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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Veneris, 20, die Februarii, 1857.

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Mr. Adderley.
Mr. Bell.
Mr. Blackbuim.
Mr. Edward Ellice.
Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.
Mr. Gladstone.
Mr. Gordon.
Mr. Grogan.
Mr. Gurney.

Mr. Percy Heroert.
Mr. Kinnaird.
Mr. Labouchere.
Mr. Lowe.
Sir John Pakingtoi.
Mr. Ro.ebuck.
Lord John Russell.
Viscount Sandon.
Lord Stanley.

THE RIGHT HoN. HENRY LABOUCHERE, IN THE CHAIR.

John .Ross, Esq., called in; and Examined.

1. Caairnan.] I BELIEVE you are a Member of the Canadian Parlianent?
-Yes.

2. How long have you belonged to that body ?-Since 1848.
3. You were also, I think, a member of the Canadian Government for several

years ?-From 1851 until 1856.
4. What situations did you hold ? - I was first Solicitor-general, subsequently

Attorney-general, and afterwards Speaker of the Legislative Council.
5. You are aware of the objects for which this Coiumittee has been ap-

pointed ?-Yes.
6. Has your attention ever been directed to the question of the affairs of the

H-udson's Bay Company, in so far as they affect the interests of Canada ?.-Yes,
I have thought very much upon the subject for several years. I do not profess
to be intimately acquainted with the.affairs of the Hudson's Bay Company, but
upon that branch of the subject with reference to how far it may affect Canada,
I have thought a great deal.

7. You have never yourself, I believe, been in the territory of the Hudson's
Bay Company ?-Only upon the borders of their territories. I have never been
further westward than Lake Superior.

8. I think you are connected with a railway in Canada ?-Yes ; I arn at the
head of the trunk railway of Canada.

9. You' have probably often considered the subject with reference to the
importance of extending communications in British North Ainetica ?-i have
thought very much of it.

i o. Will you have the kindness to state to the Committee any views which you
may have been led to entertain upon this subject?-The first subject, as it appears
to me, which has been very much discussed (at all events it is now being dis-
cussed in Canada), is the occupation of that part of the North American Continent
now under the control of the Hudson's Bay Company. Itis very much discussed
whether it is desirable that their privileges and control there should entirely
cease. I have considered that subject very much, and the opinion that I express
to the Committee of course I only give for what it is worth, and as ray own
opinion. I believe that when the subject is well discussed and presented to the
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Canadian public, it will then be considered somewhat in the light in which I
view it. It is complained that the Hudson's Bay Company occupy that territory
and prevent the extension of settlement and civilisation in that part of the
continent of America. I do not think thev ought to be permitted to do that,
but 1 think it would be a very great calamity if their control and power in
that part of America were entirely to cease. My reason for forming that opinion
is this: During all the time that I have been able tg observe their proceedings
there; there has been peace within the whole territory. The operations of the
Company seem to have been carried on at all events in such away as to prevent
the Indian tribes within their borders from molesting the Canadian frontier;
while, on the other hand, those who have turned their attention to that quarter
of the world maust have seen that from Oregon to Florida, for these last 30
years or more, there has been a constant Indian war going on between the
natives of the American territory on the one side and the Indian tribes on the
other. Now, I fear very much, that if the occupation of the Hudsons Bay
Company, in what is called the Hudson's Bay Territory, were to cease, our
fate in Canada might be just as it is with the Americans in the border settle-
ments of their territory.

j i. How do you propose to reconcile the two purposes which you think
ought to be aimed at, namely, the power of allowing the spread of settleinent
in such territory as is adaptedfor settlement, and yet maintaining the authority
of the Hudson's Bay Company in any portion of their present dominions 1-
think the most desirable course, and the nost convenient one, would be this:
So fast as the Canadian Government might wish to open up any part of the
country for settlement, which they might upon exploration find it would be
advantageous to open; say that they desired to open ten, twenry, or fifty town-
ships of land, I think "the convenient course would be to give notice to the
ludson's Bay Company that in a certain space of time, say in one year, or two

years, whatever period of time might be considered best and most fair, they
intended to make a survey of the sgpace of country wbich they thought that they
coula conveniently occupy for settlement, and the Hudson's Bay Conpany
should be required to surrender that territory within the period of tinie indi-
cated. If they arranged to have what is called a post within the precincts of
the territory, I think a reservation ought in fairness to be made for thei to
settle their people upon the land so to be surrendered.

12. Do you apprehend that there is any considerable extent of country near
the Canadian frontier which would be adapted for settlement ahd the habitation
of civilised men ?-As I have already stated to the Connittee, I have never
been within the territory myself; I have never been further westward than Lake
Superior, and all that I know of it is from what I have read and from conver-
sations with some who have been born in the territory, and have gone up there
and gone across the continent several times, and from others who have travelled
over it once. I believe that at the west of Lake Superior, and fromn that to
the Red River, there are parts of the country that might be very well settled.
I faney that an impression prevails that the whole of it is good country. .The

information which I have received leads me to believe that the greater part of
the country is not good; that is, that it is broken and intersected by swamps
to a very great extent. The country round the Red River is said to be very
good producing land indeed; it is chiefiy prairie land ; I mean in the valleyo,ôf
the Red River; and there is great difficulty in obtaining wood, as I am mn-
formed; and I am told that there is no coal on the Red River.

13. Do you think there would be any difficulty in establishing iegular comn-
mnunications between the Red River settlement and the present province of
Canada, if any such arrangement as you have described could be effected ?-If
any project were mooted and were set afloat for carrying a railway across the
continent, I believe it is conceded that that portion of the continent of North
Arnerica over which the Queen's Government extends is the raost feasible route
that can be adopted. I believe that is conceded by all the American gentle-
muen who have investigated the subject, and I think it is so accepted now.

14. You have heard that opinion generally expressed ?-I bave heard that
opinion expressed by leading and infiaential Anericans who have investigated
the subject; I believe it is Mr. Whitney's opinion; at least it is the
impression that that is his opinion.

i 5. What is about the distance froin the Red River Settlement to the ex-
treme
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treme portion of the occupied part of Canada at the present Moment to the J. >aos; Elq.
west ?-I should think about 1,600 miles; but I may be wrong.

16. Have these questions only recently occupied publie attention in Canada, 20 February, 1857.
or have they been discussed for some time there ?-1 think it vas during the
very last sumnimer that the discussion first commenced upon the subject. The
question of the opening up of the territory has often for years been incident..
ally mooted, but a regular discussion of the question bas never arisen until
the coutse of the last summer, that I am aware of.

i 7. Do vou think that if some arrangement could be made, such as that
which you have described, by which the Red River Settlenent, for instance,
was taken out of the control of the, Hudson's Bay Coinpany, it could be con-
veniently governed and administered from Canada, or that it would be neces-
sary to have somne forin of local government ?-I do not think that, at present,
it could be conveniently governed or administered by the Canadian Goveýrn-
ment. There should either be a railway constructed from. the west end of
Lake Superior to the Red River Settlement, or a good broad open road cut
out and made; and land, such as might be fit for cultivation, laid off on cach
side of it for settlers to occupy, and as the occupation took place, and settlers
went in, it could be extended; and in that way the Red River Settlement
could be connected with our present lines of communication.

18. With regard to the country more to the north and north-east, do you
imagine that there is any extent of country now belonging to the Hudson's
Bay Company on the frontier of Canada, which it isjrobable would be occu-
pied for settlement within a few years ?--I think not ; I do not think that in
that direction there is any territory which could be occupied, or that it is pro-
bable wil be occupied. I know that the ludson's Bay Company held within
the Canadian boundary a section of country which was called the King's Posts.
They lay up towards the Labrador border, along the gulf of the St. Lawrence,
from below the Saguaney River. They surrendered those posts to the Cana-
dian Government, and during the time that I was acting as Attorney-general
in Canada they were re-leased to the Hudson's Bay Corpany. It is not a
country which can be occupied with any advantage, because I believe that the
natives, and the people who are there connected with the fHucson's Bay posts,
if the ludson's Bay Company were not there to assist thena during severe
winters, would very often starve.

19. Mr. Roebuck.] Do you know anything about the territory round the
Saguaney River ?-l- have been along the whole of the Saguaney River.

20. Is not all the land at the Saguaney River very fertile ?-No; I do not
consider it is.
. 21. Do you remember M. Lettellier being there ?-Yes, I know bir» very

well.
22. It was his opinion, I believe, that it was a very fertile territory ?--1 may

state for the infornation of the Committee what 1 know to be the fact. I
have first of all been along the whole of the Saguaney River, during weather
when I had an opportunity of observing the shores on both sides. I have been
at the leading milling establishments on the river. It very often happens that
when grain is sown there in the spring of the year, it does not ripen in the
fall. That bas very often happened durirg these last few years ; almost every
two years. The inhabitants living along the Saguaney River have suffered fromn
that cause; and Dr. Lettellier bas himself been at the head of deputations
making applications for assistance from the Gvernment to keep the people from
starving. I believe that there are now quite as many people along the banks
of the Saguaney River as can be maintained. I am aware that the opinion
which I am expressing here may, perbaps, hurt the feelings of some of the
gentlemen who live in that part of the country, who would desire to have a
large settlement near them ; but I must say, that I do not think it would be
advantageous to the settlers, or for any othe- purp6se, that au increase in the
number of inhabitants should take place there.

23. Chairman.] lIas any inconvenience ever arišen froI thê circumstance of
the limits of Canada not being actually defined ?-No"; I think not. . It is desir-
able that they should b e; but up to this moment, l do not know that there has
been any inconvenience from that cause.

