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MONDAY, February 17, 1783.'

f'T'' H E Houfc was more crouded with members 
JL and Grangers, than it has been known for 

many years. There were upwards of four hundred 
and fifty members in the houfc at one time. About 
four o'clock the order of the day was called for ; 
and the clerk at the table read the Articles of Peace 
with France and Spain j and the Provifional Arti­
cles with America.

Mr. Tbomat Pitt then rofe to move the addrefs ; 
he began with faying he felt mixed fentiments of 
regret and fatisfattion : that whilft he congratulated 
the houfc and the country upon feeing the pro- 
ardkon towards certain ruin flopped, and a period 
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put to fuch a complication of evils as had fear ce 
ever combined together, — he could not without 
pain refieét that in the courfe of fo few years, 
all our'beaded empire upon the continent of North 
America was reduced to little more than the ac­
knowledged pofieflion of France at the outfet of 
the lad war. That a peace was always unpopular, 
— if the war was profperous, the hopes were difap- 
pointejl, —- if difaftrous, the concédions were humi­
liating,— that if he had anything to build upon 
popularity, or if prudence was his chtraCter, he 
Ihould content himfelf with a fifast vote upon the 
occafion, ^rather than draw upon himfelf clamour 
from without doors, and the attack of party fpirit 
within. That, however, popular prejudice gave 
way to time, and truth fooncr or later carried con­
viction with it. That as to Minifters and the can­
didates for Minifiry, he looked upon them as dea­
lers in the fame merchadize, that they diferedited 
each others wares to recommend their own, and 
to draw cuftomcrs to them. That thinking men 
admired their ingenuity, but reduced their argu­
ments to their juft value.

That the queftion before the houfe was Amply this, 
whether fucb a peace was better than Jucb a war. — 
He then proceeded to (hew the neceflity.of peace 
from the ftate of the country. He proved by pa­
pers upon the table, that the intereft of the public 
debt, was increafed from lefs than four millions and

a half
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a halt at the beginning of Lord North’s war, to 
near nine millions and a half at prefent. — That this 
fix years war had cod us therefore confiderably 
more than all the fuccefl'es of the Duke of Marl­
borough and Lord Chatham, and all thc^wars put 
together from the time of the revolution for near a 
century. — That it had entailed a permanent burthen 
upon the land of England in her reduced date, of 
ten (hillings in the pound additional land-tax; that 
our expence in peace would be from fourteen to 
fifteen millions per annum, with an income erf 
eleven millions : that he remembered the clofe of the 
laft war, and how neceflary peace was then thought 
by fome of the wifeft authorities. What would 
they now fay were they to give their opinions upon the 
prefent queftion. The price now paid by us for our 
preace to France and Spain, was the facrifice of one 
fmall iftand in the Weft-Indies, two Floridas, the 
iftand of Minorca difmantled, therefore ufelcfs to us, 
and fome immaterial advantages in their fifhery and 
in thei$ feulements in the Fait Indies. — Price paid 
by France at the laft peace, Dominica, Grenada, the 
Grenadines, Tobago, St. Vincents, all her poflef- 
fions in Canada and North America, humiliating 
reftraints upon her fifliery, — in Europe, Minorca, — 
in Africa, Senegal, — in India (he confented that her 
feulements in Bengal (hould be defencelefs, and con­
tented herfdf with the trade after abandoning all her
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projets of dominion ; and Spain yielded up the two 
Floridas. '

That as to America their independence was no con- 
ceflion, finer you could not deprive them of it. That 
the extent of their boundary was no difadvantage to 
you, but was well chofe to prevent all future conterts i 
by lakes and rivers, common to both countries -, 
that Canada left us more territory than he hoped 
would ever be fettled from this country. That 
the interefl: of the fincerc Loyalifts were as dear 
to him as to any man, but that he could never think 
it would have been promoted by carrying on that 
unfortunate war which Parliament had in faft fuf- 
pended before the beginning of the treaty. That it 
was impoflible after the part Congrefs was pledged 
to take in it, to conceive that their recommendation 
would not have its proper influence on the diflfei3^^ 
legiQatures— that he did not himfeff fee what more 
could have been done on their behalf, except by re- . 
ne wing the war for their fakes, and increafing ours 
and their calamities. That thofe who had c#nflantly 
been holding out to us the profperities of this country, 
her inexhauftible refources —ttie fubjugation of Ame­
rica and all the golden dreams with which we were fo 
long deluded, would he doubted not, condemn this 
peace as ignominious, or any other, by which we did 
not give the law to the belligerent powers * that they 
talked and aéted as foolilh gamefters, whofe partions

2 bind
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l?ind them more ftrongly to perfétere the more their 
Ioffes galled them — that wife men would think you 
could not too foon rife up from a Ictfing game, and 
that all he fhould anfwer to fuch arguments was, to ■* 
rejoice that fuch a fpirit of infatuation did no longer 
guide our councils. That if others who felt as he 
did the neceffity of peace, and had knocked at every 
door to fue for it, agregng with him on the premifes, 
rejeâed the ccnclufion, it would remain for them to 
prove that there was fomc difference fo effential in 
our favour between the prefent terms and what they 
would have adopted, as to compenfate the expence of 
another year’s war—in which cafe hedid not doubt the 
king of France would yield inftantly to thole condi­
tions, upon paying the iixtedn or twenty millions, 
fuch a delay would incur to Great Britain. He then 
adverted to the neceffity of changing our plan of 
commercial regulations, and concluded with expreffing 
his hearty tha.nks to the miniflers for having brought 
us out of our difficulties -under every poffible dif- 
couragement, which nothing but their courage and 
firmnefs could have got the better of. That he might 
poffibly differ with then^ in their future meafures, but 
he fhould always feel pain in fo doing, from the re­
collection of the very important fcrvicc they now did 
their country.

He then moved “ That an humble Addrefs be 
** prefented to his Majcfty, to return his Majefty 
w the Thanks of this Houfc for hishgracious con-

defeenfion
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defcenfion in ordering to be laid before us the Pre- 
“ liminary and Provifional Articles of the different 
“ Treaties which his Majefty hath concluded, and 
44 to afl'ure his Majefty, that we haveconfidcred them 
11 with that attention which fo important a fubjett re- 
“ quires. To exprefs in the moft dutiful manner to 
11 his Majefty our fatisfaâion, that his Majefty has, 
“ in conference of the powers entrufted to him, 
« laid the foundation, by the Provifional Articles, 
44 with the States of North America, for a Treaty of 
4t Peace, which we truft will enfure perfect recon- 
44 ciliation and friendfhip between both countries. 
«* That in this confidence we prefume to exprefs to 
41 his Majefty our juft expectation that the feveral 
44 States of North America will carry into effec- 
44 tual and farisfaCtory execution thofe meafures, 
44 which the Congrefs is fo folcmnly bound by the 
“ Treaty to recommend, in favour of fuch perfons 
“ as have fufifered for the part which they have taken 
“ in the war; and that we lhall confider this cir- 
“ cumftance as the fureft indication of returning 
“friendfhip. And to acknowledge to his Majefty 
41 our due fenfe of that wife and paternal regard for 
“ the happinefs of his fubjeCts, which induced his 
44 Majefty to relieve them from a burthenfome and ex- ‘ 
44 penfive war, by the Preliminary Articles of Peace 
44 concluded between his Majefty and the Moft 
44 Chriftian and Catholick Kings. To afture' his 
44 Majefty, that we fhall encourage and p:omote

every
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*' every exertion of his fubjerts of Great Britain and 
“ Ireland, in the cultivation and improvement of 
“ thole refourccs which mud tend to the certain 
“ augmentation of our public ftrength, and that, 
“ with thefe views, vyp (liall mod diligently turn 
“ our attention to a revifion of all our commercial 
“ laws, and endeavour to frame them upon fuch 
“ liberal principles as may belt extend our trade and 
“ navigation, and proportionably encreafë his Ma- 
“ jelly’s naval power, which can alone encreafe the 
“ profperity of his dominions.”

Mr. Wilbtrforce feconded the motion ; he in­
veighed againft the chimerical ideas, which had 
been ^entertained, at the beginning of the war 
but which never could have been realifed, as the 
confequence and event had demonftrated. The 
immenfe fums which the nation had already Ja- 
vilhcd to no purpofe, had nearly exhaufted our 
refourccs ; ,and the date of thefe refourccs, to­
gether with the little lucccfs, which from what 
had pafled, we had any rcafon to expert in fu­
ture, ought to deter us from every hoftile idea, 
and induce us to receive with thankfulnefs a 
peace, which in our prefent circumftanccs, was 
the only means of our political faivation. He 
alked, if notwithftanding our fuccefles in the iatt 
campaign, we had a right to expert to be able to 
art otherwife than on the defen G ve ; and if that 
was the cafe, he maintained that luch a war would

be
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be our ruin. He then defcanted on the treates 
with France and Spain, and endeavoured, as Mr. 
Pitt had done, to fhew that the peace was not as 
difadvantageous to us, as from our melancholy 
fituation, we had reafon to have apprehended. 
He then touched upon the Provifional Treaty with 
America, and dwelt with fome emotion on that 
part of it which related to the Loyalifts ; it was 
there he felt for his country j it was there he faw 
her humiliated ; it was there he faw her at the feet 
of America: But Bill what could minifters do? 
Were they to renew the horrors of war, and plunge 
their country once more into expences which lhe 
never could be able to bear ? He was of opinion 
they ought not ; becaufr, the end, in his opinion, 
even if it fhould be attained, bore no proportion to 
the means, and the means were as little propor­
tioned to the end ; for as the ftrength of this 
country, in the moment of its greateft exertion, was 
not fufficient to reduce the Americans by force, fo 
they could not now make better terms for the 
Loyalifts than they had done -, for determined as the 
Americans were, previous to the Treaty, to treat 
the Loyalifts as traitors and rebels to their country, 
fo nothing but fuch a force as we had not been 
once poflefled of from the beginning of the war, 
could beet the Americans out of this determina­
tion. He concluded by exprefling his hearty ap­

probation
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probation of the peace, and confequently of the 
motion that he rofc to fécond.

Lord John CavendiJJ) rofe next : he fa id that in
great part of what had been advanced by*”the ho­
nourable member who made the motion, he per- 
feétly agreed with him, but differed in fome point! 
mod effentially. That honourable member, he con­
tended, had not fairly (fated the queffion that na­
turally occurred upon the peace : The honou
member faid, that the queffion was, uhether fuch 
a peace as we had now got was preferable to the 
renewal of the war: if this was really the ffate of 
the queffion, he verily believed there could not be 
two opinions in the Houfe j for no man could with 
for a revival of the war ; but he took the queffion 
to be more truly this, u Whether a better peace 
than this could poflibly have been obtained in our 
prefent fituation of affairs?** To this queffion he 
was not yet prepared to give an anfwcr;* it was of 
great'extent, and required very ferious confidera- 
tipn ; and here a very natural objection occurred to 
every man ; the addrefs moved for by the honour­
able gentleman ftayd, that the Houle had ferioufy 
confidercd the preliminaries ; now he muff fay that 
this affcrtion was not founded in fat1 ; for the 
Houfe had not confidercd the preliminaries, much 
lefs had members confidered them feriouffy. It was
poffible that the prefent peace might be the beft
that could, have been obtained ; but this was what

C



N
♦

7
(io )

t!)e Houle knew nothing o( as yet ; it had not yet 
begun an enquiry into that point ; nay, the bufinefs 

was not concluded > for if the treaty of Holland was
to be confidered as a part of the general pacifica­
tion, the whole work was as yet incomplete ; and
therefore the Houle vvould aét wifely by deferring 
to give ar.y opinion till the whole ihould be com- 
pleatcd and before them. As to the refources of the 
country for carrying on. a war, he would fay nothing 
of them : He was not acquainted with them, but 
it:H, let them be what they might, fit was ready to 
go lb far in the addrefs as to pledge tl* Houfe to 
abide by the peace, li&ch as it was, and tonfequently, 
to renounce all idea of reviewing the war : But he 
who had found fault-Wiff the peace of 1762, becaufe 
lie thought too much eagernefs had been ihewn on 
our part in negotiating it, the reafon of wKTN^was 
that the minifter of that day found it neceiïary, for 
his own interelt, that peace fhould fpeedily be made, 
he, of courfe, could not precipitately and without 
confidcration approve the peace of 1783. He con­
cluded by moving, i*. amendment, that inftead of 
the words “ bave combkffd,” ihould be inferred 
the words “ will confider /‘arid then moving that 
all the reft of the original addrefs ihould be leit out, 
he propofed the following words :

“ His faithful Commons will proceed to confider 
“ the fame with that ferious and full attention which 
“ a fubjedt of fuch importance to the prefect and

' “ future
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“ future interefis of his Majefiy’s dominions dc- 
" ferve. That in the mean tnpe they entertain the 
“ fulleft confidence in his Majcfty’s paternal care, 
“ that he will concert with his parliament fuch 
“ meafures as may be expedient for extending the 
“ commerce of his Majcfty’s fubjecls. *

“ That whatever may be the ientiments of his 
“ faithful Commons on the refolution of this in- 

veftigation of the terms pacification, they beg 
u leave to allure his Majefty of their firm and un- 

'** alterable refolution, to adhere inviolably to the 
“ feveral articles for which the public faith is 
“ pledged, and to maintain the blefiings of peace, 
“ fo necefiary to his Majcfty’s lubjetfts, and the 
“ general happinefs of mankind.”

Mr. St. John made a fiiort fpecch in fupport of the 
amendment. He faid that the ruin of the nation from 
the exccfs of debts, and the increafe of raxes, was the 
ground upon which the objc&ions to wars in general 
were built, by all former advocates for peace ; and as 
they were miftaken in their prognoftications, when the 
debt of the nation did not amount to twenty millions, 
fo it was poflible the advocates for the prefent peace 
might be equally miftaken. It had been aflerted, 
that we were to have, continued merely on the 
defenfive ; but to this opinfon he would by no means 
fubferibe ; for the relitef of Gibraltar, ,by ■ Lord 
Howe, in the face of a fuperior fore-’, fhewed that 
we were fccure from any attack at home > and the

C 2 . gloriutii
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glorious viftory of Lord Rodney in the Weft Indies, 
and the conLqurnces that it produced, demon- 
ftrattd that we were able to aft offenfivcly in that 
part of the world.

Lord North declared, that during the thirty years 
he had ferved his country in that Iloufe, he hid ne­
ver felt more concern than he felt at that moment : 
it was his firm intention not to have delivered any 
opinion on the peace ; and his friends knew perfectly 
well, that it had been all along his earned with not to 
be obliged to deliver his fentimentson a peace which 
at bottom it was out of his power to approve. Though 
no minifter himfelf, no, nor a candidate to be one, 
but being ? man who was once a minifter, he felt fo 
much for perfons in that fituatipn, that he would 
have mod lincerely widied the gentlemen who have 
at prefent the direftkm of his Majedy's affairs, had 
permitted him to keep his tefolution not to throw 
any embaraffments in their way -, but as they had 
thought proper to call upon him, not to accede to a 
treaty which was already concluded, not to give his 
filent affent to a treaty that was already ratified, but 
to exprefs his approbation of a mcafure which was 
difapproved, not only by him, but zlfo, if he was 
well informed, by forn.e of his Majedy’s Cabinet 
Council, who had been aftually engaged in conclu­
ding the négociation of the peace, and who confe--
quently were r.-.uch better informed than he could lv
poffibly be, as to the queltion, “ Whether a better

peace
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peace might have been made or not ?” lie confefled 
that he was difappointed at the conduct of Minifters 
this day : he thought that it would have been fuffi- 
dent for them that their peace (hould not have been 
oppofed ; and therefore he mult fay, that it was too ** 
much to call upon gentlemen to approve of it\,
He expedted, on the contrary, that they would have 
imitated the wife example fet them by the able, ho­
ned, anti upright minifter, who had concluded the 
treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle j the war which was ter­
minated by that treaty, might have been called an 
unfortunate war; but (till that honed minider, wrap­
ped up in his own probity and integrity, and looking 
down equally upon incenfe and upon cenfure, con­
tented himfclf with laying the tfeaty before the 
Hou\e; but without ever thinking of moving cither 
by himfelf or kis friend, for a vote of approbation of 

that peace. “ I have laid the articles before you,” 
faid he, “ canvafsthem, twid them, weigh them ; do 
“ what you pleafe with them; if they are attacked,
“ it is my bufinefs to defend them ; but I have no- 
“ thing to move upon them myfclf.” Such did he 
expeift would have been the conduct of Minifters 
this day ; and his difappointment gave him the more 
concern, as they had by their manner of proceeding, 
forced him either to approve a peace, which he con­
demned ; or to put on the appearance of a man 
who wiftied to diftrefs Minifters, than which nothing 
was more foreign from his intention or defire. —

Com- **
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Compelled, therefore, as he was, to give his lea- 
funs, why he could not approve of the peace, he 
would Hate them as briefly as he could. In the 
Welt, lie underflood St. Lucia had always been 
looked upon as a counterbalance to Dominique, 
Saint Vincent's, the Grenadines, and the other ceded 
iflands ; he was therefore convinced, that nothing • 
could have induced the French to treat with us on 
the principle of uti pojfidetis, becaufc while St. Lu­
cia remained in our hands, together with fuch other 
iflands as we arc this moment poflefled of, we un- 
queftionably held the balance of power in the Wefl- 
Indies; and therefore it would hare been unlafe for 
tin French to make peace, without recovering that 
ifland from us-, the confequencc was, that we mull, 
or rather ought to have been, qua ad hoc mailers of 
the terms of the peace: But inflead of this, the 
French lb far diiflate to us, that we abfolutely lofe 
the advantage that ought to have arifen from the 
pofTtrflmn of that valuable illand. The honourable 
member who had moved the addrefs had faid, that 
with rcfpc.fl to the right of the French to fifh 
on the coafl of Newfoundland, they had always en­
joyed ir, and that on the prefent occafion, the loca- 
city only of the ettrreife of that right lnd been 
changed : Rut lu re! y in this point, if the honourable 
member had told the truth, lie had not furely told 
the ivhde truth ; for the difference between the ex­
tent of coafl on which the French had enjoyed the

i ight
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right of fithing formerly, and that ori which they 
were to cujoy it in future, bore jult the proportion 
of jeven to 190 miles ; for formerly they could dry 
their fifh along a part of the coart; no more than /even 
viiks in length ; but now, by the change of locaciry 
only, as it was faid, they could dry their fifh on a 
coalt no lefs than cue hundred and ninety miles in ex­
tent. The reftoration of Grenada and St. Kill’s 
might be thought fo valuable as to induce Minirters 
to rertore St. Pierre and Miquelon to France : but 
how was that rertoration to take place ? By former 
treaties thefe two poflertions were to remain naked 
and defencclefs, without fort, without fortification j 
the confequence was, that the Newfoundland filhery 
was a check upon the French, which might prevent 
them from going to war with us, as the very firft 
confequence to France after a rupture would be the 
lofs of her Newfoundland filhery, and of Miquelon 
and Sr. Pierre. But now, that thefe two places were 
to be rertored, and France freed from the obligation 
of not fortifying them, a very great difference indeed 
would enfue to this country : for formerly, at the 
firft dawn of a war, thefe two places lay at our mer­
cy, and the French fifhery never failed to be dettroy- 
ed ; but now, as they were to be permitted to fortify 
Miquelon and St Pierre, we fha.l no longer have 
that check upon the French f<;r the prefervation of 
the peace which foi mtrly we enjoyed : and hence it was 
fair for him to fay, that we had made concertions

w liich
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which would deprive us of the principal check wc 
had upon the French for going to war with us, as 
the dcfencelefs date of Miquelon and St. Pierre left 
them and their whole Newfoundland trade at our 
mercy i but now, thefe places being fortified, their 
fifhermen would find an afylum and proteiftion un­
known to them in former wars. From this point, 
therefore, he would argue, that there was not a place 
reftofed to us for which wc had not given value; — 
thus St. Lucia for three iflands he had already men­
tioned ; Miquelon and St. Pierre, with the right of 
fortifying them, together with an extent of coaft for 
fifhing of 190 miles, inftead of feven miles, might be 
thought an equivalent for Grenada and St. Kite’s ; 
as Gorec and Senegal were for what was left us on 
the coalt of Africa: thus it was that the French got 
value for value for every thing they furrendered in 
the Weft Indies, and were able to keep Tobago into 
the bargain. With refpeét to India, he muftin con­
fidence* fay, that wc had made ftill greater concertions 
in that quarter ; for we had reftored to the French 
the whole trade they formerly enjoyed there, as far 
as Cape Comorin, together with the right of railing 
fortifications. Here he was in particular called upon 
to refufe his approbation to the peace, till he Ihould 
know that we were actually at peace with France in 
that part of the world, or not. By the XVlth arti­
cle of the treaty with France it was ftipulatcd, that 
" In cafe France has allies in India, they lhall be

41 invited1
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“ invited, as well as thofc of Great Britain, td accede 
“ to the prefcnt pacification} and for that purpdfc, 
“ a term of four months, to be computed from the 
“ day on which the propofal (hall be made to them, 
“ Ihall be allowed them to make their decifions ; 
“ and in cafe of refufal on their part, their Britannic 
“ and Moft Chriftian Majeflies agree not to give 
“ them any affiftance, direâly or indiredly, againft 
“• the Britilh or French pofl'eflions, or againft the an- 
“ cient pofl'effions of their refpedtive allies ; and 
“ their faid Majefties Ihall offer them "their good
“ offices towards a mutual accommodation."----- •-
Now in order that this article ffiould be mutual and 
reciprocal, iMought to be left indefinite! the par­
ties to whom it alludes are not upon an equal foot­
ing : in the firft place, the Nabob of Arcot, our ally' 
beingpoflefied of lèverai territtries, of which he had 
become matter at,different times, as the Poligars, for 
inllancc, it-was not an eafy matter to determine whe­
ther tbofe, or wh^: part of his dominions, >vere his 
ancient pejfqffions f With refpett to the recommenda­
tion to them, or invitation to accede to the prefen 
pacification, he w^s at fome lofs on that head, With 
refpedt to the Nabob of Arcot, our ally, he had not 
a doubt but be would moft readily accede to the pa­
cification.: but be would not fay as much for Hyder 
Ally, the ally of France -, for being already poffeÜèd 
of Arcot, as long as he refrained from attacking 
what cnay be called the ancient poffeffions ot the Na-

D bob,
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bob, the terms of the treaty to which that Prince 
fhould be invited to accede, would leave him at full 
liberty to ft rip the Nabob of Arcot of the greateft: 
part of hv dominions: to this he mu!t add, that, 
contrary to the terms of the treaty of Paris of 1762, 
the feulements which were to be reftored to the 
French, were to be fortified if they pleafed. There­
fore as çfieir trade in that part of the world was to lie 
reftored to its former date and feulement ; and as the 
pofieflions which were to be reftored to them, were 
to be fortified at their pleafure, fo he mu ft fay that 
in India, the advantages of the peace were on the 
fide of France.

The'next thing he would ednfider; was the treaty 
with America : unfuccefsful as we had been in the 
war with that country, he was certainly prepared for 
concédions and facrifices ; but he was free to fay, 
that the concédions which were made, had furpafTed 
thofc which he had ever had in contemplation in the 
mod calamitous date of our affairs : he did imagine 
indeed; that among the cotidedibhs whièh this coun­
try would be obliged td'mike to America, would 
be that of the dependence of the latter upon the for­
mer ; but he had never dreamed of thofe concédions, 
which were now to be made ? The honourable 
gentlemen had faid, that mutual reciprocity was to be 
the bafis of the treatythis’ might podibly be the 
cafe i but if it was, the reciprocity was certainly all on 
one fide : if boundaries were to be fixed, which

fhould
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fhould not be liable to mifinterpretation and difpute, 
there were boundaries eitablifhed both by nature and 
ad of Parliament ; why had'not they been adopted 
in the prefent treaty ? If a boundary was to be given 

, to America, where had been the nccefiity that twenty- 
four nations of Indians fhould be ceded to the Ame­
ricans ? The Ohio was the nitbt;al boundary : but 
reciprocity was to be the foundation of the treaty, and 
hence probably it was, that forts ally were to be ceded 
to the enemy ; and among the reft, a fort within 
twenty-five miles of Montreal : this, no doubt, was 
founded in reciprocity ; other forts were alfo ceded to 
the new republic, one of which was fo itrong, and 
built at au extraordinary expence, that it could with- 
ftand the liege of a regular army. The Britilh can­
non was not to be removed from America, and the 
American cannon was to be left behind -, this to be 
furc was not a fubjed worth quarrelling about ; but 
it ferved to fbew the reciprocity of the treaty,. «The 
fécond article of the Provifional Treaty contained fomc 
very remarkable things ; it dates that a line drawn 
“ .through the Lake of. the Wopds, through the 
“ faid Lake, .to the mod N. W. point thereof t and 
“ from thence.on a due wed courfc to the River-^ 
“ Miffiflippi.'1 Now. this being duly confidered,. 
wdbld be found to be abfulutely importable ; for this 
line would run far beyond the fourcc of the Miflirtip- 

* pi : thus he would agree as to the reciprocity ; the 
mouth of this river is in the hands of the Spaniards ;

D 2 Its
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its fourcc in the poiïcflion of the Americans ; one fide , 
of it is within the boundaries ceded to the Colonics ; 
the other is in the hand of the Spaniards ; thus the 
river, the half of which is given to us by the treaty, 
belongs wholly to other powers, and not an inch of 
it, either at north or fouth, at weft or caft, belongs 
to us. This, no doubt, would eftablilh the rtcipro- 
dty of advantages beyond a cavil.

He next obferved, that the honourable mover of 
the addrefs had faid that the boundaries of the colo­
nies had been extended folely for the purpofe of ta­
king away all handle for future quarrel or difeontent. 
Did the honourable member imagine, that putting all 
the carrying-placrt into the hands of the Americans, 
was the moft effectual w ay to prevent quarrels ? In 
his opinion, no more effectual mode could be devifed 
fdr creating diflëntions : —-giving up old friends and 
allies, and bringing the Americans to within twenty- 
five-miltis of Montreal, did not appear to him the 
means moft conducive to peace and tranquillity. 
But above all," he objected to the article relative to 
the Lqyalife, thofe gallant, but unfortunate men, 
were riot, and ought not to be-confidéred as traitors 
and rebels I becaufe when they took up arms, it was 
at the call of their King, and in obedience to that al­
legiance which they had fwom to him: their loyalty 
therefore fhould have met a better return, than that 
they fhbuld be made the fubjeft of an odious excep­
tion ; that thofe who had deferved of this country

every
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every grace, every favour that it could beftow, 
fhould be abandoned to the impotent recommenda­
tion of a Congrefs, whole authority to levy money, 
was difputcd and denied by every ilatc in the confe­
deracy. What! could not the furrendcr of New- 
York, Long-Ifland, Staten-Ifland, Penobfcot, Charles- 
Town, the extenfion of boundaries, the acknow­
ledgment of Independence, have enabled us to call 
fomc terms for the brave Loyalifts ? For thofe men 
who had rifked family, fortune, and life in vindica­
tion of the caufe of Great-Britain. Here he felt the de­
gradation of this country ; here he faw the triumph of 
American vanity ; or rather here he faw the glory of 
America reared upon the ruins of that of Great-Britain. 
What ! was America fo fixed and determined on this 
point, that fhe was refolved to purfue the war, when 
fhe could not raife a farthing to carry it on, fooner 

' than reftore to the Loyalifts their eftates ? Or would 
the French and Spaniards, once fatisfied on the great 
points which they had at heart, countenance the pro- 
tradtion of the war, for the vindictive purpofe of pre­
venting the Loyalifts from regaining their eftates ? It 
was improbable, if not impoftible ; and therefore he 
muft condemn, inftead of approving this article. 
With refpedt to the right of fifhing on the coaft of 

j ^ Newfoundland, which was to be fecured to the Ame­
ricans, it had been faid, that they ufed always to en­
joy it: it was truly faid ; but then it was becaufe they 
then were Britifh fubjedts ; but in this the boafted

reciprocity
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reciprocity was to be d!(covered ; fur while the Ame­
ricans were to have this filhery fecured to them, there 
was no provifion whatever for fecuring to his Bri­
tannic Majcfty’s fubjc&s of Newfoundland, Canada, 
the Bahama and Bermuda Iflands, and Nova Scotia, 
that right of Billing, which they alfo uled formerly 
to enjoy on the coaft of America.

He next confidercd the treaty with Spain. The 
honourable gentleman who moved the addrefs, had 
faid, that Eaft Florida was no longer of, any ufe, 
fince Weft Florida was in the hands of the Spaniards; 
but as for himfclf, he would certainly argue very 
differently ; for he would fay that the one had be­
come more valuable, fince the other had pafled into 
thè hands of the enemy. Exclufive of the natural 
value of fertility of Eaft Florida, it would have 
been the means, in our hands, of providing for the 
Loyalifts, and all thofe friends of ours in the colo­
nies, who would wifii to quit the dominions of Con- 
grefs, and take (hcltcr in ours. St. Auguftine was 
not a large paffage ; but fince, by the fortifications 
at Cape Nicola Mole, our Jamaica trade was obliged 
to come through the Gulph, there wrould now be no 
port to (belter them ; on the contrary, as not a fpot 
on that whole coaft could now be called our own, 
numberlcfs privateers could lie in wait for our Ja­
maica-men, and pick them up as they pafled through 
the Gulph : formerly indçed, when this Florida did 
not belong to us, it might be alked, did we on that

account



account feel all thefe depredations from privateers ; 
he would anfwer vo : but then the reafon was obvi­
ous ; Georgia then belonged to us, which afforded 
our trade a fhelter and protection from the attack of
enemies, and the inclemency of the weather.------
I.aft of all, he took notice of Dunkirk, which the 
honourable member who moved the addrefs, had 
pafTed over in total filcnce : it had formerly been 
confidered of infinite moment to this country, that 
there fhould be no fortification there ; and it mull 
not be immediately inferred that the French no lon­
ger think it of confcquence, becaufe they did not 
fortify it this war : the fa& probably was, that they 
might have other reafons different from thofc which 
might be fuppofed to arife from an idea that the place , 
was of no confcquence.

In former wars, the French fortified it as much 
as they could^during the wif; but at the peace, 

they were obliged to deftroy all the fortifications : 
while the event of the prefent war remained uncer­
tain, they probably did not wifh to lay out immenfe 
fums in railing fortifications, which at the peace 
they might poflibly be obliged to demolifh : but as 
they were now free from any reftraint on that fubjeft, 
there was littlé doubt but they would avail them- 
felves of the peajee to place thofe fortifications again 
on a refpeftable footing : at all events, we were fuie 
to lofe much in point of national pride, and France 
would gain in proportion to our lofs, as (he would lie 
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rid of the prefence of a Britifli commiffary, who 
would not fuffcr a wall to be built, if the French 
had]been inclined to eredt one. Upon the whole, if 

the 'peace really deferved approbation, he certainly 
was one of thofc who would moft heartily approve 
of it, if, on due deliberation, he fhould find it de- 
ferving of praife ; but to proceed at this moment to 
approve, by a vote of Parliament, was a matter for 
which he was not at all prepared t nay, it would be 
nothing fhort of a condemnation of all his own prin­
ciples, and of his own conduit, in having refufed 
to accede to this very peace, while he was in office, 
and which peace was moft undoubtedly within his 
reach.—But gentlemen would fee that it would be 
highly improper to proceed hartily in fo great and 
momentous an affair : many things remained as yet 
to be explained ; and until they (hould be explained,

‘ it would be abfurd indeed to approve of the preli­
minaries. That part of them, which related to the 
cutting of logwood, was as yet a matter of obfeurity 
to the Houfe and to the nation ; and he was afraid, 
that from the manner in which the fourth article of 
the treaty with Shain was worded, the logwood trade' 
would be greatly cramped, if not nearly deftroyed. 
— “ The aftjcW ftates, his Catholic Majefty {hall 

“ not for the future fuffer the fubjedts of his Britats- 
“ nic Majefty or their workmen to be difturbed or 
“ molefted, under any pretence whatfoever, ip their 
“ occupation of cutting, loading and carrying away

log-
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“ logwood, in a dijlricl of which the boundaries Jhall 
“ be fixed ; and for this purpofe they may build 
“ withbut hindrance, and occupy without interrup- 
“ tion, the houfes and magazines ncceflary for them, 
“ their families, and for their effects, in a pla~c to be 
“ agreed upon either in the Definitive 'Treaty, or within 
“fix months after the exchange of the ratification; and 
“ his faid Catholic Majefty a (Turcs to them by this 

article, thç entire enjoyment of what is above fti- 
“ palated, jfrovided that thefe ftipulations (hall not 
“ be confidered as derogatory in any refpeft from the 

rights of fovereign.”
c From this article, it appeared m the firft place, 

that for at lead fix months after the exchange of the 
ratifications, and in the mean time the trade mult 
fuffer excefiively : and in the next place, the boun­
daries of the diftrift were not yet known -, nay, the 
very diflriét itfelf was not known -, fo that fuch a 
one might be afligned to our logwood cutters, as 
might be abfolutely ufclefs. This furely required an 
explanation ; and to fay before hand, that we ap­
proved a peace, which afterwards we might be obliged 
to condemn, would be folly in the extreme.

