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The Sympathetic Strike in Canada

URING the week since our last issue, the

Dominion-wide sympathetic strike in sapport
of the metal trade workers of Winnipeg in their
fight for the principle of collective bargaining
through the agency of their Trades Council, has
developed into still greater proportions. In Van-
couver, shipyards, factories, machire shops, ete,
have closed down, shipping is tied up and the
street cars have ceased to run.. Many ecraft or-
ganizations in other cities, which had held back,
hoping for favorable developments, have also left
their work and more and more are still coming
out. The econtinued arrogant, junker-like oppo-
sition of the Government to the prineciple of col-
leetive bargaining decided their action and its re-
fusal to reinstate the postal employees also car-
ried great weight.

What a pretty kettle of fish we have on fry now
over a principle which is recognized, with appli-
cations of far greater magnitude than is demand-
ed here, in almost évery country in the world. How
o _wong‘wwp!ggygnq statesmen of Canada like to

‘a million strong, in Great Britain; or with some
three millions represented by the Triple Alliance.
Truth to tell the whole affair appears indeed—
fishy.

Considering the stand taken by the Government
on matters in conneection with this strike, and
in eonnection with the actiond of its representa-
Robertson,

mencing to denounce the strike, they were

in com-
sup-
on the

tives, Meighan and Gideon

posed to have been sent to investigate,
very day they arrived in Winnipeg, we are forced
to -the conclusion that the Government, in ecol-
lusion with the employers, has precipitated this
strike with malice "{ “>rethought. We believe it
has been planned to''smash he organized lgg)or
inovement when it was thought to be weak and
least able to recover s strength back again, be-
cause of an overstocked labor market. We _be-
lieve they took advantage of the, for the wage
workers, unfortunate condition of the labor mar-
ket, to cateh the working eclass on the hip and
throw' them down to an even lower standard  of
living than is at present their lot. We believe
this,  but we also believe that the econspiritors
have made a drastic misealenlation, and the con-
sequences may be boomerang-like for them.
These politicians do not/realize that while they
have been immersed in the filthy and diseredit-
able hugger' mugger game of bourgeois polities,
that the workers here, astin every other country,
have been making away from the old futilities
and stale political superstitions of the Grit and
Tory schools. This last five years of bitter ex-
perience, has so . sharpened . their - insight and
broadened their outlook on social affairs, that the
ward heelers of Ottawa will find their old b;g
of tricks of decreasing value, now,
days to come. The issues now considered by the
workers, center around the very bases of the
. gocial strueture, and they ‘are questioning the

-uhlvnlidkyofmnythhq;.

“"%Xnd o in spite of the fact that > Talling Tabor -

and in the

market puts a powerful and hitherto unfailing
Wweapon into the hands of those who seek to smash
to lower levels the’living conditions of the work-
ing class, organized labor will make such a fight
against this as will surprise,  yes, startle its
enemies.

behind its mask of

The capitalist press, from

heing the ‘‘publie’’ press, continues to publish ir-

ritating reports, full of misinformation and glar-
ineiting . lan-
We are
also told over and over again with variations, of
the prominent citizens with jaws set, who say
they will stand no nonsenée and that they are
prepared to go the limit in the enforecement of law
ete., ete. What does such ‘‘stuff’’
“I1t means that the press is trying to foster
that necessarilly acecom-
pany strikes and that the warkers are a law dis-
regarding class. Both of these insinuations are,
Jf course, dastard lies. The vast majority. of
out without. violence, in
"GOV & one
out ineurring the bitter hostility of the press. In
those few cases where violence has occured, it has
been fostered by the press in eollusion with hired
provacatuers and thugs.  Moreover, we maintain
that the working elass, in spite of poverty and
other shameful conditions arising from their ex-
ploitation by-the profiteering class, are the only
useful, as well as the most decent and law-abiding
All aspiring religions, idéalisms
and philosephies have sprung from their ranks or
have been inspired by their cause. Who ever
championed the eause of the rulers and the ex-
ploiters except the paid hireling and the syco-
phant? These are at work in this struggle. Wateh

ing misrepresentations, couched in

guage. It plays the foreigner ‘‘stunt.’’

and order,
mean?
an

impression violenee

class in society.

them! The mark of the beast
and say.

Fortunatély the ecapitalist press
claws elipt somewhat, The local Typographical
Union has passed and reaffirmed the following
resolution moved by R. P. Pettipiece and seconded
by J. Rankin, and passed unanimously :

““That, for the duration of the present strike,
the President, who shall give his entire time to the
work, and a representative in each of the three
newspaper offices, he named by No. 226, to ensure
the publication of the striker§ views and that de-
liberate misrepresentation be prevented, under
penalty of cessation of work. And that the news-
papers be compelled to publish reports submitted
by unions.”’

Despite the blatant protests of innoeence on the
part of the publishers, notably the ‘‘Sun,”’ its
claws have heen elipped, and at a meeting held
as Jate as last night by the printers, the resolution
again coneurred in unanimously, and the
prohibition of ‘‘deliberate misrepresentation’’ will
continye. Nevertheless much provaeatuer ‘‘stu

is on all they do

has had its

was

ﬂmmuymw Tieat it with contempt. Keep:

in touch with authentic news soureces.

Workers, do not let them intimidate you. By
virtue of the self-diseipline and organization of
the workers in Winnipeg, there has beéen no
trouble there, though latest reports indieate that
their enemies are organizing—i#. In Vancouver all
Nevertheless, we know that the malig-
with the will to disorder, are here, they
are but non-plussed for the moment by your
quietitude. Do not let them irritate and provoke
The steadfast purpose and iron-will revealed
in your organized diseipline, is more menaecing to
them than -all the threatening terrors of un-
organized and raging mobs. Stand fast!

is quiet.
nants,

you.

BOLSHEVIKI CLAIM ROUT (?F KOLCHAK

‘COPENHAGEN, June 6—The Swedish Socialist
newspaper Folkets Dagsblad, which is said to be in
Jolshevik

has received a telegram from Petro-

close communication with the Russian
government,
grad reporting that the forces of Admiral Kolchak
nf the Omsk Government have been aefeated in the
south and centre, ;wiile th northern front is shak.
mg. The Soviet troaps are said to have captured
40,000 prisoners, 100 gins and mucn war material.

The Esthonian offénsive against Petrograd, the
telegram adds, has been stopped, and the anti-Bol-
sheviki ar¢ retiring in the direction of Jamburg.
The telegram continues:,

“The British \navy attempted to for(e the Fin-
nish Gulf, bist retired.

“The revolutionary movement agamst the bovret
has broken and the Soviet is stronger than ever.®

The Bolsheviki have rettptured Qarapul on the
Kama River southwest of Perm, which was one of
the important towns takx by Admiral Kolchak’s
forces in their spring advance, a Bolshevik wireless

message claims. The despatch also asserts that the
Bolsheviki are continuing to advance in this region.
* A

. Blockade. against Germany,

PARLIAMENT VS. SOVIET

LONDON, June 6.—1t will be surprising if, with-
in the next few days we do not see fresh and per-
haps serious labor troubles here. If so the issue¢
will be quite clear, viz., Parliamient versus Soviet.

For the moment Bob Smillie, the miners’ repre-

sentative, and Robert Williams, transport leader,
Aave received a setback in their attempt to put a
pistol to the government’s head. They demanded,
undeér threat of a general strike of all miners and
transport workers'that the government immediately
withdraw all Britigh troops from Russia, raise the
abolish cons¢ription,
and release all conscientious objectors in England.
However this attitude precipitated trouble at
once for its sponsors, The parliamentary commit-
tee of the Trades Union Congress, headed by the
front bench -labor men, resented this outside inter-
ference and dictation from men who themselves
failed to secure return to the Commons at_ the last
eelctions, and are now avowedly seeking to  dis-
credit Parliament in the eyes of the workers.

J. Harrington will be the speaker uihé Empress
theatres Sunday evening, commenging at 8 ¢'clock.
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‘Economic Status of the Wage Worker Under

The Commodity Nature of His Labor Power

II'E, physically econsidered, may be defined as

a continuous proeess”of -assimilation and de-
composition taking plaee in certain organic sub-
stances comprising the living organism.

The process' of assimilation requjres that the
or;z.mimu &ay, a man, be supplicd at roquent in
eaten dnrf (Ilm ,st(d. is built up inte the tlssues of
his body. A

The process of decomposition goes on continu-
ously, intensely during periods of exertion,
and results in the liberation of a considerable
amount of energy, part of which is used up in the
various bodily funetions and the remainder is avail-
able for the activities charaéteristic of the indivi-
dual.

It will be seen, then, that the human body be-
longs to that eclass of machines the. function of
which is to change energy from one form to an-
other. A comparison has often been made be-
tween the human body and a steam engine i~ that
the latter transforms the potential energy of coal
into motion while thé former ehanges the poten-
tial of foodstuffs into heat,’ motion, and
nervous ('“(‘l'gy.

The energy thus set free considerable
amount and it has been calculated that a man of
ordinary strength can exert 4500 foot-pounds per
minute for 10 hours a day; that is, about one-
seventh of a horse-power.

