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Jiterary Notices.

Boru Sipes; or, Jonathan and Absalom,
Ry the Rev. Rufus 8. Green, D. D.
There are parts of the Old Testament
which nre well nigh unexplored territory
vven to many Bible readers.  In acértain
sense this is true of the stories of Jona-
than and Absalom. Both those names are
quite familine to all Bible readers, but the
former is known principally as David’s
friend and the latter as David’s rebel son
who was hanged in an oak. There are,
however, in both cases many very sugges-
tive records besides; and of these conmmon,
every-day parts of their lives, but little is
veally known by most poople.  Dr. Green
has done good service in preaching a course
of sermons ta younz men on these two
voung men of the Old Testament. The
title of this bouk, *Both Sides,” explains
the author's aim, which is, to show one
noble life and one ruined by its own folly.
The lessons are well brought out. The
olden stories are interpreted in the light
of to-dany. The bouk is an excellent one to
put into the hands of young men. Phil-
adelphia:  Presbyterian Board of Publi-
cation and Sabbath-school Work. 16mo,
pp. 304. Price, 85 cents. McGregor &
Knight, Halifux.

Tug Cextvry for March contains the
story of the famous Libby Prison Tunnel,
one of the most remarkable episodes of
the American war. Digging a tunnel
from the corner of the cellar of the prison
through morve than fifty feet of solid earth
with nothing but two old chisels and a
wooden spittoon, over one hundred Union
officers who were imprisoned there made
their escape.  The story is written by one
of themselves,

It is appalling what enormous expense
is the outcome of superstition and igno-
range.  We read the following statement
in dround the-World Towr of Christian
Missions ¢ **The public and private annual
expenses throughout China to keep yuiet
the spirits of the dead amount to the
enormous sum of $154,7562,000... 1tis
no uncommon thing to impose upon a
bereaved family to the amount of §1,000
in order to release their relations from
‘Yung Kan,’ the dark prison. lest in time
he should break out himself and wreak
terrible vengeance.”

JAPAN.

Professor and Rev. Wm, IKnox, of the
University of Tokio Japan, writes: **Japau
is an empire of 37,000,000 of pecple. It
has a population larger than the popula-
tion of France, and an aven greater than
the arca of the British Isles, with our
State of Maryland added.  The Japanese
ave not a feeble folk, like' the Sandwich
Islanders, nor a rude and barbarous folk,
like the dwellers in the islands of the
South Seas. 1t is an cmpire with ancieut
civilization, and of extent sufticent to fully
test the experiment.  Success thero will
be an earnest of success in all Asin, And
yet Japan is not so large that the miud is
overpuwered by the vastness of the prob-

lems, It does not stretch away to the

centre of a continent, like Cuina, nor

teem with hundieds of millions, like In-

dia.  Already plans have been formed for

education, internal commerce, medical

reform and religion, that veach to every

province and embrace the whole empive,”
v

£ LUXURY TO LIVE,

It is not wise or well fora genuine ac-
tive and healthy Christian to be thinking
tuo often about dying. To make a full]
brave day’s work is the main thing; don't
let us look too far ahead; the blessed
wages will be sure when sundown comes.
Our loving Father keeps our times in His
own hand; He knows when to dismiss us
from the life-school and promote us to the
higher grade in Heaven. 1t is a Juxury
to live a full, hearty, vigoious life for
Jesus, sowing and reaping, filling and
being filled.  As soon as God has some-
thing still better for us to do, and some-
thing richer for us to enjoy, and some-
thing higher for us to reach, let us joy-
fully go up yonder for them.
¢“*Tis a blessing to live; but a greaterto die,
And the best of this world is its path to the

sky.” .
—T. L. Cuyler.

The Foreign Mission Committee, East-
ern Division, invite correspondeuce from
graduating students, ministers, and licen-
tiates of our church, with a view of secur-
ing & missionary for Couva, Trinidad, in
place of Rev. J. K. Wright, who has re-
signed. They invite also applications for
the position of lady teacher fur Exchange
Schovl, in the same district.
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In this issue we give the reports of all
the Lrinidad Missionaries for 1887, We
have thus 2 oumplete review of the work
in that field fur the year. There ave lichts
and shadows, ebbs and flows, but the work
steadily advances. 1'his is the more clear-
ly seen when we look back over a perivd
of several years, One thing & cluse ob-
server will notice, viz , that the number
of children reported at schoul is not mueh
larger than some years since, but one
reason is that the Government has taken
over several schools and supports them,
while so far as Christian influence over
them is concerned the inissionaries have
the same access to them as before. This
is a great advance. It relieves the ission
of the work of dducating the young
Coolies and yet provides for their educa-
tion and religious training.

Inourlast issue we gave the minutes
ot the last New Hebrides Synod. The
Jatest news from the mission field is en-
couraging. The missionaries are enjoying
& fair measure of success,

Rev. J. W. McKenzie and fami'y, «f
Efate, are in Australia’ on uriwgh at

present. The furlough means far more
to them than merely a cessation from
work or leaving the society of half savage
natives for that of Christian civilization;
it means the reunion of their family.
Meeting for a little with their children
who are in Australia at school. 1t means
that for a little time onee in five years the
family enjuy cach wothers society and

presence. One of the hardest trialsin the
lot of a missionary’s life wmporg these

islands is the breaking up of the family,
and the sending away of the children at
a very tender age. befue they an learn
anything of evil from the native childicn
from whow it is impussible to keep tham
separaded.

The Robertsons are well but three of
their children are in Australia and tl.cir
home is lonely too.

The Ammsnds are well pleased with their
new home on the island of Tangou, from
which they purpose extending their wark
to Santo, the people of ‘Tangoa being
the same, having the same language, with
a number of villages on the South side of
Santo.  For a time a’ter their settlement
Mr. Amdand  suffered severely from
Sciatica, but by the latest report he was
alirost well azain,

The urgent and persistent representa-
tives of the Australians seews to have re-
sulted in the French engaging to give up
their military occupation of the island in
the meantime, though there is no doult
that French influence will gradually pre-
dominate from the constunt purchase of
land by the New Hebrides trading Com-

pany.

A remarkable incident comes from a
village in Servia. A Bible had been pro-.
cured from Germany by some villagers to
get a verse from it to engrave on a munu-
ment to friends who had fallen in the
Austro-German War. It was handcd from
house to house, and the reading of it has
been the means of ccnyerting family after
fumily in the villuge. :
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A NEW MISSIONARY FOR THE
NEW HEBRIDES.

Tho Australasian churches are rapidly
<overtaking the New Hebrides. Last year
they sent three now issionaries to that
group, and now a correspondent writes us
that another is being sent by the Presby-
-teriap Thurch in Tasmania.  This churcn
»has already -one missionary in that field,
.Rev, R. M Fraser, on the large island of
Epi. The new missionury is to ocoupy
tho opposite side of the island. The Free
-Charch of Scotland has voted a sum for
expense-of opening the mission, providing
.2 house, &., and the:Presbyterian Church
-in Tasmania, aided ‘by:a_generous donor,
-aindertakes the salary. ‘Thisisas it should
“be. Australia is a wealthy colony. The
Presbyterian Churches there are strong
~and growing. Missionary interest is on
‘the increase. The deep interest which
they have manifested in the Now Hebrides
in protesting so loudly, persistently, and
.successfully, against the euncroachments
-of the French, will, among the Presbyteri-
.ans of Australia, doubtless continuve to
ananifest itself in more zealous effort for
the elevation of the Islanders through
missionary agency. Soon, at the pre-
:sent 1ate of progress, may we expect to
:sue tho whole group overtaken by the
Presbyterian Churches in the South Seas.

The Woodville section of Rev, M.
Campbell's congregation, P. E. 1., bas ad-
-ad $50.00 to the Pastor's salary. Middle
Middle Musquodobuit has increased the
:support of Rev., E. Bayne, by a similar
amount. Glace Bay, C. B., has advanced
the salary of Mr., Forbes to $900, while
Yarmouth and Spring Hill have each
shown their appreciation of the services
of Messrs. Rogers and Robinsen, by in-
«creasing their support §200.

The students in the Scottish Divinity
Halls have missionary societies, and take
“up some special foreign field each year for
which they collect funds during the sum-
mer.  The Glasgow Free Church Divinity
-students have for this year adopted the
njissions of our Clurch in the North
“West.

We have received the printed report of
the Yarmouth congregation, shewing 2
«ood year. Total receipts, £3,983.73.

For Schemos of the Church, 8435.70.

A little more than two years ago two
elders fromn one of the Halifax City congre-
untions set out one day to visit o family in
their district, in the region of the Four
Mile House, now Rockingham., Whiltt
engaged in their visit thoir attuntion was
direcled to another family quite near.
They were called upon and found to be
Prosbyterians, but neglevting the means
of grace. It was suggested that as there
was no religious service near, and many
wero growing up in carelessness, a week
evening moeting might be held at some

time. No action was taken f - several
wecks, At length a meeting was conduct-

ed and a cottage prayer meeting establish-
od. The attendance incressed, and the
building eventually proving too sinall, the
crection of a small church was suggested.
One man unuertook the work at first with-
out help, and a neat building was put up,
having seating capacity for over 160
people. After the little church was finish-
od a new name, Rockingham, was given
to the locality, and every Sabbath evening
a service is now held. There is still $400
debt on the building, and when this is
wiped out this mission station will be
placed under the care of the Halifax
Presbytery. Could not the Sessions of
the City congregations take steps to re-
move the debt at once. The Rockingham
church isa monument of what zeal and
energy will do.— Com.

Raised by Gays River and Milford con-
gregation for schemes of the ohurch dur-
ing 1887 : Home Mission, $39.00; Foreign
Mission, §52,00; W. TF. M. Societics,
§113.00; Dayspring, £30.00; Augmenta-
tion, £50.00; F. Evangelization, §47.00;
College Fund, £43.00; Mauitoba College,
£4.00; Bursary Fund, $6.C0; Aged and I.
M. Fund, $8.00; Assembly Fund, $3.00;
Presbytery Fund, $4.75; Religious and
Benevolent  purposes, $14.00.  ‘Total,
$£413.75.—Com.

Dr. McCosh has resigned the Presidency
of Princeton College which he has held
for so long and with such such signal sue-
cess, Dr. Patton has been chosen in his
stead.

During the last 6 months the Halifax
Presbytery has held 6 visitutions. Three
of the city congiegations axe yet to be
overtaken, Good results have followed
these meetings, . .
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AUGMENTATION PROSPECTS.

BY REV. E. A. M'CURDY, CONVENER.
PRESBYTERY OF SYDNEY.

At lenst two-thirds of the congregations
will realize the full amount allotted to

them by the Presbytery, and it is expected |’

that the Presbytery as a whole will do as
well aslast year, perhaps botter. , .- .

' VICTORIA AND RICHMOND.

The Convener of the Presbytery’s Com-
“mittoe thinks *‘that the principul part of
the amount apportioned to the several
congregations and stations will in a short
time be realized.”
PICTOU.

Twelve congregations have sent in con-
tributions, most of them the full amount
asked for, so that nearly three-fourths of
the Presbytery’s allocation is in the hands
of the Treasurer, and it is expected that
the greater part, if not the whole of the
balance, will be forwarded to the Treasurer
in a short time. .

TRURO.

“‘The prospect of raising the whole
amount asked of Truro Presbytery is very
good. We have three congregations to
hear from, but we will receive a favour-
able report from these at the next meet-
ing of Presbytery.”

HALIFAX.

The Presbytery will not be behind its
former recoil, and efforts are being made
to exceed that record. Collections are
being generally taken up in February.
It is expected that two of the congrega-
tions which have been supplemented dur-
ing the current year will not ask for sup-
plement next year.

LUNENBURG AND SHELBURNE.

This Presbytery, which hasalways comne
within a very few dollars of the amount
allotted to it 1s likely to occupy the saine
position this year.

ST. JOHN.

Efforts are being put forth in this
Presbytery not only to secure the annual
contributions, but in the way of visitation,
inquiry, and re-arrangement of certain
fields, with a view to lessen the demands
upon the fund.

WALLACE.

The Clerk of this Presbytery writcs:

““‘We are hopeful that the full amount

Jadies of the congregation.

may be raised.”

MIRAMICHI.

Two-thirds of the cungregations sent
contributions before the first of February,
some less than the full amount but others
wmore than had been nsked for.

: P. E. ISLAND.

The prospect of receiving the sum asked
for from this Presbytery isgood. Tifteen
congregations huave taken their colloctions
and most of the others ave.taking theirs.
The outlook is fully better than last year.

NEWFOUNDLAND,
- Two-thirds of the $324.00 asked from
this Presbytery is already in the hands of
the Treasurer. .

Last year Salmon River Gold Mines
raised $91.69 for the support of ordinaaces.
There are- very few Presbyterian families
in this locality. Mr, XK. J. Stewart, of
Princeton labored there last summer, and
did good work. So acceptable were his
services that a strong plea was put in for
his return, One gentleman offured $50.00
for that purpose.

The new church, Upper Musquodoboit,
has passed through the painters hands, and
will be opened on the 3rd Sabbath of
March. Itis a very neat building, and
has been very tastefully furnished by the
Messrs.
Henry and Bayne will conduct the ser-
vices.—-Com.

A good kind of mission work in many
quarters would be to distribute Dr. Field’s
open letter to Ingersol. It is printed in
the October issue of the Maritime, and
may be had in parcels of any size, at two
cents per copy.

The Lunenburgcongregation has secured
a mause for the pastor, Rev. E. D, Millar.

Rev. James Murray has accepted a call
to St. John’s Church, (Kirk), Stellarton.

Please send items of church news.
They are more than welcome, Malke them
as compact'as possible.

The financial year of our Church closes

-} on the first of May., We eapect to give

in the MARITIME a.tabular statement of all
the.contributions made by our congrega-
tions to the.schemes of the.church during
the year. . -
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Trinidod.

GENERAL REPORT OF QUR MIS-
SION FOR 1887.

The year's work is finished. How inuch
real work, acceptable to Christ, has been
done in it only the day of Hiscoming shall
declare.  Humbly and thankfully we tell
of what we have been permitted to see,
and to judgo of under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. Not unto us, not unto us
but unto God’s name be the glory of all
that has been done.

We note with satisfaction the continued
prosperity of our schools, the continued
generogity of the several proprietors dur-
ing a senson of depression, the regular
and increasing attendance of the people
upon the means of grace, and the consis-
tent and steadfast lives of many before
men, also the restoration of Miss Semple
to health and her return to the service of
the Mission.

We record with deep sorvow the death
of Miss Avchibald, also the breaking down
of Mrs, Wright's health and the conse-
quent near removal of Mr, Wright from
Trinidad.

The debt on Couva field has been clear-
ed off. The balance of debt on Couva
church is very swmall and is provided for
by subscriptions on the book not yet paid
in,

The debt on Tunapuna church has been
reduced from £255 9 3 to £133 7 0.

Iy is remarkable how readily the Indian
children in our schools adopt the English
language in place of their own in ordinary
conversation.

Wo refer to the statements in M.
Morton's report in reference to distribu-
tion of literature. These statements ap-
ply with cqual fitness to the whole Mis-
sion.