His LordQiip concluded by informing the Houle, 
that, as foon as they (hould have difpofed of the 
amendment of the noble Lord, to which he a (Tented 

. rood cordially, and the more fo, as it was calculated 
fo fupport the prerogative of the crown, in making 
peace, and the .faith of the nation, in adhering to ir 
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when made, he would move another amendment, 
dating the claims which the brave ancj unfortunate 
Loyalirts had for fupport on tliejuftice and huma­
nity of this country.

[While Lord North was fpeaking, a dog hap­
pened to find his way into the Houfc, began to bark, 
and fet all the members in a roar. —— Lord Nonh 
laughed heartily ; and when the Houfe was re- 
ftoretl to order, he threw ir again into the loudeft 
fit of laughter, by jccofdy addrefling the chair, 
and faying, “ Sir, ! was interrupted -by a new 
Speaker."'] ' 4

Mr. Powys made a ftiort fpeech in favour of the 
original motion : he faid, that though the noble 
Lcrd who had moved the amendment, wanted time 
to confider the peace, and examine the different 
articles, yet be was free to declare, for himfelf, that 
he was at that minute ready to pronounce ÿis une­
quivocal opinion of the treaty, which was, that ra­
king the good and the bad together, he was perfedt* 
ly fâtkfied with it, when he confidered, that if it was 
to be given up, or departed from, this country muft 
jee the revival of an accurftd war, which had 
brought it to the very brink of political perdition.— 
The noble Lord faid, that the Hoot: had not yet 
confidered the articles ; and that therefore the ad- 
drefs was not founded In faft. But what would 
the noble Lord fay Xon that fubjedt, wjitfn the de­
bate of this day (hoiikl be over ? The Houfc had 

\ been
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been now for four hours debating on the queftion i 
and if it Ihould continue fitting till morning, would 
he fay then that the preliminaries had not been con»
fi tered ?------For his part he would not hefitate to
fay, that by that time they would have undergone a 
confidcration as grave and as ferious as the nature 
of the queftion required) and if gentlemen Ihould 
foppofe thcmfclves incompetent to form an opinion 
by jhe time the Houfe Ihould divide upon the mo­
tion, he believed that they might confider till 
Doomfday, without being able to come to a deter» 
mination. For his part he was a plain, fimple man, 
end he ftood up in that Houfe, as he ever had done, 
and as he trolled he ihould continue to do aH his 
life, an independent individual, who was free to 
judge for himklf ; and. as fuch he was rcfblved to 
give his fuffrage in favour of the addrefs. It was 
with no little furprifc that lie faw fo ftrange a coali» 
lion, as he cbfcovcsed by the amendment propofed 
by one noble Lord, and fcconded or fupported by 
another) but ftill ftrange confederacies ought noc 
pew aTdays to be fubjedts of furprife : great and ar­
bitrary monarchs of Europe had ftood forth the pro- 
tedbors of an infant republic ; and from what ho 
tbia day faw, it was quite contenant with the fpirit 
that had induced thefir to take the part they had 
done, that the high and mighty (ticklers for royal 
prerogative Ihould make an intimate alliance with 
the humble worlhippers of the majefty of the peo-
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pic. The Minifters in this Houfe, were like Britain 
in this laft unfortunate war, without allies, without 
friends, without any fupport, but fuch as they would 
derive from the goodnefs of their caule ; there were, 
indeed a few refugees with them ; and he hoped they 
would take care to reward them well, and not to 
leave it in the power of the oppofite party to fay, that 
they had deferted thcle loyal refugees. As to theper- 
fon who was fuppofed to be at the head of the pre- 
fent adminiflration, he would fay nothing uf him but 
this, that he had no very high opinion of his cha- 
rader ; but let his character be what it might, the 
peace he had made, fuch as it was, was a bldling to. 
this country, and it (hould have his fupport.

Lord Mulgrave faid, that fince the peace Was 
made he would abide by it ; how great foever 
fhould be his difapprobation of the terms, becaufe 
it was neceflary for the well-being of the country, 
that as the conttitution had vetted in the crown the 
right to make war and peace $ as his Majetty has 
fet his name to the treaty; and as the national faith 
ftood pledged for the maintenancé and fupport of it, 
the King’s perfonal honour, the honour of his 
crown, and the intereft of his people required that 
the peace Ihould be inviolably obferved ; for if par­
liament (hould break in upon the conftitutional pre­
rogative of the crown, what nation would treat with 
Us ? What nation would truft to the royal fignature 

J ... ,j ;• Of
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of our Sovereign, or the great feal of his kingdom ? 
In reading over the different tieaties, one would 
imagine that the preamble to each had been adapted 
to the articles which followed it ; but when he read 
the articles which adtually (land under each pream­
ble, he was induced to th[nk that they had been 

fubftituted in the room of thofe which bad been 
originally penned ; and hence he wae led to prefume 
that the terms had been abfolutely didfated to us ; 
and he was the more hurt at this, as he was of opinion 
that our ftrength both by fea and land, was fuch as 
ought to have impofed filence on any court that 
fhould have prefumed to didtate terms of peace to us. 
He would have been happy, he faid, if he could 
have remarked in the condudt of the enemy, a defirc 
to make fuch a peace, as it would be both for their 
intereft and ours, fhould it be lading : but it grieved 
him to lee that France feemed to have nothing more 
in view than to take fuch meafures as would enable 
her to be prepared for a war, which (he forefccs can 
be at no very didant period : if this was not the fadt, 
why (hould (he infid on being freed from the obliga­
tion of keeping Dunkirk, Miquelon, and St. Pierre 
demolilhed ? It was not in time of peace that the 
fortifications of thofe places could be of any fervice -, 
it was only in time of war that they could be fo : the 
want of fortifications at Miquelon and St. Pierre al­
ways left thefe iflands, ^nd the French fidiery at 
Newfoundland, at our mercy -, and this was a tic

' upon
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upon them, which made them circumfpeél, and 
chutious how they attempted to break the peace: 
But this tie, this check would be removed, the mo­
ment they found themfclves at liberty to fortify thofc 
places, where they could Ration a force fuflficicnt to 
afford a protection to their fifhery ; thus he faw, that 
even in the very moment of peace, all the meafures 
taken by France were calculated for war, and were, 
in the ftridt fenfe of the word, preparations for hofti- 
lities ! to make peace on fuch grounds as thefe, was 
to the laft degree impolitic and abfurd ; for he believed 
In his confcience, that a more baneful principle of 
policy did not exift, than that of making peace for 
the foie purpofe of going to war again the moment a 
favourable opportunity fhould occur. During the 
negotiation for the peace of 1762, the French wifhed 
to play the fame game, and after ceding, or offering 
to cede Canada, wilhed to retain LouWboufg\in the 
ifland of Cape Breton, and maintain it as a fartrefs: 
but they knew that fuch a propofal never cjMjffd have 
been adopted by a wife and elear.fighteflJMinifter, 
fuch as the late Lord Chatham was, who in an inflant 
would have feen through their plan, and difeovered 
that they wanted a place of arms, from which they 
could afterwards, when opportunity ferved, attack 
thofe very places which they were then about to fur- 
render; but forefeeing that (the then) Mr. Pitt 
could nqt be impofed upon, they relinquilhed the 
idea, and afked only for pofleflion of IJle Royale, a

place
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place without walls, without works, without de­
fence. In the prefent adminiflration, his Lordlhip 
faid, he could find the name and the talents of that 
great flatefman j he wilhed that he could alfo find 
in it, his experience and knowledge. France afked 
for, and obtained all thofc places which could be of 

* no advantage to her in time of peace. In agreeing 
to the fuppreflion and abrogation of all the articles 
relative to Dunkirk, from the treaty of peace con» 
eluded at Utrecht, 1713, we have given France an 
opportunity of fortifying that place fo as to annoy us 
greatly in time of war. It was a convenient harbour 
for (hipping, and but a very ftiort way from our 
coaft. If the intentions of France were pacific, and 
that they did not look to a fpeedy rupture, why Ihould 
they wi(h to put Dunkirk in a fttuation capable of 
affording protedion to their (hipping, and attacking 
us at the fame time, with all the advantage which fo 
near a neighbourhood affords them. The fame 
great and able ftatefman, faw the benefit that would 
arife to this country, from infilling on the terms of 
the treaty of Utrecht relative to Dunkirk, and there­
fore would not relinquifh the ftipulation concerning 
it. He argued thus, (and he argued juftly) if Fiance 
was Gncere in her defire for a permanent peace, (he 
would not make it a point to créé! fortifications in 
Dunkirk, as that would be certain proof of her 
hoftile intentions, and on that account (he was not 
allowed to deviate from the terms of the treaty alluded
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to. From all thcfe circumftances he concluded there 
was no great probability of a lading peace. Had 
France fought a recompencc for the ex pence flic had 
been at on accouut of the war, he would have better 
hopes of the peace ; he would then have thought fhe 
had no notion of commencing hoftilities ftiorrly again, 
but was refolved to live in amity and friendlhip with 
us. His Lordfhip took a very extenfivc view of the 
whole of the Peace, and feemed to be of opinion, it 
did not promife to be a permanent one. He laughed 
very heartily at this abfurd and ridiculous idea of 
obtaining leave for the-^oyalifl* to purchafe back 
their eftates, when Miniftry muft know they had not 
wherewithal to do it, as they were reduced to the ut- 
jnoft diftrefs and want.

Mr. Secretary TownJ/xnd faid, it was very extraor­
dinary that gentlemen, after repeatedly calling on his 
Majcfty’s fervants to date fome time when the Preli­
minary Articles would be confidered, yet notwith- 
danding, when Minidry, in conformity with their 
wilhes, bring forward the difculBon of them, they 
then as eagerly defire it diould be podponed, as they 
were before anxious for hadening -, there was an in- 
confidency in fuch a conduct, that every man pedcfT- 
ed of common fenfc mud fet through the motives 
from whence it originated. The common decency 
and common refpedt fur his Majedy, required we 
(heuld no longer, after the Preliminary Articles had 
lain on our table for three weeks, defer the Addrcfs



( 33 )

to his Majefty, and he mu ft confcfs, for that reafon 
die was fomewhat furprifed at the amendment propo- 
f<?d by the noble Lord. He Laid it was utterly im­
portable for Miniftry to obtain better terms from 
America. Our hands were tied up from carrying on 
the war with America.ytiy the ref lution of the 
Houfc laft year. He did not mention it by way of 
cenfuring it ; on the contrary, he efteemcd it as a 
wife and prudent meafure, to put an end to a ruinous 
and deftruftive war. All he meant by it was to 
prove, that his Majefty's Minifters had no alterna­
tif but to make peace on the belt terms they could, 

^granting the indcpeijdence of America, Govern­
ment had done nothing that the rcfolution alluded to 
above, did not effectually eftablifh before : the Ame­
ricans, therefore, being once declared independcnr, 
it was out of the power of this country to exclude 
them from a (hare of the fifhery on Newfoundland. 
Their fituation, the earlyf-amod of the fcafop they 
filh in, and a thoul'and otWr circumftanccs forbade 
it. They generally fi(h in the beginning of the year ; 
we do not lend out Our veflels till about June ; fo that 
to prevent them from partaking of the filhery, we 
fhould conftamly keep a refpcétable force there ; and 
as to what has been ceded to Fiance for her fifhery, 
it is little more than (lie portefted before, and is on 
the Weft fide, which, from the beft information he 
could get from naval officers, who were qualified to 
judge on the matter, was reckoned to be the worll

F part
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part, not only fur catching fifli, but even thofc that 
are caught, are of an inferior quality ; fo that on 
this head he imagined France had obtained nothing 
of any confcquence.

In regard to the boundaries of Canada, had they 
been left in the fituatiun they were prior to the Pro- 
vifional Treaty, they would have been an eternal bone 
of contention between us and America, becaufe foms*, 
of the boundaries of the Colonies were included in 
thole of Canada — part of Virginia, in particular, 
was fituated in this. manner, fo that to avoid all fu­
ture difeontents and diffentions, it was confidcred as 
the wifeft ftep which.could be adopted to draw fuch a 
liberal, fair, unexceptionable line between our pof- 
feiïions and theirs, as mull for ever remove the feeds 
of difeord between us. He declared wc did not lofe 
fo much of the fur trade as fome gentlemen would 
have the Houfe to believe we had ; we Hill retained 
a great deal of that trade, and that mod valuable ; 
for he was allured by very good judges, that the belt 
furs are got to the northward. He could not agree 
with the noble Lord in the blue ribband, that the 
fcveral forts along the lakes which we had ceded to 
America, were of that confcquence he would infinu- 
ate ; and for this reafon, that we could eredt others, 
which would fecure us from any attempts the Ame­
ricans might make to deprive) us of the fur trade.
It is true, he admitted, large4pms had been lavilhed 
on thofc forts ; but fuch wafte of the publiée money 
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was no argument of their ufcfulnefs, any more than 
the idle expenditures of the treafure of the nation, 
which took place during the noble Lord’s admini- 
ftration.

He now adverted to the fituation of the Loyalifb, 
of whom he fpoké with the greateft regard and com­
panion, and that they merited every thing that a 
grateful or a generous nation could beftow on them. 
He knew many of the Loyalifts, and thofe the prin­
cipal among them approved of the conduct of Ad- 
miniûration — they were convinced, that every exer­
tion that was pofliblc was made in their favour ; that 
Miniftry had the moll friendly difpofition towards 
them, and were determirfed to ferve them as far as 
lay within their power.

He now confidered what we had granted France in 
India, which he laid was neither more nor lefs than 
thofe territories and trade that they formerly enjoy­
ed, and which it was very natural for them at the 
head of a ftrong and powerful confederacy to wifli to 
regain. Let us obferve the (bate of the nation, our 
finances undoubtedly much exhaullcd, after fo long 
and fo burthenfomc a war ; the people groaning under 
the weight of taxes, and all ranks, rich and poor, 
univcrfally crying out for peace. Will any man, af­
ter fuch a view, tell me, fays Mr. Townlhcnd, we 
had been too compliant to the demands of our ene­
mies ? Whatever pofl'eflions we have ceded on the, 
co.lt of Africa, the coontry will find rather an ad- 

F z vantage



( 36 )

vantage in getting quit of than retaining. They coft 
us a vatt deal both in men and money. The garri- 
fyn<, who were fent there from this country, dwin­
dled away fo faff, as to be a continual drain on the 
ration, fo that he thought very little ftrefs could be 
laid on our concciïions in that quarter. On the 
whole, he was perfuaded the peace would be found 
to be as good and honourable, and as glorious to this 
Country, as could be rcafonably expected at the end 
of an unfortunate and calamitous war.

Mr. Burkt faid, he never heard in the courfe of 
his life any thing fo ridiculous as the defence fet up 
by the honourable gentleman in fupport of the peace. 
In the firft place he Cays, this country was in a very 
bad ftate — its finances exhaufted, and its people 
averfe to the continuance of the war ; and he gave 
this as a reafon, why we fhould accede to the terms 
of our enemies, and yet in the fame breath he con- 
tradiéh htmfclf, and aflTerts, that what we have ceded 
is infignificant and trifling — things of no manner of 
value* but a parcel of rubbifh we were glad to get 
rid of. How does this accord with the declaration 
of the fuperiority of our enemies ? It is inconfiftenr, 
it is childiih, and pitiful indeed. Miniftry ought to 
fpeak and to aét as men fhould do, and not have re­
court to poor fubterfuges for their exculpation. 
They fhould defend tnemfelves on the propriety and 
goodntfs of their own meafures, and not in endea­
vouring to hide their own fhame by involving others

in
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in it. To tell the Houfe that this or that perfon ad- 
vifed a peace on this and that occafion, was a fort of 
language he did not expeft from gentlemen who had 
fo often reprobated it in others. Let the peace be 
tried on its own merits, that is the only method of 
judging it. It feemed, in the right honourable gen­
tleman’s idea, that a fpirit of generofity and dona­
tion had got pofleflion of adminiflration in that libe­
ral fchemeof concefiion, which was more remarkable 
than any other that,the hifiory of the world could 
produce an inftancc of ; never was there, git any 
former period, a fpirit of generofity or donation, if 
it could be caljed fo, to equal the infiances of Bri- 
tifh degradation before the Houfe in the Treaty of 
Peace on the table ; a treaty which employed moft 
largely the right honourable gentleman’s fharpeft 
powers of reprobation. Mr. Burke went into a mi­
nute inveftigation of what had fallen from the honour­
able perfonage on the fide of the Houfe in oppofi- 
tion ro the amendment of his noble friend, and into 
the fpirit, propriety, and policy of the treaty itfelf. 
He denied that we were, in a fituation to warrant 
Minifiers to cede the desu^ft rights and interefts of a 

country with had, notwithftanding the melancholy 
and eloquent pifture drawn by the honourable mover 
of the addrefs, been put upon the footing of relative 
confederation with her eïiemics, was not at all fo to­
tally divefted of rcfources, or fo infinitely inferior to 
her enemies as to oblige her to accept of conditions

t at



that could not be mentioned without the bitternefs of 
the extremeft. furrow and regret.

Mr. Burke then proceeded to inveftigate the arti­
cles : he purfued the different arguments introduced 
in lupport of them with the ftrongeft powers of re­
futation, and declared folcmnly on the whole, they 
were fo degrading as to merit obliteration, if it were 
poflible to effett it, out of the hiftory of this coun­
try. lie in the firlt inltance attacked the preamble 
of the articles : it began, he faid, in the ftilc of the 
moft pompotk and magnificent profeEons of reci­
procity, and infiead of reciprocity, all was con- 
celBon. If granting every thing on one hand, with­
out the moft trifling degree of confideration on the 
other, was reciprocity, then did we enjoy indeed all 
the advantages of reciprocity : but until that doc­
trine was made reconcileable with the literal meaning 
of the word, by the tranfeendent powers of gentle­
men in his eye, Mr. Burke muft be detftded that the 
reciprocity there meant was the moft liberal coocef- 
fion on the part of this country, and the moft trifling, 
or no return on the part of France, and the other 
contraéUng powers. The fnultion of our1 Weft-India. 
iflands, he peculiarly confidered, environed, fur- 
rounded, impounded as they were by the .powers of 
our enemies, it was impoflible to think we were in # 
the enjoyment of all the advantages to be otherwife 
derived from them ; ft feemed as if there wen; abfo- 
lutc lines of circumvallaticn drawn round them. He
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fupportcd this mode of argument, by ftating the fitu- 
ation of our iflands, which now remained to us, and 
thofe of our enemies j and Mr. Burke made it clear 
to a demonrtration, as we poflefied not the Gulph of 
Florida, and thofe iflands which by the. kind of vti 
frffiditis dated by the honourable mover of the ad- 
drefs were put into the hands of the French, left our 
pofleflions in the Weft Indies in a very poor fituition 
indeed*. The right honourable gentleman then took 
a review of the date of Canada, of the tea trade, of 
the ceflion of Eaft Florida, our traeje in the river 
Midiflippi, See. he adverted to the fituation of af­
fairs in the Eaft Indies, and was very far from ap­
proving of the fituation of things there ; nor would 
he allow the title of a great ftatefman to a gentleman 
(Mr. Raftings) who had been alluded to by Mr. T. 
Pitt, at the fame time that he paid every refpedt ur" 
Sir Eyre Coote, but without being able to conclude 
from his abilities, that we might not hear news from 
India that would be very difagreeablc to us, which 
was more than probable to be the cafe. Mr. Burke 
did not conceive that any article of the treaty went 
to eftablilh pacification in fuch a manner in India as 
was to be wilhed. He then took into his confidera- 
tion the article relating to the demolition of Dun­
kirk : that, he faid, ever fince the treaty of Utrecht, 
Lad been uniformly an article in every treaty of ours 
with, France -, and as the wifdom cf former ages had 
taught the French that that port was an <^bjc<ft of vaft

utility
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utility to them, it was juft to fuppofc that the French 
would look with the fame predilection, and fee the 
fame advantages in the eftablilhment of that port as 
their anceftors did. The Loyalifts, who were given 
up to the full enjoyment of a monarebial confutation, 
Mr. Burke much pitied. He animadverted very 
feelingly upon their fituation ; and took occafion to 
remark, in anfwer to the honourable gentleman [Mr. 
Powys] who had taken notice of the ” able fupforters 
of regal power, and the humble worjbippert of the ma­
jefty °f the people,” that he had ever directed his opi­
nions and talents to the public good, and- that in 
the majefty of the King he viewed the majefty of the 
People. After many thoughts upon that idea, and 
a very able reply to Secretary Townlhend, and the 
mover, and feconder of the addrefs, Mr. Burke 
gave his ve.y cordial and decided approbation to the 
amendment.

The Lord Advocate made a very lopg fpeech, in 
which he fupported the addrefs vefy ftrenoufly, re­
probated the amendment,'4and was very warm in his 
panegyric on Minifters, and ftrenuous in his appro­
bation of the peace. Minifters, in the learned Lord’s 
opinion, were entitledyto the highell applaufe for the 
fpirit, manlincfî, and magnanimity of their conduct 
in oppoftng themfelfres to the rtorms that were raifed 
without doors againft a peace, which was the cry 
of the people, and which the necefliry of the (late 
fo mutually called for. He was very humourous,

and
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and was very pointed on the noble Lord in the blue 
ribbon, and Mr. Fox, on their fuppofed confederacy 
and coalition, and of the warmth of their zeal in the 
boney-mocn cf their loves. He replied very largely to 
Lord North and Mr. Burke -, faid it was impoflible 
to exift without a peace, and it was equally impofii- 
ble we could'get a better j that we were without al­
lies, and that we were without refources ; and not­
withstanding w hat might be faid of our navy, it fure­
ly was the cafe, that fadts ought to be the criterion to 
judge of atiertions, and that without fadts afiertions 
were not to be attended to. Many pompous decla­
rations were made of the invincible (late of the navy; 
this navy that was fo lately reprobated, was now 
fprung up like mulhrooms; day after day produced 
a (hip of the line, and the nearer the Houfc came to 
the difeuflion of the Preliminary Articles, the greater 
was the ftrength of our navy, and the more injurious 
the peace to the dignity of our naval empire. But 
bad as this peace was, the Lord Advocate faid we 
owed even that to Lord Rodney's vidtory in the Well 
Indies. It was to that vidtory we owed the prefenr. 
Had it not been for that fortunate evenr, it were 
hard to get even fuch a peace. For, to inftance our 
fituation, the learned Lord faid, that fo entirely 
were we devoted, that the other powers of Furope 
had tacitly confented and addled the mighty confede­
racy againft us -, for in neutral bottoms were tranf- 
ported every warlike flore that the circumftances of
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their wants could require. Lately, the right honour­
able Advocate faid, a neutral fhip of twelve hundred 
tons had failed from Brcft with warlike flores to the 
Rail Indies ; and to our fituation there he paid a very 
minute attention. He flated cur fituation in the 
Weft Indies} then attached himfelf to our American 
concerns, to prove the activity and the ability of 
Minifters in the bufinefs of the negotiation. He 
faid, he bad a letter from the merchants of Glafgow, 
requefting him to return thanks to Minifters, for the 
care they had taken of their interefts in the negotia­
tion ; for that fomc had been paid, fome fecured, and 
fome were in hopes of being paid the debts due by 
America to them. There could not be a better rule 
to judge of the necelftry of peace than what he had 
mentioned, nor of the ability and a&iv'rty of Minif­
ters, than the inftance he had juft flated. And he 
alked the Iioufe, if any thing was advanced by two 
noble Lords, or the right honourable gentleman who 
fpoke after them, that amounted to an argument to 
prove that the peace was difhonourable, that it was 
impolitic or unjuft. With regard to the Loyalifls, 
he faid of them, they were an unhappy people, and 
Government, truly fcnfible of their fituation, exerted 
every nerve for them ; but if the war was not to be 
continued on their account, no better terms could be 
provided for them. A late inftance in Holland ex­
actly illuftrated the internal government in Americav 
Congrefs had no power over the provincial legifla-
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turcs ; every legiflature had the cognizance alone of 
jts own bufmefs -, and Congrefs, being the delegates, 
were not inverted with a power to decide in provin­
cial criminal cafes; fo therefore it was impoflible 
that Congrefs, without fubverting the conrtitution 
of America, could make other terms for the 
Loyalirts. The Lord Advocate made feme very able 
remarks, ftated about Kart Florida very largely, and 
concluded with his ftrongeft oppofition to the amend­
ment.

Governor JohnJione was very decided in declaring 
that the peace was unwife, impolitic, and to the 
laft degree dilhonourable; and he did not fee that 
the aft of the laft feflion verted the king with a 
power of granting away America ; it was not in the 
literal meaning of it, whatever it might be by im­
plication or conftruftion. But that was a matter he 
did not feem inclined to argue about, the Com­
modore declaring, that as the independence of Ameri­
ca was on all hands acknowledged to be aftually gone 
away from us before the formally refigning it by the 
articles of the treaty; however, the Commodore 
could not bring himfelf to allow that the ceflion of 
Kart Florida was in the right of the Crown. He 
acknowledged the right of the Crown, by virtue of 
the prerogative to make peace or war, but he con­
tended that the ceflion of any part of the dominions 
of this country was conflitutionally not in the Crown, 
and that the Crown had equally a right to cede
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Jamaica, or any other part of the Britifh territory, 
as that province. The Commodore faid; it was an 
object of very great importance to this country, not 
only with relpedt to its fuuation, as a guard to our 
Weft India iflands, but from the circumftanccs of 
its commercial produce, it returned in export to 
this country to the amount of two hundred and forty 
thoufand pounds, and received in return more than 
one hundred and twenty thou land pounds Britifti ma­
nufacture : befides, it was much more valuable to 
the Spaniards than the Havannah ; the harbour was 
the Left in the world, and the healthfulnel's of the 
climate, and the entire command of the navigation 
of the Gulph, made it in valuable to Spain. Minif- 
ters faid they could not malte a better peace ; the 
Commodore alked them, could they make a worfe. 
He took a rctrofpeâ: of the commiflion he was joined 
in to treat of reconciliation with America, and urged 
fome other circumftanccs on the matter, and, in re­
ply to fome remarks of the Lord Advocate, de­
clared, if that commiflion had been fent three 
weeks fooner, before the French negotiations had 
arrived, abfolute reconciliation would have taken 
place. He fpoke much of the fituation of affairs 
in India; toouk notice of the article in the treaty 
relating to Eaft India affairs > and in anfwer to Secre­
tary Townffiend's having obferved, that the Secret 
Committee had approved of the conduit of Admi- 
niftration, the Commodore obfçrvcd, if it were thç
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cafe, very fccret means were ufed indeed. The 
Commodore made fome other pointed remarks upon 
the bu'fcnefs, and on the vague and ioofe expreflion 
of our ancient pofl'cflions, mentioned in the article, 
which neither fcveral of the Laft «india Company 
DireCiors, with whom he had converfation on the 
fubjeCI, nor himfclf, could underhand. He called 
upon any of the Dire&ors or Secret Committee as were 
in the Houfe, to ftate to the Houfe what they knew 
relpcCting that matter, and to give the Houle all the 
knowledge rcfpe&ing the bufinefs that they could 
poflibly communicate.—The Commodore was deci­
dedly for the amendment.

Sir Henry Fletcher, Chairman of the Eaft India 
Company, faid a few words. The pofl’eflions in In­
dia were in fo very fluctuating a fituation, that it 
was hard to tell what were our ancient pofleflions. 
He had fpoken to feveral Directors on the fubjeCt of 
the fixteenth article, and no two of them agreed. 
No one was able to tell what it meant, or how to 
afeertain what it gave or what it left. He faid that 
Hyder Aly had fome of our pofleflions, thofe pof- 
feflions had been conquered from others; and H)der 
Aly, who rofe from a common foldier, won all his 
territories from others.

Mr. Sheridan made a very accurate reply to the 
Lord Advocate, and warmly touched upon the ftrokes 
the learned Lord threw out on the conduCt of brf 
honourable friend, (Mr. Fox) and the (hare he had
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taken during the fliort time he was in Adminiftration 
to eficdtuate the great end of Peace. Mr. Sheridan 
then purlued the buftnefs of the amendment, and in- 
veftigated the treaty on the table, which, he contend­
ed, was of the moil difgraceful nature, carried the 
nnft indelible degradation in every article on the 
face of it, and rclinquilhcd completely every thing 
that was glorious and great in this country. If there 
was a fmgle article that had a view to the interdis of 
the empire, if there was a Tingle article that had not 
conccflion for its objeâ, he would not contend that 
the Peace was why every perfon who had heard of it 
pronounced it. Ttie Sixteenth Article was one of the 
inoft inconfident political produftions that could 
poflibly be fuppofed ; it was couched in fuch vague 
and loofe terms, that it mud have relation to the 
impending treaty with Holland. It was with the 
View of finding out the extent of that article, and 
What reference it had to the treaty with Holland, 
and the political difpofition it evidently had towards 
France, that the honourable gentleman made his mo­
tion on a former day, and which called forth the in­
dignation of a right honourable perfon in his eye (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) as being inconfillent 
with the edablilhed ufage of theHoufe, unprecedent­
ed and prepofterous in the extreme. This convinced 
him however, that the right honourable gentleman 
was more a practical politician than an experienced 
one i his years and his very early political exaltation,

had
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had not permitted him to look whether there had 
been precedents, or to acquire a knowledge of the 
Journals of the Houfe. Had bis youth permitted 
him to acquire fuch knowledge, his difcrction would 
not have iiiffcred his abilities, which Mr. Sheridart 
greatly admired, to be carried away by his heat and 
precipitancy ; he would not with fo much indignation 
refent the afking qoeftions, which it was the duty 
of Minifters to fatisfy, nor would he have adted fo 
unprecedented if he had confulted the Journals, or 
had paid any attention to fuch material evidences of 
parliamentary order. If he had, the honourable gen­
tleman faid he would have found inconteftible evi­
dence, to prove the groundlefs authority of his in­
dignant aflertions ; he would have found that it was 
not unprecedented to lay a depending treaty before 
the Houfe ; nay, that before a fingle ftep had been 
taken io compleat any of the points of it, it had 
been ufual for Parliament to be in pofieflion of the 
principles upon which it was-propofed a treaty fliould 
turn. Parliament was called upon to aiïift with its 
advice on the vaft fubjedt of national importance, 
which peace muft naturally, in all times be, as in- 

^ volving in it fo much the general profperity and hap- 
pinefs of Europe. MiniilyV in former days, had 
not the ingenious tnedefty fand bandjbme diffidence of 
thofe of the prefent ; they, diftrufting their own 
abilities on a matter of fuch infinite importance^ 

_ were notafiramed to call in the afiiftance of Parlia-
me nr.
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ment. They were not fo eager to /port their refpon- 
fibility ; nor did they fear that the Houfe would in- 
terfere to rob them of the glory of their négociations \ 
not did they, with the anxious folicitude of thofe, 
hide every iota of the progrefs of their negotiation, 
either with a view of aftonilhing the world with the 
fplendour of their pacific acquittions, or to fhew 
their contempt of the wifdom of Parliament in the 
adminift/ation of their own tranfeendent abilities.

