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NEWS OF THE SERYVICE.

Our readers are respectfully requested to contribute
promptly to this department all items of Military News
affecting their own corps, districts or friends, coming under
their notice.  Unless we are assisted in this way we cannot
make this department as complete as we would desire,
Remember that all the doings of every corps are of general
interest throughout the entire malitia force. You can mail
alarge package of manuscript, in an unsealed envelope, for
one cent. At any rate, forward copies of your local papers
:i\'ilh all references to your corps and your comrades.  Ad-

ress,

Epitor CanaADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE,
P.O. Box 2179, Montreal, Que.

NEWS FROM HEADQUARTERS.

TTAWA, March 14.—The estab-
lishment lists of Nos. 1 and 2 Gar-

rison companies R.C.A. have been in-
creased by one major and one captain
each.

The long controversy over the rank
of the deputies surgeon general hasat last
been settled.  Infuture they will rank as
lieut.-colonels.

There have been times when non-com-
batant officers,owing to their relative rank,
took seniority to their own commanding
officers, which made it decidedly uncom-
fortable for the latter, but especially sever-
al of them who are particularly tourhy
on this point. In future, it makes no dif-
ferances what their relative rank, non-
batants are not permitted to take prece-
dence over their C.O’s on any occasion.

The new Major General evidently in-
tends that the militia are to keep in close
touch with the regulars at home. Some
recent amendments to the Queen’s Regu-
lations for Gymnastic Instruction and to
the Infantry Drill of 1893, will be promul-
gated in Canada.

No announcement has yet been made
as to whom the Government will appoint
Adjutant General. For A.A.G. Brigade,
Major Roy, of Montreal, is very favorably
received here. He is regarded by the
Department as one of the most enthusi-
astic men in the service.

Ottawa was visited on Monday, the gth
inst., by the officers of the 2rst United
States Infantry. On their arrival they
lunched with Capt. A. Bate, and after-
wards viewed the Houses of Parliament
and were introduced to numerous Sena-

tors and members. In the evening Col.
Lyster, Majors Jocelyn and Boyle dined
with His Excellency the Governor-Gen-
eral at Rideau Hall, and after dinner
attended with the other officers a smok-
ing concert given by the G. G. Foot
Guards at the Drill Hall. These con-
certs are too well known to need much
comment. Music, singing and speeches
were the order of the evening, which was
most enjoyable, and appeared to give
entire satisfaction to every guest present.

On Tuesday mnorning the officers of the
21st called at Rideau Hall and lunched
with the Minister of Militia at the Rideau
Club, leaving for Plattsburg that after-
noon.

From the conversation that passed on
Monday night there is every probability
of a rifle match between the 2r1st and
43rd being arranged to take place shortly,
and we may mention en passant that the
Krag-Gorgensen rifle used by this regi-
ment does not satisfy the majority ; the
verdict 1s that 1t is clumsy, and that the
sighting 1s very erratic.  As to the ammu-
nition used in the States, Riflite is at the
present time being tested and experi-
mented with, and may become the adopt-
ed explosive for the United States army.

The report that the Government have
decided to purchase the l.ee-Enheld
magazine rifle in preference to the single
shot rifle has met with universal approval
by the military force generally. T'here
was a feeling of anxiety a few weeks ago
lest the Government should be induced
to purchase the non-magazine rifle and
expressions of regret were heard on all
sides.

If the report be true that the Lee-En-
field is agreed upon, every member of the
force will highly applaud the decision.
What soldier is there that would not feel
more secure, in the event of an emerg-
ency, with two or three magazines in his
pouch which could be attached in the
twinkling of an eye. However, we shall
hear more about this rifle when Col. Lake
gets back to Ottawa the eénd of this
month.

In England cycling clubs are attached
to very many regiments, both regulars

and volunteers, and we now learn that
cavalry are starting them. The Royal
Scots Greys have just started a cycle club,
and the sergeants of the regiment contem-
plate a ride to Edinburgh and back to
Aldershot — about 8oo miles—selecting
their route so as to pass through various
regimental depots, at which it is proposed
to make the necessary halts. We hope
the time is not far distant when the
Ottawa regiments will follow this example.
At the same time we are well aware that
one of the difficulties to contend with lies
in the state of the roads in Canada, and
time and money only can remedy this.

Mrs. Gasgoigne, the wife of General
Gascoigne, is a true sportswoman. Not
content with skating daily at the Rideau
Rink, Mrs. Gascoigne on Friday morning
last, having received a telegram from
Kingston, started at a moment’s notice for
that town and spent all the afternoon on
iceboats.  Mrs. Gascoigne enjoyed herself
immensely, as, since her first visit to
Kingston in December, it has been her
ambition to test this most exciting sport.
She was heartily welcomed and enter-
tained, and returned to Ottawa the follow
ing day.

Camps in all probability wil be post-
poned till the autumn owing to the delay
of the estimates and the election.

Lord Aberdeen on Monday evening
last proposed the health of the President
of the United States.

The Committee of the Dominion Ar-
tillery Association will meet in Montreal
shortly to consider if it will be possible to
make arrangements to send a team to
Shoeburyness this year.  When Austrahia
can send teams to compete at the tourna-
ment, surely Canada can supply enough
funds for the Shocburyness meeting,

Mr. Bordon recently asked in the Com-
mons for copies of all papers in any way
relating to the charges preferred by Lieut.-
Col. Worsley, late D.A.G. at Halifax, and
others, against the late paymaster, 1.t.-Col.
Murray, the investigation of the charges,
etc., and he specifies no less than 74 dif-
ferent reports and letters which he wants
brought down.

Major Sam Hughes, M.P., has asked
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for a return that will prove interesting
reading matter. He wants to know how
much monecy was spent during the last
ten years under the following heads :

A. Permanent Militia -

1. Headgquarter and District Stafy.

2. Royal Military College and Stafy.

3. Pernanent Foree, including expenditureson huild-
ings erected and repaired, intemiai for their nse,
amdd which would not be required for the Active
Militia alone.

1. Ambnition Factory at Quebee, staff, ete.

B, Active Militia—

1. Rifle ranges and ammunition supplied.

2. Drill shed and armories,

3. Clothing.

4. Pay of rural corps, including catups,

3. Pay of city corps.

¢ List and value of property of all kinds handed over hy
the Tmperiad Government on the withdvawal of the Im-
perial troops from Canala.

D. List of above property since sold or otherwise disposed
of, and value realized.

E. List of remaining property now held by the Govern-
ment in Canada, with its present vilue.

No. 1 Company, Governor-General’s
Foot Guards, is apparently trying to be-
come a naval as well as a military organi-
zation, as it has purchased the yawl-rigged
yacht, Gauntlet of Britannia, and will use
her on Lake Deschenes during the com-
ing summer. It is proposed that the
crew wear red sweaters, with the G.G.I°.G.
crest on the breast.

A Cobourg deputation waited on the
Minister of Mihtia Thursday to ask for
the construction of a drnll hall at that
point. It is the headquarters of the 4oth,
and there is a troop of the P.\W.D). there.

SCHOOL OF INSTRUCTION.

INGSTON, Mar. 14.—Forsome time

past the great necessity for the estab-
lishment in Kingston of a school of instruc-
tion, at which officers and non-coms of

the local militia corps, and of those of
surrounding districts, could qualify for
their respective ranks, has been painfully
apparent. It has not always been pos-
sible for those desirous of qualifying to
enter the permanent schools when their
private affairs offered the opportunity, and
the local corps has labored under a great
disadvantage on this account. At last,
however, the difficulty is to be removed.
A deputation of ofticers of the 14th Batt,,
accompanied by several of their brothers
in arms of the 43rd Batt., waited on the
Minister of Militia and urged upon him
the benefit to be derived from the estab-
lishment here of a school of instruction.
So well was their case presented that the
Minister granted their request, and in a few
days the first class will be formed. Thein-
structors, an ofticer and two non-coms
are to be supplied by the Toronto com-
pany of the Royal Regiment of Canadian
Intantry, and the classes will meet in the
14th Battalion \rmory in Artillery Park.
The hours at which instruction will be
given have not yet been fixed, but it is
proposed that the classes shall meet at
9 a.m., 4p.aw, and 7 p.m, for an hour’s
work each time. This arrangement would
give officers and non-coms a better chance
to attend than if the time of instruction
were made continuous.  Neither the class

for officers nor that for non-coms will re-
ceive instruction in battalion drill ; the
course is to be confined to *the com-
pany "—compauy drill, interior economy,
etc. If it could be arranged, a short
course in “field training” would prove
of inestimable practical benefit to both
officers and non-coms.  This is a branch
of instruction that, in the ordinary drill,
receives not the slightest attention, yet it
is 2 most important subject.  In case of
active service, the man who knows how
to go about the construction of a shelter
trench, the defence of a bridge, a defile,
or a wood, might be the means of render-
ing his country a priceless service by the
practical apphication of his knowledge.

The establishment of the school of in-
struction here will greatly facilitate the
formation of the proposed ¢ city com-
pany” of the 47th Batt. as the one ob-
stacle to the success of the scheme so far
has been the difficulty of obtaining good
officers.  Several citizens were deterred
from applying for commissions in the
company by the impossibility of leaving
their business for three months in order
to qualify.  This difficulty will now be
removed, and we may expect to see the
new company boom. A meeting of those
interested is to be held shortly to take
the imitial steps towards organization.

A squad of men from “ A” Battery, in
charge of anon-com., will in future patrol
the principal streets of the city on the
nights of pay days at the barracks. The
Artillerymen—theroystering spirits among
them at least—have been in the habit of
“ getting jolly ” after receiving their pay,
and several disturbances have occurred
in consequence.  The patrol will arrest
all Artillerymen  found misconducting
themselves.

In future the bugle band of the 14th
Battalion, P.W.O.R., will consist of six
buglers only.

The sentence of the court martial that
tried Gunners Day, Kenny and Turner,
of “A” Battery, for desertion, has been
confirmed. Each offender gets 84 days’
imprisonment, Day’s term being reduced
by 28 days, as the offence was his first.

leslie Gray, who was recently dis-
charged from ‘“A” Battery, having been
rendered unfit for military duty by an in-
jury to his spine received while “ skylark-
ing ” with a comrade, died in the General
Hospital here last week, after undergoing
a surgical operation for his injury.

Capt. Cochrane, R.E., R.M.C., de-
livered an illustrated lecture on the “ New
Photography” to a large audience in the
Y.M.C..\. hall a few evenings ago.

Gr. Hall deserted from *“A” Battery
on the night of Monday, 2nd inst.

Br. McCully is acting provost-sergeant,
and fits the position to a nicety.

Major Drury, commanding “*A” Bat-
tery, has been laid up with la grippe for
some days. Capt. Hudon has temporary
charge of the corps. The major is a can-

didate for the wardenship of the peniten:
tiary here.

Major L. W. Shannon, of Ottawa, was
in the city last week.

Capt. Hora, of the 14th Battalion, has
been elected a member of the Council of
the Ontario Rifle Association. Capt.
Cartwright, of the 47th, is secretary.

VEDETTE.

A VISIT TO THE CARTRIDGE
FACTORY.

ULBEC, March 13.—The Hon. A.
Desjardins, Minister of Militia and

D:fence, accompanied by Col. C. E.
Panet, the Deputy Minister, were in the
city, and made an inspection of the
Government cartridge tactory. They were
received by Capt. F. M. Gaudet, the sup-
erintendent, and Mr. De L. Panet.  The
factory was seen in full operation. A
visit was then paid to the laboratory on the
Cove lields and afterwards to the Citadel,
where the Minister was received by Lieut.-
Cols. C. E. Montizambert and J. F. Wil
son.

The Minister was entertained at lunch
at the Garrison Club by some of the offi-
cers of the district. Among others were
present: Lieut.-Cols. T\ J. Duchesnay,
D.A.G.; C. E. Montizambert, R.C.A; J.
F. Wilson, R.C.\A.; Geo. R. White, Sth
Royal Rifles; Majors A. A. Farley and
R. W. Rutherford, R.C.A.; T. S. Heth-
rington, Q O.C.H.; B. A. Scott, 61st
Batt.; Deputy Surgeon-Major C. C. Se-
well, R.C.A.; Capts. F. M. Gaudet and
W. E. Imlah, R.C.A.; and Mr. H. C.
Thacker, R.C.A.

The Queen’s Own Canadian Hussars
have lost Regimental Sergt.-Major John
G. Gore. He was buried with military
honors. The gun carriage was furnished
by “B” Battery and the Q.O.C.H. sup-
plied the band. The finng party was in
charge of Troop Sergt.-Major McWilliam.
The pall-bearers were : Reg. Troop Sergt.-
Major Bertrand, 1st Field Battery ; Reg.
Sergt.-Major Trudel, 9th Batt.; Troop
Sergt.-Major Ford and Sergt. Barrow, of
the ().0.C.H.; Quartermaster-Sergt. Tim-
mons and Ambulance-Sergt. Griffith, 8th
Royal Rifles. Among others in attend-
ance were: Major I S. Hethrington,
Capt. R. E. W. Turner, Capt. Clint and
Surgeon Elliott, of the Q.0.C.H.; Major
J. S. Dunbar, 8th Royal Rifles, and Capt.
Jos. Oucellet, gth Batt.