The force of energy generated by the humpan
organism may be used to effect a displacement of
matter—human aetivity in the production of
wealth econsists entirely in the displacement of
matter—resulting in ‘““work’’ which when multi-
plied by time is ‘‘power.’”’ In economics, however,
the encrgv~is: snown as ‘‘labor power’’ and its
- expenditur.’,in production as ‘“‘labor.’’
~ Now, a commodity, by definition, is an external
object; is useful to some one; is the produet of
Jabor and is produced for exchange, that is, it is
bought and sold. Ta be elussed as a commodity,
labor power must satify these four conditions.

To begin with, labor-paver is a purely physieal
phenomenon. The distinetion oftem made between
mgnual and mental labor is purely arbitrary and
while retained for convenience is not a real dis-
tinetion in that all labor is both manual and men-
tal although these two phases oceur: in varying
ratios. Nor need the fact that labor-power can
not he visibly separated from its producer create
any confusion as to its. objectivity.

It is useful, being necessary to the life and well-
being of its producer and véry profitable to thoie
fortunate enough to control him.

It is the produet of labor in that the food,
<lothing and shelter necessary to its production
are labor products and inasmuch as the laborer
himself as he appears in the labor market is a
product of the labor expended in his rearing,
eduration and training.

Certain- conditions, however, must be present
before labor-power can function as a commodity.

In the first place, co-operation, division of labor ,

more

energy

is in

and the use of tools, in § word, social progress;

must have reached such a stage of developmént

that there is a margin between produoticyx‘ and

eonswaption, thereby permitting ‘the accumula-

tion of wealth. That is to say, that other things

being equal, a wap should be able” to produce

more wealth in a day, month or year than is nece:.

sary for his sustenance. This /surplus we shall
encounter later as rent, inte and profit.

not ensure that labor-

commodity but leads up

slavery and dom to modern eapitalism

er two 4onditions are present. These

laborer is free to sell his labor

uthnodem-od:tyh
freebefo S the law

very
Jorse ;
his person,

he is himself a commodity,

Capitalism

and able to enter into a contraet for the delivery
of his labor-power for a definite penod

Secondly, that the laborer must be obliged to
sell his Iabor power; that is, he has no other com-
modity to seil, being divoreed from the land and
other essentials of production which have passed
into the hands of the purchaser or, rather, of the
purchasing elass

These conditions being present, labor-power ap-
pears as a commodity, which is brought to the
labor market by its owner, the laborer, and sold
by the hour. month or other period agreed upon.
Being sold, it, of course, has a price genérally
known by the speeial term “\'\Afages" or, in cer-
tain cases, ‘‘salary.”’ 3

“Price’’ is. value expressed in terms of money
and the value of this particular commodity, like
that of any other, is determined by its cost of
production. Now, the cost of production of labor-
power depends on—first; a suffieciency of foed,
c¢lothing and shelter for the maintenance of the
laborer so that he ean turn out every morning
fresh and fit for a day’s work; secondly, main-
tenance for his wife and children so that the raee
of laborers shall not die out; thirdly, in all ‘oecu-
pations requiring some special skill or training,
the expenses of edueation will pass over into the
value of the produect.

All of these factors resolve themselves into a
definite quantity of the means of subsistence, the
value of which, measured in labor time, will ap-
pear in the value of labor power. There is, how-
ever, another factor not present in other ecom-
modities which has bearing on this pomt—the
‘““‘standard of living.”’

There is, of course, a physieal ninimum of sub-
sistence, a quantity of foodstuffs, ete., upon less
than which the working elass ecould not exist,
whieli, further, will vary with time and place. On
the other hand, the wants and requirements of the
worker are the result of a proeess of historieal
development and form a psychological factor hdv-
ing a profound effect on the cost of subsistence.
For instance, the existence of free land during the
rise of American eapitalism is,"no doubt, the cause
of the higher standard of living and eonsequent
high wages in America, oompared with the Euro-
pean. countries.

However, the standard of living for any given
country is more or less a fixed quantity and the
cost of subsistence, therefore, fairly well estab-
Jished. Round the value of labor power, as thus
ﬁqed the prne that is, wages, will fluctuate ae-
cording to the dictates of the law of supply and
demand, but, indsmuch as there is geneully an
oversupply of labor power, wages are found to
approximate vyery closely to the cost of subsis-
tence. ‘0

Wageés may be tansidered from three points of

view. First, there is’the actual amount of money
pdid to the lahorer, the “‘nominal”’ wage. Second-
ly, there is the ‘“real” wage, which is the amount
of commodities which ean be: bought with that
amount of money, and thirdly, the “‘relative’’
wage which is wages considered relaiively to the
total product or, what is" more to the point, to
the surplus value appropriated by the capitalist
class. This latter aspeet we are not at present
concerned with, but it is obvioud that it is ““real
wages’’ which are important and that it is pos-
aibloforloonlidenbk!inehmiml wages to

siderable unrest and disturbance in the labor mar-
ket which is repeated, on a smaller scale, howéver,

durilg a period of falling prices due to at-
tempts to retard the corresponding fall in wages.

Closely connected with wages is the guestion
of the length of working day. The expenditure
of. labor power is accompanied by a process of de-
composition in the human body. There i8 a de-
struction of tissue and an aeeumulation of waste
matter which eause a progressively toxic effect on
the system manifesting ‘itself as fatigue or weari- -
ness and, if the exertion is excessive or long-
continned, in exhaustion. For this reason we find
towards the close of the working day a marked
diminution of efficiency, both as to quantity and
quality of product and a greater liability to aeei-
dent. To these facts is no doubt due the readi-
ness on the part of the employing class to accede
to demands for a shorter workday and; in many
cases, to initiate such measures.

Since the establishment of miodern capitalism
the laborers have kept up a econtinuous pressure
with a view to seenring better wages, shorter hours
aud improved conditions of labor resulting in the
formation of trade unions, thus securing the ad-
vantage of collective bargaining with the strike
and boyeott as persuasive agenecies. Whatever
value these organiaztions may have had for the
workers in the past they ecannot be said to be
conspicuously sucecessful at -the present time nor
are the results in any way commensurate with the
energy and money expended. The trade unions
were at first, of neecessity, formed upon eraft lines
and those trades for which special skjll and train-
ing are necessary were able to obtain the most
advantageous terms—it will be remembered that,
when discussing wages we found that the train-
ing of the skilled laborer was a factor in deter-
mining the value of labor power-—this, however,
is offset by the fact that the development of
modern machinery is rapidly rendering unneces-
sary the possession of speeial skill and is obliterat-

ing the distinetions thus created between the

-

workers. For this and other reasons we find
strongly in evidence a growing sense of solidarity
among the laborers and a tendengy to much closer
affiliation than is afforded by the old-line unions.
On the other hand, the employers realizing, some-
what late in the day, that a healthy, contented
and, thérefore, efficient working class is a neces-
sity in their business are inereasingly willing to
make coneessions and are inclined to patronize
and foster the eraft unions.

Association with the modern machinery of pro-
duction which, while it has broken down the
special handieraft skill of the worker necessitates
*a eertain degree of intelligence and edueation on
his part, is in faet an edueation in itself, has pro-
foundly medified the.point of view of the working
class, rendering it much more suseeptible to those
teachings which contemplate the abolition of the
status rather than amelioration of the conditions
of servitude. But that, of course, is another story.

GEORDIE.

LIBERATION ‘OF HOSTAGES ORDERED

COPENHAGEN, May 27.-—-An official ecom-
munieation received here from Budapest says that
the Soviet having triumphed over its enemies, the
liberation of hostages has been ordered.

The Hungary army Sommand at Budapest an-
nounces that the ‘“enemy’” is withdrawing south-
east of Budapest in a disorderly manner. Tt says
that a regiment, composed of Roumanians from
Transylvania was almost wiped out.

mrumomm

mwamwurmowmm
Price—#6.00 per 100 Single Copies 10¢
Pmp.m ueotinp every Sunday night, at
., Empress Theatre, eorcsy, of Gore avemue
Huﬁnu
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Todays Psych051s

AGAN Rome’s head ached. Pagan Rome’s
P' head = was hard, but it ached. And the
ache was no unecertain one. “The diagnosis of the
condition was easy,” for the dear public were show-
ing unmistakeable symptoms of a veritable brain-
storm. The pathology of the trouble was not dif-
ficult, for the Light of the Primitive Christians
was. hidden by .no Bushel; and without exception
thé symptoms were most pronounced wherever
that Light burned most brightly.

But what of .therapenties for the disease? That
were another matter. ’Twere easy enough to see
the storm; and satisfactory reasons, even if not
the roet causes, eould be assigned thereto. But,
“Our ecalling is in danger,”’ and ‘‘What must we
do to be saved?”’

Imperial Pagan Rome never had had such a
head. Many a time had the Imperial Legions
swept some provincial religious and patriotie
fanatie from the face of the Earth. But this was
a seismic disturbance that emanated from the
very centre of their earth, and like a tide rising
would neither be damned nor gainsaid. Basis in
natural law there was to it and the conquerors of
the Earth could only adapt themselves to. it or be
swept aside by remorseless Nature along ‘with the
hundreds of millions of other forms of life that
had not proved adaptable to changing conditions.
This time neither Machiavellian Art nor the
Strong Arm could eradicate the business and pet-
foree the matter had to be assimilated. oF

The slaves of Imperial Rome needed nq propa-
gandist to ceaselessly point to the Class. &ruggle
Captured in battle or taken in the dr»g net of the
Roman Armies there was no medifin-of-exchange
or psuedo-demoeracy to veil thy sitmation. But
chattel slavery was the order of the day and the
social economy of the perio’’was not ripe for any
change! No hope lw:c?ed anywhere in that
direction.

