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T PROSPMOTUS
OF,

A WEEKLY PAVER,
TO BE EXTITULED

THE NEW-BRUNSWICKR RELIGIOUS ALD
LITERARY JOURNAL ;

ALEXANDER M'LEOD, Evitor.

—

Ix an age which with peculiar propriety is denominated,
S“TAR AGE OF IXPROVENENT,” and in a Colony of the Brt-
ish Empire, which is now fast rising wn tmportance, and in
which the means of knowledge ars increasing and taking o
wider rangey,—it has been suggested,—that as trae Religion,
sound priaciple, and good morals, are tho foundation of overy
thing that is trnly great and cxcellont in man ; that whatover
has a tendency ia a2, © tu promote these, is, tn & pro-
portional degres entitled to favourable conmderauon, and to
countenance and support from the Public. Periodicals, having
religious invtruction for thei¢ basis, have in other places been
found 20 be 2 moat eficient auxiliary to the labours of Gespel
Ministers, and havo greatly contributed to the diffusion and
spread of ths sacred and saning infuencs of. Religion, and of
.« whum_cvcr thing are true, just, lovely, and of geod report.”™

In compliance with tho earnest and repeated requests of per-
008 dup{‘y interested in this subject, and wuh an humble
hope that it may in some small moasure, at lezst, contnibute
towsrds vo desirablo an object, the preseat mork, though with
rouch difidencs, is intended to be undertaken.

The Now-Brunswick Relizious and Literary Journal, asits
titlo imports; will be occupied chiey with matter of a rehigious
nature and character, and s opportunity offers, with articles
oy fiterative and act , morals, domestic y, and gen-
cral information. In the religious department will be given,
choice selections of Memolrs and Biographieal sccouzts of
persons of different religions denomunations, who lhave becs
enmrinent for their pietr, and their literary attainments and use-
fulness ; wel! authenticated sccounts of the spread of wital seli-
gion ; cxtracts from Missionary and Biblo Socioty, and Sunday
School and Traet Society publicatioas and reports, &e. &e-
In making these selections and extracts, while a proper respect
will bs carefully chenished towards the publications and estab-
fished institutions of Great Britain and her dependercies, yet,
having the vast world before him, the Editor will havs no
hesitation in extracting from the publications of other countries,

1 bamay supposs o be applicable to the cir
of this and the nesghbouring Provinces, and that may in any
mesaire canduco to the ity of Rebgion, to the tsprove-
ment of Pablic Iastitations, and to the amechoration and un-
provemcet of merals.

That this publication will have a favorablo aspect towards
the doctrines which are taught, and tho discaphine which ts ex-
2rcised, among that body of christians, with which for many
years the Editor has been, and is now connected, may reazon-
abiy be anticipated ; but, that it shall breathc a liberal, catho-
e, and fueadly spint, towerds othu denominations of chnis-
tians, may with equal confidence, bo expectod,

" As there is not at preseat, citber in this or in te neigh-
bouring Provinee, 1n ¢ courss of publication, any work of a
timifar charzcier, it is presumed that tho Editor wall pot be
thou‘ghx to trespass upon, OF even to wnterfero with, any other
man’s Geld of labour. And as in a religioos point of vicw, the
cireamstances wnd the wants of both Proviaces are nearly, if
Dot quite similar to cach other, whataver may bo found sub-
stantially useful to the ono, t bo altogeth pplicabl
to the other.  If this:dea bo correct, it may not be conndered
ag ing too much, if & favourzblo concurrence from the
frieads of religion in Nova Scotis, be anticipated.

As uscfulness on the most extensive scale, 10 tho departments
Tlroedy mantioned, iz the printapal objoct designed in this pub-
tication 3 articles from any quarter, baring this object 10 viow,
well written, snd conceived in a liberal apirit, will bo carcfully
sitended to.  But, as the Editor will solely bo accoumtable to
tho pablic, for tho matter which it shall contaia, he mast 2l
ways bo umdcrsiood to bave raserved to umsolf, the right of
%c::';’ng hig own discretion upon tha articles whieh may bo

Txrx5.~—Tho New-Brunswick Religions and Literary
Joarnal, will be published Weekly, st The City Gazetto Office
ia Quarto form, on a Royal sheet, st 16c. per annuto, cxc!unv;
of Postage. Uzs half payabloin advance, the other half 1n six
zonths~—All arrearages mest bo paid bofore aay sobscnption
oan bo discontinued, except at tho diseretion of the Publisher,

Misisters of any dencmination are authorised and respoct-
fully roqueated to act s Agents. To any such, and to otber
suthorisod zgents, procuring and forwarding to the Pobusher
T vecponzible Subscribers, one copy will be seat gratis.

All communications inw‘ﬁn‘g fcts, must be aocomparied
with the proper nanes of the writer.

‘sho had scarcely two ideas on

___ BIOGRAPHY. ]
MEMOIR AND CHARACITER OF AMELJA GALE,
Who died lately at Swineshead, in Linconshire, aged
scvenly-tico years.

THE following Memoir was drawn up by the Clergyman
under whose Ministry this aged Christian was prepared for
her heavenly rést. It furnishes e remarkable instanco of
the power of Diviue Grace in the entire chenge of inveter-
ate babits, and the formation of & most cxemplary and
honoured churacter in the lower walks of life.

Conversion in advanced life.

Aureia GaLe was born about the year 1753,
and was about 72 years old when she died. The
carly part of hor history is not much known: she had
been married, but hafly been 3 widow many years;
and, at the time of hor death, did not know that she
had a single relation, ncar or remote, in the whole
world. Sho used formorly to gain her living by
attending fairs and wakes with 2 gaming-board, by
means of which she would sometimes win two or
three pounds in a day ; uotwithstanding which she
was, at that timo, generally poor, and never happy.

In this state of ignorance, misery, and sin did she
live, till withiu the last sixteen years—careless about
God and etornity, and scarcely knowing that she had
a soul : she had not ono single idea on the subject of
religion, and seldem or nover entered a Place of
Worship. But, about the time alluded to. she was
induced to attend her Parish Church; when, hearing
the Minister speak of that place ** where hope never,
never comes,” it pleased Gad to direct the words to
her heart like an arrow, and she went away thought-
ful and serious, and for the first time concerned about
her eternal welfare.  Being deoply convinced of her
sinfulness and guilt, she sought for peace of mind,
where only it ie to bo found, at the foot of the
Saviour’s crogs: the burden of her gudt was thus
removed: asense of pardoning love was oxperienced
in her sou!; and, from that ime, sho went on her
way rejoicing, proving that the ways of true religion
are ways of pleasantness and peace.

From this timv a complete change took place in
the habits and pursuits of her lifo ; thus affording the
most catisfactory proof that the change in ber viows
and feclings was genuine and scriptural, The ew-
dences of piety which she gave did not consist in
sords merely, or strong feelings: she did not indulge
vain ostentation, or loud talking on religious subjects :
no one was icss obtrusive. She knew when to bo
siteot, and when to <poak on these things: and,
though she could as clcu?y as any one, whenrequired,
give a reason of tho hope that was in her, yet hers
was rather the elequcuce of au humble, holy, devs-
ted life, and that was language which every body
could read 2nd understand.

And bere it may bo observed, by the way, how
remarkably Religion improves the faculuies of the
mind, and strengthens the understandiog, as well as
bepefits the heart.  Scldom was this moro strikingly
illustrated than in the inctance of this poor unlettered
woman. Beforo she wwas a partaher of true religion,

any subject; but, after

Divino Grace had changed her gem and her think-
ing faculties begai to be ex ployed, it is astonishing
how her understanding becamo calargod. 'The
powers of her mind were dsveloped and oxpanded in
a peculiar manner: so that she could give an opinion
on most subjects with the greatest pradenco and
judgment, and could converso in a rationai manner
on some points whero persons of education could say
little or nothing ; and 1t was no uncommon thing for
her superiors to go and ask her opinion in diffcalt
tgo benefit of her

matters, that they might have
better judgment.
Ardent Zeal to extend the Kingdom of Christ.
Having had much forfiveq,. she lovod much s and
the constant language of her koarp was—hat skall
I render to the Lord forall that he done unto me?
Her zcal in the causo of the Biblo and tho Church
Missionary Societics was unquonchable. These was
somcthing romarkable in the manner in which she

 first emharked in this good workg when a Missionary
Association was established, about ten years ago,
the parsh iu which she resided, and she heard of the
zeal of others in this &,'ood cause, and of the sacrifices
which they had made in order 16 contribute their
mite toward the support of similar Institutions, she
began to ask herselt * What can 1 do to promote this
blessed work?  Tea is my only beverage, and often
my only meal: it s not whitened with milx to be
sure; but it is sweetuaed with sugar: Iwill oy to
do without sugar.®  Accordingly she depnived her-
solf of this little luxury, and was the by enabled to
give u peuny a-week to the Bible and Missionary
T’und. From that time her Yo cireumstances
improved : the more she gave, the mwre she pros-
pered in temporals, and thus found the truth of the
Seripural paradox, There is that scattereth, ond yet
increaseth.  In due time she was enabled to doubic
her subscriptions; and gave regularly 8d. a month,
to the day of her death.  But this wasnot all: a hen,
that was given her by a neighbour, for her onn bene-
fit, was immediately dedicated to tho cuuse so peas
her hoart : and this hen was the means of producing,
for several years, nearly 20s. 2 year toward that fun.

But, not content with giving to this cause herselt,
she used every possible weans to stir up the zeal and
liberality of others* in her basket, by means of which
she gained her subsistence, she alwags carred o
Misstonary Box; and those who did not purchase her
ncedles and cotton balls were invited to drop their
mite into the sacred box : by these and other means,
she seldom brought less than £6 a year towards the
funds of the Institutions alluded to : this was prucu-
red, not only by great personal labour, but gencrally
by =2 denial of many personnl comforts. More fre-
quently than otherwise, would she give the last 8¢
that she had in the world, and nothing would pa.n
her more than an tntimation that she gave niure tian
she could afford. Indeed she felt it an honour to be
permitted to do any thing whatever toward promo-
ling tho causo of God; and, so far was she frow
boasting or indulging a self-complacent feeling fu.
baving done so much, that she was uften grieveu and
humbled that she did no more. God was pleased o
bonour her Missionary Labours ip a remarkabic
manner : many persons, in different and very distam
Fans of the kingdom, were stirred up by hearg of

ter solf-denying zeal to exert themselves more
tho cause of benovolonce than they bad done Lofore
and, even in Western Africa, a Missivnary Socicty
was formed in consequenco of an account of her
excrtions being read to a bedy of Christians in Sier.a
Leone : the ?Jommittec of the Boston Auxiliary
Bible Society presented her with a large and haod-
somo Bible, as a proof of their respect for the zeat
which she manifested in promoting the welfare of
that Institution: so traly did she find that Seriptural
promise literally fulfilied, T%em that honour me, /
will konour. So far from being impovorished by he:
romarkablo liberality, sho acwually died rich, in one
scnse of tho word : for she was not only cnabled o
pay all her debts and leave enough to defray her
tun=ral expenses ; but, when her goods were sold.
thero was a surplus of several pounds, swhich she
particularly requested was to go to the cause in
which, when Bving, she took so warm and lively an
interest. ,

Simple Dependince on God, and Faith in His
Promises.

She felt assured, that, when God promised that if
we seek first the kingdom of God and His nnghteous-
ness, all other things should be aded to us, He meant
what Ho said ; and she took Him at His word : she
ased to say, that, soczer than God would suffer her
to want, He would - :nd ravens to feed her; and
that He, who took care of the sparrows, wwould not
forgothor. Asapr  hathor confidenco was woll
founded, her wants were frequently supplicd by
persons ata distance ; #9mo of whom she ﬁa‘d mover
s¢en, and who lived spward of 103 “miles north,
south, and west of o place whers she residod,
Her landlord never anco appfiod far ber rent when
it was not ready; and often it was sont her by per-
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suns who were iggoran 10 circumstances, within
n fow days of its bocunlflfs dpo. Thoush‘so aged
and fufirm, she never at any time applied for paro-
chial reliof; but thought it her duty to use every
menns, that sho might not have recourse to that ox-
wediont.  And a few days beforo sho dicd sho set
«er seal to the truth of God's promise : she said—
1 have found religion to be perfectly true. 1 have tried
1t fur sixteen ycars, and it would not have supported me 1f it
had been false. I haye always found God true to His pro-
mises.  God savl, Bread shall be given—iwcater shall be sure,
and He hins made that promise good. His promises are uct
like man's promises, Yea and Nay, but they arcall Yea in
Christ Jesus.