On the afternoon of the 24th of Feb-
ruary, Sergt. Percy Back, of the Royal
Canadian Artillery, shot himself in his
quarters in the Citadel. He had quarters
by himself in a small building between
the hospital and the stables. When he
failed to turn up at supper at the scr-
geants’ mess, some of his friends went in
search of him. They found him lying on
the floor, dead, with the top of his head
blown off. Across his legs was his rnifle.
The inquest resulted in a verdict of sui-
cide while luboring under a fit of tempor-
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ary insamty. He was buried with military
honors on the afternoon of the 27th inst.
The band of the R.C.A., with muffled
drums and a firing party of nineteen rank
and fite in charge of Secigt. Englefield,
preceded the gun carriage. Floral trib-
utes were presented by Nos. 1 and 2
Companies, “B” Field Battery and the
staff sergeants and sergeants. The pall-
bearers were Sergts. Jordan, Sutherland,
Coston and Croft, of the R.C.A., and
Scott and Dynes, of the Q.0.C.H. Lieut.-
Col. C. E. Montizambert and officers of
the R.C.A. were in attendance, as well as
Major Dunbar, 8th Royal Rifles. A
floral offering was received from the mem-
bers of “A” Field Battery, Kingston,
Ont.

The 8th Royal Rifles commenced
their annual training on the 3rd inst.

Captain Gaudet, superintendent of the
cartridge factory, denies the story pub-
lished in some of the western papers that
he is making alterations at the factory for
the introduction of more .303 ammunition
machinery.  When questioned here rela-
tive to the capacity of the factory, he said
that it was fully equipped to turn out
10,000 rounds per day, or 3,500,000 per
annum. This amount could be doubled
with night work or more machinery, for
which there was sufficient accommoda-
tion. The reference to the .303 ball
cartridge is also misleading. Under the
management of Mr. Dixon the Quebec
factory can turn out all that is necessary
for this year’s use and a great deal more
if required. Where the above report
emanated is difficult to explain, as it
certainly does not approach the truth,

PaTROL.

THE SCHOOL A GREAT SUCCESS.
14. — Matters

ONTREAL, March
military are beginning to show up

very well here. With the advent
of the temporary school military enthusiasm
has been given an impetus unsurpassed in
these latter years. The classes are largely
attended by the officers of ihe various bat-
talions in this district, and applications, we
believe, are still coming 1n, but as the attach-
ing at th's period would only keep back
those who jiined at the beginning, it has
been deemed advisable to reject the applica-
tions. Another reason, too, is that there are
not enough instructors to handle any more,
the instructors having at present their work
cut out with officers now attending.

Besid«s the officers who attended regu.
larly there are also a number who at'end
voluntarily. They have their certificates,
but they desire that they should get “brushed
up,” so that they may be abe to make a
good showing with their companies. Words
of praise are heard on all sides from the
officers fr the efficient wayv in which Capt.
Macdougall is bring ng them on. ‘The way
in which he imparts that “go” and *“vim”
wh:ch m itary oflicers should have is very
much appiecia'ed. In fact, as one officer
remarked, “one had only to look at the

class and see some of the older veterans
taklpz their part with the younger to show
the interest taken in it.”

The following attend regularly : Prince
of Wales’ Rifles—Capt. Simpson, Second
Lieuts. L. Smith, Allaa, Batler, G. F. Dob-
bin, W. E. Brown and W. Robinson. Vic-
toria Rifles—Second Lieuts R. Starke, F.
W. Fisher, G. C. H. Hian, W. T. Radden
and C. Stewart. Royal Scots—Second
Lieuts. W. M. Evans and G. S Oliver. 6th
Fusiliers—Second Licuts. J. H. Wilson, J.
C. A. Heriot, W. A. Hamilton.  65th Bat-
talion —Capts. F. S. Mackay and De Ton-
nancourt,Second Lieuts Gelinas, D) insereau,
Louranger, Desjardins and Ouimet.  85th
Butalion—Capts. Rosinvisge, Carriere and
Kelly, Second L'euts. Lefehvre,Lachappe 1+,
La Rochelle, Donhue and Brosse-u  86th
Battahon —Capt. Demers. 11th Battalion—
Second Lieut. Cushing. 9th Buattalion--
Second Lieut. Leduc.

The officers who are attending voluntar-
ily are : 86th B.ttalion—Lieut.-Co'. Dick-
son. Ryal Scots—Major Lyndon, Cap-s.
Ibbotson, Carson and Camer.n and Lieut.
Forbes 6:hBattalion—Capt. Andrews. 65th
Battalion—Cap:s. Thibaudeau and DBel-
lietier and Lieut. Parent.

The regimnents generally are getting pretty
we | into order for the coming dril season.
At most of the q arters of the batta tons re-
cru ting is goinyg on apace, as also cl sses
for the instruct on « f men qualifying for non-
commissioned officers. Dnil will be gen ral
in the course «f another three we ks. In
fact, the Victoria Rifles have been drilling
three nights a weex in plain clothes, The
Vics had a gathering on Thursday night,
when about twelve men who had qual fied
for non-coms. were present-d with t.eir cer-
tificates. The Royal Scots are up to full
strenuth, In fact, more recruits have come
forward than they require. This nodoubtis
accounted for by the fact that this year the
Scots are going to turn out in feather bon-
nets. They are expeced to atrive next
month ; also the white jacketz. The 6th
Fusiliers expect to commence drill n an-
other couple of weeks, and officers are in-
structing qite a large class that 1s qualify-
ing for non-coms. In all the regiments
there is every prospect for a good season’s
work,

The Reserve Association of the Vicoria
Rifles give a miastrel show in the Qu-en’s
Theatre Thursday, Friday and Sawrday
evenings, unier the patronage of Major-
Gen. Gascoigne,

Toe Hong Kong volunteer corps have
the long service medal. Col. Pemberton,
commanding that corps, has ju-t made en-
quiry of Lieut.-Col. Cole, 20d Reg ment, C.
A., asking for the rccord of a wan formerly
in the M.G.A., and who is an applicant for
the long service medal. Why should this
medal not be allowed to members of the
Canadian militia who have cmple'ed 20
yeirs' service, when it is allowed to volun-
teer corps in the colony of Hong Kony?

The cffi ers and members of the 2nd
Regiment Garrison Artil ery express sincere
regret over the death of Capt. Tom. Crath-
ern, who some years ago was a most p ‘pu-
lar officer in that re.iment. The officers
attenced the funeral on Saturday afternnon,
and also sent a wreath as a token of their
affection and remembrance:

The Royal Scots are doing great things
n the way of palling in the sabscription for
their * Feather Bonnet Fund.” They now
have $3,400. The regument is indeed to be

congratulited on the enthusiastic way in
which they have gone about collecting for
this very laudable purpose. Although still
$1,000 short of the needed amount to equip
the regiment, there is every reason to shew
that that too will be snon made up.

On Monday evening the G A.commenced
company drill. The regiment are to parade
at the armory on Thursday and march to the
Queen’s tn wi ness the minstrel show to be
gwen by the Vics,

Althou.h not yet able to leave Strong’s
Hospital. Lieut.-Col. Houghton is progres-
sing favorably.

“E” Company, 6th Fusiliers, held their
annual dinner on Friday nght, in their
armory in the Drill Hall. Of a tempting
order was the menu. A long toa-t list was
gone through. The company was well repre-
sen‘ed, among those present being L eut.-
Col. Burland, Capts. Mitchell, Convrrse,
Henderson. Co'. Burland’s trophy, open 1o
the battalion for efficiency in dnll, was pre-
sented to the company, they having come
out ahead in this respect. Those who con-
tribu'ed to the evening's enjoyment were
Col.-Sergt. Donaldson, Col -Sergt. Lloyd,
Corp! Shaw, Ptes, Macpherson, C.le, and
Donaldson.

M «ny in Montreal have kindly feel'ngs
towards Maj.-Gen. Sir Wm. Butler, K.C B,,
who recently took over the comm nd of the
S ‘uth-estern District, Dover. In the seven-
ties he was q -artered here as a lleutenant in
the 06gth, and went with Wole ley on the
Red River Expedition. He married Miss
Thompson, who pinted * The Roll Call,”
and many other canvasses of a military
character,

The Daily Herald, here, is doing some
clever editorial work in the interests of the
militia. It is from he fact'e pen of Lieut.
Buras, of the R yal Scots.

Tne Queen’s Birthday will be celebrated
Monday, May 25, and some acion should
at on«e be taken for a big field day., Every-
one is in favor of it, but somehow no one is
making a move. The accident to Col
Houghton 1s u-.fortunate, for on him would
devolve the important work, but he has an
ab'e substitute in  Bnigade-Major Roy.
Major Roy should at once g«t the D.A.G.’s
permission to call the field officers together
and discuss the mtter. If another seison
is allowed 1o pass without such an outing we
will begin to ask *\What is the matter with
this d strict anyway ?”

Lieut.-Col. Henshaw, late commanding
officer of the Victoria Rifles, 1s ment-oned
as a probab'e candidate for the House of
Commons in the comin: Dominion elections
if Sir Donald Smith retires, and Lieut.-Col.
Massey, formerly of the 6 h Fusiliers, may
be induced to oppose Hon. Mr. M: Shane in
another ward. I e ther of them come out
they will receive the strong support of mih-
tary men regardless of party. They wou'd
make very good represeanta‘tves. They still
take an active interest in the militia.  As
they are both successful business men, with
ample means, and not look ng for a Govern-
ment ** j1b,” they can be depended upon to
pursue an independent course in the House.

Major Reid, Capts. Mitchell and Goddard
have been appointed an Entertainment Com-
mittee of the Institute, and are arranging
for a smoking concern on the last Saturday
night of the month,

D.S. General Campbell will lecture on
“War” at the Institute on March 21st.

[t might be suggested that the militra
officers at present attending the course of
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instruction at the Drdl Hall be thoroughly
trained in the latest show-shovelling tactics,
as taught at St. John’s Military School
That their services may be useful as well as
ornamental, they could be put to work on
the roof of the Dnll Hall or in cleaning off
the Champ de Mars.—Herald.

NUMERALS FOR THE ARTILLERY.

ALIFAX, March 12.—On the 3rd
H the remains of Gunner Morgan, No.
3Company 1st C.A., were buried with mili-
tary honors. His late comrades in arms
turned out in full force to do honor to
a good soldier who had seen much
service by sea and land in the Impenial
and Canadian services. As a mem-
ber of the Naval Brigade he took part in
the capture of Coomassie in the Ashanti
campaign of 1874, for which he received
the medal and Coomassie bar. On leaving
the Royal Navy he secured employment in
H. M. dockyard at this station, and joined
No. 3 Company 1st C. A, then H. G. A.
In 1885 he accompanied the Halifax Pro-

vistonal Battalion to the Northwest, and
received a medal for that campaign also.
He was a good soldier, a genial com-
panien, and no mean shot at either artil-
lery or rifle shooting.

Col. Maunsell, D.A.G., arrived here
from Fredericton on the 3rd inst. to hold
an investigation upon the *Interior
Economy” of the 63rd Rifles. I suppose
the result of the enquiry will become pub-
lic property in good time. Till then
silence 1s golden.

Private Loveday, of the Berkshire
Regiment, died early on the morning of
the 7th inst., after an illness of only three
days. ‘The deceased was 24 years of age,
and his death was caused by pneumonia.
He was buried with the usual military
honors the same afternoon.

On the 7th the officers, staff sergeaunts
and sergeants of the 66th P. L. F. dined
at the Habfax Hotel, after which a good
programme of music, singing, etc., was
gone through, and they spent a very en-
joyable evening.

Now that the Canadian artillery is
known by regiments, I would suzgest that
each regiment be supplied with numerals
and letters, as per Militia List, to be worn
by the N. C. O.’s and gunners on the
shoulder knots to indicate the regiment
and service to which they belong. As
things are now, supposing the five regi-
ments of artillery met in a camp of
instruction at Halifax or Isle of Or-
leans, how are you to distinguish one
from the other? The N. C.O.s and
gunners of the C. A. here in Halifax
are often mistaken for men of the
R.A., and T mustsay the mistake is often
embarrassing. 1 would suggest that the
number be worn above and the letters
C. . underncath it.

GRAVELCRUSHER,

WITH THE ARMY.

ONDON, Eng., March §.—Prepara-
tions are being pushed forward for the
armyv manccuvres, which are to be on

an unprecedentedly large scale for England.
It is estimated that 40,000 troops will engage
in mimic campaigning during July or Aug-
ust. The force will comprise regulars, mil-
itia and volunteers. It is expected that the
Duke of Connaught w.ll for a time command
both the corps into which the force will be
o'ganized. There will be two or more
brigades of militia and a like pumber of
volunteers, with possibly a Scotch brigde.

Before thousands of spectators the Duke
of Cambridge presented new colors to the
North Staffordshire Regiment at Ghezireh.

The 2nd G oucestershire Regiment, under
the command of Lieut. Col. T. W. Leathem,
has just concluded a week's route marching
under the new regulations. The distance
covered was 122 miles, or an average of 20
miles per day. This is a good record, and
shows that, although the men were heavily
accoutred, they have still the stamina that
stood the test in times past. This will act as
an offset to the oft-repeated saying that our
army 1s composed of boys. Only three men
fell out during the week’s march.

Of the /06o1,000 to be asked for as a
supplementary estimate for the army,
£ 120,000 is required for the Ashantee expe-
dition. Th's sum, however, does niot include
the whole cost of the expedition. The bill
is made up with such items as /3,000 for
the pay of the general staff ; £5,500 for regi-
mental pay ; £57.000 for the conveyince of
troops by sea and land in England ; £27 ooo
for provisions, field allowa-ces and colonial
al owances ; clothing, £10,003; equipment
stores, £4.,000; miscellaneous services,
£6,000. I'he pay of the native carrers
amounts to £40.000 and is met out of the
funds ot the tieasury of the Gold Coast.

Owing to the re-arranging of the date on
which al owances are 10 be pa'd to the vol-
unteer corps nerly half a million pounds 1s
required for capitation grants to volun:eers.

