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made and mogt durable ¢ Singer ” machine in the market, (Op the
question of durability resd the following testimonial from 4
o8 for twalve years :—

Lmunvu.u, Toronto, January 27,
- A the Williams’ Singer Mag

EAR SIr, rep! hyourinniriurolrdjn e Williamgs’ 8j
purchased from the Comp’nny twelve y(:au lrgo, am heppy to be able to state that it has proved
%o be a first.clags article in every respect. It hag been constantly in uge during the twelve
years, and has done al] kinds of sewing with Pperfect satisfaction, It works ag w to-day ag
when first used, and is nothing the worge of the wear yet, MRS. GEORGE LESLIE,

, 1881,

e
In consequence of the rapid tnorease of our business We have been obliged to remove
our Toronto Omoee to larger and more onmumoupﬂnuu. in the Rew bullding adjoin.
ing the May Office.
———

Head Offjce 847 Notre Dame St., Montrea] 2

D. GRAEAN, Manager.
Toronto Office, B8 King Street,

, West, ;
GEO- DAWSON, Agent,
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BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER—STUDIES IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

APRIL,

I1=|33.

Nore—The Scripture verses to be cummliﬁed to memory are indicated by an index [ 44) at the side.

A D 3T

April 1,

LESSON I.—SIMON THE SORCERER.

Acts 8, 14-25.

14 Now when the apostles
which were at Jerusalem heard
that Samaria had received the
word of God, they sent unto them
Peter and John :

MADE 15 Who, when they were come
BARE down, prayed for them, a that
they might receive the Holy Ghost :

a Chap, 2, 88,

16 (For bas i);et he was fallen upon none of
them : only ¢ they were baptized in d the name
of the Lord Jesus.)

b Chap. 19, 2 ——ec Matt. 28, 19; chap. 2, 88.—
d CEI[L 10. 48.

17 Then e laid they their hands on them, and

they received the Holy Ghost.
¢ Cliap. 6. 6 ; Heb. 6, 2.

18 And when Simon saw that through laying
on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was
given, he offered them money,

19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on
whomsoever 1 lay hands, he may receive the
Holy Ghost.

2220 But Peter said unto him, Thy money
perish with thee, because thou f hast thought
that g the gift of God may be purchased with
money.

¢ 2 Kings 6. 16 ; Micah 8. 11, 12; Matt. 10, 8.—

JChap. 2.88 ; 11. 17,

#4r2]1 Thou hast neither part .ior lot in this
matter ; for thy A heart is not right in the sight
of God.

h Prov.6. 16,18 ; 11, 20; 12. 20 ; Isa. 44. 20; Jer.
17. ¢; Rom. 8. 7; 2Tim, 8. 5.

422 Repent therefore of thisthy wickedness,
and pray God, 4 if perhaps the thought of thine
heart may be forﬂen thee.

41sa, 65.7; . 4. 27; 2 Tim. 2, 25,

R T

423 For I perceive that thou art in the gall

Jjof bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.
j Heb, 12. 16,

24 Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye
k to the Lord for me, that none of these things
which ye have spoken come upon me.

k Gen. 20. 7; Exod. 8.8; Num, 21. 7; Job 42. 8;
James 6. 16,
25 And they, when they had testified and
reached the word of the Lord, returned to
erusalem, and preached the Gospel in many
villages of the Samaritans,

GENERAL STATEMENT.

The persecution led by Saul of Tarsus only
showed the vitality of the Church, and widened
the circle of its influence. Hitherto gathered in
a single city, it is now scattered broadcast over
the land.  All along the shores and among the
mountains little churches begin to rise, like
lights in a dark place. In the alien country of
S maria the labours of Phili{) were blessed with
abundant results, and a multitude were led by
faith. When the news of Samaritans among the
disciples reached Jerusalem, there were mingled
feelings among the believers, some rejoicing at
the broidening progress of the way, others
alarmed at the breaking down of old walls of
separation. Peter and John were sent to look
into the work among the Samaritans, and to
organize the church if found worthy. The
come, and witness the work of grace, and beseec
from God the gifts of the Spirit upon it. As
the new helievers received the power from on
high, and with it supernatural manifestations,
there was one who saw in all the Spirit's working
only the operation of some charm or magical in-
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fluence, It was Simon, » Teat magician,
had bowed before the mightier spell of the o
and in outward appearance was now g dimii
Christ. He offered thoney to the two apost
the price of Possessing the same power which
they enjoyed of imparting the Spirit unto men,
Sternly did Peter thrust aside the offered bribe,
and refmku the Presumption of the gorcerer in
supposing that God's gift of power could be
bought with money. The deed hag shown that
Simon is no trye disci}nle, but a sinner with the
cloak of religions ])ro ession. He is bidden to
turn from error and seek God's merc]y, that he
may yet be saved. The two apostles, having
admitted the believers of Samaria into full fel.
lnwship with the Church, return to J«rusn]um,
pausing on their journey 'to Present the Gospel
In many Samaritan villages, " Thug step by step
the cause of Christ moves onward toward the
conquest of the world,

who | and Christian consciousnesy of g

16, He wag fallen, Though the word e
is not in the original, Yet every reference to the

Holy Spirit indicates a person,

not yet have the Supernatural power ossessed by
that in Jerusalem, Ba, tized, I aptism wag
the outward token of tguir faith in~ Chyigt as
their Saviour, In the name, Rey, Ver,,
‘“into the name, ” By baptism enteriig into the
service of Christ, Lor Jesus, This may
indicate that gy, bame only, that of Jesus
Christ, was used in lml»tism; or the names of
the Father anqd the Spirit may be implied,

- Laid theijr ands, As the outward
sign of the im{uarmtiou of divine power, not by
a magic form, byt _bestowed ip auswer to prayer
and in response to faith, Received t )
Ho]y Ghost, Thus repeating the miracle of
Pentecost, though on a smaller scale, Thus upon
Samariian s0il, and amon, a despised race, (John
4. 9), was established g hurch !Inn'ing the same
marks of divine Power as in Jerusalem, 6. A
common love to the Saviour will byeyk down
every barrier of hatreq aud make peace oy earth,

15, Fimon. Not the apostle, but the sor-
corer, whose apparent conversion has been related
in verses 9-13, € was a famous magician, horn
in Cyprus, gifted with peculiar powers either
throngh skill or by some psychalogic or medium-
istic iuﬂuen(‘c; and made mey believe that he
Was an emanation fron, Deity.  There Wwere many
such in that age of Stuperstition, Partly deceivers
aud partly deceiyed. He had seen i Philip a
pPower which wag greater than hig own, and ae.
cepted Christ ag o believer in the theory of the
Gospel, but not With persong] saving faith,
Simon 8awW, The effects of the Spirit were
visible and manifest to the senses ;

; and Simon
ryrueived that the power of the apostleg was

ligher than that of Philip, Offered them
money. He had not yet received the power,
and, in" hig existin spiritual condition,  could
hot receive it ; hyg fe supposed the apostles to
be sorcerers oy magicians like himself, i
remarkable powers Wwhich had thus far elude
Brasp. 7. How often sinnersjudge others to be
no better than themselves |
. Give me algo this power, K,
wished for g place as high as the apostles, and 5
Power equal to theips ; not desirous of the ces
and fruits of the Spirit, but of privilege to ip.
part its outwar( manifestation, ~ From his con-
duct, the word simony is applied to the crime of
uying or sellip, offices in the Church, -
ceive the Hof Ghost. Thearticle ‘‘the”
is not in the wonﬁ of Simon, showing that he

ad a very confused idea of what the Holy
host is.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

Verse 14. The apostles, The body of

the apostolate was still united, notwj
the persecution by Saul, and 'the were recog.
nized as the controllers of the (g'lmrvh. At
Jerusalem, There is an ancient tradition
that the aposties hag been commanded by the
Lord to stay twelye years at Jerusalem, ¢ it
is likely that both” their stay and thejp after
separation were regulate by the developments
of the Gospel Samaria, Originally 5 city
about thirty miles north-west of Jeryga em, the
capital of the northern kingdom of Israel. |p
the apostolic age the name was applied to the
entire middle section of Palestine, ad re-
ceived the word, Through the preaching
of Philip, one of the seven (verses 5-18), after
he had been driven out of Jerusalem, 7, Perse.
cution cannot prevent, but can only aid, the
spread of the Gospel, They sent, ' The
establishment of the Gospel in Samaria
an alien people, and by one not an apostle, wag
a new nf:-pnrturo, doubtless alarming to ‘some
conservative minds, and plainly requiring the
supervision of the twelye, 2. God opens the
way of his truth ipn advance of human plans,
Peter and John, The two leaders in the
apostolic company, fast friends to each other,
and different in temperament apq views, g,
Everywhere Peter ig represented ag 4 leading
8pirit, but nowhere ag a Pope. 4, I this mea-
sure see the importance of unity in the Chureh
of Christ,

156, When they were come,  They
came to examine the work, and gep if God's
hand were in it, to organize the Church, and to
bestow the divine gifts in their power, Com
down, As Jerusalen ig on high ground
almost every other part of the land people were
said ““to go down,” Prayed for them,
They saw that the work of grace was genuine,
and  they besought for the converts the same
Rifts which they themselyes an,{;)yed. They

i ut they could
intercede for its endowment upon others, * 8, See

8Ce Y | 20. Peter said, Nota curse, but a trye
Ghost. Not the ordinary grace of conversion | declaratiop, of Simon's rea] condition and dap.

|
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ger. Thr money perish with thee. | /7. The baptism of the Holy Ghost. Acts19.1.10
““Thy gold and thyself are equally on the wey | Th. The heart of unbelief. 2 Tim, 8. 1-17.

to destruction.” The ¥1ft of God, God
gives, but does not sell his blessings ; and he

ives only to those who are fitted to receive,

ay be purchased. 8. That which is
born of love can never be boughi.

21, Neither part nor lot. Peter sees
that Simon’s belief is only of the head and not
of the heart, and springs from selfish motives,
In this matter. In the enjoyment of God's
grace, the Gospel of Christ. eart is not
right, Literally, ‘“straight.” Simon's was a
crooked heart, which must be changed before
Christ could enter it.

22, Repent. Not ‘“‘be soiry for,” but
“turn from,” the true idea of repentance. Thy
wickedness, A possible sin against the
Holy Ghost. Pray God. Rather, as in Rev.
Ver., ‘‘pray the Lord,” that is, the Lord Jesus,
©® When we pray to Christ we pray to God. If
perhaps. The doubt was not as to the f)ower
or willingness of God, but as to the depth and
sincerity of Simon’s repentance. Thought of
thine heart. A thought is in the mind, but
it may proceed from an affection in the heart.
May be forgiven, Peter, though an apos-
tle, does not presume to forgive sin, but bids the
sinner turn to God.

23. I perceive. He perceived it by his
act and purpose. Gall Og bitterness. In
a condition of evil as bitter as gall itself, the
very quintessence of bitterness. Bond of
iniquity. In a state of sin which binds like
a chain. 10. How wretched the condition of a
soul out of Christ !

24, Pray ye to the Lord. He does
not propose to pray for himself, and shows no
true repentance, no hatred of sin, and no con-
viction of his own guilt. For me, 11. Many
are willing to have others pray for them who will
not pray for themselves. ﬁone of these
things. He did not desire to have his sin
taken away, but only its dreaded results removed.
This gives us little hope for the sorcerer, who
was henceforth an enemy of the Gospel.

25, Testifled. The apostles gave their
witness to the truth of the Gospel, and the facts
of Christ's life on which its truth depended.
Preached, Rev. Ver, ‘“‘spoken.” The
word of the Lord. The Gospel message in
general. Returned to Jerusalem. To
render their report to the mother Church and

their fellow apostles. In many wvillages.
Th ; tarried, on their way home, to preach in
the villages through which they d, and

established churches (see chap, 9. 31) througiout
the province, Thus the old enmity of Jew and
Samaritan was lost in the love of Christ.
GOLDEN TEXT.
'l'g:vl?eun 15 not right in the sight of God. Acts
] OUTLINE.

1. The Spirit Recelved, v, 14-17.
2. The Sorcerer Rebuked. v. 18-25.

HOME READINGS,

M. Simon the sorcerer. Acts 8. 14-25,
Z'w. Simon believing. Acts 8, 5-13.

F. The heart searched. Psa. 139, 1-12,
8. The pure heart. Psa. 24, 1-10,
8. The new heart. John 3, 1.16.

Time.—A.D. 87, a-few months after the
death of Stephen.

Place.—The city of Samaria, in central Pal-
estine,

Connecting Link.—The preaching of Phi-
lip in Samaria.

Explanations. —Now when—This was after
l‘hil:’}; had been preaching at Samaria.— T%he
apostles—They stayed at Jerusalem when the rest
of the Church was scattered during Safil's perse-
cution. Heard that Samaria—The people of
Samaria were not Jews, but were especially hated
by the Jews. Received the word—The news of
the Gospel. T%hey sent—Peter and John went to
represent the apostles and Church. Come down—
Words used because Samaria stood on ground not
0 high as Jerusalem, Receive the Holy Ghost—
The same power which had come upon the disci-
ples on the day of Pentecost. He was fallen
upon none—The Holy Spirit, a person in the
Godhead, ~Baptized—They had been baptized as
believers in Jusus. Simon—The sorcerer, one
who claimed to have a power from God to do
miracles and know the future, but was a deceiver.
He had professed to believe in Jesus, and had
been received into the Church. Offered them
money—He thought that they were sorcerers,
like himself, only possessing greater power.
Give me. ...this power—He wanted to an
apostle Limself, in having power. Thy money

ish with thee—Meaning that both Simon and
his money were doomed to destruction. The
gift of God—God gives—but does not sell.
Neither part nor lot—Not in heart one of God's
people ; not fit to receive the Holy Ghost. Re-
pent—Turn from sin, as well as be sorry for it,
If perhaps—If not too far gone in sin to repent.
Gall of bilterness—In a state of sin as bitter as
gall itself.  Bond of iniquity—Fastened Ly
wickedness as a chain.  Pray ye for me—He did
not speak of ]\m}'iug for himself. ZTestified—
Borne witness to Jesus by preaching his word,
LESSON HYMNS,
No. 193, New Hymn Book.
O Spirit of the living God,
In all thy plenitude of grace,
Where'er the foot of man hath trod,
Descend on our apostate race.

Give tongues of fire and hearts of love,
To preach the reconciling word ;

Give power and unction from above,
Where'er the joyful sound is heard.

Baptize the nations ; far and nigh
he triumphs of the cross record ;
The name of Jesus glorify,
Till every kindred call him Lord.

No. 188, New Hymn Book. 6-8s.

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire,
And lighten with celestial fire !
Thou the anointing Spirit art,

L. M.
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Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart ;
Thy blessed unction from above
Is comfort, life, and fire of love.

Enable with perpetual light

The duliness of our blinded sight ;
Anoint and cheer our soiléd face

With the abundance of thy grace ;
Keep far our foes, give peace at home :
‘Where thou art guide no iil can come.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. The Bpirit Received, v. 14-17. In
what place was the Spirit received 1 Were these
peoJ)leJewll Who were they ! What had been
said of SBamariain Acts 1. 81~ Who first preached
the Gospel to these poo{:luf v. 5. What was
the effect of Philip's preaching 1 v. 12. Through
whom did the Spirit come upon these people t
‘What two things were done by the apostles to
give the Spirit? What was the effect of receiv-
ing the Spirit? Acts 2. 4. What will the
Spiritfiva tous? John 16, 18.

2. The Sorcerer Rebuked, v. 18.25,
What is a sorcerer? [See Explanations.] What
had this sorcerer done? v. 13. Had he L en
trulg' converted ! v. 21. What diu he propose
to the apostles ! What did he want, and for
what purpose? How did Peter answer him !
In what condition did Peter say Simon was?
‘What did he urge him to do? What did he say
that God might perhaps do for him? What did
Simon say in return?  What did the apostlesdo
after this?

TEAUHINGS OF THE LESSON.
Where does this lesson teach—

1. That one may be baptized without being
eonverted ?

2. That God only can forgive sin t

8. That forgiveness can be obtained only by
repentance and prayer !

The Lesson Catechism.—(For the entire
school.) 1. Where was the Gospel planted by
Philip? In Samaria. 2. What followed the
laying of the apostles’ hands on those who had
been converted? The gift of the Holy Ghost.
8. How did Simon the sorcerer seek to obtain
this power ! By buying it. 4. What did Peter
say to him? ““Thy money perish with thee.”
5. What did Peter urge him todo? To repent
and seek forgiveness,

DoerrINAL SuGeEsTION. —The evil heart.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Spirit Received, v. 14-17. How
had the Samaritans Leard of the Gospel ! What
help did the Church at Jerusalem send them .
What was the }mrpou of this visit? What was
the purport of their prayer? What require-
ments of the apostles had these believers ful-
filled? Acts 2. 88, By what means was the
Holy Ghost imparted ! Of what was this a
ign ?

2. The Sorcerer rebuked, v. 18-25.
Why did Simon cov-t the power of theap stles?
What offer did he make to Peter? WK-: was
Peter's rebuke?! In what did Simon's offence
consist! What state of heart did his offence

show? What remedy did Peter propose? Why
was this remedy needed? How did Simon re-
ceive the rebuke ?

PRACUICAL TEACHINGS,

What is the difference botween a false and a
true faith !

How only can spiritual power be attained !

Why should we be careful about the motives
of our actions ?

Whet is the only deliverance from the bonds
of iniquity ¢

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

In what city did Philip preach tha Gospel t
In Samaria?  What was the result of his
preaching t  Many believed in Jesus. Who was
among the believers? Simon the sorcerer.
What isa sorcerer? One who claims to have
power over spirits. At what did S8imon wonder?
At the miruclleu which he saw. What apostles
were sent to Samaria ? Peter and John! What
did they ask for the believers ? The gift of the
Holy Spirit. How did God answer them ! By
sending down the Holy Spirit. What did Simon
covet ¥ Such power as the apostles had. Why
did he want this power ¢ That he might make
himself rich and great. What did he brins to
the apostles? Money to buy the gift of the
Spirit. How did Peter rebuke him? *Thy
money perish with thee.” What truth did
Peter tell him? [Repeat GoLpeN Texr]. In
what did Simon’s sin lie? In seeking his own
glory. What did Simon ask Peter to do? To

ray God not to punish him. What should he
Knve asked instead ¥ That God would forgive
his sin,

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,

When are you like Simon? When you pre-
tend to be a friend of Christ to gain sametl.mﬁ.
When you talk about loving God, and do noth-
ing for Him. When you are good only on the
outside. When you love self more than Jesus.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Traits of True Apostles,

I. THEIR AUTHORITY.
When the apostles. .. .heard....they sent.

v. 1
“God h:th set....in the Church, first
apostles.” 1 Cor, 12. 28,
II. THEIR UNITY IN SPIRIT.
Peter and John. v. 14.
“ How pleasant. . ..todwell...in unity.”

