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Canadian Artizans Have Not a Fair Share

of tlie Good Times.

Expansion of Trade is not Making Them Rich-

The High Cost of Living—Government's

Injustice.

The gre«.t questions that naturally come into

the minds of workingmen, mechanics, labourers

'are these:

While the enormous prosperity of the whole

world during the past three years, after seven

years of depression, has given some prosperity

to Canada, have the wage and salary earners

got anything like a share of the prosperity?

Are wages as high as they might fairly be?

It is contended by the Conservatives that the

unsettling trade poliey of the Liberals, the giving

away for nothing of a preferential tariff to the

muiufactnrers of Manchester and Birmiiii^uan.

has virtually taken the bread out of th(

of Canada's working m^i and women.
If the Conservatives were in power to-day in

Canada, the manufacHirers would kno* -wtoftt to
expect. The market here would not be given
avay to fill the mouths of people who do not
work in Canada. In other words, if the Conser-
ktirefl had been in power in Cacada the iftanu-

factureri would have lieeii able to ifirt to tlit

workingmen a share of the world's boom.

And while the wM-kingmen have thus bean

handicapped by the Laurier Government thair

living expenses have been increased almost in

every case by the folly of tht Lauiisr GoT«ni-

ment.

Coal oil is dearer by 92 per cent.

Sugar is dearer by 30 per cent.

Paints ai« dearer by 30 per cent.

Thread is dearer by 2S per cent.

Gray Cobton is dearer by 10 to IS per oent.

Bkidlied OotUm is dearer by 10 to IS par eaat.

. Coloured Oottoii im dearer by 10 to IS per cant.

StooldnffB axe dearer by 10 to IS per eovt.

tiama ue dearer by 10 to IS per eent.

Boots and dioes are dearer by IS to 25]

Cloihiiig la dearer by IS per oent.

Vfm Paper is deafer by 10 per 9m^
Ftiniiturs is dearar by 10 per eesk.

8t9f(«» aw deuerV M per elni

/
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Tinware is dearer by 25 per cent.

Common Crockery is dearer by 25 per cent.

Common Glassware is dearer by 25 per cent.

Bed Ticking is dearer by 12 per cent.

Gray Flannel is dearer by 10 per cent.

Brooms are dearer by 40 per cent.

The past four years are pictured as Canadn'%

great growing time by the Liberal press and

Liberal oratorsj as a period when the land

flowed with milk and honey, when wages were

high, work plentiful and the people prospered.

Let us examine the matter.

CKEDIT TO WHOM CREDIT IS DUE.
'v.

The great development of the coal industry

in Cape Breton and the boom in the Sault Ste.

Marie district are pointed to as illustrations

of prosperity.

The development of the Cape Breton coal

mines commenced years ago, and the Whitney

Syndicate, so-called, Avas in full operation under

the beneficent encouragemient of the National

Policy, before the Liberal party was ia power

at Ottawa. The development of the iron and

st?«l industry here was also due to the National

Policy, and wojpk now in progress at Sydney

would be stopped at once if the Liberal Govern-

ment carried out their pledges to eliminate every

vestige of protection from the tariff. The bustle

at Sault Ste. Marie is due to the fact that the

late Government constructed a splendid new

canal there, completed and in operation before

they left office.

. But let us look, into the general state of the

country during the past four years. It is true

that the Trade and Commerce returns show that

the Dominion imported for home consumption

$44,085,298 more value of goods in 1899, the last

full year for which returns are published, than

in 1896; that in 1899 the value of Canada produce

exported was $27,652,987 more than in 1896. .

Where did this money go? Not into the

pockets of the workingmen' of Canada.

The increase in value of imports simply means,

not that our people were able to purchase a

greatly increased quantity of foreign goods, but

tiiat we had to pay a much larger price for what

yn did buy. That the cost of living or ca:.Tying

onbuaineBii was just about increased to that ex-

tent among those who used imported goods of

any kind.

So far as the ezporta toe concerned, the

foreign- -price of some of' the articleB of export

were ennanced, and this makes the shotring a fair

one, though the rate of increase ia disappoint'

ingly mnall, being out of all proportion to tli«

growth of the trade in the countries we deal

with.

As far as the workingmen were CQUcerned, it

will be found that the export of manufactured

goods was only $2,341,323 mere than in 1896,

when the world was just recovering from a* de-

pression that was one of the longest and most

wide-spread the world had efer suffered from.

Why, during the last year of the late

Government's term, when this depression was in

full blast, and prices were so low, tSe exports

of manufactures showed an increaee of over a

million and a half above the previous year. Had

this rate been maintained the increase would

have been double what it actually has been,

CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS.

But can any statistics prove to the working

I'eople of Canada that the reign of the present

Government has made them rich—that is, the

workingmen, not the Government?