To encourage rifle practice among retired
volunteers an effort is being made to induce
the Government to relax the law with regard
to gun licenses. 1f an ex-volunteer desires
to keep up his shonting he is liab'e to pro-
secution and fine if he uses the rang-s with-
out first obtaining a gun license. Not that
the Government object to the ex-volunteer
prac ising sho ting, but the d ffi u'ty at pre-
sent is to ascertain whether he uses his rifle
for other than shooting at the ranges.

An Order-in-Council was issued on Thurs-
day as a Parliamentary paper, defining the
duties of the Commander-in-Chief, the Ad-
jutant-G :neral, the Quartermas’er-General
the Inspector-General of Fortfications, the
Inspector-General of Ordnance, and the
Financial Secretary of the War Office, and
revoking the Ocrder-in-Council dated Feb-
ruary 21s*, 1888, defin'ng the duties of the
Commander.in-Chief and Financial Secretary
of the War Office. The clauses relating to
the duties of the Commander-in-Chief which
hiwve caused much discussion are: The
Commander-in-Chief shall exercise general
command over Her Majesty’s m litary forces
at home and abroad; shill issue army
orders, and hold periodicil inspection of the
troops ; shall be the principal adviser to the
Secre'ary of S ate on all military questions,
and shall be charged with the general super-
vson of the Miitary Department of the
War Office. He is chirged with the general

distribution of the army at home and abroad,
with 1he preparation and maintenance of
detailed plans for the mobilisation of the
regular and auxiliary forces, with the pre-
pyration and mamtenance of: schemes of
offensive and defensive operations, and with
collecting and compiling military informa-
tion, with selecting fit and praper persons
to be recommended for appointment to com-
missions in the regular or auxil ary forces,
for promntion for s aff and other military
appointments, and for military honors and
rewards.

EQUIPMENT AS WELL AS RIFLES

AMILTON, March 14.—A class for
those wishing to qualify for non-
commissioned officers is in progress under

the instruction of Sergt.-Major Huggins,
and is attended by a splendid lot of men
desirous of promotion. This class is one
of the best institutions in the 13th, as a
man, to pass the examination, which is a
stiff one, requires to be thoroughly posted
in all marching, firing and manual exer-
cises, besides possessing a knowledge of
interior economy.

Captain and Brevet Major Stoneman, of
“ A” Company, the new major of the 13th,
is a promotion well deserved and popular
amongst all ranks, as the captain was a
favorite. He is succeeded in *“ A ” Com-
pany by Lieut. Herring, under whom the
company will become if possible more
efficient.

It is with regret 1 report the resignation
of Mr. Witton, first lieutenant of “G”
Company. Mr. Witton has been forced
to take this step owing to his time being
fully taken up by municipal matters per-
taining to his position as alderman. He
is succeeded by Second Licut. Logie, a
popular officer who, when he has read up
a little more, will make a good first lieu-
tenant. Ralph King, who becomes first
lieutenant, is another very popular officer
with the men of his company, as also with
the regiment, and now that he is a first
lieutenant Mr. King will no doubt work
and sleep with his drill book beside him.
J. W. Ambery and R. . Robertson have
been appointed second licutenants pro-
visionally.

In the purchasing of new rifles for the
Canadian force a move has been made in
the proper direction, as the present rifle,
the Smder, is no doubt an ancient wea-
pon compared to the more modern arms
—the Lee-Metford, the Martini-Iinfield
and others ; but would it not be advisable
at the same time to purchase new valise
and ball pouches, so as to properly equip
the force ? Imagine what a figure we
would cut turning out for active service
equipped as we are with a wooden box of
a knapsack and ball pouches that lose
more cartridges than they retain. Imagine
us, I say, turning out with equipment
discarded by the Bntish militia after the
Crimean \Var.

Our rifle, the Snider, is bad enough,
but in its worst stage it is not so bad as
the knapsack ana pouch we now possess.
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I can recall instances of sham battles in
the ravines of High Park, Toronto, when
the men lost 50 per cent. of the ammuni-
tion issued to them.  Why, when you lie
down to fire a shot the cartridges simply
roll out of your pouch ; there is nothing
to retain them. And when at London
last summer we participated in a sham
battle with the R.R.C. Infantry, the same
thing would have occurred, but the men
received instructions to carry their ammu-
nition in their tunic pockets, so as not to
lose 1t.  When you realize the uselessness
of the equipment we possess, no doubt

you will agree with us in saying that the -

force requires new equipment as well as
new rifles.

Mrs. Villiers, wife of Col. Villiers, is at
St.  Joseph’s Hospital suffering from
nervous debility. The Colonel’s many
friends throughout Canada wil! be sorry
to hear it.

THE STORY OF WATERLOO.

ELLEVILLE, March 13—Under the
B auspices of the 15th Battalion, Capt.

Lee, of the Royal Miluary College,
Kingston, delivered his lecture on ** Water-
loo” before a crowded and enthusiastic
house on Friday. Mr. Thos. Ritchie pre-
sided. At the close Lieut.-Col. Cotton,
D.A G, thanked Capt. Lee for his lecture,
and spoke of the good such lectures were

doing in inculcating pa‘riotic sentiment in
the minds of young Canadians.

The officers of the 15th give a smoking
concert in honor of the lecturer, in 1he
officers’ quarters. Afer partaking of the
good things, the company adjourned to the
large room, where a plentiful supply of pipes,
tohaccos and c-gars was ready. Lieut.-Col.
Punton acted as a directer of ceremonies
while Lieut.-Col.Cotton, D.A G., occupi=d
the chair. Col Ponton looked well after the
guests and seemed to have the faculty of
anticipating th-ir wishes. The programme,
which was thoroughly military, was enjoyed
by all present. Miss T. Cunningham gave
** Jessie’s Dream ” as a p11ino solo, while the
following contributed solos in a skilful man-
ner : Messrs. F. Lewis, S. Burrows, F.
Eaton, G. E. Fax, Lieut.-Col. Hume. Rev.
M. W. Maclean, chaplain of the battalion,
gave a reading ofa pa'r ot'c nature. Inthe
course of the evenming Lieut. Co's. Rogers
and Bell, of Peterboro, extended, on b h.lf
of the visitors, a heuirty vo e of thanks to the
ofhcers of the 15th Bartalion for their kind
invitation and hospitality. Col. Hendrick,
U.S. Consul, also thanked the cfficers for
their invitation. Col. Pon'on said he had
received a number of letters of reztet from
persons who were unable to be present,
among them being Lieut. A. Robertson, of
Findley, Ohio, an old 15'h man; Majors J.
E. Halwwell and E. Harri on, of Ottawa.

Col. Bell ex'ended a hearty invitation to
the i15th 10 visit Peterboro on the 24'h May.
If this was done, the 57th Battalion would
reciprocate and visit I3el eville later.  Col.
Pon-on said that if it were at all prssible,
the 15 h would accept the kind inv.tition.

The visiting offi -ers present were : Liet.-
Col. Cotton, D A (., K ngston ; L-eut -Col.
Bell, 37th, Petesboro ; Lieut.-Col. Rogers,
3rd P.\WW O. Dragoons, Pete:boro; Lieut -
Col. MacDonnell, 16th, Picton ; Lieut.-Col.

Brown, 49th H R; Swrgeon Farley. 4oth
H.R.; Capt. Shaw, 49th H.R,, and Capt.
McGee, 49th H R, Stirling ; Lieut. Watts, 49th
H.R ; A-jutant [. W. Johnson, 49th ; Major
Biggar. 16 h ; Sergt. Luscombe, 20th Foot ;
Major Caswell, late of Prince County volun-
teer force, P.E I ; Lieut. Bell, 49th H.R.;
Col. Hendrick, U.S. consul.

The Boys' Brigade of St.Andrew’s Church,
to the number of 40 and un ier the command
of Capt. Black, fi:tingly represented young
Canada.

Col. Bell, of Peterboro, sta'ed that he had
the sex'ant that was on board the Belle-
rophon, which carried Napoleon from
France to England after his surrender.

ONTARIO RIFLE ASSOCIATION.

HE members of the Ontario Rifle
Association held their annual busi-

ness meeting March 3, at the Military In-
stitute, Toronto, the president, Lieut.-
Col. John I. Davidson, in the chair.

Among these present were : Lieut.-Cols,
W. D. Otter, D.A.G.; Graveley, district
paymaster ; Jones, R.L.; White, j3oth.
Majors Mcl.aren, 13th; Bruce, Grena-
diers; Macdonald, 48th. Capts. Kirk-
patrick, Q.O.R.; Orchard, 48th; Mercer,
Q.0.R.;; Curran, 12th. Lieuts. Pain,
13th ; Lliott, 12th; Mitchell, r2th.

Officers were elected as follows :
President—Lieut.-Col. John L. Davidson.
Vice-presidents— 1st Military District ¢ Licut.-Col. White,

joth, Guelph; znd M D. : Major J. J. Mason, 13th, Ham-
ilton 1 3rd M.D.: Major Sim Hughes, M.P., 4s5th, Lind-
say 1 gth M.D. : Licut.-Col. Macpherson. milita staff,
Ottawa.

Council — George  Sleeman,  Guelph 3 John Crowe,
Guelph ; Lieut. A. Pain, 11h: Lieut -Col. Jones, R, L.,
Toronto ; Major Delamere, Q.O.R.; Lieut.-Col. J.Hughes,
45th ; Capt. Dennistoun, R. L., Scarbero’ ; Licut.-Col. W,
E. Hodgins, G.G.F.G., Ouawa ; Lieut.-Col. Wright, 43rd,

Ouawa ; Capt. Sutherlnd, 43rd, Ottawa 3 Major Robson,
26th; Capt. A. Wison, 23rd; Lieut -Col. Mason, R (.-
Capt. Hora, 1ah LW O R, ; Capr. MacNachtan, Coboury ;
Licut.-Col. Anderson, Outawa.

The annual report shows that an in-
creasing interest i1s being taken in rifle
shooting throughout the province, and
that at last year’s prize meeting there was
a larger attendance of new shots than at
any prior meeting. The financial position
of the association has also been improved
during the year. This, coupled with the
fact that at the recent meeting of the
Dominion Rifle Association in Ottawa,
His Excellency the Governor-General and
the Ministers of the Dominion Govern-
ment, there present, expressed themselves
strongly as to the good work being done
by the Dominion and Provincial Associa-
tions in the cause of rifle shooting, augurs
well for an increased interest during the
coming season in everything appertaining
to rifle shooting.

A mecting of the new Council was held
immediately after  the annual meeting,
when the following officers were elected :

Chairman of the Connail- -Major J. . Mason. Execu-
tive Committee—1Lient.-Col John 1. Davidson.  Licut.-
Col. White, 3oth; Major Sam. Hughes, g3th 3 Major W,
C. Macdonald. 48th ; Major J. Bruce, RG o Capi. M. S,
Mercer, Q.0 R Capt. Curran, 12th; Lieut. A, Pain, 13th:
Iohn Crowe, Guelph, Treasurer—Licut.-Col. 1. \.:ulcc
tiraveley. Secretary--Lieut. A, D Cartwright. Auwditors
-=Capt Curran, 1ath; Licut W. G, Mitchell, Q.O.R,

Major J. ]J. Mason was appointed
trustee for the Ontario Rifle Association

in the matter of the five years’ lease of
the Long Branch rifle ranges from the
Dominion Government to the association
that is being prepared by the authorities
at Ottawa.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

The Americans have suffered in many
ways by the foolishness of their politicians
in threatening to bring on a war with
Great Britain over Venezuela. It has
united the Canadians more closely. Can-
adian printers have been purchasing al-
most all their inks from American mak-
ers.  Since the unpleasantness an agent
in Toronto, who has done a large busi-
ness for a New York firm, says he has

been unable to sell because the Canadian
buyers want Canadian or British inks and
refuse to use American.

London Truth says the Dunraven con-
troversy has developed the fact that “ the
British are ‘sportsmen’ and the Ameri-
cans ‘sports.””  T'he difference between
these terms is the same as the difference
between *“gentlemen” and “gents.”

Lieut.-Gen. H. C. WVilkinson, C.B.,
lately commanding the York District, suc-
ceeds the late Gen. Sir Charles Foster as
Colonel of the 16th Lancers. Gen. Wilk-
inson has spent several months in Can-
ada during the past few years visiting
silver mines in the vicinity of Rat Portage
and other properties in the Northwest in
which he has a large financial interest.

William Knolland died at Torbrook
Mines, Annapolis Co., N.S., last week at
the age of 58. He came to Montreal
with the 78th Highlanders, and left them
to become a drill instructor to the
Royal Scots when that regiment was re-
tormed. He was born in Glasgow, and
at an early age joined the East India
Company’s service. He went through
the mutiny with the Bengal Horse Artil-
lery, and was present at the Relief of
Lucknow under Havelock and Qutram.
On his return to Scotland he joined the
73th Highlanders and was posted to Capt.
Leckie’s company. He was first gar-
rnisoncd at Aberdeen and was among the
body guard of Her Majesty while at
Balmoral Castle.  After this he was gar-
risoned in succession at Edinburgh, Alder-
shot, Shorncliffe Camp, Dover, Dublin,
Gibraltar, Quebec, Montreal and Halifax.
While in Halifax he was appointed drill
instructor under Gen. Doyle.  Capts.
Roach, Phinney, Taylor, Parker, L orster
and others recctved instruction from the
deceased.  He was in the employ of
the Londonderry Iron Co., and for the
past four years has been time-keeper at
the Torbrook Iron Mines. His body was
taken care of and buried by the Orange
F.odge.  With their permission, Mr. John
Ieckie, manager of the iron company,
caused the coffin to be carried to the
grave under the Union Jack, as a mark of
military respect.
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MODERN FIREARMS.