Psa. 133. 1.
[I1. THEIR BREADTH OF VIEW.
When they were come .... prayed for
them. v. 15,
“Into one body....Jews or Gentiles.
1 Cor. 12, 13.

IV. THEIR DIVINE ENDOWMENT.
Their hands....they received the Holy
Ghost. v. 17.
“Power ....the Holy Ghost....come
upon you.” Acts 1. 8.

N}
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V. THEIR UNWORLDLY SPIRIT.
Thy money perish with thee. v. 20.
“Be not conformed to this world.”
Rom. 12. 2.
VI. THEIR SPIRITUAL INSIGHT.
Thy heart is not right. v. 21.
“He that is spiritual judgeth all things.”
1 Cor. 2. 15.
VII. THEIR 7EAL.
Preached the word in many villages. v. 25.
“Shall be witnesses....in Samaria.”
Acts 1. 8,

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The False Professor of Religion,

1. There may be some professed believers
in Christ: whose hearts are wrong in the
sight of God.

2. The false professor may be correct in
outward demeanor, and may - ppear to many
as sincere. v, 13.

3. The false professor unites with Christ's
Cshurch for the purpose of earthly gain. v.
18, 19.

4. The false professor is apt to suppose
that others in the Church are as corrupt as
himself. v. 18, 19.

5. The false professor looks upon Chris-
tianity as an earthly institution, and fails to
comprehend its spiritual side. v. 19, 20.

6. The false professor is soon or late dis-
covered and unmasked. v. 20. 21.

7. The false professor is without true fel-
lowship with God’s people and true sym-
pathy with Christ’s work. v. 21.

8. The false prof is in wr
and bondage under Satan’s power. v. 23.

9. The false professor may find mercy and
pardon if he will repent and seek the Lord.
v. 22,

Sad

CATECHISM QUESTION.

4. Wherein doth your soul differ from your
body ?

My soul differs from my body in that my body
is made of flesh and blood, and will die, but my
wull is a spirit, and will live after my body is
dead.

A spirit hath not flesh and bones—Luke 24.39.

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it
was, and the spirit shall return to God who gave
it.—Ecclesiastes 12, 7.

Fear not them which kill the body, but are
not able to kill the soul.—Matthew 10, 28.

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

“THE view from that window is a i
dull one,” I remarked one day to a friend.
“I don’t agree with you at all,” she answered;
“ the common is beautiful, and you can see
so far.” I wondered at the answer, but by

and by it struck me thai from her point of
view she was quite right. Looking out on
the same prospect we saw very different
things. I saw a flat, monotonous stretch of
green, relieved only by a dark, wavy line at
the back, with here and there something
that might possibly be a distant roof. She
saw an undulating common in front, further
back a brigh’ little suburb of the town on
which the common bordered, and behind all
a rich belt of pine woods. She saw, in fact,
what was really there in all its beauty; I a
mere shadow of it. How was this? The
difference lay in my defective sight. The
sight being wrong, the view could not
possibly be to me what it was to her.

It is a great blessing to have good bodily
sight. It prevents mistake, wards off dan-
ger, adds to enjoyment, and confers powers
for usefulness which cannot belong to those
in whom it is lacking. And where the eye-
sight is radically wrong, not only is much
enjoyment missed, but much risk may be
run. We read to-day of one who lost a
great good and ran into fearful danger.

The persecution that followed on the
martyrdom of Stephen had caused the scat-
tering of the Church at Jerusalem. Instead
of remaining in one compact body, the
believers in Jesus were dispersed abroad.
Philip had been a fellow-labourer with
Stephen in the work of ministering to the
needy. This work was now interrupted,
and he was led to minister the word of life
to needy souls in Samaria, as well as heal-
ing to many who suffered with bodily afflic-
tions. “And there was great joy in the
city.”

But there was more to come. Perhaps
the hearts of the apostles were drawn out
with special love towa:ls the Samaritans
because the i ord had more than once passed
through their country. John 4. 4; Luke 17.
11. Anyhow they were led to send to them
Peter and John, that through their means
the Samaritans iﬁl{:t become partakers of
those gifts of the Holy Ghost enjoyed by
the Church at Jerusalem, and in no way be
left behind their brethren. It must have
been a scene of solemn gladness, one which
angels beheld with joy and praise, when, in
answer to prayer, the Samaritan believers,
as the apost'es’ hands were laid upon them,
received the Holy Ghost.

But there was one who looked upon all
this with very different feelings. Before the
advent of Philip in Samaria, Simon the
sorcerer had been a n o:‘zlnat impor-
tance. But after Philip’s arrival things be-
came different. The words Ph\li_F spoke were
a gracious message from God. The miracles
Philip wrought were not mere wonders, but
works of mercy. Simon soon found his in-
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confessed to qp old school-fellow that ajp
the profession she had made, and 5] the
800d she had trieq to do at school, had peen
simply to please the schoolmistress! No
wonder that her heart grew utterly dead ang
unmoved by the wortfr:f God, and unre.
Sponsive to the Gospel invitation, The
heart must pe given up, and then all (he
beauty and gladness contaiued in the Gospel
will be fully seen and enjoyeq and that
“good part,” once chosen, s[‘:'aﬂ never be
taken away. Luke 10, 42.
BEREAN METHODS.

Hints fror the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,

Draw & map of Palesu‘ne, showing the
three Provinces of Judea, Saman‘a,‘(}alilee,

and indicating ]erusalem, Samaria, and
5 es T i i

instead of Opening his heart to the Gospel
message, he seems to have looked upon jt,
with its attendant signs, Simply as a neyw

It seemed best to attach himsels to this
new wonder-worker, and gain by alliance
what he would never get by rivalry, So, on
profession of belief, he was baptized, and
continued with Philip,

signs of wonder an, €cstasy, All he saw
Wwas a mere Marvel, performed by the power
of lhesg Strangers from Jerusalem, Surely

gain it might bring him
at made him thus utterly Misappre-
hend the whole Matter? Not 5 defect of
sight, but of heart, « Thy heart js not right
fore God,” He had heard the blessed
message of salvation; he had hearq of the
love of God, but he had not surrendereq to
it. Self kept its central place in his heart,
and the greay question with him, was : how
Mmight he win inﬂ.ugnce, honour, anq riches,

stronger for jts varied elements if they are

thoroughly united. .. The church jp Jeru.

salem wag like an electric light sbjning on
c

were not his, « He had neither part poy lot
in the matter,»

And he ran into fearfy] danger, To have
Professedly accepted the Gospel, Yet to have
merely accgptetr i i

look upon them as 5 means of gain was a
fearful trifling with the things of éod Thus
€ was in danger of Perishing, ajon, with

feit bills are an evidence that all money g
the perishable riches which € so highly
prizeét°

worthless, Op the contra y if there were
o good bills, ng one would care to make
counterfeits,

Reforences, FosTER’s Cycy OPEDIA op
ILLusTRuloNs: Ver. 18:; Prose, 4945. Ver,
19: Prose, 11046. Ver, 20 . Prose, 10622,

©r. 21: Proge, 9386, Ver. 22, Prose,
4975. Ver, 23: Prose, 2842; Poeu'cal, 1697,
©r. 24: Prose, 2549.

The warning s ot unneeded noy, A
Christian Proiession and Chx:inian work are
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Primary and Intermediate.
BY M. V. M.

LESSON THOUGHT. _7he Oben Heart.

INTRODUCTORY. Print on the board,
“ Philip-Simon.” ke little square for
Jerusalem, another for Samaria. Recall
the death of Stephen, and tell of th. perse-
cution which followed, Believers rar. away
from Jerusalem to save their lives. Philip
went to Samaria—a fine city built on a
beautiful hill. Tell of the idol temples in it,
and the wicked men there who worshiped
Satan himself. Who was Philip? Tell
what he did in Samaria, how many people
there began to believe in Jesus, and how
the wicked Simon was among them.

SIMON’S HEART.

i . Describe Simon—a
[CULLRUII strange man who knew
how to do wonderful
tricks which the people
could not understand.
Describe his dress, hung
with little bells and
charms, and tell how he
pretended to talk to dev-
ils, and to do his strange tricks by their

wer. Make the children understand that

e was a deceiver, and show how little sins
indulged become great chains binding the
heart fast. Print “ Satan ” inside the heart
on the board, and teach that Simon thought
that this heart, all bound with Satan’s chains,
was shut tight so that no one could see into
it. Wasit?
GOD SEES INTO HEARTS.

Tell why Simon pretended to believe in
Jesus. Philip did such great works that
people forgot to admire and praise Simon.
Then he thought, “ Perhaps I can do these
great works too, so that people will follow
me again.” Show that his sin was not
in wanting to do great works, but in want-
ing to do them so as to inake himself great.
Tell why Peter and John went to Samaria,
and what Simon wanted to do. Explain
why the Holy Ghost could not enter Simon’s
heart as he did the hearts of other believers
—because Simon let Satan stay there. God
gave Peter power to read Simon’s heart as
we can read an open book, and he told him
to “repent.” Teach that all hearts are open
to God, and he sees the chains upon them.
Ask each child to try to see what chain is
upon his heart. Mention sins that children
are familiar with, and make several links of
a chain, printing “ Unbelief” in the first,
and showing how all other sins spring from
this. Call for Golden Text, and teach that
no heart can be right in God’s sight which
does not open the door for Jesus to come in,
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for Satan lives in the heart that has no room
for Jesus.
Lesson Word-Pletures,

Wonderful days in Samaria, that spot to
Jewish thought so hateful! It has its temple
at Gerizim, its venerated copy of the law,
its passover, its rival worship of Jehovah.
O if the burning breath of God would come
down, the Jew may have thought, and light-
ning shatter the Samaritan pretensions !
Auy now fire has come down! Peter and
John are praying in the midst of a circle of
Samaritans, and into their hearts flashes
that Pentecost-flame which burns away all
fences, and Jew and Samaritan bow together
in this brotherhood of the Holy Ghost, But
who is this coming forward to Peter and
John? What curious, credulous eyes, what
greedy hands, what an atmosphere of subtle
power, not understood, yet felt, and accom-
panying this man { He is plainly a leader
while stealing forward as a suppliant to beg
a favour. Ho, did we not see you one chilly
night, muffled in your robes, blinking at a
cold white star, then scratching cabalistic
signs on dirty yellow parchment? Did we
not see you in a crowd of gaping, wondering
Samaritans, befooling them with your magic?
Did you not set all the tangues of Samaria
to clattering when you turned your back on
the cold stars and the dirty witch-books and
came forward to be baptized? Have you
not been following Philip with sharp, prying
eyes, going from miracle to miracle with an
inquisitive awe, wondering how it was done ?
And now, you pull the apostles’ robes, draw
them aside, and whisper that devilish offer
of gold for the power of the Holy Ghost !
Ho, Simon Magus, you are Simon Magus
still! You deserve that hot, shattering bolt
of rebuke Peter launches at your old, un-
tamed love of witch-power. Less sorry for
sin than afraid of its penalty, you mumble
out your confession and shuffle away. Little
does Peter know what an enemy is slinking
off as your shadow is lifted from his path.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, B6Q.
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———— ‘\\\‘\\,\‘\\.\\‘
Simon the sorcerer became a Christian jp So Simon the sorcerer deceivedq many, byt

show and Profession for a time, byt he wag i

never a genyine one. The illustration for

to-day s intended to show the difference in

value between Christian in form on] i — st o

a Christian jn heart, One reflects th.e light / How 1¢ OBTAIN Tyg BLESSING,

imposter, Even 5o will every Christian jn
/ show and profession only be Jjudged.

RICHES ¢
1S is shown by the drawing on the boarq POWER p v
ofa diamond, and by jts side a paste imita. BY SCIENCE ¢ O
tion, The spurious one may be mych like SELF? %
the true one in form, pyy When testeq it PRETENCE ;
shows very quickly thag “itis not right,” The Gift of Godl ymg,

A D, 37, April 8,

LESSON IL.—PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN,
Acts 8, 26-40,
HgApiT 26 And a the angel of the Lopq 39 And when they were come up out of the
.A N spake unto Philip, saying, Arige, water, ¢ the Spirit ‘of the Lord caught away
esustmsy) 471 g0 toward gl south, unto the Philip, that the eunych 52w him no more : and
o Way that goeth down from Jerusa. | ho went on hijg Way rejoicing,
G ;

f0E lem unto aza, which jg desert, 1 Kings 18, 13; 9 10gs 2. 16; Ezek, 3, 12,
27 "Am '))ulé ’:v':o:w;:x‘d“'went: | 40 But Philip g found j gt Azotus : apq

and, behold, g 5 man of Ethiopia, ap eunuch of | passing througl) he Preached in al] the cities, ti]]
8t authority ypdep Candace ' queen of the | “'J',",ee:: g";m’"'
gl:hxopmns Who had the clnarfe of all hep trea. | it

4; Isa 43, 6; Zeph, 3, 10—, Kings | HBNERAI. H'I‘A’I’INIBNT-
. 41 ; Py os.ﬂ:l-‘bﬂ...ﬂ:.!ohnli.m s e
28 Wag returning, anq sitting in hjg chariot | Another step in the Progress of Chrmtmmzy
read Esaiag t},q rophet, | from a Jewigp, sect to g World-religion yaq soon
29 T

hen the Pirit said unto Philip, G, near, | made, Samaritang had been baptized, gng now
and join t) self to thig chariot, a forej i Vi
30 And f',hih'p ran thither to him, ang heard membership iy ¢),q body of Chyigt, Philip, iy
him read the Prophet Esaias, ang said, Under. | the tull tide of success in Samaria, ig suddenly
standest thoy what thoy readest ¢ | bidden by 1 Spirit to seek g new field of Jahor
nd he said, Hoy ¢an I, excopt gome man ' on the bopgey of the desert, Without hesita.
should guide me! And he desired Philip thet tion he obeys the strange fommand, He pbig,
ﬁ]come up and sit wig), him, farewel] t, the disciples of Samaria, gnq turns
2 The‘;ﬂace of the Seripture which he read | his face Southwarg, Hajourneya along the foot.
Va8 this, d He waq ed as g sheep to the slaugh. | hijl of the mountain regiop, past erusalem,
ter ; and like 4 lamb dump before his shearer, go ’ Past Hebron, a4 at last stands upon the degept.
opened he not J,jg mouth ; Phin, Iy ¢he distance Appears a cloud of dust
dln, 83 7; Phil. ¢, 7, . | rolling toward him, As it draws hearer he cqp
33 In hig humiliatiop his Judgment wag taken | see the glitter of Arms, and hear the Prancing
nymly:: and who shall declare his 8eneration ¢ fo, horses and the rattle of wheels, Soon appears
his life js faken from, the earth, o . a black may, of noble mien, sitting in hig chariot,
34 And the eunuch answepey Philip, anq said, I | ending over o roll of the prophet Isaiah, jp
l"!ﬁ(ﬂm, ! whom speaket}, ), Prophet thigy | Which he regqq intently, Acting upop gy im.
imself, op Of, Some other man ¢ pulse from o, high, Philip drawg nuear, and g
435 They Philip opened hig mouth, ap, ixe hears the ropielic story of Christ’s sufferings
began ¢ at the same scripture angd Preached uptq read, he boI:Hy asks the reader ; ¢
A ey 9 ohap, 18 %; 2 Cor, 1.90; 0o, 917, undfsmgnnd What you gpe reading ¢ Thr-‘ea er
1 Peter 1, 1, ; Py .
- M6 And o they went op their way, the chariot, apq interpret to him the worg, Frol_n
ame unto a certyjy, water : and the eupyef, said, | the text befope him, Philj), baints the strangey
, here ig water ; what £ doth hinder me g, be | thoughts toward Jegys, and tells him t)q Gospel

baptized 9 story, Faith leaps up in the noblemay’s heart
J Chap, 10, 47, 88 he listens, ..5' his heart js Won to the gep.
And Philip said, g If thoy believest | vioo of Chrigt, A4 a stream-side the chariot

with a]] thine heart, thoy mayest, And o halts by its Master's command, anq j, Presence
nnul:/erod and said, |} believe that Jesus Chrigt of the assembled carqygy, the Ethiopian treasuper
i of God, i i

Matt. 98 19; Mary 14, 16— Mate, 16, 1q, k
a““ oo as?’u, 27 Bom aatat At the bank the two are suddenly pargeq

still ; ang they went dowy, both into the Wwater,
Philip anq the eunuch ; anq }e bap

ile, anq n{» its strean ousand mjleg home
ward, joyfy,
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTES,

Verse 26. The Angel. Rev. Ver. “an
angel.” Visibly appearing, and not in a dream.
In those foundation-days of the Church, upon
which all history was depending, such super-
natural manifestations were to be expected,
Unto Philip, One of the seven *“deacons,”
at this time in Samaria, where he had founded
the Church, He was apparently a man of hearty,
warm nature, prompt to obey the divine call,
and faithful in labor. Go toward the
south. The region south of Samaria, where
he then was, I}nto the way. The par-
ticular path is specified, because there he was to
meet a particular person. 1. Thus does divine
rrovidencu both direct the worker and prepare
his work. From Jerusalem. In reaching
this road his most direct course would be west
of Jerusalem, along the edge of the Shefelah or
low hills. To Gaza. The road may have
been that through Hebron, which passes along
the border of the desert. A very ancient city
on the maritime plain the southernmost point
of Palestine. It was the scene of Samson's ex-
ploits ; and still remains a place of sixteen
thousand inhabitants. ich is desert,
The road, not the city, thus described as a
direction to Philip. Such a road would give
opportunities of private meditation and conver-
sation,

27. Arose and went Though the com-
mand, a strange one, was given without a rea-
son, yet the evangelist obeyed it promptly, 2.
Those who would do God's work must be sub.
missive to his will. A man of Hthiopia.
The land south of Egypt, embracing what is
now Nubia and Abyssinia. Its people were
black, and of large stature, This man was pro-
bably a native who had become a worshipper of
God, such as were called by the Jews *pro-
selytes of the gate.” An eunuch. rl"he
eunuchs were men who had been mutilated for
servicein the care of the women of the palace ;
though the term is often applied to officers in the
cowt. Candace, %ueen of the Ethio-

1ans. This was the title of the queens of

erge, in northern Ethiopia, as Pharaoh had been
that of the kings of Egypt. Charge of all
her treasure, A position of high trust and
responsibility, especially in the East, where the
checks upon fraud are few and peculation is com-
mon, ad come to Jerusalem, A
Jjourney of thirteen hundred miles over rough and
dangerous roads, and in a heavy chariot, requir-
ing a large retinue and guard. ' To worship,
Though a public man, he found time to worsh: P
God. 3. An example to all men in business
and public life. 4. How much trouble this man
was willing to take for the privilege of worship
n God's house !

