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WHO GUVERNS ONTARIO?

Were the matter net so serious for the pedace of the whole of
Canady in the near future, one would be inclined to smile a the
spectacle of Protestant Ontario, trying to keep the Roman Cath-

olic Church from usurping the Queens' throne in ‘Quebec, and
slowly grinding to death the desponding Protestant minority.

It is not without grave reason that we are told to set our own
house in order first, and then go and help Quebec get theirs a
littls straighter.

Surely there never was & worse case of irying to pull the mote
from the brothers eye, while the beamn is in our own eye.
Who governs Ontario?,
Should any one seiiously doubt what is the silent power behind
the throne in this province, let him enduire at the Parliament
Buildings, Government offices, Prisons, or in fact any patronags
department, and he will be told that where - a fow yeare ago - they
were fow and far between, to-day, Roman Catholics over-run the
whole place. Skould he persist in his enquiry he would probably
find ouf that (in at least one public institution) the late Archbishop
Lynch detually claimed the nomination of one-third of all the staff
for Roman Catholies; and if for the word "noniination™ appeint--
ment is substituted, it will be nearer the practical result.
We do not object to their filling every official position, so long as
they are not appointed becsuse they are Romanists; and by the
proper authorities, withott any prompting from Ecclesmstlcs inter-
fering in purely civil matters.
It might be well 'for the Executive Committees of the Synods of
Toronto, Ontario, Hurcn and Niagara, wnile they are d:seussmg
the Jesuit gquestion of Quebec, to take mto consxﬁerqtlon the com-
ing Jesuit question of Ontario.
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SHALL "'HL l’RISOM'.R WORK’

The Mail of Apul Gth pubhs’hed e tonowmg—-

"he Trades mul Lahodr ‘Comicil Keld its reguliy bi- monthly
meating last night in the Central Labour Hall, President Parr in
the chair. Local Assembl\ (io() b]nnuﬂh its secretary, Mur:Sab-
iston, sent a sevies of’ louu' YeSolutiong' de.n}m«f with' the quebtlon
of puson labour and i magement.

I'he ussbnii)l\ pou’xﬁs Bt that ik Gcimul l’usmx is ot 4 “Goinp--

lete W oxllsh'op for the Trintitactiye of ivon bed.tends un(’l ‘wike xixuls‘
and thaf Urinidish ’mnmifaothléﬂ i’ TN Prbiduce iore of these

articled “thi (,n,‘n be sold anit ‘tfmt' i, mvebtmntxon mto thé nmn- ,
agement <of pmons, ‘slmum mc,lude an enquu\ mto the umaes of

erime.” lhe msembl) ‘couoludes by uppealmrr to tlxe councll foz

its moral Support in secuun«r ‘thye cessntion of pmon lubmu \\luch

competes thh fwe labour.™

s iy : vl s a0 TR

The action of the Tmedes U }111911 ue_.u‘u];c.xted in L}ge,ubq‘\ Y3 gam-j S
graph, points to fmothel obstacle tlno\w}ix i the way, of, ylnose‘}yh& v
are emnestly seekmg to soly S8, ¢ th(, pnson guesmop, in the best POS-.., v
sible” wzQ both, for th cmmnal und Jox,society, ub bpgess o, .y AL
One cannof help fee)mg t);nt ihe qqn‘«lu(hng,p.p,ugplph uf,tlu, Yerl. it
solutwn was du,mted b\ :z hp;m of professiopal seltighness, wope ., -
than the desne to he]p t}xe,fﬁllen qut of lxen DNESELYs -y ) et o,

