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WIHE very little ones aré to have a
paper every week anfl all their own.
So said the General Assembly in

.is to begin with the New Year, but schools
may look forsamples earlier. We want them
to wait and see ours before orderingany other.
These four things we promise : '

Thatit will bepretty;

That it will have
abundance of pictures ;

That the stories will
Wbe real children’s
stories;

That it will everseek

_tv wake the “children
more like the child
Jesus. .

The child Jesus— .
fervently He loved His
heuvenly Father; He &
Lawd that  Father’s
House and work ; and’ .
He loved His own
Loise in Nazareth. By
ard by as He grew
older, there appeared
a passionate love for
His own country and
His own countrymen. "
It is in His steps we =~ - °

_wounld lead the Igle : o
‘ones—to love their Heavenly Father, to love
their homeg, and to 1bve théir country, that

. i, tobe good Christians,}ood sons and daugh-
ters, and good patriots. :

; »D
The Suorrer CaATEcHISM, with Proofs, is

now ready. A severe critic of type, paper,
and general agcuracy, styles it “a gem.”
Extreme, care has been taken to have it ¢or-
rect both as to the Questions and Answers

-and gs to the Scripture Proofs, It is ¢

ordinary the number of errors, greatf and
small, that had to be weeded out 6f wh
said to be a very accurate edi
some have still escaped notjce, forthe tricks
of type are mysteries past finfling out. But we
state tHe barest truth, when' we say that it is
more nearly perfect in the ppints named than
any edition which'is circulating among us.
’ > \

~ The Century Fund

It was a great mo-
ment . when, rising to
. their feet a8 one man,
. the General Assembly -
. resolved to go forward

with the Century Fund

—a million dollars to be

laid on thealtar of God

as a thankoffering for-
the great things He has
done for our Church
and our homesand our
. country in the years
past and a pledge of
what we are ready to
do for Him in the new
century close at hand.

There was no wild
" : excitepnent, but there
REV. R.-Cauepery, 86.D. was deep, burning en-

THEMODERATOR  thugiasm. It was in
inspiring to see honored fathers and bre-
threr in the ministry, merchant princes, and
mén foremost in public and professional life
one after another declaring their confidence |
in the wisdom of the movereit. - :

The climax was reached when the Moder-
ator .of the General Assembly, evidently
deeply impressed with the weight, of respon-
gibility laid upon him, accepted the position
of General Agent of the Century Fund.

he Ceachers Montbly
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Leadership. counts, and with Rev. Dr.
Warden as the Convener of the Committee
he-Moderator giving his whole time to
r the next two years, humanly speaking

the succees 6f the Fund is assurod

Ruv, K. H. WaRDEN, D.D.

The great features of the plan are these
Four Hunnrep TiovsaNp DoLLAgs, to be
raised by congregations for thexr own Church
debts ;
8ix HUNDRED Tnous,\xn DoLLars, to be
raised for the great Schemes of the Church,
- misgionary, educational, benevolent. No
Scheme has been left out and every one has
kept his private preferences in the "beck-
ground. The allotment - towards the in-
dividual objects which are to share in the
_ Fund was absolutely unanimous.
> To reach our distant subecribers in timne

the Teacrers MoNTHLY goes to press five

weeks in advance., We cannot, therefore,
give the plans of the Committee in full. Dr.
Warden is at its head, and with him are men
known throughout the Church and repre-
senting all branches of ita work. The rich
will certainly be expected to do gencrously.
But it is not 8 mere rich man’s fund. The
poorest will rejuice to do his part, and the
young people and the children are to be
specially recognised. An opportunity to con-

tribute will be given to everyone connected
with our Church, rich and poor, old and
y'oung, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and
in all our widely scattered mission flelds in
three continents and the isles of the sea.

The raising of the Fund should be'a great
religious festival, a Epecial season of worship,
of prayer and"praise and diligent labor for
souls, extending throughout the whole two
years; for, unless there be a revival “of
spiritual life and of enthusiasm in the Lord's
work alongside the raising of the money,
the Century Fund, even should the full am-
ount and more be realized, will beonly a hait |
success, instead of the mighty uplift to our
whole Church and national life whlch it is
intended to be.

”D
‘ An Offer

For Our Own iljustrated paper for the very
littleones, which is to begin with the New
Year, we want ORIGINAL STORIES,

An offer is therefore made of

Turee Dovrrags in cash for the best story |

Two DoLrars in cash for the second best
story ;.

O~z DoLrar in cash for the third best
story.

The following are the conditions: .

1. The story must not exceed 325 words.

2. It must be original, the writer's own.

8. It must be a story such as a child of
from three years of age to sevefi will relish.

4, It must serve to deepen the child’a love
of nature, God, home, country.

5. It must be signed by & brief motto, the
writer's name to be enclosed in a separ-
ate sealed envelope with the motto written
on the outside.

6. Tt must be addressed to Rev. R. Dove-
1.A8 Frasgr, Editor TeacrErs MoNTHLY,Con-
federation Life Building, Toronto, and reach
Liw not later than 25th,

The awards will be published in the
November TrAcHERs’ MoNTHLY and the prizes
paid immediately thereafter.

The. editor will be free to use nny of the
stories sent in, whether adjudged prizee or
not. No manuscripts to be returned.

- 1f yon are fond of telling stories to the Httle
ones, write your best one down, just as you
would tell it, in the sifaplest, liveliest, home-
liest style, and send it on.
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Kaow the Book

In the Assembly

The General Assembly received the report
of the Committee on Sabbath School Publi-

cations in the heartiest ® manner,
expressing satisfaction with the appoint-
ment of the Editor and Bushness Manager,

and ?rdjally commending the publications
to the Sabbath 8chools of the Church.

The'large and steady increase in circula-
tion and the sound financial position of the
publications, all expenses met and a balance
to the good for further extension, also
elicited much commendation.

The prospects for the néw Primary illus-
trated paper are excellent, and means are
being devised to meet the demand for more
advanced illustrated papers.

D
A Fitting Recognition

The General Assembly acknowledged the
long and valusble services of the retiring
Convener of the Babbath School Commit-
tee, Rev. T. F. Fotheringham, M.A., St.
John, New Brunswick, whose labors in
originating the Home Study Series of Lesson
Helps deserve the lasting gratitude of the
Church.

A resolution to this effect was adopted and
wasaccompanied by agrant to Mr.Fothering-
ham of $750, of which $500 was from the
Assembly Fund and the balance from the
Sabbath School Publjcations. .

Mr. Fothering] w retires from the
Convenership of the Sa bath School Coii-
. mittee. Rev. John Neil, B.A., Westminster
Church, Toronto, is his successor.

”
Committee on Sabbath School Publica-
tions for 1899-1800
Appointed by the General Assembly

Rev. R. H. Warden, D.D., Convener, Rev.

Drs. D. H. Fletcher, J. Thompson, D. Mac-

Tavish ; Messrs, E. Scott, M.A., L.
Jordan, B.D. Messrs. Hamilton
Janies Bain, Jr., with Rev. John Neil, B.A,,

. Convener of the Sabbath Schoo! Committee
Rev. J. A. Brown, B.A,, vd another to
named by that Committee,

~

# « Know the Book .

By Rev. Alfred H. Moment, D. D.

1t is serious buginess in which the Sabbath
School teacher is engaged.  For half an hdur
each week he sits down with his class to
discharge the tremendous_ responsibility ol
speaking for, God. What if he speak for
himself or of some popular fancy of what
religion i8 or ought to; be, and not for God?
To bb saved from sych peril, the teacher,
first and foremost, mwust scek to know THE
Book—the one Book'God has given to reveal
Huuself and true religion.

We only do with efficiency a.nd zeal what
wo know. We only know that to which we
give earnest thogght and care. Ignorance
always blunts the keen edge of energy and
damages the quality of the thing done. Bdt
knowledge, positive, well-defined, correct,
complete, does the business, sets things on
fire and leads on to a glorious succeds. The
fact holds good in every walk of life and no-
where more than in the work of the Sabbggh
Schéol teacher. If he do not ‘‘ search the
Scriptures,”’. he will be dull and stupid, or
vain, gpeculative and blasphemous—misre-
presenting God. And how dreadful a thing
it is to misrepresent (God | As one has well
gaid : “To bear false witness against one’s
neighbor is acrime. To bear false witness
against God is a sacrilege.”’

What, tlrerefore, the Sabbath School
teacher needs, that he may ever speak to his
class “‘on God's behalf,” is a new enthu-
siasm of Bible study. No gift or accomplish-
ment can compensate for not knowing The
Book, in which, alone, God has revealed
salvation. To spbordinate such knowledge '
to a larger knowledge of something elsd, is to
have that ‘ semething else ”’ determine the
teacher's zeal and purpose. That is, if he.
has a larger knowledge of Systematic Theol-
ogy thah he has of the Bible, he will plunge,
his class into the religious controversies of
the times. If it be of science, his zeal wil]
run along lines of ‘material progress; if of
politics and social matters, he will be carried
away with moral reforms. But if the
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teacher cultivates g growing ent»h.&aiasm of {that the clepr, deflnite knowledge of the
Bible study, so a8 ually to know ita facts, | lesson must be possessed as a means to an
doctripes, spi d purpose, then the Lord jend: the salvation of souls. A man nny

Jesus Christ will be his charm and [power,
and his loftiest and purest ambition will be
to have his scholars hear, from his own
fervent fips, the * wonderful words of life,”
which _alone convince of -gin and lead 'to
salvation. e

In his recent sermon before the gmiusmng
class of the Theological S8eminary at
ton; President Patton said : ““ We have now
a new Christianity containing sentimentality
and sociology in almogt equal proportions.”
But why should anything. else be expected
but this legitimate offspring from men now
preaching in our pulpits, now teaching in

" our Sabbath 8chools, and now giving instruc-

tion in our institutions of sacred learning,
who substitute for The Book some
other book? The Christianity of God can
only hold its place when The Book of God
holds ita/place. - Therefore, to know this
Book is the firet® requisite of every one who,
in speaking for God, would not misrepresent
God.

In the next place, the Sabbath School

-teacher should know The <Book in that

special portion set apart for the weekly les-
son. As its never<dying verses contain a
message of eternal life for souls, . the teacher
should not spend the time on dates, author-
shipggeography, history, or things external,
but in getting hold of the hidden -things of
the Gospel-—the saving truth of God’s Word,
the life-giving food for the soul. As the
message consists in this and nothing else, it
is the teacher's great responsibility to. poe-
sess himself of this message, the spiritual
substance contained in the leeson. He must
have this truth clear in his own mind ; must
have an experiench of it in his heart ; must
hold it in deep conviction as a great spiritual
reality ; 'and must be able to give the mes-
sage to hia class, not with the eloquence and
demonstration of a lecturer or a preacher,
but quietly, earnestly, and clearly, as a
teacher, always speaking in the spirit of a
loving friend.

'‘AHow me to aceent this last thought, that
the moseage of love and truth is for the class,

have his gun loaded all right, yet, in shoot.
ing, aim at nothing. The glory of Admirm}
Sampeon’s gunners was that they struck
every time, and drove the battle-ships of the
fm The only “smash’ soue
te preachers make is that of
precious time and opportunity. It is one
ce- | thing to have shot in the gun, and another
thing to aim at and hit the target. The
teacher must make his class the objective
point. He must unfold the lesson with
power, simplicity, and adaptability to the
young mind"and heart. To teach religion to
the young is the only purpose for which the
Sabbath School exista. The teacher who
cannot,’or who does not, teach the b'eligion
of free grace to the hearts of his acholars
has no right to be a teacher. God tequires
this one thing from him; so ddges the
Church ; and so do tlie immortal souls under
his care. As a teacher his knowledge of
The Book is-for salvation purposes. | Hence
the work of a Sabbath School teacher is
most difficult, tixing his ability fo study,
his spiritual discetnment, his steadfaat hope,
and noblest ambitich,

A word in conclusion. Wlth;hm heart
right toward God, and with an earnest desire
to know God’s Book, the Sablath School
teacher needs but one thing njore to come
up to the full measure of his glérious work.
It is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. He -
who would be an ‘exponent of religion to
others must have two things : /(1) a visibn of
truth, (2)ability to express the vision. The
Holy Ghost is given to the Sabbath Schoul
teacher to saccomplish in him these two
things—to see the Gospel’ 'with clear eye,
and express the Goepel in glear words,

Those were the things that made Peter a
rock ; John, a son of thunder; Apollos, an
eloqu«.nt man and * mighty in the Scrip-
tures’ ; and Puul, the; greatest of " the
apostles. Thcy will alsolwork something of
the same graces in oursel\iee,w ho are honestly
geeking to know The Bobk and to teach it to
others. ,

Brooklyn, N.Y,

.

-—
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ORDER OF SERVICE : Third Quarter.
Opening C
I.) Si1.ENCE.
11. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES. N

S‘:rr. 0 give thanks untg the Lord, for-
He is good. ~ )

Scpoor.  For His mercy endureth forever.

Sver.  Let the redeemed of the Lord say
80, .

Scroor. Whom He hath redeemmed from.
the hand of the enemy.

III. SingiNa,
IV. PrayEer; closing with the Lord’s Pray-
er in concert. ’

V. ReapING oF LmsoN, in concert or in
alternate verses.

VI. SivainNa.
The .Lesson
. .
1. Srupny 1IN CLARRES.

11. "SiNo1NG.

ITI. ReviEw FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S DESK ;
which may include itation in copcert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, and
Heads of Lesson Plan.

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SFECRETARY'S AND
ngn{mux's DistRIBUTIONN.
Closing
1. SiNGING.
II. ResPONSIVE SENTENCES.
Sver.  Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Scroor.. And forget not all Hix benefita.

Svrr. Who redeemeth thy life from de-
struction.

fcrrooL.  Who crowneth thee with loving-
kindness and tender mercies,

Sepr.  Asthe heaven is high above the
earth. .

Bcroor. 8o
them that fear Him.

Supr. Glory ye in His holy name.

-Scroor. Let the heartsa of them rejoice
that seek the Lord. .

II1. Crosing HyuMN or Doxovroay.
IV.-BexEpicTioN oR CroSING PRAYER,

is His mercy toward
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A’-bed’-ne-go. The Chaldean ngme given
to Daniel's friend Azariah ; saved with his
two companions from the ﬁery furnace.

«  A’-saph. A Levite aRpoinwd by David as
leader of the praise of the first Temple.

Avs’-sur, As/shur. Also (Assyria) An an-
cient kingdom lying in the valley of the
Tigris, to the north of Babylonia. Ita capital
was Ninoveh. Its kings -overran western'
Asia and carried off Israel into captivity.