24. In point of fact, are they ascertained and defined very accurately to your
mind P-They are not so accurately defined to ny mind as is desirable. I have
never been able to discover the distinct boundaries.

o.25. A 2 25. Does
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J. Rau. sq. 2.5. Does that observation apply only to the country to the west, or does it
apply to the whole circuit of the boundary of Canada ?-It applies more to the

ao February 1857 . country to the west.
26. The water-shed Une is the recognised boundary to the north and north-

eakst, is it not ? - That is taken to be the boundary. There is very often a dis-
pute as to where that is.

27. Mr. Kinnaird.]-Are you not apprehensive that in that part of the ter-
ritory which comes in contact with the United States, there will be settiements
made by the Americans, and that there will be difficulty hereafter, unless the
boundary is defined?-The Amuericans are extending their settlements very
rapidly towards the Red River, and it is very important that that boundary
should be distinctly marked, and as soon as possible. That is my opinion with
regard to that point.

-28. Are any of them already, do you think, coming-over and settling on our
territoryr ?-it is stated that numbers have crossed the boundary; of course
that can only be ascertained by drawing the line.

29. Lord Stanley.] At present the Red River Settlement is not open to traffie
in any direction, except that traflic wyhich cornes by canoes ?-it is not.

30. Is there, in your judgment, tny probability of a line of communication
fit for traffic being established between the American settlements and the Red
River ?-I think it is tending to it very rapidly.

31. Do you know what the distance is from the nearest inhabited point
within the United States ?-i should think it was from 800 to 1,000 iniles.

32. MJr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] Do not the Red River half-breeds continually
come down from the Red River Settlement to St. Paul's?-Certainly they do.

33. 1 think every summer they cone down ?-They do; but they have to
cross a very large extent of territory bn horseback to do so.

34 Do they not corne down in their carts ?-Yes, so l have been told; but
a gentleman vwith whom I ara very well acquainted, whomrecently erossed the
country fron St. Paul's to the Red River, and who was born there, informed
tne, I think, that it took him 16 days to cross fron the last settlement to the
north of St. Paul's, to the first seulement as he approached the Red River.

35. Mr. Edward Ellice.j 1You have never been there yourself, have you?
--No.

36. Chairmwan.] If à mana wanted to go from this country to the Red River,
what route would he take as the easiest ?-By'St. Paul's.

37. Lord Stanley.] Through the United States ?-Yes.
38. Mr. Roebuck.] But if your schreme of a railroad were carried into effett,

he would go by that, would ie not ? -Most unquestionably ; I should be very
glad to see a railway made,

39. Mr. Edward Ellice.] In what direction do you propose to run that rail-
way fromu Canada to the Red River ; you alluded to the railways contemplated
by Mr. Whitney and others ; do you know that that scheme of railways is in
connexion with the Minesota scheme of railways runiing up from St. Pau's ?
-I do; the railway that I should desire to see carried out would be one. to
connect with our own schemne of railways in Canada.

40. Are you at all aware of the practicability of a railway> except'at a most
enormous expense, from the head of Lake Superior, froma the Canada frontier,
to the Red River ?- During the last 18 nionths an exploration has taken plae
along the north shores of Lake 8hurun and a part of Lake Superior, and inland
fron the borders of both lakes along the valley running westerly, and the report
of the gentlemen who were instructed to make the survey represented the land
to Le very good, bearing very fine tituber, and to be well fitted for settlement;
so that if we accomplished a connexion between the Canadian system of rail-
wavs and the Red River country, it would be through the valley to the north
of Lake Shurun and Lake Superior until we got round Lake Superior.

41. The country of whicl I an speaking lies to the west of what I under-
stand to be the Canadian boundary. taidng the water-shed as the boundary ;
it iuns about 500 or 600 miles from the extremp west end of Lake Superior,
from the extrene west boundary of Canada to tl Ô Red River ; I suppose your
attention has not been directed to that country?---The extension of a railway,
over that country is just that of which I have/been speaking ; you would only
hatveto.iake a curve if you could find a valley and get out of it at the wests
end cf Lake Superior upon this country which I have been mentioning.

42. Your
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42. Your surveyors have not been through that country ?-No. J. Ross, Egq.
43. Mr. Roebuck] Where does your railway end?-It is now very nearly carried

to Lake Huron; there is another railway connecting with it which also runs to 2o February 1857.
Lake Huron, but it runs north from Toronto to Notowsorga B3ay.

44. I suppose you require Acts of the colonial Parliainent to enable you to
make those railroads ?-We do.

45. How far have you got Acts of the colonial Parlianient enabling you to
do so ?-We have an Act of the colonial Parliarnent authorising the construc-
tion of a branch from a town called Bellevue, near the head of the B3ay of
Quinty, and an arni of Lake Ontario, northerly to a river emptying itself into
Lake Huto ; that is the furthest point to which the branch goes ; by extending
that line y u coufd get into the valley to the north of Lake IHuron, of which I
have been eaking, and over which an extension to the Red River might be
made.

46. You contemplate the extension of that railway to the north of Lake Huron
and to the north of Lake Superior ?-Yes, when we can get settlements and
get it carried out.

47. The extension of the railway, I suppose, is dependent upon the settle-
ment of the country ?-Very much, I think.

48. Do you believe that a country can be settled which is retained for hunting
ground ?-I do not.

49. Then the hunting ground is incompatible with the settlernent of the
country ?-That is my own impression, inerely speaking from iny own notion
of the matter, without being a practical hunter ; we find, as a matter of fact,
that the wild animals recede from the settlements.

5o. Then the exclusive power of the Hudson's Bay Cormpany over the country,
as a fur-hunting company, is opposed to colonization ?-I think if the ludson's
Bay Company asserted their power over any part of the country that is fit for
cultivation, it would be an obstacle if they resisted the settlement of it.

,. In fact then, the contemplated extension of the railway by you is incon-
patible with retaining the power now possessed by the Hudson's l3ay Company?
-It would be so raost certainly, if they resisted the giving up of any of the
territory fit for the purposes of settlement.

52. That is to say, that so long as they retain their power over the country
which can be settled, it will not be settled ?-I do not say that, because I do
not know what tliey are willing to do ; I have had no conference with thema, and
I am not able to say whether they are willing ta give up the country which is
fit for settlement.

53. But it is to be supposed that a fur company promote the interests of a
fur company ?-It would be reasonable to suppose so.

54. Then those interests which are conteinplated by the extension of the
railway are opposed to the interests of that Company ?-As I teil yourthat inust
depend entirely upon whether they would resist our carrying a railway through
their country; they 'night give up their rights there ; it may be that there are
not bears there now, or that they might think it more advantageous to have
settlements whieh would afford them supppes, where they could get corn, grain,
beef and pork more cheaply than they could bring them fromn abroad ; I do nnt.
know what their views are, for I have not conversed with' any of the meinbers
of the Company upon the subject.

55. Have you ever contemplated a scheme of colonization by the Canadian
Goveruinent like to that which is now pursued by the American Government ?-
I have never contemplated it in any other way than I indicated, I think in ay
second or third answer ta ir. Labouchere; which is, that so fast a any part
of the country adjacent to the settled parts of Canada is required fôr purposes
of settlement, I think we ought to have the power of settling it, and I thinik
that the Hudson's Bay Company ought to be required ta give it to us.

.56. I suppose you are perfectly familiar vith the system of colonization on
the part of the United States under the Ordinance of 1783,?-Jes, I think I
know the Whole of the system as it-is pursued.

57. Have you ever contemplated the propriety of giying thiat power to the
colonial Goverument to make territories after the fashion of the American
Governmnent i-It was at one time spoken of in Canada, and it was considered
that there would be very great difficulties connected with it; I way mention a
fact which probably will be within, your recollection ; I think its waR in thi y tar

0.25. A 3 , 4 9.
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J. Ross, Esq, 1849. The Canadirn Government granted licences to certain companies for
-nining purposes on Lake Superior; one company, I think it was called the

20 Februamy 1857. Quebec Company, took possession of an island, Michipicoton Island in Lake
Superior, and established works there. Certain Indians, the Garden River
Indians, known as the Garden River Tribe, and certain half-breeds, asserted
that they had a right over those lands for which a licence had been granted,
and they went by force and took possession of the Island of Michipicoton and
of the works of the mining company. The Canadian Government of course
arrested the parties, and so far as the Indians were concerned, upon the
expression of their contrition for doing wrong, they were forgiven, and in the
end a compensation was given to them to surrender their rights ; but' that cost
the Canadian Government so much money, that I think whatever they might
have considered as regards colonization, they have felt very much alarmed at
the idea of getting into contact with Indians since.

58. Then I understand your objection tp be, that money should be paid by
the Canadian Government. If it, were paid by the Imperial Government
I suppose yon would sec no objection to that compensation being made ?-The
question of.compensation as regards the Imperial Government I have not raised
at all. Ithinleif the Canadian Government required for purposes of settlement
any portion of the territory which is not now within their borders, such com-
pensation as might be considered fair they might fairly be called upon to pay.

59. You did not perceive the force of my first question. When they acquired
land beyond their borders, I propounded to you the inquiry whether you
thought it better that the acquired -territory should be made a territory, or
aggregated to Canada ?-I do not tbink that under the system of government
which exists in Canada now, such a course of acquiring new territory, and
governing it by means. of territorial government, would be convenient or
conducive to-the Interests of Canada. I think they had better take what land
they may require for purposes of actual settlement, say to the extent of 10, 20,
30, or 50 townships of land, and so fast as they want more, obtain it in the
way 1 bave suggested, by notice to the Hudson's Bay Company, than that they
should get a large extent of country with tribes of Indians, perhaps, oceupying
it; and perhaps a border difficulty, or war to deal with; I think that would not
be advisable.