Yet, with all this simple faith and confidence, she
was no onthusiast; she gid not expect God to supply
hor wants while she sat still doing nothing : sho did
not thus tempt God to come out of His way and work
a miracle for her. No: she used all the means in
her power to Yrocuro a livelihood, aud sometimes
went beyond her power; leaving the event with
God. Indoed her death was, humanly s}peaking,
hastened by undertaking an employment which was
decidedly beyond her strength, and her conscience
smote her for having been sumew hat too anxious on
this point: sho was afraid that she had not trusted
God enough, and therofore Ho had sent her this
affliction, Because she had taken upon hersolf to
provide : and He was now teaching her how insuf-
fiicient she was to provide for herself, and that she
might well leave Him to provide for her as He had
always done.

One effect of her trustin God was her remarkable
spirit of contontment : she was neyer heard to mur-
mur or complain, though sometines in the most
distressing circumstances : poots have often sung of
the Cottago ur Contont, and sentimental writers have
often given exaggerated descriptions of it; batifever
there was a dwelling of this description (they are
much more raro than many people imagine) it was
that which was the abode of this Blessed Woman.

Diligent Attendance on the Means of Grace.

Seldom or never was her place vacant in the
House of God, when health woald admit: the wea-
ther was no hindrance to her: whoever else was
absent morning or evening, ber seat was invariably
occupied; and it was delightful to see the scriousness
and attention with which sho used to drink in every
word of God that was read and preached in His
housc. Egqually great was her attachment to the
Written Word : as a preof of this,she actually learnt
t0 ReaD after she was 60 years old, that she might
read the Scriptures for herself; and, poor as she was,
she used to givo « litdle girl a penny a-week to come
to her cottage tobtoach her, ull she began to attend
an Adult School that was esiablished in the place
where she lived.

Delight in Prayer.

Her delight in Prayer, too, was very remarkable:
not only were her days begun and ended with Prayer,
but she was continually lifting up her heart to God
as she walked through the fields, and went with her
basket from houso to house.
£o out with her basket, without first kneeling down
and imploring a blessing upon her basket and her store.
Invariably did she bend tho knee beforo she left her
cottage for the House of God, and ask for a blessing
upon her Minister; and pray that the Word about
to be preached might come with power to her own
suul and tho souls of those who ere about to hear
it: and immediately after the Service she would
generally, if possible, walk home alone, meditating
upon the truths which she had heard ; and then rotice
agaia to her closet, to ask for the dews of the Holy
Spirit to descend upon the sced that had just been
sown. When any of her friends woro in peculiar
distress or labouring under bodily aflliction, they were
surc to have the benefit of hor intorcessions at a
Throno of Graco; and thero have been instances
whore she has spent the wholo night in wresting in
rmycr to God, inbebalf of her afiticted friends.  She

had also learnt that difficult lesson, to pray for her
cnemics ; and if there wero any in the parish who
were more ignorant, more profane, moro wicked, or
who ridiculed and opposed truo religion mere than
others, thoso persons were sure to have an espeeial
interest in her prayors.

Erpansive Benevolence.

Another remarkable feataro in her character was,
her Expansivo Benovolenco to others, in supplyin
their wants to the utmost of her power, and beyon

She skvER dared to §

hor powor.  She had, indeod, a large heart, in tho
host senso of tha word. Sho not only sympathized
with others in their afliction, bue if sho saw o poor
ucighbour in distress, she would froquently divido her
Inst six?onco hetweon herself and them, giving them
gonerally the largest share; and whatevor charitable
vhject was advucated in the Houso of God or else-
whero, sho naver thought of putting less than silver
in the plato. Al her neighbours bear witaess that
there was nothing that she would 1.0t do for them to
the utinost of her power : they considered her doath
a public loss to the {mrish and tho noighbourhood,
and several respectahlo people have expressed a wish
to have some article belonging to her, to keep as a
token of respect and affection for hor memory.
Lore to the Saviour.

This was the mainspring of all her zeal, and hene-
volence, and activity 1 tho Causo of God: and in-
deed, without this, all her religious profession would
have been no botter than sounding brass or e tinkling
cymbal. This was the theme on which she most
delighted to dwoll: her oye brightened, and her
countenance was lighted up with fmly gratitude and
heavenly joy, when the suffering, dying, blceding
love of the Saviour was mentioned to her: she
would clasp her hands, and exclaim with all the
fervour amr ecstacy of the soul, *Ok! what were
the sufferings of that dear spotless Lamnb for a sinful
worm like wme!”

T'riumphant Death.

Though a holy life is a much more satisfactory
evidence of the safety of our stato than a joyful death,
still we are not surprised to find that tho end of this
Blessed Woman was not only peaceful but trium-
vhant. Forsome time deah had had no terrars for
Ler: she had long looked upon it as a friend, to set
her at hberty from a world of sin and misery; and so
she found it to be when she camo to graﬁ)ple withit:
thesting was gone ! Her Saviour, to whom she had
apphed in the timo of health and strength, had drawn
1ts sting, and gave her victory over the Last Epomy.
Often was she 1eard to say, *Iam not afraid to die.
I loug to be with Jesus in heaven. Oh, if I had
nothing but an arm of flesh to rest upon, what would
becomo of me now ! Holding out her arm, * Seco,”
saidshe,  itis but flesh : and the arm of my Minister
is but flesh : it is well that I have somothing better
to lean upon, for that would be a poor prop in a
dyiug hour.” When sho first took to her bed, she
said she hoy, ' *hat the Lord would hear her prayer.
and that she would not have to grovel here any
longer; but that her bed would be the bed o take
her to her huppy home. Notwithstandiv_ all her
bensvolence, her activity, her zeal, and her good
works, so far was she from placing the least confi-
dence in them for acceptance with God, that she
exelaimed, ¢ Oh, it would bo but a dark passage, if
I had trusted to my ovwn merits!”  The day befere
she died. she said, *This is the grand point: thisis
the last conflict: but I am happy—I am very ill to-
night, but I am going higher. It will soon be over
—Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!™ She now
ound, that He, whom she had served, and loved,
and trusted in life, did not forsake her in her dying
moments. The dark valley was enlightened by His
gracious presence; and, to use her own expression,
she felt at that time *such a weight of her Saviour's
love in her soul’ as almost overpowered her sinkin
frame. She frequently callod out before she dic
“Welcome Death! O Deuth! where is thy sting?
Boasting Grave! where is thy victory? Glory to
God ! ¢ Oh,"” said sho, * this is a victorious death,
throngh Christ!"—and as far as it can be well ascer-
cd, her last words were, * In hoaven, the topmaost
stone will be brought forth with shoutings of Grace,
Grace to it! My notes in heaven will be Grace,
Grace ! Sho has now fought her last hatle, endu-
red her last trial, resisted the last tomptation, carried
the last cross, and tasted the last cup of sorrow and
aflliction ; and, before this, it has doubtless been
said to her, #Well done, good and faithful servant ;
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord !

A T T AR R,

DIVINITY.

A SERMON ON THE DANGERS OF YOUTH.
(EXTRACTED YROM THE SERMONS OF THE LATE
RIGNT REV. THEOLORE DEHOX, D. D.)

Text, Procerds vii. 7.—1 discered among the youths &
young man void of understacding.

Youth is the most important part of maa's life. If
we comparo lifo to a doy, youth is tho morning of it.

\ .

Tho facultics and the feclings aro then strong and
lively ; tho hours are favourable to activity, uud ho
who wastes thom in idieness or folly, will probably
find his noon perploxed, and his ovening destitute of
the swoofost ploasure of the vvening; a peaceful re-
view of thoday. Ifwe comparolifoto avoyage, youth
is tho timo of preparation. It is then wo must cilooso
our course, and provido the stores which may sus-
taig, and the monns which may improve or amuse
us en our way ¢ itis our fricnds Who should bo mado
glad, by scoing us well furnished for our destination,
and the crodentials bo obtained, which may procure
us sufct{, and favour, aud distinction, in tho vegions
to which we are bound. If wo cowpare lifo to a
year, youth is its spring-time, upon which the felici-
ty of all the other scusons depends. Itis then the
sceds must bo sown, and tho plants cherished, whoso
fruits may dolighs us in suinmer, enrich us in autvinn,
and sustamn and choer us when winter shall have ar-
rived.  Whatever viow we take of life, youth is its
most provious peried,—a period which he who suf-
fers it to go by unimproved, may afterwards bewail,
but can never rotrieve. The day may revolve, and
morning again return. The year miay elapse, and
other springs appear. Oceans may be crossed, and
the voyager may set out anew. But to human lifo
there is bnt one morning, but on? embarkation, but
one spring. Of the advantages which youth may
furnish us, wo must avail ourselves ws it passes, or
else bo destituto of them for ever. :

The pictures which the author of the books of
Proverbs has drawn, are most of them taken from
real lifo. Amongst them I know not ons more
striking and affccting than thut which is presented
in the text. In the most interesting, important, and
dangerous part of human life, there is scen * among
the youths a young man void of understanding.”
Before him is Vice, beckoning him with alluring
arts to her impure abodes. Behind him are advanc-
ing, obscurely indeed, bur with sure and rapid step,
Shamo and Remorse, and Misery.and Ruin.

OVér this youth I imagine angels and spirits of the
just looking down from the skies with tho most anx-
ibus concern; by his sido behold a father, with a
beating bosom and afuirewed brow, observing, with
unutterable anguish, tho destruction of his fondest
hopes. In a rotired cornor I see a fermalo figure. It
is a motber on her bended knees: sho is lookiug to
heaven with tears upen her cheeks; and supplicatiog
the Almighty to forgive and save her chll&). Gra-
cious God ! littla do the young know how great is
the interest thoy oxcite in hoaven and on earth!
Seldom do they consider how deepis the cup which
their conduet may fill, with wretcliedhess or bliss,
both for themselves and others!?

In looking round upon this assembly, ¥ behald the
gcater part of it in the mornirg of life. For them

¢ following discourse is particularly designed. In
it I'shall set before thom some of the qualities which
indicate in youth a want of wisdom and understand-
ing; and fondly flatter myself, that they will give me
that attention which a sincere regard for their
welfare may claim, whatever the discourse may
want of novelty in its doctrines, or beauty in its
dress.

Foremost among the qualitics whish mark the
unwise yoath, is a disregard of the vrinciples and
offices of religiion.  1¢ is religion swhich must elevate,
purify, and adorn the human charactor. Sent from
the court of hicaven by the everlasting Father, as the
minister of his best blessings to mankind, sho opens
to the mind the sublimest truths ; she brings for tho
heart the most precious comfortss she, pours upon
oux;‘?aths the brightest light; she conducts our stops
to tha highest bliss: without her aid the yourg man
cannot * cleanse his way " without her counssl ho
cannot walk worthily of his kigh faculties and desti-
nation; without her protection, he will be a proy to
his inexperience, a prey to tho thousand delusions
which lio in wait to deccive, and the ten thousand
vices which furk to destroy him. Manifest to all the
best guido of life, speaking in the name of the Al-
mighty, and secking’only the improvement and aver-
Tasting huppiness of mankind. where is tho wisdom
of rejocting her rounsels, and despising hor restraints 7
What is there of understanding in sctting at nought
the God who mude heaven and earth, and hath pow-
er to ¢ destroy both soul and body in helld? What
is therq of understanding in abandoning the alars,
at which our fathers have worshiped, and the sor
vice in which they found peaco and salvation?