ADDRESS BY CAPT. J. CHARLES MACDOUGALIL, R.R.C.l., BEFORE THE MONTREAL

MILITARY

AJOR J. E. IBBOTSON, Royal
Scots, took the chair in presence
of a crowded room, when Capt. Mac-
dougall delivered an address belore the
members of the Montreal Military Insti-
tute on “ Modern Firearms.” He said:

About the year 1848 the Prussians
adopted the breech-loading needle gun.
This fact does not seem to have been
regarded as important by the other Euro-
pean powers, who at that time were armed
with muzzle-loadets, and so remained.
It was not until the Danish war of 1864,
and the short and decisive campaign of
1866 against Austria, that the superiority
of the Prussian breech-loading rifle over
muzzle-loaders and the advantages of
rapid fire were fully demonstrated.

In England, after this, it was felt that
no time should be lost in providing the
army with a breech-loader. In June,
1864, a committee of officers assembled
to consider and report upon the expedi-
ency of introducing breech-loading arms
for general adoption in the army.  After
a few sittings the committee unanimously
recommended that the system be immedi-
ately introduced. It was decided to con-
vert the then existing stock of Enficld
rifles into breech-loaders, and gunsmiths
and manufacturers were invited to send
in patterns of the modes in which they
might propose to carry out the conversion.
Nearly fifty methods of conversion were
proposed, and the committee, alter many
and protracted experiments, recom-
mended the plan proposed by Mr. Jacob
Snider.

It was recognized in England at that
time that what the army needed was a
breech-loader using a metallic cartridge,
which had not been adopted up to then
by any foreign power.  The principle of
small arms was in a transition state, and it
was decided to convert the muzzle-loading
rifles into breech loaders using metal cart-
ridges and to await the development of in-
vention before adopung an entirely new
arm. The whole stock of Enfields was
converted on this principle and was ex-
hausted before the question as to the
future arm was settled, and a number of
new arms on the Snider principle (but
with steel, instead of iron, barrels) were
also made. Thus it is seen that the
Snider-Enfield was never intended for
anything but a make-shift. ‘The Prussian
campaign of 1866 aganst Austria, in
which the former had breech-loaders and
the latter muzzle-loaders, proved conclus-
ively the immense superiority of the
breech-loader, and Furope generally pro-
ceeded to re-arm upon that principle.

The British army, being for the present
armed with a breech-loader, the question
of the best arm for the future was taken

INSTITUTE.

into consideration. A special committec
was appointed for the purpose in October,
1866, and proposals were advertised for.
Although about 120 arms were submitted,
none were approved by the committee,
owing chiefly to the fact that accurate
shooting had not been considered by the
manufacturers so much as ingenious me-
thods of closing the breech. None of the
arms submitted had reached the standard
of accuracy laid down by the War Office,
a standard that could, it was known, be
readily surpassed by muzzle-loaders unde

similar conditions, and which, it was
thought, ought to be attainable by breech-
loaders. It was also clear that the clos-
ing of the breech by one system of
mechanism or another, if metal cartridges
should be used, could not affect the
accuracy of the arm, unless it precluded
the use of a cartridge of suitable size.
The questions, therefore, of bullet, bore,
grooving, weight and description of barrel,
charge of powder, and cartridge case,
could be settled independently, and, hav-
ing determined these.points, it was con-
sidered that a decision on breech mechan-
isms would be more easily arrived at.

Before deciding their plans, however,
the committee consulted many experts in
the matter of small arms, and, supported
by their opinion, separated the question
of the barrel from that of breech mechan-
ism. It was decided that the barrel com-
petition should be confined to those sys-
tems of nfling which had been most satis-
factory as muzzle-loaders, and that the
breech action competition should be, so
to speak, “open to all comers.”  Aflter
careful and elaborate trials, the comnnttee,
in 1869, reported in favor of a combina-
tion ot the Martini breech-block and the
Henry barrel, or the Martini-Henry rifle,
which we know so well. After many tests
and trials, discussions as to the cartridge,
and the taking of evidence of eminent
civil engineers as to the mechanical con-
struction of the breech action, the rifle
was finally approved in April, 1871,—five
years after the subject had first been sub-
mitted to the committee.

The following are some of the particu-
lars of the rifle :

Weight of rifle without bayvonet ........ 8 Ibs 12 oz
Length of ritl: (long but)............... ¢ fLo 45 i,
Weight of bullet (over 1oz, .ooooio... 180 yrs,

Weight of 1 packet of 1o cartridges ..., 114 bs,
Mem muzzle veloeny oL e
Greatest heght of trajectory above line of
sight for oo yds,, culminating at 300
[ 1 e e e 2008011
Bore v e e .45 in.

The barrel is made of solid steel, and
it 1s rifled with seven grooves having a
right-handed uniform twist, and making
one complete turn in 22 inches. The
body contains the breech action—which
is the mechanism for closing the brecch,
firing the cartridge and extracting the
empty cartridge case. ‘I'he breech is

closed by a block which swings on a pin,
passing through its upper rear end and
the upper rear end of the body, but is so
arranged that the recoil is taken by the
back and sides of the body and not by the
pin. The cartridge is fired by the striker,
which is driven forward by the action of
a strong spiral spring within the breech-
block. The action of lowering the lever
causes the block to fall and to strike the
extremity of the lower arm of the extrac-
tor, thus ejecting the empty case. With
the same motion, and at the same time,
the action is cocked, the striker drawn
back and the main-spring compressed.

The action of the extracting lever is so
arranged as to give its greatest power at

- the commencement of the extraction,

when the cartridge has been somewhat
hammered into the chamber by the action
of the striker on its base and expanded
by the explosion, and its greatest velocity
at the end to jerk the empty case out. It
is evident that the constant falling of the
block upon the extractor tends to flatten
the latter. When this flattening has taken
place the extractor loses its leverage on
the empty cartridge, and this has been the
chief cause of failures in extraction, er-
roneously attributed to the cartridge. In
this connection Major Mayne, in 1888,
wrote :

“There is a strong opinion *
that we made a mustake in 1870 in adopt-
ing the falling block breech action for our
rifle, not so much on account of its un-
suitability for magazine purposes, the
future use of which was not then realized,
but on account of its inferior mechanical
power for loading and extracting. Me-
chanically speaking, the direct action of
a bolt for both loading and extracting is
far superior to loading with the thumb
and extracting with the indirect action of
a lever operated on by a falling block, as
we have in our present rifle.  We have
lately frequently heard from the Soudan
of the want of extracting power that ex-
ists in our rifle for ejecting cartridges that
have stuck for any reason.  With a bolt
breech action these complaints would not
have occurred unless the base of the cart-
ridge tore away from the body of it, an
occurrence which is not likely to occur at
any time if a good design and manufac-
ture has been ensured. IFurther, a solid-
drawn cartridge case is known to require
a stronger extractor than the rolled sheet
brass ones that we use, as the expansion
of a solid-drawn cartridge case when fixed
is more permanent than that of a rolled
one, and this is another reason for intro-
ducing the bolt breech action in any fu-
ture rifle for our service.  Arguments
have often been used in England against
a bolt breech action on account of the
frequent farlures of the Prussian needle
gun and the French chassepot in the
Franco-German war.  Metal cartridges
were not used with these weapons, and
the breech was so badly closed that a large
escape of gas occurred when each cart-
ridge was fired.  The consequence was

* %
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that the barrel and breech action became
so fouled that the cartridges could not be
put into the barrel, and the working of the
bolt became so laborious as to utterly
destroy the steadiness of a man’s hand by
sending a tremor up his arm, which
rapidly disqualified him from firing with
accuracy. This state of things no longer
exists, since a solid-drawn cartridge has
been universally adopted abroad, and
continental officers assert that a direct
bolt action tires a man no more than the
indirect lever action that we employ in
our riffe.”

The breech actic ~ is not, however,
otherwise easily put out of order, and I
quote, in this connection, the following
from a clear and complete letter, which
appeared in The Montreal Star of Feb. 1,
signed “Mark IV ” .

**This rifle is the only one which made
a satisfactory showing in the sand and
rust tests at the time of its adoption. It
is not easily put out of action, is easy to
manipulate and easy to keep clean. The
action cannot be jammed by rain, sand,
or fouling.  In the test which led to the
adoption of this rifle one arm was exposed
to rain, and water artificially applied, for
seven days and nights, and in that time
fired 400 rounds without cleaning,and then
was fired 2o times in 1 min. 3 sec. Easily
the best and quickest single military rifle
of its day.”

Col. Eden Baker, Royal Artillery, in his
notes on Tactics, thus sums up the Mar-
tini-Henry :

“Sighted up to 1,400 yards. Itis very
effective up to 8oo yards, but at large
objects, such as columns and batteries, can
be employed up to 2,000 yards range. A
man can fire 1o to 12 aimed, and 20 to
24 unaimed, rounds a minute under favor-
able circumstances, and this rate, under
good management with well-disciplined
troops, is, in reality, quite fast enough for
ordinary war requirements. TFew men
can fire more than 4o rounds quickly from
the shoulder, as the exertion is too great.
It was found, lately in India and also in
Germany, that a man could fire off as
many (and sometimes more) rounds in a
given time, say 2 or 3 minutes, with the
ordinary rifie as he could with the maga-
zine.”

‘The Martini-Henry continued to give
general satisfaction until the Russo-Turk-
ish war of 1877-78 ; when, as in 18606, the
war between Prussia and Austria demon-
strated the immense superiority of the
breech-loader over the muzzle-loader. T'he
Russo-Turkish campaign, in which the
Turks were armed with Winchesters,
showed that repeating arms had great
advantages over single loaders, owing to
their greatly increased rapidity of fire. As
a result, all the Luropean powers took up
the question of the desirability of intro-
ducing repeating or magazine rifles, or of
increasing the rapidity of fire of existing
patterns by the adoption of what we.
known as a ‘‘quick-loader,” being a de-

vice hung upon the rifle near the breech
to reduce the time necessary to obtain a
cartridge and put it into the breech.

But the Russo-Turkish war was not the
first in which a repeating arm was used.
The Spencer magazine rifle was used in
the American war with more or less suc-
cess, but 1its mechanism was of a com-
plicated and delicate nature, and, paper
cartridges being then in use, the rifle did
not promise much advantage for the
future, and after this war the question of
magazine arms fell into abeyance. In
England six systems of repeating rifles
were submitted to the committee (in
1867-69), which adopted the Martini-
Henry. Of these systems they preferred
the Winchester, but considered it too
complicated and so liable to injury that
it was not calculated to withstand the wear
and tear of service. This committee, in
its report, said that they were aware that
occasion might arise when a magazine
rifle might be useful, but considering the
increase of weight when the magazine was
loaded, and the great rapidity of fire of
the Martini-Henry and other single load-
ers, they were not prepared to recommend
a magazine arm for general adoption.  In
reference to this report the Text Book on
small arms says: “ The fact was that this
description of arm was then in its infancy
and the demai:d for it had not become
pressing ; it was then a question whether
the practical value of magazine rifles would
fulfil expectations; but of this there was
no doubt, even at that time : that the
moral effect of their possession by one
army would oblige their adoption by all.”

It was not until 1880 that dccisive
steps were taken in the matter by Eng-
land.  “The prevalent idea that the
Martini-Henry was such a superior one
as compared with continental rifles,”
writes Major Mayne, “might probably
have been one cause of this delay, but
official experiments made in England in
1880 dispelled this pleasant dream, when
it was found that our rifle was no better
than the I'rench or German rifles, while
it was inferior to the Russian one.”

THIE QUESTION OF A MAGAZINE ARM

was 1 1880 referred to the then Machine
Gun Committee, but this committee was
dissolved in March of the same yecar, and
nothing further of any importance oc-
curred in the matter until 1883, when a
committee was appointed to consider and
work out details in connection with a new
arm, a modification of the Martini-Henry,
but not a magazine rifle. This committee
was also instructed to take up the ques-
tion of the desirability of introducing a
magazine rifle, and the best form of such
arm.

“Lvery improvement in firearms has
had for its main object increase in rapidity
of fire,” and the advantage of magazines
in this respect had long been seen. What
are the tactical advantages of the maga-
zine? Major Mayne writes : “ The ne-
cessity for using magazine rifles in future

will be best seen by considering the tac-
tical use to which they will be put. It
has been frequently stated that the moral
effect caused by an efficacious fire is
greater, as the time in which the losses
are effected is less; that is, according to
the suddenness and rapidity with which
they are inflicted. The objectives usually
fired at in war are very variable and mo-
bile, and are often only seen at intervals,
and it is in order to pour a rapid fire on
these short appearances that a magazine
rifle is required to inflict the greatest loss
possible in the shortest time.”

Magazine nifles have the undoubted ad-
vantage of allowing, at any given instant,
and especially at the decisive moment of
the fight, the enemy to be overwheimed
with a mass of projectiles. * If fire is to
be opened on any given object at any
range, then while the fire lasts its useful
effect should be as great as possible, and
it is only by the use of magazines that the
greatest possible mass of lead can be di-
rected on an enemy atany given moment.
‘The greater the useful effect the greater
will be the moral effect on the enemy,
and hence the power of being able to in-
flict sudden losses on an enemy will go
tar towards attamning victory.”

Nowadays, from the moment when his
masses arrive on the ficld of battle, we try
to prevent the enemy coming to short dis-
tances. Hence all the power of the fire
of the troops ought to be utilized as early
as possible, in order to take away as soon
as possible from the enemy the vigor that
it is necessary for him to possess for the
close of the fight. *“ We can only obtain
decisive results by the quantity, as to time
and place, as well as by the quality, of
the fire. ‘Therefore, we must try and
obtain both. Quality can only be obtained
by training in peace time, and quantity
of fire, as to time and place, by means of
magazine rnifles.  When men are tired
and fatigued the greater the number of
rounds they can fire under the same con-
ditions the better, and the theoretical de-
structive cffects of the fire of two different
rifles will be proportionate to their rapidity
of fire, and for this reason—for a fire last-
ing one to two minutes magazine rifles
will have a great superiority.”

