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MONDAY, FeeruarY 17, 1783.“

HE Houfe was more crouded with members

and ftrangers, than it has been known for
many years. There were upwards of four hundred
and fifty members in the houfe it one time. About
four o’clock the order of the day was called for ;
and the clerk at the table read the Articles of Peace
with France and Spain; and the Provifional Arti-
cles with America,

Mr. Thomas Pitt then rofe to move the addrefs;
he began with faying he felt mixed fentiments of
regret and fatisfaction : that whilft he congratulatcd
the houfe and the country upon fecing the pro-

greflion towards certain ruin ftopped, and a period
P B put



. knowledged pofieflion 'of France at the outfet of

(2)

put to fuch a complication of evils as had fcarce
ever combined togcther, — he could not without
pain reflect - that in the courfe of fo few years,
all our boafted empire upon the continent of North
America was reduced to little more than the ac-

the laft war. That a peace was always unpopular,
— if the war was profperous, the hopes were difap-
pointefl, — if difaftrous, the conceflions were humi-
liatifg, — that if he had any thing to build upon -
popularity, or if prudence was his cMiracter, he
fhould content himfelf with a filémt vote upon the
occafion, grather than draw upon himfelf clamour
from without doors, and the attack of party fpirit
within.  That, however, popular prejudice gave
way to time, and truth fooner or later carried con-
viction with it. That as to Minifters and the can-
didates for Miniftry, he looked upon them as dea-
lers in the fame merchadize, that they difcredited
each others wares to recommend their own, and
to draw cuftemers to them. That thinking men
admired their ingenuity, but reduced their argu-
ments to their juft value. i

That the queftion before the houfe was fimply this,
whether fuch a peace was better than fuch a war, —
He then proceeded to fhew the neceffity_of peace
from the ftate of the country. He proved by pa-
pers upon the table, that the intereft of the public

debt, was increafed from lefs than four millicns and
a half
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a halt at the beginning of Lord North’s war, to
near nine millions and a half at prefent. — That this
fix years war had coft us therefore confiderably
more than all the fuccefles of the Duke of Marl-
berough and Lord Chatham, and all the wars put
together from the time of the revolutionfor near a
century.— That it had eotailed a permanent burthen
upon the land of England in her reduced ftate, of
ten fhillings in the pound additional land-tax; that
our cxpénce in peace would be from fourteen to
fifteen millions per annum, with an income ct
eleven millions : that he remembered the clofe of th
laft war, and how neceflary peace was then thought
by fome of the wifeft authorities. What would
they now fay were they to give their opinions upon the
prefent queftion. The price now paid by us for our
peace to France and Spain, was the facrifice of one
fmall ifland in the Weft-Indics, two Floridas, the
ifland of Minorca difmantled, therefore ufelefs to us,
and fome immaterial advantages in their fithery and
in theigg fettlements in the Eaft Indies. — Price paid
by France at the laft-peace, Dominica, Grenada, the
Grenadines, Tobago, St. Vincents, all her poffef-
fions in Canada and North America, humiliating
reftraints upon her fithery, — in Europe, Minorca, —
in Africa, Senegal, — in India fhe confented that her
fertlements in Bengal fhould be defencelefs, and con--
tented herfclf with the trade after abandoning all her
B2 pro-
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( 4)
projeds of dominion } and Spain yielded up the two
Floridas. '

That as to America their indcpc;dcnce was no con-
ceffion, fince you could not deprive themof it.  That
the extent of their boundary was no difadvantage to
you, but was well chofe to prevent all future contefts
by lakes and rivers, common ta both countries;
that Canada left us more te:ritory than he hoped
would ever be fettled from this country. That
the intereft of the fincere Loyalifts were as dear
to himas to any man, but that he could never think
it would have been promoted by carrying on that
unfortunate war which Parliament had in fatt ful-
pended before the beginning of the treaty. That it
was impoffible after the part Congrefs was pledged
to take in it, to conceive that their rgcommendation
would not have its proper influence on the differ@ll}
legiflatures — that he did not himfelf fee what more
could have been done on their behalf, except by re- .
newing the war for their fakes, and increafing ours
and their calamities. That thofe who had cenftantly
been holding out to us the profperities of this country,
her inexhauftible refources — the fubjugation of Ame-
rica and all the golden dreams with which we were fo
long deluded, would he doubted not, condemn this
peace as ignominious, or any other, by which we did
not give the law to the belligerent powers j that they
talked and aéted as foolith gamefters, whofe paffions
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(5)
bind them more ftrongly -to perfévere the more their
loffes galled them — that wife men would think you
could not too foon rife up from a lafing game, and
that all he fhould anfwer to fuch arguments was, to
rejoice that fuch a fpirit of infatuation did no longer
guide out councils. That if othiers who felt as he
did the neceflity of peace, and had knocked at every
door to fue for it, agreging with him on the premifes,
rejected the conclufion, it would remain for them to
prove that there was fome difference fo effential in
our favour between the prefent terms and what they
would have adopted, as to compenfate the expence of
anothet year’s war—in which cafe hedid not doubt the
king of France would yield inftantly to thofe condi-
tions, upon paying the fixteén or twenty millions,
fuch a delay would incur to Great Britain. He then
adverted to the neceffity of changing our plan of
commercial regulations, and concluded with expreffing
his hearty thanks to the minifters for haviog brought
us out of our difficulties .under every poffible dif-
cousagement, which nothing but their courage and
firmnefs could have got the better of. That he might
poffibly ciffer with them in their future meafures, but
he fhould always feel pain in fo doing, from the re-
colletion of the very important fervice they now did
their country.

He then moved ¢ That an humble Addrefs be
¢ prefented to his Majefty, to return his Majelty
# the Thanks of this Houfe for his\gracious con-

' defcenfion
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¢ defcenfion in ordering to be laid before us the Pre-
« liminary and Provifional Articles of the different
« Treaties which his Majefty hath concluded, and
« to affure his Majefty, that we have confidered them
*¢ with that attention which foimportant a fubject re-
« quires. To exprefs in the moft dutiful manner to
« his Majefty our fatisfaction, that his Majefty }?as,
« in confequence of the powers entrufted to him,
« laid the foundation, by the Provifional Articles,
« with the States of North America, for a Treaty of
« Peace, which we truft will enfure perfect recon-
« ciliation and friendfhip between both countries.
« That in this confidence we prefume to exprefs-to
¢« his Majefty our juft expectation that the feveral
¢ States of North America will carry into effec-
« tual and fatisfattory execution thofe meafures,
« which the Congrefls is fo folemnly bound by the
« Treaty torecommend, in favour of fuch perfons
« 25 have fuffered for the part which they have taan
« in the war; and that we fhall confider this cir-
« cumftance as the furelt indication of retur.ning
« "friendfhip. And to acknowledge to his Majefty
« our due fenfe of that wife and paternal regard fc.n'
« the happinefs of his fubjects, which induced his

« Majefty to relieve them from a burthenfome andex- °

« penfive war, by the Preliminary Articles of Peace
« concluded between his Majeflty and the Moft
« Chriftian and Catholick Kings. To affsre his

*« Majefty, that we fhall encourage and p:omote
every
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* every exertion of his fubjects of Great Britain and
“ Ireland, in the cultivation and improvement of
 thofe refources which muft tend to the certain
‘ augmentation of our public ftrength, and that,
“ with thefe views, fhall moft diligently turn
‘¢ our attention to a revifion of all our commercial
“ laws, and endeavour to frame them upon fuch
“ liberal principles as may beft extend our trade and
navigation, and proportionably encreafe his Ma-
jefty’s naval power, which can alone encreafe the
¢ profperity of his dominions.”

Mr, Wilberforce feconded the motion; he in-
vmghcd againft the chimerical ideas, which had
been ‘entertained, at the beginning of the war
but whxch never could have been realifed, as thie
mnfcqucncc and event had demonftrated. The

,‘immenfe fums which the nation had already la-

vithed to no purpofe, had nearly exhaufted our
refources ; and the ftate of thefe refources, to-
gether with the little fuccefs, which from what
had paffed, we had any reafon to expel in fu-
ture, ought to deter us from every hoftile idea,
and induce us to receive with thankfulnefs a
peace, wh:ch in our prefent circumftances, was
the only means of our political faivation. He
atked, if notwithftanding our fuccefles in the laft
campaign, we had aright to expet to be able to
act otherwife than on the defenlive; and if thar
was the cafe, he mairtained thit fuch a war would

be
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be our ruin. He then defcanted on the treaties

i —

{ with France and Spain, and endeavoured, as Mr. probati
. Pitt had done, to fhew that the peace was not as motion
t’ ! difadvantag'equs to us, as from our melancholy Lord
ficuation, we had reafon to have apprehended. great p
\ ) He then touched upon the Proviflional Treaty with nourab]
T America, and dwelt with fome emotion on that fectly a
] part of it which related to the Loyalifts; it was moft ef
1 there he felt for his country; it was there he faw tended,
d her humiliated ; it was there he faw her at the feet turally
1 of America: But ftill what could minifters do ? membe
g Were they to renew the horrors of war, and plunge a peac
' their country once more into expences ‘which fhe tenewal
never could be able to bear? He was of opinion the qu
‘ they ought not; becaufe, the end, in his opinion, two op
! even if it thould be attained, bore no proportion to for
i _ the means, and the means were as little propor- 10 be'
s tioned to the end; for as the ftrength of this than ¢
country, in the moment of its greateft exertion, was prefent
‘ not fufficient to reduce the Americans by force, fo Wwas nc
1 they could not now make better terms for the great -
L Loyalifts than they had done; for determined as the Hipn 5 1
’ Americans were, previous to the Treaty, to treat it
the Loyalifts as-traitors and rebels to their country, able ge
{0 nothing but fuch a force as we had not been confide
Jonce poffefed of from the beginning of the war, this af
“ could beat the Americans out of this determina- Houfe
tion. He concluded Ly exprefling his hearty ap- le’s ha
| probation poffib]
that ¢
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probation of the peace, and confequently of the
motion that he rofe to fccond. ’

Lord Fobn Cavendifh rofe next: he faid that in
great part of what had been advanced by“the ho-
nourable member who made the motion, he per-
fectly agreed with him, but differed in fome points
moft effentially. That honourable member, he con-
tended, had not faiily ftated the queftion that na-
turally occurred upon the peace: The honouy,
member faid, that the queftion was, whether fuch
a peace as we had now got was preferable to the
tenewal of the war: If this was really the ftate of
the queftion, he verily believed there could not be
two opinions in the Houfe ; for no man could with
for a revival of the war; but he took the queftion
to be more truly this, “ Whether a better peace
than this could poffibly have been obtained in our
prefent fituation of affairs?” To this queftion he
was not yet prepared to give an anfiwer ;¢ it was of
grcat\cxtcnt, and required very ferious confidera-
tipn ; and here a very natural objection occarred to
every man 5 the addrefs moved for by the honour-
able genteman ftaged, ‘that the Houte fad ferioufly
confidered the preliminaries ; now he muft fay chat
this affertion was not fcunded in faf?; for the
Houfe had not-confidered the preliminaries, much
le’s had members confidered them ferioufly. It was
poffible that the prefent peace r’night be the beft
that could. have been obtained ; but this was what

C the
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.tion, the whole work was as yet incomplete ; and

(“10 )

the Houfe knew nothing of as yet; it had not yet
begun an enyuiry into that point ; i 0ay, the bufinefs
was not concluded ; for 1t the trcaty of Holland was
to be confidered as a part of the general pacifica-

therefore the Houle would aét wifely by deferring
to give any opuwiion till the whole fhould be com-
pleated and bebore them.  As to the refources of the
country for carrying on,a war, he would fay nothing
of them : He was not acquainted with them, but
ftill, let them be what they might, B¢ was ready to
go fo far in the addrefs as to pledge the Houfe to
abide by the peace, f@ch as it was, and znfcquently,
to renounce all idea of renewing the war: But he
who had found fault-with the peace of 1762, becaufe
he thought too much eagernefs had been fhewn on
our part in'negociating it, the reafon of th\ as
that the minifter of that day found it neceffary, for _
his own intereft, that peace fhould fpeedily be made,
he, of courfe, could not precipitately and without

confideration approve the peace of 1783. He con-

cluded by moving, in_amendment, that inftead of

the words ¢ bave CI(M" fhould be inferted

the words “wil// confider;” and then moving that

all the reft of the original addrefs fhould be left out,

he propofed the following words :

¢ His faithful Commons will proceed to confider

¢ the fume with that ferious and full artention which

“ a fubject of fuch importance to the prefent and
“ ¢ future
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¢ future interefts of his Maiefly’'s dominions de-
jemy

“ ferve.

That in the mean tupe they entertain the
fullett confidence in his Majefty’s paternal care,
that he will concert with his

€«

« parliament fuch

meafures as may be expedient for extending the
commerce of his Majctty’s fubjels.

“ That whatever may be the fentiments of bis
faithful Commons on the refolution of this in-
veftigation of the terms éf pacification, they beg
¢ leave to affure his Majefty of their firm and un-
A¢ alterable refolution, to adhere inviolably to the
feveral articles for which the public faith is
pledged, and to maintain the bleffings of peace,
fo neceflary to his Nfajcﬂ_v’s fubjects, and the
general happinefs of mankind.” |

Mr. S§t. Fobn made a fhort fpecch in fupport of the
amendment. He faid that the ruin of the nation from
the excefs of debts, and the increalc of raxes, was the
ground upon which the objections to wars in general
were built, by all former advocates for peace; and as
they were miftaken in their prognoftications, when the
debt of the nation did not amount to twenty millions,
fo it was poffible the advocates for the prefent peace
might be equally miftaken. It had been afferted,
that we were to have/ cgntinued merely on the
defenfive ; but tothis nfjnln he would by no means

(43

_fubfcribe ;  for the relief of Gibraltar, by ' Lord

Howe, in the face of a fuperior forc>, fhewed that
we were fecure from any attack at home; and the
C 2

plorious
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glorious vitory of Lord Rodney in the Wt Indi ics,
and the coml quences that it produced, demon-
ftrated thac we were able to act offenfively in that
part of the world.

Lord Nerth declared, that during the thirty years
he had ferved his country in that Houle, he had ne-
ver felt more concern than he felt at that moment :
it was his firm inténtion not to have delivered any
opinion on the prace ; and his friends knew perfectly:
well, that it had been all along his earoelt with not to:
be obliged to deliver his fentiments on a peace which
at bottom it was out of hic power to approve. Though
‘no minifter himfelf, no, nor a capdidate to be one,
but being 3 man who was once a minifter, he fclt fo.
much for perfons in that fitvation, that he would
have moft fincerely withed the gentlemen wha have
at prefent the direction of his Majelty’s affairs, had
permitted him to keep his refolution not to throw
any embaraffiments in their way; but as they had
thought proper to call upon him, not to accede to 2
treaty which was already concluded, not to give his
filent affent to a treaty that was already ratificd, but
to exprefs his approbation of a meafure which was
difapproved, not only by him, but 2lfo, if he was
well informed, by fome of his Majefty’s Cabinet
Council, who had been a&ually engaged in conclu-

ding the negociation of the peace, ahd who confe-
quently were n-uch better informed than he could
poflibly be, as to the queftion, * Whether a better
peace
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S 13) \
peace miglt have becn made or not #” He confefied
that he was difappointed at the conduét of Minifters
this day : he thought that it would have been fuffi-
cient for them that their peace fhould not have been
oppofed ; and therefore he muft fay, that it was too
much to call upon gentlemen to approve of in
He expecied, on the contrary, that they ‘would have
imitated the wife example fct them by the able, ho-
neft, and vpright minifter, who had concluded the
treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ; the war which was ter-
minated by that treaty, might have been called an
unfortunate war; but ftill that honeft minifter, wrap-
ped up in his own probity and integtity, and looking
down equally upon incenfe and upon cenfure, con-
tented himfelf with laying the treaty before the
Houle; but without ever thinking of moving either
by himfelf or his friend, for a vote of approbation of
that peace. “ I have laid the articles before you,”

’ faid he, * canvafs them, twift them, weigh them ; do

¢ what you pleafe with them; if they are attacked,
“ it is my bufinefs to defend them ; but I have no-
“ thing to move upon them myfelf.” Such did he
expect would have been the condut of Minifters
this day ; and his difappointment gave him the more
concern, as-they had by their manner of proceeding,
forced him either to approve a peace, which he con-
demned; or to put on the appecarance of a man
who wifhed to diftrefs Minifters, than which nothing

was more foreign from his intention or defire. —
Com.

w
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Compelied, therefore, as he was, to give his Tea-
fons, why he could not approve of the peace, he
would flate them as bricfly as he couid. In the
Welt, he¢ underftood St. Lucia had always been
looked upon as a counterbalance to Dominigue,
Saint Vincent's, the Grenadines, and the other ceded
iflands ; he was therefore convinced, that nothing -
eould have induced the French to treat with us on
the principle of i poffidetis, becaufe while St. Lu-
cia remained in our hands, together with fuch other
iflands as we are this moment poflefled of, we un-
queftionably be!d the balance of power in the Weft-
Indies; and therefore it would have becn unfafe for
tha French to muke peuce, without recovering that
ifland from us; the confequence was, “that we mutft,
or rather ocught to have been gue ad hoc malters of
the terms of the peace: But inftead of this, the
French fo far diftate to us, that we abfolutely lofe
the advantage that ought to have arifen from the
pofleifion of that valuable iland. ‘The honourable
member who had moved the addrefs had faid, that
with refpe® to the right of the French to fith
on the coaft of Newfoundland, they had always en-
joyed it, and that on the prefent occafion, the Joca-
city oniy of the exercife of that right had been
changed : But furely in this point, if the honourable
member had told the truth, he had not furely told
the whele truth; for the difizrence between'the ex-
tent of coatt on which the Irench had enjoyed the
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( 15)

-
~ rea- : i .
b right of fithing formerly, and that on which they
e, he R . .
’ were to cujoy it in future, bore jult the proportion
n the .
b of feven to 190 miles; for formerly they canld dry
een Ceq .
. their fith along a partof the coaft no niore than feven
mun, 5 . - .
ded mikes in length ; but now, by the change of locacity
cede . . .
b only, as it was faid, they could dry their filh on a
otning - . . .
tng coalt no lefs than one bundred and nirety miles in.ex-
us on . : ;
[ tent. The reftoration of Grenada and St. Kitt’s
. Lu- . : .
b might be thought fo valuable as to induce Minifters
other . . .
l to reftore St. Pierre and Miquelon to France: but
ve un- . :
:V a how was that reftoration to take place? By former
eft- . g ;
treaties thefe two pofleflions were to rémain naked
afe for o s _—
b and defencelefs, without fort, without fortification ;
ng that :
& the confequence was, that the Newfoundland fithery
> muft, : . .
fters of was a check upon the French, which might prevent
er : . .
Y them from going to war with us, as the very firft
is, the : .
| ’ o confequence to France after a rupture would be the
4 ole ) = \ .
y lofs of her Newfoundland fithery, and of Miquelon
m thc . . >} 1
bl and St. Pierre.  But now, that thefe two places were
ourable . -
to be reftored, and France freed from the obligation
d, -that e : .
of not fortifying. them, a very great difference indeed
to fith . ‘
‘ would enfue to this country: for formerly, at the
/ays en- :
| firlt dawn of a war, thefe two places lay at our mer-
e Joca- , . :
1b cy, and tie French fithery never failed to be deftroy-
d been . .
ed; but now, as they were to be permirted to fortify
ourable . .
v told Miquelon and St Pierre, we fhal no longer have
ely to b .
y that check upon the French for the prefervation of
‘the ex- <y . .
the peace which formerly we enjoyed : and hence itwas
vyed the : ‘ : ’
i fuir for Lim to fay, thar we had made conceflions
Hgt
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which would deprive us of the principal check we
had upon the French for going to war with us, as
the dcfencelefs ftate of Miquelon and St. Pierre left
them and their whole Newfoundland trade at our
mercy ; but now, thefe places being fortified, their
filhermen would find an afylum and protection nn-
known to them in former wars. From this point,
therefore, he would argue, that there was not a place
reftored to us for which we had not given value; —
thus St. Lucia for three iflands he had already men-
tioned ; Miquelon and St. Pierre, with the right of
fortifying them, together with an extent of coaft for
fihing of 190 miles, inftead of feven miles, might be
thought an equivalent for Grenada and St. Kitt’s ;
as Goree and Senegal were for what was left us on
the coaft of Africa: thus it was that the French got
value for value for every thing they furrendered in
the Weft Indies, and were able to keep Tobago into
the bargain. With refpe to India, he muft in con-
fcience fay, that we had made ftill greater conceflions
in that quarter ; for we had reftored to the French
the whole trade they formerly enjoyed there, as far
as Cape Comorin, together with the right of raifing
fortifications. Here he was in particular called upon
to refufe his approbation to the peace, till fe fhould
know that we were actually at peace with France in
that part of the world, or not. By the XVlth arti-
cle of the treaty with France it was ftipulated, that

“ Tn cafe -France has allies in India, they fhall be
1 “ invited
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ick we ¢ invited, as well as thofe of Great Britain,6-accede
us, as ¢ to the prefent pacification ; and for that purpofe,
irre lefc ¢ a term of four months, to be computed from the
AL CuS « day on which the propofal fhall be made to them,
1, their « fhall be allowed them to make their decifions ;
tion nn- “ and in cafe of refufal on their part, their Britannic
is point, « and Moft Chriftian Majefties agree not to give
t a place « them any affiftance, dire&tly or indireétly, againt
alue; — « the Britith or Krench pofleffions, or againft the an-
idy men- “ cient pofieffions of their refpeftive allies; and
right of « their faid Majefties fhall offer them -their good
coaft for “ offices towards a mutval accommodation,” ——=
might be Now in order that this article fhould be matual and
. Kitt's ; reciprocal, u\ough: to be lefs ‘indefinite ; . the par-
left us on ties to whom it alludes are not upon an equal fopt-
rench got ing : in the firft place, the Nabob of Arcot, our ally¢
ndered in being pofieffed of feveral rerritcries, of which he had
ibago into become mafler at different times, as the Poligars, for
oft in con- inftance, -it'was not ap eafy matter to determine whe-
onceffions ther thofe, or wha: part of his dominions, ‘were his
he French ancient poffeffions ? With refpect to the recommenda-
Fre, 88 far tion to them, or invitation to accede to the prefen
. of raifing pacificatiop, he was at fome lofs on that head, = With
:alled upon refpeét to the Nabob of Arcot, our ally, he had not
 Be lhou!d a doubt but be would moft readily accede to the pa-
s France if cification.: but he would not fay as much for Hyder
KVith arti- Ally, the ally of France ;- for being already pofieficd
ilated, that of Arcot, as long as-he rcfrained from attacking
£y fh_’“.tbs what gnay be called the ancient pofieflions of the Na-
“nvite

D bob,
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- bob, the terms of the treaty to which that Prince
thould be invited to accede, would leave him at full
liberty to ftrip the Nabob of Arcot of the greateft
part of his dominions: to this he muft add, that,
contrary to the terms of the treaty of Paris of 1762,
the fettlements which were to be reftored to the
French, were to be fortified if they pleafed. There-
fore as gheir trade in that part of the world was to be
reftored to its former ftate and fettlement ; and as the
pofieflions’ which were to be reftored to them, were
to be fortified at their ‘pleafure, fo' he muft fay that
in India, the advantagés of the peace were on thc
fide of  France.
The next thing 'he would confider, was the treaty
with Ameriéa : unfuccefsful as we had been in the
war, with that country, he was certainly prepared for
conceffions and facrifices ; But he was free to fay,
that the conceffions which were made, had ' furpaffed
thofe which he had ever had in contemplation in the
moft calamitous ftate of our affairs : ‘he'did imagine
indeed; ‘that ‘among the conceffihs which this coun-
try would be obliged td ‘mdke to Anitrica, would
be that of - the depéndence of the latter upon the for-
mer; but he had dever dreaméd of thofe conceffions,
which were now to be made? — The honourable
gentlemen had faid, that mutual reciprocity was to be
the bafis ‘of the freatyy” this ‘might poflibly be the
cafe ; but if it was, the reciprocity was certainly a// on

ene fide: if boundaries were to be fixed, which
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fhould not be liable to mifinterpretation and difpute,
there were boundaries eftablithed both by nature and
a of Parliament ; why had'not they been adopted
in the prefent treaty ? If a boundary was to be given

_ to America, where had been the neceflity that twenty-

four natiens of Indians fhould be ceded to the Ame-
ricans ? The Ohio was the natwal boundary : but
reciprocity was to be the foundation of the treaty, and
hence probably it was, that forts alfp were to be ceded
to the enemy ; and among; the refl, a fort within
twenty-five miles of Montreal : this, no doubt, was
founded in reciprocity ; other forts were alfo ceded to
the new republic, onc of which was fo ftrong, and
built at ay extraordinary expence, that it could with-
ftand thczege of a regular army. The Britifh can-
non was not to be removed from America, and the
American cannon was to be left behind j this to be
fure was not a fubject worth quarrelling about; but
it ferved to thew the reciprocity of the treaty. « The
fecond article of the Provifional Treaty corttained fome
very remarkable things ; it ftates that a lioe drawn
* through the Lake of.the Wopds, througk the
“ faid Lake,.to the moft N. W. point thereof ; wpd
* from thence.on .a due weft courfe to the Riv

¢ Mififfippi.” Now: this being duly confidered,

wdnld be found to be abfulutely impoffible ; for this
line would run far beyond the fource of the Mifliffip-
¢ pi: thus he would agree as to the reciprocity; the
mouth of this river is in the hands of the Spaniards ;
D2 1S
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its fource in the poffeflion of the Americans; one fide.
of it is within the boundaries ceded to the Colonices ;
the other is in the hand of the Spaniards; thus the
river, the half of which is given to us by the treaty,
belongs wholly to other powers, and not an inch ef
it, either at north or fouth, at weft or caft, belongs
tous. This, no dowbt, would eftablith the rzcipro-
¢ity of advantages beyond a cavil.

He next obferved, that the honourable mover of
the addrefs had faid that the boundaries of the colo-
nies had been extended folely for the purpofe of ta-
. king away all handle for future quarrel or difcontent.
Did the honourable member imagine, that putting all
the carrying-places into the hands of the Americans,
was the moft effetual way to prevent quarrels? In
his opinion,- no more effe€tual mode could be devifed
for creating diffentions : ~— giving up old friends and
allies, -and bringing the Americans to within twenty-
five: mil€s-of Montreal, did not appear to him the
means moft eonducive to peace and tranquillity.
But. above all, he objeted to the article relative to
tlie Loyalifts, thofe gallant; but' unfortunate men,
were :riot, ‘and ought not to be confidéred as - traitors
and rebels { becaufe when they took up arms, it was
at the-call of their King, and in obedience to that al-
legiance which they had fworn to him: their loyalty

therefore fhould have met a becter return, than that -

they thbuld be made the fubje& of an odious excep-
tion ; thar thofe who -had deferved of this country
every

every
fhoul
tion
was (
derac
York
Tow
ledg:
fome
who
tion (
grad
Ame
Ame
Wha
poin
fhe ¢

* than

the ]
poin
tra&t
vent
was |
mufl
Wit
New
ricar
joy i
then



one fide
olonies ;
thus the
e treaty,
inch of
belongs

P recipro-

nover of
the colo-
e of ta-
ifcontent.
utting all
mericans,
rels? In
ye devifed
tends and
n twenty-
- him the
mquillity.
elative to
hate men,
as " traitors
ns, it was
to that al-
eir loyalty

than that -

ous excep-
is country
every

( 21 )

every grace, every favour that it could beftow,
fhould be abgndoned to the impotent recommenda-
tion of a Congrefs, whofe authority to levy money,
was difputed and denied by every flate in the confe-
deracy. What! could not the furrender of New-
York, Long-Ifland, Staten-Ifland, Penobfcot, Charles-
Town, the extenfion of boundaries, the acknow-
ledgment of Independence, have enabled us to call
fome terms for the brave Loyalifts > For thofe men
who had rifked family, fortune, and life in vindica-
tion of the caufe of Great-Britain. Here he felt the de-
gradation of this country ; here he faw the triumph of
American vanity ; or rather here he faw the glory of
America reared upon the ruins of that of Great-Britain.
What ! was America fo fixed and determined on this
point, that fhe was refolved to purfue the war, when
fhe could not raife a farthing to carry it on, fooner
than reftore to the Loyalifts their eftates 2 Or would
the French and Spaniards, once fatisfied on the great
points which they had at hearz, countenance the pro-
tra&ion of the war, for the vinditive purpofe of pre-
venting the Loyalifts from regaining their eftates ? It
was improbable, if not impoffible ; and therefore he
muft condemn, inftead of approving this arricle.
With refpect to the right of fithing on the coaft of
Newfoundland, which was to be fecured to the Ame-
ricans, it had been faid, that they ufed always to en-
joy it: itwas truly faid ; but then it was becaufe they
then were Britith fubjetts; but in this the boafted

reciprecity
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reciprocity was to be difcovered ; for while the Ame-
ricans were to have this fithery fecured to them, there

was no provifion whatever for fecuring to his Bri-
tannic Majefty’s fubjects of Newfoundland, Canada,

the Bahama and Bermuda Iflands, and Nova Scotia, |,

that right of filhing, which they alfo uled formerly
~ to enjoy on the coaft of America.

He next confidered the treaty with Spain. The
honourable gentleman who moved the addrefs, had
faid, that Eaft Florida was no longer of any ufe,
fince Weft Florida was in the hands of the Spaniards;
but as for himfclf, he would certainly argue very
differently ; for he would fay that the one had be-
come more valuable, (ince the other had paffed Jinto
thé hands of the enemy. Exclufive of the natural
value of fertility of Eaft Florida, it would have
been the means, in our hands, of providing for the
Loyalifts, and all thefe friends of ours in the colo-
nies, who would wifh to quit the dominions of Con-
grefs, and take fhelter in ours. St. Auguftine was
not a large paflage ; but fince, by the fortifications
at Cape Nicola Mole, our Jamaica trade was obliged
to come through the Gulph, there would now be na
port to fhelter them ; on the contrary, as not a fpot
on that ‘whole coaft could now be called our own,
numberlefs privatcers could lie in wait for our Ja-
maica-men, and pick them up as they paffed through
the Gulph: formerly indged, when this Florida did
not belong to us, it might be afked, did we on that

account
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account feel all thefe depredations from privateers;

he would anfwer #0: but then the reafon was obvi-

ous; Georgia then belonged to us, which afforded

our trade a fhelter and protection from the attack of
enemies, and the inclemency of the weather, —

Laft of all, he took notice of Dunkirk, which the

honourable member who moved the addrefs, had

paffed over in total filence: it had formerly been

confidered of infinite moment to this country, that

there fhould be no fortification there; and it muft

not be immediately inferred that the French no lon-

ger think it of confequence, becaufe they did mot

fortify it this war: the fa&t probably was, that they

might have other reafons different from thofe which

might be fuppofed to arife from an idea that the place ,
was of no confequence.