What is there of understanding in departing from
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those privciples and offices of roligion, without winch
virtus in no encodrugement, sorrow has no conso-
lation .ociety can have no order, mun has no cor-
tain Lope 7 "The youth who coutemns rebigron, tndi-
cutes thereby a deplorablo want of wisdom: i
Judgens ;. at varie o with his best interests; st s

at varinnce with the o_pinions of the wisest nm} bcst‘

of wen; it is ot vorianeo with God ! “ Cease, my
son,” says tho wisest and bost of men, * to hear tho
instruction which eauseth to err from tho words of
knowloge.”—¢* Tho four of tho Lord is the begun-
niug of wisdom, and a good understanding have all
they that do'tiereafter ; the praise of it cudureth for
over.”

Another thing which makes the unwise youth is,
his ylelding dimself up to the allurements ojy vice und
Jolly. Tho young are surrounded with temptations.
Vice sproads for them snares s enticing ay thoy are
destructive.  In the city, in the rlaco of concourso,
they ar¢ exnosed to courses which are ever fascinat-
ing and ruinous. I speak not of tho ordinary vices,
into which thoy may ho harricd by the contagion of
a corrupt atmosphere. I have more particolarly in
view the extravagant, maddening riot at the wine,
the impure haunts of illicit pleasures; and those
graves of youthful excellence and promise, public
gaming tables. Dreadful is the demoralization, in-
calculablo are tho avils which are born and fostered
in their vicious resorts. Hence the ingenious blush
of innoeence is for ever dissipated, and the barriers
a,iwﬁnst iniquity aro thoughtlessly thrown down!
There are sacrificed and abaudoned the holy instruc-
tions which fell from the parental lip upon the

cuthtul heart, soft and wholesome us the dew of
weaven! Here the name of the Being whum angels
fear is rudcly profaned ; his laws, which carry the
most awful spnctions, are defiled ; and conscience,
the kind monitor which he has placed in the bosom,
is trampled under foot! Here we maysce the wreck
of genng, tho destruction of fortune, the immola-
tion of character, the dissipation of health, com-
mencement of disquietude, progress of “discontent,
weariness and despondency of soul, unrestrained pro-
fligacy, and the consummationof wretchedness ! Here
-—?ut I will proceed vo farther. Even those, the
frequency of the scones has hardened to their turpi-
tude, even they would blush at the exposure to the
innocont and wise of the criminality and debasement
to which they descend in their vicious resorts.  And
is not the youth * void of understanding,” who, in
the earliest and most important period of his life,
suffers himself to be driven into these vortices of
ruin? Reas¥s, when she is heard, proclaims the
danger. Conscience, could she be listened to, would
remonstrate und intreat. 'The shades of pious an-
costors descend : tho spectres of victims who have
beon led on to destruction in those paths, appear to
check the youth in his career, and turn him into the
path of safety. Yea, a voice is heard from the
throne & the Almighty, calling to him in the lan-
zuage of inspiration, * Enter not into the path of
the wicked, and =o not in tho way of evil men:
avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, pass away.”
But passion, not reason; blind inclination, not man-
Iy sense, govern his conduct. ‘There is nothing of
the grace or circumspection of wisdom in his steps.
Hez goeth to his sinful indulgences, ** as an ox goeth
to the slaughter,” or * as a bird hastenoth to the
snave, and knoweth not thatit is for his life.”  And
what will be the result of his {oolishness 7—* I'or all
theso things God will bring him inte judgment.”
“The cvil days will come, and tho years draw nigh,
in which be shall sag, I have no pleasuro in them.”
He will then look back with shame upon the profli-
gacy of youth; and lm})py for bim, if the Almighty
do not loave him in awfal judgment upon his ahuse
of the advantages of a Chrisuan education, te reap
w the last *tho fruit of his ewn way, and to be filled
with his own devices.”

Another thing which indicates a want of wisdom
and understanding intheyoung, is forming consection
of friendship.with unprincipled and profligate rcrsmw
—Sweet 10 the youthful bosom are the pleasures
of fricndship. Noble and unguarded is the frecdom
with which our minds and hearts arc then thrown
open-to those we love. And on this account it isof
vnspeakable importance, that the companions of
our oarly days bo such as may be worthyof our con-
fidence, and capab]o of promoting in us the qualities
and ‘virtues which exalt the buman charaeter. But
b{' Wing into intimaries with the vicious, the source
of gencrous joy, the spring of youth's most exquisite

|

pleasure, may bo converted into @ source of disep- ! and confort.  On him neither peace nor pro

patments and debasemeots.  For he wwho can
wrong hus God, who con renvunco the obligations of
relygwon and virtue, wha can disregand the feelings
of tus parents and virtnous connections, what reason-
able ground can thero he for confidence in him, that
ne would not wrong s fricnd 7 Bosidus, the influ-
ence aud exumplo of such an one are fatal to the
fawrest and hest prospeets of youtk:.  What does the
voice of wisdom so often Jament 1 over what is Ex-
perience so often seen shodding the tear of regret,
as the rums which are occasioned by evil company?
I seo an amisble youth, upon whom kindred aftec-
tion has fostered the fondest hopes: his talents are
good, the best prineiples were early instilled into Ins
busom by pureutal ussidusty ; and in a course of
munly and virtuous pursuits, he might be distinguish-
eod 10 socioty, und an oroament amongst *he works of
God. Ho steps mto the world.  The unprincipled
and the prothgate meot hun, and with all the eager-
ness of fallen spirits bent on mischief, resolve to make
him a partaker of their shame. His simphcity ren-
ders hun thew easy prey.  Withfair speech they gain
access to s hoart, and with guilty artfices they kin-
dle Ins passions.

‘I'hey take tum to the orgics of Folly : with bjind
infatuation he follows them to the hauuts of Vice,
and to the abodes of Pollution. His former pringi-
ples they now laugh to scorn: his bolduess in miqui-
ty they now extol and encourege: they draw himat
length into all the dreadful excesses of their own

uilt, and ho who was once like the young cedar in
hanon, fairand strong, aud promising much growth
and beauty, is now liko the scathed tree, shoru of his
glory, marked with the vengeanco of heaven, and
cxhrS)iting a molaucholy spectaclo of worthlessness
and untimely decay. Who sees not in this youth a
“ young man void of understanding 1" Ho has cho-
son those for his friends, who were destituto of prin-
ciple and virtue, and therefore were only capable of
promoting his dehasement and destruction. And
what s lus recompence for the sacrifices they have
led him to make ! Even to be reduced to the same
Jevel with thom, to be deserted by them, in all pro-
bability, when they have stript hiw of his virtue; his
fortuce, and respectablity, angd to be one day asham-
ed of them at the bar of the Aimighty, as the panders
of his vices, and promoters of his misery. +* My son,
if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.”” * He that
walketh awnth wise men, shall e wiso ; but a com-
panion of fools shall be destroyed.”

It is another indication of a * youth void of under-
standing,” 20 be wholly occupied about the decozation
of his person, ani the display of his external pomp or
uccomplishments.

1 m{d. in tho last place, that habitual idleness isa
charactoristic of an unwiso youth.

Idiencss at any age is the parent of vico and unhap-
piness. In the morning of life it is peculiarly inex-
cusable and suinous. ‘The youthwho has nothing to
do, will learn to do evil. Neglecting to cultivate the
noble powers of his nature, he will be drawn into
habits of dissipation. _

All the advantages of early industryin prociain
knowledge, fortuno, character, and esteem, he wi
forego; and he will,in all probability, be restless and
dissatisfied, a burden to himself in the hours of reflec-
tion, and 2 useless cumberer of the ground. Nor
can he find any palliation of his folly in tho plea,
that he fnds nothing to do. There i ever 2rough
to ewnploy uscflully the hours of every one'slife. Go,
cultivate and oxpand the noble faculties which thy
Creator hath given thee.  Go, callinto exercise and
useful application the powers that liec dormant in
thy nature. Go, scarch the pages of wisdom, tra-
verse the regions of truth, and by aequisition of
knowledgo lay the foundation of future uscfulness to
thy country and to the world. Go, seek the most
high God, thy maker, redecmer, and sanctificr.
Considor studiously what it is be requireth of thee,
in order that thou mayest spend wisely the hours of
this fleeting life. Go, bring to the habitation of thy
partents the reviviag fragrance of a name, and get to
thyself the habit in which thou mayest emulate an-

cls, the habit of industriously doing good. Go and
o this, and much moro that is cqua?ly obvious and
worthy of theo, beforethou complainest in apolo,
for thy indoieace, that thou findest gothing to d%.’
L’nhafpy the youth in whoso mouth is this delusive
plea - .
: For him, the best years of life wili -pass away,

spority,
noither public esteeir nor self-satisfuction \\'lil ever
wait; but m thewr steud, that contempt wlieh the
cominon sense of socroty fastens upon thuso wha
have no objoct or omployments and that wearmess,
dissatisfactiun, and self-repronchy to which the Al-
wighty in his justico genorally oxposes the mactive
With great propricty, therefore, Ixus oxperienco al-
wa{s recommended to the young a defimite pursuit
and diligent oceupaticn 3 and it 1s with striking and
apposite accutoness that Solomon represents ¢ the
field of the slothful” as the sume ground with the
*vinoyard of the man void of understanding.”

Bo induced, then, my young friends, to use indus-
triouxly the morning of your lives. Lot not yourat-
tention be absorbed, and your ambruon satisfed with
cxternel decorations and distinctions.

As you would avoid tuking fire-biands into your
bosomus, guard against adimitting to the near intuna-
cies of friendship the unprincipled and vicious.

With a discretion worthy of your rational and im-
mortal natures, * flee youthful lusts,” and avoid the
resorts of pollution and debasement. Above ullthings,
“ know you the God of your fathers, and servo him
with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind.”
Chorish for religion that respect which you would
cherish for the guardian of your race; and the ar-
rows which are aimed at her name or services, con-
sider them asaimed at the shades of your forcfathers,
and the doarcst interests of the world.

T hen shall the hearts of your parents be gladdened
with tho knowledge of your wisdomn apd discretion ;
ther shall the church rest upon you as her strong
and affectionate supporters; then shall your bosoms
bo filled with selgapprobmion, aud the peace of
God ; then, at whatever period death shall remove
you to other duties and other worlds, you shall not
depart prematurely ; * for honourable age is not that
which staudeth in length of time, nct that is measur-
cd by number of years, but wispox is the groy harr
unto men, and an unspotted life is old age.

~ggpe

Many attempts have been made to defino the term
Gop: asto the word itself, it is pure Anglo-saxon,
and among our ancestors significd not only the Dj-
vine Being now commonly gcsignatcd by ths word,
but also Good: asin their apprehension it appéars, *
that God and Good vwere correlative terms; and
when they thought or spoke of him, they were doubt-
less led from the word itself, to consider him as Tux:
Goop Being, or fountuin of infinite benovolence and
beneficence towards his creatures.

A general definition of this great first cause, as
far ashuman words dare attempt one, may be thus
given. The eternal, indepondent, and scif-existent
%oing : The Being whosc purpusesand actions spring
from himeelf, without foreign motivo or influcnce :
He who is absolute in domivion; the most pure,
most simple, and most spiriteal of all essences: in-
finitely benevolent, bemificent, truo and holy : the
cause of all being, the upholder of all things : infinite-
ly hap;;y because infinitely perfect; and eternaily
self-sufficient, needing notgiug that he has made.
Illimitable in his immensity, inconceivable in his
mode of existence, and indescribable in his eseence :
known fully oply to himself, becavse an infinite
mind can bo fully epprehended only by itself. Ina
word, a Beiug who, from his infizite wisdom, cannot
err or be deceived ; and who, from his infinite good-
ness, can do nothing but what is eternally just, right,
and kind. Reader, such is the God of the Bible,
but how widely different from tho God of most
human crceds and apprebensions.

Crargr.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE,

T e e e S e e e
SURVEY OF THE PROTESTANT MISSIONARY
STATIONS, THROUGHOUT THE WORLD,

1 THEIR QEOGRAPHICAL ORDER.

INERODUCTORY REMARKS.