. 'Was returning, His route lay
through the border of the desert to Gaza ; thence
along the sea-shore to K ypt, thence up the
Nile to his home. His oga.riot. A low two-
wheeled waggon without springs, open in the
rear, with seat for the rider, while the driver
stood. HEsaias, The prophet Isaiah.
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He may have purchased the roll in Jerusalem,
and was now reading it for the first time. 5.
The best companion for the traveller is the word
of God. :

20, 30. The Spirit said. By a special
inward prompting. But it was also in accord
with a sound and intelligent Christian judgment,
that here was an opportunity to do good. Join
thyself. Walk beside the chariot, and seek
ucquaintance with its occu]]!ln!. Philip ran.
Showing promptness and alacrity in obeying the
guidance of the Spirit. Heard him read.
The orientals always read aloud, and with full
voice.  Understandest thou. These
words, the only recorded utterance of Philip,
contain a pleasant, half-humorous Ylny upon
words, which cannot be translated, like, ‘Do
you heed what you read " 6. He that would
win a soul has need of wisdom and tact.

31, 32, 33. How can I. Not every
nobleman would thus admit his ignorance and
ask for guidance. He desired Philip,
Showing a spirit lowly and teachable, and a sin-
cere interest in the truth. Sit with him.
That they might more readily converse together.
The place of the Scripture. No more
suggestive place in the word could have been
found than this in Isa, 53, about the sufferings
and atoning death of the Redeemer, and written
seven centuries before the events which it de-
scribes. Led as a sheep. The picture of
the meek and suffering Saviour wonld at once
arise to Philip's mind as he heard these sentences
read. In his humiliation. In the depth
of his abasement, His judgment. “‘Jus-
tice was denied him,” is the meaning of thig
clause. Declare his generation. *Who
will relate his life, thus prematurely cut short,”

34, 35. Answered. Addressed, or opened
the conversation. Of whom speaketh.
All the earlier Jewish writers regarded this as
prophetic of the Messiah ; but after the Chris.
tian era, perceiving its force as applying to
Jesus, they began to adopt other methods of
interpretation, Opened his mouth, An
expression indicating the beginning of a dis-
course somewhat formal. gegan at the
same Scripture. At the words of the
rophet, which pointed directly to Christ.

eached...Jesus, Literally, “announced
the glad-tidings, Jesus.” $

3&. As they went. Discoursing of Jesus,
of whom the nobleman may have heard during
his visit to Jerusalem, A certain water,
Supposed to be the spring in the Wad el-Hasey,
but not with certainty. See, here is water.
Rather, ‘“See ! water !" as if glad at its sudden
appearance. What doth hinder me,
Showing promptness in the acceptance of Christ,
and willingness to make a_public confession of
him. To be baptized. Philip must have
already explained the Christian system in its
ordinances as well as in its doctrines,

8. [This verse is omitted in Rev. Ver., not
being in the best ancient manuscripts. But its
sentiments are in accord with the Gospel.]
Believest. Having faith, not only in the
truth of the Gospel, but in the personal Christ.
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Thine heart, The saving faith js the affi. readiness to obey God's Voice, Understandest
auce or acceptance of the heart, g¢ well as the thou—He wag reading aloud, gy Philip saw that
gredence of the miyg, Jesus Chrigt, is the | he was Perplexed. 7oy gny Z—Being 3 for.

f God, ivinity j eigner, and not aJew, Desireq Philip—He saw
that Phiiip wag intelligent, The place of the
Sm'peun—’l‘hia was Isa, 53, 4o a sheep—8o
Was Jesus lod to death, Judgment qy taken
oay—That js, yo Jjustice wag given him, De-
clare his generation, —Te]] the story of hig life,
since it wag cut short, (), whom speaketh—Thig
referred to Jesus Chrigt. Preached yng, him
Jesus—Showed that this wag about Jesus, 4

ANNER., [April 8

— — —

. Yommanded the chariot, At the
nobleman's word the entire Tetinue pauses by the
bank of the stream, and q)) are witnesses o the
vow, oy went down, escending frop,
the chariot v.gan the steep banks and into the
Water, the natypg] and the only way,

him

Saviour, Jesus, . . . Son 0 le ¢
truly believe thj without trusting jy Jesus ag
his Saviour, Baptizeq Aim—Thug making hip,

all important It cannot be inferred that into
the water means undey i,
1. Caught away Philip, Perhaps
by giving a sudden impulse to depart ; perhaps
9 the expressiop Suggests but does not demand)
L. & supernaturg] disappearance, aw hi or by being taken away bodily, g7, went on his
7 way—The Hthiopian rejoicel, becaygse he had
found Jegys, Passing through—Al] the cities on
the Sea-coast, as those of Joppa and Lydda,
LENsON HMYMN~,
No. 634, New Hymn Book, C. M.
Father of mercies, ip thy word
What endless glory shineg |
Or ever be thy nape adored
For thege ce estial lines,

lightened eXperience, and sincere desire for the
truth, can djg pense with g human Kuide, On

is way re oicing, Not Sorrowing at the
Separation, Lyt glad in hig new-found treasype,

0. At Azotus, The ancient Ashdod, op

the plain by the sea, Passing through,
Following tf‘x'e line of ‘the coast northward,

reached in gl the Cities. Perhapg
Ekron, Joppa, and Lydda, among others, At
the last twg we find the traces of his presence in
the next chalpter. To Casa,rea_ South of
Mount Carmel, oy the plain of Sharon, It was
i Falestine. Here, twenty
years after, Philip met his old-time Peisecutor,
aul, now the apostle Pay), Acts 21,'8,

GOLDEN TEXT,
And he weng on his way rejoleing. Actss, 39,
0UTI,lNl¢.
1. .Qlu"l‘. V. 26-88,
V)

2. Recelvy; » V. 8438,
4 lejolrl-;, v. 82, 40,

Homg RRA[‘IIVGN.

AL Philip ang the Ethiopiap, Acts 8, 26.40,

Zu, The means of g Ivation, Isa, 53, 1-12,

V. The Way of salvatiop, John 14, 1.19,

Th. The message of salvatiop, Mark 16, 1.9,
ercy in salvatiop, Isa, 55, 1.11,

8. Confession unto salvatiop, Rom, 10, 1-15,
joicing in salvation, Rom, 5, 1.13,

Time.—4.]), 87, immedintely after the eventg
of the last lesson,
8c6. —The degert south-west of Palestine,
Expllnntiom.—]'lu angel—A divine jyes. |
A4

Attend the blissful souy A
Divine lnutmclor, 8racious Lord,
e thou for ever near ;
Teach me to love t} sacred word,
And view my Saviour thepe,
No. 635, New Hymn Book., C. M.
How Precious iy the book divine,
Y Inspiration giyen 3
right asa lnmp its doctrineg shine,
To guide our souls to heaven,
It sweetly cheers oy drooping hearts,
In this dark vale of tears ;
Life, light, and Joy it still imparts,
And quells ouy rising fears,
This lamp, through a]] the tedious night
Of life, g all guide our way,
Till we hold the clearer light
f an eternga) day.

QUBSTION! For HOmE STUDY,
V. 26.33. Who Wwas Philip

1. Reading,
Where wag o sent!  Why did this seem a
strange command ! Whgt 5 said of the man

senger, rise—From Sumnn‘n, where he then
esert-road fy

Was.,  Unto the way—The q sert rom Jery. whom he met ! How far had he come to wop.
salem south-west, Arose ang beyin ship?  What was he doip when Philip met
gee ! worgn he was readin ?

sa,

e commang, strange ag jt Seemed, 4y eun

in the coyry of Orienta] kings,
Come to Jerlualcm—'l‘hough a foreigner, he wop.
shipped God, 7o worship—He wag going home
after o Jjourney of twelve hundreq miles.” Reaq
Esaias—The Prophet Isajah, The Spirit saiq—
By a divine impulse withiy his mind, Join
thynlf—xeep close to jt, Philip ran—Showing

im? What were the
5

93, 7,8 To
refer ! What did Philip say to this man? oy
did the map answer him ¢
1 eceiving, v, 34-38, What did Philip
tell the Ethio ian? What Wwas the effect of his
reaching ¢ oW did the map show faith jin
esus ! What jg required of those whe are bap.
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tized ! What was the Ethiopian’s declaration of
faith ! What is said in Acts16. 311 What was
done b Philii) and the Ethiopian 1

3. oicing, v. 39, 40. What happened
after the baptism ! What is said in the GoLprx
Texrt! W iAhD“N he rejoice Rom, 5. 1, 2.
Where was Philip found ¢ “What did he do !

TEACHINGS OF THE LESNSON,
Where does this lesson show—

1. An exnm}{]e of obedience to God ?

2. The benefits of studying the Scriptures ¢

3. The way to be saved ?

The Lesson Catechism.—(For the entire
school.) 1. Whom did Philip meet in the de-
sert. An Ethiopian nobleman, 2, What® was
the Ethiopian doing when Philip met him ¢
Reading the Scriptures. 8. What did Philip
say to him?  “Understandest thou what thou
readest " 4. What did he ask Philip to do?
To show him the meaning. 5. What did Philip
then do ? He preached Jesus to him, 6. How
did the Ethiopian receive Philip's preaching ?
He believed in Jesus,

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—Christ the fulfil-
ment of prophecy.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. Reading, v. 26-33. What heavenly
message did Philip receive? What personage
did he meet ! What was the eunuch’s business
in the land ¢ How was his travelling leisure
employed !  What divine command came to
Philip ! How did he greet the eunuch ! What
proposition did the eunuch make? On what
prophecy did he seek light ¢

5, Receivin, v. 34-38. What question
perplexed him ¢ "How did Philip explain the

rophecy? What question of the eunuch showed
ﬁis assent to the word preached ¢ What was his
confession ¥ What followed the confession 1

3. Re oicing, v. 89, 40. What occurred

after the baptism ¥ What became of Philip ¢
PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.
Where are we shown in this lesson—

1. That scriptural study is a profitable use of
the leisure hour ¢

2. That the Holy Spirit is ready to help the
earnest seeker ?

8. That prompt faith works speedy relief ¢

4. That the })rauehed word is the safe remedy
for questions of doubt ?

5. That opportunit
open to those who seek i

QUESTIONN FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

for preaching Christ is
t?

Who told Philip where to go next? The
angel of the Lord. To what place was he sent t
To Gaza, about sixty miles from Jerusalem.
Whom did he meet on the way ! An Ethiopian
nobleman of high rank. What did the Spirit
tell Philip to do? To go mear the chariot.
What was the nobleman reading ? The words of
Esaias. What did Philip ask him? *“Do you

understand what you are reading1” What was
the re 1!1 ““1 have no one to teach me,”
What (l)l he ask Philiptodo? To be his teacher.
Whom did Philip preach to him ! Jesus, How

can we understand the Old Testament! When
we know Jesus. What did the nobleman want ¢
To be baptized. What did he believe? That
Jesus is the Son of God. What did Philip do ¢
Baptized him in the name of Jesus. Where did
Philip then go? To Azotus. What did the
new believer do? [Repeat GoLbeN TEXT].

WORDS WITH LITIYLE PEOPLE.

Jesus, the Lamb of God, died for us—He is
mighty to save. He is willing to save. He
says to little children, *‘They that seek me
early shall find me."”

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
A Sincere Seeker after God.

I. A NOBLE SEEKER.
Of great authority . .all her treasure. v. 27.
*Not many mighty, not many noble.” 1
Cor. 1. 26.
II. A DILIGENT SEEKER. :
Had come to Jerusalem....to worship.

v 27,
“From beyond....Ethiopia.... bring
mine offering.” Zeph. 3. 10.
III. A STUDIOUS SEEKER.
In his chariot read Esaias the prophet.

v. 28,
*Search the Scriptures....testify of
me.” Jobn 5. 39.
IV. A HUMBLE SEEKER.
How can I, except. ...guide me. v. 31.
‘The meek will guide in judgment.”
Psa, 25. 9.
V. A PRACTICAL SEEKER.
What doth hinder me to be baptised? v. 36.
“Arise....be baptised....wash away
....sins.” Acts 22. 16.
VI. A BELIEVING SEEKER.
I'believe....Jesus....Son of God. v. 37.
“With the heart man believeth.” Rom.
10. 10.
VII. A REJOICING SEEKER,
He went on his way rejoicing. v. 37.
“Rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”
Rom. 5. 2.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Winner of Souls,

1. He that would win souls to Christ must
be quick to apprehend and prompt to obey
the directions of the Spirit in his work.
v. 26, 27. $

2. He that would win souls must watch
for them both in the crowd ot the city and
in the solitude of the wilderness. v. 29.

3. He that would win souls must be ag-
gressive, not waiting to be asked, but eager
to point to the way of life. v. 30. f

4. He that would win souls must be wise
and skilful in his methods of approach to
souls. v. 30.

5. He that would win souls must be master
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darkness. Again, it could never be ex- | Vers. 27, 28 : A Chinese man in an interior

hausted. He had left Jerusalem with its
worship, but henceforth his own closet would
be to him the “house of God and the gate of
heaven.” His heart was now

‘* At the secret source
Of every precious thing,”

and day after day he could draw from that
living fountain. And, once more, it raised
him above circumstances. His newly found
friend and guide, after admitting him into
the visible Church, was suddenly carried
away. Yet this could not disturb his glad-
ness. He “went on his way rejoicing” in
the presence of the Lord whom he had
found, and who had found him,

Would that all would seek what the
Ethiopian eunuch sought, would seek as he
sought, would not fear to be known as
seekers, would not be ashamed to accept
guidance, would seek God in Christ, earn-
estly, diligently, honestly. An old Chinese
who had strayed into a hall where mission-
aries were preaching, heard the message
that “God so loved the world that he gave
L's only begotten Son.” Then he told of
the soul-hunger which had been gnawing
him for years, and how he would look up to
the sun and say, “ O sun ! take this hunger
off my heart,” and cry to the moon and to
the stars, “ Take this hunger off my heart;”
but in vain. “And now,” he said, “now
that I have heard this message the hunger
is gone!” God in Christ satisfied him ;
God in Christ will satisfy every seeker,

BEREAN METHODS,
Hints for the Terchers' Meeting and the
Ciase,

Draw a rough map of Palestine, showing
mount-in region and sea-coast ; locate upon
it Samaria, Jerusalem, Hebron, Gaza, Joppa,
and Cesarea, and trace Philip’s Journey
from Samaria, and the Ethiopian’s journey
from Jerusalem. ... Keep in mind, and de-
velop two lines of thought : 1. Philip as the
example of a Christian worker. (See Ad-
ditional and Practical Lessons). 2. The
Ethiopian as an example of the sincere
seeker aiter God. (See Analytical and
Biblical Outline)....What is here taught
concerning : 1. The direction of the Holy
Spicit? 2. The providence of God ? 3. The
duty to work for souls ? 4. The study of the
Old Testament? 5. The profession of faith
in Christ?. ... [LLUSTRATIONS. Vers. 26,
27: When William C. Burns offered to go
as a missionary to China, he was asked,
“When will you be ready to sail?” He
answered, “To-morrow.” " “ Byt you wish
to see your mother first?” « No, I can write
her a letter ; that is the better Way) ceee

village walked two hundred and fifty miles,
carrying a leat from the New Testament, to
find the missionary who could explain it to
him....Ver. 35: From every city in the
Roman Empire there was a road to Rome ;
so from every sentence of Scripture to
Christ.

References. FOSTER’S ILLUSTRATIONS.
Vers. 26-40: Poetical, 3886, Ver, 26: Prose,
6493. Ver. 28: Prose, 6816, Ver, 29:
Prose, 10975. Ver. 30: Prose, 402. Ver.
31: Prose, 358. Ver. 35: Prose, 4615. Ver.
37: Prose, 7515. Ver. 38: Poetical, 203. . .
FREEMAN'S HAND-BOOK. Ver. 28: Read.
ing aloud, 827.

Blackbeard.
BY J. B, PHIPPS, R8qQ.

'Here Joro ‘

[ GIve

TIS ALL
THAT
[CAN 00

/4

LIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST
SON 0F GOD'

The blackboard represents the Bible at
the foot of the cross open at one of the
precious promises. The thought of the
design is to teach that the seeker after
Christ should come directly to the foot of
the cross claiming the promise, and saying,
as did the eunuch, “I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God.”

** Here, Lord, I give myself away,
"Tis all that I can do.” )

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V, M.

LESSON THOUGHT. God Chooses our
Work. Tobe taught: That the Lord directs
his children; that he sends them out to
make him known ; that great joy comes to
those who receive Jesus,

1. Review the last lesson, letting children
name the persons and places. Tell of the
great number of people in Samaria who
loved Philip dearly, because he had taught
them to believe in Jesus. But an angel
came to tell him he must go away into a
desert place. How strange, when he was
doing so much good in Samaria, to be sent
off into a place where no one lived ! Teach
that God makes no mistakes, and that if we

"
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Just obey him we shall
J W how necessa; obed,

0 a certain thing. Wha, shall he do 7 Ask
some one who knows, anq then do as he is
told, ho only knows the way for us ¢
speak and ac¢ and work ? God. Then let us
ask him every day, and do just as he tells s,

2. Tell what Philip say
as he walkeq ong alone
in the desert, Describe

i .
7 € was reading,

\STHE Loy

JESuS

We can see what jg inside a dark
after the light hag
€an only see the true meaning of thea Bible
after the light of the Holy Spirit hag come
into the heart, Philip wag glad
light shine, so that thjg man wh,
now Jesus might see, too,
light in the heart, anq do we let it
Tell h, the nobleman y,q to
ut Jesus, and how he began to obey
a How? By believi

ave we 3
shine?

0 do,
Lesson Wonl-l'lrl-re».
One man going towarq the south
a strange voice, an angel sum
and go!” Ig jp to reach 3 City ? Is it to find
aman? There jg N0 explanatiop, Itisa
Weary way and g the traveller Journeys |
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mons, “Arjse | ho
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on. Rough, ocky, hot as j may be, still he
continues this Strange Jjourney to hunt y , to

nd—what There s 5 ot away oﬂP on
| the rim of thelandscape. ltfrows. “Some
| one coming Says the traveller, « It must
[ horses,” He looks again: “1 g0 a
| chariot,” ', comes nearer ; “I see the
driver, There is the driver’s Master. Hig
| face is dark, He Wears splendjq robes. He
|is reading” « Go near |7 hispers the
| Spirit. Ig this the man sought after ? There
is no explanation, I N on foot jn
dusty robes to approach thoge Princely gay.
ments? « near” is the wor € runs
to the chariof, He hears jts owner readin
Isaiah, € swarthy stranger hears his
question, Doag € understand the book ?
Startled, he looks yp, € two, Philip anq
the €unuch, face one another, As this
‘eunuch o 8reat authoriy, » does not yp.
derstand that gospel in Isaiah, wi]) Philip
Jjoin him and teac him ? Side by side,
they ride op, Together they look a¢ that
scene of the . t an altar, Besides

Sappears,
ff south-lanq that is hjs
uch, is chariot js
again a dot op the horizon and is thep lost
! The 8ospel of Chyigt has gone

to the palaces of Ethiopia,

N\
A. D, 37, April 35,
LESSON iy, —8AUL'S CGNVERBION.
Acts 9, 118,
EAR T 2 8] Ang @ Saul, yet brenthing | wrg And b g he 'ournoyad. he came near Da.
A,‘I out thmtenings and slaughter Mascus ; gpq auddenfy there shineq round aboyt
against the dilcxples of the ford, / him 4 light from heaven ; b Chap, 22 ¢,
went unto the by h-priest, A7 4 And he fell to the €arth, and hearq a
@ Chap. 8, 8 ; Ga), L 18; 1 Tia, Voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why perse.
a2 A}:’d desired of hin, letters c"te’: :,:af",‘;"‘g ) 1. Cor. 12, 19; gy 4. 30,
to Damncu.s to the syp €8, that if he found & 5 And he u'id, d Who art thou, Lorq ¢ And
any a of this way, Whether they were men OF | the Lor gqj , I am Jegys whom thoy Persecutest,
Women, he might bring them bound unto Jepy. 2t is hard fo e to kick againgt the pricks,
salem, . @ Of the way; Chap, 19,9, a1y h Chap, 5, 39,
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47 6 And he, trembling and astonished, said,
Lord, 7 what wilt thou have me to do? And the
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city,
and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

J Luke 8, 10; Chap, 2, 87 ; 16. 80,

7 And g the men which journeyed with him
stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no
man,

g Dan. 10, 7,
8 And Saul arose from the earth ; and when his

eyes were opened, he saw no man ; but they led
him by the fmml, and brought Aim into Damascus.