To illustrate the value of volleys from
magazine rifles Major Mayne quotes the
tollowing from a lecture on  magazine
rifles by Col. Fosbery, V.C.:

“1 remember hearing a Confederate
officer relate his first experience (in the
American Civil War) of the Spencer ma-
gazine rifle.  He stated that the Feder-
als had occupied and stockaded a strong
position on the top of a bill commanding
the passage of one of their great rivers,
a position from which it was necessary
that they should be expelled if possible at
once. A\ strong storming party was ac-
cordingly formed, and assembled at night-
fall at the foot of the hill. When the
moon rose they silently commenced thei,
ascent until at last they saw just above
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them the long black parapet against the
sky line, apparently without a defender.
On some sound being made, however, the
alarm was given, and in an instant the
parapet was lined with heads, and a vol-
ley poured into the assailants at close
quarters, which was almost instantly fol-
lowed by a second. This was a war of
surprises, and, coming to the conclusion
that their enemies had double-barrels and
must now re-load, the stormers cheered
and rushed at the work ; but they had
reckoned without the Spencer. Five
more volleys followed the first two with-
out a second’s intermission, and the
broken remains of the party took refuge at
the bottom of the hill, to attempt that
post no more.  On another occasion, a
Federal brigade which had already suffered
severely in action, and was reduced to a
fraction of its original numbers, came in
sight of a vastly superior body of the
enemy, which instantly made preparations
to attack, and moved down on them full
of confidence.  TFor a moment everyone
thought that all was lost.  The officer in
command, however, understood his busi-
ness and his weapons. He ordered the
magazines to be filled, the men to take
such cover as they could find, and to wait
for the word of command. Nearer and
nearer came the enemy, and still the thin
line waited in dead silence. When, how-
ever, they got within r1oo paces, the order
came out sharp and clear, and volley after
volley from the repeaters mowed tham
down in an instant.  The ranks fell one
over the other in heaps, and the survivors
panic struck at the sudden ard unex-
ampled slaughter, turned and fled, leaving
the spoils of war to the enemy they had
too soon despised.”

The same author goes on tosay: *One
great point which must not be overlooked
in making magazine rifles the future ar
mament of infantry is the moral strength
it will give to the side using them.” Gen.
Brialmont writes: * It 1s incontestable,
however, that the magazine rifle augents
the confidence of the soldier at the de-
cisive moment which precedes the assault,
and that this effect ought not to be dis-
dained In war, where morale plays so
great a role. It is thus certain that a
magazine rifle will assure to any infantry
a moral, material and tactical superiority
over an enemy armed with an ordinary
breech-loader. It must never be forgotten
that the want of efficacy of the fire of one
side increases the morale of the op-
ponent.”

We have scen, then, that the commit-
tee to which the advisability of adapting
a magazine rifle for the British service
had been referred had primarily been as-
sembled for the purpose of considering
improvements  to the Martini - Henry.
They came to a concluston in this matter,
but we heard nothing of it until lately. 1
will refer to this again.  The magazine
rifle became the chief work of the com-
mittee.  All the old objections to the bolt
system, as compared with the block sys-

tem, which resulted in 1871 in the adop-
tion of the latter, were again urged, and
would no doubt have had the same effectas
before had it not been considered impos-
sible to adapt it to a magazine arm, for it
was looked upon as safer, as supporting
the cartridge quite as well, and as admit-
ting of equal, if not greater, rapidity of
fire than the block system.

The objections to the bolt system
which, the Text Book informs us, un-
doubtedly existed in its earlier forms,
have been either entirely removed or their
importance much reduced.  And, I sup-
pose, we may assume that this is the case,
since all the great powers, including the
United States, have adopted this system.

The objections were, however : 1. That
the bolt was liable to catch in objects,
and took away from the symmetry of the
arm. 2. A considerable length of the
rifle was taken up by the bolt action.
3. In the event of a cartridge case jam-
ming there was no leverage to effect the
extraction. 4. Should the breech action
fail owing to a defective cartridge or other
causes, the bolt being in line with the
firer’s eye would be more likely to cause
him injury. 5. In the event of a project-
ing cap from the base of a cartridge or
an over-sensitive one, the bolt {rom the
direction of its motion would be more
likely to explode it in closing the breech
than in the block system. Another mat-
ter that this committee had to consider
was the question of

SUITABLE CALIBRE FOR SMALIL ARMS

which had been re-opened in England.
On the first adoption of magazine rifles
no material alteration was made in the
calibre of the old single loaders, but a de-
crease in the bore was considered neces-
sary to increase the flatness of the trajec-
tory, the range, the accuracy and the
penetration of the projectile. A decrease
in the weight of the bullet, and, conse-
quently, in the weight and size of the
whole cartridge, were further advantages
to follow the reduction in calibre and result
in an increase inthe amountof ammunition
which could be carried by the soldier and
in the ammunition carts, a most import-
ant consideration under all circumstances,
and especially with magazine arms. An-
other great advantage of the lighter bullet
was the decrease in recoil.  When the
diameter of the bullet was reduced it
became necessary, in order to obtain the
proper weight, to increase its length ; this
increase in length would require a rapidity
of rotation to which the old lead bullet
was not adapted ; this ditticulty was over-
come by encasing a core of 98 per cent.
lead and 2z per cent. antimony in a solid
drawn envelope of 8o per cent. copper
and 20 per cent. nickel.  The core is
inserted from the rear end of the envelope,
which is afterwards turned over the base
of the core. The envelope being solid
drawn, has, consequently, a solid point
somewhat thicker than the sides.

But, to return to the rifle. The com-

mittee, after the usual exhaustive investi-
gation, consideration, experiments and
tests, in 1888 submitted a pattern of .303-
inch calibre rifle, rifled on, the Metford
system and with the Lee bolt and maga-
zine, and this pattern was approved to
govern the issue of 350 rifles for extended
trials by the troops. These rifles were
sent out and were reported upon satisfac-
torily as regards the efficiency of the rifle.
Minor improvements which, in the mean-
time suggested themselves, were accord-
ingly made and the rifle was formally
approved and issued, sealed as the L.ee-
Metford Mark I. Two years later a com-
mittee was appointed by the War Office
to consider the reports on Mark I. The
results of the deliberations of the com-
mittee were, among several minor details,
to increase the capacity of the magazine
from 8 to 10 cartridges, to simplify the
bolt and to reduce the weight of the rifle
6 oz. These alterations were approved
and the new production is known as the
Lee-Metford Mark II.

Weight, Mark I1., 91bs, 4 o0z.

Length, over al), 4 feet 1'4 inches.

Calibre, .303 inch.

Rifling, Metford.

Grooves, 7.

‘T'wist, uniform, left handed, 1in 10 inches, or 33 cal.
Muzzle vel., black powder 1,850 £.5., cordite 2,000,

Greatest height of trajectory ahove line of sight for
890 yards, 13 feet 6 inches,

Foresight vel., .023 inch to left o allow deflection due
to the jumgp from cordite ammunition.

Now as to the necessity for extreme
range sights. Some doubt seems to exist

“as to their value, owing to the limit of

vision. It is true that a man or a bulls-
eye would be a rather uncertain mark at
2,500 yards, even if they could be plainly
seen. Buta battalion of infantry or a bat-
tery of artillery unlimbering would berather
an easy target for a succession of volleys at
that range.  What do the tacticians say?
General Clery, writing of the apparently
accidental nature of long range firing in
the Franco-German war, says: * But the
war of 1877 (Russo-Turkish) has now re-
moved all doubt on thissubject. The neavy
lossesconstantly sustained by the Russians
from infantry fire at distances up to 3,000
yards prove beyond question what this fire
can effect. These results must, therefore, be
acknowledged and their value recognized.
'To continue to theorise any longer against
long-range infantry fire would be to advo-
cate the surrender of an important ele-
ment in the destructive force of an army.
The drawbacks attending its use are con-
siderable, as are also the difficulties to be
overcome in regulating it ; but the point
for consideration is not the overcoming of
difficulties, but the advantages to be
gained by overcoming them. Its adoption
becomes, therefore, a matter of necessity.”
The result of experiments in this nature
of fire has confirmed its importance and
made long range practice a matter of
regulation.  The Musketry Regulations
have this to say about long-range volleys :
“Such a fire would be required on massed
infantry, artillery, cavalry, trains, camps,
etc., and in the attack of a position from
troops specially attached to a flank to
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cover the advance of the main body. In
the attack of fortresses it would be found
useful when directed on a breech, to
hinder its repair, and in the defence on
the batteries and trenches of an assailant,
especially when first breaking ground.”

But it may be urged that this is tres-
passing on artillery ranges. This is not
so. In the attack the business ot the ar-
tillery is with the artillery of the defence,
and when that has been silenced, its fire
must be concentrated on the points in the
position where the attack is to be driven
home. The business of the defence 1s to
make the attack deploy; therefore, in ad-
Jition to the shells of the artillery, volleys
should be fired at his masses as soon as
they can be seen.

Again, General Todleben, referring to
the long range fire of the Turks against
the Russians in 1877-78, said: ‘““At
2,500 yards the infantry fire fell like a rain
of bullets. The most heroic efforis of
our troops were without result. Divisions
of 10,000 men were reduced to 4,000 or
5,000 men. The fire grew hotter and
hotter, till it became a perfect rain of
lead, only to be pictured by those who
went through it.”

Major Mayne, in considering the ques-
tion, sums up: “To reserve all fire
against the enemny until he gets within
ranges at which the old rifle could have
effectively crushed him, would be to wil-
fully throw away the advantages of the
new ones, namely, accuracy at long ranges
and rapidity of firing. 'T'he experience of
two campaigns has shown that with
modern weapons, even unaimed, undisci-
plined fire is capable of giving, under
certain conditions, great results at long
ranges; and if, therefore, we can employ
a well-aimed and controlled fire at these
ranges we may expect to obtain far greater
results under the same conditions.”

We have seen that the committee to
which the question of a magazine arm was
submitted (as an afterthought) had origin-
ally been ordered to assemble to consider
improvements upon the Martini-Henry
without any view to adding a magazine.
What was the fruit of their labors in this
direction ? First, they produced a weapon
known as the Martini-Metford, Mark 1.,
which was, I understand, a converted
Martini-Henry, having a Metford barrel,
.303 bore, and Martini breech action.
Next appeared the Martini-Metford, Mark
I1., the same in most respzcts as Mark I,
but manufactured direct instead of being
converted.  The Royal Regiment Cana-
dian Infantry is armed with this weapon
at present, and “ Mark 1V.,” in his letter
to The Star, has accurately described this
rifle as ill-balanzed, too heavy, and too
straight in the stock to make a desirable
and accurate weapon for either target or
military purposes! ‘This rifle has in
turn been succeeded by a Mark III,
which still retains the Martini  brecch
action, but has a materially changed barrel.
From an article in the last number

of The V. R.I. Magazine I quote the
following referring to this barrel :

“This is no longer the true Metford
barrel, since the number of grooves has
been reduced from seven to five, with a
view to diminishing the erosion caused
by the use of a high explosive and a com-
posite bullet.  After a series of most
elaborate and exhaustive experiments, at
the Royal Small Arms Factory at Enfield,
it has been found possible to design a
barrel in which the above desideratum is
obtained without any loss of range or
velocity.  Hence the more correct appel-
lation of Martini-Enfield.”

In describing this weapon I shall again
take the liberty of taking a paragraph
from ““ Mark IV.s” letter to The Star:

“Imagine a Martini-Henry rifle not
quite as buiky as usual, a little shorter, and
of about 8 1bs. weight, and you have the
Martini-Enfield before you. A closer in-
spection, however, shows one that the
barrel is bored for a .303 bullet having a

felt.  The only drawbacks are that it is a
single-loader, and that it has no long
range sizhts.

Let us now compare the efficiency of
the three rifles we have considered as
military arms, and in doing so we will
assume that the possible failure of the
Martini extractor 1s fully set off by the
more complicated nature of the Lee
breech action and the several possibilities
of its failing in action.

What, then, are the conditions that an
efficient military arm must fulfil? Major
Mayne states them to be, in order of im-
portance :

1. Long range.

z. Flatness of trajectory.

3. Accuracy of fire.

5. Rapidity of fire.

5. Penetration.

How do these arms fulfil such condi-
tions ?

I—LONG RANGE.

Lee-Metford ... ... ...
Maruni-Enfield ..
Martini-Henry...

. .

Sighted to 2,500 yards .,
1,600 yards..
1,300 yards ...

v veenes Extreme Range
o w

......

3.450 yards,
3,450 yards.
2,000 yards,

2—FLATNESS OF TRAJECTORY.

Lee-Metford.......... Greatest height of trajectory above line of sight for Soo yards ...

Mariini-Enfield.......
Martdini-Henry. ... ... * " "

13.5 feet,
13.5 feet.
20.59 feet.

“ . .

3—ACCURACY.

This depends upon flatness of trajectory—greater as

trajectory is flatter—therefore:

{ 1st—Lee-Metford and Martini-Enficld, equal.
1 2nd—Martini-Henry,

J—RAPIDITY OF FIRE,

Lee-Metford. ... coviiiiriiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn e

Marnini-Enfield
Martini-Henry

................

............................

...................................

10 aimed shots in ...... 25 seconds,
10 aitned shots in ABouT 4o seconds.
10 aimed shots in . .., ., 50 seconds,

5—PENETRATION,
The Lee-Metford and Martini-Enfield will, at yjo yards, penetrate 24 inches of oak, while the
Martini-Henry will, at 20 yards, penetrate only 3 inches of the same material,

taper shell, and that the backsight is
graded up to 1,600 yards. ‘The bayonet
is of the straight sword pattern, 16% .
long over all; and a 12-n. blade sharp at
both edges, and is attached in a similar
manner to the Snider-Enfield sword bayo-
net. A careful examination of the bore of
the rifle will, however, show where a very
great improvement has been made over
that of the Lee-Metford rifle.  The num
ber of grooves has been reduced from
seven to five, thus diminishing the friction
caused by the passage of the nickel-coated
bullet through the barrel very consider-
ably, while, it i1s ciaimed, the accuracy or
range of the weapon is not thereby im-
paired.”

