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The London Temes of the 15, prublishes
an oflicial correspondence on tho sifiis of
Cenlral Asia.. Tt closes with the concession
on tho part ot the Russian Government
of the immediate pointin dispute, the boun:
dary line laid down by England being ac-
cepted, .

Itis reported that the European Govern-
ments are negotiuting with a view of
Jointly recognizing the Spanish Republie,

Families are leaving Maiird, 03 thers are
dsturbances in the city.

Me. Disracli, Lord Cairns and Gathorne
Hardy, members for Oxford University, will
meet the memters of the Houso for Dublin
to day, for the purposeof discussing and de-
termining the course to be pursued by the
Conservatives in relation to the University
Tests bill,

Robert Vane Agnew, Conservative candi
dates, has been elected to Parhament from
Wiglon, Agaew succeeds George Young,-a
Liberal, by whom he was defeated at the
last general electin Ly 12, in a poll of 8§48
votes, .

Tho Times s ;advices fiom Spaln to the
efloct that partizan agitation is beginning to
make itsell’ felt in the new Republic and
throughout the Iberian penmsala,

Portugal is arming, in anticipation of civil
comamotion.

The views of tha Federddists are cvery-
where in the ascendant,

The Spanish muls are several days over
due. '

The Zelegraph this morning (2{th Feb.)
has a special despatch from St. Petersburg,
which intimates that Count Schouvaloff will
shorlly repYace Count v.n Bruanow, Rus-
sian Ambassador al the Court of St. James.

A despatch to (he Telegrapk says that
Prince Gortschakoff is aboul to submit to
the Government of Groat Britain a proposal
for aspecial Anglo Russian commission to
settle the boundaries of A fizhanistm,

The Russian Govcinment his .dvices
warranting the aunouncement th tirn Kl

vees will shortly <a « fuy pewe,

A special despateh from Berlin to the
Times snys that tho Russian Government is
burrying forward lar¥e reinforcements to
Turkistan,

The Mu. co v Gaz-its Lints that the estab-
Tisbment of a neuteal Govrnmeut with Aff
ghanistau as theinterm ¥ 1te betsseen Great
Britain and Russia will accelerato ins{eal of

provent tho collision between theso poiwers,
which i3 apprehended,

The steamship G eciae from Liverprol for
Palermo, with forty hands on Loard, is sup-
posed to be lost,

‘The Conservative Associalions give a grand
Lanquet at Leeds on the 16th Apiil,

Sir Rowland Stephenson is acting as me:
diator belween the masters and men in
South Wales, for the sellling of thestrike,

The Dowlas Company yesterday extin-
guished fires in thoir furnace.

it is probabla that the coal miners in
North Wales will strike in a fortnight, if the
increase of wages they demand is not con-
ceded. o

The mining disuicts are quiet,

Count Von Beust, the Austrian Ambazsea-
dor, has returned to lus post at the Court of
St. James,

The mecting of Conservative lauless,
which was announced to take place cn &a
turday last, after a lenglhy sitting came toa
unanimous detcrmination to oppose the
Ministerial Education Bill. o course to
be pursued in carrying on the opposition
the Government was not delinitely decided
upon, -

The strike of South Wales miners wiil
probably be brought toan end by a com-
promise to day. It iy thought that six-
ty thousand of the miacrs will return to the
mines to-morrow. :

Rev. Thos. tiuthrie, the English author,is
dead,

The Archbishop of Paris has tendered the
hospitahty of his hothe, aud = fralernal wel-
come to the Rev, Mr. Mermillod, who was
recetly expelled from Switzerland,

The decision of the Commettee-of Thirty,
by their vote on Wednesday last, in favor of
craating a second Chamber of Assembly, has
led to n completo rupturo between tho pat

ios of the right and right contra.

The Spanish Republic'is « sourco of un
easines at Berlin. The Emperor now regrets
his false policy in FranceZand ie sorry he
did nol re establish Nrpolcon or stme other
monarch, and accept the p. yment ofaslight
indemnity, rather than let things take their
course. Ife rega.ds the Spanish L=publio
as & consequence of the French Kepubli,
and is uncertain where this desire forRRepulb.
lic will stop:

Excilement is Increasing, prrtienlarly
among the working men. ‘there is an ap*
prehiension of barricades appearing, and tho
red Republicans are urging extreme mea
sures,

‘The Carlists, in their operations and in
trigues, are very aclive, and the army is dis-
satisfied. Washington’s birthday reception
by the Amierican Minister, created a Repub
lican demonstratration.

Tho reactionionisls are exlravagaut in
their expressions of hostility to the Ameri-
can Minister, whom they regard as oflictiouzly
active in Spanish politics, .

Gen, Cordoba, Minister of War, presistsin
his determination to resign lis position in
the Cabinet.

The Radical anl Republican Derputics in
the N tonal Assemlly, atseparate meetings
held last night, resolved to appoints a com.
mittee, consisting of fwenty persons eachy,
who aro also to appoint sub commitices to
report 2 plan for the settlement of the min.
isterial crisis, o

It is now probable that the Ass2mbly will
not be dissolved. -

Theministerial crisislis terminated by the
election to-day of the following government
by the National Assembly: Figueras, for
President of the Council, recoivod 231 votes;
Casteler, Minister of Stales, 237; N. &l
meron, Minister of the Interior, 225; Acasta
Minister of War, 149; Oreiro, Minister of
Marine, 176: Teluan, Mimster of Finance.
169; Chao, Minister of Public Works, 172
Serna, Minister of Colonies, 173, After the
newly elected ministers had taken their
seats, Senor Figueras addressed tho Assem
bly.  Ho declared that theio would bo n»
chango whatever in the programmo.of thy
government,
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ON TUE BESU DETAT, FORMATION FUR
THE NEW INFANTKY TACIIS,
BY J I A MACDONAMD

Litate vant Cslonel Queen's Edinbuvgh, R
Irigade,

¢ “ontinued from Page §7.)

V.

Now, it is clear 1o demonstration. that al-

though it may be possible 10 teain troops

. to fight well, aven when thes have lost their
way and their commander, and 1o do so un
dsr any ofticer whom {hey may come across
after they have lost their own, that such
contingencies are not to be courted,
but to be nvoided if possible  The
sceidental, divergenco of two paris of a
itne from one another may make n more
dangerous gap, not easily filled up, and
golden opportunities may be lost by u cap-
tains's command getting thus out of hand
or Ly the support hyving gone after thé
wrong halfof a company that has fol broken
up. Nor can it be doubled that anything
which tends to cause rislc of men getting se
parated from thewrr known commander aught
to be avorded. [tisalyvays 10 Le assumed
as a genernl axiom, that men {ght Dest
alongside of their own comrades and under:
the command of their own officers, and that
officeis have most confidenco; When they
command their own myrn; nngd this is espe-
cially true of our Biitish' InTuntry, and is
likely lo Le trud also of our Infautry Re-
serve,

It should also be remembered that it is
not a wise thing so to distribute a captain’s
command that toattend toit properly hp
must go through excessive futigue. An
over-exertod msh—a msn who, tv use a
slung expression is ** pumped " —is, untl ho
has tecovered hinsell, nn ineflicient man
more ot less.
raduced value, mentally as well as pbysi-
cally. A pantingbieatbless man is neither
tit to observe, nor to give orders, nor {o ré-
ceive and carry out'orders, ss promptiv and
clearly as one who.is cilnr.  1f troops tight-
ing are so arranged that.the offio r in com-
mand cannot superintend them efficigntly
without over exertion, that is equivalent to
making it impossible for him to superintent
them efficiently at all.

Itis therefore most indubilably an ad-
vantage to reduce the extent af fpont each
captain hus to command if this can be done
without disadvantage otherwise ; and that it
can be done, not ouly without injury, but
really with advan nge in other respects, can
I think, be demnnstrated. Itis much better
to do this than to cairy out tho idea of
mounting cantains on horscback. This has
beon strongly urged by some, but there are
two reasons against it which mo umanswer.
able, First, 2 man on a horse 13 100 good a
target tobe placed in the tightingline ;° and
second, as tho tendency of modein fighting
necessa. ily is to seek cover, instead of open
ground, o captain would too often find his
norse.an encumbranco rather thun s help.
‘o mount captains would be 2 wrong remedy
for an evil that Yrequires to be cured, not
nursed.

There is another great sdvantage to be
derived fiom having the supports formed of
the same company as the skirmishers, and
that is, thatsupport or rejuforcement can
be brouglit up at any special point at which
s .

e Thiswas the opinion of all with whom I

npoke on thesubject at the Autumn Manoouvros i

He iy, for the time being, of”

it is required, without destroying tho tacti:
cal unity of parts, or providing supports
where it is not needed. At present skir
mishing drill is conducted far too much ns if
the whole line of skirmishers should always
be relieved or reinforced attlio snme time.
and this is dono by the battalion commander
;only, There could not be a worse agrange-
ment than this, It may often happen thal
it would be a most useful thing to send for-
ward fresh men to a very shorl portion of
llho fighting Jine,whero to do so0 to the whole
{line would bo most foolish, or perhaps even
dungerous.  And in sy enclozed country it
is beyond all question that the commanding
officer of a battalion cannot always judge for
his whole Liattalion when and where, and to
what extent. to order up supports. It is
very likely at most critical moments it may
be quite impossible for him to have ull his
men under his eye at once. ‘The
ofticer who is actually up with the
fighting line can best judge what is
the requirement of the moment as regards
suppoit or reinforcoment. In this view,
two great advantages are attained by mak-
ing the company supply its own support
and first reserve.  In the first place, the ac-
tual tighting front each captain has to look
after.is reduced 10 a reasonabla length, so
that he can attend to it efficiently ; and in
the second place, he can bring up fresh men
at s point in the 'ine'the instant ‘he finds
they are needed, swithout the other parts of
the L.ne being encumbered by supportwhich
they do not want, and which may be use
lessly exposed to fire. And moreovér, by
this arrangement, one captain tmight be able
to give efficient help to the captains on ei
ther sule of him. For example, a captain
who held a strip of plantation might bring
up his support into it, while his skirmishers
fired on the enemy iIn his immediate front,
his support posted at the cornets of the
wood might keep up a slauting tira upon
those opposed to. the skirmighers of the
company on their flank, so us to nd them
to get quickly and with little loss over the
-more open ground, and reacha hedge or any
other cover available, And acaptain might
often get the advantage of adouble lire, by
using his suppert, where the nature of
the ground would admit ofit, to lire over
tus skirmishers while they were moving
Such things ns these can always bo best done
on.the smsll scale.  Wherever anything is
to be done, not by a set word of command,
but Ly a direction conveyed and expluned,
so that it may be worked out, not formally
but intefligently, 1t is obvious that there is
less likelibood of failure if the unit to be
worked upon is small and compsct than if it
18 largo and siretched out, and also that the
command of the directly acting part of the
unit, and the part which may-be bronght in
aciively to assist, should be in one person.®
Another great advantage of such an arrange*
ment is, that a blunder is confined to a
smaller part of the fighting line, and there-
fore more eusily corrected. ‘There is much
less risk of that happening which under the
present system is hikely to happen, namely
that while a captain is looking after one part
of lis long line, anothier part has begun to
relire when it should not, because one man
in the line has chosen to draw back and
others have followed him,(I) which may
compel the captain to retire tho whole line
agains? his will, because by the time ho gets
to that part of the line the thing may be too

* This {s doudbly {ruo when tho toadoacy is to
cho.se ground which glves cover, rather than
opon ground.

I (1) 8eo Wellington Prize Fusay, p. 183,

far gone to bo corrected. 1fa captain had

the whole of his fightiug line within casy
reach ho could instanly control any wrong
movement by any part of it, which at pro*
sent it 18 quite impossible lo do. And if the
front of ench company be narrow, there is
less visk of a blunder made by one company
communicaling itself to othérs. The men
feeling themselves d-rectly under orier
and in the hands of their “oceptain, would
have less tendency to act gregariously in
mero imitation of those next them,

Further, 'the moral effect of tho support
nnu fitst reserve being of the same company
as the line of skirmishers in front of it, o n
scarcely be over estimated, both as regards
officers and men. On the men it wonld act
powerfully, encouraging those who were in
the front, and perh ps sometimes prevemt
ing demoralization. ‘T'he msn who would
skulle if those behind him does not know
him personally, might stay in the front
and lenrn courage, 1f he knuw that to fall
back he must run into the arms of his own
comrades. And the captain who was out
with the skirmishers would have the com
fortable feeling that his supporl and reseive
were his own, subject to his orders. and, ii
brought np to reinforce his line, would
bring not merely so many additional men
under somebody else’s command, but men
of his own, the daily companions of those in
front, bringing in-the immense moral force
of intimate sympathy, often worth a gnod
deul more than mere physical eflort. And
further, the oflicers and non‘commissioned
officers brought up to suppoit him would be
his own, not those of some other company,
or, as happens uuder the preseut system, of
a different corps quite unknown to lm.
The command would remain the same,
whereas at present it may be changed by
reinforsements owing to, the accide n:s of z¢
niority. Any change in the immediate com
mand of men who are fighting in the front
is a great evil; in Tact, one that it is scaicely
possible to over-estimate,

Theadoption ofthis principle would also
pave the way to the practic:l introduction of
au improvement which is now, I think, une
veraally approx el of, viz. the increase of the
number'of mien ina company.® There can-
not ben doubt that a large unit under one
commaad, if it can be arranged so as to
make it handy to work, is better than two
small units under different commands. Of
course as long as the smnll units are worked
in such a way as to make it difficult to com*
mand them efficiently, it would not be sufe
to increase.their size.  Uniil the system of
throwing out the whole 6f a captain's com
mand into a long single line next the enemy
is abandoned, companies must be ket
small. Batif each company is made to pro-
vide its own support and first veserve, then,
as a part of 1t to be extended in the first In-
stanco will only be a fraction, there ocau be
no oljection to increasing the size of the
working unit, to a certain extent.