9 And he was three days without sight, and
neither did eat nor drink.

10 And there was a certain disciple at Damas-
cus, named Ananias ; and to him said the Lord
in a vision, Ananias, And he said, Behold, I am
here, Lord.

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go

into the street which is called Straight, and in-
quire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, |
of b Tarsus : for, behold, he prayeth,

0! 89.

Chap, h

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named
Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him,
that he might receive his sight.

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard
by many of this man, how much evil he hath
done to thy saints, at Jerusalem :

14 And here he hath authority from the chief [
priests to bind all that ¢ call on thy name, |

i Chap. 7. 59 ; 22.16; 1 Cor, 1, 2; 2 Tim. 2, 22,

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way ;
for j he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my
name before & the Gentiles, and ! kings, and the
children of Israel : |

jChap. 13. 2: 92, 91; 26, 17; Rom. 1, 1; 1 Cor.
16.10; Gal.1. 15; Eph, 8. 7; 1 Tim, 2. 7; 2Tim,
1. 11, k Rom. 1, 5; 11, 13; Gal. 2. 7,8 —
I Chap. 25, 22 ; 6. 1,

16 For m I will show him how great things he
must suffer for my name's sake.

m Chap. 20, 28 ; 21,11 ; 2 Cor. 11. 23,

17 And n Ananias went his wniy, and entered
into the house ; and putting his hands on him,
said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus that
appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest,
hath sent me, that thon mightest receive thy
sight, and o be filled with the Holy Ghost.

n Chap. 22. 12; ——o Chap. 2, 4 ; 18, 62.

18, And immediately there fell from his eyes
as it had been scales ; and he received sight forth-
with, and arose, and was baptized,

GENERAL STATEMENT,

While Philip is walking southward along the
margin of the desert, nnotier traveller is pressing
northward under the snowy heights of Hermon,
Saul of Tarsus, having crushed out the Church
in Jerusalem, is now hastening to Damascus to
devastate the disciples there. During his jouy-
ney, all too slow for his fiery spirit, his thoughts
turn inward upon himself and backward upon
the past, He thinks, perhaps, of Barnabas, his
former friend, now the hated Nazarene ; he
thinks of those cont ies in the sy gues,
where he found no words to answer the argu-
ments in behalf of this new Gospel, but in anger
remains unconvinced still ; the slowing face of
Stephen rises before his eyes, and once more he

hears that dying cry of faith and prayer. He

presses down the deep conviction, but it will
return in spite of all his resolves, The walls and
towers of Damascus are now gleaiiing under the
noontide sun, when suddenly a brighter light
flashes in the sky, a Form is reve ied to Saul's
startled vision, and a Voice stirs the very depths
of his being. One moment's look, one sentence
spoken, and the current of a life-time is turned

ckward.  Saul falls to earth, no more the
enemy, but the humble, submissive seeker after
Christ.  Three days of agony slowly pass, and
then a brother’s hand is laid upon his brow, and
a brother’s voice sounds in his ear, inviting him
to peace and faith in Christ. The scales fall
from his eyes, and the cloud rises from his heart,
Saul receives the token of baptism, and enters
the com any of disciples, henceforth to give all
his mighty " energies to the cause of his new
master, Jesus Christ,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL
NOTES,

Verse 1. Saul. The fiery young zealot,
whom in Lesson XI., First Quarter, we found
leading in the martyrdom of Stephen and the
persecution of the Jerusalem Church. He was a
native of Tarsus in Asia Minor, descended from
pure Jewish stock, of the tribe of Benjamin ; of
a family possessing the privilege of Roman citi-
zenship. ~ He had been trained in the law under
Gamaliel, the greatest Rabbi of that age, and
was evidently a leadin spirit among the young
mer of Judaism, et. Even after the dis.
p«rsiun of the Church at Jerusalem, Breath-
ing.. The word ‘““out™ should be omitted,
(Rev. Ver.) As if threatenings and
slaughter against Christianity were his very
ntmosghere- ent unto the high-priest.
Probably Theophilus, a son of Annas, who still
held the real power.

2. Desired of him. Thus in all this
persecution, Saul and not the high-priest was the
moving power, Letters, Serving as pass-
ports for travel and authorization oghin acts,
As Jerusalem was the centre of the Jewish world,
the high-priest was recognized by the law of the
Roman Empire as the patron of Jews in all lands,
and possessing an undefined power over them.
Yet even the high-priest could not have exercised
such authority in Damascus as is here indicated
but for the fact that there was at that time no
Roman Governor in Palestine, leaving the rule
in the hands of the Sanhedrin, and also that
Damascus was then under the control of the
Arabian Aretas, who was a friend of the high-
priest Theophilus. Damascus, One of the
oldest cities of the world, one hundred and forty
miles north-east from Jerusalem, on a plain at
the foot of the Anti-Lebanon Mountains, It has
ever been the metropolis of eastern Syria, and
has now one hundred and forty thousand inhabi-
tants. To the synagogues, The meeting-
places for worship of the Jews, also their centres
of rule, since among the Jews Church and State
were closely unitg‘l. This way, *The
way.” (Rev. Ver.) This appears to have been
the name by which the Gospel was nerally
known, both among friends and foes. en or
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women. The bitter persecutor did not exempt
even women from his wrath, 1. God shows his
power and grace in transforming even so violent
an enemy into the mightiest of his workers,
Bring them bound. To receive such treat-
ment at Jerusalem as the murder of Stephen
might lead them to expect.

g. As he journeyed. There are two
roads, either of which he may have taken, one
crossing the Jordan north, the other south of the
Sea of Galilee, thence following the mountains,
It was a journey of five or six days, durin
which Saul could have time for meditation, an
for the workings of his conscience, which thus
far he had resolutely repressed. Came near
Damascus. The city bursts upon the travel.
ler's view with such beauty that it is said that
Mohammed, beholding it, turned away and re-
fused to enter, saying, ** Man can have but one
Paradise, and mine is not here!” A light
from heaven. It was noonday, but this
light obscured the sun, Acts 26. 13. It was
the Shechinah-glory of the heavenly Redeemer,
and in it Saul saw the Lord himself. 1. Cor.

15. 8.

4. Fell to the earth. From the beast
on which he was riding, probably an ass or camel.
Horses were used only in war in the East. The
vision dazzled his companions also, (26. 14,) but
only Saul heard the words spoken. A voice.
The voice was articulate, not an internal spirit-
ual experience.  Saul, Saul. He is directly
addressed and named. 2. See here the individual
notice by the Saviour in heaven of men and
events or earth. Pergecutest thou me.
Baul had not driven the nails or spear into
Christ's body ; yet the Saviour says ‘‘ me,” not
““my people.” 3. See the deep sympathy which
subsists between earth and heaven, between
Christ and his Church.

. Who art thou The question shows
that amid all his terror Saul fully retained his
consciousness. that he yielded only when con-
vinced, and clearly convinced, that the One who
spoke to him was the Son of God. I am

esus. He does not say, *“I am Christ,” or
““1 am God,” but takes the name which was the
object of Jewish hate. Thus Saul can see that
the glorious Being above him in the sky is the
same with the despised Nazarene. Hard for
thee. This clause is omitted herein Rev, Ver,
Bat it evidently belongs to the story as related
elsewhere ; and it shows that after all Saul’s
conversion was not entirely a sudden work, All
throngh the persecution he had been resisting
inward convictions and ontward evidences of the
truth of the Gospel. He had heard and seen
Stephen, and had been worsted in arguments
with the dise, 'os in the synagogues. Chap.
6. 9. To kick azainst the pricks. Like
an ox, kicking against the goad, Saul had been
fighting against the influences of the * Spirit
through his own conscience,

6. Trembling and astonished. (Omit-
ted in Rev_Ver. as not found in the best manu-
seripts.) In these words he surrenders his own
will, and becomes the servant of Christ. Have
me to do. 4. True repentance does not look

toward the past, but toward the future. Go
into the city. Damascus. It shall be
told thee. Led step by step, he was to
receive salvation as all receive it, through the
instrumentality of a saved man,

7. The men. Saul's companions in travel,
and subordinates in the work of persecution.
We do not know that any of them became
disciples, Stood speechless. Rooted to
the spot, whether standing or fallen down, Acts
26. 14. Hearing a voice. They heard
voice, but not the voice. (Chap. 22.9.) What was
to Suul a definite utterance, was to them a sound
without words. Seeing no man. Saul
saw a Form, they saw only a blaze of light. 5,
Whom the Lord designs for a epecial work he
calls in a special way.

8, 0. g;ul arose. Henceforth in Christ,
and a new creature, with all his mighty energies
consecrated to the cause which heretofore he had
persecuted to the very death. 6. O the wondrous
transforming power of Christ ! Saw no man.
‘“‘Saw nothing,” (Rev. Ver.) blinded by the
dazzling light which had burst upon him. ~ This
probabﬁv left its effects, *‘ the marks of the Lord
Jesus,” (Gal. 6. 17.) in a weakness of sight, and
Kerhaps a constant pain of the eyes throughout

is life. Brought him into Damascus.
Probably to a public house, which may have
been the place referred to in verse 11. Three
days. he agony of his mind was so great
as to exclude all thought for his body or the
business which had brought him to the city, and
he was as in a trance, the conditions of his out-
ward life being suspended. Perhaps the visions
of 2 Cor. 12, 1-4, took place at this time.

10, 11. Ananias, A private member of
the Church, unknown but for this event. 7.
Christ often uses lowly instrumentalities to
accomplish great results. In & vision. With
a bodiry appearance. 8, Christ knows his own
by name, however humble. I am here. He
knew the Lord, and needed not to ask, like Saul,
‘“ Who art thou?t”  Street...... called
Straight. At that time a magnificent avenue,
lined with columns, and a mile long from the
eastern to the western gate ; now a narrow alley,
9. Notice the precision with which the disciple
is directed in the way of duty. House of
Judas. Perhaps the name of an inn-keeper.
Tarsus. A city in Cilicia, on the Mediter-
ranean, then one of the largest in the empire ;
now a town of 20,000 people. He prayeth.
He had always prayed, but never with the
earnestness and directness of his present suppli-
cation. 10. He who prays aright will not fail te
find answer,

12,13, 14. Hath seen in a vision.
While Ananias was receiving a divine message in
one place, Saul was receiving a _corresponding
message in another. Named Ananias.
This he might know by the same supernatural
power as imparted the vision, anias
answered. His answer showed the fulness
and freedom of his fellowship with the Lord in
venturing to tell all his fears. Heard b
many. The refugees at Damascus had told
of the sufferings of their brethren at Jerusalem.
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Thy saints. ‘‘Thy holy ones.” First used
here of disciples in the New Testament. He
hath authority. His comin, , then, was
known and dreadetr by the flock at T)nmucns.

15. Chosen vessel. The term *yessel”
is used in the Bible of any implement. Christ
saw in the persecutor a weapon of power. Be-
fore the Gentiles. This was to be Saul's
especial mission. He must suffer. Saul
was ready to do, but he was also to suffer, which
is the harder task.

17,18. Went his way. Reassured by
the promise. His hands. As the token of
the impartation of power from one to another,
Jesus, that appeared. Another evidence
that Saul not only heard, but also saw, the
Lord.  Filled with the Holy Ghost.
The divine endowment of power, generally given
through the apostles, but, in the case of apostles
themselves, directly imparted from God, As
it had been scales, Related with the pro-
fessional accuracy of Luke the physician, and
referring to the substance which had incrusted
sver his eyes during their inflammation, Was
baptized. A step of great importance, since
it drew the line between his past and his future,
separated him from his former friends, and caused
him to be recognized as a Christian,

GOLDEN |TEXT.

And he recelved sight forthwith, and arose,

and was baptized. Acts 9, 18,
OUTLINE.

L. Christ's Foe, v. 1,2,

2. Christ’s Call, v. 3.6,

3. Chrlst's Messenger, v. 10-18.

HOME READINGS,

. Saul's conversion. Acts 9, 1.18,
Tw. Paul's story, Acts 26, 1-18,
W. Christ seen by Paul. 1 Cor, 15. 1.1,

Th. ¥rom darkness to light, _Isa, 29, 10-24,
F. Giving up all for Christ. Phil, 8 1-14,
8. The new creation. Rom. 8, 1-17,

8. The revelation of the Gospel. Eph. 8. 118,
Time.—A.D. 87, about the same time with
$he events of the last lesson.
Place.—Damascus, in Syria.
Expllnm.ionl.—Brmthing—So full of hate
that it scemed like his breath. Went unto the
Migh-priest—His name is supposed to have been
Theophilus.  Letters to Damaseus—The high-
riest held a certain rule over Jews in all lands,
'hi8 way—* The way " was & name then given
to the Cgristiun religion,  Or women—Even the
helpless and gentle women suffered in the persecu-
tion.  Bring them bound—For trial at J erusalem,
He journeyed — About one hundred and fifty
miles. Shined round— A glory from the heavens
fell around him revealing God. Heard a voice
—The voice of Christ. Persecutest thow me—
Christ felt the wrongs of his people as his own,
Who art lhou—Saulfnd never seen Jesus. Kick
wgwinst the pricks—To kick against goads, like an
ox who will not submit to be driven. Saul was

thus fighting against his own sense of duty,
What wilt thov—He at once submitted to Jesus
s & master. ' shall be told— His duty would be

company. Hearing a voice—They heard a noise,
and saw a light, but did not see and hear what
Saul did. Saw no man—Made blind, for the
time being, by the vision. 7%ree days--Days of
sad and deep thought. Ananias—Of course not
the same with that in chapter 5, In a vision—
The Lord Jesus appeared to him. ~ Street called
Straight—A street running through the city of
Damascus still, Howse of Judas—How exact
the knowledge of Jesus. He prayeth—Prays
now as never before. Hath seen in a vision—
Saul and Ananias both had visions at about the
same time. [ have heard— Ananias could scarce.
ly believe that so fierce an enemy had been con-
verted. A chosen vessel—The word means here
‘*atool” or ““instrument.” He must suffer—
He who has made others suffer was himself to
suffer in Christ's cause, Scales—Something like
a crust or scaly covering. Was baptized—Thus
Joining himself with the Church of Christ,
LESSON HYMNS,
No. 243, New Hymn Book. 78

Depth of mercy, can there be

Mercy still reserved for me

Can my God his wrath forbear 1

Me, the chief of sinners, spare §

I have long withstood his grace,

Long provoked him to his face ;

Would not hearken to his calls,

Grieved him by a thousand falls,

Jesus, answer from above,
Is not all thy nature love ?
Wilt thou not the wrong forget,
Suffer me to kiss thy feet 1
If 1 rightly read thy heart,
If thou all compassion art,
Bow thine ear, in mercy bow,
Pardon and accept me now.
No. 242, New Hymn Book. C. M.
There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins ;
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains,

The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day ;

And there may I, though vile as he,
Wash all my sins away.

O dying Lamb, thy precious blood
S{al never lose its power,

Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more,

QUESTIONN FOR HOME STUDY,

1. Christ’s Foe, v. 1, 2. Who was Christ’s
foe? What had he done before this 1 Acts 8, 9.
What did henow do? What v. s his pui in
all thist What did he afterward say of Einuelf
in1 Tim. 1. 131 What is Christ's service ealled
in ver. 21 What kind of a way is this ! Heb.
10. 20.

2 Christ’s Oall, v. 8.9, Whom did
Christ call, and where, and when! What did
Saul see and hear? What did the Lord say to
him?  What was Saul commanded to do?
What was the effect of the vision upon Saul?

shown, ons’step at a time, The men—Saul's

How did it affect those who were with him 1
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How does Christ come to us? How should we | he neither ate nor drank, Whom diq the Lord
receive his call ¢ send to him? Ananias, What did he say ?

. Christ's Messenger, v. 10.18, Who | * Brother Saul, Jesus has sent me to you, that
was he, and what was his character ¢ What did ou might see again.”  What then happened
the Lord say to him ¢ How did this show the g:{« at GOLOEN TEXT.] What was given to
knowledge ‘of Josus 1 What did Ananias sa ul besides his sight ! "A new life in his heart,
about Saul? What did the Lord say that Saul How was Saul changed from an enemy to a
was to be and to do? What took place at the | friend of Jesus? By the Spirit of God,

leoum_ w!u';n Saul was ? (‘Wh“ ans the effect of WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,
nanias’ comingt  See GoLoex Texr, My ery—*““Lord, what wilt thou have me to
TEACHINGS OF THE LENSON, do? " God answers—¢* Believe on the Lord Jesus
Where does this lesson teach— Christ.”  “Seek the Lord while he may be
1 That Christ can change enemies to friends ? [ found.” ¢ Cql) upon him while he is near, '
2. That we should obey Christ's call ¢ _
3. That Christ calls men to work for him ? ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Lesson Catechism, ~—(For the entire The Divine Transformation,

school). 1. For what purpose did Saul go to . ey

Damascus? To persecute the Church, 2, How | I SANI IGN(';RAN;, SINMH;'. "

was he stopped on the way ! By Jesus s reaking |, a1 Yet breathing augs reatelmn’!gs. s 4
from heaven. 8. What did Say say to the voice I'did it ignorantly in unbelief.” 1 Tim,
from heaven ¢ What wilt thou have me to I. 13, L

do?" 4. What was Saul's condition after meet. | II. A CONVICTED SINNER.

ing the Lord *  He was three days without sight, Who art thou. .. .I am Jesus. v, 5,
By whose hands was he restored to sight ¢ “After. -.instructed, | smote. .. thigh,”
By a believer named Ananias, Jer. 31. 19

DocrriNarL SveeEsTION, —God's converting | 117, A PR()Aly'l'lbi-;c]sloN.
power, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? v, 6,
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, “What must I do to be saved?” Acts

1. Christ's Foe, v. 1, 2. How did Saul
regard the disciples? In what cause was he

16. 30.
IV. A SINCERE PENITENT,

zealous? Gal. 1, 18, What authority did he Without sight ., neither .... e.. nor

seek, and why? What prompted his mistaken drink. v. g,

zeal? Acts 26. 9, “Sacrifices of God are a broken spirit,”
2. Ohrist's Call. v. 3.9, What inter. Pas 51, 17, o

rupted Sanl's journey 7 How did the vision affect
him? What revelation was made to Saul ?
Wherein had he persecuted Jesus ¢ What ques-
tion shows Saul's surrender ! How did Saul
continue his journey, and why?  Of what blind.
ness was Saul now rid ¢

3. Christ's Messenger, v. 10-18,
Whom did the Lord select as a messenger ?
Upon what errand did he send him ! Why diq
Ananias object ! What assurance did the Lord
give him? What change took place in Saul ?

hat public recognition of his conversion did
Saul make ?