<he tasto for reading has been steadily
increasing. Au average of £50 worth of
Indian bouks ench year have been sold in
connection with the Mission during the
last three years, This sum represcnts a
Iarge number of books, as they are sold at
low prices.

We have nover asked for grants from
publishing societies in India, but they
have allowed us most liberal discount on
purchases; and we take this opportunity
of tendering thanks to the North Indian
Bible Society, the North Indian Tract
Society, the Christian Vernacular Society,

and also to Oliver WV, Warner, Esq., Emi-
gration Agent at Caleutta, for his kind-
ness in getting ourorders forwarded to
us.

Two new schools have been opened in
St. Lucin early this year. Enrly next

.year, when the dry season Bets in, it is

propused that one of eur number should
visit these schools, when details of the
work on that island will be duly reported
to the Board.

There have been in all 203 baptisms
during the year--85 children and 118
adults. This makes a total of 1,410 bap-
tisms since the opening of the Mission
here.

Twenty couples.have been inarrvied dur-
ing the year.

There are now 371 communicants in
good standing, of which 76 were added
during the past year.

Thore have heen 33 schoolsin opera-

tion, giving the " following aggregate

figures :-— °

Boys on the Roll 1,310

Girls ¢+ ¢ 533
Total 1,843
Daily average 1,269

MR. MORTON'S TWENTIETH AN-
NUAL REPORT.

Tuxaruxas, DEceMBER 31, 1887,

As Rev. Juhn Hendrie has retired from
St. Jouseph District aud it has been wuorked
during the whole year in connection with
Tunapnna, this report is drawn to cover
the work in both fields.

Statistics.—
Suxpay
Day ScHoors ScHoOLS
” On the Roll Averege Average
Boys Girls Total Daily Daily
St. Joseph 47 18 656 38 22
Caroni 40 10 0 35 21
Tunapuna 38 14 52 34 46
Tacarigua 78 57 135 86 70
Orange Grove 23 12 356 28 29
Arouca 34 20 b4 42 23
Red Hill 20 8 28 18 21
Total 280 139 419 281 232
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Baptisms—Adults 17
Children 9

Total 26
Marriages b
Communicants 34

Schools.— Miss ‘Blackadder took charge
of Tacarigua School in February and her
report isherewith presented. Miss Mor-
ton voluntarily gave tu Orange Grove
School the same timo and attention as
Iust year; but the extension of the work
made it necessary to appoint a paid teacher
from October 1st. Sume of the children
of Orange Grove estate attend the Tacar-
igua School; but this afternoon sehool on
the estate lays hold of children who are
engaged in the field, or in helping their
parents, in various ways, in the forenoon,
and of others who cannot be persuaded to
go to Tacarigua School. :

Red Hill School, supported by the Wo-
men's Foroign Mission Society of Ontario,
is doing excellent work in the same way.
There should be a similar school at El
Socoro estate and at 4wo or three outly-
ing sottlements.

Sunday Schools.—To pravide for the
classes in our Sunday Schools required
thought and manageinent, and in thiswork
we have been much indebted to volunteers
some of whom taught in two schools. A
uniform system of lessons and Bible read-
ing was carried out in all the schools.’
Trifteen parables—those foundin Matthew
and Mark were carefully studied and
awakened a very unusual interest in the
Jarger children and adults. Qur old Testa-
ment studies were in Genesis and Exodus.
In addition to their general knowledge of
the Bible we feel that those who may be
classed as the senior children, have now a

particular knowledge of Genesis and Ex-.

odus, and the Gospels by Matthew ‘and
Mark.

Cathechist's Work.—Joseph Annajee was

employcd throughuut the year, giving the

greater part of his time to the St. Joseph
District, while Ajodhya assisted in Tacar-
igua and beyond the Caroni River. With
two Public Hospitals, four large  and sev-
eral smaller Estate Hospitals, and a large
number of estates and villages to be visit-
ed, such agents are indispensable. Ihave
endeavoured personally or through these
agents, to make known the salvatiou of
God more or less frequently in every part
of my field '

TWork among the Wonen—Was carricd
on by Mrs, Morton in every part of the
fiold and keeps well abreust of work among
the men. Fannie Subarn, an intelligent
woman who reads and speaks Hindu fiu-
ently, was employed under her guidanco
four afternoons each week, as a Bible
Wornan, and was everywhere welcomed by
the women., There can be no doubt of the
usefulness of such work in renching and
influencing Indian Women; but there is a
difliculty in obtaining suitable agents,

Sabbath Services.—-Six places had a ser-
vice every Sabbath conducted either by my
chief citechist or myself. Ajodhya, Geof-
froy Subarn aud several volunteers went
out toother places every Sunday after-
noon,

Rev. Wm. F. Dickson conducted an
English Service in the Tunapuna Church

‘every Sunday at 4.30, r.ar

Literatnre.—A large number of Books
—Complete Bibles, parts of theScriptures,
books on Geography, history, and religi-
ous doctrine and life—have been circulat-
ed during the year, the fruit of which will
no doubt in due time appear. There seems
to have been a spirit of enquiry stirred up
among the Mohammedans, as books in
their dialect and on subjects connected
with the Mohammedan controversy have
been in unusual demand.

Special Hindrances.—Strong-drink is
blighting and cursing a large number of
the Indian people, both physically and
morally; and the counection of the Gov-
ernment and the Christians with it isa
very great stumblingblock. It is ruining
more, far movre, than the efforts of all con-
nected with this migsion can save.

Sunday Trading legalized till 9 o’clock
a.m. and carried on by back doors all day,
has a most pernicious influence.

Others there are, but I emphasize these
because they might be remedied to some
extent by better legislation.

The detailed accounts submitted show
that the debt of £265 93 on January 1st
has been reduced to £1337 0 on Decem-
ber 3l1st. P

Thanks are hereby tendered to Mrs.
Dickson for aid in the \rouca Sunday
School, and to all those who have contri-
huted free-will service and free-will gifts
during the year. .

JorN MogrToN. -
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MR. GRANT'S SEVENTEENTH AN-
NUAL REPORT.

Sax Fernanpo, Dec. 81, 1887,

Our seventeenth year of service in the
Mission-field has just closed and we briefly
review it. I was absent one month, (Sept.)
in the service of the Board in Demerara,
but having fully reported on this already,
I shall make no further reforence to it
now,

As in furmer years we have given much
attention to school work, and in it have
had liberal support of proprietors u :.d
the co-uperation of their staff on ths suve-
ral estates. Wo have not limited our-
selves to children but have had many adults
also under instruction in the evening when
their day’s work was over.

As regards years past our conviction is
strengthened that we acted wisely when
we put our hands to the work of schools,

Pupils of ten, twelve and fifteon years
ago, who had left the school and had be-
come apparently lost to the Mission are
now returning and seeking further instrue-
tion and baptism. We have been often
disheartened at the early age at which
m=uy of the little folk have been taken
away from school, feeling that our labor
was in vain; but our views and feelings are
now changed. Even a little time at school
appears Lo cause a break in home life and
training; it lifts the mind into & new at-
mosphere, it awakens new feelings and
aspirations which assert themselves in
after life, and render the future of the
child in ¢very way more hopeful.

Our principal school which is in this
town, did excellent work under the di-
rection of Miss Copeland, assisted by
teachers who did good service in former
years. The Government results and fees,
together with the grants from the Ladies’
associntion at home have met our expenses.

La Fortune and Puinte.a-Pierre, schools
have cost us upwards of £25 in tuition
fees, but this method is the least expensive
for our church, and by availing ourselves
of the provisions which regulate religious
instruction in Ward Schools, we have been
able to overtake fairly well the special
work intrusted to us as Missionaries. In
these there are about 90 ghildren who do
not appear in our list of schouvls which ac-
companies this report.

We tind on referring to school records
that we have envolled during the past 17
years, pupl: asfollows :—

On Mr. Marryat's Estates 120
On Mr. Cumming's ** 650
On Mr. Lamont’s  *¢ 6550
On Messrs. Tennants’ ** 9C0

On Messrs. The Culonial Co's Estates 700

San Fernando . 860
Giving a total of . 8770

What has become of them?  Some, pro-
bably 2 or 3 per cent., are filling with
credit, positions as teachers, interpreters,
catechists, clorks, boukkecpers, whilst
the remainder have gone into ordinary
estate-work and to the cultivation of lands
obtained from the Crown, there to lay the
foundations of home-life more in accord
with Western ideas.

Along with attention to schools we have

1 sought to carry on Evangelistic work. In

this we employ about a dozen helpers.
Several of these rendered assistarca in
schools; some are employed ouly for even-
ing work from 3 to G, and only during the
rainy seasons when the people have more
leisure. We believe this method to be
fruitful in good results and at a small cost
to the Mission. Native agency is indis-
pensable, and when carefully supervised
is most cffective. In addition to the Hin-
dustani and English services at San Fer-
nando church, services are held every
Sabbath at fourteen out-stations, but very
few save professed Christians and those
whose convictions of truth have raised
them above the fear of their countrymen
attend these meetings. How then are
recruits obtained? Hospitals are regular-
ly visited and there many hear the truth
and some become interested.

In addition to the work above indicat-
ed, our weekly report from christian help-
ers for the past six months shows anaver-
age of sixty meetings held throughout the
district, sometimes there may be ouly a

solitary auditor, again there may be the

“‘two or three” and at other times forty
and upwards. The results are that .on
somg estates the spirit of inquiry is gene.
ral, and christian books in HRindi are
sought after and readily purchaged. .In:
two days after our stock from India arriv-
ed in November, books to the amount of
$30, were sold. )
During the year we baptized 60 children,

and 69 adults, being in all 129. The in-
gathering has been gradual. In our first
five years of work we baptized b7, in our
second five years 284, in our third, 344,
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and in the last two years 225.

We have 243 communicants in  good
standing. Marriages for the yenr, ten.
Total marringes since the fitst, 167, Mar-
riages are likely to increase 1apidly as the
Indian people find, through ,twy convic-
tions recently secured in Court here, that
redress can be oblained when there is a
violation of the contract. Tho offenders
receive respectively .six months and two
yenrs' Jwmprisonment with hard labour.

All well-wishers of immigration should.

rejoice in this, .

Countributions by the natite church
amount to £211 18 6. Sabbath-school is
carried on at several stations. The school
here, in San Fernando, is the most impor-
tant having a regular attendance of about
120 with 17 teachers all of whom are
Asiatica except the members of the Mis-
sion-family. :

For any measure of efliciency secured I
am indebted to so many willing hearts and
hands that it would be invidious to specify.
He, who has. promised a reward even for
a cup of cold water, knows every one of
them, and that is enough.

There is one however who stands out
accredited by the Church as no other
Indian in Trinidad does, and I need not
hesitate to name him—the Rev. Lal Bi-
hari. His knowledge of Indian character
and habits, of Indian language and litera-
turc, his symjatly with the pecple, and
thorough prudence indealing with them,
his clear insight of divine truth, his-loyal-
ty to it, and his ability in unfolding and
illustrating it, and his intense desire to
win his countrymen from-the false” faiths
they inherit, to a simple trust in Jesus as
the only Saviour of mankind: renider him
invaluable to myself and a power in the
Mission. . ,

I regret that T have done so little in re-
ducing the debt of last and previous years.
1t would have Leen pud oft ifwe could
have deferred longer the erection of anew
school-house at Fyzabad, bub we were
obliged to move, and full payment has been
made. Scmething additional must he
spent in seating it properly, but this will
bo attended to nexe year. I should note
a feature speciully pleasing in connection
with this building. The Chvistian con-
verts went to the woods, prepared all the
material for the frame except 1afters car-
ried or dragged out the tinrtber and seo =7
the frame as the contribution to their new

gave quite two weeks’ Jabour,

For pecuniary gifts we have to thank
the Women's Society of Picton, also of
Merigomish and the Mission Band of St
Androew’s in New foundland, also the Bible
clusges of Cogk's Chareh, Kingston, of
First Church, Brookville, and of Erskine
Church, Toronto.

The good Indies of Chipwwan: and Rich-
mand, Now Brunswick..ol Picton, of Syd-
ney mines and of other.places in Canada,
helped us much in their timely gifts ro-
ceived before Christmas, and it may be
gratifying to them to know that a sewing
circle, all. Asintics, meet at the Manse «n
Friday. afternvon-and have sewed up many

.garments for boys and girls, .

In .conclusion 1 beg to state that in my
opinion the extent and growing import-
ance of our work should lead the Church
at an early day to consider the question
raised and pressed when the necessitics
were not 8o great as.now, viz—How shall
we train our helpers. and those who should
be our ministers? 1t is much agitated
here, and if no provision be made ere long

.the feeling of disappoidtment will be very

deep.
Boys «irls Total Averag
daily
San Fernando 126 25 1650 113
Canaan 41 18 59 46
Cedar Grove 32 0 32 24
Picten . 66 14 %9 56
Wellington 9 0 39 32
Harmony Hall .33 13 46 383
Usine St. Madelaine 53 32 856 56
Bouaventure 24 15 9 20
Belle Vue 22 12 34 26
Rusillac 24 7 31 21
Fyzabad 7 5 32 24
Barakpar % 8 33 22
Hermitage 42 8.60 31

562 157 709 510
With gratitude and praise to Him who
has helped us hitherto, [ submit this re-
purt.

. KrxNeTH J. Gn,\xl'r.
MR. WRIGHT'S FOURTH ANNUAL
: REPORT.

Couva, DEcEvBER 31, 1887.

It is with mingled feclings we take in
hand to give you our report this year.

On the whole the year has been une of
encouraging pro.ress.  Wehave had much

schoul-house aad place of worship. ‘Lhey | cauee for checrfubless and thankfulness,
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Wo have felt the presence of the Holy
Spirit. whose it is to convince and convert
sinners, and to build up Christ’s people in
the faith.

We have found among those outside a
greater readiness than ever to hear the
message aud to oconsider the teachings of
the Guspel, and among the converts them-
solves a deeper appreciation of the funda-
mental truths of vur glorious religion,
coupled with an carnest desire to under-
stand them moroe perfectly.

We have followed the same plan of
scrvices as last year with the exception
that the service furmerly held at California
was transferred to Esperanza. We have
regularly held four services on Sabbath :
-—Esperanza at 9 a. wm., Sevilla Hospital
at 11 a. m., Couva Churchrin Hindustani
at 3, and again in English at 7 p.

Euach week, as far as possible, we have
visited barracks and hospitalsat Exchange,
Perseverance, Esperanza and Miloon, and
other places as we could find time and
opportunity. -

The schouls have been visited, as a.regu-
Iar thing, twice each month, They have
dune very well. One hundred and seventy
one pupils havo made the number of at-
tendances required for presentation before
the Inspector.

The averages have been much the same
as last year.  As, by a mishap, the tiguves
for monthly average roll appeared in the
average daily avtendance column last year,
it seems proper that we should give the
averages for last year and for this in
parallel columns in this report.

Tne Waterloo School was closed at the
end of June because of the withdrawal of
the allowance from J. Cumming, Esq., at
that date, so that the report of that school
is for six months ouly.