Trosk fearful evidences of mosTILITY TO THE
CAUSE or aon,which we noticed in the Introductorv
Remarks to tho last Survey, have been wultiplicd
during the aSvcmr. Truth and Love are, indeed,
m:imfc.gtly vancing in their influenco on mankind ;
but Evil pushes itself forth with xaoro rago and ma-
lice and daring, as the Cause of God wins its way
toward assured victory. The hostile armies bave

witheunt furnishing the foandations of respectability

been long collecting,” and are not only rapidi
mnrshulli;g in the ficld, bit that dreadful 'onﬁ!::t o'}"
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Prnciples s actually bogun which wille prabably
suffor little pause till the enemies of the Saviour be
made His footstool !

Among the servants of God themsolves, perplox-
ities and divisions have been permitted to arise ; but
alroady wo sos these PEPPLEXITIS AND DIVISIONS
OVERRULED TO A Goon kD : while they have beon
permitted among the servants of God for the punifi-
cation of their motives and the huwiliation of their
hoarts, they should not damp their courage or chock
their zoul - thoy may deprive them of the counte-
nauce and support of those whe never added any
real strength to their body, and they way separate
trom thetr company for a season weak and mis-
judging brethren ; but, their vwn errors being recti-
fied and their depondenco on their Lord and devot-
edness to His glory becomn more simple and entire,
the heats of all tho faithful will be moro clossly than
ever koit to them—their difficulties and dangors
being more clearly seen and strongly felt, will be
boruo more unwoariedly in remembrance before God
m prayer—the dirocting aud sanctifying influences
of the Holy Spirit will be more earnestly invoked
for them ; and His blessing on every part of Missi-
vnary Labour will be more importunately sought,
mere confidently expected, more abundantly be-
stowed, aund more gratefully acknowledged.

That it pleases God to purify His Church by its
various trials in order to its more abundant and
successful oxertions in the Conversion of the World,
nay be iuferred from the NEW OPENINGS FOR La-
sour which are presonted: for, in the face of all
the dufliculties attending the work of God, that work
1s enlargiug 1tself on all sides. The movements of
Providence in reference to the two great Antichrists
—the Internal Corrupter, and the outw ard Fos—tho
Romavoist Usurper, and the Arubian Imposter—are
most uwakening to the thoughtful mind.  The work
of mercy so happily begun in Ireland—the foverish
condition of Portugal and Spain—tho rapid growth
of Christian Knowledge in France—the precarious
state of Austria—the blow which Popery has re-
cerved in .he New World—all theso things concur-
sing simultaneously with the shaking to their very
foundations of the two great supporters of the
Maho:edan Delusion, thy Empires of Turkey aud
Pervia, may well iead the mrost cautious and sober
Chyristian to conclude thut we are actually in a Great
risis of the World. Imwmeasurable Fields of La-
bour may be specdily opened to Christians by this
shakiog of the nations; aud, elready, the cry of our
active Societies for moro labourers and moroe Liberal
support is loud and presssing, because more oppor-
tuntties for labour are presented to them than they
have the moans of embracing. So vast are the
wants of the world, that, unless some mighty moral
change shall take place, afircting at once, orin a
short period, immense masses of manhind, the sup-
ply of Christian Knowledge which can be furnished
by all our Secicties will but create, as God shall
bless it, a demand for larger supplics. The follow-
ing just remarks of the Committee of a Bible Socie-
ty Auxiliary aro applicable to Missivns as well as to
xﬁe Scriptures—

The demand for the Scriptures is not diminishing,
hardiyeven in our own country. If, at the time
when the Bible Society began its operations, it
could bave beee foreseen what a prodigious somber
of copies would ho diffused through the Nation
within the ensuing twoudy years, it would have been
presumied that by this me the want and the demand
would bo noerly satisfied : but the contrary is the
prescnt state of the case. 4And this fact, whilo it
shews that there was such a dreadful destitution of
the Scriptures in the communtty as no one who en-
tertamned the worst surmises could imagine, proves
ulso that a quito now sentiment has been excited—
that a desire to possess the Hoiy Book has been
created and extended vo a wonderful degree. Itis
wost gratifyiig to hear, that the vast number of
copics 1ssued by the Bible Socioty has been so far
from sufficing to satisfy this desire, that the sale of
Bibles in the booksclling trade has been inereasing
i a paralle} and rival progress; so that, most
happily, the purest Chrstian Charity has drawn
Worldly Interest and Traffic itsclf nto a holy
alliauco. It appears the case has come to be, that
i can no longer content oach family, oven mn tho
humblor classes, T possess one Bible in thewr house ;
but that several of sts members are desirous of having
each tis own, especially those of them who aro

loaviny tho putarnel abode to try their separuto allot-
ment in lifo.

Thore is something grand and inspiring in the
viow of tho rapid and incaleulable multiplication of
Bibles : extending, as 1t is in the process of domg,

into tho Janguages of all tho most considerable|p

tnbos of mankind. We sco thus the testimony of
God, the dictatos of His law, and the Overtures of
ilis graco, taking, sonstbly and visibly, u posiion, m
numberless situations, where the consocrated vebuclo
of thein had never had a place hefore.  We thus see
thoe pEST BOOK acquiring, in point of number of
capies, an immenso supenonty over ovc:x other
book inthe world ; und placing itself by all tho good
hooks to improve their usefuluoss, und by all the
bad books to baffle their mali ni?‘. It is graufying
to consider how immonsumbfy far thoe number of
Bibles surpasses the number of copies of ony, the
most popular, infidel book m existence : and wo may
trust that the time is not very far off, when all the
copies of all tho Tufidel Writings, oxisting or yet to
be produced, will nunber but an inferior and dejoct-
ed multitude in contrast with the growing millions of
copies of this oNE Boox, which is destined to arrest
thew operation and overwhelm ther cause.

In preceding Roports there has becn a reference
to the rapid extension of kunowledge among the
people. 1fit wero ever a doubtful question, whether
the general acquisition of knowledge would be an
improvement of the condition of the community, it
is now too late to discuss it : the popular mind is
breaking loose from its anciont, fixed, rigid stato;
and can now no more be stopped or bounded in its
niovement, than the stream from the dissolving
snows and ices of a long winter, And if it bo but
too evident thatthe general prevalence of augmented
knowladge and mental freedom, unaccompanied by
the influences of religion, would be & portentous
change, so much the stronger is the argument for an
active promotion of the circulation of tho Scriptures
a circulation, which, by the way, could have nosuch
wide enlargement, but for the very circumstances of
the exciternent and change in the state of the popu-
lar mind. Reverting to the times autecedent to this
great oxcitement, by which some persons have been
50 much alarmed for the religion and morals of the
people, we may ask ¢ Was there then any eager
demand for the Bible ? Who were there—how many
persons in a thousrud, to inquire for it, or to care
about it? Were not the greater number of families
in the land perfectly content without having it, even
as a trifling article of furniture, in the house? Did
not millions of cach successive gencration pass
through life without any dissatisfaction that they had
never read, that they had nover besn able to read,
one chapter or verse? We see, then, that the in-
creaso of knowledge, the rousing of the mental
existence of the people from its long slumiser, brings
with it a proportional demand for that very thing
which is adapted to be the antidote to the evils to be
apprehended from newly acquired intelligence, in-
quisitiveness, and freedom.

The providence of God is therofore manifostly

ressing on Christians, by thess new openings for
our, the DUTY OF ENLARGLD EXERTIONS; and
our Religious Societies are beginning, as with one
voico, to rouse their countrymen to the dischargo of
this duty. Appeals, of this nature were recorded in
our last Volnmo—from the London Missionary So-
cicty, at pp. 153, 154—from the Baptist Sociciy. at
. 41]l—from the Scottist Socicty, at p. 412—and
?rom the Church Society, at pp. 512—514. But
theso appeals are not confined to this country : the
American Board of Missions havo recently pressea
this subject bome on their countrymen with a degree
of onergy, which may well servo to stimulate their
brethren on this sido of the Atlantic; as wifl appear,
not onlyfrom the appeal quoted at Bp. 565, of
our last Volume, but from the following extract
of the proceedings of the Board at the Eightecnth
Anniversary, held in Now-York, in the month of
October—

Tho Committeo appointed to report a plan for
augmenung the funds of the Boerd, made a roport,,
wheroupon it was resolved,

~That, in view of the great success, which has
attended tho messuresom lﬂy‘;ed for the propagation
of tho Gospel among the Heathen, and of the indi-
catons of Divine Providence favourabie o a mero
oxtenucd and “niversal appheation of these means,

and 1n view of the growing conviction respecting tho

chligation of Christians to causo the Gospel to bo
prouched and dissominated throughout tho world, it
appears propor that Spocial Appeals for Liberal

ontributions to this objoct should be made to
thase who possess wealth, or who, by the pros-
crity of their busioess, are enabled to do much in
its bohalf.

~That the existing operations, cngagements, and
prospects of tho Buard give occasion for a loud and
urgent call on its Satrons and friends for more en-
lwged liborality, than at ony former peried; and
that 1t is_oxccedingly desi.able, that so largo an
amount of funds should bo obtain¢d, as shall not only
Jjustify a gront extension of its operations, but like-
wise give such an impulso to the Public Mind and to
the faith and hopes of the Church, as shall essentially
promoto the progress of the Causp, and the fulfil-
ment of the Divine Predictions and Promises.

With regard to the othor part of the work assign-
ed, which ‘was to consider the extraordinary duties
that are devolved on the Christians of tho ‘present
day, with roferenco to Missions among the Heathen,
your Committee stato it as thoir unwavering con-
viction, .

—That the standerd of Christinn Benevolence is
far too low among all classes of tho Christian Com-
munity ; and that therich especially have, with somo
honorable excoptions, fallen in their contributions far
below what the Claims of the Great Hoad of the
Church and the Wants of a Perishing World demand 5
and that some efficient mensures should be taken to
increase tho charities of the Christian Public and the
funds of tho Board.

Some powerful incentives to cnlarged Liberality
were quoted at pp. 279281 of our last Volume,
from several eloquent Specches addressed to the
mombers of different Societics assombled at their
Acnual Meotings in the month of May: but this
subject is placed in a very striking Light in tho Mis-
sionary Herald, published monthly by the Amencan
Board. of Mussions, in demonstrating with what per-
FECT EASE THE CHRISTIAN NATIONS MIGHT SUPPLY,
IF SO DISPOSED, TRE SPIRITUAL WANTS OF TUE
worLo. In adverting * to the small proportion
which the money expended in Religious Charit
bears to that expended on various other objects,” it
is remarked—

Tho Annual incoms of the British and Foreign
Bible Society is thought to be a largo sum; and it
certainly is not a small ono; butit is but about a
NINE-BUNDREDTH PART of the Annual War cxpen-
ses of Great Britain, during several years of the lato
European Contoest ; and less then & THRER-HUX-
pREDTH PART of the Annual Interest now paid by
that Nation on its wur deht. If the sum anpuall
raised b{ the Bible Society were divided among aﬁ
the families i tho United Kingdom, it would afford
about Tex crxts (five pence) to cach famiy ;
whereas the amouut ennually paid, during a series
of years, for the support of the late war, was not less
than NINETY DOLLARS to cach family, and the pre-
seut aupual interest of tho war debt is TIrRTY pOL-
LARS, or more probably THIRTY-FIVE. to each fam-
Iy, Now it would bo as practicable, werk THE
PEOPLE SO INCLINED, 10 spend NINETY DOLLARS
ror EACR raxiLY through a series of years, for the
distribution of the Bible, the suj.pory of Missionaries,
the circulation of Tracts, tho Rehgious Education of
the poor, and other similar purposes, as it was to
spend the same sum for carrying om a war. Wo
would notbe understood as saying, that it would be

racticablo to bear both classes of exponse, to this
ull extent, at the same time : but, ia the nature of
things, it would bo as ensg for a great and populous
Nation to make a decided and vigorous demonstra-
tion of its power and its resources for the Houour of
God and the Salvavon of Bien, as itis for the same
Nation to mako a like demonstration of its power
in supporting a popular War, or defending itsolf
from a threatened Invasion. Nor would we be un-
dorstood to intimate how large a sum might bo wise-
ly expended, in the great asd stupendous process of
meliorating the moral condition of man; evidently,
however, a much largos sum than has over yot becn
dovoted to this purpose. The men of future times
will havo that Iargoness of heart and those results
of experience, which will cnable them to diract the
energics of wisor and moro enlightened gonerations
than.have yot lived ipon carth; to them may be lef:
the plans and cstimatg of that vast taoral machine-
ry, which is to affect tho millivns of the human raco,

(To be continued. )
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ANNIVERSARIES.