Primitive (‘hrmtlr.mty preached Communism in
the present e«onrmy and Hope in the Future. No
Marx was rmmred to tell them that they had
nothing to .joose but their chains, and the ac-
:-nmnlntm} mites of thousands looked very like
wealth; Anotheér Life definitely promised there
was to he freedom; at arty moment the Promised
Mc«swh might be expected and the Future Life

”:‘Q* "installed ‘forthw ith!

At first they joined up by ones and twos.
Gradually it became hundreds and thousands, and
then hundreds of thousands. The One Big Union
with its Determining Economic Basis and its Hope
swept the Empire. For once the psyehology of
the mass had gotten out of the control of the
“Upper Class.”” Swayed by the idea resultant
from the conditions, and mentally intoxicated with
"a faith accouched by degradation and slavery
they rushed to the stake, the cross, the arepa and
the jails with an unanimity that defied all author-
ity and took repression as a thirsty man  takes
water.

Imperial Rome had a sick head ache!

Imperial Rome had to face the situation. There
were three alternatives .confronting the Patricians
and Plutocrats. Either they had fo exterminate
the proletariat or to be engulfed in the flood them-
selves upon the backs of the masses. They chose the
latter alternative. A little appearanee of concession,
a great noise of eonfession; a little doetoring of
doctrine, a great show of adopting: tremendous
fluttering of flags, terrifie blowing of bugles,
strenuous orations by politieal pilots, frenzied
beating of breasts by new inspired sky pilots and
the near-fatal psychology veered before.the tor-
nado of patriotism, bombast, loyalty and lying.
Imperialism reegvered. its breath. .For the ir-
reconcilables and non-hypnotisable—extermination
in a sea of bloed:

® 0 o o

' Chivistian  Capitalism’s head aches. Chﬂsthn
Capitalism’s head is a2 hard one. And the ache is
mo uncertain one.  The diagnosis of the eondition

‘heim’s - offensive against  Russia,

By W. W. LEFEAUX
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, is ‘easy for the dear publiv are showing unmis- /
takeable symptoms of a veritable brainstorm. The’

pathology of the trouble is not difficult for tle
gaunt spectre of famine is in a world of p]em_v.*,‘l}ge
beastiality and horrors of war in the nam¥ of
Christ and Demecracy, the mutterings and suneasy
stirrings of the sleeping labor giant, fie eon-
tinuous reference to ‘‘the revolution’’ jsind a vol-
canie feeling in the air ean not be ZAisconstrued.

But what of the therapeuties fgf the disease?
That is another matter. 'Tis easy enough to see
the storm; and the superficial 4apologists for the
system satisfy the petit hog geois and so-called
intelligentsia by their unemling chorus of ‘“Bol-
shevist!' Socialist! Anapthist! Crucify Them!”’.
But the chorus still ehfusing there appears- no
peace. On the one s¥ie the forees of the Higher-
Ups gather their g mies of hirelings through the
agencies of the Sate and on the other, the ranks
of labor swiftly” gather.

Imperial (“nmtmn Capitalism has never before
had sueh ¢ head. Many a time have Christian
Bayonetsglet Christ and Light into the naked
dusky. bodies of independant aborigines who pre-
ferrd death to the enlightment of ‘“‘Law, Order
»4d “Demoeracy,”’ and whose sense of the fitness
of things did not include resolving themselves into
a market for. Lanecashire Cottons and Birmingham
Smallwares. But this is a seismie distarbanee that
emanates from the very centre of their Capitalist
Strongholds, and rising like the tide flooding gives
no hint of possibility of abatement. Based on the
natural law of Eternal Change or Death, the Im-
perialist Masters of Worldwide Capitalism must
either adapt themselves to the changing conditions
or be swept Jut of existence by the pent-up vol-
eanie forces that they are trying to stifle. 'l‘h!s
time neither Machiavellian Art nor the Strong
Arm ean keep for them the unehallenged position
occupied under condifions that have passed away.

The Trump Ace of Capitalism—Worldwide
War—was played in 1914. Aecomplished by a

u}ﬁmal of flagwaving, trumpeting, orating, de-
r’mmung and other well-known psyechosis, forming
“stunts. . The Capitalist Stites of the World played
the game that had been played on a smaller scale
many a time - gsinece the old Roman Plutocrats
sensed the keynote of mass eontrol, and thé pro-
letariat of the Christian World rushed into the
greatest carnival of mutual murder yet staged in
human history. For the irreconcilables and the
class conscious—tortures and the firing squad.
What cards has Capitalism left? By what
propaganda can the psychosis now forming in the
masses be prostituted again te bolster up the
““vights’’ of property and human slavery? Elee-
tricity, steam and machinery have formed a psy-
chosis of the proletariat  that presents a soul-
wracking problem to the owners of the pro-
letariat.- A glimmer of halting, stumbling in-
telligence is shooting into thé mental equipment

of the mass; a thin shaft of light is shooting .

across thgt tired brain benumbed by the slavery
of nntolgl' generations; the giant chained by his
““superior’’ formed mentality is slowly stirring.

Capitalism’s only hope is to guide and use the
psychosis of the industrial proletariat in such =&
way as to again center it upon other ephemeral
activities. Will material’ econditions accomodate
any such performanee?! Steam replies No! Elee-
tricity echoes No! Machinery roars No! The
intelligent among the workers thunder No!

We will not be tempted to indulge in the mental
relaxation and ramblings of prophesy.

We shall see. Perchance the workers of Europe
ean be shown and coenvineed of the necessity of
shovelling Europe into the Atlantic Ocean, and
the workers of this Continent hypnotised into the
mental state that will set them at shovelling
Ameriea into the Pacifie.

We have had our psyehosis of ‘‘Slavery here

below and Hope in the Future.”” Our psychosis '

of War is about over and the remains are rapidly
oozing away.

Ts it to be a psychosis of shovelling dirt? Or
is it to be a psvechosis of LIBERTY?

| — —
-

FINLAND AND RUSSIA

On Wednesday, by way of gratitude for ~the
Finnish ‘offensive against launched
by General Mannerheim last week, the British
Government ‘‘recognized’’ the independence of
Finland and the de facto Finnish “Government.
Meantime according to- Reuter, the Finnish Social-
ist’ are demanding the removal -of Mannerheim
on the grounds (1) that he was chosen by the old,
unrepresentative Diet; (2) that he is imperfeetly
acquainted with the Finnish language; (3) that
he authorized. the White Terror; and (4) that he
is in touch with the Russian reactionaries. It is
in faet, more than possible that General Manner-
and his po-
operation with General Judeniteh’s reaetionary
army, may provoke serious tmuM Finland.

Meantime, the advance on Pefrograd has been
checked at Olonetz.

Petrograd,

GERMANY

The following is from-the pen of - Mr, . George
Young formerly British Couneil at Arehangel.
He is now ecorrespondent for the London .Daily
News in Germany. ’

Whilst Consul in Archangel he bitterly denounced
the British occupation of that port and did his
best to expose the Allied intrigue against Soviet

Russia, openly espousing the cause of the Russian

workers republic against the sinister influences
seeking its downfall. On April 24, he wrote.
apropoes of Weimar the seat of the Seheidman—
Ebert Government. '

As the opening of the discussion shows. the
majority of the Congress will favor a combination

of Parliament and Couneils in whieh - the Jatter
shall have political power.

The best chance for Gorn;any now lies in the
establishment of such a combination on the basis
of praetical proposals from this. Congress. The
workman will not ‘work unless some real sociali-

sation is introduced, and that is only possible if

more steam be brought into the political machine
than the parliamentary system ean raise. Socialism
and reconstruection have been going back, not for-
ward. Last week the Socialisation Commission re-
signed, because Weimar would not give effeect to
its mildly soecialistic recomendations.- Yesterday

the - Finance Minister Sechiffer resigned, because *

his democratic ideas made as little progress. The
Couneils are as essential to Germany today as the
Commons were to us a eentury ago. Indeed, our
ingistence on the supremacy of the Weimar As-
sembly as a guarantee for the maintenance of
peace can be paralleled historically by our insis-
tence’ a century ago on the maintenanee of Upper
Houses in the eonstitutions of the States revolu-
tiowised from Franee. The funetion of the tefri-
torially elected Parliament will in Germany,.and
probably everywhere, become more and more
that of an Upper House, while the industrially
eleeted Congress will be the ‘cregtive and econ-
struetive institution. The whole difficulty “lies in
finding a working ecompromise, or, rather, co-
operation. Just as feudalism imposed its political
svstem, still surviving, in the House of Lords, as
Liberalism imposed its system in the House . of

.Commeons, which now, obviously, requires supple-

menting, so Soeialism  wmust® have its - politieal
svstem it the Councils. This is not revolution, but
evolution. . The revelution comes from thwarting
and threatening it.
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By The Socialist Party of Canada,

401 Pender Street East, Vancouver, B. C.

SATURDAY ... JUNE 7, 1919

The Function of the
- Socialist Party

T the Sunday evening propaganda meetings
of the Socialist Party of Canada it is eustomary
for the speaker of the evening to devote a part
of the time to answering questions submitted by
the audience. Any regular attendant at these
meetings cannot help but be familiar with a cer-
tain question which, in the matter of persistent re-
currence, threatens to rival the decimal with a dot
over it. Like Banquo’s ghost “‘it will not down.”’
The question referred to, while appearing under
different forms and diversities of camouflage, is,
in general import, something like this: ‘‘How do
the Socialists propose to overthrow the present
system, and what system will they set up in its
place?"’