The next principle for which 1 would
plead is, that the support and first reservo
together should be threo times us grext as
the original skirmishing line, ani that the
first ceservo belong to the company should
be equal in numbers to the skirmishing Jine
and the supporting line together. It is!
think, cv.dent, that slthough battles may
now be expected to be fougiht till near
their clreo by the pushing forward of
**gwarms of skirmishers,” tho fact that they
are pushed forward in that formation does
not imply that the actual fighting front will

® This mattor s forcibly traated of In Msurics
Weliington Prise Bssay.
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ha much more extarded than formerly, Itis
from front o rear.tathar than along tho front
that the actunl spronding out tulees plice.
Inthe new mode of battlo it is very much
the extant of lino thit ndvances on the eno

my, only it advances by driblots instead of
all at once.  Formensy, a whole line was 41—
ken forward at onco, hecanse it wis pussiblo
to do 8o without that amount of loss which
would make it ineflicient to complete the
engagement successfully. Tho risk of des-
truotion was not 5o groat as o countor

balance the advantages of having the force
in tho first line of atsack in a compact for

wation.  But now, this is no longer the case
and 80 it becomes necessary to push it for

ward bit by bit. And this being so, [ think it
cinnot be denied that as tho bits first ex

posed aresurein the first insance 10 suffor loss
from which the bits kept back escpe it isne-

© cessary to keep & very ample reserve, 80 as,
t 10 spite of loss, to be able to concentrato and

accumulate strength, and sirile hardor as
an engagement proceeds.  Bosides, it will
always boimpossible to prevent rsk of a
long fighting line opening out and leavin
g2ps. Men cannot creep through brakén
ground as straight as n “leit guide’ ean
march on two points, and even if they couid
the foatures of the ground itself may often
make opening out inevitable. If part of a
lino ot gkirmishers bas to le 1ve level ground
and fight over a hill or along & valley, it 1
evident that in doing 8o they must bs more
spread out than before, just proportinn ss
a_horizontal line through the base of the
hill, or across the top ot the valley,is shorter
than a line measured along the ground.
Therglore it isindispensable, if thera is 10
Lo any .protracted fighting in skirmishiog or
der, tbat independently of the general re
serves, the reserves available to those in ime
mediate charge of the Kighting line should
be ample ; and this is all the more so. as it
is just where thers are greay ‘ehanges of
level that thera is the'grentest need to se-
cure that the fighting line is too thin, and
the reinforcement brought up to it does not
exhaust its reserve. It is against men
crossing a hill or moving down a valldy that
the enemy’s fire will generally conyerge.
Further, by haying an ample company re
serve, as distinguished from general’ ro.
serves, it would bo much.more casy toover-
come a difficulty arising at one point in a
line than it is at present. The present sys-
tem is rather oo regimental in the mtters
of reserve, Itis shirmishing with ¢ reserve
rather thin with resc;ves. The reserve 13a
lurge body, kept together at one place,more
for a general relief than to meet temporary
und local exigencies. But under the “swarm
of skirmishers  system, where 1t must, e
evitably be tho case that captains will often
have te fight long upon their .own responsi-
hility, and bring up supports as needed,they
must not be.embarrassed by the knowledgs
that aftér they have brought up their sup
pot there js o he'p for them but u regi
mental feserve, which they cannot see, and
which might be quite unable to find or get
to them without great loss of timo, owing to
the cxpformation of the ground. ‘khe cup
tin must have u reserve whose duty it isto
stickto him, an integral part of bis own

* unit of command, & :eserve having a fixed

relation tc his part of
his part only.

Another principte which it is necessary
most carefilly to keep in view is, that Just
1 proportion as the deadliness of modern
liro-arms makes it necessary to practise fight-
ing in n less compact form than used to be
the case, 80 is it essential to make the detail
of the system or manccuvriug such, that a

the fighiting line, and

'hcticu) unit which is disarranged nnd 80pa-
ruted into fragments by the necessity of the
cage, shall be so sepirated, (It when it
comes logether agiin it mny bo ns nearly as
possible the snme tacticd unit as at the bo-
ginning, By this I mean that tho company
=hould, 1f possible, Lo so worked, that skir-
mishers supports and  first reserve, may,
when brought togather by supports or lirst
reserve getting info the fighting line, bo as
gearly us possible in the sune order ns that
" whi ol they originadly were. If tha fiunl
lecisive engigement is ever to be in line
tgdn. the hine wi'l vagy prob.bly be formed
by support anl reserve pushing to the front
when the enemy’s fire is wenkoued,and, by
flling up the spaces between skirmishers
making a line for the final wlvance, Now,
if by “the previous detail arrangement
this could be dme in such a way as that
each compny which had been divided into
skirmishers, “support and reserve, should
1guin fa Litself comple e, and protty nearly
in its old form, there can be no doubt that ;
this would bo much better than if the line
was made up, like an olle podrida, of men
of different companies, or even of men of the
same cnmpany but out of all order and with
0o tactical restoration ofunity atall. I do
not say thil auy system that ¢r>uld be de
vised would ansure this tactical restoration
being alwiys somplete.1 only urga that any.
thing which tends towards secu ing it sught
not to bo despised. ‘I'he Prussians seem to
hvo recognized the fmpor tance of this prit.
ciple, as, vather thin depart from it, they
viopt theoretically (/) an extruordinary, and
highly dangerous expedicnt to securs it.
As under their system n section, or rather
fraction is senl out from a compiny in the
tirst instance to skirmish, their pruposal js,
that in oider to preserva the original tactieal
form of the company uuit, when more men
aro sent np to the fighting jine, the section
that is in the front should ¢lose insullicient.
ly to allow the fresh men to come up in
Lheir proper company plice, nstend of mix-
ing with " the old company skirmishers, This
device is one so unpractical in itself, and
would in so muny cases be positively im
practicable, that its only value consists in its
being a strong indication how much import
ance isaltached to a restoration of thetical
unity, when the thin skirmishing lino Is be
ing thickened by reinforcement.(m) ‘I'he
Uermans are very glants as regards the sot:
Uement of principles, but sometimes display
the giant’s clumsiness in their devices for
working out principles in praciieal detail {0y
But the device proposed is worse than
clumisy and uanpractical, It is positively
dangerous,and i3 not usually 2 reinfordement
of the old line. 1t could not he carrreld out
I many cases withont unnecessary ex
posure of Loth skirmishers und reinforce-
ment. It would slacken the fire of the old
lime while they were closing 10, and would |
often result in the new Line being composed
of nlternate rows of fatigued mea and rows
of fresh men, & most unstisfuctory state
of things, us the new men must oither con
form to the old, or the ** Zus wmmeth g
(1s our German friends would say) of the

(8} 1 say *theoretcalls,” for though i §a sot
forth as umode ofaccom Hliing adherence to the
principle, 1t is scarcely ilblo'to bbllove-that it
could over have boen tricd,or thay triried: 1t could
have been found satisfactory., Some of thielr owvan
best authoritivs condemn it us tinpracticadlo,

{m) 1tlnlso affords a practieal illustration of
want I have already satd, viz. that the Prussian
avnz{-m ts, as regurds tactlead detadl, esseatiaily
crude.

(v} In proofoftl’s

s~¢ the diagrams 1n Tellen-
bach’s excetlent ¢ Preussteche Balllon’s

Bxer-

ziren,”

99
whole line would bo destroyed, Whereas
1 trua reinforcement bringing fresh men up

to the front,commingling with them,tends (o
give new life tothe whole line,
ment is not merely fresh strength to the
lino pnysieally, it is alsa fresh stronpth
marally,
spirited for u new effort if he can get ann.
ther to take stroke sand stroke
him. So a soldier will bo cheered into ra
newed energy by getting a fresh man an
either side of lim,
the new man on
vartclary if the new man on either sida re
places a dead or wounded enmeado.
over the old line hns the range nlready as-
certnined, and therefore can bo most use.
ful i helping the naw men who come up,
with information.
wforcoment brought up info the old line of
skirmishers1s practically a frosh sunply, of
ammunition to the whols line.
advantages aro set aside by the Prussian
propos.l that
bo kept together, the old
ducing their intervals so0 as to leave a sufii-
cient spaco for it.”
i order not to depart from the principle
which demands the
tical unit to us original form when recon
solidativn of the skirmishing battalion be
gins by reinforcement.
uot think they
of the‘f)rinciple. If no betler way can he
devise

ably right in sacrihicing many ndvantages of
detail in order 10 securo it.
be able to shorw,
matter
1doplion of a very simple expedient, all the
advantages
bo obtaived without any of the disadvant-
ages in detul which have been roferred to
above.

A reinforco-

A tired hammerman foels in-

about with
and this particularly jr
either sido of him. o

More

And last, not least, a ro-

All these

* the reinforcing party must

okirmishers ro.
And they are set aside
restoration of each tae.
In acting thus [ d»>
over estimate Lhe importance
of carrying it out, they are prob.
But I trust to
when the detail part of the
comes to bolconsidered,sthat by the

of adhering to the principle can

(Tu b2 contlnaed.)

- —————— .

Despatchies from India gnnounce a (or

rible disaster at Lahore, in the terrilory of
Scinde, the capital of Punjwub. An eirth
quake overtook the city so suddenly that
no escipe was possible.
says the report, the people rushod into the
streets from their houses, where they met
their deaths.
ever filthy streets, would afford but httle re
fuge to the territied inhabitants, while tho
high brick houses in their fail must hive
wrought frightful destruction.
of the cityis in ruins,
tbas five hundred lives havebeen lost. The
earthquake extonded over a lirge tract of
ciuatry, having been felt
miles distant from Lahore.
of about 50,000 inhabitants. 1s situated on
the banks of the Ravee,

enclosed in a douule ine
outer being about seven miles 1n circait. [t
has many large and splendid
the straets are narrow and filthy, and ex-
cessively crowded. The houses wero high
and built of brick.
extensive Mahommedan ruins, with the fing
tomb.of the Emperor Jehanguire, and the
garden of Shah Jehan.
Hindon temples,
the palace ot the Sikh sovereigns,

Ou the first alarm

The narrow and crowdel, and

A great pare,
and it is estimtod

in towns many
Libhore, a cuty

It is a walled city,
of defences, the

mosques, but

Around the city were

Here were also many
and a citadel contiining

Tuz RerreSExTATION OF Firesmine,—It is

rumoured that Sir Rabert Anstruther, Bavt.,

intends shortly to retire from
tation of Fifeshire in Parliament.

tho represen
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TCULONEL UAMLEY ON WaR®

cte cluet pocunaity of modern steategy,
as distinguslivd from that of ancient times,
will be learned for the first time by civilians
with wmuch swipuse, It appears that Drus
<t s teared up a new schiool of war, which
o workd s adopling, and that tho charac:
senstie of this nilitay education 1s that each
radiv idual combatant 't in lus degreo has his
unteligence culuvated, and 13 expected to
use it.  An essentially new element of great
tarce is thereby introduced into the military
«ystem.”  Tlus may scem to the civilian to
be an impediment to discipline, but the ro*
verse has been proved by exporience.
i iis Leing 8o, it may bo advi able that a
~mall catechism, founded on n book like
that of Colonel Hamley, should be put into
the hands ol every British soldier. It would
camuliarizo lim with the theory of warhke
opetattons,  The name of Thiers has been
Jdear to every French soldier sinco he pre:
sented Lo each a copy of his great historical
worlk., Why should not our milit.ry au
thotities in a similar way endeavor to throw
ke business ot war toevery man in the Brit
whamy?

Colonel Ilamley gives a listory of the de-
velopment both of strategy and tactics, or
m other wo:ds of campaigning and field
batties. s historieal retrospect is nol with
out its practical use ; for although modern
watfare differs widely from that of feudal
times, yet in proportion as railways are cut,
magazines captured, or communications in-
terrupted, an army is reduced proportionat:
cly to the condition of troops in the early
pottiuns of our history. Indeed physical
strength and coutage will always have their
weizht, both in «trategy and field battles.