6o. Would not the difficulty arise just as much whether you acquired
20 settlements or townships or 30 ?--It might in that proportion, of 20 and 30 ;
but if notice were giveif to the Hudson's Bay Company that withirr 12 months
or two years the Canadian Government desired to occupy such 'part of the
eountry as might be fitted for settlement, the Indians wNhom the Hudson's Bay
Company employ and deal with, finding that settlements were to be established,
it might become a question of compensation to the Indians to leave their
hunting ground, which I think the Canadian Government should pay, and they
would remove off that part of the territory or not continue to occupy ik The
thing, I hope, would be fairly and equitably donc as regards the Indians, and
in that way I think difficulties perhaps would not ensue. But, if you take a
very large extent of territory, and by so doing take away the employment
which the H-Iudsoxi's Bay Company at present give to tribes of Indians, and
leave them in want, tbey may perhaps find means of belping themselves, and
they may come down upon the border settlements.
S'61. Mr. Kinnaird.] You rather think that the fact of the occupation given
to the Indians by the Hudson's Bay Company has been a protection to the
border country P-I am clearly of that opinion.

62. Mr. Adderley.] To what degree do you think the Canadian Government
could'extend its system of administration from head quarters?-At present
I anlot sure that it would be convénient to extend it at all.

63. Talking of the extension of the colony of Canada, do you consider that
it could, by degrees, take in ,the whole of the habitable part of the Hudson's
Bay territory?-I think so.

64. Under the Government of Canada, without any local or subordinate
systexi è-Ys; I -thiük so, in easethey could lay off the townships; but the fact
is, that it ýwould not be desirable to settle them any faster than that.

65. The compensation wbich you suggest, I suppose would be from the
Canadian territory, both to the Hludson's Bay Company and to the Indians ?-
I have not sùggested any compensation at all. I only say that if the giving of

compensation
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compensation be equitable and fair, if the Canadian Government require the . Ro, Esq.
territory for purposes of settlement, whatever that compensation may be, I
think it fair that they should ineet it. 2' February 1857.

66. Compensation to both parties, the Company and the Indians ?-To both
parties, if any compensation should be paid.. If the Hudson's Bay Company
surrender a territory fit for settlement, which of course should only be where
the Canadian territory approaches it, I arm not sure that for that any compen-
sation should be given. I only suggest that if they are called upon to give up
posts they should be allowed to retain a certain portion of the land for their
employés about them, and hold it as a part of their own property.

67. When you speak of the possibility of carrying out a railway depending
upon settlement, might it not be possible that the more distant parts might be
settled first, and that the railway might pay as the means of thoroughfqe to
the furthest point ?-.The usual way of beginning such a settlement is by ctting
a good broad road through the territory which you iptend to open up, and then
laying off your allotments of land on each side for actual settlers. That would,
I suppose, be usually the first process before the railway was attempted to be
made. You would carry on the thing in that way by degxees.

68. Talking of a great continent like that, supposing ~Vancouver's Island
and the western side of the Rocky Mountains-s-tled, although the part
between that and Canada was still wild, mighte-ot a railway be a very feasîble
plan as a means of thoroughfare to that part whieh was settled ?-I think it
might, but I think that more of an imperial question than a colonial one.

69. Do you think that too large an experiment for Canada to make ?-Yes,
with her present resources.

70. If the whole of the Hudson's Bay territory were settled do you not think
that Vancouver's Island would be most attractive to settlors ?- Yes.

71. Long before the intervening portion of the territory between that and
the western side of Canada could come into settIement ?-So far as my informa-
tion goes, that is the best for settlement, and would be the first settled.

72. The idea of a railroad, ultimately, ià not so much for the benefit of the
interior of the country, as for a means of thoroughfare and access to harbours
on the western coast of America, is it ?-That is so, and for the through trade
from China and India. The construction of that railway is a most important
subject; apart entirely from the opening of the country through, which it
would pass.

73. Mr. Gordon.] Are you aware that a society has been established, at
Toronto, for the purpose of forming a colonization to the west of Lake
Superior, between that and the Lake of the Woods?-I believe there are
certain gentlemen at Toronto very anxious to get up a second North-we't
Company, and I dare say it would result in something like the same difiicul-
ties whieh the last North-west Company created, I should be very sorry to Êse
them succeed. I Ihink it would do a great deal of harm, creating further
difficulties for Canàd, which I do not desire to see created,

74: You do not know anything of the nature of the society or association,
recently formed, and what veight deserves to ,be attached to it ?-I do know
several of the gentlemen who are moving in it; I know that at least one of
thèm was very instrumental in making the difliculty which was made with the
Garden Iiver Indians, and the half-breeds in 1849, of which I have been
speaking, , I believe he was at their head at the time that they seized upon
and took possession of the Quebec Company's works upon the island of
Michipicoton.

75. Then you do not apprebend that there is any general wish, on the part,
of the people of Canada, to have that portion of the country added to what
they now have ?-I believe there is a general wish that so fast as the territorv
can be, occupied, for purposes of settlement, means should be taken that it
should be so occupied.

76. Do you belieye that those portions of the territory, capable of being
colonized, are such as to afford sufficient attractiveness tô bring colonists to
that distance, in preference~to iore attainable points of settlemen; mueh
nearer the settled parts of Canada ?-I should say not at present; I should Say
they much prefer the nearer landsto more distant ones.

77. Mr. Roebuck.] Do yougay that froni your experience of colonization in
the United States ?-I say it from my knowledge of plublic afairs li Canada

o.. A4 soAély ;
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J. Ross, Esq. solely; I speak of what I think desirable for the Canadian Government and
people.

2 February 1857. 78. Do you know the extent to which new territories are created by the
United States ?-I know the usual process.

79. I refer to the extent of territory over which they pass; take Iowa, for
instance ?-Iowa bas been settling for these last 20 years; I believe the first
settlements u Ionva were made in 1834 or 1835.

8o. When Iowa was begun to be settled there were very large masses of
unsettled land, but still people went to Iowa ?-There were, but they were not
very good lands, poor lands.

- 81. Chairnan.] Iowa, I believe, i% a country of remarkable fertility ?-It is.
82. Mr. Roebuek.) But, on the Gennessees there were very large quantities

of very fértile land unoccupied ?-If there were, they were held at so bigh a
price that it was not within the means of the class of settlers to occupy them ;
they were held, for instance, at the rate of 100 dollars, or about that; they could
not be bought for twice that now.

8.3. Before Iowa was settled, did they not create a new territory west of Iowa?
-My impression is that they did not ; I think the territory of Wisconsin was a
little before-that time begun to be settled, and within the next year or so, Iowa
was thrown off, but 1 do not think that previously to the opening of the lowa
Settlement, there was any country to the west of it at all.

84. Before lova was fdled up, they bega1Pa new territory west of Iowa?--
They did.

85. Might not that same circumstance occur in Canada, that, before Canada.
was filled up, people might travel farther westward ?-You will observe that all
these territories are adjacent to settlements; for instance, if a settlement begana
on Iowa, there would be a starting point for the settlement of a territory
beyond, but when you have a space of ,1,800 miles intervening, and probably
more than that, it does not seein to me a convenient course of settlement.

86. Is that accurate respecting the Oregon territory ; that was not contiguous
to any territory whatsoever ?-The Oregon territöry was not settled from
Canada.

87. I am talking of a settlement from the United Stateà ?-Oregon had been
partially settled before the United States got possession of it.

88. I am endeavouring to point out to you that Oregon is an isolated terri-
tory, far from any other settled territory, and still people go there ?-If people
go there, they usually go by sea ; at least, they did so until the overland route
to California was, established. Of course, it is well enough known that a few
persons had travelled across the continent before that time, but very few persons,
an4 in going there they wentround by sea; now there is no way of getting
round by sea to the Red River Settlement. If you go there you must either go
directly acrosa the country front the west end of Lake Suiperior, or you eau take
the better route througl the United States, and by St. Paul's.

89. Mr. Chiares Fitzwilliain.] Is it not the fact that, annually, at least 4,000
erigrants cross fron the Missouri River to the Oregon territory ?-4 should
doubt it; I am not inclined to believe it.

90. To Californa?-I an not able to say the number.
91. Chairman.) Is not settlement progressing fast in the vicinity of -the Red

River, on the .American side of the frontier?-Not'in the vicinity, I think.
I stated awhile ago that I thought it was at least 800 or 1,000 miles from the
last settlement to the north of St. Paul's, to the first settlement at the Red
River.

92. Sir John Pakington.] Do you mean that there is no intervening settlement
whatever in those 800 or 1,000 miles ?-I believe there is nuo intervening settle-
rint ; I may overstate the distance a couple of hundred miles.

S93. Mr. Grog«n.] There are railways running into St. Paul's, are there not,
or very near it ?-Within a few roiles.

94. Are any extensions of those lines contemplated, in the direction of the
lied River, which would shorten the distance that way?--I think the Americans,
vho are interested in those roads, contemplate their extension. I do not knovw
anything about those companies,,beyond the fact that one year you have no
railroad at all, and the next year a great many miles are made.

95. Mr. Edward Ellice.] I think you said just now that Mr. Whitney, who
had

18
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had surveyed that territory, had gone all the way north there ?-Yes, and I
believe he has been across the continent there.

96. Mr. Adderley.] What is the nature of the country there, north of St.
Paul's ?-A very good country, I believe.

97. Is it more or less squatted upon by stragglers beyond the settlements?-
That is the way the settlement is now going on.