In 'former wars, the French fortified it as much

as they could“during the w:{;\ but at the peace,

they were obliged to deftroy all the fortifications:
‘while the event of the prefent war remained uncer-
tain, they probably did not wifh to lay out immenfe
foms in raifing fortifications, which at the peace
they might poffibly be obliged to demolifh: but as
they were now free from any reftraint on that fubje&,
there was littlé doubt but they would avail them-
felves of the pea‘:c to place thofe fortifications again
on a refpe&able footing : at all events, we were fure
to lofe much in point of national pride, and France
would gain in proportion toour lofs, as the would be
4 rid
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nd of the prefence of a Britilh commiffary, who
would not fuffer a wall to be built, if the French
had)bccn inclined to ereCt one.  Upon the whole, if
the 'peace really deferved approbation, be certainly
was one of thofe who would moft heartily approve
of it, if, on due deliberation, he fhould find it de-
ferving of praife; but to proceed at this moment to
approve, by a vote of Parliament, was a matter for
which he was not at all prepared ; nay, it would be
nothing fhort of a condemnation of all his own prin-
ciples, and of his own condu, in having refufed
to accede to this very peace, while he was in office,
and which peace was moft undoubtedly within his
reach.—But gentlemen would fee that it would be
highly improper to proceced haltily in fo great and
momentous an affair : many things remained as yet
to be explained ; and until they fhould be explained,
"it would be abfurd indeed to approve of the preli-
minaries. That part of them, which related to the
cutting of logwood, was as yet a matter of obfcurity
to the Houfe and to the nation ; and he was afraid,
that from the manner in which the fourth anicle of
the treaty with Spain was worded, the logwood trade '
would be grca‘tl? cramped, if not rearly deftroyed.
—“ The articlé ftates, his Catholic Majefty fhall
“ not for the future fuffer the fubjeéts of his Britan-
¢ nic Majelty or their workmen to be difturbed or
“ molefted, under any pretence whatfoever, in their

“ occupation of cutting, loading and carrying away
“ log-
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“ logwood, in a difirict of which tle boundarics fhall

, who “ Je fixed; and for this purpefe they may build
‘rench  withbut hindrance, and occupy without interrup-
ole, if “ tion, the houfes and magazines neceflary for them,
rtainly ¢ their families, and for their effects, in a pla-e tobe
pprove ‘¢ agreed upon €ither in the Definitive Trealy, or within
| it de- ““_fix montbs after the exchange of the ratification; and
nent to “ his faid Catholic Majefty affures to them by this
ter for “ article, theg entire enjoyment of what is above fti-
wid be ¢ pulated, provided that thefe ftipulations fhall not
n prin- “ be confidered as derogatory in any refpect from the
refufed “ rights of fovereign.”
. office, . From this article, it appeared in the firft place,
hin his that for at leat fix months after the exchange of the
uid be ratifications, and in the mean time the trade muft
reat and fuffer exceffively: and in the next place, the boun-
d as yet daries of the diftri® were not yet known ; nay, the
plained, very diftri®t itfelf was not known; fo that fuch a
e preli- one might be affigned to our logwood cutters, as
d to the might be abfolutely ufelefs. This furely required an
bfcarity explanation; and to fay before hand, that we ap-
s afraid, proved a peace, which afterwards we might be obliged
inicle of to condemn, would be folly in the extreme.
od trade' His Lordfhip cancluded by informing the Houfe,
eftroyed. that; as foon as they fhould have difpofed of the
ity fhall amendment of the poble Lord, to which he affented
s Britan- moft cordially, and the more fo, as it was calculated
arbed or to fuppore the prerogative of the crown, in making
_in their peace, and the faith of the. nation, in adhéring to it
ing away E when
3 log_
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when made, he would move another amendment,
ftating the claims which the brave and unfortunate
Loyalifts had for fupport on the juftice and huma-
nity of this country.

[While. Lord North was {peaking, a dag hap-
pened to find his way into the Houfe, began to bark,
and fet all the members in a roar. ——— Lord Nor:h
laughed heartily; and when the Houfe was re-
ftorcdl to order, he threw it again into the loudeft
fit of laughter, by jecofcly addrefling the chair,
and faying, ¢ Sir, I was mterrupted Ly a new
Speaker.”’ ]

Mr. Powys made a fhort fpeech in fuvour of the
original motion : he faid, that though the noble
Lcrd who had moved the amendment, wanted time
to confider the peace, and examine the different
articles, yet be was free to declare, for himfelf, that
he was at that minute ready to pronounce his une-
quivoeal opinion of the treaty, which ‘was, that ra-
king the good and the bad together, he was perfe&t«
ly fatisfied with it, whenhe confidered, thau if it was
to be given up, ordeparted from, this country muft
fec the revivdl of an accurfed war, ‘which had
broughtit to the very brink of political perdition. —
The noble Lord faid, that the Houfe had not yet
confidered the articles; and ‘thar therefore the ed-
drefs was not founded in ‘fa®. But what would
the rioble Lord fay n thae fubjedt, when the de-
bate of this day id be over? The Houfe had
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been now for four hours debating on the queftion ;
and if it fhould continue ficting till morning, would
he fay then that the preliminaries had not been con-
filered ? For his part he would not hefitate to
fay, that by that time they would have undergone a
confideration as grave and as ferious as the nature
of the queftion required; and if gentlemen fhould
fuppofe themfelves incompetent to form an opinion
by she time the Houfe fhould divide upon the mo-
tion, he believed that they might confider till
Doomf{day, without being able to come to a deter-
mination. For his part he was a plain, fimple man,
and he ftood up in that Houfe, as he ever had done,
and as he trufted he fhould continue to do al his
life, an independent individual, who was free to
judge for himfelf ; apd as fuch he was refolved 1o
give bis fuffrage in favour of the addrefs. It was
with no lictle furprife that he faw fo ftrange a coalis
tion, as he  difcovesed by the amendment propofed
by ove nable Lord, gnd feconded or fupported by
anather; but fill ftrange confederacies ought not
pow 2:days to be fubjects of furprife : great and ar-
bitrary menarchs of Europe bad ftood forth the pro-
tedors of an infent republic ; and from what he
this day faw, it/was quite confomant with the fpirit
that bad induced thefe to wke the part they had
dane, that the high and mighty flicklers for royal
prerogative fhould make an intimate alliance with
the humble worthippers of the majefty of the peo-
E2 ple.
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ple. The Minifters in this Houfe, were like Britain of our §
in this laft unfortunate war, without allies, without In read
friends, without any {upport, but fuch as they would imagine
derive from the goodnefs. of their caufe ; there were. to the a
indeed a few refugees with them; and he hoped they the arti
would take care to reward them well, and not to ble, he
leave it in the power of the oppolfite party to fay, that fubftitu
they had deferted thefe loyal refugees,  As to the per- original
fon who was fuppofed to be at the head of the pre- that th
fent adminiftration, he would fay nothing of him but and he:
this, that he had no very high opinion of his cha- that ou
racter; but Jet his charatter be what it might, the ought
peace he had made, fuch as it was, was a blefling to. fhould |
this country, and it (hould bave his {upport. He wc
Lord Mulgrave faid, that fince the peace was have re
made he would abide by it; how great foever to maki
fhould be his difapprobation of the terms, becaufe Intereft
it was neceflary for the well-being of the country, ?“m‘ o
that as the conftitution had vefted in the crown the i
right to make war and peacey as his Majelty has her to |
fet his name to the treaty; and asthe national faith be at n(
ftood pledged for the maintenancé and fupport of ir, \.vhy fh
the King’s perfonal honour, the honour of his tion  of
crown, and the intereft of his people required  that demoli
the peace fhould be inviolably obferved ; for if par- fo“iﬁc"
liament fhould break in upon the conftitutional pre- ity
rogative of the crown, what nation would treat with want o
us? What nation would truft to the royal fignature ways, )
Newfo
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/
/



2 (29 )

of our Sovereign, or the great feal of his kingdom?
In reading over the different ticaties, one would
imagine that the preamble to” each had been adapted
to the articles which followed/ it ; but when he read
the articles which a&ually ftand under each pream-

:e Britain

without
iey would
here were.

oped they

nd not to ble, he was induced to think that they had been
) fay, that fubftituted in the room of thofe which bad been
0 the per- originally penned ; and hence he was led to prefume
f the pre- that the terms had been abfolutely dictated to us;
f him but and he was the more hurt at this, as he was of opinion

f his cha- that our ftrength both by fea and land, was fuch as
night, the ought to have impofed filence on any court that
blefling to. fhould have prefumed to dictate terms of peace to us.

L He would have been happy, he faid, if he could

peace ﬁ:s have remarked in the conduét of the enemy, a defire
est ' fogver to make fuch a peace, as it would be bath for their
s, becaufe intereft and ours, fhould it be lafting : but it grieved
e country, him to fee that France feemed to have nothing more
crown the in view than to take fuch meafures as would enable
Aajefty has her to be prepared for a war, which fhe forefces can
sonsl . feith be at novery diftant period : if this was not the fact,
pport of it, why fhould fhe infilt on being freed from the obliga-
our. of i tion of keeping Dunkirk, Miquelon, and St. Pierre
Juired  that demolithed? It was not in time of peace that the
for if par- fortifications of thofe places could be of any fervice ,

it was only in time of war that they could be fo: the
want of fortifications at Miquelou and St. Pierre al-
ways left thefe iflands, yand the French fithery at
Newfoundland, at our mercy; and this was a tie
"wpon
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upon them, which made them circumfpe&®, and
3utious how they attempted to break the peace:
ut this tie, this check would be removed, the mo-
ment they found themfelves at liberty to fortify thofe
places, where they could ftation aforce fufficient to
afford a proteion to their fithery ; thus he faw, that
even in the very moment of peace, all the meafures
taken by France were calculated for war, and were,
in the ftriét fenfe of the word, preparations for hefti-
lities! to make peace on fuch grounds as thefe, was
to the laft degree impolitic and abfurd ;' for he believed
in his confcience, that a more baneful principle of
policy did not exift, than that of making peace for
the fole purpofe of going to war again the momenta
favourable opportunity fhould occur. During the
negotiation Yor the peace of 1762, the French withed
to play the fame game, and after ceding, or offering
to cede Canada, withed to retain Louifbo in_the
ifland of Cape Breton, and maintain it as a foftrefs :
but they knew that fuch a propofal never cogid have
been adopted by a wife and clear-fighte§_Minifter,
fuch as the late Lord Chatham was, who in an inftant
would have feen through their plan, and difcovered
that they wanted a place of arms, from which they
could afterwards, when opportunity ferved, attack
thofe very places which they were then about to fur-
render; but forefceing that (the then) Mr. Pitt
could nat be impofed upon, they relinquithed the

idea, and afked oaly for poffeffion of Ifle Royale, a
place
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place without walls, without works, without de-
fence. In the prefent adminiftration, his Lordfhip
faid, he could find the name and the talents of that
great flatefman; he withed that he could alfo find
in it, his experience and knowledge. France afked
for, and obtained all thofe places which could be of
no advantage to her in time of peace. In agreeing
to the fuppreflion and abregation of all the articles
relative to Dunkirk, from the treaty of peace con-
cluded at Utrecht, 1713, we have given France an
opportunity of fortifying that place fo as to annoy us
greatly in time of war. It was a convenient harbour
for thipping, and but a very fhort way from our
coaft. If the intentions of France were pacific, and
that they did not look to a fpeedy rupture, why fhould
they with to put Dunkirk in a fituation capable of
affording prote@ion to their fhipping, and attacking
us at the fame time, with all the advantage which fo
near a neighbourhood affords them. The fame
great and able ftatefman, faw che benefit that would
arife to this country, from infilting on the terms of
the treaty of Utrechr relative to Dunkirk, and there-
fore would not relinquifh the ftipulation concernmg
it. Heargued thus, (and he argued juftly) if Erance
was fincere in her defire for a permanent peace, fhe
would not make it a point to ere&t fortifications in
Dunkirk, as that would be certain proof of her
hoftile intentions, and on that account fhe was not
allowed to deviate from the terms of the treaty alluded

P to.
4
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to. From all thefe circumftances he concluded there to his M
was no great probability of a lafting peace. Had he was |
France fought a recompence for the expence fhe had fed by ¢
been at on accouut of the war, he would have better poflible
hopes of the peace ; he would then have thought fhe Amcrica
had no notion of commencing hoftilities thortly again, the war
but was refolved to live in amity and friendlhip wich Houfe I:
us. His Lordfhip took a very extenfive view of the cenluring
whole of the Peace, and feemed to be of opinion, it wife and
did not promife to be a permanent one. He laughed and deft
very heartily at this abfurd and ridiculous idea of prove, t
obtaining leave for the~Loyalifts to purchafe back ? but
their eftates, when Miniftry muft know they had not grant
wherewithal to do it, as they were reduced to the ut- ment ha
molt diftrefs and want. : above, d
Mr. Secretary Townfbend faid, it was very extraor- ricans, t
dinary that gentlemen, after repeatedly calling on his it was o
Majefty’s fervants to ftate fome time when the Preli- them frc
minary Articles would be confidered, yet notwith- Their fit
ftanding, when Miniftry, in conformity with their fith in, ;
withes, bring forward the difcuffion” of them, they it. The
then as eagerly defire it thould be poftponed; as they we do n¢
were before anxious for haftening ; there was an in- to -preve
confiftency in fuch a condué, that every man pefief- thould ¢
ed of common fenfe muft fe¢ through the: motives as to wk
from whence it originated. The common decency it is liu
and common refpect for his Majefty, required we the Wef
theuld no longer, after the Preliminary Articles had could g
lain on our table for three weeks, defer the Addrefs Judge o
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to his Majefty, and he muft confefs, for that reafon
he was fomewhat furprifed at the amendment propo-
fed by the noble Lord. He fuid it was utterly im-
poflible for Miniltry to obtain better terms from
Amcrica.  Our hands were tied up from carrying on
the war with America, Ay the refilution of the
Houfe laft year. He did not mention it by way of
cenfuring it; on the contrary, he efteemed it as a
wife and prudent meafure, to put an end to a ruinous
and deftrutive war. All he meant by it was to
prove, that his Majefty’s Minifters had no alterna-
il but 1o make peace on the beft terms they could.
?granting the indeperydence of America, Govern-
ment had done nothing that the refolution alluded to
above, did not effectually eftablith before: the Ame-
ricans, therefore, being once declared independent,
it was out of the power of this country to exclude
them from a fhare of the fithery on Newfoundland.
Their fituation, the earlygmeriod of the feafon they
fith in, and a thoufand oth® circumftances forbade
it. They generally fith in the beginning of the year ;
we do not fend out our veflels till about June ; fo that
to -prevent them from partaking of the fithery, we
fhould conftantly keep a refpectable force there ; and
as to what has been ceded to Fiance for her fithery,
it is little more than fhe poflefled before, and is on
the Weft fide, which, from the beft information he
could get “from naval officers, who were qualified to
judge on the matter, was reckoned to be the worll
F part
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part, not only for catching fith, but even thofe that
are caught, are of an inferior quality ; fo that on
this head he imagined France had obtained nothing
of any confequence.

In regard to the boundaries of Canada, had they
been left in the fituation they were prior to the Pro-
vifional Treaty, they would have been an eternal bone
of contention between us and America, becaufe fome,
of the boundaries of the Colonies were included in
thofe of Canada — part of Virginia, in particular,
was fituated in this manner, fo that to avoid all fu-
ture difcontents and diffentions, it was confidered as
the wifeft ftep which could be adopted to draw fuch a
liberal, fair, unexceptionable line between our pof-
feflions and theirs, as muft for ever remove the fceds
of difcord between us. He declared we did not lofe
fo much of the fur trade as fome gentlemen would
have the Houfe to believe we had; we ftill retained
a great deal of that trade, and that moft valuable ;
for he was aflured by very good judges, that the beft
furs are got to the northward. He could not agree
with the noble Lord in the blue ribband, that the
{cveral forts along the lakes which we had ceded to
America, were of that confequence he would infinu-
ate ; and for this reafon, that we could eret others,
which would fecure us from any attempts the Ame-

ricans might make to deprivg us of the fur trade.
It is true, he admirtted, larFe{ums had been lavifhed

on thofe forts; but fuch wafte of the publice ‘money
& 4 was
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was no argumcnt of their ufcfulnefs, any more than
the idle cxpcndltures of the treafure of the nation,
which took place during the noble Lord’s admini-
ftration.

He now adverted to the fituation of the Loyalifts,
of whom he fpoké with the greatcft regard and com-
paffion, and that they merited every thing that a
grateful or a generous nation could beftow on them.
He knew many of the Loyalifts, and thofe the prin-
cipal among them approved of the condut of Ad-
miniftration — they were convinced, that every exer-

tion that was poffible was made in their favour; that

Miniftry had the moft friendly difpofition towards
them, and were determirkd to ferve them as far as
lay within their power.

He now conlidered what we had granted France in
India, which he faid was neither more nor lefs than
thofe territories and trade that they formerly enjoy-
ed, and which it was very natural for them at the
head of a ftrong and powerful confederacy to wifh to
regain. Let us obferve the ftate of the nation, our
finances undoubtedly much exhaufted, after fo long
and {o burthenfome a war ; the people groaning under
the weight of taxes, and all ranks, rich and poor,
univerfally crying out for peace.  Will any man, af-
ter fuch a view, tell me, fays Mr, Townthend, we
had been too compliant to the demands of our ene-
mies ! Whatever pofleflions we have ceded on the, .
coaft of Africa, the conntry will find rather an ad-
F2 vantage
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vantage in getting quit of than retaining. They coft
us a vait deal both in men and money. The garri-
fons, who were fent there from this country, dwin-
dled away fo faft, as to be a continual drain- on the
ration, fo that he thought very little ftrefs could be
laid on our conceflions in that quarter. On' the
whole, he was perfuaded the peace would be found
to be as good and honourable, and as glorious to this
country, as could be reafonably expeled at the end
of an unfortunate and calami:ous war.

Mr. Burke faid, he never heard in the courfe of
his life any thing fo ridiculous as the defence fet up
by the honourable gentleman in fupport of the peace,
In the firft place he {ays, this country was in a very
bad ftate — its finances exhaufted, and its people
averfe to the continuance of the war; and he gave
this as a reafon, why we fhould accede to the terms
of our enemies, and yet in the fame breath he con-
tradiéts himfelf, and afferts, that what we have ceded
is infignificant and trifling — things of no manner of
valuey but a parcel of rubbith we were glad to' get
rid of. How does this accord with the declaration
of the fuperiority of our enemies ? It is inconfiftent,
it is childifh, and pitiful indeed. Miniftry ought to
fpeak and to a& as men fhould do, and not have re-
courfe to poor fubterfuges for their exculpation.
They fhould defend themfelves on the propriety and
goodnefs of their own meafures, and not in endea-
wouring to hide their own fhame by involving others
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init. To tell the Houfe that this or that perfon ad-
vifed a peace on this and that occafion, was a fort of
language he did not expe& from gentlemen who had
fo often reprobated it in others. Let the peace be
tried on its own merits, that is the only method of
judging it. It feemed, in the right honourable gen-
tleman’s idea, that a fpiric of generofity and dona-
tion had got pofleffion of adminiftration in that libe-
ral fcheme of conceffion, which was more remarkable
than any other that the biftory of the world could
produce an inftance of ; never was there, at any
former pcriod, a {pirit of generofity or donatigh-, if
it could be caljed fo, to equal the inftances of Bri-
tith degradation before the Houfe in the Treaty of
Peace on the table; a treaty which employed moft
largely the right honourable gentleman’s fharpeft
powers of reprobation.  Mr. Burke went into a mi-
nute inveftigation of what had fallen from the honour-
able perfonage on the fide of the Houfe in oppofi-
tion ro the amendment of his noble friend, and into
the fpirit, propricty, and policy of the treaty itfelf.
He denied that we were in a fituation to warrant
Minifters to cede the de rights and interefts of a
country with had, notwithftanding the melancholy
and élﬁﬁuznt'pi&urc drawn by the honourable mover
of the addrefs, been put upon the footing of relative
confideration with her efiemics, was not at all fo to-
tally divefted of refources, or fo infinitely inferior to
her enemies as to oblige her to accept of conditions
t.at
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that could not be mentioned without the bxtterncfs of
the extremeft forrow and regret. ~

Mr. Burke then proceeded to inveftigate the arti-
cles: he purlued the different arguments introduced
~ in tupport of them with the ftrongeft powers of re-
futation, and declared folemnly on the whole, they
were fo degrading as to merit obligeration, if it were
poflible to effect it, out of the hiftory of this coun-
try. He in the firft inftance attacked the preamble
of the articles : it began, he faid, in the flile of the
moft pompods-and magnificent profefions of reci-
procity, and inflead of reciprocity, all was con-
ceffion. If granting every thing on one hand, with-
out the moft trifiing degree of confideration on the
other, was reciprocity, then did we enjoy indeed all
the advantages of reciprocity : but until that doc-
trine was made reconcileable with the literal meaning
of the word, by the tranfcendent powers of gentle-
men in his eye, Mr. Burke muft be decided that the
reciprocity there meant was the moft liberal cagcef-
fion on the part of this country, and the molft trifling,
or no return on the part of France, and the other

contracting powers. The fitudtion of our Weit-India,
iflands, he peculiatly conlidered, environed, fur-

rounded, impounded as they were by the .powers of

our enemies, it was impoffible to think we werg in |

the enjoyment of all the advantages to be otherwife
derived from them ; it feemed as if there were abfo-

lute lines of circumvallaticn drawn round them. He
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fs of fupported this mode of argument, by ftating the fitu-
ation of our iflands, which now remained to us, and
arti- thofe of our enemies; and Mr. Burke made it clear
uced to a demonftration, as we poflefied not the Gulph of
f re- Florida, and thofe iflands which by the kind of s
they ,poffidetis fated by the honourable mover of the ad-
were ~ drefs were put into the hands of the French, left our
oun- ¢ poflefions in the Weft Indies in a very poor fituation
mble indeed. The right honourable gentleman then took
f the a review of the ftate of Canada, of the tea trade, of
reci- the ceflion of Eaft Florida, our trade in the river
con- Mifliflippi, &c. he adverted to the fituation of af-
with- fairs in the Eaft Indies, and was very far from ap-
n the proving of the fitvation of things there ; nor would
ed all he allow the title of a great ftatefman to a gentl
. doc- (Mr. Haftings) who had been alluded to by M:.mg
caning Pitt, at the fame time that he paid every refpect to~
entle- Sir Eyre Coote, but without being able to conclude
at the from his abilities, that we might not hear news from
agcef- India that would be very difagreeable to us, which
rifling, was more than probable to be the cafe. Mr. Burke
- other did not conceive that any article of the treaty went
-India. to eftablith pacification in fuch a manner in India as
, fur- was to be withed. He then took into his confidera-
vers of tion the article relating to the demolition of Dun-
verg in | kirk : that, he faid, ever fince the tgeaty of Utrecht,
herwife had been uniformly an article in every treaty of ours
¢ abfo- . with, France ; and as the wifdom of former ages had
n. He taught the French that that port was an gbie of vaft
fup- ’ utility
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utility to them, it was juft to fup;.)ofc.that the I;rcn;}:
would look with the fame predile€tion, and fee t
fame advantages in the dtabliﬂu'ncnt of that port as
their anceftors did. The Loyalifts, W}‘IO were given
up to the full enjoyment of a monar'(bml confiimtion,
Mr. Burke much pitied. He animadverted very
feclingly upon their fituation; and took occ.iﬁotl;l t:)
remark, in anfwer to the honourable gentleman [‘ ‘
Powys] who had taken notice of the “ abb_/up};r c:.
of regal power, and the bglMIt worﬂup‘peﬂ ‘:{ l: :i-
jefy of the people,” that he had.cver du’c&cd‘ dn: pin
nions and talents to the pu'bhc good, af\ﬂ aft "
the majefty of the King he viewed the majefty of ¢ ;
People. After many thoughts upon that ndca:l a:
a very able reply to Secretary Townfhend, anB t k:
movcr,' and feconder of thct addrefs, Mf‘ ur'
gave his ve:y cordial and decided approbation to the
.mmmgr; Advocate made a very lyg fpeech, in
which he fupported the adgdrefs very ﬁrcnouﬂ?', ;’:—
robated the amendment;#and was very warm in_ his
: ric on Minifters, and ftrenuous in his apprcz-
5:3:? of the peace. Minifters, in the lcar_ncd !..ord s
opinion, were entitled to the hjgl?c_tl applll.lfe ‘tord thé:
ipirit, manlinefs, and magnanimity of their con tf) :
in oppofing themfclves to the ﬂorm? that wcrchrax c;
without doors againft a peace, which was ; cﬂcty
of the people, and which the neceffity of the flate

; cry humourous,
fo n':utually called for. He was very o
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and was very pointed on the noble Lord in the blue
ribbon, and Mr. Fox, on their fuppofed confederacy

rench
se the
ort as

given and coalition, and of the warmth of their zeal in the
mtion, boney-moon of their loves. He replied very largely to
very Lord North and Mr. Burke; faid it was impoflible
fion t0 t6 exift without a peace, and it was equally impoffi-
) [Mr. ble we could®get a better ; that we were without als
poriers lies, and that we were without refources; and not-
'be Ma- withftanding what might be faid of our navy, it fure-
\is opi- ‘ly was the cafe, that falts ought to be the criterion to
that in Judge of affertions, and that without fa&s affertions
' of the were not to be attended to. Many pompous decla-
a, and rations were made of the invincible ftate of the navy;
ind the this navy that was fo lately reprobated, was now
Burke {fprung up like muthroomsy day after day produced
n to the a thip of the line, and the nearer the Houfe came to
‘ the difcuffion of the Preliminary Articles, the greater
eech, in was the ftrength of our navy, and the more injurious
Ay, re- the peace to the dignity of our naval empire. But
n in his bad as this peace was, the Lord Advocate faid we
s appro- owed even that to Lord Rodney’s victory in the Welt
d Lord’s Indies. It was to that vittory we owed the prefent.
e for the Had it not been for that fortunate event, it were
condut hard to get even fuch a peace. For, to inftance our
ere raifed fituatiop, the learned Lord faid, that fo entirely
the cry were we devoted, that the other powers of Europe
the flate had tacitly confented and ailifted the mighty confede-
MOUrous, racy againft us; for in neutral bottoms were trant-
and ported every warlike ftore that the circumftances of

G their



o P

( 43 )

their wants could require, Lately, the right honour-
able Advocare faid, a neutral fhip of twelve hundred
tons had failed from Breft with warlike ftores to the
Faft Indies ; and to our fituation there he paid a very
minute attention. He ftated cur fituation in the
Weft Indies; then attached himfelf to our American
concerns, to prove the activity and the ability of
Minifters in the bufinefs of the negotiation. He
faid, he bad a letter from the merchants of Glafgow,
requefting him to return thanks to Minifters, for the
care they had taken of their interefts in the negotia-
tion; for that fome had been paid, fome fecured, and
fome were in hopes of being paid the debts due by
America to them. There could not be a better rule
to judge of the necellity of peace than what he had
mentioned, nor of the ability and aivity of Minif-
ters, than the inftance he had juft ftated. And he
afked the Houfe, if any thing was advanced by two
noble Lords, or the right Aonourablc gentleman who
{poke after them, that amounted to an argument to
prove that the peace was difhonourable, that it was
impolitic or unjuft. With regard to the Loyalifts,
he faid of them, they. were an unhappy people, and
Government, truly fenfible of their fituation, exerted
every nerve for them ; but if the war was not to be
continued on their account, no better terms could be
provided for them. A late inftance in Holland ex-
actly illuftrated the interpal government in America;

Congrefs had no power over the provincial legifla-
ures
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tures ; every legiflature had the cognizance alone of
jts own bufinefs ; and Congrefs, being the delegates,
were not invefted with a power to decide in provin-
cial criminal cafes; fo therefore it was impoffible
that Congrefs, without fubverting the conftitution
of America, could make other terms for the
Loyalifts. The Lord Advocate made fome very able
remarks, ftated about Eaft Florida very largely, and
concluded with his ftrongeft oppofition to the amend.
ment.

Governor Folnflone was very decided in declaring

that the peace was unwife, impolitic, and to the

laft degree difhonourable; and he did not fee that
the aét of the laft feflion vefted the king with a
power of granting away America ; it was not in the
literal meaning of it, whatever it might be by im-

plication or conftru&ion. But that was a matter he

did not feem inclined to argue about, the Com-
modore declaring, that as the independence of Ameri-
ca wason all hands acknowledged to be a&tually gone
away from us before the formally refigning it by the
articles of the treaty; however, the Commodore
could not bring himfelf to allow that the cefiion of
Eaft Florida was in the right of the Crown. He
acknowledged the right of the Crown, by virtue of
the prerogative to make peace or war, but he con-
tended that the ceffion of any part of the dominions
of this country was conflitutionally not in the Crown,
and that the Crown had equally a right to cede

G2 Jamaica,
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Jamaica, or any other part of the Britith territory,
as that province. The Commodore faid; it was an
objcct of very great importance to this country, not
only with refpect to its fituation, as a guard to our
Welt India 1llands, but from the circumftances of
its commercial produce, it returned in export to
this country to the amount of two hundred and forty
thoufand pounds, and received in return more than
one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds Britifh ma-
nufacture : belides, it was much more valuable to
the Spaniards than the Havannah; the harbour was
the beft in the world, and the healthfulnefs of the
climate, and the entire command of the navigation
of the Gulph, made it in valuable to Spain. Minif-
ters faid they could not make a better peace; the
Commodore afked them, could they make a worfe.
He took a retrofpe of the commiffion he was joined
in to treat of reconciliation with America, and urged
fome ather circumftances on the matter, and, in re-
ply to fome remarks of the Lord Advocate, de-
clared, if that commiffion had been. fent three
weeks fooner, before the French negotiations bad
arrived, abfolute reconciliation would have taken
place. He fpoke much of the fituation of affairs
in India; toook notice of the article in the treaty

relating to Eaft India affairs; and in anfwer to Secre-

tary Townfhend’s having obferved, that the Secres
Commitree had approved of the conduct of Admi-
piftration, the Commeodare obfgrved, if it were the
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cafe, very fecret means were ufed indeed. The
Commodore made fome other pointed remarks upon
the bulnefs, and on the vague and loofe expreffion
of our ancient pofleflions, mentioned in the article,
which neither feveral of the Laft dndia Company
Direftors, with whom he had converfation on the
fubjet, nor himfclf, could underfland. He called
upon ary of the Directors or Secret Committee as were
in the Houfe, to ftate to the Houfe wkat they knew
refpecting that matter, and to give the Houfe all the
knowledge refpecting the bufinefs that they could
poflibly communicate.—The Commodore was deci-
dedly for the amendment,

Sir Henry Fletcher, Chairman of the Eaft India
Company, faid a few words. The poffeffions in In-
dia were in fo very fluGtuating a fituation, that it
was hard to tell what were our ancient poffeffions.
He had fpoken to feveral Directors on the fubject of
the fixteenth article, and no two of them agreed.
No one was able ro tell what it meant, or how to
afcertain what it gave or what it lefr. He faid that
Hyder Aly had fome of our poffeffions, thofe pof-
feflions had been conquered from others; and Hyder
Aly, who rofe from acommon foldier, won all his
territories from others.

Mr. Sbheridan made a very accurate reply to the
Lord Advocate, and warmly touched upon the ftrokes
the learned Lord threw out on the conduct of his
honourable friend, (Mr. Fox) and the fhare he had
4 taken
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taken during the fhort time he was in Adminiftration

to effeGuate the great end of Peace. Mr. Sheridan had not
then purfued the bufinefs of the amendment, and in- been pre
veftigated the treaty on the table, which, he contend- Journals
ed, was of the moft difgraceful nature, carried the him to
moft indelible degradation in every article on the not havi
face of it, and relinquithed completely every thing . 8“‘3"').’
that was glorious and great in this country. If there precipit:
was a fingle article that had a view to the interefts of refent ¢
the empire, if there was a fingle article that had not of Mini
conceffion for its objeét, he would not contend that unpreces
the Peace was whaf every perfon who had heard of it had paic
pronounced it. e Sixtcenth Article was one of the parliamq
moft inconfiftent political productions that could tleman f
poflibly be fuppofed ; it was couched in fuch vague dfnCC, '
and loofe terms, that it muft have relation to the dignant
impending treaty with Holland. It was with the not upj
view of finding out the extent of that article, and the Ho
what reference it had to the treaty with Holland, taken 4
and the political difpofition it evidently had towards be_‘" ul
France, that the honourable gentleman made his mo- principl
tion on a former day, and which called forth the in- .
dignation of a right honourable perfon in his eye (the ad".‘cc
Chancellor of the Exchequer) as being inconfiftent “’h":hl
with the eftablithed ufage of the Houle, unprecedent- ' vf’l"'“g
ed and prepofterous in the extreme. This convinced pinefs ¢
him however, that the right honourable gentleman not the
was more a praclical politician than an experienced th‘_’{‘_ ‘
onc; his years and his very early political exaltation, abilitie:
were n(

had
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had not permitted him to look whether there had
been precedents, or to acquire a knowledge of the
Journals of the Houfe. Had his youth permitted
him to acquire fuch knowledge, his difcretion would
not have fuffered his abilities, which Mr. Sheridan

~ greatly admired, to be carried away by his heat and

precipitancy ; he would not with fo much indignation
refent the afking queftions, which it was the duty
of Minifters to fatisfy, nor would he have aéted fo
upprecedented if he had confulted the Journals, or
had paid any attention to fuch material evidences of
parliamentary order. If he had, the honourable gen-
tleman faid he would have found inconteftible evi-
dence, to prove the groundlefs authority of his in-
dignant affertions ; he would have found that it was
not upprecedented to lay a depending treaty before
the Houfe ; nay, that before a fingle ftep had been
taken %o compleat any of the points of it, it had
been ufual for Parliament to be in poffeffion of the
principles upon which it was-propofed a treaty thould
turn. Parliament was called upon to affift with its
advice on the valt fubject of national importance,
which peace muft paturally, in all times be, as in-
volving in it fo much the general profperity and hap-
pinefs of Europe. Miniftegs’ in former days, had
not the ingenious modefly (and bandfome diffidence of
thofe of the prefent; thty, diftrufling their own
abilities on a matter of fuch infinite importancé,
were not alhamed to ca'l in the affiftance of Parlia-

ment,
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ment.  They were not {o eager to /port their refpon-
fibility ; nor did they fear that the Houfe would in-
terfere to rob them of the glory of their negociations ;
not did they, with the anxious folicitude of thofe,
hide every iota of the progrefs of their negotiation,
cither with a view of aftonifhing the world with the
fplendour of their pacific acquifitions, or to fhew
their contempt of the wifdom of Parliament in the
adminiftration of their own tranfcendent abilities.

