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Sumrnary .i -.

General Overview
From March 16-19, 2000, the United Nations Association in Canada ran an extremely successful
three-day Youth Action Course on the United Nations, Human Security and Human Rights.
Twenty-three youth between the ages of 16 and 18, from a total of sixteen different high schools
in the National Capital Region and beyond, participated in the intense experience. The Course
took place at Merrywood Easter Seal Camp, a picturesque and fully accessible facility near
Smith Falls, Ontario. The Course was offered free of charge to participants, exclusive of travel
costs to and from central Ottawa. The Youth Action Course was developed, coordinated and
facilitated by Ele Pawelski, Human Rights Project Officer, and Steve Mason, Educational
Outreach Project Officer for IJNA-Canada.

Context
The Course was held in the context of the priority status that both the United Nations and Canada
have given human secui-ity and human rights on their international agendas. Moreover, the
Course was feit to be especially timely as the UN Decade for Human Rights Education (1995-
2004) passes through its mid-point. The focus and structure of the Course arose out of the belief
that educating young people on global human rights issues is an important first step ini creating a
generation of concemned, aware and involved citizens engaged in bringing about positive global
change.

Structure
The structure of the Course was a series of interactive workshops on specific topics, each led by
a specialist in the given field. The presenters came from the governiment, NGOs, the RCMP, and
the academic sector. These workshops were complemented by two evening role-play activities in
which the youth were able to explore the realities and potential of international cooperation on
human security and humait rights issues. The final session of the course was devoted to
developing strategies for action to be followed-up on by the youth un their home comm-unities
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Preparation

Initial preparation for the Youth Action Course began in mid-December, upon confirmation of
funding from the Centre for Foreign Policy Development. Preparations focused on the following
areas:

was
*s to

to Ottawa on Sunday. N
Course, and the facility

n Ottawa to the site on Thursday, and from the Camp back
erials and supplies were bought in the week prior to the
and prepared on a preliminary visit to the site by the
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Preparation of Role Play, Model Security Council and other sessions

Preparing for the two extensive evening activities, the Human Rights Field Mission Rote Play

and the Modet Security Council, was the main research componient of the Course. For the

former, research was carried out on the current situation in Mozambique and the rote of the nine

represented organizations and agencies. For the latter, research was undertaken on the structure

and operation of the Security Council, the current situation in Angola, and the potitical position

of the fifleen represented member counitries and one observer mission (the OAU). In each case,

packages were put together for the participants to assist them in assuming their assigned rotes

(please see Appendix for sampte packages). Other sessions which were researched and

devetoped prior to the Course included the introductory and closing sessions, the Generat

Overview of the UN System, the Generat Overview of Human Rights, and Action Strategies.

Preparation of Action Kit
Upon arrivai at the Merrywood site, the participants were presented with personatized Action

Kits to assist themn during the workshops and aid themn ini fotlow-up activities after the Course.

Each Kit contained carefutly researched materials, inctuding: fact sheets on six specific UN

Days, the Course schedule, background information on the UN, human security and hurnan

rights, contact information for Ottawa area organizations active in human rights, tips for

organizing an action event and deating with the media, contact information of feltow participants

and an evaluation form (see Appendix for sampte Kit). Tbroughout the course, further materials
f11,ýI. vit Xy'.r' di.,tribnted. such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

and organizations of the workshop
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• History, activities, structure and mandate of UNA-Canada
" History of the UN, including its mandate and Charter
* The role of Canada in the UN (past and present)

10:00 - 10:45 AM General Overview of the UN System led by Steve Mason, UNA-Canada
Topics covered:

* The role and structure of the UN's six organs
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» The role of the RCMP in international conflicts

*Background on the situation in Kosovo
*The RCMP in Kosovo: a Case Study

*Cooperation between the RCMP, the UN and NGOs

4:30 - 5:30 PM Preparation for Humnan Rights Field Mission Role Play led by Ele

Pawelski, lINA-Canada
The students were divided into nine groups, and each group was assigned

the role of either a UN agency or NGO working to repatrate refugees and

li1indemocratic election in Mozambique. The nine roles were field

)f Humanitarian Affairs

containing instructions,
ation on each of the nine
specific objectives. Each
aits and devise a plan of

Ele Pawelski, UJNA-
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9:30 - 10:15 AM Women's RiRhts led by Ele Pawelski. UNA-Canada

. 1993)

10:15 - 11:00 AM

:h more c othems
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3:00 -4:15 PM

*The role of human rights NOS
*How NGOs protect human rights and prevent abuses
*The relationship between NGOs, governents and the UN
*NGO effectiveness
*Getting involved in NGOs
*Activity: Creating an NGO

Conflict and Human Security led by Vern Neufeld Redekop, Canadian
Institute for Conflict Resolution
Topics covered:

