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Mrs. WINSLOW'S S00THING SYRUP has been used by millions ot
mothers for thelr children while teething. if disturbed at night
and broken of your rest by a sick child suffering and crying with
pain of Cutting Teeth, send at once and get u bottle of ** Mrs, Wing.
low's Soothing Syrup” for Children Teething, It will relieve the
poor little sufferer immediately, Depend upon it, mothers, there i
o mistake about it. It cures Diarrhea, regulates the Stomach and
Bowels, cures Wind Colic, sofiens the Gums, reduces Infismmation,
and gives tone and enegy to the whole system, ** Mrs, Winslow's
Soothing Syrup” for children teething is pleasant to the taste and
18 the prescription of one of the oldest and best female physicians
and nurses in the United States, Price twenty-five conts a bottle,
Bold b, druggists throughout the world.  Be sure and ask for
INSLOW'S SOOTHING SYRUP,

We have a cata-

he S un d ay‘ logue of 8,000 vol.
umes, specially

" selected for the

ool Ibrary Sunday School Lib.

rary, and will be

glad to send a copy (gratis) to any one interested, who
will send us their name and address, We carry the largest
stock in Canada, of books suitable for Lhe 8. 8. Library,

have a provision that gives them the advantage of a per-
sonal selection, We will send to any school within
reasonable distance of Toronto, a consignment of care-
fully chosen books on approval, After a selection has
been made, the halance may be ret:

WILLIAM BRICCS, Wesley Buildings, TORONTO

Sunday School Requisites

OFFICERS' AND TEACHERS' RECORD BOOKS

Secretary’s Minute Book, 50c.

Sunday School Minute Book, 50c.

Caswell's Sunday School Record, newly published,
complete and practical. Records Attendance of Offi-
cers and Teachers ; Attendance, Verses, Offerings,

ete., of each Class ; Literature taken by the School
and Secretary’s cash account with the Teacher, Will
last the largest school three Years. Strongly bound
in half leather, $2,00,

Eller’s International Record. Complete record of
Attendance, Verses, ete, Contains also R ister of
Teachers and Scholars, pages for recording Minutes of
special meetings, blanks for entering Constitntion and
By-laws, Treasurer's Report, etc., ete, For 20 classes,
$1.00; for 40 classes, $1.50,

Perrin's Perfection Sunday 8chool Record. A
yery complete and practical record of the business of
the school. For 20 classes, $1.00 ; for 40 classes, $1.50,

Holhart's Condensed Record. Contains a complete
Register of Attendance of Officers, Teachers and
Scholars, Col'ections, and Blanks for recording
Minutes of eac\ Sunday, etc., 60c,

Eller’s Pr Teacher's Record. For markin
Attendance, Collections, Blrthdu'l, ete,, with vnlunhlg
hints to Teachers, ete,, 20c,

Roll Book. Designed for use in Infant Classes, Bible
Classes, ete, 96 pages, $1.00,

Bunday School Register. Complete and efficient, 50c,

Librarian's Account Book. Quarto size, 50c.

Librarian's Account Book. Foolscap size, 7

Sunday 8chool Class Book. Per doz., 75¢.

Cowley’s Comprehensive Class Book. New desi )y
with cut leueel neoessitating but one entry of t‘}:’o
names, Per doz., $1.00,

Perrin's Class Book. By an ingenious arrangement
the record of the class for thn"whoh ear li‘l.:? be
entered without turning over a leaf, per covers,

per doz., 500,

MISCELLANEOUS REQUISITES
Excelsior lern? Oards. Adapted to “pigeon-hole
system.” Card for the Librarian, $1.00 per hundred,

% Scholar, 60c, per hundred,
Librarian’s Cards, 50 in Ppackage, per package, 30c.

Perrin's Collection Envelopes. Record the givin
for full year. Linen-faced, p:er doz., 50c. ST

La; um, or Cloth, 4 feet wide, P
;":‘21’,'0100- Blackboard Cloth, 4 feet wide, er

First Reading Book. Easy Scripture Lessons in large
a{g‘o for very small children, llustrated, Per d::g.,

Second Reading Book. Graded Scripture Lessons for
32‘“ children.” Large type and illustrated, Per doz.,

Lord's Prayer, set to musio, For Sunday Schools
opening and ('!Indng. 25 in package, 25c, y
Ne'

W Folding Card, g Ten C ]
Lord'’s Prg:-r. Apostle’s Creed, etc, 12 cards in
Ppackages,

Temperance Pledge Cards, with or without Tobacco
Pledge, Per hﬁﬁ;’u, R o - T nous o

mmma,m luding Tobacco, Pro-
fane hnsl;l&o. and Reading o(l: uhuntun Pr:r
hundred, $1.00,

A 1
Tw;ma Spaces for 76 names,

The Leaf Cluster, for the Infant Class.  Quarterly,
Per quarter, 75¢,; per year, $3.00,

Catechism of The Methodist Church, Canada.

.Jonhlm 8 Summary of Christian Doctrine, Pub.

lished ler the authority of the General Conference,

Per dozen, 40c.

New 8. 8. Reward Cards and ckets, i
of designs, at 10c., 15¢, and 20¢. ?er pu:h:-.. b

PRICES NET, POSTPAID
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Th

rough the Night Watches.
BY NELLIE JOSEFHINE ROSEBRUGH,

Protector of the faint and frail,
And Guardian of the lone in heart,
Wlien earthly Joves and friendships fail,
And when with treasured hopes we
part,

Draw near; for
dimmed eyes

We cannot see Thee as Thou art,
Thou tender Christ,~Thou good, Thou
wise,
O reassure the doubting heart !

through our tear-

SEPTEMBER,

1803

O Father! I am weak, and spent
With wrestling and with watching
long !
Oh, would one ray of cheer were sent
To ease this grief ere morning song !

And o’er this wound, that none may know

Save Thou alone to whom 1 pray,
The mantle of Thy pity throw,

And bring fresh courage with the day !
Did morn e’er break so cold, so gray |—
How can I rige to meet its needs,
Knowing ful] well that all the way

Now over crags and torrents leads ?

For this new path of pain untold,
Beset with briers and thorns that fret,

Give greater patience than of old—
Love me the more ! Help me forget !

Nay, give me strength to cast the whole
Of this black burden at Thy feet ;
And turn the bitter of my soul
Into a psalm both strong and sweet,

O Father of the faint and frail,
And Guardian of the lone in heart,
Be near when earthly friendships fail,
And when with treasured hopes we
part,

Toronto.

“ Teachers, do you regard your Sunday
School work

obligation and a burden?” jis the pertin-
ent question askeq in a recent Sunday
School bublication, and we pass it on,
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The Teachet’s Opportunity.

OME time ago, in one of our cities in
the East, a Methodist Preachers’
Meeting, on a Monday morning, was
discussing the subject of preaching, and
deploring the apparent fruitlessness of
much of the labor of the pulpit. In the
course of the discussion, one of the mem-
bers present, a man of long experience
and wide influence, rose to his feet and
said : “ Brethren, you are preaching to
the wrong people. Your sermons are
composed and delivered with a view
primarily and almost exclusively to their
effect upon the grown-up portion of your
audience. Your arguments and appeals
are addressed tc men and women in
mature and in advanced life. Their
notions are set, their ideas formed, their
habits settled, the circumstances of their
lives largely fixed, their characters good
or bad, tending to permanency, or al-
ready permanent. If they are not already
Christians, it is not likely, it is against

the law of averages, that anything yon
say, however clear in statement, how-
ever strong in argument, however pun-
gent in appeal, will influence them sav-
ingly and lead them to religious decision.
They have become, many of them,
actually Gospel-hardened, They have
resisted the strivings of the Spirit of
God so often that now, if He has not
ceased to strive with them, their ears
have become deaf to His voice, and their
consciences seared to His appeals, Many
of these people are, to all intents and
purposes, lost—even while they still live,
It is a terrific thing to think or to say ;
but they have really long passed the
favorable opportunity, and have virtually
sinned away the day of grace, But
there is another class in your congrega-
tions, that you largely ignore, that you
seldom address specifically, that you cer-
tainly do not expend your strength upon,
or make the objects of your intensest
thought, your closest study, and your
most constant and most loving appeals.
And yet that is the class at once the
most important and the most certain to
be moved by your discourses to embrace
the Christian life. That class is com-
posed of the young people. Their con-
sciences are tender, their jrdgments un-
warped by sin, their emotions readily
touched, their will docile, They have
no prejudices blinding them to the trath,
no settled evil habits, like invisible
cables, binding them hand and foot, and
holding them back when they would fain
be free from the domination of sin.
Brethren, you are preaching to the wrong
people. Preach to the young, Save
the young. Devote the energy you now
consume in the fruitless, or almost fruit-
less, effort to savingly influence the
mature and the aged, and you may expect
to win large harvests where now you
mourn over disheartening barrenness,
and sadly complain that you have spent
your strength for naught.”

The advice was good and widely applic-
able.  The light thrown on the subject
by the publication of such books as Pro-
fessor Coe’s volume on * The Spiritual
Life,” has resulted in an eminently
healthy reaction from the apathetic atti-
tude which, all too long, the Church
generally maintained on the tremendous
question of the early conversion of the
young. A perusal of that volume, nay,
a conscientious study of it, would do
every preacher, every Sunday School and
day school teacher, every father and
mother, great good. The average age
of conversion, as shown by careful ques-
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tioning of Christian men and women, is
about sixteen years and three months for
boys, and a little earlier for girls. After
that age, conversions become less fre-
quent, until, in the maturer years and
later years of human life, they almost
cease.  Regularly and inevitably as
adolescence comes, the Holy Spirit of
God stirs the hearts of boys and girls,
God helv us to preach to the right peo-
rle, at the right time, and in the right
way.—Guardian,

—_—

The International Uniform Lessons.

—

‘ ‘IHEN theorists talk about Sunday
School studies it is wel] to give
heed to the words of a master

in practice as well as in theory. No one

has had higher standards for Sunday

School teaching, and no one has had such

an intimate knowledge of actual results

for years as Bishop John H. Vincent,

He writes of the International Lesson

System with a remarkable exhibit of its

“plendid results which al] Sunday School

workers may profitably read ; not to

slacken efforts to improve the lessons, but

L0 encourage to still better things, This

is what he has recently said in favor

of the International Uniform Lessons :
This system of Sunday School lessons

has already wrought wonders, It has

advertised the Bible as the one text-

book of the Christian Church, and im-

mensely increased its use throughout the

civilized world. It has exalted the Bible
2s the true standard of doctrine ; stimu-
lated the advanced scholars of the Church
and of the universities to apply to the
Bible their most scientific and thorough
methods of study ; inspired the pulpit by
educating the whole congregation in the
great truths of the word ; enabled every
pupil through twenty-one years to pass
three times over the field of revelation,
fach time from a different point of view,
by methods and thorough lesson helps
adapted to his maturing powers. The
system has placed the Sunday School as
no other system could possibly do at
the service of the pastor, and made it
rossible for him in the pulpit to supple-
ment the work of the school ; made nor-
mal and teachers’ class work an easy

Possibility ; furnished him with incen-

tives to this service ; provided a wealth

of material for Sunday School teachers
of every class; made graduation in the

school and graded lessons a necessity,
and that in conformity with the most
rational pedagogic methods ; utilized re-
ligious and secular weekly papers in the
exposition and illustration of scriptural
truth ; encouraged home co-operation in
Bible study ; given parents and older
children a motive and an opportunity to
Lelp the younger ; provided in abund-
ance and variety brilliant pictorial illus-
trations of Bible history and ethical
teaching ; facilitated the superintend-
ent's work in the devotional service and
in the review ; provided as necessary to
its completeness comprehensive and sys-
tematic supplementary lessons in all
branches of Bible study ; increased the
£pirit of unity in the Chureh among all
denominations ; given people who travel
or families that move an uninterrupted
course of study wherever they happen to
be ; made union Sunday School and other
religious conventions doubly interesting,
and reduced to a minimum the expenses
of Sunday School helps,

Of course, this almost ideal system of
church study depends for its success upon
the zeal and wisdom of the men and
women who employ it, It is always easy
to find fault with the * way " in which
A given work is done, and to point out
and exaggerate * defects,” which, how-
ever, have notking to Jo with the “sys-
fem " frself, but wholly with the use
made of it. But such criticisms are
wholesome, and do great good to those
who are eager to do the best work pos-
sible,

This united effort of the Church will
continue.  Its defects will gradually be
corrected, Its workers will more and
more be aided as from the beginning of
it by the splendid and advanced scholar-
ship which is more and more giving itself
to the cause ; and the * hints,” “plans,”
“ changes,” proposed by the consecrated
genius and scholarship of our age will
only augment the power of this provi-
dential movement,

——

Prayer with Motions.
—
“ Dear Father, touch these eyes of mine,
That they may look to Thee ;
And make my ears to hear Thy voice,
Whene'er it speaks to me;
And make my lips to 8peak the truth,
My feet to walk the ways,
My hands to work Thy holy will,
My life to show Thy praise.”
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A Serious Mistake in Child-Study.

HE child-study movement is already

a manifold blessing, and promises

much more. But its leaders at

the present time are making a deduction

which is a blunder so harmful that its

general adoption would turn the child-

study movement into a curse instead of

a blessing. Let it be emphasized that it

is purely a deduction from confused

reasoning, and not a discriminating in-

duction, which has been heretofore the
general method of the child-study.

This astonishing deduction is that the
child is not capable of accepting the per-
sonal Christ before the age of fourteen
or fifteen years. The reason given—for
there are no specific cases adduced—is
that the child himself does not develop
complete personality until that period.

But this is confusing a strictly philo-
sophical sense of personality then coming
into consciousness with the practical
ability to know and love persons. As
well may we say that men cannot reason
until they thoroughly know the laws of
major and minor premise, the syllogism
and the “figures” of the beautiful science
of logic, or that one cannot see clearly
until he knows both the nature of light
and all about physiology. True enough
is it that the later scientific study cor-
rects, amplifies, and brings confidence
to thought and feeling, but human activ-
ities cannot wait for the philosopher to
lead off.

Let us stand by inductive child-study.
Observe the child and see how his entire
world begins with persons. At first the
mother’s face and form {s the whole uni-
verse the baby knows; then he recog-
nizes the other persons in the home, and
very early distinguishes outsiders. As
soon as there is any consciousness it
clings to and loves persons. It knows
persons before things or thoughts. We
are asked to teach children simply ethi-
cal rules of conduct and general ideas of
right and wrong! Not to present the
personal Saviour because the child can-
not define or appreciate personality! But
every primary teacher knows that chil-
dren do sincerely love Jesus. The mother
knows that the child loves her, a person;
that the child knows and loves its father.
And from the good father on earth to
loving the heavenly Father is an easy

step which every child in primary Sun-
day schools make take,

The full consciousness of individuality
at about fifteen years of age defines per-
sonal powers and possibilities to the
young man, and sets out, also, other indi-
viduals, thus bringing about supreme or
exclusive love for one person either as
chum or lover, and then a personal re-
sponsibility emerges fully. But a real
and great love for persons is the first
natural feeling of a human being, and it
may be directed to include Christ in the
life of the smallest child.

———

Do and Not Do.

In this age of enlarged personal liberty
even Sunday School teachers dislike just
a little being told exactly what they
should and what they should not do. It
is therefore all the more refreshing to
find, every now and then, some one
speaking “as with authority” and break-
ing away entirely from vague generalities
and inconclusive discussions, giving in a
nutshell definite and practical suggestions
which if followed will do much to bring
about definite results. The following
“Do and Not Do suggestions are well
worth implicit following :

Things a Teacher Should Do : Prepare
the lesson carefully, Know before be-
ginning a lesson just what he intends to
teach, Have in mind always the salva-
tion of his pupils. Visit every pupil at
least once a year. When the class is
disorderly, wait quietly for order. When
obliged to reprove, always speak gently,
kindly, and firmly. Keep his class-book
regularly. Be in his class five minutes
before the opening of the session, Study
the mental and spiritual condition of
each pupil, that he may help them in his
teaching. Remember that an ounce of
practice is worth a pound of advice.
Teach lovingly and faithfully for Jesus’
sake,

Things a Teacher Should Not Do : Ue
slang.  Preach instead of teach, Come
unprepared to the class. Neglect to pray
before coming to class. Be offended
when another is praised or preferred to
himself, Despair of any pupil’'s con-
version.  Neglect to visit the ill or the
absent. Use tobacco. Attend the
theatre. Dance. Countenance extrava-
gance in dress,
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Sunday School Work,

T HE Sunday Schoo] is impressing on
youthful minds the possibilities of
the future, |t surely fails in its

purpose if it does not send out into life’s

battle, soldiers with a purpose and an
aim. Why are there so many graduates
of the Sunday School who fail to measure
up to high standards of manhood and
womanhood ? Many reasons might be
given—but one seems to us, a leading
one.  We teach, but we do not make the
application till it touches the life,

Knowledge is given, but that is not power

unless the knowledge is crystallized into

character—and then it becomes a power,
How to Make Character and Power.—

When first the temperance folk began
their work, they aimed at reform. The
trophy was a reformed drunkard. Now
we seek to prevent the drunkard-making.
“ A little child shall leaqd them ” is our
motto. We believe that the sovereign
remedy for the drink evil is God's own
truth.  Side-by-side with the teaching of
the public school, “ Thus saith science,”
Wwe would put “Thus saith the Lord.”
The leadership of the Lord of Hosts is
the only power that will keep us per-
manently interested in any reform.
Through the Sunday School Wwe can reach
the large majority of the girls and boys
of our fair land, and we should early en-
list them in the King's temperance army,

The Pledge—A Purpose.—Why sign a
total abstinence pledg: ? asks a doubter,
Because it fs tne outward and visible sign
of an inward and spiritual grace of re-
solve, and without the latter especially,
one is more than likely to fail. It is
for our own safety and highest interests,
The nature of alcohol is such that to
tamper with it is dangerous, Its cumu-
lative power is that of a subtle poison that,
develops an appetite for itself and grows
by what it feeds upon.  Then alcohol
does not take only the weak ones—it is
1o respecter of persons, and ofttimes the
brainiest and brawniest of humanity are
its victims, Surely for our own well-
being we ought to purpose in our hearts
like David of old, that we will not be
defiled,

For Others.—It safety were assured us
in the use of the wine cup, what about
our brother ? Are We not our brother's
keeper 7 Paul's law of love, of living

for our weak brother ought to stimulate
us to self-denial, And it does in so many
lives, Pass the message through the
Sunday Schools 80 that all may live the
spirit of true brotherhood.—The Liber-
ator,

Methodist Magazine and Review
for August,

Special prominence jg given in this
number to Paris and its memories, A
handsomely illustrated article describes
the manifold beautjes of the gay capital.
Pastor Felix records the tragic history
of Chenier, the French poet of
Revolution, and Eugene Lyle recites the
extraordinary story of the Humbert
Swindle, “Amid Corean Hills " is a
graphic illustrated sketch of ga little-
known land. “The Discoverer of the
Great West,” anq “The Underground
Railway,” by the Editor, and * Canada’s
Destiny,” emphasize the interests of our
Own country.  Other articles of interest
are: "“A Study of Swinburne from his
Shorter Poems,” anq * Chinese Hatred of
Foreigners.”  Short sketches are given
of the Rev. Mark Guy Pearse and the
Hon. Cliffora Sifton, Our serial story,
and the poems on * London River” and
“The Little White Beggars " make up
good summer reading,

Toronto: William Briggs. Montreal:
C. W. Coates, Halifax: 8. F, Huestis.
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months.

Physical Exercises

For the beginners should be very simple
in character, Let al] rise together, turn
to the right and then to the left, once or
oftener, and then again be seated.

Have all rise and then ask the chil-
dren, “What may work for God?” Our
hands (stretch out), our feet (put one
foot forward), our heads (bow heads),
our eyes (point to eyes), our ears
(point), and our lips (point).

Bible exercise: Every child to hold the
Bible and hand it to the next child, alt
standing. Hand from left to right; have
each child turn gracefully to the left to
receive the Bible, then to the right to
hand it to the next child,

These exercises will be helpful also in
primary classes,
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How to Interest Sabbath Schools
in Missions,

BY REV. T. B. HYDE,

HERE is an implication in the sub-
ject assigned to me which I have
every reason to expect every

member of this convention will resent.
I think it is almost out of date to ask any
one to tell Sabbath School workers how
to interest Sabbath Schools in missions,
for every Sabbath School worthy of the
name is to-day interested in missions,
Mr. B. F. Jacobs has said that the Sab-
bath School that is not a missionary
worker is out of place, and, we might
add, out of date.

The way to interest a school in mis-
sions is to get a superintendent inter-
ested, If he is I believe the work is
going to go on. I do not know that
there is anything that is more stimulat-
ing and fascinating than modern mis-
sionary literature, If you want to get
boys interested just give them a chance
to read Dr. Chamberlain’s * In the Tiger
Jungle,” and if you think that the age
of miracles has passed you will have to
recast your thoughts and convictions. 1
wonder how many of you have not read
Dr. Paton’s autobiography, one of the
most thrilling, most inspiring, most fas-
cinating pair of volumes you can well
possess. A friend of mine down in
Massachusetts wanted to get up a mis-
sionary meeting, and in doing so desired
to interest a young lady in missionary
work, and went to the young lady and
said, “I wish you would read this
volume, make a little analysis, or a little
report of it, so that you will be able to
give us the effect in your words at our
missionary meeting we are going to have
at a certain time.” All that my friend
could do would not persuade that young
woman that the experiences through
which Dr. Paton went in the New
Hebrides were actual facts, though she
was in the habit of reading these out-
landish and outrageous productions of
the fertile authors we have in these
modern days. Take the lives of McKay,
Livingstone, and Dr. Allan Gardiner in
South America and put them into the
hands of a man who has not had the op-
portunity of seeing them or hearing them,
and my word for it, he will have some-

thing to say some time, somewhere, some-
how about foreign missions in the Sab-
hath Schools. I am supposing, of course,
you are in a place where you cannot get
a real, live missionary to go and give
the facts out of his own experience,
That is, perhaps, one of the best modern
means of interesting people in the work
of God.

Why is it we have not thought more
about China until recently ? Simply
because we disobeyed this command of
Christ to study geography. What do
you know about New Guinea ? Go and
look at your map and you will find New
Guinea is a big island north-east of
Australia. That is all most of us know
about it. What has God allowed there ?
He has allowed one of the greatest heroes
of modern missions, James Chalmers, to
be killed and devoured on that island in
order to call the attention of his Church
to this part of geography. What about
South America ? Oh, that terrible, dark,
black spot that you do not have to get
off dry land to get to. Beloved, let me
suggest to you that you obey this com-
mand of Jesus Christ, and learn this les-
son, that you study the field. The field
is the world. Lift up your eyes and
see it is white to the harvest. The late
Dr. Gordon, the greatest modern mis-
slonary pas‘or, sald one of the great in-
centives he had to missionary Interests
was a study of the map of the world.

In the 2nd chapter of Mark we have a
lesson of economy and the way Jesus
Christ teaches economy, to give things
away. In our day it does not sound
economical to give things away. Jesus
Christ knew better. He said if you want
to have you want to give. The man, the
Sabbath School, the Church that saves
its little life will lose it. He that
soweth sparingly will reap sparingly.
Jesus says the liberal soul shall be made
fat. Some of us are so lean that we
can walk through a door crack. Do not
be afraid of having some specific object
before you. Children are children, and
they are not interested in simply giving
their coppers and five-cent pieces to mis-
sions. Give them something definite and
specific, and you will be surprised how
the little children will take an interest
in it. A friend of mine is a missionary
superintendent, and that man has been
collecting and arranging for definite and
specific objects for which a contribution
should be given,.and the contributions
have gone up from five to ten dollars a
year to nearly two hundred dollars a
year to missions.
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The last thing is a lesson in Sympathy,
You will find in the last verse in the 9th
chapter of the Gospel of Matthew,
All these are imperative,
are not optional, they are not Jeft to us
as to whether or not we want to do them;
they are commands of the Sop of God
himself, and if we want to be interested
in missions we want in .ome way to
throw our hearts into them, we want to
stand in the place of these
women. and children who are out there,
take them into oup hearts and fellowship
and sympathy, anq bray God for them ;
and you and [
never have g
our prayers mean to these men ang
women who are working in these foreign
mission felds,

—

The Temperance Situation,

—

To the Editor of The Sun ay School
Banner ;

Dear Sir,—In responsq my request,

many of our pastors i
Ontario have sent me
Temperance ang Moral
mittees appointed by their respective
Official Boards, Ip Some instances the
question has been asked, “ What can the
committees do ?” | therefore desire to
make the following Suggestions :

First : They can interview the superin-
fendent and officers of our Sunday
Schools with the view of securing the
appointment of Sabbath School Temper-
ance Committees, anq the inauguration
of a pledge-signlng crusade among the
scholars of our schools,

Second ; They can look over the tem-
berance situation in their city, town, vil-
lage, or neighborbood, and determine
whether it is possible, by combining the
moral forces of the community, to secure
a reduction of the number of licenses
issued therein, Or, better still, take de-
cided steps toward the introduction of
a local option by-law into the municipal
council, and ijts submission to the people
for electoral, approval,

Third : They can arrange for periodical
temperance meetings, and the intelligent
discussion of this burning question, so
as to keep it continually before the atten-
tion of the people,

Fourth : They can devise and carry
out the most effective means of bringing
bressure to bear upon the members of the
Ontario Legislature, so ag te secure the
best possible results from the recent

Province of
names of the
Reform Com-

referendum voting during the
session of the House,

Nothing in the outcome of the recent
by-elections should

present

bitionists, but on account of local circum-
stances and Sympathies, anq because they
failed to nominate a candidate whose
record was acceptable to the prohiuition
electors,

Only those candidates who are personal
abstainers and whose record
vincing, can hope to win the support of
Prohibitionists who usually hold al-
legiance to the Opposing political party.

Many other suggestions are in my mind,
but they involve more work upon my
part than I can undertake unti] relieved
from the heavy work of g large pastorate,
If the brethren will accept these as an

instalment, and act upon them, great
good will result, Sincerely yours,
S. D. CHOWN.,
—
Under His Wing.

“ He shall cover thee with his feathers,
and under his wings shalt thou trust.”—
Psa, 91, 4,

Covered with feathers of mercy,
Covered with feathers of love,

Covered from al] that might harm me,
Safe till God calls me above,

Under his wings am 1 trusting,
Under his wings do | hide ;

Safe in this beautifu] shadow
Let me forever abide,

Here is my refuge and covert,
Under the wings of my God ;

Here am I peacefully resting,
Trusting his love in his rod,

Under the wings of his healing,
Under the wings of his might,
Keep me forever, dear Saviour,
Sheltered by day and by night,

—Anna Withrow, in the “‘Observer.”
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Against the Cigarette.

HE one hundred and fifty-four
teachers in the London, Ont.,
schools, including sixteen upon the

collegiate staff and the Principal, Mr.
Merchant, and Vice-Principal, Mr. Deer-
ness, of the Normal School, signed a
petition to the School Board asking that
the parents of the scholars be in some
way warned of the injury the cigarette
is doing.

W. Peterson, Principal McGill College,
Montreal, P.Q., says: * My personal ob-
servation would go to show that young
men such as we have in attendance at our
universities, are in danger of becoming
slaves to the practice of smoking so soon
as they begin to feel that at such ahd
guch an hour of the day (or night) they
must have their smoke,”

A deputation of physicians, principals
of schools, ministers, etc., waited upon
the City Council of Kingston, Ont., to
beg that something be done to guard the
children from the cigarette. The prin-
cipal of one public school said that of
his class of twenty-five boys all but ten
were cigarette users,

W. T. Kennedy, Principal Halifax
Academy, N.8,, says: “Of all forms of
tobacco the cigarette I regard as the
worst. It is the road to business failure
and moral ruin.,”

George N. Parkin, C.M.G., M.A., LL.D,,
late Principal of Upper Canada College,
Toronto, Ont., says: “I am much alive
to the harm, both physical and moral,
which is caused to boys by the use of
tobacco, and especially just now in the
form of the cigarette,”

James M. Palmer, Principal Mt. Alli-
son Academy and Commercial College,
Sackville, N.B.,, says: “ Having had an
opportunity of observiug the effects of
cigarette smoking upon growing boys, 1
have no hesitation in expressing my
strong conviction that no habit is doing
more than this to impair the young man-
hood of our country.”

J. R. Inch, Chief Superintendent Edu-
cation, Fredericton, N.B., says: “1 feel
it is a duty to co-operate in every way
possible with those who are endeavoring
to suppress a habit so detrimental to the
health and morals of the young, as that
of cigarette smoking.”

Rev. W. L. Shaw, LL.D., D.C.L., Chair-
man Council Public Instruction, Quebec,

says: “I sincerely trust the present
effort may be successful in diminishing
the terrible evils of the cigarette habit,
the appalling effects of which are mani-
fest everywhere.”

Jno. Mclntosh, B.A., of MeMaster Uni-
versity, Toronto, Ont., says : “I am glad
of this crusade against that abominable
man-destroyer, the cigarette, It begins
its destructive work in boyhood and there
shatters the only hope of manhood. That
it unfits for the stern duties of life is
abundantly testified to by scientific re-
search. We are glad to see that the
W. C. T. U. recognizes the importance of
the State guarding the innocent boys
from this cursed practice.”

Rev. Frank W. Gunsaulus, D.D., Presi-
dent of Armour Institute, Chicago, I11.,
says: “I do not believe there is an
agency more destructive of soul, mind
and boay, or more subversive of good
morals, than the cigarette. The fight
against the cigarette is a fight for civil-
ization : This is my judgment as an edu-
cator.”

Dr. Allison, President Mt. Allison Uni-
versity, Sackville, N.B., says: “ The evil
is, I fear, a growing one, and how suc-
cessfully to check it is one of the most
pressing moral problems of the hour.”