This thing bears whiskers a yard long and they
are hoary with age. The time is long since when
it should have been laid to rest. It is a matter for
astonishment that a person ean be found with
sufficient intelligenee to. string words together to
form a sentence who will stand up in a publie
meeting and propound this aged joke. This ques-
tion suggests that the person propounding it en-
tertains the idea that the Soecialists have a nice
compact little ‘“‘system’’ all fixed up and ready
to run on the pressing of a button; and that, so
soon . as .they can persuade a sufficient number of
the ecredulous proletariat to assist and proteet
them in their sinister design, they intend to sneak
up on the present system under eover of darkness,
beat it over the head, drag it out, set up their
own ‘‘systéem” in its place, press the button—
and the thing is done.

‘It is a fact that at one time such weird idea as
his was held by a number of people who called
themselves Socialists. Tt is also a faet that at one
time large numbers of people believed that the
earth was flat. There are no doubt some small
children and imbeciles living in the present day
who hold to the idea that the moon is made of
green cheese. But that any person of mature age,
in full possession of his or her faculties and living
in this twentieth century, seventy-two years after
the formulation of ‘“The Materialistic Interpreta-
tion of History,”” can be 'so profoundly ignorant
of the nature and canses of social movements as
this question suggests, is indeed a sorrowful

..thought. However, so long as this question con-
tinties to erop up it must be squarely met and its
implications emphatically repudiated.

The Socialists do not propose to overthrow the
present system; neither have they any ready-made
systém to offer in its place. No matter what pecu-
liar ideas may have been held by those ecalling
themselves Socialists in the ““dear, dead days be-
yond reecall,” modern Socialism dating from the
works of Marx and Eiigels stands foursquare and
solid on the impregnable rock of scientifically aec-
quired knowledge, and it is no exaggeration to
state that every new discovery in the realms of
science but serves to strengthen the position as-
sumed by the Seientific Socialist.” And no person
having any claim to the title of Scientific Socialist
has ever preached such a doelrine as this ques-

.custances.

weereeeere C. Stephenson

tion . implies, nor anything remotely resembling it.
No one knows better than the Socialist that society
does not move at the behest of any individual or
group of individuals but in response and in accor-
dance with all the comtributing factors and cir-
Socialists do not pretend to initiate
social movements. None know better than they
the fatility of such endeavor. They do, however,
seek to understand them and to anticipate them.
In the light of their knowledge of the nature and
causes of social movements and their analysis of
present-day econditions, the Soecialists are enabled
to anticipate the social revolution in which society
will change its economical basis. They ean see it
coming. And they welecome it for they know that
by this change society will purge itself of those
objectionable features which arise out of the pres-
ent economie basis and are rapidly becoming in-
tolerable.

A question that here naturally suggests itself
might be worded somewhat like this: If, thenm,
social movements 'are beyond the control of indi-
viduals or groups of individuals, what useful pur-
pose is served by such organizations as the Socialist
Party?”’ In answering this question we must con-
sider the factors which determine a social move-
ment of the nature of that in which we are in-

terested 3roadly they will fall into two divi-

sions: the material factors or the economie eon-

ditions which environ society, and the intellectual
factors or society’s understanding of its eeonomic
hasis. The prineiple upon which the produetion
and distribution of the necessities of life is ecar-
ried on in any given society econstitutes that so-
ciety’s economie system. Such a system exists
for the specifie purpose of providing the neces-
sities of life for the members constituting that
society. As long as the great mass of society re-
mains convinced that the economic system under
which it exists is capable of meeting its ever in-
creasing requirements, so long will that system
continue. The requirements of society may in
many instances actually not<be met. There may
be starvation and destitution more or less wide-
spread and consequently strikes, food riots and
what is often lightly referred to as ‘‘industrial
unrest,’”’ but these latter will be nothing more than
efforts to foree the existing system to respond
more generously and thus constitute a tacit ad-
mission that the system is still held to be capable
of 'so responding.. So long as this opinion is held
by the great bulk of society there will be no con-
scious movement toward the abolition of the exist-
ing system. On the other hand, just so soon as
society is awakened to the realization that the
existing system is no longer capable of meeting
its requirements the doom of that system is sealed.
length of time during which such a system
will econtinue in existence after the first dawning
of the realization of its incapability will depend

almost entirel~ upon the speed with which this

realization permeates society.

Right here the funetion ot the Socialist Party
stands revealed. Its funetion is to awaken the
masses to a realization of the faet that the exist-
ing economie svstem is incapable of responding to
their needs. Tn a word, education.

It is frequently asked in a more or less depre-
catory spirit: ‘“Why confine yourselves to educa-
tion? Is there nothing.more the Socialist Party
can dot?”"™ 3

The answer is emphatically ‘“No! There is
nothing more the Socialist Party ean do.”” And.
moreover, there is nothing more that any working
class organization eau do. Over the material eon-
ditions the working class have practiecally no econ-
trol whatsoever and never will have so long as

‘they remain slaves. The intellectual factor is the

only one over which they have any influence and
even in that domain they have a hard, hard row
to hoe. :

It must be understood, however, that edueation
—which, in the language of the proletariat, means
class consciousness and what inevitably follows
upon class consciousness, namely, class solidaritv
—ecan be, and is being, accomplished in many dif-

P e 8 S AT U Ry

ferent ways. The Socialist Party has its particu-
lar methods, namely., propaganda meetings and
the distribution of literature. Labor unions, eraft
6r industrial,’ revolutionary or otherwise, econ-
seiously or unconseiously, are all eontributing their
quota insofar as they educate the masses to a rea-
lization of their position in human society. Strikes,
riots, industrial disputes, or inecipient revolutions
contribute nothing toward the downfall of ecapi-
talism exeept insomuch as they promote eclass-
consciousness and eclass solidarity. Understanding
this prineciple a class-conscious worker will approve
or disapprove of a strike or any form of industrial
action, so-called, according as he coneceives the
degree of class eonsciousness and solidarity which
such action will promote to be worth whatever
hardship may be involved.

Education is, in the final analysis, all that any
working-elass organization can consciously eon-
tribute toward the downfall of eapitalism. And
it is .all that is necessary. For education means
class econseciousness, class consciousness ecreates
class solidarity, elass solidarity breeds militaney
and it is out of these that the form and technique
of (revolution will take shape according to the
needs of the moment. As to just when ‘ that
moment will be no man can say more than that

C. K

it looms perilously near.

THE VANCOUVER TYPOS

The! Vancouver branch of the: typographical
union voted a majority of 71 to 55 in favor of going
out on symipathetic strike in support of the workeérs
of Winnipeg. However, it was decided by the local

to refuse to handle any strike news which, in their
opinion, misrepresented the facts. The printers are
on the inside of this business of making up “news”
and they revolted when more of the “stuff” was
handed in to them for composition. The refusal of
the publishers of the daily press to submit to this
constitutes an admission that “fakiring” is part of
their stock in trade.

We are informed that the first ecopy turned
down by them was the produect of the press cor-
respondent, G. C. Porter, the individual who was
responsible for the despatches sent out from
Thief River Falls, during the first week of the
strike, giving circumstantially worked-up details
of horrible conditions prevailing in Winnipeg.
This man bears one of the most unsavory reputa-
tions as to his treatment of labor troubles in his
reports. Ie is an old offender and is known from
coast to coast as notoriously unfair to labor and
a trouble-maker. Yet knowing him for what he
was, the press published his ridieulous “dope,”’
that the Winnipeg strike was the part of a de-
liberate plan to commence seizing the powers of
government in Canada, for the taking over the
industries and the establishment of the Proletarian
dictatorship. Winnipeg was already controlled by
a Soviet of the workers and we forget what hor-
rible fate had been meted out to the Mayor and
Counecil. Babies were dying for want of milk,
ete., ete., ete.

SOCIALIST PARTY
OF CANADA

PROPAGANDA MEETINGS
SUNDAY, JUNE 8

Atsp.m.m

Cotner Gore and Hastings
‘ J. Harrington
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Staternent By Santeri Nuorteva, Director
of Russian Bureau of Pub11c1ty

’

A perusal of the ‘‘Russian dispatches’’ in the
metropolitan newspapers of the Tast few days ir-
resistibly raises the question: Will the American
public once more permit itself to be fooled by de-
liberate lies about the JRussian- situation?