Mr. Sheridan, after having proceeded in this vein, 
introduced, in fupport of the condudt of Minifters, 
at the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, ftated by the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon, a farther precedent, extradt- 
ed from the Journals of the Houle, in Queen Anne’s 
reign, before the Treaty of Utrcchr, and which Mr. 
Sheridan read as part of his fpeech. It dated, that 
her Majefty, notwichftanding it was the undoubted 
prerogative of her Crown to make peace and war, 
ncverthelefs, anxious for the happinefs of her people, 
and relying on the afFedtion of her faithful Commons, 
had ordered to be laid before them, for their advice 
and approbation, the principles upon which (he 
conceived a geHeral pacification could be mod effec- 
tually eftablilhed for the glory of her Crown, and the 
happinefs of her people, at the fame time informing 
them, that no ftep had been taken for the completion 
of the treaty, nor would there without their advice 
and approbation j thus Mr. Sheridan proved to a de- 
monftration, that it was not only precedented to let

the



the cafe of negotiation before the Iloufc in its de­
pending (late ; hut the principles upon which the 
treaty was to takeefftft before the negotiation for it 
had ever been commenced. How unlike that, was 
the conduct of the prefent minifter, w hen the amend­
ment of his noble friend, prop >fed for the time for 
confnieration of the articles which they wete called 
upon in fo very extraordinary a manner to give their 
approbation to : they were told they had ilie articles 
for three weeks before them, sr.d that they had 
ample time of courfe for refledtion on them -, at the 
fame time that Minifters had the hardinefs to make 
ufetof fuch language, they fecrr.cd to forget the al- 
moft inquifitive exadtnefs with which they (hut out 
the members of that ho'ufe from obtaining any 
knowledge of thofe circumftances, that could alone 
qualify them to decide with judgment, upon a treaty 
that either (hewed Great Britain to be ruined beyond 
redemption, or that her interdis and her glory had 
been facrificed to views that were not immediately 
difcernable.

The anfwer to every requifition for the produc­
tion of any article that might lead to this neceflary 
purpofe, as was the cafe of his motion a few days 
before, Mr. Sheridan faid, was in the language of 
indignation, it was indecent, it was unprecedented and 
prepejierous in extreme, for gentlemen to introduce 
any circumftance of enquiry before the day ap­
pointed for the difeuflion of the'Treaty ; and yet on 
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that day, right honourable perfons in his eye had 
with the peculiar modefiy which lo difiinguifhed them, 
called on the Houle for their approbation of a treaty, 
which, it was argued with much indignation, it would 
be vionjhfoujly indecer.t in them to make any enquiries 
whatever intÇL But taking the pledge of <*heir 
bfljhfulne/s and moJefi confidence in their own fu eerier 
abilities its the criterion of its perfection, Minitiers 
required the Houle to be fo preprfierous as to give a 
vote of approbation to a treaty, that with the molt 
anxious folicitudc they were even prevented from fo 
much ns fpeakipg on, until the time they had been 
lo confidently called upon to give it their approba­
tion. And the objeft of his late motion, Mr. She­
ridan contended, was jliflly affirmed by an honoura­
ble Commodore, to be cf very great magnitude : if 
Trincomale was given up, our territories in India 
were in a molt prfccarious fituation ; and Mr. Sheri­
dan contended, after remarking on what had fallen 
from Commodore John done and Sir Henry Fletcher, 
that the Houfe ought abfolutely to know the extent 
of the Sixteenth Article, and the fituation of the 
négociation with Holland. After dilplaying much 
knowledge and application to the interdis of this\ 
country, lo inconfiflently difpofed of by that article, 
Mr. Sheridan dilTcded the article in the mult hu­
mourous manner. To find the meaning of the dif­
ferent articles, grammatical order was to be inverted ; 
for it was impoffible to come to the meaning of them 
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by adhering to the rules of grammar. He then 
went into the d. finition of a real Britijb fubjeti, men­
tioned in the fifth article with America. The twenty- 
fircond ai tide with France might have as well run to 
prevent all difputes that had hitherto arijen, as all de­
putes that may hereafter ar'tfe, and grounds enough 
were left for them. Deeds of difunion and future 
broils were fown in the inconfitiency of a treaty that 
the pooreft political dabler well might beafhamed of. 
The honourable gentleman drew a very affedting pic­
ture of his Majefty’s loyal fubjedts in Haft Florida, 
configncd to a government, and to a religion, they 
detefted. Independent of the impolicy of ceding 
that province, and he was not inclined to call /he va­
lidity of the peace in quefticn, for it was his deter­
mination, and that of his friends, to fupport the na­
tional fidelity. Mr. Sheridan execrated the treatment 
of thofe unfortunate men, who without the leaft 
notice taken of their civil or religious rights, were 
handed over as fubjedts to a power that would not 
fail to take vengeance on them for theit zcaj and 
attachment to the religion and government of this 
country. This was an inftance of Britilh degrada­
tion, not inferior to the unfuccefsful petitions of go­
vernment to Congrefs for the wretched Loyalifts. 
Gr^at Britain at the feet of Congrefs fuing in vain 
was not a humiliation .or a ftigma greater than the 
infamy of configning overmhc loyal inhabitants of 
Florida, as we had done,v^*hout any conditions 
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whatsoever. And to the eternal honour of France, 
and Spain, in their inoit diftrcfsful circumllances 
fhould be t -Id. that in all their ceiïions, as in Cana­
da, See. they even provided by treaty for the civil 
and religious rights of their quondam fubjelts. ^ 
Mr. Sheridan then read the addrefies of the inhabi­
tants of Florida to the Governor fome (hort time 
back, breathing in the m >ft animated ftvle, attach­
ment and loyal'v to the religion and government of 
this country, and their detrftation of tne conduit of 
(as they Ityled them) his Majelty’s rebeliious fub- 
jclts in the other colonics. Mr. Sheridan took a 
view of the fur trade, boundaries of Canada, &c. 
aind was apprchcnfive the great folicitude (hewn by 
Adminiftration to conciliate the a fit liions of Ame­
rica, as it had been termed, would be a great means, 
in the marking of the boundaries, of creating fu­
ture difientions. He went very ably and with much 
political judgment into the different interdis acquired 
by (the Americans and French, and thofe left to us 

» on the coaft of Newfoundland. 'I he logwood trade, 
of, fuchjtfft confequence, left in a (late amounting 

V yilmoft to non-entity, employed much of his animad- 
verfions.

The article of Dunkirk was alfo to be con­
ferred, iuppofing it even not to be of that impor­
tance it formerly was, and of which it might here­
after become to pofterity, as ftrongly accumulating 
and filling the meafure of our difgraces -, that what

, had
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had been for more than a century, the pride of our 
anerdors to enforce, we Ihould fo rafhly concede, 
particularly when we were not in a fituation confider- 
ing our navy ; notwithdanding the learned Lord 
afle&ed reprelentation, and <hc relative rcfources of 
of our enemies, for it was obferved by an honoura­
ble Commodore, that the a/terion of a nation’s re- 
iources was her credit, anti the rule of that credit, the 
intered Hie paid, and according to the honourable 
Commod me, Spain paid mad enormous intered, and 
France was much in the fame fituation ; confideiing 
then thofc relative circumdances, and the naval fitu­
ation of Holland, Mr. Sheridan contended, v#e were 
fo far from being reduced to bear fuch degrading, 
fuch indelible degradations and impofitions, we were 
intitled to an honourable peace.

The vidtory of Lord Rodney, the defeat of the 
fiege of Gibraltar, our fucceflfes in the Ead Indies, 
were alfo enumerated to prove, that our fituation was 
refpedtable, that if we were redqçcd in relources,
our enemi s had not enciteafed theirs, but had at lead

* >

equally exhauded them. — Mr. Sheridan could not 
avoid remarking the artful attempt of the right 
honourable Secretary, to put the fird amendment, 
and the fécond of the noble Lord in the blue rib­
bon, on the lame event ; he took notice of Mr. T. 
Piit's diferimination of the loyalids, the real loyalids, 
and the viper loyalids ; and yet though the honoura­
ble gentleman, in the peculiar dile of eloquence,

which
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which fo much diflinguifhed him, w.is very warm 
in difcriininating thofe characters of the lo> alifb, 
and pledged his feelings to give every affiftance to 
the real loyalifts, yet'in his addfels propoied to the 
throne, the vipers were equally r< commended to the 
royal prote&ion, and the Iloufe was equally to be 
bound for them as fur the real Invalids. The 
honourable gentlemen was mod elegantly pointed 
in reply to the Lord Advocate, on his hints thrown 
out on Mr. Fox’s admir.idration, of Peace being in 
the pocket of certain members of a late Adminidra- 
tion, &c. Mr. Sheridan faid, that he had known 
his honourable friend’s difpofition when he came into 
power, and had the honour of a&ing with him, and 
he pledged himfelf that, though ardently peace was 
to be defired, though at any time peace is to be 
prefered, yet knowing, as he did, the relative cir- 
cumdances of our powers, he never would have ac­
ceded to fo dijhonourable a peace ; and for his own 
part, he did equally pledge himfelf, that if his ho­
nourable friend was of fuch a difpofition, and during 
his Adminiftration had brought fuch a peace to con- 
clufion, notwithftanding his friendfhip and efleem 
for him, he, as an individual, would oppofe it. It 
was impofiible for language to deferibe his reproba- 
of it, or what he felt for the national degradation. 
But, he faid, the true criterion for his honourable 
friend's intentions to "be judged by, was his corref- 
pondence while in office, and he dared Minifters to

move
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wove fur its being laid before the Houle.—Here a 
great cry of “ mote, move.”—He then made lomc 
reniaiks on the coalition of the parties the learned 
Lord had alluded to, and the bonty-mcon of their 
loves, which Mr. Sheridan laid, if it was the cafe, 
was rather to be called the zvedding-day. Mr. Sheri- 
dun then attacked t|ie learned Lord on his ir.con- 
liltency, on his having declared he would fupport no 
man whufe meafures he did not approve. He a Iked 
the learned Lord, was it confiflency then in him 
to fupport the» patron of equal reprefentation, to 
which Mr. Sheridan profefled himfelf a warm friend. 
[The Lord Advocate fhook his head.] Was it con­
fiflency to fupport the independence of America, of 
which he had ever been fo determined an enemy ? 
Mr. Sheridan put to the Advocate fotne other que­
ries equally pointed, and equally unnnfwcrable ; and 
remarked that there was fuch a verfatility in the po­
litic of fome men, that when interefl; called, every 
other confideration gave way ; and if that was not 
the cafe, it was hard to fuppofe how the learned 
Lord’s tadoration and high-founding panegyrics of 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, with which the 
walls of that Houfe were wont to refound, (hould 
now be transferred to thofe connexions which had 
been heretofore fo obnoxious to the learned Lord, 
Mr. Sheridan was here very fevere on the Lord Ad­
vocate, and his early defertion ; and his unfairnefs 
of uûng, in his peculiar fituation, recrimination,

which
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which, at all events, could never be allowed as argu­
ment.—The wor/i:ippers of the majefly of the people, 
not the jun ef Brit if} glory, tô be fet on the eman­
cipation of America, which Mr. Sheridan relied 
would be quite otherwife, did not efcape his ob- 
fervation.

Mr. Bankes fupported the motion for the addrefs, 
and in mild terms argued, that in circumftances 
fo calamitous and gloomy as thofe of the Britilh 
Empire on the prelent occalion, the peace which 
his Majefty*s Minifters had concluded, was in his 
opinion not only good, but highly favourable, and 
fuch as we had no reafon to expert.

Sir William Dolben called the Houfe again to the 
confideration of the important queftion which he 
had before dated. — Whether the King’s Minifters 
were author!fed by the prerogative of the crown, 
to alienate from the date the American colonies. He 
averred that prerogative did not extend fo far — it 
gave no power to alienate territories not acquired 
by conqueft during the war ; at lead this was his 
mod ferious opinion. Then if it did not reft in pre­
rogative, he contended that the aft of lad feflion 
gave Minifters no authority adequate to fo important 
a mcafure : but he wilhed to have the opinion of the 
gentlemen of the gown ; and he called upon them 
to give the Houfe information on this moft important 
point. — He freely owned that he was adverfe to the 
terms of the peace -, he thought them highly in­

jurious
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jttrious to the intereft of the country, and infinitely 
worfe than we had any title to expeft.

Mr. Mansfield faid, that the queftion propofed by 
the honourable Baronet, was indeed of the greatell im­
portance, and it would not be prudent in any man to 
hazard a light opinion. The prerogative of the 
crown was allowed to go grear, and indeed unde­
fined lengths, as the circumflances of the (fate might 
require that rr.eafures fhould be taken for which there 
neither was precedent or authority. In all fuch in- 
ltances, however, the Iloufe would recoiled: that 
refponfiuility was placed in Minifters, and they were 
bound to Ihew whenever they ventured on any extra­
ordinary extenfion of the prerogative, that there was 
abfolute neceflity for fuch conduft. This he un- 
derftood to be the doftrine of the conftitution. But 
with refpeft to the prefent queflion ; whether the 
King’s Minifters were authprifed by the aft of laft 
feffion, to alienate'for ever the independence of Ame­
rica, he was free to acknowledge that he thought 
that aft gave them fufficient powers. It was clearly 
determined thereby, that it was the fenfc of Parlia­
ment, and Minifters were bound to aft up to what 
they underftood to be the fenfc of the legifiature.

Sir Francis Bajfiet fupported the amendment, and 
argued with energy againft the peace which had 
been formed.

Mr. James Grenville contended with equal Xvarmth, 
tliat the peace was >(uch as we might reafonably ex-

I peft
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peft in circumftances of unparallelled dejection. lie 
entered at length into the fituation of the country, 
in a comparifun with that of our adverfaries, and 
infilled /hat we had no right in fairnefs to complain 
of the conditions which our Minifiers had procured, 

Mr. box then rofe and took up the dtonfideratiun 
of the important fubjedt, at confiderable length.—- 
His fituation, he faid, on that day, was peculiarly 
delicate. — He was fuppofed to be gdluated by mo­
tives of perfonal pique, and of fetting up an oppofi- 
tion to the articles of the peace on grounds of envy? 
of jealoufy, and of ambition. Thofe who knew him 
belt would not impute to him fuch motives ; and for 
the opinion of thofe who believed every calumny 
that was propagated agaihft him, he had but little 
çoncern. This, however, was not the only delir 
cacy of his fituation. Allufions were made to for­
mer opinions which he had given, and afiertions he 
had made in circumftances different from the pre- 
fent ; and which indeed bore not the fmalleft refem- 
blance nor affinity. It was proclaimed, as an un- 
Snftferable argument againft every thing he could fay, 
— did you not fome months ago declare that almoft 
any peace would be good — would be definable — 
and that we muft have peace on any terms. If, fays 
Mr. Fox, I could fuffer myfelf for a moment to bç 
fio far led away by conceit, and to fancy myfelf 
a man of fo much importance as to excite the jea­
loufy of the Minifter — J might give ear to the re­

ports
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ports of the day — that every meafure which the Mi- 
niftci/ adopted — every plan which he formed — 
every opinion which he took. — and indeed every aét 
of his adminiftration, was calculated and defigned 
to embarrafs me. How well might I alcribe the pre- 
fent peace to this motive. You call for peace, fays 
the noble perlon— you urge the ncceflity of peace 
— you infill on peace — then peace you lhall have — 
but fuch a peace — that you {hall ficken at its very 
name. You call for peace — and I will give you 
a peace that (hall make you repent the longed day 
that you live, that ever you breathed a wifh for 
peace. I will give you a peace which (hall make 
you and all men with that the war had been conti­
nued, — a peace more calamitous — more dreadful, 
more ruinous than war could poflibly be > and the 
effeéls of which neither the drength, the credit, nor 
the commerce of the nation (hall be able to fupport. 
If this was the intention of the noble perfon, he had 
fucceeded to a miracle. His work had compleatly 
anfwered his purpofe, for never did I more fincereiy 
feel, nor more fincereiy lament any advice I ever 
gave in my life, than the advice of getting rid of the 
difadrous war in which the nation was involved. 
That the Minider might have other views it was 
very probable. That h^hnight think his fituation 
depended upon peace ; that he might think there 
was no other way of maintaining a disjointed fydem, 
and fixing himfeif in a feat, not gained by the purrd

I a
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means, nor fupported by the firmeft bottom, it was 
very poflible ; — ar.d it was alfo very probable that 
in his eager purfuit of this objedl, he had overfho 
the mark, and negledted 'to take the fteps which 
could alone fecure the end.

But it was objedted to him by a noble and learned 
lord, that he who had talked of having a peace in his 
pocket, and who had been fo confident in his decla­
rations that peace might certainly be obtained, ought 
to fliew that the peace which he projcdted was better 
than that which was procured. In anfwer to this he 
would inform the noble and learned lord, that he had 
never faid that he had a peace in his pocket. He 
had averred in his place in that Houfe, that there 
Were perfons in this country, empowered by the Con- 
grefs to treat of Peace with America. The fadt was 
fo : —They had made application to noble perfon*, 
friends of his, — to the Duke of Richmond, to Lord 
TCeppel, and to Lord John Cavendifh. They had 
authorifed him to mention the fadt in his place in that 
Houfe; and it turned out, as he had declared,— 
that there were perfons properly authorifed, and 
"anxious to treat of Peace. The noble and learned 
Lord called upon him to produce the peace which 
he had projedted. This was a very loud and found­
ing word ; but the learned Lord not being a Cabi­
net Minilter, is at liberty to hazard bold things, 
which if he was, he was pretty fure he would not do. 
Will âny one of the King's Miniftcrs, fays Mr. Fox, 
"give me the fame challenge ? Will they call upon me /

tti
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io produce my peace ? — I dare them to do it. I 
challenge them to do it. They know what it is, — 
they have it in the office : — If it is againft me, let 
them take the advantage of it, and hold me up as a 
man capable of advifing my Sovereign to make a 
worfe peace, if poffible, than the prefent.

I now rome, fays Mr. Fox, to take notice of the 
mo ft heinous charge of all. 1 am arraigned with 
having formed a junction with a noble perfon, whole 
principles 1 have been in the habit of oppofing for 
the laft feven years of my life. I do not think it at 
all incumbent upon me to make any anlwer to this 
charge : Firft, becaufe I do not think that the pcr- 
fons who have a Iked the queftion have any right to 
make the inquiry ; and fecondly, becaufe if any fudi 
jundtion was formed, I fee no ground for arraign­
ment in the matter. That any fuch alliance has ta­
ken place, I can by no means aver. That I ffiall 
have the honour of concurring with the noble Lord 
in the blue ribband on the prefent queftion was very 
certain; and if men of honour could meet on points 
of general national concern, he law no rcafon for 
calling fuch a meeting an unnatural jundlion. — It is 
neither wife nor noble ro keep up animofities for ever. 
— It is not juft nor candid to keep up animofity when 
the caufe of it is no more. It is not my nature to 
bear rrfalice, or to live in ill will. My friendfkjps 
are perpetual, — my enmities an? not fo.

“ Amici liafcmpitrrr.c, inir„icilia fixer,llies "
Idif-

/
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I difdain to keep alive in my bofom the enmities 
which may bear to men, when the caufe of thofe en­
mities is no more. When a man ceafes to be what he 
was, — when the opinions which made him obnoxi­
ous are changed, — he then is no more my enemy, 
but my friend. The American war was the caufe of 
the enmity between the noble Lord and me. The 
American war, and the American queftipn is at an 
end. The noble Lord has profited from fatal expe­
rience. While that fyftem was maintained, nothing 
could be more afunder than the noble Lord and I- 
But it is now no more ; and it is therefore wife and 
candid to put an end alfo to the ill wHl, the animofi- 
ty, the rancour, and the feuds which it occafioned. 
He was free to acknowledge that when he was the 
friend of the noble Lord in the blue ribband, he 
found him open and fincere : when he was the ene­
my, he found him honourable and manly* He never 
had reafon to fay of the noble Lord 1q the blue rib­
band, that he praétifed any of thofe little fubterfuges, 
tricks, and ftratagems which he had found in others: 
any of thofe behind-hand and paltry manoeuvres 
which deftroyed confidence between, and which de­
graded the character of a flatefman ar.d a man.

So much he faid for the charge which had been 
made by the learned Lord. He would have thought 
it more prudent in that learned perfon, before he had 
lavifhed his charges To freely, to rccolleét the place 
from which he fpoke ; and that he who was fo warm- 
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I y the friend of the noble Lord in the blue ribband, 
and, what was worfe, of the fyftem which he had 
purfued, was now as warmly the friend of a fyftem 
very different, and not lefs obnoxious.,. But the 
learned Lord informed the Houfe, that he would al­
ways fupport Government, provided that he ap­
proved of their principles. That he believed to be 
literally the cafe ; and that he might always fupport 
Governmenr, he had no doubt but he would take 
care conftantly to approve of their principles, what­
ever they might be, or whoever were the minifters.

It was alfo imputed to him, that he had when in 
office lowered this country before the States of Hol­
land in a very unbecoming manner, and that then 
there appeared none of thefe proud thoughts, nor 
that high expectation which he now expreffed. He 
had no deftre, he faid, to conceal what he had done 
with regard to the Dutch ; nor if he had fuch a de­
fire, would it be poffible for him to gratify it. The 
letter which he had written was public, and all the 
world knew what had been his fentiments : he was 
therefore ready to acknowledge, that as the Dutch 
were undoubtedly plunged into this war without a 
caufe, it was his idea that we ought to make them li­
beral offers of peace. Such offers were made : but 
they not only rejected them, but made fuch haughty 
demands, that the policy of the thing was changed ; 
and he and his friends nt> longer thought them infi­
lled to that favour and friendflrip which had been

honeftly
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honeftly proffered. Then they conceived that the 
States ought -to fuffer for their want of fri'endfhip ; 
and that as we had been great lofcrs by the wàr, wc
ought to look for recompence in the 
Trincomale, andy^ther objefts.

v '
This was clearly his idea (till -, and if it was

true, as it was rumoured, that the claim was to be 
abandoned, he fhould think nothing was wanting to 
make the prefent the mod dilaftrous and difgraceful 
peace, without exception,, that ever this country had 
made at any time. They talked of our prefent cir- 
cumftances, and referred to his language on a for­
mer occafion. Were our circumftances the fame

V

now that they were in the month of March laft ? 
Would any man of common fenfc and common ho- 
nefty fay, they were the fame or fimilar ? He averred, 
that that which would have been defirable then was 
not good now. Our ftate was mended. Our navy 
was much increafed ; that of the enemy was dimi- 
nilhed. Our force in the Wed Indies was greatly 
fuperior to theirs. The American war, the mill- 
done which hung about our necks, was gone ; we 
had victories of the mod brilliant kind — the nation 
had juft emerged from its dcjeâion ; had juft reco­
vered its high tone of thinking and adting; every 
profpedt was rich, and yet, juft in this moment of 
fair expectation and honeft hope, we are damned at 
once with a peace, which, perhaps, we (hall never 
be able to recover.

The
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The honourable gentleman now went into a regu­
lar examination of the feveral leading articles of the 
peace. The whole was done, he faid, upon the prin- 
c pie of conceffion. It was every where conceffion. 
If he wilhed to look for reciprocal advantages, no 
fuch thing was to be found. He faid, he would not 
follow the courfe of many of his friends, in going 
over minutely .the ground of the various ccffions 
which had been made ; but he declared upon his 
honour, that the terms were obnoxious in the ex­
treme ; and he pointed out a variety of the mod ex- 
ceptionable paflages, and laid his finger on the points 
which above others were ruinous and fatal to our 
commerce. He concluded with declaring his warm 
approbation of the amendment of his noble friend.

Mr. Chancellor Pitt made a very able fpeech in 
anfwer to the various arguments that had been ad­
duced agatnft the motion for the (addrefs to the 
Throne. He was pointedly fevere/again the va­
rious gentlemen who had fpoken againft the addrefs, 
and particularly againft Mr. Sheridan. No man ad­
mired more than he did the abilities of that right 
honourable gentleman, the elegant failles of his 
thought, the gay effufions of his fancy, his dramatic 
turns, and his epigrammatic points ; and if they were 
referved for the proper Jlage, they would no doubt 
receive what the honourable géntleman’s abilities al­
ways did receive, the plaudits of the(audience ; but 
this was not the proper theatre for the exhibition of
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thefe elegancies ; and he therefore muft beg leave to 
call the attention of the Houfe to the ferious con- 
fideration .of the very important queffion then before 
the Houfe.

The clamours excited againft the peace were loud 
in proportion to their injuftice ; and it was generally 
the cafe, that where men complained without caufe, 
they complained without temper. It was neceffary 
to look back, noewithftanding all that the honoura­
ble gentleman on the other fide of the way had faid, 
to the language of that Houfe, and to the fentiments 
of that Houle on this very fubjedh Had they forgot 
the refolutions of laft feflion, by which Minifters 
were bound to recognize the independence of Ame­
rica? Had they confidered, that that refolution, in 
which he for one rryft heartily concurred, took at 
the fame time from Minifters their advantage-ground 
in negotiation ; and depnved them of the opportu­
nity of propofingpindependence as a boon to be con­
ceded, as a matter to be offered as the price, or as 
the bafis of peace ? Had they forgot the application 
made by the right honourable gentleman over the 
way to the Dutch, an application couched jn terms 
to his feeling more degrading than any conceffion in 
the prefent peace ? Had they forgot the language of 
that day, when we were told, that we muft have 
peace on any terms — peace for a year, for a day — 
juft to give us a little breathing time? Were not 
thefe things to be remembered ? or wetc they to be
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told, that times and circumftances were fo complete­
ly changed, that what would hAve been defirable 

then, would not be fo now ? Were the circumftances 
fo materially changed ? Yes, they were ; for thefe 
opinions were given, and thefe aflertions made, when 
the right honouAble gentleman was in office, and 
when the talk of making peace was likely to fall 
on his own head. This was the change ; this was 
the material alteration of circumftances which had 
taken place, and which now called for different con­
ditions. The right honourable gentleman was no 
longer in place ; he was no longer rcfponfible for the 

terms, and therefore the circumftances were changed.
But to fhew that there was no other change of cir­

cumftances, he went into a long and particular de­
tail of the relative fituation of the belligerent powers, 
their ftrength, their refources, their wants, their ob­
jets, and their profpeâs, deducing from this the^i- 
ference, that it was abfolutely and indifpenfibly ne- 
ceffary for this country to have peace; and that pn- 
der. all the circumftances of the nation at the time, 
the terms which we had procured were fair and ad­
vantageous. That he might fhexv this to be the 
cafe, he examined the articles, and fpokc particular­
ly to the points which had been complained of— 
the boundaries of Canada, the fifhery of Newfound- - 
land, the ceffion of the Floridas, the abandonment 1 

of the Loyalifts, antf the other topics which had en­

gaged the attention of the Huufe. He concluded
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I

with recommending temper and moderation, and 
fpurning at all unfeafonablc and invidious fchemes uf 
oppofition, in a moment fo calamitous and alarming 
to the date. The unnatural alliance which it was 
reported had taken place, was undoubtedly 10 be rec­
koned among the wonders of the age. It was not 
cafy to reduce fuch an event to any common rule of 
judging of men, and went to a point of political 
a.noltacy, which not only aftooilhed fo young a man 
as he was, but apparently aflonilhed and confound­
ed the moft veteran obfervers of the human heart. 
He was exceffively fevcrc on this junction, and fpoke 
in. molt pointed terms of repre^ach.

Mr. Sheridan then rofe to an explanation, which 
having made, he took notice of that particular fort 
of pcrfon.ility which the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
^bought proper to introduce. He need not comment 
onit—i-tht propriety, thttajle, the gentlemanly point 
of it muft have been obvious to the Houfc. Hut, 
faid Mr. Sheridan, let me aflure the Right Hon. 
Gentleman, that I do now, and will at any time 
whery he choofes to repeat this fort of allufion, meet 
it with the moft fincere good humopr. Nay, I will 
fay more — Flattered and encouraged by the Right 
Hon, Gentleman's panegyric on my talents, it ever I 
again engage in the compofitions he alludes roi i foay 
he tempted to an aft of prelumption — to attempt 
an improvement on one of Ben Jolmfon's belt charac-* 
ters, the character of the Angry Boy in-ikçjîfcl 'f.I
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Mr. Lee fpokc with great earncftnefs againfl the 
terms of the peace, and declared upon his honour 
that jn his mind they beggared all the treaties that 
ever had exigence, in injury, and difgrace. With 
refped to the cefllon of territory — it was great and 
extenfive in every quarter of the world. Europe, 
Afia, Africa, and America, beheld the difmember- 
ment and dimunition of the Britilh Empire. But 
this aLrming and calamitous as it was, was nothing 
when put in competition with another of the crimes . 
of the prelent peace — the ceflion of men into the 
hands of their enemies, and delivering over to con­
futation, tyranny, refentment, and opprefiion, the 
unhappy men who trufted to our fair promifes, and 
deceit.*ul words. This was the great ground of his 
objedion ; and he called it a difgraceful, wicked, 
and treacherous peace ; inadequate to its objed, and 
iuch as no man could vote to be honourable without 
delivering his charader over to damnation for ever.

The Hen. Gentleman then adverted to what had 
been laid of a junction between the noble Lord in the 

y blue ribband and his honourable kkehd. Offucha 

jundion he knew nothing; he would only fay that 
if it had taken place •, if they had done more than 
met on this queftion — he faw no harm, and no 
ground for charge. He had not been in that Houfe 
while the noble Lord was purfuing his iyftem for the 
redudion of America; but he believed that all who 
kaiew him, knew that he reprobated that fyftem, that A
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he abhorred and condemned it as much as any man in 
this kingdom ; but was this a reafon for him to be 
the enemy of the noble Lord ? or to confound the 
man with the Minifter ? Undoubtedly not. He al- ' 
ways refpefted the private charaéter of the noble 
Lord. He believed him to be honed and manly in 
his dealings — that his thoughts were upright, and 
his hands were clean — and we have the belt proof, 
fays Mr. Lee, that this is the cafe, for if his charac­
ter had not been pure indeed, we Ihould not have 
frtntbe noble Lord attended by fo many ftiends when 
out of office. — He had obferved his condudt narrow-• 
ly, and he had fecn none of that (huffling left-handed 
dealing, which made him the determined enemy of 
another noble perfon. When he was to decide 
which of the two men to prefer — the noble I ,ord, 
or the Eari of Shelburne, — he could not hefitatc for 
one inftant ; bccaufe he could not hefitate for one 
inftant to prefer opennefsto concealment, and honefty 
to artifice. He fpokc in molt fevrre terms of the 
Minifter, and reprobated in the warmeft terms the 
whole of his fyftem.

The Hon. Mr. Norton faid, he underftood the 
Right Hor,. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to 
have, in a part of his fpeech exprefled an inclination 
to feparate the confideration of the European Treat ;e? 
from that with America, which being anfwered in the 
negative, Mr. Norton added, that under all the 
cfrcumftances, he was willing to approve of the two 

« fermer ;
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former ; but on account of the article relating to the 
l.oyalifts, he fejt it impofliblc to give his afient to 
the latter. ^X

Lord Frederick Campbell*ook fire at what Mr. I^ee 
had faid, and declared he came down to the Houfc 
unbiased, that he meant to vote honellly and 
fairly, and he meant to vote for the Addrefs ; 
but he would not bear to hear his character queltion- 
ed for fuch conduct.

The Attorney General rofe alfo extremely warm, 
and faid, be did not underftand fuch fwaggering lan­
guage. His character was as fair as his learned 
friend’s, and who fhould dare to fay, he damned 
his character by voting for the Addrefs.

Mr. Lee explained his meaning, and (hewed he had 
faid, thofe that voted the peace honourable endanger­
ed their characters, which he took to be fair parlia­
mentary language.

Mr. Rigby rofe to (till the troubled waters, and with 
a happy exercife of pleafantry, laid, he dcfired to 
apologize fur Mr. Lee as a young Member, for the 
unguarded manner in which he had delivered his 
opinion. Mr. Rigby called back the Houfc to the 
real queftions before them, termed the conjoined 
amendment an innocent lukewarm performance, and 
alfigned his rcafons for voting for the Addrefs, as 
originally moved.

Mr. Adam concluded the debate with calling to 
the recollection of the -Houfc, the proceedings held 
in general on the unification of treaties of peace.

Before
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Before the laft treaty, it was never pradii fed to take 
Preliminaries into conflderation ; parliament con­
ceiving that they had nothing to do with the fadt it- 
felf, and therefore they proceeded immediately againft 
Minifters. He gave his rcafons for voting againft 
the Addrefs.

At half paft feven o’clock in the morning the 
Houfe divided.

Ayes, for the Amendment - 224 < 
Noes - ------ 208

Majority againft Minifters - - - 16

A Comtmttee was then appointed to draw up the 
Addrefs, thus amendeded.

house



HOUSE of COMMONS.

FRIDAY, February 21, 1783.

