ward.
Mr. Joseph Patterson suceecd:d lLim.

The auditors’ reported that in 1905 the town raised by levy for
public school purposes $5200, and received a government grant of
$368, From the attached portion  $190.70 was received. There
was spent for fuel $365.; on rent $100, on repairs and supplies
$280.26. The school registers showed an enrollment and an average
attendance, respectively, of 418 and 864 for January 1906; of 427
and 300 for May, and 408 and 363 for Scptember.

The board again took up the question of better school accommoda-
tion and instructed a commitiee to get plans and make enquirics as
to the possibility of cnlarging the present Central school before tak-
ing  up the question  of  building a new school. This com-
mittee after considerable Investigation allowed the proposal to drop,

On Nov. 1st 1906, Miss Hobbs resigned her peosition on the
staff, and closed her  work on Nov. 80th. Her
class was distributed among the other rooms and the
stone church school on Queen street was abandoned, thus bringing
the number of schoolrooms down to nine. At the close of the year
Mr. 8pence asked three months' leave of absence which was granted
and at the expiration of that time the leave was renewed until
midsnmmer. During the first three months Mr, Peter Gowans was
engaged as supply and during the second 3 months Miss K. Rice
B.A. At midsummer all the regular teachers were offered re-en-
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gagement, but Miss Ingersoll, ol request, was granted on¢ ycar's
leave of absence, but did not return to the stafl until the end of
1009, Miss E. G. Mitchell who hud been granted leave of absence in
1005 returned to the stall at midsummer 1907,

The auditors’ report for 1906 showed the ycecipts to be $5,0600
raised by levy, $411 in government grants, and $102.56 from the
attached portion of Blanshard township. The expenditure inciuded
$400 for fuel, nearly $400 for repairs and supplies and  $100 for
rent,

The Trustee Board of 1907 was composed of Messrs. W. W,
Haines, J. G, Longthorne, J. Pattersou, T. B. Bennett, J. Ready,
T, Gordon, W. H. Tovell and Dr. Banley, Mr. J, Ready was appo.nted
to the chair and continued in that pusition duriug 1007 and 190%,

Mr. Spence resumed his work at the beginning of the autumn
term but soon decided to retire from the teaching profossicn, and
on Oect, 1st, 1007, he put in his resignation, which was accepted,
and on Oct. 8th he was relcased from his dunes. The following
day the board met and in a Lst of thirty applications for Lthe
vacant principalship that of Mr, D. G, Anderson of Atwood was ae-
vepted at a salary of $700, and on Oct. 21st, 1907, he began his
work in 8t. Marys and he has proven himsell to b: one of the mos.
efficient principals that has ever occupied that positlon  n 8,
Marys. On Oct, 31st. Mrs. Neclands, having sceured a position in the
Consolidated School at Guelph, was released from  her engagement
and was succecd. d by Mis M. Goydon, On Jan, 7ith, 1008, Miss DBox
vesigned on account of ill-hcalth and Miss L. E. Abbott was secur-
wd to complete her term.

The reccipts from town rates in 1907 were $5,200, from gov-
wriment grants $485, and from the attached pordon $174.70, The
vxpenditures incloded $442.06 10r (uel, $30.00 lor rent, and $726.54
for repairs, supplies and some miscellanceous itews.

O the Trustee Board of 1008, Mr. W, I May replaced Mr,
J. Pauerson as reprosoplative of the North Ward, oo March Sih
the new school quesiion was again raistd, and a4 resolution  was
pussed recoutting the many objctions o coutinuing the presond
Very ullsatislactory arrang m n.s, A commitive was appoiniid Lo re-
port on the lcasibility and probable cust of a new schoul building,
Inspector Irwin in hs report of Aprid 14ch 1VUS, again emphas-
ized his disapproval of the cond tions prevaiing, as may be scon
from the followigg extract; “The school accommodations here are
very inferior, indeed, and not at all in Keeping with the standing
and importance of the town. In many of the rooms the ventiia-
tion is bad, the scattered schools render it difficult for the prn-
cipal to exercise proper supervision over the various departmion.s,
The time has surcly arrived for the Loard (o proceed with the
erecting of a commodions C. ntral school.” Again in his report of
Nov. 16th, 1908, he said, “The heating and ventilation in the differ-
ent rooms are very unsatisfactory. Either a new Central school will
have to be erected or extengive and expensive improvem ms made
in the old building.”