A3-a-ri’-ah. The Hebrew name of Abed-

0, which sce.
b/-y-lon. The kin
Aseyria in the valley of the Euphrates. Its
kings carried Judah captive.

Ben’-ja-min.. The tribe founded by the
Kmnw son of Jacob, whoee territory lay

ptween Judahh and Ephraim.

Chal’-de-ans. Natives of dea. In
Daniel the name ig applied specially to a
priest class who were magicians and astrono-

. INers, .

Oy’-rus. At first king of Elam to the east
.of Babylon, and then succeeefully conqueror
of Media, 549, of Persia, 548, of Lydia, 546 and
of Babylon, 539, B.C. A t soldier and
ruler. Gave the Jews liberty to return
and aided them in rebuilding the temple at
Jerusalem.

Dan’iel. The fourth of the *‘greater proph-,
ets" ;carriedas a lad captive to Bagylun;

- through the fear of (God held places of high
trust through several reigns..

Da-ri’-us, the Me’di-an. (Dan. 5: 31.)
Not as yet fully identified with any histori-
cal personage mentioned outside. the Serip-
tures.

Da-ri’us (Hy ). Belonged to the
Persian branch of the samoe royal house as
Cyrus.  Ruled over the united kingdom of
Babylon from 625 to 485 B.C. Aided the
Jewsat Jerusalem to complote the temple.

Da’-vid. Son of Jesse, and after Saul called
to be king of Israel and Judah.

E’-den. The garden in which our first
parents wers placed at their creation.

E’-gypt. The country of the Nile basin in
Africa, in which the children of Israel were
in_bondage for four hundred years.

En’. i. A springof warm water which
bursts forth from the cliffs overlooking the
west shore of the Dead Sea, near its centre,

and a town near b{.

En-eg-la’im. A locality probably on the N,
W. ehore of the Dead Sea, near the mouth of
the'Jordan, named only by Ezekiel.

E'-sar-had’-don. Pavoriteson and successor
to Sennacherib, King of Assyria. Re; led

rts of Sidon and Israel with people from

‘lam and Babylonia, - s

-

om: lying south of

Han-a-ni’-ah. The Hebrew name of Shad-
rach, one of Daniel's three friends, who with
his two companions was saved in the fiery
mﬁ::"gﬁA het of the Restorati

- . prophet o e OTALION
who stirred up the })eople to rebuild the
temple. Wrote one of the books of the Old
Testament. i

Is’-ra-el. Name given to Jacob because Le
prevailed in prayer.  Later given to his de
scerrdants, the whole nation ; and later still
to the kingdom of the Ten Tribes.

Jer-e-mi’-ab. Born of a priestly family at
Ansthoth, and prophesied from 626 to b4,
B.C., the periotF before and during the exile,

Jer-u’-sa-lem. The Holy City,capital of all
Israel, and after the separation, of the king-
dom of Judah. ‘

Josh’-u-a (or Jesh’-u-a). The High Priest
of the people in the time of the Restoration,

Jos* ch. The father of Joshua, the
High Priest of the Restoration.

* Ju’-dah. The fourth son of Jacob and the*
tribe sg;inging from him. After the division
of the kingdom,the name was applied to the
southern division. which included Judah
and Benjamin, with a portion of Simeon and
Dan, and had Jerusalem as its capital. =

Leb/-a-non. A mountain range in the north
of Palestine.

Le’-vites. Descendants of Levi, the third
son of Jacob by Leah ; set apart for the ser-
vice of the Sanctuary. The family of Aaron,
to whom the priesthood was appropriated,
was of the tribe of Levi.

Medes. One of the most powerful nations
of western Asia and ffor‘mill\{g c;x(xle of t})ec;nost
important ions of the kingdom of Cyrus.

&‘;’-lhagg:‘ Mi’-sha-el. The Chaldean
name given'to one of Daniel’s three compan-
ions and who was iraculously preserved in
the flery furnace. ’

Mith'-re-dath. The treasurer of Cyrus,
King of Babylon, at the time of the Restora-
tion.

ThNeb’-u-i:(lga.d-nfe;;-galr (Nell])uil::,immr).

e great King o on who besiegedJer-
usalem and cgrried Jgdah ‘captive, and who
built up Babylon in glory and pride.

Per/-sia. A kingdom lying east of Babylon
whoee kings overcame Babylon and ruled
over all the western part of Asia.

8ha’-drach. The Chaldean name for Han-
aniah, which see.

8he-al’-ti-el.The father of Zerubbabel, the
ruler of Judah in the Restoration.

Shesh-bas’-sar. The Persian name of Zer
ubbabel, the Prince of the Jews in the Res-
toration, who ruled over the state and super
viged the building of the temple.

Zer-ub’ba-hel. See Sheshbazzar,

M
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Tnternational Bible Lessons E
‘Btudies in the 0ld ‘l‘olta;nuat :
LissoN CALENDAR : THIRD QUARTER

Ezekiel 36: 25-36.

25 1 Then witl I sprinkle clean water u
ye shall be clean : from all your filthing

all your idols, will I cleanse you,
2% A new heart also will

heart of flesh,

i And I will put my spirit within yo
Imm, walk in my statutes, and ye
4

dgments, and do them,

% And ye shall dwell-in the land that I
vour fathers; and ye shall b‘ my people, and I will

s your .
29 And I will also save

nesses : and 1'will call for ¢!

it, and lay no famine upon y:
30 And’I will multip)

that which.
GOLDEN TEXT

‘@A new heart also will I give
you.” KEsek, 38 : 26.

DAILY READINGS
M.-Fzek, 36:22530 ) oprs 1o e
T.-Ezek.38: 3174 | Theiew heart.
W.—Ezek. 11: 14-21. The gift of

God.

Th.—Jer. 31 :'81-3{.  Thenew cove-’
nant. N
F.—Jer. 32 art 36-44. A God-fearing

heart. -
S =Jor. rgh 1-7.  \Whole-hearted re-

Commit to memory ve, 2627,

' give yo!
apirit will I put within you: and I will
stony heart out of your fiesh, and I will give you an

{:)\i from all your unclean-
e corn, and will 8 increase

ou.

K:&he frujt of the tree, and.the

Jnerease of the fleld, t! e shall recelve no mgre
reproach of famine among the s heathen.

31 Then shall ye remember your ¢ own evil ways,

Revised Version—1 And T will ; » Multiply ; * Nations’;
cities to be fnhabited, and the waste places shall ; ¥

turn.
8.—Titus 4:1-8. Regeneration.

The prophet Ezekiel was one of the captives taken to Babylon in téi.ﬂm cap

See chs. 1:2; 83:21; 40 :1.) -His prophetic work began flve years a

n you, snd

and & new
e away the

and cause
keep my

ve to

will ¢ also cause
wastes sball be

are inhabi

TIME .

After the destruction of Jerusa-
lem, B.C, 586.
PLACB

Ezekiel dwelt at Tel-Abib, on
the bank of the River Chebar, prob-
ably one of the great canals near
Babylon. . N
CATECHISM .
4. 68. What ’i:roquwd in the sicth

commandment

A. The sixth commandment re-
quireth all lawful endeavors to
pmgve our own life, and the life

ers.

EYMNS. .
Book of Praise—43 (Ps.), 131, 160,
533, 200.

OCONWBOTING LINKS

bumed.
84 And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it ©
lagsdeao:me in the sight of all that b

And they shall say, This land that was
is become like the
and desolate and ruined cities are 1 become feniced, and

el duly 2 . Gracious Invitations. Hoseea 14 : 1-9. ,
2 July 9. Danjel in Babylon. Daniel 1: 8-21.
3 duly 16 oo Thé Mebrews in the Fiery Furnace. Daniel 3 : 14-28,
£y 2. The Haridwriting on the Wall. Daniel 6 : 17-31.
5. July 30 . B Daniel in the Den of Li Daniel 6 :10-28.
6 August 6 ... ... Lol ‘The New Heart. Ezekiel 36 : 25-36. 1= :
7. August 13.......... .. e e Ezekiel’s Great Vigion. Egekiel 87: 1-1d. < O
8 August 20.... ... L. The River of Salvation, Ezekiel 47 : 1-12.
9 August 27.......... .. .. ... Returning from Captivity, Ezral:1-11. '
10. September 3........ ... ... .. ~.Rebuilding the Temple. Ezra 3:10-4: 5.
11. Septefiber 10.......... .. ... Encouraging the Puilders. H i2:1-9,
12. September 17. ... ... ... ....Power Through the 8Spirit. Zechariah 4 : 1-14.
13, September 24,0000 Lol Review.
N RS
Lssox VI THE NEW HEART

August 6, 1809

Read Ezekiel 11: 14-25; Jer. 31: 31-34

and your doings that were not good, and shall lothe
and from {ounelves in your own sight for your iniquities and
or your abominations.

82 Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord Gon,
be it known unto you: be as
for your own ways, O house of 1s'rael.

33 Thus safth the Lord Gop; In the du{' that I
shall have cleansed you from all your in|

hamed and confounded

quities I *

to dwell fu the cities, and the

, desolate
en of F'den; and the waste

36 Then the 3 heathen that are left round about you
shall xnow that I the Lorp ¢ build the ruined placcs,
and plant that that was desolate
spoken ¢, and I will do ¢,

: I the LorD bave

4 Omil owny- 8 That I cleanse you ; ¢ Cause the
enced and inhabited ; s Have builded . . .

. and planted
LESSON PLAX

L. A New Heart, 85, 88,
Cleansed\by God'’s Spirit.

11. A New Iife, 87.

Of obedience to God's law.
° III. A Wew Land, 268-84. '

Their own Jand restored to them
again, where God will be with
them, to keep them holy, and ta
send mcpeﬂfy .

IV. A New World, 85, 86, ,
. The heathen brought to the Lord
through the Lord's power and
grace towards His own people. -

and extended at lenst twenty-two vears (29:17). The first twenty-four chaptera of h

prophecies are occupied with the ruin of the city and State; the remaining chapters

i
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its future restoration and glory. [t is from this portion that to-day’s lesson is taken. The
people of Judsh had deflled themselves and their land with their idoiatry and thus incur-
red the displeasure of Jehovah, who scattered them among the heathen. Jehovah’s name
was thus profaned among His enemies, who traced theee calamities to His weakncss, ®
Therefore, for the sake of His holy Name, He will interfere, and by renewing, restoring,

and blessing His people, He will
- YweiYeus tk\"‘ Jude
1. A New Heart, 25,96

V. 2. Thenwill I qm'nkle. The external
restoration must be acoompanied by an in-
ternal change. The sprinkling of clean
water bolised cleansing. (Read the
pictm&?a account in Num. 19: -18.) It
was & symbol of & better cleansing, (See
Heb. 9: 13, 14; 10: 22, and compare
also John 3: 5.) Ye shall be clean. Idola-
trous worship was and is indescribably vile.
(Eph. 5: 12.) But very penetrating also is
the grace of God, “ Now wash me and I
shall be whiter than enow,”” ia a Scriptaral
prayer. (Isa.1:18; Pa.51:10;1John1:7.)
From....filthiness ad from....idols; from
the foulness that idolatry has wrought, from
filthiness gad from idols aiid from any lean-
ing to jdelatry—a thorough cleansing.

V.28. A new heart also. Not merely is
the past forgiven and the old heart removed,
but 8 new heart is bestowed. The *‘ heart’
is used here generally of the nature. For/
merly their heart was stony, obduraté,
unimpressionable and rebellious (2: 4; 3:
7); now they shall receive a8 heart of ﬂeah,
impressionable and soft, sensitive to the
Divine admonitionsand will. (Camb. Bible.)
Thedonyhear(mtobeexchangedfor the
heart of flesh. A newspird. * The spirit is
the rqling principle in the mind, the force
that gives direction to thought.” This would
be chmged from idolatry to Jehovah. Both
the paasive and active sides of theu' nature

would be changed. hd
| IL A New Life, 27. .

Twill put my spirit within. God’s method
of renewal i8 from within outward ; regener-
ative, and then reformatory, the Leart first,
then the conduct. This rvenewal He effects
" by the gift of His Holy Spirit. The promise
of the Holy Spirit does not appear prowmi-
uently till the Exile. Then it is oft repeated.

\

xalted among the heathen.
EXPOSITION

(vs. £1-24.)

(Ezek. 37: 14; Joel 2: 28; Zech. 4:.6; 12:
10.) Andcauseyou to walk. The Holy Spimi
moves us inwardly to do God’s will and
gives us the power to doit. Statutes are laws
as passed by legislators or rulers ; judgments,
laws as set forth in the decxsxons of judges,
The worda here embrace all the moral law
of God and cover t.he whole range of humag
duty.

III. A New Land, 88-34.

V. 28. Theland that I gave to your fathers,
Cansan was the land promised to faithful
Abraham (Gen. 12). It been agii
given to Abraham’s deecendinte when they
came out of Egypt. It would now be re--
stored to those who had forfeited it through
idolatry, if they would keep God's statutes
and judgmenta. (Ch. 28:25; 87:25)
Great temporal and spiritual blessings follow
in the t1ain of obedience (Isa.1:19; John®
14:13, 16). Yuhaabemypeopu. They, as
no other, would enjoy His favour and biess-
ing. All the promises of Bcripture are to
the filial and obedient, and to them alone, -
Will be your God. Cleansed of idolatry, they
will give Him and Him alone their trnst and
servico and He will be free to do for them
all that is in His heart.

V. 29. Save you from, or “‘out of ”’ ; a most
expreesive phrase. Prevailing and abiding
grace will be theirs. (Compare 37:23.) ?
will ecall for the corn; highly picturesque.
Bothi-harv and famine are at the call of
God. The corn,.driven far off by sin, will
come, at His call, to the penitent. Side by
side in the Lord's Prayer are the petitions
““Give us this day our daily bread’ and
‘ Forgive us our trespasees.”’

V. 30. I will multiply. The curee of sin
which had fulled on field and vineyard will
be removed, and ** the wilderness be a fruit-
ful field, and the fruitful fleld be counted ]
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for a forest”’ (Laa. 32 :15). Nou more reproach.
The heathen reproached them that either
Jehovah was angry with them, or was un-
able.to bless their labors. This reproach
would be taken away.