An improvoment in conducting tho Annunl M2ot-
ings of the various Sociotios isin progress. Such
as are hold in Places of Worship havo been usuall
oponed with prAYXR : some fow, perhaps, find a dif-
ficulty, from the diversity of sontiment in their mom-
bors, in adopting this sacred practice: othors have
hoon provented gy the seeming incon?uity of acts of
religious worship, with places usually oceupied for
vory difforent purposes, and have waited till the
very desirablo ohject be obtainoed of & Building ap-
propriated to Meetings of this nature, Tais design
is IiY(ol to bo accomplished at no groat distance of
tune ; but sevoral Societios have, on the {:resont oc-
casion, anticipated that poried, and have begun pub-
licly to invoke tho hlessing of God on their delibora-
tons. We cannot but rojoice in this : for every re-
turning year strongtheus the conviction that we are
fallea on timos of imminent danger, when the Great
Enomy is secking, undor his most subtle guiso of
an Angel of Light, o hindor the Work of God. Tt
is become, therefore, a most urgent duty, to offer
prayer, both in public and ia private, in behalf of ll
who incur the great responsibility of attempting,in
these days of susceptibility and oxcitement, to guide
the opinions and foelings of these large and mixed
assemblies, that they may not fall into the snare of
serving their own will while thef porsuade them-
selves that thoy are serving the will of God

SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY.

Forrr-seconp ANNIVERSARY.—The meeting was
held on Wednesday the 30th of April, at the London
Coffee House, Ludzate Hill; Samuel Hoaro, Esq.
Treasurer, in the Chair. Collection £3 11 6.

Movers and Seconders.—T. Wilsun, Esq.: and
Mr. W. F. Lloyd—Rev. H. Budd ; and John James,
Esq.—T. Challis, Esg., and Mr. Chauncy, of Now
York—and Rev. Beujamin Allen, of Philadolphia ;
and Rov. Mr. Williams.

Resolution.~That, notwithstanding the.number of
Elementary Schools established throughout the
Kingdom, a lamentablo degres of Ignoreace, De-
pravity, and Profanation of the Sabbath atiil pre-
vails; which in the opinion of this Meeting, no means
seem o likely to chock and remove, as the Religious
Instruction afforded in Sabbath Schools.

STATE OF THE FUNDS.

Recoipts of the Year. £. s. p,

Annual Subseriptions ~ - - - 15819 0
Donations R 235 7 6
89 0 0

Legacy R
Total £513 6 6

Payments of the Year £ s. o.

Bibles and Testaments - - - 684719 7
Elementary Books - - - 23 610
Salaries, Rent, and Incidentals, for 15

Monthsy - - - - - 199 6 2

Total £1078 12 7

Suvmmary Virw ap TuE Socierr.—This Socioty
was established in the year 1785.—Iis object is—

To promote the establishment of Sunday Schools
througiout tho British Dominions ; and to assist, by
zeatuitous supplies of Bibles, Tesiaments, and Spell-
ins-Books or Lessons, oll Sunday Schools requiring
aid.

At the Annual Meating of the last year, the Com-
mittes were desired to Rovise the Rogulations of the
Socioty, in order to its groater officiency: at a Spe
cial Meeting, held on the 25th of July, thoy present-
ed tho result of their labours, with the following noti-
fication—

Pursuant to a Resolution of the last General
Meoting, your Committee have revised the Regula-
tions oF the Society : the alterations whick they havo
to propose make no difference in the object and
leading plans of the Iustitution, but they chiefly con-
sist of tho omission or alteration of such rules as are
bocomo obsolete, or the adoption of such as are
necessary *o placo the Society on the samo im-
proved plan as othor modom Charitable Institutions.

Up to March 31, 1827, the Seciety had thus Lszed
835? Bibles, 118,924 Testaments, aad 668,939 Spell-
ing-Books and Lestons: in comoquence of the
measurcs adopted in the last year, tho issues have
greatly increased.

'IRISH S8OCIETY. }
81T ANNIVERIARY.—~On Wednesday Morning,
the 30th of April, tho Annunl Sermon was pronched
at Perey Chapel, by the Rev. Johu Bird Summor,
M. A. Probendary of Durham, from Mark iv. 26, 27.
Collection, £46 3 10.

On Friday, tho 2d of May, at One o'clock, tho
Annunl Mooting was held in Froomasons’ Hall; thoe
Presidont, tho Lord Bishop of Litchfield and Coyent-
ry, in the Chair. Collection, £50.

Movers and Seconders.~Hon. C. John Shore;
and G. 8anford, Esq.—Rov. Dr. Thorpo; and Rev.
John Peers—J. E. Gordon, Esy. and Right Ron.
Sir G. H. Rose, x.o.H. M. p.—~Rov. G. Hazel-
wood, of Dublin; and Hon. and Rev. Gerard T,
Noel—and Dr. A. Rennie; and Lieutenant Browne,
R N.

Sunmany View or THE Soc1eTY.—Receipts of
the Yeat, £1315 8; exceeding those of the Fifth
Year by £555.—Payments, £1305 10.—Districts,
26 ; Schools, 434 Tnspectors, 33; Pupils, 14,715,
Adults, 11067 : being an increase, in the year, of 13
Districts, 170 Schools, 13 Inspociors, 3762 Pupils,
and 2221 Adults.

i

SCIENTIFIC.
BOTANY.

——

“Some 1n & finer mould
Aro wrought, and temper'd with o purer flame,
To theso the Sire Ompipotent unfold
The world's harmonious volame, there to read
The transcript bf Himself. On overy part
They trace the bright impressions of His mind
As seen in tree, or shrub, or tendor herb,

Botany is that part of Natural Histery which treats
of vogotables or pleats as a science, and to facilitate
the study of them they ave divided into classes, or-
ders, genera aad spectes. There are reckoned, ac-
cording to the sexuul system of Linnzus 24 classes,
121 orders, 2000 genera, and about 30,000 spocies ;
besides almost innuwmerable varieties.

The generic charactors of plants are always taken
from the parts of fructification, and to constitute a
genus some prominent feature must here exist in
each species. The specific characters are derived
from various considerations; but chiefly from the
leaves.

According to the science of Botany, a plant is di-
vided and considered in the following mancer ; name-
ls—Root, stem or trunk, including branches; and
leaves. Flowers havoseven constituent parts. 1st,
the receptacle, or the basis upon which all the other
parts of tho flower rest;—2, the pericarp, or the cov-
ering of the seed ;—3, the nectary, that part which
secretes and contains the honey ;—4, the calyr, or
the exterior part of the flower ;—S5, the corrolla the
interior leaves of the flower ;—6, the stamen, the or-
gan for preparing the farina;—and 7, the pistil,
whichis tio organ for the reception of the farina or
pollen. A knowledge of the different parts of a
plant, which by the way are very numerous, in all
their various forms and modifications, is tho great
aim of tho botanist.

The great and all-wise Creator has made nothing
in vain. Every plant bowevor obscure and unim-
portant it may appear to our dull af)prehensicn, is
created for some purpose. Some plants are made
subservient to the wants of men._jn dict ; some fur-
nish timber for our dwellings ; some provide us
materials for clothing ; others dre used for medicinal
purposes—for ornament, and in a thousnnd other
ways. The leaves of plants, besides furnishing a
refreshing shade, are found 1o exhale oxygen gas,
or vital air, which sustains animal life, and with-
ount which wo should all immediately die. We
seo, therefore, that thero is nothing created in
vain. Without vegctables animals could not exist,
they would all die ugh hunger ; so that wo may
consider the whole animal! creation sustained and
suPlPorted by the vegetable k;xggdom.

he world may be considered as one vest Botaai-
cal garden, beautificd and adorned with every thing
that is pleasing to tho eye and delicions to the tasto
~—where man, unliko our first Parents, is pormi’ od
to handle and eat of fruit.  Our indulgent Cre-
ator has not only created us rational and intelligent
beings, capable of loving and serving bim-—he has
not only provided us with conteniencies; but ho has
done thing thatcan render us heppy here, and

furnished means for our happiness heroattor. Ho has

carpoted the earth with green, the most pleasing col-
or to the oye, for our accommodation, and stretched
out tho heavens, in all their beautiful array, asa con-
ovy over our heads. The tall oak of the forest gen-
tly waves to the passing breezo and whispers praise
to IHim who mado it, whilo the less stutely but more
usoful treos cover the hills and plains, and furnish us
with delicious fruit.  In whatever direction we turn
our eyes we find ohjects to rogale the senses, aud lead
our thoughts to Him who sustains and preserves ull
things.—Zions Herald.

MISCELLANY.
ENERGY OF CHARACTER.

Teis tho great duty of man to be active. Posses-
sing talents capable of endless improvement, and
surrcunded with objects, on whose present mterest
aud future dustiny he may oxert an important milu-
ence, ho is urged by evory personal consideratiun, by
the voice of humanity and the voice of God, to du,
with his might, whatever is presented in s spheve
of action. His usefulness in life, hic own improve-
ment and distinctivn, ahko demand his active oxer-
tions. Whatever he the object of his pursuit, is to
be gained, not by indolent repose, but by noble and
vigorous enterprise.

Superior nutural endowments can never crown
the indolent with the lnurels of distinction. Their
lustro may dazzle for 4 momeut—the youth of bril-
liant talents may oxcite admiration and give Jatter-
ing hopes of future greatness ; but unless correspond-
ing energy and zeal distinguish his riper years, ho
will blastthe expectations of Ius fri~nds, and go down
with the maltitude to the shades of oblivion. Give
the youth not only talents and the meaus of bewg
distinguished in life, but let hun bave an ardent de-
sire for celebrity, and in the height of entbusiasm re-
solve to attain 1t, sull, Jf he lack that firmn deetsiun,
that intrepid energy of character, wluch, annd difil-
culty and danger, leads the hero on to conquest, lu>
talents, his advuatages and resolves, can never crowu
him with success. Not the superior powers, not the
plans and purposes of the great alone, but thesr vi-
gorons and unwearied exertions, have led them to
those attainments, which excite the approbation and
applause of the world.

tis that firmuess of purpose—that ardour of soul,
which shrinks at no discouragement, startles 2t no
false alarm, but with an eye steadily fixed on thy
object of pursuit, marks its way with resistless ener-
gy to that attainment. It is this that elevates the
character of man, and gives him * areputation and
a name,” which will descend to distant geucrations.
It is the want of this that hides in obscunty, or sinks
in ignominy and disgrace, many who might bave
becr conspicuous ornaments of thesrcountry.  Therr
breasts may have irobbed with desires for usefulness
and distinctions and amid convictions of duty and
prospects of success, thoymay have resolved to per-
severe. But, ficklo as the wind, they suffered vbjocts
of tho greatest importance to sink into comparison
with the gross indulgence of the moment, and then
vainly prefer the latter.

Viow the man who has besn nursed in the lap of
indolence, or the youth attracted by her charms.—
Whilo ho reflects upon the pleasures which will at-
tend the pursuit of some worthy object, and the re-
wards which will firally crowa lus exertions, he re-
solves tq go forward. But he delaygs to execute by
purpose. He casts a lingering look at the sensual
pleasures and reposo, whickh wmust, if he proceed, he
relinquished—dwells upon the difficulties and hard-
ships which be must encounter—the numerous tols
and excrtions necessary to accomphal: tus object, and
again contewplates the mighty task, It swells 1o
his 1ma§mntion, until every object which threatens
toretard his progress, appears insurmountable. - The
mole hill becomes a mountain: and tho very sha-
dows of the grove which border his course, are trans-
formed iuto an impenctrable forest. He shrinks
from hisdesign, and exclaims, My efforts aro vain,
I vill not sacrifice my ease, my pleasures and amase-
ments, and endure such toils and hardships. No, not
if T might command & scoptre or & crown.” Thus
ho rolinquishes his object—gives up his hopes of dis-
tinction s an idle droam, aud romains to reap the re-
ward of sloth and stupidity.