[ WAS PRESENT AT HYTHE

when this rifle was fired by several of the
best shots on the School of Musketry stalf
in order that it might be reported upon.
It gave complete satisfaction as to accu-
racy, but was the opposite of the l.ee-
Metford in the respect that it fired high
when the bayonet was fixed (which, by the
way, was the old-fashioned three-cornered
bayonet and not the knife pattern). It
struck me as bemg a most excellent
weapon, light, symmetrical, and as well-
balanced as a shot gun, one that might be
carried any day without its weight being

I have included the Martini-Henry for
the sake of comparison. ‘The other two
rifles interest us more. We see that if
the Martini-Enfield had long range sights
it would be the equal of the Lee-Metford
In range, trajectory, accuracy and pene-
tration, and that the Lee-Metford has the
advantage over the Martini-Enfield in
firing ten aimed rounds (all that its maga-
zine holds) by ffteen seconds, or, in
other words, a man arnned with the Lee-
Mectford could fire ten rounds into a man
armed with the Martini-Enficld while the
latter would be able in the same time to
return him about six.

Is, or is not, this difference compen-
sated by the greater simplicity, hardiness,
lightness and handiness of the Martini-
Enfield? I do not myself, under existing
circumstances, and for obvious reasons,
care to express an opinion in the matter ;
but I have endeavored to collect and put
together the facts, pro and con., as to the
capabilitics of cach weapon as a military
arm, so that anyone who had not time to
go into the matter for himsell might form
his own opinion.

The 48th Highlanders, of Toronto, have
received an invitation to visit Montreal on
May 24th,
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Powider Company of London, England—
which are recognized to be the best Smokeless
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Lee-Metford (Sporting) ... . .303 Martini-Henry ..... ........ 450
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(Gurney, Massey & Co., uw.
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Hot Water Heaters Stoves and Ranges
Hot Air Furnaces Steel Ranges, Plumbers’ Supplies

Radiators, Registers Locks and Scales

€% Boilers guaranteed More IEconomical and Quicker Circulation than any other made. “ How Best
to Heat our Homes,” sent {ree on application, mentioning this paper. Price Lists to trade only.

{CANADA SCREW GOMPANY, HAMILTON
1ONTARIO LEAD AND BARB WIRE CO., TORONTO

385 and 387 St. Paul Street s MONTREAL

CANADIAN BANDS and Musicians find the world-famous

Besson Prototype” Instruments

Superior to all others for

. <« . TONE, TUNE, DURABILITY . . .

AGENTS

Most English Bands and a large numbes of Canadian Militia Bands use them and find them better and
cheaper than any other, because they rarely get vut of order, and will Last i Hfetime.
) The NEW **CHICAGO” ﬁORE instroments have achieved an immense success,
Tho Band of the 13th Battallon, Hamilton, Ont., write :—** We always give credit to the perfection you hive attined in your * PROTOTYPE make : we would
natuse any other. "The Band is forty strong and every instrument is BESSON * PROFOTYPE. ™ )

6th Fusiliers, Montroal, 1894, Telegram from Col. Barland, says:— Ship imwe diately to onr Corps, full Set Class * A" NEW ‘CHICAGO ' BORE instru-
ments, sitver-plated and engraved  Draft for value mailed.” Similar testimonials from many other Canadian Mlitary Corps.  For particulars and poice list apply to

Or to the Canadian Depota: B

MESSRS. GROSSMAN & SONS, 6356 James St. North, Hamilten, Ont. BESSON & ( O I td
Q}Il‘ « I.;\\l';\\;.l.l",l'l. 3 Loombert Hill, Montreal, 1. Q. U (]
MESSRS., ORME & SON, 1) Sparks 8t., Ottawa, Ont.
United States Depot: MR, CARL FISCHER, 6 Fourth Avenue, New York. 198 Euston Road, London, England

EL PADRE-NEEDLES-CIGAR 10c. Try it. { ™ty benee

{




" THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE 11

THE CANADIAN

MILITARY GAZETTE

(Successor to the Canadian Militia Gazette.)
EstaBLISHED 1885,
PUBLISHED AT TORONTO
ON THE
18t and 16th of eachk Month,

DEVOTED ‘TO THE INTERESTS OF THE MiLITARY
Forces oF CANADA.

SUBSCRIPTIONS :

Canada and the United States. per annum.
vreat Briain, Ireland and Postal Union
COoUuNLIIes .. ovy tovecre st ceeacens 10s. 6d. stg.
single Copies...vvuuiniiinniniiieiiiiiinnenns 10 cents
Subscriptions are in every instance payable in ad-
vance, and the pubiishers request the tavor of prompt
remiteance,

Remittances should be made by post office order or
registered letter,

The date when the subscription expires is on the ad-
dress label of each paper, the change of which to a sub-
sequent date becomesa receipt for remittance. No other
receipt is sent unless requested.

Inimediate notice should be given of any delay or
faiure in the receipt of THE GAzZETTE.

All communications and remittances shounld be ad-
dressed to the editor, P. O. Box 2179, Montreal.

82,00

MONTREAL-TORONTO, MARCH 15, 1896.

OURSELVES.

MANY flattering letters have come to
Tue GazerTe since last issue from
all parts ot Canada, and a number of
officers who gave up the paper some years
ago because they did not think it properly
voiced the military sentiment have sent in
their subscriptions. Up to now nearly two
hundred names have been added to the
list, and the committee, who assumed
considerable obligations in taking over
the paper, feel very much encouraged.

We hope to still further merit the kind
words.  An enterprise such as THE
GAzETTE cannot attain the position as a
newspaper it aims at in the first, second
or for many succeeding issues. Our
friends should not overlook the fact that
besides adding four pages, the columns
have been widened, making the papér 623
pages larger than before.

POLITICAL INFLUENCE AGAIN,

Again political influence has been at
work in the affairs of the permanent corps.
Capt. Chinic has been stationed with No.
4 Company at Fredericton and Capt.
Fiset with No. 3at St. Johu’s. The former
for personal reasons wants to be near
Montreal, so does the latter, and he re-
fused to agree to an exchange.  Capt.
Chinic then got his political friends to
“work ” the Minister of Militia, who, in
turn, would mstruct the G.O.C. to order
the exchange. . Capt. Fiset’s friends in
politics brought what influence they could

to bear to prevent the exchange. Both
sides worried the Minister for a while, but
eventually the stronger “pull” of Capt.
Chinic’s friends won, and poor Capt.
Fiset has been ordered to Fredericton.
No claim was made that it was in the n-
terests of the service. Capt. Tiset is
married, and the removal means a serious
expense to him.

Sir Mackenzie Bowell was indignant
when it was suggested that politics inter-
fered in military affairs. We gave some
proof last week. This is another. We
will have more next issue. We intend
keeping at the question until military
affairs are lifted from the political arena.

MUST BE INVESTIGATED.

NSUBORDINATION and mutiny are
hard words, but they are the only
ones which properly describe the recent
trouble at St. John’s. Discipline and
obedience are as essential in a soldier as
a knowledge of drill. Nothing can justity
the refusal of the attached men to obey
orders, and they should be punished in a
way that will show clearly that disobedi-
ence under any circumstances will not be
tolerated. But if we insist upon implicit
obedience from the men we should see
that they are not imposed upon by those
in authority, as would seem to have been
the case at St. John’s.

It has for a long time been known to
all interested in Canadian military matters
that there is something radically wrong
with the management of the company at
St. John’s. This was clearly seen when
the corps joined the regiment at the Levis
camp in 1894. Maj.-Gen. Herbert was
very severe in his criticism.  He was told
that if the company had another adjutant
things would improve. The best man in
the permanent corps was sent there.
Things have not improved, so the fault
evidently does not lie with the adjutant.

We have in our possession letters from
men in the company who say that they
complained time and again, but that no
attention was paid to them, and Tue
Gazerte was about taking the matter up
when the trouble referred to in another
column brought affairs to a crisis.  While
the action of the men in refusing to obey
orders is very wrong, yet it must be said
that, owing to surrounding circumstances,
they have the sympathy of their comrades
in arms.  The offenders seem quite wil-
ling to undergo trial by court-martial, but

they object to the board being composed
of officers of the company.

The interests of the force demand a
tkoroughand searching enquiry, for we can-
not afford to allow a school of instruction
to be anything but a good example for
the rest of the force to follow.

WAR DEPARTMENT WAKING UP,

HILE recent cable despatches

show that immense sums of money
are being spent 1n the building up of the
navy, no reference is made to the volun-
teers. It is pleasing to note, however, that
Great Britain is not neglecting the back-
bone of her defence, as is shown by the
remarks of her Secretary of State for \War,
Lord Lansdowne, in his speech at the
annual distribution of prizes to the
Queen’s Westminster Volunteers a few
days ago. After speaking of the efficiency
of this particular regiment his Lord-
ship said that on this, the first occasion he
had bad since his return to the War Office
of meeting a large body of volunteers, he
wished to express the interest which he
felt towards all volunteer regiments, and
to congratulate them upon the great ad-
vance they had made in both official and
public opinion. He said that he was in-
formed on the best authority that never
before in efficiency and discipline had the
volunteers stood higher than now, and
that in all schemes of defence they had a
well-defined and honored position.  He
said that during the year 1895 20,000
more men attended brigade camps than
in any previous year, and the War Office
was inundated with applications to form
new corps. In the particular corps which
he was addressing he understood that 300
old volunteers had made applications of
that kind, and he believed that a large
number of cfticiently trained men were
ready to come back to the colors when-
ever their services might be required. He
did not believe that the volunteers could
have a better friend than the present
commander-in-chicf, lLord Wolseley, and
he might say the civilian heads of the
War Department were not behind him in
wishing to do everything possible to ad-
vance the ethciency of the volunteer force.
His Lordship further said that while he
did not wish to anticipate any statement
which was likely to be made in Parlia-
ment by-and-bye, he would like to say
that the Government was considering the
question of re-arming the volunteer corps,
and would not overlook the important
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question of new ranges, which wouid be
necessitated by the arming of the forces
with a weapon of the great range of the
.303 rifle.

‘These remarks of the Secretary of State
for War are considered the most import-
ant made in many years to the volunteer
force.  They show the great value the
new commander-in-chief places in the
volunteers, and that the Imperial Govern-
ment now considers them an important
factor in the scheme of defence of the
British Empire. In fact, suggestions for
their improvement are receiving quite as
much attention from the War Depart-
ment as suggestions for improvement in
the regular army or the navy.

FIVE-YEAR TERMS IN CANADA.

CONSTANT source of friction in

regiments is the question of pro-
motions. In nearly every large centre it
has come up. It led to much unpleasant-
ness and nearly broke up the Grenadiers
a few years ago. Now it is causing
trouble in the Queen’s Own Rifles. Some
steps will have to be taken to remedy the
grievance. It is not fair to junior officers
with ambitions that seniors should grow
grey in the service. At the same time
the C.O.’s deserve a great deal of sym-
pathy. They have for years worked hard,
sacrificed time and money for their corps.
It is but fair that the latter part of their
career should be in a position which it
was an honor for them to occupy.

There is but one way to overcome this.
The militia should be divided into numer-
ous two-regiment brigades. Iive years in
command of a regiment should be suffi-
cient for most officers. There are ex-
ceptional cases where an officer might
remain longer when the interests of the
service demand it.  When the five years
expire an officer should be promoted to
the command of the brigade, which he
might retain for another five. I'rom a
brigade he might be placed in charge of a
division. When he rises to the latter
command there is no reason why he
should not be given the rank of “colonel.”
Promotions might be more rapid than
once in five years by resignations or death.

Such a change will come eventually,
and the sooner the better for many corps.
It will aways ensure a steady supply of
fresh, young, encrgetic officers who have
a future to look forward to. At first pro-
motions would be made regardless of
qualifications. It would not be long be-

fore the interests of the militia would re-
quire that officers pass another examina-
tion to qualify them for the command of
a brigade or larger body.

A CYCLE CORPS,
MATTER that is engaging no little
attention at present is the sugges-

tion that has been made to form a mili-
tary bicycle club.  The formation of
such a club should by all means be en-
couraged. In Great Britain all the volun-
teer battalions have a regular cycle corps
attached, and they are drilled to act as
scouts and to carry despatches when
their battalions engage in mimic warfare.
They are an ever-increasing part of the
Old Country volunteers, and their services
are looked upon with so much favour that
many of the battalions provide wheels for
the members of the corps. Wheelmen in
this country are much more numerous
than in the oldland. There is no reason
why the wheelmen that belong to the dif-
ferent battalions in the larger centres
should not be formed into a cycling corps.
There is plenty of material to work upon.
If such a corps was formed it would act
asa drawing card to the several regiments,
as there are some young men who do not
join because they would rather ride their
wheel in the evening. Let the heads of
the regiments give the cycle corps every
encouragement and they will find that
the strength of their regiments will gradu-
ally increase.

Wheelmen by being in such a corps
would not only get exercise, but they
would also be tauvght the tactics con-
sequent on scout and despatch carrying
duties.

