
REPORT

OF THE

PROCEEDIN GS

OF THE ,

/

TENTH ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE

OltfT-AJRIOX

TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION.
-

i

m

|

IF

I

’’i

ioïottto:
PRINTED BY HUNTER, ROSE ft CO., 86ft 88 KING ST. WEST.

1871.
■>■6-

*
X

10 CENTS.

>life
■

*

ii

<■ 
i



-s»fSL

■
i

L

*1



REPORT

Of THS

PROCEEDINGS
Of THB

f tenth annual meeting
OF THE

ONTARIO

TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION.

!•—CM

PRICE 10 CBHT8.

PRINTED BY HUNTER, ROSE A CO., 86 * 88 KINO S .

1871.

iII .1

■



.

. I

f D
W;

m
h</ iih;

J a

o* t
M ‘

i
i

.1
\

*' -ft* •

i



'

minutes t
OF THE

TENTH ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

Ontario Teachers’ Association,
Held in the Theatre of the Normal School Buildings, 

Toronto, August 2nd, 1870.

i^thetvenine he would not detain them any longer.
Mr John’s. King, the Recording Secretary, 

aboutto read the Minutes of last year’s ^=8, when

M I6m. AjStorchy, of Toronto, was then appointed Treasurer,
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4 MINUTES OF THE TENTH ANNUAL MEETING.

Peterborough. At this stage of the discussion, the following 
resolution was introduced and carried :

Mr. McMurchy, seconded by Mr. Wm. Anderson, of Toronto, 
moved, “That the further discussion of this subject be postponed* 
till the subject of English be introduced.” Carried.

The next topic for discussion was, “ Is it desirable that the 
place of meeting of this Association should be changed 1 Messrs. 
E. Scarlett, J. R. Miller, A. McMurchy,—Stratton, E. A. Tomkins, 
Harvey, W. Anderson, Brown of Lambton, Brown of Toronto, 
Young of Hastings, and R. Alexander, took part in the discussion,, 
which was then allowed to drop, and the decision to be given at 
the close of the Convention.

fii

ti
:

The afternoon session was brought to a close at 5 o’clock, by 
the pronouncing of the benediction by the President.

Evening Session—First Day.—The President took the 
chair at the time appointed, and the meeting was opened with 
prayer by the Rev. JJr. Green.

The President then delivered a very interesting and elaborate 
address, animadverting with great force in terse and pointed 
language upon many interesting topics hearing upon the objects 
of the Association.

Mr. Scarlett, seconded by Mr. Watson, moved, “That a 
cordial vote of thanks be presented to the President for his very 
able address. Carried by a rising vote.

The Chief Superintendent dff Education next addressed the 
Association, remarking, that he regarded “ teaching, as the high
est vocation of life,” and expressing the pleasure which he had 
received “ from the practical observations contained in the address.” 
He said “ that the first province of education was to give a reason 
for things," and should aim at “ the mastery of things not rules.” 
That the natural sciences should be more cultivated in our schools. 
That “ the broad ground of moral culture, the higher principles, 
should be faithfully inculcated by the teacher, losing sight of the 
mere distinctions of the sects.

After an intermisson of five minutes for quiet conversation, 
the evening being considerably advanced, the President declared 
the adjournment of the Association to 9 o’clock of the following 
morning.
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Third Session—Second Day, August 3rd, 1870.—Mr. R. 
Alexander, 1st Vice-President, in the chair. Meeting opened with 
prayer by Mr. Stratton.
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5MINUTES OF T^E TENTH ANNUAL MEETING.

-fixe Minutes of the First Day’s Sessions were read and con-

The Reception of Delegates was attended to, and the creden- 
following gentlemen were accepted :

Ass’n Blenheim.
,W. York.

Co. Delegates, 
Waterloo.

ing firmed.

tials of theito,
red" Rev.H. Landon.............

Mr. Wm. Watson........
“ Jno. S. King.........
“ Jno. Moran...........
« G. D. Platt.............
“ J. A. Youmans....
“ Strang.....................
“ Harvey...................
“ Jas. B. Brown....
“ K Scarlett............

The second topic of the Annual Circular . (i
Mr Wm Watson, Township Superintendent of York, viz . W hat 
means can be adopted to induce pupils to pursue a proper oourse 
of reading after leaving school."

Mr Watson shewed the importance of directing as far

ledee." That to the attainment of the latter, accuracy m study, 
not8confined to one or two subjects, should be thorougMy taught

prompt to more careful reading afterwards.
Mr. Landon, from Princeton, Township Superintendent, a 

veteran teacher of nearly 60 years standmg, spoke very forcibly 
upon the topic under consideration.

The discussion was continued by Messrs. Chesnut, Tomkins. 
Cameron, Campbell, and Platt, Prince Edward.

Mr. Moran, Co. delegate from Waterloo, said that the subject 
of establishing a School Newspaper had been discussed and 
suggested by their County Association. That there were two 
greft classes of students, professional, and what he would call

SSC-jSi ££3L LKVÏSKrS
Workman be distributed to pupils in Common SctoolIs as 

circulated in Sabbath Schools, it would be read with great 

interest.

the
grs. i Prince Edward 

J Teacher’s Ass’n. 
1 North

vns,
ito,

::on,. Grey.
Lambton.
Northumberland.

i at

by introduced bywas
I

the
ith

as
1ate

ted
cts

a
ary

V

the
gh-
tad
is.’’
son
is."
ils.

/>es,
;he

ML
•ed
ng
R. are
ith



6 MINUTES OF THE TENTH JtfNUAL MEETING.

Mr. Scarlett briefly, but forcibly urged, that the forming of, 
a taste for reading should be produced in the School Boom. He 
said that Object Teaching ought to be more cultivated.

The President expressed a favorable opinion as to the desira
bility of a paper suitable to the wants of children,—a paper 
somewhat like the British Workman. He urged the absolute 
necessity of substituting good reading matter in lieu of the trashy 
matter which abounds, and it is hy this means alone that children 
can be drawn into a right channel, and their thinking diverted 
into a proper course. He concluded by saying, that as our 
thoughts were yet somewhat crude on this matter, we required 
time for digesting them more fully.

Mr. King, Co. delegate for Waterloo, seconded by Mr. Wm. 
Anderson, moved, “ That the President appoint a Committee, to 
consider the feasability of establishing a paper suitable to the 
requirements of the pupils of our common schools, the same to 
report at the next annual meeting of this Association. Carried.

The President afterwards nominated the following Com
mittee :—Messrs. King, Hodgson, McMurchy, Alexander, Scarlett, 
Chesnut, Landon, arid Moran.
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Mr. J. B. Miller, seconded by Mr." Chesnut, moved, That a 
Special Committee be appointed to draft a resolution upon the 
subject, “ What means can be adopted to induce pupils to pursue 
a proper course of reading after leaving school.” Carried.