98. What is the first point of actual settlement within what yoti would call
the squatting district ?-The latest information that I have upon the subject is
in a work of Mr. Oliphant's, and in conversation ivith a gentleman who went
across the country, and I believe there is no settlement at all. Mr. Oliphant
has written a work called " Minesota and the Far West," giving an account of
a trip which he made from the head of Lake Superior across the country to
the river above St. Paul's, and he &nme down thht river, and so homeward.
I believe there are no settlements between the most southerly point of the Red
River Settlement, and the most northerly point of the St. Paul's Settlement.
I helieve there is a space of 600 or 800 or 1,000 miles without settlers; there is
a long extent of country where there is not even a squatter.

99. Mr. RoebucA.] Have you any notion whether any attempt has been
made to number the Indians upon the territories of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany ?-There is a work of Sir George Simpson's which I remember to have
read, I think it is called " A Voyage round the World," or some such title as
that, in which, I think, he gives some account of the numbers of the Indians
approximately. That is the only authority that 1 have seen upon the subject.

aco. You have no knowledge of what the numbers of the Indians are upon
that territory, which you suppose may eventually become inhabited front
Canada ?-No ; the Canadian Government bas no information upon the subject.

oi. Then you have no grounds for an opinion as to the danger arising
from the opposition on the part of those Indians ?-l know that there are large
numbers of Indians within the territory, from the statenent of Sir George
Simpson, for instance; I know it from others who were born on the territory,
ard have grown up in it, and who have corne to this country to be educated,
who say that there are large numbers; but I would not attempt to give to the
Committee a statement of anything like the exact numbers, for I am not
sufficiently informed.

i 02. Chairman.] Is it not the case that that part of the territory of the Hud-
sorts Bay Company which is valuable for the fur trade is not the parF41ich
is properly adapted for settlement, but is rather a more northera and a colder
part r-That is our impression in Canada, but in that we may be wrong.

103. Mr. B(achburn.] I think you say that you know no parties in Canada
wishing to seule the Hudson's, Bay territories ?-There are parties who wish
to get up another NorthWest Company.

104. An opposition cornpany ?-Some company who will lead to profitable
speculation. I do not think any person seriously desires to settle any of the
ludson's Bay territöry at present.

i o5. Mr. Gordon.] The association of which I spoke is not a fur company at
present, is it ?-It might be converted into anything,

i o6. Lord Stanley.) Can you state to what extent occupation bas 'gone on up
the Ottawa River ? -I could send, I think, from papers which 1 have in my
possession, the last census returns on the Ottawa.

107. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Are you aware that the Government has offered
4,000,000, of acres on the OttaWa to any company who will undertake a railway
there ?-I am.

io8. Mr. Roeb&ck.] How nearido 'the head waters of the Ottawa approaçh to
the territories of the Hudson's Bay Company ?-You go north to the water-
shed, I suppose, towards Hudson's Bay.

1o9. Have the boundaries between Canada and Hudson's Bay ever been
settled ?-I think not on the west.

i io. That is on the north ?~-That would be north-west.
i 1. Mr,,Lowe.] Has the valley of the Ottawa ever been completely sur-

veyed ?-The greater part of it.
i1i2. Are there not some of the tributaries not yet surveyed, or traced ?-

Yes; a grèat deal of the valley has been surveyed,
0.25. <' B 113. ls

J. Ross, Esq.

20 February 1857.
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J. Bou, Esq. 113. Is the valley at all completely settled ?-It is not.
1.4. A very small portion of it ?-A considerable portion of it ; it is merety

go FebruarY 1857. a strip of settlement so far as the north shore of the Ottawa is concerned.
i i 5. Do you think that persons will be likely to go on, and settle on the Red

River, till the good land on the shores of the Ottawa is taken up -- I think not,
troma my own experience.

116. Mr. Roebuck.] Does that arise froin experience of the United States ?-
I speak froin what I think are the dispositions of the Canadian people.

117. I am speaking iow of emigrants ?- think that emigrauts would pre-
fer getting good and cheap land as near the great lines of communication as
possible.

i18. Is that the ase in America ?-I think so.
i i q. Would you say that that is the case in the United States, that large

territories have not be colonised, vwhen vevy large portions of very fertile land
Iying intermediately have remained uncolonised for a long time ?-1 know that
it bas so happened, but they have always a starting point; they have always a
settlement adjacent to them. b

i 20. Is that true ?-I think so as a rule>
121. I point out Oregon ? -1 told you that they went there in ships ; they

had communication in that way.
122. They had no place lying near Oregon ?-They have now California to

the south of them ; but the settlemeut of Oregon .first began from sea; there
was an occasional pilgrimage aeross the country, at intervals of long years, of a
few people ; but it began by sea, and it chiefly goes on in that way now ; they
go across the country now in part, and partly by sea from California; and froa
California they go northwards in ships and steamners.

123. Mr. Kinnaird.) I gather from your evidence that you think that what
is taking place in the United States is no guide for what would take place in
Canada; do you think there is a difference of feeling altogether among the two
people ?-I believe they ait desire to get land as fast as they can on both
sides.

124. Lord John Russell.) Is there any dieficulty in governing people at a
-great distance from the seat of governmient in Canada, with. regard to police or
the collection of taxes ?-No; if land be laid ont in townships for settlement
under the authority of the Governument, it is- included in the adjacent country,
and it comes within the municipal regulations of the country within which it is
included.

125. Chairarn«.] But I believe you stated that you thought a settlement at
so great a distance as the Red River is from Canada would be, at present at
least, an inconvenient adjunet to the province of Canada ?-Yes.

126. 1Ir. Gordon.) Until a road and railway were made r-Yes, until
means of communication were opened up. I think if the Canadian Govern-
nient desired to settle any part of the country west of Lake Superior, and de-
sired to bring the I ed River Settlement under their control, they would first
hegu by cutting a broad road through some good land next Lake Superior,
and laying off allotmuents of land, and promoting the occupation in that
wvay,

12. Chairman.] You think that accessibility should first be established, and
that then annexation might follow ?-Yes.

12u. M. Gordon.] Do you say that accessibility alone would be sufficient,
or accessibility and the accession of the colony ?-I think it desirable to 1ie
access first, and afterwiards the accession of the colony.

129. Is it not practicay found that a potiulation consisting, as that of the
Red River Settleinent does, of a very great proportion of half-breeds and
Indians, is more ditieult to govérn than one consisting .entirely of whites?-[
think so; all half-breeds are difficult to govern. 1 speak of «the difficulties
which they create in connection with the mining licences.

1-o. You think a half-breed population is more difficult to govern than a'
white one ?-l think it is less governed by those rules of order and that sense
of propriety which prevail in a white population.

i .j. Then that fact would iperease the difficulty of goverâing the Red River
Settlenent ?-l think it wo4d.

132. M'r.
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132. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Do you think it would be possible to govera the
Red River Settlement, from the head seat of government in Canada, until
there were good communications made between those two parts of the country?
-1 think it would, be possible, but very inconvenient, and that the country
would not be well governed.

833. Are you aware that for seven or eight months in the year it would be
impossible to communicate from Toronto with the Red River, except through
the United States ?-I think it would be impossible.

134. Lord Stanley.] You do not mean that mails could not be sent ?-I
think it would be almost impossible tu send mails ,i the present state of the
communications.

l35. Mr. Roebuck.] Could not the country gvern itself ?-I dare say it
could.

136. Do not they do it in the United States 4 -Not communities.
137. Take a territory; do not they immediately form a government ?-

When a territorial governnent is authorised they immediately form that
government.

138. Could not that be done in the Red River Settlement ?--I dare say it
could.

139. Cdairman.] Do you know what the rules are upon that subject ?-
There is a law of Congress of th 'United States fixing it.

140. Mr. Edward Ellice.] 'Yhat effect do you suppose would be produced
upon the Indian populatiop' by forming the Red River Seulement into a
separate territory for goverament under its present circumstances ?- think
experience has shown tha"in the United States, wherever these governments
have been formed, they have come into collision with the Indians, on their
borders.

141. Are you aware of the war which is at present going on in the Oregon
territory ?--l know from the newspapers that there is a war going on there,
and that it has been going on for some time.

142. Mr. Gladstone.] Will you explain your answer as to the impossibility
of communication with the Red River for several months in the year except
through the United States ?-There are points of settlement along the north
shore of Lake Huron, extending up to Garden River, and so on, up to St. Mary.
During a great'part of the year the mails are carried from Pentangashen, or
brought across the ice to the different points wbere they are desired to be
left.

143. On Lake Huron ?-On Lake Huron; that is the oÏly way in which the
miàls are carried ; very often the ice is in such a dangerous state that the

* 1crossing may not be made for a month ; the Bruce mine is another point, and
the Island of St. Joseph's another, and there are large islands lying adjacent
to the north coast of Lake Huron and so up to St. Mary. When you take into
consideration the great depth of the snow, the ¢hinness of the settlements, and
the fact that you have to carry the mails on foot across the ice,'I think till you
really carry the settlement into the valley to the north of Lake Superior, you
are completely eut off from communication with the Red River.

144. What was the route through the United States which you indicated as
possible ?-Round by St. Paul's, and from St. Paul's to the Red River.

145. Mr. Roebuck.} There is no difficulty, then, in your view in settling the
north shore of Lake Huron or the north shore of Lake Superior?-Judging
from the reports which we have had during the last 18 months from our sur-
veyors, there is no difficulty.

146. So that if settlement went on there would be no difficulty in opening
the Red River ?-If settlement went on there would be no difficulty, as far as
I ara informed, in settling the lied River.