G R D John Cavendilh having intimated fome
-LJ farther proposions on the Articles of Peace, 
the Houfe was amazingly crouded- The ordinary 
bufincfs was difcufl'ed, and about four o’clock,

Lord John Cavtndijh rofe to open the bufinefs of 
the day. He began with obfcrving,’ that, by fome 
unaccountable means it had been reported abroad, 
that the majority of that Houfe, on the divifion 
which took place, in confequence of the amendment 
he had propofed to the add refs on Monday lad, had 
abfolutely voted againjl the peace : fome perfons he 
made no doubt, might have had their views in pro­
pagating fuch a report, from which they expe&ed 
to derive fome advantages ; but a more groundfcfs 
report had never been fer.t forth into the world ; for 
his amendment dated, in the ftrongeft terms the Ert- 
glifli language could afford, that the Houfe, let 
their opinion of the peace be what it might, would

abide
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abide by the terms of it, and inviolably adhere to 
them. However, in order completely and effectually 
to deftroy every report to the contrary, and to defeat 
the defigns that fome men might with to anfwcr, 
by countenancing fuch a report, he had drawn up a 
refolution, which he would fubmit to the Houle, de­
claratory of the ftrongcft determination to maintain 
the peace. When the amendment which was pro- 
pofed on Monday la(t, had been adopted, he had it 
in contemplation to move for papers, on which he 
intended to move an enquiry ; but on re-confidera- 
tion, as no criminal proceeding was intended agiinlt 
the minifters ; as he did not wifh to condemn the 
peace, with a view to cenfure minifters ; as his only 
objeft was to fhew that the terms of that peace were 
lueh, that minifters deferved no compliment from 
Parliament or the nation for having made it : he 
did not fee any r.eceffity for moving for papers, as 
the Houfe had matters of public notoriety, on which 
they might ground their relolutions. — The relative 
fituation of affairs of this country, and of the belli­
gerent powers, was a ground which would fupport 
him in declaring, that he thought the peace inade­
quate to what we had a right to expeft : every part 
of the three treaties was marked with concédions, 
which were the more mortifying, as we were in a 
fituation to have refilled them. — To France, mi­
nifters had given away Goree and Senegal in Africa ; 
Tobago and St. Lucia in the Weft-Indies ; Miquelon

and



( 75 )

and St. Pierre, together w ith the right of fifhing on 
the coaft of Newfoundland, and curing their filh on 
a greatly enlarged extent of fhore ; and in the Faft- 
Indies, their former pofjjdtions were to be reftored 
and enlarged. To Spain, Minorca and the two 
Floridas were ceded ; and to America, not only in­
dependence was given, but in immenfe trad of 
land belonging to the province of Canada : to the 
Dutch he underdoed we were to redore every feule­
ment of theirs now in our poffcfTion ; fo that, in 
fad, we had fcarccly done any thing but make con­
cédions to our different enemies ; and this at a time, 
when in confequence of Lord Rodney’s vidory, Ad­
miral Pigot was at the head of near forty-two fail 
of the line, and confequently of the dominion of the 
feas in the Weft-Indies and America, where the 
French had not above feventeen line of battle (hips. 
The relief of Gibraltar had proved to adminiftration 
that we were able to defend our coatts from infulr, 
proted our trade and fortreffes, and meet the united 
fleets pf France and Spain. It had been urged, 
that our finances were in a bad condition : It was 
true; but miniflersv ought not to have attended 
folcly to the date of their own finances ; they fhould 
have taken into the fcalc the condition of the finances 
of the enemy, which they would have found fuch, 
as would have deterred the minifters of the different 
belligerent powers from reducing us to the defperate 
alternative of accepting a difhonourable peace, or re-

L 2 folving
\



( 76 )

tolving to profecute the war, which latter mcafure 
our naval fuperiority in every quarter of the world 
might potfibly have tempted us to adopt. He faid, 
in every part of the world', but perhaps this alfertion 
might be combated with refpedt to the Eaft-Indies. 
However, when he confulered the confequences of 
the lait engagement in that quarter, and the number 
of the fliips that were on their way to India, he 
would maintain, that if we had not a fuperiority 
there, we had fomething fo very like it, that we 
had nothing to apprehend fronvfhe attempts of the 
French in that quarter. — With all thefc objedts bc- 
fore*his ex es, he had drawn five propofitions, which 
he would read to the Houle : —

•Firlt Refolutiun,— Refolvcd, “ That in confide- 
“ ration of the public faith which ought to be pre- 
“ ferved inviolate, this Houfe will fupport his Ma- 
“ jetty in rendering firm and permanent the peace 
“ to be concluded definitively, in confequcnce of 
“ the Provifiotfal Treaty and Preliminary Articles, 
“ w hich have been laidTicfore the Houtc.”

Second, — “ That this Houle will, in concurrence 
“ with his Majefty Vpaternal regard for his people, 
“ employ its belt endeavours to improve the blef- 
“ fings of peace, to the advantage ot his crown and 
“ fubjedts.” \

Third, — “ That his Majctty, in acknowledg- 
“ ing thqh independence ct the United of
“ America, by virtue ol the powers vetted j^nini

“ by

V.,
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« by the act of the laft fvfilon of Parliament, to en- 
“ able his Majcfiy to conclude a peace or truce with 
“ certain colonies in North-America, has a&ed as 
“ the circumfiances of affairs Indifpcnfibly required, 
“ and in conformity to the fenfe of Parliament.”

Fourth, — “ That the conceffions made to the 
“ adverl'aries of Great-Britain, by the faid Frovifional 
“ Treaty and Preliminary Articles, ard greater than 
“ they were entitled to, either from the actual fitu • 
“ ation of their relpedtive poffcfllons, or from their 
“ comparative ftrength."

Fifth, — “ That this Houfe do feel the regard due 
“ from this nation to every defeription of men, 
« who, With the rifque of their lives, and the facri- 
“ /Ice of their property, have diftinguilhed their 
“ loyalty, and been confpicuous for their fidelity 
“ during a long and calamitous war ; and to allure 
“ his Majefty, that they fhall take every proper 
“ method to relieve them which the fiate of the cir- 
“ cumfiances of this country will permit.”

He concluded with moving the firff.
The honourable St. Ar.dte.v St- John feconded the 

motions.
The.honourable Keith Stewart faid, the conduct of 

minifters had been condemned by the noble Lord, 
on account of the great fuperiority of our navy in 
the Weft-Indies ; nqy he could affure the Houle, 
front good authority, that the combined fleets in 
Cadizharbour amounted to fixty fail of the line,

all
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al! deftined for the Weft Indies, our boafted fupe-
rioiity could not be for any long coptinuancc.

In the Ealt Indies, it was true, on the arrival of - 
Sir Richard Hickerton, we (hould have been able to 
have flood again(l the enemy ; but when thofc (hips 
arrived which France intended, and was preparing 
to fend, we (hould then be much inferior to them. 
As to our fleet at home, it laft year would have 
been greatly inadequate to our own defence, were it 
not for the diflentions in Holland, which were carried 
to a much greater height than even in this country. 
Our Baltic fleet was faved only by the diflentions that 
reigned in the Dutch fleet, which kept them inactive 
the whole year, and gave Lord Howe the opportunity 
of relieving Gibraltar: but was it reafonable to fup- 
pofe that our fucccfs (hould continue always ? or that 
the fame caufe that preferved us laft campaign (hould 
exift ftill? Gentlemen (hould corifider the danger 
this country muft inevitably run this lummer. If the 
war had been continued, the Dutch would certainly 
have exerted their force againft us ; by that time they 
would have fifty-five two deckers fit for fca, which 
added to the combined fleets of France and Spain, 
muft have inevitably ruined us.

Mr. Secretary Tovanjhcnd exprefled his furprize that 
after the Houfe had been led to expect a ferious en­
quiry into the different articles of the peace; after 
they had been taught to believe that the addrefs moved 
lor on Monday Lilt had bten modified for no other

4
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purpofe than that of affording gentlemen time to con- 
fidcr maturely, and weigh with attention and delibe­
ration, every part of the different treaties, the noble 
Lord (hould now call upon the Houfe ro condemn 
without confideration, what he could not approve, 
becaufc he had not confidered it : if enquiry (hould 
neceffarily precede approbation ; with much more 
reafon ought it to precede cenfure ; he was therefore 
really furprifed that the noble Lord fhould have afted 
the part which he then appeared in.—As to the firll 
propofition, it was certainly fuch as rqet his warnieft 
approbation ; it was rot only proper, but, in his 
opinion, abfolutely neceflary at a time when reports 
were circulating, that thr,Houfe of Commons difap- 
proved of the peace. The noble Lord faid^ that he 
meant to maintain the peace ; but he muff give him 
leave to think, that the confequence of his amend­
ment on Monday, and his 4th refolution this day, 
if carried, would tend much more to (hake than 
confirm it. With refpeft to the fécond and third refo- 
lutions he woul^-not oppofe them ; the fécond indeed, 
did not appear to him very confident with the con­
duct of thofe who patronized the amendment, and 
condemned the peace : for to improve the bltjftn^s of 
a peace, which they called difgraceful, difhonourable, 
ruinous, was to fuppofe that mini and dilh^nour were 
bleflings : to the third refolutian he could have no 
obje&ion ; the nation at large had panted for the end 
of the American war, v ch could not be attained

tut
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but by a recognition of the independence of the colo­
nies ; and that independence his Majeity was jrflti- 
fied in recognizing by an exprefs aft of Parliament : 
the fourth refolution, which condemned the peace in 
direft terms, he was determined to meet fairly, and 
have it determined cither in the affirmative or nega­
tive : for he would not endeavour to evade a dccifion 
by any parliamentaay trick or artifice ; as to the laft 
refolution relative to the lovalifts he was of opinion, 
to fay the leaft of it, that it was premature ; and 
therefore he would pfc|t the previous queftion upon it. 

‘After having faid thus much, he obferved, that from 
the knowledge he had of the unlhaken integrity and 
honour of the noSle Lord, who had moved one of the 
propofitions, and was about to move the others, he 
was convinced it was not in his nature to aft uncan- 
didly by any man ; but he might be led away k>y that 
refpeft, which he entertained for others, who knew 
how to choofe their man wheel they wanted to have 
any thing done, that was not of itfelf evidently 
right ; for they were aware that the meft candid man 
in the nation was the moft fit perfon to make the 
Houfe think, that the mealure propofed was not un- 
candid.

Sit- Peter Burrell reprobated the Preliminary and 
Provifional Treaties, as the grofleft infult that any 
Minifters had ever dared to offer to a rational Houle 
of Parliament. They were everf way inadequate to 
the juft expectations of the country, infinitely worfe,

he
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he faid, than the Treaty of Utrecht, and a lading dif- 
grace to the national character. The ctflioni made 
to France and Spain he declared unjuftifiablc, on 
any plea, that could be faid to have exiftence ; and 
as to the Treaty with the United States of America, 
Minilters hadaffcfted tocheat the nation, by a pretended 
intention of making reciprocity and mutual advantage 

r its bafis, and that the prevention of quarrels and dif- 
putes vveie main objeds of it; but, for fear the na­
tion fhould be deluded into thefe ideas by a perufal 
of the preamble and the firft article, the very next 
(hewed the palpable falfehood of the pretences, and 
put the matter out of all doubt. By the firfl article 
it was faid, it was intended that no difputes (hould 
arife, whereas in the very next article feeds of cndlcfs 
difputes were fown. He went on to fay, that vvhere- 
ever fo much as a (hade of reciprocity was difeo- 
verable, it was inftantly darkened by fome ceflion or 
unjuft grant. H% inftanced the mifehevious allow­
ance to the Americans to filh on the banks of New­
foundland, and the fhallow affectation of faying, this 
was not a material grant, bccaufe in the fame article, 
they were not allowed to dry or cure the fifh. He 
(hewed that the Americans by the Preliminary 
Treaty were allowed to catch fifh, that the French 
by having their ("pace of the Banks changed from the 
Weftern to the Pattern fide, were enabled to dry and 
ure the fifh for the Americans, and that as the French 

would undoubtedly demolifh the fortifications and
M works
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works they had ereâed on the fpot, and within the 
limits formerly allotted them to filh upon, the whole 
fiflicry would be ruined. He proceeded to the con- 
fiderations of other points in the Treaties, and parti­
cularly dwelt on thefixteenth article of the Prelimi­
naries with France, which, he faid, was the molt 
egregious piece of nonfenfe ever thrown upon paper, 
and much worfc than the famous double creed of t^e 
Jefuits ; that would only admit of two interpretations, 
whereas the lixteenth article would admit of twenty : 
indeed it was calculated to pleafe and farisfy every 
reader -, for it was fo drawn, that it would bear any 
interpretation ; and each man who read it, might 
explain it his own way, as the Houfc had heard on 
Monday laft from very high authority. It was faid 
that better terms could not have been procured ; that 
the neceflity for peace was urgent, the means to carry 
on the war, fmall and few. Be it fo. Would Minif- 
ters have dared to fign worfe terms? Had France de­
manded the reft of our Weft India Ifiands ? Had 
Spain infilled on Gibraltar and, Jamaica ? Had the 
United States of America required that the poor 
•abandoned Loyalifts fhould be lent back to fiie for 
mercy with halters about their necks ; and America 
claimed Canada ?. Would they have granted them 
thole conditions ? Was it owing to the forbearance 
of France, the humility of Spain, or the mildnefs of 
America, that thefe terms were not demanded ? No, 
itarole from the Houfc of Bourbon’» knowledge that

■! X ,h'
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the nation would never bear the impefition of luth 
conditions. They faw they had a weak and impo­
tent Miniltry to deal with, but their own policy and 
kecn-fightednefs would not let them go farther than 
they had ventured.

Sir Cecil Wray faid, he expefled that the papers 
relative to the inllrutiions given to Mr. Ofxvald, re- 
fpeâing the Loyalifts, would have been moved for, 
according to the notice given fume days ago by the 
noble Lord who brought forward the propofition ; 
but as they had not been produced, he could not 
poflibly vote upon the fourth propofition, which re­
lated to the Loyalills. He faid he deplored the Hate ^ 
of the country, which feemed deftintd to be for ever 
torn in pieces by parties in that Houle. Not that he 
blamed gentlemen of great abilities and great con­
nexion, tor being ambitious of obtaining power. 
Such men could bell ferve their country, in high and 
refponfible fuuations, and were wife in aiming at 
their attainment. The perfons he blamed moll in 
that Houfe, were the country gentlemen,, who lent 
their ftrength to every new party, and, by that, kept 
the country in a perpetual change of adminiltration, 
without its ever having the benefit of a folid and 
firm government. He was an enemy to the Treaty 
of Peace, (as far as he was able to judge of it) not 
merely on account of the cédions that wefe made, 
but becaufe we had not made greater. Since .the fur 
trade was given, why was not Quebec ceded too >

\ M 2 He
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He faw no realon for this country’s fuflaining the 
burthen of the expen.e ot keeping it, fince the other 
cédions made it of no value to us. Another poflll- 
fion likewife, to talk of giving up which he knew 
was unpopular, he would ncverthclefs mention. He 
meant Gibraltar, which was not worth ^ halfpenny 
to us, and yet to keep it would coft the nation at 
lead fix hundred thouland pounds, equal to one 
flulling in the pound up >n the land tax. 1 Ie did not 
mean that it (hould be given away, but it might have 
been bargained for, and have fetched its price. For 
thele realons he did not approve of the peace, but till 
he had feen the papers that would prove the prefrnt 
terms inadequate, necould not vote for tlie motion then 
under confutation. Sir Cecil went on to lay, that 
becaufe he had voted with his honourable friend on a 
public ground on Monday, he did not hold himfclf 
bound to vote fur a new Admindtration. Nor would 
he ever, let the perlbnal c-nleqivnce be wdiatit might 
to himfclf, vote) fur an admmiltr.vion of which the 
noble Lord in tpe blue ribband was to make a part; 
becaufe he confuted that noble Lord’s adminiftra-
tion as the caufe of i ll our calamities. How his
condiments would approve of Inch conduft, he knew 
not ; but if they did not approve it, he would fçrve 
them faithfully to the end of the felTion, and they 
Ynight then cleft another rep ref- ntative.

Sir Horace Mann was very fevere ^igainft the arti­
cles of peace. He faid, he had always afted inde­
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noble Lord in the blue ribband whenever he thought
had fortnorted 

him right, and oppofed him whenever he thought 
him wrong. Sir Horace declared, he was firmly 
perluailetl that Lord John Cavrndifh afted from him- 
fclt ; he argued, that the finances of Fiance and 
Spain were to the full as bad as etui s. Gibraltar, he 
infilled, had, during the lalt war, proved of infinite 
uie to this country, by being a continual drain of 
men and trealure upon Spain. The conduit of Mi­
ni Iters to the Loyalifts, he confidcrcd as an infiance 
of the higheft b^barity and ingratitude ; fincc no adt 
could pofiibly be more cruel, than abandoning them 
to the mercy of irritated men, whom they had long, 
from their attachment to thi , oppofrd asi

enemies. Our adverfaries, he faid, ■ had dictated * 
throughout the whole epurfe of the negotiation : 
and we had conducted ourfelves, not only as if the 
nation wanted rcfources, but as if it were deflitute of 
honour. Our honour, however, was not yet gone ; 
as an illuftration of which afiertion, he produced 
Lord Rodney’s viltory. lie concluded with obfer- 
ving, that the peace mult lowei^us in the eyes of 
all Europe, and that it could not be too feverely 
execrated.,

A loofe and defultory convention next took place
upon the point, whether the firlt propofition fhould 
be put and carried, as there was no objection to it* 
or the debate upon the five propofitions be taken at

once.
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once. In this convcrfation, the Speaker,. Mr. Se­
cretary Townjbend-, Mr. D. Hartley, Colonel 0>:jl,ic, 
Lord Ncrtb, and Sir Richard Sutton took part. At 
length it was agreed to put c.:ch mo:ion fcparatcly ; 
and the firft and fécond refol ut ion» were rcfpcdively 
put and carried nemme ccntradicentc. 1 he tnird pro - 
pofition declaring that his \ ajelty in rccognifmg the 
independence of America, in the prefent dreum- 
ftanccs of affairs, had aded by viituc of the powers 
vefted in hitVi, and conformably to the fcnl'e of Par­
liament, was now pur.

Lord Newhaven faid he was a Oranger to the 
powers by which his Majefty was faid in this refolu- 
tion to have aded ; for he did not conceive that he 
had received any fuch powers from the aft of Par­
liament parted laft fertiun -, and he was as yet to 
learn that by virtue of his royal prerogative, he 
could difmember the Empire.

Sir William Dolhen knew not how the King became 
vefted with powers to declare his American fimjeds 
independent ; certain he was that net fuch power was 
given by the ad of laft feflion, which he ought to 
tinderftand, as he had feconded the motion! for leave 
to bring it in : in that ad a power was granted to • 
the King to fu/fend fuch laws as he fhould find to 
ftand in the way of peace ; now to fujpend a law is 
not to repeal it -, and as the laws which the King was 
empowered to fufpend, were fuch as had been made 
for the regulation of commerce, &c. with a fuhjeft,.

not
1
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not a fovereign people -, fo of courfe, it was very na­
tural that the idea of Jufpenfion fhould include the idea 
of a removal of the ftifpcnfion, when of courlj the 
Americans were to come once more under the domi­
nion of thofc laws, "and confcquently to become fuB*
jedts ; and therefore he mu ft contend, that the adt of 
lift feflion did "not give the King a power to alienate 
the dominions of his crown, and declare the inhabi­
tants independent; and indeed it would be fingular, 
that an adl for empowering the King to declare Ame­
rica independent, fhould not fo much as mention the 
word independence.

Mr. Wallace replied. He admitted that he knew 
of no prerogative of the Crown, which gave his 
Majefty a power to alienate his dominions, difmem- 
ber his empire, and declare his fubjedts free from al­
legiance to him, and obedience to his laws : but at 
the fame time he was as ready to maintain, that,the 
power of recognizing the independence of America 
was fully and amply vefted in the Crown, by the adt 
which he had the honour to bring in laft year ; and 
the argument drawn by the honourable Baronet from 
the power to fufpend laws, made nothing againft the 
right bf the Crown to declare America independent. 
Arfd he muft declare, that in framing the bill, he in­
tended to enable the Crown by any means to put an 
end to the war in America ; and therefore it was, 
that he had called the bill, A Bill to enable his Ma- 
jefty to make -â Peace or Truce with America. In

the
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the firft place, the.idra of making a peace or truce 
with any people, neccflurily includes this other idc a 
that the people with whom a peace is made,, is a fo 
vercign jVeople ; for a Sovereign cannot make a 
peace or truce with his fubjcCts : hence it was clear, 
from the vetj f tic of the act, that the objedd of it 
was to grant independence to America. But the ho­
nourable member had laid, that the word indepen­
dence was not f > much as mentioned in the add j 
this was very true : and though in bringing in the 
bill, it was his intention to empower the Crown to 
acknowledge the independence, (till he had purpofe- 
ly emitted the word independence -, bccaule if it had 
been in the adt, the Crown mud have added in con­
formity to it ; and independence being once men­
tioned in the act, it would be impoffible to treat af­
terwards upon any other principle than that of inde­
pendence > but as it was poffiblc that a truce, not a 
peace, might have been concluded, it became neccf- 
fary to (peak e*"fujf ending adts of Parliament, inltcad 
of repealing them, naturally involving the idea of a 
revival of hoftilities, and confequently it was^cef- 
fary there rtiould be a power to fufpend or repeal, 
juft as the occafmn (hould offer : bht that the ho­
nourable Baronet (hould not entertain Vsdoubr, but 
that the right-tor power of acknowledging the inde­
pendence was vcfttd in the King by that acb, he beg­
ged he would recolledt, that the acd ftared^that tins 
power (hould be veiled in the Crovyb an f law, sJla-

tute
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tut?, matter, or thing to the contrary, notixithfiand-
mg.

Sir IV. D 'Iben declared, that» he" was fo unfortu­
nate as not to be convinced by lire arguments of the 
learned gentleman. So great a power at that of free­
ing millions of lubjetis from their allegiance, ought 
not, and could not be veiled by implication or con- 
flrudtion of law ; anil he confefied, that he was not 
poficilcd of fufficient forefight, or rather fécond light, 
to be able to difeover in an act of Parliament, in 
which there was not a word of independence, a power 
to acknowledge the independence ot America.

Thfc Attorney Genera! laid, the honourable member 
was, perhaps, of that difpofition that no arguments 
could convince him. — 1 le was balled to order bv

Sir Francis Baffct, who cxprcfTcd his furprife that 
any member Ihould dare to tell another, that no ar­
guments could convince him.

The Attorney General proceeded. Me ft id, there 
were perlons in the world whom no arguments 
could convince : he infilled that the aft of Parliament 
alluded to veiled in the King the moll ablolVite power 
to acknowledge -the American independence ; but 
he differed at the fame time from the learned gentle­
man on the queilion of prerogative ; tor he would 
readily meet any lawyer on the fubjecl, and undertake 

•"to prove, that, by virtue of the royal prerogative1, 
the King could have declared America independent.

Mr. Lee, in oppofition to the doftrine of the At­
torney General, laid it down as a principle of law,

N
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that the Jfing could not declare his fubjcdts free from 
their allegiance, and difmemhrr the empire : but he 
admitted at the fame time, that the adt ui Pa: lu rent 
alluded to, fupplied the dettdh in the ro.al preroga­
tive, and gave his Majcity a power which he did 
not poffels before. „y

Sir Addin lergrfon agreed that the a<fl of Parliament 
gave the King full power to recognife the indepen­
dence of America ; but lie maintained, that the pow­
er was not carried a ftep farther by that ad ? and 
therefore he mult look upon Mmillers as criminal, 
who had advifed his Majetly to go b.yoru)\this pow­

er i and not contented with iccogniting the liiucpcn- 
dence of the thirteen colonies, hau mdvihru their royal 
matter to cede to the Americans, and Wilarc inde­
pendent, an immenfe tradt of laud, which belonged 
not to the thirteen colonies, but to the province of 
Canada.

The Solicitor General begged the honourable Ba­
ronet would recoiled, that the ditficulti Parted by 
him was not within the coinpals ul the motion,' for 
it related limply and fulely to the independence of the 
thirteen colonies.

Lord Nerto agreed with Mr. Wallace, that the 
objedt of the adt which had been the .object of dif- 
culTion, was certainly to grant independence to Ame­
rica, though the word independence, for obvious 
reafons, had been defignedlv omitted.

Governor Job.ijhne, in order to prevent future 
minions of the Crown from drawing down the recog­
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nition of Americany independence, as A precedent in
fupport of an un'M'un led and unconnirutiunal pre­
rogative of the Sovereign, moved,'that after the * 

, p users vejte.i by his Jlfrjrjly, he added, by ail 
of Parliament ; in order to fhcw, that it was not by 
virtue of his prerogative, but under the authority ot 
an ai‘t ot Parliament, that his Majefty had declared 
America independent. This amendment was recei­
ved ; and the third refolution, thus amended, parted 
without oppofttion.

Lord John Cavendijh then moved the fourth refo- 
lution.

Mr. Powys rofe to oppofe the motions he won­
dered that an enquiry was not inrtituted: be did not 
fay that it was a good peace ; he believed there 
were concertions in it which ought not, and need 
not to have been made ; hut (till, taking the good 
and the bad together, he liked the peace, and than­
ked the Miniftry who made it ; not becaufe it was 
a good peace, but becaufe he had broke the confe­
deracy which had nearly mined us. He was afraid 
that the refolutions of the Houfe would fhake the 
peace ; and that this would he attended with the molt 
difagreeable confcquenccs ; for it was poflible, nay , 
it was probable, that the idea would reach the Con­
tinent, that the Parliament difapproved of the peace; 
in that cafe the confederates would Rill remain ar­
med ; and while they remained armed, we could not 
difarm ; fo that we fhould he at the expence of fup- 
porting our war cRablnhments without a.war. He

N i willed



wilhed the foreign Courts knew that the conteft here 
was not about breaking the peace, but merely to 
determine who fhonld be Minilicr: if the queftion 
was fimply, whctiier the prefent Firft Lord of the 
Trcalury fhould remain in office or not, he was of 
opinion, that queftion was decided on Tucfday mor­
ning, when that noble Lord got a pretty broad 
hint, that he M as not popular enough to fupport 
an Adminiftration. 1 le then adverted to the coali­
tion between l ord North and Mr. Fox, and their 
friends -, lie fa d it might be necellary there fhould 
be fome alloy in the coin, but gentlemen fhould take 
care how they debated it ; there were iometime laft 
fummer, fomething like a fterling principle, which 
formed the bafis of Adminiftration ; he Ihould be 
forry to fee its lultre tarnifhed by a diigractful coa­
lition.

Lord John Cavettdifo faid, the honourable mem­
ber’s wit had outrun his judgment: he then entered 
upon a defence of his friends, and an explanation of 
their l'yftem. Amo the luppofed coalition, he beg­
ged that Gentleman would recolledt the ftate of af­
fairs in the year 1757, when this country was torn 
with parties infinitely more than it had been within 
the laft five years, infomuch lb indeed, that there 
was not an Adminiftration in the kingdom during fo 
long a period as eight months ; at length the necef- 
fity of the public affaira made men begin to forget 
parties ; they were brought into good humour by 
long refiftancc; they 'became united at laft; and

out
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out of five different parties was found an Admi- 
niltration that carried the glory of the country to 
the greatelt height ; and he was convinced that the ^ 
country could not be prolperous till all the Houfe " 
fliould (hake hand*, and unite cordially for the good 
ot the community.

Mr. li ilbrakam Ball: declared, that before he was 
a member of the Houfe, and while he attended as 
a (franger in the gallery, lie had feen fo much of 
party, that he refulvcd, even then, never to belong 
to a party, and he never had (ince attended a meeting 
of Members, where a word had been dropt tending 
to perfuade gentlemen to give up their own opi­
nions, and implicitly follow the leaders of a party : 
after having premiicd this, he freely declared him- 
felf to be diliatisfied with the peace, though he was 
willing to abide by it; but above all he muff fay, 
that his heart bled for the Loyalifts, not becaufe they 
had fupported this party or that party ; not becaule 
he was a friend to this party or that party ; but be­
caufe he himfclf was a man, and therefore could not 
but feel mod fcnfibly for men in dill re Is ; and the 
more fo when he reflected that they had been brought 
into that d iff refs for having been friends to Great 
Britain.

Sir Edward Ajlley was willing to abide by the 
peace, and to vote again ft the refolution : lie in­
veighed againft Lord North's adminiftration, but if 
poffible, (till more agaiiid thole who were forming a 
junction with them.

Mr.
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Mr. AUcàonaU rofv, and in very flrong and inic­
hions arguments opjiofed the relolution. But he firft 

„ began by complimenting the noble Lord, who had 
moved theie lèverai refolutions. His (train ot com­
pliment was fuch, that he appeared to have been, 
at firft, rheir advocate. He laid, that he wondered 
how the idea could have arifen, that the noble Lord 
could have brought forward any motions, in which 
his head and heart were not agreed. Was not the 
name of the noble Lord ufed proverbially for integ­
rity and ability ? He' was certain that the noble 
Lord would never bring forward any motion but 
what was agreeable to his ideas, and confiftenk with 
the honour and intereft of his country. This was 
iufficient to induce him to give the vote his hearty 
concurrence, were it not fur the following reafons : 
he thought that, by giving this refolution his vote, 
that it Would be dangerous to the real welfare of 
the country, lie thought that it would be demon- 
ftrating to the powers of France and Spain, that 
we were inimical to the peace; that We Ihould ex­
cite their relentment, and rouie their preparations for 
another war. It was upon this principle that he 
confulvred the motion could not have but the mod 
deftrudlivc and alarming tendency. It was convin­
cing France and Spain, that vve did not approve of 
the peace ; and thar, confequently, on the firft occa- 
fion, a new war would he commenced. This idea 
would even be an incitement to them of not lulnling

the



the ratification. He confident-fl that this pence had 
its advantages, if it were only that of tlisj lining the 
interefts and combinations of the belligerent powers. 
But he thought there was no poiiibility of obtaining 
even a peace upon other terms ; and therefore he 
fhould give his difapprobatiun of this part of the 
motion.

Mr. Fox rofe, and began wirh obferving that he 
fhould not long detain the attention of the Hou’fc -, 
but mat fome points had fallen from fume honou­
rable Gentlemen, to which he could not longer delay 
his defire of making a reply. Yet he wiihed that 
he could have delayed his obfervations, until he had 
heard farther the frrife of the Houle, which might 
probably have enabled him to have given them a 
proper and ample difeufiion in the courfc of the ar­
guments he was going to offer. He fa;d that he was 
not a little hurt to find that thofe Gentlemen with 
whom he he had been in the habtrs of fricndfbip, 
connexion, and fyftem, now dekrting the principles 
the) had formerly picferved. He was very furry to 
find that an honourable Gentleman (Sir Cecil Wray) 
for whom he ha.i the molt lincerc and cordial friend- 
fhip, fo far rmflake the principle of the motion of 
his noble friend, as tu lee it neccffarv to fuund the 
alarm of independent), and to quit that cable of 
principle which he thought was fufficiently ftrong to 
have held the Geiukman’s confidence. He was at 
a lofs to conceive fr&m whence this behaviour of his

honourable
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honourable friend's could have arifen. However, 
he fhould not condemn his principle, although he 
might lament the lot's,o/ his approbation. For he 
was allured of the propriety of his intention, though 
he might not approve of the neceffity of his con­
duct in this particular.

An honourable gentleman on the oppofite fide of 
the houfe (Mr. Powys) had thought proper to cenfure 
a coalition of parties in a former debate. Indeed, he 
had even mentioned them in the prefent. But he 
irufted that there was no room for i cenfure of a co­
alition of parties, which lud only exifted from the 
neceflitics of that Houle to rcfilt| a fyftem which had 
proved the deflruiftion of every confidence and inter- 
elt the Houfe had trultud in them. He had to 
mention fome circurr (tances which had reflected very 

^materially on the condudt of a noble Lord, who had 
been the immediate ci ufe and prefervation of thofe 
from whom the cenfure had originated. But he 
fhould pafs over this, to confider of an accufation 
which had been made on the "conduct of a noble 
Lord, (Lord Kcppel.) It was laid, that during his 
adminiftration, that the navy was not in a proper and 
adequate fituation for the fervice. How far this 
was founded in juftice or nCCeffity, he fhould ob- 
ferve, not from the adtual fituation themfelves, but 
from the relative fituation of thofe with whom 'they 
were to encounter. For it could by no means be a 
proper mode of argument, to condemn his conduct

from
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from this fhip being foul, the other being unequip­
ped,— but iroin the relative fituation of the whole, 
to the fcrvice for which they were intended. He, 
therefore, called upon any perfon to produce ,an in- 
II a nee, not to hazard an accufation. He wrthed to 
know' in what the fleet had been found deficient to 
the fcrvice for which they were required. It was, 
he was allured, fo much on the contrary, that France, 
in tiie Lit year, had lolt thirteen fhips in their gene­
ral quantity, and that we had encreafed feventeen in 
the courfc of lilt year. He was happy to have thif 
opportunity of bearing teftimony of the conduct of a 
gentleman who had been molt illiberally treated by 

1 thofc who were under the greateft obligations of 
gratitude to his fervices. He calls upon any one 
gentleman in the Houle to contradift this aflertion. 
It was eafy to give general cenfure, but as difficult to 
corroborate this general ccnfure by fpecific evidence. 
The honourable gentleman then proceded to obferve, 
that on the prima facia of the peace, there could not 
be a doubt of i,lie Preliminaries and Provilional Treaty 
being inadequate to the relative lituation of this king­
dom with France and Spain. XVc had given Ameri­
ca the poflclfion of our fiiheries, when it was con- 
fidered relatively with what we had ceded to
F'rance.------We had given Taft Florida for no re-
compvnce. We had given Sc. Lucia to France for 
the rt flotation of three inlands that could bear no 
fort of advantage to us that was competent to the.