Is the cost of living loss? Do you get higher

wages? Do you need tables of figures to show

you that you have to pay more for what you

eat, drinlv and wear than you did when the late

Government were in power?

Let each householder look into the facts for

himself and ask his wife about the household

expenses. Tlie few who have been fortunate

enough to get any increase of wages or any more

work have found the increase more than eaten

up by the enlarged cost of keeping body and

soul together.

Ltit Q}erks and labourers, barbers, driT«n»

mechanics and artisans ask themselves and aak

each other how much more they are earning

than in 1896.

Are plumbers and steamfitters receiving very

much greater employment at higher wages than

they were four years ago? Or is it not a fact that

many places have to put their men on short time

owing to lack of orders?

Go into the rolling mills, and such iron and

steel working industries, which were so especially

encouraged by the late Government, is the. hum
of prosperity upon them? Or ia it not a fact that

some have had periods of idleness, that some are

now talking about closing down, and when they

re-open, if they do, will only run with a small

staff, owing to lack of orders?

Ask the machine shop men if work and wagtt

are not actually getting less. If they do not know
instances where the decline in wages and in*

crease in cost of living have not compelled people

'X
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to draw their savings out of tlie bank to liolp ek«

out a livingr

Do not pSttem-makers have ^ perform more

work for the same, or even less, wages than they

formerly received? Is not the same true of the

engineers, the boiler-makers and many other

trades?

Do the bricklayers not find work very uncerr

tain and wages no higher? Is it not a fact that

they practically do not manage to get more than

six months^-work in a year now?

Has the increased cost of living made the vari-

ous mechanics named, and many others that

might be named, feel happier, better, more con-

tented with their lot in life and their homes in

this country?

Has the policy of the present Government

made the past four years "a growing time," "the

time of the full pocket"? Has it made the work-

ing men rich?

Has it helped the poor people, the working

people, the clerks and smaller householders, in

th'? towns and cities, any more than it has the

farmers in the country to have to pay 10 cents

a gallon more for coaLjoil- than they did four

years ago? We have to thank the present Gov-

ernment for enabling the huge Standard Oil

monopoly to get their feet in, &n^ we therefore

have to stand by and patiently eee our oil wells

pass into their hands or under their control, and

the price of oil made 25 cents a gallon to us,

when it formerly was 15 cents, and is now sold

in the United States for 10 cents.

INJUSTICE TO THE WORKMEN.
The present Government have openly admit-

ted and practiced the policy of treating the work-

ing man—that is, the labourer—as a heinz

worthy less consideration than those in other

walks of life. For instance. Sir Wilfrid Laurier,

in the second session of the present Parliament,

said: "We announced on the floor of Parlia-

ment last session that no member of the civil

service, whether of the inside or the outside,

would be dismissed except for cause. We de-

clared that every man againett whom a charge

was brought would have an opportunity of de-

fending himself before a court of enquilliy. . . .

What we have done and are doing we shall con-

tinue to do. We sihall dismiss no man except

for cause, every charge shall be investigated and

justice be done."

Three weeks later, Hon. Mr. Blair, the Min-

liter of Railwajra and Canals, announced in Par-

liament that >* would not be bound by it in the

oMe of ordinary mech«ai«i and labouren. H«

had discharged such from the employ of the

Government railway, without any en«iuiry, and

said: "I have not felt that I was called upon

to enter into very elabomte enquiries as te

whether a workman on this system had been

guilty—to have it proved by formal evidence at

all events to me—that a man bed been guil^ ol

any political offence in order te entitle him to

be dismissed," In the case of other men there

must be something proved, but in the case of an

ordinary mechanic or labourer, the complaint of

a member of Parliament supporting the Govern-

ment was all that was conadered nsfcessary.

Is employment not as dear to a labouring

man as to any one else? Is he any leas entitled

to a fair hearing before bdng dismissed, because

he perhaps will be less able to bear the effect

of losing his employment? Is the labourer to

be reduced to the level of a slave, who can be

dismisied by his employer at his own sweet will

without any reason being given? Is this the

kind of example the Government of Canada

should set to other employers of labour?

The example set by Mr. Blair was followed

by Mr. Tarte, in the Public Works; Mr. Sifton,

in the Interior; Mr. Mnlcrck, Postmaster-General;

Mr. Paterson, Minister of Customs—all going to

show that the Government had deliberately de-

cided that a labourer was not entitled to the

same consideration given, other men.

Now that there is an. election in the wind,

we are told how great an" affection the Laurier

Government has for the workingmen of Canada.

The interest is of very rtwent date. How have

they legiflhited for the working-man, and how

have they carried out legisla^tion affecting the

workingman?

A CASS IN POINT.