M:. Sheridan, after having proceeded in this vein,
introduced, in fupport of the conduét of Minifters,
at the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, ftated by the noble
Lord in the blue ribbon, a farther precedent, extratt-
ed from the Journals of the Houfe, in Queen Anne’s
reign, before the Treaty of Utrechr, and whith Mr.
Sheridan read as part of his fpeech. It ftated, that
her Majefty, notwithftanding it was the undoubted
prerogative of her Crown to make peace and war,
neverthelefs, anxious for the happinefs of her people,
and relying on the affection of her faithful Commions,
had ordered to be laid before them, for their advice
and approbation, the principles upon which fhe
conceived a gdieral pacification could be moft effec-
tually eftablifhed for the glory of her Crown, and the
happinefs of her people, at the fame time informing
them, that no ftep had been taken for the completion
of the treaty, nor would there without their advice

and approbation ; thus Mr. Sheridan proved to a de- -

monftration, that it was not only precedented to let
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the cafe of negotiation before the Houfe in its de-
pending ftate; but the principles upon which the
treaty was (o take effect before the negotiation for it
had ever been commenced. How unlike that, was
the conduct of the prefent minifter, when the amend-
ment of his noble friend, prop fed for the time for
confideration of the articles which they were called
upon in fo very extraordinary a manner to give their
approbation to : they were told they had the articles
for three weeks before them, and that they had
ample time of .courfe for reflection on them ; at the
fame time that Minifters had the hardinefs to make
uferof fuch language, they feemed to forget the al-
moft inquifitive exactnefs with which they fhut out
the members of that houfe from obtaining any
knowledge of thofe circumftances, that could alone
qualify them to decide with judgment, upon a treaty
that either fhewed Great Britain to be ruined beyond
redemption, or that her interefts and her glory had
been facrificed to views that were not immediately
diicernable.

The anfwer to every requifition for the produc-
tion of any article that might lead to this neceflary
purpofe, as was the cafe of his motion a few days
before, Mr. Sheridan faid, was in the language of
indignation, ‘it was indecent, it was unprecedented and
prepofierous in extreme, for gentlemen to introduce
any circumftance of enquiry before the day ap-
pointed for the difcuffion of the“Freaty ; and yet on
H that
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that day, right honourable p:rfuns in his eye had
with the peculiar modefly which {o diltinguithed them,
called on the Houl: for their approbation of a treaty,
which, it was argued with much indignation, it would
be moiffoufly indece::t in them to make any enquiries
whatever intg, But taking the pledge of &heir
bafbfulne/s and mode/l confidence in their own Jfuperior
abilities us the criterion of its perfection, Miaifters
required the Houle to be fo prepofterons as to give a
vote of approbation to a trcaty, that with the moft
anxious folicitude they were even prevented from fo
much as fpeakipg on, until the time they had been
to confidently called upon to give it their approba-
tion. And the objeét of his late motion, Mr. She-
ridan contended, was j}.lﬂ])' affirmed by an honoura-
ble Commodore, to be of very great magnitude: if
Trincomale was given up, our territories in India
were in a moft precarious fituation ; and Mr. Sheri-
~ dan contended, after remarking on what had fallen
from Commodore Johnftone and Sir Henry Fletcher,
that the Houfe ought abfolutely to know the extent
of the Sixteenth Article, and the fitvation of the
negociation with Holland.  After ditplaying much
knowledge and application to the interefts of this)
country, fo inconfiftently difpofed of by that article,
Mr. Sheridan diffe€ted the article in the moft hu-
mourous manner. 1o find the meaning of the dif-
ferent articles, grammatical order was to be inverted ;
for it was impoffible to come to the meaning of them
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by adhering to the rules of grammar. He then

e had
. iy WY G o Ny - 30 c
them, went into the ,d_ finition ot.a real szt.jb ju‘bja?, men-
treaty tioned in the fifth article with America.  Fhe twenty-
4 . . + .
would {econd al‘[ f,lllc_ with l;ran‘ce mxght ha.'c.as well run .tf)
quiries prevent all «.nlpntlcs tnit had éf”’"”o arifen, as all dif-
" sheir putes that way lereafter arife, un'd. g.rounds enough
L were left for them. Deeds of difunion and future
itery broils were fown in the inconfifiency of a treaty that
-' the pooreft political dabler well might be athamed of.
sl The h bl ] ] ffc&ing pi
' ' rew avery ¢ -
e moft [he ono.m;:\ f%cn’t cmarluf:). gtu.ry;ic& ing pic
rom ks ture of his Majefty’s loyal fubjets in a' .Flonda,
d been configned tlo da go;crnment, anq to a' rchglon, []?ey
yproba- detcﬂcd.. ndependent of tl..c n.npohcy of ceding
r. She- that province, and he was not inclined to call ghe va-
el llQlty.of the peace in ql.xcftx'cn, for it was his deter-
ude: if mination, and that of his friends, to fupport the na-
n India tional fidelity. Mr. Sheridan execrated the treatment
. Sheri= of thofe unfortunate men, who without the leaft
1 fallen notice taken of their civil or religious rights, were
Hetcher handed over as fubjeéts to a power that would not
’ ™\
. oL . ‘\
A — fail to tak vengeance on them for their zeal anfl
. of the attachment to the religion and government f this
¢ much country. .'If‘hl.s was an m;lanc? (r)tl an:?b Heg;ada-
. of this) tion, not inferior to the unfuccefsfu petittons o go-
t article vernment to Congrefs for the wretched Loyalifts.
’ . . N ) ) X
noft hu- Gréat Britain at the feet of Congrefs fuing in vain
the dif- was not a humiliation.or a ftigma greater than the
nverted ; infamy of configning over fhe loyal inhabitants of

Florida, as we had done,'\\§hout any cénditions
H 2 ' whatfoever

of them
by
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whatfoever. And to the eternal honour of France,
and Spain, in their moft diftrefsful circumftances
fhould be t.ld, that in all their ceflions, as in Cana-
. v . - - .
da, &c. they even provided by treaty for the civil

and religious rights of their quondam fubjets.

Mr. Sheridan then read the addrefies of the inhabi-
tants of Florida to rthe Governor fome thort time
back, breathing in the moft animated ftyle, attach-
ment and loyal'v to the reiigion and government of
this country, and their deteftation of the condu&t of
(as they ftyled them) his Majelty’s rebellious fub-
je€ts in the other colonies. Mr. Sheridan took a
view of the fur trade, boundaries of Canada, &c.
and was apprehenfive the great folicitude thewn by

dminiftration to conciliite the affections of Ame-
rica, as it had been termed, would be a great means,
in the marking of the boundaries, of creating fu-
ture diffentions. He went very dbly and with much
political judgment into the differen: interefts acquired
by(\;hc Americans and French, and thofc lett to us
on the coal} of Newfoundland. The logwood trade,
of fugh)zzt confequence, left in a ftate amounting

\__Almoft to non-entity, employed much of his animad-

verfions.
The article of Dunkirk was alfo to be con-

fidered, fuppofing it even not to be of that impor-
tance it formerly was, and of which it might here-
after become to pofterity, as ftrongly accumulating

and flfing the meafure of our difgraces ; that what
had
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had been for more than a century, the pride of our
anceftors to enforce, we fhould fo rafthly concede,
particularly when we were not in a fituation confider-
ing our Navy ; notwithftanding the learned Lord
affeCted reprefentation, and ghe relative refources of
of our enemies, for it was obferved by an honoura-
ble Commodore, that the cplterion of a natioa’s re-
fources was her credit, and the rule of that credit, the
intercft fhe paid, and according to the honourable
Commod re, Spain paid moft enormous intereft, and
France was much in the fame fituation ; confidering
then thofe relative circumftances, and the naval fitu-
ation of Holland, Mr. Sheridan contended, We were
fo far from being reduced to bear fuch degrading,
fuch indelible degradations and impofitions, we were
intitled to an bonourable peace.

The vittory of Lord Rodney, the defeat of the
fiege of Gibraltar, our fuccefles in the Eaft Indies,
were alfo enumerated to prove, that our fituation was
refpectable, that if we were redyged in refources,
our enemi: s had not encseafed theirs, but had at leaft
equaily exhaufted them. '— Mr. Sheridan could not
avoid remarking the artful attempt of the right
honourable Secretary, to put the firft amendment,
and the fecond of the noble Lord in the blue rib-
bon, on the fame event; he took notice of Mr. T.
Pitt’s difcrimination of the loyalifts, the rea! loyalifts,
and the viper loyalifts; and yet though the honoura-
ble gentleman, in the peculiar ftile of eloquence,
which
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which fo much diftinguithed him, was very warm
in difcriminating thofe charalters of the lovalifts,
and pledged his feclings to give every affiftance to
the real loyalifts, yet ‘in his addrels propofed to the
throne, the vipers were equally rccommended to the
royal protetion, and the Houfe was equally to be
bound for them as for the real lovalifts. The
honourable gentlemen was moft clegantly pointed
in reply to the Lord Advocate, on his hints thtown
out on Mr. Fox’s adminiftration, of Peace being in
the pocket of certain members of a late Adminiftra-
tion, &c. Mr. Sheridan faid, that he had known
his honourable friend’s difpofition when he came into
power, and had the honour of a&ing with him, and
he pledged himfelf that, though ardently peace was
to be defired, though at any time peace is to be
prefered, yet knowing, as he did, the relative cir-
cumftances of our powers, he never would have ac-
ceded to fo difbonourable a peace ; and for his own
part, he did equally pledge himfelf, that if his ho-
nourable friend was of fuch a difpofition, and during
" his Adminiftration had brought fuch a peace to con-
clufion, notwithftanding his friendfhip and efteem
for him, he, as an individual, would oppofe it. It
was impoffible for language to defcribe his reproba-
of it, or what he fclt for the national degradation.
But, he faid, the true criterion for his honourable
friend’s intentions to<be judged by, was his corref-
pondence while in office, and he dared Minifters to
’ move
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move for its being laid before the Houfe.—~ITere a
great cry of ¢ move, move.”—He then made fome
remarks on the coalition of the parties the learned
Lord had alluded to, and the bomey-moon of their
loves, which Mr. Sheridan faid, if it was the cafe,
was rather to be called the wwedding-day.  Mr. Sheri-
dan then atracked the learned Lord on his incon-
filtency, on his having deciared he would fupport no
man whofe meafures he did not approve. He afked
the learned Lord, was it confiftency then in him
to fupport thes patron of equal reprefentation, to
which Mr. Sheridan profeffed himfcif a warm friend.
[ The Lord Advocate fhook his head.] Was it con-
fitency to fupport the independence of America, of
which he had ever been fo determined an enemy ?
Mr. Sheridan put to the Advocate fome other que-
ries equally pointed, and cquall)" unanfwerable ; and
remarked that there was fuch a verfatility in the po-
litic of fome men, tlifat when intereft called, every
other confideration gave way ; and if that was not
the cafe, it was hard to fuppofe how the learned
Lord’s sadoration and high-founding panegyrics of
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, with which the
walls of that Houfe were wont to refound, thould
now be transferred to thofe connefions which bad
been heretofore fo obnoxious to the learned Lord,
Mr. Sheridan was here very fevere on the Lord Ad-
vocate, and his early defertion; and his unfairnefs
of ufing, in his peculiar fituation, recrimination,

“which
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which, at all cvents, could never be aliowed as argu-
ment.—The wor/iippers of the majefly of the people,
not the fun of Britifb glory, to be fet on the eman-
cipation of America, which Mr. Sheridan relicd
would be quite otherwife, did not efcape his ob-
fervation.

Mr. Bankes fupported the motion for the addrefs,
and in mild terms argued, that in circumftances
fo calamitous and gloomy as thofe of the Britith
Empire on the prefent occalion, the peace which
his Majeftyds Minifters had concluded, was in his
opinion not only good, but highly favourable, and
fuch as we had no reafon to expe(t.

Sit William Dolben called the Houfe again to the
confideration of the important queftion which he
had before ftated. — Whether the King’s Minifters
were authorifed by the prerogative of the crown,
to alienate from the ftate the American colenies. He
averred that prerogative did not extend fo far — it
gave no power to alienate territories not acquired
by conqueft during the war ; at lealt this was his
motft ferious opinion. Then if it did not reft in pre-
rogative, he coentended that the act of laft feffion
gave Minifters no authority adequate to fo important
a meafure : but he wilhed to have the opinion of the
gentlemen of the gown ; and he called upon them
to give the Houfe information on this moft important

point. — He frecly owned that he was adverfe to the

terms of the peace; he thought them highly in-
jurious
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jurious to the intereft of the country, and infinitely
worfe than we had any title to expect. ’
Mr. Mansfield faid, that the queftion propofed by
the honourable Baronet, was indeed of the greateft im-
portance, and it would not be prudent in any man to
nazard a light opinion. The prerogative of the
crown was allowed to go grear, and indeed unde-
fined lengths, as the circumitances of the ftate might
require that meafures thould be taken for which there
neither was precedent or authority. In all fuch in-
ftances, however, the Houfe would recolleét that
re[ponfibility was placed in Minifters, and they were
bound to thew whenever they ventured on any extra-
ordinary extenfion of the prerogative, that there was
abfolute neceffity for fuch conduc. This he un-
derftood to be the dotrine of the conftitution. But
with relpect to the prefent queftion ; whether the
King’s Minifters were authorifed by the a& of laft
feffion, to alienate‘for ever the indepencence of Ame-
rica, he was free to acknowledge that he thought
that act gave them {ufficient powers. 1t was clearly
determined thereby, that it was the fenfe of Parlia-

" ment, and Minifters were bound to aét up to what

they under(tood to be the fenfe of the legiflature,
Sir Francis Baffet fupported the amendment, and

argued with energy againft the peace which had
been formed.

Mr. Fames Grenville contended with cqual ' warmth,
that the peace was Yuch as wé might realonably ex-
’ I pect
\
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pet in circumftances of unparallelled dejection.  He
entered at length into the fituation of the country,
in a comparifon with that of our adverfaries, and
infitted that we had no right in fairnefs to complain
of the conditions which our Minifters had procured,
Mr. Fox then rofe and took up the dbnfideration
of the important fubjeét, at confiderable length. —
His fitvation, he faid, on that day, was petuiiarly
delicate. — He was fuppofed to be actuated by mo-
tives of perfonal pique, and of fetting up an oppofi-
tion to the articles of the peace on grounds of cnvy;
of jealoufy, and of ambition. Thofe who knew him
beft would not impute to him fuch motives; and for
the opinion of thofe who belicved every calumny
that was propagated agaihft him, he had but little
concern. This, however, was not the only deli-
cacy of his fitvatian. Allufions were made to for-
mer opinions which he had given, and affertions he
had made in circumftances different from the pre-
fent 3 and which indeed bore not the fmalleft refem-
blance nor affinity. It was proclaimed, as an un-
gnfWerable argument againft every thing he could fay,
—did you not fome months ago declare that almoft
any peace would be good — would be defirable —
and that we muft have peace on any terms. If, fays
Mr. Fox, I could fuffer myfelf for a moment to be
fo far led away by conceir, and to fancy myfelf
a man of fo much importance as to excite the jea-
loufy of the Minifter — ] might give ear to the re-
' ports
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ports of the day — that every meafure which the Mi-
nifter’ adopted — every plan which he formed —
every opinion which he took — and indeed every act
of his adminiftration, was calculated and defigned
to embarrafs me. How well might I afcribe the pre-
fent peace to this motive. You call for peace, fays
the noble pzrfon— you wrge the neceflity of peace
— you infift on peace — then peace you fhall have —
but fuch a peace — that you fhall ficken at its very
name. You call for peace — and I will give you
a peace that fhall make you repent the longeft day
that you live, that ever you breathed a with for
peace, I will give you a peace which fhall make
you and all men wifh that the war had been conti-
nued, — a peace more calamitous — more dreadful,
more ruinous than war could poffibly bey and the
effets of which neither the ftrength, the credit, nor
the commerce of the nation fhall be able to fupport.
If this was the intention of the noble perfon, he had
fucceeded to a miracte, His work had compleatly
anfwered his purpofe, for never did I more fincerely
feel, nor more fincerely lament any advice I ever
gave in my life, than the advice of getting rid of the
difaftrous war in which the nation was invelved.
That the Minifter might have other views it was
very probable. That hedinight think his fituation
depended upon peace ; that he might think there
was no other way of maintaining a disjointed fyftem,
and fixing himfcif in a feat, not gained by the pureft
1a means
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means, nor fupported by the firmeft bottom, it was
very poflible ; — and it was alfo very probable that
in his eager purfuit of this obje&t, he had overfho
the mark, and negletted "to take the fteps which
could alone fecure the end.

Bit it was objected to him by a noble and learned
lord, that he who had talked of having apeacein his
pocket, and who had been fo confident in his decla-
rations that peacé might certainly be obtained, ought
to fhew that the peace which he projeéted was better
than that which was procured. In anfwer to this he
would inform the noble and learned lord, that he had
never faid that he had a peace in his pocket. He
had averred in his place in that Houfe, that there
were perfons in this country, empowered by the Con-
grefs to treat of Peace with America. ‘The fat was
fo: — They had made application to noble perfone,
friends of his, — to the Duke of Richmond, to Lord
Keppel, and to Lord John Cavendifh. They had
authorifed him to mention the fa& in his place in that
Houfe; and it turned out, as he had declared, —
that there were perfons properly authorifed, and
‘anxious to treat of Peace. The noble and learned
Lord called upon him to produce the peace which
he had proje¢ted. This was a very loud and found-
ing word ; but the learned Lord not being a Cabi-
net Minifter, is at liberty to hazard bold things,
which if he was, he was pretty fure he would not do.
‘Wil any one of the King's Minifters, fays Mr. Fox,

‘give e the fame challenge ? Will ;b.‘ey call upon me ,
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was to produce my peace ? — I dare them to do it. I
that challenge them to do it. They know what itis, —
rfho they have it in the office : — If it is againft me, let
rhich them take the advantage of it, and hold me up as a
man capable of advifing my Sovereign to make a
arned worfe peace, if poffible, than the prefent.
in his I now come, fays Mr. Fox, to take notice of the
lecla- moft heinous charge of all. | am arraigned with
pught having formed a junction with a noble perfon, whcfe
better principles 1 have been in the habit of oppofing for
his he the laft feven years of my life. I do not think it at
1e had all incumbent upon me to make any anfwer to this
He charge : Firft, becaufe I do not think that the per-
there fons who have afked the queftion have any right to
» Con- make the inquiry ; and fecondly, becaufe if any fuch
&t was junétion was formed, I fee no ground for arraign-
:rfone, ment in the matter. That any fuch alliance has ta-
y Lord ken place, I can by no means aver. Thar I fhall
v had have the honour of concurring with the noble Lord
in that in the blue ribband en the prefent queftion was very
ed, — certain; and if men of honour could meet on points
l, and of gencral national concern, he {faw no reafon for
earned _calling fuch a meeting an unnatural junélion. — It is
which neither wife nor noble to keep up animofities for ever.
found- — It is not juft nor candid to keep up animolity when
Cabi- the caufe of it is no more. It is not my nature to
things, bear malice, or to live in ill will. My friendfhips
not do. are perpetual, — my enmities ar¢ not {o.
r. Fox, '

“ Amicitie fempiterre, sniiicitie placaliles™

0
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I difdain to keep alive in my bofom the enmities

which may bear to men, when the caufe of thofe en-

mities is no more. When a man ceafes to be what he

was, — when the opinions which made him obnoxi-

ous are changed, — he then is no more my enemy,
but my friend. The American war was the caufe of
the enmity between the noble Lord and me. The
American war, and the American queftion is at an
end. The noble Lord has profited from fatal expe-
rience. While that fyftem was maintained, nothing
could be more afunder than the noble Lord and I.
But it is now no more; and it is therefore wife and
candid to put an end alfo to the ill will, the animofi-
ty, the rancour, and the feuds which it occafioned.
He was free to acknowledge that when he was the
friend of the noble Lord in the blue ribband, he
found him open and fincere : when he was the enc-
my, he found him honourable and manly. He never
had reafon to fay of the noble Lord ig the blue rib-
band, that he practifed any of thofe little fubterfuges,
tricks, and fbratagems which he had found in others:
any of thofe behind-hand and paltry manccuvres
which deftroyed confidence between, and which de-
graded the character of a flatefman and a man.

So much he faid for the charge which had been
made by the learned Lord. He would have thought
itmore prudent in that learned perfon, before he had
lavithed his charges fo freely, to recollect the place
from which he fpoke ; and that he who was fo warm-
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Iy the friend of the noble Lord in the blue ribband,
and, what was worfe, of the {yftem which he had
purfued, was now as warmly the friend of a fyftem
very diffcrent, and not lefs obnoxious.. But the
lecarned Lord informed the Houfe, that he would al-

~ways fupport Government, provided that he ap-

proved of their principles. That he believed to be
literally the cafc; and that he might always fupport

~Government, he had no doubt but he would take

care conftantly to approve of their principles, what-
ever they might be, or whoever were the minifters.
It was alfo imputed to him, that he had when in
office lowered this country before the States of Hol-
land in a very unbecoming manner, and that then
there appeared none of thefe proud thoughts, nor
that high expectation which he now exprefled. He
had no delire, he faid, to conceal what he had done
with regard to the Dutch ; nor if he had fuch a de-
fire, would it be poffible for him to grarify it. The
letter which ‘he had written was public, and all the
world kpew what had been his fentiments : he was
therefore ready to acknowledge, that as the Dutch
were undoubtedly plunged into this war without a
caufe, it was his idea that we ought to make them li-
beral offers of peace. Such offers were made: but
they not only rejeted them, Lut made fuch haughty
demands, that the policy of the thing was changed ;
and he and his friends no longer thought them inti-

4led ro that favour and friendfhip which had been

honeftly
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honeftly proffered. Then they conceived that the
States cught to fuffer for their want of friendfhip;
and that as we had been great lofers by the war, we
ought to look for recompence in the pofie(lion of
Trincomale, and Ather objetts.

This was\clcarly his idea ftill ; and if it was
true, as it was rumoured, that the claim was to be
abandoned, he fhould think nothing was wanting to
make the prefent the moft difaftrous and dif%accful
prace, without exception, that ever this country had
made at any time. They talked of our prefent cir-
cumftances, and referred to his language on a for-
mer occafion. Were our circumftances the fame
now that they were jn the month of March laft?
Would any man of common fenfe and common ho-
nefty fay, they were the fame or fimilar? He averred,
that that which would have been defirable then was

¢ not good now. Our ftate was mended. Our navy
was much increafed ; that of the enemy was dimi-
nithed. Our force in the Welt Indies was greatly
fuperior to theirs. The American war, the mill-
ftone which hung about our necks, was gone ; we
had viGories of the maft brilliant kind — the nation
had juft emerged from its dejection ; had juft reco-
vered its high tone of thinking and acting; every
profpe&t was rich, and yet, jult in this moment of
fair expectation and honeft hope, we are damned at
once with a peace, which, perhaps, we fhall never
be able to recover. :

The
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The honourable écntleman now went into a regu-
lar examination of the feveral leading articles of the
peace. The whole was done, he faid, vpon the prin-
¢ ple of conceffion. It was every where conceffion.
If he wifhed to look for reciprocal advantages, no
fuch thing was to be found. He faid, he would not
follow the courfe of many of his friends, in going
over minutely .the ground of the various ceffions
which had "been made ; but he declared upon his
honour, that the terms were obnoxious in the ex-
treme ; and he pointed out a variety of the moft ex-
ceptionable paffages, and laid his finger on the points
which above others were ruinous and fatal to our
commerce, He concluded with declaring his warm
approbation of the ameridment of his noble friend.

Mr. Chancellor Pitt made a very able fpeech in
anfwer to the various arguments that had been ad-
duced agatnft the motion for the / addrefs to the
Throne. He was pointedly fevere/ againft the va-
rious gentlemen who had fpoken againft the addrefs,
and particularly againft Mr. Sheridan. No man ad-
mired more than he did the abilities of that right
honourable gentleman, the elegant fallies of his
thought, the gay effufions of his fancy, his dramatic
turns, and his epigrammatic points ; and if they were
referved for the proper flage, they would no doubt
receive what the honourable géntleman’s abilities al-
ways did receive, the plaudits of the audience; but

this was not the proper theatre for the exhibition of

k theje
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4 L]
thefe clegancies; and he therefore muft beg leave to
call the attention of the Houfe to the ferious con-
fideration of the very important queftion then before
the Houfe.

The clamours excited againft the peace were loud
in proportion to their injultice ; and it was generally
the cafe, that where men complained without caufe,
they complained’ without temper. It was neceffary
to look back, notwithftanding adl that the honoura-
ble gentleman on the other fide of the way had faid,
to the language of that Houfe, and to the fentiments
of that Houfe on this very fubjeé. Had they forgot
the refolutions of laft feffion, by which Minifters
were bound to recognize the independence of Ame-
rica? Had they confidered, that that refolution, in
which he for one mpft heartily concurred, took at
the fame time from Minifters their advantage-ground
in negotiation ; and deprived them of the opportu-
nity of propofing@ndependence as a boon to be con-
ceded, as a matter to be offered as the price, or as
the bafis of peace ? Had they forgot the application
made by the right honourable gentleman over the
way to the Dutch, an application couched jn terms
to his feeling more degrading than any conceffion in

the prefent peace ? Had they forgot the language of
that day, when we were told, that we muft have
peace on any terms — peace for a year, for a day —
juft to give us a little breathing time? Were not

thefe things to be remembered ? or weze they to be
told,
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told, that times and circumftances were fo complcte-
ly changed, that what would h&'c been defirable
then, would not be fo now ? Were the circumftances
fo materially changed? Yes, they were; for thefe
opinions were given, and thefe affertions made, when
the right honourtible gentleman was in office, and
when the tafk of making peace was likely to fall
on his own head. This was the change ; this was
the material alteration of circumftances which had
taken place, and which now called for different con-
ditions. The right honourable gentleman was no
longer in place ; he was no longer refponfible for the
terms, and therefore the circumftances were changed.
But to fhew that there was no other change of cir-
cumftances, he went into a long and particular de-
tail of the relative fituation of the belligerent powers,
their ftrength, their refources, their wants, their ob-
jets, and their profpets, deducing from this the j-
ference, - that it was abfolutely 2nd indifpenfibly ne-
ceffary for this country to have peace; and that pn-
der, all the circumftances of the nation at the time,
the terms which we had procured were fair and ad-
vantageous. That he might fhew this to be the
cafe, he examined the articles, and {poke particular-
ly to the points which had been complained of —
the boundaries of Canada, the fifhery of Newtound- -
land, the ceffion of the Floridas, the abandonment !
of the Loyalifts, and the other topics which had en--
gaged the attention of the Houfe. He concluded

K2 with

-
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with recommending temper and moderation, and Mr. L
fpurning at all unfeafonable and invidious fchemes of terms of
oppolition, in a moment fo calamitous and alarming thatin h
to the ftate. The unnatural alhance which it was ever hac
reported had taken place, wasundoulitedly 1o be rec- refpect 1
koned among the wonders of the age. It was not extenfive
cafy to reduce fuch an event to any common ruic of Afia, Af
judging of men, and went to a paint of palitical ment an
apoltacy, which not only aftopifhed fo young a man this alars
as he was, but apparently aftonifhed and confound- when pu
ed the moft veteran obfervers of the human heart, of the ps
He was exceflively fevere on this junction, and fpoke hands of
in molt pointed terms of reproach. ' fifcation,
My. Sheridan then rofe to an explanation, which unbappy
having made, he took-notice of that p.xrucula; forg deceitiu
of perfonality which the nght Hon. Gentleman had obje&tio
houghit proper to introduce. He need not comment and trea
on it — the propriety, the tafle, the gentlemaniy point fuch as |
of it muft have been obvious to the Houfe. Bur, deliveri
faid Mr. Sheridan, let me affure the Right Hon. The
Gentleman, that I do now, and will at any time been faic
whery he choofes to repeat this fort of allufion, méet _ blue rit
it with the moft fincere good humour, Nay, I will jun&ior
fay morg — Flattered: and encouraged by the Right if it ha
Hon, Gentleman’s panegyric on my talents, it ever [ met on
again engage in the compofitions he alludes ro, | hay ground
be tempted to an a& of prefomption — to attempt while t/
an improvement on one of Ben Johnfon's beft charac- reductic
ters, the charater of the Angry qu in-the Alck )mljf kaew b
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Mr. Lee fpoke with great earneftnefs againft the
terms of the peace, and declared upon his honour
that in his mind they beggared all the treaties that
ever had exiftence, in injury, and difgrace. With
refpect to the ceffion of territory — it was great and
extenfive in every quarter of the world. Europe,
Afia, Africa, and America, beheld the difmember~
ment and dimunition of the Britith Empire. But
this alarming and calamitous as it was, was nothing
when put in-.competition with another of the crimes .
of the prefent peace — the ceffion of men into the
hands of their eacmies, and delivering over to con-
fifcation, tyraony, refentment, and opprefiion, the
unbappy men who trufted to our fair promifes, and
deceitiul words. This was the great ground of his
obje&tion ; and he called it a difgraceful, wicked,
and treacherous peace; inadequate to its object, and
fuch as no man could vote to be honourable without
delivering his charaéter over to damnation for ever.

The Hon. Gentleman then adverted to what had
been faid of a junction between the noble Lord in the

_ blue ribband and his honourable }ﬁchd. Offucha

jun&ion he knew nothing; he would only fay that
if it bad taken place; if they had done more than
met on this queftion-—he faw no harm, and no
ground for charge. He had not been in that Houfe
while the noble Lord was purfuing his fyftem for the
reduction of America; but he believed that all wha
kaew him, knew that he reprobated that fyftem, that

he
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he abhorred and condemned it as much as any man in

this kingdom ; but was this a reafon for him to be
the enemy of the noble Lord? or to confound the

man with the Minifter ?  Undoubtedly not. He al- -

ways refpected the private charatter of the noble
Lord. He believed him to be honeft and manly in
his dealings — that his thoughts were upright, and
his hands weré clean — and we have the beft proof,
fays Mr. Lee, that this is the cafe, for if his charac-
ter had not been pure indeed, we fhould not have
feen the noble Lord attended by fo many ftiends when
out of office. — He had obferved his conduét narrow -
ly, and he had feen none of that thuffling left-handed
dealing, which made him the determined enemy of
another noble perfon. When he was to decide
which of the two men to prefer — the noble T.ord,
or the Eari of Shelburne, — he could not hefitate for
one inftant ; becaufe he could not hefitate for one
inftant to prefer opennefs to concealment, and honefty
to artifice. He fpoke in moft fevere terms of the
Minifter, and reprobated in the warmeft terms the
whole of his fyftem. )

The Hon. Mr. Norton faid, he underftood the
Right Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to
have, ina part of his fpeech expreffed an inclination
to feparate the confideration of the European Treaties
from that with America, which being anfwered in the
negative, Mr. Norton added, that under all the
circumdtances, he was willing to approve of the two
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former ; buton account of the article relating to the
Loyalifts, he feltit impoffible to give his aflent to
the latter. ™

Lord Frederick Campbell=ook fire at what Mr. Lee
had faid, and declared he ¢ame down to the Houle
unbiaffed, that he mcantj to vote honeftly and
fairly, and he meant to vote for the Addrefs;
but he would not bearto hear his characer queftion-
ed for fuch condudt.

The Attorney General rofe alfo extremely warm,
and faid, he did notunderftand fuch fwaggering lan-
guage. His charater was as fair as his learned
friend’s, and who fhould dare to fay, he damned
his charalter by voting for the Addrefs.

Mr. Lee explained his meaning, and {hewed he had
faid, thofe that voted the peace honourable endanger-
ed their charalters, which he took to be fair parlia-
mentary language.