In the summer of 1908, the Lock-up building was sold and sub-
sequently torn down. This building, built originally as a town hal,
fire hall and police station, had been us d for school purpos:s, ex-
copting for comparatively short nteérvals, ever since its crection n
1855, To accommodate the puplls who attended there the ston: s hool
on Queen street was again secpred and utilized as a classroom,
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after having been abandoned a year and a half previously.

The town raised by lovy in 1008, for school purposes $5,000; from
government granis $550 was reecived, and $170 from the attached
portion of the Township of Blanshard. $471.25 was spent for fuel,
$33.24 for rent and §502.00 for pepairs, supplies and miscellancous
expenditures. There was no change in the membership of the trustee
board for 1909, and Dr. J. Il 8ianley was appointed chairman,

On June 28th 1000 the ratepayers were asked to vote on a
by-law to raise $40,000 to construct a rew school, The by-law was
defeated and in order to relicve the overcrowding tho board with
considerable difficulty sccured a room in the rear of the Willard
block on Wellington strect and it was converted into a schoolroom.
In spite of its unfavorable situation and lack of playgrounds the
board find it necessary to continu® its use. This room was opencd
Nov. 28th, 1009, with Miss L. Ingersoll in charge.

In 1009, after repeated recommendations by the inspeetor, a
cours® of art and construction work was introduced into the schools
with very favorable risulis. The auditors' report for 1909 showed
receipts of $5,000 from the school levy, $494.75, including $15.00
for inspection, from legidative grants, and $155.80 from the attach-
ed portion, The disburs ments included $447.36 for fuel, $100 for rent,
$531.25 for repairs and miscellaneous expenditure, and $200 spent
in re-seating the principal’s room, It will be noted that since 1906
owing to a change in the law no legislative grant has been receiv
ed for the attached portion of the Township of Blanshard. The total
enrollment in the various rooms in March 1009 was 442, with an
average attendance of 370, and for April the figures were 445 and
380,

CHAPTER XII.
Present Conditions.

The following is the tcaching staff for the current school year
of 1900-10, Mr, D. G. Andeypson, principal at a salary of $000; Misses
1. Webster, and L. I, Ingersoll at $475; Miss E. G. Mitchell and Mrs
Atkingon at $450; Misses B. J. Hamilton, M. Gordon, C. Waring and
B. Irvine at $125 and Miss M. McCamus at $400. On Jan. 1st, 1910
Mr. I E. Hlingworth, A.R.C,0. brgan the teaching of vocal music in
the schools, thus ecarrying out a recommendation that suceessive
mspectors had been urging for over 20 years. Mr. Illingworth's sal-
ary is $250 a year, and cach room receives one lesson per week.

The present board of public school trustees is compos: d of Dr,
J. R. €tanley, chairman; and M.ssrs. W. H. May, J. Ready, T. I,
Bennett, W. W. Haines, T. Gordon, W, H. Tovell and R. J, Teskey.
Mr. A. Carman is secretary, and Miss M. E. Long, treasurer. Messrs.,
I. F. Lancaster and R. & Graham are auditors. Mrs. Smith is
caretaker in the West Ward schools and Mr. D. Ross has all the
others under his charge. Mr. William Irwin, B.A, is inspector and is
also one of the inspectors for the County of Perth,

Of the various school buildings a little might be sald, The Cen.
tral is a substantial stone, two.storey building, without a base-
ment excepting a little excavation done with difficulty in order to
make room for two hot air furnaces. The school is badly laid out
the rooms being of very inconvenient shapes. The light is supplcd by
windows for the most part on three sides of the rooms, and con.
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sequently annoying and injurious cross lights are the rule. The ven-
tilation is provided by a variation of the Smead-Dowd system and
like all gravity systems 8 of very unequal efficicncy. The ce'l ngs
are of a most unusual height and so add to the difficulties of heat-
ing and ventilation. There are no playrooms, teachers private
rooms, nor cloak rooms and in this, as in all the other buildings,
the sanitary conveniences are without the building and are of the
most crude character, Outside, the building is bare and uninviting
and in need of extensive repairs. The grounds at the Central are fair-
Jy commodious or will be when properly levelled, but the old Dormer
building, standing as it does in the middle of the grounds, seriously
encroaches on the play space.