The Committee to consist of Messrs. J. B. Miller, T. G. 
Chesnut, and J. Cameron.

o

i
1
i

Report of Committee on Common Schools :—
The Report of the Committee on Common Schools was next 

brought up, and read by the Chairman, Mr. Alexander, who 
afterwards moved, seconded by Mr. Scarlett, “ That the report be 
received and adopted." Mr. Alexander argued in support of his I 
motion, that no teacher should be introduced into the office with
out professional training ; and he urged very pointedly, that the 
corresponding class of qualified teachers in England received 25 
per cent more, for salary, than here, whilst all other kinds of labor 
in Ontario were much higher than in England. He also dwelt 
upon some weak points in the present law, instancing the case of 
getting into the profession, and as a consequence of this the 
contemptible means sometimes employed to bring down the remun
eration of the experienced teacher.

The time for adjournment having arrived, the President 
pronounced the benediction, and the Convention adjourned.

1
i;



7the tenth annual meeting.

Afternoon Session—Second ^.—Consideration of the 
BepoîfT the Conunittee on Common Schools havmg been 
resumed, it was adopted. (See Report No. 1.) , „

Snecial Committee on the “ conducting of schools, next 
brought.6in^heh report, which after being read by the Chamnan, 

Mr. Miller, was adopted. ,

disposal of the Printing Committee.
During the discussion on this topic, several gentlemen referred 

to the Authorized English Grammar now in use.
having arrived, the Convention adjourned till half-
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moved ‘“That*the most cordial thanks of this Association be 
presented to the Rev. Mr. Dewart for his very able and interesting

^Mr McCchy, seconded by Mr. Hodgson, moved “ That 

the Rev. MrDewart be requested _ to place h, address at the 
disposal of the Printing Committee. Carried.

Thn President then announced an intermission of »

Miller, Strang, and Anderson.
Mr. McMurchy, seconded by Mr. Watson, moved, That we

do now adjourn.” Carried. .
Sixth Session-^ Day, Conventlon
opened with prayer ; the President in the Chair.
Minutes of second day’s proceedings were read and confirmed.
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8 MINUTES OF THE TENTH ANNUAL MEETING.

on Nomination to Offices was also appointed, of which Edward 
Scarlett, Esq. was Chairman. that|

Inst:The consideration of the topic “ On the Study of English in 
our Schools, wafe again resumed.

Mr. Brown of Sarnia, seconded by Mr. Stratton ofPeterboro, 
moved, “That, although this Association deprecates the too 
frequent changes in Canadian Text Books, yet, because of the 
generally expressed dissatisfaction of teachers with the English 
Grammar now authorized, believing it not suited to the require
ments of our schools, This Association resolves, that a Committee 
nominated _by the President, be appointed to confer with the 
Council of Public Instruction, on the necessity for a change of the 
text book, named in this resolution ; said Committee to report at 
the next meeting of this Association.”

and
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After consi lerable discussion the resolution was adopted.
McCausland, seconded by Mr. Jno. Moran, moved, 

that a (standing Committee, consisting of seven members, three 
of which shall form a quorum, bo appointed, whose duty shall be 
to report annually to this Association, upon all matters respecting 
the School Books used iq the Common Schools of Ontario, and 
that the proposed resolution be referred to the said Committee. 
Carried. »
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Mr. J. R. Miller next read a paper on Teachers' Institutes, the 
expense of which he urged ought to be met by the Government. 
In the discussion which followed, stress was laid'on what was 
caUed “professional training,” and the influence of the Normal 
School.

Co
Mi:
St

tic
Sc„ MR Johnson, 0f Cobourg, said that hfe had attended the 

JNormai ochool, but had received more benefit from his attendance 
at their County Conventions.

Mr. Stratton admitted that the Normal School had done 
good, but that other means had done more. That the Common 
Schools, and the Grammar Schools, and the County Conventions, 
were within the reach of all, and were the very thing for promot
ing sheh a training. , r

Mr. McMurchy contended that this Association had been the 
means of accomplishing much in the advancement of educational 
interests ; that it was becoming more of a representative body 
and that a great deal had been done ; that the question of its 
mcorporation had been discussed year after year ; that there was a 
difficulty m asking for what no other body of tqachers enjoy, and
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9OF THE TENTH ANNUAL MEETING.minutes

that the association should be represented‘in the Council of Public

brought up,

ward
Instruction. . ...

Ends SÏÏ5.(-W Srtsar^

sh in was
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read and adopted. .
The Convention then adjourned, till half-past 1 o clock.
A vtfrnoon Session—Third Day.-The President took the 

Chair at the appointed time and called the Convention to order.
The Committee-on Nominations to Office, brought in the • 

following report, which was read by the Chairman, Mr. E. Scarlett, 
and on motion was received and adopted :
' Your Committee appointed to nominate tlm officers for the 
ensuing year, would beg leave to recommend as follows

S"r |.Northumberland;’5th Vice-President, Mr. Strang, Prin. 'N. S.,

Mr. McAlister, Teacher, Toronto ; Councillors, Messrs. Anderson, 
Stratton, Johnston, Harvey, and Stewart.
tion.Tw«‘J2t 5°v5,0wh.« M,“”:X°lm;n’;S£îUHS,S

S* Si SÆ&3thereof the President expressed himself, as to the profitable 
nature of this conversation, and thought the County Assortions 
might be more useful still by becoming Teachers Institutes, and 
thus aid in producing greater uniformity m teaching.

The President then named the Standing Committee on Text 
Books In accordance with the resolution to that effect, vie. 
Messrs. Scarlett, Hodgson, Brown, (Sarnia), Stratton, McCallum, 
Strauchon, and Alexander.

Mr. Scarlett, Chairman of the Committee onCommon School
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Mr. Miller, seconded by Mr. Harvey, moved, “That a Com
mittee be appointed to draft a resolution upon the subject of

J



10 MINUTES or THE TENTH ANNUAL MEETING.

lMve to sit again. Leave granted.

SagjgpsSwsh
£S~#:‘iœaSS
saa £5r.45,SB&.M:
... Moved, seconded, and resolved, “That the 
this Association be held in the City of Toronto.”

Ths Association thçn adjourned.

August 4th, 1870.
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Secretary.

REPORT No. 1.
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So2%nT amendments to the “Common School Acts
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11MINUTES OF THE TENTH ANNUAL MEETING.

2nd.* Your Committee would recommend that the Association 
respectfully direct the attention of the Chief Superintendent of 
Education to the amendments proposed by the Board of Directors 
of this Association, in January 1869.

3rd. That in the event of the principle of compulsory educar 
tion being adopted by the Legislature, yuur Committee deem that 
the establishment of Industeal Schools will be absolutely neces
sary, to receive vagrant children and incorrigibles.

4th. Your Committee regret that the majority of clergymen* 
of the Province do not avail themselves of the provisions of the > 

. School Law in the matter of the religious training of the pupils of 
our Schools.