O advantage
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advantage France would derive from ilie poffeflion 
of St. Lucia. l ie then went into the confid ration 
of uti pojjidetis, in which,he clearly, ingenioufly, and 
with great precifion, demonftrated the difference of 
the principle of the uti fn/Jidetis and the principle/ 
of the general reflitution. In this he drew a line, 
wherein he demondrated that the conduct of the 
Minidry had loft even the advantages of both* 
the principles. Had the utipojfuletis been ubferved, 
France would not have had the eedion of the New­
foundland filhery ; nor would they have had a foot 
in the Eaft Indies. On the other hand, he made the 
lame application*as a general reftitution. He then 
adverted to the conduft of the late fyftem to which 
he had always adhered. And to thi^ refleftion he 
was called upon by what had fallen from an h^f 
nourable gentleman (Mr. -Powys) ; he had refleflca 
upon his own conduft ; he had reviewed not only 
his conduft, but the connexion which had re- 

.rulatad this conduft; for he was free to own, that 
‘he had ambition ; that lie had a define of poffeffmg 
an office of political and public fervice. However 
he might have been defirous of this fituation, he 
rrufted that it was not without ability and integrity to 
render its poffelfion worthy of the emolument and the 
confidence of the nation. But left that he (hnuldnot 
have been able to controul the perverfity of human 
nature, he had taken care to have conneftcd himfelf 
w ith gehtlemen of known charafter and probity. He 
had taken care to have connefted himfelf with men

of
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of the fiifl character and ability, by which his tenften-

I

cy to error might be corrcftcd and reflrained. It 
was thus that only human nature could counteract 
the evil tendency of their warped judgments, and 
prejudiced difpofitions. In this fituation he acknow­
ledged he had found himfelf happy in a retrofpeft of 
his conduct, by which he contemplated himfelf as an 
adherent to a fet of men, tjjat could even give a 
fanftion to inadvertency and fallability. Whatever 
weak nefs was the concomitant of human nature, he 
felt the connexion with which he had uniformly 
joined a Efficient palliative. Their principles, their 
corftluCt, their abilities, commanded the confidence, 
however they might be the fubjeCt of complaint in 
the fyftem of imperial intereft. , But' the fyftem of 
imperial intereft could not ' fuller but from their ne- 
cefiarily leaving the fvftem which they had found 

' tending fo immediately to the deft ru Cl ion and anni­
hilation of the liability and exillcnce of the con- 
ftitution. v

He then took notice of the obfervation which had 
been made, rt fpeCtmg the penfion to which the right 
honourable gentleman (Sir Edward Aflley) had al­
luded. He laid, that he did not applaud the prin­
ciple of the penfion : but he muft applaud the motion 
which has urged the grant. He faid, that it was 
entered upon under the generous idea of Erving 
even thofe who were known to have been in the op- 
pofite intereft to thofe by whom the penfion haft been

O 2 granted
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granted. He trufted, therefore, that this could not, 
with any propriety, be an imputation to the rendu:! 
of any part of the adminillration, of which he could 
be confiderrd an individual. He had, then, 'u revert 
to a part of his conduti which -gave him the moll 
heart-felt fatisfadion. It was that wherein he and 
his friends had withdrawn themf.l es from an ad- 
minilhation which had neither commanded their co- 
alefcence nor their countenance. There was a cer­
tain peifoil in the adminidration, who was, in his na­
ture, habitudes, and principles, foreign to the general 
fyftcm on which the adminillration had Veen formed.
He was happy to find them follow him whom ue 
fhould rather have followed. He could not but re- 

“ ceive it as a gratification to that natural tendency, 
f-If complacency, which is implanted in human na­
ture, when he law men who had, he was allured, ef- 
poufed the prtfent connection from principle, and 
not from party, dropping off from the corrupt and 
withering il cm of adminillration. It was a fatisfac- 
tion in him to fee that the fyllcm which had been j 
efiablilhcd fince the demife of his veiy worthy and 
jiatiiotic friend (the Marquis of Rockingham) ; it 
convinced hi;n that no fyltem could poflibly exill, 
but what was fupported by a fair, confident, and 
ed.tblilhed uanim.ty. 'I he adminillration was dé­
fi royed for want of confidence. It was folly for 
any gentleman to talk of prefer ving the dation of a 
pian, who had not a fupport founded on the princi-

I*
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pie of the real fupporters of the conllitution. Ile 
believed there was not a man in that Houle who 
could give his fupport to the prefect Premier. What 
vus the bafts of this fupport ? Had he not trifled 
away their intcrcft in every rcfpefl > Had he not 
made concédions in every part of the globe, without 
the leall pretence to equi'Elent ? The honourable 
gentleman then proceeded to give an inflance, 
wherein the advantage of the war (hould have been 
pur feed.

He faid, that in refpect to oflenfive war, it was 
' true that oflenfive war was an object of our attention. 

Bitt he thought that the principle of oflenfive war 
on which it had been purlued, was contrary to the 
interefts bf the counrrv1. Oflenfive war on garrifons, 
ifland^athd continential pofleflions, were only wafl- 
ing/freafure and human nature, for they would have 
beer) rcfiored with the red. Had oflenfive war been 
directed agsintt (hips, then the advantages we had 
gained would have been retained. It would then 
have been not in the power of any wanton and incon- 
fiderate Minidry to have given away the naval acqui- 

1 iitions which we had gained. But now we had the 
faired profpeft of redoring the confidence of the 
people. It was only this which could give liability and 

" X prema ’ency to the fhattered fy dem which charadtcrizedv
the prefent adminidration. He hoped, that now 
there was a prolpccf of reviving and edablifhing the 
lyflem of which he had fo long been proud of con-

fidcring
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fidering himfclf a member, there was now a certainty, 
whatever might Jpe the hopes, the prejudices of cer­
tain worthy Memocrs, who had more attachments to 
men than meafures, of the prefent nugatory, Shattered 
fyftem, being repaired, and rendered luffiçiently 
ftrong to bear the interdis of the people. Now the 
fenfe of the nation was awake to conviction, they 
would no longer lend their afiept to the deftrudtion 
of their welfare. The obnoxious part of the Ad- 
miniftration mud recede from the countenance of his 
Sovereign. He had neither the findtion of people 
or Parliament -, or, indeed, his wonted colleagues. 
So that from thefe confidcrations, he fat down with 
the grvatefi: affuranccs of his feting the interefts of 
the nation once more placed on the bufs of that fyf­
tem, which can only fave it from deft ruction.

Mr. Chancellor Pill rofc as foon as Mr. Fox fat 
down, and made a fpecch of two hours and a half 
in length, which began dully, but brightened as ir pro- 

. reeded, till it burfl into a blaze of genius and abi­
lity, that arrefled the attention, and excited the ad­
miration of every per Ton in the I loufe. We do 
not remember to have heard in Parliament a fpcech 
more comprehenfive in its nature, more clear in its 
detail of facts, more forcible in its reafoning, more 
juft in its conclufions, or more pointed and powerful 
in jits ridiculy. Mr. Pitt began by obferving, that 
the ill confcquences of the vote on Tuefday morn­
ing, which he lud then deprecated and foretold,

Itemed
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feemcd at lad to have made its way to the convic­
tion of all, who had fpoken in the courfe of the 
debate in favour of the motion, every honourable 
gentleman having particularly defired to be tntdcr- 
ftood as not being adverfe to the peace, but as will­
ing to confirm it, and by no means intending by his 
argumenter his vote of Tuefday lad, to weaken its 
(lability. It was, Mr. Pitt fuid, rather an extraojf'*' 

dinary means of endeavouring to convince the 
world, that gentlemen were determined inviolably 
to adhere to the articles of the Preliminary and 
Provifional Treaties, for them to move a quedion 
dire&ly cenfuring Miniders for having made the 
Peace, and notifying to the public, as well the 
people at home as- foreign powers, that the Houfe 
of Commons were of opinion, that the Terms of 
the Treaties were inadequate, and fuch as the ad- 
verfaries of Great-Britain were not warranted to de­
mand, nor the Miniders to grant; As Mr. Fox 
had reded the merits of the quedion on the com­
parative, drengih of the two countries, Mr. Pitt 
faid, lie would allow tj|c ilfuc to be a fair one, and f 

would join it. He then went into a mod elaborate 
detail of the (late of our navy, denying that the 
authority of the late Fit It Lord of the Admiralty, 
great as it was, and as it confefledly ought to be, 
was that which he would fubmit to as the criterion 
of the caufe in iflue. He faid, that high authority 
had atied in a manner which the Houfe ought to 
know. When called upon to date the French 

4 navy
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navy, with a view to Negotiation for Peace, it had
fo happened, that he had generally magnified their
number of fhips and their' fliength; when defiled
to give the date off their marine, in order to guide
and dirett othe.rs in their plans of war, lie had
then confidcred their navy in another light, and re­
duced their number confiderably. After this Mr. 
Pitt went into a delcription of the difpoGtion of the 
marine of the Huufe of Bourbon. He fa id, they 
had 60 fail of the line in the Bay of Cadiz, and 
feveral at Bred, and from their knov^i intentions, 
previous to the peace, it was not to be doubted, thatlht

ill
they would prove fuperior in maritime I ngth to 
us in the Wed Indies, fuperior in the El il Indies, 
and, allowing for the d'.ips jihe Dptcli could fend
out, fuperior to us jtHlome. Having argued for 
fome time upon the date of our navy, compared to 
that of our enemies, he took a view of our military 
force> which he confidcred as equally inapplicable
to the various fervices, had the war continued, cir- 
cumdantially accounting for his holding fuch an 
opinion. He next adverted to our finances, and 
.deferibed them as being equally tnelan-
rholly and comfortlefs. H<*rfctlyp_til a good deal on 
the various particulars of each fuhjett that he 
touched ; and having contended, that though our 
enemies might be in as exhaufted a fituation as out- 
felves, that Mmillers were bound in duty and in 
jullice to their country to a£t upon the neceflities 
of Great Britain, rather than on thole ol other na­

tions L-
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lions ; he proceeded to advert to the other topics 
dwelt upon by Mr. Fox. He urged the abfurdity 
of voting on Monday lad an amendment to the ad- 
drefs that had been moved on the ground, that the 
lloufe had not had time to con fide r the treaties, 
and then at three days didance moving a refolution 
of cenfurc upon the fame treaties, without farther 
information, or a moment’s difeudion of the fubjeft. 
He put this very drongly, 'and then took notice 
that one half of Mr. Fox's fpeech had turned upon 
the bed mode of forming an adminidration, and 
upon excufes for having formed an alliance and a 
junétion with a noble Lord, to reprobate and re­
vile whom, in the graded and mod perfonal man­
ner, bad been the conllant practice of the honour­
able gentleman for the pad feven years. He hailed 
their new fricndlhip with calling it, the immortales et 
Jfmjn tenue amicitue. He faid, it had been a Iked if 
fedu&ion would be attempted on the wedding-day? 
The marriage, he declared, he hoped was not yet 
folemnized, and if fo, he begged leave to forbid the 
bands. It was evident, he faid, that the quedion of 
the day, however plaufibly argued by the noble 
Lord who had moved it, and by the other gentle- 
tnert who had fupported it id argument, was moved 
rather for the purpofe of'removing the Earl of 
Shelburne from his fituation, than ffotn any real 
belief that Minidcrs deferved cenfure for the con­
cédions they had made, concédions which from the 
fafts he had dated, were obvioufly the rcfult of ab-

P folure
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folutc neCeftity, and were imputable to the noble 
Lord in the Blue Ribband, ’rather th in to any other 
perfon. That noble Lord's Lvrfhmcnt of the public 
money, his weak and mif hievous projects, his ill- 
conducl and ill-dire£led applications of the national 
flrength, both military and maritime, with his total 
want of vigour, of wifdpm, ànd of forefight, hav­
ing induced all that preflüre of calamity and of 
misfortune, which had weighed down the country, 
and forced his Majefty s Miiîifters into the neceflhy 
of ptnchafing peace at any price. If the removal 
of the Lari of Shelburne could be effefted inno­
cently, and without entailing on the cottntry all the 
mifehiefs that the prefent motion would induce, 
great as thé tibble Earl’s leal for the fervicc t>f his 
Country was, powerful as were his abilities, and 
earneft as his endeavours had been to refette Great 
Britain from the verge of tire precipice on which 
Ihe flood, he was pdrfuadcd he would rétife firm in 
fhe dignity of his own mind, confcious '6f his hav­
ing eflèntially contributed to the cafe and hap- 
pinefs ôf this kingdom, and to the ^rofperity 
of her firft and deared irlterefls. -For hts 

vpart, free he was to Conféls, that high ‘fitua- 
tion and power were the objects of his hôrtëft ambi­
tion, and objeûs which hé felt tto fhame ffa faying, 
iie defired to poOcfs, when they Could 'be fairly and 
honourably acquired; lie ftotdd redfte Jhbt difap- 
pdintecl, but triumphant; trlUmphatlt 'tn the con- 
▼iftion, that his talents, humble as they were, had

beta
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boon camçflly and zcaloufly employed in promoting 
the welfare of his country, and that however he 
might Hand chargeable with error of judgment, 
not ing could be imputed to him that bore the 
fmalleit complexion of an interefied, a corrupt, or a, 
duhunefl intention. Nor would he, ffiould he go 
out of office immediately, follow the noble Eail now 
at the head of his Majefly’s Councils (as the felf- 
crcated. and fclf-appointed fucceffurs of the prefent 
admimflration had with ffe much confidence aflerted 
was likely to be the cafe) retire to that fortrefs, 
w hirh the Honourable Gentleman had fome months 
ago faid, would be a (afe retreat for thofe wfio would 
find themfelves duped by the noble Earl to whom 
lie had alluded. He w ould march out with no war­
like, no hofliie idea, but hoping that the fucceffors 
of the prefent Miniftry would bring with them into 
office thofe priiy:iplc$ wfiicb they formerly held, bu$ 
which they had forfaken while in oppofition ; hop­
ing likewife, that they would fervp their country 
with as much zeal, and ?s much fylid advantage, as 
he trufled it would one day be feen, and acknow­
ledged, the Earl qf Shelburne and his colleagues had 
done, he would promife them before hand, his uni­
form and fubftantiaj fupport on every oepafion, wljere 
he goyld cpnfiflently and conlaentioufly lend them
bis affi(lance. Mr. Pitt took a vaft range of ferious

1 .1 .1) T It.Vf » . . , 1

argument, fevere retort, and pointed ridicule in the 
çourfe of his Ipeech, declaring in his exordium, that 
fie appealed to the fobriety and good fenfç of the 
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Houfe, and ending his fpeceh with hoping, that the 
vote of that evening would refeue his country from 
the didraXion and diftrefs into which fhe was once 
more going to be plunged by the prevalence of 
party.

Sir Cecil Wray rofe again to explain. Sir Cecil 
declared he had meant in his former fpeech to throw 
no blame on great men feeking connexions with 
others of great ability and weight in the country, 
but merely to fay, he never would fupport an ad­
minidration formed of a junXion of men, in whofc 
principles he had the fulled confidence, and any 
part of that adminidration which had nearly ruined 
the country. The noble Lord in the blue ribband 
had ever been the high alTcrtcr of regal prerogative, 
and the influence of the Crown. He, therefore, as 
an honed man, could never aX with that noble * 
Lord, and as his honourable friend and colleague 
had once before formed an alliance in adminidration, 
by which he had burnt his Jingers, he cautioned him 
to take care how he proceeded, and not to burn his 
fingers again.

Lord North faid, he had been fo peculiarly al- 
ludtjd to, in the courfe of the debate, and fo much 
had been faid, that he was bound in duty to himfelf 
and to his connexions, to take Lome notice of what 
had parted. A great deal, he obferved, had been 
thrown out on the idea of his having efcaped cenfure 
and punifliment, and on that great lenity of thofe 
who bad tedified a fpirit of forbearance upon that

fubject.
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fubjeX. For that lenity he was undoubtedly bound 
to make his acknowledgments, but he begged leave 
to remind the Iloufe, that he had naver abandoned 
either this character or his connexions, that he had 
ever been ready to meet enquiry, that he was yet 
ready to do it, and confcious of his own innocency, 
he was bold enough to fay, he defied cither cenfurc 
or punifhment. He fhould be extremely forry, he 
faid, if one honed man had juft reafon to fay, he 
could not aX with him, and if there exifted, and 
it could be made out, that there was any real 
caufe for fuch a declaration, he was ready then 
to pledge himfelf to the Iloufe, that he never 
would put himfelf in a fituation to make it neceffary 
for any man fo feeling to aX with him. With 
regard to the coalition that had been lo much 
Hiked of that day, and on Monday laft, the noble 
Lord who made the motion, had ever (hewn 
himfelf fo upright a charaXer, a man fo clearly ac­
tuated by public motives of the pureft and moll dif- 
interefted kind, that however they might for fome 
years pad have had the misfortune to differ in poli­
tics, yet he had never once had the fmalleft occafion 
to believe, that the noble Lord, even when hewas moil 
violent in the oppobtion to fuch mcafures, as he was 
then carrying on in what he thought the bed grounds 
of national policy, was impelled to oppofe but from 
an idea, that thofe meafures wcr< unwife and injudi­
cious. There were times and circumftances, his 
Lordlhip faid, when honed men, convinced of the

integ'ity
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integrity of each others intentions, however much 
they might have differed as to the means of carrying 
thofc intentions into pradtice, might fan ly meet, and 
each abating fomewhat of the violence of their wn 
qhflmacy, might form a junction on principles neither * 
dilhonourable to themfclves, nor ditacivantageous to 
their country. When a character fo univerfally al­
lowed to be difmtercttcd in an eminent degree, as 
that of the noble Lord's, and whofe public motives 
were fo good, did him tRe honour to oiler him his 
friend (hip, he thought himfeif happy to receive that 
honour with cordiality, to embrace the noble Loid 
with finccrity, and to rejoice at a circumflance of fo 
grateful a nature. The noble Lord's public enmity 
to him *as, he thanked God, at an end, and he 
trailed that their friendlhip would not be attended 
with any confcquences at all likely to injure theig 
country. With regard to the other Honourable 
Gentleman, who had allb been much adverted to, 
on the fame grounds of reafoning, he made net 
fcruple to lay, that in the heat and warmth of oppo- 
tUhjn, when, as the Honourable Gentleman over the 
way bad expi effed it, he had been vtllified and gruffly 
reprobated, that Honourable Gentleman had un­
doubtedly run him hard, and fometimes treated him 
feverely ; but however his conduct might have beep 
accuf.ible on the tore of want of tyifdom, he trptted 
it had never merited cenfurc, much lefs punilhpicnt, 
on the ground of want of zeal to promote what he 
conceived to be the true nUcrcUs ot his country, or

w#nt
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want of integrity. In the early part of that Honour­
able Gentleman's political life, when he had the 
happinefs to have him for a friend, he had always 
found him open, manly, fair, and honed; as an 
enemy he had found him formidable ; and formi­
dable a perfon of his great abilities ever mud be 
found by whatever Mrnider he a£tcd agaiud. The 
Honourable Gentleman who fpoke lad had (aid, he 
had been ah aflerter of the regal prerogative. He 
defired to know in what ? He never had puflred the 
royal prerogative one inch beyond the limits defined 
and preferibed by law, and however !oud the clamour 
might at one timKhave been raifed againd him, as a 
perfon defirous of ruling by the influence of the 
Crown, it had already been found that the change 
was untrue. Whatever opinions might be formed of 
the pr nciplesof the coalition that'had been to much 
talked of, the noble Lord and the honourable genrie- 
man knew him too well, either to require or to expett 
that he would have facrificed any one of his public 
principles, or done any thing to purchafe their friend- t 
fhip, (much as it was to be defired, when it was ob­
tained dn jud and honourable grounds,) at all incon- 
fidénè With his character. After dating this very 
fully, his Lordthip reminded the Houfe, that in 
Mdnday's debate, he h'acT diked if Congrefi, unable 
to raife a farthing to carry on a war in the heart of 
their country, Were fo determined not to grant the 
Loy alids what the Miniders ought to have infided 
upon in their behalf, that they would rather have 
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fuffercd a continuance of the war ? He had, he faid, 
Cnee had more opportunity to enquire into the fadt, 

• and found it to be ftridtly as lie had Hated. In molt 
of the States they refufed to pay the tax Levied by 
Cong refs for the fervice of the war. In Rhodc- 
Kland they rofe forcibly on the officers that came to 
colled! it, and drove them away ; and in the Ma (fa- 
chufctts the tax was difeounted in the Province, and, 
confequently, the produce never carried to the public 
fervice. I lis I>ordIhip defcanted on thefe fadts, and 
built feveral Itrong arguments upon them, to (hew 
that Minifters, had they flood *t out firmly, might 
have obtained more favourable terms from the United 
•States. He alfo mentioned the Treaty of Utrecht as 
falling fhort çf the diladvantages of the prefent Peace, 
but contended, that he fhould not depart from his
former declarations, in voting for the motion then 
under confideration. That the carrying of it fhould 
be the caufe of driving the Honourable Gentleman 
over the way from office, did not appear to him, by 
any means, a neeeffary confequence. The noble 
Lord who made it, had promifed to adjourn the con­
fideration of it, if his Majefiy’s Minifters would fay, 
they thought the produdtion of papers to give farther 
fight to the fubjedt neeeffary, and would produce 
them on any future day. Speaking of the recogni­
tion of the Independence of America, his Lordlhip 
faid, he would long ago have confented uncondition­
ally to grant it, had he dreamt that the referve of 
the grant could have been made fo little ufe of, or

turned
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turned in fo fmall a degree to the advantage of the 
country. Recurring again to the perfonal infinua- 
tions and charges that had been thrown out againlt 
him, he faid, his being able to hand up againlt the 
thunder of Mr. Pitt's eloquence ; and braving fvu.fi 
thunder was at lead fome prefumption of his inno­
cence ; and while his heart told him he had nothing 
to accufe himfelf with, he (hould undoubtedly boldly 
oppofe himfelf to the accufations of others, be their 
abilities, their eloquence, and their character what 
they might.

Mr. Secretary Toxvnflicnd made a Ihort fpeech in 
oppofition to the motion, which he confidered as a 
direct and fevere cenfure of Minilters.

Mr. f«x rofe to explain fomething relative to the 
removal of the army from New-York, declaring, 
that had he done his duty when in office, he (hould 
then have written to the German Prince, Whofe 
troops were in that garrifon, upon the fubjedl, and 
after fettling that they might be fo difpofed of, fhould 
have lient out orders for their removal to the WefU 
Indies; but underftanding that fome would 
wanted for Halifax and Nova Scotia, he had not'~"> 
purfued thofe meafures, becaufe he thought them in 
lunge degree unnecefiary. His fuccefibrs, however^, 
not having the fame reafons for declining to take the 

«heps he had mentioned, ffiould have taken them, 
and he had it from the highell authority, that there 
were tranfports ready to take them on board, and 
convey them to the Well Indies.

Q_ Mv
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Mr. Secretary Townjhend rofe again, to declare, 
that let the authority be ever fo high, the faJt was 
otherwife. He ftated that he had written over to 
the Prince of Heffe and the Marquis of Branden­
burg to fettle, that their troops in our fervicc 
might be moved from the continent of America to 
the Weft Indies, where they would have been long 
fince conveyed, but that Sir Guy Carleton had 
written home word, that were there not other 
infuperable reafons againft their removal from New 
York, there were no tranfporta to embark them in.

Mr. T. Pitt faid, he never rofe with more plea- 
furc than to give his vote againft the motion, and 
he would juft trouble the Houfe with the relation 
of a ftory which he thought applicable to the pre- 
fent condydt of a noble perfon.

There was a Barbarian, he faid, who cut and 
mangled an intimate friend of his, and fuppofed 
he had killed him ; pleafed with the thought of 
what he had done, he went to the feaft where 
his friend lhould have been, and enjoyed himfclf. 
The wounded perfon crawled to the entertainment, 
and his wounds were drefied, but fuch was the 
rai.cour of the Barbarian, that in the night he went 
up flairs and tore off the plaifters from the fores, 
and thereby expofed the wounds afrdh.

Mr. David Hartley I'poke for fome time, but the 
Houfe was exceedingly impatient for the queftion ; 
howeyer, the honourable gentleman inlifted that,

the
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the peace was inadequate to the Gtuation of the 
country.

Mr. Chanctllor Pitt reminded the honourable 
gentleman, that he had, on the firft day of the Pre­
liminaries being laid before the Houfe, faid, the 
Peace was the falvation of this country. The 
Chancellor then proceeded to vin iicate Lord Shel­
burne, and faid, if the removing that noble Lord 
would be a public good, however he fhould regret 
the lofs of a man, whofe abilities and conduct he 
admired, he fhould be happy to think the country 
had benefited, and although power, emolument, 
and office, were pleafmg things to him, he would 
give his abilities out of office to any good meafure 
that any other Mi ni it ry might propofe.

Mr. George Onjlo'iv rofe, and vindicated Lord 
Nor^h. An honourable gentleman, he fuid, had- 
called him a Barbarian -, fut h language he thought 
quite unparliamentary, and if Lord North was the 
tritor to his country, which fome men would in­
dicate, why was he never impeached, dragged forth, 
and punifhed ?

Mr. Martin and IV. IViiïnot both fpoke agair.lt 
the motion.

Mr. Hill rofe, and kept the Houfe in a continual 
roar of laughter during the ffiort time he fpoke : 
he aflbred the Speaker, he would not detain the 
Houfe mere than five minutes, nor would he fpeak, 
as fome others did, for five hours ; for it was plain, 
let who would fpeak, they were the liciers, and

the
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the right honourable gentleman, from his fituation, 
ex officio, was the Bore, what to make of the new 
coalition, he knew not ; it appeared to him to be 
one of thofe ftrange mixtures of an acid and an al­
kali, which, in a chymical preparation, generally 
produce a neutral; in faâ, he faid, it was like 
Herod and Pontius Pilate mixing together, there­
fore having fo bad an opinion of the two deferip- 
tions of men that oppofed this Peace, he fhould 
vote againft the motion.

It now being paft three o'clock, the members 
were fo impatient for the queftion, that the Houfe 
was in a continual uproar. After it had fubfided, 
the Speaker put the queftion :

1 hat the Concédions made to the Advcrfa- 
“ fties of Great Britain, by the faid Provifional 

Treaty and Preliminary Articles, are greater 
“ than they were entitled to, either from the ac- 
11 tual fituation of their refpe&ive pofleflions, or 

from their comparative ftrength."
The Houfe divided about half paft three o'clock, 

when the numbers were,
Ayes — 207
Noes — 190

Majority for centring the Terms of Peace 17 
Lord John Cavendijh then withdrew the motion 

relative to the Loyalifis, as it was contained, he 
aid, in the body of the Addrcfs already prefented 

to his Majefty,

4
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DEB E
IN THE

HOUSE OP LORDS

ON THE

ARTICLES of the PEACE.

Monday, Fcbrmny 17, 1783.

THE Houfe proceeded to take the Articles 
of Peace with France and Spailf, and the 
Provifional Articles with America, into conGdera- 

tion about four o'clock. The papers were read by 
the Clerk at the table ; after which 

The Earl of Pembroke rofe, and trutted that it was 
unneceflàry for him to take up anyyef their Lord- 
(hips time in labouring to convince mem of the pro-" 
priety of approaching the Throne with an Addrefs 
of Thanks on the happy occafion of his Majefty 
having ordered the Articles of Peace to be laid before 
the Houfe. Peace would relieve the kingdom from a 
load of taxes ; revive the old, and open new chan­
nels of commerce ; reftore harmony and mutual af­
fection between the lhbjpCU of Great-Britain and the 
United States of Amentia; and contribute to pro­
mote the happinefs, and eftablifli the tranquility of 
Europe. He moved for an Addrefs to the King; 
the fame, literally, as that in the Houfe of Commons.

*A The
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The Marquis ojCarmarthen fccondcd this motion. 
The nation, he faid, wifbed for peace, and he con­
gratulated them on its happy accomplifhment —• 
The Confederacy that had been formed againlt 
England was diflolved. The nation was eafed of 
an intolerable and encreafing load of taxes. Trade 
would revive, and Great-Britain, purfuing the 
plans of wifdom, moderation, and peace, would 
flill be one of the firlt powers of Europe.

The Earl of Carlijlc faid, that he wrfhed for peace, 
as ardently as any man in this kingdom, and he 
would go great lengths to obtain it. The peace now 
made by virtue of the King's prerogative he confi- 
dered as facred and binding on the Empire, but- he 
thought the conditions injurious to the interefts, and 
derogatory to the honour of Great-Britain. It was 
contrary to natural jullice and humanity to facrifice 
to the cruel and inveterate malice of their enemies, 
men who had yerfevered, in the midft of the greatell 
perils and dangers, in their loyalty to Bcitain: 
men who had left their families, given up their for­
tunes, and nlqued their lives in the fervicc of Go­
vernment. So great a violation of public faith; fo 
ihameful a dc eli&ion of his Majefiy’s molt faithful 
and approved fubjetis, was a fpecies of policy as 
unwife as it was pufillanimous ; it difeouraged all 
perfeverance in loyalty in the day of trial and temp­
tation, and encouraged a general fpirit of revolt and 
infurredlion. Protection and allegiance were mutual. 
No confideration of policy, if a difregard to good 
faith and eminent dclerts might be called by that

c
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name, could juflify a defertion of the* American 
Loyalifls. 1 he conduft of his Majefiy’s M millers 
had not only been unjuft and ungenerous towards 
thefe men, and efpecially to thofe who had borne 
arms in the defence of Government, but in manifold 
inflances impolitic and improvident. He confidered 
this as an action of luch atrocious turpitude, that 
wc fhould''be damned in this world and in that 
which was to cqme, in his opinion, and in the opi­
nion of the world. The Miniflers had, through 
inaccuracy, or egregious folly, drawn fuch a line of 
boundary between America and Great-Britain, as 
delivered Canada and Nova Scotia, fettered, into 
the hands of the American Congrefs. The forts, tile 
paffes, the carrying places, the fittell trafts for the 
fur trade ; all, all that was valuable was delivered 
up to our enemies. True we were to enjoy a free 
navigation on the river Mifliflippi. This indulgence 
we were to have by the Treaty. But how were we 
to have it ? By what tenure were we to hold it ? 
The line that bounded our territory carried us far 
wide of the Milfiflippi ; and it was only by the con­
nivance of the Americans that we could either navi­
gate the Lakes, or that the MifBQippi could be of 
any ufe to us. > Nor was it only the Loyalitls that we 
had abandoned. The five Indian nations, our allies; 
the Cherokees too, as well as the five nations ; all 
tlicfc would henceforth he at the mercy of Congrefs, 
and regret the confidence they had placed afi wiiat 
they fondly imagined, as they were taught to Relieve, 
was the greateft nation under the fun. The fitua- 
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lion of Britain did not demand fucb exorbitant con­
certions. Her power was coming forward into full 
exertion, and our fleet, the glory and the bulwark 
of the nation, was rifmg, by a qnick advancement, 
to decided fuperiority over the united fquadroni 
of France and Spain. Was it fo recently, after the 
glorious atchievements of a noble Lord, whom he 
had in his eye, in the Weft-Indies, and of Sir Ed­
ward Hughes in the Eaft ? Was it after the un- 
paralleUcd defence of Gibraltar, and the glorious re­
lief of that fortrels by Lord Howe, that Great-Brjtain 
ought to record her own infamy by applauding an 
unfafe, a loling, a dilhonourable peace ? At a time 
too when France and Spain were exhaufted ; when 
Europe was threatened with other difturbances-, 
when our minds were animated, and when there 
was every profpeft of fuccefs, was it imagined that 
fuch concertions would have been made? Was it 
not enough that Minifters had ceded the territories,1 
and abandoned the fubjeâs of the Crown of Britain 
to their enemies ? Mull they be praifed for fuch 
infamous tranfaflions ? He trufted that their 1 ord- 
fhips would never ftain their honour by approving 
an aft that abandoned thofc whom we were bound 
in honour to proteff, and which ceded with pre­
cipitation, over and above all that Thirteen Pro­
vinces poflefled, a territory, in extent, three times 
as great as the three Britilh kingdoms. His Lord- 
(hip moved an amendment ; and the motion, wftb 
that amendment, run thus :

“ Tp
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" To return our thanks to his Majedy for the 

communication of the Preliminary Articles of Peace, 
and for having put a Hop to the calamities of war, 
by a peace, which being concluded, we mud con- 
lider as binding, and not to be infringed without a 
violation of the national faith.