Six hundred Toronto teachers have
signed the petition to the Dominion Par-
liament for the prohibition of the manu-
facture, importation, and sale of the
cigarette,

The Toronto School Board was so im-
pressed with the headway the cigarette
habit was making in that city, they
threw open the schools to a lecturer on
this subject, permitting him to address
the pupils in school hours,

Mr. C. Ferrier, Principal Victoria In-
dustrial School, Mimico, says: * Boys
are not admitted here over 14 years of
age. The average age is 12 years. Fully
75 per cent. of all youths committed tc
my care are cigarette users, What 1
assert is that boys, who habitually in-
dulge in this habit, are treading in the
path that leads to a criminal life ; that
the great majority of those who commit
crimes are cigarette smokers. I in
variably observed that the cigarette fiend
is always untruthful and nearly always
dishonest. As a general rule, the cigar-
ette smoker is among the dullest in the
schoolroom.  His entire nature is ren-
dered sluggish so that it is an extremely
difficult matter to arouse any mental
activity. They remain like logs, utterly
sluggish and incapable,”
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ix

MEDICAL TESTIMONY, Labit.  Words are inadequate to de-
“ We should remember that there is al-  SCribe the misery anq the absolute degra-
Ways present in cigarettes, nicotine—g dﬂh‘&“ ror lhos’e youtus.l Pinched and
far more deadly poison than opium,” pal aces, cigarette-stained fingers, an
Many hundreds of Canadian physicians  Utter disregard for pbersonal appearance,
have signed the anti-cigarette petitions, Mind entfqbledb and unba;nnced—the
Heber Bishop, M.D., Boston, Mass., Sfﬁlp:\f}.-’faﬁl&g 0¥ DOW a physical and
says: “I have seen deaths from inhaling :
cigarettes and  persons incapacitated Cht,".‘.ef T. Moore,l M'D"h Lonidoin, Ogt"'
from business and made wrecks,” oo v 1 am strongly of the opinion tha
Five years ago the only son of a Cl8arette smoking is one of the worst
habi g
wealthy New Yorker died at twelve years bl:;,o::e“t,gid\]'i:t};fn {)(}_Uthl?tdet:ﬁ_u(;,:yﬂ:;':
4 % their w power, and n this way render-
;'l(x:):esélxl!;ldlfl:zf? the %’l']‘:}"lest“:ir‘;‘-'ellls"‘::ers Ing them more likely to hecoms victims
Jer! ¥, $ P of other habits,”
throughout with a deposit of nicotine, o
Dr. A. L. Monroe, Dean of Southwestern
Homeopathic College, says: * Cigarette- - " "
smoking boys are smaller in stature than a aneclo.r“Harui:;mn. of the Union Sa“'
others,  The heart becomes very weak (.,“snys. i’\ra road ICOIPDE.H}' n}lg taf
and irregular in its beat and incapable of Well go to the county lunatic asylum for
standing up to its work. The youthful ii“ 9“::"“”"51( as to continue to engage
cigarette smoker starts life sadly handi- Clgarette smokers,
(vaiped. One of the most serious resul‘s . };e(})‘xgﬁ Baumbof, ?uperln‘te.r‘ldent Lin-
of the cigarette habit is that it creates “f “tw“" S‘;”{-Ol" gl Mo.: * Under 'EO
a longing for stimulants and soon starts ~ ClICumstances w ¢ a man who
the whiskey habit.” sSmokes cigarettes, He is as dangerous
Dr, L. Bremer St. Louis, Mo says : on the front end of a motor as a man
“p v;'illhbroadly State that the l;;.)y who that drinks; in fact he is more danger-
i 2 . i ¥s cus.”
;T:;,l[‘;:n mtn?\'(;”:g ::grlm(llilr[:;k ;:mf&,?m;f A number of large telegraph and tele-
five, and wind up with cocaine and the p'hon;z comp?ms;s, nng bus(xlness h;)useis by
oSt voatine % the thousands, have barre out the cigar-
::\s't‘ of the narcotics at thirty and later ette smoker, ~ )
A series of questions sent by the On-
5 o= 4
tt:?illln?all“ltv.lni(sl l'fnmﬂrym "!s\\'zf::t Ulgmzlllli C:gne Since the agitation for the prohibition
of the youngest smoker in your locality 2" ﬂfel;‘g“;:;[:‘“’ amixé,x\"edart}:lesouti‘efeggégsg
The average reply was eight JOArs, Through editorx:)pand business mana, ers.
though some saiq seven or six, and one 8

THE BUSINESS WORLD,

THE PRESS,

five years, we have learned that, as a rule, these
.) $ » ; eémanate from cigarette manufacturers,
Dr. C. A Clinton says ; A clgarette ;g their insertion is paid for. Of such
!l‘end will lile and steal, just as a mor- tactics The New York Journal says :
hiane or opium flend will lie and steal.  «irpe Gigarette Trust gives employment
Cigarette smoking blunts the whole mora] = » g

to a large and resumably high-priced

nature, and"has an appalling effect upon literary iureau, \:')hose dutyylt. isstolijrove
the system, that the popular prejudice against cigar-
Robert C. Blain, M.D., Quebec, P.Q., ettes is unfounded, and that the products
fays: “The cigarette jg responsible for o the trust are really calculated, in the
wany a pale-faced, sickly boy in the City  highest degree, to promote the physical,
of Quebec. In this old Rock City the enta) ang moral health of the commun-
girls are ahead of the boys physically, jiy, Notwithstanding the lying adver-
and this is doubtless due to the tobacco tisements sown broadcast by this literary
habit, in which many of the boys indulge bureau, the fact remains that any young
very early.” man attempting to secure employment
A. R. Griffith, M.D., Montreal, P.Q., with the Journal would find his chances
fays: “I believe legislation should be reduced to thirty per cent, if he smoked
enacted prohibiting the sale of cigarettes, cigarettes, and his chances of keeping

It as been my misfortune to treat, pro- hig Job would decline by another thirty
fessionally, a number of growing boys per cent. if he continued to smoke them
Who were afflicted with the cigarette

after he got it, Jigarette smoking
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clouds the brain and saps the nerves.
Nobody ever regretted letting it alone,
but a good many people have regretted
beginning it.”

The Advertiser, London, Ont., says:
“ The great majority of smokers will join
heartily with non-smokers in supporting
the movement for the prohibition of the
cigarette. The boys are not far out in
nick-naming the little tubes * dopes”
and “ coffin-nails.”

The News, London, Ont,, says: * The
cigarette is useless, and is a curse to
society. It saps the energy of the man
or boy who acquires the habit, and ren-
ders a mere booby what should otherwise
be a brilliant mind.”

The Advance, McLeod, N.W.T., says:
“ Young lads, even of very immature age,
have become slaves to " the habit. It
seems to us that this is a case where
desperate diseases call for desperate
remedies,”

The Post, Leamington, Ont., says: “ One
of the worst, possibly the most deadly
of modern vices, to which the boys and
many of the young men of to-day are
addicted, and which is ruining thousands
every year, is the cigarette habit. No
language can be too strong in denouncing
the habit. It is a terrible evil, and the
sooner the strong arm of the law can be
invoked in destroying it the better,”

The Union Standard, Owen Sound, Ont.,
says : “It is a startling fact, that there
are 300 boys in Owen Sound under eigh-
teen addicted to the cigarette habit, and
the evil is growing. The ‘ coffin tacks’
are usually obtained through the agency
of some older person who is either
thoughtless or unprincipled.”

The Post, Sarnia, Ont., says: * The
wealth of the few who traffic in it, and
who have made their millions from its
sale, is as nothing compared with the
ruin it brings to the teeming millions of
our country who are brought under its

baneful influence, and without bringing
undue hardship to anyone, let the evil
be stamped out at the earliest possible
date.”

We are Saved to Serve.
-
BY LLEWELLYN A. MORRISON,
—

'Twas the Lord’s design when he came to
earth,

And all Heaven rejoiced at his lowly
birth,—

For he left the brightness of heavenly
bliss

To minister in a world like this ;

Though its sphere be small and of minor
note,

And its circling orbit in space remote,

Yet the worth of man allur'd him to
come

And make it his dwelling, delight and
home—

He put off the glory he had above

And emptied his nature of all but love—-

Coming down to the lowest servant's
place.

With a heart brimful of redeeming grace:

Wherefore God hath given him high
acclaim

And a Name above every other name.

He was humbly born and * bone of our

bone,
His life was the sweetest the world hath
known ;
He assumed our nature, its griefs to
share,
And ever the likeness of man will bear ;
He was bruis’d and broken by hate and
bane,
And bare our burdens of woe and pain ;
He carried our sorrows,—
None served so kind,
Loving or gentle or so refined ;
He succor'd th’ weary and solac'd the
sad,
Making the frail and the friendless glad ;
He weigh'd our emptiness, want and loss,
And purg'd our sins on the bitter cross :
Wherefore God hath given him high
acclaim
And a Name above every other name.

We are saved to serve : it is God's great
plan

As revealed by him who was “Son of
man "';

So we freely serve him,

The One who saves,

As the river serveth the shore it laves,

And our human service pure gladness
yields

When ’tis like showers serving the new-
mown fields,

Or sunbeams bright'ning the pearly hills

Where the crystal dew in the night distils,

Or the balmy zephyrs that kiss the face—

Holding the life in a lov’d embrace :

In sky, earth, ocean, or Heaven, serene,

The serving servants are all unseen,—

Wherefore Christ, the greatest, hath high
acclaim

And a Name above every other name,

Toronto, 1902,
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Trained Teachers,

—_

NOTW[THSTANDING the fact that
we have many thoroughly devoted
and capable Sunday School work-

ers who deserve al] praise for their self-
sacrificing effort, there is a very general
feeling that a great and pressing need is
for more thoroughly traineq teachers and
officers, and the question is how these
skilled workers can be secured,

Doubtless in almost every community
there is a very considerable number who,
with a little training, would make very
competent teachers, but they do not have
the requisite training, and some way
should at once be provided that they may
receive it. That the opportunity has not
been afforded and the work has not been
done is to be regretted, but we should
be encouraged by the fact that the work
luay yet be done,

If the Sunday Schools, generally speak-
ing, in the course of recent years, had
been doing thorough work in the matter
of instruction there ought to be no diffi-

o-day in finding persong with at

ufficient Bible preparation for the

work of teaching, The very fact that
in many places these biblically instructed

Ot exist in sufficient numbers
nust be regarded as indicative of the de-
fective work that has been done in the
average school,

If the Sunday School did the work that
it ought to, any ordinary person who has
passed through the different grades of
the school and attained the age of
'wenty-one to twenty-five ought to be able
to take a class of young scholars and
satisfactorily instrucf them in the lessons
of the Uniform Series,

We may regret these conditions, but
mere regret is not
something is done
remedy there will be no improvement
and things wilj 80 on just as they have
leen going.

time to time ma

gone into the ran

Cers, or have hel S ready to
render service of that character ; go that
to-day in connection with thig school
there is a surplug of easily one hundred
and fifty graduates of the normal depart-

of prepared persons who
are in waiting, What has been done in
one instance may he done in other cases,
and it is certainly within the possibilities
that any and every church may, if it will
pursue the training method, have more
than enough prepared persons to occupy
all these positions, The Sunday Schools
should organize classes at once—g, S.
Journal,

—

The Children’s Comforter,

—

The Rev, Bishop John H. Vincent, in
his tract on “The Pastor and the Little
Children,” thus speaks of the province of
& pastor as a comforter of little chil-
dren:

The pastor should * comfort " these
little ones in the midst of their dijs.
Little waves are
as big w.
Never laugh at children’s
SOrrows. To them life is full of mystery;
and sometimes of misery. Parents are
not always patient, They are sometimes
needlessly severe, | have known parents
to be cruel, Many a little soul is blighted
by roughness and tyranny,
less a little child is in the presence of
father or mother who has “ authority ”
and who has no self-control!  What
stories of sorrow thege children could
tell if they only dared to do so! Now,
the minister should be their best friend.
He should

their daily lives at home. And he should
comfort children, ang encourage them
to be obedient and thoughtful and rever-
ent. The very sight of such a minister
as he passes the houge puts a beautiful
light into the eyes of the children of hijs
chureh!

We need more child-loving, wise, gen-
tle, diligent, anq faithful teaching
Dastors.
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Facts from Bible Lands.

BY BISHOP E. B. KEPHART, D.D,

O the student of history, and
T especially of Biblical history,
is  the revelation of the
buried past, now being disclosed from
the monuments in the valleys of the
Nile, the Euphrates, and the Tigris, most
interesting. What honest men want, and

all men need, is the truth, and not their
vague theories verified. Just what the
graves of buried nations will yet further
“give up” of their wealth of information,
s an unsolved problem. Thus far their
revelations have been highly appreciated
by all truth-seekers of all schools, and
especially most gratifying to all Bible
students. Not only a few, but many, of
the historic statements made both by
Moses and the prophets have been forever
settled as true by the records already
exhumed, and the facts stated on the
monuments.

The ‘“sojourn” of the Hebrews in
Egypt, and their * journeyings in the
wilderness,” have often been a subject
of criticism and doubt among irreligious
men. But at present the subject is gener-
ally conceded by well-informed men of
all the schools to be settled. The “treas-
ure cities,” Pithom and Rameses, in the
land of Goshen, Egypt, have been ex-
humed. These cities the Hebrews were
building at the time they had to furnish
“their own straw” for the brick-making.
M. Neville, the explorer in Egypt, has
excavated these cities, and even dis-
covered the identical * treasure cham-
bers.” The walls, and partition walls,
are from eight to ten feet thick, and from
a certain line upward are built of bricks
without straw, which is strongly suggest-
ive when contrasted with the account of
the reconstruction by Moses, the Hebrew.
These excavations and discoveries are
made among the large mounds which are
known by the name Tel-el-Moskhuta,
near Tel-el-Kebir. On these bricks is the
name of Rameses II.,, who doubtless was
the Pharaoh “who knew mnot Joseph.”
The old city was enclosed with a wall,
in thickness twenty-two feet, and the
enclosure is a fraction less than seven
hundred feet square, in which these
treasure chambers are. Not from Gosh-
en, but from Succoth, Israel took up her
line of march to the sea and into the
wilderness. Pithom—Egyptian, Pa-Tum,

“city of the setting sun,”—had two
names. Succoth was its civil name, and
Pa-Tum its religious name. This fact
removes the stone at which many critics
were wont to stumble. These old “bricks
without straw” tell their own story and
make plain the story of Moses.

Charcoal wi!l not rot, and ashes do not
soon decay. If Moses spent forty years
in the wilderness with a nation of not
less than two millions, all told, some
traces of their old camp-fires surely would
remain and mark their wanderings. At
least, some of their graves might remain,
for a whole generation died in the wil-
derness. In Israel's direct line of march
from Egypt to Palestine are what the
Arabs call “Turbet es Yahond,” the
graves of the Jews. And, says the emin-
ent Dean Stanley, “ These rude burial
grounds, with the many nameless head-
stones, found in the wilderness of wan-
dering, far away from human habjtation,
are such as the host of Israel must have
left behind them at the different stages
of their progress.” This same writer
speaks of some of the inscriptions carved
on the rocks in the Sinaitic Peninsula,
and says, “ They are among the oldest
hieroglyphics in the world,” and Cosmos,
the Indian traveler in the fifth century,
mentions inscriptions on these rocks,
“written in carved Hebrew characters.”
Dr. Bartlett says, “I discovered in the
desert of wanderings numerous ash-beds,
and some with charcoal in them.”
“These mounds,” says another, ‘are
found for miles around, generally small
inclosures of stones, the largest about
twelve feet in diameter, evidently the
remains of a large encampment, and on
digging we found charcoal in great
abundance.” In the same region has
been found an oval with the name of
Joseph, the Hebrew, inscribed upon it.
God has not left his people without a
witness to all these facts. These inves-
tigations will continue, and the literature
of extinct races and nations buried in
ruins for ages, will be exhumed and tell
its story of the forgotten past, verifying
the historic statements of the Book, until
every mouth shall be stopped.

A Serious Question,

The well-known English magazine,
Sunday at Home, awhile ago made pub-
lic request for essays on “The decrease
of Sunday School scholars,” and re-
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ceived more than one hundred ang His Mothes’s Translatiou.
twenty replies “from all parts of the

kingdom and eve % ——
When there are so many versions of
the Bible it will be appropriate to reeall

an incident givep in Forwarq:

In a Bible ¢
was tellj

Decline of Spiritual life jp the
churches; decrease of reverence for the young men,
Lord’s Day, and increase of Sunday  frienq about {t,
amusements, “I think | prefer the King James Ver-
Decrease of parental authority; and sion for My part,” he sajq “though, of
barental indifference,
Defective or careless teaching; failure
to distinguish between Preaching ang %
teaching; too much teaching about the Otff;" versio?l. _h;emsa.ld.
Bible, and too little of the Bible itself, Ut mother's?™ crieq the gy young
Lack of discipline in the Sunday man, thinking hig companion haq sud-
2. g ] l A wr
School; “the greatest fault ip present ;"(;:d};"gone HERaY What do you Iean,
day Sunday Schools, I mean that my mother has traps-
language of daily
Ver since I wag old enough
by inferior teachers on Sunday, to understanq it,"” said Freq, “She trans.

Under the heaq of “Suggestions as to lates it straight, too, und gives its fy)]
possible lmprovemems," we quote a few meaning. There has never been any o).
that are already being worked on our scurity about hep vision, Her everyday
side of the ocean: life is a translatio d’s Word that

Training classes for teachers, :o:;?d“d ““t“ read, Saint Jerome

Personal Visitation of scholars anq =
their parents,

More care in providing anq selecting
suitable librarjes, ' T " tul

h ) i ening and clog. WVas a true tribute and a beautify
m;‘z;‘;rﬁ?sre':ty 0 the opening one, and it startg g vital train of re.

Greater w.atchfulness over scholars flection. It gnoyyq rouse not only alf
who leave; need of a “transfer systom » Christian mothers, but g other Chris-

The question of prizes needs careful
consideration,
Week evening instruction and amuse-
ment in connection with the school, means through oyp transla
Necessity fop more combination; each daily deeds, or wi]] We obscure anq fals-
. 30! ify it? Suppose that We come in contact
S
‘t‘?:bn ‘0 have iis  own Sunday  School With those who do not know nor reaq the
(‘r:eater interest on the part of i ble—wil} or Yersion b
d they must remember apq revere it ip
Isters and members of the churches, Spite of themselyes 7 Or will they say,
Better schoo) Premises, and rightly, that, if that g what Chris.
cases, tianity means, they can go very well with-
;oout it? What kind of translation is oup
a S translation to-day? N We not make a

¢rowded hal), truer and ¢ oapep one, beginning with to-
close, is g common experience, morrow ?

Improveq education in day schools, lated the Bible into the
which “makeg children less easily taught life for me e




Recovering from Vacation,
BY REV. G, WALTER FISKE.

OW best to recover from the in-
terruption of the summer vaca-
tion is the problem confronting

many schools just now. This is the
danger-time in Sunday School work.
That class of young men t held to-
gether so well the past year, until the
summer came,—will they be found in
their places when the school opens again,
cr will they yield to the tendency to
* graduate "’ because they are * too old "?
Those few teachers, too, whose en-
thusiasm lagged a little during June and
July,—will they feel it necessary to drop
their classes now ? What can you do
to revive their interest ? Teachers, like
clocks, run down periodically, and need
the encouragement of some one who
holds the key!

These and similar questions occur to
superintendents and pastors as they
think of their scattered schools and
dread the convalescent montkL of Septem-
ber, in which the slow work of recovery
is somehow annually accomplished. So
far as really effective work goes, this
month is usually wasted. Why ? Simply
because matters are allowed to take their
own course, The annual Rally Sunday
is observed the last week in September,
and all enthusiasm is bottled up until
then ! It is far better not to wait for a
mechanical rally, but to begin at the
beginning and rally immediately after
vacation, Send a postal card to every
wember of your school, reminding him
that the vacation is over ; that the Sun-
day School meets again for business
September 7, and that he is expected and
urged to be present. The expense will
be slight ; increased contributions will
pay for it in a single session, and actual
results justify the plan. The effort is
surely worth while,

It is even more necessary to secure the
attendance of the teachers. The super-
intendent should learn, by personal in-
terview or correspondence, just what
teachers may be depended upon for that
first Sunday and what classes will need
substitutes. On that critical day every
class should be provided for, without

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNEK,

fail. If those boys come and find their
teacher absent, no excuse will satisfy ;
they will take it as a sure sign of lack
of interest in the class; you will coax
for a month to get them back again, and
even then there will be vacant chairs.

Two effects must be secured at orce :
the revived interest of the pupils and the
rekindled loyalty of the teachers. The
latter may be the more difficult; it is
surely first in importance. Let those
loyal souls who do such royal service
with their classes year after year know
that they are warmly appreciated, En-
courage and commend them both pri-
vately and publicly. But even under
‘he best circumstances, vacancies among
the teachers will have to be filled at this
time, owing to natural changes in the
parish. This may require a reorganiza-
tion of the teaching force,—drawing
upon the substitute list for regular
teachers, and filling the ranks of the sub-
stitutes by careful selection, supple-
mented by tactful urging. All this
should be planned before September., An
excellent plan to stimulate the esprit de
corps is to call together the working
force of the school,—officers, teachers,
and substitutes,—to discuss working
plans for the .new campaign, and then
follow the conference with a genuine
“social.”  Such recognition of the Sun-
day School workers as a body deepens the
feeling of comradeship and emphasizes
the important work of teaching. A quar-
terly social conference of this nature is
of great value in promoting mutual
friendship and stimulating the conse-
crated interest of workers. Surely there
is no better time in the year for this than
just now when a new stimulus is most
needed.

The *fall opening” of the school
should be a hearty, lively session, with
an enthusiastic praise service and a
cheery welcome from the superintendent.
Then let the pastor briefly unfold the
plans for the next quarter, in such an
attractive way as to arouse the interest
of the whole school. Let the spirit be
hopeful and even aggressive. There's
rothing like aggressiveness to counter-
act s=igns of lagging interest, It took
cnly one Sheridan to turn back a retreat-
ing army. In this first session of the
school in September the spirit of success
must be infused into everything. The
impression must be made on every boy
and girl that that Sunday School is
thoroughly wide-awake, even after its
summer sleep, and that it is bound to be
a bigger success than ever, and that they
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cannot afford to migg it.  Accomplish Better clags teaching, 3, Better disci-
this at your fall opening, and you won't pline, 4, A higher bercentage of attend-
need to observe Rally Sunday three

weeks later to round up the stragglers, ¢, Larger missionary offerings, 7, Better
They will come anyhow, Try the plan methods fop raising money for the sup-
of keeping for g few weeks a “ Ro) of  port of oup school,

Re-enlisted Classes,” [f any classes are The Superintendent should announce
perfect in attendance the first Sunday, that one of these topics ig to be consid-
start his honor list on the blackboard ered at each of the monthly meetings for
with them ; then as fast as any class Séven months to come Then let him pre-
can show that al] of their former mem- bare a four-page circular to pe sent to
bers have “ reporteq for duty,” add thejr every worker in the Bible school, The
class name to the list.  Follow up this  fipgy Page may be taken up with a lettep
plan with some definite broposition about Somewhat in this fopm:

new members anqd arouse the rivalry of

Xxv

school.

Grace Bible School, Marcn 1, 1902,

Such plans as thege Will secure a rapid My Dear Friend,—I know that you de-
‘“recovery from vacation.,” The dreaded sire with me to keep Grace what it long
convalescent period wil be joyfully has been, a mode] school.  We wigh not
brief.  Tnep with restored numbers and only to bring scholars into the school, to
rekindled interest and reconsecrated hold them there and to instruct them,
teachers the school Will be ready for a but we desire to see more conversions
steady winter’s work in Bible study and

I and more Christly living by our members,
character forming.—Pilgrim Teacher, How shall thege things he accomplished ?
Will you brayerfully consider the follow-

— i

, 3 ., to them?
Preparing for the Teachers Meeting, A free expression of

!s urged, and.\\'ill be st
it diffen) " if you so desire,
Some find it difficy t to have a success- Yours sincerely
¢ y.
1 hers’ meeting, but it ought to be
su! Leachers’ meeting . A H. McKinney,
Superlntmuh-nl.

individual opinion
rictly confidential,

meeting both pleasant and profitable, On
this matter the Rev. A, H. McKinney,

D.D., contributes the following: fag‘m‘: T;]‘:I'l'do"o'"am these questions;

ur school do more ¢ffec.
There are two classes of persong who  tive spiritual work?

‘an see little value in the ordinary meet- 2. How shall we secure better clags

ing of Bible-school workers for the tran- teaching?

saction of business, These are they who 3. How shal] we have better discipline

are well up in business methods and those  in our school?

Who know little or nothing about them, 4. How shall we rajse ouy bercentage of

The former have no patience with a  attendance?

meeting in which 80 much time ig frit- 5. How shal] we hold our older pupils?

tered away in reaching such trivial re- 6. How shal) we increase our “mission-

sults; the latter, not understanding what ary offerings”?

all the fuss is about, are dreadfully horeq, 7. How shall we raise money for the
little preparation beforehand woulq Support of our schoo]?

esult in a meeting that would draw out 8. What s

uggestions have You to make
the sympathies ang the earnest efforts in regard to

anything that wiyn increase

of the business man, While it would prove the efficiency of oup school ?

interesting anq profitable to thoge who B.—Please answer on the blank

usually become enthusiastic only when pages of this  paper, numbering youy

Some one says, “Mr, Superlntendem’ 1 vith the questions,

move that we adjourn.” and mail to me, and oblige
Let the cabinet of the school get to-

gether and consider carefully what points A H. McKinney.
Pages 3 anq 4 should be Jeft blank for

Will suppose that the fol-  the answers, b

As soon as the replies come in the

Superintendent shoulq classify and anal.
More effective spiritual work, 2. yze all the answers to question 1, write
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out a brief summary of them, and pre-
sent this summary to his cabinet for dis-
cussion. The result of this discussion
should be a number of recommendations
to the teachers’ meeting in reference to
those matters suggested by the answers.
Everyone having given previous thought
to the subject is prepared to act intelli-
gently. Hence the business will be dis-
patched quickly and the school benefited
greatly.

The answers to questions 2 to 7 in-
clugive should be treated in the same
way.

The suggestions made in answer to ques-
tion 8 will furnish the cabinet with sub-
jects for another series of meetings to
be held later on.

The time has come for a more general
use of the Teachers’ Meeting, and there-
fore the importance of a comparison of
views.—S8. 8. Journal.

“Who calls thy glorious service hard ?
Who deems it not its own reward ?
Who, for its trials, counts it less
A cause of praise and thankfulness ?

“ And own the grateful service whence
Comes day by day the recompense;
The hope, the trust, the purpose stayed,
The fountain and the noonday shade.

“ And were this life the utmost span,
The only aim and end of man,
Better the toil of fields like these
Than waking dreams and slothful ease.”

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS—THIRD QUARTER,

from 8 | to Sol

Studies in the Old T

Lesson 1. July 5—IsRAEL AsKkiNG ForR A Kina,
18am, 8: 1-10, Study vs. 1-22. Commit vs. 4-7, (Read
Deut. 17 : 14-20 ; 1 8am, chs. 4-8.) GoLoks Texr: 1 Sam,
7:3, Prepare )our hearts unto the Lord, and serve

huu only
July 12.—8avL Cunosex Kixe. 1 Sam, 10: 17-27,
Cummll v, 24, 25. (Read § Sam, chs, 9, 10.) Goupex
Texr: Is. 83: 22. The Lord is our King ; he will save
July 19, —~SAMURL'S FAREWELL ADDRESS, 1 Sam. 12:
Study vs. 1.25. Commit vx. 23-25, (Read | Sam.
<l 11, 12.) Guupes Texr: 1 Sam, 1 4. Only fear
the Lnrd and serve him in truth with our heart.
luly 20,—8AUL REJECTED A8 KiNG, lsnm 15:

13-23,
Stud) v8, 10-31. Commit vs. 20 Read 1 S8am, chs.
18-15,) Gouoes Text: 1 8am. 16: 22, To obey is better
thuu sucrifice.

5. Aug. 2. SamurL Axoists Davip, 1 Sam, 16: 4-13,
Study ve, 1-13. Commit ve. 11, 13, (Read the chapter.)
Gowkx Text: 1 Sam. 16, 7, Man looketh on the out-
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the h ‘art,

6. Aug. 9.—Davio AND Gouiati, 1 Sam.
Btudy vs. 82-54, Commit vs, 45-47, (Read lhe chapter ;
also 1 Chron. 11: 10-14,) GouprN Text: Rom. 8: 31.
1t God be for us who can be against us?

Lesson 7. Aug. 16.—Savn Tries 10 Kinn DA\'lh.
1 Snm 18: 5-16. Commit vs. 12-14. GoLpeN Texr: Ps,

: 1. God is our refuge and strength ; a very present
help in trouble.

8. Aug, 23.—DAVID AND JONATHAN. 1Sam. 20: 23,
Study vs. 1-42, Commit vs. 14-17. (Read 1 Sam. 18 ; also
2 Sam, 9.) Goupex Texr: Prov, 18: 24, Thrre is a
(riend that sticketh closer than a brother,

9. Aug. 30,—DAvID SPARES SAuL. 1 Sam. 20;
21-26, Study vs. 1-25, Commit v. 21. (Read 1 Sa;
chs, 2125, GoupeN Texr: Luke 6: 27, Love your
enamln, do good to them which hate you.

Sepn 6.—DEATH OF SAUL AND JONATHAN. 1 Sam.

1 L‘ommul '8, 6, 7. GoLDEN Texr: Prov 14: 12
’lhere h a way whis : seemeth right unto a man, but the
end thereof are the ways of death,

11. Sept, 13,—Davib Becomes Kixa, 2 Sam, 2: 1.10.
Study va. 111 nnd 5: 1-10. Commit vs, 1.3, GOLDEN
Texr: Ps. 153: Behold how good and pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity.

2, . 20, —ABSTINENCK FROM o (A Temperance
Lenon) 1 Pet. 4: 1-11, Commit vs. 1,2, Goubes Text
Eph.6: 18, Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess,

13. Sept. 27.—Review. (Read Ps. 8, 19, 27.) GoLpex
Tuxr: Ps, 27: 1. The lord is my light "and my salvation,

ORDER OF SERVICES-THIRD QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE,

I. Stuexce.
11. REsroNsSIVE SENTENGES,
. Bul I trusted in thee, O Loro :
0oL, 1 said, Thou art my God

spr. My times are in thy hand:
Scnoou. Deliver me from the hand of mine ene-
mies, and from them that persecute me.
Make thy face to shine upon thy servant :

Psa. 31. 14-19.)

Sver.

ScHoon, Save me for thy mercies’ sake,

Surr.  Let me not be Ilhlllled o Lo:b for 1
have called uj

Scnoou. Let the wicked be uhnmed and let them
be silent in the grave,

Surer, Let the lying lips be put to silence ;

Scioou, Which speak grievous thmxu pmunll) and

ly against the

Surr.  Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou
hast laid up for them that fear thee ;

Scnoon. Which thou hast wrought for them that
trust in thee before the sons of men !

111. SixaINo.

1V. Tue TeN COMMANDMENTS, OR THE APOSTLES' CREED.