147. Then the idea which some people have got into their heads of an
impassable morass between Lake Superior and the Red River is, in your opinion'
incorrect ?-That it is impassable is, I think, incorrect. I have been told by
those who have travelled across the country that there is a great deai of swamp
there; I believe there is more brokezi and bad land than good lying in that
country between Lake Superior and the Red River Settlerent.

.148. But you think it possible to run a railway there?---Qifite.
4-Q. Mr. Edu ard Ellice.] What is the distance, do you think, in, miles, from

0.25, , 2 the

J. Ros,, Esq.

20 FebrUary 1857,
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.- Ross, Esq. the western portion of the Ottawa to the head of Lake Superior, near the
country that you have been talking of, where a railway may be run ; is it

2o February 1857' 1,000 miles r-It is about 800 I should think.
150. Mr. Èell.] What is the distance from the tiost distant point of Lake

Superior to the.Red River Settlement ?-In round numbers 1,600 mies.
151. Mr. Roebucâ.] What is the extent of your contemplated railway, from

the point to which you bave now obtained an Act of Parlianent, to the point
whieh you contemplate eventually ?-We, desire to have it carried across the
continent, believing that it will be for the interests both of the Imperial and
of the Canadian Government; and we think that the trade with China and
India might be drawn over that line of communication. Perhaps it is taking
rather a long flight.

152. You contemplate, then, going across the Rocky Mountains to Van-
couver's Island ?-Yes, we hope to see it extended there in thne.

1 53. How far is it from the head of your present railway concession, if 1 may
use that term, to the Red River ?-It is upwards of 2,000 miles, I should think,
2,500 miles.

154. Then the railway to get to the Red River would pass to the north of
Lake Huron and the north of Lake Superior ?-Yes.

155. And you think it perfectly feasible ?- As at present informed, I do.
156. Mr. Gordon.] Is it not the fact that the banks of the Saguenay are

extremely precipitous and inaccessible, and that that is one of the difficulties
in the way of having a prosperous settienient there ?-The banks are very pre-
cipitous ; but I was speaking of those parts which are cultivated.

157. The valleys?-The valleys.

Lune, 23" die Februarii, 1857.
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Mr. Bell.
Mr. Edvard Elice.
Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.
Mr. Gordon.
Mr. Gregson.
Mr. Grogan.
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Mr. Percy Herbert.

Mr. Kinnaird.
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Mr. Lowe.
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Lord John Russell.
Viscount Sandon.
Lord Stanley.

THE RIGHT HON. HENRY LABOUCHERE, IN THE CHAIR.

Lieutenant-Colonel John Inry Lefroy,- Royal Artillery, called in;
and Examnined.

158. Chairman.] I BEt1EVE you are connected with the War Department?
-I an; I am Inspector-general of Army Schools.

159. Have you had occasion to become acquainted with British North
America ?-I resided 11 years in North America, and passed nearly two years
in the territories of the Hudsons Bay Company.

16o. In what capacity did you visit the territories of the Hudson's Bay
Company ?-I was employed under the general direction of the Royal Society
to make magnetical observations over the whole of the accessible portion of
their territory.

161. l the performance of that task did you travel very much over the
territories of the Hudson's Bay Company ?-I visited almost the entire region;
every place of any consequence on the east side of the Rocky Mountains.

162. Did

Lieut.-Colouel
2. I Lefroy, 1. A.

23 Februiary 1857'.
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162. Didîyou go at all to the west side of the Rocky Mountains ?-Not Lieut.-Colonel
at all. J .. If. I.efroy, nt. A.

163. Tie Committee will be glad to hear your opinion of the physical state
of that country with reference to the capacity for cultivation and settlement? 23 February 1857.
-The general opinion which I was led to form was, that agricultural settlement
eau m. e but very slender progress in any portion of that region.

16 Did you visit the Red River Settlement ?-I did.
16 . Is not that a part of the country very well adapted for agricultural

pu oses ?-The Red River Settlement is pretty well adapted for them, although
it oes not bear comparison with the best parts of the British American
c4onies: but it forms but a small proportion of the whole region.

/66. Do you mean to apply the observation which you have made to the
ountry generally that borders upon the limits of Canada at present ?-I should

apply it particularly to that country, so far as my observation goes. As we
proceed to the interijor, we do come to a region in the neighbourhood of the
Rainy Lake, and between the Rainy Lake and the Lake of the Woods, which
seems to meto possess agricultural facilities. It seems to have the conditions
of soil and climate not much more unfavourable, perhaps not more unfavourable,
than in many parts of Lower Canada.

167. Wlhen you say that you think that, generally speaking, there is not
much ]and contained in the territories to the east of the Rocky Mountains
beyond the borders of Canada, which is calculated for settlement and cul-
tivation, do you say that chiefly on account of the nature of the soil, or on
account of the nature of the climate ?-On account of both causes. With
regard to the nature of the soil, a very large portion of the region is primitive
in geological formation, almost entirely denuded of soil. The frosts are so
intense, that over a very large portion the soil is permanently frozen. The
seasons are so short and so uncertain, that crops are liable to be cut off by
unseasonable frosts at periods that make it almost impossible for the husband-
man to reckon with any certainty on a return.

168. Do you know the Saskatchewan district ?-I have been once up and
once down the River of Saskatchewan.

169. Is there no land in that district which you think would be susceptible
of cultivation and fit for settlement ?-Undoubtedly there is such land in that
district, and it is along that district and a little to the north and south of it that
the agricultural land is to be found. Cultivation bas actually been tried witlh
some success at Fort Cumberland on the Saskatchewan; wheat has grown
there ; with uncertainty, however, from the cause I alluded to just now, but still
sufficiently to add greatly to the comforts of the residents of the district.

170. Are you acquainted with the country which belongs to the United
States to the south of the border between the two countries P-1 am not.

171. Lord Stanley.] You spoke of an attempt at cultivation in the neigh-
bourhood of Fort Cumberland. The settlement at Fort Cumberland, I believe,
was not made 'for any purpose of colonisation, but simuply as a trading post ?-
Entirely so f but there was a small attempt at settlement on a spot imme-
diately adjoining, called on the maps the Basquiau River, but commonly called
in the country the Pas; a settlement of civilised or christianised Indians bas
been formed there for the last 10 or 12 years, and they have succeeded, in
some degree, in cultivating the ground.

i72. Do you know what crops arise there ?-They grow wheat, barley,
potatoes, and various vegetables.

17/3. Mr. Roebuck.) Do they grov any Indian corn ?-No. I believe that
Indian corn will not ripen except by matter of accident in that region.

?74. Mr. Grogan.] With regard to the wheat, was it a crop that could be
depended upon at all ?-l am inclined to think not, but I do not speak with
much confidence.

175. Or the potatoes ?-The potatoes could be depended upon, I believe.
'I never heard that they hadhad any disease. In all instances in which these
crops grow the returns are exceedingly small.

176. Will they ripen ?-Yes,-but you do not get- the sane- crop-in proportion
as you do in more genial countries.,

. 177. Do oats grow there --I never heaed of their being tried, but they would,
no doubt,

178. Mr. Roebwck.] Do not oats grow more northerly than wheat ?-- Certainly.
0.25. . B 3 179. If
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Lieu
J. H.

23 Feb

t.-Colonel 179. If wheat would grow there oats would grow there ?-According to the
Zefroy, R- - best data we have, which are ver imperfect, wheat will grow where the mean

~ summer temperature gets up to 590, and Fort Cumberland is pretty near the
ruary 1857. limit of that.

î8o. Mr. Grogan.] Do you mean that it will ripen ?-Yes.
181. Mr. Bell.] Are you acquainted with the statement of Sir Alexander

Mackenzie, that he saw on the Elk River a kitchen garden as fine as any in
the world ?--I do not remember that particular statement, but I dare say it
is true.

182. Have you reason to believe it is correct ?-Yes ; most vegetables, or
anything requirinîg a short summer, will grow there very well. The summer,
while it lasts, is a very genial one, although there happen in it frosts; but
if a little care is taken in covering the things over they grow very well. I
have seen near Norway House, at the top of Lake Winnipeg, rhubarb, peas,
cabbages, and many other vegetables growing with success.

183. Mr. Grogan.] But it would be impossible to cover in the crops on a
large scale ?-Quite so.

184. Mr.Roebuck.] When does thewinter begin upon theSaskatchewan Rivere
-The Committee could get very accurate data upon that subject by calling
for a return of the dates at which the traders at each post leave their district ,
with their boats, because they invariably do that the moment the ice in the
river breaks up ; and it is hardly fair to consider that the spring begin's till
that time ; as to the winter, the weather gets very cold, I believe, and such as
to occasion bardlrostseary-mMetoberrbuttle regionis very lage.

185. I pointed your attention to the Saskatchewan River; when does the
winter begin there ?-I am unable to answer that question.

186. Then you do not know when the winter ends there ?-I can only speak
from general impressions, but not with satistical accuracy ; the winter,
speaking roundlv, may be considered, upon the Saskatchewan Ri.ver, to last
from October to April, both months inclusive.

187. Then summer, beginning in April, begins earlier than it does in Canada?
-There is au intermediate season between winter and suimer, namely,
sprxng.

s8 8. Spring begins earlier than it dues in Canada if it begins in April ?-Am
I to speak of Eastern Canada or of Western Canada? I shall have the greatest

pleasure in preparing myself to give the most accurate, information I can upon
this point on another occasion. I cannot state day precise data, but can only
speak in a general way. t

189. Lord Stanley.] From your experience of Canada, and of the Hudson's
Bay territory, have you formed any opinion respecting that which is said by
many persons to exist, namely, a gradual amelioration of the climate ?-
I have met with no facts which give me any such impression, nor should I
credit it.