“ To alfure his Majefly, that we feel, in the 
ftrongeft manner, the obligation of affording every 
relief that can alleviate the diftreffes of thofe deferv- 
ing fubjeûs, who have expofed their lives and 
fortunes for the fupportof Great-Britain : and, at 
the fame time, we cannot help lamenting the ne- 
ceflity which bids us fubferibe to articles, which, 
jeonfidering the relative fituation of the belligerent 
powers, we mud regard as inadequate to our juft 
expectations, and derogatory to the honour and 
dignity of Great-Britain,"

The Earl of Coventry thought peace always a 
blefling; it was before their Lordfhips to conlidcr, 
whether that which bad been concluded between the 
belligerent powers was fuch as the nation was en­
titled to, confidering their refources to carry on the 
war, and all other circumdances relative thereto. 
For his own part, he thought the peace was as good 
a one as this country bad a right to expeft, and 
could not therefore but approve of it. 1 he advan­
tages arifing would be numerous, of great mag­
nitude, and loon experienced. jl he man of landed 
property had no more taxes jo apprehend; his 
£#rthen, indeed, was at prefent great enough ; the

peace
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peace would rcleafe him from ever)' apprehcnfion 
of an cncreafe. Thofe who had property in the 
funds would find their profits encreafe, and their 
fccurity Lettered ; two circurrifiances of the mod 
agreeable nature. His Lordfhip, after a few words, 
declared himfelf a fiiend to the motion before the 
Houfe, as originally made.

Lord WalfinLam fa id he was, in a great meafure, 
anticipated by what had fallen from a noble Earl, 
(Lord Carlifle) who had very ably commented up­
on the boundaries preferibed to the American terri­
toires. lie quellioned the right of the Crown to 
difmember the empire without the confent of Par­
liament ; of territories not acquired by conqueft 
during the war; arraigned the cruelty and injudice 
pf abandoning the Loyalius, and our Indian allies; 
not lefs than twenty-five Indian nations, our allies 
and friends, were given up. He particularly dated 
the obligations we were under, by various treaties 
folemnly made, to proted the Indian nations, and 
he enumerated the treaties which had been made 
from time to time. 1 he immenfc trad of land 
given up, not lefs than 5000 fquare miles, which, 
in his mind, the Crown could not alienate by pre­
rogative, was at the fame time the mod valuable to 
this country of any that we could poffefs in Canada ; 
and from which we had drawn all our furs. Lakes 
George and Champlain were totally given up : AH 
the entrances into Canada were in the hands of the 
Americans : All the forts which had cofl this natron

fo
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tu immenfe a film in building : All the pa fies of the 
lakes: All the carrying places—nay, St. Laurence 
itfelf was, in one place, under lire difguife of another 
name, given up to the Americans.

It is not in our power to follow the noble Lord 
in the delineations which he laid down of the geo­
graphy of Canada, and the Lake: but he pointed 
out minutely every advantage loll by the bounda­
ries, and ftated that that which was called regula­
tion of boundaries, was in faét a ceQion of Canada. 
He went into a long and particular examination of 
the boundaries agreed on for Canada, which were 
fo defective and erroneous as to dellroy all the value 
of the province. He touched on the other particu­
lars of the three treaties, and objected to them le- 
verally. On the whole, he approved of the amend­
ment fuggelted by the noble Earl, and thought it 
the only thing to which the Houfe could agree.

'Lord Hawke did not think that the peace, by any 
means, deferved thole epithets that had been applied 
to it by the noble Lord who propofed the amend­
ment. He thought it was as good a peace ss we had 
any reafon to expert, confidcrmg the holt of foes that 
allailed us. The Loyalilts, his Lordlhip contended, 
had not been abandoned. Congrefs had engaged to 
recomnund their caufe to the affemblies of the diffe­
rent Provinces, He was aware that the word recom­
mend appeared feeble and inefficacious to thofe who 
were zealous friends to the loyalilts. He did no» 
with that the Loyalilts Giould be abandoned ; and

he
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he affirmed, that all that could be done for them, ht 
thA treaty, had been done. For what could Con- 
grpls do but recommend the Loyalifts ? Congrefs ptif- 
fefled, indeed, the executive, but not the legiflative 
power, and a recommendation of the Loyalifts was 
all that was in their power. The Crown of Britain 
fpoke, in the ftile of recommendation, to Parlia­
ment. The language it ufed was not ftronger, 
Congrefs, in like manner,' recommended the caufe 
of the Loyalifts ; that is, they recommended, they 
urged it/ with authority and earned nefs, and he 
hoped they would recommend it with effect. He 
infifted upon the powerful combination that had 
been formed againft England. He admired the 
condudl and valour of thofe military and naval 
heroes, who, in the courfe of this laft campaign, 
bad done much honour to Britain. Their 
and bravery were not loft to their country, 
enabled her to ftand on good ground, and to i 
mani good terms. The proper time for ma 
peace was the time of victory. Could any of their 
Lordftiips promife with certainty, that next cam- 
paigfl would be more fuccefsful than the laft ? Here 
he painted the force that was oppofed to Great- 
Britain in Europe, in America, in the Weft-Indies, 
and in the Eaft. On the dorm that was gathering 

■^in the Eaft, he dwelt at length, and with the greateft 
pathos. The (fun, faid his Lordfhip, that illumi­
nated for a fhort time your Eaftern hemifphere is 
obfeured by clouds, and no longer daits thofe en­

livening
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livening rays, which had almofl rcllored us to our 
original \igour. From the whole complexion of 
things, a peace was wanted, and fuch a peace as 
wc had procured was all that we could cxpeCt.

Lord Vifcounl Dudley declared the peace to be, in 
his mind, totally inadequate to our expectations, 
pretentions, and of which lie could not by any 
means approve.

The Duke of CLandos thought the contrary. Our 
condition was fuch as demanded an immediate 
peace ; and on a review of every particular, it 
would be found to be more than eqital to what w# 
had a right to expeCt.

Lori Vifcount Torvnjhend was very pointed in his 
remarks upon the conduit of Adminiflration, who 
liad dilgraced this country beyond all former in- 
ftanccs. To defert mch who had conflantly adhered 
to loyalty and attachment, was a circumflance of 
fuch cruelty as had never before been heard of. 
What was to become of the poor American OEcers 
too, thofe who had drawn the fword in defence of 
this country ? They were deferted likewife, and 
left to feek their fortunes any where out of Englith 
protection. The poor Loyalifls Eould have had 
fomc traCt of land aEgned to them, where theyTnight 
have lived free from opprcEon, wanton cruelty 
and refentment. His LordEip feverely cenfured 
the boundaries as deferibed in the Preliminary Ar­
ticles, and imagined, that as the Ameticans had taken 
fuch care te fecure wdiat they had negociated for,

* B they
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they would in the end take all Canada into llicir 
hands. They had evidently been too cunning fur 
us in their négociation. "Why could not fome man 
from Canada, or refpcflable Canadian Merchant, 
who had been well acquainted with the country, 
have been thought of for the bufinefs,- which Mr. 
Ofwald had been fent to negoeiatc ? Dr. Franklyn, 
Mr. Jay, and Mr. Laurens had been an over-match 
for him ; he either did not know, or appeared ig­
norant, how the country lay, that he had been grant­
ing away, as the bargain which he had made clearly 
indicated.—The Articles with France were full as 
exceptionable as thofe with America. The admiffion 
of that nation to a participation of the Newfoundland 
filhery, was a piece of the mod dreadful policy 
and conceflion that ever dilgraccd a négociation. 
The very thing which reared us fo many fine feamen, 
was to be divided with that nation which was our 
natural enemy, and at all times inclined to depute 
the fovereignty of the ocean with us. In thé Ead- 
Indies the advantages allowed them were almofl as
great. They were to be at liberty to make a ditch 
round Chandenagor, for the purpofc of draining it. 
This might be an innocent thing enough ; but fup- 
pofe it was converted into a regular fortification and 
had ramparts ; were thefe things beneath the con- 
fideration of Miniders ? Such an inftance had oc­
curred before ; and the Ead-India Company did, 
without ceremony, fill up the ditch ; but now it 
was adotted by treaty, and the French would, no

doubt.
t
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doubt, take the advantage of it. ^ But fiill a more 
Extraordinary thing than this was, the engagemen 
entered into on the part of Great Britain, to pro­
cure a dependency round Pondicherry, which mull 
of courfe be taken by force of arms ; fome Nabob 
perhaps mud fubmit to their being wreded from 
him.

The Articles with Spain came next under his 
I.ordlhip's confidcration. It was necelfary to cede 
them lomcthing, and they had got Minorca, 
ijs his Lordfhip was not forry for. He once 
Kfembled for the fate 06 Gibraltar. He was afraid 
that important garrifon was to have been the facri- 
fice. Whatever might be thought of Gibraltar, ' 
he held it in the highed edimation. Some people 
reckoned the value of things (by pounds, (hillings, 
and pence, and others by different methods of com­
putation. Gibraltar ouj^B^to be for ever retained 
in the poffcffion of this country ; it interfered the 
two great ports of refitment of France and Spain, 
and on that account was invaluable. But why w* 
had granted Spain the poflelfion of Florida he 
could not comprehend —It would be a mod fevere 
check on us.—He could have no idea of the mean­
ing of the navigation of Miffidippi when we had 
not a foot of tradt.—Hi» Lordfhip concluded by 
expreffmg his fatisfadtion of the amendment pro- 
pofed by the noble Lord near him, whofe fenti- 
ments on the occafion had done him the greateft 
honour, and would accompany his name to pofte- 

* B 2 rity,
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rity, with every tcftimony of refped and admit a- 
lion.

The Duke of Grafton was in hopes that the mo­
tion firft brought before the Houfe would have 
pafTed without thole comments which had been 
made by noble Lords, who had already fpoke in 
the debate ; he thought the Add rtfs might havç 
been carried with that unanimity which marked 
their Lordlhips proceedings at the beginning of 
the feflion. He wilhed that it might not be op- 
pofed from any factious motives, or by that kind 
of converfation which is exprefltve of general dif- 
fatisfadion upon all fubjeds alike. It would 
have a ft range appearance abroad, that divi lions 
fliould happen where unanimity only ought to 
predominate. With rtfped to the peace, all 
çircumftances confidered, it was as favourable a 
one in behalf of this country, as (he had any right 
to exped. It had not been concluded without 
firft being duly confidered, and ever y circum- 
ftance maturely weighed. Thofc who widied a 
continuance of the war, fliould conlider how fuffi- 
çient refourccs were to be found for the purpofe 
of carrying it on. Thefe there would be great 
difficulty in finding; the nation had been greatly 
exhaufted, and it became nccellary to conclude a 
peace upon the bell terms that could be procured, 
and Miniftcrs had fucceeded beyond his expeda- 
tions in their endeavours. Was not it time to 
make a peace when our fleets in the Weft Indies,

though
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though fupcrior for three months pad to that of 
the French, could not recover even one of our lod 
poffeflions. AArording to fome late and authentic 
advices, it was well known that there were In Cadiz 
Bay fixty fail of the line, ready for an expedition to 
the Welt Indies, a little time previous to the con- 
clufionof the peace. Thefe fliips were to be joined 
by others from the Havannah with troops on board- 
There were likewife feventeen thoufand troops in 
the ifland of St. Domingo ready for embarkation 
agamlt Jamaica, and which was intended thortly to 
have taken place. It was then for noble Lord to 
confidcr what our inducement could be to carry 
on the war another year, and at the expiration of 
that time, how much our Situation would be im­
proved by it. From the circumftances he had 
mentioned, the temptation was not very great. 
The fleet in the Well In'ies would not have been 
equal to that which was deltined for that quarter 
of the world ; and it was fo much confined to fi- 
tuation, that the inflant it fell to leeward, Aniigua 
piult have fallen.

His Grace was a warm advocate for the peace, 
and concluded by giving his aflent to the motion.

Lord - Vifcount Krppel followed the Duke of 
Grafton. His Lordfhip began by obferving, that 
in a late fituation, which, he faid, he unworthily 
tilled, he had made it his particular (ludy and 
care to put the navy of this country upon the 
moll refpcctable fooling. He thought the noble

Duke
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Duke had exaggerated the account of the Spanifh 
navy ; it might indeed be numerous, bat many of 
their fhips were foul. According to fome accounts 
that his Lordfhip had lately received, two or three 
were careening at the Havannah, and lèverai very 
much out of condition in other places. The 
French had (till more bad fhips than Spain ; their 
navies amounted together to about one hundred 
and twenty-three fhips of the line, that of England 
to about one hundred and nine. What the noble 
Duke had faid about the Weft-Indies had nothing 
fo terrible in it to his Lordlhip. If the fhips his 
Grace had mentioned had chol'e to have gone to 
the Weft Indies then, and to have made a lodge­
ment of fhc troops faid to be in the ifland of 
St. Domingo, they muft have come to an engage­
ment, which would have been decifive, and the 
event of which hisLordfhipfhould not have feared to 
have rifqued. He begged to inform his Grace, that 
let the French or Spaniards have taken what courfc 
they would in the Weft-Indies or elfcwhere, we had 
force to oppofe them, both of fhips and men, and that 
we were ready at the time alluded to by his Grace 
for adtive war, which was in contemplation. We 
avéré fully prepared for either offenfive or defenfive 
war. W hen his Lordfhip computed- the navy of 
England at one hundred and nine fhips, he included 
thole which would be ready for lervice by May 
next. With fuch a navy as his Lordlhip had de­
scribed, compared with thaj of France and Spain,

could
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could we be faid to have gained that peace which, 
comparatively, we had a right to expedt ? No, by 
no means. He flood in a particular fituation from 
the office he had lately filled, which, however, he 
was under the neceffity of refigning, becaufc he 
could not advife his Sovereign to conclude a peace, 
of which he did not in his confcience approve. 
We ought to have had a better pra'e ; our fituation 
entitled us to it. We had nude an inglorious one, 
with ten (hips of the navy of France in our pof- 
feflion; and they had nbt, at that time, one of 
ours. His Lordffiip mentioned the feven ffiipK^ 
taken by Lord Rodney, and three others that had 
fallen into our hands, all of the line. He repro­
bated the peace in theftrongeft terms of expreffion, 
and gave his hearty aflent to the propofed amend­
ment.

The Duke of Grafton rofe to explain.
The Duke of Richmond fa:d. that, in confidering 

the merits or demerits of^the peace now under 
their Lordffiips confideratibn, it was necefiary to 
take in a variety of circumftances, which would 
all be found to have their weight in a fubjedt mf 
that importance, which was then the objedt of their 
Lordffiips attention, and without which it would 
be.impoffible for their Lordffiips to form any 
judgment, and either approve or difapprovc of 
the terms. It was firft to be confidered what was 
our fituation at the time of making the peace, and 
how far thofc who had advifed the conclufion, had

availed
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availed thcmfelvcs of the advantages of it. The 
ceflions that have been made demanded particular 
attention, with an eye to the rcafon that authorifed 
their being fo given up ; how ‘rade and commerce 
was affetied in all inftanecs, both in the ceded ter­
ritories and at home. There were many other 
particulars not before their LoidQiips, which it 
would be requilite for them to take into confide- 
ration, previous to the formation of a right 
judgment uphu the matter. Such was the inftruc- 
tions to the agents, the letters in various correfpon- 
dcnce on the point in queflion, the characters, 
the condufl, and the inllrudions of the princi­
pal agents in the bufincfs. Nay oral converfa- 
tions on the fubjed would form a great part 
of what they ought to ferutinize. And above 
all, they (hould not omit the minuted inveltiga- 
tion of the relative force and weaknefs of the bel­
ligerent powers, the fituation of their Cabinet, the 
Hate of Europe in general —the probability of new 
wars,—and the profped that there was of Jour gain­
ing alliances—and a variety of more minute mat­
ters, which yet the good fenfe of every noble Lord 
who heard him would, upon refledion, be con­
vinced mult be abfolutely necelfary to examine and 
compare, before, in fairnefs and Arid juftice, a 
matter of fuch importance, as well to the Minirtcr 
individually, as to the nation in general, could^pof- 
libly be decided on. However, if one muft/form 
an idea of it partially, from the few materials be­
fore the Houle, his Grace f;cclv owned he did not

like
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tike the terms of the treaties, and could not there­
fore agree to the original addrefs.

Lord Vifcount Stormont took a wide range on the 
fubject. He fet out by acknowledging, that he 
agreed with the noble Duke who fpoke laft, that a 
full and fair judgment on this bufinefs could not be 
well formed, without a confideration of all of thofc 
articles his Grace had fo properly deferibed. But 
yet, how defirous foerer he was of with-holding 

^ his opinion, it was not in his power to do* fo. Mi- 

niftry were rcfolvcd to force their Lordlhips to de­
liver their fentiments on the fubjett of the peace, 
merely from what lay upon their tabic; they muft 
therefore only blame themfelves for the confe- 
qucnccs. For my own part, faid his Lordlhip, I 
would with more plcafure than I can exprefs, read 
any thing the noble Lord at the head of his Nfy- 
jefty's affairs could offer in defence of his own, and 
his colleagues conduit in the négociation of this , 
peace; for at prefent there appears to me prima 
facie evidence—Evidence, on the firlt view of the 
papers on the table, to convince me, that there 
is the groffeft negledt, the moft blameable ignorance, 
or fhameful ofcitancy in the conftruâion of the pre­
fent treaties, by which an irremediable wound is 
given to the deareft interefts of this country, and 
an eternal (tain brought upon the BritUh reputation.

The qoble Lord dated with great accuracy the 
queftion before their Lord (hips, viz. “ Whether 
“ the Preliminary Articles of Peace were fuch as

* C „ *• merited
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“ merited their sppleufe, or deferved their 
“ probation.” He confidered them, for his 
part, as injurious to the effential interdis, dangerous 
to the fafety, derogatory to the honour of Great 
Britain, and not warranted or juftified by the fitua- 
tion of the war. And firftof all he obferved, that 
in limited governments, like Sweden before the late 
revolution, and like Poland dill, it might happen 
that no treaty of peace could be valid without the 
ratification of all the eftatrs that compofed the legis­
lative power. Here he quoted Burlamaqui, on the 
Law of Nature and Nations. It was contended by 
fome perfons, that in foeh a cafe as the prêtent dif- 
membterment of America, the prerogative royal of 
the Crown could not alone conclude a treaty for 
effe&ing that reparation. But his Lordlhipdid not 
red his foot on that ground. The conftitution had 
placed, and wifely placed, the making of peace or 
war in the executive power -, and God forbid, faid 
his Lordlhip, that I (hould ewer fee that prwilegw 
wrefted out of it. As the Tioble Earl who had 
moved the amendment had faid, the peace was 
concluded, and* it was not now to be affcâed by 
any thing which that Houpt could conclude on -, the 
peace was te be held inviolate. What his Lordlhip 
confidered was the fitneTs or expediency of it, in 
all thofe refpedts that naturally prefented tftemfelvcs- 
to his view, when he confidered the articles before 
them. ' r ■ •'

He
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He adverted to the (hameful ignorance and fim- 

plicity, folly and abfurdity, that appeared in the 
négociation and provifional articles of peace between 
England and the United American States. What 
rcafon could be given for fending out fuch a man as 
Mr. Ofwald, to treat with the four American Com- 
miflioners ? He was far over-matched by any one 
of them: Nor wbuld any man compare him to Dr. 
Franklin, or Mr. Laurens, or any one of the Com- 
miflioners—impur Congrtffu Achilli—faid his Lord- 
Ihip ; for I am fure there was not one of them who 
was not an Achilles compared with him. But it 
was not Mr. Ofwald, he faid, that he had to do with, 
but thofe who confided in him and employed him.

The firtt queftion that the Britiûi Agent ought 
to have put to the American Commiffioners, was, 
whether they had full powers to conclude and agree 
upon a general amnefty and reftitution of goods to 
all Loyalifts without exception ? Thefc were men 
whom Britain was bound in juftice, and honour, and 
gratitude, and affedtion, and every tie, to provide 
for, and protect. Yet, alas, for England as well as 
them I they were made a part of the price of peace. 
Thofe who were the belt friends of Britain, were, 
tt ntmuK, on that very account, excepted from the 
indulgence of Congrefs. Britain connives at the 
bloody facrifice, and feclçs for a (hameful retrear, 
at the expence of her moft valiant and faithful Tons! 
How different from this was the conduct of Spain 
to the Loyalitls in the Netherlands, in the reign of 

* C 2 Philip
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Philip III. on occafion of the famous truce in 1609, 
end alfo in the peace of Munfter. Their eflfefts and 
eftates were either reftored.orthey were paid intereft 
forthem at the rateof 6 1-4 per cent, on the purchafc 
money. [Here Lord Stormont repeated feveral of 
the articles of the truce between Philip III. and the 
United Provinces, which was concluded at Ant­
werp, 1609 ; which articles were alfo agreed to at 
the peace of Munfter.] A general aft of indemnity 
was pafted, without exception of place or perfon. 
Lord Stormont alfo touched on the cafe of the Ca­
talonians, who revolted from Spain, once when 
they put themfclves under the proteftion of France, 
and again when they put themfclves under the pro- 
teftiort of Britain. In both cafes, their privileges, 
lives, and properties, were preferved to them.— 
Even Cardinal Mazarin, fo artful, fo (huffling and 
fallacious, and I am fure I mean not the mod 
diftant allufion to any of his Majefty’s Minifters» 
(for the Parliament of Par^s determined, that to 
call any pftfon a Mazarin was a reproach to him, and 
that an aftion would lye) even he, though fo little 
fcrupulous on molt occafions, deemed it found and 
policy to obferve good faith with the Catalonians. 
He negociated the peace of the Pyrenees him lei f, 
and he took care, that an aft of indemnity fhould 
be publilhed in their favour, on the fame day in 
which a proclamation was iflued reclaiming their 
obedience. Hiftory, experience furnifhes no ex­
ample of fach bafe dereliftion. If they do, faid

Lord
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Lord Stormont, let any noble Lord fpcak out, and 
on this fubjeét I will be filent. From the Loyalifts 
he paflTed on to our Indian allies, with whdttnve had 
had a long connexion, on whom we had bellowed 
the name of the Children of the King, and with 
whom, faid he, you fwore to preferve an inviolate 
friendfhip as long as the woods, and mountains, and 
rivers Ihould remain.

His Lordihip next turned his attention to the 
boundary line that had been agreed on by the Ame­
rican Commifiloners, and that very extraordinary 
geographer and politician, Mr. Richard Ofwald. 
There was, prefixed to the articles of peace between 
England and America, a very pompous preamble, 
fetting forth that thofc treaties were the beft ob- 
ferved in which were reciprocal advantages. He 
was a long time at a lofs to underftand the meaning 
of thofc words reciprocal advantages But at laft he 
difeovered, that they meant only the advantage of 
America. For jn return for the manifold concef- 
fions on our part, not one had been made on theirs. 
In truth, the American Commifiioners had enriched 
the Englilh Dictionary with fcveral new terms and 
phrafes ; reciprocal advantages, for inttance, meant 
the advantage of one of the parties ; and a regulation 
of boundaries meant a ceffion of territory.

His Lordfhip then took a view of our concédions 
on Newfoundland, the ceded iflands of St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, which being fortified, will command 
(he entrance of the river of St. Laurence. The

liberty



y

( 22 )

liberty accorded to the Americans to fettle in Nova 
Scotia ; tiie ceflion of Penobfcot, a norfcry of mads* 

- the giving up of all that was important or valuable in 
Canada ; the Florida», important for their Btoation, 
and agreeable in refped of climate and foil— 
we might as well have ceded all Canada to them, as 
to have draw» fuch a line of Reparation; for aH 
the forts which commanded the lakes were in theii 
hands, and wc were wholly defcncclefs, and1 at their 
mercy, in our navigation of the lakes: befidee, we 
had given up to them by that boundary, a trad of 
country four times as large as Britain, and in that 
trad above fix and-twenty nations of our Indian 
allies, whole hunting ground we were obliged, by 
treaty, to proted, and from whom (fetting a fide 
tbofc feelings which dignify human nature) we re­
ceived molt efltntial benefits in the article of their 
trade of peltry and furs. The noble Vifcount dwelt 
on thii topic with great energy, and declared him- 
felf at once afiouilhed and confounded at the con- 
dud of the King’s Minifiers in this refped. From 
this impolicy his Lordlhip turned to Newfoundland, 
and there he complained of Miniltcrs giving to the 
French near feven degrees of latitude for their own 
exdufrve fifhing, and at the fame time that we did 
that, we alfo gave the Americans a participation in 
all our fifheries, in all our creeks and harbours, 
and never made any fiipulation for our hilling re- 
ctprocaliy in theirs. The granting of St. Pierre and 
Miquelon to the French was the next objcél that

met
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met the reprehen Bon of hrs LortHhip. If they for­
tified v|hefe two places, as they certainly might, if 
they pleated, his Lordthip declared our fitheries on 
that coaft to be altogether unfafe, and of courfc of 
little or no advantage to us. The noble Vifcount 
referred to the various treaties which had been 
made in refpeft to this fithery, and Chewed what 
honourable pains the Earl of C hat ham had always 
taken to preferve this fruitful nurfcry of teamen to 
the Britith Crown.—By the provifions made rtfpeéfc- 
ing this fithery, there would be an end at once put to 
the Britith trade. While lie was Ambafiador at the 
Court of Verfeilles, they fet up a title to the fithery 
ceded to them by the peace of Utrecht, unfoadded 
by reciprocity.-—He wrote home for inftrufbions— 
and received lo clear, diflind, and at the tame time 
lo peremptory a ftatement of the Englith right to 
fifh in common with the French, on the Welt fide 
of the itland, that they were tatisfied, or at leatl 
they relinquished their claim for the time, and 
wifely pottponed it until a moment thould come 
more favourable to their ambition, when, perhaps, 
there fhould be an Englith Minifier, fo folicitous 
of power, fo anxious to fix himfelf in his feat, as 
to hurry a négociation to its end, without cate or 
anxiety for the interetl of the ftate which he was 
appointed to govern. He now confnlercd the 
fithery as irretrievably gone; for there was not a 
fyliable of reciprocity in the treaty, and we yielded, 
in full right, the poffcQions of St. Pierre and

Miquelon,
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Miquelon, which they would inftantly fortify, and 
fecure to themfelves an immenfe trade. The con- 
cefGons made to America in this particular, were 
alfo very material. The unfettled coafls and bays 
in Nova Scotia were to be opened to them, and we 
were to have no power to fifb in their bays in return. 
Eternal jealoufies would arife, and infiead of fecur- 
ing a peace, wc had, in truth, granted all this for 
the fake of involving the nation in a new war. The 
cefhon of the two Floridas he could not account 
for by any reafon, either of neceCGty or prudence. 
There was no bargain in the bufinefs; for there was 
nothing granted to England in their Head. 1 he 
manner in which thefe provinces were delivered up, 
was as mad as it was impolitic. ' No mcafure was 
taken for the fecurity, or the relief of the planters 
and inhabitants, nor any proviGon made, by which 
they might be enabled to difpofe of their property 
if they did not chufe to continue in the provinces, 
fubjeél to the Court of Spain. The noble Vifcount 
then expofed, in glaring colours, the folly of ftipu- 
lating for the navigation of the Miffiffippi, when 
every thing that could make the Miffifljppi valuable 
was gone. We had no coaft—there was no junétion 
even with the lakes—no communication by which 
we could tranfporf our furs to any market. In 
(hort, the article for the navigation of the Mifliflippi 
was an infult on our underrtandmgs, added to all 
the other injuries done to our property by the 
prefent peace.

The
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The noble Vifecunt pa fled to the Weft Indies. 
Here there were equal marks of egregious folly : 
he entered into a long argument to prove that we 
had it in our power to have made a peace with 
France without the ceflion of Tobago. We were 
in poffcflion of St. Lucia, which, whatever may 
be its intrinfic value, the French conlider as in­
valuable We were in pulTcflion of St. Pierre and 
M quclon, which completely lhut them out from 
the whole of the filhery of Newfoundland ; and 
having therefore thefe ftrong points, we Ihould 
have propofed to agree to a peace on the ground 
of uti pojfidetis. He was free to own1, that this 
would not have been favourable to us in the Weft- 
Indies ; but the fadf is, that the French durft not 
agree to it. They durft not give up St. Lucia. 
They muftrhave the filhery ; and therefore, as they 
muft refill the offer of uti poffidetis, the alternative 
was plain—let us agree then on the footing of 
complete reftitution. To this we were fairly and 
fully entitled. But, inltead of this, we give up 
Tobago, an ifland of the utmoft confluence to 
the^manufadturcs of this country, as well as to its 
interefts in the Weft-Indies. He/fientioned a ma- 
nufadtory of cotton goods lately eftablilhed in 
France, which only wanted the Votton of Tobago 

* to make it the rival of Manchefter. That was 
given to them, and there was no equivalent what­
ever given to us in return. On the coaft of Africa 
the concertions were fubjedt to the fame complaint.

* D We
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We had given up a mod valuable trade, and had 
made fuch Imputations, in regard to the gum, as 
would finally cxtinguilh our connexion with that 
quarter of the world. But in the Ealt-Indies, more 
perhaps than any where elfe, were the fhameful 
and degrading concédions of the prefent peace 
to be found. The delivery of Chandcnagore, with 
a ditch, and the promife to procure territories from 
our allies, were circumltances fo humiliating and 
injurious, that he could not conceive by what 
flrange fatality our Minifters were actuated in this 
refpedt. Me entered into a long difeuflion of the 
articles refpeâing the Eaft, and pointed out the in­
juries done to the Company in a forcible manner. 
In this quarter of the world we had driven the 
French from every thing. They had no claims— 
they had no power—they had no footing—and we 
might have found in the Ealt-Indies a recompence 
for all our lofiës in the Welt; but the rule of con- 
cellion was alone regarded by our Miniltcrs in all 
that they had done. He enlarged on the impor­
tance of Dunkirk to France. In a war with Eng- 
gland, that harbour, opened and repaired, would 
be capable of chaining twenty or thirty Ihips of 
good fizc and burthen. Thefe ifiuing out, at all 
feafons, would annoy our trade in its very center, 
and counterbalance in fome meafure the advantages 
of our local fituation for commerce. Dunkirk, at 
the fame time, would be of no ufe to the French, 
but in a war with England. In our precipitancy

to
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to allow the reparation of Dunkirk, therefore, the 
language of the Crown, without any exaggeration 
or colouring, was plainly this: “ Tb lhew my 
“ good brother of France how earneftly I defire 
“ his friendfhip, I will give him up Dunkirk for 
“ the convenience of making war on my loving 
** fubjeds.”