Such is notthe man who possesses true energy of
charactor. He not only resolves, but executes.—
When duty and interest point out his course, instead
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of cunwlung lis case, ho culls into, activn: overy
cuergy of his soul—bursts the delusive chains of in-
doleaee, and marches forward, with undeviatng stap,
to the attaizmpnt of his ubjoct.  is attention is not
diverred by evory trlhing ncident, nor lus purpose
shiken by the creations of faney. 1€ ho meots an
vbstacle as he advuuces, he inunediately encountors
it, and gains fresh vigour from the conquest.  Foes,
which he onee imngised invineible, now fly bofore
him, nll a1 lougth, he gains the field intriumph.  ‘To
whatover ohjects tus eflurts aro directed, he does not
labour iu vain.  IF bo onguges in the cause of hu-
manity, and labpurs to mehorate the comistion of hus
raco, he becomes eminently distinguished as the bo-
nefictor of mankind, If a patmot, he is enrolled
among the deliverers of his countey.  If he ranges
the more elevated fields of letorature and science,
s owa pen shall record his attamments, and futere
ages veneratohis worth.

‘I'his teait of character is not anly indisponsible to
celebrity in any purswt which should engago our at-
tention, but is productive of plcasures and enjoy-
meuts which the inactive and indolent can never ro-
alize. Need we mention the pleasures which the
acnve enjoy white in the pursuit of their object, and
wlich, alone, are an awmple compensation for all
their lubours ! Need we mention the pleasures of
success, the joys of actrne benevolence, and the pure
delights which flow from morat and intellectual ex-
celle iee?  Look at the active man after ho bas pas-
sed the moridian of hfe. YWhat are his enjoyments?
What are bis consolations?  1f lus motives of action
have been pure, he has, at least, one soureo of con-
solation,w hich infimtely exceeds all the pleasures of
senso. {t is thoreflecton of having done his duty—
of having ucted well his part on the theatro of fife.
"This will give him that support, that joy and conso-
lation in his declining years, which neither titles,
nor honours, nor wiumphs cen bestovs.

B« these are not the pleasures of the man who
has speat his days inindolence. Ho finds no de-
fight in reviewing the past. 1his whole life is one
gloomy waste, where vo plant ever flourished—no
flower blessomed—no fruit matured. Nothing is
scen, but monuments of folly and disgraco. ilis
talents have been wasted—his timo, his advantages
misimproved—aud his reputation blasted for evor.—
His consolation is the dismal picture of the pass, and
the still more dismal picture of the future.

How mifhty are the motives which urges us to
activity and oxertion, oven if wo limit our views to
the present life. }How nccessary are a firmuess of
})urpose and an cnergy of mind, to thoattainmont of

mman, knowledge, the improvement of human intel-

leet, and to success in every worldly enterprise!  But
how much moro necessary, are a siugleness of pur-
pose afid an epergy of soul, to eminenceein the divine
life ; and how much greater tho motives, which urge
us to action, when we extend our vision to the oternal
world. How melancholy the reflection, that so
much real good issacrificed on tho altar of indecision
and delay.  How much more might be done for the
souls and bodies of our follow men—how iwuch might
be added to our own happiuess, hero an  reafter,
if we would act, under the full impression that we
are acting for eternity.—~Christian Advocate.

~stloe=—
THE PRESENT DAY.

The world now prescnts to the Christian’s eye a
noblo aud animatung prespect; yet is one which
furnishes ground of waming and caution, and of
deep humifity before God our Saviour. .

It is obvious to all who look around, that this is,

A Darx or creat Excivemest.—~This excite-
ment is of wide extent: it is not a religrious excito-
ment only; it is political, and it is infellecsual.

The flame burst forth either in this country, or in
conncction with this country. A4 political axcite-
ment, if it did not begin in the struggle of tho United
States of America for their ‘mdcgandcnoe, yet ccr-
tainly acquired seasible strongth in that struggle.
The French who assisted the States, had soon oc-
casion bittorly o repeut their imterforence: thcg
carried back to their own country principles, whic
soon inflamed the combustible materials that had
beea long collecung there.  The efiects and conse-
quences of the revolution which followed, are now
fely in every part of the civilized world.

But this 1s also a day of religious excitoment. This

excitement began poworfully to display itsolf soon

after the commeneement of the spolitical struprie.
Its more inmuediate development may bo traced to
tho siggestion and establishincntof Sunday Schoals:
tho Touchery in theso Schuols, and the youth wmught
in them, soon awakened uew zeal in various quart-
ers of the kingdom. A revival of religion, both in
amd out of tho Vstablished Church, had then beon
for yours in progress, and now received a suddon
and rapid oxtenston. The spiritual wants of our
own country, and tho whole world, began to ho folt
as they wero nover folt before. Tho stablished
Church and the United Brothren had long laboured
in n fow parts of tho heathen world, and the Wes-
loyan Society bad been tho instrument, in co-opera-
tion with the Uuited Brothreu, of groat gaod to qur
Wost India Slaves. But now we bogin to witness
in eulur%od regard to the glory of God, 2ud the sal-
vation of mankind. Ono community of Christinns
oxcited another. Then sprang up that noble insti-
tution, the London Missionary. ociety, und the Bap-
tist Missiouary Society ; and these were followerd
by the British and Foreign Bible Socioty, the Wes-
leyan Missionary Society, and by other institutions
adapted 1o the relif of the most urgent wauts of
man. Thoe flameo crossed tho Atlantic, and was soon
felt among Protestants all over the world.

Au intellectual oxcitoment accompanies theso great
{)oliticnl and religious movements of mea's winds.
C{nowledgo begins to be felt and desired as power.
Men find that it has pleased God to distribute intel-
lectual capacities pretty equally among all classes ;
and urged by doubtful and ovil motives as well as
by good, there is a general grasping after that know-
ledge which gives every strong mind the power of
rule and controul over others.

But what are duties of such a day ?

In this political excitement, there is a tendeney to
lead men who aro under its influence, to idolize tho
world; and in this intollectual excitement, there is o
tendancy to idolize intellect. 'Tho world is, how-
ever, of no sort of value but as it is made subservient
to Christ: and it is utterly falso that knowledge will,
of itself, reader men virtuous: it will arma the unre-
newed man with mors power to be mischievous; but
it is the grace of God, alone, which can saneiify
knowledge, and direct it to those ends which are
worthy of an immortal and accountable being.

Christians must be on their guard against these
evils. They must consider this state of excitement
with a religtous mind. It is a state of things ordain-
ed of God. It is jn the natural order of the fulfilment
of his purposes of merey to the world.

It is the duty of every Christian, to rise with the
leadings and calls of Providence, and to awake to his
share 1 tho right feelings of the church of Christ.
‘Lo sleep anwng sleepers is evil : but it is aggravar-
ed criminality to sleep when multitudes ara awake
and active. It is not, however, enough to parti-
cipate in the exciterent of the day in which we live.
It is our duty to seo that the excitement of ourmind
is the genuine zeal of a Christian.  Religious excite-
meut in a servant of God must be re‘iulaxed by his
Word : and we must never forget, that whenever
good is in progress, the enemy watches to pervert i
wevil. In aday of excitement liko ours, evil prin-
ciples will be busy and active. Vanity, ostantation,
self-complacency, party-spirit, self-righteousness, atl
low and solfish motives and mere gatural passions,—
these ave the temptations of the real Chrnstian 3 but
thoy ave the worm ot the root of tho mero professor.

The gonuino exciting cause of every Christian
movement of our minds in the work of God, is, zeal
for His glory in the salvation of a lost world. All
must spring from his Spirit,—all must be directed to
his praise! Aud ever must we watch and pray
against the secrvet working of self, in mingling its
own feelings and ends with humble and hely zeal for
Christ and tho salvation of souls.

But tho day in which we live is not only a day of
groat excitment; it is

A Dar or Esuarcep Exenrions.~~The ex-
citement of mind which wo have witnessed has pat
itself forth in varied and vigorous action..

With the political movemcats of the world, roli-

ious societies have nothing to do, but to pray that
would direct and over-ruls them alf to his own
ﬁlory. in tho prosent aad overlasting good of man-
ind ; and to avail themselves of overy opportunity
of prosecuting their great work. And this is a fit
subject for pur watcbful notico as Christians; and
will bo found to furnish cortinual cause to adoro the

wisdom and geodnevs of God, who maketh mon that

“mean not so its he woans,” to ho the instrumonts
of his most holy and gractous will.

+ Itis an mlimutiug object for the Christinn, to see
the nations agitated with unwonted fueclings, vadoy
the influence of principles which arg reoting up in-
votorate prqjudices, and demobhstung tho bulwarks
of superstition throughout tho world, 1t is an ani-
wating object for the Christian, to witnoss the vust
movoment of men's minds towards the acquisition of
knowledgo. Becauso, though he knows theso thinge
10 bo full of dunger, from tho dopruvity of man, and
tho mnlico aud power of the enemy, yet ho knows
that Ho who is *God cver all, blessed for ever,”
has ordained this stato of oxcitement und cxortion,
an.! ig dirocting it to his own euds.

In respect of tho exertions of this day, mare parti-
erlurly as connected with religion, look at these threo
mghty ongines, Education, the Press, and tho Min-
tstry.

A system of education by mutual instruction, has
beeun discovered and pexfected in this favoured land,
which is actually proved to bo adequate, at an ex-
ponse within reach, to the instruction of every hu-
man being!  And, for the J)ress, who can adequate-
3: ostimate its power! And who cun duly appreciato

e actual use which has been made of that power,
in the single instanco of tho five million copics of the
Scriptures, or parts of the scriptures, which bave
heen put into circulation by the British and Foreign
Bible Society? Inreforence to tho ministry ns em-

loyed for tho salvation of tho heathen world, it will
se found, that probably from six hundred to seven
hundred, a great portion of whom aro marricd, bave
loft their respective homes in Christian lands, sinco
the awakening which we witness, in ord=r to “* preach
among the Gentiles the unsoarchable riches of
Chlirist.”

Nearly half a million of money has heen spent by
Christians, within the last year, of which the ac-
counts have reached us, in the direct work of advanc-
ing the kingdom of Christ: aboutasixth partof this
sum itas been supplied by the American Christians,
the other five-sixths by this country.

"Those facts are undaubtedly very encouraging, as
contrasted with the apathy of carljer days ; and may
be considered as pledges and earnests of more enlarg-
cd zeal and of far greater liberality.  Buthavowoe all
done our duty in respect of the calls for Christian ex-
ertion in our day ? ~Very fow, I fear, can truly say
this. Our exertions are gieat compared wixK thg
;]mst exertions of Christians; but they are little in-
deed, compared,—uot with what the whole so-catled
Christian church might do,—but they are little com-
pared with what the vcal members of the church of
Christ might do, and therefore ought to do.

It is a sorions question, which every Christian
should put te his conscience,—~Whether, in respect of
money, and lime, and kear?, his exertions are what
they might be. ‘

1s nothing necdlessly and improyeﬂy given to the
show and embellisements of life? Nothing to the
indulgencies of life? Do I find means to spend for
God but the legal tithe of my substance 7 Shall the
Jow bring to the temple his willing offerings to a far
groater extent than his mere tithe; aund shall thoso
who aro oxalted to the privileges of the kingdom of
God their Saviour, withhold from his service any
talent which he has bestowed in order that they may
use it forithim? And where but little can be given,
is itnot a remarkable feature of our day, that a chan-
nel is opeued which receives the smallest tributary
stream? The weekly donor, not like the poor widow
whose two 1nites were entrusted to tho eye of Omni-
scienco, can follow his little contributions as it wero
with his oye, and see them swelling the noble river
which is fertilizing the world.