The fees paid to the Government School
at Cilcutta Villaze in behalf of Indian
children are included in the item of gene.
ral incidentals in our financial statement.

Through the generosity of the Foreign
Mission Board in Canada and of friends in
'%‘r]inidnd vur church is now all but free of
d2bt.

Uwing to diminution of expenditure in
the latter part of the year, we have been
able—with the £30 granted by the Foreign
Mission Board, and the $100 voted by the
Mission Council from ¢ld house proceeds
—to wipe ufl’ the dgbt that stood unour re-
port last year, *

Iun two things we find cause for sadness,

first the death of Miss Archibald. She
entered upon her work at the beginnin,
of the year with very grent ability an
diligence. She did her part well up to the
Midsummer holidays, but during the first
week of her vacation the call came and she
pussed away to the glorious rest and joy
of hcaven.

Itisimpossible to say here what might be
said of her, but let this suflice~she was
every way satisfactory as a Mission Teacher.

Another cause of sadness is the serious
breaking down of Mrs. Wright's health,
and the opinion of Medical Officers that
she should not remain in a tropical climate.

In this the Mas er has intimated that I
should leave the work to which with alt
sincerity and earnestness I had given my-
gelf up. I have theréfore resigned and
will return to Canada in a few months.

As this is my last Missionary Report I
may be permitted to say a word or two in
reference to my whole work since arrival.

When.I camme to Couva there were one
hundred names on the Baptismal Roll, of
that number only twenty-tive aie now m
the district. Thers.were forty namnes on
the Communion Roll, of these twenty-one
have been removed.

Eighty-nine names ‘have been added to
the Baptismal Roll; some of these have
died or gone away from the neighborhood,
but the bulk of them remain. 7Twenty-
three have been added to the Communion
Rull, of which eight have removed. We
have had only one case of repudiation
after baptism.

Some are careless, but the most of the
people regularly attend the services of the
church, and evidence before men that.they
are abiding in Christ and secking to walk
a:cording to His truth.

There are large settlements of fre®
Indians lying to the east of this tield which
call loudly vpon us to extend our opera-
tisng,

I trust that the Church may soon be in
a position to increase the funds so that
these places may be taken up.

The result of four years’ lahour may
appear small, but we have honestly
done our best, and have refused tv enlarge
our numbers by taking in unsatisfactory
material, aud although we could have wish-
ed uuch greater results: we thankfully re-
ceire what has heen given asevidence that
we have not lahoured alone xor-spent vur
strength for naught.
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Dur heartiost thanks are tendered for
the fullowing donations:—

Mr. Headley $ 4060
Park St. ‘Church, Halifax 24 00
Book Fund of Mission 40 00

Queen’s Park Ch., Glasgow, per
J. R. Greig, Esq., 24 00
J. G. Douglas, Esq., Scotland %6 00

and to all who have aided in the ercction
of the church. Also to Ladies of Bass
. River and others in Canada who have sent
gifts of clothing, etc., for the school
<children.

We mention alse with very much plea-
sure that intimation has been® received
from the friends of Miss Archibald that
they have purchased for Couva a set of
“Communion Vessels” as a memorial gift.

-

{
23
30
47

2

Baptisms for the year— Infants
Adults

Communicants on Roll
Elders ordained 1887

Statistical Toble of Schools.— )
Boys Girls Total Averafre Avgrage
pECYS )

Esperanza_and

Providence 36 23 59 38 32
Brechin Castle 37 7 44 26- 28
Exchange 48 14 62 39 28
Milton 33 18 51 26 26
Perseverance 9 29 68 44 37
Waterloo ~18 12 30 29 3t

211 103 314 202 180

All which is respectfully submitted b

Yous sineercly, -
Joru~N Kxox WRIGHT.

FIRST ANNUAL REFORT OF REV.
W. L. MACRAE.

Prixcestowy, Dec. 31, 1887.

The balancing of accounts at the end of
the year is well adapted to remind one of
the more important clusing of accounts at
the end of life when everyone shallreceive
for the things done in the body whether
theybe bad or good. How important
therefore is the question, On which side
shall the balance then fall?

In the Princestown district work has
been carried on in much the saine way as
in former years. Although the necessity
of acquiring a new language naturully re-
tarded progress, yet with the help of a

faithful caechist (Mr. C. C. Svodeen) and
other native worl*vrs a good work we trust
has been doue.

Services.— Divine service was held each
Sabbath in Princestown, Jore Village,
Cedar HilL and Piparo, and fortnightly
and monthly, as circumstances would per-
mit, on estates, in villages and other sec-
tions of the field.

Besides the regular services in Princes-
town (Hindiin the morning and English in
the evening) we have & very encouraging
Sabbath School with a roll of 120 just be-
fore the morning service, and :lso a pray-
er meeting on Wednesday evening which
is well attended.

In connection with the service at Iere
Villageis another Sabbath Schuol of which
Miss Semple has charge and is there
training a large claes of promising boys.

Sabbath Schools are held by other teach-
ers in their several fields. .

During the week regular visits are made
to estates, villages, hospitals and jungle,
and sometimes open-air meetings are Leld
which the people seem to enjoy.

Schools.—There are in all nine schools
in this district, one-of which (Elswick) has
been taken over by the Government and
is now incorporated with the Government
Schools at North Trace. It is still, how-
ever, costing us about $7.50 per month.
This scl.ool was first opened in Februar
last. :

The” school in Princestown is now
taught by Miss Semple with three native
helpers. The school, which always had a
good record, is doing excellent work and
has had for the last few months a caily
average of 115.

The school at Mount Stewart is accessi-
ble to the children of Jere and Mount
Stewart Vi lages and Friendship, Curyal
and Ben Lon ond Estates.

The scheol ot Paln-yra accommodates
the children at Palmyra V.lage and Re-
form Estate.

The school at Cedar Hill is.within easy
reach of the children of the three estates
in that quarter, and although the work
here has hitherto been somewhat elfemen-
tary yet evidences of progress are not
wanting and our thanks are duwe to Mr.
and Mis. MacKenzie for assistance and

“encouragement in the work.

The schaol at ordan Hill is accessible
to the children of three estates, viz,
Bronte, Cupar Grange and Jordan ‘Hill,
These estates belong to Mr, Lennan and
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son who, although onaccuunt of depression
in the sugar trade have some time ago
felt obliged to withdraw their contribu-
tion, still help us by furnishing a room for
the teacher and by their sympathy and
encouragement.

On Brothers Estate is a school which
accommodates the children of the two
estates in that quarter. .

‘The school at Lengua is situated:in one.

section of that large and scattered settle-
ment while it 18 alsu accessible tu the chil-
droen of [nverness Estate. A new build-
ing will be required  fur this.school at an
early date. . .
The children in Piparo Settlement as in
all country districts have during the. wet
season to contend with the difliculty of
Lad roads; yet afairaverage has been kept
up in the school there and a good work
has been done. - .
Thus it will be scen from the foregoing
that with some extension and in one or
two instances afliliation with. the Ward
Schouls the ground so far as the Indian
children are concurned would in this dis-
trict be fairly well covered. :

On Roll.
Names. Daily
Boys Girls Total Average.
Princestown 75 63 18 105
Mount Stewart 41 9 30 30
Riversdule 44 4 45 24
Lengua 20 16 6 20
Jordan Hill 24 123 22
Palnyra 24 7 31 21
Brothers 16 4 30 21
Cudar Hill 23 9 32 24
257 14 401 276
Baptisms—Adults 9
Children 9
18
Marriages 5
Communicants 47

We recordt our sineere thanks for the
liberal donations to the following:—Happy
Workers, Baddeck; Knux Church, To-
ronto: St. Andrew’s S. S., Ottana: College
Sue:tS. 8., Toronto; Dundas 8. S,
Ouatario; St. John's Y. M. B. C!, Brock-
ville; and Miss Machar, Brockville; also
the many jadiesin Canada and Trinidad
who so cheerfully assisted us in preparing
a bazaar and to all friends who. in somany
wayr, Lave ass’sted usand shown kindness
Lo us.

All o wlilieh is r.spectfully submitted.

W. L. Macrak,

MISS BLACKADDAR'S ELEVENTH
ANNUAL REPORT. :

Tacariaua, TriNiDAD, Dec. 27, '87.

Called from Princestown I removed to
Tacarigua during the month of February
last. . L
The past few months have been. filled
with work on the usual lines; teaching
from 8 A. M., to 3 p. M; doing what ] can,

outside school-hours, cunducting.Sunday-

schuul.keeping house, and training the
young orphans that are still with us. )
The day-school has been increasing in
numbers: For a few months we had an
average of overa hundred. We havea
large number of girls in school, as Hindus
care so little for girls, this has been a very
encouraging feature of the. work here.
These girls are small, wild, and some of
them very dirty. We cannot hupe to
make great scholars of them, bug we do

.hope to jufluence them for good; they will

not regard christian work or vhe christian
religion as their parents do, and the work
with these listle ones, will tell in the fut-
ure.

We have a fine band of boys, and we do
hope and pray that they mav learn to love
and scrve Jesus, that these boys will one
day prove themselves good true Christians,

The people are deeply oppused w Gurls-
tianiry. They will not hear, but seem to
harden their hearts against anything gond,
The evil of strong drinkis one great ob-
stacle in the way of these pevple. A tew
allow their children to attend school will-
ingly. A great nuwmber are quite care-
less about the matter, the chuuren amy
come or play in the street as they likc;
while many will not allow the children to
attend school, even though the little ones
are willing to come. One little girl would
cume in, her mother has often followed
her, taken the child home, and beaten her
cruelly. Sometimes threats of personal
violence are made, a dog is allowed. to rush
out at us, or the pleasant remagrk iz.made, .
*If you cross the strect. we will breax
your legs.”  As Indiap people take, more. |,
pleasure in.talking ahont what .they, will . ..
Jo or miglit do thau in actually doing it,
we have so far escaped all bodily harm,
A few have proved themselves really kind
friends and goud neighbours.

The vsual bianches of a commmoen school
have been carried on, a good number pass-
od through the Inspector'’s exawmination
laet Aril. The gitls sew gne honr every

-
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day. They have made over two hundred
different articles of clothing. Mrs., Mor-
ton kindly gives instruction in singing,
Mr. Morton regularly gives religious in-
struction, and examines the schoul work.

We have a well-arranged system of Dilie |

lessons for the day and Sunday schouls,
The children enjoy these lessons very
much, and take a real delight in learning
them. .

Our Sunday schoul is held from 3 till 4
every Sunday afternoun; then service till
5 o'clock. We have six classes, and could
have more, but we cannut get teachers.
All the teachers are young Hindus.

The English famiiies in the quarter have
heen very kind and thoughtful, they have
shown an interest 1n the work, and have
always been ready and willing toassist us
in every possible way. Muvs. Eccles, Mrs.

Cumming, and Mr. Mitchell have seut’

fruit and other articles for the school chil-
dren, Ineed not say such feasts are high-
ly enjoyed by the childven. We often
find the work hard and discouraging, but
we have the promise that God in His own
good time will bring the heathen to Him-
self. Wehave had 11 children in our
home during the year pust. Two of our
girls, Jessie and Jane, married very fine
Young men, they have happy cowmfortable
homes of their own, and .uany opportuni-
ties to do guod to others. Four of these
children have beenuboys, they give more
trouble than girls, and seem harder to
manage. Iam not altogether surprised
at Pharach's dislike to boys, they really
do show such genius for all kinds of mis-
chief, rent garments, and mud generally.
We need a rvom for the infant class as the
school house is rather small, but times are
50 hard we do vot feel like g.ing to any
more expense than can be helped.

The year past has had its own trials and
waorrties; 1t takes time to get a deep inter-
est in, or a love for, new people and pla-
ces. We are deeply grateful to Dr.
Murray of Tunapuna, who hss kindly at-
tended myself,. the children in our hpme,
snd any of the school children for whom
1 have asked medical aid all has been
lindly, cheerfully, and gencrously given.

Average for 1s. term 78
. ozud v TV
o Y4 3lﬂ " 96
‘e ¢ 4th ¢ 12
Average for year 87

Eunrolied for year 201

Girls 83
Boys 118
A. L. M. BLACKADDAR-

MISS COPELAND'S REPORT.
Sax Fernanpo, Dee. 26, 1867.

It now falls to. me to tell of another-
year’s work, and, as mine is teaching work,,.
1 will jutroduce you at cnce to mny school.
1t uccupies all my time, its demands some-
times appear to exceed my strength, but
I can honestly sny Iam haypy inthe work.
My highest monchly roll was 160 which,. .
if equally divided amongst the four divi-
sions.of our school, would give, as yow
will see, a number sufiicient for any teacher -
to manage. .

One of my-monitors, an excellent helper,.
Joseph Benny, tugether with. his parents -
and brother, has left fox India. We miss »
iss him. very wmuch as he “was ap able as-
sistant, a sincere Christian, a.. 2arnest
worker for the . Master, and vever more
happy thau when doing good to others. .
We hope und pray that he may be a bless--
ing in his new home amopgst his own.
country-people.  Joseph was. greatly re--
spected among the boys, bote big and:
little, as he had a nice disposition, 2nd.
could help them’in many ways, but more-

‘particularly was he looked up to on ac—

count of his size, being only 14 years of
age, but weighing 2C0 Ibs. '
Woe have in his place a young Indisn

| named Frederick Amir, the young man £

whom I wrote as having passed throvgh a.
trying experience before giving vp hisa
former religion to accept Christianity.
He is not very strong, but very earnest,.
aud his influence amongst the little ones
must be for good. His wife teaches sew-
ing for an hour every morning tv tle
menless of the infant class,. Luth liys
and gr's,

Mr. Jacob Corshie went to Princestonm
at the beginning of the year tu tuke charge |

-of the school there until Miss Semple’s

retuin when he came hack with "us. He
is » valuable helper, both in day-sthouk
and Sabbath-schovl work. 1f Mr. Grant
has occasion to be away from hume onthe

.evening of our prayer meceting, Mr. Jacol

is always readv and willing to conduct the-
-service.

Miss Annie Olmel is s°ill with us, and!
has her s.wing-class every afternoon.  As:
we were anxious to have-all our little cness
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supplied with clothing for Christmas day
Mrs. Grant started a sewing-circle which
met once & week in the manse, and al-
though the attendance was not verv large,
the work done was indeed very creditable.

We have to thank the ladies of the
various Societics of Pictou, Sydney Mines,
St. John'’s, Nfld, Chipman, N. B., and
others for their continuved support. As
the attendance at our schools increases,
we need more garments. The arrival of
the buxes this year was quite opportune
as we had already distributed all our gar-
ments, and thers were constant demands
for more.

There have been more poor children
in our San Fernando school this year than
I have ever seen before, There are doubt-
less mauy causes for this. The usual wet
season has been very dry, consequently
there was not so much weeding to be done
on the estates, and labourers who were
thus thrown out of employment, have
moved into the town, and some have sent
their children to schovl. When they
come first they are not generally very tidy,
but when cthey get their faces washed,
their hair combed and a clean shirt or
frock on, they have quite a changed ap-
pearance. These rovers certainly spoil
the average.attendance, as they do not
generally stay in the town very long, but
we are glad to have them, even for a
short time, ag their contact with respect-
ably dressed, aud well-behaved children,
cannot have other than a beneficial effect.