V. Praveg, followed by the Lord’s Prayer in concert,
VL SiNaiNe,
LESSON SERVICE,
1. CLAsS STUDY OF THE L+880N.
11, SixciNe LrssoN HymMx.
111, ReciraTioN o TR TiTLe AND GoupeN Text by the
school in concert,
1V. REVIEW AND APPLICATION OF THE Lrssox by Pastor or

Superintendent,
V. ADDITIONAL Llss(w alecn\l lesson ln l.he Chnnh
C: may here he

VI, ANNOUNCEMENTS [especially of the C| hunh service and
the l-‘.|-vmrv,h League and week-evening
prayer meetin

CLOSING SERVICE,

1. SiNeING,
11, RESPONSIVE SENTENCES, ll’u 27. 11, 14.)
Supr,  Teach me thy way, O Lorp,

gcnoow. And lead me in
mine enemies,

Sver. Wait on the Lorp : be of good courage,

sauool.. And he shall strengthen thine heart :
Wait, 1 say, on the Lorp,

plun palh because of

Sepu.
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'nnternational Bible Lessons,

THIRD QUARTER; STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT,

LESSON X, Death of Sayl and Jonathan, [Sept. 6,

GOLDEN TEXT., There is a way which seemeth right unto 2 man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death, Prov. 14, 12,

Avrnorizep VERsioN, Revisep VErsion, *

[Read 1 Sam, -31; also 2 Sam, 1] I Now the Philistines fought against Israel ;

1 8am, 31, 1-13, [ Commit tomemory versests, %) u_ml‘ the men of Isrye] fled from before the .l'hi-
listines, and fell down glaip in mount Giboa,
1 Now the Phi-lis'tines fouglt against Is'ra. o And the Philistines followed harq upon Saul
o il'll‘:‘i‘-li:’l;‘iu:.:‘"ux(n'(i fll:]llA(Il‘ll).:\'l]"l:l'ili'l:‘oi':.: lll':;)fl"'l';‘[' and upon his Sous; and the Philistipes slew
(.‘xl—lm’tl. Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Mnlvhi»shuu. the
2 And the Phi-lis'tines followed harq Upon  8ons of Maul, 3 Ang the Dattle went sore
Saul and upon his sons; and the I’hi~li.~"£ixn-;a against Saul, and the archers overtook him;
""l‘l‘)' 'l::::"l‘.g':::l'”""d A-bin‘a-dab, aud Mel'chi- and he wag greatly distresseq by reason of the
'. And the battle went sore against Saul, apq  Archers, 4 Thep said Saul to hig armor-bearer,
:h:‘ archers hit him; and he was sore wounded Draw thy sword, and thrust me through there-
of the archers, with, lest these unejp 1mcised come and thrust
4 Then d Saul unto s armor-bearer, e through, ang abuse me, But pis armor-
Draw thy voand thrust me through thepe. bearer would not; for he wag sore afraijd,
with: lest these nncircumeised come ard thrust Therefore Saul took his sword, and fell upon jt,
:‘"“,”'”""\'ﬁﬂm'"":‘ln '..”",'»:(l: ','::," “.,II‘,:”NIII',_': ;:f:"lll"'l 5 And when his armor-bearer gaw that Saul
Therefore Sau) took a sword, and fell upor, i, was dead, he likewijse fell upon his sword, and
5 And when his armor-bearer saw that Saul  died with him, G So Saul dieq, and his three
was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and sons, and lis armor-bearer, anq all hig men,
died ‘.‘""'. him, 3 ’ ; that same day together,
e, S L o g 020 ety o, faael hat wer on
together, ' t the other side of the valley, ang they that were
7 And when the men of Is'ra-el that W08 o beyond the Jordan, saw _lh:n the men of Israel
the other side of the yallev, and they that were  fled, and that Say) and his sons were dead, they
on the other side of Jor'dan, saw that the men forsook the cities, and fled; and the Philistines
of Is'ra-e] fled, and that Saul and his SOns were came and dwelt jn them. 8 Apg it came to
i"h‘:'—,liel’:'i'n‘}‘n"s":-l:.:::;("ku'n':i. l‘].\l\!dl'.“.i:]l";lhlt{:;l.l; and the Pass on the morroy, when the Philistines came
8 And it came to DS on the morroy, when ".‘ sirip the slain, ”!m tiny fm.""' Saul and
the Phi-listines came to strip the slain, that his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa, 9 And
they found Say] and his three sons fallen iy they cut off his head, and stripped off hig armor,
mount Gil-bo'a, and sent into the land of the Philistines round
9 And they cut off his heaq, and stripped off abent, to carry the tidings unto the house of
his armor, and sent into {he land of the P their idols, and to the people, 10 And they
""r‘ ;l’;l.l; 'l:":.']’l"l ‘;”Il"‘;”::'m:"l’”!";"'ll‘f";'"_":m'l’_‘. the house put his armor in the house of the Ashtaroth ;
10 And they wnt his armor in the house of i bn(l_.\' 4 t.hn wall of Beth.
‘\‘“,“"_M”“ lind' they 'fnsl(\m'd his body to the Shan. 11 And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-
Wall of Beth'-shan, 8 gilead heard concerning him that Which the
11 And when fhe inhabitants of Ta'besh-gi.  Philistines had done to Saul, 12 all the valiant
20 heard of that which the Phi-lis'tines had  men arose, and went all night, and took the
one to Saul; —

*The Reviged Venlon, ight y
12 ANl the valiant men arose, and went gJ) &8s, " SRTTENS 1001, by Thomas e




858 SUNDAY
m-']n and took the body of Saul and the hodies
f his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and
(unu» to Ja'besh, and burnt them there.
13 And they took their bones, and buried
them under a tree at Ja'besh, and fasted seven
days.

SCHOOL B

NNER. "Sant ¢
body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from
the wall of Beth'shan; and they came to Ja
besh, and burnt them there. 13 And they took
their bones, and buried them under the tama
risk tree in Jabesh, and fasted seven days,

Usher's
Beth-

according to

Time.—B. C. 1056,
Gilboa, Jezreel,

chronology. Places.—
shan, Jabesh-gilead,
Home Readings.

Saul and Jonathan,

M. Death of & 1 Sam.

1-13.
T'u. The sin of Saul,
W. The messenger's

1 Chron, 10. 6-14.
tory., 2 Sam. 1. 1-12,
2 Sam, 1, 17-27,

F. Imn\]nnuul certain, Eecles, 8, 6-13,
8. Fate of the wicked. Psa. 37, 7-17.

8. The two ways., DIsa, 1

Lesson Hymns,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 98,
Depth of mercy, can there be

Merey still reserved for me?

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 100,
With broken heart and contrite sigh,
A trembling sinner, Lord, I cry.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 106.
Pass me not, O gentle Saviour,
Hear my humble cry.

Questions for Senior Scholars.

1. Saul's Death (v, 1-6),—~Where did the
battle of this lesson take place? Why was Saul
singled out? How many sons of Saul were
with him? What weapons wounded him? Why
did he prefer to die at the hands of his own
armor-bearer? Why did the armor-hearer re-
fuse to take his life? What did he fear? What
was his special duty and charge? Why did the
armor-hearer take his own life?

2. The Shrinking of Isracl (v, T).—What
" effect had Saul's death on Israel? What had
Saul accomplished for his country by his reign?
For how many years had there been almost con-
tinual war between Tsrael and the Philistines?
What was the effect of this battle upon the
political condition of the kingdom?

3. Indignity to Saul's Memory (v. 810).—
How was Saul's identity discovered? Why did
the Philistines cut off his head? What use did
they make of it? Were they more or less bar-
barous than other nations in that day?

4. Honor to Naul's Memory (v. 11-13).
What did the men of Jabesh-gilead do? Did
they live near to Beth-shan? What prompted
their act? What shows the sincerity of their
sorrow?  What was the final resting-place of
the bones of Saul and his sons? The fulfill
ment of what tribute is shown in 2 Sam. 21,
12-147  What beautiful tribute did David pay
to the memory of Saul and his son?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars.

1. Defeat and Death of Saul (v, 1-6).—
Where was the battle fought? What had Saul
done the night before? What sons of Saul
What caused Saul to despair?
Who perished with him that

were slain?
How did he die?
day?

2. The Exultation of the Philistines(v. T
—What effect did the victory of the I'h
have upon the Israelites? What did the victors
do next da What was done to Saul's body?
Where was the news published? What deity
was specially honored?

8. A Deed of Grateful Heroism (v, 11-13).
—What people heard of the dishonor done to
Saul? What cause had they for gratitude to
him? What brave thing did they do? What
honor did they show to Sanl?

Questions for Younger Scholars.

Where had David gone to live? What had their
king given him? Could Saul trouble him there?
What people did he gain a great victory over?
What had the Amalekites done? Burned Ziklag
and stolen the women and children. What had
Saul become? Whom did he go to see? What
kind of words did he hear? What happened
What people came against Is
Saul's three sons? Was Jon-
athan one of them? What was the end of
Saul? What man was faithful to him? What
did David do? How did he feel about Saul?
What were his words about Jonathan?

him then?
What became of §

A Review in Six Questions,

1. What caused the death of Saul? Defeat
by the Philistines. 2, Who else perished in the
battle? Three of his sons, 8. How much of
the country was gained by the Philistines by
this battle? ANl northern Palestine, 4. By
whom was Saul's hody buried? By the men of
Jabesh-gilead. B, What prophecy was fulfilled
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by this battle? That God hath rejected Saul, Our Work,
6. What s our GoLpgy TEXT? % Phepe s a,”

629

The tissue of the life to be
ete, . .
s We weave with colors all our own ;
And in the field of destiny
The Church Catechism, We reap as we have sown,
40, Repeat the Ten Commandments,

—Whittier,
THE LESSON OUTLINE,
Lessons from Saul’s Overthrow,

L Goo CoxrroLs Ary Evexts,
The battle went Sore against Saul. v, 3, upon me, Jolb 30, 14,
There is no king ved by the multitude of He will
an host, Pg . 16,
The battle is the Lord
IL MeN Agre Bovxp To
ITY AND AbveRsiry,
They that were on the other side Jordan, v, 1.
The poor of the earth hide themselyes to-
gether, Job 24, 4,
Then all the disciples forsook him, and fleq
Matt, 26, 56,
III. ENEMIES Takg ADVANTAGE o Arp Dg-
¥

In the desolation they rolled themselves

give the vineyard unto others,
Mark 12, 9,

1 Sam. 17, 47, IV, Treg Friexpsup

THER IN Prosprp- Deari,

Is ]":\ITIIFL‘L UNTO

When the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard,
- the valiant men arose, and went
i < ond buried, v, 11-13,
A brother is born for adversity, Prov, 17.
N 17.
There is a friend that sticketh closer than
a brother, Iroy, 24

g I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee,
The Philistines came and dwclt in them, p Mo o8 Heb. 14, 5

EXPLANATORY NOTES.
BY ROBERT R, DOHERTY, pn,p,

From 1 Sam, 24, 18-22 we gather that & truce was declared between Saul anq David.
of armed peace which followed Samuel died. It is difficult to place in chronologic ordep the events re-
corded in First Samuel from the twenty-fourth to the thirtieth chapter, Dayid Wwas compelled to Wwithdraw
to the land of the Philistines anq was established by King Achish in the city of Ziklag., Here belived an ad-
venturous life, sustaining himself by raids on the Pagans to the south and east, and maintaining favor with
his Philistine overlorq by the pretense that these atta were made on Israel, The entire narrative sug-
Eests extremely barbarous social conditions, When war again broke out between the Philistines anq Israel
King Achish looked to David for support, and David could not, without open rebellion, refuse to lead his
experienced fighting men to the front, But the « lords of the Philistines ** objected to sucha doubtfy] ally,
and he was permitted to return to Ziklag, which he found sacked by the Amalekites, who had sought in his
absence to return with interest the damage he had done them, Asking Jehovah for guidance, he pursued
the Amalekites, and recovered the spoil they had taken, which included his own household, That during these
years David kept in close touch with the elders of Judah is probable, and it {s not improbable that he had
some knowledge of the certainty of Saul’s approaching defeat, It js usual to date the battle of Mount Gilboga
between 1053 and 1059 B. C., but thereis more of conjecture than of knowledge in this, The scene of the
flict already had been made famous by Gideon's vietory and by other conflicts,

Gilboa the Philistines were encamped at Shunem, Euch army marched directly forward, and when the bat-
tle began Israel was at the base of the mountain and the Philistines were at Aphek, a place which cannot

be exactly identified. Tt wag many years since the men of Israel had fleq from before the Philistines,
Mount Gilboa is now called Jebel Fakoo'a,

During the months

con-
When Saul’s army reached

——

Verse 1. 7The Philistineg fought against Is- to the priesthood influential Support. Starting
racl, See 1 Sam, 28, 4; 99, 1-11. Saul was in with a noble and generous spirit, he had be-
bad plight, His self-will and his rejection of come jealous and I»lamllhiruty, and apparently
theoeratic jdeals had cost him the favor of suffered from » mania of suspicion, e had
public conscience by murdering the
priests of God, neglected the publie welfare,

God and the support of the prophets; and there  shocked the
is no indication that at any time he had given
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and strained the loyalty of his most intimate
supporters. The DIhilistines whom he had
routed in his earlier years gathered strength
in his years of wekness, and had now pene-
trated to the middle of the land. Jehovah had
deserted him ; “neither by dreams, nor by Urim,
mnor by prophets was the will of the Lord de-
clared.” Against his own conscience he re-
sorted to a “witch,” and a message from the
unseen world served only to increase his fears,
But one noble characteristic held itself upright
amid the ruins of this man's character. To the
last he is brave and unflinching, Fell down
slain., The margin is “wounded,” and the
meaning is pierced; the army is regarded as a
great animal writhing in mortal agony.

2. The Philistines followed hard upon Saul.
If they could kill the king the subjugation of
the nation would follow, They slew his sons,
Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Meclchishua. In
1 Sam. 14. 49 three sons of Saul are mentioned,
though ene name is different; in 1 Chron. 8.
33; 9. 39, also, though there the order is dif-
ferent. A fourth son, mentioned in Chronicles,
Eshbaal or Ishbosheth, suceeeded him on the
throne,

3. The battle went sore against Saul, and the
archers hit [“overtook™] him; and he was sore
wounded [“greatly distressed by reason”] of the
@rchers. These men were doing the murderous
work done in modern armies by sharpshooters.
Baul’s lofty form was a notable mark.

4. Saul, knowing that the end was near,
asked his armor-bearer to kill him with his
sword, lest these uncircumeised come and thrust
me through and abuse me. According to He-
brew tradition Saul's armor-hearer was Doeg
the Edomite, who had informed on David and
afterward had massacred the priests at Saul's
command. The “uncircumecised” is a term of
reproach for the heathen. The marginal read-
ing, “mock me," is to be preferred to “abuse
me.” His armor-hearer would not; for he was
#ore afraid. Panic-stricken, Perhaps also re-
strained by reverence for “the anointed of the
Lord.” Saul took a sword, and fell upon it.
It is well to take this opportunity to speak
strong words against the crime of suicide. Nev-
ertheless in dispassionately judging Saul’s con-
duct we must remember that he was wounded,
perhaps fatally, and suffering intense pain, and
that the tortures and mutilations practiced in
war by even the most civilized nations of that
time were horrible,

5. What the armor-hearer would not have
dared to do on his own motion he did when
8aul had set him the example.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,
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6. So Saul died, and his three sons, and his
armor-bearcr, and all his men, that same day
together,  “All his men” means probably his
immediate bodyguard, See 1 Chron. 10, 6, The
overthrow was sudden and complete. Thus pun
ishment came to Saul because of his disobedi
ence to God, He brought the punishment upon
himself by his persisting in sin. Disaster was
the natural consequence of his conduct,

7. The plain meaning of this verse as it
stands in both the Authorized and the Revised
Versions is that so utter was the overthrow of
Israel that the inhabitants of the region north
of Jezreel, afterward called Galilee, and also
those who inhabited the country east of the
Jordan, afterward called’ Perea, left their vil
lages and plantations panic-stricken, and the
Philistines appropriated their property. There
is another possible meaning. An allowable,
though less easy, translation of the verse will
omit the repeated word other and so reduce
this abandonment of homes to the close neigh
borhood of Mount Gilboa, westward in the
direction of the valley and eastward in the
direction of the Jordan. And precisely this
result is stated in 1 Chron. 10, 7. Whichever
meaning is taken it is evident that an exten-
sive cultivated region was now abandoned by
terror-stricken Iebrews, and that the Phili
tines promptly took possession of it. We ineline
to take the text literally, as it stands, and to
understand that the northern part of the nation
of Israel might for a ‘while almost have heen
said to cease to be,

8. Erom this larger view of the ultimate re-
sults of the battle we come hack to the horrible
details of the battlefield, where the Philistines,
seeking for spoil on the day after the hattle,
find the bodies of Saul and his two sons.

9. As David had carried from the field of
battle Goliath’s head and sword, as a demon
stration of the giant's overthrow, so did the
Philistines with Saul: they cut off his heed.
and stripped off his armor, and sent into the
land of the Philistines round about, to publish
it in [“to carry the tidings unto”] the hous
of their idols, and among [“t0”] the peoplr.
The outposts of Philistia were not far awny
from Gilboa.

10. The Philistines fastened Saul's head in
the temple of Dagon (1 Chron. 10, 10). They
put his armor in the house of [“the"] Ash-
taroth. This is the plural form of Ashtoreth,
the great goddess of the more ancient nations
of Syria. To this goddess different qualitics
were attributed at different shrines; not unlike
the fashion of Roman Catholics in attributing
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special healing powers to the Virgin Mary, for
example, in Knock and Lourdes ; only that the
bagans of Palestine went much farther in modj.
fication of their divinity, so that the various
Ashtaroth came to be regarded almost as dig-
tinet  beings, The Hebrey language s no
word for goddess or female divinity, This is
remarkable in yiew of the prevalence g around,
and even among, them of heathenish idegs and
practices, The explanation jg to be found in
the lofty Hebraie conception of (o, Sex in
itself js supplementar and implies deficiencies
which the “helpmee: of the other sex is to
supply. Each heathen deity being the apotheo-
sis of some naturg] force, seemed as a matter of
course to be male op female, But the more
spiritual minds among the Hebrews recognized
Jehovah ag standing aboye nature, and com-
bining all perfections in himself, They fas-
tened hig body to the wall of Beth-shan, 7.
gether with “the bodies of his sons” (verse 12),
Beth-shan, now Beisan, stangs on the edge of
the Ghor, or Jordan valley, at the end of the
plain of Esdraelon (the valley of Jezreel), The
Ghor is g deep depression through which the
Jordan runs, and at this place s about eight
miles wide, At the conquest Beth-shan haq
proved too strong for the trihe of Manassel,
and, like Jebus, Geshur, and a few other native
strongholds, it seemg to have maintained g par-
tial independence through the centuries, per-
haps at times by paying tribute to Israel. That
the Philistines now controlled the country as
far north as the Sea of Galilee (Beth-shan iy
only twelye miles from that sea), and ag fyr
east as the Jordan, is full of import, They were
a commercial and military People, and the pur-
of their invasions of Israel was to secure
control of two great lines of caravan travel,
One of these had been won hack from them by
the battle which followed the attack of Jong-
than and hijs armor-bearer on their military

pose

HOMILETICAL AND
BY REV. J. wp

As a study in ancient history the life and
character of Spy) merit thorough investigation,
not, however, because of their relations with the
past, but from thejp vital bearing upon the
bresent, It ig measurahly intervsling to know
how people lived thousands of years ago, but it
is of much greater importance to know how
People are living now, To wander through
Old Testament records as a literary Pompeii
may have g certain charm to the antiquarian,
but unless helps and lessons are gathered from
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post,  But another, of even greater importunm.
crossed lengthwise the Plain of Esdraelon and
reached the Jordan near Beth-ghap, This had
been secureq overthrow of Saul,
the inhabitanty of Jabesh-
[ that which the Philistines had
' valiant men arose, and
went all night, The body of Saul haq been
hung almost jy, sight of the field where he had
won his fipgt great victory, over Nahash of
Ammon, by which Jnhn-sh-gih-ml was liberated.
The gratitude of its inhabitants led them to de-
termine to gaye Saul's body jf bossible from
further indixni!y. Their town Was across the
Jordan, perhaps tep or twelve mileg away.
After their midnight marel they took the body
of Saul and the bodies of his song from the wall
of Beth-shan, ang came to Jabesh, All the
heroic endeavor that this simple Statement jp-
cludes we cannot tell, They brobably had to
scale the wal)g of the fortress, “perhaps under
the eyes of the Philistines,” Burnt them there,
Ordinarily Jews did not burn the bodies of the
dead except of criminals, Some have Supposed
that spices were burned in their honor at the
time of theip burial, hut this strains the meaning
of plain language, They may have heen burned
because of the fear of the warriors of Jalegh-
gilead that they could not defend them—to pro-
tect them from further outrage; hut the fact
that the hones were reverently preserved seemg
to imply that the burning wag necessitated by
hatural decay,

13. They tool: their bones, and buricd them
under @ [“the tamarisk"] tree at [“in"] Jabesh,
The tree is described in 1 Chron, 10, 12 as an
ouk or terebinth (Revised \'eruion), but the
word *““ terebingh » had ““broaq significance for
any large and durable tree,” so that here is no
dixt-rvpnnt-,\'. Years afterward Daviq removed
the hones of Saul and his Sons to the tomb of
their ancestors,

PRACTICAL NOTES,
" JOHNSTON, n.p,
the ruins such
The life of
because
where

wanderings are of little value,
Saul, therefore, is to be studied not
he was the first king of Israel, some-
three thousand Years ago, but because hig
life has applications to this day and generation.
The Bible is no Egyptian pyramid filled with
mummies, hut g book made up of living people,
men of flesh ang blood, whoge struggles, hopes,
failures, defeats, temptations, are g part of the
life now filling the world,
In the case of Saul we see
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1. A young man given a great opportunity.
But back of this, if we will only look carefully,
we observe years of quiet, patient seryice, a
steady acceptance of obscure duties, a faithful
obedience to his father's commands, and a
dogged determination to meet the obligations
imposed on him, There was no chance work
about his call to the kingdom. It was not by

© aceident that the scepter came to him. And
the same thing is true now. Opportunities are
not haphazard affairs which may come to one
and are denied to anoth The young man
who lets his earlier years slip by without using
them as foundation stones for the years that
follow will find when it is too late that the op-
portunity for which he hoped has come and
gone. Livingstone might bave remained a fac-
tory hand all his days, or Faraday contented
himself at his bookbinder's bench, or Garfield
died a canal mule driver. But, Saul-like, they
prepared themselves by years of earnest, de-
voted toil, and when the opportunity came
they were ready to accept it, We are prone
to imagine that chance or fortune has much
to do with success in life, but it will be
found that just as a tree grows through the
dreary winter and the trying spring, bracing
itself with the cold of the one and with the
sharp winds of the other, thus preparing for
the days of fruitage, so is it in common life.
And let it also be remembered that when Saul
was out on a difficult and tiresome task, plod-
ding painfully through the country in search
of the asses which had strayed away from the
farm, he met nuel the prophet and by him
was anointed king. The lowliest duty often
leads to the highest reward. Any service, no
matter what it is, may be a stepping-stone to
something better, Genius and fortune are only
different names for work.

Another thing we see is

2. A great opportunity promptly accepted.
Saul probably had slight comprehension of the
responsibilities of his new position. That, how-
ever, is not surprising ; for there had never heen
a king in Israel. e could not, therefore, he
familiar with the duties or obligations which
the office involved. But he was a big, burly,
strapping fellow. He was a born soldier. To
lead armies, to get into the thick of the battle
himself, to perform deeds of personal valor, to
train his men in the use of weapons, and to
rid the nation of its implacable enemies were all
congenial to him. Hence without demur he
accepted the high commission with which Sam-
uel invested him, There was much in Saul
to admire. Ile was of a type which com-

[écpt. 6,

mands popularity. It is from his class a large
proportion of our heroes come, Showy, confi-
dent, self-assertive men, men of avowed cour-
age, and who are not afraid to take desperate
chances invariably win a full measure of public
approbation, There is a sharp contrast between
his ready acceptance of Samuel’s commission
and the hesitation of Moses when God called
him to lead Israel from Egypt. There are times
when it is well to hesitate. Before beginning
to build a tower it is wise to count the cost.
High position involves serious responsibility,
1f Saul had pondered more seriously the words
of Samuel he might not have been so eager to
enter upon the kingship. No one should ever
shirk duty or refuse a call to service, but self
confidence rarely means patient continuance in
well-doing.  Some seeds, Jesus tells us, fail he
cause there is no depth of earth, and they
wither when the hot sun beats upon them.
Still further we see
3. A great opportunity lightly regarded, How
few men can bear prosperity! Poor saints,
when favored by business or by some streak of
fortune, are often changed into rich sinners
Many a man who asked God to remember him
in his poverty forgets to think of God in the
days of his wealth, To stand on the ground
and look up requires no effort, but to attain a
high tower or a lofty pinnacle and look down
makes most people dizzy. As a usual thing men
forget that it was God who gave them power to
get wealth, and like a certain king they proudly
“Is not this the great Babylon which |
e builded?’ Thus pride—one of the most
igerous and deceptive of human passions
enters the heart, and, with its incoming, faith,
humility, dependence, pass out and the man be-
comes haughty, presumptuous, and finally dar-
ingly impious. The moment we hegin to feel
that we are sufficient of ourselves, and no longer
need the special help and guidance of God, our
corruption has hegun—the rest is only a matter
of time. The tree may stand for years even
after the worm has eaten to its heart, and on
the outside look as strong as it ever was, hut
one day the storm will come when the tree will
snap like a mast in a hurricane. All this, and
much more, we see in the life of Saul. Vie
tories blind him. Power enthralls him. Dride
intoxicates him. He lets go his trust in God
He becomes boastful and self-confident, e
allows the despicable feeling of jealousy to pos-
sess him. Instead of rejoicing in the achieve
ments of David, through whom the hated Phi-
listines are defeated, he is savage in his anger.
With a contempt which is openly intended, he
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refuses the positive command of God through
the prophet Samuel, Still lower he descends
until at length he is under the dominion of an
evil spirit, and he whe euters upon his kingdom
with the splendid enthus asm of youth, hlessed
also with the overwhelming spirit of prophecy,
and possessed of every quality that would not
only make him g popular idol but
long and prosperous reign, now sits brooding in
his chamber, a prey to the vilest
which the human heart is capable,

With terrible distinctnoss are traced the
blood-red steps by which this misguided man
went down to his ruin: Ilijs daring sacrilege in
offering sacrifice, a sac «d duty only to be ren-
dered by the priesthood ; a flat disobedience to a
distinet command, which he tried to hide under
cover of a falsehood ; foul and treacherous
attempt to lure David, his own son-in-law, to
death; his murder of the inoffensive priests,
one of the most cruel and dastardly crimes pe-
corded in the Seriptures ; then his recourse to a
witeh, to learn from hep the issues of the hattle
on the coming morrow,

And so we see

insure a

ons of

LA great opportunity lost forerer, What
Saul might have been op done who ean tell?
That he was strangely gifted none will deny,
That he had many high and noble qualities all
must concede, - At the outset he had the people
in his hands to do with them as he pleased,
But he failed, and failed utterly, to realize the
sublime privileges that were given him, 8o God
removed his spirit from him.  Then he took
away the kingdom and gave it to another, And
at the last, when his army was routed and the
lattle had gone against him, seeing no way of
escape, he fell upon his own sword, leaving only
ad body for the rage and trinmph of his
enemies,  What a sad, terrible ending for such
a4 hopeful, promising life!

As the bell anchored near the hidden rock,
tossed by the sea, blown by the wind, tolls out
its solemn warning to the passing ship, sounding
in the darkness as a Judgment knell, cansing
even the most daring sailor a thrill of fear, so
the fate of Saul comes to us from tHe far off
centuries.  And as we listen each stroke seems
more sad and terrible, No man ever had a
more splendid opportunity ; no man had richer
endowments for the position to which he was
called: no man had more winsome charae
teristics: no man might have left a deeper or
more abiding mark upon his nation and time;
and yvet no man failed so hopelessly of making
his life a success, And all because he was un-
faithful to himself, his conscience, and God,

his de
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Prismatic Lights on the Lesson,
BY BISIHOP WARR IN.

BRILLIANT BEGINNING, DISASTROUS END,

L. Picture a stalwart man with great endur-
ance, every inch a king, attractive to the people,

2. A nation of heroes, ready to do his bidding
in peace or to follow him in war,

. Even these great qualities receive the ad-
dition of the rit of God, when he was
anointed to he king over Israel. Behind this
bodily vigor was the counsel of God as inter-
preted by the aged mentor Samuel,

L. Too impetuous ; he intruded into the
priest’s office and offered  sacrificos when he
should have waiteq for Samuel (1 Sam, 13, 9,
14).

5. e directly disobeyed God's command _in
regard to Agag (1 Sam, 15. 1-31),

6. The Spirit of God forsook him, ITe is pe-
Jected by him from being king over Israel and
left to work out his own destiny. 1In this he
sought to kil David, and even his own son, the
ro souled Jonathan, Sin is insanity,

Last picture: Iljs army in disgracefu] defeat,
his kingdom destroyed, his three sons slain,
himself g suicide, his head sent to the idols of
body, with those of his
led to the wall of Beth-shan,

No day ever dawned for a human life more
hrightly ; none ever ended in more utter night,
There are laws of life, currents of powe
and tides of suecess that sweep through the uni-
verse,
them,
Wav:

sons,

Blessed is he whose whole soul goes with
There are eddies that whirl the other
¢ but there is a maelstrom of destruction
in the middle, ang no strong swimmer can es.
cape when once he has given himself to their
backward whirl from righteousness,

Thoughts for Young People,
iy IRTED BY Gon,

We have hefore us a picture of a God-de-
serted man: one who has in former times had
plenteous advantage and revelation, hut who
has forsaken God unti] God has forsaken him
in turn, and who is now joined to his idols,
seared against the penitent desire: one who
presents that most appalling of all wrecks of
rain—a human son] consciously severe] from
the sympathy, and bereft of the favor, of the
Divine,

1. The accelerating progress of evil. From
the monarch on the eve of the battle of Jabesh-
gilead, to the monarch on the eve of the battle
of Gilboa, what a fearful fall!  Saul had suf-

&
4
N




634 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

fered because Saul had sinned. In his eleva-
tion he had forgotten God. I'ride had stolen
away his heart; he had been guilty of repeated
and flagrant disobedience, and it is an easy
descent to perdition when the bias of nature is
seconded by the strenuous endeavors of the
will.

2. To cvery sinner there will come his mo-
ment of need, The worldling may prolong his
revelry and accumulate his gain, but the hour
will come when he will discover that the world
is a cheat and that riches cannot always profit,
Your hour of need may be nearer than you
think. God's mercy may still delay it, but it
will come—the hour of trial, when sorrow
breaks upon sorrow, like hillows upon a desolate
strand. Flee to the ever-willing Saviour now
and you shall have no need to work some foul
enchantment in order to wring direction from
the sheeted dead.

3. The terrible power of conscience. 1l's
greatest enemy was within—the wounded spirit,
a more dreaded foe than all the Philistine
armies; the dogs of remorse more furious than
the dogs of war. And so always it is with the
sinner. Christ alone can still the tempest with
a word, whether it rage upon a Lake of Galilee
or surge and swell in a poor sinner's soul,
[ Punshon.] e—————

Teaching Hints for Int {7

MC KINNEY.