Vs231-34. Thenvhall yeremember. . . and shall
lothe yourselres.  * The goodness of God lead-
eth to repentance’’ (Rom."2:4). The good-
ness of God in restoring and blessing them
will fill their minds with abhcrrence of what
they were, and of what they had done.
(16:61, 63; 20:41-44.) - Not for your sakes.
“Not for your good deserving; on the con-
trary, their own ways"Wen thought upon
could only cause them shame.” (Q}mb.
Bitle). Thus saith the Lord God ;/their own
Jehovah, whoee might and faithfulness and
love they knew, * who esith and it is done.”
Jn the day. So closely connected are the
word of the Lord, and its tulfilment, so
cloely, the inward renewal, and the out-
ward rest and restoration. The Lard is ever
swift to bless, if we will only permit Him.

lte]y sure. (

And the desolate land.  The land lying desolate
through sin shall then be tilled, and thus the
reproach be removed. .

IV. A New World, 85, 86. .

Vs. 85, 36. And they shall say; the testi-
mony of ‘“all that paseed by "’ (v. 34). This
land that was desolate . . . likethe garden of Eden ;
prosperity following in the wake of true ro-
ligion.- Isit not ever so? It is irreligion
that blights communities and nations. No
truly godly nation disintegrates. The first
places amongst the nations ever belong to
the peoples who fear and servethe Lord. The
heathen . . . shall know. Thus the worship of
God extends. God’s gracious dealings with
His own people proclaim aloud to the world
His power and goodness, and men are led to
recognize and serve Him. 8o the love and
fear of areto become world-wide. Have
spoken . . . and will do. God's word stands fast.
His promises are ‘‘ yea and amen,’’ absolu-
also Heb.. 6:17, 18.)

mm&mmnr%%m'd I .

In this portion of his prophecy Ezekiel
holds before the people the inspiring hope of
return from captivity. In so doing he was
periorming a duty highly important to the
exiles. t man is the true friend of his
kind who cheers theé despondent and swings
ont into the sky of their lives the star. of
hope. We should all aim at gnooursging
and etrengthening one another. The world
is full of discouraging experiences, and most
people are fighting 8 hard battle. Bleased
indeed, therefore, are those who cheer and
hearten their fellowmen.

Then will I sprinkle clean water, v. 1. The
promise of cleansing was a neceseary accom-
paniment to the promise of return, because
to return to their own land anchanged in
heart and life would simply mean that the
old rpage of their history would be written
over again, and its record would be that of
the old eins and the old consequences. Their
real loss was not the loss of their country
and of their homes, but the lose of clean
hearts, a ead beggaring indeed.

‘* Weep not for broad lands lost ;
Weep not for fair hopes crossed ;
Weep not when limbe wax old ;
Weep not when friends grow cold ;
Weep not that death must part
Thine and the best-loved heart ;
Yet weep—weep all thou can—
Weep, weep, because thou art
A gin-defiled man.”

you, v.25, Exile undoubtedly did marvels
in the wal§ bringing the Jewish people to
their senses in the matter of their relation to
God. Like the loet son in the parable, they
‘ came to themselves,”” and eaw the folly of
idol worship so that they never fell into that
gin again. 8in is defiling to the soul, as any
kind of filth is to the body, and we must be
cleansed from &in before we are fit company
for God or fit for any service in God's name.
Idols must be put away. Whataoever takes
the place of God in our hearts is an idol and
must be utterly cast out.

A new heart, v. 26. A radical chadggt is
which God effects. The very springs of our
natures are sanctified. ‘‘If any man be in

. 4
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The New Heart

(Auguste

Christ ho is & new creature’’ (2 Cor. 5: 17).
Thoughts are new, desires age new, activitioa
* run in & new channel. Like Saul of Tarsus,
the renewed manpreaches the faith which
once he destroyed (Gal. 1: 23). This change
must begin with the heart; for ‘‘out of it
are the issues of life ”’ (Prov. 4 : 23). Outward
forces of compulsion or restraint never effect
pe ent reformation in character. The
unimpressionable, unfeeling heart
must be changed to the heart of flesh, whoee
quivering life manifests true feeling and
produces right actio
And I will put my rutmthmyou,v27
In order to live the true life we must have a
motive power, and this God supplies by the
gift of His Holy Spirit. The vivid words of
the creation story tell us how the inert body
of man became alive when God breathed
into his nostrils the breath of.life ((ren. 2:
7). . So, into us who are dead in trespasses
and sins, and thus incapable of right action,
God sends the Holy Spirit as an impartation
of Himself. Without this Spirit we can do

. . nothing. 1t is this Spirit that enables s to

walk in the statutes of God and keep His
judgments. Our anxiety, therefore, should
be to drive forth from our hearts all that card
hinder the Spirit coming into our lives, for
only a cleansed heart is a meet dwelling-
place for Him (Eph. 4 : 30).
Ye shall dwell in the land, v. 28. There isa
close tonnection between n&tmnal righteous-
ness and national stability. Holinesa is bet-
ter than armies or navies. Indeed, without
the strength of heart and arm whichholiness
alone can produce, armies and navies are
impossible. The history of our time is a
startling commentary on thia. The nations
that are undergoing the humiliating procees
of partition and dismemberment are nations
that—Mave abandoned themselves to mere
worl@tiness or to superstition and consequent
godlessness. Strange, is it not? that even the
brute force, whichis the poor subsetitute among
wamng nations for sweet reason, dies out
thoee peoples who fail to fear God

md work righteousness.
Ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.
Can an‘pmmise be richer than this? Ye

-|into our lives.

—N\-
shall be Mine, close to My heart, guarded by
My loving eve, led" by My gracious hand:
Mine and oh, how precious to Me. And ]
will be yours, giving out all the fulness of
My power and grace for your help and joy.
So Paul says t0 the Philippians; ““ My God
ehall supp! Rl your need -according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jesus '’ (ch. 4 : 19,

Twill call for the corn, v. 20. God’s guar-
antee of prosperity is set forth in thia verse
and the verse following. He does nothing
by halves. It is ‘‘the best robe,’”” and ‘‘the
ring on his hangd,’’ and ‘tthe shoes on his
feet,”” and ‘‘ the fatted calf,’” and the merry-
making, when the prodigal returna.

Then shall ye r ber your oun evil ways. v,
31.  One of the first things we realize, when
some one whom we have fried to injure doce
us a good turn, is our own meannessand wick- .
edness. So,when we are redeemed from death
by God, we loathe ourselves for the enmity we
once displayed against Him, His love man-
ifested to us in Christ makes us ashamed of
the way we have treated Him. We abhor
ourselves and repent in dust and ashes. ..

Not for your sakes, v. 32. In this saying
God takes away from us all poegible idea that
He saves us because. we deserve it at His
hands. To believe tiAt we have merited sal-
vation i8 to prevent ite power coming
‘ Not by works of righteous-
ness which we have done, but according to
his mercy he saved us’’ (Titus 8: 5), is the
testimony of the truly converted soul. The
[kpawledge of this enhances our. loathing of
our own selves and leads us to appreciate all
the more the undeeerved grace and mercy of
God.

The desolate land shall be tilled, v. 34. 1Itis.
true of the godly man that ¢ whatsoever he
doeth shall prosper’” (Pr. 1:3). It is a
charge sometimes made against the Church
in our dsy that it existe for the prosperous
clagees ; but this ia mistaking cause and ef-
fect, gince it is much nearer the real truth to
may that people are prosperous because they
are in the Church. This is lugelx true even
a8 to this world's affairs,and it is wholly troe

28 to0 the only prosperity that endures. There
fore, savs Paul, get hold of godliness. It ig
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_ the best of all investments ; for ‘‘godliness I of the life'that now is, and of that which is

is profitable unto all things, haying promise |

~

Tug (io8PEL IN EZRKIEL, bysDr. Guthrie,
of Fdinburgh, was a beok famous a genera-
tion ago. The great preacher entered deep
into the spirit of the great prophet when he
devoted twenty-two discourses to the exposi:
tion of a portion of the chapter from which
the lesson for this Sabbath has been taken.
Erekiel, a prophet of the captivity, lived
and suffered amongst the captives in Baby-
Jon. The shame of their gin and of its pun-
ishment was sore upon him. The burden
of his message was God's wrath for gin, but,
hetter still, God’s grace for the sinner—the
Gospel, the ““good news’’ ‘of God's grace.
That Gospel he opens out fully here.

Begin by recalling Iesson I., Hosea's
pleading with Israel to yeturn to the Lord

., ¢re it should be too late. That was almost

one hundred and fifty years back, before
either Israel or Judah had been led away
captive. They had refused to return, had
plunged more deeply into sin, and were now
suffering the consequences. They had dis-
honored God, but He had not forgotten
them.  His infinite love follows them, and
it is the very throbbings of God's heart that
one hears in the passage we are to study.

1. A new heart, 25, 26. Do not spend time
inany nice partitioning uff of ‘heart’’ and
“epirit.”’  Rather make haste to bring out
these three truths: (a) That sin defiles, (b)

to come”’ (1 Tim. 4: 8).

that it defiles every part of the nature, (e)
that.only God can cleanse ; and this fourth
truth, also, that He cleanses by renewal.
“Except & man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God”’ (John 8: 8).

2. A new Hfe, 27. Show that the core of
godliness is the doing of God’s will (Eccl 12:
13), that obedience to God’se will is ‘possible
only through renewsl of our corrupt hearts,
and that the natural outcome of the renewed
heart is sucll ¢onformity to God’s will.

8. A new land, 28-34. The details of thé
verses may be questioned out at length, but
the emphasis should be placed where Ezekiel
places it—national soundness and prosperity,
the result of holiness of heart and life. “In
a very real sense,” say to the scholard,
‘‘ our - country's weal or woe depends on.
your loyalty to God and good, and thine.”

4. A new world, 85, 38. 'These verses give
s fine opportunity of illustrating one way by-
which the, Gospel spreads, viz., through the
évident bleasing of God on those who obey
the Goepel. Godly living, whether on $he
part of individuals or nations, has a marvel-
IouI:‘ potency in winning others to God.

the lesmon end—there is no abrupkpess
in the transition—with the GoLnmt
for the new heart is the ‘secret of the holi-
ness and the power to lead othery in the

right way.

TOPICS POR RRIEP PAPERS
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous. Only one topic should be given to each acholar.

the class.)

1. The new heart.

2. The richness of (God’s grace.

3. Godly wen, a natien’s strength.

Sometimes all may be asked to write on the same topic.

The papers to be read out in

IN
SI'FFERING
HAME

A CONTRAST

Y
OLINESS
’ APPINESS ‘
ONOR

-
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* Eszekiel's Greal Vision

" [August 13

Lesox VII.

1 The hand of the LorRD was upon me, and carried
me out {n the spirit of the LoD, and set me down in
the midst of the valley which was full of bones,

2 And caused me to pass by them round about : and,
hehold, there were very many in the open valley ; and,

lo, they were v drz;

3 And he unto me, Son of man, can these bones
live? And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest.

4 Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these
bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the
word of the LORD.

5 Thus mith the Lord God unto these bones: Be-
holdnl will cause ! breath to0 enter into you, and ye

ive:

6 And I will lay sinews upon yo'lh and will brln{
up flesh upon y:'\hsnd cover you with skin, and pu
tweath in ye shall live; and ye shall know
that I am RD. |

7 80 I prophesied a8 I was commanded: and as I

phesied, there was a3 noise, and behold 3 a shak-
ng, and the bones came together, bone to his bone.

And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh
mmgug upon them. and the skin coverel them
above : but fAere was no breath {4 them.

EZEKIEL'S GREAT VISION .

Ezekiel 8: 1-14. -Commit to memory vs, 5, 6.

August 13, 1899
Read John 3: 118

9 Then said-he unto me, Prophesy unto the ¢ wind,
pto&heay. son of man, and say to the ¢« wind, Thus
saith the Lord God ; Come from the four winds, 0)s
Imi h, and breathe upon these slain, that they may

ve, )

10 80 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up
upon their feet, an exceeding great army.

11 Then he said unto me, Bon of nun.hthe.e botes
are the whole house 0f Is'rael : behold, they say, Gur
bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are s cut off,
for our parts.

12 Therefore and say unto them, Thus
saith the Tord God ? Beiylold, 0 m{: people, I will open

your graves, and cause you tg come up out of your
graves, and you into the land of 1s'rael.
13 And ye know that I am the LorD, when

have opened your graves, O my people, and ? brought
you up out of your graves,

14 And put my ¢ spirit in you, and ye ghall
live, and Ishall place you in your own land: then
shall ye know that I the LoRD bave spoken i, and per-
formed i, safth the LogD.

Vn{ion—l Margin, Sp!ri'i ; % Thundering: 3 An earthquake; ¢ Margin, Breath; & Marqm,

LESSOXN PLAN

1. The Dry Bones, 1, 8.

Which Erzekiel saw in the open
;slley, ‘“‘very many ' and ‘‘very
.

II. The Living Army, 8-10.

Revised
Wind, or 8pirit; ¢ Clean out off ; ¥ Gaused you to come up out.
GOLDEN TEXT TIME ) )
« - Early in thé Exile, which Kzek-
T will put my eptrit within you.™ | 1| foretells s come to an end.
Esek. 38:87.
PLACE .
DAILY READINGS * On the banks of the Chebar.
x.—m‘:. 87:1-14. Ezekiel's vis- | CATEOHIEM
“ n. . 69, What forbidden tn the
T.—Ezek. 87 : 2028. Promise of m%. &mm..:g{ "

restoration.
W.—Ezek. 2 : 2331.  All-have
sinned

Th.—Is. 1:149. Dead in sin.

F.—Deut. 8 : 11-20. Waming.

8.—Rgm. 8:1-11. Quickened by
the

t.
8.—@%2:{40. From death to
e.

own
eth thereun

P4

A. The sixth commandment for
biddeth the taking away of our
life, or the life of our neigh-
bor unjumaot whatsoever tend-

LESSON ETMNS
&S?OOk of Praipe—25, 105, 111, 518,

The dead bones, changed b
God's power and at the prophet'z
word into living men.

III. What it all Meant, 11-14.

’l;:e hopel}:an b: vle;a in Bab;;on
to be brought a living nation
into their own land.

]

] CONNECTING LINKS .
Chapter 36 concludes with a promise that the captives should return in flocks to re-

inhabit their own land. But how could such & promise be realized in a ‘people who -

scemed utterly dead and insensible to any such hope? The situation was one of utmost
discouragement. To remove the gloom and to give assurance of God's quickenirg power,

the vision of the lesson was granted.