V. AN EARNEST SEEKER.
Behold, he prayeth. v, 1y,
“Seek ye the Lord, .. .may be found.”
Isa. 55. 6.
VI. A WiLLing BELIEVER,
The Lord hath sent me. v, 17,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,”
Acts 16, 31,
VIL. A Rejoicing DiscipLE,
Received sight. , -arose. .. .was baptized,
8

v. 18,
“God....hath shined in our hearts,”
2. Cor. 4. 6.

ADDITIONAL, PRACTICAL LENNONS

The Revelation of Christ in Saul's Con-
version

I. Christ is here revealed as a living
divine personality, v. 4. s,

2. Christ is revealed as having knowledge
and notice of men as individuals, and thejr
acts. v. 4. 5,

3. Christ is revealed as having a deep
interest in his Church, and a close Sympathy

“RACTICAL TEACHINGS,
Wherein are we here shown—
God’s infinite mercy to the sinful ?
Instant obedience to the divine call ?
The duty of doing something for Jesus ?

QUENSTION~ FOoR VYOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

For what purpose was Saul 8oing to Damascus 7
To find out believers in Jesus, ~ What did he
intend to do? Bring them bound to Jerusalem,
What did he suddenly see? A light, brighter
than the sun. What diq Saul hear? Josus
speaking to him, What did Saul ask? ¢ Who
art thou, Lord 1" What was the answer? ‘]
am Jesus, whom you persecute,”  What diq
Saul next ask ! «“Whay would'st thou have me
do? Where was San] told to go? TInto the
city. What fell upon him ¢ vaﬁan blindness,
How long was he blind Three days, in which

with it. v, g

4. Christ is revealed as having an omnis-
cient knowledge of the heart of man, with
all its struggles and emotions. v, 5.

5. Christ is revealed as directing the
labors of his people, assigning to each his
work. v. 11, 15,
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6’Christ is revealed as foreseeing and
controlling the future of his kingdom and
his followers. v. 15. 16,

7. Christ is revealed as forgiving the chief
of sinners, and transforming him into the
greatest of apostles. v. 18,

CATECHISM QUESTION.

1. Why did God create all things ?

God created all things for the manifestation of
his own glory, and to give happiness to his
creatures,

The heavens declare the glory of God ; and
the firmament showeth his handiwork. —Psalm
19. 1

The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.
~-Psalm 83, 5,
ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

There was an old Irish tradition that
whoever went up a certain lonely mountain,
(I forget the name,) and spent the night in
a particular spot, would be visited by the
most unearthly and awful appearances, If
he survived these, and returned home again,
he would come either as a raving madman
or as an eloquent and soul-stirring poet.
He could not behold such sights and remain
the mere ordinary man he was before. And
true enough it is that there are some sights
which must leave their mark upon the char-
acter or the career of a man. It was the
sight of the changed and decayed face of a
dead queen of Spain which caused the gay
noble, Ignatius Loyola, to renounce the
Fleasures of the world and devote his life to
urthering the interest of the Romish Church,
To-day we read of a still more marvellous
change. But when we look at the sight by
which it was produced we can no longer
wonder at it. For it was a sight at once
heart-awing, heart-melting, heart-restoring.

What was it that Saul, the proud, strict
Pharisee, the zealous persecutor of the Naza-
renes, saw as he journeyed from Jerusalem
to Damascus ?

1. He saw the glory of the risen Jesus,

The narrative of Luke speaks only of the
light, above the brightness of the midda:
sun, and of the voice whose sound struc|
terror into the hearts of Saul’s companions.
But he himself has told us plainly that he
saw with his bodily eyes the risen Jesus, the
Son of God, the Lord of glory. He presents
himself as a witness to the resurrection of
Jesus (1 Cor. 15. 8,) and adduces the fact as
the proof of his apostleship : “ Am not I an
apostle? Have I not seen Christ Jesus the
Lord” 1 Cor. 9. 1. He knew that the
apostles preached that Jesus was risen from
the dead. He must have heard Stephen’s
testimony, that he saw “ Jesus standing on

the right hand of God.” But he had refused
to hear the former, and had resisted the
latter. He had set himself to withstand to
the uttermost the proclamation of such a
thing, and to persecute its witnesses unto
death. And suddenly that very One in
whom he had refused to believe, and whose
name he was seeking to blot out from the
earth, appeared to him. He saw the Lord,
the King, the Ruler of heaven and earth, yet
in the form, all-glorious, of a man. No
wonder that he could afterward write :
“There is a natural body, and there is a
spiritual body,” since he had seen in his
glory “Christ the first-fruits.” 1. Cor. 15.
23,44. But how awful was the revelation !
Let us imagine what would be the feelings
of a youth, who, after heaping insults and
injuries on some chance fellow-traveller,
suddenly discovered that this very man
was the person on whom his future pros-
pects depended, the one who had power to
enrich or to ruin him. Yet this can give
but a faint conception of the blow that
struck Saul. The discovery that he had
been utterly mistaken, utterly wrong, in the
pride of his self-will utterly rebellious against
God, that he had fought against the Messiah,
the Redeemer of Israel—this, to a man like
Saul, must have been the most crushing
feature of the revelation. No wonder he
was led by the hand into Damascus, a help-
less, Llind, broken creature. :

But this was not all he had seen.

2. He saw the /eart of the risen Jesus.

“l am Jesus whom thou persecutest.”
What a wonderful word ! The Lord was at
the right hand of God, far beyond the puny
efforts of the fiercest opposer.  Yet Saul was
charged with persecuting him. What could
it mean! Did he remember the words of
the prophet : *‘ He that toucheth you touch-
eth the apple of his eye?” Zech. 2.8. If
you touch the knob outside the door, the
bell inside will tinkle. What do you infer
from this? That the two are connected. It
you inflict pain on a single finger, the brain
takes cognizance of it, and the whole man
feels the hurt. Why ! Because the two are
indissolubly linked together in one living
body. And Saul, the persecutor, saw in
that hour the risen Jesus not only as Lord
and God, but as one with his people. He
saw that his heart felt all that affected them,
that he was moved with their sorrows, bur-
dened with their burdens, pained with their
pain, distressed with their distresses. No
wonder that the sight of that heart which he
had wounded broke his own heart, and that
for three days he “neither did eat nor
drink.”

But once more.

3. He saw the mercy of Jesus, ,




116 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BAN

NER.  [April 15

For the rebel who had fought against the
Son of God, for the wretch who had perse-
cuted the Saviour, the Redeemer of the
world, what hope could be left? Yet no
avenging bolt had descended on his head.
Nor had he been condemned to bear the
unending penalty of remorse. It shall be
told thee what thou must do.” Then Jesus
had not given him up! That lofty Oue,
that tender One, had a future fos him, a
future to be moulded by his own gracious
will.  And as that thought sank into the
heart of the repentant sinner, he turned with
all his soul and prayed to the Lord who had
shown him such mercy,

And so Saul was ready for the brotherly
greeting and the healing hand of Ananias,
ready to rise up, and, having received bap-
tism in the name of Jesus, to go forth, a new
man, and bear that name “ before Gentiles
and kings and the people of Israel,”

That Jesus whom Saul beheld is the same
now—the mighty, the tender, the mercitul
One. And all that might, all that tender-
ness, encircles forever those that now, as
helpless sinners, accept and trust his mercy,

Ver. 4: Prose, 10001, Ver. 5: Prose, 5510,

Ver. 11: Prose, 2234. Ver.15: Prose, 11845,

Ver. 17: Prose, 71 3. Ver.18: Prose, 6859,

... FREEMAN: " Vers, 1. 2: Jurisdictionof

the council, 718, Ver. 5: Ox-goads, 225,
Lesson Word-Pleiares,

With what hauteur Saul is riding out of
Jerusalem’s gates | He has been anointed
of the high-priest to visit Damascus.  With
the bloody hands of a persecutor, he will
feel all through the Synagogues after the
disciples of Jesus, and then mie them down
to Jerusalem, He journeys through Judea,
wearily toils over the scorched plains at the
foot of Anti-Libanus and nears Damascus.
With a dreamlike beauty, like a city seen
through the golden haze of enchanted sleep,
rise its roofs clustering into a great white
stone, around which is a green ring of rose-
scented gardens, traversed by flashing rivy-
lets from Anti-Libanys, The garden of the
desert.  Saul, the anointed of the high.
priest, is about to enter, [s he not spotless ?

the high-priest to
purify the infected Synagogues of Damascus?
He advances in pride, this flame that is to
burn out contagion. He will enter Damas.
cus in triumph, Without warning, in an in-
stant, O that glare from the heavens, sharp-
edged and cutting down the dazzled Saul in
confusion to the ground ! That mysterious
voice also, “ Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me?” Did Saul see the Speaker him-
self, the nail-marks in his hands and feet,
the spear-mark in his side, the thorn-marks
in his brow? It is Stephen’s master, the
Lord of glory, that Sau] is on his way to
Damascus to find, to bind and drag to Jer-
usalem ! The stones he saw falling” on

BEREAN METHODS,
HMints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,

Draw a map ot the region between Jerus-
alem and Damascus, and show the route of
Saul’s journey....Damascus, its location,
appearance, and history. ., Saul’s traits be
fore his conversion. . -The conversion of
Saul : 1. The divine eiements: voice, light,
appearance, visions, €tc.; 2. The human
inslrumentalizy—Ananias; 3. The steps of
his salvation. .. . The divine transformation,
(See Analytical and Biblical Outline)., , ..
Christ as’ revealed in Saul’s conversion,
(See Additional Practical Lessons.). .., Les-
sons concerning salvation : 1, The power of
salvation; 2. The breadth, extent of salva
tion; 3. The humble inslrumen(alny; 4
The results to the saved man; 5. The re-
sults to the world. . . . The worker for Christ
—Ananias: 1, A lowly disciple; 2, A de
vout man; 3. A man of character and repu-
tation, see Acts 22, 125 4. A man in close
fellowship with Christ, v, 13, 14; 5. An
obedient worker. .. -ILLUSTRATIONS, Go-
liath’s sword, turned from opposition to
God’s people to service ; Voltaire’s printing
press in Switzerland, afterwards used i
printing copies of the Bible : such was Saul,
turned from an enemy to a helper of the
Gospel ... .. Every village can match the
transformation of Saul, in Swearers converted
to reverence, drunkards to temperance, and
sinners to saints, by the power of Christ,

Refurences, FOSTER’S ILLUSTRATIONS:
Ver. 1-18; Poetical, 3861, 3864; Prose, Y521,
Ver. 1: Prose, 7131, Ver, 3: Prose, 1104

When Saul rises from the ground he pitifully
puts out his hands that others may lead
Mm.  Some one of the Lord’s people may
have said, “News has come that a perse-
cutor is about to hunt through Damascus
forus. Let us flee to that house-top near
the city’s gates, see how he looks, and when
he has passed, escap: from the city,” They
peer over the battlement only to see a poor
blind man totter along. “No need to flee
from him,” they cry. In that way the
haughty emissary of the high-priest enters
Damascus, Night now, night around the
persecutor, Three days pass without food
or drink, three days that are one long night,
three d uys filled with disappointment, shame,
femorse. Does he see the face of Stephen
in the darkness? Does he see the glare o1
that glory stopping him on the Damascus
road? Three days that have their yearnings
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for a better life. Three days when a soul in
the dark is crying out to God. Some one,
though, is hurrying along the street called
“ Straight.” Some one enters the house
where Saul is stopping. Some one that lays
hands on him, that calls him “ brother,”
that says Jesus will send vision and the
Holy Ghost. Touching sight, that blind,
humbled persecutor standing before the once
despised Ananias whose hands are on his
head. Instantly scales fall from his eyes.
Scales fall from his soul. He looks up, and
was face ever sweeter to the sight than that
of Ananias to Saul? That very hour Saul
feels the cleansing of baptism. Stephen’s
prayer for his enemies’ forgiveness has been
heard.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, BSQ.

HE/\RT CHANC Eb '
: '

NESS TO-JIGHT \\

DIRECTIONS. Make the letters in yellow.
Draw one heart in outline with red crayon,
make the other heart all white. From or in
the first heart let some words be written,
during the review of the lesson, that will
show the condition of Saul's heart before |
conversion. In or near the second heart
write such words as will show the state ot
his heart after it had been made white in
the blood of Jesus.

Primary and Intermedinte.

BY M. V. M, |
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| one or the other of these companies. Jesus
| is the Captain of the company that follows
the straight way— Satan of the other. What
| kind of a way does he lead? Show that his
ways of cheating, lying, disobedience, etc.,
| are crooked ways. Recall Stephen’s death,
| and tell that a young man, Saul by name,
Jwas there, and was glad to see Stephen
stoned to death. He hated Jesus and all
who loved Jesus. To which "company did
; he belong?
[ THE OLD SAUL.

Tell how Saul perse-
‘ cuted Christians after the
death of Stephen. He
thought this was right.
The Holy Spirit had not
yet shined into his heart,
50 he could not see the
truth. He shut the door,
| and tried to keep the
light out. We do this when, like Saul, we
| are busy doing wrong things. Point out
| Damascus on the map, and tell why Saul
| went there. He rode along with a heart full
| of hatred towards Christians. Which did
i he carry, the sword or the cross? Tell of
the bright light, and the voice that spoke
| from heaven. Lead children to see that
| Sauls cruelty to others was cruelty to Jesus,
| and thence teach that our ill-tempers, hasty
words, etc., do really hurt Jesus. Do we
| want to hurt and persecute our best friend ?

THE NEW SAUL.

Teach that Saul began to be a new man

as soon as he began to obey. We can

never get a new heart in place of our bad

heart until we obey Jesus., Tell about the

three days in which he could neither eat nor

drink. Besides this he was blind. Show

that while his outside eyes were closed, his

| inside eyes were just beginning to see, and
| this is what he saw—a sinful, black heart,
| and a holy Saviour ready to wash it clean.
This is what we see when we let the Holy

LESSON THOUGHT :  7he New Heart. | Spirit shine into our hearts. Yes, it was a
Ask what a captain is, and picture before the ‘ new man that could see these things, and

children, in words, two companies of people,

when Saul really saw them, God sent a man

one marching one way, the other in an op- J to him who told him to receive his sight,

posite direction. A little crayoning, if only
straight marks and round dots are used, will
help. Show thateach company has its cap-
tain ; each follows where he leads. Teach
that everybody, little and big, belongs to

A. D, 31,
LESSON 1V.—SAUL P,

Acts 9.

19 And when he had received meat, he was
strengthened. Then a was 8aul certain days with
the disciples which were at Damascus.

a Chap. 26. 2

and he did! Then he arose and was bap-
tized, and now God could speak through
him. Teach that we all need to have new
hearts, given by God, before we can see the
truth about ourselves or others.

e

April 22,
REACHING CHRIST.

19-81.
the synagogues, bthat he is the son of God.

b Chap. 8. 87.
&#°21 Butall that heard him were amazed, and

0.
&% 20 And straightway he preached Christ in

said, ¢ Is not this he that destroyed them which
called on this name in Jerusalem, and came
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22. Saul increased. Just at this point
belongs an event mentioned only in Gal. 1. 17,
18: the visit of Saul to Arabia, where he re-
mained the greater part of three years, probably
in communion with the Spirit, and in prepara-
tion for his great mission. For to Paul as an
apostle was given a work independent of all other
preachers, and even of the apostles ; that of pro-
claiming Jesus as the Saviour of Gentiles as well
as Jews This truth, and the vigour and inten-
sity with which he proclaimed it, accounts for
the persecutions which everywhere arose against
him personally, more than against any or all
others of the apostles, and also for the apparent
coolness with which he was received by even the
discigles at Jerusalem and elsewhere, to whom
this doctrine was not wholly acceptable. Con-
founded the Jews. ~This was after his
return from Arabia, and his reappearance in the
synagogue. The journey is not related here,
because the book is not a biography of Paul, but
an account of the Church and “its progress.
Proving. By the fulfilment of Old Testament
Seripture in the life of Jesus.

23. Many days. A long time after his
conversion, perhaps hinting at the stay in Ara-
bia. The Jews took counsel. Toward
the other disciples they felt dislike, toward Saul
they felt an unbounded rage ; not only because
of his sudden turning from their side, but more
especially on account of his Gospel of Gentile
salvation. To kill him. This they hoped to
do, because the local authorities were in Ielgua
with them. 2 Cor. 11. 82, 5. The truth does not
always meet with favour from the world,

2&, 25. Known of 8aul. Through the
very disciples whom he had come to slay.
W:Ltohed the gates. As only throngh the
gates could he expect to leave the city, they
watched them wit‘n officers furnished by the
ethnarch (or ruler) Aretas. Disciples took

im. Farrar thinks that this word indicates
that it was done, if not against his will, yet with-
out his full co-operation. Let him down
by the wall. From some house which over-
hung the wall, and just after the guard had
gone by, From the language in 1 Cor. 11. 80-
33, it would appear that Paul felt this manner
of escape to be very humiliating.

26. Come to Jerusalem. His return
was lowly in men's eyes, but in reality far no-
bler than his departure, three years before. He
assayed. From Gal. 1 it would appear that
this was a quiet and private visit, lasting only
fifteen days, and its object was to meet with
Peter, the leading spirit in the Church, Joined
himself. Unitetr with the disciples in their
meetings, which were conducted in private
houses. Afraid of him. They may have
heard something of his conversion five hundred
miles away, Anlf three years before ; but no par-
ticulars had been known, and they had learned
to be suspicious in an era of persecution. 6.
Even those enlightened by the Spirit are liable
to mistakes,

27. Barnabas. Named here as if a former
acquaintance of 8aul ; which was likely, since
Cyprus (the original home of Barnabas) was near

Tarsus, He had already shown a generous spi-
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rit (chap. 4. 36. 37), which had made him pro-
minent in the Church. Brought him to
the apostles. Not to all the twelve, but to
Peter, and James, the Lord’s brother, as repre-
senting them Gal. 1 18, 19. The rest ma
have been absent from the city. Deola.reé
unto them. Vouched for Saul, by relating
his divine call. Seen the Lord. One who
had seen the Lord was qualified for acceptance
as a disciple. Preached boldly. The best
evidence of his sincerity,

28, 29. Was with them. During his
stay of fifteen days he doubtless worshipped
with the apostles in the temple, and went with
them among the assemblies of the Church.
Spake boldly. Probably in the synagogues,
where he had met in former times. Wit the
Grecians. The Jews of foreign extraction,
generally of broader views than those of Pales-
tine. To this class he had himself belonged,
and he hoped to accomplish good among them.
Went about to slay him. Why Saul,
and not the rest of the apostles ! Because al-
ready he hal caught up the mantle of Stephen,
and was preaching salvation for the Gentiles.