Classes.

BY REV. A, 11,
NOTE,

Our study and teaching outline for the quar-
ter (see HINTS on lesson for July 5) is as
follows :

SURROUNDINGS,
APPROACIT.
UNFOLDED TE)
LESSON,

STUDY IN ADVANCE,

For a description of the “Lives” roferred to
in the various ITINTS see Lesson 11, July 12,

SURROUNDINGS.
Time. 1056 B. C. (%),
Place. Gilboa, a mountain east of the plain
of Jezreel,
APPROACH,

Ask the pupils to show what they have
printed on the flight of steps given to them on
last Sunday. Comment on what has been done,
commend what is good, correct what is imper-

[Sept. 6

fect, and ask all to make a new copy so that
it may be printed in their Lives, as follows:

MODEST
TRUSTY S AUL
BRAVE U

UNFOLDED TEXT,

Our pictures may be made very realisti
Spend but little time on each one, so that th
Lesson will not be crowded out.

1. The Flight of Israel. Ask: Who were the
Philistines? Who are meant by Israel? Where
is Mount Gilboa? (Use map.) Then pictur
the battle, The Israelites, fighting bravely, ar
overcome by the Philistines and driven up the
heights of Gilhoa.

2. The Death of Jonathan, Jonathan an!
his two brothers are mentioned among the first
who were slain. The details are lacking.

3. The Death of Saul. Picture Saul, sorely
pressed by the enemy and wounded by the
archers, asking his armor-hearer to kill him n
order that he might not be captured by th
Philistines.  Then picture Saul planting the
hilt of his sword in the ground and falling upon
the point of it.

4. The Burial of Saul and His Sons. Not
ing is to be gained by dwelling upon the bar
barities of the Philistines in heheading thoeir
fallen foes and in nailing their bodies to the
wall of Beth-shan, unless it be to emphasize
how much Christianity has done for the worll
in respect to such things. Picture the inhal
itants of - Jabesh-gilead, in gratitude for what
Saul had done for them (see 1 Sam. 11, 1-11),
cremating the putrefying bodies of Saul and his
sons and burying their hones under the famous
tamarisk tree. (Compare 2 Sam. 21, 12-14.)

LESSON.

Refer again to the steps used in our Ap-
proach. Ask: What was the real cause of
Saul's downfall? When all possible answers
have been received, use them to lead up to the
thought : Saul's downfall was due to his re-
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Jjeetion of God as his Master and Guide, Then
have each wember of the class repeat the Golden
Text. Ask each to write it at home in hig op
her Lives, anq underneash to print :

GODS way
REJECTED | FOLLOWED
LEADS TO

DEATH. | LIFg,

STUDY IN ApvancE,
Ask the pupils to read the first twelye verses
of chapter 1 of Second Samuel, in order to he
able to write in thejp Lives a short account of
“How David Receives the News of Saul's
Death.”
Review words, “God's way,”

By Way of lustration,
BY JENNIE », BINGHAM,

Verses 1-}. God used the Philistines to make
the way hard fop Saul the transgressor,
He works through ins(l'unu-m:llil,\'. The As-
SYrian conquerops were the servants of God in
scourging guilty people, and Cyrus was also his
servant when he fulfilled a1 the pleasure of
God. In the tenth chapter of First Chronicles
we find the statement that God slew the first
king of Israel, All through (he line of history
the same standard i get up. When the world
Was drowned it ywag because man had sinned ;
when fire ang brimstone fell upon the cities of
the plain jt was because ten righteous mer,
could not be foung within theijp borders, Thepe
s only one way of life, anq that is the w
Ohedience, trust, anq love. W cannot escape
God's lay, The tree that tears itself up hy
the roots anq then wonders why it cannot bring
forth blossom and fruit is like man cut off from
God, who eXpects spiritug) life. ANl that man
can do by hig own hand is to commit suicide,
God’s eal says, “O Isrgel, thou hast destroyed
thyself, hut in me is thy Impn."ﬁhmr'/zh Parker,

“Naul took o Sword and fel upon it The
criminality of this act of suicide is to e car-
ried back to the sin of which he was guilty
when he determined to follow his own will in-
stead of God's will.  The criminality of many

acts must he thrown back on a previous gact,
A drunkard jn a midnight debauch quarrels with
his fathep and plunges g knife into his heart,
When he comes to himself he is absolutely yp-
He tells you he

‘onscious of what he has done,
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had no wigh to injure hig father, 1¢ Was not hig
broper self tha¢ did it, byt his self Overmastered
and brutalizeq by the monster drink, Do you
excuse him op this accounty Far from it.
You excuse him of g deliberate design against
his fathep's life, But You say the possibility of
that deeq was involveq in hig getting drunk,
Thus You carry back the 4-1‘imin:lli!y of the
murder to the brevious act of getting drunk,
So in regard to the suicide of Saul, It is very
seldom  indeeq that the consequences of any
sin termingte with itself, Sin has g marvye]-
ous power of h-;uling You on to othep acts that
You did not think of at first.—w, @. Blaikie,

Verses 8-10. Wwe may be syre that wchen
the mighty fa)) there jy rejoicing among the
Philistines, When a vonverted drunkgpq yields
to temptation and is founq in the gutter every
saloon in the town rejojces, When a minister
or Suml:ly school Superintendent brings dig-
honor to every infidel apq bad man
heralds jt as a victory fop his side, And, con-
versely, every victory on the Lord's side brings
discomfort and defeat gpq A sense of weakness
to our enemy,

Naul and Napoleon, Both Saul and Napoleon
were selfisl, ambitioug egotists,  Both had an
exaggerated senge of theip own powers, From
both Goq had departed, Both learneq that
though map Proposes, God disposes, (‘n-rminl_\‘
at first Napoleon desired to serve France, [{e
s0on  entereqd upon a maq scheme to make
France Serve him, “youp first duty,” he said
to his brothep Louis when pe made him king of
”u”uml, “is to me; Your second, to France,”
Both had unparalleleq Obportunities to serve
the nation and the woplq, and both fajleq be-
cause they had no goal higher than self-glory,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,
BY MRs, 1, 11, KNOWLES,

An artist painted two pictures, Ope was the
face of g boy, full of beauty and promise; the
other that of an old man, repulsive, deep-lined
with passion, hopeless, They were the likeness
of one person, from childhood to manhood,
changeq by the process of sin.  Saul, the hand-
some youth, fy)) of vigor, courage, ability, a
crowned king, ig the same Saul, Jjealous, evil-
minded, hatep of one better than himself, over-
thrown, discomfited,
0, the bitterness of sin!
God hates it, because it ruing the soul made in
his own image, May you see how, if tolerated,
it gets the mastery and wrecks the life. 1In the
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moral world things left to themselves never go
from bad to good; the natural tendency is from
bad to worse,

The law of evolution from lower to higher
in the natural world does not work in the spir-
itual. You cannot drift into gooduess. You
have to pull up stream against tide, and you
cannot pull successfully without divine help.

When Saul was anointed king, and the Spirit
of God was with him, he would have turned
with horror from a vision of his later life and
Descent in character is not
It is so gradual that

its tragic end.
made by one long plunge.
looking back one is surprised to see how far
down he has come, The first wrong step is to
choose one’s own way rather than the will of
God. Breaking away from the hand of wisdom,
love, and strength, who can tell how far he
may wander, or over what deadly precipices he
may fall,

Saul said, “God has departed from me,” but
he had himself departed from God. Without
the restraining Spirit his evil nature got con-
trol. When a man is going wrong how quick
he is to hear criticism of a neighbor! Iow con-
temptuously he speaks of those whose right life
condemns his own! How ready he is to listen
to evil report of Christians, whether true or
false! Ah, he says, they are no better than I
am, with all their profession of goodness; aund
is glad to believe they are no better. Saunl was
jealous of David “because the Lord was with
him and had departed from Saul.” He did not
improve as years went on, Ile had opportuni-
ties to be a better man, and occasionally his
heart seemed softened, as when David spared
his life he said, “Thou art more righteous than
1: for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas
I have rewarded thee evil.” But it did not
last, Ilis own way better than God's
way, and he followed it to the bitter end,

Do not be deceived, You cannot, you must
not, leave God out of your life, The forces of
evil around you and within you are more than
They will sweep you off your
in,

ecemed

you can bear,
feet. David made mistakes and committed
but he always clung to God, and was delivered,
and the trend of his life was upward. Saul,
with as fair an outward start as David, but
without his inward strength, went down to piti-
ful failure,

Put yourself, to-day, in God’s hand. Give
him your will, your obedience, your love, By
whatever way he leads you the end will be
glorious, everlasting success. Believe it; try it.
Alas! ther@ ame 50 many souls, sad wrecks upon
the shore of human life,
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‘The Teachers’ Meeting,

In studying this lesson the story of Saul's
interview with the witch of Endor will furnish
an excellent starting point, Saul had now
great need of David, but he had driven Du
out of the land, Ile had great need of 1
priesthood, by means of which he might hay
got counsel from God, but he had slaughtere!
the priests, There seemed to be no resour
for him in heaven or on earth; so he turn
In brighter years he had tried to wij
Now he determined to visit
one that was left. To reach her he had to pass
through the Philistine outposts, Samuel sud
denly appeared and declared that God had f
siken 1l JTell the story of the defeat, :
trace its results: 1. The control by the P'hi
tines of the best part of the Ifoly Land, 2, i
overthrow of the nation as well as of the royul
family, 3. The eclipse of the true religion....
The moral of the the inevitable ruin
that follows an ignoring of God, ul's
was peculiarly great because he was God's
special representative, hut he was not
really or specially God's representative than
we who have been brought up amid Christian
surroundings,

Lelow,
out all sorcerers,

lesson @

Blackboard.
BEA
ol P il P
) — R 3

IT SEEMETH
RIGRT

THE END
13 DEATH

'GILBOA

Our lesson gives the last tragic scene in tle
short but eventful career of Israel’s king, Wi
were grieved by his revolt from God, his con
tempt for the aged prophet, and his jealous
enmity toward David; and now we behold i
his dishonorable death a fearful but fit
close to a misdirected life, We have seen
leave the humble home in Gibeah, and assuwe
the sacred obligations of a king. His first sue
cesses augured a prosperous reign, but at Gil
gal he contravened the will of God, and from
thenceforth his course was downward, leading
to the Gilboa of defeat and death. It was bis
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own chosen way, right and pleasant to his own
thought but dishonoring to Jehovah, Let us
reverently listen to the counsel of the Lord, al-
ways sincerely desiring his glory and lLis way
rather than our own,

1'uluriuy.~l"h\un‘.\'. red; lhouse, path, ete,,
light brown ; text, white and purple,
Library References,
BY REV. 8. G, AYRES,
_\rum\'.—smnluy. Jewish Church, vol, &
page 420,  Ewald, History of Israe Index,
Kittel, History of the Hebrews, Index, Nmiith,

Historical Geography, etc,, page 580,  Me(lin-
tock and Strong, vol. iii. Frpositor, December,
1895,
Beri-sn
pages
vol. ii, page 262,

Smith, Historical Geography,
Graetz, History of the Jews,
Geikie, Hours with the Bible,
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vol. vi, page 417,

Robinson, Ihwcurclnra, vol. iii,
page 174

- Thompson, 7'he Land and the Book,
vol. ii, page 172,
Barroe op (:lum.\.—sxuulv‘\. History of the

Jewish Church, vol,
tory of Isracl, vol, i
tory of the I, brew
and Palestine, page
raphy, page 302,

JABESI-GILEAD, Stanley,  Jewish Church,
vol. i, page + s vol, i, Index, Ewald,
llialury of Isracl, vol, ii, pages 44, 110, 137,
'l'hun-]ls'un, The Land and the Book, vol, ii,
page 174, Merrill, £aet of the Jordan, page
439, Bible dictionaries,

v bage 30, Ewald, #is-
ii, page 106, Kittel, Hig-
Index, Stanley, Sinai

- Smith, Historical (i 0g-

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,

S — 1 S

LESSON XI. David Becomes King.
GOLDEN TEXT. Behold, how good and how pleasant it

—reacher’s Magazine, 1806, page

21 4 —The Pulpit, London, vol, xxiii,
bage 239,

[Sept. 13,

is for brethren to dwell together in

unity, Psa, 133, 1,

Avrnorizen VERSION,

Sam. 5. 1-10, Read 2 Sam,
so 1 Chron, chaps. 11, 12.)

[Study a
chaps,

2 8am. 2. 1-10,

1 Aud it came to Dass after this, that Da'vid
inquired of the Lok, saying, Shall 1 go up into
any of the cities of Ju'dah?  And the Lorp
said unto him, Go up.  And Da'vid said,
Whither shall | B0 up? And he said, Unto
He'bron,

2 So Da'vid went up thither, and
wives also, A-hin’o-am the dez're-el-i
Al'i-gail Na'bal's wife the Car'mel-ite,

3 And his men that eere with him did Dy~
vid bring up, every man with his household ;
and they dwelt in the cities of He'ron,

t And the men of Ju'dah came, and there
they anointed Da'vid king over the house of
Jutdah,  And t) told Da’vid, sayving, That the
nen of Ja'besh-gil'e-ad were
Saul,

[ Commit to e Mory verses 1-8, )

his two
s8, and

they that buried

5 And Da'vid sent messengers unto the men
of -1'1n-~ahvzil‘o-m|, and said unto them, Blessed
be ve of the Lorp, that ve have showed this
kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and
have buried him,

G And now the T.orp show kindness and
truth unto you: and I also will requite youw
this kindness, because ye have done this thing,

7 Therefore now let your hands he strength-
ened, and be ye valiant : for your master Saul is
dead, and also the house of Ju’dah have anoint-
ed me king over them,

REVISED Vigsion,*

I And it came to pass after this, that David
inquired of Jehovah, saying, Shall I €0 up into
any of the cities of Judah?  Apd Jehovah said
unto him, Go up.  And David said, Whither
shall T go up?  And he g . Unto Hebron,
2 So David went up thither, and his two wives

Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the
wife of Nabal the Carmelite, 3 Ang his men
that were with him did David bring up, every
man with his household : anq they dwelt in the
cities of Hebron, 4 And the men of Judah
came, and there they anointed David king over
the house of Judah,

And they told David, saying, The men of
Tabesh-gilead were they that buried Saul.
5 And Davig sent messengers unto the men of
Jahesh-gilead, and said unto them, Blossed be
ve of Jehovah, that ye have showed this kind-
ness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and have
buried him. 6 Anq now Jehovah shows loving-
kindness and truth unto you: and T also will
requite you this kindness, becaugse ve have done
this thing. 7 Now therefore lot your hands be
strong, and be ye valiant ; for Saul your lord ig
dead, and also the house of Judah have anointed
me king over them,

‘sThe Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
& Sons.
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8 But Ab'ner the son of Ner, captain of
Saul's host, took Ish-bo’sheth the son of Saul,
and brought him over to Ma-ha-na'im ;

9 And made him king over Gil'e-ad, and over
the Ash'ur-ites, and over el, and over

Yphra-im, and over Ben'ja-min, and over all
Isra-el.

10 Ish-ho'sheth Saul's son 1was forty years
old, when he began to reign over Is'ra-el, and
reigned two ye But the house of Ju'dah
followed Da’vid.

Time.—Doubtful ; about B, C, 1056, accord-
ing to Usher. Place.—Habron, about twenty
miles south-southwest from Jerusalem,

Home Readings.

Sam. 2, 1-10,

3.17-21,

am, 4, 1-12,
3 1-18.

M. David becomes King. 2
ael and David, 2
W. Death of Ishbosheth.
Th. King over Israel, 2 Sam,
P. David's thanksgiving, Ds;
N, God's providence. Isa.
8. A throne of righteousness,

Psa. 97,

Lesson Hymns.

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 130,
Come, ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys be known,
Join in a song with sweet accord,
While ye surround his throne,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 886,
*Ouly a beam of sunshine "
But oh, it was warm and bright ;
The heart of a weary traveller
Was cheered by its welcome

ght.,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 411.
God will take care of you. All throuch the day
Jesus is near you to keep you from ill ;
Waking or resting, at work, or at play,
Jesus is with you, and watching you stili

Questions for Senior Scholars,

1. The Principality of Hebron (v, 1-3) —
What was David's first act? By what means
did he inquire? What shows that his am-
bition was not too great? History of Helron?

2. The Kingdom -of Judah (v. 47).—Who
were the men of Judah? What added right to
be king did anointing by their hands confer?
Where was Jabesh-gilead? Why did David send
to Jabesh-gilead? What former mention have
we of it? What reason had they for honoring
the body of Saul?

8. The Kingdom of Isracl (v, 8-10).—Who
was Abner? Why did he take his king across
the river? What event afterward made Ma-
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8 Now Abner the son of Ner, captain of
Saul's host, had taken Ish-bosheth the son of
Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim :
9 and he made him king over Gilead, and over
the Ashurites, and ove Jezreel, and ove;
Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all Is
rael. 10 (Ish-bosheth, Saul's son, was foriy
years old when he began to reign over Isracl,
and he reigned two years.) But the house of
Judah followed David,

hanaim mournfully famous? What conditions
made the division of Israel into two kingdoms
at this time easy? What reasons may have
made the northerly tribes more loyal to Saul's
dynasty than was Judah? Was David wise in
waiting before ass rting his right to supreme
control? Iow general was the call which after-
ward brought David to the throne of Israel?
What prophecy was the reby fulfilled? 1 Sam,
16. 1. Was David a usurper? Give the reason
for your answer. IHow long did David reign in
Hebron? How long did he reign in Jerusalem?
Wby did he not make Hebron his permanent
capital?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

1. David King Over Judah (v. 1-4). Where
was David living at the time of Saul's death?
Who were with him? What guidance did |
seek?  Where was he instructed to go% Wi
came to him there? What ceremony took place
there?

2. A Noble Me ssage to Brave Men (v, 5-7),
What was reported to Davi1?
did he send to them? What good wish did le
make for them? What promise did he make?
What reference did he make to himself? Wit
spirit did he show in this affair?

3. Saul's Son Made King (v. 811), Wio
was made king in the place of Saul? Who put
him upon the throne? Where was he made
king? What was the extent of his rule?

What messnge

Questions for Younger Scholars,

What was David as soon as Saul died? 7he
king of Isracl, Why?  Because he had been
anointed for that office when voung. What did
he ask the Lord? What did the Lord tell him?
To what city did David 20? To what tribe did
the city belong? To what tribe did David le-
long? What did the men of Judah do? To
what men did David show kindness? 7o the
men of Jabesh-gilead, Why? Because they had
been kind to Saul in burying him. Who ruled
over the other tribes of Israel? Who made him
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king? How long did he reign? Tuwo yeors,
How long did David reign in Hebron ¥ Neven
years and siz months,

A Review in Six Questions,

L. What is our GOLBEN Text? “Behold,”
ete. 2. What did David ask of the Lord?
“Shall T go up into any of the cities of Judah
3. To what city did God guide him? {'nto
Hebron, 4, After he had established himself ag
prince in Hebron what did the men of Judah
do? They made him king of Judah, 5. Whom
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did Abner make king over the rest of Israel?
Naul's son Ish-bosheth, @, Who was rightful
king over aJ Israel? David; but he waited for
God to dircet hig way,

The Church Catechism,

41. Into what two tables are these Ten Com.
mandments divided? The Ten Commandments
are usually divided into the first table, setting
forth our duty to Giod in the first four Command.
ments ; and the second table, setting forth oup
duty to our fel'ow-men in the last six,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
The Wise Ruler,

I ASKS Guinaxcg FROM THE Lorbp,
Nhall I go up? v, 1.
This poor man cried, and the Lord heard
him. Psa, 34, ¢,
I will guide thee with mine eye, Psa. 32, 8,
IL. Acers witn ViGor axp ProyMerirvpg,
David went up, v
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with thy might, Eccles, 9, 10,
No run that ye may obtain, 1 (or, 9, 2
HT. MAINTAINS THE SECULAR Law,
The men of Judah  came, and there they
anointed David king. v, 4,
Render to Cwsar the things that are Op-
sar's.  Mark 12, 17,

9

Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son,
Prov, 28, 7.
Happy is the keeper of the law.
29, 1
IV. Pracares Hostiee By EMENTS,
Blessed pe ve that ye have showed this kind-
ness unto your lovd, v, D,
I made myself servant unto all that T might
gain the more, 1 Cor. 9. 19,
Overcome evil with good. Rom, 12, 21,
V. AbMiINISTERS JUsTics 1o Ar,
1 also will requite you, v, ¢,
To every man according to hisg deeds. Rom,
2. 6, y
Unto every one of
works. Rey, 2,

Proy,

ou according to your

EXPLANATORY NOTES,

When Saul fell on Mount Gilboa the career of Israel as an indepe:
lts wealth had depended not more on the fertility of its soil than on it
Wwhich connected the civilization of the Nile valley with that of the Euphrates,

manded by the Philistines,
the other was banished and diseredited
Died by the inveders,

the history of Isracl, the northern and easter
unity by themselves,

that of the northern politicians : it was an inquiry whether or not Jehovah’s time had come,
shown the trye Theocrat.

Israel's government was disorganized ; one of her two gre
and eities and plantations in the very heart of the land we
All these calamities had come as the result of the nation’s (
simultaneously two movements were made toward the revival of national life
of the land, as far as possible from the Philistines) by Abner, ¢
south, and close to Philistia) by David, *the anointed of the Lord.”

ndent nation seemed to be at an end,
§ control of the great caravan routes
Theseroutes were now com-
{L warriors lay dead,
re occn.
lesertion of its God, But
¢ One (near the eastern borders
captain of Saul’s host ;' the other (in the
Here again we note how, throughout

n tribes pulled together, while those of the south were a com-
An estrangement, afterwapd avowed, alrea
line as definite as that of “ Mason and Dixon " ran from east to west g
ner's present undertaking seems characteristic of Saul's family.
shrewd, and patriotie, it left entirely out of consideration the dictum of the
hovah's rejection of Saul's dynasty, it assumed an inhe
8on, and accordingly Ishbosheth was crowned king over all Israel,”
clude “the house of Judah,” the southern one third of the land, which Daviq now ere
ity. Observe how David’s first step toward the kingdom which Jehovah had promis

1y had its beginnings, and a dividing
A few miles north of Jerusalem, Ab-
s to which this great general belonged ; bold,
nation’s God, Ignoring Je-

ritance of the throne by the king's only surviving

This phrase, however, did not in-
:cted into a principal-
ed him contrasted with
Here was
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Verse 1. After this. After the battle of
Gilboa,  An Amalekite fugitive, “with clothes
‘nt and earth upon his head,” had brought to
Ziklag the earliest tidings of ‘the fate of Saul
and Jonathan, e presented to David Saul's
crown and bracelet, which we may suppose le
had stolen from the field of battle, and told how
Saul, giddy with wounds, had asked and found
relief in death at the hand of this Amalekite.
This news, instead of elating David, over-
whelmed him with sorrow. The Amalekite, who
bad (apparently falsely and in hope of a re-
ward) confessed to the killing of “the Lord’s
anointed,” was condemned to death.  David
composed the touching Song of the Bow in

memory of the dead heroes, and with his men
mourned and wept and fasted, It was after
these sad scenes that David inquired of the
Lord [“Jehovah™], whether or not he should
now assert his soverciguty,  Dreams, visions,
and messages impressed on the minds of men
specially - consecrated to the prophetie office
were accepted unquestioningly in those day
as declavations of Jehovah's will,  But on oe
sions like the one we now study, which de-

manded an immediate answer, resort was had to
the urim and thummim,
Jects used in the lot, perhaps stones of different
colors, one of which gave the aflirmative, the
other the negative, answer to a question directly
put [International Critical Commentary)]. They
seem to have been carried in the breastplate of
the high priest, which was made of four rows
of gems, three in a row, and set in a square of
gold, and was fastened to a garment ealled an
epliod: hetween the breastplate and the ephod
was a sort of pocket, which some believe to have
been used for the casting of the lot. David
asked, Nhall 1 go up into any of the citics of
Judah? As we have already seen, David was
now in Ziklag, a town which had been given
him by Achish, the Philistine king. Its site is
not certainly identified. In one place in the
Book of Joshua Ziklag is mentioned among the
towns of Judah, and in another in the list of
Simeon; but it was now a Philistine outpost,
The sparse population of the region around had
made David's life there nearly independent, He
seems to have heen as n
Judah as to those of Philist

These were two ob-

r to the towns of
a, and within a few

days had acknowledged his kinship to Judah
by dividing with them the spoil of the Amalek-
ites. Evidently if he made any movement to-
ward the promised throne it must be by way of
Judah, for the northern and eastern parts of
the country were in the hands of the Philistines
David shows his deep deference

and of Abner,
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to Jehovah by thus publicly throwing upon hin
the whole responsibility for his next movement,
The phrase “go up” here includes the assump
tion of control, but Ziklag actually lay low
than Hebron, and David's march would be o
Hebron was one of the larg
cities now in possession of Israel, It is one o
the oldest cities in the world, *We may sujp
pose the name to have been obtained in answer
to David's question by process of exclusion
like that used in discovering a person by
(see preceding note) 3 but Hebron was in fa
indicated by its position.” It was the wel
known chief city of Judah,

2. David. ... \hinoam. ... Abigail, The 1
riage of these two women to David, and Kir
Saul's bestowal of his danghter Michal upor
another hushand than David, are recorded iy
1 Sam, 25, 40-44, Jezreel, the « ity of Ahinoan
is not the northern city of that name hut o
inJu
lands of Judah,

3. If the cities of Hebron is the correct read
ing reference must be made to outlying village
but probably the eitadel of Hebron, which was
famously strong, is here intended, There are
few data here of the passage of time, but ey
David’s movements in this emergenc
were characterized by the utmost promptitud
and the events of these verses follow each oty
inrapid succession,  The  “households"—1]
women and children of David and his men—1:i
passed through rare adventures, ILeft unpro
tected in ag  while their husbands
fathers marched northward to join Achisl's
forces, they had been captured by Amalekites,
and hastened over the rocky wilderness (1
ward the ptian slave market probably
had been recaptured at midnight, and broug!
back to the smoking embers of Ziklag; and now
were escorted up the hills and inclosed within
the stronghold of Hebron; and all this within
two or thre
within a ve few days,

4. The men of Judah., *“The sheiks of (o
There they anvinted David king orer
the house of Judah, *“How much choice they
had in the matter, it is difficult to say. The
master of a devoted band of seasoned soldicrs
was a dangerous man to reject. On the otler
hand the public defense was likely to he well
attended to by such a man, and David had o
ways been well disposed toward his own people
That he continued for a while to acknowledge
the suzerainty of Achish ms almost certain
from the fact that the Philistines allowed him
to extend his kingdom so far as he did.” (See
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note on verse 9.) T'hey told David, e would
naturally lose no time in placing spies and
agitators in eve part of the land where they
could render service to his cause, By some of
these the extraordinary conduet of the men of
Jabesh-gilead would )ye reported to David, The
Hebrew text here is obscure, It has heen sug-
gested that the names of the men who had
baried Saul aftep daringly taking his hody and
those of his sons from (he wall of Beth-shan
were given to David,

5. David seat  me ssengers,  lis tact and
promptitude again are | splayed,  Blessed be ye
of the Lord [*“Jehoval I, that ye hare showced
this kindness unto your lord, “The burial of
the dead was an act of piety.”  David's appre-
ciation of this act is to be credited to the con-
sistency with which on an occasions he recog-
nizes Saul's rights as the divinely appointed
ruler of Israel.

6. T'he Lord [*Tehovah™) show kindness
[*shows loving Kindness™ | and truth unto you,
He invokes upon them the divine blessing, 7
also will requite you this kindness, becanse we
have done this thing, Will do S0 at my earljost
opportunity, See the next verse,

i.The only changes made by the Revised
Version in this verse are the substitution of
“strong™  for sty nathened, and “Saul  yonr
I O your master Saul, The direct m
of the verse s, “The times call for conps

ming

20 on
Your part; T cannot assist yon irmm-nli:xlr‘].\' he-
canse of my sponsibilitios to Judah Byt
more than this js implied, T¢ was generally
ized that Daviq had heen anointed hy
el to he San's suceessor: his eolection to
the prince of the house of Judah would he
ognized by the elders of Tahesh-gilead ag a
step toward the fulfillment of God's will,

8. Weo have not many glimpses at fhe har.
acter of Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's
host: hut he seems to have heen g hold, arro-

HOMILETICAL AND

ife whether spent three thousand years ago
orin the twentieth century is substantially the
same. The framing of the picture may he differ-
ent, but the picture itself ig unaltered. 1t is of
small moment to a hook whether its binding he
of morocco op plain boards, so long as its con-
tents remain intact, And the same principles
apply to human life.  There is practically no
differonce hetween one life and another so far
A cirenmstances op centuries are concernod,
There are the same difficulties, the same tempta-
tions, the same appeals to pride or ambition,
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gant, unprincipled man, Ishbosheth (properly
Ishbaal) was the only surviving son of Naul,
The word | al meangs “lord,” and was by no
means restricted in jtg use to the proper name
of the heathen god,  Very probably in the name
of this son of aul it referved (o Jdehovah,
Bosheth meany Shame,” op Shameful,” and
was a term of reproach substituted in Jatep
times for Baal, we are to regard the substiy
tion here of Bosheth for Baal as one of many
interesting indications of {}e horror with whi-
Helirews in later days regarded idolatyy, Just
as their reverence Jog them to substitute “the

Lorv™ for dehoval (the Proper name of thj;
God), so their rigid monotheism led them te
read Nhame whereyer they came on the name
of the false god that had misled (e nation
throngh so many generations, For surely it js
not likely that Woman wonld name his son
“Son-of-shame," Mahanaim has not yet hoey
positively located, It was on the east side of
the Jordan, not very far from that river, and
from ancient times had been regarded as a he ly
place,

9. This verse shows the extent of [shi; ]
kingdom, If, as Kamphausen and others give
reasons to belieye, Ishbosheth (as well
id in the heginning of his reign) was a
vassal of the Philistines, his claim to this exten-
sive tervitory, which ineluded al Israel east of
the Jordan and all north of Judah, prob.
was made at his ¢ onation ; but if A}
kingdom declared independence against the 1

listines the regions mentioned  successively in
this verse may haye been slowly through months
or years added to hig dominion,

10. 1t is noticeable that Ishhosheth made no
claim to Judah: th, kouse of Judah followed
David, The chronology of this verse is of great
interest,  But the entire chronology of the
reriod is too vague to enable us to make exact
use of such data,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

the same incitements to nohle living and splen-
did ideals, the same possibilities of failure, and
the same chances of success in one age as there
are in another, whether onp cireamstances he
those of kings and warriors or of plain common
people who toil for onr daily hread,

Mere was Daviq called to a kingdom. But
with that kingdom we have small concern, Tt
has gone thousands of ryears ago, swallowed up
in the remorseless sea of time which has en-
gulfed uncounted nations and empires,  Our
study is not therefore with David's Judean king-

.