The world-wide" ‘press. campaign against Soviet
Russia has always been characterized by particu-
larly vicious lie drives on the part of reactionaries
every time that some possibility arises to bring
about " friendly relations between Soviet Russia
and the United States. It is natural that now
that the power of the Russian Soviet Government
is extending daily over Russian, territories, now
that the impossibility of defeating that govern-
ment is being admitted in all circle.;e, and now that
the establishment of relations between Soviet Rus-
sia and the rest of the world looms within sight,
the forces opposed to sueh an outcome are des-
perately carrying on a campaign -which outdoes
any previous accomplishment in perfidy and de-
liberate - lying. We have every day reports of
Kolehak’s ‘‘victories” inthe east. To make such
’ appear more real, we are told that
the Soviet Government itself admits defeats of its
troops. It should be remembered. however, that
at the time of the Prinkipo conference decision, we
had a similar ‘‘vietory” by Denikin, similarly
‘‘confirmed’’ . by ‘‘official admissions’’ from the
Soviet Government.  We were told that Denikin
had captured 30,000 prisoners and extended
power over hundreds of miles of territory. About
a month later the press admitted that the *‘vie-
tory'’ was a deliberate lie from beginning to end:
and that on the contrary the Denikin forces had

‘‘vietories’

his’

retired considerably, and that the Soviets never
had published an admission of ‘a Penikin vietory.

There is no doubt in our mind that the much-
heralded Kolchak ‘‘victories’’ of recent date also
will prove a fake within a very short time. Never-
theless, for: the time being, these fake ‘‘news’’
serve their purpose. They cause people, who have
already begun to acquiesce in the necessity of re-
cognizing the Soviet Government, to hesitate once
more to fool public opinion into postponement
of a definite decision on the Russian question.and
even to consider the possibility of reoognmng the
Kolchaks.

In line with despatches about Kolchak's ‘¢

"

vie-
tory.” we have, of course. new reports of ‘‘bol-
shevik atrocities.”’ “‘Eighteen hundred men,
women and children have been murdered in Ufa.”’
In sereaming headlines the newspapers announece
this new lie emanating from the Kolechak Govern-
ment, ‘whose forces have marked every step of
their rule with unprecedented murder and ecruel-
ties. Swallowing the fake dispatches of this kind,
the average reader will forget all the authentie
news about the treatment accorded men, women
and  children of the working class by Kolechak—
that blood-thirsty exponent of defeated monarchy,
vodka and the knout, in Russia, who now presents
himself as a champion of humanity.

We are sure that the American people from bit-
ter experience will be on their guard against the
shameless lie drive instituted in -order to defeat
at the eleventh hour the establishment of relations
between the Russian the United
States.

workers and

B.ELAKUN.

A eomnpondem who  knows
as follows:’

Bela Kun was a Hungaﬁn\ %cial Demoerat
captured by the Russians fairly early in the war.
After the Soviet revolution of 1917 he was free
and worked hard at propaganda among the Ger-
man, Austrian and Hungarian prisoners. A very
bitter anti-Prussian, he used all the influence he
had against the signing of the Brest peace. A
round, jolly fellow with a big mouth and laugh-
ing eyes, he was a regular attendant at the meet-
ings of the Central Executive Committee, and
made a close study of events in Russia ‘‘in order,”’
as he put it,‘‘not to make the same mistakes in
Hungary.’”” He is a person of great common-
sense and not at all a wild visionary or fanatie,
although long persuaded that the war ecould only
end in revolution. A man of absolute personal
courage, he arrested an armoured car manned by
mutine'em at the time of the Left Soeial Revolu-
tionary revolt in Moscow, and brought it to head-
quarters and its occupants to their senses by noth-
ing but bluff and the use of his tremenddus voice.
He roared at them and that was enough. Through-
out last summer he was eagerly working for the
Anstrian revolution, and the moment it came went
to Budapest to agitate for a social as opposed to
a merely political revolution. He took part in
serimmages with the police, was wounded, and
fmprisoned. He was called from prison to take
his place as Foreign Minister in Soviet Hungary.
I do not think he can be much over thirty. It will
be. interesting to observe What lessons he has
learned in watching as earnestly as he did the
daring and desperate experments of Russia.

Bela Kun writes

N

(From ‘‘Christian Science Monitor,"”’ May 28.)
Mass Meeting Asks Justice. :

mass meeting in Madison Square Garden,

o ‘‘demand justice for Soviet Russia.”” the

included the Rev. John Haynes Holmes,

Pinchot and Rabbi Judah L. Magnes, Fred-

Immigration at the Port of New York,
man.

At the same time it is announced that Lenine
and Trotzky, through their representative, L. C. A,
K. Martens, in this eity, will begin at once pub-
lication of a Bolshevist propaganda newspaper in
this eity.

Lifting of Blockade Demanded.

‘ihe Madison Square meeting demanded that the
‘‘economic blockade against the Russian people”’
be lifted, that Russia be allowed to determine her
own fate unhampered and ‘‘under institutions of
her own choosing,’”’ that American troops be with-
drawn from Russia, and that the American Gov-
ernment refuse to recognize any counter-revolu-
tions, or any governments representing the former
monarchistic elements.

Rabbi Magpes eriticized President Wilson and
the other framers of .the peace treaty as ‘‘child-
ren of a dying generation, men who did their best
in accordancé with the old ways, but who were
lacking in faith that the new world detually eould
come.”” The Rev. John Haynes Holmes said:
““For us the fate of bolshevism is not so im-
portant. Bolshevism may rise or it may fall, but
the revolution must go on.”’

The names of Wilson, Orlando, Lloyd George,
(Clemeneeau and Koltechak were jeered, while those
of Lenine and Trotzky were received with great
enthusiasm.

was chair-

-5

GROWTH OF SOCIALISM IN TURKEYSTAN.

The ‘“Investzia” (Bolshevik Organ) reports the
spread of Socialism in Mahommedan Turkestan,
hitherto a pawn of rival chauvinists contestants.
The Distriet Soviet of thé Mahommedan Trades
Unions in Tashkent  unites 200,000 Turkestan
workers, and the Soviet: Government has opened
a Mahommedan People’s University and twenty-

_four Turkish centers of learning. Soecialist papers

appear in the Turkish language, and out of 36
members of the Central Executive Committee of
the Soviet Republic there, eleven are Mahom-

" medans. Thue save »n exchange, the Red Flag

lights the way to peace eéven as hetween the age

erick C. Howe, United States Commissioner of langfeudomeentwde
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PRODUCTIVITY OF RUSSIAN LABOR.
HE International Relations Section ~ of the
May 17, New York ‘“Nafion,”’ eontains the
first annual ‘report of the Russian Soviet Govern-
ment’s first annual report on the State of Pro-
dietivity of Labor in that country since the pro-
letariat took control. Statistics' are furnished
covering the first four months of 1918, during
whieh time each month showed a progressive in-
erease over the proceeding month. Comparisons
are also made with the rate of production during
the ‘years, 1915, 1916 and- 1917, before the pro-
letariat took control.. The whole report shows
favorably for the efficiency of the new adminis-
tration of industry when the effect of the Allied
blockade and the eéonomic exhaustion of the

country -through the war is considered.

We append the concluding paragraph of
summary of the report:

““It is necessary to note the Psychological as
well as the economic significance for the workers
of the nationalization of industry. Froin the
moment-of the transfer of industry into the hands
of the Seviet Government,

the

the workers no longer
labor for the henefit of a capitalist, but for that
of the whole republie of m-nlot’nrimw and poor
If, until nationalization. the worker
could not have sufficient incentive to inerease the
intensity of labor, to manifest ef.-
ficieney, the moment of control
everything changes radically. Upon the woyrkers
depends the finding of raw materials and
fuel, the obtaining of orders, the delivery of pro-
ducts, the financing of produection,
ment of the workers.

peasants.

particular
from worker’s

now

and the pay-
The deep significance of
the October revolution, as prompted by the class-
feeling of the nationalization,

of the whole

workers, lies in

which is passing into socialization

industry.

FRENCH SOCIALIST PARTY

At its first National Congress held recently, the
party appointed a commission to elaborate its pro-
gram. - “The program deals at great length with
the dietatorship of the proletarian class and of de-
mocracy which it defines as equailty of rights and
duties between citizens.”
it says, “will only be fully realized
even from a political standpoint when social revo-
lution, achieving the wotk of the French revolution,

“Democracy,”

“shall have effaced the hereditary privileges of prop-

and the hereditary servituds of Labor. The
future alone will show in what manner this trans-
formation which is itself a revolution, should be
achieved; either by a-legal transmission of power
or. by the pressure of universal suffrage, or again
by a movement of organized Labor.

“The Socialist. Party,” continues the manifesto,
“does not confound revolution with violence. It
ardently hopes that the victorv may be accom-
plished quietly and by methodical organization.
But, in order to gain political power, Labor can re-
nounce no means of struggle, and the final form of
its revolution will depend upon circumstances, and
notably on-the nature of the resistance offered to its
effort for liberation.”

The program goes on to say that the party fully
realizes that the revolution can only hope to succeed
if it takes place when its “historical hour” has
struck. But it also utters the warning that it is
master neither of the form the revolution will take
not of the moment when it will be deelared.

“Whatever the form of the revolution, the tak-
ing over of public powers by Labor will very prob-

erty,

ably be followed by a period of dictatorship.”

-

Major Leonard Wood, reported to be in the
running for the next President of the U. 8 A,
in outlining measures, he advocated for the ecoun-
try, stated that “as a great Christian country we
should have some kind of military organization.”
We pay tribute to_the gallant general’s applica-
tion of the teachings of the ““Prince of Peace.”
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The Bondage to Capltal of the Wage Worker

tonditions now pre-
vailing in Canada should give food for
thought even though we go short of food for the
stomach or even by reason of it.