At our annual Inspector’s examination
in October. 78 passed, 58 of whom were
in the standards.  As the allcwance from
government depends altogether on the
progress of the children, we are always
pleased to be able to report a goodly num-
ber of successful ones as they materially
assist the finances, which is a very impor-
tant consideration.  This, with the allow-
ance from howme, has met all the expenses
of the schoul. As we have some pupils
who are pretty well advanced, there is more
expense comuected with it than there
wauld be if all were younger.

The average attendance for the year has
been 113, larger than ever before, for the
last quarter it was 123, but owing to sick-
ness and other causes it was much lower
at the beginning of the year.

There has been an unusual amount of
sickness this year, and four deaths in the
school.  Sickness does its work very

quickly in Trinidad. Little ones who
Jave been in the school on the Friday,
looking quite hearty, have taken a sudden
attack, and died befure Monday morning.
Everything around reminds us of the un-
certainty of life, but whilst inlife we must
try eheerfully to do life’s dutics.

Our boys are very fond of cricket, and
occasionally indulge in a match on Satur-
days, town agaiust country. At the close
of the school this year there were athletic
sports at which all acquitted themselves
very well. It is indeed encouraging to
see the interest tuken in our bhoys by all
the influential gentlemen in San Fernando.
In the first place it wasthey who proposed
that there should be sports at Christinas,
and then they willingly subscribed, and
although the day was rather wet, as every
day has been for the past month, quite a
number of ludies and gentlemen drove out
to the Savannah to see them running,
jumping, ete. AWappeared satisfied with
tho day’s entertainment. The prizes were
selected by a lady in Port of Spain, and
distributed by M. Dick, one of the
managers of the school, who spoke kindly
to the byys, encouraging those who did not
get any prizes to pructise, and try to do
better next year.

Among our Indian friends we need only
to look at their homes to see who have em-
braced Christianity and who have not. 1In
those of the former, almost without excep-
tion, we seo a neat room, well, if plainly
furnished, a niee collection of books which
are also well used, There is also a read-
ing club which is called the *‘Asiatic
Magazine Club.” They subscribe for most
of the leading papers and magazines; All
the members are Indians and Chinese, and
belony to our church. Family worship is
in almost every home. Those uninfluenc-
ed by Christiun truth. we find quite con-
tent with their one or two soiled and torn
Hindi books, while their only furniture is
a rice-bag and table with very few addi-
tionitl comforts.

Our Sabbath-school is progressing very
favorably. The uttendance has increased
as have also the collections. They have
raised nearly fifty dollars this year which
is to go towardsa library. They will have
a small one to begin with, and hope to add
to it by degrees as they are able to afford
it. We usc the Westminster teacher and
Cook’s quarterlies, and work on much she
same lines as at home.

We have had several visitors from Nova

o
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Scotia during this year; Pictou captains,
some of whom have had their wives tiavel-
ling with them. We are always pleased
to sce them. They have attended our
Sabbath school on many occasivns, and
always exproesed themselves as pleased
with the work.

Of spirtbunt results I will not write ns
Mr. Grant’s report will doubtlers speak of
them. I will simply say that of the un-
usually large numnber of baptisms in this
yeer, several were from this school.

Faithfully submitted,
CHRISTIAN F. CoPELAND.

LETTER FROM MR. MORTON.

Mr. Morton writes to the Presbyterian
Record as follows : .

TouNAPUNA, Dec. 2, 1889.

This day last year our church was open-
ed. Yesterday the Lord’s Supper was
dispensed and a special collection taken
up for the debt remaining on it. The
collection awmounted to $43.56 with seve-
ral envelopes yet to cume in.

There were 160 persons present, and
25 Indians, 14 men and 11 women, sat ot
communion table, 10 of them for the first
time. Four who live two miles away and
two who were sick were absent.

Of the 31 vu the roll, 18 are husbands
and their wives, 6 are men, frmn 30 to
fitty years of age, who have no wives, and
two.are men and two wumen whose part-
ners are not wembers. Four who had
been Mohammedans and twenty-two who
had been Hindus were adults before they
ever heatd the Gospel. Four were taught
in our schouls, and baptized when.of age,
to profees their fa'th in Christ, and one
was bapt zed, when an infant, in the
Romau Catholic Chuich.

Of the 18 mu on the roll) three can
read two languages and eleven can read
one.  Of the 13 women, two can read two
languages and one can read one. Some
of the others are learning to recad. One
man snd his wife were baplizcd as Ruman
Catholics in another colony. The hugband
could 1ead Hindi. When they eame to
Trinidad he saw the Bible for the first
time in his own language, and reading it
led him to leave the Church of Rome.
He joined the Church of England, the
only one within his reach; but he could
protit little as he understood little English.
When Le came Lore ke attended the ser-

vices he could understand, and he and his
wife contributed $10.00 cach to the build-
ing of this church.

‘lhat venerable wan before us was a
follower of the fulse prophet. He lives
ona cocoa estate eiglt miles away and
arove his wife here on a catt. Ho can
read the Persi Arabic charactor fieely and
is well pested in the Mohammedan cor.-
troversy, He holds that the distinctive
doctring of Presbyterianism, is to hold ly
the teaching of~the Bible as aguinst ail
human tiaditions and additions.

Near him sits a small but most worthy
man— very industiivus—never absentfiona
church or prayer-meeting without geod
cause. I found him six years ago iu the
depth of despair. His Hindu gwa lad
borrowed frein him $£€0.C0— all he had—
the saving of ycare—and 1an away with it.
He had lost {aith iu God and man--Jost
hope for this woild, or any other. But
God’s hand was in it. Amid vanishod
hopes and bruken idols, the g1ace of Cod
and the **Letter hoje” found Lim. - He
learned to read Hindi, was baptized amd
continues to live like a Chiistian. He is
a lsburing wan. His regular contriluticn
is six ceuts o Sabbath. - At the openiug
of the chwch last year, his extra contiily«
tion was £1 stg. und yesterday he ard
bis wife gave $1.20 each, and expresud
regret that «n acccunt of the pessure
of the times tliey could not give more.

His wife who is quite clderly was slow
to lesin and but tor an excellent Now
Tettament Picture Teck 1 do not know
how she would have Leen taught.

Twice she came up for examinaticn and
failed to pass for Laptiem. The secend
time she uied to lay the blame en my
Yook which she alleged was d.fferent from
Mem Sahib’s and her husband’s, and in
proof ghe pointed to two pigeons in tle
pletute of the jresentation in the Ly ¢
which she said were nct in the other
beoks.  But the pigeons weie thete, only
she Lad not nuticed tlem, and she Lad
20 back to her studies. 1las she did with
determinaticn, and passed with credit «n
her next trial. Let these persenal sketcls
suftice for tl.e present.

: JouN MorToxn.

Twenty-five yoas ago tl.cre was nopro-
fessing Christiars i the Chinese Province
of Slantung; now thcre ate 3C0 places
where Clrittians meet regularly on_ile
fabluth,



30 THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN,
DEMARARA. effurts aro being made by the leaders of
this sect to gather pros:lytes from cvery
LETTER FROM REV. JOUN GIBSON. quarter.
Zeesvre Housg, A knowiedge of Urdu as well as Hindi
Wasr Coasr, Demarara. | will be necessary to meet the requiroments
Dear Mr. Morrison: - “e.. . Jofthe field.. My catechist is thoroughly

The sixty dollars which your Forcign
Mission Commitlee sont will be a grent
dielp to ad in carrying on our-work,

Through want of funds we have not been.

ablo tu extend our wark™ns we desire, and.
in consequence of the Tuschen five we
have been deprived-of a achool house.and
- grant of $25.00 per month.

The Society here has undertaken the
support of the Cutcchist leaving the
Uitvlugt (Iflugt) school entirely for schaol
purposes. A new teacher and two moni-
tors have been employed, and with a Jarger

<staff of helpers the result would have been
imwore encouraging. .

The monitors are improving rapidly, and
if we can persuade them to remain at
school until we can offer them a better
situation, it will be to their own advant-
<age, and they will he of great assistance
0 us in our work,

1t is g0 easy for children to get employ-
ment on_the estates, for which they ave
‘well paid, that we lose the most promis-
ing boys and givls at the time we ars most
anxious to retain them: At Uitvlagt
iniany who have formerly attended school,
but ure now employed during the week
«n the estates, come out on Sunday with
«lean, tidy garments, shewing a certain
amount of self-respect, and evidently de-
sirous of sucuring the advantages of the
Sabbath-sehool clage.

QOur Bible cluss of adults who read
Hindustani, is well asteuded, and-one of
£h2 most enjoyable meetings.

We have ud no baptisms for several
weoks, but eipect some nexs Sabbath.
Sickness and ocher reasons ofton cause
long and wearisume delays. 1t is the rule
ather than the exception to be disappoint.
cd several times,  If, however, their hearts
are truly tonched they will suoner or Inter
make an open profession of their faith.

There ave numerous inquirers after the
truth, and many are counvinced in their
own minds that Christianity is the more
excollent way.

Tie influence of Mohammedanism is,
however, very strong, and the ropposition
do our teaching most persistent. New
temples are being erected and strenuuvus

acquainted with both dialects, The Urdu
is more_difficult but: more -intoresting; I
am reading in the' New: Testament in this

- langunge duily. » The Mohammedans are

proud of their .own langunge. and think it
quite_wfre dig to have anything to do
with Hindi. . ’

After the opinions which have Leen ex-
pressed with regard to the improbability
of their embracing Christianity, it may
seemn to some like cherishing a forlorn
hope to study their language and spend
time upon’ them. Although, humanly
speaking, their conversion may not be so
hopeful, -we are still bound to uss the
means whatever may be the results. When
Christianity has once taken hold of the
Mohammedans of this coluny the success
of missions among our Indian population
will be ensured. They are as far in ad-
vance of the ordinary Hindvo-at present,
in the possession of the more manly
virtues, as men are in advance of children.
Cleanliness, self-respect, and independence
are the common possession of Mohamme-
dans, while these qualities are almost en--
tirely wanting in the mass of the Hindoos,
The ditfereuce in the appearance of Mo-
hammedan and Hindoo temples on this
coast would strike the att:ntion of ‘the
most casual observer.

One temple has been erected by asing'e
dndividual at a cust-of $2,200; it 18 a hand-
some building and well fnrnished. On
another estate a smaller and cheaper
temple has just been completed. We ar:
surrounded with temples althouzh those
of the Hindoos are far from being impos-
ing in their appearance,

Uur little band of - Christiars has not
underteken the building of a church or
temy.le, but their contributions would com-
pare favorably with those of their more
wealthy fellow countrymen. Th(se who
have joined us are all poor, and their
small earnings are barely suflicient for the
supply of food and clothing. All whcan
read have saved cenough to furnish them-
selves with « copy of the Scripturss in
their own language. Large sums of money
are annually expended in the distiisution
of the Bible amony the careless snd god-
less pcople. Sume missions undsriake
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this as their sole work. Wo could find
any number who would accept a copy of
the Word of Guod, and probably make
good use of it if they had it. It is a
greator satisfaction to see men showing
their appreciation of the Bible by buying
it for themselves. Members uf ‘the cou-

gregation-took from May- uutil Decetaber {

in paying this smallamountyperhaps. st
of them wight have .done better, but. who
will.say all. ‘have not. done well, © I must
now close, with thaunks for -your expres-
sions of good wishes and prayeri. for our
welfare. . : . .

| 1 .l .
Siucerely yours,. . .
+ JuHN GIBSON.

A DISCUSSIUN ON ETIQUETTE.

Does not the following from The Chris
tian Observer hit it off well?

¢ Will you draw me .2 pen picture for
benetit of the 1eders ?” C

“On what subject is it.?” .
* ] want a piéture of a gentlemen at an

evening reception, just at the time of tak- |

ing leave of - the hustess. ‘P.egresent him-
bye. -His
right hand is extended to shake hers; but

- his left foot is raise’, and with s left

hand, he is pulling on his overshoe., 0l
course, his eyes are glancing around to the
shoe to see what is'the reason that it does
not go on easily.” .

““Why, have:you seen any one doing
anything of that kind #”

“I was told this morning by a friend.
that he saw something of the kind at
church service, last Sunday. Just as-the
congregation was singing the long metre
doxology (was it not their farewell ¥).
several of them were pulling away ateither
their overshoes, or their overcoats.”

*Oh, I have seen somettl ing like that in_
church sometimes. But if a lady would
not tolerate it, I do not believe that God
approvesit! = -

When Professor Druwmond was asked,
“‘Are the leading scientists in Great
Britian antagonistic to Clristianitys” his
answer was:—*‘The trend of religious
theuglit is in the right direction. There
has been o great change in the last few
years. Therc are many human disciples
of our Lord in the Universities. The
successor of Huxley to the highest chair,
in the Royal Society of Londun is Pro-
fessor Stokes, a reverent Christian.”

Dresbyterics,
HALIFAX PIG;SBYTERY

met Feb, 2, in Chalmer’s Hall,

Twenty-tawo ministers and four elders
ware prestht.

Mr. Lord declined-the call from St,
Andrew's Church, Beamudn, By request
a.committee of Presbytery was appointed
to select ministers eligible for that place.

Mr. Rousborough .was appointed to give
supply in the meantime to Mooseland.

Agreed, to ask H. M. Bouard for seven

- catechists for the symmwer,

Ou remits, Presbytery recommend-d

' that representation in. Agsembly Le one-

sixth; that an enlargement of existing
Assembly Fund will serve to meet travel-
ling expenses; and, that remit on marriage
question be not approved but that sub-
seription to the confession be modified Lo
accord with decision of last Assembly re-
garding. marriage with. deceased wife’s
sister, aunt or niece.

Delegates to Assembly were chosen,
Messrs, McMillan, McKnight, Burns,
Henry, Sinipson. Dickie, Godon, Laing,
ministers, and, Dr. McMillan, Geo. Mit-
chell, W, H. Blanchard, William Sedge-
wicke, Sheriff Archibald, Stephen Put-
nam, E. L. Hoine, and J. K. Munnis,
elders.

A visitation of Chalmer's Church con-
grégation in the evening shewed that it is
pruspering well. It has built a fine hall
during the year at a cost of $7,600.

A report from the Eastern Section of
Presbytery of a visit-to- Milford «nd Gays
River was most encouraging,

THE PRESBYTERY OF WALLACE

et at "atamagouche. Feb Tth at 7 p. m.
The Rev. D. Mcetiregor preachied, after
which the Presbytery proceeded with the
visitation of the congregation.
The following is the finding: That the
pastor is faithful und abundant in his

laliors: that the elders and other office-

bearers are actively co-operating with him
in every good work and that the financial
affaits of the congregation arein a.healthy
condition. The Presbytery therefore, re-
cord their gratitude to God for these mani-
fest tukens of his'blessing which arc attend-
ing the ministrations of the gospel in this
congregation: and, in commending pastcr
and pevple to God, pray .that he miglt
continue to bless them and that more
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abundantly,

Agreed tuinake the samo applications to
the Home Mission and Augmentation
boardsas were made last year.