In the first session of the present Parliament

a bona-fide Alien Labour bill was introduced by

Mr. Taylor, of South Leeds. It was the exact

counterpart of the law which the United States

applies so aggravatingly to Canadian workingmen

venturing within its jurisdiction. To snatch the

credit from Mr. Taylor, who had exerted himself

for years in the workingman's behalf, another

bill was introduced in the name of Mr. Cowan,

the Liberal member for South Essex. In the

hands of the Govemmenf this latter measure

finally evolved into what to-day goes by the name

of the Canadian Alien Labour Act. By its very

terms its enforcement was restricted. Sir Louis

Daviea would not permit it to come into oper-

ation in the Maritime Provinces, and it was so



dnwB ap M to f«U AMi of that p«ri of 0«ii^».

Its prvrMoM aflotftiat tlio oUwr piffto of Cui-

ada aknook nmilarly lockod it into iBtetioii.

NothiM «o«ld be don* by a priTKto poraooentor.

To got tbo madkinory of tbo law into motion tho

SoHeitor-Goneral bad to be moved. He might

OF might not take action. Hia help could not

be iaTokod unleaa there h^ivened to be in the

locality an agent appointed to reorire complainta

of violatioM of the Uw. There waa an agent

appointed in Toronto. Complaint* were made

to him that foreigner* were being brought in

from the United State* to replaee Canadian

workingmen. Proceedings were begun under the

Aot in certain caaea, but they came to nothing.

In other oaae* it wa* found impo«aibk to initiatt

•otioB. At all event* the law waa practically a

dead letter, the only evidence Aat it had any

life b«ng the amount inserted in the ostimate*

for paying tbe persons holding ofltees under it.

But Sir Wilfrid Laurier thought it not quite

dead onough. He agreed, wbUe in Washingtmi

representing the cotmtry tm the Joint High

Commiseion, to withdraw the law ^Hogether.

So it waa taken out of the way. Thus all we
got from the Act was harder measure for our

own workmen. It never prevented fMeigners

from trooping in here to take the bread out of

the months of our own people, but, being the

sembluice *f a law against Americans, it ex-

asperated our neighbours and made them hardi-

er in the enforcement of their AUea Laboor Aot
against Canadian workinen.

Besides leaving our men nposod to the eem-
petition <^ men whose aervicea were eontraeted

for in a foreign market, tho Goveram«at eat

dowB^ the dutiea of American predoots so aa to

increase the imports from across the line hy
more than $35,000,000 per amaum. Article* pro-
duced by American workmen fok the place of
artidet produced by our ewn workmen.

For many articles required in thr publis mt-
vice, the Government itself went to the United
State* instead of favouring homo labour.

GOVSBNMIIKT WORK FOR AMERICANS.
For leoomoliv«8 for the Intereolonitl Railway

it OMt to . ndkdelphia and orher Ameriean

elti«< lottiAg our Ofwn work* bo doaod vp tn
lack of orders.

Yukon supplies that could have been got from

Canadian manufaetoriea, tho product of Cana-

dian kbour, it pnrehaaed in the United Statoo.

To that country it went for the very Domin-

ion notes that form so important a part of the

money of the country.

Our postage starapa are turned out by a for-

eign concern. Canadian industry and akiU ax«

of little account in tht tij^a of this Qovemment.

Mr. Sifton haa boon paying $0 a head for ahip-

loada of Deukhobon aad Qaliciana, whom he re-

pnmmU te be intending farm wattlers, but who
prove to be needy labourers ready to work here

for wages on whidi a decent Canadian would

starve.

When the Grand Tmnk Railway strike waa

en, the Qovemment eould not be induced to

move a hand to help the men. Hanks, chiefly,

te Mr. B. F. Clarke, a prominent Conservati^,

that strike waa finally brought to an end.

In vain, too, the striking miners in the

Socan besought the Qovemment's intercession,

as did the striking salmon canners on the
Fraaer.

What have Hm repeated appeals of the work-

ingmen of British .Columbia against Chineae la-

bour availed? They got Sir Wilfrid's aacred

premise to practically exclude the Chineae, and
they got an Act which will not atop a single

Mongolian.

Last of the frauds on the workinpnaa is

Mr.' Muloek's Coneiliartion Act. It is evra
omptier than the empty Alien Labour Act. It

creates nothing, devises nothing, but aimiply pw-
mits what waa free to everybody before. Since
it came into force we have had the strike on
the Fraaer, a strike of the railway boiler-makers,

a strike on the Western and Pacific sections of

the C. P. R., a big atriko of coiton mill hands,

and sundry smaller strikea, and the Conciliation

Act had as little effect on th«m aa it had on
the weather.

,
The humbugged, victimised wage-eamer is

asked by the Laurierite to regard as his bene-
factor the Qovemment that has tuua treated him.