PROVISIONAL SCHOOLS.
HE provisional school for unquali-
fied officers, in Montreal, has com-
menced work and 1s largely attended by
those for whose convenience it was estab-
lished, as well as by older officers who
desire to qualify for field rank. Some
disappointment has been occasioned by
the announcement that the certificate to
be issued at the end of the course would
qualify the holder for the rank of licu-
tenant only. This, although it may not
ccme up to expectations, is uite as it
should be. A school with such limited
scope and accessories cannot give an
officer the education he would receive by
eye, as well as by ear, at one of the per-
manent establishments, where he would
witness the daily administration of disci-

pline and the disposal of priscners, be
present at court-martials and courts of
enquiry, see how companies are paid and
supplied with messing, and learn by per-
forming them and seeing them performed,
the numerous regimental duties which
are as important to a military unit as the
functions of its works are to a watch.
Indeed, for a temporary school to send
forth batch upon batch of semi-qualified
officers with certificates of final qualifica-
tion, would be a mistake and a calamity
to the force, and would be returning half
way to the old system of  military
schools,” which were good enough at
first, as far as mere drill was concerned,
but which, when the Imperial regiments
left the country and deprived them of
their vital force, soon became effete.

THE MEDICAL SERVICE.

HE condition of our medical staff re-
quires the earnest attention of the
Militia Department. Many of our sur-
geons are physically unfit for active ser-
vice and all are inefficiently equipped and
in no way prepared to fulfil the duties
which they would be called upon to per-
form in the ficld, or even in camp. Un-
fortunately, we of the combatant staff have
not in the past given them the support
they deserve. Time and again our atten-
tion has been drawn to the needs of this
most important department of the service,
and we have answered, * They are a nuis-
ance and want too much.” A late major-
general commanding actually made use of
such an expression when approached by
a senior medical officer who was urging
the necessity of better provision being
made for men who might meet with an
accident or be taken ill in camps of in-
struction.  Recently, when efforts were
made.to place the militia medical service
on a more substantial footing, some of the
high authorities objected very strongly to
any of the medical men getting promotion
to the higher ranks. The fact should not
be overlooked that these men have really
a much longer period of training to
qualify them for appointiment as surgeons
than any of the other officers with whom
they are associated.  In all parts of Can-
ada it takes from four to six years of hard
work before a man can pass the cxamina-
tions which will permit him to practise
surgery. It is quite true that in some
cases useless officers hold positions in the
militia medical service, as we will have
occasion to show in a future article, but
the surgeons can rest assured that they
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have the sympathy and support of a great
majority of the officers and men, and they
should continue to agitate for proper
equipment and the placing of their branch
of the service on a better footing.

THE FOUR DAYS PAY.

HERE is a good deal of anxiety among
T the officers of city corps over that four
days pay which Hon. M~ Foster said
he would recommend the Government to
grant. A few officers have given up hope of
vetting the extra amount and are feeling very
much discouraged, but we cannot believe
there isany reason for doubt. The Govera-
ment would not dare to refuse the pay. Mr.
Foster was given to understand that the
members of the militia force were not in a
mood to be trifled with. They had made
many sacrifices and expz:cted to make more.
They had spent their time and moaey in the
interests of the country, and to be treated as
differently as they were by the Minister of
Finance was more than their tempers would
stand.

Our experience on this question has done
good. The officers in the leading centres
are combining for their mutual interests.
Many of them are strong party men, but
they nearly all place the interests of the
mihtia above party, and the feeling is just
intense enough now for them to throw their
entire votes against Government candidates,
even though they may be personally favor.
able. In most large cen'res this would
mean certain defeat. In Toronto, for in-
stance, there are about 2,500 m litary votes.
Eich one of these can influsnce several
others. These votes are of even greater im-
portance, for a large p2rcentage of the ac-
tive workers in the political associations are
militia men.  Besides their votes their as-
sistance in a contest would be lost. They
demonstrated their power when they made
Surgeon Ryerson, of the Grenadiers, the
nominee of the convention, and then elected
him to the Local Legislature ; and a clever
representative he has made.

The Government will need their assis-
tance in Montreal. Leading officers have
been most active workers here, but in the
recent bye-election they refused to give any
assistance to either the Provincial or Do-
minion candidates, and they were both de-
feated. Local ward healers at that time
warned theGovernment that they had made
a great mistake and had estranged many of
their best friends.

Military men are in politics now where
they intend to stay,and one of the chief
aims of THE GAZETTE will be to more
thoroughly unite them from one end of Can-
ada to the other. We intend keeping the
agitation up until the force is put upon a
proper basis. This we trust will not be
long. None ot us have any personal ends to
serve, and when all good citizens under-

stand our wants we will have their hearty
sympathy. The time will come when a
politician who ofposes anything that is in
the best interests of the force will find him-
self very unpopular.

WHAT WILL THE COMMANDANT
DO ?

T IS rumored among those who take a
l deep interest in the welware of the Roval
M li:ary College that Sir Charles Tupper
will keep Major-Gen. Cameron at the head
of that institution.

We refuse to believe it possible. It is
true that he is closely related to Sir Charles,
but that gentleman is so thorou:hly inter-
ested in the progress of everything Canadian
that he would not allow anything that might
effect the good work the College should be
doing. No one is prouder than he of the
brilliant records the graduates have made
in the British service. How frequently has
he referred to it in his speeches here and at
home, when he pointed out what an ex-
cellent institution itis. We feel quite certan
that immediately he reads the report of
the commission, but especially the things
which were considered so bid that they
were submitted confidentiaily to the Gov-
ernment, he will strongly insist - that a
change be made at once.

This report was presented to Parliament
some weeks ago, and orlered to be printed.
As the printing could have been done in a
day or two, but has not, and no one seems
to kaow what has become of the original
copy, some peop'e are unkind enough to say
that the Government is endeivoring to delay
it. But of course, it is too honorable to do
anything that way. As a matter of fact, Sir
Charles Tupper took possession of it at once,
intending no doubt to take immediate action.
Everyone knows what a busy man he is. He
has not had time to read it. It isnow lock-
ed up in hisdesk. We are quite sure he is
not aware that nmulitary men all over the
country are anxious to learn its contents. If
he had the slightest hint to that effect we are
quite sure he wou'd give it out at once.

It might be well, however, for him to send
it to Major-General Cameron at Kingston.
It is quite evident that he 1s not aware that
the commission think his days of usefulness
in the College are gone. If he were, nothing
would induce h'm to remain at its head an-
other day; not even many times its mg-
gardly aannual stipend of $4,000 a year.
The stipend is of na importance. We feel
sorry for him. \When one ge:s up in years
it is very diffi:zult for one to see that he has
lost his hold on things in general. One feels
that he is still as clever as ever. In fact, he
thinks his long experience is much more
valuable than the molern ideas of young
enthusiasts. Unfortunately, the new genera-
tion insist on the new order of things.

TROUBLE AT ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL.

T. JOHN'S, March 11.—There 1s serious
S trouble at No. 3 Company R.R.C.L
School of Instruction, St. John’s, P.Q.
The immediate cause has been that attached
men were ordered to shovel snow, which they
refused to do, and the leiders were put under
arrest.  There are other causes which led
up to this,

It has always, until this present course,
been the custom to relieve all the rank and
file, attached, from the heavier part of the
fatigue duties, such as cleaning the barracks
square and shovelling snow, except as
punishment, and through this the trouble
has occurred.

On Saturday the orders of the day read,
for the attached men : Kit inspection at 11
a.m,, and guird mounting drill from 2 till 4
p-m., while Saturday after 1 p.m. has by
custom become a half-hol:day, which all the
permanent men expect as a right. At a
quarter to eleven the men had their kits all
cleaned and spread out for the command-
ing officer, Lieut.-Col. D'Orsennes, to in-
spect, when the order came that there would
be no inspection of kits, but that the attached
men would turn out for fatigue and shovel
snow. This they did, in the rain and slush,
and got wet to the skin, and the poor imi-
tation of serviceable top-boots which the
men have to pay $4.75 for on joining for
three months’ instruction, were soaked
through, and it is claimed were unfit to put
on and bad’'y shrunk in many cases until 1t
was impossible for the men to get them on at
all. An order was then given for the
attached to parade at 2 p.m. and shovel
snow again. Thc bugle sounded, but out-
side of the sergeants for duty not a man fell
in.

The captamn in command of the attached
rank and file appeared at each squad room
and gave the men two minutes to fall in, but
not aman stirred. He then reported to
Lieut.-Col. D'Orsennes, who immediately
ordered the bugler to sound the assembly,
when every man of the permanent corps and
also the attached men turned out. The
colonel ordered a man from each section of
the attached under arrest and put them in
the guard room, placing a charge against
them of the serious crime of mutiny, order-
g a court martial and marched the rest to
shovel snow till he dismissed them fifteen
minutes afterwards.

The men have been grumbling at having
been made to shovel snow every Sunday
morning but one since the course began

January 1st, also two or three times a week,
and this has usually been the work of the
permanent men ; in fact, on one occasion
the permanent men were detailed for drill,
while the short course men were set to work
shovelling snow. The men of the course
say they went to the school to improve
themselves in their drill and not to learn tn
shovel snow, and with the number of the
men in the company of the Royal Canadian
lufantry, there should be no reason for it.
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MUSKETRY.

CANADIAN MILITARY RIFLE
LEAGUE.

HIS circular has been sent to all inter-
ested. Officers and men everywhere
should make an effort to organize

teams. Even if they are not r.fle shos
themselves it is their duty to see that their
units have an opportunity of competing.
There were 125 teams entered last year :

MONTREAL, March g, 1896.
DEAR SIR,—I beg to say that the League
matches for 1896 will be fired on the 16th
and joth May, and the 13th and 27th Juae.

1t has been decided to continue the Snider
sertes for this season, but I hope that this
will be the last year that the Snider nfle will
be shot in the League matches. There will,
therefore, again be three separate series,
viz.: 1st, Martim, Martini-Metford, or Lee-
Metford (range 209, 520 and 6oo yards);
2nd, Snider (ranges 200, 400 and 500 yards);
3rd, Smder Carbine (ranges 200, 300 and
400 vards).

Teams to conzist of ten men. Entrance
fee, $10 per team ; but where more than one
team from the same organization enters, 10
for the first team, and $5 for each addituional
team.

Entries, accompinied by fees, must be
made to Capt. G. W. Cameron, treasurer,
P.0. Dox 267, Montreal, not later than
Aptil 15th, stating which series such entry
15 for.

Prize lists and score sheets and all neces-
sary information for conducting the matches
will be sent on receipt of entries.

The Department of Miliia and Defence
will issue free ammunition for these matches.

Arrangements' have been made with the
Canadian Pacific Telegraph Co. for tele-
graphing the results of matches, and the
charge for such service will be paid by the
League.

Immediately after eich match the team
number (if more thaa one team is compet-
ing), rifle and team total m st be telegraphed
to the secretary of the League (via C.P.R.
Telezraph Co.), for example, ** goth Batt.,
first team, Martini, 936" anda complete
list will at once be telegraphed to all morn-
ing newspapers (they will, of course, not be
ready in time for the evening papers of that
day) at the following points : Victoria and
Vancouver, B.C, Winnipeg, M in., London,
Toronto and Ottawa, Ont., Montreal and
Quebec, P Q, S'. John, N.B., and Halifax,
N 5., and the official score wi'l be published
in the next issue of THE CANADIAN MILI-
TARY GAZETTE, a copy of which will be sent
to each cap ain of team. Captains of teams
not telegraphing scores will be omitted from
the list and w.ll not receive THE MILITARY
GAZETTE with official scores.

There is no doubt that the action of the
Deparunent of M litia and Deenc 1 grant-

ing free ammunition to the League has
gretly improved the shnoting of the entire
force. The C uncil, theref)re, strong’'y urge
upon all commanding officers and presidents
of rifle associa‘ions that they should make
arrangements for at least one team entry
from each battilion to the League matches
for 1896.

I hope, therefore, that you will give this
matter your serinus considera'ion, and that
your battilion (association) will be repre-
sented this seison.

Your obed ent servant,
W. M. ANDREWS,
Capt. 6th Fus,, Sec CM.RL.

P.S. Should the person addressed not be
the secretary of this associat on this year,
he will confer a favor by forwarding to that
officer.  Score sheets and all necessary in-

formation for conducting the matches will be
sent on rece:pt of entries.

A MILITARY RESERVE.

HERE are persons who say that the
T mil tia has no raison d’etre, and that
consequently the expenditure on that
account is so much money was'ed ; who
scoff at our gallant crizen soldiers as well-
meaning but misguided enthusiasts, whose

vanity is largely resnonsible for th-ir d2vo-
tion to so'dier:ng. Such persons look upoa
patriotism as a form of bombaslic selfishness,
and upon patriots as self-seeking and noisy
nuisances. To all such the ou burst of patri-
otic utterances throughout the Empire must
have been a rude shock. There was no
mistaking the genuineness and reality of the
sentiment. From Australia, Canada and
the Cape came the message of fraternity
and federation, the unanimous resolve 10
stand by the E npire to the death. Yet how
are we in Canada to do so it our only force
—the militia—is starved and stuated? If
the mulitia is a necessity to cur ntional wel-
fare, so also is an increa:ed expenditure to
mike it efficient. Thut the Govern:nent
have annouanced they intend to make.
While the necessity for an efficient force
must be adnitted, would it not be well
to provide for a rainy day by creating a

.reserve that is aviilable quickly; that is. a

trained force, a tangible reserve? Under
our present law nominally every min who
is not in the active militia is in the reserve.
Provision is made in the Act for the ap-
poin'ment of a lieutenant-colonel and two
majors to each regimental reserve dis rict.
But the law 1s a dead-letter. If trouble
should come uoon us we should have im-
mediately available for service a few ci'y
batralions, and in a short time a considerable
numberof rural corps. After that,shouldmore
men be required we should have to send the
recruiting sergeant around, or put the bullot
clauses in operation. We have at the pre-
sent time no reserve that is really avai able,
and, what 1s worse, we have no idea of the
existence or whsreabouts of the young men
who are trained in the active militia each
year, and who, either through the completion
of their engagements or for other causes,
leave thecolors and disappear 1n private life.
There 1s reason to believe that the number
of men who, for the rea:ons mentioned,
leave the Queen’s Own yearly is about three
huadred, #ind a somewhat sma'ler number
from the Grenadiers and Highlanders. is it

not a waste, after the men hive given their
time, and the country its mney, to a'low
these trained and efficient s»ldiers 10 be
lost? Would it not be rather a mere
mat er of common sense to draft them into
areserve force of one or two batta'ions for
each corps? At that rate the Q ieev’s Own
would have a reserve in five years of fifteen
hun-ired trained men, and other regiments
in proportion, supposing the ter.n of re-
serve service to be made five years.
Or, after three years’ service in the active
mt'itia the soldier might pass two or three
years in a Arst reserve and tw) moreina
second. The officers wo ild be de.lt within
a similar manner. Besides having a tra ned
force always available 10 supplement the ac-
tive mi i"ia, good would be done bv keep ng
up an interest in the force among those who
have served the r country well and faithfully.
It would seem that such measures shuld
be taken to prevent the waste \of trained
and effi ient men by the cretion of a readily
available militia re-erve —Mail and Empire.