The Dormer building just spoken of is a single room, built of
stone with a ceiling about 20 feet in height and heated by a stove.
It was only intended as a makeshift and can never be anything
else, There are, of course, no playrooms or cloak rooms and a little
frame addition at the rear serves as a porch to its only door and
also as a coalshed,

The West Ward building is also of stone and containsg three
rooms, which like those at the Central, are lighted Irom three sides
and present the same objectionable features. The ceilings are of an
unnecessary height and the rooms consequently difficult to heat,
Owing to the difficulties of excavating, furnaces have never le n
placed in this school and stoves still serve to uneqnal'y and inade-
quately heat the different rooms. Ventilation is almost entircly de.
pendent on the opening of windows with its attendant annoyaners
and dangers. Outside the bu'lding is plain  and without ornament,
The grounds are exposed to co'd winds in winter and are dry and
parched in summer and owing to their hilly nature the playing of
field games is impossible,

The stone school at the corner of Queen and Jamos strects is a
single room building bu'lt in 1845 and abandoned as unsuitable for
school purposes on at leas! two ocecasions, but, owing to the 1 °-
ficulty in securing accommedat on, still ofnecessity us d as a school
room. It is long and narrow, w'th high church-like ceiling, light a
from both sides and so difficu’'t to heat that in cold weather two
stoves are employed. There are practically no playgrounds and more
over it is situated at the corner of two busy streets and guite close
to the railway depot.

The Willard buildng s a comfortable room, of inconvenient shape
situated in the rear of a Wellington street block and approached
by a narrow alley. There are only a few square feet of playgrourd
and no grass, At best it is a erude makeshift. It, like the stone
church school, is a rented bn'ldirg.

A glance at the amoun's sp-nt yearly for fuel, repairs and rent
should be sufficient to impress anyone with the waste of the present
system. For seven years fuel has averaged over $500 per year, and
is yearly ‘increasing. Rental ineluding tax remission totals at least
$250, while repairs that would b largely avoided in good build'ngs
have for the past ten years averaged $425 per year. Varions oth-
er items of expense that could be saved might be enumerated,

One of the pleasing features of the deVelopment of the towns
springing up throughout the Canadian West is the provis'on madi
for the education of the children, Churches wait, pavements wait,
other civic Improvements wa't until schools are well provid.d for,
Moreover the schools they bni'd are commodjons, exp nsive, and thor-
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oughly up-to-date, Calgary though a young city has already provid d
€ight or ten large stone schools of a thoroughly modern charact-
or, and the expensive churches, pavements and other improvem n. s
are following., This would appear to be the proper ordir of pro-
cedure but in 8. Marys the churches are models, of excellene y the
town hall is a very ercditable eivie building, the stores aro excell-
ent, sidewalks are coming, macadamized roads prevail  on many
streets while the schools are scaltered, disjointed, ont-of-date s'prus-
tures that have served their day and generation and should now
be suceceeded by a modern structure somewhat in keeping with the
character of the other publio huildings. Taken altogether it is not
creditable to a town of the wealth and importance of St. Marys
that their schools are of such an ynsujtable charaeter. Sucepssi e
inspectors have complainid in no unmistakable language that the
school buildings are quite out-of-date and that the numerous Ward
rooms render efficiency imposs ble, Speecssive principals  for forty
years have spoken of the difficulties of supervision and of the in-
Jurious effeets on teachers and pupils of poor heating and bad ven-
tilation. Bnccessive boards have from time to time for many yecars
recognized the evils and sought remedies. The great obstacle that
has always paralyzed their efforts has been the sectionalism dis-
played by the various Wards preventing a united effort to secure
a commodious modern building ‘n place of the present seattered, in-
efficient Ward rooms with their erude and primitive equipment.

Still on It ereeps,
Each little moment at another's heels,
Till hours, days, years, and ages are made up
Of such small parts as the and men look back
Worn and bewilder-d, wondering how It is,
Thou trav'llest like a ship in the wide ocean,
Which hath no bounding shore to mark its progress

Mr. Donis, father of ex-Warden Bonis, taught in the little stone
school on Queen 8t. in the years 1854 and 1855, and leaving before
the close of the year a Mr. Wright completed his term. Iis sis-
ter, Miss Bonis, taught in the Central school on its opening day,
March 1st, 1838,