All of which is respectfully çubmitted,
. R Alexander,

D. J. Johnston,
•John Campbell.
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treasurer's report for 1869-70.

The Treasurer is happy to be able to congratulate the 
Association on the favourable condition of its financial affairs 

-during the past year, as contrasted with the previous one. In the 
performance of his duties as Treasurer he kept in view two impor
tant recommendations of the Auditing Committee of last year’s 
accounts,—the first was to show a clear statement of each trans
action in the account, even if it required both a debit and a credit

r,
'tiary.

try to do it, he hopes his attention to this will make the duty 
the Auditing Committee of the present year an easy one ; the 

to keep if possible, the expenditure of the year within 
It will be seen that this has been done and with

chool tin
of t
second was 
its income. It will 
success, as a Jew words of explanation will suffice to show. The 
total amount to the credit of the Association at the close of last 
year’s account was $59 60c., thus made up,—in Building Society 
$48 04c. Cash in Treasurer’s hand $5 71c. ; cash in Secretary s 
hand $5 85c. ; against this there were the following outstanding 
accounts since paid (as shown by vouchers 11 and 16.) Lovell's 

unt for printing the Annual Circular for 1868, $14, and an 
uuoettled claim of Mr. MoGann, ex-Treasurer, for $8 97e.; total 
$22 97c., which deducted from $59 60c., leaves a net balance for
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148 04
6 71

69 00

41
00

$260 33

12 iMINUTES OP THE TENTH ANNUAL MEETING.
V
last year of $36 63c.,—the balance for the present year is $43 38c., 
showing a surplus of $6 76c. of income over expenditure. This 
is very satisfactory when it is remembered that last year’s account 
shows a deficit for the year of $94 44c., and if the above named 
two accounts be added, as they should be, to the expenditure of 
that year the amount exceeds $100.

The favourable statement youj Treasurer is able to make is 
due largely to the judicious spirit of economy and retrenchment 
that guided the officers who had the control of expenditure, par
ticularly those of the Printing Committee who availed themselves 
of the discretionary power wisely entrusted to them.

In conclusion your Treasurer begs to express the hope that 
the same spirit will influence those who have charge of its financial 
affairs during the coming year, so that the present may be but the 
beginning of an uninterrupted course of prosperity.

Samuel McAllister,
Treasurer.

Toronto, 12th July, 1870.

I
REPORT No. 2.

Committee Room,
August 5th, 1870.

The Committee to whom was entrusted the Auditing of the 
Treasurer’s accounts, beg leave respectfully to report that the 
various items of receipts and expenditures together with the" 
vouchers for the same have been by them carefully examined and 
found correct.

The following is an abstract of receipts and expenditures for 
the year ending August 2nd, 1870.

RECEIPTS.

To Balance remaining in F. P. B. Society.
“ Cash from the late Treasurer................
“ Fees received from Membership......
“ Proceeds from Excursion to Niagara...
“ Cash from Secretary...........................
“ Interest on Deposit...............................
“ Proceeds from sale of Minutes...,......
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18THE president’s address,

expenditures.
825 00

By Secretary’s Salary.......................................................
Printing and Advertising.........................................
Stationery, Postage and Express charges............
Caretaker and Gas.................■••".••••••..........'.........
Incidental expenses connected with Excursion...
Chartering Boat for Excursion...............................
Unpaid account of ex-Treasurer...............................

63
10

7
1

90
8

$206 96 
40 46 -xrBalance on Deposit. 

Cash on hand........... 2 93

8250 33

Auditors.1John S. King, 
John Campbell. /

r
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14 THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

œ:ï!js.îss.:“£;SSra»*-"* of the cabinet, and suggestions from the vener’ 
able Chief Superintendent of Education, and sometimes witi, no
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ISTHE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

hindered by the so-called unity of the church where she has been 
one, and by the jealousies of the war fragments where she has 
been divided ; hindered by ignorance of the laws of political 
economy, leaving thousands needlessly to wear away their weary 
days in striving to live by bread alone, and not able to live by 
that ; hindered by the pedantries of a false learning, and by the 
subtleties of a barren philosophy ; hindered by the fastidiousness 
and selfish isolation of the higher classes ; hindered by the improv
idence and sensuality of the lower. In this, as in many other 
cases, the effect becomes again a cause, and runs on with an ever 
accumulating force. I do not lose sight of the brighter aspects of 
European civilization, nor forget the grand old work of science, 
literature and art. The far-off mountain peaks glitter in the sun
light, but only the more dreary seems the darkness of the valley 
below. The names of Bacon, Newton and Shakespeare, are 
enough to show what a wealth of intellect belongs to the Saxon race, 
but remind us also, how many a Milton “ pregnant with celestial
fire,” born amid the struggling poor„has waited in vain for some 
favouring breeze to kindle his genius into life, and has carried at 
last into another world the dormant faculties intended to illumine 
the darkness of this. Few educated persons feel that they have 
made the most of their powers. There are many palpable blun
ders, much waste of opportunity, many slumbering energies, and 
often a bitter sense of failure. If nations had souls, and could be 
awakened to an individual consciousness, how sad would be 
their knowledge of what they are as compared with what they 
might have been 1 How like rain would fall their scalding tears 
over their neglected gifts, their wasted years and their forsaken 
offspring capable of the highest spiritual life, but doomed to herd 
“ like dumb driven cattle,” though with a sense of misery that 
dumb cattle can never know. Such tears wept'Jesus of Nazareth 
over Jerusalem, but we fail to realize how, through. the long 
centuries, there has been room for similar lamentations over 
London, Dublin, Paris, nay, all the great cities of the globe. It is 
a terrible mistake to suppose that the degradation of the common 
people tells upon them alone. All the parts of a nation are mem- 
bers one of another. The filth of the hovel sends a plague to the 
palace, and the ignorance of the masses reacts more or less upon 
the entire life of the people. The neglected classes become also 
the dangerous classes, and furnish material for the work of the 
demagogue, the tyrant, and the religious imposter. Let education 
become universal, and descend as an heirloom from one age to 
another, and there will ere long grow up an enlightened public 
opinion, capable of holding in check the mad ambition of kings,
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16 THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

the schemes of mercenary politicians, and the folly of those who 
retard Christianity by mingling with it dogmas of their own 
invention.

rati
Th.
hea
alThere is much yet to do, far more than is generally supposed, 

to perfect and extend the educational system established in this 
country, but having the advantage of an early introduction and a 
general approval, it will not be easily displaced or rendered 
inoperative. For along with the schools which we have provided 
for the people, we have extraordinary helps and resources inher
ited by us from our forefathers. We in a manner combine the 
advantages of youth with the accumulations of time. We have 
not like other nations to wait for the slow development of 
language ; we speak already a tongue matured by the lapse of ag 
and enriched by spoil gathered from all languages of the earth. 
We have not to grope blindly for models of eloquence, of story or 
song ; Chatham and Burke, Macaulay and Gibbon, Burns and 
Dryden, Milton, Tennyson and Shakepeare are all our own. We , 
have not to work out by a series of painful experiments the first 
problems of constitutional government ; the parliamentary and 
judicial history lies spread out before us, with its precedents, its 
warnings, its inspiring examples. The military glory of Britain 

make us strong, her battles teach us how to do or die. 
The mother country having planted us, enriched us, and seen us 
shoot up into bloom is supposed by some to be about to leave us 
alone to struggle with the storm. We would fain postpone the 
hour of abandonment, but if it must come we doubt not that we 
shall be able to live, sending our roots still deeper into the soil 
and our branches yet further to the sky. Nor need we altogether 
deplore the slow influx of European population to our shores. 
Could we use the type we might indeed pray for a large immigra
tion, but often the classes that come are the classes we could best 
spare. This at least we shall gain by the delay—à better oppor
tunity to lay in our own way unencumbered by violent mobs or 
evil traditions, the safe and sound basis of national weal. Let us 
not forget that it is from this foreign element and its medieval 
superstitions that has come the chief danger to our common 
schools, and which even threatens the school system of the neigh
bouring republic. Mgch as we have been harrassed by a section 
of this foreign population in the recent villainous attempts of 
Fenian hordes, there are events transpiring constantly in the 
United States suEcient to show that it is far better to meet these 
miscreants on the border as foes than to harbour them among us 
as citizens and friends. May all such emigrants continue to find 
a settlement in the great republic until we shall have reared a
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SÆrssaarSÆSà s.
of the Celt,” and welcome more largely the ignorant and degraded 
of all lands—
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Nor fear the blinded bigotTrule.
. While near the church-spire standi the school.