The chief difliculty, bowever, of modern
campugning, is to secure supplies. For
want ot those Wellington had to retreat
from glonous Talavera back to Portugal,
Sherman's passage through Georgia, in 1864
does not, 1 Colonel llamley’s opinton, dis:
prove the necessity for an easy approach to
supplivs, 18 Sherman's movement was for
the sole and definite ohject of ravagiug the
cnemy’s terntory, and thus doprive lum of
s0 much of Ins stores, After supplies, good
roads rank next in importance. Co'onel
Hamley discusses this question ably and
succintly, as well as the transport of troops
by railway. Itis necessary to move laree
armies not on one, but on several pavalle
roads. If Napoleon the First’'s army had
mvaded Belgium by three roads instead of
one, 1t would have extended 43 mules, When
thus lengthened, a shght British force, by
enveloping tho head of the French column,
would have wflicted a series of crushing de-
feats before the rear could possibly arrive
on the scene of action. Arnnes, therefore,

must be advanced by parallel roads, and:

tnese should have good lateral communica-
tions with each other. The Colonel 1llus.
trates this doctrine in a clear and simple
manner by referenco to the French and Auvs:
trian marches in Itaty m 1859.

\While armies are advancing, they must
also be moving forward their magazines, es-
tablishing new ones along the route, and
Lkeeping communications open with their
base, Thesejobjects were thoroughly real-
1zed by the PYrussiuns m 1350 71—fisst, in
their conceniration on the lthiue about Bmn-

° The Operations of War, explained anad illus-
trated, 1ty kaward Bruce lannwey, Colonel in
tue Royal Artiilery, Lumpuuon of the Bath,
Knight ofthe Leglon of Honour and the Medjidie
commandant of the Stafl College. Third “odl-
ton, Wiillam Blackwood aud Sons, Edinburgh
und rondew. [

gen, Maintz, and Worms ; secondly, by the
eapture of French stores at Forbach and
Sanrgemunde ; thirdly, nt Metz ; and fourth
ly, at Urleans. ‘Tho author does not place
much confidenco in rmlway communications.
This opinion is evidently sound. Ho does
not. liowever, attach suflicient importance
to what 1s termed in nulitary pitlance, the
mtiative, or tho power of making tho ene
my follow your own movements. Can any
doubt bie ¢ ~r entertained of the valuo of
the first ble v, after what was found, in 1870,
to ensuo upon the delay of the LFrench
army on the wes! of tho Rhine ?

Tho power of concentration possessed by
tho aggressor is of incaleulable value. 'The
enemy are then in the same predicament in
which they would be if their wholo army
was moving on ono routo only. It ean be
besten in deta), while it will still be
afraid to concentrate, lest the first attack be
ouly a feint. Aggression along a hne of rail-
way is also tho best. This is not Colonel
Hawmley's opinion, but ho does not appear to
give its full valuo to an 1nitiative policy of
any kind. Of course the advance should be
slow and cautious, but having a tailway in
the rear of every foot of ground is of much
importance for bringing up supplies, while
the possession of tho lina will exclude the
enemy from its use unul they succeed in
forcing o retreat. A defensive policy also
leaves the general at the mercy of politi
cians, If heis ou the encmy's territory he
can wheel about as he pleases, but any
movement like n retreat on one’s own soil is
disastrous. ‘I'he Ewmperor of the French ex
perienced this in 1870, and was thus embar-
rassed in all his plans.

In the seventh chapter the author gives a
detailed account of the campaign of Metz
and Sedan, considered with reterence to the
views recently expounded in the treatise.es-
pecially those relating to the configuration
of frontiers, All the disasters of the cam’
paign referred to appear to be mainly owing
to the want of due preparation and the con.
sequent delay on tho part of the French,
‘The author, who is notof the boldest school
of writers (although every sentence pro
nounces him a brave man), censures severely
the conduct of Baziine nt Borny and Vion-
ville, 1t appears that themarshal laboured
under ** a misapprecization of the relation of
a fortress to an army in the field. Instead
of regarding it as a point of manccuvre to be
relinquished whenits relovancy ceases, he
treated it as hisactual base, In clinging to
Metz he acted liko one who, when the ship
is foundering lays hold of the anchor.”
Charles XII.. Alexander the Great, or Na-
poleon I, will usually succeed in war by rea
son of the celerity of his movements. A Ba*
zaine will alivays fuil, even with the best
strategic theory. Old generals, always ex
cepting Von Moltke. are rarely bniliant or
successful. ‘* Aclion, action, action,’’ 13 the
essence of oratory, according to the opmion
of the greatest of rhetoricians ** Action, ' at
all evenls, is the main essence of warfare,
Wooden walls may protect & nation long
enough, but wooden legs will certainly never
enable her to make an impression on 2
neighbor.

‘Tho author considers that the new frontier
line of France is eminently disadvantageous
to that country. She must therefore, he
thinks, fortify the line of the Meuse and al-
50 * form an entrenched camp, with bridges
connecting it on both sides ot the Moselle,
across the railway at Frouard, and with «
bridge head at the east bankof ithe Meur
the,”” with a basoe southward at Djon and
Besanaon,

Colonel

Tamley has thus considered tl.he,

futuro of Europe ag well as tho past. Iis
treatiso is, indoed, both elementary, ox:
haustive, rud practical, A civilish oan un-
derstand and appreciato most of it, while it
contains nt tho samo time nccounts of intri-
cato combinations, any of which might pass
for a Wellington Prizo 1ssay. In parvticalar
tho campaigns of Metz and Sedan and the
account of the Lnttle of Woarth will be read
with peculinr interest both by military men
and civilinns, The maps and plans are also-of
n simplo construction, and greatly facilitate
either n doep study or a pleasaut cursory
perusal of tho work.

P . R

T EstanrisuMeNt QuestioN.~—The con
mitteo appointed by the synod of the Unite:l
Prosbyterian Church, in May 1!, to walch
and to dofeat ‘¢ tho ntlempts of the friends
of the Estavblishments over the Kgdom te
prop up tho existinz system,"” have just is
sued a statement which may be reguded as
a manifesto of the body, and ano likely o
be followed by vigorous action. ]t sets
forth in detail the various arguments wrged
by the committe to justify the assertions
that the State Church system is- [. Un
scriptural; 2. Is injurious to the interests of
religion ; and 3. 1s oppnsed {o pohtic.l
equity.,  Among the closing passages is one
in which reference is mde to the proposed
abolition of patronagein the Church of Srot
Innd, and to schemes of comprehension wnl
Church reform in England.

Carraty Stenuisg, R. N.—The death o
this old naval officer is announced at the
ripo ago of 83 years. o had been ill for
some time, but possessed the full use of his
faculties till atfew days before his death,
when he was prostrated by a stroke of par-
alysis, from w hich he never rallied. Glen
tyan Indus trinl School was erecled mainly
tbrough his exertions and liberality. Cnp
tain Sterling took o prominent part in the
formation of the Xilbarchan Voluntcer
Corps, and to the last wns a liheral sub
soriber toitsfunds, Indeed, every good oh-
ject received from him a ready and generous
support, lle was twica married, and has
left a widow to mourn his loss.

Sax. oLt Apvice,—A conference ol the
miners delegates of Scotland was recently
held at Glasgow, at wuich & resolution was
passed expressing entire disapproval of the
line of policy pursued by the men of the
Wishaw, Motherwell, and Holylown dis
tricts, who have been offered 9s. a day, and
then struck for J0s. The meeting advised
t)hem to return to the work immediately at

3,

‘The Radical and‘ Republican deputies in
the National Assembly, at o separate meet
ing held last night, resolved to sppoint a
Comaitteo consisting of twenty persons each
who are also to appoint sub committee, to
report a plan for the settlement of the Min-
isterial crisis,

General Cordoba, Minister of War, per-
sists in his determination to vesign his posi-
tion in the Cabinet.

It is now probable that the Asseaibly will
not be dissolved.

REMITTANCES Reoceived on Sabseription to
TuE VOLUNTELR REvVICW up to Satundas,
tho 1s} inst,~—

RivastoN, Ont.—Ens, Henry Canly. ., v.ovs $200
WgiTny, "Ont. —Capt, Jaseph Y hito ... 10
N - T
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Afghan alliance is the sine qua non of suc-
cess, Naturally, England would take her

The following memoarandum on the - | Precrutions against us.  The English might

vision of India, presented to the Emperor

Nicholas at the time of the Crimean war, by |

(ieneral Duhamel, late Russian Envoy to the
Court of Teheran,my be intercsting to some
of our readers :—

“ When, towards the en'd of 1st contury,
the Emperor Iaul ordered an army (o be
concentrated -on our Eastern frontiers, preo
paratory to the invasion of India,the Indians
were greatly irritated by the measure, harm:
less as 1t then was,  Since that timoe English
Journalism has never ceased to discuss the
danger of a Russian invasion of India. Par-
liament, too, has more than once debated
the question. The present war being des*
tined to become ‘a war to the knife,’ it is
incumbent upon Russia to consider whether
she has the means to touch England in
India—the only point accessible to our arms
--or, at any rate, to force her to concentrate
an army inAsia,and thereby vme her action
in Europe. Iistory records that nearly
all  the conquerors of Iadia came
from Central Asia and Persia. The roads
chosen for this purpose by Alexander the
Great, Gengis Khan, Timur Ihan, Baber
Sultan, and Madir Shah are open to this day.
Whether proceeding from Persia or the
Oxug, all these roads converge upon Khor-
assan and Afghanistan ; Candaharand Cabul
are the doors of India. The roads at our
dispnsil ave these : —(l) I'rom Orenbur g to
the Ust Urt and Khiva, and further on to
Cabul by way of Mery, lTerat, and Candahar,
(2) From Orsk or Urenburg to Aralsk, Bok-
hiara, Balkh, Kulum, and Cabul. (3) I'rom
sk, or Troitsk to Aralsk, Ak Meshed,
Tashend, Khokan, Kulum, Bumian, and
Cabul. () From Astrakhan by sca to
Astrabad, and, further on, by Xadushan or
Shamid, to Meshed, Herat, Candahar, and
Cabul. (5) From Julfa, on the Araxes, to
Tabriz, Teheran, Meshed, lerat, Candahar,
and Cabul. The first three roads traverse
the whole breath of thesteppe. liven if we
would rely upon being assisted by the in-
habitants of Khiva and Bokhara, many
thousand of camels would be required to
carry provisions. 'The fourth and tifth roads
lia through regions which, nowhere entirely
barven, are in some place uncommonly fer-
tile and inhabited by sedentary tribes. They
neither encounter the insurmountable pas-
ses of the Hindu Kush nor the broad and
 deep stream of the Amu. If the neces-
sary number of transports can Dbe col-
lected in the Caspian, the Astrak-
han  Astrabad route is the meost con-
venient of all. Itisa short cut to the
east, and Astrabad being situated on the
Lorders of Khocassan, there remain only
1840 versts (about 1300 miles) to Cabul.
Perhaps infantry, artillery, and ammunition
might be sent by sea, the civalry and com:
misgariat trains marching from Transcauca-
sia (Tiflis) through DPersia.  To march
through Turkestan would be dangerous, the
Kbans aod people being sure to rise up
against us in our rear, attack our stragglers,
and menace our communicatlions ; to cross
“ersia is safe. A hall-civilized country, ut-
terly incapable of vesistance and bound to
vs by treatics, Persia can be easily kept in
check by our troops in the Trancaucasian
brovinces. No doubt diplomacy will suflice
10 make Persia grant us mig4zines, camels.
and the means of sure and sufe communi
®wtion. More (han this we do not want,
Were we to try and enlist Persian troops on
our gjde, the deadly enmity existing be.
tween them and the Afghans would deprive
13 of the assistance of the latter, Bub ap

land in the Gulf of Persia, occupy the Isle of
Karak or Bender-Bushir, and stir up the
South Persian tribes against the Shah.  Dut
all this would be of no avail,
guaranteed the integrity of the Persian ter-
ritory. and promised to help the Shah to re
cover Lagdad, Kerbelri and a portion of
Kurdistan, Persiv could probably be in
duced  to declare  war  against Turkey.
All this recommen-s the Persiin route as
by the most advantageous. From Affghani-
stan three roads iead to the Indus: —(1)From
Cabul to Jellalabad, Peshawar, and Attock.
(2) From Ghazua to Dera Ismaii Khan, (3)
From Candahar, by Quette and Dadur, to
Shikapur. The defiles crossed by these
roads can be easily defended; still, it is
worth notice that they can  be more easily
forced fromn the West to the Eist. The best,
shortest, and healthiest road is the first,
though the Engiish choze the third when in-
vading Affghanistan in 1830, At Attock the
invading army reaches the roud to Lahore
and Delhi, the principal objects of the attack.
Proceeding on this road, the army will stir
up the Mahomedan population and carry
rebellion into the very heart of the Lnglish
tervitory. Allured by the prospect of plan-
der and territorial aggrandisement, the
Attghans are likely to follow in our wake.
[fwe succe:d in ifiducing theSikhs likewise to
make common canse with us, all the bet-
ter ; if not, the Aff'shuns alone are enough
for our purpose. The negotiantion ot an
Affghan alliance eannot early enough be
taken in hand.  Allis gained if that can be
gained ; for not to conquer India, but only
to destroy or shake the English rule, must
be our obj:ct in invading the counwy. A
moderate force, just strong enough to form
the nucleus of a general insurrection, would
be suflicient to attain our end. In propor
tion as the enslaved nationalilies gather
round our standard, our troops might be re.
duced and the putives left to themselves.”