R o~ ey
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dom, but rather with one which time does not
affect, and one to which all are called and
anointed,

The manner or spirit in which David entered
on his kingdom is suggestive ;

1. He is magnanimous. Though il had
persecuted him for years, driving him from one
place to another, omitting nothing that hatred
or treachery could secure, and by the most des
perate cruelty given proof of his consuming
Jealousy, yet his death was a profound sorrow
to David, and he voices his grief in one of the
most tender poems that was ever written, With
splendid  generosity  he  pays  tribute to  the
genius of Saul.  In strains of noble verse he
acknowledges Saul's virtues as king, and the
benefits his reign had brought to the nation.
For a man to pour out his soul in this way over
his most bitter enemy, one who had sought his
life again and again, proves beyond all doubt
that neither jealousy nor vindictiveness had
any place in his heart.  And this surely is
evidence of a great nature, Jealousy in any
form dwarfs the soul in which it dwells, The
one who cannot rejoice in the success of an-
other, or deplore the misfortunes of another, has
made but small progress in the direction of noble
living. Jealousy is the twin sister of selfish-
ness, only more eruel and exacting.  David
shows his fitness for a kingship by bringing to
it a Kkingly nature, one that was Godlike in its
forgiveness, beautiful in its charity, generous in
its expression, and with an affection which noth-
ing conld destroy.

2. He is resolute. Though hunted and driven
for a period of yea forced at times to the
most desperate straits, compelled to form alli-
ances that were hateful to him, and even enter
into compact with the enemies of his nation,
David never once forgot the anointing of Sam-
uel and the promise of one day becoming king.
Like the star in the night by which the sailor
steers his ship across the trackless waters: like
the distant palm tree in the desert by which
the Arab guides his caravan: like the laurel
wreath in the hands of the Judge toward which
the eyves of the straining runner cagerly looks,
s0 David, whether in his mountain ecave, his
desert home, or in distant Philistia, was buoyed
up with the hope of the possession that would
vet be his. And success is rarely attained in
any other way. Patient continuance in well-
doing gains the crown of life in this world, as
well as in the world to come. The young man
who allows difficulties and obstacles to daunt
him will surely fail. Anything less than grim
determined purpose will not avail. The men

[Sept. 13,

who win kingships in business, in literature, in
science, in art, in politics, invariably reach thei
throne through a resolution that neither wenk
ens nor falters,  Before one has earned o righ
to the tree of life he must work his way out of
great tribulation,  There were times, many
times, when David's future looked dark, when
the Kingship scemed a remote possibility, and
when he was tempted to abandon all hope, but
he thought of the oil which the prophet had
poured on his head, he remembered the promis:
made so long before, and was thus enabled 1o
say s “Why art thou cast down, O my soul, and
why art thou disquieted within me? Hope
thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for
the help of his countenane The keys that
unlock the doorways of success are hammered
out on the anvil of inflexible resolution,

3. He is humble,  Instantly he turned to God
for counsel.  There was no rushing up o e
bron, cager to enter upon the kingdom so long
withheld from him, After such a life as he ha!
lived, suffering from hunger, pinched with cold,
contending  with enemies both at home and
abroad, it would not have been surprising if
David bad instantly marched his army eof dar
ing warriors to the capital and elaimed his
vights as king,  He had been anointed years In
fore.  Samuel had solemnly set him apart for
the office of king. ‘Then why wait? At such
times delays are dangerous.  Saul had left \
son, and that son was supported by men of the
spirit and courage of Abner, and any hesitation
might be fatal to David's chances of securing
the crown, Besides, David was a young man,
and youth is nearly always eager and impetuons

But we notice how he insists upon knowing
first what is God's will in the mattor, Anything
else is of Tittle consequence, is soldiers might
chafe at the delay, His friends argue and ox-
postulate,  His trusted counsellors plead wiih
him for haste. Messengers come announeing the
plans of Abner. But no matter what the delay
involved he took time to ascortain the will of
God.  And many a life would be saved from dis-
aster, many a false ambition checked in its lo-
ginning, many a weary, hopeless task prevented,
if young men would earnestly seek to discover
God’s purpose in them and for them. IHave
not all learned that “Sin" in its root meaning
is “missing the mark™? The arrow fails to strike
the target. God has for every life a purpose,
For that purpose the life is divinely prepared.
In the working out of that purpose life has
its noblest success. Anything else is missing the
mark, and though from the world's standpoint
the life may be a success, God adjudges it a
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failure. 1t iy then of the utmost consequence
that like David we earnestly inquire what God
desires, or ask as the apostle, “Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do¥* 7, &o out into life with-
out the definite guidance of God would he Worse,
infinitely worse, than going down into the cata-
combs without a light op guide, or sailing ACrosy
the ocean without g compass.  The young man
who leans upon hiy own ulnln-rslumlinx will find
that he has neithor pod nor stafl, and that his
wisdom at best iy only a broken reed,

L He i consecrated, Without reserve he
gave himself up to (he service required of him.
\ diflicult task indeed way his, "The people were
discouraged,  The na'tion was divided, A long
terrible war lay before him.  The people of
Philistin: were hent on inutter overthrow of
Israel. No man ever entered on a geryice more
taxing and severe than that given to David,
But once fully persuaded that (God had calleq
lim to this duty, he gave himself to jt with a
consecration that knew no limits, and thus ac-
complished the work for which he was raised
up. The results are very obvious, Ip time the
uation was united and David's throne estalh-
lished in peace; the Philistines were defeated
again and again ; Israel bhoeame a mighty, tri-
umphant people, and the fame of Jerusalem ex-
tended everywhere,

And now concerning our kingdom, the king-
dom of the soul, of character, of life, the king-
dom to which we are called, do we not gee that
the four qualities which were go influential in
the case of David are of equal value to us? 1f
we are magnanimous, resolute, humble, conge-
erated, our kingdom win be one favored of God,
and the throne of our heart will he established
in peace,

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson,
FROM OUTLAW 10 King,

David was anointed king by Samuel when
he was about tw, Nty years old; by the people
wihen he wag thirt)

He begins his reign religiously ; he asks of the
Lord if he shall &0 up from his wandering exile
to a city, and to what one (verse 1), [fe be-
gins very tactfully. He sends messages of hlegs-
ing to the men of Jabesh-gilead, who had
done honor to the bodies of Saul ang his sons
(verse 5),

He announced that Judah haq chosen him
king. He did not claim authority over Israel,
though he was Saul's son-in-law anq was
divinely ealled to be king over the whole nation,
He waited seyen and a half years for Israel to
‘ome to_him, 'Mea_nwhile Saul’s house made

SUNDAY SCHoo01 BANNER, 643

war against him, but he simply defended him-
self, thinking it better to have Israel come yol-
untarily, instead of coming as conquered gul-
jeets, He knew God would accomplish  hig
purposes, It was David'y part to be ready
and wait,

Teach :

1. Lowly life may become great,

20 A man iy not great merely for himself, but
for his family, hig country, and hig God; not

merely for his day, but for a thousand years
after,
3. As David said to God (2 Sam. 22, 3¢),

“Thy kentleness hath made me great,” g0 he
used the same means to make his people great,
He succeeded marvelously,  Krom being hostile
tribes, given to intery ne war, and al| their
territory inlz-l'ln-m-lrulwl by their "nemies, they
became g compacted nation, They lived the
recorded incidents, ang Wrote the best of the Olq
Testame it Scriptures for all the coming ages,

Thoughts for Young People.
THE ELEMENTS OF pAvip's SUCCESS,

L An element of David's suceess wag the
recognition by all the people that in him lay
capaciticy  for /:-mlrrxhip. People saw that
David had been the reg) king even when Saul
wore the crown,

2. An element of David's success was the
promise of (tod, known to the people, and sure
of accomplishment, He who had Gog's word
with him eannot fail,

3. An clement of David's success was his
Iaw-nhitliny and honorable character, ready to
make concessions, to maintain the rights of the
people, and thus hold their loyal adherence,

4. An element of David's suceess was the
wisdom of hig plans, and the vigor with which
he caecuted them, in taking advantage of the
popular enthusiasm to subdue his realm and
subject its enemies,

5. An clement of David's success was the
presence of the Lord with him, and the help of”
the Lord in his behalf, e kept in fellowship
with God, as hig Psalms show, and so grew
great,

6. An clement of David's success was his
faith, giving him insight into God's purpose, ard
power to see God's hand in his life,

‘7. An clement of David’s success was, h’n
humility, enabling him to see that he wag ex-,
alted, not for his own sake, but for the sake of ,
God's cause,
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‘Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes, one read aloud 1 Sam, 31, 11-13, and question * ought

SURBOUNDINGS, the pupils to ascertain whether they understan Lord w
é . " N teaiibianal the kindness done by the men of Jabesh-gilead. ness ; g

Time. B. C. 1056 according to the tradi . (Show this place on the map.) Then ask: ought
:::;;‘i’;:? # 1017 according to the Assyrian in- What was told David concerning these men - Yoiir &

Places. Hebron, the first capital. Afterward :;xt:tox:e:::zeitd:l’o:; )“nd to them? (Have depends
David conquered Jerusalem and made it his cap- David's Rival (\'ers'ea 810). What was the Ii;re'ctio
ital. Jabesh-gilead and Mahanaim. name of Saul's son? What do you know about nr‘.‘?: ‘

Sexh Have two or thres puplls read what o' S HOT NG 810; 4. 58.) Who made Gl
they have written on ‘:!low David Recelved the him king? Over what territory? (Point out on »e nre';
News of Saul's Death,” and commend the work the map the places mentioned in verse 9, and anl
done. explain the difference between Judah and Is- thing I

AFPROACH, rael.)  Where did Ish-bosheth live? How oll faith,

As most of the Intermediate pupils have \ui'ho when he became king? For how lon: “Why sl
studied, or are now studying, Canadian history,  qiq e reign? We l’faw
their knowledge of that subject may be made APPLICATION. a2 land o
use of. Describe the settlement of _C““‘d‘ by Ask: Why is it necessary to havea king? Why rebellion,
the Fiench; explain the events leading to the 45 we have a Governor-General? Get the pupils Why La;
English conquest, and how afterwards the dif- talking about the various executives (such as until life
ferent provinces were joined more CIQW.IY by Lieutenant-Governor, mayor, et al.) with whom true foll
Confederation, so as to form the Dominion of they are acquainted. Then talk about the law face forw
Canada. (If these facts can be developed by  1akers and the laws. Show the absolute necessit stant att
questioning, so.mucb the better.) Then quickly for laws, for lawmakers, and for those whose into the
review, i.n outline, the history of the people of duty it is to see that the laws are executed, Transfigu
God, their exodus from ‘Egypt, their wanderings From civil laws turn to the physical law-, ;'(.":4
in the wilderness, their crossing the Jordan, 414 then to the laws that have to do with our house of
their conquest of the promised l_““d- their feder-  j, a1j00tual nature, Then speak about the n- the ﬂerre(:
ation under the judges, and their choice of Saul  cegsity for spiritual laws. Show that God in anointed |
as king, which was the beginning of the king- ;4 wisdom and in his love makes these laws, great cris
dom. (Again, if possible, draw out these facts and in his justice rewards those who keep standin .
by questions.) Then say: We are going to have  ypop apg punishes those who break then. larged ::
a continuation of this wonderful story in our Finally, impress the fact that to each indi. oty a';
next lesson. Let us all open our Bibles at the vidual is given the power to choose to keep fhesh dem:
place. God's laws and to obey him as king. Ask all repeated a

UNFOLDED TEXT. to print : opportunit
That we may remember the text the more 1 CHOOSE GOD AS cles. It §
easily, we will summarize it as follows : back to an
M Y K I N G‘ we must be
J(\ QUESTIONS. ing the sch
ANOINTING., FOR ALL TIME. stepping fo
MESSAGE. STUDY IN ADVANCE. standing a
RIVAL. , again when
Tell the pupils that the lesson for mext Sun- biti ]
abe ; when

David’s Questions (verses 1-3). Ask: Of day has been selected as a Temperance Lesson, or State—ey
whom did David inquire? What did he ask? and that the larger part of the time will be de- by a definit
What was the answer? What was David's voted to the subject of “total abstinence.” Ask nhfrpnh ey
second question? What was the answer? What each one to write during the week an answer spirit with }
did David then do? Whom did David take with  to the question: Which is better, temperance or Verse 6. |
him to Hebron? (Point to this place on the total abstinence? Why? ing on one
map.) Review word, “King.” one who n:

David's Anointing (verse 4a). To vary the blessing to ¢
method a little, instead of questioning, picture Mr Moody |
the anointing of David and explain what is By Way of Ilfustration. meeting that
meant by the term “Judah.” (For David's Verse 1. “Shall I go? Whither shall I go?” is said to he
former anointing see 1 Sam. 16. 1-13,) “Whither” is as important as “whether” when I had your by

David’s Message (verses 4b to 7). Have some

you are asking guidance in your plans. You of yours in f;
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lord wants you to go away from home or busj.

are to go, you may be sure Yyou are well directed,

Guidance, We cannot claim guidance unless
we are willing to be led, “But,” says one, “how
can I know that he will not require of me some-
thing I do not wish to do?’ Alas! this ig not
faith, The surrendered heart does not say,
“Why should I 80 this way rather than that?”
We have lived all too long in the “why.” It is
a land of hesitation, or doubt, and may end in
rebellion. Some have continued so long in the
Why Land that the “why” has prolonged itself
until life has become a perpetual whine, God's
true followers live in the What Land, With
face forward, “What next, Lord?” is their con.-
stant attitude, Brother, get out of the “why”
into the “what.,”—py, J. H. Myers, in The
Transfigured Life,

Verse 4. “They anointed David king ovey the
house of Judah” Anointed first by Samuel in
the secrecy of his father’s house, he was now
anointed king over his own people. At each
great crisis of our life, and especially when
standing on the threshold of Some new and en-
larged sphere of service, we should seek and re-
ceive a fresh anointing to fit us to fulfill its
fresh demands, There should be successive and
repeated anointings in our life-history as our
opportunities widen out in ever-increasing cir-

We must be anointed with fresh oil. When leay-
ing the school for the college, and again when
stepping forth from the college to work; when
standing at the altar to become a wife, and
again when bending over the cradle of the first
babe ; when summoned to public office in Church
or State—each new step should be characterized
by a definite waiting on God that there may be
a fresh enduement of power, a recharging of the
8pirit with his might.—#", B. Meyer.

Verse 6. 1t is not enough to ask God's bless.
ing on one who has done a kindness to us or on
one who needs help, We also ought to he a
blessing to the one for whom we pray. When
Mr. Moody heard a rich man pray in a prayer
meeting that a needy cause might have help, he
is said to have called out, “Brother Blank, if
I had your bank account I'd answer that prayer
of yours in five minutes,” We must be workers
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" ought to know in the first place whether the .

together with God in order to hawe (fod a
worker together with us, James, that prac-
tical sociologist, says, “If a brother or sister-
be naked and destitute of daily food, and ome-
of you say unto them, Depart in beace, be ye-
warmed and filled ; notwithstanding ye give them.
not those things which are needful to the body ;.
what doth it profit 7" Sidney Smith says, “We-
are any of yus ready to pose as the Good:
Samaritan if we do not have to bind up wounds-
and give our oi] and two pence.” We must dg-
as David did—not only call down heaven's bene-
diction, but also ourselyes “requite thig kind-
ness,"” —_—

Hun'l'dlnon!hcu-on.

There is much that is strange to the Christian»
conscience in the conduct of David, The temeh--
ings of Jesus have given us a moral sense whickh:
the best men of ancient times seem not to have-
had.  We live in the noonday. The customs of
that time, if practiced openly, would not be-
tolerated now in decent society,

ence which he undoubtedly hagd, Jesus says, .
“The words that I speak unto you, the same -
shall judge you at the last day,” Not by David, .
nor by the low standard of society, but by the:-
precepts of Christ, shall our manner of life be-
approved or condemned, Does any one ask, Is:
the world growing better under the influence of *
Christianity? Lot the present attitude of afp;
civilized people toward such sins as David’g an--
swer,

Aside from these facts so truthfully told fw»
the Bible history the spirit of David was, like -
“David’s greater Son,” gentle, true; magnani- -
mous, noble. He did not turn to God for help.
in adversity and forget him in Drosperity. The-
first thing he did after he became king was to»
ask divine direction as to where he should five..

definite in hig request, and received a definite -
answer: “Shall T go up into any of the citiess
of Judah? And the Lord said to him, Go up.
And David said, Whither shall 1 20 up? and e
said, Unto Hebron,” | do not know how the-
Answer was given, but it was satisfactory. Ged
has not changed. “In everything” we may make
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request and be certainly guided. I could not

think of living any other way.

*“So safe, so calm, so satisfied,
The soul that trusts in Thee.”

David seems to have held no resentment in his
heart. It is a beautiful trait of character to be
commended and imitated, Ie was deeply grate-
ful to those who showed respectful kindness to
Saul by giving him proper burial, He sincerely
mourned for Abner, although he had been his
enemy. When the head of Ish-bosheth, who had
usurped his right as king, was brought to him
he said: “If you think I will reward you for
taking this man’s life yeu are mistaken, as was
the man who brought me word that Saul was
dead. It is the Lord, not man, who redeems
me from adversity.” God had promised that he
should be king over Israel. He believed God,
and waited his time and his way. It came true
as God said: They anointed David king over
Israel.”

“Wait thou his time, so shall this night
Soon end in glorious day.”

David was thirty years old when he began to
reign. From fifteen to thirty—what momentous
years! Character is forming then ; not a golden
hour must be wasted. Do not say, “Boys must
be boys,” or, “Time enough to be saints when
we are older.” If you are not good and true
from fifteen to thirty the chances are against
you after that. It is the good, strong boys and
girls that make the good, strong men and women.
A man over eighty was received into the church.
The pastor said, “This is a good day for you,
my brother.”  “Yes,” he said, and very sadly
added, “but it is a late day.” Saved; but with
glorious opportunities lost. It is said of David
that he “went on going and growing.” You have
to “go on going;” life does not turn backward ;
but to “go on growing” you must have the Lord
God with you as did the young king of Israel,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

This lesson may well be used to show young
men and women how to succeed. It is easy to
analyze David's character and show that similar
qualities now displayed by the most ordinary
person would produce success, both spiritual and

lar.  Consider the el s of character

which made David great, as follows: 1. His
communion with God; while he lived and toiled
and struggled in a matter-of-fact world he lived
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in communion with the Infinite and his heart
was in heaven. 2. His obedience to God; Le
not only sought out God's will (Saul did that ),
but he followed it also. 3. His prompt
action; he won his battles by striking qu

So Alexander said he conquered the world
not delaying, and Napoleon won his victories
by getting fifteen minutes ahead of the enemy,
4. His sympathy and generosity, his nobility of
nature, won the loyal adherence of followers
«v..The way of blessing for God's chosen ones
is the same in all ages. It is to find out and to
follow the will of the Lord. David inquired
and obeyed. “To obey is better than sacrifice.”

Blackboard,
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David owed his accession to the throne, not to
the ordinance of man, but to the divine choice
and decree. He was a sovereign in more than
name, for his selection was due to those splendid
traits which distinguished him as one singu-
larly fitted to be an emperor as well as leader
for the nation. The strength and valor of his
character was tempered by a heartiness and
sympathy that won to him the good will and
affection of the people, and inspired in them a
fealty never realized by any subsequent ruler.
David's greatness was due to his divine appoint-
ment, but dependent upon his own communion
with and obedience to God.

Coloring.—Crown, yellow; text; blue and
white; “David” and “king,” red; other words,
white,

Library References,

SECOND SAMUEL.—Commentaries, . Smith, /n-
ternational Critical Commentary. Kirkpatrick,
Cambride Bible, Terry, Whedon’s Commentary.
Blaikie, Eapositor's Bible. +Introductions of
Driver, Wright, Green, and: Harman, ¢
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DAVID THE Kine.—See references on Les. 130; also vol. jij, bage 351. Geikie, Hours with
son V, especially the Lives of David by Taylor, the Bible, vol, i, pages 327-320, 366 ; also vol. iii,
Deane, Chandler, Meyer, etc, Index. Lives of David, and Bible ‘dictionaries,"

ABNER, SoN oF NER—Bruce, First Three Isu-uoslmru.—Bruce, First Three Kings of
Kings of Isracl, page 241, Stanley, Jewish Isracl, page 250, Stanley, Jewish Chureh, vol,
Church, vol. ii, Kittel, History of the Hebrews, ii, page 86, Kittel, History of ‘the Hebrews,
vol. ii. Hastings, Obscure Characters, page 81, Index, Ewald, History of Israel, Index, Lives
Lives of David, and Bible dictionaries, of David, and Bible dictionaries, 7

HEBRON.—Sayce, Patriarchal Palestine, In- A most diligent search fails to reyea] any
dex. Stanley, Jewish Church, vol, ii, pages 85, printed sermons on the lesson,

——

LESSON XII1, Abstinence from Evil, + [Sept. 20,
GOLDEN TEXT, Be not drunk with wine, whetein is excess, Eph, 5, 18,
AUTHORIZED VERsION, REvIsED VErsion,*

1Pet. 4, 1-11, [ Commit to memory verses 1, 2, 1 Forasmuch then ag Christ suffered in the
1 l“or:sn;]uc}lnl then as Chrislt hatllpksuq'ered f:)lll' ©Sh, arm ye yourselves also with the same
us in the flesh, arm yourselves li ewise wi mind ; for he that hath suffered in the flesh
:ll("‘.\:hsxll]lllllﬁln(l‘:‘:gédﬁ;:ﬂl: ;il:la;t hath suffered iu’the hath ceased from sin; 2 that ye no longer
2 That he no longer should live the rest of  Should live the rest of your time in the flesh to
his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the lusts of men, but to the will of God, 3 For
the will of God. the time past may suffce to have wrought the
3 For the time past of our life may suffice us desire of the Gentiles, and to have walked in

to have wrought the will of the Gen'tiles, when lasciviousness Tusts, winebibbings,
we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of : 'd bana ble 1 ngs, .revelingu,
wine, revelings, banquetings, ani abominable ~ arousings, and abominable idolatries : 4 whepe-

idolatries : in they think it strange that ye run not with
4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run  them into the same excess of riot, speaking
not with them to'the same excess of riot, speak-  ayj] of you: 5 who shall give account to him
""i l"\;l: of l;:”;l-' » b e that is ready to judge the living and the dead.
5 Who_shall give account to Mm that is ¢ g, unto this end w. ;
ready to judge the quick and the dead., . ]ls lm(l was the gospel pr?a(hed
G For for this cause was the gospel preached ?v‘;" Y .“P uead, that t!wy might be Judg.ed
also to them that-are dead, that they might be  indeed according to men in the flesh, but live
Judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit,
su:u]«{hngﬂto (m;] ':.' tl}:et;}unt.‘s at hand: be ye 7 But the end of all things is at hand : be ye
“":n,f(::»: s:l):l!:(n:(lnwak'hnﬁ:tlo prayer. x therefore of sound mind, and be sober unto
8 And above all things have fervent charity  Prayer: 8 above all things being fervent in
among yourselves: for charity shall cover the  your love among yourselves; for loye coveretl

multitude of sins, @ multitude of sins: 8 using hospitality one to
9 Use hospitality one to another without  another without murmuring: 10 according as
grudging, each hath received a gift, ministering it among

10 As every man hath received the gift, even % - M ifol
%o minister the same one to another. as good  Yourselves, as good stewards of the manifold
stewards of the manifold grace of God, grace of God; 11 if any man speaketh, speak-

11 If any man speak, let him speak as the ing as it were oracles of God; if any man min‘-
oracles of God: if any man minister, let him do istereth, ministering as of the strength which
it ﬂ-*nof ,t!w ability v}vu'vhl G'ord fimth: t‘hn} 232 God supplieth: that in all things God may be
m all things may be glorifiec rough Je P’ - 8 &
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for- glorified thlough.J‘onus Christ, whose is the

glory and the dominion forever and ever, Amen.
ever and ever, Amen,

Time and Place.—The First Epistle of W. Laying aside evil. James 1. 21-27,
Peter was probably written about A. D, 63 Th. Putting off. Eph, 4. 11-24,

from Babylon, F. Take heed. Luke 21. 29-38,
8. Wise walking. Eph. 5. 11-21,
Home Readings, 8. The day of the Lord. 2 Pet. 3. 1-12,

; Aot —-\*\h'
M. Abstinence from Evil. 1 Pet. 4, 1-11, +The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nlsoh
Sons, +

Tu. Dead to sin, Rom. 6. 1-11. &




Lesson Hymas.

Mew Canadian Hymnal, No, 415,
Standing on the promises of Christ my King,
rough eternal ages let his praises ring ;
Glory in the highest I will shout and sing,
Standing on the promises of God,

Mew Canadian Hymnal, No, 335,
Homes there are of want and sorrow,
Where the sunlight ne’er appears :
Only srief, and woe, and pallor,
’Mid the flow of burning tears.

8 ew Canadlian Hymnal, No, 338,
8ee, the Church of Christ arises,
Smile or trown of man despises,
Forward is the cry it raises,
For a great crusade,
m
Questions for Senior Schol
L. Neparation from the Ungodly (v. 1-6.)—
Whe set the example of suffering? In what
way are we to follow it? With what are we to
arm ourselves? What the purpose of it? What
is meant by living in the flesh? Where is
tanght the will of God? Lasciviousness? Revel-
iings? Excess of wine? Banquetings? Idola-
itries? What is the strange blindness of wrong?
‘Wheo is to judge all men? Who must give ac-
wount? Was the Gospel to condemn or save?
Xs it for death or life?

2. Christian and Social Duties (v. 7-11),—
‘What does Paul say of love (charity)? In
what spirit must hospitality be practiced? How
;are men to give? What should measure one's
-mervice? Has God given something to all?
What determines how much one shall receive?
:Stewards? Do men really own anything? How,
«then, should they use it?

3. Practical Application. What difference
{s there between the ordinary moral sense of
«the public now and in Paul's day? What
~erought this difference? How can we arm our-
selves with the mind that was in Christ? What
‘amdnlgences should we avoid for Christ’s sake?
To whom must we personally give “account”?
In what sense is “the end of all things” always
“at band”? How may we put into practice, in
“home, church, school, and business life, the in-
_#unctions of verses 8-11?

Ouesti Qehal

for Int diat,

A. Entire Separation from Sin (v. 1-4).—
‘What example is given for imitation? What is
said of suffering? Whose will should control
ghe life? What vices are mentioned? What
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attitude should be taken in regard to them? 1,
what way were Christians misunderstood ?

2. Preparation for the Judgment (v. 5-7)
What account must each one give? When shu|
it be given? Why is the Gospel preached? 1p
what way is the end to be considered near*
What should be done in order to be ready?

3. Christian Love and Faithful Stewardship
(v. 8-11).—In order to avoid evil what should
be had? What does love do in respect to sin*
What practical form should love take? Ioyw
should all gifts be regarded? How should they
be used? What special care should be used in
speaking for God? To what extent shoul|
others be helped?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

Who was Peter? How did he live? How did
he die? He was crucified at Rome. Was le
ever afraid to confess Christ? When? At the
trial of Christ. What was he afterward? o
whom did he write letters? Iow many are in
the New Testament? Two. What kind of
words are in them? What does he warn Chris-
tians against? What did the people around
them love best? A life of pleasure. What (il
they often have? Feasts, What did they frecly
use then? Wine. What did it do? Destroyed
their minds. What did he urge them to be?
What did he wish them to have “above all
things"”? What does it cover? What should
Christians share? How should they speak and
give?

A Review in Six Questions,

1. What is the Christian’s imperative duty?
To think as Christ thought and stand at
Christ's point of view. 2. What duty follows
this? To turn away from all evil practices
3. What will sinners do and say? They will
speak evil of us, 4. Who will make all things
right? The great judge. 5. What is our
GoOLbEN TEXT? “Be not,” ete. 6. What are
we taught about love? “Love covers a multi-

tude of sins.”

The Church Catechism,

42. What are the duties to God enjoined in the
first table? The duties enjoined in the first t:ble
are the acknowledgment and service of the only
true God ; his worship in spirit and truth, with
out sup iti and idol forms ; reverence
for his name ; and observance of the day set apart
for religious rest and worship.
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THE LESSON OUTLINE,
El of Christian Useful

L. Purrry,
Hath ceased from sin. v, 1.
Flee these things; and follow after right-
eousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness, 1 Tim, 6, 11,

Abstain from all appearance of evil, 2 Thess,
5. 22,
IT. WATcHrULNESS,
Watch unto prayer, v, 7.
Watch and pray lest ye enter into tempta-
tion. Mark 14. 38,
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly
out of temptation, 2 Pet. 2, 9,
IT1. Love,
Have fervent charity, v, 8.
Thou shalt love thy neighbor ag thyself.
Matt. 19, 19,

Have not charity, I am nothing. 1 Cor,
13. 2

IV. GENEgosiTy,
Use hospitality . , | without grudging, v, 9.

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers,
Heb, 13, 2,

Freely ye have
Matt. 10, 8,
The Lord loveth a cheerful giver. 2 Cor,

9.7

received, freely give,

B
V. FArruruLness,
Minister as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God. v, 10,
It is required in stewards that a man be
found faithful, 1 Cor. 4, 2,
Blessed is that servant, whom his lord shal)
find so doing. Luke 12, 43.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

The First Epistle of Peter has much in common with Peter’s utterances

speech before the Sanhedrin, and in 1 Pet, 2, 7, 8, he
builders which has become the head of the corner,

speaks of *“the Judge of the quick and the dead.”

throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia ;" apparently to Christian;
Jewish or Gentile, within the bounds of what we now call Asia Minor, Bithynia is th:
Pliny wrote, a few years after the date of this epistle of Peter, that Christianity b

hold on its inhabi

that the t

4 reason for keeping aloof from prevalent vices,

recorded in the Acts, In his

alludes to Christ as the stone, set at nought of the

In his address given in Acts 5, 80, and in 1 Pet, 2. A,
he refers to Christ as ‘““being hanged on a tree.” In his address to the Corinthians,

) and in 1 Pet. 4, 5, he
The epistle is inscribed “to the strangers scattered
8 in general, whether
e province of which
ad taken such a firm

of the gods were deserted and the sacrifices discontinued, The
epistle was written when the apostle was an old man,

ness of thought, and terseness of expression. “ It geems to be composed of a succession of
fitted to constitute the subject of a discourse,” In our lesson we are directed to the sufferi,

It shows a warm and tender heart, great compact®
texts, each one
ngs of Christ as

—

Verse 1. Forasmuch then as Christ hath
{omit “hath") suffered. The reference is to
1 Pet. 3. 18. 1In all his sufferings he shows a
forgiving spirit, meekness, gentleness, and com-
Dlete self-possession, For us should be omitted,
In the flesh, In his physical life. Apm your-
selves likewise [“arm ye yourselves also”] with
the same mind, As g soldier puts on armor for
defense in battle, do you arm yourselves with
his resolution, for that is what “ming” here
means, He was “minded” to suffer for the
glory of God. Let us follow his example. But
in the broadest sense the mind of Jesus, his

Not that all suffering purifies
from sin; nothing could be further from the
postle’s meaning than that pernicious doctrine,
Peter here has Christ in mind and the believer
who has identified himself with Christ. The

life of the ancient unchristian world was
sensual and fleshly, Jts religions and jts
philosophies were ‘“carnal,” and Peter, like
Paul, recognized that before there can be “life
to righteousness” there must be “death to sin,”
So gross and foul was ordinary life in those
days that when a man became a Christian he
had to break with nearly every association of
business, friendship, home, and temple, This
involved suffering, and the suffering is called
“in the flesh” by way of contrast to those suf-
ferings of spirit” which the awakened con-
science feels. It was the same doctrine that

Paul teaches in the exhortation, “Mortify [that
is, kill] the deeds of the body.” Self-denial of
the carnal life ends in entire freedom from sin,

2. This verse may be read: “That ye no
longer should live the rest of your time in the

flesh by the lusts of men, and by the will of
God.”