Many workers, who have hitherto only taken a
passing and cursory interest in social affairs will,
under stress of new circumstances, now give them
more attention. Therefore we seize the oppor-
tunity to touch on some fundamentals, a eon-
sideration of which are essential for a true ap-
preciation of the anarchic _econditions new pre-
vailing, not alone in Canada, but also in the world
at large.

Even to the most casual eye there is manifest
disharmony in the society of men and also that
we are drifting along a course to irremediable
disaster unless some ecommon ground is found
upon which men may establish themselves as a
basis for more harmonious conditions. The adop-
tion of this common ground is beecoming im-
perative, so some .onwlerahon must be given to
causes of the unmt

The present disturbed conditions are only a re-
plica, on a Jarger scale, more potent in their im-
plications for the future, of the disputes between
eapital and labor obtaining all through the
eapitalist epoch.

It is asserted that wage worker and employer
eome together as free men, to establish a contraet.
The apologists for the system and those to whom
the surface appearance of things satisfy, take
much eomfort from the free contract theory and
are loud in their protestations as to the fairness
and equity of the system. . They hold- that ecol-
lective bargaining is an interference with this
sacred principle of ‘‘freedom before the law.”

We have long ago plumbed: the shallow depths
of many fine aonndmg bonrgeois phrases, let us

The widely ramifying s
us all

see where the freedom is, “‘in faet,”’ when the
worker sells his energy to.the employer.
Compare these words of Karl Marx with your
experience as & wage worker. ““. . .. It is no
mere accident that‘oapitalist and laborer meet

each other in the market as buyer and seller. It
is the process {of production under the wages
system) which repeatedly hurls back the laborer
into the markét as a vendor of. his labor-power.
o In reality the laborer belongs to capital be-
fore he has sold himself to capital. His economie
bondage is both brought about and concealed by
the periodie sale of himself, by his change’ of
masters, and by the oscillations in the market
price of his labor-power.”” In another place he
says; ‘“The Roman slave was held by fetters, the
wage laborer is bound to his owner by invisible
threads. The appearance of independence is kept
up by the fietio juris of a contraect.”

“Fictio Juris,”” a juridical  fiction is your
‘““freedom before the law’’ when fronted with
hard ecohomie faets. Possessing only his power
to labor as a means of satisfying the needs of his
life, the wage worker is compelled to sell his
labsr-power to some one or other of the class who
own and control the means of production, and as
time goes on it becomes more and more impos-
sible to escape from the ranks of wage laborers.
The days of the small capitals of handieraft pro-
duetion are gone. This is the day of huge
capitals invested in large means of production
with ecapacity to flood the world’s market with
commodities cheaper than the small producer.
Thus economie development at this day has pro-
duced a permanent proletarian class struggling on
an overstocked compétitive labor market for em-
ployment. . _ _

Who ean deny the manifest anarehy eating at

the roots of outr social well being. Millions un-
employed, separated from'the means of existence
except on the precarious sufferance that paupers
endure. ‘And not all the irigenuity of statesmen
nor all the might of powerful governments are
equal to the task of linking up the idle laborers
with the idle means of proditetion in order to
remove-the problem. Our rulers await like veriest
gamblers for’trade to revive, they know not how,
or why, to bring ‘a mitigation of the evil. A
mitigation too is all that they desire, for a stand-
ing army of unemployed is an asset in keeping
down the wages of the human tools of pro-
duetion.

This is the capitalist system of production for
profit. Capital ean not exist without profit. It
spells_bankruptey either to the individual ecapi-
talist or to the capitalist nation to produce com-
modities when there is no market in which to dis-
pose of them. Hence the reason our statéesmen
do not solve the problem of unemployment; can-
not link up the idle laborers and the idle ma-
chinery of production. And the working ‘class
pay the penalty in poverty and misery as a result
of the exeessive competition of an overstosked
labor market. For the working class, there is no
escape from this fate while under the ecapitalist
system, because it is inherent in its very structure.

Therefore there can be no compromise with the
capitalist system by those workers who under-
stand.. They realize that it is the needs of capital
that is ngw served. So they work for the abolition
of eapitalism and hold that society as a whole
must own and econtrol its own means of pro-
duction, and produce for use, and so serve the
needs of men. In that bax‘is alone is there
economic freedom, the basic and only real free-
dom, for, when it is absent, all other so-called
freedoms are but as loeking shadows.

—

——
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WHAT WE wm.

London, Eng.)

(From the Socialist ‘“‘Standard.”’

A lot of make-believe capitalist sympathy has
the working class recently

of some of the

been slobbered over
as the result of the
horrors of working-class existence in the mining
distriets and in the East End of Londnn That
the eapitalists nmy make a genuine effort to im-
prove these conditions is .quite possible. The war
has shown them that they have a (3 nation of
workers, and the latest births and deaths returns
have revealed to them the unpleasant prospect
that unless they bestir themselves they will soon
.have no nation of workers at all on which to
found the military and commereial supremacy of
their Empire. But even if they do improve the
workers eonditions; if they stable them in palaces
and harness them in ‘““Workmen’s Charters:” if
Lord Leverem finds that he can exhaust his men
in six hours and does it, and Mr. Ford discovers
anew that high wages, as the Duteh say of paint,
cost nothing—what then?

Such things, realized far beyond the realms of
possibility, would leave us unmoved. We are out
. for:LIFE for the workers. The world is beautiful.
Life is glorious. Even work is joy if a. man may,
as Morris scid. ““rejoice in the work of his hand.”
Evolution has given us the possibility of produe-
ing by work, as_distinet from toil, wealth in sueh
fbundance that the amenities of civilization shall
be thie portion of all, without stint.

A place .in the sun, a dranght of the sweet air
of the meadow, the tranquility of the eoungry sun-
set, relieved of the shadow of dur slavery—are

they not worth fighting for? Are tho\wﬁ:u for

revelations

ever to he content with the mentality t eni
nile a singer to fame and fortune on such a
"Clmnp‘ign (‘\urlev!" .The earth sings a
bemr song after rain, but how many of us have
heard it! The World with all its beauty is for the.
Workers if they will but ta.‘ke i
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GREAT BRITAIN TRIPLE ALLIANCE DE.
MANDS WITHDRAWAL FROM RUSSIA

LONDON, May 27.—This promises to be a crit-
ieal and dangerous week in the relations between
the forces of organized labor and the government.

A great triple alliance of railway . men, coal
miners and transport workers—ineluding two million
and a half men—has prepared an ultimatum to
the government and has been defied by Bonar Lave
The union demand immediate lifting of the bloek-
ade against Germany, withdrawal from Russia,
release of all conscientious objectors mnow  in
prison, and the resecinding of the Compulsory
Military Service Bill. The demand is accom-
panied by a poorly-veiled threat to call a general
strike to enforee it. :

As leader of the House of Commons Bonar Law
has declared that the request could not be granted
and that ‘the government would use all the powers
of the state if an attempt was made to foreibly
challenge its' authority.. The executive committee
of the triple alliance is meeting today to consider
what steps are to he taken and a call for a gen-
eral strike ‘within the next few weeks is not im-
probable,

That -the goxernmem regards the situation as
unusually serious is shown by the faet that Sir
Robert Horne, minister of labor, has flown over
to Paris to diseuss it with Lioyd George.

The danger is more-real and immediate by the
action of the National Union of Police, covering
the whole of England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

A secret ballot, entirely without: the knowledge
of the government, has been taken, as.a result of
which the police all over the United Kingdom
will go on strike June 2, unless meanwhile the
govemmnt grants the demands of the’ police
union. - The police demand recognition of their
increases. in_ywages and._reinstatement of
certain niiaehnmd censtables.

Meanwhile the more radieal and even revolutnon-
ary elements continue their agitation. At a large

open-air meeting held Sunday afternoon in Tra-
falgar Square, in the heart of London, Tom
Mann and Sylvia Pankurst openly advoeated im-
medlate revolution.

I should be more excited about it all if 1T had
not seen several similar labor ecrises in the last
few months—some of them nruech more menaecing
in appearance than this—which were taken in
Hand at the last moment by the government and
settled without a strike being called. Sooner or
later, no doubt, the persuasive power of Lloyd
George will lose its potency. Perhaps that time
may now be here. In that case, almost anything
may hnppen\

BOLSHEVISM IN GERMANY GAINING.

W.»\SHINGTON. Distriet of Columbia—A re-
port on conditions in Germany, made by
British army officers, has been reeeived through
official channels here, and indiecates that bolshev-

Jsm is gaining rapidly, e

The report says in part:

“The faith of the working eclasses in the Ebert
Government is undermined. The bureaucratie and
educated elasses are powerless to avert the ruin

- and ecollapse of soeial order that stares them in

the face.

“If the present —government falls, the Tnde-
pendents (who have been negotiating with the
Left wing Majority S8cialists) will assume power.
The Independents have already undérmined the
influence of the government over the working
classes. The avowed aims of the party are the
immediate soeialization of all industrial concerns,
such as iron, steel, banking and insurance: dis-
solution of the loyalist army and volunteer corps
and disarming of fhe bourgeoisie. It may be takeg
as certain that this government would become
Bolshevist at.the first Spartacist rising.

