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The Presbpterian,

We have received the July number of
the Jlome Record. la it we observe a
notice from the Colonial Committee 1uvit-

ing apphcations from Licentiates wilting to |
We trust the Commit- |

come to Canada.
tee will adopt cnergetic measures similar
to thase so happily successful in Nova
Scotia. It is unportant that the next

meetings of Presbyteries shopld furaish the |

statement of vacancies required by the
Synod to the Commitiee appointed to trans-
mit an appeal to the Colonial Committee.
(Sce Minutes.)

Messrs. Coull and Crosbie, heentiates,
missionaries to Turkey, had arrived at their
destination.

The callections for Missionary, Educa-
tional and other Schemes of the Church,
including the Endowment Scheme, amount-
¢d for the year 1856-7 to the large sum of
£91 920 17s. 4d. Sterhing.  The Endow-
ment Scheme bad been very successful.

THE CHURCH IN CANADA.

SYNODICAL COLLECTIONS.

1. For Ministers and Widows’ Fund, first
Sabb «th of January.

2. For Synod Fund, on first Sabbath of
March.

3. For the Freach Mission, on the first
Sabbath in June.

4. For the Bursary Fund, on the first Sab-
bath in September.

5. For the Home Mission Fund, on the
first Sabbath of November,

Attention is called to the third and fourth
collections in the hope that they will not
be lest sight of.

THE JEWISH VMISSION OF THE SYNOD.

The Treasurer acknowicdges the receipt of |
the following sums siace the rising of the !
" Synod, viz.:—

" Collection at the Synodical Mis-
sionary meeting, St. Andrew’s
Church. Hamilton, per G. A.
! Young, E<qyoeviieainiiien £9
, St. John's Church, Brockrille, con-

gregational collection, per Rev.
D. Morrison. .o oiiiaiinananas

!
]

0

£13 10 ©

A summary of Dr. Aiton’s collections will
shortly be published.
ALEX. MORRIS, Treas.
Montreal, 16th July, 1857

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

Suheeripticne anl danations received ¢ince
last acknowledgeinent :—
Building Fund, Chinquacousy con-
RUCREALON . ceeveiiiaiininnn. £3 00

BURSARY FUND.
Nelson and Waterdown congrega-

tion, per Rev. Dr. Skinner.... £3 17 2

Simcae congregation, per Rer. G.
2 270
£6 4 2

JOHN PATON, Secyr.
Qrrry's Cattrax, ?
Kingiton, 17th July, 1857 § 4

' THE LATE REV. MR. LINDSAY, LITCH-

FIELD.

We have learned with sorrow the decease of
the Rev. Mr Lindsay, of Litchfield, who has
been mysteriously called away from his ficld
of labour shortly after he entered upon it. OQur
decp sympathy is with the friends of the de-
ceascd in the loss they have sustained. We
trust that another faithful labourer will soon
be placed over the flock now left withouta
shephierd. —Aylmer Tines.

MEETING IN LITCHFIELD.

In the Church of Litchfield on Wed-
nesday, 15th of July, purcuant to intima-
tion given by the Rev. Mr. Thomson, of
M‘Nab & IHorton, on the day of interment
of their late beloved pastor, s meeting of
the bereaved congregation took place.
The Rev. Poter Lindsay, of Buckingham
andCumberland,brother of the deceased,and
Mr.James Mullen, Catechist from Ross, wers
present.  Mr. Mullen opened the meet-
ing with praise and prayer, and then ad-
dressed the congregation on the subject of
tuadir loss in a feeling gnd affectionate man-
ner.  Mr. Lindsay then, as well as a full
heart would permit, addressed the meeting.
After this Dugald F. McLaven, Esq., was
called upon to take the chair, and Mr.
John Stevenson appointed Sceretary. The
following resolutions were then laid before
the meoting, and unanimously approved :—

Moved by Mr. John D. Quinn, and sec-
onded by Mr. John Gordon,

 That it is our duty asa congregation deep-
1y to humble ourselves under the solemn prov-
idence that has bereaved us of & much-loved
pastor, yet at the same time to acknowledgs
God in 211, and act as it becomes thoss who
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bear the name of Jesus, so that, whiist we
grieve for our own ioss, we 1cjoice in the tri-
umphant departure of hm whose lamented
death calls us together.”

Moved by Mr. John Stevenson, and sec-
onded by Mr. John Stewart,

“ That ag a congregation we deeply and af-
fectionately sympathize with the hereaved
widow of the departed, whose gentle, meek
and truly Christian deportment has deeply en-
deared her to us all ; and our carncst prayer
in regard to her is that He, who alone can
supportin the hour of trial, may comfort her in
her anguish, and heal the wounds that earth
cannot heal.”

Moved by Mr. John Scott, and seconded
by Mr. Hiram Colton,

# rhat, whilst we smart under God's stroke,
we at the sume thae would humbly and sub-
3 i39i7ely Lyw to the will of Huim who doeth
<ievineres well 5 ns o congregation, try to cul-
uvate » oypaa of burimony and mutual Chris-
tian love, and use all means as soon as possi-
ble to secure to ourselves another who may go
out and come in amongst us and break the
bread of life to us and our children.”

Moved by Mr. John D. Quinn, and see-
onded by Mr. John Gordon,

*That Mr. John Stewait be appointed to
attend the first meeting of the Presbytery of
Bathurst, to be held in the City of Ottawa on
the second Wednesday of September next, to
Iay the claims of this congregation before that
Church Court, plead with them to use their
influence in providing us with another pastor,
m the mean time grant us Presbyterial supplies,
and appoint Messrs. Morrison & Lindsay to
administer the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
to this congregation at the carliest convenient
date.”

Moved by Mr. John Stewart, and sec-
onded by Mr. John Fulford.

* That a copy of these Resolutions be trans-
mitted to the Edilors of the Presbylerar, that
our claums uts 2 congregation may come before
the Church at large. and young men. lookmng
for a place in the vineyard in winch to labour,
may be induced to turn their attention to-
wards us.

THE LATE MRS. DR. MATHIESON.

We had much pleasure in seeing lately at
the workroom of Mcessrs. Hyatt & Co. the tab-
let about to be put up in St. Andrew’s Church
to the memory of the late wifs of Rev. Dr. Ma-
thicson. Its inscription tells its story :—

In Memory

of
CATHERINE FELIZABETH MACKENZIE,
Wife of the
REV. ALEX. MATHIESON, D.D,,
MINISTER OF ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH,
Montreal,
Who died the 29th February, 1836,
Aged 33 years,
Afler a long illness, bornc with Christian for-
titude and resignation to the Divine will,

I am the Resurrection and the Life—Jous
x1, 25

Endeared to all who knew Ler by a kind dis-
position and the lively interesat sheever evinced
in the prosperity of the Chiurch, hier fricnds have
erected this Tablet to her meinory.

The Tablet is very heantiful. It was design-
cd by Mr. Lawnford, of Messrs. Hophans, Laxw-
ford & Nelson. and is in adinirable heeping with
the beantiful architecture of St Andrew's
Church.—Monlreal Gazclic.

THE PRESBYTERIAN,

THE CHURCH IN THE LOWER
PROVINCUES,

We are in receipt of the July number of
the Halifax Record, and glean some intel-
ligence from its columns.

Another missionary, the Rev. William
McLaren, had been appointed to Prince
Edward’s Island.

The Rev. Mr. McRobie, from Scotland,
had been inducted 1o the pastoral charge of
the congregations of Tabusintac and Burnt-
church, New Brunswick.

The Rev. David Stott gives a gratifving
account of his charge at Woulstock, N.B.,
and Northamptun, ~ At the latter place an
elegant church had been built, and at
Woodstock collections were being made
for the purpose of building a church.—
Mr. Stott observes: *~ When we noteed
one church lately in Canada eapending
£2000 on a spire for a church, we wished
they would only have spared us a couple
of hundreds or s0;” and may not be
aware that the church in guestion (Saint
Andrew'’s, Montreal), in  common  with
the ather city charge in this city, has been
always ready in devising hberal things.
This year alone, besides their own efforts,
which have been large, over £600 was
raised between the two congregations in
aiding weaker churches, such as Osna-
bruck, Belleville, Three Rivers, and other
places ; and this hberahty is their invana-
ble characteristic.  We have always em-
phatically found that i this city a good
object will be cheerfully and liberally sus-
tained.

Mr. Paton acknowledges through the
R cord the receipt of £15 from Schaols
in Nova Scotia and Prince Ldward’s Is-
land for the Orphanage ; and we were
glad to learn that the Synod, at its re-
cent meeting, adopted this as one of its
schemes, and also commended the Ju-
vendde Preshyterian 1o the suppert of thewr
people. We are rejoiced to see such con-
stant ¢vidence of steady and enlarging pro-
gress i the sister churches of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick.

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
OF TR

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.
[Condensed from the Edinburgh Eveaing Post.)

The General Assembly of the National Church
comnenced its annual sittings on Thursday the
20th May. In accordance with ancient custom,
on Wednesday cvening Lord Belhaven and
Sienton, Her Majesty's Lord High Commission~
er o the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, received & civic deputation, hecaded
by the Liord Provest, who presented to him the
keys of the city. to whose custody his Grace
again restored themin the usual complimentary
manner.

An able discourse nas delivered by the Rev.
Dr. Crombic. of Scoun, the reuring Moderator,
from 1 Cor. iv, 2—' Morcover 1t 18 requred in
stewauds that & man be found faithful °

OPENING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Assembly having been duly constituted
by devotional exercises; conducted by the retir-
ing Moderator, the House proceeded to the

ELECTION OF MODKRATOR.

The Rev. Dr. Crombie then said—This As-
sembly having now been, constituted, the arst
dut) incumbent on you is to chouse a Modera-
r tosuceeed me m this char. The position
in which the Iast Genersl Agsembly did me the
hunour to lace me nasone wineh 1 certamly
thought myseif littde worthy of . but [ have
NOW great picasure in propusing to y ou, accord-
mg 1o the privilege hitherto granted to my pre-
decessors, one whom I am certain evers mem-
ber of ths Assembly will concur m thinhing
worthy to fill this chair—nawmely, Di. James
Robertson, Professor of Church History in the
University of Edinburgh—(loud ajjianse)—
and, what gives him a still stronger claim on
your attention and favour, he is the Convener
of our Enduvwment Scheme, in which, as is
knuwn to all the Chiurch, he labours most en-
cigetiealy. (Applause ) If I may be allowed
<o to speak, he has in a brief period of time en-
dearvoured to overtahe the work of past ages,
wiitch 1t would have been well for the Church,
at the time when Scotland s inhabitants began
to multiply,.had it been going on all alung,
gradually providing for lengthenng her curds
and strengthening her stakes I trust the rev.
Doctor will be long spared, not only to com-
plete the work he has so well begun, but to see
the fruits of 1t in his day a ' generation. It
may be doubtful whether we should most ad-
miute the variety of his re<ourees, the ingennity
of his plans, the cnergy of his zeal, his never
yvielding to disappointment, or his indomitable
perseverance  His high talent and eloquence,
often witnessed in this house, his eatensive and
accurate knowledge of the laws and practice of
this Church, fit him admirably for presiding
over your deliberations. 1 do not think it
needful to say more to recominend Dr. Robert-
son to you  To do so would be a reflection on
your discernment, and on jour sense of grati-
tude towards him. I shall vnly add that it
gives me much persanal satisfaction to propose
that you should now clect, as my successor in
this chair, the Rev. Dr. James Robertson. (Loud
upplausc.)

The nomination was unanmmously agreed to.

Dr. Robertson was then introduced to the
Assembly, and took his seat in the Moderator's
chair amid the cordial applanse of the House,

The Royal Comunssion and fetter appointing
Lord Belhaven as her Majesty's Representative
at the Assembly were then read.  In the latter
comipunication her Majesty expressed her con-
fidence that the deliberations of the House
“ wouid be guided by a spirit of enlightened wis-
dom and Christian charity, and that they would
be murked by anecarnest desire to promote the
best interests of the people committed to their
charge.”

A letter from the Very Rev. Principal Camp-
bell, Aberdeen, resigning the Convencrship of
the Committee of Aids to Devotion was referred
to the Committece, in order that they might re-
commend a successor in the Assembly.

The Assembly adjourned.

Fripay, May 22,

The General Assembly met again—Dr. Ro-
hertson, Maderator.

ORDER OF RUSINESS.

The Committee on Buciness brought up are-
port on the order in which business wounld be
taken up.

LETORT ON PARISH SCHOOLS AND SCHOOLMASTERS.

Dr. Cook. St. Andrews, the Convencr of the
Commttee on Pansh Schools and Schoolmas-
ters read the Report on this sulyect, and «tated



that the Committee had paid the greatest pos-
sible attention to this mmportant question dur-
mg the past year,

Dr. Crombie moved that the Report should
be adopted, and that the thanks of the Assem-
bly should be given by the Moderator to Dr.
Cook, and that the Committee should be reap-
puinted, and instructed to do everything in
their power to promote the interests of the
parish schools, and to further the improvement
of the position of the schoolmasters,

Dr. Crombic’s motion was unanimously
agreed to, and the Committee reappointed.

JEWISH MISSION,

Professor Mitchell, of St. Andrews, . then
presented and read the Report on thus Scheme,
it gave a detailed repurt of the operations of
therr agents and missionaries emplosed by the
Committee at their varivus stations in the East
and in Europe  Mr. Laseron had been remov-
ed from his pusitivn at Cochin, and the property
of the Mission there had been banded over to
Mr. Oughtersen  This Mission, the Commut:ce
suggesied, should be taken charge of by the
Forcign Mission Committee.

All the stations are favourably spoken of.
The income of the Mission had been last year
£3092 15s. 11d., being £217 1s. 1. helow
that of the previous year. The expenditure
was £3836. 6s. 3d., or nearly L1209 heyond
the income.  This unfavourable result is as-
cribed to the expense of extending the Mission
to Turkey. Anappeal to the liberality of con-
gregations of the Church to maintain the effici-
cney of the Mission councluded the Report.

Di. MfPherson, Aberdeen, moved the appro-
val of the Report, and wentover its statements
serintim.  He regretted the circumstances at-
teading Mr. Laseron’s removal from Cochin,
but hoped that «.2 Committee would employ
his services clsewhere. as he believed he wasa
must fathful and zealons missionary, and ono
whom the Chiurch of Scotland was fortunate in
possessing.  He lauded the devoted exertions
of Mr. Surter, and congratalated the Asscmbly
on the successful position of the Mission. In
conclusion, bhe carnestly exhorted ministers to
press the claims of the Mission on their con-
gregations, hoping thatnext year the Committee
would be able to tell & more creditable tale of
the liberality of the people in its support.

The Moderator, after passing a high culogi~
am on the diligenee and zeal of Professor
Mitchell and the Committee, convered the
thanks of the Assembly to them for the admir-
rable and encouraging Report they had submit~
ted to the Assembly.

The A<sembly then enpaged in devotional
exercises, and adjourned at half-past threc
o'clock.

SatURDAY, May 23.

The General Assembly met again, ateleven—
Dr. Robertson, Moderator—and was a consider-
able time occupied with routine dutics

Dr Grant gave in a report on disputed com-
missions, which recommended that several com-
oussions of Elders be rejected for irregularity of
altestation.

Moxpay, Mav 25,

The Assemblr met at cleven o'clock—Dr.
Roberison, Moderator.

THE COLONIAL SCHENE.

Dr Fowler, the Convener, gaven the Report
of the Committer on this Scheme., the substance
of which was as follows . —

Iminedintely after the rising of last General
Araembly the Committee procecded to 61 up
the vacancy which had been created in the office
of their Sceretary : and after the fullest delibe-
mtion, Simon S. Laurie, Esq., was appointed.
at areduced salary of £45: an appomtment
which had proved in every way satisfactory.

in order to oltauin correct official information
regarding the religious wants of our brethren n

THE DPRESBYTERIAN,
the colonies, and to guide them in appropriat-
g the misdonaries at theiv disposal to the

dressed circulars toall the Presbyteries of the
Colomal Church  The commumeations which
have been received in reply to these cireulars
have been of great practical advantage to the
Committee, mdeed they have formed their chief
directors m all the appointments which they
have made, and will be of much value in direct-
g their futare operations.

fewer then twenty-two orduined ministers to the
Colonint vineyard- some of them to fixed charges,
where the want of relhigious ordinances was
most pres<ing and others to act as missionaries
in preaching the Gospel in extensive destituto
districts.

The following are the names and destinations
of the clergymen referred to:—

Rev A.Ferguson ParishofSt Luke's. Dem-
erara” Rev. G Harper, Parish of St Clement's,
Berbice- Rev. A D Murray, Charge of St.
Andrews, Georgetown; Rev, 6. MWlovine,
Church of St Andrew's, Mauritius: Rev. W.
M Hutchison, Preshytery of Montreal, Canada;
Rev W, Masson, Preshytery of Hamulion, Cana-
da: Rev. A, Lochhead. Prince Edward s island ;
Rev. J. Duncan, Do.. Rev. W. MWLaren, Do.;
Rev D.Macrae, Synod of Nova Scotia . Rev. G.
Boyd, Do ; Rev. J Mair, Do ; Rev J. Duffl Do ;
Rev. J. Christie, Do : Rev. J. Tullach, Do ;
Rev. D. Stott. Synod of New Bruuswick : Rev.
W. Macrobie, Do. ; Rev. Thomas Johnston, Pres-
bytery of Maitland, New Soeuath Wales: Rer.
Duncan Ross, Do ; Rev. William Ross, Ade-
laide.

By this large addition to the number of their
clergymen, their Presbyteries and Synod, com-
prehiending the provinces of Nova Scotin and
Prince Edward's Island, are not merely nomiunal
hodics, but courts in vigorous operation, to
whose decisions and counsel deference and
weightare attached. Churches, which had long
been closed, are re-opened, and fumnilies are a-
gain visited by messengers of salvation.