And how caun any young person manifest love to
the Saviour mere acceptably to him, thanhy cherish-
ing love to the causo of that Saviour in the broasts of
ten, or twenty, or thity who will give if asked 7 Let
mo press this subject on the attentionof young per-
sons. Never will they vepont sueh a courso of zeal-
ous, prudent, aund persovering devetedness to their
Saviour, It will afford numberless opportunities of
doing good to others, and of cherishing the best feel-
ings of u Christian in their own souls ; while they will
render steady and eflicient support to those who b
their counsef‘; and their labours aro sooking the sal-
vation of tho world.

In other ways, many may find time, if prompted
by ardent love to Christ, to assistin the cxertions of
these days, Abovo all, then, lot us pray for this ar-
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dont love. Itis in tho swrrondor of the Aeart to God
in which we all fail.

This day, howover, of excitoment and exortion, is

A Dar or ixenepasine DirrioviTind.—And
whenco de theso diffieultios ariso 7-Aro tho Honthen
rousod into opposition? No. Thoy ery, *come
aver and holp us” Tho very Jows are bocomin
oager for knowlodge.~—~Aro the means less efficiont
No.—~Aro the moans withheld 7 No. 'I‘ho{ might,
indeod, he moro abundavt,~thoy ought to ho more
abundant,~-and thoy wifl bo moro abundnnt.  This
is not the sourco of our diflicultios—Aro, then, our
outward oncmies pormitted to thwart and oppress
us! No. Theyscom to bu thrown back for a son-
son: we hear them, indeed, =nd weo feel themn s but
thoy cannot seriously obstruct us.

No ; here lies our groat difficulty. The common
enemy has ndopted thut modo of attack by which
the Church of Clirist has ever boon most injured s ho
hus succeeded, to a fearful oxtent, iu dividing the
house against itself. Wo boasted of our union, and
narmony, and love. 'We professed, indeed, to give
God tho glory of this concord: but doubtles, there
was a secrot indulgenco of solf-complaceucy which
displeased him.

And in the noblo Socioty, which most strikingly
illustrated Christian harieony and concord, and
which spoke n.ost loudly its own praise on that
ground, there the mischief began. But it does not
stop there. The spirit of division seems to bo let
loose. ‘The days of Corinth seem fast returning.
« When we como togethor every one hath a doctrine,
hath a roveletion, hath an interpretation  The
rule of duty is in dunger of changing its nature.
Plain commands aro in danger of giving way to
« private interpretation.”

Vhat, then, are the duties of this day of difficul-
ties and dangers 1 Lwould sum up all in one word,
self-control. ~ Lot us labour and pray that wo rony
nise to the full spirit of ourday, aud devote ourselves
and our ali to aid 1ts oxertions ; but let us remomber,
that, under the grace of God, its peculiar dangers
are to bo aveided, and its peculiar difficultics to be
surmounted, by cherishing an humble, subdued, pa-
tsent, watchful, and dependont spirit,—* swilt to
hear, slow to speak, slow towrath.

This is also a day of encouraging success, and a
day of ardent and well-grounded expectation.

n respect of success, it may be fairly coneluded,
I think, from tho history of Missionary and Christian
labours, that success has been granted, as the gene-
ral rule of thedivine government might have led us
to expect, in proportion te tho plenitude of the
means. I know no instance in which success has
not been proportioned to the vigour, perseverance,
wisdom, and piety of the means that bave been em-
ployed. It may please God, indeed to remove his
servauts by sickness or death. Herein we must bow
to his sovereign will; and though he can save by few
as well as by many, yet itis not in the usual order
of his dealings that he should do so; and we must

ield, therefore, to his holy will, if the success dimin-
1sh with the means.

Nor does he always give success proportioued to
the means: for though that appenrs to be the gene~
ral rule of his gevernment, he seecs it to hide pride

. from man, by sometimes showing the ineflicacy of all
means. *

But every thing loudly dewands at our hands as
our duty inrespeet of hoped-for and desired success,
to multiply to tho utmost the best means, iu a spirit
of entire and absolute dppeadence, by faith and in
Yrayer, onthe Holy Spivit, who worketh all inall,

will only add, that we livein a day of ardent and
well-grounded hopes and expectatidng.

‘T'he providence of God concurs with his word to
awaken the most ardent hapes of the Christian.
‘These hopes do not depend on his understac-ting
the application of particular prophecics. Lot men
of piety, knowledgo, and leisure, apply themsolves
with modesty to tha diligeut study of t{:e propheti-
cal word; and let there be a friendly interchaage of
opinions and views of these subjects: dogmatism,
and intolorance, aud presurption, are never more
out of place, than in human judgmensis on that will
of Ged which is yet to bo accomplished.

The wholo structure of proplecy is such as to
strengthen and cherishthe graces of tho Christian, if
he rightly use the prophotical word. While it'may
awaken and maintain, taken in connoxion with the
government of tho world, the eager attention and
persovering study of the most ablo and learned mon,

itwill serve to kéop thouri huinble and toachablo bo-
fore God dnd man: and while prophecy, thus ubed,
will supply pe.potual incentives sg duty, duty will
continuo to o grounded on the plain commnnd.
And, to the mass of Christiuns, prophecy is of dis-
tinguished benefit, if rightly use«K-s-\vlnlo the appli-
cation of numberless particular prophecies must be
at present hiddon fom them, yet the prophetical
word is 80 written as to raiso and clevate the soul to
Ghud, to enlarge tho desires of the Christian, to awak-
en inerensing interest in thoe kingdomn of his Lord,
aud to strengthen his faith and trust in God. My
carnest counscl, therefore, to all would be,—Study
the prophecies for the confirmation of your hopes,
and the awakening of high and holy erpectations of
those timos of glory which atre coming on the world.
But study them with humility and prayer, according
to the means and opportunitios afforded you,~in
due proportion to other parts of the sacred word,—
aud for that holy and o cv:lﬁll§ end for which they
were designed.—Rev. Josiak Pratt.

—omo—
LIVING ABOVE THE WORLD.

Begin and end evory day with God. Let prayer
be thekey twoopen the heart to God in the morning,
and lock it sgainst all its enomies at night. Lot no
Christian say he cannot pray 5 for prayer is o3 no-
cessary to hun as breath. t nono say they have
no tiwme for prayer; better take time from slesp than
time from prayer. 'Think it not enough to siy your
meers, but remember you must pray your prayers.

*ray with siucerity and with forvor.—~Think with
yourself, this morning, may be my last morning, or
this night may be my last night; for certuinly that
morning cometh of which you will never sce the
night, or that night of which you will nover seo the
moruing. Let the conclusion of overy day put you
in mind of the conclusion of ail your days, by the
long night of douth, which will putan end to all your
work, and bring you to an account and reckoning
with your great Master above.

Lie down evory night reconciled to God. How
blessed 1s it to lic down, aud have our hearts with
Christ, and s0 to compose our spirits, asif wo were
uotto awake tll the heavens are no more. Seeing
none knoweth what a dnﬁ may bring forth, spend
every day as your last. Lock on yourself as stand-
iug every day at tho door of cternity, and hundreds
of discases and accidents ready to open the deor and
let you m.

o doubt you have somotimes apprehonded your-
solf nearer death than you think yourself just now,
yetitis certain death and judgment were nover so
near you as at present. We who stand every hour
at the door of cternity, ghould spend our precious
hours with the greatest frugality, secing the work,
and the work on which eternity depends, and the
time we have to work is very short, and canunot be
recalled, this short life heing only a passage to cter-
nity. Surely those who have immortal souls so
rear eternity, have othier work to do than to trifle
away time in intemperance, idle talking, gamiug,
and such diversions.

We sojourn in this world as travellers, ieepin
so loose from the world as to be able to pack up sn
be gonz from itupon a short warning. \We have no
continuing city, nor certain abode hero; therefore let
us ahwvays be ready to arise and dc})an; and if we
would bo true wravellers towards Zion above, we
must have Christ in our hearts, heaven in our ayes,
and the world under our feet.—Weo must take God's
Spirit for our guide ; God's word for our rule ; God’s
glory for our end ; God's fear for nur wisdoin ; God's
people for our companions; Gods praises for our
recreations; and God's promises for our cordials.—
We must make roligion our business; prayer our
Jelight; holiness our way, and heaven our bomo.

R

Liverroor Sgasnex’s Friexp Sociery.—~The
Annual Mecting of this Seciety was held at the Mu-
sic-hall, last Tuesday evening, James Cropper, Esq.
in the chair. The ball was crowded 10 excess, and
a'lwely interest was shown in the operatons of this
usoful institctions The Report was read by the
Liev. Dr. Raffles, ono of tho Sceretaries. 1t stated
that the Floating Chupsl had heen stationed during
the last year in the King’s Dock, and that divine
service had, beon porformod in.it regularly ou the
Sabbath, dxq,;l)isseulig'rg XMinyters of the town offici-

ating in thejr tura2.  Tho average attendanco was

400, which was less thau it had boou before tho os-
tablishraent of the Mariner’s Church. . The numbor
of hoys in the Sparling-street schoeol, which ig sup-
porte t by tho Sociaty, is 133, of which 04 sre tfl)o
children of seamen.  An important part of the So-
ciety's operations is the visiting of the boarding and
lodging-houses for"the reception of snilors ; no less
than eighty of theao houses are regularly visited by
tho keeper of the Floating Chapel, who reports fa-
vourably of their order and respectabulity, and who
Yeaves bibles and religious tracts for the porusal of
the sailors. The Committee recommend that an
agent or agents should be employed, if the funds will
permut, to visit ships on their arrival, and to recom-
mend the sailors to decent lodging-houses, in order
to prevent them from falling into the haods of the
fraudulent and the profligate, by whom they are so
often robbed of their hard-carned wages, and led into
the depths of wickedness. They also recommend
that a small box, containing a few religious books,
should be furnished to the ships belonging to this
port, for tho porusal of the sailors when at sea, as
they have often spare time, which at present is very
ilemployed. This plan seowns calculated to confirin
the good eflects winch may have been proauced on
the seamen by attending divine service on shore ;—
but in order to carry it into effect, increased funds
and donations of books will be requited. The Trea-
surer was in advance £347, which was £67 less
than the debt last year. The Committee expressed
thetr conviction that much good had heen done by
the Society, and called on the public for the increas-
ed support which was necessary to cnable them to
carry mto effect the proposed plans for extending its
utility.

‘The claims of the scamen were powerfully advo-
cated by several speakers, who pourtrayed the pre-
semt deplorable condition of that class as to moraly
wud veligion, and therr very great disadvantages trom
the nature of their employment.  The meeting was
addressed by the Chawman, Mr. James Heyworth,
Rev. James Lister, Rev. Andrew Wilson, Rev. Geo.
Smith, Rev. Mr. Barker, Mr. S. Hope, Mr. Black-
‘burn, Rov. Dr. Stewart, Rev. Mr. {{owlnnd. Rev.
Dr. Raflles, and Mr. Edward Baines. Several
speakers, amongst whom were the Rev. A. Wilsen,
and the Rev. Dr. Stewart, strongly deprecated the
practice of seading ships to sea on the Sabbath, and
the latter related several instances of the injury daue
by that practice to individuals, and the disturbance
it occasioned to congrogations. Mr. E. Baines ex-
pressed an opinion that, unless a casc of necessity
were made out, the practice could not be justified,
and alluded to the state of religion in Scotland and
in France as exacily corresponding with the obser-
vance of the Sabbath in the two countries, the for-
mer country being as much distinguished for moral
and roligious excellence, as the latter for an almost
uviversal infidelity. In consequence of the funds
and the uew objects contemplated by the comunittee,
a fow gentlemen on the platform put down their
uames for sums amounting to £65: a collection of
£17 was also made at the doors, and the other col-
lections made at the several chngxcls on Sunday and
Monday amnounted 10 £123. The amount of sub-
sctiptions last year was £117, and of donations £34,
independent of £20 colleeted by two young ladies,
and of £20. 10s. tho produce of several boxes.—Li-
verpool Advertiser, Nov. 4.