The .L‘mde! Umogs hme & ,percht, gwht to maketheir gr xevance
known to theiyubhq, :g;d = 11 receive: pubhc symp‘;thy, when, the ..
sotioh of the Govermqgnt tln entens o, gex;lonsll injure one, specisl .
classof woﬂanev Moye in thexr trade;, and therefoye, we heprt;ly,( gl
agree with the. mggsstlon thqt an, investigation into the;whole,, .,
questlon of, anon mxm\tgement be, }xeld, ;bat.the protest,is surely, ., +
over-done when the assembly conclydes by, askipg, ., the cessation ;.
of pnson ]a.bpm thb competezg With free labpm VY T
1t there is one pomt 1nore than another upon, \thch pwcj;xcp.l pri-.;,
son yorkers agree it is _the absolute necessity of providing re,gulm:
emplo'yment for all Rl;gaogexs,, Nof only i§ it pecessary tqreduge -, ¢
the cost of mmntpn.mce amlto prepa;re them,m some.measura t0 ..
fill thexr sta,tlon lr{‘afe after release, it ig essen,tml to, proper disei- ...
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nline also in the prison ,and is admitted to be a most potewy fact-

cr in the reformmtion of the criminal's character. Liis fairly open
to question, haow far prison labour shouid be used, in such o way
as to injuriously compete with one paticulay brateh or manufac-
ture! But when the, Knights of Libour ask for » the cessation of
prison labour which cowmpetes with iree labour« they surely ave
going beyond reason. A man when he comnnits a criize has nog
forfeited lig vight to live, aud. we, the free law abiding citizens mi-
ght well feel agrieved were. we called upon to support 7,454 crim-
inals (as we did last year ), in absoluce idleness, doing nothing to
defray the enormous bill of costs.

While the Knights are defendiug their oww special branel of lab-
our, let them remember that there is very little remuueraiive ein-
ployment to,which & conviet can be set to work, without to sowe
extent, taking the place of free labour. Swrely the Knights do nat
qeliously m'sh us to follow the exuzmple of éloronto Goul, where
prisoners are required to wheel a busrow of sand rownd a )urd in

order to wheel it back again,

The Common: Sense of Ontario w ouhl boon dewnw to m.ittain

an army of 7.500 convicts doing such worlk ns ihat, or, as the on-
1y option the Enights wovrl1 leave us, folding theit lnads in ease.
“Satan finds some nischief srill
For idle hands to. do.c . _

is intensely true of our, prison population; wnd if the ciaincur of
Trade-Unions with its threntened loss of votes, causes the Guivern
ment to withdraw its manufactures without the substitution of
other regular employment; a few revolts and the massacre of Ln]f
a dozen guards, will soon compel the province to deal with the
prison labour quegtion on its own merits.

We, earnestly hope that the labour prganizations, instead of try -
ing to.press their resolutions as a whole, will lend their powerful
influence to get a Commission of competent gentlemeu appointed
to.investigate the whole subject of prison reform.

THE REFORMATORY PRESS .will be sent to any address
in Ontario for 50cents per annum, in advance.



ONE SOLUTION °?

If proof i yequired of the urgent necessity that exists og + 3 :01-
ongh revision of our prison system az it operates to-day, it may be
found in the report of the estimates for Toronto Goul, presented
-to the City Council by Warden Green on April sth.

In 1888 there were 4 039 priconers committed to Goal for var-
jous offenses against the law.  For the proper care and keeping
of thiz n-anbbr, $28,848 was required and paid by the City; while
they lived in idleness. - This year however the anthorities decided

" that the prisoners should work. and so ( whether from fear of the
Trade-Unions, or the want of any appliance for work) a large qu-
antity of sand was procured, and the prisoners were required to
wheel the sand round the yard, and then back to its original start
ing point. For the proper perfarmsance of this highly interesting,
and useful labour, Warden Green expleined that $8,000-00 extrs
would be required, topfovide for additional goalers: which they

(the City Council ywere quité ready to grant.
We almost wonder that such a progressive city as Toronto did not
go yet one step further in advance of the times, and import u few
discarded pillo:ies and stocks froin England: one of which shonld
be placed in front of the City Hall.
We do not wonder that a mutiny broke out on its first trial; for
nothing would be more likely to strengthen the prisonerts natural
autipathy to work of any kind, than to wheel sand wund a yard.
mn mdez to \xheu it back again.

~\.\i)I‘HFR bOLUTION ?