The above is dated June. 1851 two other
memoranda on the same subject, respectively
dated August, 1854, and April, 18355, likewise
said to have been presented to the Emper-
or Nicholas, have been published by the
Allgemeine Zeitung, I do not think it neces
sary to translate, as their authors ars not
given. Supposing these documents to be
authentic (says the Times Berlin correspond-
ent), they prove the Kmperor who ignored
them to have been a more discreet man than
the generals who drew them up._ Indeed,
to treat the march through Afghanistan and
the defiles, defended by English troops, with
the amusing brevity observable in the above
plan de campagne, can be accounted for only
by the disturbing inflnence the heat ofa
hostile period excrcised upon the imagina-
tion of the writer, Since then, the whole aspect
of things have changed. Oune portion of
Turkestan has been reduaced, the rest will
follow suit; and, what is equally important,
the Bolor and Kun Lum .ountains, thus
rendercd accessible to the nurthern con-
querors, have been proved, not a continuous
chain of insurmountable bhills, as they were
formietly belicved to be, but a group of se
arate ridges, broken through by practioabfe
valleys and pisses. Fourtunately for the
preservation of peace, the policy of the Rus-
sianGovernment has likewise becomesuch as
to prevent its generals from drawing up
memoranda like the above.

Tho FVossische Gazetic of to-day, a Liberal
organ, reviews the meniorial presented by
the Russian General Duhamel, to the St.

Patessburg Catinet in 1834, in which he ad-

.

If Russia’

vocated the adoption of the route through
Affghanistan as the shortest way to the In.
duz, Lahore, and Delhi, and that the Sikhs
and \fahomedany'should be roused to sevolt
and thezBritish power in India thus over.
thrown,

The same paper likewise points out the
spivit of Prince Gortschakoff's despatch to
Baren®Brunnow on the 20th November,1871,
in which he ayowed the pressure of the Na.
tionl sentiment. The Vossische concludes
Ly stating that it is easy to sce what Kug:
Lun-l would gain by & line of demarecation.

- —
*The Foderalist'pardes are pressing their
cluims with aggressive encrgy.

Senor Nicalas Salmerr, Minister of Justics,
will shortly presented to the Assembly a bill
for the abolition of capital punishment for all
offences whatever.

The Spanish Government is hurrying for-
ward reinforcements to the troops now
operating aguinst the Carlists in the north.
The insurgents continu: to burn railway
stations and bridges,

Letters from Madrid state that an Alphon-
sist rising is anticipated, to begin during
Carnival.  Great anxiety is felt among th~
peaceably dispnsed citizens at  the threaten:
ing aspect of uffairs.

The men composing the garrison of
Madrid are said to bein u couditian border:
ing on subordination. Many of the private
solliers absent themselves from their bir
racks nightly without leave.

Reports which are privately circuliled in
Madrid of the coadition of affairs in the Pro-
vinces are of a nature to increase rather than
allay the feeling of insecurity which prevails
atthe Capital.

In the Assembly yesterday, S.nors Caste-
lar, Minister of Kareign Affairs and Eche-
gary, Minister of Finance, made statements
with reference to the conditions of the Re-
public, tending to allay apprehension con-
cerning the movements of the Charlists and
the course or reactionary partizins.

The Ministry presented a proposal o apply
ten million reals from the war funl for the
purpose of improved small arms, They also
declared that the Government will punish
with proper severity all excesses on the
part of these who persist in insurrection viol-
ence.

The action at the Heights of Miravalles
between the royal forces and the Carlist
band under Ollos was one of the most se-
rious that has taken place since the break-
ing out of the insnrrection. The Carlists,
who numbered 1500, fought with stubbor-
ness, but were finally repulsed by the Gov:
ernment troops. Many ofthe Republicans
in the districts infested by the Carlists have
volunteered to assist in repelling the iusur
gents, and have been supplied with arms.

Advices from Honolulu to January 25th,
states that the King, in bhis inaugural ad:
dress, proposed important amendments to
the constitution. The first and most im-
portant is that the legislature be divided
into two district branches, nobles and repre*
sontatives. He also proposed free suffrage,
and that the Attorney General-of the King:
dom be no longer & member of tha Cabinet.
The Legislative Assembly adopted tnese
aniendments, and it now only remains for
the Legislature to ratify them next year.

The ¢ Commercial Advertiser '’ wishes
the King of Honolulu to visit the United
Stites to0 negotiates {reaty of veciprocity
with the Washington Government. :
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To CorrespoxprNts.—Letters addressed to
cither the Editor or Publisher, as well ag
Communications intended for publication,
must, invariably,be pre-paid. Correspon.
dents will also bear in mind that one end
of the envelope should be left open, and
in the corner the words ‘ Printer’s copy !’
written; and a two or five cent stamyp (ac-
cording Lo the weight of the communica-

tion) placed thereon will pay the postage

PR ————

The Accounts for Subseriptions to the
 Yolunteer Review” are now being
made out, and will be forwarded by
post to each subscriber, and after al-
lowing a reasonable time for settlement,
it not paid, the paper will be discon-
tinued and the Acconnts placed in Conrt
for collection.

Excraxp is likely to reap the fruits of the
policy of her Whig-Ruadical rulers in 1870,
when, through craven fear, they allowed
Prince GorTscHAKOFF to bully them out of a
surrender of the Treaty of Paris; and this
time she will be in the position France then
occupied—without an ally in Europe. Those
dearly beloved German relatives are about
to shew themselves in their true colours,

{and will probably try torealize oldBi.vcrer's

idea of ¢ London being a fine place to plun
der;” and itis within the compass of the
chapter of possibilities that gunpowder will
be the burnt between the parties before the
close of the current year.

The Broad Arrow in a most elaborate ar-
ticle, in the whose afruid style, puts this
matter very clearly, and simply confirms
what we have for some time been thoroughly
convinced of, that Prussia will try to use
England as she has used Austria, for the
purpose of securing her own position
in Europe, and then deal wilh her asshe
sees fit, It is not a good sign to find the
Berlin press indulging in sneering recom-
mendations to England to abandon India and
restore Gibraltar, nor is it conducive to the
maintenance of peaceful relations to find
theEnglish press, and noticeably the military
journals, indulging in fierce reciimination
and almost defiance,

Broad Airow significantly says ¢ there is
n smell of gunpowder in the air,”’ and that
Prussia is playing the present game for the
purpose of helping Russia. That the former
power i8 capable of any amount of deceit
is beyond doubt, and it hardly admits of a
question as to the craven-hearted gullibility
of the Whig-Radicals, How beautifully their
dear German friends sold them during the
Franco Prussian contest may be gathered
from what our centemporary says in refer-
ence Lo German feeling towards England :

 The matter, indeed, is rendered more
important by a significant fact. of which no
notice has yet been taken. All through the
French difficulty,up to the close of last year,
a carefully-compiled official paper, intended
for the use of English newspapers,and trans.
lated for us, was regularly despatched from
Berlin, 50 anxious were the Germans to put
us right on political and military matters.
The paper is now stopped. The work is
done, and our good opinion is valued at a
finger-snap, We cannot tolerate the valua-
tion, as we have tolerated other things,”

. This may Le taken as Act [st in the poli -
tical drama or tragedy about being played,
The objectsof Prussia are and have been
always apparent : it is to muke herself the
arbitress of Europe, England stands in the
way of that ambition, and must be circum-
vented or beaten. For this purpose it will be
neceassary to call in the aid of Russia. E stern
domination is her game. ‘The writer in
the British Quarterly Revicw clearly demon-
strates thau fact, ns well as the political and
strategical blunder committed in the at-
temp to revive the Byzantime Emyire in
1854-55:  He says that will not be again

1 (Baden),

attcmpted; but with Central Asia and India,
Russia would find full compensation for any
check in Europe,such as has already been en-
countered, and there is no good reason why
it should be repeated. With the Ger-
manEmperor as an ally—France beaten into
dust—England would stand alone to face the
united forces of both; and as the Whig
Radicals and shopkeepers are mortally afraid
of the United States,we shall probably have
theYankees blowing on (he same side. That
some such complication is imminent our
contemporary admits :—

“ There ave rumours of an alliince, under
certain conditions, between Germany and
Russia, and a lure has been held ouf to us
that were Great Britain to join in the leaguo
we might sway the destinies of the world
between us. Such an alliance has no fascis -
ations for us., We are content to remain
as we are, and to hold what we have. Our
power to hold remains to be tested, but it is
vot to be shaken by circumlocuitously in-
spired articles in the German press. (iop-
many, thank God, is not yet Europe, and we
helped to finish the last would-be divider of
the world at Waterloo. It may yet bLe our
painful duty to quench a little amiition in
a similar manner, We know not what m-y
be in store for us, but we shall keep a soun:
heart, and stand firmly in our shoes whit-
ever may happen.

It is very evident that England will L.ae
to meet the next coalition single handed,
and that Germany is preparing for eventual-
ities in which the contingency of a contest
with her holds the first place. What those
preparations are may be gathered from the
following :

 His Excellency Prince Bismarck, exer
cising his function as Chancellor of the
Empire, has submitted a proposition to the
German Federal Council for the appropria.
tion of 9,000,000 thalers each for the erection
and improvement of fortifications atCologne,
Keonigsberg, Wilbelmshven, Kiel, and
Posen.

*The German Fremier jecommends, in
other words, an expenditure of $35,000,000
for the defence of the coast against the fu
ture assault of any powerful naval enemy or
of the fleet of its allies.

“The subject of an alteration of the
strategic line of defence ot the German Em.
pire has engaged the anxious attention of
Lmperor William's Mini-ters and of the Ger-
man Parliament since the close of the war
with France. The conquest which Germany
reaped from the great struggle in a large
addn}on of new soil has, indeed, rendered u
frontier line of topographical and military
engineering rectification absolutely necces-
sary at the War Office in Berlin. The sub.
Jject has not been neglected. Tho Commit-
tee of Fortification of the Empire of Ger~
many decided a few weeks since on the
measures to be adopted for carying out o
new system of national defence. The main
features of the report are as follows :—

¢ The following fortresses are to be sup-
pressed at an early moment:— Rastadt
d 1 Minden (Westphaliny, Erfuri
(Thyringen). Wittemberg (Saxony), Stettin
and Colberg(Pomerania),Graudenz (Eastern
Prussta),and Neisse and Cosel (Silesia). The
works will not Le dewolished immediately,
but the committee will no longer maintain
these Icealities as fortitied towns. The cases
of Neif Brisach, Wurzburg-Custrin  and
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Boyen (Eastern Prussin) romain under
consideration, Schlesladt, Litchenberg, Lut.
aelstein, Matanl, Phasburg, Bitche and
Dredden will Lo supprosssed as forlified
towns immediately.  Tho places which are
to Vo transfornied according o the now sys.
temof fortifications are:—Metz, Diedonhofen,
Strasburg, Vieux-Biisach, Mayence, Calogne,
Wesel, G'ogau, Thorn, Posen and Konigs.
berg, Bramberg, hitherto an opan town will
become a fortress,  The works for the ug-
grandizement of Melz and Strasburg are
already commenced, those of Mayenco will
only ba undertaken in {he spring of the
present year. As will be seen by tho above
indieations, the plan of deience is concen.
trated on the Western and Bistern frontier,
nnd on the coast of the Buliic and North
Seas,  The Ministry will not ask for any
supplementary credit for the works of for

tification, the present funds being sufficient
for those commenced. At Mayence the ox-
pense will be provisionally met by the sale
of ground. The cost of twenty seven new
lield batterios will Le covered by the ordi
nary budget,

‘It is snnounced that the Prussian gov
ernment has definitely decided vpon the
construction of a canal which is to connect
together the North Sea aud the Baltic,
Plans of tho works required bave been al.
ready drawn up,and a commission composed

of Germun engineers and superior officers

appoirted 1o examine the plans on the spot,
80 as to make whatalterations might he re-
quired. ‘The members of the commission
ire expected at Kiel. Russia, it has been al.
leged, regards the project with considerable
Jjealousy, a8 a means by which Prussian in.
fluence may bo oxtended to the north of
Europe. Evidently Kiel, which is the head-
quarters of the Imperial German fleet, is de.
signed to assume great importance.”

Forewarned is forearmed; and if Eugland is
caught napping, the shopkeepers that have
brought her into cotitempt deserve to have
their profits lightened !

]

Tne abdicition of King AMapers was no
matter of suprise to those who knew any-
thing of the fuctions at the Spmish capital.
It is quite probably the outcrop of those
trigues which wi'l help to make Germany
the arbitress of Europe, and the leaders
of the Republicn puty will be used as the
tools of the despot.