Ostend bids to rival Monte Carlo as a
fashicnable resort.  With its grand Kurnsal,
promenade and scenery, there are few more
delightful spo:s in Eirope. What strikes
a stranger is the immense display of * Odol”
in every chemist shop window. The Ger-
man army officers are great users of this
unique preparation, and they flock there 1
the seas~n. The druggists, kaowing this,
take care to keep it under their notice, and
thus stamp themselves as ca'erers for edu-
cated, high-class people.

Are You 1n
Business ?

Are you interested
directly or indirectly in
hardware and metals, gro-
ceries, dry goods, books
and stationery, printing or
publishing ? then it will
pay you to have one of
the papers issued by The
MacLean Publishing Co.
They are :

T Cavantax GrOCER, published weekly, $2.00 per year
Hakpwake axn Merar ' ' . .
“

Dry Goons REvikw montaly
PriINTER AND PUBLISHER . s “ “

BOOKSELLER ANO STATIONER ¢ o 1.0
T Minrvary Gazerre and any one of these papers
matled o one address $3.00 a year,  Address,

The MacLean Pub Co. Lu.

Board of Trade, Montreal,

26 Front St. W, Toronto

17 Victoria St., London, Eng.
Times Building, New York
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ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE
CLUB OF CANADA.

HE twelfth annual meet-
T ing of the Royal Milit-

ary College Club of Can-
ada took place on the 29th
of TFebruary at the Hotel
Frontenac, Kingston, Ont,
at which were present :

Lieut. Francis Joseph Dixon, U.L., president, Toronto,
ont; Capt. P. G. Twining, R.E., rvice-president, Kingston,
ont.; Capt. Ernest F. Wurtele, hon. see.-treas., Quebee,
Que.; Capt. F.o M. Gaudet, R.C.AL, member of Managing
( ommittes, Quebec, Que.; Major John Houliston,86th Batt.,
Three Rivers, Que.; Capt. J. B. Cochrane, UL, R.M.C.,
Kingston, Ont.; Capt. W. E. Cooke, R.C.A., Kingston, Ont.;
Capt. R. E. Kent, 14th Batt., Kingston, Ont.; Capt. G.. H.
Ogilvie, R.C.A., Kingston, Ont.; Cupt. A. G. G. Wurtele,
VL., RM.C., Kingston, Ont.: Licut. C..J. Armstrong, 5th
Batt., Moutreal, Que.: Licut. R.W. Brigstocke, U.L., St.
John, N.B.: Lieut. W. B, Carruthers, R. L., Kingston, Ont.;
Licut. L. Homfray Irving, R.1., Toronto, Ont.; Licut. A. K.
Kirkpatrick, U.L., Smith's Falls, Ont.: Lieut. G, B, Laidlaw,
UL, Victorin Road, Ont.; Lieut. R, W. Leonard, U.L.,
Beauharnois, Que. @ Licut. W, B. Leaslie, R.E., R.M.C..
Kingston, Ont.; Licut. F. St J. Maunsell, U. L., Frederieton,
N.B Lieut. W. H. Sullivan, U.L., Cornwall, Ont.: Sceomnd
Licut. B. HL O, Avmstrong, RUE, Aldesshor, FEng., Mr, Jas.
A. Gunn, Kingston, Ont.

After the adoption of the minutes of the
last annual meeting, the hon. secretary,
Capt. Ernest F. Wurtele, read his annual
report for the year 1893.

The report of the auditors was read by
Capt. F. M. Gaudet, R.C A,

A resolu'ton was passed congratulating
Capt. J. I. Lang, R.E., C.M.G., upon his in-
vestiture as a Companion of the Order of St.
M.chael and St. George for distingui:hed
service.

Reso'utionsof condo’ence with the fami'ies
of the late Mr. N. S. Ridout, S. L. Patter-
son, and P. J. Newman were pas ed.

The thanks of the club were passed and
tendered to Mr. W. A, H. Kerr, hon.
solic tor, in connection with his work on be-
half of the club.

An amendment to the by-laws was then
cariied.

Several letters were read from members
and re-olutions pas-ed connected with the
welfare of the members of the club.

The report of the Board of Visitors fcr
1895 was read and discussed at length and
an expression of opinion arrived at with
respect to the same.

An invitation was received from Major C.
W. Drury and officers of the Royal Canadian
Ar iidery, at Kingston, making the members
of the club honorary members of their mess
during their stay in town.

The af ernoon session was opened at 2.30
by Mr. Dixon, the president.

After the reading of correspondence and
a discuss on of the same, Lieuts. A. K.
Krrkpatrick and R W Leonard were elected
scrutineers and the election of officers for
1896 proceeded with, 1esulting as follows :

President, Lient. ffrancis Joseph Dixon, U4, Toronto,
resclected. Vieespresidents, Licat, A K. Kirkpatrick, UL,
Smiths Falls, Ont, and Capt. 1 G Twining, R E, Kings

Canadian Military Gazette Hotel Directory,

LONDON—TI{ E LANGHAM HOTEL, REGENT

St. and Portland Place, W., for the Army and Navy,
and families. This hotel is one of the finest in England.
every modern improvement ; moderate tariff.

MO:\‘TREAL—THI‘J ST. LAWRENCE HALL 18
centrally jocated and the most liberally numaged
hotel in Canada. Rates from $2.50 to $4 00 per day.
Henry Hogan, Proprictor.

ABERDEEN

The Leading Cigar

AUAN LINE RovAL MaiL STEAMSHIPS

From ) From From
Liverpool. Steamships. Portiand. Halifax.
12 Mayr. Numidian................ 2 Apr. 4 Apr.
26 Mar. Pavisian. .. ... ........... 16 Apr. 18 Apr.
9Apl.  Lawrentinn.............. 28 Apl. ———
From From From
Liverpool. Montreul. Quehee,
16 April  Mongolian......... . 2 May 2 May
23 April  Sardinian............. 9 May 10 May
3 April Numidian ... 16 May 16 May
7 May Paisian ... 23 May 24 May

RATES OF PASSAGE-CABIN.
%50 and upwards Single : $100 and upwands Retr-n.  Second
Cabin, %30 Single ; Return, 355.

All the staterooms are sitnated near the central part of
the ship, and are on the saloon deck. thus sccuring great
steadiness and perfect ventilation.  The steamers are fitted
throughout with the incandescent  electric light and are
heated by steam.  PFor freight, passage or further infor-
mation apply to

H. & A ALLAN, Montreal, Boston or Thiladelphia,

Military Books

Cavalry Drill, Vols. I, TI, HL....................... e B 20
Garrison Artillery Drill, Vols. Land 11, each .. ...... o 50
Field Artillery Drill, 1893.ceveeeriioioioiinnn ... 0 40
Queen’s Regulations, 18gs. e .. 065
Infantry Drilloo 0 o 4o
Manual Firing and Bayonet Excrcises, with the or-

der of Guard Mounting for the Canadian Mil... 2 20
Gordon's Company Dwille.ooo 0 50
Gordon's Baualion Drll ... o 63
Otter’s Guide, 1884 edition............... ... ... e 100
Macpherson's Military Law, ..., 1 oo
The Army Book........ ... . 2
Infintry Sword Exercise, 18a5.... e 0 4o
Manual for the Lee-Metford Rifle. o, o 20

T. C. ELLIOTI

459 Craig St. MONTREAL

Full assortment of Drill Books and Company and Regi-
mental Order Books always on hand.  Price Lists on ap-

MAY YE NE’ER
LACK A FREEN
IN A PINCH

You will not as long as
you can get

MITCHELL'S

Scotch Whiskey

Smooth, pleasant, old--a good
“freen” ae night and just as
pleasant in the morning — it's
pure.

LAPORTE, MARTIN & CIE.

72 8t. Peater St,, Montreal

alt!

It is sometimes necessary to come
to a standstill and consider the con-
dition of your health. . . .

KEEP YOURSELF IN CONDITION

As well as your accoutrements,

There is no better way than to take

\*

Johnston’s Fluid Beef 1t strengthens

English Army Blacking

Stands at the head of all the Blackings
made or imported into Canada

tst-—.\ beautiful Jet Black Polish.
2nd—Vor a Lasting Polish.
3rd-—For a Quick Shine.

4th -For its Leather-Preserving Qualities.
sth-—Ior the universal satisfaction it gives to the
Iiverybody that tries it always
speaks in the highest terms of its many good qualities.
It is the handsomest package and the best Blacking
Sold by all first-class dealers.

users of Blacking.

in the world.




16 THE CANADIAN MILITARY GAZETTE

ton, Ont., re-elected. Hon. secretary-treasurer, Capt.
Brnest F. Wurtele, Quebee, Que., re-elected.  Managing
Committee, G. M. C(andet, R.C.A., Quebee, Que,, re-elected:
Licut. J. 23, Hearn, U.L., Quebee, Que,, re-clected; Major G.
R. Hoower, 3rd Ficld Battery, Montreal, Que.: Licue. Jos.
B. deBoucherville, U.1., Montreal, (Que., and Licut. C..).
Armstrong, 5th Battalion. Montreal, Que.  Hon. solicitor,
Licut. W. A. H. Kerr, UL, Torouto, Ont., re-clected.

The following papers were presented and
will be printed in the Proceedings . ** Mem-
ories,” by Capt. P. E. Gray, Royal Artillery,

Kennedy and many others. G. H. Mumm
& Co.'s ex ra dry wis spec ally served ; vin-
tage, 1889. Same as now in consumption in
Canada. The same wine was also served at
a dinner to the Duke of Norfolk on his re.
tirement from London County Council,
January 29, 1896  Guzsts were: The Lord
Mayor ot London, Lieut.-Col. the Earl of
Denbigh and Desmnnd, S r Richard Web-
ster, the Earl of Onslow. Sir Hoarvace Farqu-
har, Bart.,, M.P., Sir F. Dixon Harland,

Officers and men of the militia wiil help
THE MILITARY GAZETTE very much If
they and their friends in making purchases
will give the preference to those firms
which advertise with us, They can help
us stlll furcher by recommending the
paper to any firms who sell goods that
are used by military men In every part
of Canada, either as military men or in

Plymouth, Eng;‘* A Subaltern’s Life in e€tc, etc.

their private capacity. tf.

the Northwest Mounted Police,” by Inspector
A. C. Macdonell, N.W.M.P., Moosomin,

N W.T.; “ The Modern System of Fire Dis-
cipline and Coast Defence,” by Capt. P. E.
Gray, Royal Artillery, Piymouth, Eng

In the evening the annual dinne: took
place in the Frontenac Hotel, at which some
4o were present. The club juests being :
Major-Gen. D R. Cameron, Commandant
R. M College; Lieu:.-Col. W. H. Cotton,
D.A.G.; Prof. Forshaw Day, R.M. College,
and Ba‘'t. Sergt.-Major Evaus, R. M. Col-
lege.

A very enjoyable evening was spent, and
a number of speeches made and songs sung.

The next annual meet ng will take place
in Mountreal.

At a complimentary banquel given to the
Right Hon L-rd Lamington, K.C.M.G,
Governor of Queen-land, at the Hotel
Metropole, London, January 21, 18906, the
chairman was Richt Hon. Joseph Chamber-

Stand
aisy !

The regular inspection
has taken place as usual,
and the examining offi-
cers have arrived at the
same conclusion as be-
fore, having decided
that no other cheese
can equal . .

lain, and the guest were: His Excellency
1he Italian Ambassador, General Sir Henry
Norman, Lord Ampthill, the Right Hon. the
Ear! of Selborne. Sir. E. Dawes, K.C M.G ,
the Right Ho. Geo. Cu-zon, M.P. Admiral

MacLaren’s Imperial Cheese

ORTHOPTICS
GlaSSGS Fitted to Suit

Any Eye
| N HARRISON & CO.
OPTICIANS

258 St. James St. - Montreal

LYMAN'S RIFLE SIGHTS,
Send for 96 Page Catalogue of

Sights and Fine Shooling Rifles.
WILLIAM LYMAN,
Middlefield, Conn.

;J.

Established 1852,

CHS. LAVALLEE

(Successor to A, Lavallee)

Musical
s [nStruments

REPAIRS of all kinds donc at short natice.

Ladies’ and Artists’ Violins made to ordor.

Always on haud a complete stock of Instrinnents on most reasonable conditions,
F. Besson’s Colebrated Band Instruments, of London, Eng., kept in stock.

Importer “of Fovery
Viriety of

36 St. Lambert Hill, MONTREAL

LOND-HAND UNIFORMS

At Reasonable Prices.

J. E. AUSTEN,

6 Shuter Street, - - - Toronto.