What the “lusts” are is shown in the
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next verse, Their indulgence was the ordinary
rule of life in the ancient pagan world. It is
far more generally the rule of our unchristian
fellow-citizens than we in our respectable self-
satisfaction care to acknowledge. But our rule
is to be the will of God, and according to that
will we are to live out the rest of our time in
the flesh—our lifetime.

3. The time past of our life [omit “of our
kfe"]. Better, “your life.” May suffice. “Is
sufficient.” “Not even the past time ought to
have been wasted in lust, but since you cannot
recall it, at least lay out the future to better
account.”  Wrought the will [“desire”] of the
Gentiles. By conforming to their heathenish
practices. “‘Gentile” is here used in the sense
of pagans. Their “will” means their tastes,
inclinations, and habits. Lasciviousness. In
the plural form—outbreaks of lasciviousness.
Lusts. Desires for indulgence; the inner prin-
ciples of wickedness. Ezcess of wine [“wine-
bibbings”]. Amid modern conditions and in
ordinary circumstances all indulgence in wine
is excess. The three vices here named are per-
sonal; the next three are social. Revelings,
Frolics. The ancient pagans adopted sensual
frolics as part of their religion, and the gods
and goddesses were worshiped by the maddest
and foulest of orgies. Torches, singing, danc-
ing, and fanatical rites became ingrafted on
nearly all the old religions. Ecstasy, fury, and
sensuality were intermingled in the extravagant
behavior of both men and women. Banquet-
ings [“carousings”]. “Drinking bouts.” Abom-
inable idolatries. That they were indeed abom-
inable these details show, but the thought here
is that they were unlawful violations of God’s
law.

4. They think it strange that ye run not
with them to [“into”] the same ewxcess of riot.
The whole world was running together to ruin
and was half conscious of the awful fact, but
they could not understand the self-control of
those who had established their faith in God
through Christ. Speaking evil of you. They
began by misunderstanding and went on to mis-
representation. The early Christians were
charged with almost every infamous crime,

5. Who shall give account to him that is
ready to judge the quick [“living”] and the
dead. God will clear you and. punish your
maligners.

[Sept. 20,

6. For this cause [“For unto this end"”],
Because the judgment is imminent. Was th
gospel preached also to them that are dead
[“even to the dead”]. This is usually e
plained to mean that all responsible human
beings now dead received in their lifetime suffi
cient light to enable them, if so disposed, to be
saved by the atonement of Christ; the 0l
Testament Church, especially, received the Gos-
pel in a very true sense, in the Mosaic rites and
ceremonies ; for the gospel is the fulfillment of
the law. That they might be judged [“in
deed”] according to men in the flesh. The same
principles of judgment will be applied that
would have been applied had they continued to
live until the Lord came. Live according to
God in the spirit. Live in the glorified, spiritua)
body into which all that believe will be exalted
when he comes (1 Thess, 4. 17), The death of
Christ was not designed to deliver us from
mortal death, but to lift us into a nobler life,
spiritual and eternal, which will be perfect in
the resurrection.

7. The end of all things is at hand. “Has
come near.” The old order is passing away.
“Christ is coming, and time counts but little
before the supreme fact, He comes.” Be ye
therefore sober [“of sound mind"], and watch
unto prayer [“and be sober unto prayer”],
Opportunity for prayer is the reason for
sobriety,

8. Have fervent charity among yourselves
[“being fervent in your love among your-
selves”]. THave your love toward one another
intense.

9. Use [‘“‘using”] hospitality one to another
without grudging [“murmuring”]. This in
ancient days was one of the most natural evi-
dences of love, The deep principle of hospi-
tality is as much as ever a Christian grace,

10. Every gift and talent and every pos-
session of our life is an investment of God;
something intrusted to us as stewards. God's
grace is manifold. Let us be faithful.

11. An expansion of the thought of verse 10,
Let each one engage in all activity as perform-
ing noble duties in God. If he directs he is to
be God's oracle; if he serves he is to be God's
servant, that God in all things may be glorificd
through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and
dominion [“whose is the glory and the do-
minion”] forever and ever.

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The Christian Church as it now is in the
world is a greater miracle than any recorded in
the Scriptures, Indeed, it embodies every won-

der and marvel from the Genesis of Moses to
the Apocalypse of St. John. Just as a grain
of wheat represents all the known laws of
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nature—death, life, germination, reproduction,
resurrection—so the Christian Church focalizes
every known law of God, and when properly
understood stands as the fullest revelation of
the divine will. To ask for a sign in these
days when the Church spires cleave every sky,
rise from every hillside, nestle in ever valley,
and when the songs of gratefu) worshipers are
heard in every land under the binding heavens,
is as though one stood under the blazing light
of midday and demanded proof that there was
a sun. The sun is its own proof. No other
evidence is necessary. Anything so supremely
and magnificently self-evident is such a demon-
stration that argument js senseless,

And how has the Church attained jts growth
and proportions so that it is the mightiest
moral and spiritual force in all the earth?
Simply by entering into the spirit of the lesson
which it is our privilege to study to-day.

1. The Christian’s Armor.  Not coats of
mail, nor glittering spear; not massive shield,
nor two-edged sword ; not javelins that may be
thrown with terrible force, nor daggers held
with mereiless lmnd—nolhing of this kind is
allowed in Christian warfare, The Christian’s
\veapons are not carnal, but spiritual. He is
to be armed with the mind of Christ; anything
more is contrary to the divine plan, anything
less will result in defeqt, How strange that in
a rough, brawling world like this, where men
take each other by ‘the throat, where each one
seems to battle with his neighbor, where the
struggle is so fierce that the weak and defense-
less are crushed remorselessly, that meekness,
gentleness, kindness, tenderness, are the only
Weapons permissible to the Christian, and that
when he assumes any other he is violating the
spirit of the Gospel!  And if these things are
%0 now, how much more when Peter wrote the
words of our lesson? For what chance seem-
ingly had meekness then? or who cared any-
thing for gentleness? In those days the battle-
field, the arena, the amphitheater, had the chief
place in popular thought, and men were valued
only for their skill in conflict and their power
to fight, And yet—and here is the miracle of
it—wherever men were armed with the mind
of Christ they prevailed ! Brutality went down
before meekness : cruelty fled before kindness ;
the sword was sheathed in the presence of gen-
tleness, and tenderness was mightier than an
army with banners. The mind of Christ is a
tremendous force, Nothing can resist it, It is
not the man of high temper, of imperious will,
of domineering mind, of tyrannous spirit, who
gains power and influence in the life of the
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world, But the quiet man, the Ppatient map, the
man who controls himself, who is meek under
brovocation, who endures without complaint,
who returns good for evil, who loves his enemies
and even blesses those who curse him—that
man invariably wing in the end, Sooner or
later the meek shal] inherit the earth,

2. The Christian’s  Attitude. Everywhere
the Gospel repudiates compromise, There is no
parleying with sin, In Athens Paul denounced
idolatry, In Ephesus he exposed sorcery,
Wherever the disciples went they were unspar-
ing in their reproofs of evil, No matter how
deeply bedded were the habits and customs of
the people, or how interwoven they had become
with the national life, immedimely the stand-
ards of the Gospel were raised against them,
and from that standard there was no appeal.
No wonder Peter writes, “They think it strange
that ye run not with them to the same excess,”
Doubtless they thought it very strange that g
little company of poor, plain, simple men and
women should hold themselyves apart from cus-
toms which prevailed S0 generally, and they
laughed at them, held them up to ridicule, made
them a public reproach, and in every way pos-
sible tried to have them fall in with the habits
of the people, Here and there one failed, for
the pressure was very severe and the persecu-
tion most bitter, but the great body were mar-
velously loyal. Hence they would not eat
meats that were tainted with idolatry ; they
would not share in wine cup  orgies; they
rigorously abstained from the evils by which
they were surrounded, and if needs be would die
rather than violate their covenant as disciples
of Christ. And their attitude should be ours,
For the same principles apply, the same laws
are in force, There never can be any compro-
mise between good and evil. Each is unalter-
ably opposed to the other, and neither ean exist
in the presence of the other. The removal of
light means the incoming of darkness, when
darkness is driven out it is by the power of
li*ht. Odr attitude therefore must be that of
the early Christians. To compromise with eyi]
is an impossibility, We may try to do so, but
that means a lowering of the flag, which is
nothing more or less than treason. One may
be a traitor without firing a gun, or accepting
a bribe, or donning the enemy’s uniform, Any-
thing less than absolute abstinence from evil is
a surrender of principles for which Christ died.

3. The Christian’s Alertness, The price of
safety is eternal vigilance, See the sailor on
the ship’s bow peering into the darkness or fog.
Should he withdraw his eyes from their ap-
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pointed task and be content with looking at the
deck on which he stands, a vessel may suddenly
loom up out of the night involving terrible dis-
aster. See the soldier out on the picket line
keeping solitary watch. How much depends on
his fidelity! To hide behind a tree, to close his
eyes in the sleep for which he longs, may mean
the stealthy approach of the enemy, a mid-
night attack, and the defeat of an army. See
the engineer in the cab of the locomotive. A
failure on his part to see the warning light
may plunge the heavy train over an embank-
ment, or send it crashing into some other train,
thus bringing death to uncounted homes. The
only way to avoid wreckage and ruin in life is
by constant watchfulness. Therefore the lesson
well exhorts us to be sober, serious, earnest,
watchful lest we are caught unawares, and fall
victims to the great enemy of our souls. Watch
against temptations, Watch against the growth
of evil habits. Watch against the encroach-
ments of sin. Watch against our own weak-
mess. And only by this constant watchfulness
can we maintain our discipleship. It was while
the husbandman slept that the enemy came and
sowed tares in the field. Careless discipleship
means a prayerless discipleship, for the com-
mand is, “Watch unto prayer.”

4. The Christian's Authority. He is to speak
as the oracle of God. The soldier represents
the nation whose uniform he wears. For the
time being the honor of the nation is intrusted
w0 his care. When Lord Kitchener presented the
s.rms of surrender to the Boer leaders he was
aot treating for himself as an individual, but for
the entire nation. So the Christian, young or
old, is the representative of God, and his speech,
his life, his example, his influence, are always
to be in harmony with the position he occupies,
Hence he cannot allow himself to be defiled
with strong drink, for his body has been made
the temple of the Holy Ghost. He cannot be
conformed to the habits and customs of the
world, for he is not his own, he belongs to God,
and he must hold himself in reserve. for God’s
service. Instead of being drunken with wine,
* living in a state of maudlin sentiment or foolish
excitement, stirred up by coarse and vulgar
pleasures, he is to feel the splendid thrill of
divihe inspiration, enjoy constant fellowship
with God, enter into a life that throbs with
holy influence, and though engaged with the
duties of his calling here he is really throned
above principalities and powers, and abides
under the shadow of the Almighty,

To be filled with the Spirit, as suggested by
the GOoLDEN TEXT, means the mind that was in
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Christ, an attitude of opposition to everything
evil, an alertness which is never lulled into in-
dolence, and an authority against which notl.-
ing can prevail. The world offers us a wine
cup of revelry and excitement, God offers in
stead his own abiding presence.

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson,
VICES AND VIRTUES CONTRASTED.

Looked at period by period, the history of
the race seems one long catastrophe. Nation:
rise to eminence only to rush to ruin. Of
course a survey of the whole history shows g
real advance, but what are the causes of sucl
world-wide catastrophies? The Bible must cer
tainly show these causes. They are given in
verse 3:

1. Licentiousness, that is, sexual degenera v
whereby most nations have perished.  They
have made a religion of debauchery and en.
throned prostitutes as divinities, All vigor of
manliness is sapped, all ambition enervated,
all possible greatness lapsed into effeminacy.

2. Lusts. All other sorts of mere pleasures,
as opposed to duties and virtues,

3. Winebibbing. It is not “excess of wine "
as our Authorized Version has it. It is any
wine drinking. The Greek is a single word,
and “winebibbing” well translates it.

4. Revelings. Furious frolics.

5. Carousings. Drinking bouts.

6. Abominable idolatries. Since the so-called
gods were characterized by every lust and
crime it is not strange that their votarics
should be,

That the early Christians should set them-
selves against all these sins at once, and wor-
ship a pure God and be pure themselves, not
running into excess, surrendering self and
means, made men think strange of them.

As an incentive to right living Peter lifts the
curtain and shows in the future the day of
judgment. He presents the opposite virtues:
(1) Live according to God; (2) be of sound
mind, not insane by drink, be sober; (3)pray;
(4) have ceaseless love; (5) use hospitality;
(6) speak as the oracles of God.

The summary of the vices is hell; of the
virtues, heaven. Anyone can choose which he
will have forever.,

Thoughts for Young People.
CHRIST'S SUFFERINGS,

1. Try to understand what the sufferings of
Jesus were. “He suffered in the flesh.” No
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one can read the gospel without seeing indica-
tions of those sufferings. 1. There can be no
doubt that Jesus was exempted from many of
the physical ills from which we suffer, We
can only think of him as healthy, not only be-
cause of his birth, but because the exacting
nature of his self-forgetful work required a
perfect physique, Besides this, we must re-
member that many of our physical sufferings
we bring on ourselves, Idleness, self-indulgence,
artificial modes of life, irregularities, are the
causes of many of the ills which flesh is heir
to; but the life of Jesus was exquisite in its
simplicity and unstained by a single vicious
propensity, And this reminds us further
that he could not have suffered, as we do,
from a sense of personal sin, from the re-
morse which follows after our utterance of
an unkind word or the indulgence of an evil
propensity, or from the tumult of passion
which rises up within a sinful heart. Yet he
was a sufferer, “He was a Man of Sorrows,
and acquainted with grief.” “Himself took our
infirmities, and bore our sicknesses.,” But be-
sides these his whole life was a martyrdom.
His sensibility, not only to physical pain, but
to mental and moral agony must have been ex-
quisite, 2. Think, too, of his utter loneliness,
His was the solitude of a holy soul surrounded
by sinners; of a heavenly spirit in contact with
things earthly and sensual; of a mind whose
higher thoughts not a single being on earth
could appreciate; whose truest objects in living
and dying as he did none could comprehend,
3. That expression, “in the flesh,” reminds us
of his uncongenial surroundings. He lived and
died among a despised people, and was regarded
45 an outcast even by some of them ! Often
must he have felt as the Jews did when, exiled
from home and fatherland, they hanged their
harps upon the willows, and wept as they re-
membered Zion, saying, “How can we sing the
Lord’s song in a strange land?”

2. How these sufferings were endured by
him, 1. It is evident that he accepted them as
God's appointment for him here. “The cup
which my Father hath given me, shall not I
drink it?” indicates his attitude to trouble
right through. If ga day's ministry brought
him no result, he did not repine; if his own
nation rejected him, he meekly accepted the re-
sult, though with unutterable sorrow over the
issues of it to them; if the cross was to be
faced, he went forth willingly to Calvary, there
to die—the just for the unjust—to bring us
unto God. 2. Notice also that our Lord never
allowed himself to be absorbed in his own sor-
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rows. He was always ready to enter into
other people’s Jjoys and griefs, whatever his
Own sorrows might be, He is not 80 absorbed
in the joys of heaven that he will not listen to
the faltering cry of the lowliest Penitent. [
have known some sufferers who have been
armed with the same mind, Their unselfishness
has been sublime, Their couch of pain has
proved the center of Jjoy and peace to those who
circle round them, [4. Rowland.)

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
SURROUNDINGS.

To-day we have a lesson text that has no
connection, chronological or otherwise, with the
lessons that we haye been studying during the
quarter. It is suggested that the teacher have
the pupils open their Bibles to the place where

the Epistles of Peter, In reference to the
writing of the first letter of Peter, the teacher
should be prepared to answer very concisely the
following questions:  When? Where? To
whom? Why?

APPROACH,

Picture a man who comes home after his
day’s work and finds his wife in bed ill. He
prepares supper for the family, puts the little
ones to bed, makes his wife comfortable, reads
the Bible to her, and prays with her, Ask :
With what is his mind filled? Welcome all
answers and try to get the pupils to understand
that such a man is filled with the Holy Spirit,
who is the Spirit of Love.

Picture another man who comes home and
finding his wife in bed scolds her and swears at
his children unti] they run off and hide from
him. He then becomes enraged and seizing a
cup that is on the table he hurls it at the look-
ing glass, smashes it into pieces, Ask: Do you
suppose that that man reads the Bible to, and
prays with, his wife? Why not? The answer
will be, Because he is drunk, Ask: What
made him drunk?

UNFOLDED TEXT,

While our Scripture text is excellent for
adults, there is very little in it that we can
bring to the comprehension of our Intermediate
boys and girls without spending so much time
in doing so that there will be very little left
for teaching the temperance lesson, Therefore,
it is suggested that the teacher select the verse
that is applicable to the majority of his class
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and from it impress the most-needed truth and
then pass on to the
LESSON,

Have each pupil repeat the Golden Text.
Explain the meaning of “excess,” and ask for
equivalents for “wine.” (One of the saddest
cases of drunkenness of which the writer has
any knowledge is that of a ‘‘beer drinker,”
who has drunk up a good business and who,
when intoxicated, abuses his wife.) Refer to
the stories used in the approach, and talk about
what strong drink leads persons to do. Let the
pupils make a list of these things, as follows :

STRONG DRINK LEADS TO
SWEARING.
LYING.
STEALING.
IMMORALITY.
MURDER.

Have the pupils read aloud what they have
written concerning temperance and total ab-
stinence, and teach: Total abstinence is better
than temperance, because one who drinks
strong drink at all may become a drunkard.
Illustrate and impress this truth until the
pupils realize it. Then ask each one to print:

I WILL NOT TASTE THAT

WHICH ECEIT.

LEADS ISHONESTY.

TO EBAUCHERY.
EATH.

If any member of the class has not yet
signed the total abstinence pledge give one to
him or her with the request to obtain his or her
parents’ consent to sign it.

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask the pupils to prepare for the review on
next Sunday by doing the following during the
week :

1. Review the titles of the quarter’s lessons.

2. Review the Golden Texts of the same.

8. Make from their Lives a list of the words
employed to recall the various lessons. (See
note at the beginning of the HiNTs for Lesson
II, July 12,)

4. Review the application of each Sunday’s
Lesson as printed in their Lives,

5. Be ready to tell the truth that has im-
pressed them most during the quarter,

By Way of Illustration.
Verses 1-}. The mind of Christ. 1In the
ditch there grows the brier, scratching, tearing,
a sign of the curse. It sighs and says, “I have
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neither beauty nor worth. If I were only the
bunch of violets on the bank! If I were only
the -corn over the hedge and could feed the
world. 1 am only a brier!” So have our
hearts cried within us—destitute of love and
faith and good works, harsh and unkind—a sign
of the curse indeed; we wonder what we are
made for. But here comes the gardener and
digs up the brier by the roots and plants it in
his garden. “Ah, he doesn't know me,” says
the brier, “or he would not waste his time like
this!” But the gardener laughs, “If I cannot
get any good out of thee, may be I can put
some good into thee.” And he goes on his way.
But the brier was sadder than ever. In the
ditch it was bad enough, but here with sweet
and dainty flowers on every hand, it was worse,
One day the gardener came and made a little
slit in the bark and put a tiny bud in it. A
few weeks only had passed, and everybody
gathered about the beauty of a rose—the size,
the color, the fragrance of it, all were perfect,
It is the brier which used to grow in the ditch.
There is the old appearance, but O, the new
unfolding, Your Father is the husbandman.
He understands this rough stock of our hu-
manity. But he knows how to put within it
the new nature—the divine.—Mark Guy Pearse.

Verse 3. As I was riding on the train the
other day I noticed a very large advertising
sign in a field facing the railroad track. It was
painted in large letters advertising a certain
brand of whisky: * whisky, that's all.,” 1|
began to reflect upon the advertisement and
concluded it should read, * whisky, that's
not all.” What more should be added? Ruined
hopes, blasted possibilities, poverty, wretched-
ness, crime, heart-aches, heart-breaks, degraded
manhood, ruined womanhood, unhappy homes,
marriage  separations, sorrowful children,
wasted fortunes, wasted opportunities, riotous
living, criminals, paupers, insanity, murder,
arson, theft, adultery, blasphemy, unnamable
crimes, Jjails, almshouses, penitentiaries,
heaven’s loss and hell's eternal gain. Ah, my
advertising friend, you made a mistake in say
ing, “that’s all.”—C'. E. Cornell.

Verse 5. 1 have a friend who said he was
living a wild, thoughtless life in college when
he was brought to view life more soberly by a
single word in a single sentence whispered to
him by a friend as he passed out of chapel.
The sentence was “Eternity! Live for eter-
nity !"—Dr. T. L. Cuyler.

Verse 8. “Fervent in your love.” The Gospel
of Christ has crossed the word “despair” off the
human vocabulary. Despair can exist only
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where love is absent, for the promise is that
“love never faileth,” Applied to the bad girl
and boy of the Sunday school class, the aban-
doned reprobate of the neighborhood, or the
“submerged classes” of society, love does what
electrical science does for worthless and aban-
doned mincs——muum'lim-x. After restraints,
arguments, and penalties have failed, the love
which the Master, according to the Revised
Version of Luke 6. 35, describes as “never
despairing™ lays hold upon the waste ores, and
works them successfully, We fail only because
we fail of having love ; but love, seeing the
blurred image of the Father where we saw only
sores and scars, can no more fail where g
single dim lineament of God is left, than the
magnet on a speck of metal, “God is love,”
and love is the power of the Infinite,

———

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

We are slow to realize what is the most im-
portant fact concerning us—that we have a
soul.  Indeed, the real fact is you are a soul;
the boﬂy is the house you live in, The body
is 50 much in evidence, and its demands are so
insistent, that we are apt to give it fi con-
sideration, This is a8 unreasonable as it would
be for one to spend all his thought and money
upon his house and provide nothing for his own
food or clothes, The soul lives in the body
only for the present, It will move out some
day, and the house will fall to decay, while the
soul, in another dwelling, will live on, forever,

Is it reasonable to starve the immortal part
of us by excessive indulgence of the ‘mortal?
One has sald, I think truly, “All religion is
contained in the injunction, Remember that
you have a soul, and govern yourself accord-
ingly.”  That injunction is what his crown is
to a king, the symbol of his sovereignty, And
il the acceptance of a4 crown involves the duty
of living a kingly life, so my acknowledgment
of the possession of something that ecannot die
involves a responsibility which ought to make
me hmud-shouIdpn-d. large-hearted, and noble,

Think of debasing by the appetite for liquor,
or other vices, a soul with godlike qualities in-
tended for a glorious eternal life! wWe should
apologize to the noble creatures who fulfilled
theit Creator'’s burpose for calling - human
being controlled by degrading passions a beast,
There was a dog with big, kind eyes keeping
watch over his master lying on the ground in g
drunken sleep.  Which of the two deserves most
respect?  “Everyone that striveth for the mas-
tery is temperate in al) things.”
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If you hope to stand anywhere near the top
in study, in business, or in chnmcwr, which is
of most importance, your soul must be master
of your body ; the higher nature must be soy-
ereign of youp being. My deep conviction is
that this can be done only with the help of
One stronger than yourself, vil within and
evil forces outside are more than a match for
the unaided strength of any soul, I am afraid
to see g young person_ try to meet the peril
without God, Bondage to the flesh is broken
only when the soul-life js energized with the
divine life, Thank God, the strongest chaing
are loosed by his Almighty touch! A fow
weeks ago a man was brought to » hospital,
He was everything bad that a4 man could be,
He cursed the doctor, the nurses, and wanted
nobod kindness, A Christian young woman
visited him every day. After a while he listened
while she read to him; then he let her pray for
him; and the other day she said to me; «|
wish you could: see that man's face now. e
is really good to look at, He is gentle, grateful,
and happy. He says he wants nothing but
‘love, and the Bible.! Iis sister came to see
him and he begged me to tell her, because he
was too weak to talk much, what g change had
come to him, ‘Tel] her,’ he said, ‘of my Sav-
iour, for she knows how bad I have been,
The sister said, ‘Do you really believe he can
be saved? [Ie has broken all our hearts by
his wickedness,’ I left her sitting by his side,
holding his hand, and both so peaceful and
happy.”

“He breaks the power of canceled sin,
He sets the prisoner free,”

Give your soul a free chance, Touch not,
taste not, handle not, anything that defiles,
“The minding of the flesh is death, but the
minding of the Spirit is life and peace,”

—————

The Teachers’ Meeting,

This lesson ' may be well considered as g
temperance lesson, Five principles are here
laid- down which directly apply to the temper-
ance reform: 1, Self-denial,  Christ suffered
for our sins, and we should be ready-to suffer,
if hecessary, for others, Certainly we should
abstain  from intoxicants - for their sakes,
2. Loyalty to God, A Christian must submit
his will to the wil of God. Who can doubt
God’s will toward the drinking of intoxicati’ng
3. The new creation. The Christian
has broken' all connection with the world of sin
in which he onee lived. He is a new ~creature
and must: lead‘a new life, -Becavise of this. he
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should abstain and should induce others to do
s0. 4. Accountability. At the judgment-seat
of Christ we must meet the reckoning for every
deed of shame, for every secret sin, for every
sensual pleasure. 5. Charity or love. Ile that
loves his brother man will never show him an
example that will corrupt his character.

BC YE SOBER—WATCH

Sobriety and excess, watchfulness and wan-
tonness, are brought together in striking con-
trast, and the duty of a Christian is shown in
his care to embrace the good and avoid the evil.
Describing and deprecating those vices which
were the common practice of the times, the
apostle goes on to depict the virtues which
should adorn a consistent, godly life. Not only
are the pure blessed, but they prove a blessing
to others, for “as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God” their love and hospitality are
generously exercised for the benefit of others.
One life is pure and beautiful, the other is
mean and selfish. We cannot choose the best
without watchfulness and prayer.

Coloring.—Xeart and words, white; objects,
colored ; wording, purple and cream.

Library References.

Tue Epistie.—Introduction: Gloag, Intro-
duction to the Catholic Epistles. Dods, Intro-
duction to the New Testament. Salmond, In-
troduction to the New Testament. Commen-
taries: Bigg, International Critical Commen-
tary. Plummer, Ezpositor's Bible. Whedon,
The Bible Commentary.

TEMPERANCE.—Poole’s Index for 1807-1902
gives the recent periodical literature on the
subject.

HoserraLiry.—Nadal, The New Life Dawn-
ing, page 128. Robinson, Researches, vol. ii,
pages 331, 335, 603. Layard, Nineveh, vol. ii,
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page 317. Lane, Modern Egyptians, vol. i
page 443,
SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 1.—Maurice, F. D., Sermons, vol, i
page 332. Verse 3.—Burder, G., Village Ser
mons, page 100. Preacher’'s Magazine, 1895
page 24. Verse G.—Complete Preacher, vol. ii
page 217. Verse T.—National Preacher, vol
iv, page 180. DPitman, J. R., Sermons, vol. i
page 48G. Homiletic Monthly, vol. v, page 211
Verse S8.—Homilctic Monthly, vol. xii, page
363. Verse 9.—The Pulpit, London, vol. Ixii,
page 33. Verse 10.—The Treasury, vol. xii
page 304, Watkinson, Lesson of Prosperity,
page 56. Tyng, Christian Titles. Verse 11.—
Arnold, School Sermons, page 202,

THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW,

September 27.
Golden Text.

The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Psa. 27. 1.

Home Readings.
M. Israel Asking for a King. 1 Sam. 8. 1-10
Tw. Saul Chosen King. 1 Sam. 10, 17-27.
W. Saul Rejected as King. 1 Sam, 15, 13-23
Th. David and Goliath. 1 Sam. 17. 38-49,
F. David and Jonathan. 1 Sam. 20, 12-23.

8. David Spares Saul. 1 Sam. 26, 5-12, 21-25.

8. David Becomes King. 2 Sam. 2, 1-10,
Lesson Hymns.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 459,
All hail the power of Jesus' name,
Let angels prostrate fall.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 436,
All for Jesus ! all for Jesus !
All my being’s ransomed powers.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 439,
Take time to be holy,
Speak oft with thy Lord.

for Senior Schol.

Revi [y

Lesson I.—Israel Asking for a King. 1 Sam.
8. 1-10.—Who was ruler in Israel at this time!
What corrupt practices were complained of!
To whom was the request taken? What was

the answer of the Lord?
Lesson IT.—Saul Chosen King. 1 Sam. 10

17-27.—What had Samuel done to Saul before
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the events of this lesson? What did Samuel
bring to the remembrance of the people? How
was the choice made? How was Saul received
by the assembly? What friends and what ene-
mies did the new king have?

Lesson IIL.—Samuel’s Farewell Address,
1 8am, 12, 13-25,—0n what occasion was this
address delivered ? What did Samuel say of
himself? What

What wise counsel did he give?

LEssoN 1V.—S8aul Rejected as King. 1 Sam,
15. 13-23.—~What was Saul commanded to do?
How did Samuel fee] about having to tell him
of his 8in? What gia Saul give as an excuse
for disobedience ? What answer did Samuel
make? Of what sins was Saul guilty? What
judgment wag pronounced upon him?

LESSON V.—Samue] Anoints David, 1 Sam,
16. 4-13.—~What command was given to Samue] ?
How did the elders of Bethlehem regard his
coming? For what were preparations made?
How was the future king selected? What was
his appearance?

LESSON VI.—David and Goliath. 1 Sam, 17,
38-49.—What people invaded the land of the
Israelites? What challenge was given? Why
did David undertake to fight? What help did
he refuse? What was said between him angd
Goliath? How was the victory won?

LESSON VII.—Saul Tries to Kill David,
1 Sam, 18, 5-16,—What position did David have
with Saul? What made Saul envy David?
What affliction did Sau] have? What did he
try to do to David? What was David's con-
duct ?