Mr. Righy rofe to ftill the troubled waters, and with
a happy exercife of pleafantry, faid, he defired to
apologize for M. Lee as a young Member, for the
unguarded manner in which he had delivered his
opinion. MTr. Rigby called back the Houfe to the
real queftions before them, termed the conjoined
amendment an innocent lukewarm performance, and

affigned his reafons for voting for the Addrefs, as

originally moved. -

Mr. Adam concluded the debate with calling to
the recolleftion of the Houfe, the preceedings held
in general on the mtification of treaties of peace.
Before
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Before the laft treaty, it was never practifed to take
Preliminaries into confideration; parliament con-
ceiving that they had nothing to do with the fatt it-
felf, and therefore they proceeded immediately againft
Minifters. He gave his reafons for voting againft
the Addrefs.

At half paft feven o'clock in the morning the
Houfe divided.

Ayes, for the Amendment - 224 ¢

Noes - - - - - - < 208

Majority againft Minifters - - - 16

m——— e

A Comnffftee was then appointed to draw up the
Addrefs, thus amendeded.
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HOUSE of COMMONS,

FRIDAY, Fesruamry 21, 1783,

O R D John Cavendifh having intimated fome
farther propofitions on the Articles of Peace,
the Houfe was amazingly crouded. The ordinary
bulinefs was difcufled, and about four o’clock,
I.ord Jobn Cavendifb rofe to open the bufinefs of
the day. He began with obferving, that, by fome
unaccountable means it had been reported abroad,
that the majority of that Houfe, on the divifion
which took place, in confequence of the amendment
he had propofed to the addrefs on Monday laft, had
abfolutely voted againft the peace: fome perfons he
made no doubt, might have had their views in pro-
pagating fuch a report, from which they expected
to derive fome advantages; but a more groundlefs
report had never been fert forth into the world ; for
his amendment ftated, in the ftrongeft terms the Ed-
glith language could afford, that the Houfe, let
their opinion of the peace be what it mighr, would
L ' abide

e
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abide by the terms of it, and inviolably adhere to
them. However, in order completely ard effeltually
to deftroy every report to the contrary, and to defeat
the defigns that fome men might with to anfwer,
by countenancing fuch a report, he had drawn up a
refolution, which he would fubmit to the FHoufe, de-
claratory of the ftrongelt determination to maintain
the peace.  When the amendment which was pro-
pofed on Monday laft, had been adopted, he had it
in contemplation to move for papers, on which he
intended to move an enquiry ; but on re-confidera-
tion, as no criminal proceeding was intended againft
the minifters ; as he did not wifh to condemn the
peace, with a view to cenfure minifters ; as his only
object was to fthew that the terms of that peace were
fuch, that minifters deferved no compliment from
Parliament or the nation for baving made it: he
did not fee any receffity for moving for papers, as
the Houfe had matters of public notoriety, on which
they might ground their refolutions. — The relative
fituation of affairs of this country, and of the belli-
gerent powers, was a ground which would fupport
him in declaring, that he thought the peace inade-
quate to what we had a right to expelt : every part
of the three treatics was marked with conceffions,
which were the more mortifying, as we were in a
fituation to have refifted them. — To France, mi-
nifters had given away Goree and Senegal in Africa ;
‘Tobago and St. Luciain the Weit-Indies ; Miquelon
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e to and St. Pierre, together with the right of fithing on
ally the coaft of Newfoundland, and curing their fith on
efeat a greatly enlarged extent of fhore ; and in the Eaft-
wer, Indies, their former poﬂ}tfﬁons were to be reftored
p a and enlarged. To Spam, Minorca and the two
de- Floridas were ceded ; and to America, not only in-
tain dependence was given, “but an immenfe tra& of
ro- land belonging to the province of Canada: to the
d it Dutch he undcrftoed we were to reftore every fertle-
. he ment of theirs now in our pofieffion; fo thart, in
era- fat, we had fcarcely done any thing but make con-
inft ceffions to our different enemies ; and this at a time,
the when in confequence of Lord Rodney’s victory, Ad-
nly miral Pigot was at the head of near forty-two fail
ere of the line, and confequently of the dominion of the
om feas in the Weft-Indies and America, where the
he French had not above feventeen line of battle fhips.
. as The relief of Gibraltar had proved to adminiftration
ich that we were able to defend our coafts from infult,
ive protect our trade and fortreffes, and meet the united
- fleets of France and Spain. It had been urged,
ort that our finances wcrc in a bad condition: It was
je- true; but_ minifters” ought not to have attended
art folely to thc ftate of their own finances ; ; they fhould
ns, have taken into the fcale the condition of the finances
la . ~ of the enemy, which they would have found fuch,
1~ \\, as would have deterred the minifters of the d:fferent
a; belligerent powers from reducing us to the defperate
on alternative of accepting a difhonourable peace, or re-
nd i L 2 folving

~J
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folving to profecute the war, which latter meafure
our naval fuperiority in every quarter of the world
might poflibly have tempted us to adopt. He faid,
1n every part of the world ; but perhaps this affertion
might He combated with refpect to the Eaft-Indies.
However, when he confidered the confequences of
the laft engagement in that quarter, and the number
of the fhips that were on their way to India, he
would maintain, that if we had not a fuperiority
there, we had fomething fo very like it, that we
had nothing to apprehend from®he attempts of the
French in that quarter. — With all thefe objects be-
for@his eves, he had drawn five propofitions, which
he would rcad to the Houfe: —

-Firlt Refolution, — Refulved, “ That in confide-
“ ratioa of the public faith which ought to be pre-
“ ferved inviolate, this Houfe will fupport his Ma-

¢ jefty in rendering firm and permanent the peace

¢ to be concluded definitively, in confeguence of

¢ the Provifiofal Treaty and Preliininary Articles,
« which have been laid.before the Houle,”
Second, — ¢¢ That this Houfe will, in cencurrence

with his Majefty’sépaternal regard for his people,

-~

employ its beft endeavours to improve the blef-
“ fings of peace, to the advantage of his crown and
“ fubjelts.”

Third, — ¢ That his Majefty, in acknowledg-
¢ ing the, independence of the Usnited Stges of
“ America, by virtue of the powers vefted RPhim

“ by
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by the a&t of the laft feflion of Parliament, to en-
able his-Majelty to conclude a peace or truce with
certain colonies in North-America, has acted as
the circumftances of affairs indifpenfibly required,
and in conformity to the {cnfe of Parliament.”
Fourth, — ¢ That the concefiicns made to the
adverfaries of Great-Britain, by the faid Provifional
Treaty and Preliminary Articles, aré greater than
they were entitled to, either from theactual fitu-
ation of their relpective poficfions, or from their
comparative ftrength.”
Fifth, — ¢ That this Houfe do feel the regard due
from this nation to every delcription of men,
who, with the rifque of their lives, and the facri-
fice of their property, have diftinguifhed their
loyalty, and been confpicuous for their fidelity
during a long and calamitous war; and to affure
his Majety, that they fhall take every proper
method to relieve them which the ftate of the cir-
cumitances of this country will permit.”
He concluded with moving the firft.
The honourable St. Audrecw St. Jobn feconded the

motions.

The honourable Keith Stewart faid, the conduét of

minifters -had been condemned by the noble Lord,
on account of the great fuperiority of our navy in
the Weit-Indies ; nqy he couid affure the Houfe,
from good authority, tiut the combined fleets in
Cadiz-harbour amwuuntzd to fixty fail of the line,

all
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all deftined for the Weft Indies, our boafted fupe-
riority could n@t be for any long coptinuance.

In the Eaft Indies, it was true, on the arrival of -

Sir Richard Bickerton, we fhould have been able to
have ftood againfl the enemy; but when thofe fhips
arrived which France intended, and was preparing
to fend, we fhou!d then be much inferior to them.
As to our fleet at home, it laft year would have
been greatly inadequate to our own defence, were it
not for the diffentions in Holland, which were carried
to a much greater height than even in this country.
Our Baltic fleet was faved only by the diffentions that
reigned in the Dutch fleet, which kept them ina&ive
the whole year, and gave Lord Howe the opportunity
of relieving Gibraltar: but was it reafonable to fup-
pofe that our fuccefs fhould continue always ? or that
the fame caufe that preferved us laft campaign fhould
exift ftill? Gentlemen fhould confider the danger
this country muft inevitably run this fummer. If the
war had been continved, the Dutch would certainly
bave excrted their force agaialt us ; by that time they
would have fifty-five two deckers fit for fea, which
added to the combiped flects of France and Spain,
muft have inevitably ruined us.

Mr. Secretary Townfhend exprefled his furprize that
after the Houfe had been led to expect a ferious en-
quiry into the different articles of the peace; after
they had been tm;‘gh: to believe that the addrels moved
tor on Monday ldft had been modified for no other
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purpofe than that of affording gentlemen time to con-
fider maturely, and weigh with attention and delibe-
ration, every part of the different treaties, the noble
Lord fhould now call upon the Houfe to condemn
without confideration, what he could not approve,
becaufe he had not confidered it : if enquiry fhould
neceffarily precede approbation; with much more
reafon ought it to precede cenfure ; he was therefore
really furprifed that the noble Lord fhould have acted
the part which he then appeared in.—As to the firlt
propolfition, it was certainly fuch as met his warmeft
approbation; it was rot only proper, but, in his
opinion, abfolutely neceflary at a time when reports
were circulating, that the,Houfe of Commons difap-
proved of the peace. The noble Lord faic\ that he
meant to maintain the peace ; but he muft give him
leave to think, that the confequence of his amend-
ment on Monday, and his 4th refolution this day,
if carried, would tend much more to fhake than
confirm it. With refpect to the fecond and third refo-
lutions he wouldnot oppofe them ; the fecond indeed,
did not appear to him very confiftent with the con-
duét of thofe who patronized the amendment, and
con_dcmn<d the ‘peace : for to improve the bleffings of
a peace, which they called difgraceful, dithonourable,
ruinous, was to fuppofe that ruin and dithgnour were
bleffings : to the third refolutien he could have no
objection ; the nation at large had panted for the end
of the American war, which could not be attained
tut
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but by a recognition of the inkicpcm’.cx‘:ce of the c.:ul(.y.
nies; and that independence his M‘:'i‘::,i)' was Juti-
fied in recognizing by an exprels act of l’axh.xman:
the fourth refolution, which condemned [h~c'pc.1cc in
dire& terms, he was determined to meet fairly, and
have it determined cither in the affirmative or nega-
tive: for he would not endeavour to evade a decifion
by any parliamentaty trick or artifice; as to thc'laﬁ
refolution relative t3 the loyalifts he was of opinion,
to fay the leaft of ig, that it was prcm.@ure; ar?d
therefore he would pAt the previous queftion upon it,
» After having faid thus much, he obferved, tha't from
the knowledge he had of the unfhaken integrity and
honour of the noble Lord, who had moved one ofthc
propofitions, and was about to move the others, he
was convinced it was not in his nature to a¢t uncan-
didly by any man; but he migbt be led away by that
refpe&, which he entertained for others, who knew
how to choofe their man when they wam?d to have
any thing done, that was not of itfelf ev_:dently
right ; for they were aware that the _mu(‘t candid man
in the nation was the moft fic perfon to make the
Houfe think, that the mealure propofcd was not un-
candid. o
Sit Peter Burrell reprobated the Preliminary and
Provifional Treaties, as the grofieft inﬁ.Jlt that any
Minifters had ever dared to offer to a raticnal Houle

of Parliament, They were everf way inadequate to -

o o
the juft expetations of the country, infinitely worle,

he

he faid, 1
grace to t}
to France
any plea,
as to the 1
Minifters h
1mtention o
“its bafis, a
putes wer¢
tion fhould
of the pre:
thewed the
put the ma
it was faid,
arife, wher
difputes we
ever fo mu
verable, it
unjuft grani
ance to the
foundland,
was not a n
they were 1
fhewed  th:
Treaty wer
by having U
Weftern to
ure the fifh
would undy




¢ colo-
s Jufti-
iment :
eace in
Y and
* nega-
Jecifion
the laft
ypinion,
e; and
upon it.
at from
rity and
1e of the
jers, he
: uncan-
' by that
10 knew
to have
syidently
idid man
sake the
s not un-

rary and
that any
al Houle
equate to
y worle,

he

s

( 81 )
he faid, than the Treaty of Utrecht, and a lafting dif-
grace to the national charatter. The ceffions made
to France and Spain- he declared unjuftifiable, on
any plea, that could be faid to have exiftence; and
as to the Treaty with the United States of America,
Minifters hadaffected tocheatthe nation, by a pretended
intention of making reciprocity and mutual advantage
“its balfis, and that the prevention of quarrels and dif-
putes were main objects of it; but, for fear the na-
tion fhould be deluded into thefe ideas by a perufal
of the prcamble and the firft article, the very next
fhewed the palpable falfehood of the pretences, and
put the matter out of all doubt. By the firft article
it was faid, it was intended that no difputes fhould
arife, whereas in the very next article feeds of endlefs
difputes were fown.  He went on to fay, that where-
ever fo much as a fhade of reciprocity was difco-
verable, it was inftantly darkened by fome ceflion or
unjuft grant.  Ha inftanced the mifchevious allow-
ance to the Americans to fith on the banks of New-
foundland, and the fhallow affectation of faying, this
was not a material grant, becaufe in the fame article,
they were not allowed to dry or cure the fith, He
fhewed that the Amcricans by the Preliminary
Treaty were allowed to catch fifh, that the French
by having their fpace of the Bunks changed from the
Weftern to the Eaftern fide, were enabled to dry and
ure the fifh for the Americans, and that as the French
would undeubtedly demolifh the fortifications and
M works
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works they had erefted on the fpot, and within the
limits formerly allotted them to fith vpon, the whole
fithery would be ruined.  He proceeded to the con-
fiderations of other points in the Treaties, and parti-
cularly dwelt on the fixteent) article of the Prelimi-
naries with France, which, he faid, was the moft
egregious piece of nonfenfe ever thrown upon paper,
and much worfe than the famous double creed of tge
Jefuits; that would only admit of two interpretations,
whereas the fixteenth article would admit of twenty :
indeed it was calculated to pleafe and farisfy every
reader ; for it was fo drawn, that it would bear any
interpretation; and ecach man who read it, might
explain it his own way, as the Houfe had heard on
Monday lalt from very high authoritv. Itwas faid
that better terms could not have been procured ; that
the neceffity for peace was urgent, the means to carry
on the war, fmall and few. Beit fo. Would Minif-
ters have dared to fign worfe terms? Had France de-
manded the reft of our Weft India Iflands ? Had
Spain infifted on Gibraltar and, Jamaica? Had the
United States of America required that the poor
abandoned Loyalilts fhould be fent back to fue for
mercy with halters about their necks; and America
claimed Canada? Would they have granted them
thofe conditions ?  Was 1t owing to the forbearance
of France, the humiiity of Spain, or the mildnefs of
America, that thefe terms were not demanded ? No,
itarofe from the Houfe of Bourben’s knowlcdge that
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the nation would never bear the impefition of fuch
conditions. They faw they had a weak and impo-
tent Miniftry to deal with, but their own policy and
keen-fightednefs would not let them go farther than
they had ventured.

Sir Cecil Wray faid, he expefted that the papers
relative to the inftruttions given to Mr. Ofwald, re-
{petting the Loyalifts, would have been moved for,
according to the notice given fome days ago by the
noble Lord who brought forward the propofition ;
but as they had not been produced, he could not
poflibly vote upon the fourth propofition, which re-
lated to the Loyalifts. He faid he deplored she ftate
of the country, which feemed deftined to be for ever
torn in pieces by parties in that Houfe. Not that he
blamed gentlemen of great abilities and great con-
nexion, tor being ambitious of obtaining power.
Such men could beft ferve their country, in high and
relponfible fituations, and were wife in aiming at
their attainment. The perfons he blamed molt in
that Houfe, were the country gentlemen, who lent
their ftrength to every new party, and, by that, kept
the country in a perpetual change of adminiftration,
without its ever having the benefit of a folid and
firm government. He was an enemy to the Treaty
of Peace, (as far as he was able to judge of it) not
merely on account of the ceflions that wePe made,
but becaufe we had not made greater.  Since the fur
trade was given, why was not Quebec ceded too?

\ M 2 He
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He faw no reafon for this country’s fuflaining the pendently

burthen of the expence of keeping it, fince the other noble Lor
ceffions made it of no value to us.  Anuther poficl- him right.
fion likewife, to talk of gwving up which he knew him wror
perivaded
felt 5 he

Spain wer

was unpopular, he would neverthelefs mention,  He
meant Gibraltar, which was not worth a halfpenny
to us, and yet to keep it would coft the nation at
leaft fix hundred thoufund pounds, equal to one mitted, h
fhilling in the pound upn the land tax.  He did not ufe to th
mean that it fhould be given away, but it might have men and 1
been bargained for, and have fetched its price.  For nifters to
of the hig
could pofi

to the met

thele reafons he did not approve of the peace, but till
he had feen the papers that would prove the prefent
terms inadequate, hecould not vote for the motion then

under confidcration.  Sir Cecil went on to fay, that from thei
becaufe he had voted with his honourable friend on a enemies,

public ground on Mond.y, he did not hold himfelf throughor
bound to vote fur a new Adminiftration.  Nor would and we h
he ever, let the perfonal confeguence be whatit might natinn‘wa
to himfelf, vote) for an admuiniitration of which the honour,

noble L.ord in the blue nibbund was to make a part; as an ill

becaufe he confidered that noble Lord’s adminiftra-
tion as the caufe of 1l our calamitics. How his

‘ord Roc
_ ving, tha

conftituents would approve of fuch condu®, he knew all Europ

not ; but if they did not approve it, he would ferve execrated,
them faithfully to the end of the f:fiion, and they A loofe
ight then ele@ another reprefi nrative. upon the

Sir Horace Mann was very fevere againft the arti- be put an
cles of peace, He faid, ke had always afted inde- or the del

pendeptly
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g the pendent!y in that Houfe. He had” fupported the
: other noble Lord in the blue ribband whenever he thouahe
pofiel- him right, and oppofed him whenever he thought
knew him wrong. Sir Horace declired, he was firmly
. He perivaded that Lord John Cavendith alted from him-
fpenny felt; he argued, that the finunces of Fiance and
tion at Spain were to the full as bad aseurs.  Gibraltar, he
to one infifted, had, during the laflt war, proved of infinite
4id not ufe to this country, by being a continval drain of
1t have men and treafure upon Spain.  The condu& oif Mi-
. For nifters to the Loyalifts, he confidered as an inftance
but till of the higheft bagbarity and ingratitude 5 fince no act
prefent could poffibly be more cruel, than abandoning them,
»n then to the mercy of irritated men, whom they had long,
y, that from their attachment to thi*count , oppofed as
dona enemies, Our adverfaries, he faid," had dictated
himfelf throughout the whole courfe of the negotiation:
*would and we had condulted ourfelves, not only as if the
r might ‘nationwanted refources, but as if it were deftitute of
ich the honour, Our honour, however, was not yet gone ;
a part ; as an ‘illuftration of which aficrtion, he produced
iniftra- ‘ord Rodney’s victory. He concluded with obfer-
ow his /\l'{ng, that the peace mult lowergus in the eyes of
e knew all Furope, and that it could not be too feverely

1d ferve execrated. .,
1d they A loofe and defultory converfation next took place
upon the point, whether the firft propofition thould
he arti- be put and carried, as there was no objeétion to it,
d inde- or the debate upon the five propofitions be taken at
ndently : once.

' ~
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once. In this convcrfation: the SPEAKER, Mr. Se-
cretary Townfbend; Mr. D. Hartley, Colonel Onflw,
Lord North, and Sir Richard Sutton took part. At
length it was agreed to put e:ch mouion feparately;
and the firft and fecond refolution, were refpectively
put and carried nemine contradicentc. 1 he taird pro-
pofition declaring that his M ajelty in recogailing the
independence of America, in the prefent circum-
ftances of affairs, had alted by virtue of the powers
vefted in hih, and conformably to the fenfe of Par-

Lord Newbaven faid he was a ftranger to the
powers by which his Majeity was faid in this refolu-
tion to have a&ed ; for he did not conceive that he
had received any fuch powers from the aét of Par-
liament paffed laft feffion; and he was as yet to
learn that by virtue of his royal prerogative, he
could difmember the Empire.

Sir William Dolben knew not how the King became
vefted with powers to declare his American ﬁh)jc&s
independent ; certain he was that ne fuch power was
given by the att of laft feffion, which he ought to
underftand, as he had feconded the motion for leave
to bring it in: in that aét a power was granted to ¢
the King to fu/pend fuch laws as he fhould find to
ftand in the way of peace; now to fu/pend a law is
not to repeal it; and as the laws which the King was
empowered to fufpend, were fuch as had been made
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not a fovereign people; fo of courfe, it was very na-
tural that the idea of fu/pegfion thou!ld include the idea
of a removal of the fufpenfion, when of cour& the
Americans were to come once more under the 3\ 1=
nion of thofe laws, “and confequently to bccomcm
je&s 3 and therefore he muft contend, that the aét of
laft feflion did not give the King a power to alienate
the dominions of his crown, and declare the inhabi-
tants indcpendent; and indeed it would be fingular,
that an ac for empowcring the King to declare Ame-
rica independent, fhould aot fo much as mention the
word indcpendence.

Mr. Wallace replicd. He admitted that hc knew
of no prerogative of the Crown, which gave his

. . . . ot .o
- Majefty a power to alienate his dominions, difmem-

ber his empire, and declare his fubjeéts free from al-
legiance to him, and obedience to his laws : but ac
the fame time he was as ready to maintain, that the
power of recognizing the independence of America
was fully and amply vefted in the Crown, by the a&
which he had the honour to bring in laft year; and
the argument drawn by the honourable Baronet from
the power to fufpend Jaws, made nothing againt the
right-of the Crown to declare America independent.
Ard he muft declare, that in framing the bill, he in-
tended to enable the Crown by any means to put an
end to the war in America ; and therefore it was,
that he had called the bill, A Bill to enable his Ma-

the
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the firft place, the.idea of making a peace or truce

with any people, necellurily includes this other ide a
that the people with whom a peace is made,. is a o
vereign people ; for a Sovercign cannot make a
peace ot truce with his fubjects : hence it was clear,
from the very t'tle of the act, that the objet of it
was to grant independence to America.  But the ho-
nourable member had faid, that the word indepen-
dence was not {» much as mentioned 1 the att,
this was very true: and though in bringing in the
bill, it was his incention to empower the Crown to
acknowledge the independence, ftill he had purpofe-
ly omitted the word independence ; becaufe if it had
been in the a&, the Crown muft have a&ted in con-
formity to it; and independence being once men-
tioned in the act, it would be impofiible to treat af-
terwards upon any other principle than that of inde-

pendence » but as it was poffible that a truce, not a
peace, might have been concluded, it became necef-
fary to fpeak of fupending ats of Parliament, inftead
of repealing them, naturally involving the idca of a
revival of hoftilitics, and confequently ic wasgycef-
fary there fhould be a power to fufpend or repeal,
juft as the occafion thould offer: byt that the ho-
nourable Baronet fhould not eatertain a~doubt, but
that the rightfor power of acknowledging\the ince-
pendence was' vefled in the King by that a&t, he beg-
ged he would recollect, that the act ftarcdgpthat this
power fhould be vefted in the Crowd, any” law, Ya-

. tute

&
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tute, matler, or thing to the contrary, notwithfiand-
ing. ‘

Sit W. Dolben declared, that, he” was fo unforeu-
nate as not to be convinced by the arguments of the
learned gentleman.  So great a power as that of free-
ing millions of fubjects from their allegiance, ought
not, and could not be vefted by implication or con-
_ftruction of law ; and he confefled, that he was not
poficfled of fufficient forefi/:¢, or rather fecond fight,
to be able to difcover in an a’t of Parliament, 1n
which there was not a word of independence, a power
to acknowledge the independence of América.

The Attorney General 1aid, the honourable member
was, perhaps, of that difpofition that no arguments
could convince him. — He was talled to order by

Sir Francis Baffet, who exprefled his furprife that
any member fhould dare to tell another, that no ar-
guments could convince him.

The Attorney General proceeded. He faid, there
were perfons in the world whom no arguments
could convince : he infilted that the aét of Parliament
alluded to vefted in the King the mott ablolute power
to acknowledge -the American independence ; but
he diftered at the fame time from the learned gentie-

an on the queftion of prercgative ; for he would
rcadily meet any lawyer onthe fubject, and undertake
Mo prove, that, by virtue of the royal prerogative,
the King could have declared America independent.

Mr. Lee, in oppofition to the dotrine of the At- .
torney General, laid it down as a principle of law,

N
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that the Jping could not deciare his fubjets free from
their allegiance, and difmember the empire : but ke
admitted at the fame ume, that the a¢t o1 Parlianent
alluded to, fupplied the detet w the roval preroga-

_ nition of Am
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tive, and gave his Majeity a power which he did
not poflefs before. ,

Sir Adam Fergfon agreed that the act of Purliament
gave the King full power to recognile the indepen=
dence of America; but he mamtained, that the pow=
er was not carried a ftep farther by thac act 4 and
therefore he muft look upon Minifters as criminal,
who had advifed his Majelty to go b;yonkthm pow-
er; and not contented with recogniting the inucpen-
dence of the thirteen colonies, haa advilgd ther royal
mafter to cede to the Amcricurs, al‘.dﬁtdarc inde-
pendent, an immenfe traét of land, which belonged
not to the thirtcen colonies, but to the province of
Canada. '

The Soliciter General begged the honourable Ba-
ronet would recolle®, that the dithculty ftarted by
him was not wichin the compafs of thz mouon; for
it related fimply and folcly to the indicpendence of the
thirteen colonics.

Lord Norto agreed with Mr. Wallace, that the
object of the at which had been the wubject of dif-
cuffion, was certainly to grant independence to Ame-
rica, though the word independence, -for obvious
reafons, had Leen defignedly omirted.

Governor Joh.ylune, in order to prevent future
minions of the Crown from drawing down the recog-

pition

difarm ; fo tl
porting our \
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e from _ nition of American/independence, as precedent in

ut he fupport of an unbeun led and uncon itutional pre-

rogative of the Sovereign, moved, /that after the
words, p wers vefled by his Majefty, be added, by aét
of Parliament ; in order to fhew, that it was not by
- virtue of his preropative, but under the auchority ot
an att of Parliamenr, that his Majefty had declared
America independent. This amendment was recei-

anent
troga-

e did

ament

T(‘P‘.'n-

: pow= ved ; and the third refolution, thus amended, paffed
4 and withour oppofition.
minal, Lord Jobn Cavendifb then moved the fourth refo-
§ pOW= lution.
el Mr. Powys rofe to oppole the motiogg he won-
r royal dered that an enquiry was not inﬂitutcgl: he did not
> Inde- fay that it was a good peace; He believed there
longed were conceffions in it which ought not, and need
ince of not to have been made ; but ftill, taking the good
( and the bad together, he liked the peace, and than-
le Ba- ked the Miniftry who made it; not becaufe it was
ted by a good peace, but becaufe he had broke the confe-
ny for deracy which had nearly ruined us. He was afraid
of the that the refolutions of the Houfe would fhake the
peace ; and that this would be attended with the moft
at the difagrecable confequences; for it was poflible, nay
of dif- it was probable, that the idea would reach the Con-
» Ame- tinent, that the Parliament difapproved of the peace;
\bvious in that cafe the confederates would ftill remain ar-
med ; and while they remained armed, we could not
future difarm ; fo that we thould be ag, the expence of fup-
recog- porting our war eftablithments without a_war. ke
pition

N 2 wiil.ed
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wifhed the forcign Courts kncw that the conteft here out of {
was not about breaking the peace, but merely to niftratios

determine who fhonid be Minifier: if the queftion the grea

was {imply, whether the prefent Firlt Lord of the country
Trealury fhould remain 1n office or not, he was of fhould {1
opiniony that queftion was decided on Tucfday mor- of the c
ning, when that noble Lord got a pretty broad M. /i

hiot, that he was not popular enough to fupport a membe

an Adminiftration. ke then adverted to the coali- a ftrange
tion between Lord North and Mr. Fox, and their party, th
friends ; he faid it might be neceflary there fhould to a part
be fome alloy in the coin, but gentlemen fhould take of Mem
care how they debafed it; there were fometime laft to perfu;
fummer, fomething like a &erling principle, which nions, a
formed the bafis of Adminiftration; he fhould be after ha
forry to fce its luftre tarnifhed by a difgraceful coa- fclf to b
lition, willing |
Lord Jobn Cavendifp faid, the honourable mem- that his |
ber’s wit had outrun his judgment: he then entered had fupp
upon a defence of his friends, and an explanation. of he was a
their fyftem.  Asto the fuppofed coalition, he beg- caufe he
ged that Gentleman would recollect the ftate of af- but feel
fairs in the year 1757, when this country was torn more {0
with parties infinitely more than it had been within into tha
the laft five years, infomuch fo inceed, that there Britain.
was not an Adminiftration 1n the kingdom during fo Sir E
long a period as cight months ; at length the necef- peace, @
fity of the public affair; made men begin to forget veighed
parties ; they were brought into good humour by poffible,
long refiftance; they ‘became united at laft; and junction

out
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ot here ' out of five different partics was found an Admi-
rely to
jueftion
| ot the

was of

niftration that carried the glory of the country to
the greatelt height; and he was convinced that the |
country could not be profperous till all the Houfe
fhould fhake hands, und yuite cordially for the good
ay mor- of the community.

Mr. /i ilorakam Bostl> declared, that before he was

y broad

fupport a member of the Houfe, and while he attended as
1e coali- a ftranger in the gullery, he had feen fo much of

nd their
e thould
uld take
time laft
2, which
ould be
cful coa-

party, that he refulved, even then, never to belong
to a party, and he never had fince attended a meeting
of Members, where a word had Leen dropt tending
to perfuade gentlemen to give up their own opi:
nions, and implicitly follow the leaders of a party :
after having premiled this, he freely declared him-
fclf to be diffatisfied with the peace, though he was
willing to abide by it; but above all he mult fay,

le mem- that his heart bled for the Loyalifts, not becaufe they
n entered had fupported this party or that party; not becauvte
nation. of he was a friend to this party or that party ; but be-
. he beg- caufe he himfelf was a man, and tierefore could not
ite of af- but feel moft fenfibly for men n dittrefs ; and the

7 = v th 1. s h ) .
was torn more fo when he refle€ted that they had been brought

into that diftrefs for having been friends to Great
Britain.

Sivr Edward Ajlley was willing to abide by the
peace, and 1o vote againft the refolution: he in-
veighed againft Lord North’s adminiftration, but if
poffible, ftill more again{t thole who were forming a
junction with them.

en within
hat there
during fo
the necef-
to forget

amour by
lalt ; and
out Mr.




_began by complimenting the noble Lord, who had
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' q
Mr. Macdonald rofe, and in very ftrong and inge-
hious arguments oppofed the refolution. Bur he firft

the ratific
its advan
interefts :
But he tl
even 2 p
fhould gi

motion.

moved theie feveral refolutions.  His ftrain ot com-
pliment was fuch, that he appeared to have been,
at firlt, their advocate.  He faid, that he wondered
how the idea could have arifen, that the noble Lord

could have brought furward any motions, in which Mr. Fo
his head and ‘heart were not agreed.  Was not the thould nc
name of the noble Lord ufed proverbially for integ- but ihat

rity and ability? He® was ceraain that the noble rable Gen
Lord would never bring forward any motion but his defire
what was agreeable to his ideas, and confiftede with he could |
the honour and iuterelt of his country. This was heard far
fufficient to induce him to give the vote his hearty probably

concurrence, were it not for the following reafons : proper an
he thought that, by giving this refolution his vote, guments h
that it \would be dangerous to the real welfare of not a lictl
the country. ke thought that it would be'demon- whom he
firating to the powers of France and Spain, that ‘connexion
we were inimical to the peace; that e fhould ex- they had

cite their relentment, and roufe their preparations for find that a
another war. It was upon this principle that he for whom

confidered the motion could not have but the moft thip, fo f:
deftruétive and alarming tendency. It was convig- his noble

cing France and Spain, that we did not approve of alarm of

the peace ; and thar, confequently, on the firft occa- principle v
fion, a new war would be commenced. This idea have held’
would even be an inciiement to them of not fulfiling a lofs to c

the
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the ratification.  He confidered thar t'is peace had

nge-

firft

its advantages, if it were only th.t of dis)ining the

had interefts and combinations of the belligercnt powers,
zom- But he thought there was no poriibility of obtzining
xen, even a pcace upon other terms; and therefore he
lered fhould give his difapprobation of this part of the
Lord motion, s
rhich Mr. Fox rofe, and began with obferving that he
t the fhould not long detain the attention of tllc Houfe ;
ateg- but ihat fome points had fallen from fome honou-
woble rable Gentlemen, to which he could not longer delay
but his defire of making a reply. Yet he withed that
with he could have delayed his obfervations, until he had
. was heard farther the fenfe of the Houfe, which might
earty probably have enabled him to have given them a
fons : proper and ample difcuffion in the courfe of the ar-
vote, guments he was going to offer.  He fa'd that he was
re of not a little hurt to find that thofe Gentlemen with
mon- whom he he had been in the habus of friendfhip,
. that connexion, and fyftem, now defcrting the principles
d ex- they had formerly preferved.  He was very forry to
ns for find that an honourable Gentleman (Sir Cecil Wray)
at he for whom he ha.t the moft fincere and cordial friend-
“moft thip, fo far miflake the principle of the motion of
nvin- his noble friend, as to fec it neceflfary to found the
e of alarm of independency, and to quit that cable of
occa- principle which he thought was fufficiently ftrong to
s idea have held the Gentlemian’s confidence. He was at
liling a lofs to conceive flBm whence this behaviour of his
the honourable
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honourable friend’s could have ariten. However,
he fhouid not condemn his principle, although he
For he
was affured of the proariety of his intention, though
he might pot approve of the neceflity of his con-

mizht lament the lofs of his approbation.

