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Whenever I visit the City of Charlottetown, and
Particularly this historic chamber, my mind goes back to the
irth of this nation ninety years ago, and the tremendous
Strides we have made in the intervening years.

Canada has advanced far in those ninety years. Our
POpulation has increased. from about 3=1/2 million in 1867 to
aPProximately 17 million today, and our growth as a country is
Be lected not only in our position as a leading member of the

Titish Commonwealth of Nations, but also by our position as
he fourth largest trading nation in the world.

A In reviewing our achievements as a nationi which today

dos, 2 8ross national production of approximately 31 billion

qorlars, we must not overlook the fact that there are wide

vlfferences in the prosperity enjoyed by the people living in

e i0US sections of the country, For this country to be

Ogally prosperous, there must be a far more uniform pattern
Prosperity from one end of the country to the other,

th The recent studies by the Gordon Commission show that
the 2Verage income in the Atlantic region lags behind that of
& rest of Canada, and is today 33 per cent below the average

??r he other six provinces.

in I will not try to explain how this inequality arose

reco X development as a country. I much prefer, first to

cocoBnize that it exists, and second, to say that I am firmly
Winced that it must be corrected.

exi I believe that the natural resources of this area

hepo? 1D sufficient quantities to give the people who live

enic. 2 considerably higher standard of living than they
Joy today, |

v I am also convinced that the vast majority of the
giﬁﬁﬂian people are willing to CO-OPeratei financially and
areekw1se, to make the full economic development of this
lmpopy. Te@lity. This economic development is of great
placrt&nce to the Canadian Government, and takes a prominent

® in our deliberations.

00n y The problem is how can this development best be
ngeﬁmplished,p Ibsuggest there are several courses of action,

l'ie ot.'
. Wnich individually will solve the problem, but which,
}ﬁéett‘kegicollectively, Zould achieve the desired result.
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The adequacy of transportation facilities in the
Atlantic region is essential to any major development  programf
and as an indication of the great importance which we place
upon development of this region, we have planned a compre-
hensive review of its transportation probleus,

This is being undertaken through a series of
specilal studies, which are being organized by my Department
in consultation with other interested Departments of Governmen¥%
Because of the nature and extent of the review that is proposed
there will also be full consultation with the staff of both ‘
the Maritimes Transportation Board and the Atlantic Provinces
Economic Council, to let: them know what we are contemplating,
and we fully intend that this consultative process will
continue as the studies advance.

Among the questions which are being studied are -

1, The Maritimes Freight Rates Act, with particular
reference to the general level of freight rates in_ the
Atlantiec region and those existing elsewhere in Canada.

T

2. The transportation problems of Prince Edward Iglands
not only as regards the railway position on the Islandy
but also the present and future position” of the ferry = |
services; the causeway project; and the desirability oF |
otherwise of alternative or additional transportation
developments' in this connection. et IR
3. We are making an extensive study of railway branch
lines in Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
** from:the point of view of adequacy and value of the
service provided to the communities involved, and the
best meéthod by which the necessary transportation e
‘facilities could be provided to these communities.

4, As a direct corollary to this, we are making as
well an extensive review of the Newfoandland coastal
shipping services from the same point of view,

1o Jad Undoubtedly a number of the forego s will
“ lead us into consideration of road problem§ ;ggw:{gdighiCH”w
are primarily a provincial responsibility, To the extent
thgpﬁwevﬁind we must review these matters, we will be I‘elyi]mg
substantially on assistance from local sources, and we havé
been assured already of full co-operation in tﬂis regard S
the two organizations mentioned above, - e

RS S, i Bt a2 A A T O

___, The foregoing list of studies will probably take
us;fgom six to twelve months to complete becagsebo?l{hﬂir 9
size ‘and importance, but as they are conpleted we hope ¥0 .
use the same*traineé staff to review a number of other 19
gAritime problems, involving coastal shipping services,

8§P°Pr and port facilities, specialized ferry services,

and & number of individual projects (not all of which hav> ;0
been finally determined) which may or may not be desirabi® .
projebtg%‘butvwhich-have at one time or another been drée 18
go our?q~tention, and at least merit review, s5%£

Needless to say, it is im : this
particular time what the results ofpzigigtgd:SSGSZIEtb0’

and what recommendations they may contain When they h8Y..«
bé’€:¢°931d°?9¢/b? the Federal Government, however, you "% -
ooy assured that there will be appropriate consulfation .4 |
with provincial sources before any final decision 18 ralﬂ’ﬂsr |
thereon, and that we will have as our objective the estlﬂli :

ent of
region, | Toper basis of development within the Atlanti®



. The objective of these studies is to discover
| . possible new approaches to today!

will be:of practical benefit to: the Atian

systems., 'I'wish
at this time to exXpress my appreciation of the fine spirit

of co-operation, and the assistance extended to officials of
my Departmenty 'in the areas in the Atlantiec region which they

have already visited, during the course of their studies to
date.