But let us remember that Canada has no exception from weeds 
of native growth. No patron saint has given us perpetual security 
from vermin. Both country and town will breed their respec
tive evils. It is only by unceasing vigilance and well-consider
ed efforts that we shall keep down the growing heathenism. It is 
for the state so to shape her educational measures that there may 
be no exemption or exclusion from the common enlightenment. 
Religious agency must for many reasons be left to voluntary 

-'endeavours, but as regards the common school, I, for one, hesitate 
now accept, when necessary, the principle of compulsion. We 
recognise the rights of the parent, but we recognise also his 
duties ; and we recognise in no one, whether parent, pnest or 
potentate, the prerogatives of arbitrary power. No government 
hesitates to interfere with these imaginary rights. As the parent 
may be restrained from Inflicting bodily torture upon his child, as 
the husband is compelled to share his property with his wife, as 
thp citizen is compelled to contribute to the maintenance of public 
order, so also should the parent be compelled, when necessary, to 
give his child the elementary training provided by the state. Of 
course there are difficulties and objections, but these are more than 
counterbalanced by the evils of ignorance. There is to be consid- 
ered not only the interests of the child but of the community ; and 
not only for to-day but for generations to come. It is the cumu
lative power of such evils that we have to dread. The stream 
may be small at first and disregarded, but it will gather volume 
as it goes, until at length it will sweep on with a defiant and 
desolating flood. We must aim from the first at a national 
system, which means not merely schools open to all, but service 
able to all. We must keep to it as a political creed that no one 
has a right to be grossly ignorant, that no one in Canada has 
occasion to be so. Really the world has so long gazed on the 
picture of a degraded humanity that the result of human folly is 
almost mistaken for a law of God. But why should the darker

l
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aspects of European society form a part of our young ideal 1 
Providence has given us a new world for a new and better order 
of things. We hope for forms of civilization that shall outdo the 
past, if not in the way of special excellence, and the elevation of 
particular classes, at least in the way of a wider 'diffusion among 
all classes of the benefits intended for all. We hope that it is 
possible to have nations, "Christian in a better sense than any are 
now so ; that it is possible so to organise society that homeless 
children and ruined women shall no more be numbered by hundreds 
of thousands j nay, that it is possible to have nations without 
paupers, without heathen, without brothels, without tyrants, and 
without wars. (Applause.) I seem to hear as I pass along, the 

* voice of the scoffer deriding all this as a dream. But I believe in 
dreams, and also in visions. The dreams of our better nature are 
prophecies, and many such a prophecy of olden time is embodied 
IP ™e history of to-day. Faith and hope are truer guides than 
scepticism or despair. “ All despair," says Bacon is a “reproach
ing of the Deity.” Despair of human progress is eminently so, 
and a reproaching of the Holy Scriptures in particular. If we 
believe in a millennium let us not divest it of reality, or doubt of 
there being a road toward it. When it comes it must “ give 
faith the life of fact,”
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“ And better than we dare to hope
With Heaven’s compassion make our longings poor.”

a
g
VAdverting to topics somewhat more immediately within our 

reach, I find few of more importance than the question of what the » 
child should learn, and what the instructor should teach. A ra
tional answer is not to be expected from the pupil, often not from 
the parent, and sometimes not even from the teacher. It is cer
tainly a question always open for reconsideration, and to be 
answered in the light of advancing science. Studies once useful 
become obsolete ; studies useful to one, are valueless or hurtful to 
another. Old sciences are extended, ramified and changed in their 
relations ; new sciences are bom. Very often a score of subjects 
will clamour for admission when only two or three can be master
ed. Subdivision of labour is indispensable, and yet, unless judici
ously made, becomes itself an evil General discipline is to be se
cured,vas well as special excellence, A famous German scholar, 
having devoted his life to the study of Greek grammar, lamented 
when dying that he had not restricted his attention to the dative 
case ! This, I fear, would hardly do for Canada ; and yet the 
principle is a sound one when rightly applied. It is not known 
whether Methusaleh ever went to school, but if he were living in
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day he would need a longer life to masterthewhok curriculum

at least kfthe c°ommon and grammar schools, but the view we 
take of university education must more or less affect the course ot 
training all the way down to the cradle, and both higher and 
lower education wiU take their shape from the philosophy oi the 
time The practical teachers of the country may not be the best 
judges in this matter, but they will be, when teachers are raised to 
their proper status, and adequately qualified for their work.

The question, what to teach, complicates with the question, 
how to teach. If time be wasted and power lost by a bad method 
of Caching, there will, of course, be so much less room for range 
and variety of subjects. “ Geography,” says Burke, “ though an 
earthly subject, is a heavenly study,” and yet I have known boys 
so taught Geography as to waste time enough for the acquisition 
of a new language. “ A new language,” says another great man,
“ is like a new soul,” and yet boys are sometimes so taught, 
languages as not only to acquire no new soul, but to lose the old 
one, giving occasion for the saying that “ the study of languages 
is the soul’s dry rot.” Spelling is a grand ploblem, and about as 
hard to solve as the pacification of Ireland. If I could despair at 
all of the millennium, it would be from the present anomalous 
and thorny mode of spelling the English language. It is a dis
grace to all who do not believe in works of supererogation. Could 
we get our orthography simplified and purged of its superfluous 
material, something would be added to the years, and much to the 
happiness of children, not to speak of older people, and especially 
of foreigners. Some seem to regard our present orthography as a 
part of the essence of our literature, fixed as it were by a law ot 
nature, like gravitation or circulation of the blood. Such persons 
should read some of the standard authors in their original torn. 
They need not go further back than Shakespeare or Hooker. It 
seems from evidence in Parliamentary committees that even 
Cambridge professors have not yet learned to spell ; all things 
considered, it is not to be wondered at. I have no personal inter
est in this matter, being a capital speller myself, nor have 1 any 
scheme to propose, but if anything ever should open the way to 
an orthographical reformation, let us help ou the change. English 
grammar, of course, is one of the leading branches of early educa
tion, and yet a year or two is often wasted by teaching 
grammar in the wrong way and at the wrong time. The .practical 
part of grammar is best learned by imitation. Let boys and girls 
_ear only correct and elegant speech, and they will as naturally 
speak with accuracy and grace as in the other way. The abstract
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grammar is in some respects better adapted to an early age than 
Rnghsh grammar. I once visited a common school, in which the 
teacher was examining pupils, from 9 to 12 years old, in political
wnulTh Siha?e!i°/ Afiam 8mith ! 1 mentaUy exclaimed, who 
would have looked for this ! It was torture even to listen to the 
poor htie mortals repeating with blind and mechanical reiteration 

. dehnitions, distinctions and demonstrations of this perplexing 
science. I do not deny the possibility of presenting to the under
standing of children some of the elementary notions of political 
economy, but there are scores of things which I would take up
2 S,nd ?peC’1al1,y if ? has to be taught in the manner above 
described. I wish loss of time in such cases were the only evil

flaiFeaterAnjury t0 give a chiId a habit of unreality, the 
habit of talking without meaning, of depending simply 
ity in matters of science. Even religi "
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too remote from living realities. Civilization, with all its advan
tages, has some drawbacks ; the want of closer contact with nature 
is one of them.