EXPOSITION

1. The Dry Bones, 1, 8. .

V. 1. The hand of the Lord; the holy im-
pulse of the Spirit of God, which moved the
prophet as under the power and influence
of divine strength. (1 Kings 18: 46 ; Erek.
1:3.) .Inold time, says the apostle Peter,
holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost. (2 Pet.1:21.) The
condition of the prophet's mind under this
impulse would be that of earnest thought,
which would receive the divine communica-

tions unperturbed, the mind enlightened,
the moral nature stimulated, and the will
constrained by the highest motives. (Pr-
fessor R. Y. Thomson,) QCarried me out in the
Spiri.  Under the influence of the Holy
Spirit he was carried out, not bodily, nor in
day-dreaming, but on the flight of the most
earnest moral and spiritual thought. Set me
down in the valley. Ezekiel may have been
accustomed to meditate in some such secluded

place. (See ch.3:22.) ‘‘The valley repre-

N i
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sents Mesopotamia, the scene of Israel’s so-
journ in her state of national deadness.”

V' 2. Caused me to pass by them. The
phmoc was led by the Spirit to give close
attenfion to the bones in the valley, to view,

 agit were, the nation from all sides. Very
muny in the open valley. The bones were
strewn over the valley in vast numbers, and
they appeared bleajhed and dry. Their
numbers were, no doubt, suggested by the
actual fact, that vast multitudes of the peo-
ple had been slain by the sword, or had
otherwise perished; and their dryness ex-
presws at least the utter deadness of the
nation, and the apparent hopelessness of its
revival, if not (v. 11) that it had been long
dead.  (Camb. Bible.)

II. The Living Army, 8-10.

V3. Son of man, i.e., Mortal, weak, helpless
man (ch. 2:1,3; 3:1,3; 4:16; 8:5).

of n these bones live?  The Holy Spirit raised
the question, which pressed so heavily on
the heart of the people and of the prophet
(v. 11), and raised it to answer it. O Lord
God, thou knowest; looking at the bones, so
dead and dry, the prophet could not answer
Yes. Looking into the face of Him who

spoke, and whpse hand was upon him, he:

could not answer No. (Rom.4: 17-21 ; Heb.
1t: 19.) Humbly and reverently he answers,
“Q Lord God, thou knowest.” Compare
John's answegg, Rev. 7: 14. f

V. 4 Prop%sy upon (over) these bones. To
prophesy is to speak in God’s name and
what God wishes said. FErekiel would not
havq dared to speak any word of himself.
The word of man would have been a mock-
ery ; but when *‘ the Lord bath spoken, who
can but prophesy?" (Ch. 2:3, 4,8.)

V. 5, 6. Behold I; ‘‘the Lord JeLovah,
the source of all power, the controller of all
nations,” will cauge breath. ‘‘The act of
putting breath within them, being the main
and final step of giving them life, is men-
tioned first a8 if it embraced all.”” (Camb.
Bible) Ye ehall ipe. A marvellous word,

truly, to dry bones, but a word.of rich promise.
.ind I will lay sinews upon you. The detail of
the process of the transformation of the dry
bones into living men, with flesh and blood,

is given to assure the captives that the
change promised will be real and complete.
Ye shall know. God makes Himself known in
natureand in grace by His life-giving and
transforming power. None but Jehovah
could do guch & miracle as this.

Vs.7,8. AsI was commanded. God' de--
lights in and rewards the prophet who is
obedient to His word ; and only the word re-
ceived from God is effectual to persuade mén.-
A noise. The margin of the Rev. Ver. reads
‘“a thundering.” A shaking; Rev. Ner. “‘an
carthquake.”. And the bones came together ;
nature in sympaeh?} as at the crucifixion and
resurrection of our Lord. (Mat. 27: 51-
54; 28: 2)

Bone to his bone. What a picture this, of
the coming together of the scattered and
deéead elements of the nation, the Church,
and the whole race of men, under the power
and influence of the Word of God. Sinews
oo flesh. ., .skin. .. .butno breath. The order
described in the creation of man (Gen. 2) is
observed here. First, the body was formed,
and then the breath of life was breathed
into it. (Camb. Bible.) .

V. 9. Prophesy unio the wind (breath). In
Hebrew the. eame word means breath and
gpirit. < The sign of life, the breath, is seen
to be identical with the wind or air, and by,
an intensification of meaning common to
many becomes the principle of
life, or the living principle iteelf, the spirit.
The poet “truly says (etymologically) the
spirit does but mean the breath. But,
though the words be identical, the ideas are
different. (Prof. A B. Davidson.) Come
Jfrom the four winds. The wind from the four
corners of heaven is a true symbol of the
universal, life-giving Spirit of God. (v..14.)
Breathe upon (into) these slain; as -God did
into Adam. (Gen. 2: 7.)

V. 10. So I prophesied. The life-givin,
Spirit was at the command of the prophet,
and responded to his word. The Spirit of
power is given to those who keep in close
touch with God. (John 20: 22; Acts 2.)
An erceeding great army; signifying the
strength and greatness to which the nation

-

should grow.
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II, What it all meant, 11-14.

V. 11. These bones are the whole house of
Jsrael.  Ezekiel, though belonging to Judah,
yearned for the quickening and re-union of
the whole nagiorf (v. 16). The ten tribes had
gone first int6 captivity, then the two, and
the whole nation was scattered and appar-
ently dead. Our ‘bones are dried. - The
prophet {akes up the despairing words of the
people, if perchance he may remove their
gloom and bring them a message of hope.
Our hope 1s lost. The destruction of the
nation appeared final, and with it all their
hopes. Their religions and national hopes
were 80 intertwined that the loss of national
life secmed to them the loss of God.  We are
cut off for our parts. Rey. Ver. “ Clean cut
off.”” * Asfor ourselves’ they say, we are

) b Nasweay, ot

The hand of the Lord was upon me,v.1. The
prophets never felt that they gave their mest
sages of their own accord. The false prophets
spake “ out of their own hearts’’ (ch. 13:2);
but a divine compulsion rested upon the true
prophets. ““ If,”’ exclaims Jeremiah, *if’1
say I will not make mention of Him nor
speak any more in 1lis name, then there is
in mine heart as it were a burning fire shut
up in my bones, and I am weary with for-
bearing and I cannot contain.” (Jer. 20: 9,
Rev. Ver.). The words of the prophets ought,
therefore, to lay a similar constraint upon
every hearer. Rince God spake in time past
by them, the way of their message ought to
lie open to every heart.  The neglect which
they have suffered has been a great loss.
Every signof reviving interest in them should
be welcomed.

Behold there were very many . .’. and they
were very dry, vs. 2, 11, When the people
said, ' Our bones are dried up and our hope
is lost” (v. 11), of course they meant that
their national lifc had ceased. It was the
hope of & national revival which they had
lost ; they felt that they were cut off from
the blessings which their nation had enjoyed
and the ambitions it had cherished.  So the
life of the Church is constantly threatened.
The atmosphere here is uncongenial to its
vigorous life ; it i8 an exotic which cannot be

cut off, separated, shut out from God’s help
and all our hopes. (Compare Isa. 53: 8.)
Ve. 12-14. Thus saith the Lord God; the
God, not of the dead, but of the living, [
will open your graves. The nation thinking
of themselves as dead and buried, and their
help and hopes gone, are assured by Jehovah
that He will open the graves in which they
are buried and bring them forth again to life
and hope, The valley of bondage seemed to
them a the land of Canaan would be
their hope. Ye shall know. Those who have
experience of God's grace know Him best
(2 Tim. 1:12). Shall put my spirit in you.
The symbol of the wind breathing upon the
slain 18 _here explained. It is the Spirit of
Jehovah that gives life (Ps. 104: 30), and
that Spirit is given freely to all gho ask.

P
ILLUSTRATION AND APPLICATION

so naturalized that it shall grow of itself. You
can never gay that it in so established that
there is no fear for its permanence. Thereare,
always Babylons ready to lead it into captiv-
itv. The world is always hostile to the very
existence of the Church and to all its insti-
tutions. There i8, indeed, a valuable element
in Christianity which can be acclimated. It
has already urned the Greeco-Roman civili-
zation u; down. But the birth of a citi-
zen is not, and cannot,be the birth of a Chrie-
tian. A member of a national Church is not
necessarily a member of Christ,

O Lord God, thou knowest, v. 3. The
prophet from day to day hegrd his fellow-
exiles speak of the future of Israel in accents
of despair. Hence, before this vision, he may
well have been brooding with some anxiety
over the situation. But he did not bring
his prepossessions into the presence of God.
When there was an opportunity to listen to
divine wisdom, he held his peace. In fact,
it was simply his ability to sit humbly at
the Lord’a feet which made him a prophet.
And if in the perplexities of our lives, we do
not clearly hear the divine vpice, it may be
because we are more eager to use our tongues
than ourears. We wish to be ‘“ many mas-
ters”’ (Jas. 3 : 1) and therefore there are few
prophets. ’

Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord....and
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ye shall live, ve. 4, 5. (Compare v. 13.) God
might open up the way to ‘their country by
the armies of Cyrus, His servant (See 2
(hron 38 : 28), but a more truly divine work
was required to rouse to life the dead souls
of the long exile, to made the scattered and
downcast captives of Babylon a great army
of God. 8o completely had hope and spirit
died out, that nothing less than a divine com-
motion could restore them. Sothe Christ of
Church is _truly restored to vigor only by
divine power. The birth of 8 Christian is
that second birth which is ** not of blood, nor
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God.” d:)hnl :13.) And if
all our life comes from on high, we must
" never cease renewing our contact with its
sum‘ce

" %o I prophesied qs I was commanded v. 7.

(See also v. 10.) The word of the prophet

caused the noise and- the earthquake. This

wag not the ineffective breath of man, but
the mighty power of God. Of old God said,

““Let there be life’”’ and.there was the life of

the creature. And still the Word of God is
" quick and powerful and can quicken with

divine fulness the paralyzed limbe of His
people.  Spoken with prophetic power it
causes 8 sound and a shaking and bone
rushes to bonegand the sinews and the flesh
come and the vital breath filla & man with
spiritual energy. , The hour now is when the
dead hear the voice of the Son of God and
live, (John 5 :25.) That voice which called

Lazarus out of his tomb still calls dead souls

out of graves, closed with yet heavier stones.

'I‘hes}é(i can never be when these greater

mirac no longer be wrought by that
living Word of God. In this it is contrasted
with the words of men, which ‘‘have their
day and cease to be.”’

Ye shall know that I am the Lord, v. 6.
(Compare v. 13.) By His name, Jehovah,
God revealed Himself first to Israel under
Moses. (Ex. 3:14, etc.) Thereby He

promised, in effect, to be faithful to His
covenant with His people. From this bless-
ed name there issued the redemption out
of Egypt. By it Giod pledged Himself to
Israel in every crisis of her history. The
restoration of her lost nationflity would ful-
fil that pledge; and in all r ages God
has taught His people that he is Jehovah by
His loyalty to His covenant. Of all the
great revivals of the life and spirit of the
Church, by far the most notable was that of
the 16th century. Whatever may have
occasioned this movement, whatever may
have contributed to its success, the most cur-
gory knowledge of the life of its greatest cham-
pion, Luther, shows that it was an effort to
come into direct, personal communion with
God. The priest-ridden Church of that time
had closed every way of access to God save
the narrow channel of its own rites and ser-
vices. Luther displayed afresh ‘the way
which Christ had made by His own blood.

Prophesy unto the wind, v. 9. (Compare
‘I will put my spirit in you, v. 14.) Evi-
dently here, just as elsewhere, the wind is a
symbol of the Spirit of God (See John 3: 8).
God epeaks by His prophet and yet there is
no life apart from the inspiration of the
Spirit. It is by His Spirit that God gives
and renews the spiritual life. Itisthe Word
of God which is employed, but it is the Spirit
who alone can render that word effectual.
It is usually His word in & human mouth
which accomplishes His purposes, but to the
8pirit who takes up His abode in the heart
of the hearer belongs all the glory. It was
this 8pirit who fitted the prophets and the
apostles for the discharge of their ; the
same Spirit was given without meastire mthe
Son of God for the work of the ministry and
it is His power that the Church especially
needs in our day. ‘‘Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these
slain that they may live.”’ Let this be the
cry of all who long for souls.

. TRACHING EINTS

Have a little conversation with your
scholars about disheartenment, whether in
the nation, a business enterprise, or an in-
dividual life; and about the inspiration

which & man of heart and hope brings.

Such men are true saviors of their fellows.
Recall, especially, the dark periods in the

higtory of God’s people in®Old Testament
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times, and ask for the names of those who
brought God’s message of chedr. Pursue the
subject into the New Testament age, and on
through later history.

Now bring the echolars back to Ezekiel's
time.. The condition of things is familiar
through the previous lessons. Recall in de-
tail the promises of that of lnst Sabbath.

How are these to be realized ? The nation
seems so utterly dead that there “would ap-
pear to be no way.

But (God i8 not dead, and by

A VisioNn

He shows His prophet, that the prophet
way declare to the people, by what power
the promiscs of the restoration to their own
land, and the revival of national and reli-
gious life, are to be made good.

Utilize the picturesque, which goes almost
to the boundaries of the grotesque here, to
make the spiritual truths of the lesson im-
pressive.

A SErIEs OF SCENES

1. Phe hand of the Lord upon the prophet.

2. The wide valley piled with dry bones.

8. The tour of observation. ‘

4. The strange question and the wise and
reverent answer,

5. The command to prophesy—the proph-

TOPICS FOR BRIEF PAPERS

et’s astonishment and yet acquiescence. .

6. The delivery of the message; what an
audience for a preacher! heaps upon heaps
of scattered bones.

7. The thundering, the earthquake, and
the marshalling by some unscen and mys-
terious power of the dead bones ; the sinews,
flesh, and skin coming on them ; a-valley of
cOrpses now. )

8. The summoning of the breath from the
four winds. '

9. The dead alive, an exceeding great
army. ) ’

Then follow with :

(a) The explanation. God will manifest
Himself to the captive nation a8 the life-
giver. He will restore them, a living nation,
to their own land, renewed in heart and
rozul:\' for God’s service. .

(&) The application. It is the Spirit of God
alone who can make those live who are dead
in trespasses and gins, and that Spirit isgiven
through the Word of God preached and
heard, taught and learned. Let the teacher
impress upon himself the responsibility of
his office in the handling of the Word, and
let him impress upon the scholars the duty
and privilege of yielding their whole nature
to the life-giving Spirit of God.

L

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous. Only one topic should be given to each scholar.

Sometimes all may be nsked to write on the same toplc

class. )
.1. A brief sketch of the vision.
2. The Spirit of God as the life-giver.
8. Ezekiel's share in the miracle.

The papers to be read out in the

BLACKBOARD uvmw

LIFE FROM THE DEAD

GOD’S

Purpose of Grace
Call through the Gospel
Gift by His Spirit




2

~ “

The River of Salvation

N . -

1800]
- '
Lassox VI

1 Afterward he brought me
the house : and, behold, waters Imued out from under
the threshold of the house eastward ; for the forefront,
of the house toward the east, and the waters
came down from under from the right side of the
house, at the south side of the altar, .