190. In your opinion, taking the country which you refer to as the most
favourable part for cultivation of the Hudson's Bay territory, namely, that
between the Rainy Lake and the Lake of the Woods, is there anything in that
country which would be likely to attract settlers who have the unsettled lands
of Canada at present open ?-There are always a class of adventurers who will

push to the most remote region wherever it is, but if they were acquainted
with the relative advantages of the two positions I do not think they would
choose the former.

191. Lord John Russell.] With regard to any settlement tiat you are

acquainted with, who are the class of people that go and make settlements;
are they fron Canada, or are they from the United States; take the Red River
Settlement and others?-The Red River Settlement is, I believe, composed almost
entirely of persons sent out by Lord Selkirk about 35 years ago. The Iudson's

Bay Company did not, within my information, add to the seulement, except
by the importation of a limited number, I think about 20 fainilies, froin
Lincolnshire, perhaps 20 years ago ; I think it was about the year 1838 ; the
rest of the population is made up of half-breeds and French Canadians, who
have straggled there from all directions. The purely English element is not

very large. The Hudson's Bay Company make little use of English labour;
they make use of Scotch and Orkney labour, and there are a good nany Scotch
and Orkney men there.

1 92. Is
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192. Is there any part of the territory that you are acquainted with to wbiclh Lieur.-Colonel

persons who go to the far West from the United States seem desirous to go ? . Lfro., R.A.

-I think not; the difficulty of access is so very great that it never has attracted
emigration, I think, from any quarter; it had not done so down to the time 23 Febtuary 1857.

that I speak of, from the south.
193. You have not since heard that there is any great desire to settle in

those districts either from Canada or from the United States ? -I know that
there are many persons in Canada who have a strong impression that it is a
productive region for settlement; I do not think anything that can be called a
pressure in that direction exists.

194. Mr. Roebuck.] Do you know the United States territôry in Minesota at
all ?-I do not.

195. That is just south of the line running between the two territories?
-Yes.

196. And it is about, I think, the latitude-,of Qúebec; directing your
attention to that line, you see there a river called the Red River ?-Yes.

197. Do you know that at all ?-I know the Red River running into Lake
Winnipeg, but not the Red River running into the Missouri.

t98. I speak of the Red River rnning into Lake Winnipeg; looking at
that river running out of Minesota into the territories of the Hudson's Bay
Company, do you know whether, on the northern parts of that river, the banks
ore habitable, or not?--The Red River Settlement occupies, in a straggling
manner, about 50 miles of the course of the Red River itself, and a portion of
that ground is under cultivation; not very much, because the habits of a great
proportion of the population of the country are opposed to regular industry.

i 9q. It-being under the command of the Hudson's Bay Company, does not
the Company rather favour hunting than cultivation ?-At the Red River Settle-
ment I think the Company favours cultivation, because unfortunatelythe buffaloes
swarm in the surrouïxding regions, and the great difficulty is to keep the people
to steady habits of industry, and to induce them to refrain from hunting them.

200. Buffaloes, you say, swarm ?-Yes, at certain seasons.
201. Upon what do they live P -Uppn the herbage of the plains.
202. Where that herbage is, is not the land fertile ?-Undoubtedly where

that herbage is other things might be grown, as we find at the Red River Set-
tlement itself, until you get to a certain distance to the westward, where I have
reason to think but little rain falls; that is one way in which I account for the
physical fact of its being a prairie, and there the soil is, as far as my observa-
tion goes, not very favourable to cultivation; it is generally along the banks of
the river limestone or gravel ; there is very little alluvial soil at the surface ;
there is no depth of alluvial soil anywhere that I saw.

203. You say limestone is there ?-Yes.
2o4. Is it not a remarkable fact, established by all experience, that wherever

limestone is, cultivation is possible ?-I believe so ; it is a Most favourable
district.

205. You say that the geological condition of the country is primitive ?-Not
there.

206. But by the Saskatchewan River ?-To the eastward of Lake Winnipeg
and along the line of descent to Canada on the north side, and northwids
again through the line that I travelled, except the Peace River, where we corne
te the secondary formation, the general character of the region, I should say,.
without giving myself authority as a geologist, is primitive.

207. Is not that the case with Lower Canada generally ?-On the north shore
of the St. Lawrence, but not the,, south; but there you have very little culti-
vation ; the north shore of the St/Lawrence below Quebec is a primitive region.

208. Above Quebee ?-I think not ; but I speak with deference there.
209. Are you at all aware of a publication, by Mr. Isbester, of the geology

of that country ?-I have never seen it.
21(. While you were there had you occasion to see much of the Indians ?-

I took a great interest in the Indians, and I took what opportunities were given
me of inquiring intotlieir condition, and of seeing them, but my scientific
duties left me very little leisure for anything else.

1 211. What were your scientific duties directed to?-To terrestrial magnetism;
m-aking observations of the magnetie dip, and the magnetic variation, and the
magnetic force of the earth in that region.

0.25. B 4 212. Then
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Lieut.-Colonel 212. Then if you had not much time to consider the state of the Indians,
f. Leroy, -^ had you much time to consider the phyleal condition of the country ?-The

physical condition of the country meets one's eyes in all directions, whereas
23 February 1857. the Indians are but rarely met with; and I did not speak their language,

and did not always have an interpreter with me, but I used to converse
with the residents at the forts.

213. How do you judge of the fertility of a soil which is not cultivated ?-
By those portions which are cultivated ; by the known facts of science affecting
cultivation, and by the proportion of alluvial soil visible at the surface.

214. Over that territory did you find large woods ?-1 have placed before the
Chairman a map on which the region of prairie is indicated by a green tint;
north and east of that region there are woods.

215. Al to the north of Lake Superior is woody country ?-Until you get to
a very considerable distance north; but I beg to say that the wood in that
country, the pine, which is the most prevalent wood, will grow in any erevice
in which there is any moisture, and I have seen pines of large size growing on
a granite rock as bard as this table, simply by the moisture which was found
in the crevices. You cannot infer that that is a soil fitted for agricultural pur-
poses from the fact of there being wood. .

216. Not from the fact of there being pine-wood, but if other hard wood
grows you may do so ?-Yes ; those woods having a tap root, but a great numa-
ber bave not.

217. Is not that the mode by which people who explore a country for agri-
cultural purposes determine the capability of the country for agriculture, namely,
from the wood upon it; in America, I nwan ?-It is one of the modes; it is a
superficial one.

218. Where you find large quantities of trees of five feet in diameter, and
large beech trees, would you, not at once say that that is a cultivable soil?-
Unquestionably; but there is not a tree of any description five feet in diameter
in the Hudson's Bay territory on the east side of the Rocky Mountains; the
largest pines, which are the largest trees there, seldoma exceed three feet in
diameter.

q19. Supposing there were trees of three feet in diameter, would you not say
the soit was good?-Yes. I have seen that in islands possessing a depth of
alluvial soil brought down by floods. The island on which Fort Simpson, on
the Mackenzie River, is built, is of that description; and very fine timber is to
be found there.

220. You say th'at you have not seen any evidence' that the climate has
ameliorated ?-1 have seen noue.

221. Are you at all aware historically of the state of Europe in centuries
past ?-Yes; I am aware that there is reason to suppose that the climate of
Europe in former times, before cultivation was so general, was colder than it is
now; the winters were colder. Having given considerable attention to that
subject, I may state generally that the i-esult of my inquiries leads me to this
conclusion, that the effect of cultivation anywhere in America is to diminish
the extremes of temperature both in sumner and in winter, but to leave the'
mean annual temperature not much affected by it. Meteorological observa-
tions were, commenced at Toronto, in Canada, in 1840. I was myself engaged
with them about 11 years; and I of course had experience of a great variety 'of
hot winters and cold winters, and summers also. Since I left it, which was in
the year 1853, they bave had extremnes in both directions that fall far without
the limits of my observation ; they have had three winters of such severity as
I never encountered in all that period, and they have hIad botter summers; it
therefore shows that conclusions based on data not derived fronm observations
over a long series of years, comparable asd accurate ones, are very likely to,
deceive us.

222. The sensations of aman are very nisleading ; but supposing, for examuple,
that formerly the territory bore reindeer, and that the rivers, of that territory
were annually frozen, and that now reindeer will not live there and the rivers
are never annually frozen, would you not say from those data that the country
had ameliorated in climate ?-l should say so, if I w acquainted with no oth:
facts; but I am acquainted with a fact wit ve'gard tothe habits of the reindeer

wvhichî
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which would render such a conclusion insecure; until the year 1832 the rein-
deer were in the habit of migrating in enormous nunbers along the west shore
of Hudson's Bay, passing York Factory to the south; in that year their numbers
were greater than usual, and a most extraordinary and wantori slaughter of
them took place by the Indians; the Company were unable to restrain them;
from that day to this, according to the best of muy information, the reindeer
have never been seen in that, region, although there is no reasoi to suppose
that there is any change in the climate or its capacity for furnishing them with
food.

223. As you say you have paid attention to the state of the climate in Europe,
I suppose you are perfectly aware that reindeer used to live upon the banks of
the Danube and on the Rhine ?-I was not aware of the fact; I had forgotten
it if I had ever seen it.
. 224. That fact is adduced by Gibbon as a proof thàt the climate has very
much ameliorated by time ?-Yes.

225. The freezing of rivers, for example, is another evidence; I suppose there
is nothing that could contradict that ?-I should.think not.