The following is from a New lork*paper -

The unworthy policy of letting prisorers spend their time in abso-
lute idleness which has been inaugurated in the State of New York
at the dictation of short sighted demagogues acting on behalf of
alleged labour interests, is said to be bearing fruit, in increase of
insanity ainong the victims. No wonder. If anything is calculated
to drive n man with any brains insane, it is the thought of having
to spend five, ten, or twenty years, or perhaps the rest of his life in
eonfinement without anything to do.  The poliey is barbarous.
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. NOTES BY THE WAY.
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The. secon& issue ‘of the” Refoxma,f;ory s “ig exactly
double the first number 'sent out last month It 1'10\\' mnges'

into the four ﬁgures

N ‘L spaclmeh cdpy has i)ééh sent to every cimgmnm - the
provinge of Ontano Ii; is hoped that niany \\11] “§ubgeribe thei
small sum of 50cts and take 2 debper interé§: in the woik of
the, Church anong | the prison populatlon ‘Showld the amount

qeod‘ thc, cost pf ,1ssue, ‘Jf w1ll be useif fo1 the S(.upt’me mul
Condgct P,uze Fund ‘ o L et

. z' ir ol e ’: -r ,'
ATy e ’

LR very encoumgmg 0 et the we’leome mtli wlm,h wié
ﬁrst number was gree%ed tma we hemtﬂy"ﬁmﬁk those hd'gent
us their good wishes. T S8 tak nota single “wet blarikst Sthough
of course they will come. A Rural Dean writes "fearless, out-
5poken a,md tr ue;’.‘ £ Toronto’ 1ect()1' 'sh'y's “highly credﬁ:a.ble pro-
d,u(:g;lon ,whlle oéher w:sﬁhes it evely bléssﬁ:g" INEN
... From Barri e the first responbe, Tyeéry mterestmg"zind two
yein,s sui)scnptlon,‘ wlu.lst sun('hy package's Jf book® aiid papers
make it ev1dent that all ynsonem a.nd cz}ptn'es" ﬁnc’i 3 warm ed¥-
nel)n tghe lledl fphurch_men R LU LR

T I T R A
Yhy <hould not the Chm b of 'Dn slanid fn thiis pxovni(,e have
hel own Industnal School or Tmmmg %Inp Ot i s vy
Surely with four wealthy' dioceses to dihw frbri there showld e no
trouble in providing for the sixty lads who belong t6 the Chuvck;

accmdm" t.o our own v1ew of what n clmstlan tw.mnnrr should be.
A \ ¥ ) 1

Wlll the Clergy of the Provmce km&ly cominunicate witht the

_Chapla.m, m the event, of any lads being sent' to the Reformatory,

from their parlslx, \vho are or ought to be churchifien.
Cases often oceur of 14ds claiining to belong t6 the Churel of Bn-
gland, being entered on the charge-sheets as something else.



We beg to cull attentitn to the letter pubﬁshed this month.
It is sent by un active worker among prisoners, of many years
experience in thns ptovmco

There is still the sum of $85 owing to Messrs Cwatkin and Son
for the Peur] Printing Press purchased in March. ~ Will some of
our friends kindly a.ssis_t us ‘in payiixg off the debt. )

We beg to acknowledge with many thanks the receipt of &
large box of books and papers from ‘G.Booth Esq. Orillis; aiso
packets of Sunday School papers from Mrs.Gowan, Miss Mason
Burrie, and Rev.Rural Desn Kirkby of Collingwood.

Story papers for Sunday reudmg are eagerly songht after, while
very few will look at a pmeh rehgwus pa.per

Qwing to the dxst.mce between the Reformatory and the town, it
is impossible to secure any teachers to help in the Sunday School.
As a conse yucnce, for three years past, there has been a school ran-
ging from 180 to 155 lads, of all ags from 8 to 21, and all states of
mental capacity from the gunick and intelligent down to the unfort-
unate semi-idiot, which the Chaplain has taken alone.

The impossibility of doing effective work can be well understood.

A change hng now been accomplished, the Morning Service and
Sermon is from 880 to 9-80, ubout 60 junior lads from 10 to 11 the
second division from 11 t0 12, and the senior division in the after--
nomn as before.