Two tssionaries have been seat to Canada,
and two to New Brunswick. One clergvman
has been sent to a fixed charge in Mauritius,
three to fixed charges in Australia, and two to
fixed charges in British Guiana. Tosupply cne
of these fixed charges in British Guiana, the
Committee recommended to her Majesty's Gov-
ernment the Rev. G Harper, who some time
ago received the presentation. and is now dis-
charging the dutics of his parish.

The Rev. Dr. Struthers, senior minister in
Demerara, has resigned his charge, and accep-
ted the retiring allowance granted by the local
Legislature.  The Rev. AL D. Murray, fornerly
his agsistant, has been appointed his successor.
Miss Geddes, who as teacher of a school in St.
Luke's Parish, Demerara, has rendered great
services to the Church, is now in this country,
having suffered severely in her health. In the
hope that she may yet be enabled to return to
her former sphiere of daty, the Committee have
allowed her the sum of £40 for one year.

The Committee are fully confident that the
three clergymen recently appointed to Austra-
lin may be depended upon, so that, whatever
union may be proposed among the Preshyterian
bodics in that country, they will sacaifice neither
their ow nposition nor the interests of the Church
of Scotland.

The Comenittee have given grants,amounting
in ail to upwards of £10090, to clergymen whose
congtegations have been hitherto unablo to pro-
vide-anitable salanes for them.

Grants, amounting in all to £2R0.have been
made during last year to aid congregations in
crecting suttable places of worship,

ATSTRALIA —In obedience to the deliverance

af 1ast General Acsembly, the Committee pro-
creded without delay teobtainacceurate informa-

most necessitous localities, the Committee ad-

The Committee had during last year sent no
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_ tivn resecting negotintions which are pending
o Yustigia worh aoview o the union of the
dfferent Presby teran badies in that country.
As the cleigymen ot o r Chaaeh in the  jro-
vinees were understood to be pacties to the ; 1o-
posed unton, the Commitiee addressed a letter
to cach Presbytery and Synod embracing the
following queries :—

I. What are the relations in which the Pres-
bytersan Churches of Australin at present stand
to one another?

11. Do all the ministers continue their fermer
relation to the Chureh of Scotland?

HI. What proposals have been made for o
union of the Presby te lan Churches?

IV. Are such propusals still pending s or, if
otherwise, upun what grounds have they been
dectined?

To these queries several replies had been re-
cewved.  The first reply 1s dated  Sydney, 5th
February, 1857." it is subscnibed by the Mode-
ratus and Clerk of the Presbytery of Sydney,
and is therefore an ofhicial ducument by thatrev-
erend body (—

Sydney, N.S.W., Feb. 5, 1857,

At a meeting of the Presbhytery of Sydney
held at Paramatta, January 28, 1857, inter alid’
the Clerk of the Presbytery laid upon the t. ble
a lette, fiom the Secretary of the Coloninl Com-
mittee of the Church of Scotland, 18th Seprem-
ber, 1856, requesting the Presbytery to transmit,
hefore the next meeung ot the General Assan-
Uy, mformation in answer to the tollowing in-
quirics 1—

1. Respecting the relations in which the
Presbyterian Churches in Austealia stand to one
another 7 '—There arc in New South Wules four
separate and distinct 1odies of Prcsbyicrans;
(1) The Synod of Australin in conuection
with the Established Church of Scotlans.  (2.)
The Synad of Eastern Australin in connection
with the Free Church of Scotland. (3.) The
Synod of New South Wales, known asDr. Lang s
Sinod. (4.) And one congregation of United
Piesbyterians.  These four bodies have no in-
tercommunion with cach other.

2. *Whetber all the manisters continne their
former relation to the Church of Scotland ?"—
All the mimsters of the Presbytery continuc un-
changed in their relation to the Church of Scot-
land.

3. What proposals have been made for
a union of the Preshyterian Churches?’ —The
following is a statement of the proposals which
have been made anent a union =~

Copy of Basis of Union submatted by the Synod

of Eastern Australia:—

1 The two Synods, at present designated
respectively ¢ The Synod of Australia in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland,’ and ¢The
Synod of Eastern Australia,” shall be united un-
der the designation of ¢ Presbyterian Church of
New South Wales.!

2. « The basis of union shall be, subscription

o the Westminister standards in thar true and
original import—viz., The Larger and Shorter
Catechisms, Directory for Public Worship, the
Form of Preshyicrinn Governmment agreed on by
the Assembly of Divines at Westninister, and
the Sccond Book of Discipline. And. asre-
gards the spiritual indcpendence of Church
Courts, and the right of the Christian people to

clect their own office-bearers, the United Synod
shall always hold and declare that the civil
power has no right. on any grounds whatever,
to interfere wit® the spiritual indcpendence of
the Church in the scttlement of ministers, or
in the exerciso of discipline, in any way.

3. The United Synod shall held Qhristian
fellowship with cvery cvangelical and faithful
Church thronghout the World, adhering to the
same standards.maintaining the same doctriacs,
government and discipline, but shiall hiave no
denominational connection with any Church
now exieting in the United Kingdom
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**4. Ministers, probationers and students of
every Presbyterian Chureh, holding the stand-
ards af.resaid, shall be deemed eligihle for ad-
wission into chiarges within the bounds ot thus
Chureb, on satisfactory evidence being produced
as to their character and qualitications, and on
their signing these articles of union.

Memorandum.

The Committee of the Synod of Eastern Aus-
tralia beg respectfully to leave in the hands of
the Committee of the Synod of Anstralinin con-
nection with the Establi<hed Church of Scot-
Iand the above draft of articles, to form so far
2 basis of union hetween the two Synods ¢ and
the said Committee of the Sy nod of Eastern Aus-
tralia beg hereby tu express their readiness
quoud ultra, on the basis of union. to meet and
confer with any committee that may be appoin-
ted by the Synod of Australia in connection
with the Established Churdch of Scotland.

(Signed) M. Mackay, Concener.

Sydney, November 6. 1855,

CGopy of Minute of Sync ' of Australia anent
Union.
St Andrew’s Chareh, Nov, 7, 1836,

Which day the Synod met, and was consti-
tuted with prayer.  In.er altu.~The Synod,
having received the report of the committee
appointed to cosfl with the comnnttee of the
Synod of Eastern Australia anent union, resolv-
ed~—-* That the committee be re-appointed, and
be instructed to subnut the following terms as
a basis of wnion Letween the Synud of Eastern
Australia and the Svned of Australia in con-
nection with the Established Church of Scot-
Jand, and that it be an instruction of this com-
mittee to intimate to the Synud of Enstern Aus-
tralin that thisSynod will not admit of any mate-
rial alteration of these terms | committec to con-
sist of the Moderator and Clerk, Rev. Messts
Laughton, Ross, Dougall and M Gibben: eld-
ers, Dir. Macfarlane and Dr. Douglas.

“1. The two Synods at present designated
the Synod of Australin in conuection with the
Established Church of Scotland. und the Sy pud
of Eastern Australia, shall be united under the
designation of the ‘Presby terian Church of New
South Wales.'

2. That the bas’ of union shall be, subscrip-
tion to the Westminister standazdsin their integ-
rity—viz. ¢ The Confession of Fath, the Larger
aud Shorter Catechisms, the Directory of Pub-
lic Worship, the form of Presb) terian Govern-
ment agreed upon by the Assembiy of Divines
at Westminster, and the Second Book of Disci-
pline.

3. That the United Synod may hold commu-
nion with all Churches maintaining the sume
standards in their integrity.

‘4. That all ministers, and probationers and
students, helenging to Churehes holding these
standards in their integrity, shall he cligible as
candidates for admiscion intothe United Svnnd.”
Copy of Minute of Cammitter of Synod of Eas-
tern Australia, with reference te the forego-
ing.

This committee heg most recpectfully to state
that the portion of a badic of wnion communi-
cated to them by the committer of the Synod
of Australia in conucetion with the Establiched
Chureh of Seatland has failed to be (as at pres-
ent expressed) <atisfactory to the Synnd of
Eastern Australia- and, while in the said por-
tion of 2 propnsed basis there is nothing of it-
sclf objectionnble, the Svnod of Fastern Ane-
tralia desiderates further expression of princi-
ples 1o be necessary @ and, while this committee
regrets vers sincerely the differences at present |
existing. they hav-~strong hopes that, by fricnidly
conference helwee n the cammistees. these differ-
ences might be mitigated or removed ; and (his

committee recpertfally requesty the appointment
of a standing committee of the Synod of Ansira-
lig, in order that frieadly canference may be held |
on these points, and be ‘continucd as long as ne- |

i

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

cessity may exist for such conference being held.
This comnuttee. as well as the Syunod which
they tepresent, would exceedingly larent that
all confercnce on the important subject of union
shouald be nterrupted, and all prospects of its
accowplisliment furfeited to either party.

(Signed) M. Macgay, Concener.

Sydney, $th November, 1856,

Accordingly a standing committee of the
Sinod of Australin were appointed, with the
same instructions as the previvusly appointed
cutmittee, w hich have only once met for confer-
ence the committee of the Synod of Enstern Ause
tralia ; but no actual progress was made further
than submitting explanations and full state-
ments of difflicultics.

** 4 Whether such proposals aie still pending ?
—They are still pending. and must be 50 untl
the next meeting of Nynod in October neat,
1957, in terms of the above appuintment of a
standing committee.

The Preshytery of Svdney are unanimously
of opinion that. if & union of the varivus Pres-
byterian bodies i this colony could be effected
on a hasis similar tu that iaid down by the
Synod of Australia in connertion with the Es-

tablished Church of Scotland—a basis which
compromises no principle of Presh) terianism-—
it would greatly stremgthen the position and ex-
tend the elliciency of the Church.
Maturw Avay, Moderator of Preaby tery.,
Jaues Mg, Clerk of Preshytery.
To the Secretary of the Colonial Committee
of the Church of Scotland.

Accompanying this communication,there was
aletter dated “Paddmgton, 10th February, 1837,
and subsenibed by the Moderator of the Synod of
Australia. The followmg is 2 copy of the letter =

Paddington, 10th February, 1837,

Sir—I have the honour herewith to transmit
the report of the Presbytery of Sydney,
in Teply to your letter of the 22d September,
185G, The report of the Presbytery of Maitland
will be forwarded direct by the Clerh  Besides
these there are in the Svaoed of Australia other
two Presbyterics, Batharst and Goulburn, In
each of these Preshyteries there are as yet but
two ministers, and. although yonr circular was
duly transmitted to them, they may deem it un-
necessary to <send you a formal reply. which, in
fact, would be merely the expression of the sen-
timents of one or two ministers of our Synod in
regard to the inqguiries of your cireular. Yon
will, however, be put in possession of full and
accurate information as to the present position
and views of the Synod by the reports of the

growing prosperity and usefulness, 1 have the
honour to re.anin your vhedient servant,
Jaris Muny,
Moderator of the Srnod of Australin.
To the Seeretary of the Columal Committee
of the Church of Scotland,

The following i= the reply of the Preshytery
of Bathurst, dated “6th February, 1857, and
subseribed by the Moderator (—

Bathurst, New South Wales,
uth February, 1857,

Sir—TIhavethe honourto achnow ledge receipt
of your communicationyof date 15th September,
1830, in which you request oficial wformation
¢ Whathiar all the ministers!” of this Presby tery
“ continue their formerrelations to the Church
of Scotland ; aliat propusals have Leen made
for a union of the Presbyterian Churches .
whether sach propusals be stil pending, or, of
othurwise, upun what grounds they have been
declined?”

In reply, T have the honour to state that I
placad your letter en the table of the Presby tar,
of Bathurst at the mecting of that body held
yesterday o and 1 am instructed to say that alt
the ministers of the Presliy tery continae in thar
furmes relation to the Cliurch of Scutland ; that
proposals for a umon of the Preshy terians of
Australia have bean made, but that, as the nego-
tiations are still poading, it would be prema-
ture to state the nature of those proposals,
which, doubtless, must underge consideralle
maodification.  And 1 am further instructed to
say that it was resolved two jears ago by the
Syvnod of Australia that no union with any other
Preshy terian Church  should be consummated
without reference to the Church of Scotland.

I am to add that a confereuce between the
Unien Committees of the respective Synods iz
to he held iu Sydney on the 12th inst, at which
conference one of the hietliven of this Preshyte-
ry will be present.  Should any definite result
be attained, a further communication will he
made to you immediately, which it is hoped 3 eu
may reecine previously to the meeting of the
General Assambly in Muy next.—I have the
houour to be, Sit, yuur most vbndient servant,

ALEXANDER MW EYEN,
Moderator of the Preshytery of Bathurst.

The following is the reply of the Preshytery
of Maitland, embodied in an extract from the
minntes of that reverend body, of date “27th
February. 1857 “and subscribed by the Moderator
and Clerk :—

Maitland. 27th February, 1857,
Which day the Preshytery of Maitland met,

Preshyteries of Sydney and Maitland, in the
former of which there are twelve clergymen,
and in the latter pine. I beg further to state
that, being anxiouslydesirous there should be no
misunderstanding with the parent Church as
to the present position of the Synod here, in re-
spect both to the Church at Home and also in re-
gard to the Synod here in connection with the
Free Church, the Synod of Australia. at their
annual mecting, instructed their Moderator and
Clerk to communicate on these matters with
the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scot-
land ; and. althengh the reports of the Preshy-
teries of Sydney and Maitland earry out in a
great measure the wishes of the Synod, still it
is resolved to comply with the instructions of
the Synod : and, therefore, you may still expect
befare the cnsuing meeting of the General As-
sembly a letter giving the Iatest intelligence
in refercuce to the subjects mentioned in the
afuresaid circular, and more esp.ecialiy as tathe |
peogre-< and probable result of the negotiations
for uniot. tow yoing «n between the Synod of
Austrajia in connection with the Established
Chareh of Seotland, and the Synod of Eastern |
Au-tralia in connection with the Free Church.
With nndaninished attachment ta our revered ]
and heloved Church, aud carnest prayers for her |

and was duly constituted—Inter alia—

The Moderator laid npon the table of Presty -
tery a letter which he had received from the
Sceretary of the Colonial Committee of the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland,
dated 18th Sept., 1856, in which it was stated
that information was requested respecting the
relations in which the Preshyterian Churches of
Australia stand to one another—particularly,
whether all the ministers continue their former
relation to the Church of Scotland: what pro-
posale have been made for a union of the Pres-
by terian Churches: whether such proposals he
still pending, or. if otherwise, upon what ground
they have been declhined—and that an early re-
ply was solicited, in order that the information
thus proposed to be obtained shouldbe lrid before
the next General Assembly.

Whereupon the Presbytery.after due delibera-
tion, nnananously agreed to the following as
their reply :—

The Presbytery, in the outset, beg to observe
that. as the four colonics—viz.,New SouthWalcs,
Victoria, South Australia and Western Austra-

. lia,— which have been planted witun the con-

tinent of JAustraha, areall of them separate and
independent communities. so the Churches which
have been established i each of them respee-
tively, arc also eatirely independent of one an-



other. They gre as much separate and inde-
pendent Churches as if they existed in different
hemispheres. In all these eolomes (with the
exception, the Presbytery helieves, of Western
Australia)there exist branches of the chief Pres-
byterian denominations of the Mother Country
related to one another very much as they are
in Scotland. In Vietoria negotiutions have
been going on for sume vears with aview to o
union of the Svnod of Victoria, which represents
the Established Church of Scatland, with the
Free Church (and United Presh) terian) commu-
nion, but the Preshyters cannot say with what
prospect of success  The Chuich of which this
Presbytery is u part, denominated the Synodof
Australia in connection with the Established
Church of Seotland, is the represeatative vf the
Church of Scotland within the territory of New
South Wales only.  Althvugh denominated the
Synod of Australia, its territorial field is limited
to New Scuth Wales—one only of the Austra-
lian colonies.

This Presbytery numbers seven ministers.
Two were ordained by Preshy teriesin Scotland
two were licentintes of the Church of Scotland,
and ordained here . oue is from the Preshyte-
riau Church ofIreland : one from England, nop
regularly educated fur the ministry , and one
received his education wholly in this colony.
None of these has taken or (zo far as isknown
to the Presbytery) contemplates taking any
step which can affect, in any way his hitherto
existing relation to the Chuich of Scotland.

Besides pur Synud there are iwo other budies
denominated Preshy terian Cliurches in this colo-
ny=—uue colsists of thuse tninisters und members
who, in 1844, separated themselves from our
Synad. and formed themzelves mto a new hady,
holding. as they express ity Free Church princi-
ples, under the name of the Synod of Bastern
Australia.  The other is quite insignificant, both
in point of numbers and influence, and 1s the
body of which Dr. Lang is considered the head.
This body is chiefly disunguished by its advo-
cacy of the Voluntary principle for the support
of the Christian Mimstry.

In 1853 certain ministers of our Church moved
and carricd in our Synod that a commitiee be
appointed to confer with @ commitice of the
Synod of Eastern Aunstralia respecting a union
of the two Synuds.  The negotintivns cunsequent
on this step had not gone on long Leforeat was
found that no union would be agreed to by the
Free Church party except on terms which the
majarity of our Synod believed would compro-
mise the Synod's relation to the parent Church.
Accordingly it was resolved that the neguotiation
should be hroken off. a resolutivn having pre-
viously been passed to the effect that no union
of the two hoadies chould he consummated with-
out the sanction of the General Asseibly of the
Estiblished Church of Scotland. At the last
merting of our Synod, however, in October, 18356,
on a representation being made that several of
the most influential ministers of the Free Church
Synod had expressed awillingness to modify, to
a very material extent, the terms and conditions
for which they had on the former occasion stood
out, and several petitions having at the ame
time been laid on the table of the Court from
members of our Church, urging that steps be
taken with a view, if possible, to a union, the
Synod agreed to appoint, a second time, a com-
mittee on vnion—the Free Chureh Synod adopt-
ing a similar course on their side. The two
committees have met more than once, but, from
what has transpired, it appears that any terms
which the opposite party have as yet propased
are fully as objectionable as those which were
formerly rejected by our Synod  The commit-
tee of qur Synod on union i< instructed merely
to reccive the proposals which may be made by
the other Synod, and to report them to the Court.
The committee isauthorised to conclude nothing.