226. Taking the same cireunstances, namely, that Gaul and Germany were
in times past, very shortly after the Christian era, in the same state that Canada
is now; having paid attention to the climate of different countries, would you
not conclude that the same circumstances occurring in Canada as have oc-
curred in Europe, namely, the clearing of woods, and the draining of morasses,
would lead to a great amelioration of the climate ?-There are some circumstances
which make an essential difference in the two problems. l the first place, the
actual soil of Western Europe is deeper, and better suited to the growth of
grains of every description than the soil of the Hudson's Bay territory, from
my knowledge of it.,

227. Is that the case with Prussia?-The district of Prussia, I believe, is
generally sandy, but I have not travelled there ; I speak of the country in a
general way. Then there is this cause ameliorating the clinate of Western
Europe, which we feel in our own islands particularly, namely, the influence of
the Gulf Strean. Our condition is abnormal; but if you refer on the map to the
Unes of equal temperature, passing through both continents, through America,
and through Europe, you will find that the lines descend, that is to say, you
will find the Une of equal temperature, of 50° we will say, which is the limit of
the profitable cultivation of barley, in much lower latitudes in the Hudson's
Bay territory than you will in Western Europe.

228. I suppcse the southern point of Lake Winnipeg is about the latitude of
some of the fiik st cou ntries in Europe ?-1 believe it is.

229. Do you know anything of the actual physical condition of the northern
shore ot Lake Superior ?-Merely from having coasted it before the explorations
which have subsequently taken place; I mean those connected with mining
speculations ; therefore I had oply ocular inspection from passing along it.

'30. You have not travelled on the land there ?-No, except for a very few
miles.

231. Have you any evidence that there are large morasses there which render
it impassable î-Imniediately adjoining the shores there cannot be large
morasses, because the land rises rapidly; there 'are two terraces indicating
changes of level at former periods, and the land rises rapidly, and in fact the
north-west shore is mountainous.

232. Thereis a lake called Lake Nipigon -Yes.
233. Does not that fall into Lake Superior ?-It drains, I believe, into Lake

Superior ; I never was there.
234. Therefore, may we conelude that it is higher than Lake Superior and

the land through which it runs ?-Of course.
235. If on the shore of Lake Superior there are not morasses, we may con-

clade that there are not morasses between those two points ?--klardly that.
Morasses are to be met with at the highest points. In fact, it will be found,
as a general rule, I believe, that the districts which furnish the sources of
rivers are always districts of morase. •I could point to three or four instances
of that on the map. Probably, Honourable Meinbers can find oh their maps
the River Savan ; the Dog Lake will'be found on the map not far above Lake
Superior. If you follow the ine of boundary between Lake Superior and the
Rainy Lake, about midway between the two you comne to a very elevated

0.25. C district

Lieut.-Colonel
J. R. Lefroy, -4.

23 February 1857.
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.iuer..colone1 district vbich furnishes the source of rivers falling in both directions into
J.M- & R A . Hudson's\ Bay, and into Lake Superior and the Atlantic. That region is one of

immense physica1 difficulty in consequence of morasses, and every trader
nFebruary 1857. knows the Savannah morass, the Prairie portage, and the great interruptions

which lie has to pass, with extremae difficulty, in consequence of there being
swamps at what is the height of land of that region.

236. Are you aware that there is a scheme now in commencement, rather
than anything else, of carrying a railway along the -northern shore of Lake
Superior, and eventually across the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean ?-
i have seen proposals to that effect.

237. Do those plans contemplate any impassable barrier on the northern
shore of Lake Superior ?-''hose plans have always seemed to me to be drawn
dn the engineering principle of laying down an air line, and then assuming that
capital-will carry you along it; but the physical difficulties of doing-it woeild
be enormously great, and I canot persuade mayself that such an undertaking
would be conducted with any commercial advantage.

238. Mr. Grogan.] You spoke of the population on the Red River Settlement
iot being very large, owing to the difficulty of access. If there were a railway
in that direction capable of being constructed, would not that difficulty be
obviated ?-It would undoubtedly; but it always appears to me, on studying
the inap, that the natural atlinities of the Red hiver Settlement are with the
valley of the Missouri, and that we shall be going against nature if we try to
force it into the valley of the St. Lawrence.

239. You consider that the natural direction is to go into the United States?
-1 think so ; I do not think that the route by the St. Lawrence can ever
compete commercially with the route to the south.

240. You have illustrated your local experience for a period of 12 or 14
years; you have said that your general observations in the country were
insuflicient to enable you to fori correct (tata ?--'hey were insulficient to
obtain the fact of the highest or the lowest temaperature, or to furnish a mean
which was not liable to be disturbed by the observations of another year.

241. Do any records exist at the different stations of the Hudson's Bay
Company whereby the increase or decrease of temperature can be ascertained ?
-I am sorry to say that the records of that region are exceedingly slender,
ilmost valueless in a scientific point of view. Sir John Richardon has collected
in his last work of travels the best information he could get, but the data are
most scanty.

242. lu point of fact, dues the impression exist in the country that the
climate of that district is ameliorating ?-1 never heard of it.

243. With regard to limestone, is the district where the limestone prevails of
any extent?-The western shore of Lake Winnipeg is entirely liiestone, but
there is no soil on it ; it has literally no soil in iany places; it is as bare as
your hand.

244. The rock is on the surface?-Yes.
245. The soil does not cover the surface completely ?-I did not explore with

sufficient accuracy to give an opinion upon those points. I must beg that my
observations may be considered as relating priicipally to the routes that
I travelled over. I did not explore the interiors; I went over the great routes
of communication only.

246. Are you able to speak ôf vegetation, whether it e sists in detached portions
of that ditrict ?-1 can speak nore positively ofthat, because [ made inquiriëg,
about it, the subject havi ng engaged my attention. The points where'cultivation
was more carried on were these: there was the lted River Settlementwhere there
was véry considerable cultivation, and Fort Canberland, and the Basquiau Itiver,
in the Saskatchewan district, and Lake La Crosse; at Fort Cumberland there
were about 10 acres of ground under cultivation; at Lake La Crosse, a little to
the, north of Cumberland House, there were also about 10 acres of ground
under cultivation, yielding barley ; at Lake Athabasca, where I passed a winter,
which isfurther north again, pouttoes of a sinall size could begrown, but there
had been no success in growing barley, or any cereal at all. At Fort Simpson,
on Mackenzie's River, where it turns toôthe northward; just at the angle, on
a large island of deep alluvial soil, farming was unusually successful; there
were regular crops of barley, regular cattle, and a very good garden. That is
in about latitude 620 1 think ; barley grew there very well iudeed.

247. Sir
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247. Sir John Pakington.] Were you there yourself ?-I passed about four Lieut..Celonel
months there; barley was even grown with success;, that is tu say, sufficiently J. H.4 Lfr, a A.
so to be worth the labour bestowed upon it by the trader, and to furnitih-gran -
to add greatly to the means of subsistence of the small family occupying a 23 1ebmary 1857.
trading post at that station; they were able to pick the very best pieces .f
ground to be found. Also at Fort Norman, in lat. 640 31', barley was' grown, and
thai is the iost inorthern spot in America where any grain bas been grown.

248. Mr. Grogan.] Was that the only cereal crop grown in that locality r-
Yes; wheat would not grow in either place.; but I was- tdd I im -not" sure
with what autboiity, that wheat had beei grown about every third year, it -

>beiîig, in the intermediate years, cut off, at Fort Liard, not far tQ the south of
Fort Simpson.

249. Was there any peculiar geological formation in that locality which
conduced to the growth of the barley-there, so mnuch more northward than at
Fort Cumberland ?-At Fort Liard it is the tail of the prairies; ïhere is a loing
high belt of prairie land which runs as far as the immediate neighbourhoxd
of that spot;, it is immediately under the shelter of the Rocky Mountains,,and
the climate is undoubtedly, as you approach the Pacifie, much milder than it is
to the eastward.

2.50. What distance would you say that Fort Simpson is from the P*eifie
or from the sea coast ?-I think it is about 500 miles; I am not quite sure.

25 1. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] Do you mean in a direct Une, or to ome
particular point ?-In a direct line. I think I made out that it was 500 iuiles
from Sitka, which is the point where observations were made at the time that I
was there ; and therefore I had occasion to ascertain the distance from one
point fo another ; but I speak from memory, and may not be accurate.

252. Mr. Grogan.] Do you consider that the difference of distance from'the
sea coast of Fort Simapson and Fort Cumberland was sufficient to~account for,
that change ?- It is one of the facts which go a long way towards accounting
for it.

253. You mentioned that at Fort Simpson they were, able to grow cereal
crops, which at Fort Cumberland and the Red "River Settlement w'ere of so
uncertain a nature that they could hardly be relied upon 1-I did not intend to
say so much as that. At Fort Cumberland, and the Red River Settiement they
grow wheat, which they do not at Fort Simpson ; and with regard to theep-
paratifre uncertainty of the crops in the two places, I do not think I said any-
thing. I suppose the crops are much less uncertain at the Red River than
they are at Fort Simpson; but the cultivable portion of the soil at the latter place
was confined to the island' of which I have spoken ; on the mainland, on either
side, you get into a morass, which could certainly not have been cultivated.

254. Then you imagine that the island is the peculiarity ?-Yes; it is due to
the depth of alluvial soil upon an island,. and to its being pretty well sheltered
by large woods, which that soil enables to grow.