Tne remit anent the marriage question
was considered and disapproved of.

With regard to the remit concerning the
constitution of tl.e General Assembly and
travelling eaponses, it was decided thatin
the opinion of the Presbytery a change is
nut advisable in the meantime.

The following was appointed commis-
sioners to the next General Assembly:
ministers. Revs, T, Sedgwick, H. B. Mc-
Kay and R.. C. Quinn; elders, Wm,
% el;gl.ton, Arcliball McKayand F. B.

RN

Adjourned to meet in St. Matthew's
Church, Wallacy, on the first Tuesday in
May next at 1la. m.

THE PRESBYTERY OF LUNEXBURG AND SHEL-
BURNE

met at Cridgewater on the 7th of Feb.

The contributions to augmentation and
college funds were found to bein a favour-
able pusition. ’ .

A cordial welcome was extended to Mr.
Vans in view of evangelistic services in
which he is about to engage within the
Lounds of the Presbytery.
the Rev. Messrs. Crawford and McClure,
and Messrs, Calder and Eisenhauer were
appointed commissioners to Assembly.

The Rev. G, M. Grant, D. -D., was
nominated for the moderatorship.

Next meeting at Mahone Bay on March
13. atl p. 3

PRESBYTERY OF MIRAMICHI

met in St. Johu's Church, Chatham, Jan-
uary 24.th

Read a letter from the Rev. Alex.
Russell of Dalhousic, expressing the grati-
tude of himsel{ and s congregation for
the supply grven them during his recent
severe illness, and also intimating his
. ability now to resume his pastoral duties.

The Rev. Principal Grant was nomiu-
ated Moderator of the General Assembly,

Rev. Messrs. Hamilton, Cameron, Mc-
Kay, and Brown were appointed as com-
nnssioners to Assembly.

The remit on the marriage question was
adopted.

The remit on travelling expenses of com-
missioners was rejrcted.

Allocations for the agumentation fund
wercagreed upon as follows: St. Andrew’s,

Chathawm, $76; St. Janes, Newcastle, 8755
St. John’s Chatham, 840; Duuglattowm
and Nelson, $18; Blackville, 326; Red- '’
bank, 826; Black River, $26; Campbell-
ton, $41; New Carlisle, 826; New Rich-
mond, $36; Dalhousie, $27: River Charlo,
$35; Bathurst $25; Richibucto, 3(0; Bass.
River, $22; Tabusiutac,and Burnt Church,
816; Total 85679, .

A card was read from P. M. Morrison
anent the appuintment of a commistee fur-
the College fund.

Next meeting of Presbytery, in the hall
of St. James Church, Newcastle, on Tues-
day, the 20th March, at 10 a. m,

DYING WORDS OF UNBELIEVERS.

Sir Francis Newport, rising on his el-
bows when dying exclaimed: ¢Oh, the |
insufferable pangs of hell!” and falling
back, expired. :

The celebrated. Talleyrand on his death-
bed was visited by Louis Philippe king
of the French, “How do you feeld” said
the king. The answer was; “Sive, 1 am
suffering the pangs of the dammned.”

Sir Thowas Scott said: *Until this mo-
ment, L believed there was neither a Ged,
nor a hell. Now 1 know and feel that
there : re both, and 1 am duomed to per-
dition.hy the just judgment of the Al-
mighty.” ) .

Cardinal Mazavine said when dying,
*0, my poor soul! what will vecome of
theo?! Whither wilt thou got”

Salmasius said, **Oh sirs, wind the
world less, and God more. Had I but
une year more, it should be spent in study-
ing David's psalms and Paul's epistles,”

Mirabean’s last words were, ‘‘sprinkle
me with perfume, crown me with Howers,
that thus 1 may enter upun eternal
sleep.”

The Emperor Sfeverus said: *‘I have
Leen every thig—-what avals it now.”

Ceesar Borgia said when he was sick to
death. “When 1 lived, 1 provided for
cverything but death; now I must die, and
am unprovided to die.”

An unbeliever iu his last moment said:
“Who skall carry me over the rivers”

The Atheist Hobbs' lust words were, *‘I
amn taking & fearful leap in the dark.”

. Voltaire's last words were, “Ishall goto
hell.”

Queen Elizal eth moaned out the heart-
rending woids, as she closed Ler eyes for
ever,  ‘*All my pesseewions for a moment
of time.”— I,
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“HIS LOVE TO ME.”

To an invalid fiiend, who was a trem-
bling, doubting believer, a clergyman once
said, “When 1 leave you, I shall go to my
own residence, if the Lord will; and when

- there, the first thing that I expect to do,
is to call for a baby that is in tho houso.
1 expect to place her on my knee, and
look down into her sweet eyes, and listen
to her charwming prattle; and, tired as Lam,
her presence will rest me, for 1 love that
chil«? with unutterable tenderness.

“But the fact is, she.does not love me;
or, to sy the most for her, she loves me
very little. 1f mny heart were breaking
under the burden of a c¢rushing sorrow, it
would not disturb her sleep. 1f my body
were racked with excruciating pain, 1t
would not interrupt her play with her
toys, If [ wasdead, she would be amused
in watching my pale face and closed eyes.
If my friends came to rémove the corpse
to the place of burial, she would probably
clap her hands in glee, and in two or three
days totally forget her papa. Besides
this, she has never brought me in 8 penny,
but has been.a constant expeuse on my
haunds ever since she was born. Yet, al-

.though I am not. rich in the world’s pos-

_sessions, there.is not money enough in the
world to buy my baby. Howisit? Doés
she love-me, ur dollovgher? Do I with.

“hold my love until I know she loves me ?
Am I waiting for her to do something

.}worthy of gy love before "extending it to
er ¥ -

+Oh, I see it,” said the sick man, while
the tears ran down his cheeks, *‘I sce it
clearly; it is notny love to God, but God’s
love to me 1 ought to be thinking about:
and I do love Him now as 1 never loved
Him before.” :

From that time his peace was likea
river.—From Lights.and Shadous. .

According to a Londun paper the New
Testament in Arabic is in demand in the
land of Moab. In one day a colpurteur
sold fifty four copies—“Hour being the
purchasing power. When night came
every receptacle in the colporteur's house
was filled with flour, and hot a copy of the
Scriptures remained unsold.

Only a fow days- since, in the city of
Madrid, two Protestant citizens have been
condemned to six months’ impris nment
for refusing to kneel before the Viaticum.

THE MOST WONDERFUL.

There are none more acutely sensible gf
the apathy of the Christian Church to their
condition than are the e nverted Indians.
The writer has heard their words of pathos
regretting their friends who have died in
the past ten years withous the Gospel.
When the pious Chippewa chief, Mi-ne-
ge-ehig, known to the writer, returred
from a visit to our Eastern cities, two
years ago, his brother chiefs gathered
around him and said, *Tell us what, of
all you saw, and most wonderful.” After
a long silence Mi-ne-ge.shig replied,
**When I was in the great churches and
heard the great organ, and all the ja'e-
faces stood up and said, ‘The Lord is in
his holy temple: let all the ear h keep sil-
ence,” I thoukht, ‘The pale-faces have

‘had this feligion ‘all”these four hundred

years and did not give it to us, and now
it is lJate.” That is the most wonderful
thing I ever saw.” And the chiefs said,
“That is indeed mast wonderful! Now it
is late. It is indeod noon.”—Christian at
Work.

LEPERS IN INDIA.

There are said to be in India 135,000
lepers, and a society is devoting ilself ex-
clusively to relieving their suffering, and.
proclaiming tothem the gospel. Hospitals
are provided, in which the victims of this
dreadful diseasc can find shelter, and in
one asylum there are ninety inmates. and
in another sixty. A similar almirable
purpose animates the persons who are ¢n-
deavouring to send missionaries to the
thousands of blind people in China, who
wander about in bands of a dozen or moze,
hungry and almost naked, and many of
them aflicted withleprusy. A Seotchican
has invented'a system for teaching the
blind Chinese.to read, and it is already
proving successful. )

William E. Gladstone says ; “‘If asked
what is the remedy for the deeper sorrows
of the human heart—what a man should

«chiefly look to in his progress through life

as the power that is to sustain him under
trials and enable him manfully to confront
his afflictions, I must point him to some-
thing which, in a well known hymn. is
called, *The old, old story,” told of in an
old, old Book; and taught with an old,
old teaching, which is the greatest and
best gift ever given to mankind.”
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WHILE THEY ARE WITH US.

If we had only known the dear ones
were going 8o soon, we should all have
done u great many things we did not do,
and wo should never have said the unkind
words weo did say. Now that we have the
dear vnes left to us in the home circle, let
us do all we can to make their lives peace-
ful and happy. Let us be very careful
how we wound the hearts that are dearest
t> usby our thoughtlessness and selfish-
ness :

Their stay with us.may ba alinost over,
anll after they have gone all our unkind
words and acts. will fill our hearts with
sorrow and our eyes with tears, Itisas
areat satisfaction to feel that we have done
all that we could for our dear ones when
we stand hy theiri silent €dima.  Speak
the kind words now that you will wish you
hal said; do the loving deeds, and make
the self-sacrifices for their comfort and
happiness that you would do if they could
only come back again. Here are some
Db utiful thoughts that have been written
out of some loving heart fur you all to copy
into your book of *‘Daily Readings.” it
was cub out and pinned into the mother's
Yook of “*Daily Readings,” aud her chil-
dren found it after shu had gone to *‘the
many mansions'’

*Do not koep the alabaster boxus of
your love and tenderness sealex up until
your friends are dead. Fill thewr lives
with swoetness. Speak approving, cheer-
ing words while their ears can hear them,
aud while their hearts can by thrilled by
tham, The flowers you medn to send for
their coftins, send to brighten and sweeten
their homes before they leave them. Let
us learn to anoint our friends beforchand
for their burial.”—Sel.

A MOTHER'S LOVE.

There are two kinds of Jlove—love
which receives, and love which gives; and

as it is more blessed to give than to re- |.

ceive, a mother's loyge which is always
giving, is the, chojeest love of all.
«dren honor most the mother that loves
wast; and religious daught s make piots
mothers. One hundred and twenty clergy-
men, being assembled together, were
invited to state the human Instrument of
ther change of heart. ITow many laid
the crown of that moerey on their mother ¢
Above 100, Her childven rise up, and
call I v Llessed.—Sdl.

‘their companions. —Nel, -

Chdl-.|*

CHILDREN'S FRIENDSHIPS.

Children are apt to seck-the society of
other children at about the sixth year of
their ages. This shotuld be a _ watchful
perivd for the parents, as friendships con-
tracted at this time have a very decided
influence on the mind, morals and man-
ners of their children; Nearly every
child is influenced for good or tur evil
through. early associations. .1f allowed to
be constantly with a nurse, their language
and manners will.in. nearly evory onse be
identical - with those .of. the nurse. A
mother should spend the greater portion
of every day in thesociety of her children.
}i.to rid herself of theirnoise she pormits
them to seck companionship outside; she
has no one to blawe but herself if their
manners.and - merals ‘dré “cotrupted. . All
children require the tompaniomship of
those of their own age, but 1t is very es-
sential that the' pavents should choos

LOVE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE.

“It is as diffrent as it can be!” “What
isit{” ¢‘Being a Christian. Everything
is 8o different from what Lexpected it to
be!” “What did you expectit to ber”’
“*When you used to talk with me about
being a Christian, I used tv say to myself:
No, 1 can’t now, I'll have to do so many
hard things, and I never can do them.”
**What hard things?” Y used to thlnk:
Ighall have to walk just so:sball have to go
to church and prayermneeting; shall havo to
oray and read the Bible, It isso different
from what I thought!” “What do you
mean? You go to church and prayermeet-
ing; you read the Bible and pray.” ¢‘Oh,
vea; hut then 1 Jove to do them. That
makes the difference. I do luve Jesus,
:mg lI luve to dv all ke wishes me to du.””
— e,

The United Presb) texian. church began
its work in India in 1855 with one mission-
ary. Dr. Gordon, and his wife. This wus
at Sialkot.  To-day they have eight dis-
tricts with their several hundred v.llages,
sixty-eight stations, thirty.five mission-
arvies. and one hundred and thirty-six
native helpers. There are over four
thousand conauunicants. So the work
grows,
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THE AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY.

Among the great organizations for,

spreading the knowledge of Christ ina
home land is the American Tract Suciety.
The following is a statement of its work,
© “This Society is nearing the cluse of its
63rd year. Since its organization more

than $20,000,000 have passed through the |

treasury department, without the luss of o
dollar so far as known! Every oflicerand
agent is required to balance accounts with
the Society unce n month. = This is busi-
ness. .

1ts 210 missionary colporteurs Inbored
in 33 of the States and Terrifories during
the past year, addressed 5,136 religious
meetings, made 139,163 family visits and
put in circulation 117,081 volumes of
Bibles and Testaments and  other. good

books, besides millions of religious papers |
and tracts, thus bringing tLe Gospel, jn the |

spoken and the printed form, to the homes
of more than 600,000 of the people. The
agaregate circulation of the Souciety’s pa-
pers :1 me during the year'was nearly 3,-
600,000."” .

IN CHINA. ..

The China Inland Mission has the lar-
gest number of wissionaries (I187); the
Amecrican Presbyterian Church, North,
the next (95); the Methodist Episcopal
Church stands thizd (74): the American
Buard fourth (€5): the London Missionary
Socicty fifth (50); the English Church
Missionary Society sixth ( -9). in 1885 the
native churc'ies contributed about $19.-
000 toward their own support, and tlere
is constant progress in this direction. In
addition to what the different missionary
and Bible societies are doing in China
there are severalindepend. ntmissionaries,
who are supporting thems.lves or are being
supported by individual friends. OQur
Iatest veports from China infurm us that
the openings for successful mission work
were never so many as now,— Sel,

There, were in Vienna Jast year.368-

suicides in a population of 1,200,000, be-
ing one suicida for eviry 3,700 inhabit-
ants. In N. York city of 1,600,000 there
were 190 suicides during the same time—
an average of 1 to cvery 10700 of poju-
lation. So thataboubthree tiinesas mary
answer negatively the question. “Ts liie
worth living?” in Viexnaas in New Yorl,

° THE ROUND DANOCE.

Rov. A.. T Piorson, Pastor of Bethany
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, thus
speaks of the “round.dance”: The mod-
orn round dance is to me especially abhor-
ent;.for ong, I will not put myself where I
am compelled even to look upon it. 1 am
tvo-well acquainted with buth its origin
and history to countenance it; after watch-

ing for twenty-five,years its® effocts upon

muodern soeiuty, I have set my face for-
ever against it. as aniniguity and a snave.
True, it did not have its ruots in pagan
idolatry, Lut it did have its origin ina
worse than pagan Jaxity, of morals; and
the fact that pure-minded persons may
pussibly engage in, it with entire innocenco
of wrony feolings or intent praves nothing
as to its influence un suciety generally.