The Preshytery is of opinien that, however
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desirable s union of all the Preshyterians of the
colony might be in other circumstances. in the
present state of feeling throughout the difterent
bodies the attempt wounld be inexpedient . and
thitt, even itit were not so, & union at the present
time is not practicable, uniess on terms to wiich
our Synod could not agree

Rt Buaiy, Moderator, Maitland Presbytery.

Trowas Stmrox, Clerk of Presbytery.

The Sydney Presbytery haring sent a copy
of the proposed terms of union on both sides ren-
ders it unnccessary for this Presbytery to do so.
T. 8.

The Rev. Mr. Love, of Geelong, had forwarded

the fullowing as the articles of union between !

the Free Presbytery Synod of Victoria and the
Synod of Victoria, agreced by the Unmion Com-
mittee of the former body, and submitted to the
Union Comumttec of the latter :—

We, the undersigned ministers and elders of
the Synod of Victoria and of the Synod of the
Free Presbyterian Church of Victoria, consti-
tuting the supreme judicatories of our respective
Churches, and being, as such, free and indepen-
dent, and under no external jurisdiction nor con-
trol whatever, having resolved, after long and
prayerful deliberation, and repeated friendly
conferences, held on the motion and at the m-
stigation of the furmer Synad, to unite together
in one Synod and ene Church, being satistied
that there is no longer any unpedonent or lun-
derance to the same, and that we hold the same
standards and formulas—namely. the Westmin-
ster Confesston of Faith, the Larger and Shor-
ter Catechiss, the Form of Presbyterial Church
Governent, the Directory for Public Worship,
and the Secend Book of Discipline. do now, in
the name of the Great Head of the Church, and

with solemmn praver fur IHis guidance and bless- -

ing. join and unite together in one Synod, to he
called the *Synod of Victona, ' having super-
intendence und jurisdiction over all the Preshy-

homolegate and agree to this unwon, in the same
way and w ith the same powersand authoritics as
aforesaid Synods; and resvlve and determine
that the following be the fundamental principles
and articles of this union. and be subseribed by
cach of the members of the new Synod, namely =

1. That the Westminster Confession of Faith,

17

trate to interfere, and faithless and sinful in the
Church to permit or submit to such interference ;
and that from any of the decisions of her ju-
dicatories in reference to such spiritual matters
there can be no appeal to any civil court or
ruler whatever

IV. That, accoarding to the views and princi-
ples laid down in the Confession of Faith and
Second Book of Diseipline in regara to the head-
ship of Christ over the members of the Church
individually, they have righteand privileges se-
cured to them winch may not be interfered with,
and that the rulers are to exercise their author-
ity <o as to have respeet to these, and to take
care that no elder or minister be intruded on
any congregation contrary to their will; ang,
in particnlar, that it shall be a fundamental rula
of this Church that the election of a minister,
ruling elders and deacons belongs to the mém-
bers of cach separate congregation in full con-
munion, the judicatories of the Church superin-
tending and regulating the same.

YV That this Synod. while holding itself at
liberty to maintain communion and correspon-
dence with all other faithful Presbyterian
Churches throughout the World, has yet of right
and 13 determined to jnaintain a separate and
independent character and positiun, and to pre-
serve unimpawred 2 supreme and independent
jurisdiction over its subordinate jndicatories
and congregations and people, irresnective of
any other Church or body whatsoever : and that
all privileges, whether ccclesiastical or tempo-
ral, by any of the ministers, office-bearers or
other members, in virtne of thdir office and
membership respectively, are and shall be pos-
sessed and enjoyed free from the interfeténce or
control of any cceclesiastical boudy furcign to
itself.

Y1 That the foregoing principles be summed up
in the subjoined forula, and he signed by every

C ; - lieentinte hefore receiving license, and by eveéry
teries and kirk-sessions and congregations thas .

the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, the Form of |

Presby terial Church Go~ernment, the Directory
for Public Worship, and the Sccond Book of
Discipline, be the standard and formulas of this
Church.

11. That, according to the views and principles
laid duwn in the said Confession on the duty of
the civil magistrate in regard to rehigion, setting
forth that he is bound and required to use offi-
cial power and influence for the maintenance,
protection and support of the Truth, and the re-
straining and puttingdlawa of crror and ungodli-
ness,Lut that thisas tobe done onlyin aceurdance
with the requirements of the Word of Gad, and
withinthesphere to which mere civil authority o>
by that Word restricted. and that. in subscrib-
ing to the said Confession, the ministers and
clders of this Church are not to be understood
AS encouraging or countenancing perécenting
and intolerant principles. or as professing any
viewa incongistent with liberty of couscience
and the right of private judgment.

HT That, according to the views and princi-
ples 1aid downin the said Confession in regard
to the sole headship of Clirist over Hiz Church,
and the authority with which He has invested
her rulers, they have an independent and exclu-
sivejurisdiction in the governmentofthe Church
in all spiritual things, and that it belonga to

minister previous to his reception into the Syvod
or induction into any of its congregatious.

YORMULA TO RE SUBSCRTIED.

I do hereby declare that I do sincerely
own and believe the whole doctrine. contained in
the Coufession of Faith, approved by the Gene-
ral Assembly of the Churcli of Scotland in the
year 1047, to be the truths of Gad; and 1 do
hikewice own the purity of worship presently
anthorised and practised in the Presbyferian
Church of Victoria, and also the Presbyterisa
government and discipline thereof, which doe-
trine. discipline and church government, I am
persunded, are founded on the Word of God,
and agrecable thereto.  Ilikewise sincodely and

. heartily Lold the principles respecting the six

premacy of Christ over His Church, and her
subjection to Him as her unly Head, and the
freedom from secular control in the managemen't
of \he affairs of Christ’s house, Yelonging to her
in virtue of His institution, which are set forth
in the articles of union agreed on avd subiséribed
by the ministers and clders coustituting the
Synod on

i approve, al<o, of all the other declarations
and provigions of the said articles; and I pro-
mise that, through the grace of Qod, 1 shall

_firmly and constantly adhere to the same, and,

them alonce to admit or exclude members and |

office-bearers, and to license ana ordain mims- P
" witn the same.

ters, to indnet and settle them over congrega-

tions, and to suspead or a. pose them; and that |
with these and the like functions it is equally !
presumptunns and unwarrantable in the magis-

to the utmost in my power, shall, in my station,
assert, maintain and defend the said doctnne,
worship, digcipline and government of this
Church, together with its exclusive and final
spiritual jurisdiction, and its independence from
all external control ard interference. And I
promice that I shall follow no divisive courses
from the principles and constitution of this
Church, rcnouncing all doctrines, tenets and
opinions whatsocver contrary to or inconsistent

Agreed 234 August, 1854,
(Signed)
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Th» Commiitee remark it would be out ot place
in them to encer upon the desicableness ot union
among Jie dulle ent branches of the Chnistian
Church. They take leave, however, to say that
no union can be permanently beneticial which is
not based upon a cordinl agreement on ull the
vital doctrines of the Gospel, as well as upon
those subordinate points which in more recent
times have given rise to the warmest coatro-
versy. Probably, as the subject is one of great
moment, the General Assembly may pronounce
a specinl deliverance upon it, irrespective of o
deliverance upon the other parts of this Report

The Committee now respectfully solicit the
attention of the Assembly to two points which
they have seriously considered as of wmaterial
importance in prosecuting the duty assigned to
them i—

I The Commi*t~c humbly suggest that appli-
cat.  be mede to ied Majesty’s Govermnent to
a + atmeadditimal clergymanin Ceylon,and
one m Beitish G iiana, whose duly it would be to
act as mrssionaries among our people in the more
obscure parts of these countries, and also to
supply the place of any fixed clergyman, who,
upon good grounds, may be obliged temporarily
to leave bis charge.

II The Comnmittee snggest that application be
made to the proper quarter, to the effect that
chaplains belunging to the Church of Scotland
be appoin-ed at those permanent nilitary sta-
tinys who e Preshyterian soldiers almost con-
stantly re~ide, and where our countrymen ought
to s juy the same religious privileges as thuso
belonging to the sister Establishment When
troops are <ent abroad, it frequently occurs that
Church of England chaplains are sent along
with them for the benefit of those who arc in
communioa with that Church. Now in such
eases itscems desiravie that Church of Scotland
chaploins should ulso be sent, provided any
ennsiderable number of Preabyterians belong to
the detachment.

In reference to their finances, the Committee
bave drawn to the extent of upwards of 1,700
upon their Reserve Fund.

In conclusion, the Committee carnestly invite
the co-operation of their younger brethren to
engage as missionaries in thoe colonies, holding
out the prospect of appointments to pcrmanent
charges.

J. C. Fowrer, LL.D, Convencr.

Dr. Fowler, after reading the Report, sugges-
ted that the Assembly should now take the Re-
port into consideration, excepting that portion
of it referring to union in Australia, rescrving
it for a special deliverance.

Dr. Leishman, Glasgow, went over the prin-
cipal statements in the Repurt, and cxpressed
much gratification that so many nnsmwnanes
had been sent out during the year. As to the
question of union in Australia, he thought the
Committec had cxercised a wise discretion in
saying what tbey did regarding it, and propos-
ing that the subject should be made one of ma-
ture discussion at some future meeting of the
Assembly. He moved that the General Assem-
bly approve of the Report of the Colonial Com-
mittee, and express their high satisfaction at the
large numbier of ministers sent during Iast year
to suppiy the ordinances of the Gospel in the
colonies, their deep sympathy with thosc still
unprovided for, and their resolution to prosecute
the design «f securing to all their colomal breth-
ren the inestimable blessings of & Gospel min-
istry. reappoiut the Committes, and desire
the Moderator to tender the thanks of the As-
sembly to the Convener and the Committee for
the great fidelity and zeal with which they have
dicharged their duties. In referencato procur-
ing chaplains for Presbyterian soldicrs, the As-
sembly instruct the Committee to use all dili-
gence in carryiug out their suggestions on the
subject, and further, considering the importance
of the communication cmbodied in the Report

THE PRESDY {ERIAN

regarding the negotistions for union in Austra-
lin, defer their delivetance on that patt of the
report till a future dict of Assembly.

Mr. Hugh Bruce, advacate, seconded the mo-
tion.

Dr. Paul, St Cuthbert's, remarked that some
of the students who had last year gone out to
the colonies were among the most distinguished
young men whom the Universities had sent out.

The Report was approved of, excepting the
question proposed to be reserved ; and

The Moderator, in very eloguent and appro-
priate terms, returncd the thanks of the Assem-
bly to Dr. Fowler and the Committee. He ex-
pressed regret at the absence on this occasion
of the vencrable founder of this Mission, a man
of whuse immense services to this Church they
should ever retain a most grateful rememmbrance,
and who was still spared, ontliving all his
contemporaries, to sce the truits of his lubonrs
in many a tabernacle and temple in the wilder-
ness. He felt perfectly satistied that, had he
been present, notwithstar dung the difterence to
which allusion has beer made, it would have
made his heart warm t¢ hear the very interest-
ing details given in t} 8 Report.  (Applause.)

Tuespay, May 20,

The Assembly resumed to-day at twelve

cluck, the Moderator in the chair.
HOME MISSIUN.

Dr. Simpson, Convener of the Committee on
this Scheme, read their Report.

Dr Sunpsun, having concluded the reading
of the Report, said he had vow to tender his res-
ignation of the convenership of this Comnuttec.
He gave no yeason fur taking this step; but ex-
pressed the warmest interest in its future pros-
perity,and congratulated the Church on its pres-
ent very efficient state.

Dr. M Pherson moved the approval of the Re-
port, and the Jhanks of the House to Dr. Suimpson
and the Committee for their greai and eflicient
exertions in promoting the suceess of the Scheme.
He deeply regretted the resignauon of the Con-
veuer.

Mr. Cuclirane seconded the motion.

Dr. Paton bore testimory to the valuable re-
sult olnained from the grants made to chapels
in Glasgow, and cuncurred with Dr, Leishan in
hoping the Convener would withdiaw his resig-
nation of office.

D:. Hill joined very strongly in the universal
feeling that Dr. Simpson would not withdraw
from his superintendence of the Schieme.

The Moderator then conveyed the thanks of
the Asscmbly to Dr. Simpson and the Comnuttee.

Dr. Simpson, with reference to the strong aj-
peal made to him to continue Convener, said he
would respond to the desire of the Assembly if
they cunsidered that, by remaning in the office
anuther year, it would aiud the Assembly i ob-
taining « suceessor,

WEDNESDAY, Mav 27,
The Assembly met to-day at twelve o'clock
~—Dr. Roliertson, Moderatar,
EVEFNING SEDFRUNT.
The Assembly resumed at eigl o'clock.
A RLIND APPLICANT FOR LICENSE.

An application was then taken up from the
Presbytery of Aberdeen, asking leave from the
General Assembly to take ou probationary
trials, with the view to license, Mr. William
Corhet. student of Divinity, a blind young man
of great attainments, and certified by several
Prafessors and by the Presbytery to be of warm-
1y religious character, and zealously desiring to
be allowed to preach the Gospel.

Dr. Piric stated the earnest wisa of the young
man to enter Wpon missionary work, for which
he had many remarkable qualifieations. Under
the Scotch Benefices Act he would not be quali-
fied for s parochieal charge, ifeven one abjector
appeared. but that was not his view., He wac

a peison of independent meang, and wag the
gon of Dr. Jumes Corbet of the Bast India Come-
pany's Service, and all he desired wus to make
himself useful a3 an assistant, or missionary, or
chaplain in some public institution.  The Pres-
by tery were e ceedingly desirous to promote the
young man's 'vshes and take him on trial ; but
this they we ¢ prevented from domg by the
laws of the Canrch, without the pernussion of
the Assembly, which they now craved.

After a short discussion on the precedents
bearing on the case, the appliciition was unani-
mausly agreed to,

The Assembly adjourned at a quarter to
twelve, to meet to-day at eleven o'clock.

Turrspay, May 28,

The Assembly resnmed to-day at eleven
o'clock.
THE EDUCATION SCHEME.

Dr. Cook, Haddington, read the Report of the
Committee for Increasing the Means of Educu-
tion in Scotland, particularly in the Highlands
and Islands The tabular abstract at the com-
mencement of the Repurt showed that there were
120 schools on the first scheme, of which 117
-have 7733 scholars on the roll, besides 489 Sab-
bath scholars not at week-day school, 46 on
the second scheme, of which 43 have 4072
scholars, besides 1172 scholars on Sabbath only 5
13 temale schivols, of which 12 have 837 scholars,
and 172 scholars on Sabbath only ; besides the
Edinburgh Norma) School with 634, and the
Glasgow Normal School with 727 pupnls  Mah-
ing allowance for the few schools from which
returns had not been received, it was computad
that there were on the roll of the Assembly
schouls at 1st April 14,240 scholars, and that
there had been enrolled during the year 17,795
scholars—making, with those at schuol ou
Sabbath unly, about 20,000. The Report pro-
cecded to state ;— .

The anuual expenditure by the Committee on
the salaries of teachers amonnts to L2704, 68
8d. to teachers on the first scheme, £553, 10s,
to those on the secomd;, and L83 to femaie
teachers—making in all £3340, 16s. 8. The
whule onvluments reccived by 172 of the
teachers, including those derived from other
sources, were £3562, 0s. 10d. ; the average in-
come of cach of 117 teachers on the first scheme
being £48, 18 24 . of ench of 13 teachers on
the second, £39, 3s. Td. ; und of eachof twelie
female teachers, £32, 95. 3d.  The state of the
funds compelled the Committee last year tv
withdraw their aid fiom a few locahities in
which little was being accomplished. and n
which the school buildings had fallen into dis-
repair.  They have more recently, however,
acceded to urgent reguests to cstablish schools
in destitute districts in Shetland and Shye, so
that the number of schools at present on the
Scheme is the same as at the date of last year's
report.

In reference to female schools, the Report ac-
knowledges the aid received from the Eldery
Daughters” Association ot this object, aud vres
ceeds —The Committee have hadopportunitics
of ob~erving with great sauisfaction the rajud
growth of female schools in every part of the
country At the samnc time it has occurred to
them that, by attachiag proposcd female schiouls
to the existing parociual sehools, much expense
mighi be saved.  In this way, too, great mutual
adiantages would be conferred, the waster
being rehieved of the infant portion of his
pupils, who nenld be confined 1o the female
room, and the elder girls receiving nstraetion
in the higher braaches of an Euglish coure
fram the master for a limited portion of cxch
day.

The Committee have great leasurcin repoti-
ing the steady progress and tapid developent
of the Normal Schools under the cfficient super-
intendence of their respective rectors. the Rev



Mr. Currie and Mr. Donglas.
these institutions are now in so ﬂourishing a
condition as to give good reason for expecting
that the Churchi will not be called upon in
future to make advances for their support
“beyond the sum which, by arrangements with
the Privy Council, the Committec are bhound to
contribyte,

The Committee rejoice to state that .the femftlg
boar g-house,provided by the Scottish Ladies
Asseintion for the accommodation of female
studonts, has been iilled diring the past year,
and that instruction contintes to be given there
a3 formerly in domestic cconomy. The Com-
mittee have been preventd ouly by the state
of their funds frum contriboiing t

towards the
extension of the present vsuibiistiment.