Complications Likely to embarras<Engl ind
may soon arise out of this change of Gov r)
tnent in Spain. The Republican purty there
are in favor of a consohidation of the politj-
cal power of the Iberian peninsulu, The an
nexation of Portugal will, therefore, Le
attempted ; and in order to
siong British squadron is ready in the
Tagus. The reclamation of Gibraltar is ano-
ther article of the political creed of those
people ;and a good opportunity would be
atforded for Russia to  forward her own
schemes by another impertinent messnge to
Earl GraxviLLe, while the “man of blood
and ivon"
» fine chance is afforded for the illustration
of tho doctrines of tho peace-at-any.
price party, and itwould bea pity to lose
i,

The Indifferonce displayed by the Spanish

preveat tlus g »

stunds by as arbitrer | Altogether ;

people at ths abdiontion of thoir ItalianSov.
reign proves that he never occupied any very
prominent position in theic esteem,whileiit is
also evident that their natural character is
notexcitable,seemnyg thit they have accepted
tho situition as an ordinary oceurrence ;
and at the Liest accounts the peace of the
capital or country had not been disturbed,
What a splendid chauco it affords the astute

,pcople of thefr lnnds:r lo~l.‘n;‘co thon;

’nnl

to for
swear nllegitnes to the British Crown,

ho mtter wns brought up in the Britigh
Columbin Parlfament on tho 10th ultimo ;
an hon. member moveq () st tho Action: of
the United States authoritios -0 this respect
be brought to the nofice of the Daminion
Govornment. The Promior (Mr, DoCosmns)
stated that this had nlready been done,
¢ n memorial forwarded 1o Qttawn to be
transmitted thence to Englaud. The Hiitish

German Chancollor and ks Russian  col* ; Columbinns, the next neighbors of the
leagusstoout-mancuvre thoonly power that | San Juan islan Jers, are nmiturally somewhae

stands  betwoen them nnd
Spain could be bought with the promise of
Portugal and cession of Gibraltar,

anything else,” ;interestediin the promses.
)

This is what Cunada has reaped from tho

while the statesmanship of the Whig-Radicals on-l the

Troaty of Wushington would become waste | Manchester philosophors |

paporon the bait Leing held out that the
Yankees might acquire Cuba, The opportu.
nity is too templing 1o be allowed (o pass
awiy without some steps being taken.

If it endded in abrogating the Washington
Treaty, we might possibly benefit thereby,
especiliy i it would lead to (ho revisal
of that ininuitous dGecision of the Kuisor s ro.
specting thelzland of SwnJuan,Theresidents
on thatisland areina peculiar position,if the
follow™ny extract from an oxchinge is cor.
vecl:—

“The British settlers on San Juan and
adjacent islands until recantly jointly occu.
pied by tho governwments of Grent Britain
and the Urited States, but now in tl.e undis
puted possession of the latter, haye been
oflicially notitied that unless they take the
oath of allegiance to the Uniteq States by a
given time, their property will be liable to
be junped by any American citizens whose
covetous desires might prompt them to do
80. The following is a copy of a notice, posted
by authority in various conspicuous places
on theisland in question ; » By virtue of a
tolegram dated Olympia, W. I, Des, 25th,
1372, Public notice is hereby given, that
all British settle.s on the late disputed
island, who wish 1o become Ameri
can citizens, in order (o prevent trouble
about their lund cliims, are requested to
meet the Clerk of the District Court of
Washington Territory, on Monday, January
6th, 1873, ut W. I, ’ ‘aylor's, San Juan town,
where the Clerke will administer the Qath
ot Allegiance, W. I, Taylor, acting N .R..N,
B.—Persons wishing 10 have thejr Natural-
ization Papers made out in proper form
can apply to lhoms G, Murpby, San
Juan lown.,” Lo Britis) Columbis pa
pers express some doubt as to the autheq.
ticity ol this notice. They cun scarcely
believe that the United States authorities
would attempt to employ uny such shurp
bracuice as chae referred 1o, to compel Brig
tolt ¢ettlers on tho lute disputed 1slunds
lorswear their ullegiance to their native lan
orran therisk o farfenting theirhomesfeads,
Ihere me on thuse islands upwards of .ons
hundred such seltlers, not including
thew tamilies, sonzo of whom have®heen on
their lauds for the pist Wwelve or fourteen
years, huve mude o teusive improvements
upon them, and all m gond faith, bLelieving
that the territory belonged o Britain, that
tho rights they hud acquired ta their lands
were svcure, and that they wouly be pro
tected in the peaceful enjryment of them.
The adverse decision given by the Emperor
of Germiny to Briwin's cliim to the sove:
reiguty of the islands 1n question, would
scarcely under the circumstances justify the
American Government jn employing any
uarbitrary means cither (o dispossess thoss

Tue London Tins, in itg great anxicty to
provide for the tuture welfare of Buitish
North Ameiica, h 8 been a steady advoeale
of aunexation to the United Slates, As a
good many sentimental Republicins look on
the eonstitutional regime of thit country ng
the most perfect in the worlid, wea would
recommeond to their ciwreful consideration
the peculiar plse of political morality a
purs Republic offers.

The Vices President of the United States,

who is also President of the Sennte,haa been
convicted of trking bribes of so Jow a value
as $1200, an 1 he is not alone; other mem-.
bers of thit illustrious boly are churged
with the same crime, and a conmitice of
the [louse of Representatives havo advised
the expulsion of two. Oye of those is Amss
from Al:lssnclnusscls, Besy Bucner's son-ine
law,

If the Zimes and the clique it represents
are enamored of the politictl institutions of
Yankeedom, they are perlectly welcome 1o
their love—they are not adwired in Cinada,
the following from a Monireal jowmal is
about the true position of affairs ;

“ Our Republican neighbor's
the line now find it necassiry to keep up
8 standing army of 30,000 men, and
the various appointments and stations
for it have just been arranged for the yeur.
Formerly one of the blessings enumerated
as accruing from aliepublicap!orm ofgovern:
ment was the non-necessity of keeping u
such costly institutions, the militia and
volunteer forces being depanded on to de.
fend the commonwealth in cae of danger.
Experience, however, shews that this. fine
theory will not bear to be put in practice. [t
is to be obseryed_that, the, United States
Arary is not kept up tizrough apprehension
of foreign invasion, but as a precaution
against outbreaks, the union of tha States
being nolonger a voluntary one, and Repuo-
lics not seeming to enjoy an immumty from
tntestine discord any more than monarchies
or empires. Thuse reflections seem to haye
struck the New Yerk Heralde, and looking
round at Canada it finds the latter has many
blessings that theAmerican Republic wants,
No standing Army Or navy ; taxes 80 small ag
not to be worth speaking about; a moderate
revenue tariff; murderers and other crimi*
nals punished ; judges incorruplible ; chesp
legislation and a public opinion that frowns
upon corruption—such are a few of tho ad-,
vaiitages conceded to Canada by our New

across

York contemporary, which altows that with-

.out an ary we are just as safe as though we
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had tho forces of Russia,  Like the genius
who sot out to convart nnother to his viows
and eamo back converted himself, so the
Now York Herald, which has been trying
to make Canadians believe in annexation to
the United States, inay have got somo con-
victions on the superior ndvantnges of tho
annoxation of the United States to the Dom:-
inion of Cannda. ‘There is no doubt wo
would all be giad to welcomo back n long-
estranged brother to the family circle. The
Dominion would extend him heravms iu a
loving embrace.  Porhaps tho Herald will
ponder this.— IFilness.
RS AR

‘Tne following extract from n Canadian
Jourunl is recommended to the careful con-
sidoration of the London Times,the disciples
of tho Manchester.School,.the Whig radicals
and tho people of England, aud when the
shunderer next takes up the roll of confiden-
tial political adviser of Canada, it would be
Just as well to remember that her people aie
better judges of what is ged for themselves
and for the people of Great Biitain, than the
sages of Printing 1fouse Squre.

«Pew of Canadians even reahize the great-
ness of our Dominienas a maritime power,
and it astonishes also those generally well
informed to read such statist’es ne the follow
ing from that groat authority the London
Times, inwhich it is stated that tho tonnoge
of the United States' vessels antering ports
of Great Biitain and Trland during the yeur
was 381,512, while the tonnnge o the snme
nationality outwards was 463,047 ~total,846,-
539 tons. ‘The tonnage mwards of vessels
from British North Americais in tho same
paragraph given at 1,200,753, Tho tonnage
outwards is notstated, but wo mny safely
place it at thesame figure as the tonnage in-
wards, and thus wehave n tol_ul tonnage of
British North American shipping 012,591,566
or, in otber words, the Canadian was nearly
three times greater thap the Ameiiean
tonnage. ) .

Three years ago Canada was the third
marilime power of the voyld, being oxceed.
ol only by great Great Britain aud the
United States, the latter power being ahead
500,000 tons. The Cunadinns have thus
progressed rapidly while tho I'nited States,
have rather retrograded, Cunwda has gained
s0 rapidly that she will scon rank second
only to the grand old mother land. Although
but a young nation she outstrips the mari-
timo nations of Lurope, such as France,
Germany, Spain, Italy and Uolland, If for
nothing more than our maritime strength,
our connexion'with Biitain should be highly
valued at home, ns our 90,000 havdy seamen
would form a wall of defence not casily
oyercome by England’s foes.”

MitiTary organisers are subject to the de-
lusions of all speculative philosophers, and
frequently mistake theoretical deduclions
drawn from premises as illusive asthe base-
fess fabric of n *f vision,” for axioms about
the application of which practically, theve
can be no manner of question. Piominent
amongst  those crazes i3 that of mount:
ed rifleanen, a forea held (o e peculiarly
applicable to the altered  conditions
of médern wavfare—and hke the Prussinn
examples, about which militay men ag well
48 qjhieys appears tg have gone mad; the
example ang pregadent cited is thie jate con

EEPI

1 s6 devoid of natural obstacles as to make

test in tho Uniled States, n war, by tho way, |
waged under specially exceptional circum-
stances, s fav-as the contending parlies was
.concerned, ind in no novelty moro slriking}
than tho organisation of the forco known ns !
movnfed infuntry, from which tho ilen ol
mounted rifleimen has Leen dérived  UOne’
of our gallant correspondents ¢ Rogal Pra-'
goon,” inn late communication, in which he’
has disposed of some extraordinwy theovies
respecting cavalry, deparibes the nondes
eript force organized by the Federal Avmy,
ns being # orgainzed solely for the purposes
of rotredting,” and we are of opinion that'
any man who could understund the peeu'iar |
functions of cavalr: soldiers would st once
decido that without his good steed, the dra-
goon, uhlan, hussar, or light horsemn wag
in a great measure uscless

We are not aware that tho cavaliy fuice
in modern days was even expect ' ta be
brought under the fire of the unsusken in
fantry areay. Up to the introduction of
bacech-lvading rifles, their business was to
charge broken infantry, to complete a vic
tory by dispersing a reticating foe, 1o cut
off supplies, provilde iutelligence, and do
other connecting dutivs for which they are
yet as available as ever, with this difference
that they cannot now be openly pushed as
near the liostile line as in former days, and.
consequently it will be all the more neces-
sary when they are enabled to act, to have
their horses capable of advancing at charg
ing speed, which is n feat that could not be

_performed by mounted riflemen. It mast
beo remembered that during the civil war in
the States, dreech loaders were not used, nor
was the rahge of weapons anything like that
in the hands of good troops at the present
day.

Iroud Arrow of Sth inst. contains the fol
lowing paragraph which throwsa flood of
light on the wear and tear of animal po-
wer on the occaeion which furnishes the sole
precedent on which the idea of such an
anoinaly is based,and it has not one feature
to recommend it, the proposition for * low
backed cars '’ would be a decided improve
ment, ridiculous as it iz, and, although it
might not be “inevitable " in every Lurop:
ean campaign to compel the substitute for
a cavalry force (o go *“ straight across coun
try,” there is no other tervitory in the world

those vehicles a possibility. Would it not
be an improvement in those days of &ren- |
clads to q.mke each car bullet proof, ana put
breast plates as well as head pieces on the
hrrses. The wheels could Le armed with
soythes and to make all comfortable there

should be in each car ¢ ufeather bed l‘or'
every man,”’ bat the extract is as follows:

¢ Apropos of the employment of Mounted
Riflmen, a correspondent calls our atlention
to an objection whish le thinks is very gen
erally overlooked. to wit, theenormous wear
and toar of horses thusinvolved, In thore

ports of the Quaytermastor General's Dapart. ‘
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ment of the Uniled States Army, it is a3
serted that in nctive field operations of iho
kiud referred to, it was found neccessary to
remount every oflicer and man once in jfour
months, In the Army of the Potomno nlone,
in tho year 1363, tho mnumber of cavalry
horses placed kors de combat was 35,078 or
24 horses killad or ruined for every mounted
mun of the force within a spaco of lwelvo
monlhs. Ourcorrespondent does noldisFulc
tho value of a corps of Mounted Xifla-

men uunder certnin circumstances; but
ho observes that  tho presenco ol
tho horses under fio I8 objectionnblle;

the real object of mounting hodies of rilla,
wien is toinereaso their mobility outof range
Ite nsks whether it would not be possible,in
the wajority of cases, 10 secure the requsie
mobility by employing light, strongly buill
» outside cars.” well horsed, and well-driven
each careying from six to ten infanlrymen
in light maiching order.  As tho men tould
spring off the cais in ease of need, the mo
bility nttained would probably =~ be, un
der ordinary circumstances, as greal as that
of Llussars carrying rifleinen on their croups
if not, indeed, of a corps of Mounted Il
men proper.  The diflicully of managing the
riderless horses during o skiimish, and
much of the wearand tear wbove alluded to
would be avoided. A few extra feeds for
the horses nnd some suitable pioncer tools,
and a supply of gun cotton in disvs, with
fuzes &o,, might tlso Lo carried in the cms
much more readily than in tho saddles,
DPresumably these cars could cover as many
mtles m u duy, on a road, ns tho light de-
livery vans used Ly tiadesmen, and in cnse
of need, with alight load ; and for shorter
distancos, thoy might be driven with the ra.
pidity of a London five-engine. lu going
straight across coantry. they would ba utsm
immense disadvantago, Lut woulld this bo su
olten incvitabla in Europeun cammprigning?
RS SR S

Wi have to thank Captain G. AL Rukes,
Srd West York Light Infantry, Belsize Park,
Hampstead, London, for a copy of the Army
List of 8th Febraaiy, containing ‘the first
Gazette of the Canadian Volunleer Force,

REVIEWS.