The following is frorn an address recent-

ly. delivered in Bombay by an educated

Hindu who is not a Ohristian:

Cast your eyes around, and take a sur-
vey-of the nations abroad! What has
made England great? Christianity! What
has made the other nations of Euroje
great! Christinnity! What lias started
vur present religious Somajas all over
India? Contact with Christian mission-
avies! Who began female education in
Bowbay? The good 0ld Dr. Wilsun and
Mrs. Wilson, of beloved and honored
memory. Christians again! Christianity

-has nutonly been the saviour of man's

soul; but the regeneration of man's. hab-
itation on earth R

Rev. Dr. Judson Smith reports cheer-
ing prospects for Christianity amomyg the
Mongols, The fact that the number of
converts in China has more than doubled
in ten years, and now exceeds 30,000, is
at unce- a proof that Christisn work is
grandlv suceessful there, and is a power-
ful stimulus to more abundant labors,

It is said that o lady in Richmond,
Indizna, rented her fing hpuse and took -
+ humbler'abode ihas sho might have $1,-
J00 more & year to give tothe cause of
God.

Mises Florence Nightingale, the heroine
of the Crimea, is thought to be dying from
the effects of un old hespital fever which
she contracted in 1856,
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THE'WAY OF ESCAPE. *

“‘Stop n minute,” said a gontloman to
the friend who was welking with him®
¢ Just hoere I once fought for my soul’s
life, and by the grace of God won it.

*How was that!” asked his friend.

‘It happened in the time of my clerk-
ship,” was the answer. ‘I left my room
one Friday evening for a stroll.  While
standing right here fora moment I was
hailed by n young clexk whom I knew.
He was two years older than myself—
smart, clever, with manner that to me was
very attractive. Pointing toward aneigh-
bourhood, then notorious for its baunts of
evil pleasures, he invited me to go with
him there.

“Young and social myself, it seemed
impossible to resist. Having taken a fow
staps with the young man, all at once the
sight of the chapel, in the rear of the
church yonder, reminded me of a promise
I had made to an old friend to meet him
there some Fridayevening at the prayer-
meeting. But I was moving the other
way. Itseemed now asif I heard this
voice; ‘If you go youder to night, you
willnever againfeellike zoing to the chapel.
Which party will you join? Answer.’

“*It was the crisis of my life. Here 1
stood where two ways met. The debate
was torture. I prayed inwardly and pow-
er came. I stopped short, mentioned the
promise I had given to my older friend,
howed my good-night and hastened to the
chapel.” ,

It 1s easy to see what in that case was
God's way of escape.
chapel window was the gignal that marked

it out. That young man teok. the open
wav and hegum a mohle - life.  There is

such a way of escape from every tempta-
tion, and he who takesit issafe. . Heruns
into the path of right and duty and God
folds his wing of love over him. |

Another way of escaps is avoidance of
the path m which the danger lies. We
pray each morning, “Lead us not into
temptation.” Then we must not go where
temp ation i, ua’ess God plainly and
clearly leads us there.  Strongest warning
should be uttered awainst the reckless
rushing into spiritual danger which is so
common. True, there is a bit of Scripture
which says. ‘““He shall give his angels
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy
ways;” but that promise is not ours to
plead unless we are walking in duty’s path

The light in the!

with God. When God leads us where
temptation’s fires are hottest we must go
aund he will shelter us; but if we go unsent
aud unled we go uusheltered. In many
temptations God's way of escape is to keep
entirely away from them, We have no
business to do anything else, Temp-
tation ig too terrible athing to be rushed
into with blind, reckless, disregard of dan-

er. Weought never to be cowards in

uty. Where God bids us zo we should
go though the way swarm with devils.
But we ought to be cowards about guing
into temptation.

Countless thousands have ventured in-
to temptation, guing unbidden into the
way of danger, clambering down the peri-
lous edges of death, to gather flowers of
pleasure, and then have fallen into hope-
less shame and eternal death. God's way
of escape from these perils is to keep as
far as possible from them. How can
the young man expect God to keep
him from the drunkard’s woe if he
deliberately enters the drinking-saloon and
puts the cup to his lips? How caun the
young girl expect God to keep her pure if
she stands on the streets at night and
mingles with the immodest and the inde-
cent{ Avoidance of the temptation is
God’s way of escape from all such danger.

Then if temptation come when we are
in the path of duty, as they surely will
come, flight to God as refuge is the or-
dained way of escape. Not long since a
gentleman was walking along a city strect
when he was greatly surprised at the
strange actions of a little bird that came
fluttering down, evidently in great alarm
and excitement, and lighted on his bosom
and crept under his coat. The puor thing
had been cl.a ed by a hawk,and thussought
refuge from its pursuer. It is thus that
the chased and hunted soul should run to
Christ, and cieep inte his bosom in every
time of danger. This way of escape is al-
ways open.  The door is not shut day or
night, and the weary and imperilled ones
who fly there for sanctuary are never dis-
appuointed, never turned away, but are
always made weleome.

How precious i3 thy loving kindnese, O God!

And the chillren of men take refuze
Under the shadow of thy wings.”

These are some of the principal ways of
escape from temptation which the faith-
ful God makes for his children. If we
buttrust him unquestioningly, and ~hey
him implicitly, we shall neverbe defeated
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in life's sore battles,but shall be more than
conquerors through him that luved us.

A FUNERAL IN COSTA RICA.

A familiar sight in Costa Rica is a death
procession.  Whon some one is dying the
frionds send for a priest to shrive him,
The lattercomes not silently and solemnly,
a minister of grace and consolation, but
accowpanied by a brass band, if the fumily
are rich enough to pay for it (the priest
receiving a liberal coinmission on the busi-
ness), or, if they are poor, by a number of
boys ringing bells aud chanting hynins.
Behind the band or bell-boys ars two
acolytes; one bearing a cruedix and the
other swinging an incense urn.  Then fol-
lows the priest in & wovden box or chair,
covered by a canopy and carried by four
men, wearing the sacramental vestments,
and holding n his hand, covered with a
mapkin, the Host—the emblem of the
budy of Christ. People upon the streets
kneel as the processiun: passes, and then
follow it. Reaching the house of the
dying, the band vr bell-ringersstand out-
side, making all the disturbance they can,
while the priest, fullowed by-a motley rab-
ble, enters the death chamber, adininisters
the sacrament and coufesses the dying
soul. Then the procession veturns to the
church as it came. Going and coming
aud while in the house the band plays or
the bells are rung constantly, and every
man, woman and child within hearing fall
upon their knees, whether in the strect or
at their labour, and breathe a prayer for
the repose of the departing spirit.

Funeraisare occasions of great cere-
mony. Notices, or avisos, "as they are
called, are printed and posted upon all of
the dead-walls, like announcements of an
auction or an opera, and pruted iuvita-
tions are sent to all tue acquaintances of
thodeceased. The priestscharge a largefee
for attendance, proportionate to the means
of the faumily, and when they are poor it
is common for svie one to solicit contri-
butions to pay it. The spectacle of a beg-
gar sitting at the street corner asking aluw
to pay the burial fee of his wife or child is
a very common one, and quite as often
one can see a father carrying in his arm:
to the cemetery the coflin of a little one,
not being able to pay fora priest.and car-
riage too.— W, I. Cwrtis, e Harpa's
Magazine.

DEACON AINSWOTRH'S THANKS-
GIVING:

BY BELLE V. CHISHOLM.

Deacon Ainsworth's daughter Mary had
been in heaven three months, She had
been his favowrite child, aud he was not
himself sinee the naw grave was made in
the cetetery,  Somehaw, the world seem-
ed very different, and”heaven appeared
very near, now that. Mary was with the
angels. .

At the breakfast table on Thanksgiving:
morning, he said to his son, *‘Ben, you
must rig up old Dau and *ake your mother
and the girls to church.

- Catching the surprised lovk on the faco
of his wifu, he added, *I think 1 will not
go to-day.”

“Areyou not feeling well? she asked,
anxiously regarding the strange light in
his eyes. .

‘I am not ailing”, Janet, but I have a
bit o’ work talaok after, that will keep
me oyt, 0’ mectin’ this mornin’,” Le rcpli-
ed evasively,

“Why father, it is not like you to
absent yourself from the ordinances, [
never hnew you to work on Thanksgivin’
before, and | am sure there is nothin’
pressin’ now” urged Mrs. Ainswoith, feel-
ing that his trouble bad **turned his head.”

1t s a dooty that can’t stand over, Jan-
ctyand I hope you will say nonore, for my
-ming is settled on thy subject,” he replied.

‘When -ready to start, his wife said,
“‘Hadr't vou belter re-evnsider your deci-
sion, father, and go with us to Church¢
- It seems lunesume like to leave you he:e
alone.”  But he only shook his head aud
made no move to satisfy her request,

It is very stranve, secin’ you have at-
tenced every Thanksgiving service for
twenty odd years, and that so soun wi s
she isgone,” said Mrs* Ainsworth gravely.

*“That’s the reason I can’t go, Janet --
because Mary is not here,” he answered,
drawing his coarse slecve acruss his wet
eyes.

*Now, father, you don’t mean to say
that you'r goin’ to find fault with your
Maker! "lain’t right nohow;and it is our
dooty to submit to the willo’ the Lord at
all times.”

“Seein’ now you misunderstand me,
Janet, T'll tell you all about it. Since
Mary went, my neart has been tenaer sne,
and I have been thinkin’ that I have not

done my.shole dooty by the poor fulks
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around me. To begin, I have concheded
to pructice Thanksgiving to-day, instead of
goin’ to meetin’ and tellin’ the Lord all
about my gratitude. Scems to mo bhe
would rather judge people by their works
than by their vain words,”

“And yon'er raly-agointaround ‘among.
(-]

the widders and orphing while I'm to

meetin’,” said Janet,, with a glad. quiver,

din'her voice.

“That's my intention, T got old Han-
nulito cookane a dozens fat  turkeys, be-
sides chickens, meat, bread, and pigs in
grent’ abindance. The biggest ~Lasket
woes to théniinistér, and all’ ‘the poor
folks, who donit kiiow what Thaunksgiving
means, are bound to have one goud, square
meal.  If you have anything to add, I'll
‘be miglity glad to take it along.”

There was a tioubled look upon Janet's

face for a. minute or two, and then she
‘then sho went to-a press and brought out
a warim dress and shaw! that had belo:.._ed
to Mary. “Somebody may as well wear

them,” she said. when she saw the tears.

iu the dencon’s eyes.

Surely! she would wish them to bring
comfort to smne sufferin’ mortal instead o’
hangin’ uscless in-the closet for moths to
devour,” he answered. *‘Oid Grauny
Duoudna is bad off for & warm wrap, and
that poor waif at Wilmot's will be proud
of a woolen froék like that.” .

Janet produced one article of ciothing
after another, Some of it was Mary’s and
some of it belonged to other members of
the family.” Then sheadded jellies, butters
and fruits to the deacon’s luad, until every
available place was filled. He first stoj-
red at widow Prown's—one of his own
poor tenants. She met him at the door

witn @ nown, declanng that she had not |-

a rent of the quarter’s rent ready.

‘6 is net rent that T awm after to-day,”
he sissured her.  ““Uhis is Thaunksgivin',
sud here is a basket of good thimgs tha
the 6ld woman sent you.” Then pushing
a recelpt tur the quarter's rent into he
rough hand lie hurried away. leaving he
blessing him for the first” Thanksgving
she ever had.

Place after place, he paused long
enough to deposit the good things he car-
ried, and never before did he hear so many
goud things said of Deacon Ainsworth.

*Practicin’ is much better nor preach.
in",” he said, as he sat dowa to enjoy hiz
own Tlianksgiving dinner, though the
right way is to unite the two. *‘It would

-ing want -crouches and -shivers,

-know,
-lanes and hedges.
-every town.

eminent service.

have done your soul good, Janet, to have
seen how them hungry childer eyed the
eaodies in the baskets. My! I don't
know how I ever managed to swallow the
good gifts. of God without showin' wmy
gratitude by sharin’ with others. I know
néw 'what the Bible means by sayin’—‘It

is more blessed tg give than to receive."”
| = From the Lutheran Qbserver. .
PURE RELIGION.

There i8 too much sclfish-ebjoyment in
the Church of Christ. Religion is not to

8it in- comfortable spews and listen to

Balmy talk, or to say -amen-to pathetic

.prayers.. It.is to. visit-the fatherless and
-widows in.their distress, and to keep one’s
-self unspotted fromthe world. Christian-
.ity is-designed to-be a part of actual life,

Like a 1rill of refreshment it gshould wind
ita way through all the lanes where pinch-
. Itis a
common remark, -i*“One. half the. world
does not know how the-other half lives,”
and it. is a burning.shame that they donot
‘know. Of.all men, Christians -ought to
Our Lord said, Go out into the
These are found in
They come up to our back-
fence. -And it is our bounden duty to in-
form ourselves of what exists there.

“Ben Adam had a golden-coin one-day;

Which he put outat interest witha Jew.
Year after ycar, awaiting him it lay,

.Until the double ¢vin two- pieces grew,
And these two, four—soon, till people said, .
How rich.Ben Adam is! And bowed. the

servile head.

“Ben Selim had a golden coin that day,
" Which to a stranger asking alins he gave,
Whé went rejoicing on lijs unknown way.
But Selim died too poor tuowna grave;
But when his soul reached heaven, angels
with pride
Showed him the wealth his coin had mul-
tiplied.” S )
This truth applies to those of small
means as well'as 1o the rich. The ques-
tion is to be decided on the principle of
ability. The greater the power to serve,
the greater is the proportion of service.
Pre-ewminent opportunity must render pre-
And yet those of lim-
ited oppurtunity are not exempt. Noble
work is often done by those of very limited
opportunity. -
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WHAT INSTEAD?

We often feel disposed to say to the
persons who desire to do away with the
Christian religion, *“What are you going
to give us?” We aro, we trust, rational
beings. We stand prepared to give up
any system which we hold when we sée
good reasun fordoing so. Younre going
to take away fiom us religion. Well,
what will'you give us instead?

We know persunaliy a man who, a few
years ago, wasa drunkard, down in the
gutter. He is now a temperate hard-
working man, supporting his family. —
What did it? keligion. }f you take
away his religion, what will-you give him
in place of it? ’

Recently in a_little prayer-meeting, a
sister spoke of the support wlich she had
when she ldoked on her baby -and knew
that it was dying.
near her.

You would take away her reli-

gion? What will you give herin its place?-

We heard; not long ago,a sister in

& prayer meeting tell of when she was.
The waves were high;.

crossing the ocean.
all were in alarm; many dreaded that the
ship would go down: the passengers were

- Tyerying with fear; then, just.-when the fear

was at its height, a -woman's: voice was
heard .amid the confusion singing:

“Thou refuge of my weary soul,
On-thee, when sorrows rise.

On thee, when waves of trouble rol},
My fainting hope religs.”

Shortly there wasa hush; men and

woinen ceased their wild cries to listen;

. their minds were calm. :
Then the same voice sung:

““Jesus, lover of my soul,,
Let me.to thy bosom fly.”

And one and another voice took .up.
- the hymn and carried it along.
You would have taken away
people religion.
have-given them?
We have seén a woman whose life wag
one of trouble, whose face was -worn 'with
care aiid labor, speak-of the joy which she
felt from day tuiday, of her many mercies,
of the abounding goodness-of Godto hier.
‘Would she be better off-if you should take
away her religion? . :
If you.don't take-away-our religion un-
til: you-are prepared.to give us something
better, we-suspect that the old religion
will last vur time out.—Sel.