The Committee regret to be obliged to state
that, notwithstanding the urgeut appeal made
to the Church in thbeir last vejort, there has
been & considerable filling-ofi in wlmost all the
items of receipt.  The general res that
this vear the whole ordinary income ainenuts
to £4514, 5s. 5d.. to whicii has to be adiled =ale
of furnituare, Normal School, 57 5:0 5d..
£4611, 10s. 10d. ; while last year it amonnted
to £4914, 15.3d. The Committes have anxious-

[EN

1y endeavoured to reduce the ordinary expendi- |

ture, but little can now be done in that way
except by striking off schools. [t amounts this
year, including, as usual, repayment of £200
to East and West India Fund, to £4383, 14s.
5d.—last year it amounted to £4629, 16s. 23d.

Dr. Couk, after Reading the report, addressed
the Assembly. He said the first statement he
had to make was, taken in connection with the
somewhat melancholy view of their funds given
in the Report, of a highly gratifying character.
He had had a communication from the trustees
of the late Mr. Fergusson of Carsebrock, stat-
ing, in answer to the application he had marde
to them, that they had made a grant of £500
to the Education Committee. This gratifving
fact, however, was by no means sufficient to
remove the feelng of anxiety which the Com-
mittee had expressed in their Report. The fact
was that for a succession of years the ordinary
income of the Scheme had never been able to
meet all the demands made upon it. The
Committee were quite able from the ordinary
income to meet the ordinary expenditure of
carrying on their present school establishment,
but there was £500 which must be paid every
year to the Normal Schools, by agreement with
the Government, which for a succession of years
the Committee had never been able to pay from
that source. The Committee had hitherto been
preserved from difficnlties only by accidental
legacies, or, as last year, by making an ex-
traordinary collection.

The Committee were under deep obligation
to the association which had been formed within
the Presbytery of Elgin, a very active and ener-
getic mewnber of which he saw present (Mr.
Wylie). They had had from year to year sent
up to them a large sum of money from that as-
sociation, and which did notin any way appear
to diminish the ordinaty collection for the
Scheme within the district.

There was another point to which he wished
to direct the attention of the Assembly—name-
ly female edncation. He was more and more
impressed every year with the great importance
of carrying out female education, and there was
a great ficld open at this moment for efforts in
this direction. No doubt other Churches were
in the ficld and showing earnestness and dili-
gence in the work, and they must be gratified
to think that other labourers were engaged in
it besides themselves; but it was not for the
Church of Scotland, having the position she
beld in the country, to come after others in
this work.

A number of the wives and daughters of
elders in this city had formed an association

The finances of !
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for the purpose of promoting female education,
and, besides giving to this Committee as much
as enabled them to support these thirteen
schools, they contributed to the support of the
schools df the Gaelic Association. Now these
ladies were extremely anxious to get branches
formed in different parts of Scotland, and he
was sure the elders present had only to hear of
it to urge their wives and daughters to become
fellow-workers with those of Edinburgh in this
good work.

He did hope that the claims of this Association
would not be lost sight of by those who took

-an interest in their Church throughout the

country, and that the elders present, when they

i returned home, would do everything they could

to interest their ladies in the cause. The Report
also brought under the notice of the Assembly
the efforts of the Scottish Ladies’ Association,
who had fitted up a house for the reception, at
small board, of the female pupil teachers
attending the Normal School, and where both
their morals and comfort were watched over.
That this house was much appreciated might be
iearned from the fact that last year they had
thriy v fiy applications for admission more
thin t.vy were able to meet. These ladies were
already anxious that they should be enabled
to cularge the existing accommodation, and
had applied to the Committee for aid, which
they were reluctantly obliged to refuse from
want of funds. He was quite sure the House
would feel that here, too, there was an im-
nortant call on their Christian liberality ; and
he trusted that the appeal these ladies made
would be adequately responded to. (Applause.)
The Rev. Dr. Smith, Cathcart, moved that
the Assembly approve of the Report,and express
their thanks to the Convener and the Committee,
and recommend the Presbyteries of the Church
to take into their earnest consideration the best
measures in which, within their bounds, the
funds may be increased, whether by the estab-
lishment of auxiliary associations, or otherwise
eliciting enlarged and more general contribu-
tions from members of the Church. .

> Professor Swinton seconded the motion.

There could be no doubt, he said, that the Re-
port dn the whole was of a gratifying nature.
It showed that they were maintaining alto-
gether 179 schools, and giving instruction to
about 20,000 children, independent altogether
of similar exertions by the Society for Promot-
ing Christian Knowledge, and by other modes
more or less in connection with this Church.
These facts were, he thought, an answer to
any one who would allege that the Church of
Scotland was indifferent to the education of
the poor. They could not but feel much grati-
fication at the report given of the progress of the
two Normal Schools. They had this very en-
couraging and important fact presented to them,
that the number of candidates for Government
certificates had, in four years, increased from
31 to 128, a large proportion of whom had suc-
ceeded in obtaining them. This showed the
large number of wcll-qualified teachers these
institutions were sending forth, but this very
giccess involved on the friends of the Scheme
throughout the country proportionate obliga-
tions.

The motion was unanimously agreed to.

The Moderator, in conveying the thanks of
the Assembly to Dr. Cook, said it was with
unfeigned pleasure he discharged the duty
which now devolved upon him. The interest-
ing Report which he had just submitted was
marked by all that clearness and muscular
vigour that characterised every production of
his pen. The Report was, notwithstanding
some adverse features, on the whole a most
gratifying one. The first difficulty referred to
—namely, that of getting young teachers of

talent to accept the very inadequate provision | of repetitions.
offered by some of their schools—~was no doubt | thought.

becn vacant for several years.
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a present evil, but he (the Moderator) felt that
they had only to apply a great moral force to
the country to convert that evil into a great
and remarkable blessing. In reference to the
female schools, he (the Moderator) wondered
he had not been anticipated in the remark,
that the good work of the Elders’ Daughters’
Association was not necessarily limited to those
who were the wives and daughters of elders.
He would call for the help also of the wives
and daughters of those who wished to be elders
~that was to say, the whole community.
(Laughter.) 1t appeared from the Report that
the Presbytery of Elgin had distinguished them-
selves in the support of the Scheme. Now he

" could state that in connection with another

Scheme he had held a mecting in Elgin, the
result of which was that he had received, from
the parish of Elgin alone, and that not from
heritors and landed propietors but from ordinary
parishioners, subscriptions to an amount ex-
ceeding £600. (Applause.) If all others
would but follow the example of the parish and
Presbytery of Elgin, then not only their Edu-
cation Scheme, but all their other Schemes,
would flourish and prosper. He (the Moderator)
felt that they were only at the beginning of this
and other great works, and that they had no
reason to fear the ultimate success, for, having
reason, truth, and the interests of humanity
upon their side, they had only to hold up these
interests before the eyes of their countrymen,
and their coffers would be amply replenished,
the windows of heaven would be opened, and
blessings would be poured down upon them
such as they had never yet experienced. (Loud
applause.) .

THE KILMALCOLM CASE,

This case was taken up on the merits. The
appellants were the objectors to the settlement
and the respondents were the patron and pres:
entee. The objectors complained of certain
judgements of the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr
reversing decisions of the Presbytery of Green-
ock finding certain objections to the presentee
proven, and refusing to proceéd with his in-
duction. ) ’

The, parish of Kilmaleolm, it appesrs, has now
) ~ On the death
of the last incumbent, the patron, John Coxe,

Esq., presented the Rev. Mr. Russell, whose get,.
tlement was objected to on various grounds
A lengthened procéss took place in the Church
Courts, but, before the case came for final
decision in the Assembly, the presentee died.
A new presentation was some time afferwards
issued by the patron in favour of the Rev.
William Law, minister of Auldfield Chapel
and it was laid on the table of the I’resbytery’
of Greenock on the 3rd September last. = The
presentation was unanimously sustained by the
Presbytery, and Mr. Law was appointed to
preach in Kilmalcolm Church on Sabbath the
14th and Monday the 15th Scptember. The
presentee preached accordingly in presence of
a large congregation, of a committee of the
Presbytery—namely, Dr. M‘Culloch, the Rev.
Messrs Mackie, Maclaren and Macfur’lime. The
26th September was appointed for moderating
in a call, and on that occasion the patron's
mamla.tory and other persons signed the call,
but ohjections were given in signed by James
Lang, Alexander Scott and Archibald M‘Kellay.
The Preshytery met on the 8th October to con-
sider the relevancy of the objections, and, after
discussion, came to certain findings on the
subject. On the 15th October the findings
were, on the appeal to the Synod of Glaseow
and Ayr, generally sustained ; and the obajo,c.-
tions as found relevant by the Presbytery and
Synod, and on which proof was talen hy the
Presbytery, were ag follow :— -
I. His prayers arc without method and full
They evince great poverty of
They are not such ag adoring, peni-
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tent, grateful and needful worshippers would
humbly presentat the throne of grace. II. His
sermons partake of the character of rhapsody,
being made up of unconnected and vague ideas.
They make no useful impression on the mind.
They not only fail to edify, but they have a
bewildering effect by clouding the ubvious and
natural meaning of texts. The style in which
his discourses i3 written i3 very uninteresting
and puerile. II. The awkward and hurried
manner in which he reads the Sacred Scriptures,
and also his expos'tions and sermons make
them all unintelligible. His words are hurled
forth in a continuously impetuous stream, be-
tokening irreverence in him who would lead
and direct the worship of God. [Fourth ob-
jection found not relevant.] V. Heisindolent
in the ministerial work. e is very deficient in
congregational visitation and superintendence.
Two congregations have alrcady dwindled
under his charge, on account of the unaccept-
#bility and luke-warmness of his ministration.
VI. The parish and congregation of Kilmalcolmn
are large and important ; and an energetic and
devnted iminister is desired and necessary.
The present presentee is not of this character.

The objectors first calied as witnesses the
re”. gentlemen who had heard the presentee
preach his trial discourses, but they all objected
to be examined on the ground of the incom-
patibility of being witnesses and judges in the
same cause, which objection the Presbytery,
and subsequently the Synod, sustained. The
result of the proceedings of the .Assembly on
Wednesday, it may be recoliccted, was to find
the reception of this evidence (uite compatible
with the witnesses being thereafter judges in
the causc ; but that, on its being stated that
the purpose of the examination was to adduce
further cvidence on the iirst, second, third and
sixtl objections, the Assembly considered that
there was no penuria lestivm on these abjections
which could warrant them in delaying the case
for ancther year

Sixteen witnesses were examined for the ob-
jectors, and twenty-nine for the presentee.  The
leading witness for the objectors was Dr. W,
Brown, residing in Glasgow, whose father had
formerly been an incumbent of the parish, and
who still took an interest in it. He deponed
to having written out the objections. It oc-
curred to witness that the presentec’s prayers
were too general, and evinced great paucity of
iden, and a want of spiritunl-mindedness. The
sermon was just & jumble of loose ideas from
beginning to end, and the style and matter
were uninteresting and puerile; while his
reading was hurried and unintelligible. Several
other witnesses expressed their non-edification,
one or two of them deseribing the reading as
like that of 2 boy at school. Some of the wit-
nesses had also been objectors to the settlement
of the late Mr. Russell, but had not signed the
present objections, Leing afraid of being drawn
into a great Jdeal of expense. One of the wit-
nesses (Archibald M‘Kellar, blacksmith) de-
poned ‘—* The objectors look to Providence to
pay the expensesof this opposition.” The snme
witness described the presentee’s discourses as
“ thapsody,” and defined that word to mean
“ poetical style.”  He also defined ¢ pucrility
of style” to be ¢ poverty of speech.”  His non-
cdification from the prayers arose from the
want of ¥ unction.” Another witness (Ninian
Parker, farmer) considered the presentec a very
dclf-confident man, and built up in bis own
abilities. He did not appear tobe very reverend-
loaking, and wae forward and bold-like. His
mipistrations were very cold and unedifying to
witness. QOne witness (John Brown, foreman
in Greenock) thought that, a< the ideas of the
disconrce were trivial, the rapid deliveiy of the
discoursc was rather a relief. He thought &°
person who had sach assurance ought 10 have
had some ability to back it. His style was, he
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thought,offensire both tolearned and unlearned. | dence did not support the decision of the Pres.

James Lang, one of the objectors, deponed that
he prayea as if they were all wild bours of the
forest, who were paying him no attention.
Rhapsody he (witness) defined as poetry, or
“mixing up words thegether”—as if thie words
“ were a' rumbled thro’ sther.”

The witnesses for the presentee, on the other
hand, maintained that the prayers were reverent
and earnest, that the discourses were scriptural
and cedifying, and lus reading clear and distinet.
He was cqual to many ministers they had heard,
and would be a suitable minister for the parish,
alike in point of physical, moral and spiritual
attainments. Several witnesses bure high testi-
mony to his usefulness while nunister of Auld-
field Chapel, and spoke of his visitations even
of those ill of cholera and typhus, his success
in establishing Sabbath schools, and his dili-
gence in other departments of ministerial work.
The funds of Aunldfield Chapel had fallen off
while he was minister, but only from the return
of several rich families to the parish church
from which they had been terporarily alienated.
The Rev. Dr. M‘Donald, of Comrie, Dr. Bell, of
Linlithgow, and Mr. Ker, of Polmont, testihed
both to the excellent character and the highly
respectable talents of the presentee, and, from
their knowledge of hun while & mussionary at
Crieff and Polmont, considered the objections
made to his induction to be unfounded. Sceveral
other witnesses spoke to there being a strong
antipatronage feeling in the parish, in which
feeling much of the present opposition origina-
ted.

The Presbytery of Greenock met on the 12th
March to consider the proof. On the first ob-
jection, by 10 to 3, they found it proven that
his prayers evinced poverty of thought, and
also (on the understanding that manner, not
matter, was meant) “that they were not such
as adoring worshippers,” &c., would offer. The
second objection was found proven, so far as it
affirmed that the sermons made no usefol im-
pression on the mind, and failed to edify; but
quoad ultra not pruven. The third was found
proven to the extent that the presentee’s manner
of reading tended to obscure the meanmg,
and did not betoken reverence. The fifth ob-
jection was found not proven, and the sixth
was found not proven, in so far as it stated that
the prescntee was not of the character described
as necessary for the parish. Un the whole
case, the Presbytery, by 10 to 3, feund the
presentee not fit and quabfied for the charge
of the parish, and refused to proceed with his
settlement. The Synod of Glasgow and Ayr
(whose sentence was now appealed) reversed
the findings of the Presbytery, so far as unfa-
vourable tr the presenice, ard ordained the
Presbytery to proceed with the settlement.

Dr. d‘Culloch, Greenack, on behalf of the
Preshytery, justified the decisions of that boda.

Mr A, R. Clark followed at great length for
the objectors.

Dr Hill addressed the Assembly in support
of the judgement of the Synod

Mr. Pyper, advocate, addressed the Court on
hehalf of the vatron and presentee.  He main-
tained that Mr. Law posasessed particular quali-
fications for the parish of Kilmalcolm and the
evidence was cqually favourable as to his
gencral qualifications. A morc cxcellent man
could not have heen proposed to the people of
Kilmalcolm, and, unless the objectors had been
actuated by mere dislike or causcless prejudice,
the Assembly would not have heard of this
opposition to a presentee in all respects unex-
ceptionable. Mr. Pyper then quoted from the
evidence of Rev. Dr. Bell, Linlithgow, a former
Moderator of the Assembly, who testified to Mr.
[aw’'s discourses being characterised by a
simplicity peculiarly suitable to a rural cungre-
gation. In gencral he maintained that the evi-
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bytery.

Mr. Mure, advocate, then replied for the ob-
jectors.  He urged that it had been pruven to
the satisfaction of the Presby tery of the buunds,
who henid all the evidence, that M1, Law was
not, under Lord Aberdeen’'s Act, & suitable
presentee fur this parish

Parties having been removed,

Mr. D. Smith, W. 8., addressed the House.
The call, he said, was signed by really but one
person, whilst o great majority ot the parnish
were reclaiming against it.  He thin wentover
the various ubjections, glancing at the evidence,
which, though conflicing in itsclf, was yet con-
clusive so far as based un what tovk place in
the Church.  He also placed great weight on
the upinion of members of the Preshytery on
the evidence, who not only heard it, but who
were themselves. or part of their number, pres-
ent.  He mouved, in effect, to reverse the
Jjudgement of the Synod, w.nd aftirm that of the
Presbytery.

Sheriff Barclay scconded the motion, and
supported it on the same ground.

Mr. A. 8. Cook remarked that the case was
a very important one, and wis characterised by
pecularities. The pauish contained a popula-
tion uf 1300, and yet only tlirec persons have
come furward to state any ohjection to the set-
tlement of this gentleman.  He held that the
Presbytery had found the real objections not
proven.  The objections were disproved by
the findings of the Presbytery themselves,
which findings, he declared, were inconsistent
and absurd  Judgiug of the whole case, he mov-
cd,—* That the dissent and complaint be dis-
missed, and the case remitte@ back to the Pres-
bytery of Greenock, with instructions to pro-
ceed to the settlument of the preseutee accord-
ing to the rules of the Church.”

Dr. M‘Pherson held thut the evidepce had
completely broken down. He seconded Mr.
Cook’s motion.

Mr. M‘Kenzie, Ferintosh, speaking for him-
self and some others, agreed in holding that
the presentee was as respectable as many among
them; but they did hold, in the circumstances
of this parish, and under the Scotch Beunefices
Act, that he was not the person to he seitled
in Kilmalcolm. They saw in the case before
them a perseveringly unaccommodating exer-
cisc of patronage, which the Scotch Benefices
Act was passed to prevent. The powers of the
Church are greater than the Procurator had
described.  The Assembly was entitled, under
the Act uamed, to prevent intrusion, and
those on behalf of whom he spoke, thoughnot,
perhaps, in every point agreeing witli the first
motion, would rather support it than the
second.