Much has been said of late of the object lessons, and in this we 
ave a recognition of the evil, but only a very partial correction 

°; j . A.Sre?t German author is said to have done most of his 
studying in the open air, along the streams and among the trees. 
It would be well if younger scholars could have more of this pri- 
vilege. Nature teaches us the true order. The observing powers 
are the first to come into activity. Children are all eye and ear. 
1 hey love the flowers, the birds, the rocks and streams. Too soon 
we imprison them in the world of abstractions. Books must be 
learned, but early education should as much as possible deal with 
nature and the senses. One of the most famous and modem 
writers complains that with all his learning he was not taught at 
the proper time, and therefore will never know the characters and 
names of the common plants and animals of bis country. It is 
useful to know the history of Greece and Rome, of Carthage, 
Egypt, the Crusades and a hundred other things, but I suspect 
that much time is consumed over such matters that might better 
be given to things nearer home, and more fully within range of a 
child s comprehension. I may take botany for illustration Few

il
r
t»
i
f
t
i
(
1
1

i
1

r
:

|1{

i,

II A



21the president’s address.

scieices are so well adapted to entertain, enrich or instruct the

and of a creative intelligence ; it bears a close relation to daily 
comfort, and it offers invaluable aid to the art of the pliysican. It 
challenges us in the grass on which we tread, and in the weeds 
that grow by the way, as well as in the, richer hues of the garden 
and the grand oaks of the forest. The Creator seems to summon 
ushv fragrance and beauty as well as by the coarser utilities of 
life/to explore well this amazing kingdom of the plants. And yet 
it is a study scarcely taught at all in any of our schools high or 
low. It is supposed to be a nice amusement for a girl at a board
ing school, and that, of course, proves it unfit for any one else. 
He whip has noted men in a witness-box at court knows that not 
one man in a hundred can observe what he sees or give an ac
count of what he has handled. An American Indian has a better 
education in some important respects than a good many college grad
uates. Head Cooper’s “Pathfinder," and you will see what I 
mean, and be inclined to agree with me. You will, perhaps, say 
that the Indian’s education is best for him ; our own for us. This 
is only true in part. We all learn many things at school only to 
forget and sometimes to despise them afterwards. Beyond matters 
of book lore essential to us all, there is a wide margin where time 
and toil are wasted or employed to ill advantage. I am convinc
ed, for one, that we need to give more prominence to the educa
tion of the eye, the ear, the hand, although it should be at the ex
pense of some other branches of knowledge; but more especially 
that we should so follow the order of nature as to secure the best 
economy of time and power. It is melancholy to look back on 
the misdirected efforts of early years, to feel that the golden afflu- 

- ence of youth will return no more, and that in a sense beyond the 
meaning of the poet, “ Our young affections run to waste, or water 
but the desert.”

These reflections bring me to notice the high standard to which 
the teacher should aspire. He must be competent not merely to 
teach the prescribed subjects, but also to judge of education as a 
whole. He is to be no mere hireling of trustees or parents, buta 
man who makes his calling an arduous and life-long study. He 
must know a great many things more than he is called upon to im
part in the schoolroom. His wider culture may often be utilized 
even in his humblest toil, but it will especially prepare him to speak 
with wisdom and authority upon the pressing educational questions 
of the day. It is not expected that all teachers will reach this
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point of intelligence, but this is the ideal at which all should aim, 
and to which many may attain. How else is education to be im
proved ? Experience shows that the mass of men think little 
the subject, and experience also shows that nothing, unless it be a 
bad system of religion, holds on with such grim conservatism 
bad system of education. I regret on many grounds the establish
ment in this country of separate schools, among others this one, 
that they will be less open tojzffprovement. “A habit or cere
mony,” says Addison, “ though 'nevei so ridiculous, which has taken 
sanctuary in the Church, sticks to it forever.” This is too true of 
the Church in particular of which he is speaking, and it is therefore 
the more to be deplored that education, which needs to be quick
ened by all the new light of the future, should be pledged before
hand to the blind worship of the past. I cannot approve of the 
proposition lately made in England to exclude all clergyman from 
the office of teacher, but clergymen, like other people, should keep 
pace with the times. It is doubtful if they will do this except 
through the action of educational and literary influences 
which they have not absolute control. The teachers, therefore, 
should be the mouthpiece of no ecclesiastical system, but the agent 
and leader of advancing knowledge, moulding society as much as 
he is moulded by it. The great hinderance, I fear, to the teacher’s 
highest qualification is found in the fact that teaching is too often 
taken up merely as a stepping stone to something else, and this 
again arises from the fact that teachers are so poorly paid. The 
talent and enterprise of the land will naturally be drawn into the 
most lucrative employments.

It is said that candidates for the Christian ministry diminish 
in number in# proportion to the prosperity of other professions. 
Ministers claim to be impelled by higher considerations, than world
ly advancement, yet human motives are seldom free from an earth
ly mixture, and if this holds in so sacred a calling as that of a 
clergyman, much more may it be expected to operate elsewhere. 
Clergymen and teachers are of all classes the most inadequately 
remunerated. As a rule they have scarcely enough for a decent 
living while engaged in active labor, and they have a still scantier 
prospect for the years of feebleness and decline. If my words here 
to-day will have any weight, I feel that I am pleading the cause of 
the children and society not less than of the teacher, in urging a 
more generous support for those whose mission it is to lead the 
intellectual and moral life of the people.

I shall close these observations by touching upon a subject of 
the highest moment, but one which we are always in danger of ne-
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from the so-calledelecting, and which on this account, as well as 
secular basis ofotir school system, it is the more necessary to bring 
again and again into view. I refer to religion. Distinctive theo
logical teaching is of necessity excluded from our public schools as 
at present constituted. A Frenchman travelling in the United 
States, is said to have complained that he found two hundred re
ligions and only one gravy ! This' complaint is eminently charac-1 
teristic, for Frenchmen think much of the sublime art of cookery, 
and not so much, I fear, of religion. A new religion has since 
been added to the American catalogue, though possibly 
gravy. Although, there may be in Canada somewhat less than 
two hundred religions, there are far too many to introduce into 

public schools, which we are therefore obliged to make non
sectarian. But the danger is lest the exclusion of theological 
dogmas* as such, from our schools, should have the effect of dispar
aging religion in general estimation, and lead the teacher to con
sider himself as excused, if not positively debarred, from the en
tire field of moral and religious truth. The teacher would thus 
come to deal with his work as something barely and dryly intel
lectual. This would be a serious mistake, and inflict upon educa
tion a moral sterility to which even mixed schools need not be 
doomed. There is much that the teacher can do for the higher 
life of his pupils without encroaching upon sectarian peculiarities. 
We all believe in the love of God and the love of our neighbour. 
We all believe in a future life where it shall be well with the 
righteous and ill with the wicked. We all believe in the sacred
ness of justice, of veracity, of kindness, of purity, in a word, the 
manifold integrities and charities of life. The relation of these to 
the Gospel may be more tully explained in the Sunday School, the 
family, and the pulpit, but their paramount importance should be 
inculcated, and their habitual exercise fostered everywhere.