Well wI}at'would you

In that hour Christ was-

from. these;

THE RELIGION OF DON'T KNOW.

The religion of “Don’t-know” is a very
poor article for any man to keep on hana.
1s thers a personal God?  ““I don’t know.”
If there be such a God, what are His
attributes and relation to men? ‘[ don’t
know.” Has man a souldistinct from the
body that dies? ‘I don’t know.” If he
has a soul, will that soul survive the event
of death and live forever? “I don't
know.” Is there a heaven amd a hell?
“I don’t know.” 1lsthe Bible -true? *f
-don’t know.” Was there a Jesus Christ
who came into this world to save sinners?
“Idon’t know.” Did Jesus Christ rise
from the dead and ascend into heaven,
and does-He not exist there as the High
Priest of the Christian profession? *‘I
don’t know.”
Theman whothus answers these and sim-
ilar questions, and thus disposes of them
all, would do well to see-where he stands,
Ha-declares his own ignorance upon the
most inportant questions that can be ask-
ed or answered. No others are or can
be to him of so much imnportance; and yet-
he dismisses them all at sight by simply
"saying, I don't know.” This-is the .one
saying which he flings at every religious
truth, and with which he sceks to relieve
himself from its pressure. Wemore than
suspect that he does not want to know.
He prefers the réligion of *I dom’t kinoyw,”
ather than that of *I .do know.”

{ When he comes to die, he will. if he has

-his reason in that-solemn. moment, waut
to know something, or believe sometling,
whiclt contains.the solution.of what death
is and is to be to him. He-will find ita
-dificult task to:get out of ‘this world on
the naked theory-of *I don’tknow.” He
is, after all,-a wman, and bae locked up in
‘his'nature-the wants that are commen to
men.—Ael. - :

CONDEMNED—QR-FORGIVEN?

Will you take a lhittle time -alone. per-
‘haps this_evening? Take 2 paper and
‘pencil;-and-aftér you have honestly and
tairly thought on  your own’ state, and
weighed Jour-own coudition before the
Lord, will you write down one of two
words? If you feel that you are not a
beliover write down this word—*‘Con-
.demned;” and if you are a believer in
Jesus and put your trust in him alone
write-down the word—-*'Forgitcu
even-though ycu Lave fo wiite ¢uvi i
Pword cendanased.~ 31200 ’

.
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WAITING—FOR WHA ™Y
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

Tu almost every congregation, we min-
isters confront a certain number of regular
hearers, whoese faces become as familiar to
us ag the pews they occupy. They arve
still unconverted; although if any messnge
from heaven should announce to them that
they will die uncouverted, it would startle
them like an explosion of dynamite:

THEY ARE V'AITING

—not upon Ciud; but aveer the fashion of
the impotent crowd by the povl of Beth- l
-esda, they are waiting for something t-.
turn up. Let me address afew fraak, |
loving words to some such who arve in dan-
ger of lingering until the highest purpose
‘of li'e is lost, and the gate of heavenis
ciosed against them.

One of yon perbaps, is waiting for

MORE CONVICTION
of sin.  How much do you require in or-
der to accept the new life whiclh Jesus
oifers?  What did that cripple at Bethesda
require to know and feel, except that he
was discased, helpless, aud friendless? If
your reason admits that you are a sinner,
and that unless Jesus saves you, you will
perish—tlis is conviction enough to start
swith. The Bible furnishes no feeling-om-
-eter to determine how badly a guilty soul
shall feel before that soul strives to wbey
'‘Gud.  To tell God that you will never
sarve Him until He pierces you through
with au intense anguish for sin is an insult;
it increases your guill. No ‘‘angel”is
woing  to troubre the stagnant pool of your
heart with quickening power, while you
.are disobeying God and insulting tho com-
passionate Saviour. For pungent convie-
tion, or a sudden startling conversion, you
need not wait; if you do, you are
CHEATING YOUR SOUL

with a delusion of the dewi,

Your iramediate duty is condensed into
‘that pithy sentence which Chrisi uttered
‘to the cripple in the Bethesdan purch—
,‘Arise, take up thy bed, and walk!”” You
are-on a bed of sinful procrastination now,
put there bv vourself. For all these past
years, which have been worse than wast-
ed, you have kept yourself there. Con-
science confirms what Isay Every sinner
is a sinner because he

CHOOSES TO BE ONE;

and you are no exception. Jesus com-
anands you to forsak2 your sins (which are

diseasing you now, and will damn you
hereafter), and follow Him. The instant
that you are ready to obey, He gives you
strength to obey. Ho commanded the
wretched eripple, who had been *‘in that
case” faor over thirty years to stand up!
What, on these weak and withercd limbs?
Certainly; for he could have no others to
stand on.  And the moment that the wan
is rendy to obey, and makes the honest
effort, a new power shoots through the
palsied muscles.  Christ did not lift hims
the man rose up himself un his own timbs;
but Christ gave him the power. His part
m that healing transaction was faith;
Christ's part was restoring grace. Put
the two together, and you have the history
of every true conversion that ever touk
place, or that is ever likely to occur.
Waiting
WILL NOT BRING CONVICTION;

butonly increase of guilt. Youare under
a gpell. just where Sutan waunts to keep

you; the first act you honestly perform to

please Jesus Christ breaks the spell. The
first sincere prayer you offer for pardon
and for Divine help, the first sin you re-
fuse because Jesus bids you do so, puts
you on your feet. These steps are your
steps. A gentleman who had sat under
forty years of faithful preaching came into
my study one day and said to me, ‘I have
determined to-day to settle the salvation
of my soul;”~--he did sv by giving his
heart to God. Many years of happy use-
fulness have followed that decisive day.
But you say, “Oh, the Holy Ghost was
working upon that man;” so He was, and
so has He striven with you athousand
times and is doing so still. Waiting for
the Spirit is only another form of the same
detusion.  The loving Spirit has waited
on you and waited for you to repent and
accept Christ, and may not wait much lon-
ger. My dear friend, you are fouling
with your soul’s salvation. When that
gentleman of whom I juet spoke quit the
mattress of sinful sloth and- delay, and
decided to obey the voice of Christ, his
“feet and ankie-bones received strength.”
He tuok up his bed and walked—has been
walking nobly ever since.
Another person may be waiting for
A POWERFUL REVIVAL,

when the waters will be greatly agitated,
and then you will be cured of your sins
and made whole. A genuine Revival
signifies the work of the Divire Spirit on
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many hearts at the samo time. But Christ
nowhere bids you wait for other people to
move or be moved. The same truths, the
same Divine power, that moved a whole
congregation or community are within
your reach at this momeut. The question
of your soul's salvation is ta he settled he-
tweun you and your Saviour. He led
aman ont of the crowd once when He
was about to confer a blessing upon him.
The ‘‘inquiry meeting” you need most is
an honest hour with Jesus. Christ is as
clese to you now, and as thoroughly
within your reach, as He would be ifa
hundred sinners around you were all pray-
ing for mercy; or a whole assembly were
melted under the. preaching of a Moudy
or a Whitefield. Waiting for a Revival
is
ONLY AN EXCUSE

for hardening the heart. To reviveis to
live again; what you need is life frcm the
death of sin in its first experience. You
will get it as soon as you obey Christ's
command to “rise, take up your bed, and
walk.” .

It is of no mattet to any of you whoare
lying on the mattress of delay that some
other people have been led to Christ by
a “‘powertul sexrmon,” or a “‘special provi-
dence.” or by any particular agency. No
one else is a model; and nobody’s partic-
ular experience is a mould for you te shape
Yyour convergion in. The lesson of that
scene at Bethesda, yes, and of every true
conversion that ever happened, is to obey
Jesus,

WAITING IS DISOBEDIENCE.

Waiting increases the difficulty. and
decreases the probability of your spiritual
cure. Death is maving towards you; and
will not wait for you one minute to do
what Jesus bids you do at once. No pas-
tor, no friend, no revival, no sermon, no
inquiry-meeting, can save you. Jesus
can.  Whatever He directs you to do as
He speaks to your conscience, do it.

NOW IS THE ACCEPTED TIME;
take up your bed, and walk!

The plumage of the eagle serves it both
for ornament and flight; strip it of that
and you leave it helpless and deformed as
a reptile of the dust; what the wings are
to the eagle, prayer is to the Christian;
take this from him and he falls to the
ground, unadorned and unsupported

THE CHRIST VISITOR.

It was a briek, clear evening in the lat-
ter part of December when Mr. Absum
returned from Lis counting-house to the
comforts of a bright coal fire and warm
arm-chair in his parlor at home. He
changed his heavy boots for slippers, drew
around him the folds of his evening-gown,
and then, lounging bhack in his chair,
looked up to the ceiling and about with an
air of satisfaction. Still there was a cloud
oun his brow.” What could be the matter
with Mr. Absum? To tell the truth he
had that afternoon received in his count-
ing-roo. the agent of one of the principal
charities of the dav, and had bcen warmly
urged to double his last year's subscrip-
tion, and the urging bad been pressed ly
statements and arguments to which he did
not know well how to reply. *“People
think,” soliloquized he, *‘that T am made
of money, 1 believe; this is the fourth
object this year for which I have been re-
quested to double my subscription, and
this year has been one of heavy family ex-
penses—building and fitting up this house
—carpets, curtains, no end to new things
to be bunght—1 really do not sce how I
am to give a penny more in charity.
Then there ave the DLills for the girls and
the boys; they all say they must have
twice as much as before we ecame info this
new lhouse;—wonder if X did right in
building it.”  And Mr. Absum glanced up-
and down the ceiling, and around on the
costly furniture, and looked into the fire
in silence. He was tired, harassed, and
drowsy; his head began to swim and his
eyes closed—he was asleep. In bis sleep
he thought he heard a tap at the door; he
opened it, and there stood a plain. puor-
looking man, who, ina voice singularly
low and sweet, asked for a few moments’ ’
conversation with him. Mr Absum asked

-him into the parlor and drew him a chair

near the tire. The stranger lovked atten-
uvely around, and then, turning to Mr.
Absum, presented him with a pajer.

*Itis your last year's subscription to
missions,” said he; “‘you know all of the
wants of that cause that can be told you.
I called to see if you had anything more
to add to it.”

This was said in the same low and quiet
voice as before; but, for some reason unac-
countable to himself, Mr. Absumn was more-
embarrassed by the plain, poor, unpretend-
ing man than he hall Leen in the pres-
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-ence of any one beforo. He was for some
inutes silent before he could reply at
all, and then ina hurried and embarrassed
manner, he began the excuses which had
appeared 8o satisfuctory to him the after-
noon before—the hardness of the times,
the difficulty of collecting money, family
expenses, etc.

The stranger quietly, surveyed the spaci-
ons apartment, with its many elegancies
and luxuries, and without any comment
touk from the merchant the paper he had
given, but immediately presented him with
another.

‘*This is your subscription to the Tract
Sodiety. Have youanything to add to it?
You know how much it has been .doing,
and how much more it now desires o do,
if Christiane would only furnish means.
Do you not feel called upon to add some-
‘thing to it?”

Mr. Absum was very uneasy under this
-appeal;but there was suinething in the mild
mannerof the stranger that restrained him,
and he answered that, although he regret-
ed it exceedingly, his citcumstances were
.such that he could not tnis year conven-
icntly add to any of his charities.

The stranger veceived back the paper
without any reply, but immediately pre-
sented in its place the subscription to the
Bible Society. and in a few clear and for-
cible words reminded him of its well-
known claims, and again requested him to
.add something to his dounation. Mr.
Absum became impatient.

*Have I not said,” he replied, “that
I can do nothingmore for any charity than
1 did last year? There seems to Lo no end
to the calls upon us in these days. At
first there were only three or four objects
presented, and sums required were mode-
rate. Now the objects increase every day;
and all, after we have given once, want us
to double and treble our subscriptions.
There is no end to the thing; we may as
well stop in ene place as in another.”

The stranger took back the paper, rose,
and fixing his eyes upon his companion,
said, in a voice that thrilled to his soul,.—

*One year ago tr-night you thought
yourdaughter lay dying; you could not
sleep for agony. * Upon whomn did you call
:all that night?”

The merchant started and  looked up.
There seemed a change to have passed
-over the whole form of his visitor, whuse
-eyes were fixed upon him with a calm,
intense, penet,rating‘expression that awed

and subdued him. He drew back, cover-
ed his face, and made no reply.

“Five years ago,” said the stranger,
“‘when you lay at thre brink of the grave,
and thought that if you died then you
would leave a family of helpless children,
entirsly dnprovided for, do you remember
how you prayed? Who saved you then?”

The stranger pa-sed for an answer; but
there was § dead silence. The merchant
bent forward as one entirely overcome,

.and rested his head on theseat before him.

The stranger drew yet nearer and said,
in a still lower and more impressive tone:
*Do you remember, fifteen years since,
that time when you felt yourself so lost,
8o helpless, 80 hopeless; when you spent
days and nights in prayer; when you
thought that you would give the world for
one hour's assurance that your sins were
forgiven you? Who listened to you then?”

*It was my God and Saviour!” said the
merchant, with a sudden burst of remorse-
ful féeling. **Oh yes, it was he!”

“And has He over complained of being
called upon too often?” inquired the stran-
ger, in a tone of reproachful sweetness,
*‘Suy,” he added, ‘‘are you willing to be-
gin this night and ask no mure of him, if
he from this night will ask no more from
you?”?

**Oh, never, never!” said the merchant,
throwing himself at the stranger’s feet-
but, as he spoke these words, the fig;
ure of his visitor seemed to vanish, and he
awoke with his whole soul stirred within
him. :
“Oh my Saviour? what have I been say-
ing?' he exclaimed. “Take all—take
everything! What is all that 1 have to
what thou hast done for me¢”

MOUNTAIN JEWS,

Prof. Muller, who is occupying himself
with inquitrizs concerning the Jews in the
Caucasus, stated in a recent address to a
Russian Academy thi.t the Jews who dwell
in Daghestan number about 16,000 souls.
Inhabiting & mountainous district extend-
ingfrom the Caucasus to the Caspian Sea,
they are known as “*Gorubie Bwrei,” i. e,
Mountain Jows. They themselves “aver
that they have settled in that vegion since
the time uf the Babylonian captivity.
They observe the Mosaic Inw with the ut-
most scrupulousness, are engaged chiefly
in agriculture and handicrafts, and among
glem_selves speak a dialect which they call

arsi,
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PERSECUTION IN TURKEY.