“‘The bogey of bolshevism is undoubtedly being
used a8 an argument to- modify the peace terms:
but the danger is none the less real and imminent
because it is pervérted to this use.”
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Our Book Review

““THE PROFITS OF RELIGION
[By Upton Sineclair]

Now, I am net a book reviewer; ] am usually
<content to take the word of ““J. H.’" or some
other cdmpetent eritic as to what food my brain
should absorb. So with this warning*as to my
ability, I shall let the readers share with me some,
at least, of the impressions I derived from a de-
lightful hour or two spent in reading Upton Sin-
clair’s book with the afore-memtioned title. As &
former Methodist ‘‘bootstrap lifter,”’ as the author
pithily dubs the religionists, I am well aware of
the nature of the malady dealt with.

It is a disease of large extent, but one whiech is
being overcome by strong applications of soeial
science. An old gentleman, intent on my conver-
sion to Seventh Day Adventism (whatever that
is) gives me a sheet of propaganda oceasionally.
From one of these I cull the inférmation that
“‘“more copies of the Bible are sold annually than
of any other one hundred books combined.”’ Fur-
ther, ‘““Ten million bibles in English are distri-
buted every year.”” The ptesent yearly output is
double that of six years ago.”’

Now, leaving out the question of the accuracy
of the figures, or the motives® for people buying
the book, it is tundeniable that the slaves who
would gain their freedom in the sky instead of
striking a blow for it here, are legion. And
while undoubtedly, economie- faetors will event-
nally push the race to the point of daring greatly
and risking all; still a class that is ignorant of the
forees that make for good and evil; as their, posi-
tion may determine, can not be near so intelli-
gent an instrument of emanecipation as should be.
I do not believe in ‘‘God killing,’’ but I do insist
on the faets about religion being expounded the
same as any other buttress of eapitalism. Which

_brings me back to Comrade Sinelair. His little
‘book, written in-masterly style, brimful of deli-
<cious humor and satire, as of one who joys great-
ly doing battle with a hoary fraud; is one dealing
with the economie reasons behind each sect or cult
of Godites. And he spares none. From Mother
Chureh to the Holy Rollers, he unerringly, puts
the finger on the cause. He will scarcely be loved
for his efforts by the gentry he has pilloried. But
his book will be eagerly read by all who essay the
opening chapter. Let me guote -a little from the
portion on ‘‘horn blowing.’’

‘““And here is “The Churchman,’ organ of the
Episcopalians of New York, warning us, ‘With-
out doubt there is strong temptation today, bear-
ing upon clergy and laity alike to address their
religious energies too exclusively to those tasks
whereby human life may be made more abundant
and wholesome materially. . . We need constantly
10 be reminded that spiritual things come first.”’

Here are some of Sineclair’s recollections:

‘“There come before my mental eye the elegant
Iadies and gentlemen, for whom these comfortable
sayings were prepared: the vestrymen and pillars
of the Chureh, with black froek coats and black
kid gloves and shinny top hats; the ladies of good
society with their Easter costumes in pastel
shades; their gracious smiles and sweet intoxieat-
ing odors. I picture them as I have seen them at
-8t. George’s where that aged wild boar Pierpont
Morgan the elder, used to pass the collection plate;
at St. Thomas’, where you might see the ‘Four
Hundred’ on exhibition. At St. Mary, the Virgin’s,
where the choir paraded through the aisles swing-
ing costly incense to my childish nostrils, the stou

C. A, because they-realize that if their employees

are well-cared for, and religiously influenced, they
can be of greater service in business. &

Who let that material ecat out of the spiritual
bag? ? IA -

And from the devil doetor whom I Jjust saw in
Martin Johnson’s pictures. of his eruise among
cannibals, to the modern prototype pottrayed
above, does Sinelair strip naked the vulgar im-
posture? .

The Nation, a Liberal weekly, in reviewing this
book, likened the author to the ‘‘beamish’’ boy

*who slew the Jabberwock. But I think most
readers will say as did the cockney to Major
Jarbara ;—‘‘Wot prawee selvytion naki?’’ Faults
there, are to be sure; Upfon was a Social Patriot
through the war and the faet crops out ocecasional-
ly as we go.along. But all in all, it can not be
Beaten as a brilliant attempt to hold the search-
light of economic determinism on the scourge of
the ages. ' ¢

The book is cheap, it sells at 50¢ paper, $1
cloth, with disecount on larger antounts. Also 16
pages of it are issued .gs ‘n, pamphlet at very cheap
rates. Address the author; at Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, who now publishes his own ‘hooks.

Now, with this contribution in gratitude to the
author of the ‘Jungle.” which quickeéned my blood
years agone when revolution was a wicked thing
to me, but which is these days a most pote-m and
heady brew, with a world-wide ferment that miakes

“of life a joyous adventure, T will withdraw. May

theé book,K be read. enjoyed, passed aleng, till it
causes brains to question; light to enter, super-
stition to tremble; and the ‘Why’ of such in-
cidents .as the dismissal of Professor Ward, pro-
minent in the Methodist Chureh of Ameriea for
daring to eriticize the slanderous venom poured
on that bugbear of Capital, Bolshevism. :

Let there be light F.8 F

THE SOCIALIST STRENGTH IN FINLAND.

HE following -estimate of the Soecialist

strength in Finland at the time of the elee-

tions to the Finnish Diet appeared in the Social-
Demokraten (Christiania) of March 12.

The results of the elections for the Diet in Fin-
land are beyond expectation and well worth not-
ing. They show that, in spite of numerical loss,
our party has come out of the struggle stronger
than before.

In the elections of 1916 which gave the Soecial
Democrats an absolute plurality in the Diet and
led to the formation of the Osear Tokoi Ministry
—that which was turned out by the bourgeoisie
with the aid of Kerensky's Cossacks—the Social
Democrats had 375,306 votes and all the bourgeois
parties together 419470. This year the Social
Democrats have 48 per cent. of the votes then re-
ceived, or 179863 votes. But the buorgeois
parties have only 67.4 per cent. of the votes of
1916, or about 274,000 votes.

It would seem, at first glance, that the Social
Demoecrats have lost more than the others, but
it must be remembered that more than - 100,000
Social Democrats have been disfranchised be-
cause of their part in the eivil war, and thousands
of others are in exile, among them 10,000 in Russia

promised the return of its Peaple’s Houses, that
resolution was “‘sabotaged’’ by the communal
authorities, so that only a few had been returned
before the elections,
: Froql this it will be seen what a disadvantage
the party labored under during ‘the elections, but
it also shows plainly how strong socialism has
grown in the hearts and minds of the Finnish
people as a consequence of the bloody eivil war
and the ensuing white terror with ‘its cruelties.
The disposition of parties in the Diet will now
be such that the Soecial Democrats will have
cighty-one representatives, and the Agrarians,
who in various matters of prineiple as well as in
practical measures stand yith the Social Demo-
crats, will have thirty-five. The two together,
then, will have 116 out of a total of 200.

BREAKING UP HUNGARY

The Nation for May 3, contaifed an account from
Mr.'H. N. Brailsford, writing from Budapest i
April, of the organisation of agriculture, industry,
and life generally, as planned and in part carried
out by the Soviet Gofernment and aceepted by the
people of Hungary. 'He laid stress on the complete
absence of disgrder which marked the establish-
ment of the communist regime and described its
main outlines, showing the extraordinary good
sense with which," e.g., the agriculture provisions
were adapted to actual conditions.

_Hungarian Communism in every part gave full
weight to intelligenqe, and Mr. Brailsford’s ac-
count of the edueational arrangements which the
whole System of success would ultimately have
turhed, must have made educational . re-
f'll‘lllt‘l‘;\\lil{h with envy. For the first time in a
modern S‘t»a‘te. he concluded by saying, there thad
been made possible ‘“the only condition wunder
which freedom is eonceivable, whether for the will
or for the intelleet. . Hungary builds pon ruins,
but the authors of the destruction were the makers .
of the war. To chaos and despair a living idea has
brought the stimalus of ereative hope.”’

To crush this living idea the " Allies launched
Czecho-Slovaks and Roumanian armies. ~Bela Kun
as ‘head of the Soviet Government issued  last
week an offer of peace in most reasonable and eon-
ciliatory terms, but the Times correspondent, “wir-
ing from Vienna on May 2, said: . N

It is not anticipated in responsible Allied guars
ters here that any attention will be paid to Bela
Kun’s offer of peace, and hope is universally en-
tertained that the successful advance of the En-
tente troops will terminate only at Budapest itself.

On May 1 the Roumanian-Entente troops were
within two days’ march of Budapest. On May 3,
aceording to a Reuter message from Berlin, the
French mission presented to the Soviet Govern-
ment’s negotiator the following conditions:

every

(1) The Hungarian Soviet Government must im-
mediately eapitulate ;

(2) All arms, munitions, ete.,
rendered ;

(3) Budapest will be oeeupied by Entente troops

(4) The Soviet Government will be deposed and
replaced by a democratic regime.

The request for an amnesty was refused.

The whole of this message has since been de-
nied in a subsequent Reuter message from Vienna.

The news since has been conflicting, and it is

must be sur-

still uncertain whether Hungary will be Rouman-

ized or Roumania bolshevised.

HUNGER STRIKES IN INDIA TO SECURE

-BOMBAY, May 10.—The Satyagraha, religious
movement, 'are urging upon members of the sect .
that they try a hunger strike, called a ‘‘process
of purifieation and penance,” to secure reforms.
“A redress of grievances by self suffering,” it

is termed. The ‘‘hunger strike’’ day is to be -

deprived of all its meeting * spent in prayer, according to Gandhi, leader of

had

he Satyagraphs.
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bischai'ged Soldiers and Sailors in Congress

(Ffém the ‘‘Soecialist,”’ Glasgow, April 24.)