.dp& in this particular.

An honourable gentleman on the oppofite fide of
the houfe (Mr. Powys) had thought proper to cenfure
a coalition of parties in a former debate.  Indeed, he
had even mentioned them in the prefent. But he
trufted that there was no room for d cenfure of a co-
alition of parties, which had only exifted from the
neceflities of that Houfe to refiftja fyftem which had
proved the deftruction of every confidencé® and inter-
et the Houfe had trufted in them. He had to
mention fome circumftances which had reflected very
wmaterially on the conduét of a noble LLord, who had
been the immediate czufe and prefervation of thofe
from whom the cenfure had originated. But he
fhould pafs over this, to confider of an accufation
which had been made on the conduct of a noble
Lord, (Lord Keppel.) It was faid, that during his
adminiftration, that the navy wasnot in a proper and
adequate fituation for the fcrvice.  How far this

was founded in jultice or neceflity, he fhould ob-
ferve, not from the actual fituation themfelves, but
from the relative fituation of thofe with whom xthey
were to encounter.  For it could by no means be a
proper mode of argument, to condemn his conduct

from
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from this thip being foul, the other being uneauip.
f 8 g jup
ped, — but from the relative fituation of the whole,

vever,
o he
‘or he to the fervice for which they were intended, He,
therefore, called upon any perfon to produce an in-
ftance, not to hazird an accufation. He wHJhcd to
know 1n what the fleet had been found deficient to
the fervice for which they were required. Tt was,
~he was affured, fo much on the contrary, that France,

hough
s con -

fide of
enfure
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But he
fa co-
m the
ch had
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in the laft year, had loft thirteen fhips in their gene-

ral quantity, and that we had encreafed feventeen in

the courfe of laft year. He was happy to have this /

opportunity of bearing teftimony of the condu& of a

gentleman who had been moft iliberally treated by

thofe who were under the greateft obligations of

gratitude to his fervices, He calls npon any one

gentleman in the Houle to contradi@ this aflertion.

It was eafy to give gencral cenfure, but as difficult to

corroboraie this general cenfure by fpecific evidence.

The honourable gentleman then proceded to obferve,

that on the prima facia ot the peace, there could not

be a doubt ot ¢he Preiiminaries and Provifional Treaty

being inaucquate to the relative fituation of this king-

per and dom with k'rance and Spain.  We had given Ameri-

far this

uld ob-

es, but

ym they

s be a

conduct
from

ca the poflcflion of our fitheries, when it was con-
fidered relatively with what we had ceded to
France, —— We had given Eaft Florida for no re-
compence.  We had given St. Lucia to France for
the reftoration of three iflands that could bear no
fort of advantage to us that was competent to the.
0 advantage

F‘\-
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advantage France would derive from the pofleffion
of St.Lucia. He then went into the confidcration
of uti poffidetis, in whichhe clearly, ingenioufly, and
with great precifion, demonftrated the difference of
the principle of the uti foffidetis and the principles
of the general reflitution. In this he drew a line,
wherein he demonftrated that the conduct of the
Miniftry had loft even the advantages of both'
the principles. Had the w/i poffidetis been obferved,
France would not have had the ceffion of the New-
foundland fithery ; nor would they have had a foot
in the Eaft Indies. On the other hand, he made the
fame applicationas a general reftitution.  He then
adverted to the conduét of the late fyftem to which
he had always adhered. And to thi;1 refle€tion he
was called upon by what had fallen from an
nourable gentleman (Mr. Powys); he had refleéte
upon his own conduct; he had reviewed not only
his condu@, but the connexion which had re-
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ulated this conduct; for he was free to own, that
he had ambition ; that he had a defire of poffefling
an office of political and public fervice. However
he might have been defirous of this fituation, he
trufted that it was not without ability and integrity to
render its pofefiion worthy of the emolument and the
confidence of the nation.  But left that he {hould not
have been able to controul the perverfity of human
nature, he had taken care to have conneted himfelf
with gentlemen of known character and probity.  He
had tuken care to have conneted himielf with men

of
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of the firfl charalter and ability, by which his tenden-
cy to error might be corrected and reftrained. It
was thus that only human nature could counteract
the cvil tendency of their warped judgments, and
prjudiced ditpofitions.  In this fituation he acknow-
ledged he had found himfelf happy in a retrofpect of
his conduét, by which he contemplated himfelf as an
adherent to a fet of men, that could even give a
fanction to inadvertency and fallability. Whatever
weaknefs was the concomitant of human nature, he
felt the conne®ion with which he had uniformly
joined a fufficient palliative. Their principles, their
cortudt, their abilities, commanded the confidence,
however they might be the fubject of complaint ia
the fyftem of imperial intereft. , But’ the fyftem of
imperial interelt could not’ fuffer but from their ne-
ceffarily leaving the fyftem which they had found
tending fo immediately to the deftrution and anni-

hilation of the ﬂabi\ity and exiftence of the con-
flitution.

1e then took notice of the obfervation which had
been made, refpecting the penfion to which the right
honourable gentleman (Sir Ed\\vard Aftley; had al-
luded. He faid, that he did not applaud the prin-
ciple of the penfion : but he muft applaud the motion
which has urged the grant. He faid, that it was
entered upon under the gencrous idea of fcrving
even thofé who were known to have been in the op-
pofite intereft to thofe by whom the penfion had been

O 2 granted
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granted., He trufted, therefore, that this could nct,
with any propriety, be w0 imputation to the condudt
of any part of the adminiiradon, of which he could
be confidered an individual., He had, then, o revert
to a part of his condu&t which “gave him the moft
heart-felt futisfaion. It was that wicrcin he and
bis friends had withdrawn themfil es from an ad-
miniftration which had neither conmmanacd their co-

ple of 1
believed
could gi
was the
away tt
made c¢
the Jeal
gentlem

[ alefzence nor their countenance, Theve was a cer- whercin
: tain peifon in the adminifiration, who was, in his na- purfued
E ture, habitudes, and principles, foreign to the general . He
b fytem on which the admimilration had been formed. \_true th:
: He was happy to fin! them follow him whom e Jug_he
h: fhould rather have followed. He could not but re- on whi
n * eeive it as a gratification to that natural tendency, intereft:
:_\ f-If complacency, which is implanted in human na- iflands,
: ture, when he faw men who had, he was affured, ef- ing{rc.
poufed the prefent connection from principle, and : /b(‘cn ic
j not from party, dropping off from the corrupt and /direte:
% withering ftery of adminiftration. It was a fatisfac- gained
! tion in him to fe that the fyltem which had been have b
; eftablithed fince the demife of his very worthy and f}dcrau
| patiiotic friend (the Marqais of Rockingham); it fitions
' convinced him that no fyftem could poflibly exilt, faireft
h but what was fupported by a fair, confifient, and people
i eftablithed vanimity.  The adminiftration was de- prema
ftroyed for want of confidence. It was folly for the pr
any gentleman 1o talk of preferving the flation of a there s
man, who had not a fupport founded on the princi- fyltem

U Plc
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1 ot ple of the real fupporters of the conftitution. He
J et :
ndud believed there was not a man in that Houfe who

v

could give his fupport to the prefert Premier. What
was the bafis of this fupport? Had he not trifled
away their intereft in every refpet? Had he not

» could

revert
« moft
he and
an ad-

made concefTions in cvery part of the globe, without
the leaft pretence to equivlllent ? The honourable
gentleman then  proceeded to give an inftance,
whercin the advantage of the war fhould have been

yeir co-
a CCre

Lis na- purfued.
aeneral » He faid, that in refpett to o.ﬂ’enﬁvc war, it was
formed. \_true that offenfive war was an object of our attention.

B¢ he thought that the principle of offenfive war
on which it had been purfued, was conirary to the
interefts df the couniry. Offenfive war on garrifons,

hom e
but re-

:ndency,

. ) .' . : ) . : - ) , 3
At 8 iflunds, and continential pofleflions, were only waft

ared, ef- ingdrc.xfmc and human nature, for they would have

ple, and béen icltored with the ret. Had offenfive war been

4P © it (R s
rupt and ~/direted aguinit fhips, then the advantages we had

fatisface gained woeuld have been retained. It would then

had been have been not in the power of any wanton and incon-
rthy and fiderate Miniftry to have given away the naval acqui-
ham) ; 1t \
bly exilt,

tent, and

fitions which we had gained. But now we had the
faireft profpect of reftoring the confidence cf the
people. It was only this which could give Rability and

wis dee premacency tothefhattered fyftem which charalterized .

folly for the prefent adminiftracion. He hoped, that now
ition of a there was a profpect of reviving and cftablifthing the
he princi- fyllem of which he had fo long been proud of con-

ple fidering
—

d
)
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h

fidering himfelf a member, there was now a cartainty,

whatever might t« the hopes, the prejudices of cer- feemed .

tain worthy Memocers, who had more attachments to tion of
men than meafures, of the prefent nugatory, (hattered debate i
fyltem, being repaired, and rendered fuffigiently gentlem
ftrong to bear the interefts of the people. Now the flood &
) fenfe of the nation was awake to conviction, they ing to ¢
) would no longer lend their affent to the deftruction argume
of their welfare. The obnoxious part of the Ad- {tability
T miniftration muft recede from the countenance of his dinary
Sovereign. He had neither the fanction of people world,
or Parliament; or, indeed, his wonted colleagues, to adhe
So that from thefe confiderations, he fat down with Provific
the greatelt affurances of his feeing the interefts of directly
the nation once more placed on the balis of that fyf- Peace,
tem, which canonly fave it from deftruction. people
Myr. Chancellor Pilt rofe as foon as Mr. Fox fat of Com
down, and made a fpecch of two hours and a half the Tre
in length, which began dully, but brightenced as it pro- verflaries
. ceeded, tll jt_burft into a blaze of genius and abi- mand, 1
: Iity, that arrelled the attention, and excited the ad- had refl
F’ mitation of every petfon in the Houle. We do parative
{i not remember to have heard in Parliament a fpeech faid, he
n*_ more comprehen(ive in its nature, more clear in its would .
i detail of facts, more forcible in its reafoning, more detail o
i juft in its conclulions, or more pointed and powerful authorit
in jts ridiculg.  Mr. Pitt began by obferving, that great as
the ill confequences of the vote on Tuelday morn- was that
ing, which he had then deprecated and foretold, of the c
fcemed had atte
know.
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feemed at laft to have made its way to the convic-
tion of all, who had fpoken in the courfe of the
debate in favour of the motion, every honourable’
gentleman having particularly defired to be usder-
ftood as not being adverfe to the peace, but as wifh-

ainty,

cer-
its to
tered
ently
v the

they ing to confirm it, and by no means intending by his

Ction argument or his vote of Tuelday laft, to weaken its
Ad- ftability. It was, Mr. Pitt faid, rather an cxtraorf’“
f his dinary means of endecavouring to convince the
'ople world, that gentlemen were determined inviolably
rues, to adhere to the articles of the Preliminary and
with Provifional Treaties, for them to move a queflion
ts of direttly cenfuring Minifters for having made the
fyf- Peace, and notifying to the public, as well the
people at home as foreign powers, that the Houfe
fat of Commons were of opinion, that the Terms of
half the Treaties were inadequate, and fuch as the ad-
oro- verfaries of Great-Britain were not warranted to de-
abi- mand, nor the Minifters to grant: As Mr. Fox
ad- had refled the merits of the queltion on the com-
do parative_{lrength of the two countries, Mr. Pitt
ech faid, he would allow tige iffuc to be a fair one, and ,
its would join it.  He then went into a moft claborate
ore detail of the flate of our navy, denying that the
ful authority of the late Fitlt Lord of the Admiralty,
hat great as it was, and as it confefledly ought to be,
- was that which he would fubmit to as the criterion
id, of the caufe in iffue. e fuid, that high authority
ed had atted in a manner which the Houfe ought to

know. When called upon to ftate the French
4 navy

o5
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navy, with a view to Negotiation for Pcace, it had
fo happened, that he had generally magnificd their
number of fhips and their ftrength; when defired
to give the flate of their marine, in order to guide
and dirett others in their plans of war, he had
then confidered their navy in another light, and re-
duced their number confiderably. After this Mr.
Pitt went into a delcription of the dilpnfition of the
marine of thec Houle of Bourbon. He faid, they
bad 6o fail of the linc in the Bay of Cadiz, and
feveral at Breft, and from their knowy intentions,
previous to the peace, it was not to be doubted, that
they would prove fuperior in maritime (?cngth to
us in the Welt Indies, fuperior in the EAt Indics,
and, allowing for the fhips the Dutch could fend
out, fuperior to us attome. Having argued for
fome time upon the ftate of our navy, compared to
that of our enemies, he took a view of our military®
forcey which he confidered as equally inapplicabie
to the various fervices, had the war contimued, cir-
cumflantially accounting for his holding fuch an
opinion. He next adverted to our finances, and

.defcribed them as being Y2 ftate equally melan-
‘ cholly and comfortlefs, Hd'T .d a good deal on
the various particulars of each fubject that he
touched ; and having contended, that though our
enemies might be in as exhaufted a fituation as our-
felves, that Minifters were bound in duty and in
jullice to their country to att upon the necellities

of Great Brituin, rather than on thofe of other na-
tions i
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tions; he proceeded to advert to the other topics
dwclt upon by Mr. Fox. He urged the ablurdity
of voting on Monday laft an amendment to the ad-
drefs that had been moved on the ground, that the
Houfe had not had time to confider the trgaties,
and then at three days diftance moving a refoltition
of cenfure upon the fame treaties, without farther
information, or a moment’s difcuffion of the fubjeét.
He put this very ftrongly, “and then took notice
that one half of Mr. Fox's [peech had turned upon
the beft mode of forming an adminiftration, and
upon excufes for having formed an alliance and a
junétion with a noble Lord, to reprobate and re-
vile whom, in the groffelt and molt perfonal man-
ner, had been the conftant pra€tice of the honour-
able gentleman for the paft feven years. He hailed
their new friendfhip with calling it, the immortales et
Jempiterne amicitie. He faid, it had been afked if
fedullion would be attempted on the wedding-day?
The marriage, he declared, he hoped was not yet
folemnized, and if o, he begged leave to forbid the
bands. It was evident, he faid, that the queftion of
the day, however plaulibly argued by the noble
l.ord who had moved it, and by the other gentle-
men who had fupported it 1, argumpent, was moved
rather for the purpofe of 'removing the Earl of
‘Shelburne from his fituation, than from any' real
‘belief that Minilters deferved cenfure for the con-
ceflions they had made, conceffions which from the
falts he had flated, were obvioufly the refult of ab-

P ~ {folute
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folute necefficy, and were imputable to the noble
Lord in the Blue Ribband, ftither than to any othe:
perfon. Thit noble Lord's lavifiment of the public
money, his weak and mif hievous projetis, his ill-
condu@t and ill-dire€ted applicdtions of the nationa)
ﬂrc’f’xgth, both military and maritime, with his total
want of vigour, of wifdpm, and of forefight, hav-
ing induced all that ‘preffire of calamity and of
misfortine, which had weighed down the country,
and ‘forced his Majefty’s Mitfifters into the meceffity
of ‘ptachafing peace ‘at any price. I the removal
of the Tarl of Shelburne could be effe@ed inno-
cently, and without ertailing ‘on the country all the
milchiefs that the prefent motion would induce,

great ‘as the tioble Earl’s zesl for the fervice of his

coufitry was, powerfal as were his abilities, and
earncft as his endcavours had been to refcue Great
Britain from the verge of the précipice on which
fhe ftood, he was perfuadéd he would reétite firm in

the difr‘nty of his own mind, confcious 6f his hav-
ing ‘effentially contributed 'to the eafe 'dnd hap-
pin'cl’s “of this kingdom, and to the ;irorperity
of her At and dearelt irterelts. ~For his
spart, free he was to ¢onféfs, ‘that high ‘fitua-
tion and” power wefe the objé&s of his honeft ambi-

tion, and Gbjects which He &It Ho fhame ‘it faying,

‘he defited to pollels, when they ¢otild 'be’ falrly and
]Jonourably acqiiired ; 'he 'Mobld fetire ‘ot difap-
pom'ted but triumphant; triumphirt ‘in 'the con-

‘viltion, ‘(hat Tiis talents, hunible ‘as they wete, had
been
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been camcfily and zealoufly employed in promoting
the welfare of his country, and that however he
might {tand clargeable with error of judgment,
not ing could be imputed to him that bore the

{malleft complexion of an interelled, a corrupt, ora,

dithoneft mtention. Nor would he, fhould'he go
out of office immediately, follow the noble Earl now
at the hcad of his Mgjefty’s Councils (as the felfe
crcated and fclf-appointed fuccellors of the prefent
adminiftration had with & mucl confidence afferted
was likely to be the cale) retire to that fortrefs,
which the Honourable Gentleman had fome months
ago faid, would be a fafe retreat for thole who would
find themfelves duped by the noble Earl to whom
he had alluded. He would march out with no war-
likc,‘nc hoftiie idea, but hoping that the fucceffors
of the prtfuu Miniftry would bring with them into
. office thole prmcxplc; which they formerly held, but
which they had forfaken while in oppolition ; hop-
ing likewile, that they would fervg their copntry
with as much zeal, and as much folid a\dvantago;, as
he trufted it would one day be feen, and ‘acknow-
ledged, the Earl of Shelburne and his colleagues had
done, he would promlfe zhem bcforc hand, his um-
form and fubﬁantxa} fupport on e,verx occaﬁon, w)?en;
he could opnﬁﬂcntly and confé:ncntxouﬂy lend them
his affiftance. Mr. Pitt took a vaft range of fcrwu§
argument, fcvcrc rctoyt and pomted ridicule in the
courfe of his quecb declanng in his xordlum, thlt
he appealcd to the. fobnety and good {enfe of the

" Pa Houle:
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Houfe, and ending his {peech with hoping, that the

fubje&t.

vote of that evening would refcue his country from to make
the diftrattion and diftrels into which fhe was once to remin
more going to be plinged by the prevalence of cither t}
party. ever bec
Sir Cecil Wray rofe again to explain. Sir Cecil ready to
declared he had meant in his former fpeech to throw he was |
no blame on great men fecking conneftions with or punil
others of great ability and weight in the country, fad, if
but merely to fay, he never would fupport an ad- could nc
miniftration formed of a junflion of men, in whole it could
principles he had the fulleft confidence, and any caule fo
part of that adminiftration which had nearly ruined to pled,
the country. The nable Lord in the blue ribbind would p
had ever been the high afferter of regal prerogative, for any
and the influence of the Crown. He, therefore, as regard t
an honeft man, could never a& with that noble * tlked of
Lord, and as his honourable friend and colleague Lord w
had once before formed an alliance in adminiftration, himfelf (
by which he had burnt his fingers, he cautioned him tuated b
to take care how he proceeded, and not to burn his intereflte
fingers again. ' years p:
- Lord North faid, he had been fo peculiarly al- tics, yet
luded to, in the courfe of the debate, and fo much to believ
haaibecn faid, that he was bound in duty to himfelf violent i
and to his connefions, to take fome notice of what then car
had pafled. A great deal, he obferved, had been of natio
thrown out on the idea of his having efcaped cenfure an idea,
and punifhment, and on that great lenity of thofe cious.
who had tcftified a fpirit of forbearance ypon that Lordfhij

fubject,
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fubje@. For that lenity he was undoubtedly bound
to make his acknowledgments, but he begged leave
to remind the Houfe, that he had naver abaddoned
cither this charaQler or his connefions, that he had
ever been ready to meet enquiry, that he was yet
ready to do it, and conlcious of his own innocency,
he was bold enough to fay, he defied either cenlure
or punifhment. He fhould be extremely forry, he
faid, if one honeft man had jult reafon to fay, he
could not a€t with lnm, and if there exifted, and
it could be made out, that there was any real
caule for fuch a declaration, he was ready them
to pledge himfelf to the Houfe, that he never
would put himfelf in a fituation to make it neceflary
for any man fo feeling to a& with him. With
regard to the coalition that had been fo much
#ilked of that day, and on Monday laft, the noble
Lord who made the motion, had ever fhewn
himfelf fo upright a charater, a man (o clearly ac-
tuated by public motives of the purell and molt dil-
interefted kind, that however they might for fome
years palt have had the misfortune to differ in poli-
tics, yet he had never once had the fmalleflt occafion
to believe, that the noble Lord, even when hewas mofl
violent in the oppofition to fuch mealures, as he was
then carrying on in what he thought the beft grounds
of national policy, was impelled to oppole but from
an idea, that thofe meafures were unwife and injudi-
cious. There were times and circumflances, his
Lordfhip faid, when honelt men, convinced of the

integrity
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integrity of each others intentions, however much
they might have differed as to the mcans of carrying
thole intentions into praftice, might fairly meet, and
each abating fomewhat of the violence of their - wn
abflinacy, might form a junttion on principles nerther
difhonourable to themfclves, nor difadvantageous ta
their country.  When a charatter fo univerfally al-
lowed to be difintercfled in an eminent degree, as
that of the noble Lord’s, and whole public motives
were fo good, did him the honpur to offer him his
friend(hip, be thought himfclf happy to receive that
honour with cordiality, to embrace the noble Lord
with fincerity, and to rejoice at a circumftance of fo
grateful a nature. The noble Lord's public enmity
to him was, he thanked God, at an end, and he
trufted that thetr friendfhip would not be attended
with any confequences at all likely to injure thewg
country. With regard to the other Honourable
Gentleman, who had allo been much adverted to,
on the fame grounds of realoning, he made na
foruple to fay, thatin the beat and warmth of oppe-
fiton, when, as the Honourable Gentleman over the
way had exprefledit, he had been villified and grofsly
reprobated, that Honourable ' Geptleman had un-
doubtedly run him bard, and (ometimes treated him
feverely ; but however his conduék might have been
acculable on the fcore of want of wildom, he trufted
it had never merited cenfure, much lefs punithment,
on the groond of want of zeal to promote what he
conceived to be the true nterells of his country, or
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want of integrity. In the early part of that Honour-
able Gentleman’s poliucal life, when he had the
happine(s to have him for a fricnd, he had always
found him open, manly, fair, and honeft; as an
enemy hé¢ had found him formidable ; and formi-
dable a perfon of his great abilities ever muft be
found by whatever Mmiiter he alted againft. The
» 34 Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft had (aid, he
Hvea had been ah afferter of the regal prerogative. He
 bus defired to know in what ? He never had pufhed the
that royal prerogative one inch beyond the limits defined
ord and preleribed by law, and however loud the clamour
¢ .fo might at one time.have been raifed againft him, as a
By perfon defirous of ruling by the influence of the
| he Crown, it had already been found that the change
xde-d was untrue.  Whatever opinions might be formed of
‘hew the principles of the coalition that had been f much
able ‘tatked of, “the noble Lord and the honourable gentle-
} to, man knew him too well, either to require or to expett
that he would have facrificed any one of his public
PPa- principles, or done any thing to purchafe their friend-
' fhip, (much as it was to be defired, when it was ob-
tained on juft and honourable grounds) at all incon-
fiftént ‘with his chara@er. ‘After ftating this very
fully, his Lordlhip réminded the Houfe, that in
Mdnday's debate, he had alked if Congrefs, unable
to raife a farthing to-carry on a war in the heart of
their country, were fo determined not to grant the
‘Loyalifts what the Minilters ought to have infifted
upon in 'their behalf, that they would rather have
e oot {uffered
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fuffered a continuance of the war? He had, he faid, turne
fince had more opportunity to enquire into the fatt, eoun|
.and found it to be firi@tly as he had ftated. In molt tions
of the States they refufed to pay the tax levied by “him,
Congrels for the fervice of the war. In Rhode- thund
Ifland they role forcibly on the officers that came to thund
colleét it, and drove them away ; and in the Malla- cence
chufetts the tax was difcounted in the Province, and, to acc
confequently, the produce never carried to the public oppoli
fervice.  His Lordfhip delcanted on thefe falts, and abifiti
built feveral flrong arguments upon them, to fhew they n
that Minifters, had they ftood it out firmly, might Mr
have obtained more favourable terms from the United oppoli
States. He alfo mentioned the Freaty of Utrecht as direCt
falling fhort of the diladvantages of the prefent Peace, Mr,
but contended, that he fhould not depart from his remov;
former declarations, in voting‘for the motion then that ha
under confideration. That the carrying of it fhould then }
be the caufe of driving the Honourable Gentleman "troops
over the way from office, did not appear to him, by after {¢
any means, a neeeflary confequence. The noble have &
Lord who made it, had promifed to adjourn the con- Indies
fideration of it, if his Majeflty’s Minifters would fay, wanted
they thought the produ€tion of papers to give farther purfuec
light to the fubje€t neceffary, and would produce forge d
them on any future day, Speaking of the recogni- not ha
tion of the Indepenteace of America, his Lordihip ofteps L
faid, he would long ago have confented uncondition- and he
ally to grant it, had he dreamt that the referve of were n
convey

the grant could bave been made fo little ule of, or
. ' turned




( 113 )

turned in fo {mall a degree to the advantage of the
eountry. Recurring again  to the perfonal infinua-
tions and charges that had been thrown out again(t
“him, he faid, his being able to ftand up againft the
thunder of Mr. Pitt’s eloquence ; and braving fuch
thunder was at lcaft fome prefumption of his inno-
cence ; and while his heart told him he had nothing
to accufe himfelf with, he fhould undoubtedly boldly
oppole himfelf to the accufations of others, be their
abilities, their eloquence, and their charafter what
they might.

Mr. Secretary Townfhend made a fhort fpeech in
oppolition to the motion, which he confidered as a
direCt and [evere cenfure of Minifters.

Mr. Fex role to explain fomething relative to the
removal of the army from New-York, declaring,
that had he done his duty when in office, he fhould
then have written to the German Prince, whofe

“troops were in that garrifon, upon the fubje&, and
after fettling that they might be {o difpofed of, fhould
have ient out orders for their removal to the Well-
Indies; but underftanding that fome would
wanted for Halifax and Nova Scotia, he had not
purfued thofe meafures, becaufe he thought them in
forge degree unnecefiary. His fuccefiors, however, .
not having the fame reafons for declining to take the

«fteps he had mentloned, fhould have taken them,
and he had it from the higheft authority, that there
were tranfports ready to take them on board, and
convey them to thc Weft Indies.

Q M.
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Mr. Secretary Town/hend rofe again, to declare,
that let the authority be ever fo high, the fat was
otherwife. He ftated that he had written over to
the Prince of Hefle and the Marquis of Branden-
burg to fettle, that their troops in our fervice
might be moved from the continent of America to
the Weft-Indies, where they would have been long
fince conveyed, but that Sir Guy Carleton had
written home word, that were there not other
infuperable reafons againft their removal from New
York, there were no tranfports to embark them in.

Mr. 7. Pitt faid, he never rofe with more plea-
furc than to give his vote againft the motion, and
he would juft trouble the Houfe with the relation
of a ftory which he thought applicable to the pre-
fent condyét of a noble perfon.

There was a Barbarian, he faid, who cut and
mangled an intimate friend of his, and fuppofed
he had killed him; pleafed with the thought of
what he had done, he went to the fealt where
his friend thould have been, and enjoyed himfelf.
The wounded perfon crawled to the entertainment,
and his wounds were drefied, but fuch was the
rar.cour of the Barbarian, that in the night he went
up ftairs and tore off the plaifters from the fores,
and thereby expofed the wounds afrefh,

Mr. David Hartley fpoke for fome time, but the
Houfe was exceedingly impatient for the queftion ;
howeyer, the honourable gentleman inlifted dliag
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the peace was inadequate to the fituation of the
country.

Mr. Chancellor Pitt reminded the hanourable
gentleman, that he ?\ad, on the firft day of the Pre-
liminaries being laid before the Houle, faid, the
Peace was the falvation of this country. The
Chancellor then proceeded to viniicate Lord Shel-
burne, and faid, if the removing th:t noble Iord
would be a public good, however he fhould regrec
the lofs of a man, whofe abilities and conduét he
admired, he fhould be happy to think the country
had benefited, and although power, emolument,
and office, were pleafling things to him, he would
give his abilities out of office to any good meafure
that any other Miniitry might propofe.

Mr. George Onflow rofe, and vindicated Lord
North. An honourable gentleman, he faid, had
called bim a Barbarian ; fuch language he thought
quite unparliamentary, and if Lord North was the
tritor to his country, which fome men would in-
dicate, why was he never impeached, dragged forth,
and punifhed ?

Mr. Martin and W. Wilmot both fpoke againit
the motion.

Mr. Hillrofe, and kept the Houfe in a continual
roar of laughter during the fhort time he fpoke :
he affured the Speaker, he would not detain the
Houfe mere than five minutes, nor would he fpeak,
as fome others did, for five hours ; for it was plain,
let who would fpeak, they were the Berers, and

the
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the right honourable gentleman, from his fitvation,

ex officio, was the Bore, what to make of the new '

coalition, he knew not ; it appeared to him to be
one of thofe ftrange mixturesof an acid and an al-
kali, which, in a chymical preparation, generally
produce a meatral; in fa&, he faid, it was like
Herod and Pontius Pilate mixing together, there-
fore having fo bad an opinion of the two defcrip-
tions of men that oppofed this Peace, he fhould
vote againft the motion.

It now being paft three o'clock, the members
were fo impatient for the queftion, that the Houfe
was in a continual uproar. After it had fubfided,
the Speaker put the queltion :

¢ That the Conceflions made to the Adver{a-
“ fes of Great Britain, by the faid Provifional
« Treaty and Prelimmary Arucles, are greater
¢ than they were entitied to, either from the ac-
¢ tual firuation of their refpective pofieffions, or
** from their comparative ftrength.”

The Houfe divided about half paft three o'clock,
when the numbers were,

Ayes - 207
Noes —_ 190

Majority for cenfuring the Terms of Peace 17
Lord Fohn Cavendifh then withdrew the motion

relative to the Loyalills, as it was contained, he

aid, in the body of the Addrefs already prefented
to his Majclty, ’

T
Provific
tion abo
the Cler

The E
unnecef]
thips tim
priety of
of Than

having o
the Houl
load of t
nels of c
feétion b
United S
mote the

Europe.
the (ame,



D E B A T E

IN THE

HOUSE or LORDS

ON THE

ARTICLES or t™ae PEACE.

Monday, February 17, 1783.

[\HE Houfe proceeded to take the Articles
T of Peace with France and Spaifft, and the
Provifional Articles with Ametica, into confidera-
tion about four o’clock. The papers were read by
the Clerk at the table ; after which

The Earl of Pembroke rofe, and trufted that it was
unneceflary for him to take up anyof their Lord-
fhips time in labouring to convince of the pro-
priety of approaching the Throne with an Addrefs
of Thanks on the happy occafion of his Majefty
having ordered the Articles of Peace to be laid before
the Houle. Peace would relieve the kingdom from a
load of taxes ; revive the old, and open new chan-
nels of commerce ; reftore harmony and mutual af-
fe€tion between the fubje@s of Great-Britain and the
United States of Amerita; and contribute to pro-
mote the happinefs, and eftablith the tranquility of
Europe. He moved for an Addrefs to the King;
the fame, literally, as that in the Houfe of Commons.

*A . The
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The Marquis of Carmarthen feconded this motion.
The nation, he faid, wifhed for peace, and he con-
gratulated them on its happy accomplifhiment —
The confederacy that had been formed againit
England was diffolved. The nation was ecafed of
an intolerable and encreafing load of taxes. Trade
would revive, and Great-Britain, purfuing the
plans of wifdom, moderation, and peace, would
flill be one of the firlt powers of Europe.