Principal Tulloch said a great deal had been
made of the paucity of the number ofobjectors,
and also especially as to their character. He
held tiat nothing vahd Lad been urged against
their character.  The burden of proof lay on
those who made the objection, and that proof
was not satisfactory. The pancity of the
number of objectors was sufficiently explawed
by the circumstances of the parish. Theevidence
proved, in his ojdnion, that thercisa pervading
feeling in the parish against Mr. Law  Ife had
tovked at the sermons and at the past carcer of
Mr. Law, and, on the other hand, at the char-
acter of the parish—which appeared to be sunk
inintcliectual and spiritunl ignorance and dead-
ness—and he asked himself,and whether they did
s0 or not, the country would—Was this the man
for this parish? He must decide this question
—and he held they were entitled to deade
upon it—in the negative. e was not the
man to quicken this parish; and it was this
vicw which should decide them ag a Christian
institute,—as the Church of Scotland. They
had heard read many details—so many that it



must be matter of regret that they hafl heard |‘
sc much of these things, and so little is heard
of the real spiritual interest in all such cases.
The House should evidence to the country that
the Scotch Benefices Act.was not a mockery,
as it would be if construed as bad been done
by some members, and that the Church was
determined to carry into force. )

Mr. Branks, Torphichen, demurred to sacri-
ficing this presentee for the purpose of showing
that they possessed the power. He contended
that the decision of the Synod was entitled to
weight.

The House then divided,—

First motion ... ... ... 110
Second do. vhe eee eas 71
Majority .. 39

The Assembly adjourned at a (iuarter past

two o'clock yesterday morning.

Fripay, May 29.
The Assembly met to-day at eleven o’clock
—the Moderator presiding.

After the usual devotion and the dispatch of

some routine business,
WIDOWS' FUND,

Dr. Grant submitted the annual report on
the Widows’ Fund, which was held as read.
He stated that the large sum of money copsti-
tuting the capital of this fund was lent on
beritable security at four per ceut., the interest
amounting to no less than £64,000.  The
number of annuitants had also this year been
increased by twelve.

The Rev. Dr. Robertson moved that the Re-
port be approved of, and that the thanks of this
House be given 10 Dr. Grant for his wise and
judicious management of the funds under his
care.

The Rev. Mr. Cooper seconded the motion,
which was unanimously carried.

SUPPLEMENTARY ORPHANS' FUXD.

. Dr. Grant, on behalf of Dr.- Paul, read the
Report of the Committee on the Supplementary
Orphan’s Fund, which explained the sgrigin,
nature and objects of the fund. The Reportstated
that the amount now exceeded £1600; and
that an additional sum had been received as a
donation from the trustees of the late Mr.
Ferguson of Cairnbrock. The Report recom-
mended that thé fund be committed to the
management of the statutory trustces of the
Widows' Fund of the Church, that tkey should
be authorised to take the fuud in loan at such
a rate of interest as they themselves received,
that they should report on the state of the
fund annually to the Assembly, and that the
Assembly should reserve to itse!f full power to
regulate the management and application of
the fund.

Dr. M‘Pherson very briefly called the atten-
tion of the Assembly to the important recom-
mendation contained in the Report, and moved
that the Asscmbly highly approve of the Report,
and receive the same with great satisfaction,
and authorise the recommendations of the
Committee; resolve in terms thereof ; and
further, record their thanks to the Committee
for their successful labours and instruct the
secretary to communicate their thanks to the
treasurer; a3 also, that the Assembly record
their sense of the considerate kinduess of the
trustees of Mr. Ferguson in having made the
liberal grant of £300, and authorise Dr. Grant
to reccive and discharge the same.

The motion was seconded by Walter Cook,
Esq., and carried.

LAY ASSOCIATION.

The Report of the Lay Association in support
of the five Schemes of the Church, an abstract
of which appeared in our impression of Wednes-
day, was laid hefore the Assembly.
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Principal Tulloch, in moving the adoption of )
the Report, and that the thanks of the Assem-
bly be given to Dr. Cook for the deep jntercst
he had taken in promoting the objecis of this
Association, briefly adverted in detail to their
objects, and said that the most distinctive fea-
ture of the Report appeared to him to be the
branch associations. In the colonies it was
proposed to institute such associations ; and he
hoped that the Lay Association would assist
the Church much more than it has hitherto
done, and bring to the Church a great increase
of Christian sympathy.

Dr. Crombic seconded the motion, which was
adopted. .

The Moderator then conveyed the thanks of
the Assembly to Dr. Cook, and said that this
Association seemed to him to be one of those
small seeds which was to issue in a great and
rapid growth, and would be productive of im-
portant results.

UNION OF AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES.

It was agreed, in reference to the proposed
unjon of the Presbyterian Churches in Aus-
tralia, that the General Assembly do not in the
meantime pronounce any decliverance on that
union, and instruct the Committee to watch
over the proposal, and to report to the next
General Assembly.

Dr. Pirie observed that the House, he believed,
would not be prepared to reject overtures from
any party whatever on this point. He had his
own views on this proposal, yet he thought it
would be wrong to refuse to extend the right
hand of fellowship to those who came forward
offering the right Land of fellowship to the
Church of Scotland.

INDIA MISSION.
Dr. Craik, Convener, read the Report by the

Committee for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts, especially in India. Of the Re-
port, which, with the documents appended toit,
is of great length, we had prepared a condensed

outline, which, however, we must postpone till
Wednesday.

Principal Tullochi moved * That the General
Assembly, having heard ‘the Report of the Com-
mittee of Foreign Missions, approve of and adopt
the same, reserving, meanwhile, for further con-
siderationall questions connectedwith the meas-
ures proposedto be adopted for takingadvantage
of grantsin aid afforded by the Court of Directors
of India, re-appoint the Committee, and convey
the thanks of the Assembly to Dr. Craik, and
through him to the Committee.”

Dr. Gillan se¢onded the motion, which
was agreed to; and the Moderator returned
the thanks of the Assembly to Dr. Craik and
the Committee.

Overtures were brought up by thePresbyteries
of Kelso, Jedburgh and Edinburgh, craving the
Assembly to reconsider its decision of last year
authorising acceptagee of grantsinaid. There
were also brought before the House reasons of
dissent by Dr. Barclay, Bryce, R. Lee, and the
Rev. Mr. Duff, against the transmission of an
overture on such grants by the Presbytery of
Edinburgh. These gentlemen dissented on the
grounds—1st, That it was unconstitutionat ; 24,
That it was highly disrespectful towards the
Supreme Court of the Church; 3d, Thatit was
rebellious ; and, 4th, That it was injurious to
the great Schemes of the Chureh.

Dr.Grantmoved “That the General Assembly,
having had before them overtures from several
Synods and Presbyteries of the Church on the
subject of Education in India, and the accep-
tance by this Church of grantsin aid on behalf
of the missionary seminaries there, nnd feeling
deep regret that the authorities of India should
not have made Christian instruction a strict
and imperative object in every seminary to he
countenanced and aided by them, do not, on

further and more mature consideration, feel
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themselves at liberty to apply for the said
-grants in aid.”

Dr. Stevenson seconded the motion. He ex-
pressed his entire satisfaction with the Report
which had been laid before the House. It was
eminently to the credit of Dr. Craik and the
Committee that they had taken so much interest
in its preparation. He was not discouraged by
any reference in the Report to the want of suc-
cess in our India dependencies, for a leaven had
been introduced which was affecting every
family there. It was argued that, if we accept
these grants, we should obtain the prestige of
the Indian Governrment, and should obtain
money to assist the Church in carrying on the
mission. e deplored the course which the
Indian Government had taken. If the literatnre
of Britain is given to the people in its secular
side, let this House remember the effects of
Encyclopaedic literature of France. This would
secularise all our institutions in India. That
alliance was destructive of our missionary ob-
jects, and fatal to our missionary character.
The arguments by which this alliance is de-
fended are those of pure secularism. We
are told that Christianity is to be postponed to
civilization, and that a rational theology ought
to precede the communication of revealed re-
ligion. He hoped that, as a Church, and as
Christian men, they might stand without such
aid.

Dr.Gillan moved—*‘ That the overtures tothe
effect of reversing the decision of Iast General
Assembly on the subject of grants in aid he dis-
missed, and that it be remitted to the Commitiee
to carry out, in the time and manner that may
seem to them most judicious,the proposals con-
tained in the Report, especially to give greater
prominence to the preaching of the Gosyel, and
the employment of all means that may seem best
fitted to convey to the natives of India clear
and correet conceptiona of Christian truth, and
to lead them through the teaching of the Spirit
of God to nttain an enlightened faith in Clrist
as the only Saviour.”

The “Rev. Mr. Balfour,
seconded the motion.

The Rev. Mr. Anderson, of Marnock, next
spoke in favour of the grants.

The Assembly adjourned at six o'clock,

of Clackmannan,

EvENING SepERUNT.

The discussion was resumed at cight o’clock,

Sheriff' Tait, Mr. Whyte, Professor Swinton,
Dr. Hill. Sheriff Barclay and Dr. Nishet, hav-
ing addressed the House, Mr. I’hin rose at the
end «f the debate and, after an address of
considerable length, moved that « Having
heard the overturcs on the subject of the Indian
Mission, and considering that in the present
circumstances no advantage can be derived
‘from grants in aid’ without establishing schools
to the neglect of the primary object of preaching
the Gospel; and considering also that the re-
ception of these grants is strongly opposed by
many zealous supporters of the mission, and,
further, feeling the importance of unauimity
for the success of this great scheme, herehy
instruct the Committee, while maintaining tle
efficicney of the existing educational stitutions,
especially as seminaries for training native
evangelists to direct their efforts exclugively to
the preaching of the Gospel, both in English
and the native language.”

The vote having been called for, Dr. Grant
replied, and it was agreed that the motions of
Dr. Gillan and Mr. Phin should be put, when
the former was carried by 139 to 43,

The second motion was then set aoainst the
motion of Dr. Grant, when the former was
carried by 140 to 39,

The Asscmbly adjourned at half past one
this morning, to meet at 11 o’clock.
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The Assembly met this morning at eleven— |
Dr Robertson, Moderator.

REPORT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.

Dr Craik, Glasgow, gave in the Report on Sab-
bath schools in connection with the Church,
and stated that the number of parishes which
have veported to the Committee last year was
012, being an increase of 52 on the reports given
in on the previous year, and that the number of
schools reported this year was 1607, being an
inceease of 237 on the number reported in 1856,
The number of scholars on the rolls of the
schools now reported was 109, 163, while the
average attendance was 94,296, The number
of teachers in the 1607 schools was 9162. Dr
Craik, afier reading his Report, intimated his
desire to resign the convenership of this com-
mittee, on account of his attention heing
necessarily devoted to the business of the India
Mission scheme, of which he was also convener.

On the motion of Mr M‘Culloch, Montrose,
seconded by Mr Phin, Galashiels, the Report
wits upproved of ; and the Moderator conveyed
the thanks of the Assembly to Dr Craik.

The Rev. Thomas M‘Kie,Erskine, was ap-
pointed convener in room of Dr Craik.

LETTER FROM THE ENGLISH SYNOD.

Aletter was read from the Synod of the
Church of Scouland in England, giving the
usual statement to the Assembly of its progress
during the year. Tt stated that all the congre-
gatious under the jurisdietion of the Synod
continued to increase and prosper. In the
Presbytery of Liverpool great efforts had been
made to increase the usefulness of the schools
in cxistence, and the sum of L.2000 had been
raised for that purpose. 1In the Presbytery of
London a licentiate had been appointed for the
purpose of superintending the schools, visiting
the Scotch poor, and officiating in the Scotch
hospitals, and additional ragged schools had
beenset up by theScoteh Church, Crown Court,
at an expense of L.1200.  The Preshyteries cin-
tinued to maintain a careful and elficieut s :-
perintendence of the week-day and Sabbaih
schools of their congregations, all of which
were in a satisfactory condition. The Syuod
had appointed Mr R. Macpherson, of Swallow
Street Chureh, Piceadilly, to convey to the As-
seiubly their renewed assurance of the unabated
attachment of the Scotch congregations in
England to the Church of Scotland.

Mr Mucpherson then briefly addressed the
Assembly, and said that Scotchmen had been
often accused of turning their back on the
Church of their fathers when they left the
country, but, on the testimony of those who !
had the best opportunity of knowing, he helirved
that the very opposite of this was the case, for
it was found that, wherever the Chirch had
made provision for her children, they coniin.cd
in their affectionate attachment to her.

Dr Hill moved that the Moderator be re-
quest:d to express the satisfaction with which
the Assembly had heard from Mr Macpherson of
the prosperity and attachment of their brethren
in England, and that a committee be anpointed
to draw up a letter to the English Synod in
auswer to their expressions of brotherly kind- |
ness and regard.

Mr Anderson, Marnoch, seconded the motion,
which was unanimously agreed to.

Thie Moderator, in addressing Mr Maepherson,
said it was not the ohject of their churches in
England to set up, o to sneak, an ageressive
Chureh against the Church of England, for he
believed they all respected that Church as the .
freat means raised up by Providence for the |
evangelisation of the country, and for garrying .
the Gospel to the hearts and homes of the whole
community. He understood the ohject of their
chirches in England, especially the capital of |
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England,which was also the capital of Scotland, -

was simply to keep together those who had
been trained, baptised and educated in this
Church,and particalarly to direct attention to
the poorer classes of their fellow-countrymen
there. At the same time they were well aware
that the poorer classes of their countrymen
could not be properly cared for unless—situn~-
ted as their churches were in England—they
had the countenance and support of those whom
Providence had blessed, whose labours had
been erowned with such a measure of success
as fo enable them to extend their charity to
their poorer fellow countrymen.

extent of raising up new churches in connection
with the Preshyterian Charch of Scotland Tor
their countrymen of all classes in the metropo-

lis and other large towns of England, they : Reprort of the Committee on Correspondence

would have the cordial countenance and support
of the parent Church. He trusted that the
Synod would continue, as before, to be zealous
in maintaining the principles of an Lstablished
Church, and that, having due regard to that
principle, they would give their cordial support
to the Church of England as the Established
Church; but, in any way that the co~operation
of this Church could be effectual to the limited
extent of looking after their own countrymen,
this Church would be happy to give them every
aid in its power. (Applause.)

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL KESTRICTIONS,

The Assembly then took up the following
overture from the Synod of Lothian and
Tweeddale ,— :

‘“ Whereas it appears from a paper entitled
‘Bishops (Scotland),’ ordered by the House of
Commons to be printed, 17th February, 1857,

that there is reason to apprehend the intro- |

duction of a bill into Parliament to remove  the
restrictions which at present attach to Episco-
pal ministers in Scotiand,’ and that the said bill
would injuriously affect the interests of Prot-
estantiam, and ihe eonstitutional rights and
vrevileges of the Chureh of Seotland,it is hnmbly
overtured by the Synod of Lothian and Tweed-
dale to the General Assembly, indicted to meet
at Edinburgh on the 21st inst., to appoint a
committee to watch over any such measure.”

Mr Phin, who had moved this overture in the
Synod, now addressed the Assembly in support
of it.

Dr Grant, in addressing the House, said he
concurred in the motion for the dismissal of the
overture on this ground-—that the Church had
never been induced to make such a movement
as that now proposed except in connection with
some open demonstration, or the fact of a bill
pending in parliament. This was not the case
here.  Mr Phin had referred to a paper published
by the House of Commons, and also to a Treas-
ury minute, but these were not public docu-
ments on which the Church could found. It
was very well known to every one that the
measure in contemplation during the present
session of Parliament had becn abandoned, and
he asked his friend on the other side if it was
not utterly improbable that the Legislature
would ever acknowledge in the way proposed
a body who, whether its views at present were
in complete accordance with those of the Churc:h
of Kngland or not, was determined to maintain
its independence, and for whose doctrines and
discipline the State could have no gnarantce?
He quite concurred in the dismissal of the over-
ture, as premature and unneccessary. The
motion he would be disposed to sunport was to
this effect :— “ The General Assembly, while
fully alive to everything that may injuriously
affect the interests of Protestantism, and re-
solving to defend the constitutional right and
privileges of this Clinreh when yubliely assailed,
do not feel called on at present to take special

He thought '
he might assure their friends in England, on :
the part of this Assembly, that, to the limited |

action in the matter referred to, and accordingly
dismiss the overture,” (Applause,)

Mr J. Cook, W. 8., seconded the motion of
Dr Grant, and congratulated him on having
bad the wisdom to frame a resolution which
would carry the House along withit. The bill
was not now before the IHouse; but, if it should
be introduced into Parliament before the next
Assembly, Mr Phin was aware that a meeting
of Commission conld be called to take it into
consideration, if its character appeared to ren-
der such a course necessary.

Mr Phin, after replying to the sneeches on
the other side, expressed his intention, rather
than divide the House, to accept the same
motion, which was accordingly adopted as the
deliverance of the Assembly.

FOLEiGN CTIURCHES.
Mr W. Robertson, New Greyfriars’, read the

with Foreign Churches. It stated that the
collection authorised two years ago for the
Central Protestant Society of France had never
been called up, and it was now recommended
that the Assembly should give instructions to
do so. Some interesting information was given
as to the Continential Churches, particular
reference being made to the Waldensian
Church, a deputation from whom had come
over from Piedmont, to plead their cause before
the Assembly, and ask for aid in the attempt
they were making to spread the Gospel in Italy.

M. Monod, on the part of the French Protes-
tant Society, and MM. Lantaret and Pellate
from the Waldensian Church, then addressed
the House in English, which they spoke with
fluency and eloquence. Their statements were
of & very impressive character, and general
regret was expressed among the members
present that there had not been a fuller atten-
dance to hear the deputations.