LEssoN VIIL—David ang Jonathan, 1 Sam,
20. 12-23—What was the occasion of this meet-
ing?  What did Jonathan promise to make
known to David? What covenant diq they
make between them ? What was the sign agreed
upon? What was the result?

LESSON IX.—David Spares Saul. 1 Sam, 26,
312, 21-25—~What was Saul trying to do?
What did David and his companions do? What
proposal did David reject? How was Saul made
ware of what was done? What effect did it
bave upon him?

LESSON X.—Death of Saul and Jonathan,
1 Sam, 31, 1-13.—Where was the battle fought?
Who were slain first? What did Saul fear?
How did he die? What did the Philistines do
to the slain? What was the brave deed of the
men of Jabesh-gilead?

LESsoN XI.—David Becomes King, 2 Sam,
2. 1-10.—Where had David been living? Who
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were with him? What guidance did he seek?
Where did he have his capital? What was the
deed did he recognize? Who was made king of
the rest of the country? When was David
made king of all the people?

Lesson XIL—Abstinence from Evil, 1 pet,
4. 1-11.—Who is to be our example? What sins
and vices follow the use of intoxicating liquors ?
What do those who love sin think of those who
want to be good? What great truth is a strong
motive for holy living? What kind of life is a
safeguard against selfish indulgence?

Review Scheme for Intermediate Scholars,

The four great characters of oup Quarter’s
study are Samuel, Saul, Jonnthnn, and David,
There is perhaps no finer character in Hebrew
history than Samuel, His sublime figure stands
out in Holy Writ ag a signal example of faith,
patience, integrity, and self-sacrifice,
LEsson I, The Impatient People,

What was the ground of the request for a
king? Wag the Jjudgeship intended to be
permanent ? Why was the request a sin%

LESSON II. The People’s King,

What were the qualifications the people looked
for in a king? How were the people guid-
ed? What special breparation did the new
king receive for his work? What is the
meaning of “gave him another heart”?

Lesson I11, The Confidence of Integrity,

What part had Samuel in affairg after anoint-
ing Saul as king? What does he call the
People to witness as he retires? What sign
of Jehovah'’s bresence did he invoke ?
What was the reason Samuel gave why
Jehovah would not forsake his people?

LEsson 1V, 7he Disappointed People,

What we e the sins of Saul? How many
times had he disobeyed? What Peculiar
temptation tried him? Why does his sin
seem very great? What ig better than
sacrifice ?

Lesson v, Jehovah's King,

Why was Samuel reluctant to go to Bethle-
hem? Why dig the elders tremble at his
approach? What were the qualifications
God required in the new king? Does God
measure worth as men do?

LESSON VI. Spirit versus Might,
What were the terms of the single-handed

fought for? What foes of the soul does.
Goliath represent ?

- DR
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‘ Lesson VII. The Power of Jealousy.
What new character is introduced? What
changed Saul from favor to opposition?
What explains David’s safety and discre-
tion? What reward of modesty, rectitude,
and capacity do we see?
Lessox VIII. The Beauty of Friendship.

What was the ground of this friendship?
What facts in the case of each did it over-
come? What of its spirit, its trial, its re-
sources, its faithfulness, its benefits?

Lesson IX. The Beauty of Magnanimity.

Why did Jehovah give David such an oppor-
tunity? What reason did David give for
sparing Saul? What is the effect upon
Saul?

Lesson X. The Tragedy of War.

Why was Saul singled out? Why did he pre-
fer to die at the hand of his armor-bearer
or by his own? What effect did Saul's
death have upon Israel? Who died with
Saul? How was Saul's body discovered?
How treated? What prompted the men of
Jabesh-gilead to save his body from further
indignity?

Lessox XI. God's Purpose Fulfilled,

Does David begin well? What shows that
his ambition was under control? Why
could David invite others than those of
Judah to his standard?

Lesson XII. Duty of Abstinence.

Who set the example of self-denial? What is
the fruit of suffering? What is the mis-
sion of the Gospel? What is the measure
of one’s service? What is to guide in the
use of all gifts?

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
RE-VIEW.

Going through the valley we delight our-
selves with each flower, brook, bird; but when
we come to the hill or mountain we look back
or re-view and see only the general features of
the landscape; the trend of the valley, the
course of the river, the outlines of the moun-
tains in the horizon, and the color of the over-
doming sky.

I. The people ask Samuel for a man king, in-
stead: of keeping God king.

I1. By lot the Lord directed the choice of
Saul, and touched the hearts of the people to
follow him.

II1. Samuel’s exhortation to cleave fast. to
God: his promise not to cease to pray for them.

IV. After brilliant success Saul's presunip-
tion assumes the priest’s office and offers sac-
rifice, and lied about it. The Lord rejects him,
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V. Samuel privately anoints David to be
king. It is a long and hard road before he gets
to be king.

VI. The triumph of David’s simplicity and
trust in God over the bulk and bluff of Goliath

VIL David’s popularity makes Saul
Jjealous that he seeks to kill the man who huad
saved his kingdom for him. Not only was Le
deserted of God, but of human common sense.

VIIL. The soul of David knit to the soul of
Jonathan, Gold met gold.

IX. David spares the enemy that was seeking
his life. But such Christly forbearance had no
effect on Saul.

X. Suicide of Saul; after his sons were slain.
May there be no dew on Gilboa.

XI. David elected king of Judah.

XII. The vices that destroy and the virtues
that exalt individuals and nations.

S0

‘Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
NOTE.

If the review is conducted from the platform,
much will be gained in freshness and impress-
iveness by having two persons to conduct it
rather than one. For example, one person
could take part one, two, and four, and an-
other person could add vigor to the exercises by
taking part three, A third person should be
ready with a stanza of a familiar hymn to be
sung after each part. The whole school should
stand and have the full benefit that comes from
a change of position. The words and lesson
applications to be used should be printed on
large sheets of paper or on cardboard or on
the blackboard. In most cases, of necessity,
the printing will have to be done beforehand.
If, however, one is available who is expert
enough to do the printing in view of the pupils
just as it is needed, so much the better,

Where the review is conducted in the classes,
of course the singing will not be possible, and
for the large sheets of paper or the blackboard
a lap tablet or a pad must be substituted.

PART ONE.
Call for the title of the various !essons.

PART TWO,
Call for the.Golden Texts of the twelve les-
These may be asked for by number or by
name, For example: Give the Golden Text of
Lesson I, of Lesson III, of Lesson IX. Give
the. Golden Text of the lesson about Goliath.
Give the Golden Text that teaches about “obe
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lience,”  (But little time shoulq be
parts one and two,)

spent on

PART THREE,

Show or print the words used in oyp Pre-
view and in our weekly Review, Ag the words
ire pointed to, question on two op three facts
wd the chief truth to be remembered in con-
nection with each one,

These words, which are found in the Hints
for the second lesson for the quarter, and also
in connection with each lesson, are as follows ;

L MY MASTER,
II. GOD'S CHOICE,
ITI. HEART SERVICE.
IV. OBEDIENCE,
V. HEART.
VL. GIANTS.
VIL. JEALOUSY.
VIII. FRIEND,
IX. OVERCOME SELF.
X. GOD'S WAy,
XI. KING.
XIIL. TOTAL ABSTINENCE,
For the benefit of those who have not pre-
served them the application of the various les-
sons are herewith reproduced ;

1

I TAKE THE LORD FOR

MY MASTER

AND WILL SERVE HIM.

LORD, HELP MR TO BE READY FOR

- THY CHOICE

WHEN IT I8 REVEALED,

111,

LORD, HELP ME TO RENDER

HEART SERVICOE

FOR THEE,

LORD, HELP ME TO YIELD

OBEDIENCE

TO THEE IN ALL THINGS.
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LORD, MAKE M Y

HEART

RIGHT IN THY SIGHT,

i

LORD, HELP ME TO OVERCOME

MY GIANTS

IN THY STRENGTH,

BEWARE OF THE GREEN-EYED MONSTER

JEALOUSY.

VIII.

I WILL TAKE JESUS A8

MY FRIEND

UNDER ALL CIRCUMSTA NCES,

I or SELF
MUST | wiLL
OVERCOME
SELF. | ME.

(_ GOD'S WAY

REJECTED | FoLLOWED
LEADS T0
DEATH. | LipE,

XL
I CHOOSE Gop A8

MY KING

FOR ALL TIME,




XIL

1 WILL NOT TASTE THAT

WHICH T\ ECEIT.
LEADS ISHONESTY.
10 EBAUCHERY.
EATH,

PART FOUR,

Call on several to siate in their own lan-
guage the truth that has impressed them most
during the quarter. Follow this with a short,
earnest prayer that these truths may be blessed
to the spiritual good of all in the school.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

How much wiser and better are we for the
studies of the past three months? Recall each
lesson, and ask, Have I profited by this?

1. To be self-respectful and contented in our
providential allotment; not restless to do and
to be “like other people;"” especially to remem-
ber that as Christians we are chosen of God to
be unlike the world in spirit and in the order-
ing of the affairs of our life,

2. A true change of heart reaches the inmost
springs of character, It is not a transient
emotion, It includes a surrendered will which
no longer seeks to please self, but to please
God.

3. The love of God: his readiness to forgive;
“consider how great things he has done for us.”
The blessing of having a friend to pray for us
who, like Samuel, is accustomed to talk with
God. Are we more thoughtful and tender in
spirit because we have been reminded that
father, mother, friend, pastor, teacher, pray for
us?

4. Heart obedience, only, pleasce God.
“Moral conduct is more than ceremonial rorm."”
God cares for what we are rather than for
what we do.

5. The sinful heart can be made right in Jie
all-searching sight of God only by praying
David's prayer: “Create in me a clean heart,
O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”

6. Quiet, self-possession, the use of such
means as we have at hand, with firm reliance
upon God, will conquer every giant of trial or
difficulty. What is anything, or who is any-
body, that he should defy the living God, or
harm his chosen people who are dear to him as
the apple of his eye?

7. God polishes his spiritual diamonds by the
friction of trial. Take life’s discipline hope-
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fully. David was a better king because he bore
the persecution of Saul in a right spirit.

8. True friendship is unselfish, That one
who inspires you to noble thoughts and right
conduct is truly a friend. Beware of other
intimacies.  School-day friendships may plant
sweet virtues in the character, or evil to cause
sorrow in later years,

9. Patient waiting for God's time and God's
way is always best. If you have a quarrel witl,
anyone hold tight the reins of your temper.
Take it to God. Follow his mind, not your
own, This will save you from rash words and
conduct which might bris hame and regret,

10. A life out of harmony with the will of
God is always a failure,

11. From twelve to thirty years of age the
seeds of character are sown. Precious years!
David “went on going and growing.” You are
obliged to go on going; life does mnot turn
backward. But to “go on going and growing”
you must have the Lord God with you as did
the young king of Israel.

12. “Be sober, and watch unto prayer.” The
chains of sinful appetite are broken only by the
power of God.

A
Bing
SHALL
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Blackboard.

EIGN IN
IGHTEOUSHNESS

0,

The lessons of the quarter bring hefore us the
royal life of olden days. Samuel, Saul, and
David are conspicuous figures, and through
them we have studied the history of the chosen
people.  The beginning of the monarchy re-
minds us of its end—the time when a
should reign in righteousness, and his sub,

should love his rule and prepare themselves for

the royal service of heaven, That king las
come and has set up his kingdom, not in out-

ward show of power or splendor, but in the

hearts of those who own allegiance to his name.
Coloring.—Text, light and dark blue; crown,
yellow ; heart, pink ; words, white,
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Superintendent,
Lesson I,

Boys. lIsrael Asking for a King.

Girls. “Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and
serve him only,”

Nupt. Lesson II.

Boys. Saul Chosen King,

Girls. “The Lord is our king; he will save us."”

Nupt. Lesson II1,

Boys. Samuel's Farewell Address,

Girls, “Only fear the Lord, and serve him in
truth with all your heart,"

Nupt. Lesson 1V,

Boys. Saul Rejected ag King.

Girls. “To obey is better than sacrifice,”

Nupt. Lesson V,

ltoys. Samuel Anoints David.

Girls. “Man looketh on the outward appearance,
but the Lord looketh on the heart.”

Supt. Lesson VI,

Boys. David and Goliath.

Girls, “If God be for us, who can be against
us?

Supt. Lesson VII,

Boys. Saul Trieg to Kill David.

Girls. “God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble,”

supt. Lesson VIII,

Bops. David and Jonathan,

Girls, “There is a friend that sticketh cloger
than a brother,”

Supt. Lesson IX,

Boys. David Spares Saul.

Girls. “Love your enemies, do good to t{hem
which hate you.”

Nupt. Lesson X,

Lops. Death of Saul and Jonathan,

Girls. “There s a way which seemeth right unto
4 man, but the end thereof are the ways of death,"

Nupt. Lesson XI,

Boys. David Becomes King.

Girls, “Rehold, how good and how pleasant it ig
for brethren to dwell together in unity

Supt. Lesson XII,
- Abstinence from REyil,
“Be not drunk witn wine, wherein ig

LESSON 1. Isnranr ASKING FOR A Kiya,

Supt. And it eame to pass, when Samuel wag
old, that he made his sons Judges over Israel,
And his sons walked not in hig ways,

School. Then all the elders of Israel came to
Samuel and sald unto him, Make us g king to
Judge us like all the nations,

I And the Lord sald unto Samuel, Hearken
unto the volce of the people in all that they say
unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but
they have rejected me, that | should not reign
over them,

Title and Golden Text for

LessoN II. Savr CHOSEN King,

Supt. And when Samuel had caused all the
tribes of Israel to come near, Saul the gon of
Kish was taken, and when they sought him he
could not be found,

School. And they ran ang fetched him thenee &
and when he Stood among the people, he wag
higher than any of the People from his shoulders
and upward,

All. And Samuyel said to all the people, See ye
him whom the Lord hath chosen, that there ig
none like him among all the people?  Ang anr the
people shouted and said, God save the king.

Lessox 111, SamuEL's FAREWELL Apbress,

Supt. As for me, God forbid that 1 should sim
against the Lord in ceasing to pray for yon : but
1 will teach You the good and the right way.

School, Only fear the Lord, and serve him im
truth with all your heart,

All. But if ye shal] still do wickedly, ye shal be
consumed, both ye and your king.

LESSON IV. SarnL Reg

TED AS KiIng.

Supt. What meaneth then this bleating of the
sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the oxem
which I hear?

Nehool, And Sanl sald, They have brought thems
from the Amalekites ; for the people spared the
best of the sheep and of the Oxen to sacrifice untor
the Lord thy God; and the rest we have utterly
destroyed,

All. And Samuel sald, Hath the Lord as Rreat
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices ag in obey-
ing the voice of the Lord? lehold, to obey im
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat
of rams.

Lessox v, SAMUEL ANorxrs Davip.

Supt. And Jesse made seven of hig SONS to pass
before Samuel. Ang Samuel said unto Jesse, The
Lord hath not chosen these,

School. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Ape here
all thy children? And he saiq, There remaineth
yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the
sheep.  And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and
fetch him,

All. And he sent, and brought him in. And the
Lord said, Arise, anoint him: for this s he.

LESSON VI. Davip AND Govrrsrw,

Supt. And the Philistine said to David, Come=
to me, and 1 will give thy flesh unto the fowls of
the alr, and to the beasts of the field,

School. Then said David to the Philistine, Thow
comest to me with a sword, and with a Spear, and
with a shield: but | come to thee in the name of.




the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Is-
rael, whom thou hast defied.

All, And David put his hand in his bag, and
took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the
P’hilistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk
into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to
the earth. e

Lessox VII. Savn Tries 1o KiLn Davip,

Supt. And Saul was very wroth, and he sald,
They have ascribed unte David ten thousands, and
to me they have ascribed but thousands. And it
came to pass on the morrow that David played
with his hand, as at other times: and there was a
javelin in Saul's hand.

School. And Saul cast the javelin; for he said,
1 will smite David even to the wall with it. And
David avoided out of his presence twice.

All. And David behaved himself wisely in all his
ways; and the Lord was with him.

LissoN VIII. DAVID AND JONATHAN,

Supt. Then Jonathan sald to David, Thou shalt
go down quickly, and come to the place where
thou didst hide thyself. And I will shoot three
arrows as though I shot at a mark.

School. And, behold, I will send a lad, saying,
Go, find out the arrows. If I expressly say unto
the lad, Behold, the arrows are on this side of
thee, take them; then come thou: for there is
peace to thee, and no hurt. But if I say unto
the young man, Behold, the arrows are beyond
thee; go thy way.

All. And as touching the matter which thou and
I have spoken of, behold, the Lord is between thee
and me forever.

LessoN IX. Davip Spares SAUL.

Supt. So David and Abishai came to the people
by night: and, behold, Saul lay sleeping within
the trench, and his spear stuck In the ground at
his bolster,

School. Then said Abishal to David, God hath
delivered thine enemy Into thine hand this day:
now therefore let me smite him, I pray thee, with
the spear even to the earth at once.

All. And David said to Abishal, The Lord forbid
that I should stretch forth mine hand against the
Lord's anointed : but, I pray thee, take thou now
the spear that is at his bolster, and the cruse
of water, and let us go.

LessoN X. DEATH OF SAUL AND JONATHAN.

Supt. And the battle went sore against Saul.
Then said Saul unto his armor-bearer, Draw thy
sword, and thrust me through therewith: lest
{hese uncircumcised come and thrust me through.
But his armor-bearer would not; for he was sore
afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell
upon It.

School. So Saul died, and his three sons, and
his armor-bearer, and all his men that same day
together.

All. And when the men of Israel that were on
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the other side of the valley, and they that were
on the other side Jordan, saw that the men of
Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead,
they forsook the cities and fled; and the Philis.
tines came and dwelt in them.

LessoN XI. Davip Becomes King,
Supt. And the men of Judah came, and there
they anointed David king over the house of Judah
And they told David, saying, That the men of
Jabesh-gilead were they that buried Saul.
School. And David sent messengers unto the
men of Jabesh-gilead, and said unto them, Blessed
be ye of the Lord, that ye have showed this kind
ness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and have
buried him.
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Supt. Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered
for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with
the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the
flesh hath ceased from sin.

School. Watch unto prayer. " To mak
All. And above all things have fervent charity Importance
among yourselves: for charity shall cover the must first
multitude of sins. sense of d
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Samuel.

Born. 1 Sam. 1. 20.

Presented to the Lord.

Ministers to the Lord. 1 Sam. 3. 1.

The Lord speaks to him. 1 Sam. 3. 3-14.

Anoints Saul king. 1 Sam. 10. 1.

Rebukes Saul for disobedience. 1 Sam. 13. 13,
14; 15. 16-31.

Anoints David king.

1 Sam. 1. 28,
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Samuel finds him. 1 Sam. 9. 3-27.

Samuel anoints him. 1 Sam. 10. 1.
Disobedience and rejection by God. 1 Sam. 15
Troubled by an evil spirit. 1 Sam. 16. 14-23.
Favors David. 1 Sam. 18, 5.

Seeks to kill him. 1 Sam. 18. 6-12.

Pursues him. 1 Sam. 20, 23, 24, 26.

Slays the priests at Nob. 1 Sam. 22, 18, 19,
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Inquires of the witch of Endor. 1 Sam. 28. 7, RN
His ruin foretold. 1 Sam. 28, 1520, revelations o
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Smites the Philistines. 1 Sam. 13. 3; 14. 1.23.

H's love for David. 1 Sam. 18. 1-4; 19. 14§
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David's lamentation for him.
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Primary Teachers’ Department,

Primary Notes,

Wit the coming of September the summer
rest is practically over and teacher and pupils
gather again in the pleasant “Sabbath Home.,”
Happy is the teacher who rejoices over the re-
turn of each little stray lamb, and who js well
assured that the absent members of her flock
eagerly anticipate the return to the dear fold!

“How shall I make my children prefer the
class to a walk on Sunday afternoon 7" The
question is an important one, Where the par-
ents do not feel the valye of the Sunday school,
it is not easy for the teacher to make the chil-
dren understand it, Yet, it can be done, relying
upon the help so freely given by the great Lover
of the little ones,

To make the children appreciate the need and
importance of religious training, the teacher
must first be fully convinced of it herself. No
sense of duty, or even of delight in the com-
panionship of the little people  will suffice,
There must be a real heart conviction that
Jesus loves the children, and wants them for his
own, and that the early morning of the day of
life is the best time for sowing the seed- of
eternal life in young hearts,

THERE must be sympathy between the teacher
and the children, The teacher must respect
their little efforts to understand and to help,
and warmly welcome them, She must enter
into their little Jjoys and sorrows, and show
them that they may safely confide in her, She
must make them feel that she needs their help
in making the class room a delightful and happy
place.  When she has established such relations
with her flock, and has made it very clear that
she misses the absent ones, and is sorry to miss
them, it will take strong drawings to keep them
from the class,

A LITTLE book worth its weight in gold in its
revelations of the true sympathy which should
exist between the child and g parent (or a
teacher), is entitled Beckonings from Little
Hands, by Patterson DuBois. This is a good
book for g primary teacher to lend to parents
who especially need its teachings, We suggest
this for the reason that the primary teacher has

as real a ministry oftentimes to the parent as

to the child, and a little careful seed-sowing in
the home, quite apart from the children, will
often produce results as surprising as delightful,

THE primary teacher may often be a minister
to the truth in unchristian homes by the wise
distribution of telling leaflets, Few parents
will refuse to read a leaflet sent by the teacher
through their little child, A missionary in
a distant mining region tells us about finding
& poor woman who said she ““hadn’t heard a
prayer for a year,” that her children went to
Sunday school, and when reading the Sunday
school papers had gone to their father to ask
how to pronounce the hard words, and he had
become so interested that he would take down
the Bible and read the whole chapter containing
the lesson. This was wonderful to the poor
woman, but jt only furnishes one more proof to
the Christian that God honors his word, and
that littke ones are often his messengers in
carrying it to unbelieveps,

Rally Day in the Primary Department,
BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS,

PERIAPS the teacher of the Primary Depart-
ment will find more to do upon Rally Day than
will any other officer of the Sunday school, for
the simple reason that her scholars being so
small, may be careless about returning to the
school after theip Summer vacations,

When the children return from their summer
vacation it is pleasant for their Sunday school
teacher to send them a welcome-home letter,
An invitation to be present on Rally Day could
be sent at the same time,

A teacher told me that she secured a large at-
tendance to her class upon Rally Day by going
to the different members who were present on
the preceding Sunday and requesting them to
invite others who did not happen to be present,
To those who she was not able to reach in this
way, she sent a postal card. (She likewise in-
structed the children to bring their parents with
them upon that day.) Children like children,
hence in all departments of the school work it is
always preferable to send children after chil-
dren,

Upon this day the older chilaren should be in-
duced to enter upon a systematic home reading
of the Bible and discouraged of keeping up the
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haphazard way of reading any chapter they
may chance to open. If children do not acquire
the habit of Bible reading before they leave the
Primary Department, perhaps they never will.
A book of selected texts may do for the younger
members, they being expected to read a text
each day.

A little impromptu social might be held either
before or after the regular session. The chil-
dren will have so much to say to one another
after the long absence of many of them that it
will be hard for them to put their attention
upon ihe exercises until they have freed their
minds.

If there be a special Rally Day offering, let
the children themselves suggest to what purpose
the special collections shall be devoted. By the
way our last Rally Day was the Sabbath when
a member of my primary class was to celebrate
his birthday. On that day we met in the gen-
eral school room, occupying the front seats, and
I introduced our birthday service as a part of
the general exercises, A part of this was the
burning of candles, one to represent each year
the child bad lived, and these to be counted by
the other members of the class. He also
dropped into our rose jar, which was a birthday
box, as many pennies as he was years old. Upon
this day a deaconess from a neighboring city
had given one of the addresses, in which she
spoke of a little mission school under the aus-
pices of the deaconess movement, and so I had
that offering given to this school, thinking it
best to have the children give to what was of
Ammediate interest to them.

About the Review.

A Re-VIEW is a look beck. It is always well
in entering upon the lessons of a new quarter
to take a look ahead, A little time spent upon a
pre-view is time well spent. Thought and inter-
est in what is to come is thus aroused. Then
as the Sundays come and go, the wise teacher,
who feels that she is “building for eternity,”
will earnestly endeavor to make some prominent
point stand out clear and strong in each lesson.
She will so illustrate and impress it that it will
not be easy for even the little children to forget
it. But as young minds are readily diverted,
she will, on the succeeding Sabbaths, call back
the leading thought of the previous lesson, and
at the end of the month will very briefly recall
the lessons of the month—stringing them on a
thread, as it were, and holding them up befora
the class, It is hardly necessary to say here
that blackboard illustrations and simple objects
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will help greatly in fastening the lessons in the
minds of the children.

With such a preparation the class will |e
ready for “Review Sunday” and will enjoy it
The little minds need not be taxed to remem!
any but the most obvious truths, and with 1l
singing of a stanza here and there, calling |
boys and girls alternately to answer the
questions, and the occasional recall of an ill:
trative story which really illustrates, the Iie-
view will pass off pleasantly, and you will s
and feel that your class is really making
progress,

simple

Teaching Temperance to the Litile People,
BY A PRIMARY TEACHER,

A LITTLE girl once wrote to different f
ance workers for their autographs and asked
them to tell why they were engaged in temp.r-
ance work. Mrs, L. M. N. Stevens wrote ba-k,
“Because I love the children.” Could a bettor
answer be given?
Be very cautious in this matter for the lit)
people will say yes to everything, and the
should not be urged to take the pledge thongl-
lessly. The parents should be first consulio
and their permission to the signing given, then
the pledge should be carefully and prayerfull
explained to the child before he puts his nu
to it. The pledge can be of any style that th
teacher thinks best to offer,
This is one of Miss Willard's pledges f(
boys: “God helping, T promise not to |
drink, sell, or give intoxicating liquors while !
live. From all tobacco I abstain, and never
take God's name in vain,”
While teaching the temperance lesson be ver:

¢ careful to restrain the children from giving
personal illustrations upon the subject : A littl
girl said, “My pa is drunk to-day.” TIoor litt
thing, she could not fully realize the import of
these sad words.

For illustrative purposes, make two paths
upon the board; one marked total abstinen
the other moderate drinking.

One lady has a temperance library of hooks
which she lends to others. Ilere is an excell
idea for those teachers who wish to club to
gether for a similar library, for there are man:
temperance books helpful for the primar
teacher.

Some put temperance tracts in the books that
are distributed through the library. They
thus able to scatter the good seed in the homes
of the children. T often find it advisabls to
send such tracts home by the little ones,
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Additional Lessons,
LITTLE HYMN STUDIES,—IX,
BY MARY A. LATHBURY,

[t is suggested that five minutes be given each Sun-
day to the simplifying and singing of the verse for the
day, reviewing the preceding verse or verses as the
wee\(s goby.|

MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE,
* My faith looks up to Thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,

Saviour divine:
Now hear me while I pray,
Take all my guilt away,
O let me from this day

Be wholly thine,”

Dr. Hardee, of London, who has wide fame
as a hymnologist, says that the author of this
hymn, Dr, Ray Palmer, “is the most widely
known and deeply loved hymnist in America,”
and it is chiefly owing to this hymn,

Ray Palmer, the son of Judge Thomas
Palmer, was born in Little Crompton, R. 1., in
1808. e was graduated from Yale College in
1830, and became a teacher in a school for
young ladies in New York city. While there he
read a little bit of German verse that touched
lis heart very deeply. e made a translation
of it, and added four stanzas of his own to the
two from the Garman, The four which were
Lis own make this beautiful hymn, which has
been sung in every land, perhaps, around the
globe. A friend once asked Dr. Palmer about
it, and he said: “I wrote what I felt with little
effort. I recollect that I penned the words with
tender emotion, and ended the last line with
tears, Tt expressed the deep consciousness of
my own need. I had not the slightest thought
of writing for another eye, least of all writing
& hymn for Christian worship.”

Mr. Palmer was v young when he wrote
this little prayer for the ease of his own heart,
Ile was only twenty-two, and was struggling
with many discouragements, as well as il
health, but as the faith of the unknown Ger-
man poet helped the faith of Ray Palmer, so
Las the faith of Ray Palmer helped thousands
of Christians the world around.

The second stanza of this prayer is:

“ May thy rich grace im hart

Strength to my fainting heart,
My zeal inspire ;

As thou hast died for me,

O may my love to thee

Pure, warm, and changeless he,
A living fire,”

About two years after the hymn was written
Mr. Palmer met Dr, Lowell Mason on the street
in Boston, and, at (he request of the composer,
who was making a church music book, he gave
him the little hymn-prayer that he had made

Gud

for himself, Dr, Mason gave the hymn wings
in composing the beautiful tune Olivet, and so
it began to fly on its mission round the world,
Dr. Palmer—for he became a minister of the
Congregational Church—lived in Bath, Me.,
and Albany, N, Y., and then became the secre-
tary of the American Congregational Union,
In 1878 he retired to Newark, N. J., where he
died in 1887, At the goldey wedding of Dr,
and Mrs. Palmer, in 1882, Dr. R. 8. Storrs
said: “The grandest privilege which God ever
gives to his children upon earth, and which he
gives to few, is to write a noble Christian
hymn, to be accepted by the churches, to be
sung by reverent and loving hearts in different
lands and different tongues, and which still shal]
be sung as the future opens its brightening cen-
turies, Such a hymn brings him to whom it is
given into most intimate sympathy with the
Master, and with the more sensitive and devout
spirits of every time,”

“ While life’s dark maze | tread,

Aud griefs around me spread,

Be thou my guide ;

Bid darkness turn to day,

Wipe sorrow’s tears away,

Nor let me ever stray

From thee aside,”

When one is young, and faith is not fully
settled, life sometimes looks very dark and diffi-
cult. It must have seemed more so “to Dr.
Palmer at twenty-two than it did at seventy.
He did not expect to live a long life and end it
among hosts of loving, grateful friends, nor did
he expect that he would, at twenty-two, do the
work that would live the longest, but GGod knew,
It was that which came from his heart that hias
gone to the hearts of the people, while many
finer things are not so well known. His “Jesus,
these eyes have never seen” was his fy orite,
and he murmured a stanza of it when dying.
One would expect the last stanza of our hymn
would have flowed through his mind :

< When ends life’s transient dream,
When death’s cold, sullen stream
Shall o’er me roli;
Blest Saviour, then, in love,
Fear and distrust rémove ;
O bear me safe above, —
A ransomed soul,”

But he did not find death a “cold, sullen
stream ;" it was only a veil parting to let him
enter into the presence of his Lord.
“When death these mortal eyes shall seal,
And still this throbbing heart,

he rending veil shall thee reveal
All glorious as thou art.”

He also made many fine translations of
Latin hymns, among which the “Venj Sancte
Spiritus”  (Come, Holy Spirit) stands first,
and is the best known,

i T

s amen
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Tnternational Mible Lessons.
THIRD QUARTER.