The Earl of Carlifle faid, that he wifhed for peace,
as ardently as any man in this kingdom, and he
would go great lengths to obtain it. The peace now
made by virtue of the King's prerogative he confi-
dered as facred and binding on the Empire, buthe

thought the conditions injurious to the interefts, and
derogatory to the honour of Great-Britain. It was
~ contrary to natural juftice and humanity to facrifice
to the cruel and inveterate malice of their encmies,
men who had perfcvercd, in the midft of the greateft
perils and dangers, in their loyalty to Britain:
men who had left their families, given up their for-
tunes, and rifqued their lives in the fervice of Go-
vernment.  So great a violation of public faith; fo
fhameful a de eliétion of his Majefty’s moft faithful
and approved fubjefls, was a fpecies of policy as
unwife as it was pufillanimous ; it dilcouraged all
petfeverance in loyalty in the day of trial and temp-
tation, and encouraged a gencral {pirit of revolt and
infurreétion. Protetion and allegiance were mutual,
No confideration of policy, if a difregard to good

faith and eminent delerts niight be called by that
it : name,
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name, could juflify a defertion of the" American
Loyalifts. The condu&t of his Majefty’s Minifters
had not only been unjuft and ungenerous towards
thefe men, and elpecially to thofe who had borne
arms in the defence of Government, but in manifold
inftances impolitic and improvident. He confidered
this as an attion of fuch atrocious turpitude, that
we fhould’be damned in this woild and in that
which was to come, in his opinion, and in the opi-
nion of the world. The Minifters had, through
ipaccuracy, or egregious folly, drawn fuch a line of
boundary between America and Great-Britain, as
delivered Canada and Nova Scotia, fettered, into
the hands of the American Congrefs. The forts, the
paffes, the carrying places, the fittell trats for the
fur trade; all, all that was valuable was delivered
up to our encmies. True we were to enjoy a free
navigation on the river Mifliflippi. This indulgence
we were to have by the Treaty. But how were we
to have it? By what tenure were we to hold it?
The line that bounded our territory carried us far
wide of the Milliflippi ; and it was only by the con-
nivance of the Americans that we could either navi-
gate the Lakes, or that the Miflifippi could be of
any ufe to us. . Nor was it only the Loyalills that we
had abandoned. The five Indian nations, our allies;
the Cherokees too, as well as the five nations; all
thefe would henceforth lie at the mercy ot Congrefs,
and regret the confidence they had placed 4t what
they fondly imagined, as they were taught to belicie,
was the greatelt nation under the fun, The fitua-
*A 2, tion
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tion of Britain did not demand fuch exorbitant con-
ceflions. Her power was coming forward into full
exertion, and our fleet, the glory and the bulwark
of the nation, was rifing, by a quick advancement,
to decided fuperiority over the united fquadrons
of France and Spain. Was it fo recently, after the
glorious atchievements of a noble Lord, whom he
had in his eye, in the Welt-Indies, and of Sir Ed-
ward Hughes in the Eaft? Was it after the un-
parallelled defence of Gibraltar, and the glorious re-
lief of that fortrefs by Lord Howe, that Great-Britdu
ought to record her own infamy by applauding an
unfafe, a lofing, a difhonourable peace? At a time
goo when France and Spain were exhaufted ; when
Europe was threatened with other difturbances;
‘when our minds were animated, and when there
was every profpeft of fuccels, was it imagined that
fuch conceflions would have been made? Was it
not enough that Minifters had ceded the territories,'
and abandoned the fubje&s of the Crown of Britain
to their enemies ? Mufl they be praifed for fuch
infamous tranfactions ? He trufied that their 1 ord-
fhips would never ftain their Lonour by approving
an a&t that abandoned thofe whom we were bound
in honour to protef}, and which ceded with pre-
cipitation, over and above all that Thirteen Pra-
vinces poffefled, a terrifory, in extent, three times
as great as the three Britifh kingdoms. His Lord-
thip moved an amendment; and the mction, with
that amendment, run thus:
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“ To return our thanks to his Majefty for the
communication of the Preliminary Articles of Peace,
and for having put a ftop to the calamities of war,
by a peace, which being concluded, we muft con-
fider as binding, and not to be infringed without a
violation of the mational faith.

“ To affure his Majefly, that we feel, in the
ftrongeft manner, the obligation of affording every
relief that can alleviate the diftrefles of thofe deferv-
ing fubje@ls, who have expofed their lives and
fortunes for the fupport of Great-Britain: and, at
the fame time, we cannot hcip lamenting the ne-
ceflity which bids us fubfcribe to articles, which,
confidering the relative fituation of the belligerent
powers, we mult regard as inadequate to our juft
expeflations, and derogatory to the honour and
dignity of Great-Britain,”

The Earl of Coventry thought peace always a
blefling : it was before their Lordfhips to conlider,
whether that which bad been eoncluded between the
belligerent powers was fuch as the nation was en-
titled to, confidering their reflources to carry on the
war, and all other circumftances relative thereto.
For his own part, he thought the peace was as good
a one as this country bad a right to expeéft, and
could not therefore but approve of it. The advan.
tages arifing would be numerqus, of great mag-
nitude, and {oon experienced. |1 he man of landed
property had no more taxes fo apprehend; his
purthen, indecd, was at prefent great enough ; the

peace
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peace would releafe him from every apprehenfion
of an encreafe. Tholc who had property in the
funds would find their profits encreafe, and their
fccurity bettered ; two circuniftances of the moft
agreeable nature. His Lordthip, after a few words,
declared himfelf a fiiend to the motion before the
Houfe, as oniginally made.

Lord Walfin; ham faid he was, in a great meafure,
anticipated by what had fallen from a noble Earl,
(Lord Carlifle) who had very ably commented up-
on the boundaries prefcribed to the American terri-
tories. He quellioned the right of the Crown to
difmember the empire without the confent of Par-
hiament ; of territories not acquired by conqueft
during the war; arraigned the cruelty and injuftice
of abandoning the Loyaliiis, and our Indian alkes ;
not lefs than twenty-five Indian nations, our allies
.and friends, were given up. He particularly ftated
‘the obligations we were under, by various treaties
folemnly made, to protett the Indian nations, and
he enumerated the treaties which had been made
from time to time. The immenfk traét of land
given up, not lefs than 5000 fquare miles, which,
in his mind, the Crown could not alicnate by pre-
rogative, was at the fame time the moft valuable to
this country of any that we could pollefs in Canada ;
and from which we had drawn all our furs. I akes
George and Champlain were totally given up: Al
the entrances into Canada were in the hands of the
Americans : All the forts which had coft this nation
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fo immenfe a fum in building : All the pafles of the
Lakes : All the carrying places—nay, St. Laurence
itlelf was, in one place, under the difguile of another
name, given up to the Americans.

It is not in our power to follow the noble Lord
in the delineations which he laid down of the geo-
graphy of Canada, and the Lake: But he pointed
out minutely every advantage loft by the bounda-
ries, and ftated that that which was called regula-
tion of boundaries, was in fact a ceflion of Canada.
He went into a long and particular examination of
the boundaries agreed on for Canada, which were
fo defettive and erroneous as to dellroy all the value
of the province. He touche.’ on the other particu-
lars of the three treaties, and objetted to them fc-
verally. On the whole, he approved of the amend-
ment {uggelted by the noble Earl, and thought it
the only thing to which the Houle could agree.

‘Lord Hawke did not think that the peace, by any
means, deflerved thofe epithets that had been applied
to it by the noble Lord who propofed the amend-
ment. He though: it was as good a peace s we had
any reafon to expect, confidcring the hoft of foes that
affailed us. The Loyalifts, his Lord(hip contended,
had not been abandoned. Congrels had cngaged to
recommend their caufe to the affemnblies of the diffe-
rent Provinces, He was aware that the word recom-
mend appeared feeble and inefficacious to thofe who
were zealous friends to the Loyalilts. He did nos
with that the Loyalifts fhould be abandoned ; and

he
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he affirmed, that all that could be done for them, in _

the treaty, had been done. For what could Con-
grels do but recommend the Loyalifts ? Congrefs pof-
fcffed, indeed, the executive, but not the legiflative
power, and a recommendation of the Loyalifts was
all that was in their power. The Crown of Britain
fpoke, in the ftile of recommendation, to Parlia-
ment. The language it ufed was not ftronger.
Congrefs, in like manner, recommended the caufe
of the Loyalifts; that is, they reccommended, they
urged if with authority ‘and earnefinefs, and he
hoped they would recommend it with effe€t. He
inf(ifted jupon the powerful combination that had
been formed againlt England. He admired the
condu& and valour of thofe military and naval
heroes, who, in the courfe of this laft campaign,
had done much honour to Britain. Their
and bravery were not loft to their country.
enabled her to ftand on good ground, and to
mand good terms. The proper time for m
peace was the time of vi@ory. Could any of their
Lordthips promife with certainty, that next cam-
paigt would be more fuccelsful than the laft? Here
he painted the force that was oppofed to Great-
Britain in Europe, in America, in the Weft-Indies,
and in the Eaft. On the ftorm that was gathering
%"in the Eaft, he dwelt at length, and with the greateft
pathos. The (fun, faid his Lordfhip, that illumi-
nated for a fhort time your Eaftern hemifphere is
obfcured by clouds, and no longer darts thofe en-
livening
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livening rays, which had almolt reltored us to our
original vigour. From the whole complexion of
things, a peace was wanted, and fuch a peace as
we had procured was all that we could expett.

Lord Vifcount Dudley declared the peace to be, in
his mind, totally inadequate to our expeflations,
pretenfions, and of which he could not by any
means approve.

The Duke of Clandos thought the contrary. Our
condition was fuch as demanded an immediate
peace; and on a review of every particular, it
would be found to be more than equal to what we
had a right to expect.

Lord Vifcount Townfhend was very pointed in his
remarks upon the condutt of Adminiftration, who
had difgraced this country beyond all former in-
ftances. To defert men who had conftantly adhered
to loyalty and attachment, was a circumftance of
fuch cruelty as had never before been heard of.
What was to become of the poor American Officers
too, thofe who had drawn the fword in defence of
this country ? They were delerted likewife, and
left to feek their fortuncs any where out of Englith
prote€tion. The poor Loyalifts fhould have had
fome trat of land affigned to them, where they'wnight
have lived free from oppreflion, wanton cruelty
and refentment. His Lordthip feverely cenfured
the boundaries as defcribed in the Preliminary Ar-
ticles, and imagined, that as the Ameticans had taken
fuch care te fecure what they had negociated for,

*B they



(10 )
they would in the end take all Canada into their
hands. They had evidently been too cunning for
us in their negociation. Why could not fome man
from Canada, or refpetable Canadian Merchant,
who had been well acquainted with the country,
have been thought of for the bufinefs,. which Mr.
Ofwald had been [ent to negociate ?  Dr. Franklyn,
Mr. Jay, and Mr. Laurens had been an over-match
for him ; he either did not know, or appeared ig-
norant, how the country lay, that he had been grant-
ing away, as the bargain which he had made clearly
indicated.—The Articles with France were full as
exceptionable as thofe with America. The admiffion
of that nation to a participation of the Newfoundland
filhery, was a piece of the moft dreadful policy
and conceffion that ever difgraced a negociation.
The very thing which reared us fo many fine feamen,
was to be divided with that nation which was our
natural enemy, and at all times inclined to difpute
the fovereignty of the ocean with us. In thé Eaft-
Indies the advantages allowed thein were almoll as
great. They were to be at liberty to make a ditch
round Chandenagor, for the purpofe of draining it,
This might be an innocent thing enough ; but fup-
pole it was converted into a regular fortification and
had ramparts ; were thefe things beneath the con-
fideration of Minifters? Such an inftance had oc-
curred before ; and the Eaft-India Company did,
without ceremony, fill up the ditch; but now it
was allotted by treaty, and the French would, no

doubt,
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doubt, take the advantage of it. ~But flill a more
éxtraordinary thing than this was, the engagemen
entered into on the part of Great Britain, to pro-
cure a dependency 1ound Povdicherry, which muft
of courfe be taken by force of arms; fome Nabob
perhaps muft fubmit to their being wrefted from
him. '
The Articles with Spain came next under his
Lordfhip’s confidcration. It was neceffary to cede
them fomething, and they had got Minorca.

?s his Lordfhip was not forry for. He once
e

mbled for the fate off Gibraltar. He was afraid
that important garrifon was to have been the facri-
fice.  Whatever might be thought of Gibraltar,
he held it in the highelt eltimation. Some people
reckoned the value of things by pounds, fhillings,
and pence, and others by different methods of com-
putation. Gibraltar ou to be for ever retained
in the pofleflion of this country ; it interfe@ed the
two great ports of refitment of France and Spain,
and on that account was invaluable. But why we
had granted Spain the pofleflion of Florida he
could mnot comprehend. —It would be a moft fevere
check on us.—He could have no idea of the mean-
ing of the navigation of Mifliffippi when we had
not a foot of tract.—His Lordfhip concluded by
exprefling his fatisfaétion of the amendment pro-
pofed by the noble Lord near him, whofe fenti-
ments on the occafion had done him the greateft
honour, and would accompany his name to pofte-
*B 2 rity,
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rity, with every teflimony of refpet and adinira-
tion.
The Duke of Grafion was in hopes that the mo-
tion firft brought before the Houfe would have
paffed without thofe comments which had been
made by noble Lords, who had already fpoke in
the debate; he thought the Addrels might have
been carried with that unanimity which marked
their Lordfhips proceedings at the beginning of
the feflion. He wilhed that it might not be op-
poled from any faCiious motives, or by that kind

of converfation which is exprellive of general dif-
fatisfation upon all fubjeéts alike. It would
have a ftrange appearance abroad, that divifions
fthould happen where unanimity only ought to
predominate.  With relpet to the peace, all
circumltances conflidered, it was as favourable a
one in behalf of this country, as fhe had any right
to expe&t. It had not been concluded without
firk being duly confidered, and every circum-
flagice maturcly weighed. Thole who withed a
continuance of the war, fhould confider how fuffy-
cient refources were to be found for the purpofe
of carrying it on. Thele there would be great
difficulty in finding; the nation had been greatly
exhaufted, and it became neceffary to conclude a
peace upon the belt terms that could be procured,
and Minifters had fucceeded beyond his expetta-
tions in their endcavours. Was not it time to
make a peace when our fleets in the Weft Indics,
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though fuperior for three months paflt to that of
the French, could not recover even one of our loft
pofleflions. Adcording to fome late and authentic
advices, 1t was well known that there were In Cadiz
Bay fixty fail of the line, ready for an expedition to
the Weft Indies, a little time previous to the con-
clufion of the peace.. Thele fhips were to be joined
by others from the klavannah with troops on board.
There were likewile feventeen thoufand troops in'
the ifland of St. Dominga ready for embarkation
agamft Jamaica, and which was intended fhortly to
have taken place. It was then for noble Lord to
confider what our inducement could be to carry
on the war another year, and at the expiration of
that time, how much our (fituation would be im-
proved by it. From the circumftances he had
mentioned, the temptation was not very great.
The fleet in the Welt In'ies would not have been
equal to that which was deftined for that quarter
of the world ; and it was fo much confined to fi-
tuation, that the inftant it fell to leeward, Antigua
mult have fallen.
His Grace was a warm advocate for the peace,
and concluded by giving his affent to the motion.
Lord - Vifcount Keppel followed the Duke of
Grafton. His Lord/hip began by obferving, that
in a late fituation, which, he faid, he unworthily
filled, he had made it his particular ftudy and
care to put the navy of this country upon the
malt refpectable footing. He thought the noble
D uke
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Duke had exaggerated the account of the Spanith
navy ; it might indeed be numerous, but many of
their fhips were foul. According to fomne accounts
that his Lordfhip had lately received, two or three
were careening at the Havannah, and feveral very
much out of condition in other places. The
French had ftill more bad fhips than Spain ; their
navies amounted together to about one hundred
and twenty-three fhips of the line, that of England
to about one hundred and nine,  What the noble
Duke had faid about the Weft-Indies had nothing
fo terrible in it to his Lordfhip. If the fhips his
Grace had mentipned had chofe to' have gone to
the Weft Indies then, and to have made a lodge-
ment of the troops faid to be in the ifland of
St. Domingo, they muft have come to an engage-
ment, which would have been decifive, and the
event of which his Lordfhip thould not have feared to
have rifqued. He begged to inform his Grace, that
let the French or Spaniards have taken what courfe
they would in the Welt-Indies or elfewhere, we had
force to oppofe them, beth of fhips and men, and thac
we were ready at the time alluded to by his Grace
tor a&ive war, whieh was in contempiation. We
were fully prepared for either offenfive or defenfive
war. When his Lordfhip computed- the navy of
England at one hundred and nine fhips, he included
thofe which would be ready ‘for fervice by May
next. With fuch a navy as his Lord/hip had de-
fcribed, compared with thag of France and Spain,
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could we be faid to have gained that peace which,
comparatively, we had a right to expe&? No, by
no means. He ftood in a particular ficuation from
the office he had lately filled, which, however, he
was under the neceflity of refigning, becaufe he
could not advife his Sovereign to conclude a peace,
of which he did not in his confcience approve.
We ought to have had a better peace; our fituation
entitled us to it. 'We had made an inglorious one,
with ten (hips of the navy of France in our pof-
feflion; and they had not, at that time, one of
ours. His Lordfhip mentioned the feven fhipsy,
taken by Lord Rodney, and three others that had
fallen into our hands, all of the line. He repro-
bated the peace in the ftrongeft terms of expreflion,
and gave his hearty affent to the propofed amend-
ment.

The Duke of Grafton rofe to explain. .

The Duke of Rickmond {a'd, that, in confidering
the merits or demerits of the peace now under
their Lordfhips confideration, it was neceffary to
take in a variety of circumftances, which would
all be found to have their weight in a fubject of
that importance, which was then the obje& of their
Lordfhips gstention, and withoutr which it would
be, impoffible for their Lordfhips to form any
judgment, and either approve or difapprove of
the terms. It was firft to be confidered what was
our fituation at the time of making the peace, and
how far thofe who had advifed the conclufion, had
availed
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availed themfelves of the advantages of it. The
ceflions that have been made demanded particular
attention, with an eye to the rcafon that authorifed
their being fo given up; how trade and commerce
was affe€ted in all inftances, both in the ceded ter-
ritories and at home. Thcre were many other
particulars not before their Lordfhips, which it
would be requifite for them to take into confide-
ration, previous to the formation of a right
judgment updn the matter, Such was the inftruc-
tions to the agents, the letters in various correfpon-

dence on the point in quefltion, the charatters,
the condu&, and the inftruions of the princi-
pal agents in the bufinels. Nay oral converfa-
tions on the fubje&t would form a great part
of what they ought to {crutinize. And above
all, they fhould not omit the minuteft inveftiga-
tion of the relative force and weaknefls of the bel-
ligerent powers, the fituation of their ¢abinet, the
ftate of Europe in.general—the probability of new
wars,—and the profpett that there was of-our gain-
ing alliances—and a variety of more minute mat-
ters, which yet the good fenfe of every noble Lord
who heard him would, upon refleétion, be con-
vinced mull be abfolutely necellary to examine and
compare, before, in fainels and Anét juflice, a
matter of fuch importance, as well to the Minifter
individu"ally, as to the nation in general, could, pof-
fibly be decided on. However, if one muft/form
an idea of it partially, from the few matcrials be-
fore the Houfe, his Grace ficely owned he did not
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fike the terms of the treaties, and could not there-
fore agree to the original addrefs.

Lord Vifcount Stormont took a wide range on the
fubject. He fet out by acknowledging, that he

agreed with the noble Duke who fpoke laft, thata = -

full and fair judgment on this bufinels could not be
well formed, without a confideration of all of thofe
articles his Grace had fo properly defcribed. But
yet, how defirous foever he was of with-holding
his opinion, it was not in his power to do*fo. Mi-
niftry were refolved to force their Lordfhips to de-
liver their fentiments on the fubjett of the peace,
merely from what lay upon their table; they ‘muft
therefore only blame themfelves for the confe-
quences. For my own part, faid his Lordfhip, I
would with more pleafure than I can exprefs, read
any thing the noble Lord at the head of his M-
jefty’s affairs could offer in defence of his own, and
his colleagues condu in the negociation of this .
peace; for at prefent_there appears to me prima
facie evidence—~Evidence, on the firft view of the
papers on the table, to convince me, that there
is the groffeft negle, the moft blaméable ignorance,
or fhameful ofcitancy in the conftruion of the pre-
fent treaties, by which an irremediable wound is
given to the deareft interefts of this cguntry, and
an eternal ftain brought upon the Britifh reputation.
The noble Lord ftated with great accuracy the
queftion before their Lordfhips, viz. ‘¢ Whether
¢ the Preliminary Articles of Peace were fuch as
*C . % merited
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. He adw
““ merited their applaufe, or deferved thcir‘ diol}{ plicity, fo
* probation.” He confidered them, for his dwn negociatio
part, as injurious to the eflential interefts, dangerous England a
to the fafety, derogatory to the honour of Gr’eat reafon coul
Britain, and not warranted or juftified by the firua- Mr. Ofwal
tion of the war. And firft of all he obferved, that miffioners
in limited governments, like Sweden before the late of them: |
revolution, and like Poland flill, it might happen Fraaklin,
that no treaty of peace could be valid without the miffioners-
ratification of all the eftates that compofed the Jegif- fhip ; for |
Jative power. Here he quoted Burlamaqui, on the Was not an
Law of Nature and Nations. [t was contended by was not M
fome perfons, that in fuch a cafe as the prefent dif- but thofe 4
memberment of America, the prerogative royal of “The £ir@
the Crown could not alone conclude a treaty for to have pu
effeéting that feparation. But his Lordfhip did not whether the
reft his foot on that ground. ‘The conftitution had upon 2 gen
placed, and wifely placed, the making of peace or all Loyalift
war in the executivé power; and God forbid, faid whom Brita
his Lordfhip, that I thould eyer fee that privilege gratitude,
wrefted out of it.  As the “hoble Earl who had. for, and prc
moved the amendment had faid, the ‘peace was them | the)
concluded, and’it was not now to be affected by Thofe who
any thing which that Houfé could cenclude on ; the €0 noming, o
ace was'to be held inviolate.  What his Lordthip indulgence
confidered was the fitnels or cxped'!ency of it, in bloody faer
all thofe refpects that naturally prefented tfitmfc]vcs at the expen
to his view, when he confidered thé articles béfore How differe
them, | ' ' ‘ tothe Loya

He
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He adverted to the thameful ignorance and fim-
plicity, folly and abfurdity, that appeared in the
negociation and provifional articles of peace between

jerous England and the United American States. What
Great reafon could be given for fending out fuch a man as
firua- Mr. Ofwald, to treat with the four American Com-
, that miflioners ? He was far over-matched by any one
e late of them: Nor woduld any man compare him to Dr.
ppen Fraaklin, or Mr. Laurens, or any one of the Com-
it the miffioners—impar Congreffu Achilli—faid his Lord-
Jegif- fhip ; for I am fure therc was not one of them who
n the was not an Achilles compared with him. But it
'd by was not Mr. Ofwald, he faid, that he had to do with,
it dif= but thafe who canfided in him and employed him.
yal of ‘The firft\ queftion that the Britith Agent ought
ty for to have put\to the American Commiffioners, was,
d not whether thcy\had full powers to conclude and agree
n had upon a general amnefty and reftitution of goods to
ice or all Loyalifts without exception ? Thefe were men
, faid whom Britain was bound in juftice, and honaur, and /
vilega gratitude, and affe&ion, and every tie, to provide
y had. for, and prote&t. Yet, alas, for England as well as

' was them | they were made a part of the price of peace.
ed by Thofe who were the beft friends of Britain, were,
3 the ¢o noming, on that very account, excepted from the
dthip indulgence of Congrefs. Britain connives at the

it, in bloody faerifice, and fecks for a thameful retreat,
felvey at the expence of her moft valiant and faichful fons!
wfore How different from this was the condut of Spain

‘ to the Loyaliits in the Netherlands, in the reign of
°C : Philip
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Philip IIL on occafion of the famous truce in 1609,
and alfo in the peace of Munfter. Their effets and
eftates were cither reftored, or they were paid intereft
forthem at the rateof 6 1-4 per cent, on the purchafe
money. [Here Lord Stormont repeated feveral of
the articles of the truce between Philip IIL and the
United Provinces, which was concluded at Ant-
werp, 1609 ; which articles were alfo agreed to at
the peace of Munfter.] A general a&t of indemnity

was paffed, without exception of place or perfon.

Lord Stormont alfo touched on the cafe of the Ca-

talonians, "'who revolted from Spain, once when

they put themfelves under the protection of France,
and again when they put themfelves under the pro-
te@ion of Britain. In both cafes, their privileges,

lives, and properties, were preferved to them.—
Even Cardinal Mazarin, fo artful, fo fhuffling and
fallacious, ‘and I am fure I mean not the moft
diftant allufion to any ‘of his Majefty’s Minifters,
(for the Parliament of Par¥ determined, that to
call any pérfon a Mazarin was a reproach to him, and
that an aftion would lyc) even he, though fo little
fcrupulous on moft occafions, deemed it found and
policy to obferve good faith with the Catalonians.
He negociated the peace of the Pyrenées ‘himfelf,
and he took care, thatan a& af indemnity fhould
be pubhﬂxed in their favour, on the fame day in
which a proclamation was iffued reclaiming their
obedience. Hiftory, experience furnifhes no ex
ample of fuch bafe derelition. If they do, faid
Lord
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Lord Stormont, let any noble Lord fpeak out, and
on this fubje& I will be filent. From the Loyalifts
he paffed on to our Indian allies, with whotrwe had
had a long connexion, on whom we had beftowed
the name of the Children of the King, and with
whom, faid he, you fwore to preferve an inviolate
friendfhip as long as the woods, and mountains, and
rivers fhould remain.

His Lordfhip next turned his attention to the
boundary line that had been agreed on by the Ame-
rican Commiffioners, and that very extraordinary
geographer and politician, Mr. Richard Olwald.
There was, prefixed to the articles of peace between
England and America, a very pompous preamble,
fetting forth that thofe treaties were the beft ob-
ferved in which were reciprocal advantages. He
was a long time at a lofs to underftand the meaning
of thofe words reciprocal advantages. But at laft he
difcovered, that they meant only the advantage of
America. For jn return for the manifold concef-
fions on our part, not one had been made on theirs.
In truth, the American Commiffioners had enriched
the Englith Difionary with feveral new terms and
phrafes ; reciprocal advantages, for inltance, meant
the advantage of one of the parties ; and a regulation
of boundaries meant a ceffion of territory.

His Lord(hip then took a view of our conceffions
on Newfoundland, the ceded iflands of St. Pierre
and Miquelon, which being fortified, will command

the entrance of the river of St. Laurence, The
liberty
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liberty accorded to the Americans to (ettle in Nova

Scotia ; the ceflion of Penoblcot, a nurfery of mafls g

~the-giving up of all that was important or valuable in
Canada; the Floridas, unportant for their fituation,

and agrecable in refpet of climate and foil—

we might as well have ceded all Canada to them, as

to have drawp fuch a line of feparation; for ali

the forts which commanded the lakes were in their

hands, and we were wholly defencelels, and:at their

mercy, in our navigation of the lakes: belides, we

had given up to them by that boundary, a tra&l of

country four times as large as Britain, and in that
trat above fix and-twenty nations of our Indian

allies, whole hunting ground we were obliged, by

treaty, to prote&, and from whom (letting afide

thofe feelings which dignify human nature) we re-
ceived molt effential benefits in the article of their
trade of peltry and furs. The noble Vilcount dwelt
on this topic with great energy, and declared him-
felf at once aftonifhed and confounded at the con-
duct of the King's Miniflers in this refpe&t. Frem
this impolicy his Lord(hip turned to Newfoundland,
and there he complained of Minifters giving to the
French near feven degrees of latitude for their own
exclufive fithing, and at the lame time that we did
that, we alfo gave the Americans a participation in
all our fitheries, in all our creeks and harbours,
and never made any fupulation for our fifhing re-
emprocally in theirs. The granting of-St. Pierre and
Miguclon to the French was the next objeét that
met
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met the reprehenfion of his Lordfhip. If they for-
tified \thefe two places, as they certainly might, if
they pleafed, his Lordfhip declared our ffheries on
that coaft to be altogether unfafe, and of courfe of
kttle or no advantage to us. The noble Vifcount
referred to the various treaties which had been
made in refpe@ to this filbery, and fhewed what
honourable pains the Earl of Chatham had always
taken to preferve this fruitful nurfery of feamen to
the Britilh Crown.—By the provifions made refpet-
ing this fithery, there would be an end at once put to
the Britith trade. While he was Ambaflador at the
Court of Verfailles, they fet up a title to the fithery
ceded to them by the peace of Utrecht, unfhackled
by reciprocity.— He wrote home for inftrutions—
and received fo clear, diftinét, and at the fame time
fo peremptory a ftatement of the Englith right to
fith in common with the French, on the Weft fide
of the ifland, that they were fatisfied, or at lealt
they relinquithed their claim for the tiume, and
wilely pollponed it until a moment fhould come
more favourable to their ambition, when, perhaps,
there fhould be an Englith Minifter, fo folicitous
of power, fo anxious to fix himfelf in his feat, as
to hurry a negociation to its end, without care or
anxiety for the intereft of the ftate which be was
appointed to govern. He now confidered the
fithery as irretrievably gone; for there was not a
{yllable of reciprocity in the treaty, and we yielded,
in full right, the poffeffions of St. Pierre and

' Miguclon,
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Miquelon, which they would inftantly fortify, and
fecure to themfelves an immenle trade. The con-
" ceffions made to America in this particular, were
allo very material. The unfettled coafts and bays
in Nova Scotia were to be opened to them, and we
were to have no power to fith in their bays in return.
Eternal jealoufies would arife, and inflead of fecur-
ing a peace, we had, in truth, granted all this for
the fake of involving the nation in a new war. The
cefion of the two Floridas he- could not account
for by any realon, eitlfer of neceflity or prudence,
There was no bargain §n the bufinels; for there was
nothing granted to England in their ftead. The
manner in which thefe provinces were delivered up,
was as mad as it was impolitic. - No mealure was
taken for the fecurity, or the relief of the planters
and inhabitants, nor any provifion made, by which
they might be enabled to difpofe of their property

if they did not chufe to continue in the provinces, '

fubjeét to the Court of Spain. The noble Vifcount
then expofed, in glaring colours, the folly of ftipu.
Jating for the navigation of the Miffiffippi, when
every thing that could make the Miflilippi valuable
was gone. We had no coaft—there was no juné&tion
even with the lakes—no communication by which
we could tranfport our furs to any market. In
fhort, the article for the navigation of the Mifhffippi
was an infult on our underflandings, added to all
the other injurics done to our property. by the
prefent peace. ,
The
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The noble Vilcount pafled to the Weft-Indies.
Here there were equal marks of egregious folly:
he entered into a long argument to prove that we
had it in our power to have made a peace with
France without the ceflion of Tobago. We were
in poficflion of St. Lucia, which, whatever may
be its intrinfic value, the French confider as in-
valuable. We were in poffeflion of St. Pierre and
M quelon, which completely fhut them out from
the whole of the fithery of Néwfoundland + and
having therefore thefe ftrong points, we fhould
have propofed to agree to a peace on the ground
of uti pofidetis. He was free to own, that this
would not have been favourable to us in the Weft-
Indies ; but the falt is, that the French durft not
agree to it. They durft not give up St. Lucia.
They muflrhave the fithery ; and therefore, as they
muft relift the offer of s/ poflidesis, the alternative
was plain—let us agree then on the footing of
complete reftitution, To this we were fairly and
fully enticled. But, inftead of this, we give up
Tobago, an ifland of the utmoft confequence to
the,manufactures of this country, as well as to its
interefts in the Weflt-Indies. He sentioned a ma-
nufattory of cotton goods Iftely eftablithed in
France, which only wanted the kotton of Tobago
to make it the rival of Manchefter. That was
given to them, and there was no equivalent what-
ever given to us in return.  On the coaft of Africa

the conceflions were fubject to the fame complaint.
*D We
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We had given up a moft valuable trade, and had
made fuch ftipulations, in regard to the gum, as
would finally extinguifh our connection with that
quarter of the world. Butin the Eaft-Indies, more
perhaps than any where elfe, were the fhameful
and degrading conceflions of the prefent peace
to be found. The delivery of Chandenagore, with
a ditch, and the promife to procure territories from
our allies, were circumftances fo humiliating and
injurious, that he could not conceive by what
firange fatality our Minifters were actuated in this
refpect. He entered into a long difcuffion of the
articles refpe&ing the Eaft, and pointed out the in-
juries done to the Company in a forcible manner.
In this quarter of the world we had driven the
French from every thing. They had no elaims—
they had no power—they had no footing—and we
might have found in the Eaft-Indies a recompence
for all our loffes in the Weft; but the rule of con-
ceffion was alone regarded by our Minifters in all
that they had done. He enlarged on the impor-
tance of Dunkirk to France. In a war with Eng-
gland, that harbour, opened and repaired, would
be capable of coﬁtaining twenty or thirty fhips of
good fize and burthen. Thefe iffuing out, at alt
_{eafons, would anroy our trade in its very center,
and counterbalance in fome meafure the advantages
of our local fituation for commerce. Daonkirk, at
the fame time, would be of no ufe to the French,
butin a war with Epgland. In our precipitagcy
to
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to allow the reparation of Dunkirk, therefore, the
language of the Crown, without any exaggeration

ty &5 or colouring, was plainly this: “ To fhew my
that “ good brother of France how earneftly I defire
L ¢ his friendfhip, I will give him up Dunkirk for
reful « the convenience of making war on my loving
eace « fubje&s.”

with Another thing in the treaty with France parti-
from cularly ftruck him, as it feemed to indicate that

and the King’s Minifters were as negligent of the high
what honour and dignity of the empire, as they were of
1 this its poffeflions. In the article refpecting the cap-
f the ture of prizes, the Channel was no more called
i€ in- the Britith Sea, which, in all the treaties that were
mnner. made during the prefent century, was uniformly
n the called the Britith Seas. This was matter of very
me=— great confideration, at a time when we were con-
nd we ceding every thing that was either the object of
pence pride or of intereft. This was an infulg which the
 con- flippant vanity of France would be fond to give,
in all but which ought not to have been fuffered. But
L el confiderations of this kind were beneath the atten-
+ Eng- tion of Minifters of the prefent day, who feemed
would to think that to make a peace at any rate, was to
ips of do a meritorious work, and fuch as the nation of
at alt courfe muft applaud when applied to for that pur-
EElit S pofe. Under that idea, the prefent motion of ad-
INt2gES drefs was made; not to thank his Majefty for his
irk, at gracious condefcenfion, or to congratulate him
‘rench, upon the return of peace, but o gain the thanks
pitaacy

*Da of
to .
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of that Houfe for a work that Minifters kad done,
and to go abroad into the world with the fan&ion
of that vote of thanks, asit might moft properly
be called, and thereby fet all thofe who might not

be inclined fo fully to fubfcribe to the merits of

their negociations at open defiance; but he hoped
the noble Lords fayw_the intent of this, and would
take care that men undcferving fhould not be au-
thorifed by any fuch high fanétion, but, on the
contrary, that all attempts to that effeét fhould
be fpiritedly fupprefied,-and that the approbation
of that Houfe fhould never be unworthily obtained.