On the motion of Dr Nisbet the Report was
approved of, and the recommendation as to a
collection adopted. . o -

The Moderator then addressed the ‘deputa-
tions, acknowledging in emphatic terms the
claims of the French and Waldensian Churches
to the liberality and sympathy of the Church
of Scotland, and reciprocating the fraternal
salutations which the members of the deputa-
tions had been instructed to convey.

The Assembly adjourned at a few minutes
past six o’ clock till Monday.

(To be continued.)

FOREIGN MISSION.
(From the H. § F. Missionary Record.)

PUNJAB.

The following letter from Rev. T. Hunter hag
been recently received :—

SraLkoTE, Feb. 28, 1857,

My DEar Dr. Craix,—Since I intimated our
arrival in Sealkote, we Lave put forth every
exertion for the establishment ofa Punjab Mis-
sion of the Church of Scotland. In the outset
Wwe were met, as might have been expected, by
numerous difficulties and discouragements ; yet
these, I am glad to say, are by no means for-
nidable. One by one they are disappearing.
The great want now is, more help, an increase
of machinery, European and native, but both
Chnistian. At present, with the very limited
force at my disposal, I can do little more than
commence operations. Two small vernacular
schools, one for girls and another for boys; one
weekly Hindustani service for adults; daily
theological training of our convert; and Pres-
byterinn service among the European officers
and men, occupy the whole of our available
time.

Let me shortly describe each of these, and I
gladly give the first place to our feeble efforts
on behalf of the females of this country: not



only on account of the acknowledged nnpog(o
ance of this evangelistic s'cpeme, but alsoi) e-
cause, after all our inquiries, we have heeln
able to find, in or near Sealkote, no sc 00%
even heathen, for the neglected daughtersﬁ
India. OQur beginning has been very smx:‘é
only five. Great bashfulness exists among th
mothers, and they naturally look with SUS'ITI‘-
cion on any of our efforts. . Some, pO\ve\ Llll,
bolder than others, have permitted tpelr dauvgh-
ters to come, morning af‘tgr morning, to our
bungalow. This is a step in advance, and ap-
pears to argue the existence of 2 degree of
anxiety for education. The poor girls are pro-
foundly ignorant, not only of' elementary knowl-
edge, but ecven of the ordinary requirements
of intelligent creatures. They are, indeed, an
unsightly, untutored charge; yet they are im-
mortal souls, and for them, even for them, t.he
gates of Heaven are open. OQur earnest desire
is to deal faithfully, and strive ever to feel that
on the heads of these little ones the hands of
Jesus may be laid in blessing. The instruc-
tions hitherto given have necessarily heen most
simple. While the elements of Hindugtam
are taught by Mahomet Ismael and myself, the
sewing, kuitting and singing are always con-
ducted by Mrs. Hunter.

We know that the members of our beloved
Church will not despise this day of small
things. All of them who are parents know the

" watchfulness and tenderness demanded in the
rearing of a delicate infant; and can tell of
sleepless nights and anxious days, which, it
may be, were the witness of earnest wrestlings
at the throne of Omnipotence on behalf of that
feeble babe. Just such an infant charge has

" been committed to us, and’by us undertaken in
weakness. Let it be nourished by the Holy
Spirit sent down in answer to the prayers of
those who love the Lord Jesus. .

The school for boys has just been opened.
We can very easily ensure a large attendance,
but this does not at all enter into our plan.
The young men are, in general, very anxious
to learn English, and thus be fitted for some
office of trust under Governmont. Some boys
have already besought me to open an English
school, and [ have been compelled to answer
decidedly, “ No; come to a vérnacular school,
and we will teach you to read and write your
native tongue. Why seek to learn a wholly
foreign tangu.age, one of which you know abso-
lutely nothing ?  First master your own, and
we now undertake to give you a soupd educa-
tion without the medium of English.” My
reason for refusing at present to commence an
English school is shortly this :—Youths know-
ing only Hindustani are enrolled as pupils. If
we give into their prejudices, months, ay, years,
elapse before we can speak of Jesus. Scarc.ely
the simple truths can be stated, and studied,
before the lapse of two or three years. Then
the boy has a smattering of English ; and Gov-
ernment is very willing to permit his exchanging
the schoolroom for the office. Such is t‘lfe
probable termination of our exertions. We
sought to give Christian instruction, and feel
that our object has been defeated. The sower
has lost his time and strength in merely pre-
paring the ground.

In prayerful dependence on the promised
blessing, we have opened a small school, also
in our bungalow, for those boys who feel their
deficiency, and seek to have this supplied;
English is excinded. The boy cannot read,
neither is he able to write even his own lan-
guage; yethespeaksand thog‘oughlyunderstands
the words addressed to hm}. The ground is
prepared. It may now receive the sced of the
kingdem. Not three years, but three days may
“give to the mind some idea of what the Re-
deemer has done.  We may at once tell th_at
for him Jesus has died; that w:h'osoever.wxll
may come. Ol thatthe Holy Spirit may direct

| ful.”
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Heavenly Father in the conversion of these
young creatures !

Besides these embryo schools a Sabbath
morning Hindustani service gives us great
comfort. As yet, though gradually widening, |
it has been confined very much to our servants,
fifteen in number. Itis, however, most promis-
ing. Perhups‘may have the delightful duty
of soon writing you again on this subject.
Truly the Word of God is “living and power- |

all our ways, and enable us to glorify ourI
|
i
|

Not the least cheering part of my labour of
love consists in imparting daily instruction to
our theological student. Let me at once say
with regard to him, that I believe it falls to the
lot of very few to point the way heavenward
to a more devoted soldier of Jesus than Ma-
homet Ismael. May the name of the Lord be
greatly exalted in and by our dear young
friend. .

The last part of my work which I mention is |
ministration to Preshyterians. As yet I have
had no favourable opportunity afforded for con-

ducting this important matterina way worthy
of a minister of the Church of Scotland ; conse- |
quently there is no Presbyterian service in the |
station. I am grieved to see the utter neglect '
of Scotch soldiers, and feel that you also must |
sympathise with them. With the sanction of

your Committee I shall most gl.:diy, ulmxg'
with the performance of my other duties attempt |
temporarily to actas pastoramong my country- :
men. It is useless to disguise the fict tiu in
Punjab- Presbyterianism is officially extinct. |
We cannot but lament that, when the Honour-

able East India Company recognised Roman ;|
Catholicism by supporting the priests, the Es- |
tablished Church of Scotland was quietly set

aside. I feel unable at this time to give the

grominence demanded by this great subject, but

can only advert to what I must consider a |
grievance of no ordinary character. ‘

I see the Maharajah Dhuleep Singh has given,
for Female Education in Northern India, the
sum of £20, and feel thankful for this small
sum. May this sum be .expended in the way
most fitted to promote God’s glory.

We must bewail the scarcity of labourers.
Oh that the Lord of the harvest would give us |
right-hearted men! If you can send another |
workman to Bombay, I should earnestly beg
the services of Nusroolah, whom we left behind.
Please let me have, as soon as praticable, in-
structions such as yon may consider necegsary
t;)r the prosecution of the work here.—Yours,

€.

THos. HuNTer.

JEWISH MISSION.

TURKEY.

W have now the pleasure to subjoin the
letter of thanks from the Greek Brethren of
Cassandra, which was lately received by the
Committee, and referred to in the last number
of the Missionary Record :—

‘“The people that walked in darkness have
seen a great light : they that dwell in the land
of the shadow of death, upon them has the
light shined.),—Isa. ix. 2.

The most merciful God, who calls His crea-
ture man to the enjoyment of salvation, through
His infinite love has been pleased to reveal the
Holy Gospel of Iis Only-begotten Son, our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to us His lost
sheep; and to bring us back from the error of
our ways into the path of righteousness.

These Divine blessings have been bestowed
upon us by the insirumentality of that philan-
thropic Christian Society who, in accordance
with the Divine command of our Lord Jesus
Christ (Luke xii. 3), spare neither labonr nor
expense in sending missionaries to the whole |
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world to preach the sacred Gospel, and to
teach that purc religion which our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ has taught His disciples,
who again delivered it unto the saints in its
natural simplicity and intrinsic beauty.

That Divine work is worthy of 41l praise, and

| the faithfulness of those who have undertaken

the warfare against sin and impiety deserves
our gratitude—the work, namely, of trfnslat-
ing the Bible into different languages and dia-
lects, making the Word of God accessible to
the people, and of sending out faithful men to
preach the Gospel.

As such men we have found also Mr. Mar-
cussohn and Rosenberg, our missionaries and
brethren at Salonica, who are preaching the
Word of the sacred Gospel, who instruct and
invite every one to come to the knowledge of
the Truth, and by their conduct exemplify the
Truth which they preach. .

Moved by the feeling of our privilege and
your kindness towards us, we raise our hands
and voices up to Heaven, praying that the most
merciful God may pour out His blessings upon
the kind Scotch Christian Society, who have
undertaken the blessed work of sending the
Gospel unto us, and that He may comfort with
His Spirit the missionaries wherever they are
preaching the Word of Truth, and that He may
keep them with His mighty arm from all sor-
row and danger. .

May we be strengthened in the faith of the
sacred Gospel, and may our brethren who are

| still walking in darkness soon be enlightened

and enter the kingdom of Heaven, through the
infinite love of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. Amen.
At the village of Cassandra, Athetos, 10th
February, 1857.
Awistino D. Vigigg,
GEORGEO STOME,
Curisto PaneTHYERYN.
Groreeo DEMETRIL.
(GARIOPHELO P ARITHERY.
GeORGEO DiMipIN,
Wacore Demy,

The following letter, extracted from a New
York weekly paper, The Evangelist, of 12th
March last, will be read with great interest.
Our readers are aware that Messrs. Marcussohn
Rosenberg and Pajonides, mentioneq in it are7
all now missionaiies in connexion with’ the
Church of Scotland :—

GOOD NEWS FROM GREECK.

I have just scen a letter from John Paion-

ides, a Greek Physician,

resident in Voding,
near Thessalonica, and a convert to the Prot-

estant faith, under Dr. King’s faithful preach-
ing, full of deep interest to the Church of
Christ. On the Peninsula of Pallene, some
forty miles south-east of Thessalonica, are g
dozen towns whose population is exclusively
Greek. This region is famous in the ancient
history of Greece—Potidwea, its principal city,
baving been one of the hones of contention be-
tween Athens and Sparta, which led to the Pel-
oponnesian war, Thig portion of European
Turkey has been always quite free from a Turk-
ish population, Mount Athos, the centre of
Greek monasticism, seeming to extend its in-
fluence over the entire Chalcidian district,
Last fall Paionides was sent for by some Greeks
of this region, who desired light on religious
subjects. On his arrivel among them, he dis-
covered that twelve of the most prominent
families in four of the Pallene towng had, by
searching the Bible and reading some of Dr.
King’s tracts, been convinced of the follies of
the Greek Church, and bad openly and formally
declared themselves Protestants, Paionides
obtained the help of two Protestant missionarios
from Thessalonica, Mr. Rosenberg, who was
sent out from England, and Mr., Marcussohn. a
converted Jew, and gradunte of the Unjon The-
ological Seminary of this city. They hasiened
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to this new and unexpected field of labour, and

there, in the midst of an assembly of over sixty, |
ong of the number was baptised by Marcussohn. :

The Greek pride receiving this rite from a de-

spised Jow was a token of the wonderful change :

which the Gospel of Christ (to the Jews a
stumbling-block, and to the Greeks foolishness)
had wroaght in the Hellenic heart.

This is one of the most hopeful events that havo
occurred in that classic land since Dr. King
took up his residence at Athens. When native
Greeks take hold of the work of evangelisation,
great things, under God, may be expeected. 1hid,

Lapies’ AssociaTiox ¥or ProMOTING THE CHRis-

TIAN EpucarioN oF Jewisit FEMALES,

The following extracts from the recent letters
of Mrs. Rosenteldt, the zealous missionary from
the Association in London, will,we are persuad-
ed, be read with deep interest, showing, as
they do, that her labours among the daughters
of Israel in that large and populous city are not
in vain, but that, through the grace of God, He
owns her work, and encourages her and all the
friends of the Association to continued perseve-
rance in seeking the salvation of the house of
Istacl. A few months ago we had to report
the baptism of a child; now it is the Truth as
in Jesus that is brought home to the heart of
an aged Jewess.  Mrs, Rosenfeldt thus speaks
of this and of the confession made of the truth
of Christianity by one on her deathbed :—

DEATH OF A JEWESS. 4

I went as usual to Mrs. Ps house, where I
have forthe last six years often read and explain-
ed the Word of God in the hearing of many a
neglected soul.  When I entered the room I
was struck with its very gloomy aspect, and
the melancholy appearance of Mr. P. andanoth-
er inmate. The answer to my inquiry after
Mrs. P filled me with a variety of conflicting
thoughts and emotions. “ She is gone,” said the
nurse, who had been with her for many years
past, “and T am happy to tell you that she died
in the faith of all whick you have laboured for
S0 many yeais to couvince her —she died a
Christian.” She had scarcely uttered these words
when Mr. P. sprung up from his chair, evidently
actuated by concealed fear of the Jews, and
said, “ No, it is not true. I never heard a word
of that. She expressed to me her particular
wish to be buried in the Jewish burial-ground
near her hushand, and that has been done.”

- But the nurse soon proved the veracity of her
statement in the most decisive manner. “You
have the truth from me, madam,” she said with
apparent emotion‘ “but you need not rely on
my statement alone ; the minister of——parish
has been here, and prayed with her the night
before she died ; and I heard her, before him,
confess her fuith in Christ, and say that she had
no other hope of salvation but in the merit of
His sacrifice. And I know that her answers to
all the questions he put to her must have satis-
fied him that she died a true Christian.” Then
Mr. P. betrayed his cowardice by saying, 1 do
not know anything about it ; some Jewish
neighbours already murmur about a Christian
minister baving been present when she died.
If this comes to the ears of the Jewish authori-
ties, they will deprive me of all assistance ;
but I hope, madam, that von will not spread it
farther.” It appeared to me, from the manner of
his talk, that he could not have been altogether
ignorant of her happy state of mind before she
died. Before leaving, [ read and explained the
39th Psalm, at which Mr. P. seemed very much
delighted, and particularly thanked me for the
words of comfort which [ spoke to them from
ihe sweet Psalns of the inspire.| King of Israel.
The next day Mr. Rosenfeldt went to the rector
of- ,t0 inquire about the matter, and, while

speaking to him about it, the curate who had
prayed with Mrs. P. came in and confirmed the
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whole of the above statement of the nurse. I
cannot possibly describe our joy when thus
finding that the Lord had so fully blessed my
humble labours toinstruct that poor woman in
the Truth as it is in Jesus. Such instances of
the Lord’s blessing are delicious refreshment to

I the missionary who wanders in the wilderness

of Judea to prepare the way of the Lord.—Ibid.
TURkEY. ®

In a recent number it was mentioned that the
Committee of the Ladies’ Association, in con-

_ Junction with the Assembly’s Committee, were

. in Turkey.

desivous of appointing female teachers for the
girls’ schools at the stations now occupied
We are bappy to be able to

. announce that, after the fullest inquiry, they

have, with the full approval and sanction of
the Assembly's Committce, appointed Miss
Margaret Smith and Miss Margaret Anderson
to this important work. In regard to both
of these the Committece have reccived the
most satisfactory testimonials from the parties
who had the dircction of the schools in
which they have been teachers, and which
were conducted by them in the most satisfacto-
ry manner. These parties will shortly proceed
to their respective spheres of labour, and in the
meantime they are prosecuting such studies as
may prepare them for at once gntering on the
full duties of their office. We trust that they
may be abundantly blessed in the important
labours they are so soon to commence, and that
all the friends of the Association will enable
the Committee to continue, and even extend,
their exertions in behalf of the daughters of
Abraham.—1Ibid.

ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE.

Rev. Dr. M‘TAGGART OF ABERDEREN.—A depu-
tation from Glasgow has visited Aberdeen, and
the result is that the Rev. Dr. M‘Taggart inti-
mated to his session his intention of recalling
his former declinature, and accepting the pas-

: torship of St. James', Glasgow.

Presextatioxy ro tHE Rev. WiLLiam LILLIE.
—On Friday the Rev. Wm. Lillie, of this place,
was presented with a handsome pulpit gown,
cassock and bands; also a beautiful pulpit
bible and psalm book ; the bible bearing the
inscription, “ Presented to the Rev. W. Lillie,
by a few friends in bis congregation.—Wick,
April, 1857 Mr. Lillie, during his pastorate
of fourteen years, has been highly cstecmed,
and is in every respect deserving of the affec-
tion of his congregation, so handsomely ex-
pressed.—Northern Ensiga.

Parisn or KiNaussie.—We understand (says
the Elgin Courant) that his Grace the Duke of
Richmond, patron of the church and parish of
Kingussie, has offered the cure to the Rev.
Grigor Stuart, minister of Rogart, and that the
Rev. gentleman has intimated his acceptance
of the living. A presentation willaccordingly
be issued by the noble Duke without delay, and
we have no doubt from Mr. Stuart’s faithful-
ness and popularity in his present charge he
will be cordially welcomed by the people of
Kingussie,

Deartu or THE REV. JoAN THOMSON, OF BALME-
RIN0.—The death of thisesteemed minister took
place at the Manse of Balmerino on the morning
of Friday last. He was a native of the parish
in which he hecame the pastor in 1824, as as-
sistant and successor to his father, who for a
long series of years had held the cure: Asa
kind-hearted, obliging and hospitable man, few
surpassed him. He was much beloved as a
pavish minister, one evidence of which is to be
found in the fact that, though he lived in the
days of fierce sectarianism, very few forsook his
ministrations, and that his church was uniform-
ly well attended.—Fife Journal.