2 Then brought he me out ! of the way of the gate
northward, and led me 2 about the way without unto
the utter gate by the way 2 that looketh eastward ;
and, behold, there ¢ ran out waters on the right stde.

3: #And when the man that had thelline in hishand
went forth eastward, he 1pessured athousand cubits,
and he brought me through the waters; the waters
were W the ancles,

4 Again he mesasured a thousand, and brought me | sha

through the waters: the waters were to the knees.
Agan, be measured a thousand, and brought me
through ; the waters were to the loh:s. .

5 Afterward he measured a thousand ; andft wass
rivér that I could not pass over: for the waters were
risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be
passed over, .

6 And he said unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen
thia? Then he brought me, caused me to return
to the brink of the river.

7 Now wheh I had réturned, behold,é at the bank of

THR RIVER OF SALVATION
: . 2
Fzekiel 47: 1-12, &)Qltwmemory.,v. 12, Cogp:r_se Zech. 13;1and 14; 8, 9; Matt. 13 : 31-34; Rev.

in unto the doorof |,

2
Ld

August 20, 1899

@ river were very many trees on the one slde and on

e other.,

8 Then safl he unto me, These waters issue T out
toward the east country, and go down into the desert,
and # go into the sea: wAich brought forth into
the sea, the waters shall be healed.

9 And it shall come to that every ¢ thing that
liveth, which mov whithersoever the rivers shall
come, shall live: there shall be a very mul-
titude of fish, 1¢ because these waters shaill come
thither: for they shall be healed; and everything
shall live whither the river cometh. r

10 And it shall come to pass, tha! the fishers shall
stand 1t upon it from En’-ged! even unto En-egla'im;
the{ [ be & ?laoeto spread forth neta; their fish

1 be agoorling to their kinds, as the fish of the
great sea, exceeding many.

11 But the miry places thereof, and the marishes
the':eo( shall not be healed ; they shall be given to

12 And by the river u the bank thereof, on this
side and on that side, shall w all trees for meat,
whose leaf shall not fade, neither shall the fruit there-
of 13 be consumed : it shall bring forth new fruit 1 ac-
cording to his months, because 14 their waters they
issued out of the san: : and the fruit_thereof

shall be for meat, and the lea? thereof for medicine.

Tersion—! By; ? Round by the way; 3 Of the gate that looketh toward the east; ¢ Ma:

Revised
or, trickled forth ; $ When the man went forth eastward
the castern region ; 8 Shall go down into the Arabah; and they shall
shull the waters go. which were made to issue forth ; and the ; * Every 1l ng
}»Im'v whither the rivers come ; 1 For these waters are come thither, an
1

with the line in his hand ; ¢ Upon ; ¥ Forth %o
forth toward the sea; intp the sea
creature which swarmeth, in every

the waters of the sea shall be healed’;

Brit: from Engedi even unto En-eglaim shall be a place for the spreading of nets; 13 Fail ; 13 Every

month ; ¢ The waters thereof iasue.

¥ T —lsa. 35. Streswmsin the
§ W .2 Kings 3:9-20. A miraculous

GOLDEN TEXT

“ Whosoever will, let him
the water of life freely.” Rev.889:
17.

.. DAILY READINGS

M —Ezek. 47:1-12. The River of
& salvation.
desert.

supply.
Th —Zech, 14: 4-11. Living waters.
F —Psalm 65. The River of God.
x —Rev.21:1-7. A free gift,

8.—Rev. 22: 17, Water of life,

TINE

Twenty-fifth year of FEzekiel's
captivity (ch. 40: 1), B.c, 572
PLACE

Asin previous lessons,
CATECHISK

Q. 70. Which is the seventh com-
mandment f

A, The ueve{th commandment
is, Thou shalt not commit adult-
ery.
LESSON HYMNS

Book of Praise—i3 (Ps.), 144, 161,
148, 457.

OONNECTING LINKS.

LESSON PLAN
1. The Waters Springing. 1, 8.

From under the threshold of the
t(imple and at the south side of the
altar.

II. The Watars Deepening, 8-8.

To the ancles, the knees, the
loins, then a deep rushing river.

mm. The Waters Giving Life, 6-

Fish in abundance, arid trees on
their Lanks for food and healing.

> .

In the concluding chapters of his prophecy Ezekiel gives an ideal picture of the new

home of the returned captives and their final condition of felicity. In chapters
4043 it isthe Temple, in chapters 44-46, its ordinances, and in ch. 47, the stream issuing
forth. As Prof. A. B, Davidson says, ‘‘The natural fact on which thgewision rests is this,
that there was a fountain connected with the Temple Hill, the waters of which fell Into the
valley east of the ¢ity and made their way towards the sea.’”” A small and, except when
augmented by torrent floods, an insignificant, stream.> (Isa. 8: 6.)

EXPOSITION . ) )
_1. The Waters Springing, 1,8. hope and encouragement of Israel. He has
V. 1. Afterward he brought me. ,The|madea long tour of the Temple, and is now
prophet’s guide is described in ch. 40 :1-40. | brought, in spirit, from the outer court (46 :
Fzekiel was led in vision from place to | 23) to the door of the house; the entrance from
place. He describes what he gaw, for the | without, in the court of the priests, to thé
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- Holy Plaee, which was part of the Temple
proper. Watrrs ismued. A living spring, ris-
ing in the hill on which the Temple was built
issued out from under the threshold of the
‘“door of the house,’” “on the right, that is,
the south side, and flowed east, passing the
altar on the south side. It was symbolic of
that river of life which has its eprings in
God’s epiritual temple, and continually
pours itself forth for the refreshing and bless-
ing of men.

¢ A river is whose streams do glad

The city of our God ;
The holy place, wherein the Lord
Moet High hath His abode.

Rev. 22: 1—represents the water of life as
proceeding out of the throne of God and of
the Lamb.

V. 2. Then brought he me... . orthward.
The castern gate being shut, because by it
the Lord fad engered (44: 2), the prophet
is led in vision out by the north gate of the
Temple, and “round to the outer east gate,
at which he beheld the stream emerge into
the open at the south side of the gate.”
(Cmnd. Bible).

II. The Waters Dozpenlnx. 3-8.

V. 8. And when the man; the guide, de-
scribed in ch. 40: 14 ; who, by his mea-
surements, seeks to enhance, for Ezekiel and
the people, the glory of the city and king-
dom. A thousand cubits ; about 16,000 feet, a
cubit being about 18 inches. (Compare
Erzek. 40:5.) There seems to be no special
significancy in the distances; except that the
river rapidly broadened as it flowed onward.
He brought me through. His guide caused
him to wade through the waters, and he
found them ankle deep.

Va, 4, 5. Again he measured. Successive
measurements, and successive wadings,
showed an increasing depth—to the knees,
to the loins, and, finally, an impassable river
(Hebrew, “a river of swimming’'); a life-
givingand ever-increasing stream of heavenly
influence, proceeding from the centre of the
divine kingdom, and diffusing itself far and
wideamong men. (Puirick Fairbairn.) Com-
pare ths parables of the mustard reed and
the Jeaven (Matt. 13) and Nebuchadnezzar's

dream as interpreted by Daniel.  (Dan. 2;

34, 35, 44, 45.)

" IIL. The Waters Giying Life, 6-18. .

Vu. 6, 7. Hastdhou seen this?  The prophet
was so taken up with the mysteriously in-
creasing depth of the waters that he had
not noticed the beauty of the banks. T
the brink (bank) of the river; out of the
deep water to the bank, and, it may be, up
the stream again. His guide will have him
see, not merely its depths, but also its bene-
ficient, life-giving effects. Very many trea,
The prophet found both banks covered with
beautiful fruit-bearing trees. (v.12.)

V. 8. Towards....the desert, and go inip
the sea. The direction of the stream was
castward toward the desert and the Dead
Sea. A striking symbol of the saving grace
of God, which, like a living stream, flows
through the wilderness of this world. The
fon of man, who is that grace of God em-
bodied, came ‘‘to seek and to eave that
which was lost.” (Luke 18:11.) The ‘“east
country '’ is the district of country round
about the Dead Sea so much in need of sweet
water. The desert (The Arabah) is now
called the Ghor. It includes the depression’
of the Jordan valley, the Dead Sea, and
as far south as the Gulf of Akaba. Deut.
1:1;3:17; Josh. 18:18. (Camb. Bible.)

Brought  forth into the sea. For another
reading of the verse see Rev. Ver. as given
along with the lesson passage, Thewaters shall
be healed. Even the bitter brine of the Dead
Sea, in which no living thing can exist, shall
be sweetened. The river of salvation
reaches. unto and descends to the lowest
depths of human sin, and wherever it comes
it heals and vivifies.

V. 9. Everything that .... moveth. (Rev.Ver.
“every living creature, which swarmeth "
or creepeth.) All the small aquatic animals
shall live and multiply in the healed waters.
The rivers shall come. (Literally ‘‘ the two
rivers.”) The peculiar method of epeaking
may be used to denote theamplitude and the
widely distributed nature of the waters when
they reach the sea. The hymn writer has,
well caught the spirit of the vision of the
healing waters in the familiar lines :.
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“Tis thine to cleanse the heart,
To sanctify the soul ;
To pour fresh life in évery part,
And new create the whole.”

V. 10. The fishers shall stand. All the
banks of the Dead Sea, now so bare, w/ould,
because of the inflow of the waters of the

+ "Hver, become fishing grounds and a place to
spread forth nets.  (For the proper names, see
Dictionary for Quarter). As the fish of the
great sea. The Dead Sea would then be as
plentiful in fish as the Mediterranean or
Great Sea. ©

Ve 11,
marishes.

.G pedcy, K

Waters wssued ot v. 1. Inq&e east where
mins fall only in the rainy season, where
much of the country is desert for lack of
moirture, where most of the year, instead of
streams are to be found only dry water-ways,
never failing springs, ‘‘living fountains of
waters,”’ are much more appreciated than in
this land of lakes and streams and elaborate
water gystemas A perennial stream -is there
asource of all blessing to man and beast.
Hence the fitness and frequency of this figure
in Scripture to denote the satisfaction of the
soul in God and the never-failing gifts of His
grace. ““My soul thirsteth for Thee, my

.

12. The miry places and the
““The marshes around the sea

flesh Jongeth for Thee in a dry and thirsty |. . .

land, where no water is.”’ (Ps. 63:1.) ““As
the harf panteth after the water brooks so
panteth my soul after thee, O God.” (Ps.
@42 :1) Thus cries the devout spirit, and the
heavenly eatisfaction is represented to us in
Rev. 7, in a picture of the Lamb leading the
redeemed unto living fountains of waters.
From under the threshold of the house. From
chap. 40 to the end of the book, the prophet
gives a picturé of Israel and of their land
when redemption and restoration are com-
plete, and the personal presence of Jehovah
in the new Temple is the source of all bless-
ing to the people, material and religious.
It is from under the house which is the
talwrnacle of (God among men, that the life-
giving waters flow. We have a similar

picture in Rev. 22, “ He showed me & pure

shall not be sweetened, but left as beds for
digging ealt.”” A vivid way of announcing
the sad fact that some perish for thirst, even
when the water of life is flowing close by.
The Gospel and the life it bestows are only
for those who will take them,

Al trees for meat. The fruit of the trees
would be used for food. Whose leaf shall not
fade; because of the abundant supply of
fresh water at the roots. Neither the fruit be
consumed ; or ‘‘fail.”” New fruit according tv
his months; that is, new each month. For
medicine. 'The leaves would ever remain
green and possess & healing virtue. (Ps. 1:
3; Rev. 22: 2) :

ILLUSTRATION AND APPLICATION

river of water of life, clear as crystal, pro-
ceeding out of the throne of God and of the
Lamb.” ‘“All my springs are in thee,”
cried the Psalmist. (Ps.87:7.) God is
the fountain of life for he is the fountain of
love. ‘“God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son’’ (John 3:16),
and ‘‘He that spared not his own Son, but de-
livered him up for us all, how shall he not
with Him freely give us all things?’* (Rom.
8:32.) ‘ Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above and cometh down from
the Father of lights.” (James 1:17.) .
Wuters to the ancles . . . waters to the knees
watersto theloins . . . a river that I deuld
not pass over,vs.3-5. The kingdom of heaven is
not a stream that flows swectly and cheerily
for a few miles from its fountain head, and
is then lost amid desert snnds, swallowed up
by the dry and thirsty land through which it
runs, but a stream that becomes a river and
gathers volume as it flows. How small the
beginning of the Gospel in Jerusalem, when
one hundred and twenty souls—none of them
great or learned—awaited the outpouring of
the Spirit. Suddenly, on the day of Pente-
cost, the Spirit is given. The watdrs of life
'begin to flow, and about threethousand souls
are that very day drawn within the influence
of the sacred stream.  Soon all Jerusalem is
filled with the apostles’ doctrines, a great
company of priests being obedient to the
faith, ‘and multitudes being added to the



244

A

The River of Salvation

{August 2

Church daily of such as were being saved.
The Christians scattered abroad by persecu-
tion go everywhere preaching the Word.
The great cities of Antioch, Ephesus, Rome,
become successively the centres of Christian
influence. Attheend of the first century
the Christian population of tha world was
about half a million. At the end of the
fifteenth century, just before the Reforma-
tiom, it was about 100,000,000. At the end of
the eighteenth century it waaabout 200,000,-
000, and now at the end of the nineteenth
century it has doubled again and is about
400,000,000. There is to be no stay of this
ever mcroasmg flood, till all nations are sub-
all life transformed, and there ap-
e ‘new heavens and a new earth
wherein dwelleth righteousness.” (2 Peter
3/13.)

"These waters . . . intothe desert and . . . into
the (Dead) sea, v. 8. Loch Katrine, embowered
among the highlands of Scotland, & poem in
water, immortalized in story and song till
it seems almost transfigured with a glory be-
yond its natural beauty aid charm, is yet the
source of the water-supply of the city of
Gilasgow, flowing down among the homes of
the poor, cleansing the flith from the streets,
bringing refreshment, cheer, comfort, clean-
liness, and health everywhere. 8o to every
one who has the living water—and all the
more if it is possessed amid wealth, culture,
education, talent—is given the privilege of
sending the living water in copious streams
to the heathen, to the poor, to the sinful, to
all who are in need. (Peloubet.)