We have to acknowledge the recei; t of
No. LXIX Vol XVI of the Journal of the
Royal Uniled Service Institulion. It contains
tho following articles :—

Un Coast Fog Signals.

Firing at  Armor cluls
System.

Practical Nautieal Sulveying.

‘Mhe Breeding of Horses for Military Pur.
poses.

Wiite's Porte-XKnapsack,

Read and Nickell's Patent Day unl Night
el Signal for Preventing Collision
at Sea.

till s Boat lowering and Self-detaching
Apparatus.

Parker Rhodes Military Bot

On Infimtiy Tacties, .

‘I'ie Cultivation of Scientiticlinowledge by
Regimental Officers of the British
Army.

Tho Autump Muanwuvres of the Prus-ian
Guard Corps in September, 1872,

A Biief Ske:ich of the System ol Otheering
tho Prussian Army.

T'hose articles are by distinguisheil ofticets
of the British Army snud Navy, thaton Prac
ugil Nautioal Surveying by Staff Command
er Thos, A. Hull, R.N., is a paricululy val
uable paper, not only te offiaets of theNava|

reduced to 2
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Service bul to Civil and Military En};inecrs :
the examples and problems being the best
ns well as.stmplest wo have ever seen,

150 Wesbminster Reviaw for January con.
taing. the following articles s~

Sophocles,

Parliimentary Eloguence,

Tho Decline’of the UL French Monarchy.

Leliglion s o Subject of Natjonal Bduea

tion. i

The Republiowns ol the Commonwealth,

The Chrlstim‘Eylenco Saciety.

“'he Gladstonoe Mdministration.

Contempornty, Literature,

Tho Titoxarp Soorr Publislung Company,
110, Falton Street, New York.

——

Tho Sciértec of Llelth for March has been
recoived from the Publisher, s, B. Wells, 339,
Broadiway, New York, it 14 sepleto with in.
teresting articles.

Tho Ilustraled Canadiun News for 22nd
February contans —~

IrrusTrATIONS :

Hon. E. R. Caron, Licut Governor of
Quebec.

The Sriow Lion at Laval University.

Arrival atHalifax of H. M. 8, “llimalaya,”

Hon. Alex Vidal, Senator.

The Licut. Governor of Unlario at Belle.
ville, .

Praotice of B. Bitery, Quebec School of
Gunnery,

‘the Critics.

Napoleon 11L after death.

Quebeo Sketches, No. 1

Fashions, &e.

“Khi va-La "

ORIGINAL ARTICLES :

The Schoolmistresses and Governess of
Charles Dickens, .

Biography of tho:Hon. E. R. Cnion.

Biography of the llon. Alex. Vidal.

Gossip on Popular Scientific Subjects, No,

" 4, Waterspouls, Whirhwindg, and Hurri.
.canes.

Mr. Sprouts, His Opinions.

Mistresses and 3hids ; Is Another Confer- |

ence Necessary,
Oureivay, PoeTRY :
" Sonnet.
Mater Dolorosa.
SErEoTioNs ;
Alexander Dundas’ * Grand Dictionnuite
do Cuisine.”"—(.lall Mall Gazette.)
Quebec, as Seen byEnglishEyes.—(Qucen)
Clrriosities of the Piang Trade.—(Cincin-
nati Gazalle) '
Miscellaneous Jtems,
* Blitorial.
Notes and'Queries,
' Nofes.and,Comments,
Courrier-des Dames.
News of {the Veelk.
':l'he New M.mo)u.r::g: Chap. xx. By.“’il!ﬁlo
Collins, , &' ¢, . ‘
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Tho Mareh Aldine opens with a very of- ,
fectivo ennst seene: * ATier \Lio Storm,” by
Tuvernier. The black and rugged clifs are
in powarful rolief against the moonlight-
bursting through the broken clouds and reo
flected from every rippling wave, !

 Broalk, break, brealk
On thy cold, gray cragr, O Sen ”

The * Whito Birclies of tho Saranae,” tho
fumous rido from “ Ghent to Aix," and “The
Fox nnd Grapes,' are gems of art, The litera-
Luro too is more excollent than usual. Tho
most noticeablo articles aro * Intorludes,” |
n sparkling story, by Elizabeth Stoddard, |
and “‘fawny Mustache,” 'a bright sociul
skeleh, by Sue Chestnutwood.  Cluiles
Dawson Shanly contiibutes a pleasaut paper
about * Ginls, Real nnd Mythieal 3 W, W,
Bailey a Ittle study in nntural history about
 Pussy Willows and Alders;” and IHenry
Richards a Vit of gossip about “Short and
Pithy Letlers.” The editoriuls, which aro
in Mr. Stoddard’s bost vein, are * A Fow
Thoughits wbout Water,” ¢ ‘The Horse and
his Riders.” “Whito Birches of.the Saranae,"
and  “Love's Lt Service,' Ehzabath
Akers Allen opeas tho number with a pa-
thetic poem, entitled * Inconstancy i Ed-|
gar Fawcott follows with * Apostacy,” a
melancholy poem ; and Jokn &) dney with
an amusing nursery song on ! Baby's
Toilet.”” Music, A1, and Litrature aro in.
telligently and critically treated, Altogether
the March Aldwme is the best yet issued.
Subscription price $3.00 including Chromos
“ Village Belle” nnd % Crossing the Moor.”
James Sutton & Co, publishers, 59, Maiden
Lane, N. Y. ’

COLRR rSPONT'ENCE,

——

The B titor docs not hold himaself responsible for
individunl eepresstons ofopiriton in communt:
cationsaddresscdiothe VoLUNTEER RECIEW,

Lo the Exdilor of the Vou’.\jwm: Review,

‘Toronto, 2:nd February,‘ 1873.

Si—Tu the Revisw of the 15th inst., you
gny,  Ottawa can boast of having the best
Field Battery of Artillery.the Lest Brigade of
G.urison Artillery, and the best Battalion of
[ufantry, in Canada:" apd you ndd, * (he
saldiers serve at their own expense.””

My impression on reading tho above was,
some great climge bas taken plice of late
for the be ter.  For on referring lo tho last
report on the state of the Militin of the. Do.
minion, I find quite .o different statement.
about the :grtillqry, one corps iif particylar;
did not perform its duty as they should have
done, they. were Nor complete . and they
wegepaid, o

I would rejaice to kuow that Uttawa has
now a very .efiicient force,.but 1 must say
yowadopt n very injudiciousimode to.convey
the information to tho rest pftlie volun-
terB, It U o o

-
.

"| a submissive dependency.

a view of providing for the

shire, :
setting on foot a soup kitchen )
found in a position requiring support there-

Would you bo kind enough to pomt out,
why vou think tho force at Ottawn the bestin
Canada, o
Awlobligo yours tiuly,
Revwaz,

Ifour carrespondiul whuts & har d Jucels'
like "Tom Gradyrind, ho will find them if o
comes here.  Weo are slways thankful for
small mercics, and (hovefora accept his ro-
buke with meckness,—Ln, Vou. KLy,

-

RUSSIA AND KHIV..

Ru<siy, contrary to the advico of DPiinea
Gortschakoff, is about to fnaugurato a cam.
nign against tho Khan of Khiva. This
khannte occupies an oasis of extremely fer
tile soil, highly productive and well peopled,
owing all its prosperity nnd its vory exist.
ence, indeed to irrigition from thoe jiver
Oxus, which pusses through the heart of e,
For nges, which go back beyond the dawn
of Oriental history, the great stream has por-
formed its annul task of feeding and emiche
ing the dwellers onits banks, & very mixe:d
people of Touraman and Iranian elements,
strongly wedded together not by symona.
thies of race, but by long submission to her
editary governmont and by fanatical adher
enco to the tenets of Islam,

The peoploare Lorn horsemen, wealthy
agriculturists, honest, energetio, and brave
to desperation. Only Lhirty years ago thev
literally destroyed an army of 12000 men
sent aganst them by the Emperor Nicholas,
and Russia has not sinoe had the heart to
ret linte. ButIlhiva intrddes herself and
intercepts communication between sundry
outlying sections of tho Ciu's Asiatio rro-
vinces ; and, from its. central position, it
1hreatens several surroun lug points at the
same time. Hence Russia is collecting her
giguntic resources to-surround and crush

' her adversary. and her legions are ~ven now

marching through the drifts of
against the enemy. .

In the meantime, England looks uponthe
movemsnt with jealous eyes, as threatening
her allies of Afghanistan, Yet lier news-
paper organs keep up ashowof indifference.
The Pall Mall Gazettesays : -

©* With all this grand preparation wo are
assured that Russia bas nothing so little at
heart as the anpexation of Khiva, Wo shall
see, Looking at geography only, it would
seem almost impossible for Russin to dis.
pense with the acquisili n, or at least the
control,of the khanate,ifshe means {o retain
any hold on Central Asia. Tlhe hapate is
all but an ¢ enclave’ of Russia.already, sve
on the side of Bokhara, and Bokhars is, now
And as long ago
es the reign of Peter the Greaf, the Iehan of
Khiva.according to the Russian authorilies,
* rendered forever allegiazice to his ‘majesty
theCzar.”

winter,

A Harpr AND INDEPENDENT PARisu.—With
wants ofthe poor,
were got up at Ceres, in Fife-
amounting to 302, for tne purpose of
. Not one was

funds

from,,and in.order to get rid of the furids it
wag agreed to distrbuto bread among
thosg who would tske it; but as in

the case of soup, not one individual would

take in the laaves,although offered to Lo do-
ivered by tho bnkorq.
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" A NYSTERY.

ny JOUN Q. WHITTLER.

Thoriver hemmed with leaning treos
Wound through ita mendowa green ;

A low blue lino of mountains showoed
Tho open space between.

One sharp, tall peak abovo thom «il
Clear into sunlight sprang

1 raw tho rivor of my dreams,
The mountains tbat 1 sang !

No clow of memaory led mo on,
But well the ways 1 know ;

A feoling of famillur thiugs
With every footstop grow.

Natotherwise above this cras
Conld lean the binsted pine ;

Nototheriise the maple bold
Aloft its rod ensign,

8o up the long and shorn fuot-hilis
‘The mountaln rond should ereep,

Bogreen and low the mendo s (old,
lts red-hatred kine asleep.

The river wound as it should wini,
Their place the mountaing took,

The white torn fringes of their clonds
Wore nounwonted Jovk.

Yel ne'er belore that river's im
.Was pressod by feel of mnlne,

Nover hefare ming eves 1wl cross «1
That brokon mountuin line,

A vresence, strange at once and ke ",
Waulked with me as mv gulde:

The skirtsof some forgotten 1ife
Tralled nolseless at mny stde,

Was it a dim remembered drenn 2
Or glimpse thmugh same weons of olu ?
The secret which the moantains kopt,
The river nevertold

Bat from tho.vislon, ere 1t prssed,
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Solferina, will never be seen again, The
grand old arrays, that lent ‘pomp and
circumstance " to ** glorious war,” are gone
for over, and war, a3 n spectacle, exists no
longer.

* Tha old order chaugeth, yiolding place
to new.’! Bul what is thit new ta be ? Aro we
to adnpt the Pruasian system withont roserve
and fall down and worship that golden calf
~=the company column ? und are we to sacri-
fico at the altar of innovotion the most
splendid traditions aof the British Army ?
Wo think not. Bpt to guide us in our de
cisions, we have only afforded us the lesson
tanght by the campaign of 1370, for that of
'66 car.not be ncepted as a fair critorion.

1f we examing t"o tactics of the Prussians
during the lust graat war, we shall find that
there is a vast difference between the met
hods employed by thrmm at the commence
ment andat the fermination of the bloody
struggle; at Weissembourg, at Worth, at
Gravelette, it was the company column , at
Lo Bourget, at Orleans, Lo Mans, it was the
swarm of skirimishers,

To arrive ata correct conceplion of the
advantages and disadvantages attending
these two methods, it is necessary to enter
niore minutely into details. Let us then
examine the formitions of Weissembuurg
and Gracelotle.

At Weissembourg the sttack was madein
the following order:—

First Line.—Jagers in skirmishing order

Second Line. - A Line of company col-

umns,

A tender hope it drevw,
And,pleasant as u dawn of Spring,
The thought wirhinms grew. |

That love wouldtemper cvery chunge, i
And softon all surprise,

And, mirty with the drenms of carth,
The bllis of heaven arlse,

Third Line.— A line of rupporls of hlf
battalions in column

Fourth Line.—A rescrve line of bitlalions
also in columi.