30. The brethren. A name now first
used of the Christian Church. 7. Those who
have Christ for their Elder Brother should be
brothers to each other. They brotht
him. He had been expressly directed by a
vision to depart from Jerusalem (Acts 22, 17-21),
and therefore yielded more readily to the friendly
influence of the disciples. 'o Cesarea.
The provincial capital o} Palestine, on the sea-
coast, south of Mount Carmel. Here dwelt the
Roman governor, and here, a little while after
Saul's visit, the Gospel was first openly given to
the Gentiles. At (Efsaren Saul would per'll{bl
meet the evangelist Philip. (See Lesson II).
Sent him forth. By s{n’p, in all probability.
To Tarsus. See last lesson, note on verse
11. He had been absent from this place, his
early home, for at least four years; and here
he remained for a few years longer.

31. Then had the churches rest.
From persecution ; partly because the Jews were
themselves suffering persecution from the em-
peror Caius Caligula, 8. God tempers both
seasons of peace and of trial to the best interest
of his cause. Throughout all Judea.
The dispersion of the disciples had resulted in
Churches through all Judea, of whose history we
know nothing. Galilee. The only mention
of Churches in the province where the life of
Jesus had been mainly spent, and where we
should expect to find many disciples. Sama-
ria. See Lesson L, notes ere edifled.
Built up, not in numbers, but in personal growth
of character. Fear of the Lord. A rever-
ence for Christ as divine, and an obedience to
his commands. Comfort of the Holy
Ghost. The word *‘comfort” here means, in
general, the help from the presence of the Spirit
in every way afforded. Multiplied In-
creased in number, both as regards members and

Churches,
GOLDEN TEXT.
He which persccuted us in times past now
sdn?eglh the faith which once he destroyed.




120 THE

LA DS ‘::J’l‘ ll:i'{ Stand up ! stanq up for Jesus |
- soncher, v, Stand in his strength alone ;
:: : Busy n’::,;-?‘?”m he arm of flegh wilffuil you :
4. A Blessed Peace, v, 31, Ye dare not trust your owp ;
HOME READINGS, Put on the &ospel armour,
Af. Saul preaching Christ, Actg 9. 19-31, And, watching unto prayer,
Tu. His preparation, Gal, 1, 1.17, Where duty calls, or danger,
* His preaching, " Acts 17, 99.44, © never wanting there,
Th. His aithfulness, Acts 26. 19.32, " Book,
* His labours, Acts 0, 17.35, No. 679, New Hymn Boo LM
His sufferings, 2 Cor, 6. 1.10. Shall I{ l.‘or fear of feeble man, ]
His reward. = 9 Tim. 4, 1.8 he Spirit's course n me restraip ¢
. >, ey Or undismayed, in deed and word
om0 gt | el
il # Awed by a morta]’s frown, shall T
about three i Conceal'the word of God ;nnst high ¢
i Plgceu.-Damucuu, Jerusalem, and Tarsus How then before thee shall I dare
mEA;l;lr::’{ioni.—meiu"d meat—Any kind To stand, or how thine anger bear ¢
of food jg here meant, .s'trpng[hmai—After For this Jet men revile my name,
three days without food or sleep.  Certain days No cross | shun, I fear no shame ;
—A little while only. Straightway—From o All hail, reproach, and welcome, paiy 1
Persecutor he became at once & preacher, Jn fhe Only thy terrors, Lord, restraiy.
Synagogues—The places where the Jews met to QUENTIONS Fog HONE sTupy,
worship, roached  Christ—This should be 1. A Bold Preacher, v 19-22. Who way
- Preached Jesus, o AU that heara M’"'“’Ehe het What had ha; pened to him ¢ What did
'J‘ews, "“{”’”,Cl'”sm""' {k ”I'a’_df’f".’f{"'r he now do?  How id this show hig boldnesgs ¢
('h:r‘:‘)llﬂ “if””"l"';;f'_‘:::::}":;'- ;;;;cs'?,:;: mf‘r: What did the people think of him ? oW may
J o “eased —G = . B, e
mighty ag b continued preaching, Confounded | W, 3how boldness in Chnft‘n ! :
ghty I Y - A Base Plot, v, 23-25. What wag it?
the Jews— hey could pot answer his wordg, Who made it 1 2
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Why were they Soangry at him ¢

That this i vory Christ—That Jesus came as the How did Sau] escape from them ? oy is this
bromised Saviour of ¢)o world.  Aftey. .. -many told in 2 Cor, 17, 4o 331
flag.y—l)uring this period Sau] spent some time A Bul‘y .Pji'grim‘ V. 26-30. Whepe
in Arabia, G",' L 17, “"'{vth"" returned t‘f did Saul go 1 [Show on the map.] What diq
_Dﬂ’""ﬂ“""- Were fulfilled— "'k",l‘""“?d' Z;”"‘“ he try to do at Jerusalem ! How ywas he treated,
wungel—Formed & plot, To Kill him—7 1eY | and why? Whe helped him at thig time, and
were angry becauge they could not angwer him, how! Who was Barnabas ? Aot 4, 36 37,
as fn ""f_‘B"'CFm° lsnown. :ll"l:tclwldlhcyﬂm What resulted from thig visit to Jerusalem ¢
~To kill him while going out o the city, - 7y q Why and how djq Saul leave the city ! Whepe
o, 130 & Window overhanging.the &L | didTie go Why to this city? Aota 9). 9.
2 Cor. 11, 13, Came to Jerusalem—A¢ least ¥ lossed Peace, V. 81 Who had
th,":fsv’;' i‘;;ﬁ“;l"';a‘:‘::d 5"":2 ,.:';1. dl ‘o'[ft h{:‘iﬁ];‘: peace ? Frym what wag tln‘s rest 7 How' did
lll;l n;)t/henrl tb‘n‘;. heuhad bsodtng ‘s disciple of they use thig peace ! What four facts are given
d L i i ? i ]
Jesus, or had no believed it Brought him o | ™ this verse?” How doss the Gospel give peace 1

TEACHINGS OF Tug LENSSON,

the aposties -1 Peter and James, the Lord’s

brother, Gal. 1. 18, 19, ¢ was with them— How does lesson show—

They received him asa believer in Jegus, Spake L. An example ot courage in Christ's cayge ?
ldly in the name —8poke for Jesug ag boldly as he 2. An example of earnestneg in Christ's work !

had spoken BEAINSt him,  Agagng the Grecians— 3. An example of kindness toward Christ's

The .’o\\'s of foreign birth,
of Stephen and his own frionds,

Undertook Down to Cesarea—Aft
stay in Jerusalem,

vovage.  The churches rest—From
El{(;tc!l(i ~Were built up in the faith,
the Holy Ghost—The Joy which
brought, Alulh'/:linl«lm-ronned in

LEssoN nmym
No. 777, New Hymn Book,
Stand up ! stanq up for Jesng
Ye HO’!“('I‘H of the cross !
Lift high his royal banner ;
It must not suffer loss :
From victory unto victor:
is army ‘wil] he lead,
Till every foe is van uished,
And Christ ig Lnn‘ indeed.

NN,

who had been enemies
Went about—
or two weeks'
Sent him Sorth—By g goq

disciples 1

The Lesson Catechism,
school), ], What did Saul
converted ? “Stmightway he

—(For the entire
do after he was
preached Chrigt, "

Persecution, How was hig preaching receive( iy, Damascus?
Comfort of | The Jews tried to kill hip, 3. How was Saq]
the ‘Spirit | Jet down over the wall of Damaseus ¢ In a

number, basket, 4, What did he do at Jerusalem ¢ o

Jjoined the apostles. 5, What followed the cop.
75 & 6s, verson of Saul? The Church had pest from per.
1 secution,
‘ hl)n(:Tnmu, Smmmrms.—Christinn fellow.
ship,
QUENTIONS For NENIOR H'l‘l}ﬂnﬂ'l".
1. A Bold Preacher, v. 19.99, What
was Saul's occupation in  Damaseys 7 Why did
his preaching cayge Astonishment 7 Whgg doc-

trine did he preach ? With what effect ¢
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2. A Base Plot, v. 23.25. What mischief
was plotted against Saul? What is said in
Psaln 37, 127 To whom was the plot known ?
How was it spoiled by Saul's friends ?

3. A Busy Pilgrim, v. 26-30. Why did
the disciples fear to receive Saul? How was
their fear overcome? What was the character of
Saul's preaching? What opposition did it
aronse ! How was Saul's safety secured ¢

4. A Blessed Peace. v. 31. From what
did the Churches have rest?! Why had they
especially suffered in the places mentioned?
Wl;)elt was the character of the Church in its
season of rest! What success attended such a
life t

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS,

What duty follows the reception of spiritual
truth ?

How should believers receive a penitent sin-
ner!

What must those expect who speak the truth
boldly ?

When may the Church look for large increase
in numbers

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARNS,

What did Saul begin to do at once?! To
preach.  How did he preach * Boldly and with
reat wisdom. What did he compel the Jews to
clisve ! That Jesus was the Son of God.
What did the Jews plan todo? Kill him. How
did the disciples help Saul to escape They let
him down over the wall of the city in a basket.
Where did he then go? To Jerusalem. What
did he want to do? Join the believers. What
did the disciples fear? That he was not a true
disciple? Who finally brought him to the apos-
tles?  Barnabas. (Repeat GoLpN Texr).
What was Saul's great desire? To preach in
Jerusalem. With whom did he dispute there ?
With the Grecian Jews. What warning was
again given Saul! To leave Jerusalem at once.
For what reason ! The angry Jews were trying
to kill him. Where did he then go ¢ To Tarsus,
eight hundred miles over the sea. How did God
bless the Churches? With rest and prosperity.
WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,

Saul began at once to work for Jesus—Are you
doing all you can for Christ? Are you letting
Him do afl He can for you? Are you trying to
tell others what He can do? 1Is there anything
He wants you to do that you will not ?

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Young Christian.

I A Cuwistiaxn 1N FeLLowsnie,
Certain days with the disciples. v. 19,
““We have fellowship one with another.”
1John 1. 7.
1. A CuristiaN In Work.
Straightway he preached Christ. v, 20.
‘“Whatsoever thy hand findeth. ... with thy
might.” Eccles. 9. 10.
ITI. A CHRISTIAN IN GROWTH,
Saul increased the more in strength, v, 22,
““Grow in grace. . .knowledge of our Lovd,”
2 Pet. 3. 18.

IV. A CuRrISTIAN IN PowER,
Confounded the Jews. ... proving. v. 22,
‘“ Our sufficiency is of God."” 1 Cor. 3. 5.
V. A CHRISTIAN IN TRIAL.
Watched the gates to kill him. v. 24.
““Troubled on every side. . ., not distressed."”
2 Cor. 4. 8.
V1. A CHRISTIAN IN COURAGE,
Spake boldly in the name of the Lord. v, 29,
‘* Earnestly contend for the faith.” Jude 8.

ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONS,
The Evidences of a True Conversion,

L. A true conversion is shown by seeking new
associations with the people of God. v. 19.

2. A true conversion is shown by promptness
and thoroughness of testimony to Christ. v. 20.

3. A true conversion is shown by development
in Christian knowledge and power. v, 22,

4. A true conversion is shown by patience in
suffering evil for the sake of Christ. v. 23-25.

5. A true conversion is shown by steadfastness
under the coldness and misunderstanding of the
professed followers of Christ. v. 26,

6. A true conversion is shown by earnest la-
bour for the salvation of former friends. v, 29,

CATECHINYM QUENTION.

8. Does God preserve all things which he hath
made !

God preserves all things which he hath made ;
for he upholdeth all things by the word of his
l)()\\'t‘r.

In him we live, and move, and have our being.
—Acts 17. 28,

9. Do all good things which we enjoy come from
him ?

All good things which we enjoy come from
God, for * He satisfieth the desire of every liv-
ing thing.”—Psalm 145. 16,

The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou
givest them their meat in due season.,—Psalm
145, 15,

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK,

HE is a proud soldier to whom is committed
the charge of the colours. And yet the post has
always been one of peculiar danger. The stan-
dard-bearer is a prominent person ; he must lead
the way, and against him the hostile weapons
will be specially directed,

‘“And if my standard-bearer fall, as fall full
well he may,” says King Henry of Navarre in
Macaulay’s spirited poem. The standard-bearer
will give his life to keep his charge safe, and will
be mindful of it in his dying moments, On the
field of Isandula two English officers were found
lying with the colours well concealed beneath
their dead bodies, so that the Zulus had failed
to discover them.

Note three requisites in a standard-bearer. He
must carry the colours boldly—no coward-hand
can bear them ; humbly lifting up the flag and
making that the prominent object, not himself ;
persistently—not lifting them and laying them
down again, but carrying them to the end,

Our lesson to-day is about a standard-bearer,
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s s————

Saul of Tarsus had been chosen of God to hold a Hedley Vicars, came into his tent, the,)' were
prominent position in the army of Christ ; to 80 | startled by the sight of an open Bible lying on
orward ; to be fipst in daring and in danger ; to | his table, They did not, he tells us, *““fane:

carry the banner where it had never yet floated, | these new colours.” Byt he kept then
and plant jt firmly upon  hostile battlements,

18 passage gives us the beginning of his career,

t us notice ;

1. What the banner was, which he bore, We
SaW it in the last lesson, * He ig a chosen vesse]
unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles
and kings and the children of Israe],” In like
manner we read in the Old Testament that Moses
called the altar pe built after the victory over
Amalek “Jehovah-Niaai," ““The Lord my ban-
ner.”  See also Psa, 20. 5. Now see

2. How Saul bore this banner,

He bore it boldly, Imagine the scene in one
of the syna, S0gues at Damascus, The place is
filled with worshippers,  After the reading of
the law a man steps forward to say a ““word of
oxhortation " to the eople.  See Acts 13, 15,

e i8 known ag g ¢« H{du‘ew of the Hebrews,” g
striet l’lmrisec, zealous for the Jaw ; and it is no
Secret that he had undertaken the Jjourney to
amascus in order to lay hands on an whom he

eould find there of the followers of JVesus, who
Was crucified.  What wil] he say ! He expounds
the ancient pro, hecies, and shows that they
have been fulfi] ed—fulfilled in One whom he
calls the Son of God. And this Ope is Jesus |

he assembly can hardly keep in their amaze.
lnent ; they can Scarcely believe theijr ears. But
there is no mistake about it, Nor is this one
solitary confession of faith, Undaunted by the
Kathering Wrath, Saul repeats his testimony, day
alter day, in syng, gue after Synagogue. And,
Inter on, it i continued at Jerusalem among his
old companions, the **Grecians,”

He bore 4 humbly, 1t was the bauner he
sought to exalt, not himself, He diq not make
his appearance i, Jerusalem unti] driven out of

amascus, and though conscious that he was a
chosen apostle of Christ, (1 Cor, 11. 5; Gal. 1
12), he put forward no claim, but in o meek and
brotherly manper ‘‘assayed to join himself to | for older Christians : 1, T welcome young dis-
the disciples bearing their rebuffs and suspi- | ciples ; 2, To help young disciples ; 8, To have
cions with Patience until Barnabag came tomake ' confidence in young disciples, ete, .. - Duties for
all straight between him and them, Yyoung disciples. , ., The privileges of the Church ;

1. God's care; 2. Rest from trials ; 8, Growth
in grace ; 4, Comfort of the Holy Ghost ; 5,
Increase. , , -ILLUSTRATIONS, Saul's transforma-
tion may be illustrated by the diamond made b]y
divine power from the dark and dingy charcoal,

that of a little company of soldiers on guard
during the War for the Union, who sayw ap-
proaching a band of men in the twilight far
outnumbering their own force, They gave them.
selves up for ost, but when they saw the force
hearer at hand it proved to be a reinforcement
from their own army...,A traveller stopped at a
rude cabin in a lonely place, and asked for lodg-
ing. They feared him, but dare not refuse ad-
mittance, * They were fu]] of alarm until, watch.
ing him througga knot-hole in the Trrebroom
Where he slopt, they saw him kneel by his bed
in prayer. Then ¢ ey knew that they were safe,
i ..V{r. 81: Both the storm and the sunshine,

he did, and thoge that show then, steadily will,
by-and-by, be ready to bear them bravely,

But it" must be done boldly, Even world]
}wople are surprised to find a’ Christian shrink
rom confessing Christ, And it must be borne
umbly, He who is constantly putting himself
forward will not win many to his banner, It
is not my worth, but the worth of my master,
that I, if a trye atandnrd-bearor, shall be desirous
to show.  Again, it must be borne persistently
—not lifted up now and then, but carried on to
the end,

And herein lies the reat difference between
earthly colours and the leavenly banner, They
are but symbols ; this is a reality, Therefore
they must be guarded, while this guards the
bearer, and ensures his final victory, For the
name of the Lord **ghal] endure for ever,” and
*‘all kings she.l] bow down before Him ; all na-
tions shall serve Him.” Psa, 79, 1, W,

BEREAN METHODS,
Hints for the Ten

* Meeting and the

Draw the map of the Syrian coast, showing
also the shore of Cilicia, and locate Damascus,
Jerusalem, Cesarea, and Tarsus. ., ,Show the
Journeys of Saul in this lesson. . ., This may be
presented as, 1, The young Christian in Damasg.
cus. 2. In Jerusalem, 8, In Tarsus. ., . Saul as
the example for young Christians, (See Analy-
tical and Biblica Outline). .., The evidences of
a true conversion as here shown, (See Additional
Practical Lessons). . , . Find what is related of
Barnabas, here and elsewhere, ag an example of
the lﬂrge-hom-tellChri»tinn. «« Duties here shown

boldly at Jerusalem, Sent

3. What bearing this banner brought on Saul,

€ is 800n a marked nan-—one to be got rid

of at any price. At Dnmmcus, at Jorusulem.
his life js sought, The disciples " wateh over
his safety, anq convey him heyond reach of his
enemies. But the danger goes on to the end—
never ceasing unti] the standard-bearer is calleq
m victory home to glory. 2 Tim, 4, 6.8,

Lére is an example for all, Every servant of
Christ, OWever young, must bear His banner,

orward to carry the banner where it has hitherto
N unseen or unrecognized, Ope day, when
some companions of the brave young officer,




s

Ly o

April 29]

THE SUNDAY SOCHOOL BANNER. 123

the winter and the summer, are needful for the
growth of the grain. So trial and rest both
minister to the help of Christ’s Church.