Ifrthere be such a thing as a public opinion, there must be a 
public opinion on moral questions, that is a public conscience. 
Now conscience, like other faculties, perhaps more than most fac
ulties, admits of growth. It has a kind of natural growth. Both 
its discriminating and its impulsive energy may be cultivated, as 
in the case of patriotism, the love of war, and other sentiments. 
This is forcibly shown in the history of public opinion on sla
very, usury, persecution, and other important questions. “Usury, 
says Lecky, “ according to the unanimous teaching of the old 
theologians, consisted of any interest that was exacted by the lend- 
er from the borrower, solely as the price of the loan. Those who 
lent money at three per cent, were committing usury, quite as, 
really as those who lent it at forty per cent." It is even mention-
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ed by Dugald Stewart, as an evidence of the liberality and far
sightedness of Calvin, that he was among the first to break loose 
from erroneous notions on this subject, which had prevailed from 
the time of Aristotle. In Lower Canada, and other places, it is 
still thought wrong to allow interest beyond a certain figure, 
though the public conscience seems to oscillate as to the precise 
point where innocence ends and sin begins. From this and in 
merable other examples, it is. evident that there is a culture of the 
conscience on a large scale, and that the successive generations of 
men are fortunately not constrained merely to inherit and trans
mit the same moral ideas uncorrected and unenlarged. In this, as 
in other fields, “ the thoughts of men are widened by the processes 
of the suns.” A new moral conception, although the novelty may 
arise only from the improved statement or application of a prin
ciple as old as the creation, will oftimes be to a community like 
“ another morn risen on mid-noon,” and disclose a world of in
justice or unkindness where heretofore all seemed commendable 
and fair. Loyal obedience to the new and better view will per
haps set free some depressed class of society from disabilities and 
temptations which were dragging men to ruin as by a kind of ne
cessity, and in a little time crown some long barren waste with an 
unexpected verdure. Alas, how many degraded classes are waiting 
in dumb sorrow for this emancipation ! How many deserts wait
ing for this better moral tillage ! It would be hard to say that 
our system of public schools has.no part to play in this work. 
Paley is said to have complained (only in pleasantry, I trust) that 
“ he could not afford to keep a conscience.” Must the state too, 
and the state school, come down to this last stage of moral pauper
ism! Nay ratherlet our public teachers believe that non-sectarian
ism in its severest construction has no such meaning as this, but 
still leaves a wide vocation open to them in giving to the young • 
the purest and best moral conceptions, and in so enthroning them 
in the heart that no subsequent years shall wholly ■ obliterate the 
early lessons. I shall perhaps be told that such moral teaching is 
not religion, or that, at least, it must seriously fall short of what 
is wanted. Let those who so feel, ply with all diligence the other 

within their reach to supply the defect. But high-toned 
morality is as necessary as dogmatic theology ; nay, rightly under
stood—so understood as to include what we owe to God as well 
as to man—it is the practical end at which theology aims. It will 
be well if the teacher enforces the practical side of the Gospel as 
diligently and earnestly as the divine has been wont to enforce the 
theoretical and ecclesiastical. Nor need the teacher wholly ignore 
much less discountenance, the peculiar aids and sanctions of
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lament, because of the degeneracy of the times. They look back 
with regret on conditions of society, that are rapidly vanishing. 
They are fully persuaded, that in almost every respect, the tendency 
of things is downward. They do not realize that there is more 
change in the eyes that look at things, than in the things themselves. 
Both classes are mistaken, though neither are altogether wrong.
The present condition of the world is the product and outgrowth 
ot a great variety of causes that have operated in the past. A vast 
number of streams, nsing in very different regions, have united to 
torm the great river of modem life, on whose current we are all 
borne along. Among the legacies we inherit from the past are 
things of very different value. Some things that are fitly repre
sented by gold silver, and precious stones,” and some by “wood 
hay, and stubble. The great conflict between truth and falsehood, 
right and »ng, that has jarred along the ages, and finds a recog
nition in all the religious systems of the world, is still surging >*• 
around us, and we are actors in the fateful strife. Yet despite the 
croakmgs of those who sing their ceaseless dirges over the departure 
of the good old times," I believe the world moves, moves onward 
upward, heavenward ; slowly but surely nearer to that time of 
which prophets have spoken and poets sung, where righteousness 
and truth shall gloriously tnumph over the wrongs and falsehood, 
that have so long bewildered and oppressed humanity. Those who 
hvfe m the memories of the past, rather than in the throbbing 
energy of the present, tell us that there is far less simplicity and 
candour of character-lest restfulness and'trust-and less reverence 
for superiors now, than in former times. All this may be true, 
and yet be no just cause of complaint against the times. Every 
condition of society has its advantages. The very worst has some 
redeeming features peculiar to it. But it is absurd and unreason
able to expect to retain certain advantages, when the conditions of 
life in which they had their existence, have passed away. You 
cannot have the ermine robe of winter and the fruitful green of 
surnmei at the same time. You cannot have the grand old forest, 
with its leafy canopies, and the waving fields of the golden grain 
together. So neither can we have the credulity of ignorance, with 
its mental sloth, and the searching scrutiny and activity ofintelli- 
gence. We cannot have the crouching homage of the broken 
spirited slave and the manly independence of freedom. And it is 

undesirable as it is impossible. The swallow’s nest in the old 
house might be very picturesque; but it should not prevent us 
pulling down the old ruin, to build the new and commodious home 
upon the old foundation. Feudalism and slavery developed many 
beautiful instances of fidelity bn the part of the serf to his master;
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are abroad The Press is scattering the thick fogs of ignorance— 
reflecting the light of heaven upon the darkest spheres of human 
existence. With this diffusion of light has come a quickening and 
intensifying of intellectual life. The slubber of centuries is broken. 
-Researches after truth are prosecuted with untiring zeal : and yet 
speculation far outstrips research. Not only does the world visibly 
move, but it moves with greater rapidity than ever before. Events 
which used to occupy a century are crowded into a year. “Revo
lutions and wars hardly cast their shadows before them, till they 
are upon us ; reminding us of those sudden squalls at sea, which 
the manner just descerns darkening in the distance, and then, 
Jiff !le can sails, they are lashing into fury the waves on