This attnck succeeded in spite of the mur

! deraus fire of the enemy ; but why ? Because
, the Prussians were immeasurably superior

—Alantic Mo sthty h
. in numbers. because the naturs of dm

- - > ground was singnlaily adapted for such an
S ATTACK AND DEFEXCE "attack, affording asit did numerous dead
j angles, in which these littlo columus found

(From tho Unlted Service Magazine 4

The great military problem of the-day is
undoubtedly the tactical emplovment of In-
fantry. :

Infuntry, forming as it does the bulk of an +
armr, 18 eminently the armvn which one |
must depend in batfle ; artillery may pre-|
pare, cavairy may complete, but infantry
alone can win a decisive victory ; theretore, !
it is th:2 formations and movementsof Infan
try especially that must bostudied. '

Till receatly, the tactical émiployment of |
infantry was comparatively ewy, for, owing
to the limited range of fire-arms, lines or
columns could be formed nt short distances
from the enemy, and attacks could be suc.
cessfully delivered, where attacks in suck
formatinns would now be utterly impossiblo.
Tho vast rage undacsu acs of modern fire-
arms, an | the mpidity with which fire’can be
delivered, have rendered 1t as futile a3 it
would be absurd 0 approacl an énemy so
armed in the dense furmstions 8o litely in
vogue. Never agan wili he win-ssed such
a) magnificent spectaclo as the sulvance in
closo column of the UMW Guwd at Water-
100 : such a column w .uld udviuvces only (o
die, and would be ruthlessly swept away long
ere it could reach the enemy. I'hoe **'thin
red lies ' that boldly bressted the heights
of Almg, ars alse Lo things of the

2 Lo things
pist; thejr slownessin a lvanst

e le T i)
oo m o

2 and the
difficulty of avihingoneself of cover, render-
¢ obaalete Lhe fmmous fo nyrtions so succes-
fully employed at Suanuney wnd Vittoria

‘The combinations of hne and column
einployed by Bonningsen, the open columns

of double vompinivs  that  charged at

shelter | and, aubove all, because the French
flank wasturned, and the resistance paralyz

At Gravelotle the formition was some:
thing similar, but the skirmnshers and com
pany columns were as one and the same line ;
in _fact the first line was a line of company
columns of'sections at quarter distance, and
at deploying intervals, the intervals being
filled by the third rank in skirimishing
order. It w.s in that formation that the
Prussian Guard made their first attack on
St. Privat. I'he advance had to Le mado
across a wide, open plain ; it failed ; and in
a fow minutes this corps & élite had last
6000 men. From that moment the
attack in line of cciapany columns
across an open pliin  was rejected
as impossible. Another formation re-
sorted o was, in first line a swarm of
skirmishers, then a line of company col
umus,and finally a line of battalion columus.
But the same objeclion apnlies to all these
differemt formations; they wore oneo and
all s0 dense, and, exceps uuder certain cir
cumstances, fuiled to penetrate the fearful
zone of firo which separated them from tho
enemy ; in fact, we believe that these for
mations woero littlo less dense than the old
lino of battalion columns, and infinitely
more 50 than the formation i line ; but, on
the other band, they had advantages whicl
niight in somo degree compensate for this
—such as extreme mobility, facility of de
ployment, ease with which cover would ba
taken advantago of ; but none of theso ad
vantages could wholly compensate for the
awful loss of life entailed by attacks acroes
open ground.

| Maror 4, 1878,

- ——
Py w ity

Tho fatal experiences of the Prussians at
the commencement of the warall tend to
ghow that theso formations were too deop
to be carried out without most frightful
losses. ‘The result was, that at a Inter peribd
before Paris and on tho Loire, the Germans
learnt to nttack in tho loosest order. The
attacks were then conducted somewhat in
this fashion : llaving brought up the col
umns of attack under cover to within about
2,000 paces of tho enemy, these columns
would be allowed to dissolve inlo swarms of
jskirmishers; thoy would then advancs as
rapidly as possible, the men making their
| way by dodgiug here and thore, by creeping
inlong, by throwing themselves down behind
y banks and bushes, assembling in groups was
yflorded, then forward again, and in this
, manner gaining ground bit by bit, till they
carrive in close proximity to the enemy : then
{soma officer, sceing his opportunity, would
call his men around bim and mahe a dash

for soma weak point in the enemy's line,
; nnd at this, the decisive moment, the French
invari.b'y gave way, and thus the Prussians’
swarm systemn asserted its predominance,
and convinced all Europe of its infallibility.
But though such a system of attack might.
and did, succeed against raw undisciplined
Mobiles and demoralized Zouaves, we doubt
‘its efheacy in  attaching regular troops.
y Would steady, disciplined Brilish soldiers
; have giv-n way before the desultory nttacks
| of these organized bush whackers ? We trow
not. We maiotain, then, that all such at-
tacks, except under. particularly favourable
lcircumslancea, would fail, and in failing,
would at the same time offer peculiar fncili-
ties for attack; for the excessive flanking
movemants, which they—the Germans—
yundertake, frequently operating at the s:ma
timo against both flinks. must necessarily
tend to wenken the centre of theirline of
battle, and this weakness seems toinvite,
and in our opinion ivould rendera counter-
attack. opportunely delivered, most effvo-
tive. Such n couuter-stroke would most pro
bably bo met by skirimishers extended on
the “swarm" system, in order that their
'nymerical weakness might not bacome ap
parent, and becuse it would be impossible
to cover the ground in anv moro solid for-
wation. Now this **swarm’ systemn is dense
without possessing thorough cohesion, and
surely, when met by troops in morsé regular
ind comparatively moro compact order,
would utterly fail to maintain a successful
resistat,ce. But what is this new systomo
attack to Lo ? Let us examine what has been
| tried sinco the conclusion of the war, both
lin Prussiv and at honie. In Prussia all
i efforts have been directed towards the deve-
lopment of the * swwarm ;" by a morosystom-
atic method of advance.a greater amoant
of order and regularity has been insuved;
but still many of the old defects remnin.

At the recent Berlin manaruvres, the gt
tack by n biigade, according 1o the Sfandard
‘carrespondent, was made by regiments, the
“second regiment of the brigede being in
,support, the batlalions beaing themselves
foraied inla four distinct aud goparate lines;
} e first of which was skirimishers, the
second algo skirmishery, the third a lihe of
“smull pelions of half-sections as supports,
anl the fourth aline adyancing by thra-s
. from the right of each section at deployng
wtervals. The lirst, setond, and third lines
are composed by the first and fourth com.
. patues of each battalion, £0 disposed that the
, threo * zuge” ofithe company arein the fiest
.second, and third lines, respectively.  This
.meth d has doubtless great advantages over
the old hap-hazard system, for thé mbn of
,each company are kept together. and are
‘unsder their own commanders, and therein,

i
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therefore, less liabilty to get mixed than | as herotofore, be carried out by skirimishers, [ long either to extond ar close. A company,
there wag heretoforo.” Still, we do not think but that the present method of skirmishing { on the contrary, might extend or close moat
that it would be advisable 1o adopt such a | be modified ; that tho battalions in réar rapidly. ‘Tako for examplo a company of
system, because, in the first place, the organ- | should then advance ns long as possible in | thirty files i whon touch is preserved, such
ization of our battalions and compnnies is | closo column, and, if necessary, by wings, | a company occupies twenty vards at ¢ open
unsuited to sucha system, and in the every advantnge been taken of sli cover | formation 3> with about two feet between
second, because tho old fault of density with- | that may be aflorded by the natural lay of | each file, tho same company would occupy
out solidity still remains; for even in this | the Jand, byt frem the moment of coming | about forty yards ; therofore, in extending
formalton, there would be, on an average, | under £ra thondvauce to be made in lino at | from tho centre, the flank fles would at
four men to the yard, without reckoning [ ope: ovder, either by alternate wings or by | most only have to take ground outwards
the other regiment in rear, and it would b alernate corapanies, accordihg to the n.. , about ter ora dozen yards; and to do this
in the highest degres difficult, at tho actual turc of the ground; each succeisive lino | would-not take long. ~ Now, by s0 extending,
moment of nttack, to change from thit to f advancing about a hundred paces at the run the alternato companies would fill the inter-
noy more solid formation, and then Iying down to regain breath, while | vals that would have been between

Now let us turn to England. During the | the line in rear Passes it in like manner; | them, had they advanced with touch
Autumn Manouvres savoral systems wero the moving lines to advancoe as rapidly as proserved ;  these two  lines would
given & trial, butin all the exme defects | posaible without firing, the line lying down | therefore 'have the appearanco of two
wero obsgervable, in all the general idea | to cover tho advance of the moving line by | successive lines of skirmishers, but with this
seemed to be the advance ofa line covered | a sustained und rapid fire. Ir this manner incalculable advantage over ordunary lines
by successive lines of skirimishers, which at | the whole line would gradually approach | of skirmishers, that by closing on their re-
tho moment of attack were reinforced by | the enemy, and that, we believe without { spectiva centres, each company can quickly
theline itselfextended inskirmishingorder; excessive loss ; on arriving in close proxi- | reassume a more solid formation, and that
the result was, the men of different compan {aonty, if the enemy had not already ‘given { by bringing up those companies for the time
ies hecameo hopelessly intermixed, and all way the wings or companies for the time being in rear, theinterva 8-wonld be filled,
control over them was lost by tho officers. being in rear should close with those in front aad line re formed. Whilo this mancouyre
If we are to adopt the ‘swarm,” for|so as to occupy their respective original | is taking place, the skirmishing companies
Heaven's snke let us have the Prussian or- positionsin line; thus the finalcharge would might gradually edge away towards their re-
ganizition; with them, even confusion reigns, | Lo delivered ina formation somewhat ap |spective flanks, and thus, while making way
but with us the “swarm™ means absolute proaching to that grand old order, the | for the battalion, might occupy.tho gaps be-
chaos, traditional British line, The battalions in | tween regiments.

A system slightly different from the rest second lino must keep paco with those in |  This system, we think. combines the ad-
wwas that proposed, if not employed, by Sir front, and be ready at the decisive moment vantages of rn advance madejn n manney
Charles Staveley, as suitable for g division of | to supporl them, for in these days of far | caleulated: to incur the least p ssible loss,
threo brigades each of 3 battalions ; by this ranging weapons 1L is more than ever neces' [and an attack delivered in an order suffi-
system two brigades were to ba in the flrst siry that an attack when made should be | ciently compzct to render such un attaclk
lino,whilo tho third was in reserve,in column successful; the losses that would be sufferod effective. It is probablo that the steady but
of doyble companies, cither in line atde- |in reliring are too frightful to contemplate, | rapid advance of thess thin successiye lines,
ploying intervals, or in echellon, The first Success is obligatory.” Such then is the sys- | the continual fire, the rapid transition from
ling, when formed for attack, was disposed | tem of attack that we would suggest as | loose, order to line. would Lave a far greater
as follows: ‘f'he iuner battalion of each being suitablo both to the existing conli- | moral effect upon an enemy than the usucl
brigade extended threo companies in skir- | tions of warfare and to the nations charac- | hip-hazard advanceqf cloudsof skirmishers;
mishing order so 2s to cover the whole front; [ ter. Now let us consider this system a littlo | and of tho actual physicil effcts' at closo
then another line of skirimishers, also of | in detay), We huve said that the bresent j quarters, we think little doubt can exist.
three companics, was thrown out, ang the | system of skirmishing should be moditied; | Il+ving explained the method of advance
L0 remaining companies wero formed as our reason for this assertion is, simply, that | for a batta ion, it only remains to sny that
Supports in rear; the centro battalions of | the method of skirmishing Iaid down in the | when attacking by brigades, tho skirmishers
each brigade then advanced ig line, while | drill-boolks is incompatible with order, for by | should at the last moment retire, or, rather,
the outer battalions, also jn line, wero refus- | j¢ We cannol remforco skirmishers without | take groand towards the flanks of their ro-
od, 80 25 to protect the flanks of the division. | hopelessly intermingling tho men ot different spective battalions, and one rank, that for
Thig system certainly had marked advaz- { companies. What we Propose in its place is [ the time being in ress, should form a sup-
tages, but atill is far from fulfilling the con- | this : that the front rank only of the flank { port; thus the intervals botweon battalions
ditions required. The advantages attending compenies of the battalion should ficst be { would be flled, and their flanks would in

it aro:— . extended, 5o asto cover il whole front, {some degree bo protected by thaso sup-
IR I'}mtnﬂank_bemg refused, front can each company covering its own wing; that | ports,
bo easily and rapidly changed. this line having advanced about ~ fifty Such a system has tho further merit, that

2. That lhg reserve oceupying, as it does yards, tho rear rank of the Ak coms
n central position, and potnt in tho hine can pantes should beg extended, and then double
bo speedily s?pported. through the front rank line of skirmishers, sant, that wo consider it disadvantageous