The waters shall be healed. The waters
of the Dead Sea are salt, bitter, destitute of
life, the shores without fruit or foliage and
devoid of beauty. But, when the stream
wlirich issues from beneath the Temple shall
flow therein, the waters shall be sweetened

and swarp with life, while on the shors
shall be trees with fadeless foliage and never-
failing fruit, the leaves for healing, thefrait
for food.” A beautiful picture of the quicken- .
ing, healing, beautifying power of the Gog-
pel When Dr. Geddie, our first foreign
missionary from Canada, landed ‘on Ancit-
eumn, he found the people savage, supersti-
tious, vile, and loathsome beyond description.
But after twelve years’teaching and preaching
on that island, during which the language had
been reduced to writing, the New Testament
translated and sixty schools established, he
could point to cannibalism abolished, a peo-
ple clothed and in their right mind, the
whole population outwardly transformed, the
Sabbath as well observed as in Scotland,
family worship general, two church build-
ings erected, in which one thousand people
assembled every Sabbath, and over three
‘ndred communicants.

And everything shall live whither the rirer
cometh, v. 9. All relations of life arc
beautified and given new meaning wherce
the Gospel comes. Under the quickening
impulse of Christ's lové human nature breaks
forth into flower and fruitage. The wilder-
ness rejoices and blossoms as the rose. The
fruit is unto holiness and the end everlasting
life. '

The fruit thereof....meal....the leaf....
medicine, v. 12. ‘“Christiars,” sayvs gowl
old Matthew Henry, ‘are supposed to be
these trees, ministers especiaily, *trebs of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord

.| (Isa. 61 :3),” ’ and, he adds, “* good Christians

with their good discourses, which are as their
leaves, and with their charitable actions,
which are as their fruits, do good to those
about them ; they strengthen the weak and
bind upAhe broken-hearted.””

TEACHING HINTS

This is a lesson in irrigation.

' The teacher may begin in one of two
Ways:

(a) By connecting the lesson with the pre-
viousone, Ezckiel's great vision “of the army
of living men brought forth by the breath
of the Almighty from the Ury bones of the

valley. That host of God's rencwed people
are supposed now to be again in their own
land. The national life-is flowing strongly.
There ig loyalty and enthusiasm in worship.
The visions of chapters 40-48 are given to
show how blessed that new life is and how
great a blessing it may prove to others. The
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vision of the lesson illustrates this, the river
springing fr¥n beneath the sanctuary and
carrying healing and fruitfulness in its
course.

(b) Or begxn with some queetions about
the arid lands of our own West at the
foothills of the Rockies, suppesed till lately
to be quite barren and useless, now begin-
ning to “ blossom asthe rose’’ because water
has been brought to them from the mountain
gtrcams.  Irrigation means instant and
abundant fruitfulness to vast regiong in the
West on both sides of the bounlzsry that
divides us from our neighbors to the south.

AR TO THE EXTERNALS, there is abundance
to interest ; the prophet in vision, set by
the hand of the Lord ‘‘upon a very high
mountain by which was the frame of a
city on the south ”’ (40 : 2); the man with the
measuring line (vs. 8, 4); the measuring of
the Temple, etc., Chs. 4048 (Pass over these
lightly, so a8 to ¢have time for the lesson
proper); the springing of the waters, asseen
from the door of the Temple, v. 1; the
journey round to the outer gate, v. 2; the
measuring of the waters and. their swift in-
crease in depth and volume, vs. 3-5; the
banks of the river, with the trees on either

side, vs. 6, 7 ; the rush of the waters towards
and into the Dead Sea, and their wonderful
effect in turning bitter, deadly waters into
water sweet and life-giving, va. 8, 9 ; the live-
ly fishing shores, v. 10; the stagnant, salty
marshes, v. 11 ; the trees wisl their constant
fruit-bearing, the fruit for food and the
leaves for medicine, v. 12

AR TO THE INNER MEANING, it i8 never well
to press imagery. too far. Seek rather to
discern and exhibit the leading truths in-
tended to be set forth. These three things,
amongst others, are conspicuous here :

(a) The waters proceed from the very divel-
ling place of Jehovah Himself. The Psalmist
(Ps. 36:9) gives us the meaning, ‘With
thee is the fountain of life.”

(b) The waters carry life with them, trees
on the banks and fish in the sea into which
they flow. A wide field of illustration
and application opens out—the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ as a regenerating force in
the hearts and lives of individuals, of com-
munities and of nations.

(¢) The waters are free to all, the deep-flow-
ing river and the ‘open sea.  So, appropri-
ately, the Golden Text is, © Whosoeveér will,
let him take the water of life freely.”

TOPIOS FOR BRIEF PAPERS

(To beassngned the Sabbath previous.

the class. )

Only one topic shguld be given to each scholar.
Sometimes all may be asked to write on the same topic.

The papers to be read out in

1. The source of the watersand what it illustrates.
2. The increase in the waters and the progress of the Gospel.

3. The blessings which salvation brings.

BLAOCKBOARD REVIEW

GOD’S

R EVI

R ISING—In the Hill of the Lord
| NCREASING—As it flows onward

v IVIFYING—Bringing, life whereso-
ever it comes

ENRICHING—-On its banks,
bearing trees

VING—Whose
medicine

fruit-

leaves are for
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RETURNING FROM CAPTIVITY

August 27, 1899

Izra1:1-11, Commit to memory vs. 2-4, Read Ezra 2:64-70

1 Now the first vear of €y ’rus king of Per'sia, that
the word of the Lorp by the mouth of Jeremi'ah
might be fulfilled, the Lorp stirred up Cy’rus king of
Per'sa, that he made a rmclnmslh mn throughout all
hig kingdom, gand prt o also in writing, saying,

2 Thus saith Cy'rus king of Per’sia, The Logp God
of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the
earth ; and he hath charged me to build hun an house
st Jeru'salem, which fxin Ju'dah.

8 1 Who isthere among you of all his people? his
God be with him, and let him go up to Jeru salem,
which isin Ju'dah, and build the house of the Lorp
God of 1s'rael, (heds the Gy which x1n Jeru'salem.

4 And whosoever 2remaineth in any place where
he sojourneth, let the men of his ¥lm~u help him with
wilver, and with gold, and with goods, and with
beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of
God that 1 in Jeru'salem,

6 Then rnee up the 3 chief of the fathers of Ju'dah
and Ben'jamin, and the priests and the Le vites, ¢ with
all therm whose spirit God had * mised, to go up o
bulld#he house of the LorD which a1 Jeru salem.

6 And all they that were about them strengthened .
their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, wuh
and with beasts, and with precious things, te

side all that was willingly offered.

7 Also Cy'rus the king brought forth the vessels of
the house of the Lorp, which Neb'uchadunez zar hal
brought forth out of-Jeru salem, and had put them
the house of his gods:

8 Even those did Cy rus king of Per sia bring forth
by the hand of Mith'redath the treasurer, and num-
bered them unto Sheshbaz'zar, the prince of Ju'dah

9 And this 1s the number of them: thirty chargen
of gold, a thowand c of silver, nine and
twenty kuives,

10 Thirty ¢ basons of gold, silver ¢ bagons of & w:c.
ond sort four hundred and ten, and other vesscl-a
thousand. -

11 All the vessels of gold and of silver were five
thousand and four hundred. All thesr did Rhesh
taz zar bng up 1 with them of the eaptivity that were

brought up from Bab’yYlon untd Jeru'salémn.

- .
Revised Version—! Wherever there isamong vou of all his people ; 3Ts left ; 3 Heads of fathers’ Aouses,
¢ Even all whose ; S5urred, ¢ Bowls, * When they of the eaptivity were brought.

GOLDEN TEXT
“The Lord hath done great
things for us; whereof we are
@lad.” Pa. 196:3.
DAILY READINGS
M.-Ezra 1, Returning from csp-

TIME
The first vear

PLACE

tvity. now ruling.
T.~Fzra 2: 1. and 6470, Return

ing captives CATI;:cmsx
W —Jer. 2. 10-11 The worl of Q Tl

Jeremah.

Cyrus 1 Babylon, B.C. Ais-520.

Babivlon, Cyrus, 1= conqueror,

What is required n the
seventh commandment ?

LESSON PLAN

" 1. The Xing’s Proclamation, 14.

Cy King of Persia, stirred up
by the Lord, calls upon the Jews
to return to Jerusalem to rebuild
the temple there, and commauds
his people to help.

II. The Jews’ Response, 5.

Rulers and people alike arc
eager 1o go.

of the rule of

Th —Isa. 44 2125, Prophecy of A. The seventh commandment

. sturn tequireth the preservation of our | II. The Quastion of SBupplies, 6.

F.—Isa. 61  Proclamation of It [ own and our neighbour's chastity, Full provision is mae according
iu heart, speech, and behaviour. to the {)lng‘s command.,

erty,
S.—Tsa. 01816, Joy of netemp-

ton,
8.—Ps 107 1-15. Praise for de- Book of Praise—101 (Ps 1,
lIiverance. INT N, 304,

The lesrons now pass from propheey to fulfilment. | Light arose in the east. A great

LESSON HYMNS

IV. The Holy Vessels, 7-11.

These are restored to them by
Cyrus,

€62,

conqueror, Cy ruy, King of Elam, was subduing in his vigtorious career one after another of

the neighbouring nations.
pectations (Isa. 41: 2, 25 45 1-4).

no sooner was he ruler there than he sought to fulfil for
ing them, Ezra,who gives the account of return front
of the exiles to Jerusalem cighty yvears after this fimt

E
<
V. 1. Inthe first year of Cyrus ; the inst vear
of hig rule over Babvlion, which he took in
5330 B.C. For “Cyms"” and *Persia” see
Bible Dictionary for the Quarter.
The word of the Lard by . o Jeremuah, God
had, throngh Jeremiih (25 12 20 10) pre-

I. The King's Proclamation, 1-4.

The prophetic utterances
Babylon at lengtlf fell into his hands (B.C. 539); and

rding him had aroused great ex-

iod's pedple the wish of God regard-
otivity,himeself brought a company
‘turn. :

'iCompard@lso Is. 41: 2, 25 45 1% ; Danel

o2
" The Lord atirred up Cyrua,
"have been actuated by generous impulses,

Cyrus seems to

1and followed a conciliatory policy toward
i the religions of his conquered peoples. Prob-
ably the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah

dicted judgmient on Babylon and the restora- | may have come into his hands, and by themn
tion of Hir people to their own land, and He | the Lord may have stirred his soul to neble
now fulfills Hix prowmise through Cvrus. |and generous action toward His people.

-
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Daniel, too, wasatthe court in Babylon. Nor
i« it to be forgotten that ‘‘ The king's heart
i=in thé hand of the Lord, as the rivers of
water ;. He turneth it whithersoever He
will"? (Prov. 21: 1).

He made a proclamation. Literally, “ Caus.
el a voice to pass through,” that is, caused
to be made known by heralds the decree of
the king. Put also n writing; amongst the
state papers. The proclamation would doubt-
lexss also be nailed up in public places so
that all might see it for themselves.

V. 2. Thus saith Cyrys. - Compare 2 Chron.
36: 23, Further details of this decree arc
given, Ezra 6. The Lord God of hearen; a
reivarkable acknowledgment from a heathen.
(yrus made a similar acknowledgment,
however, in regard to Merodach, the
Babylonian deity, styling him *‘ the light of
heaven and earth, whose promises fail rot.”
Probably he came gradually to know Jeho-
vah more truly (Iea. 45: 1-3, 13; 44: 28).
It will be noticed that the Lorp is in capital
letters in the Scripture Text. Wherever the
name is so found in the Bible it stands for
Jehovah. In the Hebrew it was written
“Jehovah,” but pronounced ‘‘Lord,” the
Jew not allowing the sacred name to pass his
lips. He hath charged me. The generous feel-
ing of Cyrus towards the Jews may have been
strengthened by his learning what God de-
sired of him, (See es just referred to.)

His God be with him.\ The language of a
generous and diplomatic ruler. Let him go
up to Jerusalem ; 88 God had promised and
the people desired. And build the house ; the
Temple, which had lain in ruins during the
long captivity. He is the God, either ex-
planatory of the previous phrase, ‘‘ Lord God
of Israel,”” defining who is meant, or a phrase
of adoration, acknowledging the supremacy
of Jehovah., (See v. 2; Dan. 6:26.)

V.4 And whosoever remaineth ; survigeth,
or is left, of the captives carried to Babylon.
Let the men of his place. His own countrymen
who do not themselves choose to return.
also the Babylonians or other people among
W hiom the exiles sojourned, are instructed to
assist him bountifully, literally, to *lift himn
up on his way." Goods ; necessdry auPpHﬂa

of all sorts.  Brastm; See’ ch. 2: 66,67, Be-
side the freewill offrring ; to assist in re-build-
ing the Temple at Jergralem (S : 25).  Those
who remained, as well as those who left,
were expected to give for this purpose,

II. The Jews’ Response, 6.

Y. 5. The chicf of the fathers; the heads of
families. The divisions were (1) Tribes, (2)
Families or clans, and (3) Households.
Judah and Benjamin. These were the two
tribes which remained loyval to Rehoboam at
the time of the division of the kingdom and
who formed the kingdom of Judah. 7
priests and the Levites.  Sce ““ Levites,”’ Bible
Dictionary for Quarter.  Whose spirit God had
raised. Many were content to remain in
Babylon, unwilling to relinquish their prop-
erty, or fallen in'love, it niay be, with the
religion and the customs of the Babylonians ;
but a great multitude (nearly 50,000 in all,
v8, 64, 65) God stirred with patriotic and
religious sentiinents to return.  (Isa. 48 : 20.)
Their old enthusiasm for the house of God
wag rekindled and the constraining impulse
ofTa new hope inspired them.

IX1. The Question of S8upplies, 6.

V. 6. And all... about them ; their own
people and those amongst whom they dwelt
in exile. The example of the king, and his
exhortation (v. 4), would encourage his
people thus to help the returning exiles.
Strengthened their hands,—assisted them. Ves-
sels of silver, with gold, etc. They appear to
have met with favor at"the hands of friends
and neighbors, as did their forefathers when
about to depart out of the bondage of Egypt
(Ex. 8:22;12: 35, 36). Enthusiasm is
catching. Even the heathen, who had little
knowledge of Jehovah and His worship,
were moved by the high hope and courage
of His people, who were now laying aside all
worldly advantages out of zeal for Him.
Willingly offered ;. for the special purpose of
rebuilding the Temple (v. 4). '

IV. The Eoly Vedsels, 7-11.

- V. 7. Theverselsof the house of the Lord. Cyrus
took a deep personal interest in the exiles,and
assisted and encouraged them by returning to

them the sacred vessels which Nebuchad-’
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nezzar had taken from the Templein Joms{s-
Jlem. (2 Chron. 38:7; Daniel 1:2). Pu
them in the houae of hiz gods. Nebucbadnezzar
had thought to please his gods by placing in
their service the veasels of Jehovah. The
digshonor of it was Lot within the hearts of
the exiles all along, just as, to this very day,
no Jew will pass under the arch of Titus at
Rome, because the carrying away by that
ruthless despoiler of the veasels of Herod's
temple is depicted on one of the panels of
the arch.