If his Lorcfhip fhould be afked, if the prefent
peace was a good one, and {uch as, under much
greater calamities than thofe we had fuffered, ought
to be accepted of, he would lay his hand upon his
heart, and anfwer pofitivelg, No! He had been
brought up in the habits of independence, and
would therefore on all occafions give an opinion
accordingly.  Would not every man of inde-
penderce, an{wer on the prefent oceafion as he
did? Cerrainly he would; and where was the
circumftance on the prima facie appearance of
things, that indicated the leaft impropriety to his
determination. Minifters would fay, that if a
peace cannot be had on the terms to be withed
for, it is expedient that it be accepted of upom
thofé terms which are offered. The principle of
this propofition his Lordfhip allowed, but denied

the application, It was a fact to be mourned, that .
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the elements had fought againft us, and the hand
of Providence had fometimes been felt feverely
upon usj but we have had no difafters that had
not been more than compenfated for by the viories
of our able and gallant commanders, in the different
parts of the world : the fuccefles of whom, and
their merits, his Lord(hip took notice of, in the
moft pleafing manner.

The condu@& of Minifters by coming down fo
that Houfe, to fupplicate its approbation of their
altions, was unlke to that of fome others, who
had rendered their country the moft acceptable
fervices in the fame fphere of altion; who after
having concluded perhaps as fatisfatory a peace
as was within the annals of this country, did not
go to Parliament begging its approbation.

Lord Grantham replied to Lord Stormont. His
Lordhip began with remarking, that he had the
greateflt refpect for the authority, which the noble
Lord had alluded to in the courfe of his fpeech,
and thould have thought himfelf exceedingly happy,
to have had itin his power, to have imitated the
condu& of that great man, who his Lordthip had
held out to him as worthy of being remembered.
Times were changed fince the peace the noble Lord
had hinted at was made, and many concurrent cir-
cumftances rendered it almof impoffible to nego-
ciate fo well, as to place the &on in that agreeable
ftate, which it found itfelf in"a® the conclufiop of
that peace, '

He




S

(30
He affured their Lordfips, that nothing had

been entered into without firft being confidered in they |
the molt careful manner over and over again, and he w
almoft every poffible contingency duly weighed. took -
The difference betwixt concluding a peace with one article
enemy, ahd with a holt of them, was as great as his L.
could be imagined, and produive of the greateft he wa
‘difficulties in negociation. Add to this, England was |
was without even a fingle ally to afliit her on the and |
greatcft emergency. For his part, he confidered was 1
the peace as good a one as fhe, confidering our fi- fible.
tuation, could poffibly have had. His Lordfhip Hi
did not perceive the right we had to expeét a better. object
But oyr reduced fituation was in confequence of fervec
that blfnd and unfortunate purfuit of the war in doubt
America, by an Adminiftration more obftinate than yet h
wife, and which war, if continued, would have where
brought m deftruction upon the empire. His ly dif
Lordfhip not, he oblerved, been greatly in the inhab
bit of troublidg their Lordfhips; but when he who f
C’( ered tE part.cular fituation in which he ftood, prope
he could not forbear to do it ; indeed, there was a much
neceflity for fo doing. His Lordfhip faid, he refpet
fcorned to fhelter himfelf from blame, by throwing to Fr.
it upon an innocent man or colleague ; and_there- humil
fore made no fcruple to declare, that the reafon fidere
why fomes words the noble Vifcount had mentioned ceffio
as proper o bg inferted in a certain part of an ar- $0 ha
ticle alluded to by him, wa¢, that by fome moft hatin;
unaccountable and unhappy miftake of ‘his own,. a thbc
not b'

they
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they had been left our.  As foon as he found this,
he was exceedingly alarmed and diftreffed, and
took every poflible means to temedy the evil,. T
articles had been fent off with this deﬁciency,\krll:
his Lordfhip had made an /application, in which
he was fo happy as to fucceed, and an inftrument
was figned and exchanged, calling the Channel
and North Seas the Britifh Seas; fo that the evil
was redrefled by the only method that was pof-
fible.

His Lordfip, in anfwer to the noble Vifcount’s
objections to giving up the ifland of Tobago, ob-
ferved, that it was a molt difagreeable thing, no
doubt, that fuch a conceffion fhould be made ; and
yet he did not know any poffible cafz of ceffion
where the confequences would have been fo trifling-
ly difagreeable as in the inftance of Tobago. The
inhabitants of which mut be confidered as thofe
who frequently change their mafters; and if their
property be fecured, they may not perhaps fuffer
much hardthip by a change of allegiance.—With
refpect to the reft of the ceflions that had been made
to France, he could not look upon them in that
humiliating light which fome noble Lords had con-
fidered them in. It was neceflary to make con-
ceffions to France ; the was determined at all events
to have them, as fome equivalent for thofe humi-
liating ones which fhe herlclf was obliged to make
at the conclufion of the lalt war. Noble Lords could
not but recolleé& the fubmiflion France made to this
country,
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| country, which galled her pride, and which were ra. would |
ther feathers coveted by the French for the fake of reading
pride than ufe—thefe were.the iflands ot St. Pierre which t
and Miquelon, and that we fhould depart trom the late as ¢
old article for the demolition of Dunkirk. Thefe lution v
were not objeéts of confequence to England, nor “Th
fuch as fhe ought to ftruggle for at the hazard of a ¢ held 1
war. Such only were the things which had been ¢ (whic
given up to the French both in the Lati-Indies and * thofe
in America, except indeed the ifland of Tobago; « prefe
but their Lordthips would reflect on our lofles, ¢ princ
and on our fitvation, and granting that there muft ‘¢ princi
be conceflions, they would believe that the lofs of ““ virtuc
Tobago was not fo material.  conlti
Lord Sackuville fpoke in’ the moft pointed terms “ prope

, of reprobation of every article of the peace ; and * who
declared it to be in every inftance the moft unwife, ““ cloak
impolitic, and ruinous, of any treaty that this “ fhoul
country had ever made. In regard to the aban- ‘“ enjoy
donment of the Loyalifts, it was a thing of fo ¢ dangt
atrocious a kind, that if it had not been already “« Tl
painted in all its horrid colours, he fhould have “ Cour
attempted the ungracious tafk 3 but never fhould “ by th
have been able to defcribe the cruelty in language “ equit
as ftrong and expreflive as his feelings. The “ that «
King’s Minifters had weakly imagined that the “to m
recommendation of the Congrefs was a fufficient fe- “ deput
curity for thefe unhappy men. For his_own part, ** Genel
fo far from believing that this would be fufficient, “¢ neithe

or any thing like fufficient for their protection,
and
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and if they entertained any notions of this fort, he
would put an end to their idle hopes at once,, by
reading from a paper in his pocket, a refolution
which the Affembly of Virginia had come to, fo
late as on the 17th of December lat. The refo-
lution was as follows:
¢ That the laws of tfiis ffate confilcating property
¢ held under the laws of the former government
¢ (which had been diffolved and made void) by
“ thofe who have never been admitted into the
« prefent focial compa&, being founded on legal
¢ principles, were ftrongly diétated by that
«¢ principle of common juftice, demand that, if
“ virtuous citizens, in defence of their natural and
“ conftitutional rights, rifk their life, liberty, and
« property on their fuccefs, the vicious citizens
* who fide with tyranny and oppreflion, or who
“ cloak themfelves under the mafk of neutrality,
“ fhould at leaft hazard their property, and not
*“ enjoy the benefits procured by the labours and
** dangers of thofe whofe deftru&tions they withed.
* That all demands or requefts of the Britith
“ Court, for the reftitution of property confifcated
“ by this ftate, being neither fupported by law,
“ equity, or policy, are wholly inadmiffible, and
“ that our Delegates in Congrefs be inftrutted
“ to move Congrefs, that they may dirett their
% deputies, who fhall reprefent thefe States in the
** General Congrefs for adjulting a peace or truce,
“¢ neither tp agree to any fuch reftitution, or fub-
*E ! mig
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‘“ mit that the laws made by any independent (tate
*¢ of this union, be fubje€ted to the adjudication
“ of any power or powers on earth,”

His Lordfip having read the paper, demanded
what Min fters had to fay now for this boafted re-
commendation, for which they had ftipulated with
Congrefs? Could they fay, that the unhappy men
who had fought and bled for this country, who had
given up their all and (a pang the more grievous
to minds of feling) the all of their little families;
could Minifters fay that thefe men who had faid and
done, and [uffered all that was in the power of
hurhan nature for our caufe, ought not to have
had a Becter fecurity than the prefent, from fcorn,
infolene, and ruin® A peace founded on fuch a
facrifice as this, mult be accurfed in the fight of
God and man! His Ldrdfhip added a few words
of animadverfion on other parts of the freaty fimi-
lar to thof: which had been already ufed by the
Noblemen who had fpoken in favour of the a-

_ mend nent, particularly with refpeét to the bounda-

ties, and this hefpoke 1o with great information and
accuracy.  All the forts his Lordthip faid were on
the American fide—the immenfe diftri¢t of courtry
which fypplicd us with mafts was gone—the In-
dii'n natiops were abandoned—and we were .in-
fulted with the navigation of the Miflillippi,
where all its benefits were taken away.. He then
concluded, with giving his hearty approbatjon to
it; but before he had dope, he took notice of an

expreflion
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(tate expreflion which bad fallen from a noble Duke
ation (the Duke of Grafton) who had faid. tha' it gave
him plealure to oblerve the delicacy with which the
nded debate was condufled, in as much as the condué&t of
d re- the late Adminifiration, to which fo much of the
with misfortuncs of this unhappy country were imput-
men able, were not {o much as once mentioned. Now
3 had he was frec to own, he was one of thofe who count-
'vOous ed it no delicacy to forbear adverting to that period ;
iiliess a period indeed, which the prefent Minifters would
| and do well to decline fpeaking on  For though it was
er of difaftrous, it was honelt—it was honourable - it was
have cvery thing that could have commanded fuccefs, if
corn, one could look forward, and count upon certainty
s in {ublunary tranfaétions. ,
ht of Lord Vifoount Howe uttered his thoughts on the
vords fubjett in fo low a voice, that there was fcarce a
e poflibility of colle€ting any thing which fell from
y the him. However it fecmed, that after giving an ac-
* a- count of the flate of the navy in the detail, he fum-
ndas med up its force, and faid, that by May next, what
Vand with the number of veflels we had already, and thole
€ on now in forwardnefs, this country might reckon upon
antry ninety-nine line of battle fhips, tolerably fit for fers
e In- vice; and, by the beft accounts, the force of the
' ine united Houfe of Bourbon might be about one hun-
Bppi, dred and twenty-five. He faid, that by the latelt
¢hin accounts from Cadiz, the Syaniards and French had
an o fixty fail of the line lying in that harbour,. in prime
of an

candition, and in every relpett well equipped for

‘flion *E 2 the
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the moft vigorous and aétive fervice. His Lord-
fhip’s {peech was of confiderable length, and from
fuch parts of it as reached us, and what we could
collet from the allufions of thole fpeakers who fol-
lowed, appeared to be intended as a defcription of
the weak ftate of our naval power, and of scourfc a
juftification, in fome meafure, of the treaties before
the Houle. He recounted the tranfaflions of the
Jate campaign—attributed a great deal of our fuccels
te chance; for, in a competition of ftrength with
the enemy, we were greatly inferior. Many of the
fhips were in a poor condition ; that, for inftance,
on board of which he hoifted his flag, the Victory,
was very bad, and very uncdean. He clofed with
oblerving, that if no other good attended the prefent
pacification than the mere brzathing time it gave us,
we ought to count the interval a happy one, and
inftead of idly flinging away m(; remaining ftrength
in unnatural fquabbles among ourfelves, unite and
endeavour to make the beft ufe of our time, in re-
cruiting againft the poffibility of future hoﬂ%icy.
This, he trufted, their Lordfhips good fenfe would
confider to be the advice of patriotiim, and not
of party.

Lord Vifeount Keppel faid, his laft accounts refpect-
ing the ftate of the Spanifh navy at Cadiz, fpoke it
to be no more than forty-two fail of the line of
battle fhips; and he computed our force, good,
bad, and indifferent, to be one hundred and nine.
He could not, indeed,” enter into the minutiz of the
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condition of our navy ; he did not imagine it would
be confifient with prudence ; but fo much would he
fay, that he did not imagine the condition of our
enemy’s naval affairs was fo good as<our own, or
that they had any thing like fuch a profpett.

Lord Vifcount Howe fhewed his Lordfhip, that the
accounts on which he had founded his report of the
ftate of the Spanifh navy at Cadiz, were later than
thofe his Lordfhip relied on ; but he could not, he
faid, fubfcribe to the mode his Lordfhip took of
eftimating the naval ftrength of Great-Britain, under
the defcription of good, bad, and indifferent; good
and indifferent, a prudent man would think was
firetching the account to the utmoft verge of fhrw ;
indeed, he could bardly fay, utility ; but to include
the bad in the flatement, would be bad indeed.

Lord King faid, he did not approve of the man-
ner in which the war had been cairied on; nor was

» he more reconciled to the peace-— Vigour and fpirit,
which feemed to him effentially necceffary to the
dignity of martial or pacific tranfaflions, were want-
ing in both cafes. . A noble Lord (Lord Sackville)
bad read the Houft a contindation of that leffon
which America, from the very outlet of the unfor-
tunate quarrel with this country, had been conftant-
ly giving this country., Thdldottrine was as old as
the creation, though we feemed to be ignorant of i,
“ He wha is not for me in a ftate of civil war, is,
“ to all intents and purpoles, againft me.” The
language of war is harfh and diffonant. The intro-

dultion
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duction of a loft note into it, on any pretence what-
ever, only betrays an ignorance of the mufic. In

plain terms, whenever there 1s a melancholy neccl-

fity for a war of the naiure with that of America,
tendernels in the beginning will, upon a revie: of
eveuts, be found cruclty in the end  |or his own
part, bis Lordfhip declared, that if he had had the
condufling of the war, he would have inflantly, on
the firlt accounts of the rebellious condutt of the
Americans, fent off a pgwerful force to their coun-
try; and, inflead of burdening the peaceful and
loyal fubjects which thefe troops had left behind,
he would have left them to fublft themfelves upon
the properties of the rebels, untl by a falucary
couife of military phyfic, they had taken them do'n
from their xnal {lilts, and reduced them to the
flandard of common fenfe and alkegiince.  The de-
ficiency of fpirit which his Lordfhip thought fo
culpable in the late Miniﬂi’y, appearcd alfo 1n this,
and therefore he could not, confiltent with. his for-
mer opinions, give his approbation to a peace whole
framé betrayeth {fo much imbecility.

The Earl of ‘hellurne then rofe, and the Houle
was all attention. The latenels of the hour, my
Lords, faid he, will not {uffer me to take the liberty
of trcfpafling fo far on your patience, as my feelings
woumld therein prompt me to on the prefent occafion.
1 fhall not addrels your paflions—that candid pro,
vince I will leave to thole who have fhewn fuch
ability for its government tosnight. ~ As my condutt
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has been founded upon integrity—fadts, and plain
reafoning, will form its bell {upport I fhall ne-
cellarily wave the confideration of the critical mo-
ment -t which I ftepped into the adminiftration of
the afluirs of this country—a moment when, if there
be any credit due to the folemn, pul')lic declarations
of men, who feemed then and feem now, to have
the welfare of the State neareft to their hearts—every
hope of rennovated luftre was gone, and nothing but
drcary defpondency remdined to the well-wilhers of
Great-Britain. I am now fpeaking within memory,
and confequently within proof. It is not for me to
boalt of my motives for ftanding forward at a period
fo alarming. My circumftances are not fo obfeure
as to render my condu€&t a matter of dubiety, and
my own explanation of my feelings would, I flatter
mylelf, fall far thort of that credit which fympathy
would give me in the minds of men, whofe patrioﬁfm
is not that of words ; I make no merit of my hardi~
hood, and when I fpeak of mine, I with your Lord-
fhips to underftand me as fpeaking of the generous
enterprize of my noble and honourable colleagues
in adminiflration. It was our duty as good citizens,
when the Rate was in danger, that all felfith apprehen-
fions fhould be banithed. I fhall not, therefore,
expatiate on my reafons for coming into office, but
openly and candidly tell your Lordfhips how I have
condufted myfelf in it. A peace was the declared
wifh of the nation at that time. How was that to
be procured belt for the advantage of my country ?

i Certainly
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Certairly by gaining the meft accurate knowledge of
the relative condition of the powers at war, Here a
field of knowledge was required to be beaten, which
no one man, vaft and profound as it is poffible to
pi¢ture human capacity, would by any means be fup-
pofed equal to. Then if one man was inadequate to
the whole tafk, the next queftion naturally is, what
fer of men are beft qualified as auxiliaries in it?
‘What is the {kill required ? A knowledge of trade
and commerce, with all its relations, and an inti-
mate acquaintance with military affairs, and all its
¢oncomitants.—Were men of this defcription con-
fulted previous to, and during the progrefs of the
treaty now before your Lordfhips? I anfwer, they
were.  And with this fanétion Adminiftration need
aflume no falfe brow of bravery, in combating
glittering affertions without edge, and inflated fpe-
culations without ftamina. Let us examine them,
my Lords—Miniftry, in the firlt place, is blamed
for drawing the boundary they have done between
the territories of the United States and thofe of
our Sovereign in Canada.~ I wifh to examine every
part of the treaties on the fair rule of value of the
diftri& ceded—To examine it on the amount of the
exports and imports, by which alone we could
judge of its importance. The exports of this
country to Canada then were only 140,000l and
the imports were no more than 50,0001,  Suppofe
ghe entire fur trade funk into the fea, where is the

detriment to this country ?  Is 50,000l a-year im-
ported
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rorted in that article any objet for Great Britain to
continue a war which the people of England, by
their reprefentatives, have declared their abhorrence
of?  Surely it is not. But much lefs muft this
appear in our fight, when I tell Parliament, and
the whole kingdom, that for many years paft, one
year with another, the prefervation of this annual
import of 50,000l has coft this country, on an
average, 800,000l. I have the vouchers in my
pecket, fhould your Lordfhips be inclined to exa-
mine the fat. But the trade is not given up, it is
only divided, and divided for our benefit. I ap-
peal to all men converfant with the nature of that
trade, whether its beft refources in Canada do not lie
to the northward. 'What then is the refult of this part
of the treaty, fo wifely, and with fo much fincere
love on the part of England clamoured againft by
noble Lords ? Why this. You have generoufly given
America, with whom every call under Heaven urges
you to ftand on the footing of brethren, a fhare in
a trade, the monopoly of which you fordidly pre-
ferved to yourfelves, at the lofs of the enormous fum
of feven hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. Mono-

_polies fome way or other, are ever juftly punifhed.

They forbid rivalry, and rivalry is of the very ef-
fence of the well-being of trade. This feems to
be the ra of Proteftantifm in trade. All- Earope
appear enlightened, and eager to throw off the vile

- Thackles of oppreffive ignorant monopoly, of that

unmanly and illiberal principle, which is at once
*F ungenerous
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ungenerous and deceitful. A few interefled Cang-,
dian merchants might complain; for merchants
would always love monopoly, without taking a
moment’s time to~think, '\vh;d)cr it was for their
intereft or not. < I avow that monopoly is always
unwife ; but if there is any nation under Heaven,
who ought to be the firft to rejet monwpoly, it is
the Englith. . Situated as we are between the gld
world and the nev—and betwecn the fouthern.and
northerp Europe~all that we ought to covet upon
carth was free trade, and fair equality. With
more induftry, with more enterprize, with more
capital than any trading nation uvpon earth, it
ought to be ouy conflant cry—let every market be
open—Ilet us meet our rivals fairly—and we afk
no more. It is a principle on which we have had
tffe wifdom to a&t with refpe&t to our brethren of
Ireland ; and, if conciliation be our view, why
thould we rot reach it out alfo to America. Our
generofity is not much, but little as it is, let us
give it with a grace. Indeed, to fpeak properly,
it is not generofity to them, but ce¢onomy to our-
felves; and in the boundaries which are eftablifhed
we have faved ourfelves the immenfe fum of
800,000l. a-year, and fhewed to the Americans
our fincere love and fair intentions,, in dividing the

lictle bit of trade which Nature had laid at theic

doors ; and telling them that we defired to live

with them in communion of benefits, and in the

fincerity of fricndfhip. But the Indians were aban-
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doned to their enemies. Noble Lords have takea
great paing to fhew the immenfe value of thefe In-
dians; it was not unnatural for noble Lords, who
had made fo Javifh an ufe of thefe Indians, to com-
plain of their lofs ; but thefe who abhorred their
violence would think Miniftry had done wifely.—
The Americans knew beft how to tame their favage
natures.—The defcendants of the good William
Penn would manage them better than all the Mr.
&tuarts with all the Jews harps, razors, trumpery,
and jobs that we could contrive. And now that
I am fpeaking on the provifional articles with Ame-
rica, [ fhall difmifs this fubject, though it is blend-
ed with others, before I proceed to the inveftiga-
tion of the relt of the objections to the treaties of
pacification. Why have you given America the free-
dom of fithing in all your creeks and harbours, and
efpecially on the banks of Newfoundland, fay the
noble objectors to this article ?‘ Why ? becaufe, in
the firlt place, they could, frém their locality, have

. exercifed a fithery in that quarter for &hc firft fea-:

fon (for there are two) without our confent, and
in fpite of all our efforts to repel them. In Fe-
bruary, the firft feafon commences, and that is en-
tirely at their devotion ; for our people have never,
and can never take their ftations there fo foon,
With regard to the other feafon, let us again re-
verweto what I have already faid refpeéting the fur
trade ; though we have not a2 monopoly, we have
got fuch fuperior advantages in the article of dry-
' *F s ing
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ing, curing, and preparing our fifh for marker,
from the exclufive command of the moft con-
tiguous fhores, that a rivalsy can orly whet our
induftry 1o rcap thofe benefits our preferable
fituation in this reipect prefents to us. Bttt why
have we not ftipulated a reciprocyy of fithing in
the American harbours and crecks ?  TI'll tell your
Lordfhips :—Becaufe we have abundant employ-
ment in our own. Would not an American think
it fordid in the extreme, nay, confider it bordering
on madnefs, to covet the privilege of battening
our cattle on fome of their (teril wilds, when we
had our own fertile Savannahs to have recourfe to.
Such weuld be the opinion entertained of Miniftry,
if it had childifhly and avaricioufly made a ftipula-
tion of the nature the objeCtors think they ought
tp have, As to the mafts, a noble Lord faid, we
were t0 have in fuch abundance at Penobfcot. t I
will oppofe a fat to his bare dffertion. I have in
my pocket a certificate from one of the ableft fur-
veyors in our fervice, Capgin Twifs, that there is
not a tree there capable of being made a matft.
But there remains fomewhat in thefe provifional
articles ftill to be confidered, which 1 have never
refleded on without feelings as pungent as any
which the warmeft admirers of the virtues of the
Loyalifts can poflibly have experienced. I mean
the unhappy neceffity of our affairs, which induced
the extremity of fubmitting the fare of the property
of ehele brave and worthy men to the difcretion of
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their enemies.—I have but one anfwer to give the
Houfe in this particular, it is the anfiwer I gave
my own bleeding heart. A part muft be wounded,
that the whole of the empire, iy not perith, If
better terms could be had, think you, my Lords,
that I would not have embraced them. You all
know my crecd, You all know my fteadinefs. If
it were poflible to put afide the bitter cup the ad-
verfities of this country prefented to me, you know
I would have done it; but you called for peace.
To make it in the circumftances, which your Lord-
thips all know I ftood on, was moft arduous. In
this point nothing could be more grievous to me.
Neither in public nor in private life is it my cha-
rafler to defert my friends—I had but the alter-
native—either accept the terms, faid Congrels, of
our recommendation to the ftates, in favour of the
Colonifts, or continue the war. It is in our poker
to do no more than recommend. Is there any man
who hears me who will clap his hand on his heart
aod ftep forward and fay, I ought to have broken
off the treaty ?  If there be, I am fure he neither
knows the ftate of the couutry, nor yet has Me paid
any attention to the withes of it. But ftill I do
not defpond with refpect to the loyalifts—I rely
upon the wifdom, the honour, and the temper of
the Congrefs. They were cautious in wording
their treaty, left they fhould poffibly give offcnce
to the new ftates, whefe conftitutions had not ad-
vanced to thofe habits of appearance and ftrength

¢ that
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that banifhes all fulpicions; percmpt()r')"‘hngm;":
»s not the language of a new ll'.n.rc. Uu-y m;n

foften their applications. In all their mca(mc_s.—f U,r
money—Ifor men—they have ulfed t‘hc word recom-
lw;:'la:’pw to the Provinaal Aﬂ‘ﬂnbllcs-——afld it has
always been paid refpeft to. And, bfhg(\l'c nll;,
they do the Loyalifls the offices not of friends, wh

fur;nifc doubts on this occafion. DBut fa{ the
worft ; and that after all, this c(hmnhlc. fet (; rlnc‘t:
are not received and chertfhed i the bo[o‘m o ncd
own country. Is England fo loft to gratitude, Har:d
all the feelings of humunity, as not tof a :,:c
them an alylum. Who ‘ltan be (1 a

as to think fhe will refule 1t‘m them ? -
Surely it cannot be that nol.)lc-nnnd;d mia;ni)l:‘)d’
would plunge his country again knee- ccp'"'ms -
and faddle it with an expence of twt:.nty milh e

the purpofe of reftoring them. 1V nfhout onzcc 0;;
of Blood fpilt, and without one fifth cxpe' o
one year’s campaign, happinefs and eale canl eﬂ;
given’.the Loyahfls in as ar'nplc a manner ;s "t:florc
ble(lings were ever in their enjoyment ; lhekh "
Jet the qutcry ceafe on this head. BuF \»l' -
the two fliles of language is the more likely .
b the Loyalifts > The flile of the adfircfs whi t
declares the confidence of Parliament in the grea

[ ; ;—or the flle of the .,
wtentions of the Congrefs—or tl

00 s no
noble I.ords who declare that reconmendation isn :
. . "
thing. It furely requires, my Lords, no great d.(p
of penetiation 1o diftinguih between thefe things.
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it A noble Vifcount afks why Mr. Ofwald was ap-
for pointed as negociator againft fuch odds. It is very
om- true Mr. Olwald has not the oratorial abilitics of the
has noble Vilcount, the ' Ciceronian flile, nor the per-
me, fuafive addrefs.  The noble Vilcount would have
vho ‘ fpoken in a different language; but Mr. Ofwald
the - had other talents, and, in my opinion, talents of a
meth fuperior quality —the talents of full information on
their the f{ubjet—great commercial knowledge— plain
and dealing—unfpotted integrity—and a charaller which
ford gave confidence to whatever he faid.
bale With refpet to the ceflion of the two Floridas,
R he muft refer again to the exports and Imports.
who Imports were not more than ;0,cool. and the ex-
Jlood, ports hardly exceeded 120,000l. To be fure I
as for would not willingly take fo much fram the com-
drop merce of the nation ; but amidlt the millions of our
ce of trade, is this an object worth contending for at the
an be hazard of continuing war? We will now, my
. thelo Lords, confider the articles with France, and brit
arefore let us look to Europe. 1am afked, why overlook
iich of all the treaties refpc&mg Dunkirk ? Wh)( let me
 to af- aflk the queflion in return, why were not thefe
which treaties ever inforced during all the adminifirations
¢ great which have paffed away fince the demolition of
of the . that harbour was firft ftipulated * This negligence is
5 lynoe prima facie evidence of the little account in which
it depth the fulfilling of that treaty has hitherto been held;
things. for were it otherwile, we had often fince the power
A n'ob?x\ to enfarce it. And I have heard that able fcaman,
¢ tbe
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¢he late Lord Hawke, declare, that all the art and
colt that France could beftow on the bafon of Dun-
kirk, would not render it in any degree formidable or
noxious to Great Britain. But, as was well ob-
ferved by a noble friend near me (Lord Grantham)
France wifhed to have the feathers fhe formerly
firutted with, reftored to her ; and, furely, no fo-
ber man would continue the war to thwart a fancy
fo little detrimental to us. However, if I am mif-
taken; if Lord Howe be niiftaken ; if former
Minifters be mifltaken, let the proof be produced.
Till then, 1 truft your Lordfhips, if you do not
now approve of the conduft of my adminiftration,
in this particular, you will at leaft fufpend your
judgments. We will now, if your Lordfhips pleafe,
advert to the objetions refpe€ing the ceffion to
France on the coalt of Newfoundland. . This, to be
fure, is not to be tried by the rule of imports and
exports. Eut what is it ? Seven degrees of latitude.
Thele are founding words; but they are no more.
By this part of the treaty future quarrels are
guarded againft. The concurrent fithery formerly
exercifed was a fource of endlefs firife—the French
are now confined to a certain fpot—it is nothing
compared to the extent we poflefls, and it is befides
fituate in the leaft procuctive part of that coaft.
But I would not have your Lordfhips pay greater
attention to my bare affertion, than I truft you will
to the affertions of thofe who take upon themfelves

to pronounce this pagt of the treaty wrong. I have
bere
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and here ready for your infpeion the opinions of the
ableft men on that fubje@. I applied to the perfon
beft qualified to point them out to me. . The noble

une-
cor

ob- Lord near to me, (Lord chpfl) then at the head
am) of the Admiralty, referred me to three officers in
erly his Majefty’s fervice, whole judgment and inte-
) {0 grity he could rely on, and your Lordthips, on the
ancy bare naming of them, will rely on them too. Admiral
mif- Edwards teftimony mult have its weight—the tefti-
—— mony of Captain Levilon Gower, whofe fervices
1ced. the nation are to enjoy in peace as well as war—

not and that of Lieutemant Lane, who took an accurate
tion, furvey of the whole coaft, and who was well quali-
your fied for the tafk, as he ferved under and poffeffed
cafe, the confidence of the famous circum-navigator,
oh to Captain Cooke. Thefe officers all declare, that
to be the beft fithing was to the fouthward, which was en-
s and sirely in the poffeffion of the Englith; {o that we

‘ude. muft doubt the national fpirit, and the national in-
duftry of this country, before we can pronounce,

more.
o faid his Lordfhip, this fo much talked of exclufive
merly feven league fithery an injury to G.reat Britain. A-s
vetich to the ceflion of St. Pierre and Miquelon, where is
sthing the proof that thefe places can be fortified fo as to
ehdes annoy us? I call on the noble objeffors for their

coalt proofs—I call in vain, 1 know I do. I have here
in my hand that which will fatisfy your Lord(hips

':::;; how idle all furmifes are on that head. Here are
Mfelves certificates from the moft {kilful and experienced ¢n-
bare ginecrs, that meither St. Pierre or Miquelon would
here G admit
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admit the conﬂxu&’oq of a fortrels, which could
fland the attack of the fmallelt of your frigates. —
Permit me, my Lords, to imprels upon your minds,
that the foundation of all the parts of the refpetive
treaties before you was, as I flated in the begin-
ning, not {peculation or idle conjetture, but prac-
tice and folid experience. My language does not
mock your underftanding with aTertions—it feeds it

with fa&t. With this conftantly in your eye, I ,

court for mylelf and my collcagucc your Lord-
ﬂups decifion on our condu@. ' And we Wil now,
1f your Lordﬂups pleafe, take a view of our affairs
in the Wcﬂ Indies. AM the iflands theré are re-
flored to us, and in return, we cede St. 1 ucia and
Tobago. S'Lucna beld in fo much eftimation
now, may be tried more fairly by the value fet
upon it at the laft peace. As 1 [aid before, on all
hands it is allowed that was not a humiliating, but
a high and mughty peace for this country. Why,
thcrefore, if this ifland was, as the objeétors pre-
tend, the key-flone that fupported and comme&ed
the arch of all our powcr ini the Leeward Iflands —
Why, I'fay, was not this ifland then retained ? But
I can pfoducc the oplmons of your moft e)tpcnrnc&d
fcamcn on this’ hcad my "Lords, whlch 'vindiéate
that \hnniry as well as ‘the prefent. And I do
thercfote ‘claim the induigence (until my pofition
is controverted by {uperior evidence) to be Believed,
when I affert, that St. Lucia is not of that ‘vaft con-
fequence Tome noble Lords éuld poffefs this Houle
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with the opinion of, in order to depreciate the merits
of the treaty.  With refpef to Tobago, ft is faid,
the ceffion of that ifland will ruin our cetton manu-
facture. Pray let me afk noble Lords, was our
cotton manufaclure a poor one before we poflefled
mat ‘fland ? As no noble Lord rifes to affert the
afﬁrmauve, I will be allowed to ftate it in the ne-
gamc It was not poor then. Why fhould it be
poor now ? We havc Been long in poﬂcﬂion of that

Agreat branch of trade, conl'cqucmly we' can afford

to give a greater price for cotton than any of our

_nclghbours Cotton, therefore, 'be it in the'hands

of friend or foe, will always, your Lordfhips may
be aﬁuted find its way' to our ddor, in ‘preference
to that of thofe who cannot meet ‘it with fuch a

'purfe But I know a few ovcr-groWn monopbllzels

of that artlclc or fome feltith proprietors, ‘would
fee the nation ﬂcepcﬂ in blood, foofer ‘than ‘they
vsould forfclt, by the peacc one farthmg of that
cmolument whlch thcy ufed to make when Tobago
u;u in our hands. Let me comfdrt thefe worthy

' mcn, by tclhng them, that the iflands reftored to us,

contam a valt number of acres, uncultivated, which

. may be appllcd to the growth of this fo much covet-
ql commodny But let it be' remembered, that we
"haye kzpt Dommlque—an illand’ as valuable to this

country, if not more f6,"than St. Lucia, if’ conli-
dcrcd as a Placc ‘of obfervation and ftrength.