LESSON X. (September 6.)
SAUL AND JONATHAN. 1 Sam. 3. 1-13.

HOLDEN TEXT: *“There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death.” Prov. 14, 12,

Primary Notes.

BY JULIA II. JOHNSTON,

Approach. “I wonder
if this path is not just
as good a one to take as
that rough one,” a tray-
eler said, as he looked at
two ways before him.
“It looks all right,” he
went on, “and it is so
much easier that I guess

A little voice within said,
“Better look at your guidebook,” but the
traveler said, “Too much trouble. I don't feel
like it.” He looked again and said, “It seems
all right, so of course it must be right,” and
he followed the easier path because he was lazy
and wished to take the smoothest way, whether
it was best or not. But this way that looked all
right was not the one marked in the guidebook.
If the traveler had looked he would have found
this out. The easy way was soon found to be
a* downward way, and the poor traveler was
lost in the end. It is not encugh to have a path
look right, and seem best. Une must be sure.
It may do in the beginning, but if it is the
wrong way it is sure to bring pain and trouble
in the end. If one wishes to reach home he
must take the right way, or he will surely be
lost.

Lesson Story. This is very sad, and is a hard
lesson to teach to children. Let us avoid har-
rowing details, but give the brief history. Re-
view the characteristics of Saul and the steps
in his life. Ile began well. God gave him
kingdom and crown, and was willing to guide
and make him a good king. At first Saul tried
to obey and follow the Lord. "Phen the wish
in his heart to have his own way, the lenging
for power, the feeling of envy against David
because others praised him most, were allowed
to grow. Saul was selfish, He wished to please
himself more than to follow God. Tt seemed

I will follow it.”

right to him to take his own way, but it was a
wrong way, a bad way, after all,

It kept lead-
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ing him down, down, and afar from God. It is
not enough for a thing to look right, it must bhe
right. But Saul was not careful, He only
thought of what seemed pleasant to him. So
he went on and on, farther and farther from
God and the true way of love and obedience and
trust. At last came war with his enemies, the
Philistines, and a great battle. Saul was not
now trusting in God to take care of him. Ie
tried to take care of himself. He had not used
the wonderful chance God gave him to help
others and do what was best for God's people,
and it was time now that he should be taken
away. God loved him, sinful as he was, but
God must do what was best for all. God loved
his own people and knew that it was now time
to take away Saul from being their king and
give them David, who would do better, So, in
this great battle, Saul lost his life, and his
sons lost theirs. It seems strange and sad to
us, but we cannot understand all about it. We
only know that God would not have allowe!
anything to happen to Jonathan that was not
really best, We can trust, if we cannot under-
stand.

Some kind men who lived in Jabesh-gilead
heard of the death of the king and his sons, and
they went at night and took away the bodies
from their enemies and laid them away under
an oak and had a sort of solemn meeting for
seven days. So the way that seemed right to
Saul was not right in the end. God called him
to walk in the right way, but he would not go,

Star Thought: The True Way. Impress the
way of love, obedience, and trust, not selfishness
and self-pleasing, no matter how pleasant it
scems. A counterfeit coin may seem bright, but
it is worth nothing.

Thoughts for Teachers. There is many a way
that “seems right” to us which it is nevertheless

dangerous to follow. There is but one means
of safety in life and service—to look at the
guidebook,
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LESSON XI. (September 13,)
DAVID BECOMES KING. 2 sam. 2, 1-10.

GOLDEN TEXT: “Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwel) together

"

in unity!” Psa, 33, 1.

Primary Notes,

Approach. Richard,
Harry, and Teq were
brothers, Generally they
were pleasant and kind
and had good times to-
gether, but one day they
had a sad falling out.
They disagreed in play
and quarreled, and by and
by struck each other and said angry words, and
then said they would not speak one to the other
at all.  This went on for nearly a day, and you
may know how unhappy it made them to be in
the same house, eat at the same table, and yet
never say a word to each other, Instead of be-
ing like one family, they acted as if they were
little savages that belonged far apart. Their
hearts were not together, although they were
brothers and lived together, At last dear little
sister Ruth became a4 peacemaker and got the
boys to come together, She just loved them
into being better and kinder, and then they
“made up,” and before the sun went down they
began to love each other again as they should,
and that evening they lived as if they were
brothers, not strangers or savages. They “dwelt
in unity,” that is, lived as if they were one—one
family, with one heart, just as a unit means one
figure, It was love which brought all this
about. Teach text and show how brothers
ought to live as one, not as if each was an
enemy to the other,

King David. Three questions to be asked
and answered about this king who took Saul’s
place, and these are : Who? Where? How?

David is central figure of story. Recall the
shepherd boy, on whom Samuel poured the oil,
setting him apart to be king in God'’s time,
Bring to mind the fight with the giant, the
praises of the people, the envy of Saul, and how
David escaped from his enemy, This was the
new king, who loved God, whom God loved,
and whom the people loved,

Where was he anointed or set apart to be
king? In Hebron, The name Hebron means
Frienduhip (explain friendship). This was a
good place to come to be made king over those

who loved him, How did Davia know that he
ought to go to Hebron? (Show map.) He
asked, and Goa told him. Then he went, as he
was told. May we find out in the same way
where to go and what to do? Is our Father in
heaven just the same now?

How was David made king? The men of
Judah, that is, those people whose fi father
long before was Judah, one of Jacob's sons,
came to David, who was of the same family of
Judah himself, and so was like one of their
brothers—these came and poured oil on David’s
head and set him apart to be king, because God
had chosen him long before,

What do you Suppose was the new king's first
act? IHe praised and rewarded those men of
Jabesh-gilead who had kindly cared for the dead
bodies of Saul and his sons. Davyid loved his
brothers, and lived as if he and they were all
one, with one heart and one mind, but he also
loved his enemies, He was sorry for envious
Saul, and he loved Jonathan as a brother, He
always wished to live in unity, or peace, with
everyone. Are we like David? David was like
Jesus our Saviour, Are we like Jesus in wish-
ing always to live in unity, or peace? How
many of us ever quarrel with brothers or sisters
at home, or playmates anywhere? Is that liv-
ing as if we were one, or in unity? TIs jt pleas-
ant then? Can it ever be peaceful and pleasant
where selfishness, anger, and quarrels come?

Star Thought : Love Each Other. Impress
this thought. We slould love not to be exalted,
as David was, but because we are really broth-
ers and sisters,

Thought for Teachers, Intimate acquaint-
ance with scholars at home will help to em-
phasize this lesson. We ought to influence the
family life of the little ones. Ang O, to teach
the lesson of loving, the very first lesson of all!

If by any means Wwe can make brothers and sis-
ters dwell in unity, what a gain it will be for
life !
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LESSON XII.
ABSTINENCE FROM EVIL. | Pet. 4. J-11,

(September 20.)

Gowpen Texr: “Be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess,” Eph. b. 18,

Primary Notes.

Approach. Do  you
%ucﬁ. know anything about
poison?  Tell of some
things that are poisonous,
Do you know what poi-
son ivy is?  Once two
boys went into the woods,
They came to a poison
vine climbing up the
trunk of a tree. Jack hurried off as far as
possible.  “I've been poisoned once,” he said,
“and I'll keep as far away from that vine as I
can. I don’t want to be poisoned again. *I
guess it won't hurt me,” said Ilenry. “Ilave
Yyou ever touched ivy asked Jack. “Do you
know whether you can be hurt by it or not?"
“No, I never touched it. I don't know anything
about it, but I guess it will not hurt me, A
touch can’t do any harm anyhow, and [ shall
not run away from every vine 1 see.”

720t !

There seemed to be so much ivy about that
Jack ran home, but lenry would not. “A
touch can't hurt anyhow,” he kept saying. But
next day the little red pimples came out, and
soon Henry was dreadfully ill and full of pain
with poison almost all over him. A touch was
enough, after all. Ile might have touched a
wild grapevine, though, and not have been hurt.
Why s a touch too much then? Decause he
touched the poison ivy, and sometimes that
poisons wherr one hardly touches it at all, but
just goes near it,

The Poison cf Strong Drink, Teach text.
What is meant by “excess”? Tt means too
much. ITow much wine or whisky would you
call too much? Aleohol is deadly poison. ITow
much poison is too much? A drop, a touch will
be too much if the thing is dangerous.

Suppose poison does not kill at once, does
not even show at once, but acts slowly instead,
does that show that it is not dangerous? Sup-
pose poison does not taste like poison, does that
show that there is no harm in it? Show how
people are deceived in strong drink, how alecohol
acts slowly as a poison, how people grow to like
the taste, and yet it is poison all the same and
«!l the while.
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Suppose we do take poison, either down our
throats into the stomach and into the blood, or
through the skin, as with the poison ivy, what
is sure to come at last? Pain. It must huri.
Then if we spend all our money for poison sl
we not be poor? Then comes poverty, you sec.
And if we do wrong and hurt ourselves and
others there comes punishment. It comes some-
time, if not all at once.

Now we will put these things down under the
big letter I We will put “Poison” first of all,
and by this poison we mean the poison of al
cohol. See what will follow it then, coming
right after it as surely as it comes first.

Write on blackboard :

»

OISON,

AIN,
OVERTY.
UNISIIMENT.

When this poison brings all this, is not a
touch too much? One never knows just how
easily he may bring on the dreadful troubles
that follow. And then, no one suffers alone.
(Mention the ills that come to homes because
this cu )

Star Thought: A Touch is Too Much. Drink-
ing wine at all is what the text calls “excess.”
This means too much of anything at any time,
It means going too far, and if one never takes
one step one cannot go too far,

Thoughts for Teachers. Aside from the pos
sibilities of influencing the homes through th
children, which is very important, our chicf
work is to fortify the children now against
temptation in time to come. We cannot
deeply impress this practical couplet :

A
Zouch

7S o0 muS®

“From drink, with its sorrow, temptation, and
sin,
I surely am safe, if I never begin.”
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LESSON X111, (September 27,)
REVIEW,

GOLDEN TEXT: “The Lord is my light and my
salvation.”  I'sa, 27, 1.

Primary Notes,

e for quarter to tune “Little

Sing hymn v
Drops of water:

“ather, teach and lead us
Ever in the light :

May th precious lessons
Shine like stars at night,”

The Star Thoughts for
the quarter in order are
1. God only,
will save us,
Serve  God. 4. Trye
obedience, 5, God sees
the leart. 6. God on
our side, T. Help  in
trouble, 8 My Brother-
Friend. 9. Good for evil. 10, The true way.
11, Love each other, 12
13. Light.

Cluster the lesson teachings about the thought
of light, and explain again the significance of
the Star Thoughts. As stars shed their light in
the darkness, so these great and beautiful
truths from God's word shine on our way to
help us to understand what is right, Who made
the stars? Who gives these truths? Could any
mnke a st Could any man show us
such wonderful truths as God shows?

After talk about stars and Star Thoughts
teach  Golden Text, Impress  thought that
God himself, not even the Bible, or pr. ver, or
any of the helps we have, can give light and
can save, except as God is our loving Lord and
is himself our light and Saviour,

It the stars cut from silver paper, hung on
pin ribbons put through holes punched in them,
and lettered with the lesson thoughts, have heen
used from week to week in the lessons, they may
now be taken down and given out to scholars
who may give the lesson thoughts in turn and
again place the stars, as the review proceeds,
After giving title and the Golden Text lot the
“star scholar” give Star Thought and then the
class repeat it. If possible, have tiny hooks
arranged on pastehoard or on frame of black-
board, in form of a cross, and hang the stars
upon these hooks, thus gi ing them a new posi-
tion by way of arresting attention. Explain
that this is only to make us think of Jesus and

. A\ touch is too much,

that all light comes from him. Beware of be-
wildering by this symbol, but remember that
the cross iy associated with Christ, and if we
can associate light and salvation with jt we
have gained o distinet advantage in the spirit
of the child, Seven stars in perpendicular line
and six at right angles forming the cross will
serve to give the form, Then ask the children
to think of light—of the brightest, purest, lovelj-
est light they knmv—~—shining from these stars,
Leave this to the imagination, without trying
to simulate light in any way. What is the light
that Jesus gives It is the light of love,
Love makes things plain and clear to us, as the
sunlight makes the dark path plain, It s
Jesus's love that saves us, and so he is our
light and our salvation, as the text sa The
sun gives us light by day, but at night we are in
the dark. The sun shines on another part of
the world. Jesus is always shining in his love
everywhere,

As the lessons are passed in review bring up
such historical points as are needed to revive
the knowledge, being careful to take what was
especially impressed in the first study that it
may be a review indeed and not a new lesson,
But be brief and bright, and concentrate the
thought on light.

Thought for Teachers, Perhaps we cannot
too often remind ourselves of the risk we run
in using symbols,  We just alwy guard
against  wrong impressions and confusion of
thought. Let us be careful not to mix our
metaphors,  If we yse stars and light let us not
bring in links of a chain, for instance, in our
review.  We need to consecrate and use our
mental powers as well as our spiritual influence,

“The simplicity that is in Christ” should be
study of our Lord's teachings roveals the fact
the |irim;u'.\' teacher’s watchword, A areful

that he was always simple in a high degree,
Let us study his example lovingly and rever-
ently,
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Temperance Notes.
1. ToEY never open a saloon with prayer,

2. There ought to be no room in this world
for a “wine room.”

3. You can never call a saloon a drug store,
but you can call some drug stores saloons and
hit it.

4. The saloon keeper’s license to sell whisky
is the devil's official commission to enlist sol-
diers in his army.

5. When the saloon keeper won't trust a man
for a glass of beer it is high time for the
groceryman to do a cash business,

6. The devil is represented as having horns,
and every horn of whisky a man drinks the
more like a devil he becomes.

7. A moderate drinker is worth a thousand
times more to the devil for destructive purposes
than an out-and-out drunkard.

8. To say, “I can drink or let it alone,” is
about as wise as to say, “I can drive nails in a
lion’s tail and get away before he can grab
me.” You can let it alone before you have
formed the vicious habit, but afterward you
may find it impossible.

‘Whisper Songs for September,

TENTH LESSON.

Jesus, Son of God most high,
Let my sinful nature die;
Come, O come unto thine own ;
Reign upon thy rightful throne,

ELEVENTH LESSON.

Lord and Saviour, let us be
One in love and loyalty,

One in service, prayer, and praise,
One in thee through all our days.

TWELFTH LESSON,
Give each little child the grace
To be steadfast in his place,
Shunning sin, and serving thee
Lovingly and faithfully,

THIRTEENTH LESSON.

Lord, thy Word is, night and day,
Cloud and fire along our way,

Like a shadow from the heat,
Like a glory round our feet.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Order of Service
FOR TIE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Third Quarter.
Teacher, God be merciful unto us and bless
us;
Class. And cause his face to shine upon us,
T. Let us come boldly unto the throne of
grace,
C. That we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help.
CONCERT PRAYER.
““We are little children,
Weak and apt to stray;
Saviour, guide and keep us
In the heavenly way.
Save us, Lord, from sinning;
Watch us day by day;
Help us now to love thee;
Take our sins away.”
PRAYER. Brief prayer, all uniting in the Lord’s
Prayer.
SINGING,
GOLDEN TEXT DRILL.
OFFERING, preceded by Concert Recitation :
“Here we come with gladness
Gifts of love to bring,
Pleasing Him who loves us,
Christ, our Saviour King.
“Small may be our offering,
But the Lord will use
Every gift we bring him;
None will he refuse.”
ADDITIONAL LESSONS,
MARCHING SONG:

“We've listed in a holy war,
Battling for the Lord!
Eternal life our guiding star,
Battling for the Lord!
Refrain~“We'll work till Jesus comes,
We'll work till Jesus comes,
We'll work till Jesus comes,
And then we'll rest at home,

“We've girded on our armor bright,
Battling for the Lord!
Our Captain’s word our strength and might,
Battling for the Lord.”
LESSON TAUGHT.
Ecuo PRAYER.
Last Worps.—Repeat after teacher:

“If we sing and work for Jesus,
As we walk our earthly way,
Then we'll praise his name forever
In the land of endless day.”
Mizeen,
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Making Men Moral by Law.

BY THE LATE REv, HUGH PRICE HUGHES,

—

H OW constantly we hear men say,

“You cannot make men moral by

Act of Parliament.” | never
heard anybody say that, except when he
was trying, in some way, to hinder the
kingdom of God, When men try to pre-
vent the advance of the temperance
movement, and other great moral enter-
prises, they are very fond of rattling off
that sentence. It js Supposed to be a
reply to mora} fanatics ; but when men
glibly tell us that we cannot make men
moral by Act of Parliament I should like
to know what they mean, They prob-
ably do not know themselves, Do they
mean that force in itself is no remedy ?
If so, let them live up to their convie-
tions. But let us not forget that a law
is a good deal more than force, An Act
of Parliament ig not mere force: it is
educational, ¢ teaches the conscience ;
strengthens the conscience, and even the
most degraded usually realize that what
is illegal is wrong,

immoral.  Behold the liquor traffic as it
created and stimulateq by
many Acts of Parliament—the supreme
curse of our country ! Think of the
Contagious Diseases Act, which for so
many years dragged sume of our military
centres to the very verge of hell. And
on the other hand, as providing that men
may, in another sense, be made mora)] by
Act of Parliament, or by law, look at the
Jews, who, when the law of Moses was
given to them, were, in many respects,

comparatively in ancient times a high
condition of morality.  After aj], what
is law but public opinion, made definite
and enforced! The statute book, be it
éver remembered, is the national con-

sclence, just as the executive Government
Is the national will :
important it i to
conscience,

and how extremely
purify the national

671 -

If any further evidence is needed that
the favourite expression that “ you can-
not make men moral by Act of Parlia-
ment” is g falsehood, I need only refer
you to that ever-memorable monument of
the beneficent life of the late Lord
Shaftesbury—the Factory Acts. The
Factory Acts! Why, they have created
a moral revolution in the * Black Coun-
iry" Ia many parts of England women
and children were degraded beyond all
expression, and because the national con-
science embodies these protective Acts in
the Statute Book of this country the
whole moral condition of vast masses of
the people has been entirely changed.
Let us, then, for ever dismiss from our
minds the delusion that you cannot
make people moral by Act of Parliament,

Our Sunday School,

(May be sung to “God save the King.”)

God bless our Sunday School
And make thy golden rule
A thing of joy.
Then we shall take delight
In all that's good and right,
And with divinest might
Our strength employ.

Bless thou our boys and girls,

More worth than gold or pearls ,
Bless all our youth—

Young men and maidens fair ;

Children in mothers’ care ;

Age, (00, with silver hair,
Lovers of truth ;

Babes on our cradle rolls,

Now with unsinning souls,
Tender and dear ;

Parents whose guiding star

Led them to see afar,

On through the gates ajar;
Every one here,

Blest Sunday School, to thee,
Hope of the high-born free,
To thee, we cling,
Here we with pleasure meet,
Here we each other greet,
And here at Jesus’ feet
Our offerings bring.

—8. 8. Journal
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Belps for Ceachers and Sunday School {Workers.

_NET PRICES. POSTPAID.

Peloubet's Select Notes on the Inter- | History, Prophecy and the Monuments ;
national Lessons. By Rev. F. N.| or, Israel and the Nations. By James
Peloubet, D.D., and M. A. Peloubet. Frederick McCurdy, Ph.D., LL.D.,
A TR = -« «8L10 Professor Oriental Lan%ungen in the

Ilustrated Notes. A Guide to the Study |  University of Toronto. Three volumes.
of the International Sunday School | Net $2.76 each. Vol. 1, To the Down-

g J fall of Samaria. Vol. 2, To the Fall of
Lessons. By T. B. Neely, D.D., and ¥ ; Work
Robert Remington Doherty - - $1.10 Nineveh. Vol.3, Completing the Work.

) 3 h The Land and the Book; or, Biblical
Arnold’s Practical Commentary on the Illustrations Drawn from the Manners

International 8.8. Lessons -~ - 50c. and Customs, the Scenes and Scenery
Legion of Honor Normal Bible and | of the Holy Land. By W. M. Thom-
Training Lessons (Loyal Sunday School | son, D.D, - - . - - $1.90

Army Series). Prepared by Prof. | The Model Superintendent. By H. Clay
H. M. Hamill. Two paits. Each, 16c.;|  Trumbull - . . .  .$1.25
per  dozen, $1.50, postpaid.  First | w10 o Josephus. Translated by W.

art, New Testament. ond Part, | ywpiceon A M 4 3'1 10
Old Testament. | e« i
.| The Spiritual Experience of St. Puul,

A Dictionary of the Bible : Comprising | with Other Devotional Papers. By
its Antiquities, Biography, Geography, | J. T. L. Maggs, B.A., B.D., Principal
Natural History and Literature, ete. | Wesleyan Theological College - 60c.
By Smith and Peloubet. Teachers’ | qy,o Journal of Rev. John Wesley, A.M.,
Edition - . . . . with Introductory Essay by Thomas

A Harmony of the Gospels: Being the | Jackson. Four volumes. Set, $3.00.
Life of Jesus in the Words of the | Three Years with the Children. One
Four Evangelists. Arranged by W. H. ‘ Hundred and Fifty-six Children's Ser-
Withrow, D.D., F.RS8.0, - - 50c; mons for Pastors, Ilustrations for

en's Concordance : Beinga Complete | Primary Sunday School Teachers, and

Cr&n&ﬁlncegﬂ,md and New Testa. | Object Lessons and Blackboard Talks
ment and the Apocrypha. By Alex- | for Superintendents of Junior Societies.

ander Cruden, M.A. Student's " By AmosR. Wells - - . $1.10
Edition - - - . .8L00|Yale Lectures on the Sunday School.
By H. Clay Trumbull - - §1.80

i to
Thﬁo?wég:::un:f %;ncﬁerd:,n?f 3 | shinte on Ohild Training. By H. Clay
Walker. Containing fifty th d| Trumbull - . .7 .7 . 812
more references th:n Cruden’s Con- | Early Israel and Surrounding Nations.
cordance - . . . - 81.25| By A. H. Sayce, LL.D., - - 8135

Bible Tt Com- | A History of Babylonia and Assyria. By
“&J:Lunél:,::grd‘lﬂl m“éﬁ l{,‘;i “o:: | Robert William Rogers, Ph.D. Two

Wright, D.D. - -’ -§200| volumes . - . . . 84.25
i sk | The Bible Hand-Book. An Introduction
Tlustrated Bible Dictionary and Treas. | to the study of Sacred Scriptures. By

ury of Biblical History, Biography, | Joseph A M.A., D.D.

; t | _Joseph Angus, M.A., D.D. - - §1.256
qugmphy, Doctrine and themtu}'e Hints on Bible Study. By Drummond,
With numerous illustrations and im- | Dawson, Meyer, and others - $1.00

rtant  Chronological Tables ani
ps. By M. G. ﬂsﬁon, D.D. 81.25.
Teaching and Teachers. By H. Clay

Handbook of Bible Geography. By
Rev. George H. Whitney, D.D.” Tllus-
trated - - - - - $1.70

Trumbull - . . - 8110 The Life of Christ. By Frederick W.

Sunday School Success: A Book of Prac- | Farrar, D.D., F.R.S., 40c.; also 65c,
tical Methods for Sunday School . Ways of Working, or, Helpful Hints to

-

Teachers and Officers. By Amos R. Sunday School Workers of all Kinds.
Wells - - - - - $1.10| By Rev. A. F. Schauffler, D.D. - $1.00
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i A GREAT OFFER o
I 3

[iA 5 )

o
i Matthew H C tary #
U a ew enry S Lommen ary %
" >
Y o
2 ) ’

i ON THE ENTIRE BIBLE s é
s h -

i_ Tlustrated Edition with an Introductory Essay by the Rev. John Stoughton. '! é

(1 6 Royal Octavo Volumes, 4,306 Pages, 100 Mlustrations !!

i [

] The Greatest Bible Commentary ] |
| )

Y FOR LAYMEN, STUDENTS, TEACHERS, PREACHERS ! ; { f
4 [

I | |

i T i |
4 ALTHOUGH many Bible Commentaries have enriched the field of Bible literature during ’! '

the past two centuries Matthew Henry's has always been accorded the first place, That '!
o it combines more points of advantage than any other work of the kind is the opinion of  + ) |
,  Jjudicious theologians everywhere, It Possesses a clear and convenient arrangement, remark- "> |
able spirituality and purity. It is packed with suggestive material, concise, consistent, ‘;!
*  comprehensive, : Y !
) OUR SPECIAL OFFER s {
(1 We will send a set of this incomparable work to all BANNER readers who will send us Y ,
q #1.50 end promise to send us $1.00 a month for six months, making a complete payment of 850, IR '
1 Freigh' to be paid by purchaser, 3) {

!' The regnlar price of this six volume set in the United States is $18.00, 50 that the value of

(! our special offer will be apparent at once to all readers, f)

3 READ WHAT IS 3AID ABOUT THE WORK f
A *“There is nothing to be compared with Matthew Henry's Commentary for pungent and

practical applicat sn and teachings of the text."— The Sunday Schoot Times, i
**For clear, evaiwelical, spiritual and practical Biblical exposition, there has been nothing K
better than this old siandard.”"— Bishop John H. Vineent, " ¢
1 “Matthew Henry's Commentaries will prove, in all Ages to come, to be a perfect mine of " it

3- gold for all laymen,"—R, 5, MacArthur, D.D, 1 I

] “For those who desire a common-sense, pithy, quickening, reverent, uplifting commentary
) onthe Bible, nothing is better than Matthew Henry."—Geo. Dana Boardmann, D.D.

I Now that this valuable and important work is offered at a low price and on most favorable | b
[ terms, it should speedily find its way into the library of our Laymen, Sunday School Superin- ; f
»  tendents and Teachers, and all Bible students.y

) Accept our offer to-day. Send us your name and address with $1.50 first remittance, and

i we will send at once the complete set,

i |

W

i WILLIAM BRIGGS

\ Methodist Book and Publl-hln‘ House ;

il €. W. COATES, Montreal ;

| S F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.s. Toronto, Ont.
o
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1t of the following
popular volumes :

Che

By DR. J. G. HoLLAND. A splendid book §
for young people. One of the best that has o
pwor been put into the Course.
’

Lea ue By Dr. J. L. HURLBUT. What Methodists

believe and how they work. Adapted to the

SRR e e e e ot e o -’r’w'}'av'é-%e#.%s.\&';
&
Lessons in Life
Qur Church
Canadian needs.

. ’
Readlng Nature’s Miracles
By ELisHA Gray, Pr.D., LL.D. Vol 2,
CourSe Energy, Vibration, Explosives,
The regular price of these three volumes is §
for as follows :
:' Lessons in Life" s s B 98

ur Church” ... . . 060

1903-1904 * Nature's Miracles” ... 0:::
246

-

ls now They will be sold in the set for $1,25.

which is less than half-price. If sent by mail,
20c. must be added for postage. The best way

ready for Circles to secure the books will be to have
them sent by express.

Order at once and get an early start,

Pure Books on Avoided Subjects I:fscitane

Books for fen ‘Books for Women

By SyLvasus Stany, D.D. By Mgs. Mary Woob-ArLLex, M.D.
o —_ and Mgs. Exma F. A, Drakg, M.D.
T ooy R O Reo” | g i 00 Onahi s o
What a Young Man Ought to Know ““Whata Young Woman Cught to Know”
“Whata Young Husband Ought to Know" | “Whata Young Wife Ought to Know”
“What a Man of 45 Ought to Know"” “What a Woman of 45 Ought to Know”

e e

| ' A book filled with good advice to girls and

"I take pleasure in commending the books | young women,in which the laws governing their

heartily and unqualifiedly to young men.”— | physical nature are wisely and sympathetically
FrANK W, OBER, Editor of ** Men.” treated."—The .Advance.

$1.00 Net per Copy. Descriptive Circulars Free on Application.

j
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LIBRARY
BOOKS

»t Half Price!

| Y ‘()U know books become soiled and marred from handling, and
} yet are just as good as bright new copies, We have on hand
( just now quite a variety of this eo; & and desire to clear them
| out at once, to make room for other stock. We do not make
a list of this stock ; it is too varied, and not enough of any
one volume. The assortment, is good,

‘W Every Book Approved.

We will make You up a selection and send jt on approval, if you
are in the market for bargain ; books that we sell right along at
one third off, in this lot at

< Fifty Off »

want to spend, and wo will send on approval, a carefully chosen
and well assorted selection of these books,

Remember the discount is Fifgy Per cent, and that the
books are sent on Approval.

As the best books will be picked up first, we advise you to send
an early order,

,,,,, T ————— -
WILLIAM BRIGGS

Wesley Buildln‘l L4 E o
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Che Sacrifice of the Shannon

By W. ALBERT HICKMAN

““Here's a book worth anyone's while. Do you want thrilling adventure? Read about
the rescue of the Ihuuru F's crew from the ice off Cape Gaspe. Do you ask fc
Peruse the description of the boat races at Caribon.  Would you become acquain
real men?  Follow the deeds and talk of David Wilson, Donald donald, Hans
host of others. And, finally, do you want to know a real girl and learn how love
her? Read the deseriptions of Gertrude MacMichael and follow her to the climg \u\\
all this may appear {ravagant praise, but it is as soberly as a reviewer
completing the fin liveliest, most stirring story that he has read this y
sober truth, too, . . It is & book to be read once, then again, then two or three times
more, and then laid within e sy reach, to be dived into when your brain wants refreshing
and your blood stirring."—Nashville American,

ame to

“‘For once in the great mess of fiction that has been served up to us we come upon an
original idea and a new condiment. In ‘The Sacrifice of the Shannon,” Mr. W. Albert
Hickman introduces us to the ice fields of the Gulf of St. Lawrence in winter. . . . He
gives us a ra mlnuz yacht rac charming heroine, four or five real live men and a rescue
from the ice that carries us along breathles . There isan outdoor breeze blowing
throngh the \\Imlu story, a breath of the great gulf it describes. . Ir {ickman
has written a notable siory that will be thoroughly enjoyed by all who read it."—N. ¥. Sun.

Paper, 75c.; Cloth, $1.25

Thyra Varrick

A LOVE STORY

By AMELIA E. BARR
Profusely Illustrated by Lee Woodward Zeigler

“Who can help thrilling over such a tale as ‘ Thyra Varrick,’ so vital were the times
in which the characters moved, so colorful and tense with |uluck and loyalty, Amelia E.
Barr has told an e lent story. has drawn her characters full of the magnetism of
true romance. The book is a refreshing change to the historical novels. The reader who
takes up ‘Thyra Varrick’' won't willingly put it down until he has read it to the last
page."—St. Lowis Republican.

“‘Thyra Varrick ' is the heroine of this interesting novel and the story of her life is
well worth’ reading. Mrs, Barr has never done better work. Never has created a tale of
such enthralling interest."— Philadelphia Evening Telegraph.

Ornamental Cloth, 12mo, $1.50
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