PresBYTERY OF Kivross.—At a meeting of
the Presbytery of Kinross, on Tuesday last,
Mr. Cuthbert's letter, resigning the pastoral
charge of the church and parish of Ballingry
was considered, when it was moved and sec-
onded that Mr. Cuthbert’s resignation be now
accepted, and the church and parish of Ballin-
gry declared vacant. Mr. Steele, of Portmoak,
moved that, taking all the circumstances of the
case into constderation, the Presbytery appoint
an edict to be served from the pulpit of Ballin-
gry on Sabbath the 24th, in order that the con-
gregation may have an cpportunity of stating
objections to Mr. Cuthbert’s resignation, if they
should have any. This motion not being sec-
onded, the Preshytery resolved in terms of the
first motion.

CORRESPONDENCE.

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT IN SCOT-
LAND.

June 19, 1857,

Mgessrs Eprrors,—Before this time,
Scotch pupers will have reached you, con-
taining full accounts of the proceedings of
the General Assembly,and, as you are ac-
customed to give an abstract in your pages,
L shall only notice it in a general way in
my letter. The Assembly was watched
with much interest by the whole country,
and I believeits decisions have given gene-
ral satisfaction. For years after the Se-
cession of 1843 the Assembly of the Frce
Church stood out as prominently and oc-
cupied as much the attention of the public
as our own; but times are changed now,
and every year the Church is regaining her

former position, and becoming in. reality,

as in name, the Church of the nation. A
few years ago the I'ree Assembly was at-
tended by crowds of spectators, who evi-
dently took a deep interest in what was

oing on; while the galleries of our As-
sembly Hall were comparatively thin; but
a friend of mine, who visited both this
year, told me that he was surprised to find
the attendance of the public much greater
at the old than at the new.

The reports of the different Schemes of
the Church were very satisfactory, and be-
tokened a considerable increase of liberality
and zeal, as well as greater efficiency on
the part of the Committees. The Jewish
Committee reported the establishment of
their new Mission in Turkey, where quite
a large number of labourers are already
employed with nuch prospect of success.
They have also resolved to maintain the
station at Cochin, which at one time was
talked of being given up; and another li-
centiate of the Church, in addition to the
two who have lately gone to Turkey,
a Mr. Yule,* has been appointed to that
field of labour. The General Assembly
confirmed the decision of last. year, with
regard to the acceptance of grants for
schools in India, and,that long agitated

* Formerly Superintendent of the Ladies’ As-
sociation Orpbanage at Calcutta, and whose
name is thus familiar to our younger readers.—
Editors Presbyterian.



guestion being now sel at rest, the Com-
mttee are prepied to act vigorously in
extending our  Missjonary  operations in
that quarter of the World,

There is also the prospect of an increase
inthe number of Scuteh Chaplains in the
Faust India Company’s service 5 here as in
other departents of the public service the
Church is beginning to  press rightful
claims, about which she has too long been
silent, and which have conrequently been
quite overlooked.  Itis really insuflerable,
that, while Episcopal Ministers and Roman
Catholic Priests are sent and paid hoth by
the Indian and Home Governments,
wherever their services are  required,
Preshyterianizm has no official existence in
the ficlds which have been opened up
during the last ten or twelve years.  Both

English and Romizh Chaplains were sent

out the other day with the troops for

China ; but, as a matter of course. no
Scorch Chaplam tominister to the wants of
the Scoteh saldiers. This s one of the
many fruiis of the Secession, but the tme
has come when the Chinreh will 1 o fonger
allow her chaims to Le quietly ignored.
This subject has been repeatedly brought
before the Committees of the Church by
Indian and Colonial Missionarics, and by
the Chaplains who were with the army in

|
|
|
1
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country. The Free Church in fact had
the hest of it 5 they may @'k as they hke
about ynion, but they always mean by
union on their own ground and nothing
elsey 1 am soiry to say. This resolution
for union was come toas much as twe
vears ago, and nothung prevented its con-
sunmation, except a settfement of a ques-
tion of Church property, which required
a Bill of the Legniature.  One or two of
our Mmisters from the beginning have
finuly opposed the terms of union, but
they were overruled. By last mail from
Australia, however, it appears that 1he
puosition of parties i now altered, and,
while the union s not vet consummated,
a split has 1aken place in the Free Church
canp, and a ne w denomination has been
formed.  From a meagre report of the
Free Syned of Victoria I gather that sev-
cral of their Ministers protested against
the union ; on what grounds it is not men-
tioned. I hope because it was unfar w0
our people, and 0o Free Chureh in its
compiexion, but T am afraid the contrary
iv neaver the wwuths They studh to thar
point whatever it was, and expressed ther

" determination not o enter o the union;

the Camea, and they are now beginning |

v take it up in carnest.

Lath the Assembly and the whe'e coun-
try were takea by surprise with the report
of the Endowment Scheme. 1t was known
that the Modermatar had beon mahing great
exertions throughout the vear; but the
utmet Jooked-for was that the sum to be
reported might cquat that given in at

last Assembly, while many had fears that ‘

it would fall short of it.  But, whea the day
came, Dr. Robertsan made the granfving
announccment, that the contributions for
the vear amoennted 1o £61,000, bring an
tncrease abore last yoar of £17 or £18,000,
Thix 2hows piainly that there is life in the
Church, and that she has heartily entered
upon the work of overtaking the spiritual
destitutinn of the masses.

The report of the Colonial Commitiee
was also most stifactory, showing ax it
did that a greater number of Alissionaries

had been sent abroad <ince last Assembly -

than during any former year.
made reference ta a subject upon which
the Commiltee had bren correspanding
during the year, and which, T dare sy, will
interest you in Canada —the contemplated
union of the Free and Extabixhed Church-
csin Vicloria  Sofar as T uaderstand the
question, one of our Senods in Ausialia
has had nothing to do with the propo<al,
and has inumated to the Church at home,
that they Al eater in10 no unioy without
her sanction.  Anether Syend, that of
Victoria, which appeam 1o be separate and
indcpendent, has gven in it adhesion 10
terms of union with the Free Church in
Victaria, which, o far asthey are knowna,

The report |

i

" style in preaching.

i theiwr brethren in 1543, witludrew.

whercupon the majority afivred them the
alteraative of being expelied, or of quictly
withdrawing fram the Synod.  They chose
the latier, and, having tabied a protest, like
The
pratest was signed by edber four or five
Ministers, among whom 1 recogmice the
names of two of my fellow-students at
Glasgow Callege, and several elders ; and
thereupon the residu ories ondered  tharr
names 1o be stenek off from the Synol roil.
This sceession wil’ be regretted by atiwho
know haw much Preshytenianism has sul-
fered from its divisionsy and it ~hould he a
rchuke to thease who. by tieir previous
separations on insullicient grounds, have
made the sin of schism 1o be so hghtly
cxteemed.

Before the General Assembly there were
two cases of disputed scttlements, which
excited much interest throughout  the
country.  The firt was the case of
Mr. Fergusson, the presentee to Fortingall,
a Highland parish in Perthshire.  His call
was respectably <igned, but a majonty pe-
titioned against him on the grounds of
levity of conduct, and unsuitablencss of
7. Mr. Fergussan pro-
duced abundanee of testimonials fromn his
present charge, from asious ¢«orgymen,
and from his fellow-students. who all speak
of him ax one of the firt Gachic students
of histime. The obicctions were found
not proven. and by a majority of 70 to G4
the Asembly enjesned the Preshytery 1o
procecd with lus induction. It is uni-
versally said that the decinon would have
been d:fferent but that vt was the under-
standing of many members that the vole
was not to be taken tiil the nest day ; and

P they were accondingly at Huolyrood Pal-

acce while the case was brng decided.

are not approved of by the Church in this + The mover and scconder of the mction
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for his rejection were men who, I believe,
are usually to be found tiang an oppo-
site view, ard there is no doubt whatever
thatin a full house the vote would hive been
different. Several entered ther dissentaext
day, mentioning their mistake 3 but it was
100 late. Nesther party, however, held
the objections as 1w levity of conduct at il
proven : and. of ne had been ryected, 1t
would have been because lus discourses
were watten 1 too lighflown a sty'e to
be usetul to the peaple of that pansh. Tt
13 said that old feelngs of claiship had
something to Jdo with the objections, and
that. whale Sir Robert Menzies people ware
ail in his favour, the Duke of Athol's
people were ali agaunst hume 1 elanced
over the list of names the other day, and
certamly it would granfy vour Highland
readers to find the clan Menzes wusterang
sostrong in its oid seat. The other case was
that of Kumaicolmya parnsh near Gresuach.
The preseater, Mr. Law, a chapel niuis.
ter near Giasgow, was abjected o an
such grounds us these: that lus prayeis
were without uneiton, and b serives«
uncannected.  The parsbuoners were
generally «pposed to his scenfement, and
the case excited a grear deal of mterest an
Greenoch, G asgow, and throughaut the
country, as it «.as felt 10 be a tesung case,
not of the power, for there can be no doulbt
of that, but of the spart of the Chureh. By
a large majonity w a full bouse. Mr, Law
was rejected. many who voted agmnst
him speaking bughly in his favour, and de-
clanieg that i ad respeets they consadered
tum a farr average clesqgvanan, but that the
day hiad gone-by for lugh-handed patron-
age. 1t quate eves ent that ihe interesis
of individuals will not heaceforth be al-
lowed to stand i the way of the peare
and prosperny of a pansh, and that wah
very few execpuonal cases Lord Ater-
deen’s Bill wall be warked as 3 nonaintru-
sinn mceasure. The efficicncy  of tiwe
Church and the spantual inteiests af the
peaple are, as they shoulid be, looked upon
as the great considerations, aud the Church
courts have perfeat hbenty to decde for
these ends.

Among the vounger members of the
Assembly Dr. Tulloch, of St Andrews,
wha, though Panc.pal of the University,
s ¢l a very voung man, made the greatest
impression as a speaker. He  shines
cqually in the professorial chair and on
the piatfarm, and, as he witl be returncd
cvery year, the probaluiity 1, that al ne
distant day he will be the cader of the
Accmbly. e is a2 man of excellent
spirit, and isallicd with al! the most hving
and carnest movements and o an the
Church.  Along with the Rev. Narman
McLead, ¢f Glasgow, the onginator of the
movemert, he has takea a leading part w
inaugurating the Church Union to which, §
think, I alluded in my last leiter; a new
socciy that has been recently formed for
mutual praver and counscl as 10 the wants
and defiaencies of the Church, and the
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best mnodes of increasing her strength and

usefulness. Branch Societies of Clergy- -

men and Laymen are to be established all
over the country, and, although the plans
of operation are not yet fully matured, it is
understood that the promotion of oar Mis-
sionary schemes, the increase of Christian
activity, the consideration of the religious
wants and social evils of the time, and the
suggestion of remedies, are the objects con-
templated. :

In the Free Assembly Dr. Candlish
was several times attacked with great bitter-
ness, charged with the desire of being dict-
ator; and. what he would like still worse,
was defeated in almost al' his measures.
This is rather remarkable, considering that
a year or two ago, Dr. Cunningham thought
his power so firmly established, that he
withdrew altogether from Church Courts,
regarding opposition as hopeless.

The overture from the Free Presbytery
of Glasgow aguinst the proposed union
with the Seceders was regarded with much
apprehension 5 hut it ultimately got the go-
by-on a pont of form. Dr, Candlish in-
sisted on proposing a motion similar in
spirit to that of Professor Gibson at Gias-
gow. but many members earnesily depre-
cated any discussion op the subject, de-
claring that it would be fatal to tae peace
of the Church; and, as there was some
screw loose in the transmission of the
overture, it was allowed to drop. Had
the dizcussion gone’on, a number of elders,
who had signed the resolutions, would
have gone into the merits of the question,
and defended themselves, It has already
b:owa over, “roducing no result; indeed
the common remark is that a union with
the Church is much more likely and feasi-
ble than a union with the United Presby-
terians. '

The Free Assembly has a number of
Professoria' Chairs to fill up, and the
choice made is generaliy thought very
jldicious. The dividend of the Sustenta-
tion Fund is less than it was last year, and
many discouraging speeches were made
upon the subject ; but of course it was all
satisfactorily explained in some way or
other, so as to look well upon paper; but
the fact of a smaller dividend remains
nevertheless.

Our General Assembly declined to in-
terfere in the question of the uncollegiat.
ing of St. Andrew’s Church, Edinburgh ;
and the consequence is that things remain
as they are. The Town Council have
accordingly, at the request of the people,
presented to the sccond charge the Rev.
Mr. Stuart, of Stirling, a very popular
preacher,in general estimation only second
to Mr, Caird. Mr. Robertson, of Mains,
who was previously spoken of, declined
the appointment.  Old Greyfriar’s Church,
Edinburgh, which has someimes been
called the Westminster Abbey of Scotland,
was re-opened last Sahbath, after having
undergone a thorough repair., The win-
dows are all filled with sined giass, and
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are greatly admired ; they are memorial
windows, and have been contributed for
the most part by the descendants of cler-
gymen who were connected with the
Church.

We have had most delightful weather
for the last few weeks, and there is the
prospect of a most abundant harvest. Hay-
cutting has already commenced. I have
never seen the country looking better, and
even the farmers are satisfied. This is the
season of the year when travelling abounds,
when people shut-up their town-houses,
and go to the Continent, or the coast, when
ministers take their few weeks’ recreation.
The great point of attraction this summer
for travellers is the Manchester Exhibition
of Art Treasures, where for a few
months are collected together all the finest
paintings in the cuntry, along with the
rarest specimens of sculpture, ancient
armour, tapestry and porcelain. These are
nearly al' from private collections. and the
Queen and the higher nobility have set an
example in lending their choicest treasures,
which has besn most readily followed.
There never was such a collection of
paintings in Butain before, and many
years must elapse hefore the like is seen
again ; ax although the owners may be
willing to ten . them oceasionally, it is not
@ process that will bear being often re-
peated.

THE LATE CALAMITY.
For the Presbyterian,

Although our favoured and temperate cli-
mate ix saved from the fearful ravages of
pesti'entia: diseases, earthgnakes and tor-
nadees, so frequent in tropical countries,
yet we are from time to time visited with
who' sale Jdestruetion  of another kind, 1o
wh:ch it is more difficult patiently to sub-
mit. —For, while the calamity comes di-
rectly fiom the hand of Him who has the
elements under His control, and  before
whose all-wise dispensations, my-terious
though they be, we can only how in silent
submission, the other, though certainly in-
tluded in His over-rulisg providence, finds
too o.ten its proximate cause in the culpa-
ble neghgence or the avaricious and cold-
hearted recklessness of man, ana, while
humbly recognising the hand of God in the
stroke, no one can deny that this reflection
is a bitter aggravation to the catastrophe.

Another of these so-called « fearful ac-
cidents,” which have of late become start-
lingly common even in Canada, has just
taken place upon our waters. It seems
but yesterday since the tidings of the Des-
jardins catastrophe strack a thrill of horror
into all our hearts, and the agony of sus-
pense, the cloud of bitter sorrow which it
broughtinto many a happy household. are
yet fresh in our recollection. Scarcely has
the spring had time to pass into summer, and
the grass to grow over the graves of the
victims of the railroad disaster, when a
new culamity, so appalling and extensive

as to sink the previous one into compara-
tive insignificance, fills us with dismay and
absorbs our thoughts with its heart-rending
details.—Again and again the imagination
reverts to the circumstances of the disaster,
the calm, lovely summer evening, the noble
St. Lawrence flowing between banks cloth-
ed in all the rich luxuriance of June, the
crowded steamer busily plying its way
with its eargo of unsuspecting passengers,
most of whom, strangers from a far coun-
try, were no doubt congratulating them-
selves on having got through the dangers
and the tediumn ofthe sea voyage, and look-
ing with delight and admiration on the first
glimpses of “the new and happy land,”
round which clustered so many high hopes,
80 many eager anticipations.—Then sud-
denly the hoarse cry of ¢ fire” breaking
npon the tranquillity the black smoke burst-
ing out, the panic, the rush, the terri-
ble alternative beiween the hot, rushing
flame~ und the cold, still water below, the
despairing plunge, and the indescribable
agony of those terrible *“ twenty minutes
during which the water was covered with
two hundred and fifty gasping, drowning
human beings. It was soon over. The
waters flowed on, blue and calm as before,
the charred timbers of the wreck remained
the solitary remnant of so much life, bustle
and activity

Of the thoughts and feelings of these two
hundred and fifty souls in those last terrible
moments how little will ever be kuown!
Some few may have been mark-din the

trying hour. We hear of one who in
his pative Scotland had beeh a fiithful

teeder of Christ’s lambs, and we know
from his words of trust and confidence that
the Master he had served was with him
even in the “deep waters”, But by far
the greater number must have perished
unmarked by any human rye, and the
scerets of their sudden passage of the “dark

river” and their final destination in that

other country whither our wistful gaze
cannot follow them are known to the
Searcher of hearts alone. .
What a world of hopes and fears, schemes
and anxieties, lofty aspirations and ar-
dent affoctions, those blue waves flowed
over thatday ! Could we hut xnow the pri-
vate histories of each of the hearis sowar. -
Iy beatiug but a few moments before, and
now cold in death, we would no doubt
fied many a thrilling and touching tale dis-
closed 10 our view. How bitterly in the
last sad moment when all hope was gone,
and he felt himself sinking hopelessly in the
cold waters, must the heart of the poor emi-
granthaveturnedtohisdistart Scottish home,
to the old familiar places, the well-known
fields and lanes, tothe “kirk” where his fa-
thers and forefathers sat, and the chime of
whose Sabhath bellsstill perchance resound-
ed in his eav, to the loving friends, perhaps
to the wite and children he had left behind,
and whose thoughts, unsuspic-ous of lis
danger, were even now following hwi 1o
the new country where he came w tind a



home, and found a grave!—But, fur the
most part, the victims were “~trangers in a
strange land® and little wili ever be hnown
respecting them.  Over some the desolate
survivors will shed bitter tears, but others,
who have not even one friend left to weep
over the emigrant’s tomb. will lie nncared-
for in an alien land. But in that for-
awav land whence they ear e—in some
crowded “cloze” or sequestered glen,—
there are eyes that wili pay to their mem-
ory the loving tribute of sorrowing aflec-
tion, snd hearts and homes that will be
desolated perhaps for lite,—when the ter-
rible tidings shall arrive. May He who
dried the tears of the wee ing household at
Bethany be the stay and suppost of all
the wourners bereaved by this ~ad calam-
ity.