' have it on the authority of a noble Adrhiral, whofc

canqucﬂs in the Weft-Indies have been ditinguifhed
*G a2 by
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by laurels that will bloom for ever. \t/c will now,
my Lords, proceed to the examination\of the ob-.
jettions againft the part of the French tyeaty that
relpe@ts our affairs on the coaft of Africa/| Senegal
is given up, and the gum trade is therefofe loft. Is
that inference juft > Is not the faith of France en.

\,

gaged for our having a fair fhare of that “trade.

More than a fbare we never were in poffeffion of:
But what tie is this fame jaitb 2 It will be afked,
What tie? Why as ftrong a tie, as all men of reflec-
tion mult know every parchment tie is between rival
pations.~——Only to be obferved while intereft or con-
venience opliges, The ties of nations no man can
be fo wretchedly verfed in hiftory, or fo miferably
deficient in obfervation, as to place upon the parallel
with thofe which are binding upon individuals ; but
on enquiry your Lordthips will find, that Senegal,
which we haye given up, is not fo favourably
fituated for trade as Senegambia, which we have
kept. The former has a bar dangerous to fhipping;
an inconvenience which the other is freg from. In a
word, by this article of the treaty, inflead of lofing

any thing, we fecurg (as much as we gver had lecured) .

a fhare in the gum trade, and we are not under the
neceffity we formerly were, of making that coalt 3
grave for qur fellow fubjeéts, thoufands of whom
were anpually deyoted to deftruflion from the un-
healthinefs of that climate, by means of our jealouly,

which fent them there to watch an article of trade,
which
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sow, which in vain we endeavoured to monopolize. I
ob- muft now, my Lords, call your attention to what
that concerns the part of the treaty refpefling the Eaft. -
regal Indies. Here Miniftry are afked, why they reftored
Is Pondicherry to the Frepch ? and why they gave
: ens ) permiffion to them to rn a ditch round Chandena.-
fade. gore. Two cogent Teafons can be given for this
m of: condu@ ? The firft is the unwillingnefs, and the
fked, inability of this country, to profecute the war; and
eflec- the other is, the diftraéted Rate of the Britifh domi- s
rival nions in that part of the world. Your Lordthips d
' con- muft foor: be fully acquainted with the whole of the ,1
n can melancholy truth I only glance at on this occafion. J
srably My Lords, by the laft accounts from thence, the H,
arallel troops were declared to be four months unpajd, and ‘
; but of courfe upon the eve of a mutiny. Nay, in fuch i
negal, miferable fituation were the affairs of the Eaft ”
arably India Company in ‘that quarter, that they were ,;
have obliged to mortgage their commodities to wealthy i ¢
oping ; individuals, who would not (fo reduced is the credit i
, Ina of the Company in that quarter of the globe) take ' {
lofing their {olemn affurance for the faithful dilpofal of the |
cured). flock at the Eaft.India fales here, but employed f
der the agents to fee the bufinefs more fecurely tranfatied. i}'
coaft 3 Do your Lordfhips know that there are one million ,
whom four hundred thoufand pounds of thefe draughts yet it
the un- unpaid ? that there are two hundred and forty thou- ‘
raloufy, ~ fand ‘pounds more coming home? And that your
! trade, 1ordfhips may form fome eftimate of the extrava-
wbiéb gance of the ufury at which the Company were
: . obliged
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ebliged to borrow from thefe peopic, when fome of
the very agents employed by thole ufurers, have

swentythou(and pounds a year commillion for their acy
trouble. _ Is it neceflary, my Lords, to fay a word goc
meore for the neceflity of conceding thefe, matters to int
the French, who were at the very moment forminé mo
allmnces with Hyder Ally, pur moft formidable. and had
inveterate_gnemy, to drive us entirely ouy of the kee
country? Qur old fee, Monfieur de Bufly, in the as 1
decline of life, almofl. at the age of gighty, leaving the
France purpolely to form alliances.—And what bave bets
we to withfland their force when formed? Will un- fhip
paid troops fight, think you 7 Byt fay that i wns'poﬂi- refe
ble 1o expett fuch diboterelled condul from a com- con
mon foldiery, will, or rather can famifhed trogps fight. clud
‘Our account about the fame time tclls us, that our of ¢
forces fgnt out againl Hyder Ally, were in daily neg
dread of being ftarved so death! . What fland could extr
an army of infantry fon we had. no horfe) mak;c cry
againit that poteot prince, and his pumeyqus, well, ‘ don
appointed, formdable cavalry 2 Nome.. They woq;gd fole
be as chaff belore the wind. Do your Lordfhips inde
kuow too, that all hopes of peace with the Mahrattas for
~are fruftrated——that we have been deceived by idic (not
f‘« fories of . applications being made to men of power is
< m the Mahratta States, who promiled to exert their * don
Jefluence, 'but it was found, that they had no ip- : witl
fluence upon earth 2 While, therefore, the French the
Court: were ignarant .of the fad «copdition of our {car
affairs 1n that quanter, while they were as yet un- taxc
acquainted hun
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acquainted with the refult of Monfieur de Buffy’s ne-
gociation with the Indian Powers, was it not prudent
in the Britith Minillry to concede, as they did at that
moment, when there was a probability that they
had conceded what was no longer in their power to
keep ? I have now, faid his Lordfhip, gone, as well
as my memory ferves me, through the detail of all
the objetions which have been made to the treaty
between' us and France; and, I truft, your Lord-
fhips fee, from the falts to which I have all along
referred you, the neceflity and the policy of our
conduét in this particular. Let me, before I con-
clude, call to your Lord(hips minds the general ftate
of this country, at the period in which the pacific
negociations were fet on foot. Were we not at the

extremity of diftrefs? Did:not the boldeft of us

cry out for peact ? 'Was not the obje&t of the war
done ? Was not the independence of Amenca
folemnly recognized by Parliament? Could that
independenice be - afterwards made a ' flipulaton
for the reftoration of tranquility? On an entire
(not a partial) view of our affairs ag thet time,
is there any honeRt fenfible man in the king-
dom, that will not fay the powerful confederacy
with whom we had then to contend, had

~ the moft decided fuperiority over us? Had we

fcarce one taxable article ythat was not . already
tixed te the utmoft extent? —Were' we not one

hundred aand ninety-feven millions in debt? and:

had we not the enormous fum of twenty five
. mllions
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millions unfunded ?—our navy bills bearing an
enormous dilcount—our public credit beginning
to totter—our refources confeffedly at an end—
our commerce day by day becoming worfe—our
army reduced, and in want of thirty-thoufand
men to make up its eftablifhments—our navy,
which has been made fo much the boaft of fome
men, in fuch a ¢ondition, that the noble Vifcount,
now at the head of the profeflion, in giving a
defcription of it, ftrove to conceal its weaknefs,
by fpeaking low, as if he withed to keep it
from going abroad into the world. But 1n fuch a
day as this it muft be told—their Lordfhips’ muft
- be told what were the difficulties which the King's
Minifters had to encounter with in the courfe of
the laft campaign. Your Lordfhips muft be told
how many fleeplefs nights I have {pent—how
many weary hours of watching and diftrefs. What
have been my anxieties for New-York! What
bave I fuffered from the apprehenfion of an attack
on that garrifon, which, if attacked, muft have
fallen! What have I fuffered from the apprehen-
fion of an attack on Nova Scotia or Newfoundland !
The tolly, or the want of enterprize, of our enemies
alone proteéted thofe places; for, had they gone
there inltead of Hudfon’s Bay, they muft have
fallen. What have I fuffered for the Weft-Indies,
where, with 4ll our fuperiority of navy, we were
not able to unticrtake one active or offenfive mea-

fure for waot of troops; and where, if an atack
7 had
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had been made where it was meditated, we were
liable to lofe our moft valuable poffeMions! How
many {leeplefs nights have I not fuffered for our
poffeffions in the Eaft Indies, where our diftrefles
were undefcribable! How many fleeplefs nights
did I not fuffer on account of our campaign in
Europe, where, with all our boafted navy, we had
only one fleet with which to accomplifh various
obje@ts! That navy, he was fair to own, was well
conducted. Its detichment to the North Seas, to
intimidate the Dutch, was a happy and a feafon-
able ftroke; but the falvation of the Baltic fleet
was not all to be afcribed to ability—accident con-
tributed to that event—accident contributed to
more than one article of our naval triumphs. How
many of our fhips wefe unclean? The noble
Vifcount has told us the cafe of the fleet with
which he was fent to the relief of Gibraltar. He
could hardly venture to fwim home in the Victory.
How many of our thips were in fact undermanned ?
Did the Houfe know this? Did they know that
our naval fores were exhaufted—that our cordags
was rotten—that our magazines were in a very
low condition—and that- we had no profpe& of our
navy heiné much better in the next campaign than
it was in ‘the prefent. [The noble Earl, during
all thefe queries, directed his eyes to Lord Keppel,
until the noble Admiral called him to order.] Do
the Houfe know all this? The noble Lord is
offended at my dire&ing myfelf to him; I have no
: '; idea
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idea of imputing blame to the noble Vifcount.
His abilities are unqueftioned; but when the
greatnefs of the navy is made not only a boaft,
but an argument, it is fair to examine the fact.
Are not thefe things fo? and are not thele things
to be confidered, weighed, and taken into the
account, before Minifters are condemned for
giving peace to the country ? Let the man who
will an{wer me thefe queftions fairly, tell me how,
in fuch circumftances, he would make a“peace,
before he lets his tongue loofe againft thofe
treaties, the ratification of which has caufed [for
myfclf at leaft I will Tpc-.xk, and I believe }' may
allo anfwer for my colleagues) fo many “anxious
days and fleeple's nights. It is ealy for any
bungler to pull down the faireft fabric, but is
that a reafon, my Lords, he fhould cenfure the
fkill of the architeét who reared it. But I fear
{ trefpafs, my Lords, on your paii:nce too long.
The fubjeét was near my heart, and you will par-
don me, if T have been carneft in laying before
your Lordfhips our embarrafiments, our difficul-
ties, our views, and our realons for what we have
done. -1 fubmit them to you with confidence, and
rely on the noblenefs of your natures, that in
)udglnw of men who have hazarded fo much for
their country, you will not be guided by prejudice,
nor influenced by party.
Lord Vifcount Kerpe! made a fort reply o the

noble Lord, in the coutle of which he faid, that
he
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he had not been invited to be prefent when the
opinions of Admiral Edwards, and the other offi-
cers, had been afked on the Newfoundland fifhery,
otherwife he might have given his opinion of what
had been faid. In refpett to what the noble Lord
had thrown out with regard to the flate of the
navy, and the embarraflments and accidents of the
laft campaign, he was not folicitous of the noble
Earl’s praife, and he was not much hurt at his in-
finuation—he would abide by what he had faid—

' the navy of England was not only in a flourifh-
ing, but a vigorous ftate; and- we had the hap-.

pielt profpeéts before us for the next campaign.
The Duke of Richmond faid the peace was no
peace of his; he could find a hundred faults with
it ; and as to Gibraltar, his Grace did not well un-
derftand the noble Lord when he threw out, that
no one had ever [aid, that it might not be given
up in certain cafes. His Grace thought, that their
Lordfhips ough‘ neceflarily to have the treaty
with the Dutch laid before them, before they came
to any determination on the Preliminary Articles ;
and he begged to know from the noble Earl,
whether the rumour was true, that the important
bay and fettlement of Trincomale was to be
given up.
- . The Earl of Shelburne difclaimed any difrefpeét
toward Lord Keppel, and with relpe& to Gibral-
tar, he again infilted upon it, that it had been
aid, that it might not be given up in fuch and fuch

) *H2 inftances.
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mftances.  His Lordlhip faid it was mo fecret,
what the treaty would be with Holland. The
Cape of Good Hope was to be ceded to the
Dutch, and Trincomale was allo to be given up.
Lord Loughborough, in a long and moft elegant
fpeech, reprobated the articles of pacification, and
ftrongly fupported the propofed amendment. His
Lordfhip expatiated on the prefent flate of the
country, compared the accounts given him of it
by a noble Lord, who had lately relinquilhed the
{operintendence of the naval department, and of
the noble Vifcount, his great and illuftrious friend,
(to whofe profeflional judgment he paid the
higheft refpet) who now occupied his place.
Their fatements, he faid, of the comparative
firength of this country were different. Still,
bowever, from their colle@ed details, the naval
confequence of this nation was obviou(ly deducible
~In fuch circumflances, what terms of pacifica-
tion were realonably to be expefied? He had
heard, on former occafions, the military force of
this country leflened both in refpeét to its real
importance and numbers. He had been told that
our army was an army that only exifted on paper,
and that though rated at 100,000 troops, its com~
ponent parts did not amount to near that guantity
of men. He had been careful to invefligate this
circumflance, and by the afliftance of an ingeni-
ous, a well-informed, and accurate military friend,
be had found that its number, in fa&t, amounted
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ret, t 92,000 ¢ffetive men. However perfons, there-
“he fore, might affect the look and language of del-
the pondency on particular occafions, however they

might mif-Rate falls to give force to argument, or
ant however profeflional men might differ in fenti-
nd ment with refpe&t to the real ftate of the firlt ob-
His je@s of national concern, he thought himfelf au-
the thorized to fay that our condition was refpeQable,
f it and that we had every reafon to afk or to demand
the equal and honourable terms of peace. Had our
| of conduét however been fuitable to fuch ideas?
od, Had we alted agreeable to our dignity as' a na-
the tion? Did not our fituation entitle us to honour-
Ice. able terms of capitulation ? But bad we not pufi-
ive lanimoulfly fupplicated ? And great as our refources
till, were, high as the re-animated {pirit of the nation
wal was, had we not balely {urrendered to the enemy
ble at difcretion ? Look at the articles before you,
- (continyed his Lordfhip) and you will find no-
nad thing in them but conceffion, conceffion from begin-
of ning to end. They affet, indeed, to hold out a
eal reciprocity of intereft to the capitulating parties ;
hat but in what is this fpecious appearance founded ?
¥er, As there one mutual advantage which we now re.
ym- ccive, or cam ever hope to derive from the treaty
lity before you. Even the peace you have fupplicated
this and obtained, when properly examined, will be
*Di- found to communicate no fubftantial good to this
0d, country, to be fhadowy in its nature, and even to

contain, in its firlt prinaples, the “ prolific feeds of
\ “difcord,”
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“ diftord,” which muft fhoitly break out mto
open hottility and war. The prefent ceflation of
arms is, in falt, no peace. Itis only a temporary
furrender of arms, which will fhortly be refumed ;
and if it ferve any purpofeqat all, it is fuch as
my noble friend (Lord Howe) has defcribed it to
be; 1t gives us a * breathing time” to prepare
ourfelves for returning with a renewed alacrity to
the charge: Nor is this treaty only unfafe in its
mature, and deftitute of that fecurity which is the
object of every well condufted fyllem of general
pacification ; the principle on which the noble
Lord employed in the formation of it has pro-
ceded, is to me the moft exceptionable that could
be ftated. The noble Loid has enlarged upon the
extenfive views, liberal principle, and honelt re-
nunciation of privilege, on which he has eflablifhed
his fyftem of general pacificaion. He entertains
the moft flattering prolpeéts of mutual advantage:
to America and this country, from thefe magnani-
mous conceptions and generous donations. He
dfcards the idea of imonopoly, which has railed
this country to an unrivalled pitch of fplendour,
and throws himfelf on the generofity of a diftant
and independent nation. But om what grounds
does the noble Lord found his Utopian fyftem ?
From what experiences, from what hiftories. does
" he detive thole fond hopes of mutual and {ubftan-
tal connexion, of immenfe ad\'amlagc, of pro-
htable commerce, v.ith a flate we have endea-

voured
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vourcd in vain to conqucr, and have been compel-
led to declare free ? Have fuch maxims as thefe
raifed this country to its former height and glory?
And is not the adopting them, in fatt, exchang-
ing thofe wife principles, which animated and
condutted our forefathers, for a fyltem of new-
fangled maxims, unfafe in their nature, untried,
and dangerous in their complicated operations.—
Nor does any principle, but that of the molt prodigal
and gratuitous conceflion, {eem to have animated
the noble Lord in conduéting the treaty of peace.—
As a [acrifice to this favourite inclination, he has
Tefigned immenle ternitory in the ealt, and in the
welt, ceded iflands, and evacuated fortrefles with-
out equivalent ; relinquifhing the cer:ainties of im-
mediate advantage for the fond and fhadowy
profpeéts of future commerce and aggrandizement.
Need I go over thefe grounds of argument which
have already been fo ably explained to your Lorc-

ips, as-an illultration of my pofition on this fub-
je&? Need I dire@ your attention to that im-
menfe ceffion of empire which has been made in
Canada, and to thole importan@military fortreflcs
which you have found from experience to be fo
advantageous. in cartying on your wars in thofe
parts of the globe, which were your own by right,
and which you had purchafed by blood.—1 do not

{peak of renouncing claims which you could not

vindicate, or relinquithing privileges which you
could not aflert; and unable to redéem a con-
quered
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( 64 ) lardy, t
quered country, which was once yours, ought you inimic:
not farely to have rétained thole poffeffions which race.—
the fortune of war had rendered your own? You Nor
have evacuated Charles-Town, a place which I this tre
have been wel informed, by a letter I have feen countr)
from that brave, allive, and ingenious officer enemie
Major Moncrieff, was as impreghable as Gibraltar the mi
and you have given away St. Lucia, "the moft im- fuch ar
portant ifland you had captured in the Weft-Indiés, rence.-
to the French.—Upon what principles thefe cef- tettion
fions can be explained; except that of the moft accoun

_ benevolent Quixotifm, I am at a lofs to divine.— and di
W The uri poffidetis has in all treaties ‘and in all de- recomm
fcriptions of right been acknowledged a fafe and pru- whole
dent maxim.— Here it feems abandoned and re- Telatigy
probated.— But thefe are not the only concel- in the
fions which have been made, the only rights which are the
§have been abandoned. In relinquithing thofe ter- fon to
., nitories which belonged to the Britith empire, folemn preflur
treaties have not only been violatc’d, but alfo the queft,
- religious principles of thofe fubjets who fave been friend:
betrayed, have been wantonly abandoned. —In’ the mc
Roman Catholic countries little or no toleration i declarc
is given to the exercife of the Proteftant reli. point |
gion.—Yet by the treaty on your table the free- mity |
dom and religious privileges of faithful fubje@s are happy
refigned into the hands of intolerant religionifts, . him to
without flipulation or provifion.—1 call on your Briton
Lordfhips in’general, and upon fome of you on rec
(pointing to the bench of Biﬂok\s) moie particu-
larly,
p ‘ | \ /
—




( 65 )

larly, to fay, whether you can approve a treaty fo
inimical to the religious toleration of the bum

race,—
Nor are thefe the blackeft horrors which mag\
this treaty.~—It abandons the loyal friends of thi§"

country.—It leaves them to the mercy of their
enemies.—Is there flill a remnant of generofity in
the mind of Britons, and fhall they not reprobate
fuch an a&t of the foulelt defertion with abbor
rence.—Tothefe unfortunate men you promifed pro-

tectione—They have relinquifhed their all on your

account, and as a recompence for their heroifm

‘and difinterefted condu@, you repay them by a
recommendation—~To whom ? to thofe very perfons .

whole hands are reeking with the blood of their
relatigns and friends.—]n the hiftory of treaties,
in the annals of pations, or of the human fpecies,
are there fuch inftances of ingratitude and of trea-

fon to mankind.—The Catalonians, even under the,

preflure of Spanifh bondage and of Spanifh con.
queft, fecured to themfelves the protection of their
friends.—Francis the Firft, after having received
the moft fignal defeat in the hiftory of monarchs,
declared, he had loft all put bis bomowr. On this
point hie was invincible, and it was the magnanie,
mity of this exalted fentiment which in a more
happy moment relieved his fortunes, and railed
him to his former glory.—By the treaty before you
Britons have laft their honour, and it will remain
on record as an awful teftimony, not only of the

' *] treachery
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treachery of this nation, but alfo of the bafenefs of
human race.

His Lordfhip concluded with obferving, that
the conceffions which had been made, and the ter-
ritories that had been given away, were in virtue of
his Majefty’s prerogative.—He confidered this as
a dangerous-and unconftitutional exertion of this
principle.—He was too much fatigued to go into
a difcuffion of this fubje&t, but afferted, that it was
his deliberate opinion, that Majelty was invefted
with no fuch unlimited power, that he would fup-
port his judgment and principles, by precedent
as well as by the beft authors, and he wonld meet
the queltion whenever their Lordfhips plealed.

The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and made
a long and moft able anfwer to the noble and
learned Lord who had juft fat down. He could
claim to hin'xfelf, he faid, no part of the attention
of the Houfe on the grounds of eloquence and ora-
tory. - The™ belonged peculiarily to the noblc
Lord who had fo long and fo ably endeavoured to
falcinate their Lordfhips, and whofe fkill and ady
drefs in managing the paflions of his audftors was
not to be equalled, and by a man of plamr-mean-
ing, and fober underftanding, whofe only\wifh
was to difcriminate between truth ahd fition, fuch
as he was, not to be coveted. All e gay chis
meras of a fertile imagination had béen addyped ;
and he had ro ‘objeétion to fee noble [-ords indulge
tbemfelves in the dilplay of theit talents for the in-
ventive ; but he did obje& to their preffing thew

. eﬁn{éN
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chimeras into a folemn debate, and fubflituting
them for argument and reafon. The noble and
learned Lord would forgive him for treating what
he had faid lightly, as he profefled, upon his ho-

nour, that his phin and narrow conception did
* not reach his meaning. He had thought proper to

pledge himfelf to bring before their Lord(hips the
proof, that the prerogative of the crown did not
reach fo far, as to warrant the alienation of ter-
@ ritories, in the making of peace, which had not
. been acquired by conqueft during the war. If this
doftrine was true, he fhould confider himfelf as
ftrangely ignorant of the conlflitution of his coun-
try, for till the prefent day of novelty and miracle,
he had never heard that fuch a doftrine exifted.
He fancied, however, that the noble and learned
Lord had thrown down the gauntlet on this fub-
je&, more from knight errantry than patriotifm,
and that he was more inclined to fhew the Houfe
what powers of declamation he po@c(fed in the fup-
port of hypothetical propofitions, than anxious to

executive branch of our Government,unqueftioned,
as to its utility, and much lefs as to its exiftence.
He was the more convinced of this, when he heard
. the lources mentioned from which the noble Lord
chofe to draw his teftimonies and arguments. One
would have thought, that when a great, experienc-
ed, and juflly eminent lawyer hazarded an opinion
refpecting a mall impartant point of the conftitu-

*1 2 tion

define, or to confine a power wifely vefted in the *
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tion of this country, that he would think it ne-
ceflary to produce proofs from the records and

authorities of the State, or that at leaft he would

fhew, that the common opinion and conlent 6f men
went with him ; but inftead of this, the noble and
learned Lord reforted to ‘the - lucubrations and
fancies of 'foreign writers, and gravely referred
their Lordfhips to Swifs authors for an ex-
(planation of the prerogative of the Bﬂmim Crown,
He, - for This own part, @ejeted all books ' on
thé paint before them.” However full of inge-
nuity or fpeculation, Mr. Vatell, and Mr. Puffen-
dorf might be on the droits des gens, and other '
points, which neither were nor could be fixed by
any folid and permanent rulg) he denied their
authority~~he exploded their eVidence, when they
- were brought to explain to him what was, and
what was not the prerogative of the Britith Crown,
Having thought it neceflary to fay juft fo much,
as to his way'of judging on the queftion, he would
inform the noble and learned Lord, that he accept-
ed of hig challenge—he was prepared to meet him,
and to combat the queftion, not, however, ‘with the
weapons which the noble and learned Lprd had -
ufed on that night, of vague declamation, and
oratorial flourithes—thefe he contentedly left with
all the plandits which they were calculated, ‘and,
perbaps, intended to gain—but with yndecorated
fenle, and fimple argument. It was, in his opi-
nion, mare yleful to ftick to that rule of reafoning
and
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md dedufion by which the mind was taught, that
two and two make four, than to fuffer their under-
ftandings to be warped, and their eyes to be blinded
by the fathionable logic which delighted in'words,

ard which ftrove rather to confound what ‘was™

plain, than to unravel what was intricate.

But the queftion immediately before the Houfe
was, whether their Lordﬂnps thould agree to ap-
proach the Throne with an addrefs’ of “thanks, for
the peace which had been concluded fairly, honeft-
ly, finply “approving ‘of that peace—or whether
they thould approach the Throne with an addrefs
of thanks for the peace, and at the famé time dil-
approve of, cenfure,®nd condemn that peace.—
This was precifély the queftion ;/ and he begged to
alk their Lordfhips, roundly and- fairly, whether
the bare ftatement of the queftion did not manifeflt

its abfurdity ? What, to thank his Majefty for a

thing of which they difapproved—to thank his
Majefty for a peace, which, at the fame time, they
declared to be * inadequate to their. juft expecta-
¢ tions, inconfiftent with the relative fituation of
“ the Belligerent' Powers, and ‘derogatory to the

“ honour and dignity of the empire/” He defired -

to know, when this propofition was divefted of all
its drefs and ornament, if it did not appear to
them very inconfiftént with the dighity of that
Houfe, who were to prefent the addrefs, and of
the Crown, who was to receive it. But, he faid,
it was thus-artfully "worded, for reafons which it

was
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was hot difficult to difcover ; but he thought it urd- w
worthy of their Lordfhips to do that by a fide- - bi
wind, which if they thought fit to do, it became cc
the noblenefs of their natures o do openly. If eV
they thought the King's Minifters deferved cenfure ot

for the peace which they had concluded, why not g
inflié their cenfure in that way, which alone could it
make that cenfure a punithment; in d fair, manly, - o
and dire&t manner, fuch as became the: iugb cha- éri
rafter of that Haule. ; n

The noble and learned Lord tbeu came (0 en-
quire whather the peace, which had been conclud- n
ed, was, under all the ciscurftances of our fitua-
tion, fuch as their Lordfhips ought in fairnefs to
cenfure.  In doing this, he enumerated the various -
particulars which had been adduced in the debate,
and contended, that the articles were not fubjeét In
to the fevere objeflions which had been made
agamft them. He could not forget the anxiety
ner the language of noble Lords, whao, but a few,
very few manths ago, were the moft eager and
clamaurous for peace. When thofe perfops ap- -
prehended, that the dificuli talk of making peace
would fall upon themlclves, then our condition
was: paitted in all, and, perbaps, in more than its
rcal gloom—and their Lordfhips were depreffed
and tortured with the accounts which were given
of our pavy, and our relources. Then any peace,
it'was declared, would be a good one. A peace
for a year even—nay, for a month—far a day

was

tic

iny

we
tel

.



(7]

was coveted—Any thing that would jnft give us
breathing time, and ferve to break thggdangerous
confederacy ageinft us—would be a profperous
event. But when the grievous tafk was fhifed to
others—how did the language differ. The navy
grew as it were by magic.—The refources of the
ftate became immenle.— The condition of the
country flourithing ;—and the Miniflry were to be
s¢ried by the ftri€telt and moft rigid law. The
noble Lord dwelt on this glaring inconfiftency for
fome time, and concluded a long and moft inge-
nious fpeech, with a high commendation of the
Addrefs, and the molt diret cenfure of the pro-
pofed Amendment.

The Earl of Carlifle thought it neceffary to fhew
that there was no ground for the imputed ablurdity
in the motion as amended.  They were to thank his
Majefty —for what >—For the communication of the
Preliminary Articles of Peace—they were to hold
that peace facred becaule concluded—but they
were with the manlinefls which became them, to
declare that it was inconfiftent with their expeQta-
tions, and deregatory to the honour and dignity of
the empire. In all this he could not perceive any
thing ab'urd.

Earl Gower concluded the debate, with declar-
ing his opinion fhortly, that the peace did not
come up to his expeltations. He thought we
were entitled, from our condition, to better
terms ; but he did not think himfelf at liberty to

reprobate
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reprobate it in the fevere terms of the amendment.
He was therefore in a ftrange predicament—he
could neither vote for the addrefs nor againftit;

and he fhould therefore withdraw.
It being near half paft four o'clock in the
.. morning, the Houle divided on the queftion—that
. the words propofed to be omitted ftand part of

the addref(s. :
Contents, —~ .69 ' Not contents, — 55

Proxies == 3  Proxies — — 4
o -
o 59

Majority for the Addrefs 13.

There were in' the Houle at one time of the
day 145 Peers, which is a greater number than
has been known on any queftion duringthe pre-

' fcnt I'eign.