Another thing in the treaty with France parti­
cularly (truck him, as it feemed to indicate that 
the King’s Minifters were as negligent of the high 
honour and dignity of the empire, as they were of 
its polTenions. In the article refpeding the cap­
ture of prizes, the Channel was no more called 
the Britilh Sea, which, in all the treaties that were 
made during the prefent century, was uniformly 
called the Britifh Seas. This was matter of very 
great confideration, at a time when we were con­
ceding every thing that was either the objed of 
pride or of intereft. This was an infult which the 
flippant vanity of France would be fond to give, 
but which ought not to have been fufifered. But 
confiderations of this kind were beneath the atten­
tion of Minifters of the prefent day, who feemed 
to think that to make a peace at any rate, was to 
do a meritorious work, and fuch as the nation of 
courfe mud applaud when applied to for that pur- 
pofe. Under that idea, the prefent motion of ad- 
drefs was made; not to thank his Majcfty for his 
gracious condefcenfion, or to congratulate him 
upon the return of peace, but to gain the thanks

* D 2 of
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I

of that Houfe for a work that Miniflers h»d done, 
and to go abroad into the world with the fanâion 
of that vote of thanks, as it might mod property 
be called, and thereby fet all thofe who might not 
be inclined fo fully to fubferibe to the merits of^ 

, their négociations at open defiance •, but he hoped 
the noble Lords f<jv^the intent of this, and would 
take care that men undifcrving fhould not be au- • 
thorifed by any fuch high fanftion, but, on the 
contrary, that all attempts to tnat effett fhould 
be fpiritedly fupprejied, and that the approbation 
of that Houfe fhould never be unworthily obtained.

If his Lordfhip fhould be afked, if the prefent 
peace was a good one, and fuch as, under much 
greater calamities than thofe we had fuffered, ought 
to be accepted of, he would lay his hand upon his 
heart, and anlwer pofv.iveljt, No? He had been 
brought up in the habits of independence, and 
would therefore on all occafions give an opinion 
accordingly. Would not every man of inde- 
penderce, anfwer on the prefent occafion as he 
did? Certainly he would; and where was the 
circumftance on the prima facie appearance of 
things, that indicated the lead impropriety to his 
determination. Miniflers would fay, that if a 

v peace cannot be had on the terms to be wifhed 
for, it is expedient that it be accepted of upon 

; thofe terms which are offered. The principle of 
this propofition his Lordfhip allowed, but denied
the application. It was a fait to be mourned, that

ihe
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the elements had fought againft us, and the hand 
of Pro\ idcnce had fometimes been felt feverely 
upon us i but we have had no difafters that had 
not been more than compcnfated for by the viétories 
of our able and gallant commanders, in the different 
parts of the world : the fucceffes of whom, and 
their merits, his Lord (hip took notice of, in the 
molt pkafing manner.

The conduit of Minifters by coming down to 
that Houfe, to fuoplicatc its approbation of their 
aitions, was unlike to that of fome others, who 
had rendered their country the moft acceptable 
ftrvices in the fame fphere of aition ; who after 
having concluded perhaps as fatisfaitory £ peace 
as was within the annals of this country, did not 
go to Parliament begging its approbation.

Lord Grantham replied to Lord Stormont. His 
Lordfhip begin with remarking, that he had the 
greateft refpedt for the authority, which the noble 
Lord had alluded to in the courte of hk fpeech, 
and (hould have thought himfelf exceedingly Nippy, 
to have had it in his power, to have imitated the 
conduft of that great man, who his Lordfhip had 
held out to him as worthy of being remembered. 
Times were changed fince the peace the noble Lord 
had tinted at was made, and many concurrent cir- 

cumftances rendered it almol impoflible to nego­
tiate fo well, as to place the fMipn in that agreeable 
fiate, which it found itfclf in W the couclufioq of 
that peace.

He
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He a (lured their Lordffiips, that nothing had 

been entered into without firft being con fide red in 
the molt careful manner over and over again, and 
almolt every poffible contingency duly weighed. 
The difference betwixt concluding a peace with one 
enemy, aiid with a holt of them, was as great as 
could be imagined, and productive of the greateft 
difficulties in négociation. Add to this, England 
was without even a fingle ally to a (lilt her on the 
greateft emergency. For his part, he confidered 
the peace as good a one as (he, confidering our fi­
xation, could poflibly have had. His Lordffiip 
did not perceive the right we had to expcCt a better. 
But our reduced fituation was in confequence of 
that blrnd and unfortunate purfuit of the war in 
America, by an Adminiftration more obftinate than 
wife, and which war, if continued, would have 
brought final deftru&ion upon the empire. His 
Lordffiip nad nqt, he obferved, been greatly in the 
habit of troubling their Lordffiips ; but when he 
cbyfidereèTtftf' particular fituation in which he flood, 
he could not forbear to do it ; indeed, there was a 
neceffity for fo doing. His Lordffiip faid, he 
fcorned to fnelter himfelf from blame, by throwing 
it upon an innocent man or colleague -, and there­
fore made no fctuple to declare, that the reafon 
why fome words the noble Vifcount had mentioned 
as proper to be inferred in a certain part of an ar­
ticle alluded to by him, wat, that by fome moll 
unaccountable and unhappy millake of "his own,

they
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they had been left our. As foon as he found this, 
he was exceedingly alarmed and diftrefled, and 
took every pofTible means to 'remedy the evil. Thç 
articles had been fent off witn this deficiency* Vid 
his Lordfhip had made anyapplication, in which 
he was fo happy as to fucceed, and an inffrument 
was figned and exchanged, calling the Channel 
and North Seas the Britilh Seas ; fo that the evil 
was redreffed by the only method that was pof- 
fible.

His Lordlhip, in anfwer to the noble Vifcount’s 
objections to giving up the ifland of Tobago, ob- 
ferved, that it was a mod difagreeable thin", no 
doubt, that fuch a conceflion fhould be made -, and 
yet he did not know any poflible cafe of ceflion 
where the confcquences would have been fo trifling- , 
ly difagreeable as in the inftance oj[ Tobago. The 
inhabitants of which muff be considered as thofe 
who frequently change their mailers j and if their 
property be fecured, they may not perhaps fuffer 
much hardlhip by a change of allegiance.—With 
refpeCt to the reft of the ceflions that had been made 
to France, he could not look upon them in that 
humiliating light which lbme'noble Lords had con- 
fidered them in. It was neceffary to make con- 
ceflions to France ; ihe was determined at all events 
to have them, as fome equivalent for thofe humi­
liating ones which Ihe herfelf was obliged to make 
at the conclufion of the laft war. Noble Lords could 
not but rccolleCt the fubmiflion France made to this

country,
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country, which galled her pride, and which were m 
ther feathers coveted by the French for the fake of 
pride than ufe—thefe were.the iflands ot St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, and that we (hoiild depart trom the 
old article for the demolition ot Dunkirk. Thele 
were not objefts of confrquence to England, nor 
fuch as (he ought to ftruizgle for at the hazard of a 
war. Such only were the things which had been 
given up to the French both in the Eall-Indics and 
in America, except indeed the ifland of Tobago; 
but their Lordfhips would reflect on our Ioffes, 
and on our fituation, and granting that there muft 
be concédions, they would believe that the lofs of 
Tobago was not fo material.

Lord Sachillt fpoke in the mod pointed terms 
of reprobation of every article of the peace ; and 
declared it to be in every inftance the meft unwife,- 
impolitic, and ruinous, of any treaty that this 
country had ever made. In regard to the aban­
donment of the Loyalifts, it was a thing of fo 
atrocious a kind, that if it had not been already 
painted in all its horrid colours, he (hould have 
attempted the ungracious talk ; but never (houk^ 
have been able to deferibe the cruelty in language 
as flrong and exprelfive as his feelings. The 
King’s Minifters had weakly imagined that the 
reumvirvdaticn of the Congrefs was a fufficient fc- 
curity for thefe unhappy men.' For his own part, 
16 far from believing that this would be fufficient, 
or any thing like fufficient for their protc&ion,

and
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and if they entertained any notions of this fort, he 
would put an end to their idle hopes at once, by 
reading from a paper in his pocket, a refolution 
whidi the Afiembly of Virginia had come to, fo 
late as on the 17th of December lad. The refo­
lution was as follows :

“ That the laws of tfiis (late confifcating property 
,! held under the lawi of the former government 
“ (which had been diflolved and made void) by 
“ thofe who have never been admitted into the 

! “ prefent focial compadt, being founded on legal
“ principles, were ftrongly dilated by that 
“ principle of common juftice, demand that, if 
“ virtuous citizens, in defence of their natural and 
*' conftitutional rights, rifle their life, liberty, and 
“ property on their fucccfs, the vicious citizens 
•* who fide with tyranny and oppreflion, or who 
“ cloak thtmfelvcs under the made of neutrality, 
“ fhould at lead hazard their property, and not 
“ enjoy the benefits procured by the labours and 
“ dangers of thofe whofe definitions they widied.

'* That all demands or requefts of the Britilh 
“ Court, for the reftitution of property confifcated 
“ by this date, being neither fupported by law, 
“ equity, or policy, are wholly inadmiflible, and 
** that our Delegates in Congrefs be indrudled 
“ to move Congrefs, that they may direft their 
" deputies, who (hall reprefent thcle Sûtes in the 
•' General Congrefs for adjuding a peace or truce, 
*[ neither to agree to any fuch reditution, or fub-

• E “ mit
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#1 mit that the laws made by any independent (late 
“ of this union, be fubjcdted to the adjudication 
“ of any power or powers on earth.”

His Lordfhip ha\ing read the paper, demanded 
what Min tiers had to lay now for this boaflcd re­
commendation, for which they had ftipulated with 
Con„Ttfs ? Could they fay, that the unhappy men 
who had fought and bled for this country, who had 
given up their all and fa pang the more grievous 
to minds of feeling) the all of their little families; 
could Minifli rs^fay that thtfc men who had faid and 
dône, and differed all that was in the power of 
hurfian nature for our caufe, ought not to have 
hàd à better fecuriry than the prefent, from fcorn, 
infolt-rre, and ruin 5 A peace founded on fuch a 
facrifice as this, mud be accurfcd in the fight of 
God and man ! His Ldrdlhip added a few words 
of animadverfmn on other parts of the Treaty fimi- 
lar to theft which had been already ufed by the 
Nob'emen who had fpoken in favour of the a- 
fnend nent, particularly with refpedt to the bounda­
ries, and this hefpoke 'o with great information and 
accuracy. All the forts his LordQvp faid were on 
the American fide—the immenfe uiftridt of country 
which fypplied us with mads was gone—the In­
dian natiops were abandoned—and we were in­
flated with the navigation of the Mifiiflippi. 
where all its benefits were taken away.. He then 
dfncl'uded, with giving his hearty approbation to
it ; but before he had done, he took notice of an

expreflion

i
u mit that the laws made by any independent (late 
“ of this union, be fubjeéled to the adjudication 
“ of any power or powers on earth.”

His Lordfhip ha\ing read the paper, demanded 
what Min tiers had to fay now for this boaflcd re­
commendation, for which they had (lipulatcd with 
Con^rcfs ? Could they fay, that the unhappy men 
who had fought and bled for this country, who had 
given up their all and fa pang the more grievous 
to minds of feeling) the all of their little families; 
could Min tlvrs^fay that thtfe men who had faid and 
d<bne, and fuffered all that was in the power of 
hurfian nature for our caufe, ought not to have 
hàd à better fecuriry than the prefent, from fcorn, 
infolt-rre, and ruin ? A peace founded on fuch a 
facrifice as this, mud be accurfcd in the fight of 
God and man ! His Ldrdlhip added a few words 
of ànimadverfion on other parts of the Treaty fimi- 
lar to theft which had been already ufed by the 
Noblemen who had fpoken in favour of the a- 

__ fnend nent, particularly with refpedt to the bounda­
ries, and this hefpoke 'o with great information and 
accuracy. All the forts his LordQvp faid were on 
the American fide—the immenfe cidridt of country 
which fypplied us with mads was gone—the In­
dian natiops were abandoned—and we were in- 
fulted with the navigation of the Mifiiflippi. 
where all its benefits were taken away.. He then 
dtfncl'ud'ed, with giving his hearty approbation to
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cxprcffion which bad fallen from a noble Duke 
(the Duke uf Grafton) who had faid. tha' it gave 0 
him plcafure to oblerve the delicacy with which the 
debate was conduced, in as much as thecondufl of 
the late Adminifiratiun, to which fo much of the 
misfortunes of this unhappy country were imput­
able, were not fo much as once mentioned. Now 
he was free to own, he was one of thofe who count­
ed it no delicacy to forbear adverting to that period ; 
a peiiod indeed, which the prefent Minillers would 
do well to decline fpeaking on For though it was 
difallrous, it was honett—it was honourable - it was 
every thing that could have commanded fuccefs, if 
one could look forward, and count upon certainty 
in fublunary tranfaclions.

Lord Vi/counl ILme uttered his thoughts on the 
fubjefl in fo low a voice, that there was fcarce a 
poffibility of collc&ing any thing which fell from 
him. However it feemed, that after giving an ac­
count of the Hate of the navy in the detail, he fum- 
med up its force, and faid, that by May next, what 
with the number of velfcls we had already, and thofe 
now in forwardnefs, this country might reckon upon 
ninety-nine line of battle (hips, tolerably fit for fer- 
vicc ; and, by the bed accounts, the force of the 
united Houfe of Bourbon might be about one hun­
dred and twenty-five. He faid, that by the Ureft 
accounts from Cadiz, the Spaniards and French had 
fixty fail of the line lying in that harbour, in prime 
condition, and in every refpeft well equipped for

* E 2 the
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the mod vigorous and aftive fervice. His I.ord- 
fhip's fpeecli was of conGderable length, and from 
fuch parts of it as reached uj, and what we could 
collect from the alluGons of thofe fpcakcrs who fol­
lowed, appeared to be intended as a defcription of 
the weak ftate of our naval power, and of$courfe a 
juftification, in fome meafure, of the treaties before 
the Houfe. He recounted the tranfaflions of the 
late campaign—attributed a great deal of our fucccfs 
te chance; for, in a competition of ftrength with 
the enemy, we were greatly inferior. Many of the 
fhips were in a poor condition ; that, for inftance, 
on board of which he hoifted bis flag, the Victory, 
was very bad, and very unclean. He clofed with 
obferving, that if no other good attended the prefent 
pacification than the mere breathing time it gave us, 
we ought to count the interval a happy one, and 
inftead of idly flinging away ot^r remaining ftrength 
in unnatural fquabbles among ourfelves, unite and 
endeavour to make the beft ufe of our time, in re­
cruiting againft the portability of future hofii^ity. 
This, he trufted, their Lordfhips good fenfe would 
confidcr to be the advice of patriotifm, and not 
of party.

Lord Vi/count Keppd faid, his laft accounts refpeZt- 
ing the ftate of the Spanifh navy at Cadiz, fpoke it 
to be no more than forty-two fail of the line of 
battle fhips; and he computed our force, good, 
bad, and indifferent, to be one hundred and nine. 
He could not, indeed, enter into the minutie of the

condition
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condition of our navy ; lie did not imagine it would 
be conîi fient with prudence ; but fo much would he 
fay, that he did not imagine the condition of our 
enemy's naval affairs was fo good as «our own, or 
that they had .any thing like fuch a profpeft.

Lord Vi/count Hour fhewed his Lordfhip, that the 
accounts on which he had founded his report of the 
flare of the Spanifh navy at Cadiz, were later thaa 
thofc his Lordfhip relied on ; but he could not, he 
faid, fubferibe to the mode his Lordfhip took of 
eflimating the naval flrength of Great-Britain, under 
the defeription of good, bad, and indifferent ; good 
and indifferent, a prudent man would think waa 
ft retelling the account to the utmofl verge of Jknv • 

indeed, he could hardly fay, utility; but to include 
the bad in the (latement, would be bad indeed.

Lord King faid, he did not approve of the man­
ner in which the war had been cairied on ; nor was 
he more reconciled to the peace—Vigour and fpirir, 
which feemed to him effentially neceffary to the 
dignity of martial or pacific tranfaflions, were want­
ing in both cafes. A noble Lord (Lord Sackville) 
bad read the Houft a continuation of that leffon 
which America, from the very outfet of the unfor­
tunate quarrel with this country, had been conflant- 
ly giving this country. doflrine was as old as
the creation, though we feemed to be ignorant of ir, 
“ He who is not for me in a flate of civil war, is, 
“ to all intents and purpofes, againft me/' The- 
language of war is harfh and diffonant. The intro-
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duflion of a foft note into it, on any pretence wlrat- 
ever, only betrays an ignorance of the mufic. lu 
plain terms, whenever there is a melancholy neref- 
£ly for a war of the na;uie with that of America, 
tendernefs in the beginning will, upon a rev iev of 
cveot< be found cruelty in ihe end 1 or his own 
part, bis Lprdfhip dedaied, that if he had had the 
conduQing of the war, he would have inflantlv, op 
the £r(l accounts of the rebellious condydt of the 
Americans, fent off a powerful force to their coun­
try ; and, inllead of burdening the peaceful and 
loyal fubjeéts which thefe troops h ad left behind,
Jwr would have left them to fubf fl themfelves upon 
the pioperties of the rebels, until, by a falutary 
tuuifc of military phyfic, they had taken them do 1 n 
from their aerial (lilts, and reduced them to the 
ftandard of common fenfe and allcgi- nee. The de­
ficiency of fpirit which his Lordthip thought fo 
culpable in the late MiniftrV, appeared alfo in this, 
and therefore he could not, confident with- his for­
mer opinions, give his approbation to a peace whole 
frame betrayeth fo much imbecility.

The Earl cj ihcllurnc then rofe, and the Houfe 
was all attention. The latentfs of the liour, my 
l ords, faid he, will not fulfer me to take the liberty 
of irt fpafiing fo far on your patience, as my feelings 
would therein prompt me to on the prefent occafiôn.
1 (hall .not add refs your paffions—that candid pro, 
vince I will leave to thole who have fhewn fuch 
ability fur its government to-night. As my conduct
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lias been founded upon integrity—-facts, and plain
rea Toning, will form its bed fupport----- 1 (hall ne-
ceflarily wave ilie confideration of the critical mo­
ment t which I tlepped into the adminifiration of 
the alTairs of this country—a moment when, if there 
be any credit due to the folemn, public declarations 
of men, who feemed then and feem now, to have 
the welfare of the State neared to their hearts—every 
hope of reimovatcd ludre was gone, and nothing but 
dreary dcfpondcncy remaned to the well-wilhers of 
Grcat-Britain. I am now fpeaking within memory, 
and consequently within proof. It is not for me to 
boad of my motives for danding forward at a period 
fo alarming. My circumdances are not fo obfeure 
as to render my conduft a matter of dubiety, and 
my own explanation of my feelings would, I flatter 
myfclf, fall far Ihort of that credit which fympathy 
would give me in the minds of men, whofe patriotifm 
is not that of words ; I make no merit of my hardi­
hood, and when I fpeak of mine, I with your Lord- 
fhips to underdand me as fpeaking of the generous 
enterprize of my noble and honourable colleagues 
in adminidration. It was our duty as good citizens, 
when the date was in danger, that all felfilh apprehen-' 
fions (hould be banifhed. I ffiall not, therefore, 
expatiate on my realons for coming into office, but 
openly and candidly tell your Lordlhips how I have 
conducted myfelf in it. A peace was the declared 
wiffi of the nation at that time. How was that to 
be procured bed for the advantage of my country ?

Certainly

I
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Certainly by gaining the mod accurate knowledge of 
the relative condition of the powers at war. Here a 
field of knowledge was required to be beaten, which 
no one man, vad and profound as it is poflible to 
picture human capacity, would by any means be fup- 
pofed equal to. Then if one man was inadequate to 
the whole talk, the next quedion naturally is, whac 
fet of men arc bed qualified as auxiliaries in it ? 
What is the fkill required ? A knowledge of trade 
and commerce, with all its relations, and an inti­
mate acquaintance with military affairs, and all its 
toncomitants.—Were men of this defeription con- 
fulted previous to, and during the progrefs of the 
treaty now before your Lordfhips ? I anfwer, they 
were. And with this fandtion Adminidration need 
affume no falfe brow of bravery, in combating 
glittering afiertions without edge, and indited fpe- 
culations without damina. Let us examine them, 
my Lords—Minidry, in the fird place, is blamed 
for drawing the boundary they have done between 
the territories of the United States and thofe of 
our Sovcteign in Canada.'- I wifh to examine every 
part of the treaties on the fair rule of value of the 
didridt ceded—To examine it on the amount of the 
exports and imports, by which alone wc could 
judge of its importance. The exports of this 
country to Canada then were only 140,000!. and 
the imports were no more than 50,000!. Suppofe 
|he entire fur trade funk into the fea, where is the 
detriment to this country ? Is 50,000!. a-year im­

ported
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ported in that article any objett for Great Britain to 
continue a war which the people of England, by 
their reprefentatives, have declared their abhorrence 
of? Surely it is not. But much lefs mult this 
appear in our fight, when I tell Parliament, and 
the whole kingdom, that for many years paft, one 
year with another, the prefervation of this annual 
import of 50,000!. has coft this country, on an 
average, 800,cool. I have the vouchers in my 
pocket, (hould your Lordftiips be inclined to exa­
mine the fadt. But the trade is not given up, it is 
only divided, and divided for our benefit. I ap­
peal to all men converfant with the nature of that 
trade, whether its bed refources in Canada do not lie 
to the northward. What then is the refult of this part 
of the treaty, fo wifely, and with fo much fmcere 
love on the part of England clamoured againft by 
noble Lords ? Why this. You have gencroufly given 
America, with whom every call under Heaven urges 
you to (land on the footing of brethren, a (hare in 
a trade, the monopoly of which you fordidly pre- 
ferved to yourfelves, at the lofs of the enormous fum 
of feven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. Mono­
polies fome way or other, are ever juftly punifhed. 
They forbid rivalry, and rivalry is of the very of­
fence of the well being of trade. This feems to 
be the sera of Proteftantifm in trade. All Europe 
appear enlightened, and eager to throw off the vile 
(hackles of opprc(five ignorant monopoly, of that 
unmanly and illiberal principle, which is at once
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ungenerous and t deceitful. A few interefied Gang; 
dian merchants might complain ; for merchants 
would always love monopoly, without taking a 
moment's time tO'think, whether it was for their
intereft or not. x I avow that monopoly is always 
unwife ; but if there is any nation under Heaven, 
who ought to be the firft to rej^d monopoly, it is 
the Englilh. - Situated as we are between the d
worltj and the new—and between the fouthernJand 
northerp Europe—all that we ought to covet upon
earth Was free _trade, and fair equahty. With 
more induftry, with more enterprize, with more
capital than any trading nation upon earth, it 
ought to be our confiant cry—let every market be
open—let us meet our rivals fairly—and we afk 
no more. It is a principle on which we have had 
t|e wiCdom to ad with refped to our brethren of 
Ireland j. and, if conciliation be our view, why 
Ihould we not reach it out alfo to America. Our 
generality is not much, but little as it is, let us 
give it with a grace. Indeed, to fpeak properly, 
it is not generofity to them, but oeconomy to our- 
lelves; and in the boundaries which are ettablilhed 
we have faved ourfelves the immenfe fum of 
8oo,oool. a-year, and Ihcwcd to the Americans 
our fincere love and fair intentions, in dividing the 
little bit of trade which Nature had laid at their 
doors i and telling them that we dcûred to live 
with them in communion of benefits, and in the 
finccrity of friendfltip. But the Indians were aban­
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vJoncd to their enemies. Noble Lords have takes 
great pains^to fhew the immenfe value of thefe In­
dians ; it was not unnatural for noble Lords, who 
had made fo lavilh an ufe of thefe Indiana, to com­
plain of their lofs ; but thefe who abhorred their 
violence would think Miniftry had done wifely — 
The Americans knew belt how to tame their favage 
natures.—The defcendants of the good William 
i'cnn would manage them better than all the Mr. 
Stuarts with all the Jews harps, razors, trumpery, 
and jobs that we could contrive. And now that 
I am fpeaking on the provifional articles with Ame­
rica, I lhall difmifs this fubjcCl, though it is blend­
ed with others, before I proceed to the inveftiga- 
tion of the reft of the objections to the treaties of 
pacification. Why have you given America the free­
dom of fifhing in all your creeks and harbours, and 
especially on the banks of Newfoundland, fay the 
noble objectors to this article Why P becaufe, in 

" the firft place, they could, frdm their locality, have 
exercifed a filhery in that quarter for the firft feà- 
fon (for there are two) without our confent, and 
in fpite of all our efforts to repel them. In Fe­
bruary, the firft feafon commences, and that is en­
tirely at their devotion ; for our people have never, 
and can never take their dations there fo foon. 
With regard to the other feafon, let us again re- 
vertoto what I have already faid refpefting the fur 
trade -, though we have not ;a monopoly, we have 
got fuch fuperior advantages in the article of dry- 

#F a ing



( 44 )

ing, curing, and preparing our fifh for market, 
from the exclufive command of the mod con­
tiguous ûiores* that a rivalry can only whet our 
induftry to reap thofc benefits our preferable 
fituation in this relpedt prefents to us. Btfc why 
have we not ftipulatcd a reciprocity of filhing in 
the American harbours and creeks ? I'll tell your 
Lordfhips:—Becaufe we have abundant employ­
ment in our own. Would not an American think 
it fordid in the extreme, nay, confidcr it bordering 
on madnefs, to cpvet the privilege o£ battening 
our cattle on fome of their rteril wilds, when we 
had our own fertile Savannahs to hav* recourfe to.
Such would be the opinion entertained of Miniftry, 
if it had childifhly and avaricioufly made a ftipula- 
tion of the nature the objeétors think they ought 
to have. As to the malts, a noble Lord faid, we 
were to have in fuch abundance at Penobfcot. t I 
will oppofe a fa5t to his bare tflflfcrtion. I have in 
my pocket a certificate from one df the ablclt fur- 
vcyors in our fcrvice, Captain Twifs, that there is 
not a tree there capable of being made a malt.
But; there remains fomewhat in thefe provifional 
articles ftill to be confidercd, which 1 have never 
reflected on without feelings as pungent as any 
which the warmeft admirers of the virtues of the 
Loyalifts can poOibly have experienced. I mean 
the unhappy ncceEty of our affairs, which induced 
the extremity of fubmitting the fate of the property 
of thefe brave and worthy men to the diferetion of

their
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their enemies.—I have but one anfwcr to give the 
Houfe in this particular, it is the anf.ver I gave 
my own bleeding heart. A part mud be wounded, 
that the whole of the empire. rAy not prrifh. If 
better terms could be had, think you, my Lords, 
that I would not have embraced them. You all 
know my cre^d, You all know my fteadinefs. If 
it were pofliblc to put afide the bitter cup the ad- 
verfitics of this country prefented to me, you know 
I would have done it; but you called for peace. 
To make it in the circumdances, which your Lord- 
fhips all know I flood on, was moft arduous. In 
this point nothing could be more grievous to me. 
Neither in public nor in private life is it my cha- 
rafler to defert my friends—I had but the alter­
native—cither accept the terms, faid Congrcls, of 
our recommendation to the dates, in favour of the 
Colonids, or continue the war. It is in our pcvHer 
to do no more than recommend Is there any man 
who hears me who will clap his hand on his heart 
aod dep forward and fay, I ought to have broken 
off the treaty ? If there be, I am fure he neither 
knows the date of the couutry, nor yet has He paid 
any attention to the willies of it. But dill 1 do 
not defpond with refpedt to the loyalids—I rely 
upon the wifdom, the honour, and the temper of 
the Congrefs. They were cautious in wording 
their treaty, led they fhould poflibly give oftcnce 
to the new dates, whole conditutions had not ad­
vanced to thofe habits of appearance and drength 
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that banifhcs all fufpiciom ; peremptory language 
b not the language of a new Hate. They mult 
(often their applications. In all their mcalurcs—for 
money—for men—they have ufed the word reevm- 
wihlalion to the Provincial Affemblics—and it has 
always been paid rtfpeft to. And, believe me, 
they do tire Loyalilts the offices not of fiiends, who 
furmife doubts on this occafion. Dut fay the 
word ; and that after all, this eltimable fet of men 
are not received and cht-riffied in the bofom of their 
own country. Is England fo loll to gratitude, and 
all the feelings of humanity, as not to afford
them an afylurn.--------- Who »Can be fo bale
as to think ihe will rcfule it to them ?----- -
Surely it cannot be that noble-minded man, who 
would plunge his country again knee-deep in blood, 
and faddle it with an expence of twenty millions for 
the purpofe of redo ring them. Without one drop 
of mood fpilt, and without one fifth expence of 
one year’s campaign, happincls and eafe can be 
given-the Loyalilts in as ample a manner as thefo 
Me flings were ever in their enjoyment ; therefore 
let lire i^utcry ceafe on this head. But which of 
I he two (lilcs of language is the more likely to al­
ii 11 the Loyalilts ? The fiile of the addrefs which 
Arffturrs the confidence of Parliament in the great 
intentions of the Congrefs—or the (tile of the ► 
noble Lord» who declare that recommendation is no­
thing. It In rely requires, mv Lords, no great depth 
of penetration.to ui(tin"uiHi between tlie.fe things.

A nub!^
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A noble Vi (count afks why Mr. OfwuIJ wns ap- 
pointed as licgociator againft fucli odds. It is vciy 
tiue Mr. Olwald has not the oratorial abilities of the 
noble Vilcount, the ' Ciceronian ilile, nor the per- 
iuafive add refs. The noble Vifeount would have 
fpoken in a different language; but Mr. Olwald 
had other talents, and, in my opinion, talents of a 
fuperior quality—the talents of lull information on 
the fubject—great commercial knowledge—plain 
dealing—unfpotted integrity—and a charadler which 
gave confidence to whatever he laid.