It wou'd be casy to sentimentalise at
length on such an event as this, but we
have something to do with it more inti-
mately concerning ourselves ! 1< there any
car so deaf that it cannot distinguish the
solemn notes of warning that speak {rom
the wreck of that burned stcamboat,—
words uttered on a similar occasion by
Him who “spake as never man spake”—
“Suppose ye that these Galileans were s'n-
uere abave all the Galileans because they
suffered such things? Hell you,nay; but,ex-
cept ye repent.ye shall all hkewise perish.”
“Be ye also ready.”--Are not the warning
words sufficientiy distinct. sufficiently start-
ling to awaken every slumbering con-
science out of its guilty repose 7 Are there
not amnng those who mnay read these pages
some who on that faal day were jour
neying by land or water and in at ieast as
great apparent dasger as those to whom
the morrow never came?  And would you
have been ready, had the unexpecicd sum-
monscome toyou 1 Ifconscicnce answers
“no,” think whatis your poxition, your turn
might have come. may come soon;—
«What shall it profita man if he shall gain
the whole world and luse his own soul.”—
Let not another night pass over you and
find you in thisstate.  Ifbusiness engrosses
you, lay it aside fora time; no business
can be so important 3= that of sccuring
cternal weal instead of cternal woe, your
Heavenly Father's loving favour instead of
His offended frowvn.  Lose not a moment in
making your peace with God*  The wing-
cd thunderbult, the poisoncd shaft, that is o
lay you low, may be even now on its way,
and, ¢re you are aware, may fix your con-
dition for eternity. Oh, then, for your soul’s
make, for the ke of Him who dicd for
yau, let pot xeep again visit your cyclids
till you have hrought your sink where there
is such full xnd free remission, and, | aving
the downwand path, haveentered carncestly
and truly on the way of Eternal Life.  The
piesent, and the presemt alone, is yours.
*“God now commandeth all men cvery-
where to repent.”

There are other lescons of 2 very grave
nature to be learned from the late catas-
trophe.—In common with many other re-
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cent incidents, it has brought o lighta start-
lingamount of immorality,—irreligion,reck-
lessness and want of principle,—which is
becomivg frightfully common 1 our coun-
try.  Wehaveall heard or read of dangers
far more desperate, positions far more
hopeless, in which heroic valour has been
satled lorth and daring hearts have aved
tftom the wpending, 1t seemed, inevitable
danger.  But, in the burning of the Mon-
treal, who can read without burning indig-
nation the narrative of .he want of up-
tightuess, recklessness and disregard  of
human life in circomstances where 1t would
have seemed that without the greatest
carclessness and infatuation nearly ali, if not
all, of those two hundred and ity human
veings niight have been saved 5 or of the
cold-hearted robhery that, instead of aiding.
thought only of robbing the victims. We
do not wish to mark out those concerned
as examples of sigral wickedness, Tt is
but an index of the time. Unfaithfulness,
roguery and crune seem to be umversally
prevalent, and infidelity and irreligion are
extending their deadly influcnce v every
direction. And yetwe hear of much goemd
being done, of philanthrophic enterprines
undertaken, of earnest fabours pursued
for the good of rouls.  Bui, whatever is
done, we see plainly that there 1= much,
muck more to be done.  Surely, thea, we
are all called upan for redaubled exertion
w ever: depanment of Chnstan labour.
The young especinlly are yet within our
reach.  Itdepends much on our care for
thens now, whcther they shall grow up re-
spectable and Chishan citizens, or un-
prncipled and immoral, to flll our prisons
and penitentiaries, or to cause in future
years more such * accidents” as the one
we have been considering.

The carnest Ceerl remarks that ¢ such
i> the state of the world and so much de-
pends on action that cverything seems to
say loudly to every man, “ Do somcthing,
do it, do 1. More emphaucally than ever
this call is now addressed 1o us.  And, if
every Christian reader of the Preshyterian
would now risc and go forth with rencwed
determination to % do something™ and to
do his utmost, what blexsed results would
follow ! Think how many centres of Chris
tian influence would be zeattered  through-
out the land, spreading their ever widening
undulations ull at last the bnght circies
should mect and intermingle. We are res-
ponsible for aurinflucnceover athersas well
as for ourindividual actions. Thisisa con-
sideration calculated to =xaite us to the
greatest activity and zeal of wlich we are
capable. [t us not become “ weary n
well domng,” but rather go on with deutle
vigour, “ remembering the words of the
Lord Jesus haw He sud ™ « Work while |
W ix day, for, behold, the night cometh when |
no man ¢an work.”

“Think nm. of rost, though dreams be sweet,
Start up and ply vour heavenwand feet ;
Is not God's aath uposn Four head,
Nc'er to sink back on slothful bed.
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Never again vour loins untie,
Nor let your torches naste and die,
Til}, when the shadows thickest fall,
Ye hear your Master's midnight call.”
OxoMaA.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

COMMITTEE OX FOREIGN CHURCHES.
FIANCE.

Tk Convener of the Committee on Fureiun
Churches is persnaded that the followang adn-
rable. comprehensive and engouraging vien of
the labonrs of aur brethren of the Nativaal
Reforwed Church of France will be perused
with great interest  The paper 15 tran<mitted
for the purpose. if pogsible, of awahening aud
giving practical cffect to the wmterest wlich
was cvoked in every busom by the suceesene
appearances of the ministers thoy deputed 0
represent them in the General Assombly - Twice
have they appeared  there within  three
years: twice have they reccived assurances
of sympathy wd prowses of support. and
not once. ver. have the eircumsiances
of the Chureh sermed to warrant a colloe-
tion or an) cffort whatever in their favoar.
The Commitiee are i hope that snch a proot of
our s¥inpathy might soon be ashed, and general-
1y ami libeeally mven.

The Central i’rotestart Society for Preacking
the Gospel was tounded in 1837,

The Contession of Faith prefixed to its con-
stitution enacts that, in order tobe a member of
the Saciety, there must be an adkesion to the
great doctrines of Christian orthodony.

The object of the Society, in terme of its regeu-
lations, is tolabour fur the development of faiti
and life in the bosom of the families of France;
to seck their cxtension by all meth. s which,
in God's providence, |resent themeelves, but
methods which mudt alnars be in accurdance
with the Iaw of the land, and the princij les and
practice of evangelicsl churcles.

To attain this twofold abjeet, the Society has
instituted and mamtaing two deparunents of
labour.  With the view of prometing the inte-
vior development of churches already formed,
it endeavours to provide for the spiritaal wants
of those numerous Protestants that are seatiered
over every part of the French soil by sccuning
that they are visited by ministers or micsonaries,
and cnjox the benefits of public worshay where-
cver the means and the permission to cstablich
it can be procured.

To provide for the increase of these congrega-
tions, the Souciety cherishes and confirms thie reli-
gious movements which from time to time take
place among the Reman Catholic population,
or endeavaours to form new congregations from
that source, and provide them, as its means
allow, with ministers and teachers, and what-
cver their spiritual welfare and special circum-
stances appear to require,

These two ohjects of the Society, distinet in
principle, are almost uniformly found onc in
reality—the new Catholic statione stirring up
the zcal of their Protestant hrethren; and their
churches in return forming a nucleus o which
Romanistz resort for susiruction, and atiach
themselves ultimately in communmion,

The Seciety. which was divided, at it
commencement, into five scctions, at present
comprises eight . Paris. Bordeaux, Normandy,
Middle-west, Santh-west, Bexsmn and Vannayc.
These sectione are directed by a genetal comnmat-
tee. which wnects at Paris three times 2 year,
and by & permancnt commission by winch the
Iabours of the whole aredirected,

in this armanpgement. simple at once and
cfective, the Socicty foliows those old and
revered Churches of France which it labuvurs
to serve, and before which it is ready to retire,
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80 soon as they have returned wholly to their
original fuith and constitution.

The labours of the Society have already attrac- |

ted much attention from the public, and procured’
for it extensive sympathy Loth in France and
umong the Protestants of other countries. We
can do little, in this paper, beyond mentioning
the names of some of the stations where its
operations have been mos?eeply interestiug.
Fresnoy-legrand,Grougies, Crévecceur, Bochain,
Hemevret, Elbeuf, St Opportune, Estiesse,
Hansle, Earsee, La Chapelle aux Nanx, Sanve-
terre, and many other places of less importance,
have witnessed the formation of congregations
within their bounds, by the aid of the Society,
composed exclusively of persons brought over
from the ranks of the Church of Rome, Several
of these infant churches reckon more than a
hufidred members, and, by God's blessing, are
giving clear indications that a work of grace
and spiritnal regeneration has begun among
them.

It would occupy too much space to enumer-
ate the stations where a special agency is em-
ployed. They amount to nearly forty through-
out all parts of Frauce, and are extended to
Algeria and the French Antilies. All this has
been accomplished with but scanty resources
at the disposal of the Society. What, under
God’s blessing, could it not cffect, were these
such as the liberality of the friends of Gospel
truth might be expeeted to furnish, and such as
the necessities of the ignorant and perishing
demand!

In its present labours, the Society is not
indifferent about the future. With a view of
supplying orthodox ministers for the Reformed
Churches of the country, it opened a preparaiory
theological academy for the purpose of assisting
in their studies pious but poor students. It has
had forty of these under its eare, many_ of whom
are now successful and devoted ministers. It
has at present fourteen in attendance, besides
affording partial assistance to many young men
uow in their studies throughout the country.

The operations of the Society, in conclusion,
embrace thirty-five departments of France.
By its assistance public worship is celebrated in
more than twenty large towns, eight of which
are provincial capitals. All these sections
together employ forty-six agents, of whom twen-
ty are ordained ministers, without taking into
account the labours of other pastors who preach
occasionally at its stations, or make missionary
Jjourneys throughout the country, while seven
new churches have heen built in its field of
labour, and a still larger numbe; is almost rea-
dy to be opened.

The Society has finally resolved tomake more
direct efforts for the progress of the Gospel in the
bosom of the Churches themselves than it has
hitherto put forth. It will send ministers to
preach such truths, and hold such conferences
with the indifferent and erring among Protes-
tants as may appear fitted to arouse them to zeal
and direct them to the Truth. Pastexperiments
of this kind bave been attended with that meas-
ure of success which affords a guarantee for the
cfficacy and salutary influence of future efforts.

A few figures will afford an idea of the steady
progress of the Society in public opinion and
esteem. In 1848, the first year of its existence,
its income was in round numbers £1200. In
1849 its revenues shared the inﬂ‘uence of politi-
cal events, and only reachcd £900, but since
that time its receipts and expenditure have been
constantly increasing. In 1852 they h:u} reached
£1800, in 1854, £2400, and its expenditure last
year amounted to £3400, collected partly from
France, and partly from foreign churches.

These are encouraging returns, but the work
is always becoming greater, the wants more
numerous, the demands more pressing. Let
the friends of Christ and His cause, then, come
forth more vigorously to itz aid; at once with
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cordial sympathies, fervent prayers and generous
offerings. The field which the Society occupies,
the soil of France, is that, we firmly belicve,
where the battles of the Eternal can be most
successfully fought. This is what a voice,
powerful and revered, but now, alas! silent,
stated in 1853 ; but its authority may still be
invoked even beyond the limits of our own
land.

Here are the terms in which Adolphe Monod
expressed himself on the anniversary meeting
of the Socictv in 1853 :—

““I would call the attention of this Assembly
to one of the special operations of this Society.
It serves to maintain and strengthen among us
the essential idea of the Church; and labours
for the reformation and the permanence of that
Church. Yes, it is a duty on us all to do service
to the Church in which God has placed us.
Without shutting our eyes to its faults, we love
it and wish to devote our efforts at once to its
improvement, and the propagation of the Truth
it is sent to publish, for, if the latter is
the wine of Heaven, the former is the vessel
which containsit. God Himself seems specially
to encourage vus in this work, for we see Him
turning circumstances in favour of onr Church,
which, we apprehended, would have had a quite
opposite effect. Never was this Church more
and more favorably in the public view than at
this day, whether in regard to its ancient and
admirable constitution, or to its beautiful gov-
ernment which our fathers left us, and which
they wished us to preserve as we labour. The
double principle, the Gospel and the Church,
is a great and a fruitful one. This Society
adopts it and acts on it; may the Lord bless it
more and more."—H. & F. Missionary Record.

POETRY.

LOOSE THE CABLE, LET ME GO.
(PROM THE GERMAN.)

Lord, the waves are breaking o'er me and
around ;

Oft of coming tempests I hear the moaning
sonnd ;

Ilere there is no safety—rocks on cither hand ;

'Tis a foreign roadstead, a strange and hostile
land.

Wherefore should I linger? others, gone before,

Long since safe are landed on a calm and
friendly shore :

Now the sailing orders in mercy, Lord, bestow—

Loose the cable, let me go!

Lord, the night is closing round my feeble bark ;
How shall I encounter its watches long and
dark ?
Sorely worn and shattered by many a billow
ast,
Canll) stand another rude and stormy blast ?
Ah! the promised haven I never may attain,
Sinking and forgotten amid the lonely main;

'Enemies around me, gloomy depths below—

Loose the cable, let me go!

Lord, I would be near Thee, with Thee, where

Thou art; : .
Thine own Word hath said it, 'Tis better to de-
art ;
Therg to serve Thee better, there to love Thee
more,
With Thy ransomed people to worship and
adore. P

Ever to Thy presence Thou dost call Thine own;
Why am I remaining helpless and alone?
Oh! to see Thy glory, Thy wondrous love to
know! .
Loose the cable, let me go!

Lord, the lights are gleaming from the distant
shore

Where no billows threaten, where no tempests
TOAr ;

Long beloved voices calling me 1 hearee

Oh! how sweet their summons falls upon my
ear! :

Here are foes and strangers, faithless hearts and
cold,

There is fond affection, fondly proved of old !

Let me baste to join-them; may it not be so?

Loose the cable, let me go

Hark, the solemn answer! hark, the promise sure!

‘“ Blessed are the servants who to the end en-
dure!

Yet a little longer hope and tarry on!

Yet a little longer, weak and weary one!

More to perfect patience, to grow in faith and
love,

More My strength #nd wisdom and faithfulness
to prove; :

Then the sailing orders the Captain skall bestow,

Loose the cable, let thee go!
~—American Presbyterian.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED SINCE OUR
LAST PUBLICATICN.

Rev. Wm. Haig, Beauharnois, 185%7. 0
Rev. P. Ferguson, Kingston,........ 0 2
A. Johnson. Buffalo,........54-5-6-7 0 10
G. Dickson, Restigouche,...54-5-6-7 0 10
T. Dawse, jr., Lachine,........... 57 0
Alex. Murray, Cranston, Scotland, 57 0
Rev. J. Murray, Bathurst, N.B.,,...57 0
R. Hutchinson, Esq., Douglastown, 57 0
David Johuston, ¢ 570
Peter Morrison, Esq., Burnt Church

2

BB CT N

6
(]
0
0
6
6
1]
6
6

Chatham, N. S,.......c00000..570 2 6
Alex. Loggie, 4 4560 2 6
John Russell, North Esk, “570 2 6
Mrs. McKendrie, “  Chatham, 570 2 ¢
James Patterson, “ 560 2 ¢
Francis Elliott, “ 570 2 6
John Mackie, b 570 2 6
George Johnston, ¢ 570 2 6
Alexander Loudon, «“ 670 2 6
Wm. Muirhead, “« 560 2 6
James Miller, . “ 570 2 6
‘Wm. McKenazie, s 570 2 6
James OCiie, T Y9 w e
John McDougall, “ 570 2 ¢
Mrs. Haddow, “ 570 2 6
Rev. W, Stewart, “ 570 2 6
Robert Nicholson, ¢ 370 2 6
Wm. Henderson, ¢ 570 2 ¢
George Johnston, “ 570 2 6
Mr. Francis McDiarmid, “ 570 2 6
Wm, Seaton, “ 560 2 ¢
Benjamin Miller, “ 590 2 ¢
Adam D. Shireff, “« 570 2 ¢
George Kerr, “ 570 2 6
Rev. W, Henderson, “ 670 5 0
Rev. W, Henderson, Chatham, N.B.58 0 2 6
Alex, Cattanach, Dalhousie Mills,.58 0 2 -6
Mr. Johnston, Quebec, ..... cese..580 2 6
D. Bisson, Paspebiac, ............58 0 2 §
D. Ross, « eeeas ... 580 2 @
Rev. Alex. Beattie, New London, :

Arkansas,.............. «.v..57-80 5 0
Mrs. Wm. Aird, West Quarrie, Syd-

DY) tevsnnnsrnaneanneeaeseeaBT0 2 6
James Connery, Pakenham,...... 570 2 6
D. Brymner, Cartsburn, Melbourne,

C.EByuvniiinnininnnen vt 670 2 6
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QUEEN'S COLLEGE SCHOOL,

CLASS, composed of YOUNG MEN pre-
A paring to enter College next year, will
be formed on MONDAY, the 23rd AUGUST,
for the purpose of going over the subjects for
Matriculation and Scholarships.

ROBERT CAMPBELL, B.A,,
Kingston, July, 1857. Head Master.
The Presbpterian
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