The Roman Catholic and Protestant Chaplains have organ-
ized a branch of The Royal Templars among the Reformatory
officials and their fumilies. Temperance is not looked upon
with mue» favour in the community even abstainers seeming
to be under the prevailing influence of chilliness.




CCRRESPONDENCE. !
Sir, Ever since the days of John Howard, prison reform and the
best means of reclaiming oriminals from their evil courses, ha.e
engaged the atteniion of philanthropists. 1 is only of Ia’e years
however, that society at laxge has begun to awaken to the fact,

“that they are to a gree* extent their brothe: x keeyer; thnt it is the

duty of every-one to enquire into the underlying cuuses of crime,

and if possible remove them. But to perforiu this great and im-
portant work wisely and well, requires not mere theory, but an ex
tensive practical knowledge of the subject; like the-skilful physis-
ian who, after making a careful diagnosis of the complain’ of hix
patient, seeks to find out his Jhabits and extern.l surroundings be-
fore Le ndopts a definite course of treatment for the cure or allev-
1ation of the malady; so must he also, who seeks to raigs the dregs
of humanity to a higher plane, to remove the excresence on our
boasted civilization; study the habits of moral disease, its miser-
able surroundings, (I speak of whut is commonly called *'the crim-
inal class™) before he is xnuposmon to undertake the noblest and
highest work that man muy engage in: the carrying out of Christs
mission on earth, that of calling "not the righteous but sinners to
repentance”.  Great must be his patience r.ad his faith infinite,

who earnestly attempts the task, for great will be the difficulties
to overcome, and many, many, the discouragements he will meet,
until hie heart grows weary that his Inbour hins met with so little
reward.

The lower straia of vice are a terrible revelation to even the or-
dinary human mind when seen in all its naked deformities, name-
less vices, lying hypocrises, whining cant, Bill Sykes ruffianism,
human vampires, feasting on the blood of their fellows; Oh! that
man should sink so low; so much beneath the brute.

Let us be thankful that this terrible moral leprosy has not attained
such dimensions in this fair country of ours, but there is enough
to cause serious alarm and incite us to use our best endeavour to
stop its progress, for there is alrendy in our large cities an ever--
growing class whose only eim in life almost is to be birds of prey,



to snateh a living without earning it Lhonestly, whose mental szf.:-
ulties ave all trained to take advaniage of their fellow men; in
whom & loug apprenticeship in vice has completely deadened their
moral perceptions.  In fact T am sometimes led to think that as
we have cases of pliysical “lusus naiwree”, why nct cases of moral
“lusus nature”.  Are soe not made to dishenour as well as
honourr. Are there not inherited tendencies to vice?.

I have not wondered that many have become adepts in vice and
deceit at so early an age when I have heard them tell of their ex-
ploits in “bedling™ their way from place to place, their plan to
“raise the wind”, their utter disregard of what we might call civ-
ilized comfcrts, having no objection to sleeping under & door step,
a box, or some other similar place of shelter, in fact they takea
pride in telling about their "bunking out™.

Let us see what we Lhave been doing for these poor unfortunates

in the past.  We have quietly waited, in the majority of cases,
until he has committed some offence that the strong ~am of the
law takes hold of him, fries him, finds him guilty and sentences
bim for a cerixia number of years to owr Reformatories, the Gen-
tral Prison, or the Pcuitentiaries; and then commences our admi-
rable system of yeform(?).

We place him 1 some shop or gang under u keeper whose suain
cbject is to get all the work he can out of him; and is not, in many
cases, particular about the method Le uses. nor she example he sets.

We feed him at regular intervals, send him to bed at a certain
time wake him agair in the worniug, to go through the same rou-
tive, and so he goes on day by day, justas if he were a beast of
burden, driven to his work and with very little interest in it.

His wo 'k is all laid out for him, no scope for-individual thought,
10 outlet for is mental energies except in concocting schemes to
avoid work in which e has no interest, or to plot his escape.

What lessors of careful..ess ave inculeated?. What practical bus-
incss habits are taught him, so useful toward making an honest
living?  What wanuers are taughs to fit, him for a place, however
Lumble, in respectable society? Oris he only fit, whon his sent-
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