With refpeQ to the ccflion of the two Fioridas, 
he mull refer again to the exports and imports. 
Imports were not more than 70,cool, and the ex­
ports hardly exceeded 120,000!. To be fure I 
would not willingly take fo much from the com­
merce of the nation ; but amidff the millions of our 
trade, is this an object worth contending for at the 
hazard of continuing war? We will now, mv 
Lords, confider the articles with France, and lirlt 
let us look to Europe. 1 am alkcd, why overlook 
all the treaties refpefling Dunkirk ? let me
alk the quell ion in return, w hy were not thefc 
treaties ever inforced during all the adminiffrations 
which have pafled away fince the demolition of 
that harbour was fuff ftipulatcd ? This negligence is 
prima Jade evidence of the little account in which 
the fulfilling of that treaty has hitherto been held; 
for were it otherwife, we had often fince the power 
lo enforce it. And I have hearçl that able fcauian,

v

A



( 43 )

flic late Lord Hawke, declare, that all the art and 
cod that France could bellow on the bafon of Dun­
kirk, would not render it in any degree formidable or 
noxious to Great Britain. But, as was well ob- 
ferved by a noble friend near me (Lord Grantham) 
France wifhed to have the feathers fhe formerly * 
ftrutted with, rcllorcd to her ; and, furely, no fo- 
ber man would continue the war to thwart a fancy 
fo little detrimental to us. However, if I am mif- 
taken ; if Lord Howe be niidaken ; if former 
Miniders be mifiaken, let the proof be produced. 
Till then, I trud your Lordlhips, if you do not 
now approve of the conduct of my adminidration, 
m this particular, you will at lead fufpend your 
judgments. We will now', if your Lordlhips pleafe, 
advert to the objections refpetiing the cedlon to 
France on the road of Newfoundland. This, to be 
lure, is not to be tried by the rule of imports and 
exports. Eut what is it ? Seven degrees of latitude. 
Thefe are founding words ; but they arc no more.
By this part of the treaty future quarrels arc 
guarded againd. The concurrent filhery formerly 
exercifcd was a fource of endlefs drife—the French 
are now confine^ to a certain fpot—it is nothing 
compared to the extent we poflels, and it is beGdcs 
fituate in the lead productive part of that coad. 
But I would not have your Lordlhips pay greater 
attention to my bare aflertion, than I trud you will 
to the afTertions of thofe who take upon thcmfelves 
to pronounce this pa|t of the treaty wrong. I have

here
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here ready for your infpeftion the opinions of the 
abled men on that fubjedl. I applied to the perfon 
bed qualified to point them out to me. / The noble 
Lord near to me, (Lord KepjjflJ then at the head 
of the Admiralty, referred me to three oEcers in 
his Majedy’s fervice, whofe judgment and inte­
grity he could rely on, and your LordEips, on the 
bare naming of them, will rely on them too. Admiral 
Edwards tedimony mud have its weight—the tedi- 
mony of Captain Lcvifon Gower, whofe fervices 
the nation are to enjoy in peace as well as war— 
and that of Lieutenant Lane, who took an accurate 
furvey of the whole coad, and who was well quali­
fied for the talk, as he ferved under and poffeffed 
the confidence of the famous circum-navigator, 
Captain Cooke. Tbefc oficers all declare, that 
the bed fiEing was to the fouthward, which was en­
tirely in the poffeflion of the Englifh ; fo that we 
mud doubt the national fpirit, and the national in- 
dudry of this country, before we can pronounce, 
faid his LordEip, this fo much talked of exdufive 
feven league filhery an injury to Great Britain. As 
to the ceflion of St. Pierre and Miquelon, where is 
the proof that thefc places can be fortified fo as to 
annoy us ? I call on the noble objedfcrs for their 
proofs—I call in vain, 1 know I do. I have here 
in my hand that which will fatisfy your LordEips 
how idle all furmifes are on that head. Here arc 
certificates from the mod Ikilful and experienced çn- 
ginccrs, that leither St. Pierre or Xfiquclon would

* G admit
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admit the ccnfliu&’on of a fortrefs, which could 
fland the attack of the fmalleft of your frigates.— 
Permit me, my Ix>rds, to imprefs upon your minds, 
that the foundation of all the parts of the refpeftive 
treaties before you was, as I Hated in the begin­
ning, not fpeculation or iâle conjefture. but prac­
tice and folid experience. My language does not 
mock your underltanding with affertions—it feeds it 
with fa£l. With this conflantly in your eye, I ( 
court for myfelf and my colleagues,''your Lord- X 
fliips decifion on our conduû. And we Will now, 
if your L ordlhips plcafe, take a view of our affairs 
in the Welt Indies. All the ifiands there are re-

* V ♦ , f ft n . # : , . , •
ftored to us, and in return, we cede St. Lucia and 
Tobago. Sf^ Lucia, held in fo much eftimation 

now, may be tiied more fairly by the value let 
upon it at the Iatt peace. As I faid before, on all 
hands it is allowed that was not a humiliating, but 
a high and mighty peace for this country. Why, 
therefore, if this ifland was, as the objeétors pre­
tend, the key-flone that fupported and cormeâed 
the arch of all our power ini the Leeward Hlam’s — 
Why, I fay, was not this ifland then retained ? But 
I can produce the opinions of your mod experienced 
feameh on this head, my Lords, which vindicate 
that Mini dry as well as the prefent. And I do 
therefore claim the indulgence (until niy petition 
is controverted by fuperior evidence) to be tiefieved, 
When I aifert, that St. Lucia is not of that vafi con- 
fcqucncc Tome noble Lords’Would'pbftcfs lins Houle

with
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with the opinion of, in order to depreciate the merits 
of the treaty. With relpeft to Tobago, It is fil'd, 
the ccllion of that ifland will ruin our cotton manu- 
facluie. Pray let tne afk noble Lords, was our 
cotton manufacture a poor one before We poiïi-ffed 
that ifland ? As no noble Lord riles to aflert the 
affirmative, I will be allowed to (late it in the ne-

,,.j :
gatiye. It was not poor then. Why (hould it be 
poor now ? We have Seen long in poffelfion of that 
great branch of trade, eonfequently we can afford 
to give a greater price for cotton than any of our 
neighbours. Cotton, therefore, be it in tfte'hands 
of friend or foe, will always, your LordQifys may 
be affured, find its way to our door, in preference 
to that of thofe who cannot meet it with fuch a 
purfe. But I know a few over-groWn monopolizers 
of that article, or fome felrilh proprietors, would 
fee the nation fieeped in blood, loorfer than they 
would forfeit, by the peace, one farthing of that 
emolument which they pfed to make when Tobago 
was in our hands. Let me comfôrt thefe worthy 
men, by telling them, that the iflarids reftored to us, 
contain a vail number of acres, uncultivated, which 
tnay be applied to the growth of this fo much covet­
ed commodity. But let it be’ remembered, that we

.; J Goa 1i!'l - . V! -, , r ,,
have kept Dominique—an wand as Valuable to this 

•non * n ici T.m if ,«>wi«ij. ■ cj c ■ .r -country, if not more fo, than St. LuCia, if’ conu­
de red as a place of obfervation and ftrength. 'u I 
have it on the authority of a noble" Admiral, whofe 
cohquefis in the Well-Indies have been diltinguilhcd 
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by laurels that will bloom for ever. We will now, 
my Lords, proceed to the examination of the ob. 
jeûions egainft the part of the French treaty that 
refpeûs our affairs on the coaft of Africa) Senegal 
is given up, and the gum trade is therefore loft. Is 
that inference juft ? Is not the faith of France en. 
gaged for our having a fair (hare of that trade. 
More than a (bare we never were in ppffelBon of. 
But what tie is this fame faith ? It will be alked, 
What tie ? Why as ftroqg a tic, as all men of reflec­
tion mud know every parchment tie is between rival 
nations.—Only to be obferved while intereft or con­
venience obliges. The ties of nations no man can 
be fo wrçtphedly vprfed ip hiflory, or fo miferably 
deficient in obfervation, as to place upon the parallel 
with thofe which are binding upon individuals ; but 
on enquiry your Lordihips will find, that Senegal, 
which we have given up, is not Eb favourably 
fi mated for trade as Scnegambia, which we have 
kept. The former has a bar dangerous to (hipping ; 
an inconvenience which the other is free from. In a 
word, by this article pf the treaty, inftead of lofing 
any thing, wp fecurp (as much as we çver had fecurcd) 
a (hare in the gum trade, ai>d we are not under the 
neceffity we formerly were, of making that coaft a 
grave for our fellow fubjeds, thoufands of whom 
were annually devoted to deftruflion from the un- 
heajthinefs of tbft cljmate, by means of our jealoufy, 
which fept them there to watch an article of trade.

<
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Which in vain we endeavoured to monopolize. I 
mult now, my Lords, call your attention to what 
concerns the part of the treaty refpetiing the Eaft* 
Indies. Here Minifiry are alked, why they reltored 
Pondicherry to the Frepch ? and why they gave 
permiffion to them to yün a ditch round Chandena- 
gore. Two cogent reafons can be given for this 
conduû ? The firft is the unwillingnefs, and the 
inability of this country, to profecute the war; and 
the other is, the diftrafted (late of the Bntilh domi­
nions in that part of the world. Your Lordlhips 
mult foon be fully acquainted with the whole of the 
melancholy truth I only glance at on this occafion. 
Nfy Lords, by the lad accounts from thence, the 
troops were declared to be four months unpa>d, and 
of courfe upon the eve of â mutiny. Nay, in fuch 
miferable fituation were the affairs of the Eaft; 
India Company in that quarter, that they were 
obliged to mortgage their commodities to wealthy 
individuals, who would not (Co reduced is the credit 
of the Company in that quarter of the globe) take 
their folemn affurance for the faithful difpofal of the 
flock at the Eaft India fales here, but employed 
agents to fee the bufinefs more fecurely tranfa&cd. 
Do ytrnr Lordlhips know th^t there are one million 
four hundred thoufand pounds of thefe draughts yet 
Unpaid ? that there arc two hundred and forty thou­
fand pounds more coming home ? And that your 
Lordlhips may form fome eftimate of the extrava­
gance of the ufury at which the Company were 

« obliged
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ebliged to borrow from thefc people, when fome of 
the wry agents employed by thofe ufbrers, have 
twentythoufand pounds a year coramilfion for their 
trouble. Is it newfiary, my Lords, to fay a word 
more for the neojlfity of conceding thefe, meters to 
the French, vyho .yvere at the very motnenjt forming 
alliances with Hydejr Ally, our mod formidable.^nd 
inveterate euemy, to drive us entirely; ou^ of,the 
country: Our old foe, Monfieur de mfiy, in the 
decline of life, alnioft at jü)e age of $ighty, leaving 
France purpofely to form alliances.—-And what have 
we to withlland their force when formed ? Will un­
paid troops fight, think you ? But fay that it was pofU- 
Lle to expeft fuch difinierelled condu^ from a com­
mon foldiery, will, or rather can famifbed troops fight. 
Our account about the fame time tells us, that our 
forces fyit out again tit Hyder Ally, were in daily 
dread of being fiarved.to death? What ffand could 

?n army of infantry for. we iiad .po hprfe) make 
ugainft that potent prince, and bis çumçyçius, well- 
appointed, formidable cavalry? IS one. ^fbqy would 
be as chaff before the. wind. Do your Lortjfhips- 
know too, that all hopes of peace with the Mahrattas 
art fniffratcd-r-tliat we have been deceived by idle 

c" ftories of applications being made to meP of power 
in the Mahralta Stales, who prumited to exert their 
influence, but n was foun^ that they had no in­
flue Die upon earth? While, therefore, the Frençh 
Court, were ignorant of. the tad condition of our 
affairs in that quarter, wbilç they were as y.et un­

acquainted>
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acquainted with the refult of Monfieur de Buffy’s né­
gociation with the Indian Powers, was it not prudent 
in the Britifh Miniftry to concede, as they did at that 
moment, when there was a probability that they 
had conceded what was no longer in their power to 
keep ? 1 have now, faid his Lordlhip, gone, as well 
as my memory ferves me, through the detail of all 
the objeâions which have been made to the treaty 
between us and France ; and, I trud, your Lord- 
fhips fee, from the faffs to which ! have all along 
referred you, the neoelfity and the policy of our 
conduft ip thus particular. Let me, before I con­
clude, call to your Lord (hips minds the general date 
of this country, at the period in which the pacific 
négociations were fet on foot. Were wc not at the 
extremity of didrefs ? Did-not the bolded of us 
cry out for peacte ? Was not the objefl of the war 
done ? Was not the independence of America 
folemnly recognized by Parliament ? Could that 
independence be afterwards made a dipulation 
for the redoration of tranquility ? On an entire 
(rot a partial) view of our affairs at that time, 
is there any honed fenfible man in the king­
dom, that will not fay the powerful confederacy 
with whom we1 had then to contend, had 
the mod decided fuperiority over us ? Had we 
fcaice one taxable article «that was not already 
taxed te the uttnoft extent ? —Were we not one 
hundred and ninety-feven millions in -debt.' and 
had wc not the enormous lum- of twenty five

. millions
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millions unfunded ?—our navy bills bearing an 
enormous difeount—our public credit beginning 
to totter—our refourccs confeffedly at an end— 
our commerce day by day becoming worfe—our 
army reduced, and in want of thirty-thoufand 
men to make up its eftabliihments—our navy, 
which has been made fo much the boaft of fomc 
men, in fuch a Condition, that the noble Vifcounr, 
now at the head of the profeflion, in giving a 
defcription of it, drove to conceal its weaknefs, 
by fpeaking low, as if he wiffied to keep it 
from going abroad into the world. But in fuch a 
day as this it mull be told—their Lord (hips mud 
be told what were the difficulties which the King’s 
Minilters had to encounter with in the courfe of 
the laft campaign. Your Lord (hips muft be told 
how many (leeplefs nights I have fpent—how 
many weary hours of watching and diftrefs. What 
have been my anxieties for New-York 1 What 
bave 1 fuffered from the apprehenûon of an attack 
on that garrifon, which, if attacked, muft have 
fallen ! What have I fuffered from the apprehen- 
fion of an attack on Nova Scotia or Newfoundland ! 
The folly, or the want of enterprize, of our enemies 
alone protected thofc places •, for, had they gone 
there inllead of Hudfon's Bay, they muft have 
fallen. What have I fuffered for the Weft-Indies, 
where, with jll our fuperiority of navy, we were 
not able to undertake one attive or offenfive mea- 
furc for warn of troops -, and where, if an attack

had
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bad been made where it was meditated, we were 
liable to lofe our molt valuable pofle fiions ! How 
many fleeplefs nights have I not fuff:red for our 
pofle fiions in the Eall Indies,' where our diftrefles 
were undefcrihablc ! How many fleeplefs nights 
did I not fuffer on account of our campaign in 
Europe, where, with all our boafted navy, we had 
only one fleet with which to accomplilh various 
objeéts! That navy, he was fair to own, was well 
conduced. Its detachment to the North Seas, to 
intimidate the Dutch, was a happy and a feafon- 
able ftrolte ; but the falvation of the Baltic fleet 
was not all to be aferibed to ability—accident con­
tributed to that event—accident contributed to 
more than one article of our naval triumphs. How 
many of our (hips wefe unclean? The noble 
Vifcount has told us the cafe of the fleet with 
which he was fent to the relief of Gibraltar. He 
could hardly venture to fwim home in the Victory. 
How many of our (hips were in fadt undermanned ? 
Did the Houfe know this ? Did they know that 
our naval flores, were exhaufted—that our cordage 
was rotten—tha( our magazines were in a very 

low condition—and that we had no profpett pf our 
navy being much better in the next campaign than 
it was in the prefent. [The noble Earl, during 
all thefe queries, dire&ed his e^es to Lord KcpptL, 
until the noble Admiral called him to ortiicr.J Do 
the Houfe know all this ? The noble Lord is 
offended at my directing myfelf to him ; I have no

* ft idtj*
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idea of imputing blame to the noble Vifeount. 
His abilities are uhquedioned ; but when the 
greatnefs of the navy is made not only a boad, 
but an argument, it is fair to examine the faâ. 
Are not thcle things fo ? and arc not thcle things 
to be confidcred, weighed, and taken into the 
account, before Miniders are condemned for 
giving peace to the country ? Let the man who 
will anfwtr me thefe queftions fairly, tell me how, 
in fuch circumdances, he would make a-peace, 
before he lets his tongue loofe againft thofc 
treaties, the ratification of which has caufed /for 
myfclf at lead I willTpc ik, and 1 believe : Lmay 
alio anfwcr for mj colleagues) fo many anxious 
days and flceplcls nights. It is ealy for any 
bungler to pull down the faired fabric, but is 
that a rcafon, my Lords, he Ihould cenfure the 
(kill of the architect who reared it. But I fear 
! trefpafs, my Lords, on your paiimce too long. 
The fubjedt was near my heart, and you will par­
don me, if l have been earned in laying before 
your Lord (hips our embarraffments, ouY difficul­
ties, our views, and our realons for what we have 
done. I lubmit them to you with confidence, and 
rely on the noblenefs of your natures, that in 
judging of men who have hazarded fo much far 
their country, you will not be guided by prejudice, 
nor influenced by party.

Lord Vifeount Ke+pJ made a fllort reply (o the 
noble Lord, in the couile of which he laid, that

he
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lie had not been invited to be prêtent when the 
opinions of Admiral Edwards, and the other offi­
cers, had been afked on the Newfoundland fifhery, 
otherwife he might have given his opinion of what 
hzd been faid. In refpeft to what the noble Lord 
had thrown out with regard to the (late of the 
navy, and the embarradments and accidents of the 
lad campaign, he was not folicitous of the noble 
Earl’s praife, and he was not much hurt at his in- 
finuation—he would abide by what he had faid—

( the navy of England was not only in a flourifh- 
ing, but a vigorous (late ; and we had the hap-, 
pied profpeéts before us for the next campaign.

The Duke of Richmond faid the peace was no 
peace of his ; he could find a hundred faults with 
it ; and as to Gibraltar, his Grace did not well un- 
derdand the noble Lord when he threw out, that 
no one had ever faid, that it might not be given 
up in certain cafes. His Grace thought, that their 
l^ordfhips ough^ neceflârily to have the treaty 
with the Dutch laid before them, before they came 
to any determination on the Preliminary Articles ; 
and he begged to know from the noble Earl, 
whether the rumour was true, that the important 
bay and feulement of Trincomale was to be 
given up.

• ,, The Earl of Shelburne difclaimed any difrefpeft 
toward Lord Keppel, and with refpeft to Gibral­
tar, he again infided upon it, that it had been 
aid, that it might not be given up in fuch and fuch 
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m fiances. H il Lotdûiip faid it was no fcc ref, 
what the treaty would be with Holland. The 
Cape of Good Hope wai to be ceded to the 
Dutch, and Trinamale was alfo to be given up.

Lord, Loughborough, in a long and mod elegant 
fpeech, reprobated the articles of pacification, and 
ftrongjy fupported the proposed amendment. His 
Lordfhip expatiated on the prefent date of the 
country, compared the accounts given him of it 
by a noble Lord, who had lately relinquilhcd the 
faperintendcncc of the naval department, and of 
the noble Vifcount, his great and llluftrioua friend, 
(to wliofe profeflional judgment he paid the 
bigheft rcfpeét) who now occupied his place. 
Their ftatements, he faid, of the comparative 
flrength of this country were different. Still, 
however, from their collctied details, the naval 
confequcnce of this nation was obvioufly deducible 
— In luch circumftanccs, what tcims of pacifica­
tion were reafonably to be expefled ? He had 
heard, on former occafions, the military^orce of 
this country leffened both in refpeâ to its real 
importance and numbers. He had been told that 
our army was an army that only cxiftcd on paper, 
and that though rated at 100,000 troops, its com­
ponent parts did not amount to near that quantity 
of men. He had been careful to invefligate this 
circumftancc, and by the a Alliance of an ingeni­
ous, a well-informed, and accurate military friend, 
he had found that its number, in fad, amounted

to
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to 72,000 tffcflive men. However perfons, there­
fore, might affeét the look, and language of def- 
pondency 00 particular occafions, however they 
might mif-ftate tatis to give force to argument, or 
however profedional men might differ in fenti- 
ment with refpeif to the real Hate of the firfl ob­
jets of national concern, he thought himfelf au­
thorized to fay that our condition was refpeûable, 
and that we had every reafon to alk or to demand 
equal and honourable terms of peace. Had our 
conduct however been fuitable to fuch ideas ? 
Had we adted agreeable to our dignity as a na­
tion ? Did not our lituation entitle us to honour­
able terms of capitulation ? But bad we not pufi- 
lanimoufly fupplicated ? And great as our refources 
were, high as the re-animated fpirit of the nation 
was, had we not bafely furrendered to the enemy 
at difcretion ? Look at the articles before you, 
(continued his Lordlhip) and you will find no­
thing in them but concejfim, conctjjion from begin­
ning to end. They affedl, indeed, to hold out a 
reciprocity of interelt to the capitulating parties; 
but in what is this fpecious appearance founded ? 
is theic one mutual advantage which we now rc- 
ctive, or can ever hope to derive from the treaty 
before you. Even the peace you have fupplicated 
and obtained, when properly examined, will be 
found to communicate no fubffantial good to this 
country, to be fhadowy in its nature, and even to 
contain, in its firft principles, the “ prolific fudiof 

\ “ difeord,"
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" iifceriwhic h mud (hoitly break out info 
open hotHlity and war. The prçfent ce (fat ion of 
aims is, in fidt, no peace. It is only a temporary 
furraider of army which will (hortly be refumed ; 
and if it ferve any puvpofe at all, it is fuch as 
my noble friend (Lord Howe) has deferibed it to 
be ; it gives us a “ breathing time" to prepare 
ourfelves for returning with a renewed alacrity to 
the charge : Nor is this treaty only unfafe in its 
nature, and deditute of that fecurity which is the 
objett of every well conducted fyflem of general 
pacitication ; the principle on which the noble 
Lord employed in the formation of it has pro- 
ceded, is to me the mod exceptionable that could 
be dated. The noble Loid has enlarged upon the 
exteniive views, liberal principle, and honed re­
nunciation of privilege, on which he has edablidied 
his fydem of general pacification. He entertains 
the mod flattering profpetts of mutual advantage' 
to Ameiica and this country, from thefe magnani­
mous conceptions and generous donations. He 
d fcards the idea of I monopoly, which has raifed 
this country to an unrivalled pitch of fplendour, 
and throws himfelf on the generofity of a did ant 
and independent nation, but on what grounds 
does the noble Lord found his Utopian fydem ? 
From what experiences, from what hidories does 
he derive thofe tond hopes of mutual and fubftan- 
tial connexion, of immenfe advantage, of pro­
fitable commerce, with a flate wc have endea­
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vourcd in vain to conquer, and have been compel­
led to declare free ? Have fuch maxims as thefe 
railed this country to its former height and glory?
And is not the adopting them, in fadt, exchang­
ing thofc wife principles, which animated and 
conducted our foiefathers, for a fyltem of new­
fangled maxims, unfafe in their nature, untried, 
and dangerous in their complicated operations.—
Nor does any principle, but that of the molt p odigal 
and gratuitous conccflion, feera to have animated 
the noble Lord in conducing the treaty of peace.—
As a facrifice to this favourite inclination, he has 
refigned immenfe territory in the call, and in the 
welt, ceded iflands, and evacuated fortrefles with­
out equivalent ; rclinquifuing the certainties of im­
mediate advantage for the fond and (hadowy * 
piolpedts of future commerce and aggrandizement.
Need I go over thefe ground» of argument which % 
have already been fo ably explained to your Lorc- 
fliips, as an illuftration of my pofuion on this fub- 
je£t ? Need 1 direft >our attention to that im­
menfe celhon of empire which has been made in 
Canada, and to thofe importanÇtnilitary fortrefles 
which you have found from experience to be fo 
advantageous, in cartying on your wars in. lhofe 
parts of the globe, which were your own by light, 
and which you had purchafcd by blood.—I do not 
fpealt of renouncing claims which you could not 
vindicate, or relinquifhing privileges which you 
could not afl'ert; and unable to redeem a con­

( 63 )
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quered country, which was once yours, ought you 
not fnrely to have retained thofe pofleflions whiih 
the fortune of war had rendered your own ? You 
have evacuated Charles-Town, a place which I 
have been weH informed, by a letter I have feen 
from that brave, aflive, and ingenious officer 
Major Moncrieff, was as impregnable as Gibraltar 1 
and you have given away St. Lucia, the mod im­
portant ifland you had captured in the Wed-lndifrs, 
to the French.—Upon what principles th*fe cef- 
fions can be explained* except that of the mod 
benevolent Quixotifm, I am at a lofs to divine.— 
1 he uti pn/fidetis has in all treaties 'and in all de­
fer iptions of right been acknowledged a fafe and pru­
dent maxim.—Here it feems abandoned and re­
probated.— But thefe are not the only concer­
tions which have been made, the only rights which 
.have been abandoned. In relinquifhing thofe ter­
ritories which belonged to the Britifh empire, folemn 
treaties have not only been violated, but alfo the 
rehgiou-. principles of thofe fubjeéti who Have been 

betrayed, have been wantonly abandoned. — In 
Roman Catholic countries little or no toleration 
is given to the exercifc of the Protedant reli­
gion—Yet by the treaty on your table the free­
dom and religious privileges of faithful fubjelEts are 
refigned into the hands of intolerant religronids, 
without dipulalion or provifion.—I call on your 
Lordfhips in’general, and upon fome of you 
(pointing to the bench of Bid .ops) inoie particu-

' larly,
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îarly, to fay, whether you can approve a treaty fo 
inimical to the religious toleration of the bunAn 

race.—
Nor are thefe the blacked horrors which majj

this treaty.—It abandons the loyal .friends
country.—It leaves them to the mercy of their 
enemies.—Is there dill a remnant of generofity in 
the mind of Britons, and fhall they not reprobate 
fuch an aft of the fouled defertion with abhor­
rence.—Tothefe unfortunate men you promifedpro­
tection*—They have relinquidied their all on your 
account, and as a recompence for their heroifm
and difinterefied cooduft, you repay them, by a
recommendation—To whom ? to thofe very perfons . 
whofe hands are reeking with the blood of their 
relations and friends.—In the hidory of treaties, 
in the annals of nations, or of the human fpecies, 
are there fuch intiances of ingratitude and of trea- 
fon to mankind.—The Catalonians, even under the - 
preffure of Spanilh bondage and of Spaniih con- 
qued, fecuied to themfelves the proteftion of their 
friends.—Francis the Fird, after having received 
the mod fignal defeat in the hidory of monarchs, 
declared, he had lod all but bis honour. On this 
point he was invincible, and it was the magnani* 
mity of this exalted fentiment which in a more 
happy moment relieved his fortunes, and raifed 
him to bis former glory.—By the treaty before you 
Britons have lad their honour, and it will remain 
on record as an awful teftimony, not only of the

*1 treachery
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treachery of this nation, but alfo of the bafenefs of 
human race.- —

His Lordlhip concl uded with obferving, that 
the concédions which bad been made, and the ter­
ritories that had been given away, were in virtue of 
his Majerty's prerogative.—He confidered this as 
a dangerous and unconftitutional exertion of this 
principle.—He was too much fatigued to go into 
1 difeuflion of this fubjeft, but aflerted, that it was 
his deliberate opinion, that Majefty was inverted 
with no fuch unlimited power, that he would fup- 
port his judgment and principles, by precedent 
as well as by the bed authors, and he wonld meet 
the quertion whenever their Lordlhips pleafcd.

The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and mado 
a long and mort able anfwer to the noble and 
learned Lord who had juft fat down. He could 
claim to himfelf, he faid, no part of the attention 
of the Houfe on the grounds of eloquence and ora­
tory. Thert belonged pecuharily to the noble 
Lord who had fo long and fo ably endeavoured to 
fafeinate their Lordlhips, and whofe (lull and a<^ 
drefs in managing the partions of his auditors was 
not to be equalled, ahd by a man of plant-glean­
ing, and fober uoderftanding, whole only tyifh 
was to diferiminate between truth and fiElion, fuch 
as he was, not to be coveted. All jhe gay chi* 
meras of a fertile imagination had been addled ; 
and he had no objeétion to fee noble Lords indulge 
tbemfclves in the difplay of theit talents for the in­
ventive ; but he did objcEt to their preding thwir

chirimerXs
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chimeras into a foleprn debate, and fubftituting 
them for argument and reafon. The noble and 
learned Lord would forgive him for treating what 
he had fa id lightly, as he profelfcd, upon his ho­
nour, that his plain and narrow conception did 
not reach his meaning. He had thought proper to 
pledge himfelf to bring before their Lordlhips the 
proof, that the prerogative of the crown did not 
reach fo far, as to warrant the alienation of ter-

i

ritories, in the making of peace, which had not 
been acquired by conqueft during the war. If this 
dt>£lrine was true, he fhould confider himfelf as 
ftrangely ignorant of the conllitution of his coun- 
try, for till the prefent day of novelty and miracle, 
he had never heard that fuch a doélrine exifted. 
He fancied, however, that the noble and learned 
Lord had thrown down the gauntlet on this fub- 
jeft, more from knight errantry than patriotifm, 
and that he was more inclined to fhew the Houfe 
what powers of declamation he po&fled in the fup- 
port of hypothetical propofitions, than anxious to 
define, or to confine a power wifely veiled in the 
executive branch of our Government,unqueftioned, 
as to its utility, and much lefs as to its exillence. 
He was the more convinced of this, when he heard 
the fources mentioned from which the noble Lord 
chofe to draw his teftimonies and arguments. One 
would have thought, that when a great, experienc­
ed, and jufily eminent lawyer hazarded an opinion 
refpedting a mull important point of the conftitu-

• ( 67 )
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tion of this country, that he would think it ne- 
ceffary to produce proofs from the records and 
authorities of the State, or that at lead he would 
fhrw, that the common opinion and content 6f men 
went with him ; but indead of this, the noble and 
learned Lord reforted to the lucubrations and 
fancies of foreign Writers, and gravely referred 
their Lordihips to Swifs authors for an ex­
planation of the prerogative of the Èritifh Crown. 
He, for his own part, iejeéted ah books" on 

the pôlnt before them. However full of inge­
nuity br fpeculation, Mr. Vatdl, and Mr. PuEen- 
dorf might be on the drotts da gens, and other 1 
points, which neither were nor could be fixed by 
any folid and permanent rul/\, he denied their 
aUthoritJ-4-he exploded their evidence, when they 
were brought to explain to him what was, and 
what was not the prerogative of the Britilh Crown. 
Having thought it neceffary to fay jud fo much, 
as to his way of judging on the quedion, he would 
inform the noble and learned Lord, that he accept­
ed qf hi» challenge—he was prepared to fneet him, 
and to combat the queftion, not, however, with the 
weapons which the noble and learned Lord had 
lift'd on that night, of vague declamation, and 
oratorial flounfhes—thefe he contentedly left with 
all the plaudits which they were calculated, and, ’ 
perhaps, intended to gain—but with qndecorated ' 
fenfe, and fimple argument. It was, in his opi­
nion, more uteful to dick to that rule of reafonmg *

and



and dedudion by which the mind was taught, that 
two and two make four, than to fuffer their under- 
flandings to be warped, and their eyes to be blinded 
by the falhionab'le logic which delighted in words, 
and which drove rather to confound what was \ 
plain, than to unravel what was intricate.

But the queftion immediately before the Houfe 
was, whether their Lordlhips fliould agree to ap­
proach the Throne with an addrefs of thanks, for 
the peace which had been concluded fairly, hqneft- 
ly, (imply approving of that peace—-or whether 
they (hould approach the Throne with an addrefs 
of thanks for the peace, and at the famé time dis­
approve of, cenfure,%nd condemn that peace.— 
This was precifély the queftion and he begged to 
a(k their Lord (hips, roundly and fairly, whether 
the bare (latement of the queftion did not manifeft 
its abfurdity ? What, to thank his Majefty for a 
thing of which they difapproved—to thank his 
Majefty for a peace, which, at the fame time, they 
declared to be “ inadequate to their juft expefta- 
11 lions, inconfiflent with the relative fituation of 
“ the Belligerent Powers, and derogatory to the 
“ honour and dignity of the empire/* He defired ' 
to know, when this propofition was divefted of all 
its drefs and ornament, if it did not appear to 
them very inconfiftcqt with the dighity of that 
Houfe, who were to prefent the addrefs, and of 
the Crown, who was to receive it. But, he faid, 
it Was thus-artfully "worded, fpr rcafons which it



via hot difficult to difcover ; but he thought it urt- 
wortby of their Lordlhips to do that by a fide- 
wind, which if they thought fit to do, it became 
the noblenefs of their natures to do openly. If 
they thought the King's Minifters deferred cenfure 
for the peace which they had concluded, why not 
infliCi their cenfure in that way, which alone could 
make that cenfure a punilbment, in * fair, manly, - 
and direct manner, fucb as became the high cha­
racter of that Hqufe. | /.. ' \,

The noble and learned Lord then came to en­
quire whether the peace, which had been conclud- , 
ed, was, under all the riicumftances of our fttua- 
tiun, fuch as their Lordlhips ought in fairnefs to 
cenfure. In doing this, he enumerated the various 
particulars which had been adduced in the debate, 
and contended, that the articles were not fubjcCl 
to the fevere objections which had been made 
again ft them. He could not forgçt the anxiety , 
nor the language of noble Lords, who, but a few, 
very few months* ago, were the moft eager and 
clamourous for peace. When thofe perlons ap- • 
preheuded, that the difficult talk of nuking peace 
would fall upon themfelves, tlien our condition 
was pointed in all, and, perhaps, in more than its . 
real gloom—and their Lordlhips were deprellêd 
and tortured with the accounts which were given , 
of ottr pavy, and our reCouvces. Then any peace, 
it was declared, would be a good one. fik peace 
lor a year even—n»y, for a month—fat a day

was

it

1

ftJ 1

X\

;



was Coveted—Any thing that would jn(t give us 
breathing time, and fervc to break thç^jdangerous 
confederacy a grin (l us—would be aprofperous 
event. But when the grievous talk wasjhifted to 
ethers—how did the language differ. The navy 
grew as it were by magic.—The refources of the 
Hate became immenfe. — The condition of the 
country flourifhing,—and the Miniffry were to be 
tried by the (trifled and mod rigid law. The 
noble Lord dwelt on this glaring inconfidency for 
fome time, and concluded a long and mod inge­
nious fpeech, with a high commendation of the 
Addrcfs, and the mod direfl cenfure of the pro- 
pofed Amendment.

The Earl of Carlijle thought it neceflary to (hew 
that there was no ground for the imputed abfurdity 
in the motion as amended. They were to thank his 
Majedy—for what ?^-hor the communication of the 
Preliminary Articles of Peace—they were to hold 
that peace facred becaufe concluded—but they 
were with the manlinefs which became them, to 
declare that it was inconfident with their expefla- 
tiions, and deregatory to the honour and dignity of 
the empire. In all this he could not perceive any 
thing ab.'urd.

Earl Gower concluded the debate, with declar­
ing his opinion fhortly, that the peace did not 
come up to his expeflations. lie thought we 
were entitled, from our condition, to better 
terms ; but he did not think himfelf at liberty to

reprobate
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reprobate it in the fevere terms of the amendment. 
He was therefore in a ftrange predicament—he 
could neither vote for the addrcfs nor againft it ; 
and he fhould therefore withdraw.

It being near half part four o’clock in the 
morning, the Houfe divided on the quellion—that 

, the words propofcd to be omitted Hand part of 
the addrels.
Contents, — 69 Not contents, — 55
Proxies — 3 Proxies — — 4

It -
72 59

Majority for the Addrefs 13.
There were in the Houfe at one time of the 

day 145 Peers, which is a greater number than 
has been known on any quellion during the pre- 
fent reign.
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