90000

Sir Humphrey Davy, in a recent publication,
proves as follows, that such an a2nimal as the fabled
menmaid cannot possiby exist. * Wisdom and or-
der,” ho says, “are found in all the works of God;
and the parts of animals in harmony with cach other,
aud always adapted to certain cuds consistent with
the analogy of nature; and a human head, buads,
and breasts are wholly inconsistent with a fish's tail.
The human head is adapted for an upright posture,
and in such a posturo an animal with a fish’s tail
could ot swim, and a creature with lungs must bo
on the surface several times in a doy, and tho sea is
an inconvenicnt breathing place; and the hands are
instruments of munufacture, and the depths of the
acean are little fitted for fabricating that mirrer
which our old prints gave to the mermaid. Suchan
animal, if created, could not long oxist.” .

—O—~

Lord Mansfield.~Dr. Johnsen would not dilow
Scotland to derive auy credit from Lord Mansfield ;
forho was educated in England. Much {gaid he)

may bomade of a Scotsinan, if he be caught young.



16

RELIGIOUS AND LIETERARY JOURNAL.

POETRY.
. MAN.

The human mind—that lofty thing®
The palace and the thrune

Where awful Reaso sits as king,
And broathes his judgment tone—

O who, with fragile step, shall trace

The borders of that haunted place,
Nor, tn his weakncss, own

That mystery and marvel bind

That loRty thing, the buman mind !

The human hoart—that restless thing'
The tempter, and the tricd,

The haughty, yet the sutfening,
‘The child of pain and pride,

The buoynnt, and the desolate,

‘i'he home of love, the lair of bate;
Solf-stung, soll-deified !—

Yet we do bless thee as thou nst,

Thou restless thing—the human heart!

The human soul—that holy thing !
T'he ailently sublime;

The ungel slcepiug on the wing,
Worn with the scoffs of time.

‘The beautiful, the veil’d, the bound ;

A priacoe ¢nslaved ; a victim crown'd;
The stricken i its prime '—

In tears—in tears to earth it stole—

‘I'hat holy thing—tlie human soul!

And this is Man! Oh! ask of him-—
The gifted, and forgiven—
When o'er the lacdscape, drear and dim,
The rack »F Zlorms 1s driven,
If prido or passion, in their power,
Can chain the tide, or charm the hour,
Or stand in place of heaven;
tie bends the brow—~he bows the knee—
“ Creator—Father—none hut thee!”’
A A000
MY BIBLE.—Byt Puzuoe.

How sweet is the voice of the friend wo love dearly!
How soft are the visions that dazzle our youth
But sweeter and softer (if welcom'd sincerely)
Is the language of Heav'n, the Scripture of truth.

My Bible—I hail thee, a mine of righ treasure,
Compar'd with thy lustre, Golconda’s gems fade,
“The Pearl of great price,” spring aud scurce of true
pleasure,
The trembling soul listens, and fear is allay’d.

My Bible—\When Spring purples c:-ch joyous morning,
Irapearling v-th dewdrops tho blucbell and heath,
We pluck the wild flow’ret, the chaplet adorning,
Ar gaily we dance round the sweet myrtle wreath.

Hash' hear the loud wind, *us the voice of mstruction,
The delage fast spreading awak'ning desparr,

The cry of wild agony telling destruction,

For:tho God of the storm and the thunder is there.

Ah' how awful the moment, how fearful the vision,
Stern justice full orb’d, not a refuge in sight,

Despairiug and specchless, I gaze on the mission
Of Sesus—and darkness is turn’d into light.

My Dible—\When sicknoss appals, and juys wither,
Life s portals fast clusing, time bast'tung away,
Full of faith, full of hope, sco tho last geatle shuver,
And the glad soul exults in the regions of day.

My Bible—I bail thec a mine of rich treasure.
Precious maxims of wisdom adorn ev’sy page,
Bright sun of our system, thy ger-studded azure,
Will gild with mildradiance the valley of age.

VARIETY.

Ezaminecarefully before you decide.~Tie only se-
cret I have found to prevent the evils of life, is, todo
pothing without having well examined beforehand in
what wo are going to embark. In most things we
undertake the veginnings are agreoable; they seduce
us, but wo should think of the end. Thoy are paths
strewed with flowers. Where those paths lecad to
is the wost important question.—ZDobson.

The present Duke of Norfolk has in L «crvico a
femalo, who is a2 Methodist. Some time since enc of
the upper cervants at Arundel comgplained to the

where sho went to 3 and was answored, to Bury.
“What,” said he, “a woman walk four miles to a
place, of worship? It is too fars I desiro that in fu-
turo tho boy may drivo hor overy Sunday in a gig.
She s right in worshippiug the Almighty where and
how sho thinks best.”

1. | T

Tur Evrrcrs of Kinpsess.—\When a certsin parent
made his will, ho snid, ** I lcuve such an estato to my oldest
son, though ho has boen a very disobedient and wicked
child, and though 1 am fearful he will misapply it."" This
nct of unexpected kindnoss so deeply affected tho son, that
fio burst into tears, and said, * God forbid 1 should;" and
from that timo ho becamo anew man, )

And did this gift of an carthly estato, which ho could pos-
scss but a few years, and must then leavo for ever, produce
sucii an effect upon him, and melt a hoart long hardened by
4in? And canmy roaders peruso tho Bible, and thern rend,
that * God so foved tho world, as to give his only begntten
Son,” though he know thousands would abuse his gift,
‘¢ that whosoever belicvoth in him should not perish, but
have overlasting life,” and not beg of God to give his Holy
Spirit, that they may become now creatures in Christ Jesus?
Learn also to intermingle kindness with roproof. Had
not kindness accompanicd the hint the father oxpressed,
his son’s heart would probably have remaned hard and un-
feeling, and let the tonguoe of the reprover be dipped in oil,
1f he would have his words enter the heart. And let it bo
our daily care to profit by the kind rop ‘ofs and remarks of
others, ‘As an ear ring of gold. and an ornament of fine
gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedicnt ear.”

—O— .

Davonter oF CHARLES 1.—A littlo danghter of Chasles
1. died when only four years old. \When on her death bed
she was desired by one of her scrvants to pray~—She said
she could not say her long prayer, meaning * Qur Father,”
bat she would try to say her shortono. * laghten my dark-
ness, O Lord God, and let me not sleep the sleep of death.”
As sbe said this, she laid ber little bead on the pillow, and
expired.

ConscieycE.—~From the Broken Vour, one of & series of
tales, just published by Mr. Gaddick, wo copy the following
forcible description of that internal monitor, which isjustly
designated the umpire of the Deity.

‘' Conscience is the divinest gift of God to raan; itis that
which ever speaks, if man wounld listen, of an omnipreseent
Deity. It is notthe thunder peal nor the flashing lighining *
it is not the raging of the occan storm, nor the terrific fury
of a tornado ; nor the fiery boiling of the lava from its moun.
ip furnace; it is none of these that speaks to the heart of
man, but the spirit within him, that says these are the
avenging forms of an offended God. Conscience! it is the
consciousness, deeply implanted in the soul, of the e-.ist-
ence, of the unescapable presence of a superior Bew:s; and
its upbraiding arc the torments, the self abasement, and
the confusion of one who knows himself to be standing be-
foro a justly offended judge. | Let a man have sickness and
sorrow ; and scorn, and shame cf face, and poverty, and
exile; every evilthat can be poured outofthe vialy of wrath
upon suffering humanity, andhe may bear all with patence,
save the horrors, the undying horrors of a reproving con-
science.” , .

@ PG
Howard’s opinion of Stwearers.—As he was stand-
g onc day near the door of a printing office, he
licard suinoe dreadful voileys of oaths and curses from
a public house opposite, and buttoning his slot_:ket up
hefore he went into the streot, he said to the work-
men near hum, “ Ialways do this whenever I hear
men swear, as I think that any one who can take
God's name in vain, can alsc steal, or do any thing
else that is bad.”
——
The best mode of instruction is to practiso what
we teach.

’--.—- T

First Introduction of Barometers.—-Mr. David Gre-
ory of Kimairdie, the ancestor of the Gregories~—
avid, James, and John—all so celebrated in the
aths of science, was the first man in the north of
cotland who bad a barometer. In conscquence of
bis being thus able to fortell, with unprecedented
oxactnoss, tho changes of the weathor, he speedily
acquired, Zmong his simple neighbours, the reputa-
tion olbeing a real conjuror, and was even in danger
of being prosecuted by tho Church Courts, for deal-
ing with the Evil One. Dr. Reid relates, that a do-
putation of the Pretbytery of his district, walted up-
on Mr. Gregery, * to inqaire into the ground of cer-
tain reports which had come to their ears on the sub-
ject,” when he luckily succeeded in exnlaining to
them, tho scerotof his forcknowledgoe, ap § thus sav-

Duke thatshe was suo religious, and that she Jost too
much time in going to her chapel. The Duie asked

ed himself and his barometer from excommunication.

Qur atchiovoments and our productions are our
intelloctual progeny, and ho who is engaged in proe
viding that thesc immortal childron of his mind shal}
inherit famo, is far moro nobly occupied than he who
is industrious in ordor that the perishable children of
his body should inherit woalth.  This reflection will
holp us to a solution of that question that has been
50 often and so triumphantly propoesed,” *I¥kat
has posterity ever done for us?  ‘Lhis sophism may
Do repliod to thue. Who is it that proposos tho ques-
tion ! ono of the present genoration of that particu~
lar moment when it is proposed: but to such it is
ovident that posterity can only existin idea. And
if it bo nskcJ: whut tho idoa of posterity has dono
for us? woe may safely reply that it has dono, and
13 doing two most important things; it incroases the
enorgies of virtuo diminishos the oxcesses of vico; 1t,
makes tho best of us moro good, and tho worst of
us less bad. N

et L0
REPLECTIONS ON THE STATE OF MARRIAGE,

By a Married Man.

Tho londing features in tho character of a good
woman, aro mildness, complaisance, and equanimi-
ty of temper. Tho man, if ho boa worthy and pro-
vident husband, is immersed in a thousand cares.—
His mind is agitated, his memory loaded, and his
body fatigued. He rotires from tho bustlo of the
world, chagrined, émrhnps. by disnp‘foin‘tmcnt. angry
at indolent or porfidious people, and terrificd lest his
unavoidable conncctions with such tPeolplo should
make him appear parfidious himself. Js this the
time for tho wifo of his bosom, his dearest and
most intimato friend, to add to his vexations, to in-
crease tho fover of an overburthened mind, by «
contentious tonguo, or discontented brow? Busi-
ness, in its most prosperous state, is full of anxioty
and turmoil. O how doarto the memory of maniis
the wife who clothes hor face in smiles, who uses
gentlo expressions, and who makes her lap soft o
receive and hush his cares to rest. There is notin
naturo so fascinating an pbject as a faithful, tender,
and allectionato wife.

Dirrerences.~Itis remarkable, that men, when
they differ in any thing considerable, or which they
think cousidorable, will be apt to differ in almost
overy thing else. Thoir diffcrences bbget contradic-
tion.  Contradiction begets heat. Heat quickly
riscs into resentment, rago, and il} witl. ‘Thus they
differ in affectionsjas + oy differ in-judgment; and
the contontion that begar in pride, ends in anger.—
Cato's Letters. '

Distinguished merit will over rise superior to o
pression, and will draw lustre from reproach. The
vapours which gather round the rising sun, and
follow it in its course, seldom fail at the clese of it
to form & magnificont thoatre for its reception, aud
to invest with variagated tints and with a softened
effuigence. the luminary, whieii they cannoi hide. -

] A D

‘When certain persons abuse us, let us ask ourselves
what description of characters itis that they most
admire ; we hall often find this a very consolatory
question. L

Expect not to do any thing worth the while, if
gou cndeavour nottobe a lover of prayer.  God will

less what you are about, just as far as you luve
prayer. ¢
‘ il .
Tho first attorapt at pioty is to' fly from ¢in.
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