Letters from missionaries in Turkey,
shew that the guvermment of that country
is interfering seriously with the work
of evangelization and education. A chango
for the worse has been.going on ever since
. the prosent Sultan came to the throne

" —twelve' years ago. Dr. Barnum states
that eduéated Moliashmedans have often
asaured him that the deplorable condition
of their country is dueto the wrath of
God for their departures from the law of
the Koran. Protestant places of worship,
evei though they be in private houses,are
declared illegal unless they have special
permission from Constantiniople; and a
church cannot be built without & Arman,
which it is extremely diflicult to obtain.
The opening of new achools became almost
impossible , and schools of long standing
wero threatened unless they would con-
form to the l]aw, and subject themselves
to offical inspection. When the mission-
ary assented, and the Government was
asked to discharge its part of the arrange-
ment, new obetacles were continually in-
terposed. :

The U. S. Government “intervened on
behalf of the missionaries, and an agree-
ment was arrived at—that schools would
be authorized in case they conform to
Turkishschoollawa. The latter clause hus
caused a good deal of trouble. Books of
the best character have been condemned
for the most absurd reasons; and now it
seems that the Jaw is about to be so chan-
ged as to  render obedience to it practi-
cally impossible, the aim being to kill the
schools. The proposed law prescribes:

1. That no foreigner shall be allowed to
open aschool without a special firman from
the Sultan himself—and such a document
15 not easily obtained.

2. No_ Ottoman subject shall be allowed
to attend such a school until after he shall
have had a course-of religious instruction
in one of his own schools.

3. Foreign schools are to refrain entirely
from religious instruction.

4. all existing foreign schools which do
not conform to this and certain other con-

. ditions, and obtain the Sultan’s authori-
zation within six months are to be per-
manently suppressed.

It is expected that the representatives
of all the powers will join in oppesing the
enactment of this law.—Turkey fears the

' light, and seeks to quench it without de-
luy. —Sel.

A PRAYING PRESIDENT,

The editor of the Advance tells a story
which he had from the lips of the renowned
elochtionist, James E. Murdock. He
said:—*‘I spent three weeks in the White
House with.Mr, Lincolny, as - his guest.
One night—it was just after the battle of
Bull Run—I was reatless and could not
sleep. I was repeating the part which 1
was to take in 4 public-performance. The
hour was past midnight. Indeed it was
coming neur the dawn, whea I heard low
tones proceeding from a private room near
where the President slept. The door was
gartly open. * * ¥ ]t was the Presi-

ent kneeling beside an open Bible. The
light was turned low in the room. Bis
back was toward me. Fora moment I
was silent, looking in amazemenut and
wonder. Then he cried out in tones so
pleading and sorrowful, ‘O thou God that
heard Solomun ‘in the night when he
prayed for wisdem, hear me; I cannot lead
this people, I cannot guide the affairs of
this nation without thy help. 1 am poor,
and weak, and sinful. O God ! who didst
hear Solomon when he cried for wisdom,
hear me, and save this nation.””

Then Mr. Murdoch added, * * * *
I think from that time the elouds which
which had hung low and threatening over
the affairs of our government began fo roll
away, the skies were brighter, the smile of
heaven was upon our President. Gud
heard his prayer and sent deliverance.”

May a kind Providence send us more
such rulers, men after his own heart.

ProuiBiTION 15 A CERTAINTY. — Prohibi-
tion is a certainty in this country, and
that within a very few years. Every civ-
ilized nation on earth is looking for
some cure of the greatest evil that eflects
the earth. the fact that all countries are
trying to regulate it is an admission that
it is an evil, and the centuries have de.
monstrated that there is no sense what-
ever in trying to regulate the evil. Evils
are to bekilled, not regulated. The ques-
tion of to-day is whether the individual
man shall bave any'right, by means of a
poizon, to demoralize mankind for profit.
It is a question every workingman, “every
employee, every father and mother hasa
right to answer.—North /merican Re-
Tieww. )
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THE DYING MINISTER.

Burdened with the weight of years and
labors, the old preacher lay upon his
couch, waiting the sumnmons of the mes-
senger to call him across the river, —-
Around him wore gathered his children
and brethren, ministering, as far as they
could, to his every want. He lay silent
for a time, when une of the watchers said,
“He is going soon.” Tears were lowing
freely from many eyes. He roused a lit-
tle, murmuring something that none could
understand. “*His mind wanders in the
last hour,” said one., *‘He seems to re-
vive a littie.” “‘Raise my head,” he said.
**Is it time for the sermon? The lights
are burning, and the song seems to have
died away.” All voices were hushed as ho
continued :

S*Well, my textis from Jesus: ‘In my

Father's house are many mansions’—
blessed wovds of promise. You poor,

lowly unes who dwell in cabins, remember
it is a mansion awaits you; and you poor,
waiting ones, remember there ave many
of them. I promised my children to come
home, but that mausion is my home.
I am too weury to preach long to-night,
brethren.”

“What is that I hear? The music
should not begin before the sermon is
over--strange voices, too; no, not strange;
'tis the wife of my early youth leading the
choir—yes, and mother, too. I can't
preach; let me lie down and rest.” He
opened his eyes.  In them was a far-away
look, but what he saw none of the watch-
ers could tell. Raising his hand solemn-
1y, hie suid : **Let us pronounce the bene-

diction. May grace, mercy, and peace
abide . An unintelligible murnmur,

and the hush of silence came, to be broken
by the sighing and sobbing of watchers.

The old preacher had preached his last,

sermon.—Christian Advocate.

Forty million of women ave shut up
in those cages called Zenanas, In 1872 a
foreign lady was first allowed to visit one.
Since then Christian ladies have been ad-
mitted, and are quietly giving instruction
in the knowledge of Christianity. *If
these women,” says an intelligent Hindu,
‘‘reach the hearts of the women of our
country they will svon get ut the heads of
the men.” Observe that women only can
reach with light the women of India, and
women ouly minister to their bodily ills,

A FACT ABOUT INDIA.

If there is any dvubt as to the duty
which the American churches, as well as
those of other English-spenking peoples,
owe to India, it ought to be dissipated by
the fact that there arg in that great empire
three millions of educated young men—
not to speak of the other sex—who are
familiar with the English language. They

have Leen traived in English schools con- -

nected with the Government or with the
various missions.

These men have at hand the entire
range of English literature, Christian and
infidel. They represent an influence sufti-
cient in itself to travnsform the whole senti-
ment of that great empire. But the ques-
tion is whetlier a religious tone shall char-
acterize that influence, or whether ‘the
various forms of skepticism and’ indiffer-
entism which now flood all English-speak-
ing communities shall pussess the land.

Leaving out of sight all other mnotives—
the Great Commission. the historic indebt-
edness of the Christian Chyreh for what
she has herself received, and the demon-
strated teasibility of presenting the gospel
to the millions of India in their vernacular
tongues—conlining  our thought to the
simple fact that there are three millions

! of young and active men who, with langu-

age and literature, will become either
allies or enemies in the conquest of India
for Christ, there is certainly inspiration
enough to arouse every Christian and
every philanthropist to prompt and vigor-
ous effort.—Church at Home and Abroad.

The progress of Romanism in the Pro-
testant Church of England is painfully
indicated by the fact that praying and
offering masses for the dead is greatly
en the increase. Tha *‘Office of the
Dead” was *‘sung” on a rccent evening
in sixty seven churches in England, Scot-
Iand, and Wales; and' on the following
morning masses for the dead were offered
up in no fewer than one hundred and
seventeen churches.

The Queen of Madagascar recently at<
tended the opening services of two Chris-
tian churches at Ambokimanga. In four-
teen years 700 Protestant chapels have
been buiit in Madagascar, making the
number now 1,200. There are 8,000
Protestant communicants and and all th
churc*es are self-supporting. .

.
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HOW ROME TREATS THE BIBLE.

During the month of November tvo
Capuchin monks preached a mission in
Larangeiras, & town in the province of
Sergifo, Brazil, where there is a saall
nucleus of Protestants belonging to the
Presbyterian Church. “‘Protestants and
their religion of the devil” was the-theme
of their preaching nuntil they were advised
by the authorities to bo more respectful.
During the mission the monks wished to
teach the people an object-lesson on the
proper treatment of Protestants and their
odious literature; to this end the people
were commanded to bring the Bibles,
Testaments, gospels, and any book or tract
which they had bought or received from
‘the Protestants and they, the monks,
would give the lesson promised. The
people, ever ready to obey the ‘‘holy
men,” brought their books and tracts, two
baskets full. A procession was formed,
by the wmonks, to the top of a- high hill,
where a few days before a great cruss had
been planted. ’'Twas about sundown,
when a large fire was kindled at the foot
of this cross; as the flames leaped into the
air a Bible would be opened, and as itwas
being thrown- into the flames the peuple
would shout the name of some one of the
Protestants, as much as to say, here goes
the body of so-and-so infto the flames.
‘Thus a number of Bibles, Testaments,
books and tracts were burnt.—Sel.

~ A STRONG CHURCH.

““Is it a strong congregation? asked a
man, respecting a body of worshippers.

““Yes,” was the reply. .

- ‘‘How many members are theref”
<‘Seventy-six.” .
~‘Seventy-six! Are they so very weal-

thy?” .

“*Noj; thoy are poor.”

“How, then, do you say it is a strong
<church?” .

“Because,” said the gentleman, -‘they
are earnest, devoted, at peace, loving each
other, and striving together to dc the
masters. work. Such a congregation is
strong, whether composed of tive or five
hundred members.” . - . '

Kansas with "100,000 more population
than Texas, has one penitentiary, with
9965 prisoners, while Texas has two :arge
prisons with 3,000 convicts.
prohibition. Texas has not.

Kansas has

“ALL MY SPRINGS ARE IN THEE."”

He who finds in this life suprome com-
fort in Gud is as truly His own ns when
in the hereafter ‘‘the Lamb shall lead
unto living fountains of waters.” Sor-
rows may be his {;ortion here; the sun
may be obscured; the way wmay lead him
through tangled thickets or over rocky
ledges; still, for him, “‘waters shall break
out, and streams in the desert.” The
glowiug ‘heat of summer may parch the
ground, every green thing may perish
about him, the mountrin springs may
completely fail; but that water which our
Saviour giveth him ‘*‘shall be in him, a
well of water springing up into everlast-
ing life.” Gushing forth from immeasur-
able depths, its crystal currents shall never
vary in fulness, though the earthly drought
be 8o distressing that ‘‘the poor and needy
seek water and there is none, and their
tongue falleth for thirst.,” It is written:
I the Lord will hear them, I the God of
Terael will not forsake them. T will open
rivers in high places, and fountains in the
midst of the valleys; I will make the wil-
derncss a pool of water, and the dry land
springs of water.”

BLESSINGS OFI§%LIGIOUS READ-

Consider the value of such literature in
the home, It eflectually arrests the cur-
rents of secular thought after the labors
of a busy week are over; Who can esti-
mate the importance of this even from a
worldly point of view? Without some
kind of wholesome interruption, experi-
enced at regular periods, no man can very
lung endure the strain on nerve and brain,
He needs something more than a daily
cessation from exhausting toil; absolute
deliverance he must have in order to the
best possible fitness for future work.
Nothing will accomplish thisso well as the
religious. book or newspaper read in the
home circle during the evening hours,
read where the dearest companions of his
life may shate with him in the common
blessing.—Sel.

There are now twenty-scven vessels en-
gaged in’ wissionary work in different
parts of the world under the auspices of
sixteen societies; of “these missionary vea-
sels sixteen are running on the cvasts or

Jivers of Africa, and six among the islands
-of the Pacific Ocean. *
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THE MOTHER'S LETTER.

At the Fulton Street Prayer Maeting
in New York many thrilling incidents are
related. A gentléeman came into one of
the meetings, and laid a sealed letter on
the desk of the leader, and turning to the
audience, he said: ,

“‘Lam a Methodist minister; and T hnve
been appointed to a special sorvice which
will require mo to he travelling must of
the year in California. Henring of this. a
dovoted Christian mother came to ine, and
putting thislettor into iny hand, requested
ms to carry it to California, and inquire
everywhero for her son; and if T should
find him, put this letter in his hand, and
tell him it was from his mother. 1 lay
this letter here befure you, and ask you to
pray that I may find this son; and that
God will make this letter the means of his
salvation. Till now that mather has been
an entiro stranger to me; but I feol that
there is a solemn and special providence
in this matter,” .

I can give no idea of the effect upon the
meeting which this request produced. It
wac tender and overwhelming. Men wept
like children during prayer—prayer which
was exccedingly earnest, and went up
from the meeting as from the heart of one
man. This was in 1853.

1 happened to be ata prayer meeting
in Philadelphia the next year, when this
sume minister arose and told the story of
the finding of this praying mother's son.
He said he carried that letter in his pocket
for nearly a year, everywhere inquiring
for the young man to whom it was ad-'
dressed.  “At last,” said tbe preacher,
*I found him. He was at a gambling
sitloun in Sacramento, I had him pointed
out to me; and walking up ro him, and
putting my hand upon his shonlder, 1 told
him 1 wished to have a few minutes’
conversation with him outside.

‘¢ ‘\Wait,’ said he, ‘till 1 have played ont
this game. aud 1 will go with you.’ He
was with me ina few iinutes; and when
by ouraclves he said, ‘What is it ¥

¢ ‘Here is a letter,’ said I, ‘from your
mother which [ have carried almosta year
to give you. It is a letter from your mo-
ther: and I was directed to give this to you
with my own hands. And hereit is.’

*“The young man turned deadly pale.
‘qu.’ said he, ‘don’t give it—I can't take
it!

““‘Yes." said I, ‘you can, and_shall take

-cannot tell how I prayed.

ed youny

it. T am not to have a yemr's work for
nothing. Please take it and read it; and

sea if there is anything more I can do for
ou.

*The young man read it, and scemod
overwhelmed with deep and  sudden dis-
tress* ‘Oh,’ he groaned out, ‘what can 1
do? What shall 1 dof '1ama poor, un-
done wretch. What shall I do?

*Do? snid I.  *We must hegin some-
where, and do as fast as we find anything
to do. And in this very moment, and as
the first thing to be dune, T want you to
kneel down, and on your knees sign this
temperance pledge.’ The signing was
soon done; for I found him willing tc do
anything.

“ ‘Now,' said I, ‘are you willing to kneel
right here and now, and pledge yourself
to Jesus Christ, that you will be his, now

‘und for ever? -

¢ +Yes,' ho answered, ‘T am willing.’

““Then kneel right down beside me;
and T will ask God to lead your heart and
mind in all you do in this solemn hour,
for you must become a Christian in this
very hour and on this very spot.’

*“*Oh that T might find my dear moth-
er’s Saviour here and now!

“We knelt together, so close that my
shoulder touched his. I prayed; and [
I never could.
Suffice it to say that the Holy Spirit seem-
ed to be poured upon us.  We arose from
vur knees, and threw our arms around
each other. The man had bucomne a new
man in Christ Jesus; and on his knees he
had become an heir of God and a joint-
h ir with Jesus to a heavenly inheritance.
The Holy Spirit seemed to do His
special oftice work in his heart!in answer -
to his mother's prayers, and perhaps the
prayers of the Fulton Street Prayer Meet-
ing. Subsequent days and wecks of de-
quaintance proved that thislost an3 ruin-

g man had really passed from
death uunto life.” ' "

Such prayer and-faith as a mother knows
how to exercise God will never disappoint.
In his own time and way God will reward
her faith and answer her prayers. Oh
mothers! mothers! never give up your
children! Never leave off praying. Ne-
ver—never!— Sel.

Dr. Oswald Dykes has accepted the in-
vitation to the Molerator's chair of tho
next Synod of the English Presbyterian
Church.
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