VCS,3ft TSv,8 !(Ang'JhouSh it may not be free from its 
attendant evils, I hail this diffusion of knowledge, and the spirit of 
enquiry which it evokes, as one of the mighty forces that are lifting 
the world up to a higher plane of existence. Far better the ques 
honings of doubt, than the unthinking credulity of superstition. 
Sw“m «kaminatwn must always/ precede intelligent belief. 
The highest faith is born of doubt. The calmest rest succeeds the 
toilful struggle. Yet this condition of things has its shadows. It 
creates a tendency to superficiality. There is a wider diffusion of 
knowledge ; but little thorough mastery of subjects. We dip into 
a great many subjects ; but not very deeply into any. “ These 
shallow draughts intoxicate the brain." Not that I would approve 
of the course of the professor, who spent his whole life studying 
Greek nouns, and said, when he was dying, « I meant well, but I 
undertook too much. I see now I should have confined myself to 
he dative case. As one of the shadows which bear witness to the 

existence of the light, we have a great deal of affectation of intelli- 
geiice and independence. Few things are more contemptible than 
the shallow pretensions of conceited ignorance, treating opinions 
and arguments, which it never had the brains to comprehend, with 
scornful disdain as old fogy notions that it has examined awl cast 
away as unworthy of their regard. You all remember the fable of 
tfle crow, that when it saw an eagle swooping down and carrying 
away a lamb, made a similar effort to carry off a large ram, and got 
entangled m the wool, and caught for his pains. Well, there if in 
our day a great detfl of affectation of independence and intelligence, 
and contempt for old things because they are old. “Fools rush in 
where angels fear to tread." Where the sum of our knowledge is 
small, the circle that bounds it and separates it from the unknown 
seems also small. But as the circle of our knowledge widens, the
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visile circle of the unknown and undiscovered thatHes outsideof 

hills, and Alps on Alps arise.”
Second—This nineteenth century has been characterized by an in

tense devotion to the study of physical science, which has been 
crowned by results so brilliant that they stand out as wayinarks in 
the history of human progress. This application to the study of the 
material world has been rewarded by many valuable discoveries 
that have lightened labour, and promoted the safety and happiness 
of life. Yet, it cannot be denied, that because many of the discov
eries of physical science are capable of being applied to acquire 
wealth, and for other causes, in many instances the importance of 
this class of studies has been unduly magnified, and mental and 
moral science disparaged as misty speculations, from which no prac
tical result can be expected. By many, the material is regarded as 
the real ; the intellectual and spiritual as the unreal. Now, I would, 
not in any degree depreciate the importance of the study of physi
cal science. Every department of this vast universe of God is wor
thy of our profound and intelligent regard. In geology, we trace 
the records of past history, of vanished life. Chemistry takes us in
to the laboratory of the Creator, and reveals to us the workings of 
those mysterious forces that are the life of nature. Astronomy 
veils the mystic influences that control the vast systems of worlds 
which people the immensity of space around us. They all enlist 
our profound interest, because they unveil the hidings of a power 
and wisdom before which the most imperial human intellect is baf
fled and amazed. I agree with Dickens, that the discoveries of sci
ence and the inventions of mechanical genius have no necessary ten
dency to make us less spiritual and devout. Because we are swept 
along so rapidly by the power of steam, or because we can flash our 
thoughts to our distant friends by the electric telegraph, we need 
not have the less sympathy for human suffering, or less faith in the 
things that are unseen and eternal. I have no sympathy with those 
who look with distrust upon the revelations of science. But, just 
as vessels at sea ran up colours which they have no right to unfurl, 
there is a great deal that sails under the banners of science, which 
cannot be allowed to pass unchallenged. A brief allusion to some 
of these may not be useless. It is unwarrantable to adopt direct 
palpable utility as the standard by which to estimate the value of 
scientific enquiry. The adoption of such a standard degrades the 
grandest creations of poetry, and the rarest productions of art ; and 
places Arkwright and Stephenson far above Bacon and Milton. 
There is.a strong tendency in men who occupy all their time and 
thoughts wi^h any one branch of knowledge, to become blind to the
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claims of other subjects of equal interest", and thus they destroy the 
harmony of truth. There are many illustrations of this among sci
entific men. Men of high scientific reputation, who have become 

absorbed in physics that they ceasVto recognize the radical dis
tinction between inert matter and intelligent, independent mind ; 
and maintain that the same law of necessity by which matter obeys 
the forces that act upon it, equally controls the operations of the 
roind. It is neither philosophical nor right to speak of the dis
coveries of physical science as if in some way they had cast light upon 
the problems of the world of mind, and superseded the higher law 
of conscience and the testimony of consciousness. And it is a still 
greater confusion of thought and language to speak, as many scien
tific teachers do, of the uniformity with which the forces of physi
cal nature operate, as “ laws” which we can either obey or disobey, 
and possessing penalties and obligations for men. If a man climb- 
ing a ladder misses his foot and falls, and breaks his leg, they say 
he has broken a law of nature, and received the penalty. I say he 
has lost his balance, and obeyed the law of gravitation, and broken 
nothing but his leg. I object to all teaching, however pretentious, 
that assumes that the study of the world without is of greater value 
and interest than that of the world within us. That the material 
world alone is entitled to be called “nature and the knowledge of 
its properties alone to be called “science,” as if mind was not the 
greatest province of nature, and as if the knowledge of its powers 
and modes of operation was not the m6st profound science. Is the 
testimony of the rocks, or the plants, or even the human body it
self, more important than that of the regal mind, so richly endow
ed ? Can the inferior things of creation contain richer truths than 
the very highest forms of created intelligence? We should never 
forget that it is because the material world reveals the thoughts of 
an intelligent mind, that its study demands such profound regard. 
If we reject the idea of a governing intelligence, creating, control
ling and arranging the various forces of the material universe, they 
are bereft of their significance. If they exist for no purpose, if 
they are the visible expression of no thought, if they are directed 
by blind chance or necessity, the spell of their attraction is forever 
broken. It is an instructive fact that though many objects around 
us are far more enduring than human life, yet the grandest objects 
in the natural world are invested with an interest vastly greater 
than they would otherwise claim when they are associated with 
mental achievements, or facts in the history of human life. « Tour
ists cross the world to visit Sinai, because there Moses stood, and 
talked face to face with God. Carmel’s flowery slope is sung, be
cause it was trodden by the feet of Elijah. What were the Alps,
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with all their grandeur, but for the names of Hannibal and Napo
leon ? The lochs and friths of Scotland were immortalized by Scott, 
and therefore the world goes to gaze upon them. Melrose Abbey 
is seen by moonlight, in the glamour of his poetry ; and the mist 
about Ben Lomond is the fairy-woven veil of Scott’s coronet.” Even 
the ocean appears invested with a loftier grandeur, when we think 
of it with Byron, as a “ glorious mirror, where the Almighty sform 
glasses itself in tempests.” All proclaiming the same truth, that 
mind is grander than matter.