We have reeeived the following. resolution from
a correspondent iu Glasgow, which, being passed
in question, speaks for itself.

- Editor.

at the Conference

RESOLUTION.

The Federation of Discharged Sailors and
Soldiers in Congress assembled at Glasgow on
April 12, 1919, hereby enters its protest against
the organized attempt by the scullions of un-
serupulous vested interests in and out of Parlia-
ment to establish in Britain that very system of
militarism, bureaucracy and absolutism, which, in
entering the war, we sought to crush. It would
seem that instead of killing Prussianism in Eu-
rope, and making the ‘‘world safe for demo-
eracy,”” we have sacrificed ourselves merely to
uproot the evil system in the Central Empires and
plant it in our own country.

Solemn pledges made by responsible Govern-
ment officials and given wide publicity in the
another, been treated as

the true Prussian
this, we point, out

Press have, one after
‘“mere scraps of paper,”’ in
fashion. As an example of
that ;

The Army Counecil 1914 that:

present conditions

promised in

‘““Any man enlisting under

will be discharged (note: ‘discharged,” not de-

mobilized) with all possible speed the minute

the war is over, whether this lasts three ‘weeks

or three years. Should the war last over three

years, their continuancée of service will be op-

tional.”’ o

We find that an attempt is being made by the
dritish Huns to start another war, this time
against the people of Russia, making use of Con-
seription to get the men théy could not get volun-
tarily. We find that the lives of many British
soldiers have already been lost in the fighting in
Russia, against whom we have never declared
war; and we wish it to be understood that we hold
the British authorities—not the Russian—respon-
sible for the deaths of every one of these men.

We find that the promoters of (the old German
system in this country, in order to further their
vile scheme, propose to pervert our children in
our publie schools by making militarist instruetion
compulsory, under the guise of ‘‘physical train-
ing.”

Therefore, be it resolved that we, the Federation
of Discharged Sailors and Soldiers in Congress
assembled, this 12th day of April, 1919, do hereby

_pledge ourselves to do whatever lies in our power,

by means of publicity, to abolish Conséription,
prevent the war in Russia, and give the ‘‘kmnock-
out’’ to the Huns at home.

The Derby Scheme provided for: ‘‘Service for
the duration of the war, at the end of which
you will be discharged (note: _‘discharged’
again) with all convenient speed.’’

Under the Military Serviee Aet, 1916, all men
were ‘‘deemed to have ~been . enlisted . . . for
General Servite with- the Colors, or in the Re-
serve, for the period of the war.’”*

These pledges and contfacts have been ruth-
lessly broken, as have most of the pledges given
by the Government since the beginning of the
War. A

We find Conscription—the bedrock of mili-
tarism—being foisted upon the nation in lieu of
the freedom we fought for. We find that great
finanéial coneessions are granted to commereial
interests, whose active partiecipation in the war
took the form of plain profiteering; while, on the
other hand, those who fought and suffered and
whose lives have been blighted, are treated like
eriminal paupers, and require to fight a system
of cireamlocution and Prussian-like bureaucracy
in order to get sufficient doles

pence to keep them from starving., and being

* thrown on the streets by the owners of tenement

r

misnamed houses.”’

L » - L ]
-

There are other. countries where the above
applies.

“dug-outs,’

—

==

Socialist Parties in England

HERE are a number of Socialist parties in
England.

At the front of the Left there' is the British
-Soeialist Party. It is Marxian in theory and its
sympathies are with the Russian Revolution and
Bolshevism.

The party’s leaders (Newbold, Fairchild, Sylvia
Pankhurst) follow with great interest the march
of the proletarian revolution in Russia. They are
particularly interested in our organization of
worker’s control of industry and the structure of
our Soviet Government of Workmen’s Deputies.
Its leaders proudly call themselves Bolsheviki.
The British Socialist Party has expressed its
solidarity with the Russian Revolution in one
way, by publishing a Manifesto protesting bitterly
against the sending of English troops to erush the
Revolution.

Alongside of the British Socialist Party there
exists in Seotland another party revolutionary in
its nature—the Socialist Labor Party. Theo,
retically, this party strives to combine Marxism
with the teachings of the American Socialist,
Daniel De Leon, teachings as yet slightly known
in our -own country. Newbeld, in the memoran-
dum he gave me for Lenin (as the coming leader
of the revolutionary labor movement of the
world) characterizes the Socialist Labor Party in
these words: *‘‘These are the most enthusiastie
Bolsheviki. In my opinion they are the real. Bol-
sheviki of England. The S. L. P. is very consigtent
and carries on a wide propaganda; it has a large
guantity of literature. The members of the S. L.
P. propagate as much as possible the ideas of
Bolshevism, published the secret documents, de-
fend the Bolsheviki from attacks, and ecall them-
selves the party of the British Bolshe¥iki. - They
are our Leninites.”” It must be taken into con-
gideration, in evaluating this deseription, that the
writer—Newbold—is not a member of the S.L.P.

Away from us stands the most influential  Eng-

lish Socialist Party, the so-called Independent

Labor Party. Those of its leaders whom I met

(Snowden, Bruce Glasier, MacDonald, Brailsford
and others) are not at all revolutionary. They deo
not . believe that there will be a revolution in

Englandi after the war. On the contrary, they
believe that after the war there will be a reaction

in England. They expect a still more reactionary

By N. Mescheriakov.
(From the Mosecow ‘‘Pravda’’)

wave in France. However, the ideas of this
party have always been opportunistic. Neverthe-
less, even these leaders show sympathy for the
Russian Revolution, and are greatly interested in
it. They have also protested against sending
English troops to fight the Russian Revolution.

But the rank and file of the Independent Labor
Party is much more sympathic toward the Rus-
sian Revolution. In his memorandum, Newbold,
who as an agitator has traversed England from
one end to the other, is thoroughly acquainted
with the English labor movement, characterizes
the I. L. P.: ‘““Their rank and file, insofar as they
understand our movement, approve of it; they are
proud of the name Bolshevik and -without hesita-
tion will follow  your example at the proper
moment.”’

Unfortunately, all these Socialist parties are
numerieally weak. .The British Socialist
Party has 10000 menbers and the Indepéndent
Labor Party 45,000. The majority of the English
workers are not affiliated with the Soecialist parties,
but are in the trade unions which form the so-
called Labor Party, semi-aristoeratic in its pro-
gram and extremely moderate in its taectics. In
that party the notorious soecial-patriot, Arthur
Hfenderson, wields great power. At the beginning
of the war the Labor Party concluded a “‘eivil
peace’”’ with the bourgeois parties.

But the mass of the English workers are slowly
and gradually being revolutionized. Their sym-
pathy for the Russian Revolution grows steadily.
Following our eéxamplé, the English workers tried
to form Workmen’s Couneils. ‘But the English
workers do not yet elearly unde¥stand that Coun-
cils—as organs of the revolutionary struggle and
proletarian diétatorship—ean work  suecessfully
only in the atmosphere of a preletarian revolu-
tion. Aeccordingly, nothing so far has been ac-
complished by these Councils in England.

“The old leaders—adherents of coalition with
the bourgeoisie—pnd the old unions are gradually
beginning to lose their influence over the labor-
ing masses. More and more often the workers
violate the “eivil peace’” by ecalling strikes in
spite of the adviee of the old leaders \nd the

very

prohibitive orders of the old unions. The Work-
men’s Councils are in control of these strikes.
The revolutionary spirit among the ~English
workers is gradually inereasing, though the pro-
cess may be slow. The food ecrisis and the diss
location of industry must assime more acute

forms in order to proveke & revelutionary out:

burst in England.

Even among the petty bourgeois radicals in
England there is noticeable a sympathetic ' atti-
tude toward the¢ Russian Revolution. The most
enthusiastic among them is King, the famous
member of parliament. The radical papers, the
Manehester ‘‘Guardian’’ and the London *‘Daily
News’' give the best information concerning Rus-
These two papers also resolutely protest
against intervention in Russia and. interference
with the Russian Revolution. :

sia.

The English Labor movement is at the eross-
New and younger leaders are coming up
out of the depths of the working masses, taking
the places of the old leaders, the opportunists and
social-patriots who are losing their influence. New-
bold says in his memorandum: ‘‘A number of
riots "have oecurred in the coal regions; to the
surface have ecome a considerable number of fine
young comrades, but they are not yet able to oust
the old leaders in the centres of trades unionism
in Britain.”’

The inevitable disruption for which war is re-
sponsible and the industrial erisis which will
come out of this disruption will accelerate the
process of ecreating a new revolutionary labor

movement in England.

roads.

PROFEESOR FIRED FOR FAVORING LENIN

Houston, Texas, May 25.—Dr. Lyford P. Ed-
wards, professor of sociology, was dismissed by
the faculty of the Rice Institute beeause, it is al-
leged, he declared during an address at the First
Congregational Chureh, on May 11, that, “fifty

years henee Nicola Lenin, (Bolshevist Premier,)

will rank in history with George Washington.”
Aecording to membefrs of the faculty,

later told théin that the Soviet form of Govern-

ment in Russia would suceeed and that he thought

it twas a good form." ‘
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