V. 8. Mithredath . Sheshbazzar., (See
Dictionary for Quarter ; also chn. 2:2;3:8;
4:3; 5:16.)) Nwmbered them; an exact-
ness in a public trust which does credit
alike t¢ Mithredath the Persian treasurer,
and to Sheshbazzar, the Jewish prince and
leader of the exiles.

Y. 0. This 18 the wumbver.  All doubtless
that had survived the rough usage of the

precise number casts an interesting sid..
light on the minute providence of God f.r
His people. God kept count, as well a8 th
treasurer and the prince. Chargers. A
charger was a basin used to catch the blowd
of the animals glain in the Temple sacrifices.
Nine and twenty knives; probably slaughter-
knives used in the Temple.

Ve. 10, 11. Basms of gold, Rev. Ver,
‘“bowls’’ ; covered vessels emaller in gize

than the chargers. (1 Chron. 28:17.) Silrr

basons of a second sort ; of less worth then the
golden basons, or a subordinate kind of enp
to the golden basons. Other vessels. A great
many kinds of vessels were used in the Tem-
ple service. (1 Chron. 28:14.) The service
was very elaborate.

" Five thousand and four hundred.  The total
number mentioned in vh. 9 and 10 is 249,
There has been some mistake in copying, or
perhape the author passed pover many minor

exile (2 Kings 24:13) and the desceration of  vessels in the "detailed list, whilst taking

later times.

WD % g uleat

That the word of the Lord might be
Sulfilled, v. 1. God has infinite regpect for
His word. Whether fromn His own mouty
or the mouth of His prophets, or written
down in His Book, it must be fulfiled. Our
God cannot lie, and will not repent. His
threats come to pass. His promises never
fail (Josh. 21: 45). We may “lippen” to
God. His promiseseare Yea and Amen in
Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 1:20).

Go up to Jerusalem and build the
house of the Lord, v. 3. Money spent in stone
and mortar, timber and shingles, is well
spent. To have a *“ house ™ where to wor-
ship is to impartan element of stability and
permanency to God's cause in any com-
munity. The Church and Manse Building
Fund is as directly missionary as the fund
that pays galaries, and has been one princi-
pal elementdn the hold that our Church has
taken on the part of the Dominion. The
324 churches and 68 manses erected through
the aid and encourmagement of that fund
Mnce 1882, and worth in all §17,060, are
monumente to the statesmanlike policy—a
truly Scriptural policy—of those who have

The paing of Fzm ta record the all into consideration in the sun-total.
y He- L UBTRATION AND APPLICATION

guided our missionary operations,

Who is there among you. A second sifting.
The weaklings had been left behind seventy
years before, when Nebuchadnezzar took the
fong and valorous captive. Now again it is
the courageous and willigg-hearted that are
picked out. The returning captives are a
gort of (iideon’s *‘ three hundred ' (Judges
7). All whicn shows that it is quality and
not quantity that (rod depends upon in His
work. There is always room for the heroie,
and the heruvic always tells.

Let the men of his place help him, v 4. The
heathen round about, a8 well as the Jews
who remained behind, were to provide for
the needs of those who went ; and they did
80 most generously, ¢ strengthening their
hands with vessels of silvef, with gold, with
goods, and with ‘beasts, and with precious
things'"(v.6). This wdk,in the first place,a fine
tribute to the courage and patriotism _of
those who went. Noble action commands
the admiration and respect even of those who
are not themselves capable of high things.
The incident suggeste aleo the responsibilities
of thos€ who remain_at home, in regard to

~
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the aggressive work of the Gospel.  They
are not to be taxed, but they are to tax
themselves, that those who go may go well
equipped.  All are not called to the front.
some muss “abide by the stuff” (1 Sam.
:13). But they are not on that account
abeolved from coming to the help of the
Lord.  Rather, they should-rejoice the more
in making sacrifice to sustain “those to
whom come the peril and toil of the battle.
yrus. ... brought fm‘(h the vessels of the hotue
rgf'ﬂulmrd v.7. Strange had been the for-
tune of these samez:n‘d vessels. They had

RAY

been snatched away from the house of the
Lord, carried to Babylon, set up in the
temple of false gods. They had done duty in
scenes of wild and idolatroug revelry (Dan.

5:1-4). Now they are to be sent back where
they belong, and by the decree of an idol
worshipper. It is a notable instance of how
(ol keeps watch and ward,  They were the
1e~sels of God’s house and the instruments
of God’s worship, and God's eye had been
jealously upon them all the time. It is an
encouragement, when the tide seems to run
counter to the ~Gospel, when godlessness tri-
unphs and the cause of God declines, to
know that God is not asleep, has not forgot-
ten.  Men may rail against His Church,
may dishonour His day, may decry His holy
Dook.  But again and again has the history
«f His Kingdom ghown that, when the storm
of oppositionghas epent itself, the sacred
tlings are safe, The Sabbath abides. The
Bible gemai®é. The ordinances of the Goe-
pel retain sheir power. The very gates of
hell itself cannot prevail against the Church
ol God, (Matt. 16 : 18))

Nne and twenty knives, v. 9 ; accuracy to a

unit in the count ; which suggestsa valuable
lesson in church finances. Statistics may be-
come & means to foolish boasting. They may
also become a solid vantage ground for larger
and wiser effort. Tt is of the atmost impor-
tance that church, and society and school
should know just where they. are, in order
that they may the better plan for greater
things. Mithredath, the king’s treasurer,
and Sheshbazzar, the prince of Judah (v. 8)
did not think it bepeath their dignity to
count *‘ chargers,”’ Jbasing, and knives.
It may be a humpl ty, but it is,neverthe-
less, God- hononng and of high service, to
keep the church books, or the rolls of socie-
ties or Sabbath-school registers accurately.

Them of the captivity, v. 11. It wasto these
captives, who had to get from their neigh-
bours the means of returning to their own
land, that God entrusted the sacred vessels
and of whom God was to remake the nation.
But God is & master-hand.  * Nothing shows
power like the transformation of worthless
material into beautiful an® valuable prod-
ucts. Take the Stradivarius violin. Its
maker went out into the forest around about
him and sclected more than forty different
Kinds of woods ; he had trained himsclf by
eve and touch go that he could detect the
density of wood, its age and fibre, and esti-
mate ite resonant faculty:so that he knew just
where to put each of those different kinds of
wood in the violin ; the belly and back, the
sides, the bridge, the bottom, the neck and
head, the keys, all made of different kinds
of wood,so that the proper equilibrium might
be maintained in all parts of the instrument,
and the most perfect harmony and respon-
sivencss,”'—(F. B. Meyer.)

TEACHING HINTS

The lersons, as noticed in the CoNNEcTING
L.I1vks, now pass from prophecy to fulfilment-
The period of exile is at an end. The return
to their own land begins.

Repetition, if it be repetition with variety
and freshness, ig most important in teaching.
A~k here, therefore, these four questions and
ke sure that the answers are fived in the
tuineds of the seholars

What was the cause of (Iu'xile? How

.

long did it last ? Whateffect had it on the

lcaptives a8 to idolatry? What effect as to

their love of country? (Ps. $37:5-7.)

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah give the
story of the return and of the rebuilding of
Jerusalem and of the Temple and the re-
establishinent of the worship of Jehovah.
Strive firsy to excite in the scholars ex-
pectation of }x»cul'mr jnterest, Tt was a
romantic episode, the welcome proclamation
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of Cyrus, the rending of old ties, the rally-
ing of the volunteers for the expedition, the
coming back, the ruined walls aand waste
temple site, the enthusiasm for rebuilding,the
opposition, the delays, ete. A light touch
on someor all of these points will arouse
the dull scholars and arrest the careless.

Follow up vyour opportunity quickly,
taking the narrative step by step.  There iy
probably no more effective way than this for
t(xc lesson now in hand :

1,.Lyrus, King of Persia—who he was and
how he came to have the say in Babylon.
2. God’s direction of Cvrus. 3. The conse-
quem fulfilment of Jeremiab’s propheey. 4.
The proclamation; with («) Cyrus’ recognition
of Jehovah, (b) His declaration of God's
choice of him asa deliverer, () His call 1o
the people to return, () The instructionsas to
wavs and means, 5. The response of the
chief of the fathers, priests, Levites, and
the people. 6. The gencrous outfit, 7.

The crowning joy, in receiving back the
vessels of the sanctuary.

Intermingle with the outline asabove such
lessons as these : (a) God's interest in His
people.  ““It is not too much for us to say
that, while the triumphs of Cyrus shook the
earth, the return of the little band of
Hebrews to Zion shook not the earth only, -
but also the heavens.” (Professor McCurdy.)
(1) God uses whom He will and what He
will to further His own cause. (c) Discipline
purifies. (d) Trials give soul-hunger for God.
(¢) Men may respond to God's call or refuse
to respond, as they will. (f) It isonly when
Geud stirs a man’s spirit that he is fit for
God's work. (g) Those who remain behind
should provide for those who go to the front
in the Lord’s warfare. (k) Everything
belonging to His worship is precious in the
eves of the Lord. (i) And every least pos-
session of His people He carefully guards.

TOPICS FOR BRIKF PAPERS

(To be assigned the Sabbath previous,

Rotietimes all miny be arked to write on the same topic.

clars.)
1. Cyrus, X
2. The preparations for the return.
3. God's watch over His own people.

Only one topic should be given to each scholar.

The papers to be read out in the

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

GREAT THINGS wocrer

The Favor of the King
Enthusiasm Amongst the People
Provision for the Work
Restoration of the Vessels of Worship

STRULY Gob s Good 1o Iskag,” Pe.
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Herrs YoR TEACHERS OrF Tk LITILE ONES, BY Mt Jixsie A, MuNko, Toroxto
THIRD QUARTER )

Srenis IN THE O TRSTAMENT

Preview

For the last two Quarters we have been
studving our Lord Jesus as the LIGHT oF THE
WorLn, and as our Redeemer, SavING U8 BY
His Lire AXD DRATH.

We turn now for this qQuarter and tho next
to (iod’'s dealings with His people in the
olden time before Christ came into the world
a8 the Man of Nazareth. We shall see that
God has always been gracious, and that even
before Christ came the Lord saved all those
who were sorry for gin, and helped all those
who trusted Him.

In the lessons of this guarter we have

twelve instances of how TneE Lorp Burrssms
AND HELPS,

1. He gives grace to the penitdnt. 2. He
prospered a brave boy. 3. He delivered
three true men. 4. He honoured a faithful
prophet. 5. He protected a loyal worship-
per. 6. He bestows a new heart. 7. He
raises to a new life. 8. He gives the water
of life. He helped his people: 9. By giv-
ing them a king's favor; 10. By allowing
them to build His house ; 11. By promising
to be with them ; 12, By pouring out His
Spirit upon them,

QA
LESSON V,—Jnly 30, 1899
Dax1gL 1¥ THE DEN oF Lions—Dan. 6 : 10-23
Preview TrouveaT : The Lord blesses and belps

Golden Text—The Il,ord is thy keeper.l

—Psalm 121: 5.

To-day's Lesson Thought—The Lord
is our keeper.

Connection — Print DaNteL
on the board.  Who can tell ine
something about Daniel ? (Re-
call a8 much as possible of
Daniel's history.)  Yes, he
would net touch the king’s wine.
(Woae ‘A Temperance Boy.”
Fxj ) ; knew more than all
the wise men (‘“ A Wise Boy");
wanted hig friends to share his,
goond fortnne (““ An Unselfish
Boy™). Not afraid to tell Bel-
shazzar the message from God
(‘““A Brave Boy ).

Toxday we are to hear of him
ag A Praying Boy."” I hope
all my little ones will be

temperate, wise, unselfish, brave, praying!

bave and girls,then we are sure God will bless

and help you ; and how strong you will be ! great roaring noise.

The Lesson—Show a pictire of a lion.
Talk about ite flerce nature. (IT any of the
children have seen & real lion let them tell
you what it looked like, etc.)

One Saturday afternoon I made a call.
When I went into the house, I heard a

The mother and 1
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opened the sitting-room door and there were
the children with the chairs placed in a cir-
cle and the table cover thrown over them.
Several boys were in this ““den”” walking
around on their hands and knees and mak-
ing a fearful roaring. One boy stood up in
the midst of them perfeetly still, with his
arms folded. * What can they be playing,”’
I asked. ““ Oh, this is Daniel in the lions’
den,” they shouted.  “ Hear thedions roar-
ing, but they won’t hurt Daniel, you know,
and soon the king will come and let him
out.” P
Have you all heard the story of Daniel in
the liong’ den?  Perhaps you can help me
tell the story.  You remember how God
helped Daniel in all his troubles in Babylon
amongst strangers who  worshipped  idols

and did not know our true God. God put
it into the king’s heart to make Danicl a
great man (like our Governor-General). 'The
men of Babylon were angry that thig
strapger should be so much loved by the
king. They made up their minds that they
would get rid of him. Tell in an impressive
way the facts in chapter 6: 1-23. Repeat
‘ No manner of hurt was found upon him
because he believed in his God.”