*Why and how conflicts arise
*Understanding deep-rooted conflicts
*Identifying and dealing with differences between îndividuals
*Identifying personal and group values
*How conflicts can be prevented and resolved
*The concept of human security

led by Kevin Friday, YouCAN!
-t and Advocate Non-Violence)

ility differences
from local to global

by Steve Mason and

itry or observer on the
others were left as
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Following this, the floor was opened for debate. A speaker's list was
created, and each speaker was given one minute to raise an issue, afier
which other countries had the opportumty to respond. Halfway though the
debate, a fifleen minute break was given in order for countnies to
informally discuss their positions and requests., Afler the break, the debate
resuzned and a vote was called at 10: 15 PM. Each proposed amendment to
the draft resolution was voted on individually and then the entire
resolution with the passed arnendments was voted on. The Model Security
Council adhered to the nules and procedures of the real Security Council.
Following the final vote, a debrief was held in order to discuss how the
participants felt about the process, what they thought about the Permanent
Five, and, more generally, their opinions on decision-making in the UN.

Sunday, March 1 gth 2000

8:30 - 9:30 AM
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empowerment observed by the facilitators. Several comments were heard along the lines of "I
learn more here in five minutes than I do in a month of school." At the end of the Course, each
participant was asked to complete a written evaluation of the weekend which included a series of
questions and a space for recomnmendations on how the Course could be improved.

Below are some excerpts from the participants' evaluations:

" "Ever>' part of this Course was my favourite part. We ail found out what it means to have
'strength in unit>"... we learned how to advance agendas set in groups.>'

* "I feel that I now have the knowledge to initiate fundamental changes in regard to social and
economic issues. I feel more prepared to participate activel>' in the world and to make
decisions for the future."

" "Learning about how the UN works and the politics involved is critical to understand if you
want to start an>' groups or run an>' functions. You have to know how things work before you
can know which is the best way to tackle an issue. This is one of the most important things 1
learned in this Course."

" "I loveci ail the sessions and being exposed to experts in their field and the knowledge the>'
possess... 1 consider the info I leamned invaluable. Thank you."

* "My favourite p)art of the Course was being able to meet and discuss REAL things with

i n m>'
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" "This weekend has really inspired me to try and raise awareness about humazi rights in my
community and school'

" "I could spend a year here."

The following are a series of recommendations for future iterations of the course, culled from the
participants' evaluations, presenters' feedback, and the observations of the facilitators:

*Due to the intense interest and inquisitiveness of the participants, many of the sessions ran
longer than anticipated. This resulted in very littie "down-time" for the participants and not
enough time to ask ail the questions that they had. In the future, it is recommended that either
the number of workshops be reduced in order to adequately accomnmodate each presenter, or
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learning process is sustained. While the Course itself is an important educational opportunity, the
activities and outcomes that grow out of it are also a crucial measurement of its success.

The Sunday momning session on Action Strategies was intended to assist the participants
brainstorm and plan events that they could implement in their schools and communities. Many
interesting ideas were voiced in this session, including pians for events which focus on specific
UN days (e.g. Universal Children's Day, UN Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination,
etc.), instructions on how to organize a world issues club, and general thoughts on how to raise
public awareness. In groups, the participants were given the opportunity to go through the stages
of planning an event so that they would leave the Course with a concrete starting point for taking
action in their schools and communities.

One of the ideas that emerged during this session was to have high school youth go into Junior
High and Elementary schools to teach younger children some of the basics about the UN and
human rights. This idea is currently being followed-up on by liNA-Canada in its "What Kind of
World ... ?" programme. The purpose of this programme, wbich began development in mid- 1999,
is to teach youth between the ages of 10-14 the basics of the United Nations systemn and global
issues from a Canadian perspective, drawing links between local and international issues and
highlighting the role of Canada in the UN and the UN in daily life. Action Course participants
are currently being trained to go into schools and deliver the lessons which comprise the What
Kind of World. .Y programme.

As part of the evaluation process, participants were asked what they would like to see in terms of
follow-up. A key recommendation was a mechanismn by which the participants could keep in
touch, share action ideas and success stories, and provide motivation, inspiration and support. To
this end, an e-mail listserv has been created and is being maîntained by liNA-Canada, and a
Virt'aal Classroom for interaction bas been created using the tools available at www.nicenet.org
(to visit the classroom, create a log-in identity on the Nicenet website, and enter E23389Y60 for
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Qiven the outeomes and success of the Course, IJNA-Canada is interested in opportunities to-
extend the reach of this programme to a national level, and also in running it bilingually. Several
options for excpanding the Youth Action Course model are being considered:

* An initial idea is to design similar courses, each with a différent theme. This model would
involve a series of courses held throughout the year, each bearing the name "Youth Action
Course on the. United Nations and 2'Other potential themes include:
Sustainable Development, Peace and Seourity, the Enviroument, International Trade and
Finance, Development, and Peacekeeping, Peacebuilding and Peacemakîng. A general course
could also b. designed simply on the. United Nations itself.

* Two principal possibilities for expanding the. reach of tie Course exist. One is to hold a
bilingual course ini one central location several times per year, and attcmpt to ensure a
representative regional distribution of participants. This would require increased funding to
enable youth to attend. The. other option is to transport the Course to différent regions of the
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