Third—One of the most remarkable and significant tendencies of 
the times, is the tendency of power toward the masses of the people. 
The political currents are unmistakably in the direction of demo
cracy. Manhood is slowly but surely turning the scale against can
onized prejudices and long enthroned oligarchies. Power is seek
ing its centre of gravity a great deal nearer the base of society than 
formerly. The late reform act of England only indicates the drift 
of the times. Whatever our politics—whether we think it goqd or 
evil—the fact cannot be questioned, that power is steadily descend
ing to the masses. This fact is profoundly significant. If power is 
given to those who have not the intelligence to use it wisely, the 
result has always been disastrous. The very idea that the most 
ignorant and vicious classes may shortly be holding the balance of 
political power in our country, is truly alarming. It reminds us that 
we must educate the people, or else submit to let ignorance seize 
the helm of the ship of state, and steer her on the reefs of destroc- 
tion. It was a suggestive fact, that immediately after the passing 
of the English Reform Act, an important educational measure was 
introduced, designed to afford thq advantages of education to all 
classes of society not reached by previous agetffies. I advert to this 
tendency, to call your attention to our obligation to educate the 
rising generation, intellectually and morally, if we would save our 
country from the evils of political degeneracy and corruption, 
thistles on our neighbour’s farm may shed their baneful seed on our 
soil, the ignorance and vice around us may, if unremoved, prove 
the ruin and blight of those in whom we are most deeply inter
ested.

Fourth—The tendency to recognize the rights and elevate the 
condition of woman, is one of these signs of an advancing civiliza- - 
tion, that I hail with great satisfaction. I must confess that there 
is a good deal said in some quarters just now on this subject, with 
which I do not fully sympathize. But I freely confess that in many 
particulars the laws have treated her exceptionably ; and social 
customs and prejudices have been equally unjust and severe. Nei->
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ther law nor public sentiment should debar her from any sphere of 
remunerative labour or usefulness, which she may desire to occupy. 
She should be the best judge in every case, as to whether she should 
engage in any special work. I am always doubtful of that class of 
“friends” who think they know better what is good for you than 
you do yourself ; and will oppose your attainment of some object 
because in their wisdom they think you are better without it. I 
especially think it is time that the distinctions in the provisions for 
the education for boys and girls should come to an end. There is 
no justice in endowing colleges and making ample grants for boys’ 
schools, and leaving girls to grow up without any provision for con
tinuing the education begun in the common school. I confess, 
however, I see no advantage likely to accrue from wives and mothers 
coming to the polls and taking part in the strife of political elections. 
Single women who hold property in their own right should not be 
denied the privilege of voting if they so desire. But there is no 
inferiority implied, when we maintain that woman is evidently de
signed to fill a different sphere of usefulness from man. Difference 
does not imply inferiority. I hold that in many respects she is 
vastly our superior. And if I would in any degree appear to ex
clude her from any employ to which men have access, it is not be
cause I would deny her any privilege or right, but because I would, 
as far as possible, shield her from everything that would tend to 
make her more like the opposite sex, or in any degree rob her of 
that indefinable delicacy, tenderness, and gentleness that are the 
charm and glory of womanhood. In one thing we will all agree. 
If the new reformation should, by opening up new spheres of labor, 
deprive us of her gentle ministries in sickness and suffering, it will 
be a great loss to the»world : and it will not be easy to find any 
one to take her place.

Fifth—One of the most marked features of the times is the ex' 
tent to which all philanthropic efforts are carried on by the agency 
of organized associations. Nothing can be accomplished now, with
out forming a society, with President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Committee of Management. Well, this popular method has its ad
vantages. It organizes available resources. It enlists the feeble 
and indifferent, who if left to themselves would do nothing. It 
lays hold of the social element in our nature, and utilizes it by 
yoking it to some work of practical benevolence. And it gratifies a 
certain class of small persons with office and position, that probably 
could not be made to feel the force of any higher motives. And 
yet, this system has its disadvantages. It frequently causes delay ; 
and the evil is allowed to remain uncorrected, as if nothing could 
be done till a sufficient number is enlisted to form an Association.
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Then, although these associations may organize and utilize power, 
and even in some instances increase it, they do not create power. • 
You may have a well organized association on paper, that looks 
very imposing; but if there is not interest or zeal to work its ma
chinery, it is] ust like a very large mill on a very small stream ; 
there is not force enough to run it. But the worst thing about this 
system of working, is that it tends to destroy individuality. There 
can be no real greatness of character without independence and in
dividuality. And if we would have men to lead us onward and up
ward in knowledge and true progress, we must have less aping and 
imitation of those who have attained distinction, and more honest 
daring to be ourselves, and to do the work we have to do in our own 
way. There is a paralyzing slavery to popular opinion widely pre
valent. The majority of people are a great deal more anxious to x 
know what is popular in good society, than what is right and true.
All the great movements that have lifted humanity up to a higher 
place, have been inaugurated by the zeal and energy of individuals ; 
and all the great minds who have indicated their right to be held in 
everlasting remembrance, and stamped their influence on the his
tory of the world’s progressive life, have been distinguished by a 
brave independence, which developed strongly marked individual
ity of character. If the society aims at achieving any worthy work, 
join it and co-operate with it by all means. But don’t wait for 
others before you attempt to do anything. “Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might." An earnest soul soon repro
duces its convictions in others. And remember that the highest 
attainable force of character is won not by slavish conformity to 
popular prejudices or imitation of great men—but by bravely and 
independently acting out in our own way our convictions of what 
is right and true.

Sixth—Among those features of the times, that can only be men
tioned to be condemned, is the disposition to worship any form of 
power, without regard for the spirit in which it is wielded. There 
is an extensive proneness to idolatry of mere intellect or genius.
Let it be a poet gifted with original genius—a musician of witching 
melody—an artist of exquisite skill—an engineer of marvellous in
genuity—or a writer of fertile genius, and multitudes are ready to 
render a homage and applause, little short of idolatry, without 
regard for the motives that govern the life. And not only so, but 
if a man wins distinction in any one department of science, there 
is a strange disposition to set him up as an oracle, and regard his 
utterances on other matters, of which he may be profoundly igno
rant, as unquestionable and decisive. What is splendour of talent 
without purity of purpose or nobleness of character ? Great genius
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noun. Ladies and gentlemen, to you it is given tb play some part 
on this great theatre of action, where deathless destiny is at stake. 
It is your rare privilege to sow the seeds of knowledge in the rich 
soil of youthful minds. Be thankful ; it is an exalted privilege to 
be permiited to stamp ineffaceable impressions on such enduring 
monuments ; or in any degree influence the destiny of immortal 
natures. Be patient; though your labours may seem fruitless and 
lost, “in due season you shall reap if you faint not.” Be cautious 
and discriminating. There are many subtle and plausible specula
tions afloat, which conceal some fatal falsehood, which if once 
received, will cast you adrift upon a sea of uncertainty, where no 
harbour of safety can be found. Be true to what is right, in all 
circumstances. Your life and spirit will be sure to reappear in the 
lives of those whom you instruct. Be steadfast and true ; though 
the battle be severe, and the issue at times seems doubtful, if true 
to yourself the victory is sure.

“ Fear not, though vonr foes be strong and tried,
And threatening shadows fall ;

The angels of heaven are on thy side,
And God is over all.’’

The speaker resumed his seat amid loud applause ; and a cordial 
vote of thanks was passed to the rev. gentleman for having deliver
ed such an interesting lecture.
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