References. FosTer's ILLUSTRATIONS.
Ver. 20: Prose, 7655. Ver, 21 : Poetical, 3863.
Ver. 22: Prose, 11146. Ver. 31: Prose, 8004,
....FREEMAN.  Ver. 25: Wall-window and
basket, 871,

Primary and Intermediate.
BY M, V. M,

Lessox Tuovenr. Belicving Leads to Work-

ing.
%,EVIEW. Print ‘“ A bright light,” *“A voice
from the sky,” ‘“ A heart made new,” and let
children tell all they can about each. Teach
that God loved Saul, and wanted him, so he |
called him ; teach, also, that God loves all alike,
and that he calls each child to belong to Him. |
To be tanght : 1. That Saul began to work for
Jesus right away. 2. That his love for Jesus
brought iim into trouble. 8. That his love for
Jesus gave him new friends, |
1. Recall Saul's question, *“ What wilt thou |
have me to do ?” Tell that Saul was a man of |
influence and position, and had come to Damas- |
cus to persecute those who loved Jesus. Now he |
had begun to love Him, too! Had Saul been [
right or wrong before ! Ask how we may know |
that he was wrong—by the spirit of ;mte he |
showed, and teach that knowing Jesus always |
puts love into the heart. When we have been |
wrong what must we do? Confess it. What
did Saul have to confess? Where? Teach that |
love led Saul to preach Jesus, and that without |
delay. Saul did not wait to get stronger or
wiser. If we are in a dark place, and see only
a little bit of light, we must go toward that
lli%ht. Then more will come. This is what Saul |
id. |

2. Recall the way the
| Jews treated Stephen, ask-
ing why. For the same
reason they were now angry
at Saul. Show a picture,
or .xplain how in old times
cities were surrounded by
walls, and tell how Saul’s
friends managed to get him |
out of the city. ach that Saul got into this |
trouble because he was open and manly in con-
fessing Christ. If he llm«l been cautious, and
waited for others to ses by his actions that he

loved Jesus, he would not have suffered thus.
Did he do right ! Yes, and we should follow his
example in openly confessing our love for Jesus.

3. Tell why Saul went to Jerusalem. He
wanted to see Peter. Ask why? A little while
ago he hated Peter, and wanted to see him killed.
I‘Fow he loved him, and wanted to be with him.
Teach that a new heart makes new feelings, new
friends, a new man. Saul was now a new man
because Jesus lived in his heart. Tell how the

| disciples feared Saul, and the friend he found

among them. What wonderful story had Saul
to tell to his new friends? Make a heart with
the word ““new” in the centre, Print ** Love”
in large letters around, and show that now Saul
loved both Jews and Christians because he loved
esus.

Blackboard,

e, SSpuL Now
Loving

WATING
PERSTLUTING PREAC HING
e

DENYING

s GHRIST

S N
& AND HIM o
o™ RUCIFIED N

Direcrions.  If you have coloured crayon
select bright colours, such as red, yellow, light
green, and white. Write SavwL in one colour,
the words under *“then " all in one colour, and
the words under ““now " all in another colour.
‘“ Christ and him crucified " should be in white.
Large letters look quite attractive by making the
upper half in one colour and the lower half in
another,

FROM HENCEFORTH
PAUL DID I MUST
ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE
PREACH CHRIST
AND HIM CRUCIFIED.

—,———————
LESSON V.—PETER WORKING MIRACLES.

A. D, 39,

Acts 9.

“W. 32 And it came to pass, as
& Peter passed throughout a all
< %(&uarten, he came down also to
the saints which dwelt at Lydda.

% & a Chap, 8. 14,
% o 4733 And there he found a
Powgn ® certain man named Eneas, which
hlii kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the

palsy.

April 29,

82-43.

#a34 And Peter s.id unto him, Eneas, bJesus
Christ maketh thee w!icle : arise, and make thy
bed. And he arose iniuediately.

b Matt. 9. 6; Johu 6. 8; chap. 8, 6. ; 4, 10,

&35 And all that dwelt in Lydda and

¢ Saron saw him, and d turned to the Lord.
¢1 Chroa. 6. 16 ——d Chap. 11, 21

36 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple

named Tabitha, which by interpretation is
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e s st L LT s, e as——. it
called @ Doregg : this woman was full ¢ of good EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL,
works and alms-deeds which she did, NOTES,

a

Or, Doe, or, Ro . ——g P - 8L.81; 11y, . 2.10;

a.rw.;offn"..'- TR ’ Verse 32, 1t came to pagg, Probably

37 And it came to {mss in those dn));s, that | while Saul was at Tarsus, soon after the events
oy

she was sick, and dje : whom when t had [ of the last lesson, As Peter bassed. Not

Washed, they Jaiq her in £ an upper chamber, hiding from persecution, but oy, o tour of inspec.

S Chap. 1, 13, i tion and Supervision, showing that wpit and

38 And "’"‘“",’"‘fh 8 Lydda wag nigh to 8upervision were recognized by the C{urch
Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter

T roughout aj] quarters. The Church
Was now extended throughout a]] Palestine, and
D.Or, be grimecs " | a8 far north ag Damascus anq An‘tio«:h. Ch'l]'l.
39 Then Peter arose and went with them, “‘l 9' ,He 'came ,:iolwn" 'l'r}(:m ':hehhlgh
hen he wag come, they hrought him into the | land of Jerusalem toot - '?w,p il . ﬂl.' '":‘
upper chamber : ang all the widows stood by lopllle ?a'mtr’é‘ P t"’r"'""e.' ”"p ied to
him wee ping, and showing the U8 and gar. | the followers o LA Tist very oten in the New
ments which Doreag made while ghe was wiih 1:“"""""' especially in t!‘," epmtlep. It meang
them, ‘Ihq Y, <:onstz‘crqted ones,” an( pomts'to what
40 But Peter g put them a) forth, and kneeleq ;}"“:”PI?E of Christ should. be. 1. God's people
A down, anq rayed ; and turuing him to the | have the privilege of holiness, At Lgd a.
ody § said, abitha, arise, And ihe opened | On the plain of 'Sl!nron. south of Mount armel,
o 6yes : and when gl saw Petor, ghe gat up, and about » dnya]ourney from J«rumln;m_.. The
oMatt. 9,95 5| Kingw 17, 19.08; 9 iy, 4. | church there wag probably foundeq by Philip the
2-36 ; chap 7, 60— Mark 5. 41 ;" John 11, 43. | evangeligt (Lesson ). 2 The work abides after

41 And he gave her hig hand, and lifted her the worker departs,
UP; and when he had called the saints and 4 certain man, This miracle i
widows, he Presented her alive, related, not as heing more remarkah]a than others,
42 And it was known throughout gl Joppa ; except in the resyltg which flowedq from it,
5 and ‘many helieveél llrl) the Lord, neas, l’rolmhl’y.' a disciple, since Peter wag

HR |

Jdohn 11, 45; 19, 13, . isiting the o} 8, but of n. rked char.
43 And it came to pass, that he tarried many | "HIting the churche " By, "ked o

was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring

h 3 4 acter 8o far ag known, Bight yvears., Se
&y ;"'Jf';'"‘},;"‘:dvl:'a’:ﬁl Sl’m;’a", !E':rtnmsm;y'lon-h that his cure could not be other than miraculoys,
8.—1 Chap, ) AR Sick of the palsy. Paralysis in many

GENERAL STATEMENT, aggravated formg g frequent in the Fast. 3.

The churches of Christ have now become o
Rumerous that gope Supervision jg needed, and
iof of the apostles, goes among them

bringing eucouragement gpg counsel,  Upon the
Plain of Sharon he pauses at Lydda, where s

. Peter gaid, Notice the difference
between miracles Wrought by Jesus, anq those of
his disciples, Peter is careful to show that the
Power is not of himself; while Christ invoked
1o name higher thap his owy, Jesus Christ,
maketh thee Whole, “Jesus the Messiah
healeth thee,” A proclamation of Jesus ag Mes.
siah and as Healer, 4. Christ can make the entire
man complete anq whole, Make K
Literally, "« Spread for thyself.”  Thug he would
give evidence that he was no longer helpless, and
needing the ministry of otherg, The bed wag
simply a rol] of matting or of carpeting spread
fpon the floor, Aroge immediately.
Showing an immediate anq a perfect cure,

. All that dwelt, Eot Meaning every
individual, byt the people in general,  Saw

ngers of the one Whom they mourn, are the him, Saw him after the healing, and heard oy
memorials of hep character, The apostle bids the miracle, nd Saron, The Rev. Ver,
them al] depart, angd alone kneels by the dead, | haq “at Lydda and i Sharon,” one referring to
The prayer, mighty iy faith, js uttered, and |, place, the other to the entire plain, between
then, conseiong of the divine Power, he speaks in Philistia ang Mount Carmel, urned
his Master's name, “Tyhjthy arise |" A flush the Lord, The miracle called attention to the
mantles the Waxen cheek, a thri]] Sweeps through Gospel, and thus led to faith ; and ag a result
the cold frame ; the 8pirit returns, t{;e eyes of | the Gospel became dominant through the com.
the woman, once dead but now alive again, oPen, | munity,” The Purpose of miracles wag not to
and ag ghe sees the unknown stranger, she riges, convince, but to awaken the interest of the

here is rejoicing as the saints and widows enter people.
tho room once more, anq look upon the living 6, Joppa. An ancient town on the gea.
face of her Wwhom they were Jjust mourning, The shore, from time immemorial the princti'pnl sea-
apostle tarries long infthe city where the wonder ort of Palestine, [t i now called *“ faffa,” anqd

a8 been Wwrought, and dwells with a lowly | fag about fifteen thousand inhabitants, A
workingman, whose house, despised of men, is certain disciple, The word means ¢ty
known of the angels and heloved of heaven, learner, " with especial reference to one who learns

enly he is summoneq to Joppa, nine miles away,
The beloved dim:iplu. Dorcas, “the Gazelle, "
whose Jife has beey fruitful of good works, is
dead, and the Church js jn mourning,  They
have heard of mighty workg wrought by the
agmstles, and it may pe that Peter can restore to
the widowed anq the poor thejr departed bene.
factor, Peter comes, and enterg the chamber of
death, not noisy with Oriental grief, but chas.
tened with Christian goppoy, Around are the
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by panionship with a teach 5. Every
follower of Christ is, by his very name, a student
under him, Tabitha....Dorcas. One is
the Hebrew, the other the Greek word, meaning
‘‘gaselle.”  Both names would be in use in a
mixed population ; and as names in the East are
given to represent traits of person or character,
this may indi that she was | 1 of beauty
in person, as she certainly had in character,

of good works. ~Her love to Christ
inspired love for others, and this led her to spend
her life in doing good. 6. Good works are the
outgrovith of discipleship. Almsdeeds.
Works wrought especially for the poor. 7. We
see here what a sphere of opportunity Christianity
opens for wqman,

37. Sick and died. 8. God sometimes
takes his people to heaven when, to our eyes,
they seem most needed in the worll. When
they had washed. According to the Jew-
ish custom of prepering the dead for burial ; in
this case an evidence that she was really dead.
In an upper chamber. Delaying the
burial, which'in the East is on the day of death,
in order to send for the apostle, Probably this
was a room upon the roof.

38. Nigh unto Joppa. Nine miles
distant, eard that Peter. They had
heard of the healing of Eneas, and doubtless of
other miracles, and had a hope that [»erhups
Peter could bring the beloved Gazelle back to
lif. Desiring him. The Rev. Ver. has
‘“entreating him, Delay not to come on unto us.”
9. ““Too late to send for a Phynician, but not too
late to send for an apostle.”

39. Peter went. Perlaps not knowing
whether his ministry would be to comfort the
mourners or remove their sorrow. ‘The
widows stood by. No hired mourners,
but genuine grief. 10 “This was the best
spitaph, the tears of the poor.”— Robertson.
ghowinx the coats. The tunics, or inner
gorments. Garments. The outer mantle
worn over the tume. ‘Which Dorcas
made. They showed them on their own per-
sons, not as relics kept for adoration.

40. Put them all forth. That he
might have the greater power in his prayer by
being alone. Prayed. Undoubtedly to Christ
for the restoration of the life of the departed
saint. 11. We may bring every desire to the
altar, and the Lord ‘will grant us what is best.
Tabitha, arisa, Asa Hebrew he spoke her
Hebrew name, He did not invoke the name of
Jesus in the miracle, because he had addressed
him in his prayer. Opened her eyes.
A sign that the soul had returned to its forsaken
tenement. Saw Peter. He was probably a
stranger, and she sat up in surprise at seeing

im,

m

41. Gave her his hand. A reassuring
token, and a help. Called the saints.
The disciples in the house, her companions in
Christian work, and the widows to whom she
had ministered. nted her alive.
The whole miracle was wrought with composure
and deliberation, showing a consciousness of
divine power. Thus the power of Christ over
the grave was again made manifest,
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42, 43. All Jogpa. As it was a la
city, not a village, as Lydda, it is said that all
heard, and that many believed, not that the
whole city became believers, Tarried man
days. Some think that this means a whole
year. 'With one Simon. A very common
name among the Jews, as nine persons bearing it
are mentioned in the New Testament. A tan-
ner. This would show that Peter had already
relaxed somewhat of his Jewish exclusiveness,
for the trade was considered unclean by the
Pharisees, and those who wrought at it were
required to dwell apart. A house ““by the sea-
side” (chap. 10. 6) is still shown as the home of
Peter, and may occupy the original site,

GOLDEN TEXT.
Jesus Christ maketh thee whole, Acts 9, 84,
OUTLANK,
. Peter at Lydda, v. 32.35,
. Peter at Joppn. v. 86-48.
HOME READINGN,
M. Peter working miracles. Acts 9. 32-48.
Tu. The paralytic healed. Mark 2. 1.12,
W. The cxcel?em woman.  Prov, 81, 10.81,
Th. Maintaining good works, Titus 3. 1-15.
F. Life to the dead. Mark 5. 21-43,
8. The resurrection and the life, John 11, 14.27.
8. The prayer of faith. James 5, 10-20,

Time.—A.D. 89, at the close of the last les.
son.

Places.—Lydda and Joppa, on the maritime
plain of Palestine,

Explanations.—Peter pussed—He visited
the Churches through Palestine, to look after
and direct them. 70 the saints—** The holy
ones,” the common name for Christians in the
New Testament. A certain man—Nothing is
known about him. Palsy—The ralysis, a
disease making one_entirely helpless, ~ Jesus
Christ maketh thee—Peter was careful to show
that the power came from Jesus, and not from
himself. ~ Make thy bed—A mattress, spread on
the floor. AU ... turned to the Lord—. leaning
that very many became disciples of Jesus,
Joppa—On the sea-shore, nine miles from Lydda.
Tabitha. ... Dorca s—One is the Hebrew, the
other the Greek word for ‘ gazelle.” Full of
good works—One whose life was spent in doing
good.  And alms-deeds—Gifts to t e poor, Laid
i an upper chamber—The large room of the
house, best fitted for the funeral. They sent—
Not sure that he could bring her to lifs, but
with a hope that perhaps he might.  The wid-
ows—The poor women whom Dorcas had helped.
Showing the coats—Clothing in general, whether
for men or women, is meant. Put them all forth
—That he might pray alone. Opened her eyes—
Her spirit came back to her body. Saw Peter—
Perhaps she had never seen him before. Pre.
sented her—Showed her

LENSON HIVMINS,
No. 773, New Hymn Book,

8s & 7s.

What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear |

What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer !
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O what peace we often forfeit, QUESTIONS FoR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,
O what needless pain we bear, Where did Peter work a miracle 1 At Lydda,
All because we do uot carry Where was L dda? Tyent miles from Jeru.
Everything to Goq in prayer ! salem. Who fx{ved there ¢ neas, who had been
Are we weak ang heavy-laden, sick eight years, What did Peter 8ay to him ¢
Cumbered with g loaq of care ? [Repeat GoLpex TEXT.] What wag Peter carefu]
recious Saviour, gti]] our refuge, to do? To E!" all the glory to Jesus, What
Take it to the Lord in prayer. effect did this haye upon the }lenple? Many
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee ? believed in Jesus, T, what place wag Peter
Take it to the Lord in prayer ; urged to come at once? To Joppa.  Who had
In his arms he'l] take and shield thee, Just died there ¢ Tabitha, a disciple of Jesys,

Thou wilt find g solace there, Who mourned for Tabitha ?  May poor people
QUENTIONN pog HOMK NTUDY, lw};om she had helped.'l What nlile’ut(;(r d;) when
89.a5 . ed into an upper chamber ? e knelt and
Petle.r 1P o\ty?ll:e?: ‘ﬁ"‘ ﬂga'o ;' }‘[‘!‘;,.3;:.',1"‘“;23.1,‘;:: vaye-d' Hat‘! l"eter power to work mirm:l'es?
was this journey ! To what Place did he comes iV‘l)'tnd‘Tll“ ,(’o‘if power vtvorlt(;.ng ithr;)ug'h h""i
By what name are believers in Jesus here called ? “Tla it e ‘,len“?;lyt rO“ ,a,dl,e“é, \wmnnd
What does this name show as to lheirclmrnclcr? | wrae):ﬂs BJ;I:F::! up m\,\'l?ntm‘:-:,q the l:egllx'ft"f)f
Whom did htfx find at [, «lfln,{ What did he | this miracle § Great joy and great faith,  Wheer
say to him ! What followe his words ¢ How did lid Peter stay days? At the ) ¢
this show Chrigt’s power? What ‘wag the effect é!‘ ¥ ?'.]H ty e any days? At the 10use of
of this miracle ? What is it to tury to the Lord ¢ ""u"'w‘:.;:"x‘"“ LITTLE PROPLE
Peter at Joppa V. 3543, What haq . o]
taken place at .lnpfn?‘! g What is gaiq of this / Peter worked miracles because he had faith ip
Woman's character ? What is said of the Chris. hrist, ol ol
tian’s duty in Titus 3, g ! What dig they do | This faith is believing—
after her J}cuth ! Why did they send for Peter ¢
What did he find when he came ¢ Why was
this woman so mourned ! What (jq Peter do?
What miracle was like this one ? Matt, 5, 41, 42,
hat was the effect of this miracle ¢
TEACHINGS OF THE LESNSON,
How does this lesson teach —

1. That there is power in the name of Jesus ?

2. That there is Power in prayer ?

3. That there is ower in }ait ?

The Lesson nteehhm.—( For the entire
school). 1. Whom giq Peter find at Lydda?
A man sick of the palsy. 2. What dig he say
to him? “ Jogug Christ maketh thee whole,”
3. What followed Peter's wordg 7 He became
well at once, 4, What Christian had died at
Joppa? A woman named Dorcas, 5, What is
said of her? She was full of good works,
6. How was she restored to life 7 By the prayer
of Peter,

DocrriNaL SlY(lG!STmV.—GOOd works,
QUESTIONN For NENOR NTUDENTS,

1. Peter at I, dda, v. 32-35, What wag
Peter's business at yddat What get of healing
did he perform ¢ By whose authority wag he
acting ? * What wag the spintual effect of this
miracle ?

