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OTTAWA. Ont., October 19, 1905.

»N . J. Gkhald, Esc).,

Deputy Minister of Inland Revenue.

8iH,— In accordance with your instructions a collection of samples of olive oil
(salad oil) was mad.- in the months of August and September last. A reiM)rt concern
.ng these oils has been ,ddresse<l to n.e by Mr. A. McGill. who, during mv absence, was
Acting Chief Analyst, which report I beg now to transmit, recommending its publica-
tion us Bulletin No. 11 1.

° '

I ha'e the honour to lie, sir.

Your oliedient servant,

THOMAS MACFARLANE,
Chief AnalyHi.

.,, ., „ O-iTAWA, Out., Octolier l,s, 1905.
liios. Mackarlane, Esq.,

Chief Analyst.

Drah 8ik,— I beg to hand you a i-epoit upon 108 samples of salad oils with
ucconipanying tables.

'

Olive oil is a very important food in the countries of .Southern Europe and although
'"!'

*, ";;,?'
^'""* *?'»<=«• ^y ''"tt^"" •" Canada, is still largely in use for the making of

salads. The ordinary purchaser of salad or table oil, suppo.ses himself to be buvin"
nil ve oil. The terms ' Olive Oil' and 'Salad Oil' are synonymous with most people"

On account of its cheapness cotton set^d oil is largely substituttfJ for olive oil by
luirveyors

;
and it is quite certain that many retail dealers furnish cotton seed oil to

their customers without knowing that they do so. The difficulty is increased by the
tuct that cotton seed oil is frequently put up in bottles which resemble the peculiar
tonn long adopted by certain large manufacturers of olive oil, and even the labels are
Miiide to appear very similar. An example in point is the following : in which it ii

BUL. Ill— IJ



c|uito a|)piin>nt that a itu<lie«l nttoinpt in iimilf Ui <iiiiulatf tlio lab*-! of i<ii:t4in a (Jiics-

tier.

BARON &GAIITHIER
BOURDEAUX
HUILE^SAUDE.

Supo^ Clanfiir

1

i

While it is certain that cottim see*! oil lackN the ()e('uliar flavour of idive oil, it is

prohablf that, so far as ftKxJ value f.'oes, it may l)e little inferior to that article. Certain

highly refined ;;ra<ies of cotton see<l oil may lie regarded as valuable foor ; and as these

take the place of olive oil in the making of salads, it is {M'rhaps not unnatural that they

should 1k' termed salad oils. It is, however, much to be regretted, that such brands of

cotton seed oil are not sold umler some characteristic name, such as cottfin .seed Falad

oil, thus making their fraudulent sale impossible.

When a salad oil is asked for, the sale of cotton seed oil, properly refined, cannot

he called adulteration ; but when the article offered is p'ainly name<i as olive oil, the

substitution of cotton see<l oil in whole or in part is, of course, a case of adulteration.

The accom[>anying tables give the ivsults of examination of 108 samples of salad

oils. Of this number 84 were sold as olive oil ; and 24 were merely termed ' Halad Oil

'

by the vendor. Without exception, these last were found to be cotton seed oil. Of the

84 samples sold as olive oil, 16 are found to be cotton seed oil, and, of course, these fall

into the class ' Adultei'ated under the Act '. Of the remainder, two give somewhat
doubtful reactions, p.'obably due to long keeping. The remaining 66 samples are genuine

olive oil. The sampl<)H now reported may be classified as follows :

—

Genuine olive oil 66 samples.

Doubtful 2

Cotton seed oil, sold as salad oil 24 m

M sold as olive oil 16 n

Total 108

Of course, only those of the last class can be legally considered as adulterated.

Yours truly,

A. McGILL.
October 18, 1905.
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