Practical Thoughts—The Lord is my
keeper. In the dark night, in stormg, when
the lightning is flashing and the thunder -
rolling, God is watching over us. We need
Rever be afraid of anything, if we are true
children of God, loving Him, praying to
Him, and doing what pleases Him. With
God beside us we are always safe,

b [
LESSON VI —August 6, 1809

Tue New Hearr,

Ezekiel 36

23-36

Preview Tnovcur: The Xosd blesses and belps
Golden Text—A new heart also will T kept from a terrible death ?  Recall lesson,

give you.—Ezek. 36: 26,

The Lesson—Show a beautiful apple. Cut

To-Day's Lesson Thought—We each |[itopen. -1tisbad atthe heart. Sce!alittle worm
need a new henr}—which God will give us.

had caten ita way into the heart. The apple

-ig spoiled. For a -while it may
louk as good and as beautiful as
thir other apple, which you see has
a good heart.  Nothing can make
the apple or anything else good if
the heart is not good. It will get
worse and worse. Little sins will
come creeping into our hearts. (Il-
lustrations.) We mnever can be
quite right till God makes our
hearts new and clean from sin.
We cannot do it ourselves. The
fllustration of the usclessness of
painting a pump, if the well isin
a bad state, may be used in place
of the fruit illustration, for in

Connection—Write “The Lord is my |some places where Tne Teacnkrs MoNravy

keeper.”” (Repeat.)

goes, it i8 too hot, in others too cold, for

Let us bow our heads and thank God for | apples to grow.

keeping us safely through the darkness and
danger of the night and from all harm.

vou te!l me the name of gomeonc we heard | (Meaning?).

about- last Sunday whom God helped and

Here is a funny name (Write it) E-Z-E-

Can | K-I'E-L. He was one of God's prophets

He lived at the same time ax
Daniel.
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The children of Israel had been very wick-
ed, God had punished them and now sends
Ezekiel to tell them that He will forgive themn.
God says—(Golden Text). Show a white
paper hicart and name some of the little sins
that will. make black spots in the heart.
When our hands or faces or dresses get dirty,
what do wedo? Godsays heis willing to
wash away all sin from ourfhearts, ‘e will
fill our hearts with His Spirit, so that all the
bited tlmughfs will be crowded out and our
hearts will be new. /

Do you know the little * Snow Prayer " ?

1 learned it in the Bible—a tender little
prayer.

And whemthe flakes are falling, <o beautiful
and fair,

I sty to my dear Saviour that little prayer I
know—

Preview Thoveur:

vou.—FEzek, 36 ¢

To-day’s 'Lesson Thought—God will
give me new life in my soul.

Connection—Have any of
vou ever had a dream ? Do you
rewiember the name of the pro-
phet who was telling us that
God will give us a new heart?
The Lesson—Ezekiel had a
dream (vision); at least he was
a~leep and really heard God’s.
\aice talking to him and telling
him eume wonderful words to
sy to the children of Israel
They wese nice, happy words,
amd  when Ezekiel awoke he
tld the people that God was
going to bring them back to
their own home, Jerusalem,
Recall the captivity.)

no Temple, no worship going on.

Temple.

|

Jerusalem was now a dead city; in ruins, [one of artificial ones—exactly alike
They | wanted to see if Solomon was as wise as
would have to rebuild their homes and |people said he was. She asked him which
They had forgotten how God |were real ones and which were artificial.
wanted them to worship. . 8how a real roee | King Solomon did a very wise thing. He

‘ Now wash me and T nhx\l] be whiter than
B1OW.

I want to be like Jesus, that His pure eyes
may see

A heart made clean and spotless, to serve
Him faithfully ;

And ro I'll sk Him daily, His mercy to

bestow, —
{Now was‘h me and T shall be whiter than
BNOW.
Read God’s promise in the lesson, “Ye
shall be my people and I will be your God.”
Beautiful promise ; for us too. {‘eoplo will

see that our God is able to give new hearts
and make people happy and prosperous and
good and true—and so may turn to God.

Practical Thoughts—I need a new heart
—which God will give me if T ask Him.
(Repeat Psalm 51 : 10 and explain.)

DK
LERSON VIL.—August 13, 1899
Fzerier’s Great Vision, Ezekiel 37
The Tord blesses and belps
Golden Text—-I will put my spirig mthm tand an artificial one.

:1-14

They look very much

alike. We can hardly tell some artificial

flowers from real oes. The Queen of
Sheba once visited King Solomon- and

and
Shs

brought two wreaths, one of real
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ordered some bees to be brought in and they
at once rested on the real roses. \The real
ones had all the sweetness and perfume.
Suppose I drop some perfume on this artifi-
cial rose—what a sweet smelll Has that
made it a real rose? What is thedifference ?
Yes, ohe grew on the rose bush and the bush
- gave life to it, so that it has a sweet perfume
and gives joy to everybody who comes near
it. Canyou sce thelife? No; but you see
what the life does. It is God who gives life
to everything. He says that without His
spirit in us we have no real life in our souls.
Tell the lesson in simple words. = (See
PriMARY QUARTERLY.) The people looked as
they did before they were taken away from
Jerusalem, but they did not feel nor act the

same. The soul inside them was not alive
with love to God ; but God made a beautijfyl
promise. (Golden Text.)

Practical Thoughteée—God will give.ne
new life in my soul—so that I shall be a rea]
little Christian, not a make-believe one,
Going to church and Sunday School does not
make us Christians. We must have the
““ New Spirit”” before we ‘can send out
fragrance for God and draw others to Him
by our own life. The real rose was once a
little bud. Then it grew and grew until it
became a full-blown rose. Little children
can grow in'grace and in the knowledge and
love of God and of our Lord and Saviour
JesuslChrist. .

- : o

LESSON - VIII.—August 20, 1899

THE RIVER oF SaLvamoN,Ezekiel 47 ¢

1-12

Preview TuaoueuT: The Lord blesses and bclps

Golden Text—Whosoever will, let him

Yes, the sunshine and the rain. The rain

take of the water of life freely.—Rev. 22 : 17. | falls and waters the earth, and God nakes
To-day’s Lesson Thought———(‘od’s love | the little streams and big rivers and great

haa no end.

Cannection—Do you remember about
Ezckiel’s great dream, and what God told
. him to tell the thildren of Israel about the
new life? We are going to hear about
another of Ezekicl’s dreans.

The Lesson—\What makes the grass and
trees and flowers grow ?

oceans ; and wherever the water flows there
is life, and things grow and bear
fruit. God takes the water up
. by the heat of the sun, and
say everything is dry ; but
has gathered the water into the
clouds, and then the sky begins
to look dark, and we say, ‘‘Oh!
see the clottls, it is going to
rain,’’ and down comes the rain
that God has sent again to give
a drink to the dry, thirsty
ground.

Ezekiel dreamed again (see
B DPrimary QUARTERLY), and in the
) drean God showed him a beau-

tiful river, and told him about it,

The river sprang from underneath. God's
own House, and flowed through a very dry
and dreary land, but as it flowed along
everything began to change and grow beauti-
ful and green.  Trees spread out their leaves
and grass grew, and everything began to geu

new life,
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God told Ezekiel to tell the children of
Isruel (the Jews) this. He wanted them to
know that His Spirit and His love were like
this river. Wherever His Spirit came it
brought brightnées and freshness, and gave
new life to all who would drink of God’s
love and ask Him to send -His spirit into
their hearts. This river is called-the River
of Mlration. (Baving from death.)

tiod says (Golden Text) that His kingdom
is like a river, spreading out broader and

broader, till gome day it will spread all over
the earth ; and that all may drink of it.
Practical Thoughts—The way to take
the water of life is to open our hearta to Gl
and to let Jesus and His love fill our hearts.
There are millions of people who are dying
without the water of life; millions of little
children too. (A missionary story may
be told.) ;Many around ds need to be told of
this great free gift. We can carry it to them.
There is plenty for all. ~

"0
LESSON IX.—August 27, 1849

Returnmic rrom CapmiviTy, Ezral:

1-11

Preview Troverr: The Lord blesses and belps,
Golden Text—The Lord hath done great are sent to help us to be better, to show

things for us ; whereof we are glad.—Psalm | us God’s power to bless and help.

1262 3.

To-day’s Lesson Thought—The Lord
hath done great things for us.

Connection — Recall briefly "

the story of the captivity, Im-
press  the. thought that God
allowed all these things to
befall His people for their real
good, to tlake them serve their
own trob God better than ever
before. Recall the promises God
had ntade to them through the
prophet Ezekiel.

The Lesson—Sometimes we
hear people say, ‘ Oh, yes, that
person will promise to do a
thing, but he does not keep |
his promises; we cannot trust
him.” (Give some illustrations
farpiliar to the children.) God always keeps
Hl&promises.

\f'e are going to hear to-day how God keps
His promisesto the children of Israel. The
story is told us by a good man named Ezra,
a seribe (or writer) who wrote all agbout the
home-coming of the children of Israel to
Jerusalem.  Tell the story just as it is given
in the lesson—using very simple alanguage
Teach the Golden Text.

Practical Thoughts—(Get the chlldren
1o Jearn some of God’s beautiful promises,
and repeat them next Sunday.)

Troubles

We are

all captives, captives of sin and Satan. God

can make us free from sin, and fill our hearts
with love to Himself.

God did great things .

for His people then, and He does, great
things for us now. Have ready a number
of silver-paper stars. Let the ehildren tell
you some of the ‘‘great things” that God
has done for us that should make us .
glad and thankful. As these are named
pin a star on the board for each expres-
gion of Go¢'s goodness, His greatest and
best gift—His own beloved Son Jesus.
(A large star.) Through Jesus we are free to
enter the beautiful New Jerusalem—our
hea’ven)y home. (Give each child a star
with the Golden Text printed on it.)
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THE BOOK PAGE

“ That in a good book which ix oponed with
expectation and closed with profit.”

THE MAgING AND THE UNMAKING OF THE
Preacuer; The Lyman Beeeher Tectures at
Yale University, 1808, By William Jewett
Tucker, President of Dartmouth College ;

). 221 price, $1.50 ; Houghton, Mifllin &
gnm uny, Boston and Nv\\*%'urk.

Dr. Tucker takes the personality of the preavher
ashis theme. e is ““intentupon finding out

« and taking the measure of those forces which
are steadily at work toward the making or
the unmaking of the }m-zwhrr, because they
are actually determining at any given time
the value of preaching ™  The theneris very
carcfully  treated, and those who wish
to be better preachers at gixty than they are
at forty or thirty will find much in the ‘book
tQ point out the way.

rom the mnm]}mhlishvm, In THE BRAVE
Days or Owp, by Ruth Hall; pp. 834 ; price,
$1.25, gives vivid pictures from a period
*seldom approached in fiction, and yet rich
in notable peronages and romantic adven-
tures,” the ten years immediately following
the death of Queen Elizabeth. It is a book
for boys, written in the livelieststyle. Giles,
the boy hero of the tale, has sufficiently
varied and thrilling_experiences—present at
the death of Queen Elizabeth, giving warn-
- ing of the- Gunpowder Plot, in sea battles in
the war between the Netherlands and Spain,
with Hudson when searching for the North-
west passage. The volume is thoroughly
wholesome, a fine holiday book.

Mr. T. Fisher Unwin, London, rends us
Tie LeaeEND oF §1. MARk 5 Sunday Morning
Taiks to the Children, by Re¥, John Byles.
pp. 188 price, $1.25. It is the third vol-
ume of & gimilar sort by the same author,
and an excellent sort itis. History, legend,
acience, travel, are all laid under tribute to
illustrate spiritual truth. Each talk has a
well-told story or incident and the lessons
follow. It has the merit of being readable.
Boys will go through it, and preachers who
want to reach and q\old the boys.

Frox Facr 1o Farrit (James Nisbet & Co.,
London ; pp. 151 ; price 75¢.), from the pen
of Rev. Dr..?. Monro Gibson, isan apologetic,
but as far as possible from the dry-as-dust,
both a8 to matter and stvle. Dr. Monro Gib-
son is a man intensely alive, He s in vital
touch with the world about him. He knows

“the ways of men. He lives close to Godand
taking as his starting point the facts of daily
life, he shows,and aftera convincing fashion,

that thev “‘arc as closely related to the

truthe of Tloly Seripture as is the hard earth
beneath ueto  the ethereal heavens above
ue.”’

A Sporr History oF THE ITALIAN W .
pENSES. By Sophia V.Bompiani. A.8.Bares
& Company, New York; pages 175 (with
excellent index), price $1, 18 a fresh treat.
ment of a people whose story has in it ali the
clements of the romantic. It is good in thig
roft age to be reminded of the heroism of the
brave mountaineers who, in spite of inerd-
ible oppressions and persecutions because of
thvirllzuth, still survive. . Thenumerous fulj-
page illustrations are unusually well done
and the terse and lively style ot the author
carricathe reader along briskly.

From thesame publishers, FAMl*lAR’r.\I KS
7o Boys, By Rev. John Hall, D.D.; pp. 48,
price 75¢.; not amew book, but rich with the
ripe experience of a lifetime. Dr. Hall waag
one who had been verily ¢ baptized into a
vence of all conditions,” and the reader
recognizesin what close touch the venerable
pastor kept with boy life.

The Presbyterian Committee of Publiea-
tion, Richmond, Va., is doing & good work
for the Southern Presbyterian Church. Four
volumes lately irsued By the committee are
on our table. AN ExprositioN oF THE Book
oF CHURCH ORDER, pp. 208, price $1.25, is, ng
its title imports, an exporition, and it is full
and luminous, of the ¢ Book of Forms’' of.
that Church. Some of the methods are, of
course, foreign to us; butthere is much that
covers common ground and it is wholesome
reading for all who wish to be thoroughly
versed—as every ministerand elder certainly
should be—in questions of Church govern-
ment and discipline.

Tatong, The little Slave, by Annie Maria
Barnes, pp. 252, price $1, is a well-told story
of Korean life, to which our newly-estai-
lished mission in Korea should lend in-
creased interest. GueswsiING AT HEROEs and
Tixe GRANGERs, by Miss Dickson, are slighter
stories (about 100 pages, H0c. each) with a .
good deal of local colour. -

BraLe MaxNErs AND Crstoms. By Rev.
G. M. Mackie, M.A. (Fileming H. Revell Co.;
pp. 165 ; price, §1.), i8 the most recent book
oF its kind. There always seems room for
one more book on Bible times and ways.
This volume comes with a strong claim.
Mr. Mackie has been for twenty-five yearsa
missionary of the Church of Scotland at Bey-
rout, Svria. He has had the opportunity for
original obeervation, and has a special eve
to local color in his description of the common
objects and occupations referred to in Scrip-
ture. The thirty-one i'lustrations really il-
tustrate, besides being well done as works
of art. The arrangement of the materials is
svetematic, and an index of subjects and
Scripture texts adds value to the book,
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J. D. COURTENAY, M.D,, Ottawa. ALEX. BRUCE, Esq., Gormley. '

Qnly teachers of the highest Academic and Professional stauding are employ
Preparation for University honors. A full Academic Course, in whlch there

~

T~

3 k.ment. 5 teachers ; and a Department of Physical Culture, 3 teachers.”
B - The Autumn Term will begin on Tuesday, September 12th, 1899. | It mtl
B .;mecessary to apply early in order to secure a room.

For Prospectus, apply to MRS. GEORGE DICKSON,
Principal, St. Mug:ut’s College, TORON

THE E. B. EDDY CO.,, Limited

" HULL . MONTREAL. TORONTO

Quebee. Hamliton. Kingston. London. St. John, N.B. Halifax,
Winnipeg. Vietoria and Vancouver. St. John, Nfid.




