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- . Gain and Abel. Gep. 4:'3-13) - R
GoLpEN TExT: “ By faith Abel offered unlo God a moré excellent sucri-
- - fice than Cain.” Heb. 11: 4. SO
Odiour 10 MEMoRY verses 35, . v TN
Ppove maAT—God accepts heart worship only. Jobn 4 24, S

rree CatgomisM—Quost. 84 What does every sin doserve?
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Gen. 4: 513 | B o1 1019 | Heb. 10 15 imin 5 3724 1doba 3. 1018) Eph. 4; 2132 {Heb. 12:1886, "
To the Teacher—Do nvi credil any Schelat Witk g prepated the lesson who does not glleast
bry to angwer the questions. Tube Lie eaBet. home aod assign & valug 1 each wasner, annoupcing the
resnlt on the following Ssbbo.tlx Take, ur sead, the Leajlle! fo abgent scholars. . -

" Always bring your Bible and_Shorter Catechism

‘ o ,, the 5Sq'bba“th School. ] o :
. _HELPS IN STUDYING. =~

INTRODUCTORY. — The human race had multiplied for at least 125 ur 130 years before the
eyents narmated in this jesson occurred. It is estimatedfibat the pppylation of the earth at
this Ume may have Leen 500,000 Men had dervoied themselves 1o dificrent pursuits, and -
the rites of worship were olserved.  Dusbtioss these were appointed by God himself  What
is forbidden in the second commandment ? . L -

- Lmsgox Prax. I. Sacrifice. vs.3-5. II, Sin. vg.6-8. L. Sufferidg. ‘ve. 9-13.

1, Baomrice. 3. In process of time—Ht. ~at the end of days” The word im. "~
plies g considerable Iapse of time. I } Riogs 1.7 the same expresslon is rendered
“after s while” (sce marginj, and in 3 Chr. 21, 19 it means two years. There may have
Peen & united festal service of all the family of Adam. on the oceasion on which #his
qecenrred and in that case Cain would have felt publicly humiliated, and all the more
ply since he was the eldest son. An offerlng—the same word Is used of Abel's
ifice, s0 that we cannot emphasize the special sense which it afterwards bore of a
oodless offering.” The divine displeasure dues not seem tu Bavebeon directed so
wach against the gift as against the splrit In which it was presepted.  Cain's offering N
was one of those alterwards commanded.  (Ex? 22,10, Neho 10: 35, 30)) and was in ftself
ropriate. 4-B. Firstlings—Ex. 13: 12; 34: 19, Lev. 27; 26, Xum. 18: 15; Prov. 3;
“The fat thareof—Either, the fat of the victim was consumed oo the altar, or he °
o-ofiered the faftest and best in additiin to the firstlings, socording as we understand |
thereof ™ to refer to - flock " or ~Entlings.” The LORD had respect—This may have ~
sp shown by fire from heaven as in 1 Kings 18: 3% Bee Lev. 9: 24; Judges 6. 21
Chr, 21:26; 2 Chr. T: 1. . The reason Is given in Heb. 11: 74, The worshipper's state
“of heart makes all the difference, Cuompnre what is said of Jsmel’s offeringe in Isa. 13
“11-18; Hos. B:13; Ames. 5 21, 22, 25, Very wroth—lit. »it Turned with Cain exceed-
3ngly” His pept up wrath showed xgeg in sullen, lowering looks. There Is no
ble penitende, self-examination, or prayer for instrartion and pardon,
II. Swv. B-7. In wonderful condescention, God reasoms with him. He is the
" forbearing and mercifal God still, Isa. 1: 18, 43. 26, Ezek 33:11: 2 Pet. 3: 9.,
ppted—lit. *is there not lifting up,” either (i) of the guilt, i e. the burden of sin
ved, or (2) of the sscrifice L. e it i3 sccepted with God, ur (2) of the dejected
nahce.  Acceptable service must »pring from right motives and dispositions, but
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if these are nnworthy or ovl, hie da “rouching Hke a wild beas eager iy
to devour its prey, ¢ But thon shouldst rule over it,” master the evil. (Rom. 8:12;8: . | 1
3:12: 21 Ool 275, 303014, 15y The majority of commentators find the essentinl = | | ..
difference betwoen the sacrifice of Cain and that of Abel to lic in the absence of blood.. ..
rhedding in the former thus rm-mﬁn]z on Cait's part & wilful rejoction of the divinely | b
appointed way of salvation. Tn wccordance with this view the seventh verse is undere P BEY
- to mean, «If thon offercat not the sppointed sucrifice, u sin offering lies at band,
present it, and thy rights as afi elder Lrother shall be restored and secured, Abelt will
Took up to theé and thy nuthorify shall L unquestioned,® It is nevessary. to choose
between conflicting views of & very difficalt passage but it seems to us thai the word
- for «offering” eannot here have it technical meaning of & ¢ bloodless offering.” If
© this narmtive s a% is not improballe, an cxtract from a priwitive document, the gen-
eral sense of the word may hayv leen the only gne known to the times of the writer,
The fandafental principles of all worship are Lere emphasized—thi state of the. heart ..
Aetermines acceptability, and persistent wrong-doing terminates in spiritual death, fhe . -,
© religions faculty itself is atrophied. 8, Talked with—We ars not told what they -
talked about. Some translate it = told it 1o Abel his brother " and conneot it with the . 4.«
. preceding verse  Others suppose that their tonversation was about the whole subject - -
- of the rejected facrifices and that Cuin's temper was aroused by the discusson. Notice .