3. That skirmishers may be easily rein. | going aboat fifty paces to the front, then | for many teasons thata company should
forced, But, on the other hand, every fresh | lying down. and’ continuing tho firing. {ill | axceed forly f'e3, or that there should be
reinforcement of skirmishers would only | passed in Liko wmannor by the front rank; il tore than cight fighting ‘compantes in the
tend fo increasn tho confusion—at first the | at any mament it becamo hecessary-to fein battalion: this wonld 8ive a mmximum
corapanies, and then the battalions would force the lino in front, that in resr 760l 1 strangth of 640 bayonets; but for our part
bocome intermixed ; again, advancing such | simply double up, and Join it; and then, | we-should prefer seeing  battalions of six
A formation in tho face of A heavy fire would | instead of having  awo comipanies -mingled companies of forly files—that is, 450 in
be impouﬁxlc, 3 tho long lcxlnwieldylincs. u;gether. yol; would ﬂndlt!ze;' mon to b4 da {41
owing 10 their slow rate of a vance, wonld | almost exactly their origirin velitivo "posi- 4 o i .
suffer most terribly from the enomy-s fige, | tiony. t¥hen these lines of skirmishers hud ..§,°£Jﬁi,“’a‘.‘,’i’§u'ﬁéf§i{ii'ci’:? 32a°£$'§f§?,
. But if we presume to criticize every forma. ngrsuced 30mo two °r{1_"°°h‘.’"‘.iréa YUlds, 1 4o fensive i3 naturally deprecated by al,
tion that has been employed or suggested | tho battalions—themss ves the actanl sup. nritets, and condomed by all soldiers ; there.
by others, wo must ourselves not shrink _porl:)—mllght bo putin motion, !fadr'anc- fore wo_may assumeo that as a rule a defen.
from the onerous task of suppo-ting some mgbyba ovialo tompanies, the advance sive action simply consists in allowing tho
aystem in tho place of those o have con-  f1B1L be mado 1n what We propose to eall enemy toderelop his attack, and then, hav-
demued, and this task e approach with the | B Open formaion—that 33 lostead of pre |7

little or no change would be required in
organization; but'ws would remark en pas

s ing discovered his weak poin acling offen-
utmost reluctance, feeling, us wo do, our sf"';’g tho touch, e:l:tcnding S0 thit thoro sivgcly vwhen and whero :ul:o of;énsivogaction
own incompelenco to treat so important g ] 3t2uld bo:\g]mlerya °i; about a PAce Uo | would bo most likely 10 mest with hanpse
subject with tho vigour and venotmting :'"e"" “d" 8z "b(i’ would mast SEpTSRsSly tesults; but although this may bo the gen-
which aro s due; and knowing only too doen tho loss, an would ronder & rapid craliden of the defensive, suill therdimust
well tho long ana brilliant array of military | 2 7?3“‘ more casy. Such_ & formation always bo some parts of the lino whiok aro
writers, exponents of the Prussian system, ‘LQ“ not, however, bo ap{)hcable o any. actually attacked, and 1t is the marnner of
18is with feclings of the utmost doference | 11108 larger than s company, for the TO3300 | meoting these attacks which wo now progoso
10 the:r opinions thut we now ventura to | that a b‘““"”g oxtended would occupy discuss,

o IBesL asyatom in opposition to their views, “(’f much ground, dod 10 interfero witl; thb § Ty, miy bo argaed that thero is littlo nced
Bo aystem of attack that wa would, advo. | ® a1s0 or fire °rr§3‘m°.n" on either flank, fro o ing tho delensive tattics of ‘the
catels breifly this: That the attack should | A0d &ls0 becausa o Attalion would take tob gay, end this we adtiifit €0 be trosin

present

-
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syma degrae, for the defence can, therefore
avail itself of all cover that may happen to
present itseif, and this eover it need never
leaye; whereas, on the offensive, cover
affords but a temporary refuze, Again troops
on the defensive being stationary, do not
lose their order, and, therefore, the fact that
a formation is unwiel ly nuced not be taken
into serious eanszideration. [n fuct, wedo
not hesitate to say that nearly all tlie argu -
ments thatave employed against the “line,"”
apply toaline in motion, and not one in
rest—thercfore a changein defensive taoties
is by no mcans obligatory ; but however good
existing formations may be, w2 should neg-
lect no opportunily ot 1mproving on them,
if we believe iinprovement to be possible,and
sec a way towards effecting so desirablo an
ondd,

For our part we believe that suchimprove:
ment is possible, andthat it isto Le attained
by a bolder and more extensive use of cav-
alry, :nd by a graater development of fire. {t
has often -been said of late that the 1dleof
cavalry ceases on the field ol battle ; this wo
deny,for wa believe that cayvaley may still
be most eftectively employed during 2n ac:
tion, and especially when acting on the defen-
sive, It would be, of course;, absurd for
ewvalry now to attempt grand davalry
clivrees, such as those of Wigram, of Leip-
sic. an Lot Witerloo: 1'o charge across an
open phin under fire ‘of artillery:and infan-
try, siine ks they ave, would be as hopeless
and s viin as was the glortous but desper-
ate onolaught of the Light Brigade at Balak
Java.: We admit that the employment of
eavalry in maszes for such ends is obsolete,
bhut we contend that, when acting on the de*
fensive, cavalry may bd employed with com-
pavatively little 1isk t6 the sselves, and with

the' prospect of great vesults; for when |

swalling-an attack, the cavalry mny:be hald
in veserve under cover, and out of reach of
shot and shell, till the opportune nioment

for its employnient ; the enemy being ciose |

at h v, it has ‘'not then to traverss an ex-
tensive space-of ground; it will not be ex
pored to artilleryiire, thanks to the prox-
imity-of the enemy’s infantry and finally,the
enemy will bein no sdlid formation suitable
for 1esisting éavalry ; therefore, such charges
woild be made under circumstances the
mast favourable to cavalry. Such charges
shauld not be made by large bodjesaf horse,
lov cover can rarely be found for such ; they
are not easily put in motion, and they offer
considerable marks for the enemy’s fire,
Attack on an advancing enemy must be
made where the opportunity arises, by regi.
wents, by squadrons, and even by troops.
We now come to the question or develop-
meunt of fire, which we have already stated
to be a means by which the defence may be
improved and rendered more formidable.
Our own ideas on the subject are novel and
perhaps startling, and may no doubt meet
with disapproval ; ‘it is, therefore, with
extreme difidence that we propound them.

In the wectingan attack, the front should
of course Lo covered by skirmishers, and
these skirmizhers should be something more
than a mere line, for the greater the lo.s in-
flicted on the enemy while advancing, the
Letber will it Le for the defence, But these
skirmishers, if the attick be preserve:d in,

. will undoubtedly, sooner or later, ba driven
“back, a:nl then tha decisive moment will
arrive.

Let us suppose the position attacked to
be vceupied by four b:ttalions in first line,
and four in second, each battalion being 600
strong—the battalions in first lide, reclkon
ing the intervals,would therefore coverabout
R9Vyards. Thae enemy.in whatever formation
he approached, wh+tte v it be tha awum ot

skirmishers or the line of columun, would be
dense, brought to baar upon the approach-
ing masses, the greater would be the loss
intlicted ; therefore, the question of how to
ineet and repulso nn enemy, simply vesolves
itself into this: Iow can wo increase the
amouunt of fira? [n reply, we propose the
| following evolution, which might be execut-
ed when the enemy was from three to four
hundred yards distant from the first line.
When battalions are in line the outer com-
panies to turn inwards, and double in on the
remainder, then turning to their front, and
the whole delivering a four-deep five, the
front companies kueeling, those in rear
stanling. Such « five delivered by volleys
would be fearfully destruclive to those bod-
ies of the enemy ‘against which it might be
directed ; but this manmuvre would neces
sarily leave large gaps belween battalions,
gaps of at least 130 yurds, and these graps
-should at once be filled by gunsot by infan

try from the second line, also in a four deep
formation, '

Tmagine the effeci thirt would be produced
on a disordered enemf, on seeing batteries
of artillery gallop up into these gaps, nalim-
ber, and at a few hundved yards' distancs,
pour in round atter round ol case shot and
shrapuel, or on sceing thesa same graps
filled by a_ tirm, compact mass of infantry,
Bvery ma of whom was enabls to use his
rifle. I'ew troops, we belive, could make
‘liead against such n’ terrible feu d'enfeor as
would be delivered by such ‘a line; they
woulll waver, hesitate, and finally give way
-then through the intervals in the line might
be launched troops of cavalry to complete
the rout ot the cnemy, anl convert thaat
tack into flight. .

It is true that these fougdeep lines would
sulfer infinitely moro than lines two deep.
(but then the effect of their fire would also
we conceive, ba doubled, and such a fire at
close quarters would, from.its natuve, be far
more cflicacious than auy other; in fact, we
believe tliwt no front attack could possibly
sueceed. whelr opposed in such & manner.
[t my Lo urged that such a front would
offer 100 lavourabla a mark for the enemy's
artillery; so uadoubtebly it would, if ex-
posad toits fire, but then we would expressly
forbid this manwuvre Leing preformed until
‘the tive of the encmy’s guns had been com-
pletely masked by the advance of its own
nfantry ; also the reserve guns and cavalry
with ths infantey of tho second line, should,
till the very 1ist moment, be retained as
much as possible under cover.

We have now finished our task, and we
trust that, in our endeavours to sketeh what
we believe to be a tactical system applicable
to the circumstances of modern warfare, we
have not failed, either by duffuseness or for
want of method, to convey to the realer's
mind & correct impression of our own 1deas,
and of the system that we have advocated.
If we have done this, if welhave enabled him

fiel. Wa do not expect hisideas Lo coingide
with our own, and shall not, therefore, b2
surprised if those ideas meet with the sever

estcritisism. In fact, we have only hoped
to impress on all the necessity of devising
some system of attack by which order may
be insured,and do not for 2 moment consider
that we have thorughly solved so difficult a
problem as that of ** Attack and Defence.”

s S

Covine 1y T —Mre. P
travelling menagerie hypodrome and world's
fair will pay Ottawa a visit someiime Jdaring
the coming summer,

to follow us clearly throughout, we are satis- }

. Baruum's’

THE RUSSIAN ARMY.
A correspondent of the Daily News wriles
as follows : —**The carcase of the dead alive
‘military veform’ is being still fought and
screamed over by the vultures of ths Russian
press; but the most important point of all
finds no place in it.  $Hldiers Russia may in-
deed possess, but who shll supply her with
oflicers ? More than one must have asked
himself this question during the past woeek
while wuatching the young subilterns who
swagger about the Neviski Prospect, talking
loudly about the duplicity- of Englan with
regard to the Khiva expedition, and the
punishment which awaits her.  Our military
system has unioubtedly faulis enough of its
own, but the time his not yet come, thank
God, when an English mess r>on can com-
bine for the expulsion ofa singleofficer from
sheer jealousy of his superior abilities, when
the whole body cin refuse the challenge of
their intended victin, '‘when the colonel him-
self can «id and abet this cowardly malice,
and finally submit to a public beating at the
hauds of the injured man without any at-
tempt at resistance beyond a cry for help to
the police. Al these things have occurred
here in open day within the last three weeks,
and [ am not surprised to see that the Rus
sian papers, so ready to chronicle events not
worthy of mention aré silent upon these.
Such tories, if suffered to get abrod, would
hardly tend to enhance tho prestige of Rus
sta as a military empire.’ Itis true that the
army Of the Czir can as little be judged of
Ly creatures such us these as by the rutlians
who directed the mnssacre of [Tango Head
and the mutilation of the Englisk slain at
Inkerman. [ who write have scen the last
survivors of those who stood in the Great
Redoubt at Borodino or rodein the van of
the crowning charge at Leipzig, and, looking
upon them, 1 felt proud (0-think  that we
had fought with such men uas these, anl
had conquered; but of the Adnewrs of the
Nevski Prospact it is better to say nothing,
lest one should say to much: Well, wiil it beif
it fare not one day with them as it fared with
the butterflies of the Second Emplire, reared
upon absinthe and cigarettes, upon low com:
edies and foul romauces, when the great
day of wrath cume upon them at Sedan,
Some may, perhaps, addmire this precocious

jeunesse dorée, flaunting in all the pride of

its tinsgelled finery and puny licentiousness,
with just intellect enough to shoot those who
suspect it; but there are many who think
otherwise. The Russian soldiers who were
shot o year ago for attempting the life of
their commanding ofticer gave by that at
tempt a testimony respecting the- present
régime such as may be given by unlettered
men who neither makes speeches in the
Senate nor writes for the Jowirnal de St Peter
sburg, and when thit testimony shall be
writlen across the length and breadth of |
Russia in the same red hand writing which |
now scars the surface of Trance, perhaps 143‘
even $he may believe it then ! E

BREARFAST.—EPP3’S CoC0oA. —~GRATEFUL AXD
CoMrontiNg ~The very agreeable charactler of
this preparation hasrendered it a general favor

te. The Civil Service Guzeile remarks:—4“The
singalar suceess which Mr FEpps attained by
his homepathic preparationof cocoa has never:
been surpassed by any experimentalist. Bya:
thorough knowledge ofthe natural laws which;
govern tire operations ot digestion and nutritlon;
anl by a careful application of the fine praper-
ties of wellselected cocoa,Mr. Epps has provid-
ed our breakfasttables with a delicately I'dvour.|
ed beverage which may save us many heavy
doctors’ bills.” Made simply with boiling water
or milk, Sold by theTrade only in tlb., 4!b., and
1ib. tin-tined packets, labelled—J AnES kPps &

Cu.,, Homoopathle Chenaists, T,ondon, Englund.{