L. I am glad to announce one other new development this
-evening, which I think may be of special interest and benefit

| to the Atlantic area. As most of you are aware, my Department is
= engaged in the ‘developuent of an extensive icebreaker'programme

~to provide assistance to shipping. ‘These icebreakers operate
during the winter in the Newfoundlan

d and lMaritimes area, ‘and
in the St. Lawrence River and Gulf. . This fleet ‘then serves as
the major Canadian fleet protection and convoy operation in
the Bastern Arctic during the summer.

B 2, We have.now 1ﬁ service and under construction a
- number of icebreakers which will be

the next three to four years. It has been decided recently

~ that the icebreaker LABRADOR, which was built and operated
'“Igithartohby the Royal Canadian Navy, will be transferred for

‘manning and operating as part of the Department of Transport
4 lcebreaker fleet. 2 1 . . « L LI
PoLd i lanp

§0icy ors Phissexcellent icebreaker, which has done great

~ Service in the Rastern Arctic during the. summer months over
- bhe past few years under the RCN, and which also has

. DPerformed a number of very valuable research tasks in

- COonnection with ice and hydrographic research& will be of
% Major benefit to our future plans for icebrea ing in the

g ewfoundland, Maritimes and Gulf area, since it is a strong,

deep-draft ship, particularly suited for work in this
. Connection.

i While the takeover by the Department will not
- bake place until some time in 1958, and final plans have

0t yet been made in this connection, it will operate mainly
the Gulf and Maritimes area, and in all probability will
be based somewhere in the Mﬁri%imes area+as well,

ough there has always been the highest possible
8ree of égfgbegation between the officials of the Eedera%
Provincial Governments, co-operation between governments
Ne will not make economic development of the Atlantic +
8lon a reality. There must also be the fullest eo-ogera on
people whom these governments represent. That is why
Atlantic Provinces Economic Council will play such a
8l part in the work which lies ahead.

' ¢ Provinces Economic Council was formed
the sofgep::%:g:iof uniting the thinking and the efgorts

Usiness, industry and individuals in a crusade wh%c :

¥ build’confidence in the region, encourage 1nv:s m:nto

ts future, and inspire the people of these grgzd?ce T

e Selves taﬁe an individual, active part, in bu ng

f:--i Uture,

d that APREC is engaged in conducting
c s{uggggr:::g various ésgecf: of t§§e§§§?3m303§r

such as agriculture,
&:?:%ctizgé?nénd possible industrialization: - that
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the Council is prepared to undertake marketing services for
industries planning location or expansion, and is constantly
investigating new avenues of trade which would be beneficial
to ‘producers in-the Atlantic Provinces.

The Atlantic Beonomie Council, composed as-it is of
business and professional men, industrialists, labour ¢
leaders, agriculturalists and others, is particularly qua~
lified to appraise opportunities for new development and
expansion of trade. It is well qualified to build, in the
hearts of the people within this region itself, 'that spirit
of -aggressiveness, initiative and confidence so essential to
accomplishment. Working in co-operation with the provincial
governments of the region, and performing the duties for
which the APEC organization is best qualified, I am confident
that, as an organization, it will conftribute much to the
development of the Atlantic region in the years ahead.

In closing, let me repeat, the problems ahead are
great; accomplishment of our mutual objective will not be
easy, nor will it materialize simply because it is the wish
of many of us that it be done. I look forward to the fullest
possible: co~operation in the future between the Federal
Provincial Governments on the one hand, and the Atlantic
Provinces Economic Council on the other, and given this, T 1
am confident that through economic development, this historicé
area of Canada will continue to make a great contribution in
the building of our country. I am also confident thaty -
working together, it will be possible to rectify 1nequal:l.'619s
of’ opportunity which have grown up in our economy, and which
must be eradicated. [vioé
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