_ how often the word “ brother ™ accura. (Matt. 23: 35, 1 John 3: 12, 18; Jude 11). Y

ITT.  Svweerfka 9. Brother's keeper—An iusolent answer, both in form and
=7 -~ snbatance.  What ic required and what is forbidden in the sixth commsndment 7
“ _ Every man is his Tirother's keeper as fa- a8 regards his influence for guod or evil. . 10,
== h unto me—Heinous crimes are figuratively said to * ory to heaven.” Compare .
‘elx. 18: 20; 19: 13; Bx. 3: 9; 8lso ch. 9: 5; and rend Ps. 116: 15; Hob. 11: 4; Jus. & 4; Rev. _
6: 9,107 Isn. 26: 21: Bzek 24: 7; Job. 18, 18, 'The blood of Christ crigs louder for mercy
than Afwel:\sdid for vengennce, (Heb. 12: 24). 11, Cursed fom the sarth—=t Theé
very'ground curees thee and refuses to yield thee subsistence or a home." Compare .
Lec. 18: 25, 28; 20: 32; also Dent. 18: 15-20. "The race of Cain abandoned agrioulture
- and founded cities, inventing arts and music. Here again the curse carried a blessing
= Intent in it, 12, » Lashed by the stings of  remerseful conscience, he could no longer -

endure the reproachfol eyes of men. 13. My punishment—Marg. « My iniquity is
preater than can be forgiven” Fither way there is no real penitence. He expresses no
regtet for the crime, utters no ery for pardon. He realizes his hard lot and dreads just
vengeance from man when the protecting care of God is withdrawn. In reply God sets
amark upon hita and guarantees that his life shall be. pteserved:.  He.is given time for
repentance and fs constantly reminded of the diyine mercy in sparing him..

| 1<What id Cain bring as ma offering? (3)
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‘ 5*',%@!‘#&1 bring? @
3—~Why _di&'(}rqci accept the §n§ aridrréfu‘s«: the other 2 (5)" ’ k | Y
—When Cain sﬁewed Vhis a.ng;r what Jid Ged sy 1o him?  (Give the sense of it in youf
e -own words), {6} e . 7 NN o

-
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—When God asked Cain for his brather, what answer did he make ?*s) 7 oo
= 6—What curse was Myonounced ixpm){Caini‘ . - A 0. )
.h?‘zmer“. —— 4,_-”,.__,,_._,‘;.._.'" -
"Desr Teacher—Please excnse ruy absence from Sabbath School to-day, I cannob
come bacanse ‘ I have rend the
# Dafly Portions " and answerad the guestions as well s I could. I have commitbed -
to memory versesin addition to the Golden Text, aud Questions in the Catey
'chism and have recited them to I was at church N

I 2end with this my Weekly Offering of  centa