2. Peter at Joppa, v. 36.43,
said of the character of Dorcas? What advice
is given in Titus 3, §7 What happened to Dor- ’ 5. 7
cas? What 'message was sent to Peter? What | VII RE.!Inn.'n'n Discrpres,
testimony of her good tlo:‘l(ls w;;s gi\'ﬂ{‘f;’) Peter ? A presented her alive, v, 41
How was Dorcas restored to life? Wy were T vt A Lo i n
Wwitnesses to her restoration ¢ Whet result fol. 5, 9o OTOW . ... turned into joy.” John
lowed this miracle ? Where did Peter make his o)

?

Not in Yourself, but in Goq,
Not in your way, but in his way,
ot in having your will done, but jn having
his will doe,
““All thiugs are Possible to him that believeth, "

ANALYTICAL AND g LICAL OUTLINE,
Plctures or D scipleship,
L Usirep Discrpres,
Peter passed throy, h all quarters, v, 32,
* One body in wrist.”” Rom, 12, 5.
IL HoLy Discrpres,
The saints which dwelt at Lydda. v, g2,
‘“Be ye holy in all,,, +conversation,” | Pet,

IIL. A Workixg Disorpre,
This woman was full of good works, v, 36,
“Filled with the fruits of righteousness, "
Phil, 1, 11,
IV, Ax UNseLrisy Discipre,
Alms-deeds which she did, v, 3¢,
“Lord. ., not forget your, , , -labor of love,”
Heb. 6, 10,
V. Sorrowiyg Discreres,
idows stood by him Weeping, v, 39,
*“Sorrow not, even as otb‘u. +++10 hope,”
1. Thess. 4, 13,
= is | VLA Pravixg Discirre,
What is Kneeled down ang rayed, v, 40,
““ Ask what ye wiil. +«.shall be done,” John

abode ? ADDITIONAY, PRACTICAL LEssoys,
PRACTICA LA TBACIIING!, The llIanllll‘ of the Gospel,
Wherein are we taught— 1. The Gospel innl:irea the spirit of unity,
The value of a usefy] and holy life ? binding into one brotherhood a]] who believe in
The value of o prompt and willing obedience | Christ, v . 82,
to the call of suffering and grief? 2. The Gospel inspires holiness, shown in the

The hope of a resurrection ? name ‘“ saintg" applied to believers, v. 82,
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3. The Gospel insgiras strength and health to
the body as an emblem of health to the soul.
v. 34,

4. The Gospel inspires thought and love for
others, especially of the needy. v. 36,

The Gospel iuspires deeds of helpfulness

and charity. v. 86,

6. The Gospel inspires such a character and
life as leaves behind it a fragrant memory. v, 89,

7. The Gospel inspires a faith and power
which is mightier thau death. v, 40,

8. The Gospel inspires a brotherhood which
counts all men alike before God. v. 43,

CATECHINY QUESTION.

10. What is God's providence !

God'’s providence is his most holy, wise, and
powerful preservation and government of all his
creatures and all their actions,

His kingdom ruleth over all.—Psalm 103, 19,

The very hairs of your head are all numbered,
—Matthew 10. 30,

King of kings, and Lord of lords.—1 Timothy

15

.Sul"ely the wrath of man shall praise thee :
the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain,—
Psalm 76¢ 10,

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES,
BY SARAH GERALDINA STOCK.

IN the last lesson we had the picture of a
standard-bearer. In this we have a very differ-
ent one—that of a shepherd. 1 suppose not a
moment would be needed by most young people
for the consideration of whether of these two
they would rather be. We should find the boys,
and, perhaps, many of the girls too, preferring
the first. The idea of a shepherd's life is that of

hing quiet, t , uneventful, and
undistinguished. The life of an Eastern shep-
herd, however, involved dangers as real, and
required ge as decided, as that of a standard
bearer, (see 1 Sam, 17, 34; Amos 3. 12,) and
perhaps a Western shepherd might be able to
say as much if he told all the risks that befall
him from darkness, from snow-storms and snow-
drifts, and from floods, in which shepherds have
actually perished, verifying, by illustration, our
Lord’s words : *‘ the gootlg shepherd giveth his
life for his sheep.” And every boy who will one
day become a father, and every girl who will one
day become a mother, besides the numbers of
those who are occupied with their own younger
brotherg and sisters or with the children of
employers, ought to take some interest in the
picture of a shepherd.

When our Lord would bestow on Peter a mark
of entire forgiveness, trust, and favor, he ap-
pointed him to a shepherd’s office : *‘ Feed my
Lmbs; feed my sheep.” John 21.15-17. It
was sending him to tread in his own footsteps,
who is the true *“ Shepheid of Israel.”

We have seen Peter preaching to large crowds,
witnessing for the council, bearing the “ reproach
of Christ,” pronouncing terrible judgments on
those who *‘lied to the Holy “Ghost,” and
settling wisely and effectively the dispute be-
tween the Helf;ui-t and Hebrew Christians But

never do we see in him the image of the Master
more perfectly than in the |panuge for to-day,
where we read of his pastoral visits to the flock
who had been scattered in the late persecution
instituted by Saul. Chap. 8. 8, 4.

Peter * went through all parts.” This was
like his Master. It was no great and striking
journey, no visiting of new and great scenes but
Just a quiet passing from place to place through-
out Ju(iea and Galilee, Wllli\‘h he Lnew so well,
wherever the.e were saints to be found.  Just so
had the Lord Jesus traveled from city to city and
village to village, seeking the *‘ lost sheep of the
house of Israel.”

But in thus passing from place to place he
came across sickness and sorrow. At Lydda he
finds a man bedridden for eight years, a poor,
palsicd, helvhms creature. At Joppa, he finds a
weeping multitude, bereaved of her who had been
their friend and helper.  Just so was it with
ouwr Lord. He passed in and out among the
toiling, the weary, the suffering. He was sought
of the sick and the troubled.

And  Peter brought help to the sick and
sorrowful. In this also like his Master. For
where need came before Jesus, there his mercy
flowed out. And the apostle, who followed so

ose that he knew his Lord's will, could pro-

nim the good news to the cripple: *Jesus

hrist maketh thee whole.” And even more.
Quly twice after our Lord had left this earth do
we hear of the dead being raised ; once through
the instrumentality of Paul (chap, 20, 9, 10),
and once through that of Peter. For this no
authority had been given after His resurrection
(Comp. Matt, 10. 8; Mark 16, 18). But once
through each of these chosen apostles he showed
that he indeed still held *‘ the keys of death and
hades.” And further :

Through this ministry of Peter life came to
dead souls. ‘“All that dwelt at Lydda and
Sharon saw him, (Eneas,) and turned to the
Lord.” This was not the result of Peter's
preaching. It was the result of his going round,
as an under-shepherd, to care for the flock, and
thus following in his Master's footsteps, And
herein was fulfilled the Lord's promise : ‘‘Greater
works than these shall he do.” (John 14, 12,) for
never had the Master been cheered in his daily
journeys by such large results,

Though each one cannot be a Paul, each one
may bear a standard. And though each cannot
be a Peter, each may do a little shepherding. A
little child may care for one younger than itself,
and thus grow into a tender, watchful shepherd.
Never mind if the work look small. * [ seem to
do nothing at all:" said a young nurse, * others

et through so much, and I only mind the chil-

gren, feed them, take them out, etc., and there
is nothing to show for it.” *‘That isa shep-
herd's work,” was the answer, *“It is following
in the footsteps of Him who called himself the
Good Shepherd.” And no other human pro-
fession has been honored by our Lord's adopting
the title springing from it as his own.

One who ‘“shepherds” will constantly como
across trouble and sorrow, There are tears to be
wiped away, and disasters to be set right, nd a
true servant of the Lord will love to be a he.ver
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and comforter of any, however poor and small,
But what about higher results? = Will the work,
say, of a young nurse, be followed by “many
turning to the Lord 1" [ was reading but the
other day of a lonely nursery governess, who
cared, as a true servant of Christ, for her young
charges. Her prayers were heard, and one of
them “‘ grew up to be valiant for the truth,” and
the means of spiritual blessing to many. But
what would her prayers have done if her work
had been neglected ! 1t is ours to do the daily
work ; God's prerogative to give, when and
where he will, the rich blessing,

BEREAN METHODS,
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the
Class.

Draw the map of Palestine, showing the Plain
of Sharon, lm-utiugJ«rusu]«-m, Lydda, and Joppa,
and showing the direction of Peter'’s Journey, ..,
Note in this lesson the characteristics of dis ples
in the early church, (See Analytical and Bibli-
eal Outline,). . .. The inspiring power of the
Gospel.  (See Additional Practical Lessons.). . .,
Peter's example : 1. Faithfulness in apostleship
and ministry ; 2. Interest in the Church; 3,
Faith in Chr t; 4. Lowliness of mind ; 5.
Bicadth and freedom of views, v, 43....The
nonument of Dorcas: 1, A monument of dis-
cipleship ; 2. Of love; 8. Of unselfishness ; 4,
Of industry; 5. Of the love of others. ... What
does this lesson tell us'to do?, , , ILLusTRATIONS,
Apostolic miracles, The cripple at the Beauti-
ful Gate. Acts 8. The cripple at Lystra,
Acts 14, The young man who slept in church,
Acts 20. The father of Publius. ~ Acts 28, . , .
Two monuments stand side by side in a church-
yard in Delaware. One is the marble tomb
erected by the will of a politician, (celebrated in
his life-time, but now almost forgotten), costing
ten thousand dollars, The other is a Sunday-
school building, put up and furnished at the
expense of one man, still living, costing about
the same amount. Which of these two is the
better monument ¢

LrssoN Troucur,

The power of Jesus,
INtRODUCTORY,

Who was Peter? Whom
did he preach?  Where had he known Jesus ¢
Had he ever seen him do any great works?
What power had Jesus given to Peter and the
other disciples ! Let children briefl recall some
of the wonderful works or ** acts of J esus.”  Tell
them that now we are studying the * Acts of
the Apostles,” and we shall see how Jesus was
still at work, though out of sight. Read, or let
children help to recall, some of the instances
where Jesus healed the sick and raised the dead,
as the cure of the man who was let down through
the roof of the house, and the raising of Jairus'
daughter.  Now we shall see what Jesus did
through Peter,

1. Point out on the map Lydda, where Peter
went when he was visiting the churches. It was
uot many mi es from Jerusalem, and some people
lived there who knew Jesus, See if children

SCH

( up in time of temptation !
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know what a aralytic is. Teil them that he
had been helpiess for eight years. Let some
child eight years old rise, and tell that as long
as this child had lived in the world, so long had
Eneas been sick, Read Peter's words to Eneas,
and tel! what followed, getting children's opin-
ions #a to why Peter healed him, Illustrate by
the case of a physician who came to a city and
did & wonderful ‘cure, Others would want this
same physician, would they not ¢
= & 2. Ask if children have
ever been in a house where
some one had died. De-
scribe the scene in the
house of 'Jorcas—the grief
of her friends—the many
people whom she had helped
and their sorrow. Tell that
SR e she had something in her
{ heart which led her to do kindacts, and let children
tell what it was, and from whom she received it,
Tell what Peter did, what he said and to whom,
and what then came back to the dead woman,
Teach that he spoke to Jesus first, and then
spoke to Dorcas, It was not Peter's power that
raised Dorcas, but the power of Jesus, working
through Peter,

8. Ask for different ways in which we ean
speak to our absent l'riemls—hy letter, telegraph,
or telephone. Tell story of little girl who spoke
to Jesus through the telephone, asking him te
cure her little hrother. He heard her and
answered her prayer. But we do not need tele-
graph wires or a ‘telephone, The prayer of the
heart, and the real faith in a living Jesus, goes
straight up to him. Will Jesus hear a child’s
erayrr a8 quickly as the prayer of an apostle t
'es, and he will answer Jjust as quickly,

Blackboard.
| BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ,
[

{
€ rrom 06"

BLACKBOARD ThoveHTS, How did Peter
work miracles? The secret of his
Jaith in Christ and prayer to Christ,
of power was in Christ, Prrer LOOKED UP for
help. He could do nothing of himself, but with
faith and prayer combined he raised the dead to
life  Let this be a lesson to every member of
the school. Look up in time of trouble ! Look
Look up for power !
Look up for purity ! Look away from self, look
up to Christ,
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LIBRARIES!

&1t will be to your advantage, if you want good, sound Sunday School Library
Books, to write to us for lists. OUR LIBRARIES ARE CHEAP.

DOMINION LIBRARIES :

No. 1, ISOVolumea, 16mo. .... .... $25 60 net
-+ 2, 100 18mo.. 25 00
-8 850 - : G 2780

LITTLE PEOPLE’S PICTURE LIBRARY :
50 Volumes, 48mo. .... . $10 00
ACME LIBRARIES:
No 1, 50Volumes, 16mo. .... $25 00
2, 50 16mo.. ¥ 25 00
EXCELSIOR LIBRARIES :
No 1, BOVolumes,ISmo X7 .... 815 00
2, 40 bt i LA T TI FON 14 00
s 12mo. .... ... ... ... ... 800
© 418 v ’ 9 00
MODEL LIBRARIES :
NollSOVolumes, lﬁmo .... $22 00
2, 50 18m 16 50
. 3 50 be lemo i )
ECONOMICAL LIBRARIES :

No. A,BOVolumas, 12mo.. ] $24 50

No. B, 60 .... 29 00

No.04 18 60

PRIMARY LIBRARY 40 Volumes, 18mo. .... L. 160

THE OLIVE LIBRARY :
40 Large 16mo. Volumes .... $25 00
No 1, 100 Volumos, 16mao.. . $25 00
2, 100 25 00
+ 6, 100 & .... 25 00

All the above mentioned Library Books contain many illustrations, are strongly bound, and
put up in neat boxes ready for shipping. These Libraries are giving great satisfaction wherever sold.

Be sure to send for Lists of the Books contaired in these Libraries to

WILLIAM BRIGGNS,
78 & 80 King Street Hast, Toronto;

OR,

MONTREAL BOOK ROOM, S. F. HUESTIS,
Montreal, Que. Halifax, N.S.




THE FUNK & WAGNALL 26 CHEAP BOOK PLAN,

A Description of the Books.

Clermen, can you afford, can the Public afford, to have this new plan
to publish best Books at 16 to 26 cents, FAIL ?

1. The books will be the choicest of new books, issued from now through 1883, 8o there will
be no danger of a subscriber getting a book he already has. Arrangen.ants are made with English
publishers for advance sheets of theiy latest and best books, Thus the poorest man, in the most
remote regions, can keep abreast with the literature of to-day.

2. Each book will be 12mo. in size ; clear type, good paper, and bound in signatures (not inset),
the same as cloth books are bound,

3. The books will be bound in heavy cover paper, with artistic design printed in two colours,
making the book an ornament for any parlour table,

The books will stand erect on the library shelf the same as a cloth bound book, TE TirLe
will be printed on the back, also on the side,

5. The 26 books will include no work of fiction—not that all works of fiction are bad, but this
class of books are already sufficiently cheap,

They will issue a book every two weeks, the entire 26 in one year,

PRICES.

The regulnr selling prices of the 26 books in this country would ag, egnto from $50.00 to
$100.90. Our price wxllpbe from 15 cents to 25 cents each ; the average wﬁ{ e about 20 cents ; in
all about $5,20, We will receive subscriptions at

$4_50§

for the entire 26 books, cAsm 1v ADVANCE, or if parties prefer we will mail any book in the list
post free, on receipt of the price per copy.

1. OLIVER CROMWELL : His Life Time, Battle-flelds, and Contem-
poraries. By Paxrox Hoop,—Price 25 cenpe

This volume is published in England at 7s. 6d, ; the retail price in this country is $3. We

ublish it, without abridgment, in leaded type and on good paper. More than thirty years ago

BAx'rON Hoon, the author of this volume, ‘attracted the attention of the intelligent people of

England, as a public lecturer and Jjournalist, He was one of the foremost men in England as an

eloguent platform speaker, He has always been a great favourite with English readers, and few
author’s names are better known there than his,

2. SCIENCE IN SHORT CHAPTERB, By W. Matmiev WiLLiams, F.R.A8.,
F.C.8.—Price 25 cents,

This book has just been published in England at $2.00, and the imported edition is selling in
America at $3,50, * My, Williams’ articles are ea erly sought for by the ?:ading]itenry papers and
maﬁuzineu of Great Britain, He is a leading and in ependent thinker, and often crosses swords
with the most renowned scientists of the day.

3. AMERICAN HUMOURISTB. By H. R. HAwg1s. —Price 15 cents,

The author is a distinguished clergyman in England, a graduate of Oxford Univers‘i{;, and has
written several literary works, He presents in fine setting the wit and wisdom of Washington
Irving, Oliver W, Ho) mes, James R, Lowell, Artemus Ward, Mark Twain, and Bret Harte,

4. LIVES OF ILLUSTRIOUS BHOEMAKERS. and a Constellation of
Celebrated Cobblers, By Wu. Epwarp WINKS.—Price 25 cents,

This is a most interesting book, written in a very popular style. Mr, Winks hag written what
everybody will love to read, The shoemakers of Ep and have always been remarkable for two
things : first, they have alwa s been in advance of other tmdes-peol?le in their love for religious
and political freedom, In a] movements in England for progress they have stood together ag one
man. The shoemakers of England have also been remarkable for their intelligence, umour, love
of honesty, and their hatred of all affectation and shams, From their ranks have sprun , more

from any other clasg of trades-people, men of great power and influence, The great Wesleyan
Methodist denomination owes more to Sme cobblers of England than to any other class. Mr, Wink
tells some exciting stories of some of them.

Address—

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
(General Agent for Oanada for all Funk & ‘Wagnall's Publications),

* 78 & 80 King 8¢, Hast,
Or— TORONTO
C.w. COATES, Montreal ; 8. F. HUFSTIS, Halifax.




CANON FARRAR'S NEW WORK,

THE EARLY DAYS OF CHRISTIANITY,

AUTHOR'S EDITION,

Issued in one volume, with all the Notes, Appendix, Index, etc., the same as the high-priced

edition, No abridgment whatever. Printed from the English plates.
CONTAINING NEARLY 700 PAGES.

Paper Covers, 40c. net; post paid 45c. Cloth, '76c. net; post-paid, 8le.

*“ It describes the deeply interesting events of the early days of the Christian Church, and
the state of politics and society in which the Church grew up. An account is given of thelives
and writings of the three pillar Apostles, St. Peter, St. James, and 8t. John, with an explanation
of their epistles and of the Apocalypse. The social and political conditions of the Roman Empire,
a]nd the relation of the Church Wit}l it, are treated with Canon Farrar's well-known learning and
eloquence,”

““ One of the most learned and ingenious, yet candid works ever written in comment upon the
New Testament."—@ood Literature. X

Library Edition.

In one large octavo volume, extra cloth
Fine Edition.

In two volumes octavo, Pica type, over 1,200 pages, extra cloth..............cooviiiinis $5 00
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