255. Mr. Gordon.] In traversing the course of the Saskatehedan had you
an opportunity of mnaking any observations upon its inineral resources ?-Very
slight. I ascertained that in the neighbourhood of Edmonton, one of the forts
àiost to the eastward, coal is to be found, and workable coal, because it was
used by the blacksmaith for his forge i but I do not think in any great
quantity.
1 256. Did you observe over what length, ot 'tract of country that coal
extended ?-It probably extends to a considerable regioq, because it is found
again in one of the feeders of the Peace River, near Dunvegan.

257. .You believe those to be portions of the same tract ?-There is no doubt
of it, I think.

258. Are you acquainted with both branches of the Saskatchewan?-Not
the south.

2fj9. Mr. Roebuck.] Are you acquainted with the length of the winter at St.
Petérsburgh ?-No; I cannot speak with any assurance upon that subject.

260. In thé Baltie generally ?-No; I cannot speak with any confidence
upon those subjects.

261. Th~eryou are not able to say whether the winter of that tefritory is
shortet orlonger than the winter in the Baltie ?-I should be glad if you would
be kind enough to define what you mean by "the winter ;" meteorologists con-
fine the term "winter" to the months of December, January and February.

0.25. c 2 262. I an
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LieuL-Colonel 262. I arm talking of a matter of fact, not of the number of months; I inean
• when the earth is'so frozen that ydu cannot plough it; can you say that the

winter on the Saskatchewan is shorter than the 'winter at St. Petersburgh, or
3 ebruary 1857. longer, giving you'that as a daturn ?-I cannot answer that question.

263. If it is not longer, and St. Petersburgh is habitable, and covered with a
vast population, this territory might be covered also ?-St. Petersburgh bas a
seaport to supply it, and it has productions of various kinds which have a com-
mercial value; this region not only has no seaport, but it is about 700 or 800
miles from one, to be réached by a very difficult navigation, leading not into
the Baltic, which has its outlet to the south, but into Hudson's Bay, which has
its outlet to the north, and which is only navigable for about three months in
the year; those are essential differences in both the physical and commercial
conditions of the two regions.

264. Is the Baltie at St. Petersburgh navigable for more than three months in
the year ?- I apprehend that it is navigable for seven or eight months; I speak
under correction.

265. Sir John Pakington.] You mentioned the difference in climate on the
western side of this great district as it approaches the Pacifie; can you give the
Committee any idea of the extent of that difference, either the extent geogra-
phically to which it prevails, or the degree to which it prevails ?--I should be
unwilling to speak from mnemory upon such a subject, because it is one which
must be brought to figures; I could easily asceitain the facts as far as data
exist for doing so, but I would not venture to speak fron meniory.
- 266. Is the difference a marked and decided one -Unquestionably so; it

meets you everywhere in America, that the further you go to the westward along
the same parallel of latitude, you come to a milder climate.

267. Mr. Roebuck.] Is that the case on the east of the Rocky Mountains ?-
It is so in the southern latitudes.

268. Sir John Pahinglon.] To what cause do you attribute the difference in
climate ?-lt is difficult to give an answer to that question directly. The pre-
valent winds in the region beyond the tropics have a great influence upon the
climate of the countries wbiöh they passoover. You find that the prevalent
winds in the extra tropiealregion being from the westward, those winds bring
from the Pacific Oceaù' a large quantity of moisture, which moisture bas a
tendency to amelioràoe the climate of the regions which receive its first
benefit. As they proceed further to the eastward they lose a portion of that
moisture, and pass over regions, frozen or covered with snow through a large
part of the year; they come down to Canada more severe, of course, and
charged with less moisture, and actually colder by.having given up latent heat
to the regions they have passed over, than nearer to the west.

269. What are. the prevailing winds on the eastern side of this part of
America?-I should be glad to reserve my answer to that question because I
should wish to speak with accuracy. The prevailing winds, on the whole, are
westerly ; they are rather from the western -semicircle than from the easter».
I believe they are north-westerly.

270. How far to the westward have you penetrated -- Nearly as far as the
Rocky Mountains, but not over them. j My limits westward were Dunvegan,-on
the Peace River, and Edmonton on the Cjiiatchewan,

271. Do you attribute the pdW& o iîoducing barlev so far north as Fort
Simpson to that comparative neighbourh 'od to the Pacific to which you have
referred ?-In a very great degree 1 do.

272. Can you state what is the genêral difference in climate between Fort
Simpson and these other settlements in the neighbourhood of Lake Winnepeg r
--The difference of mean summer temperature between. thIose two regions I
believe to be but little; but I am, reluctant to speak with precision upon
these points, because if they have value at all, it is as scientific faets, -iad
I confess that I arm not sufficiently armned with them at this moment, to be able
to be positive.

273. Fort Simpson has, of course, a mu.ch severer climate, I presume ?-
Very müch severer, taking the year round.

274. You tpokein the early pârt of your examinatiôn of the district which
you'were then speaking as being permanently frozen, so that the, crops could
not be grown ; to what part of this district did you apply that expression, of

" permanently
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"permanently frozen" ?-I arm unable to state very extensive facts upon that Lieut..Colone
subject; the soil at York Factory, on Hudson's Bay, is permanently frozen. J. I. Lefroy, R.A.

275. Mr. Roebuck.] How far north is that ?-It is about 57 degrees, I think,
not so far north as Fort Simpson, the soil there does not thaw in the summer 23 February 1857.
more than about three feet deep, and it is frozen to about 20 feet permanently.

276. Sir John Pahington.] 1 apprehend that you did not mean to apply, tb at
expression, " permanently frozen" in the sense in which I think you used it,
namely, as applying generally to this district, but only to particular parts ?-Of
course ; it is a very large region ; the district is. as large as Europe, and bas great
differences of climate.

277. You applied the term generally. I presume there is nothing to which
you could apply the term " permanently frozen " in the nature of the climate
about the Red River Settlement, or even at Fort Cumberland Station? -Fort
Cumberland, I believe, is near the limit of the region where the ground is per-
manently frozen; more accurately speaking, I think Lake La Crosse is about
that limit.

278. There is cultivation at Fort Cumberland, is there not ?-I do not rmean
to say there is not cultivation where the ground is permanently frozen; at the
most northerly point I have spoken to, namely, Fort Norman, on Mackenzie's
River, the ground is permanently frozen to the depth of 45 feet, yet there is
cultivation.

279. What do you mean by " permanently frozen " ?-I mean that it never
thaws except at the surface. I had a remarkable opportunity of ascertaining
that fact by a great landslip on the banks of the Mackenzie River, exposing a
completely permanent frozen soil to the depth of 45 feet. The surface thaws
to thd extent of a foot or two. In the more open situations, it thaws of course
to a greater depth.

280. Under those circumstances, with a depth of permanently frozen ground
of many feet, and only thawed very superficially, does the ground admit of
cultivation ?-Not, 1 think,, with any profit; indeed, a white population accus.
tomed to civilised life cannot find subsistence.

281. The ripening of the crops under those circumstances must be preca-
rious ?-Yes. There is a difference between absoluté cultivation yielding small
returns for the support, or the assistance of other means of support, of a very
small community, such as is to be found at all these forts, and one on which
a large community can permanently depend. Ail over that country, although
they have a crop in many plages, they depend principally upon fish, and the
dried meat of the buffalo.

282. What is the population of the Red River Settlement ?-In 1843 or 1844,
it was about 5,000, according to the information given me.

283. What population is there at the northern settlement of Fort Cum-
berland, or Norway House ?-It does not in any one instance, I imagine,
amount to 20 persons permanently resident. At some seasons of the year
there are others coming and going, and the Indians occasionally frequent them.
Not, of course, including the Indians inhabiting the districts supplying those
stations with their furs; but taking the residents, you will find 10,-20, or 30,
according to the rneans of subsistence.

284. Are there any European inhabitants in the district between the Red
River and Cumberland Fort and Norway House ?-None, but the traders in
the Hudson's Bay Company's employmtent.

285. Is Lake Winnipeg open for navigation for any length of tim in the
summer ?-Not for long; I should suppose that Lake Winnipeg is open for
navigation from May till ab'out the end of October.

286. The whole lake would then be open ?-Yes.
287. Mr. Roebuck.] Do you know how long the St. Lawrence is open at

Quebeé ?--It varies extremely in different seasons; but the St. Lawrence at
'Quebec is generally open early in April.

288. I beg your pardon ?-In April.
289. Not tilt May. Do you not know that after the ronth of November

begins, the insurance upon ships doubles ?-I am quite.aware of that ; but 1 am
equàlly aware that the last vessels leave Quebec very late in November, and
i have known them leave inl)ecember.

290. You say that you attribute the possibility of growing barley at Fort
Simpson. to its proximity to the Pacific ?-I attribute it in a great degree to
that fact.

0.25. c 3 291. Does
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Lieut.-Colonel 291. Does not Fort Simpson lie very near-1he Rocky Mountains, to the east
J. H. Lefr<>u. À&. of the Rocky Mountains ?-Yes.

2 February 1857. 292. Do not the Rocky Mountains continue frozen throughout the year
upon their summits ?-The Rocky Mountains there are very much lower than
they are in lower latitudes. I have seen snow over the whole region of the
Rocky Mountains within view in June; therefore, I presume that they are
covered with snow almost all the year round.

293. The proximity of Fort Simpson to the Rocky Mountains would lead to
the chilling of the atmosphere, would it not ?-It depends a little upon the dis-
tance; the actual distance is rather considerable. The Rocky Mountains
approach the Mackenzie's River at a much lower latitude; at the limit of the
Arctic region the chain cornes nearest, but at Fort Simpson it recedes to some
distance. I have in many instances observed that a sudden change of the wind
from the eastward-to the westward would almost immediately raise the tempera-
ture of the air ten degrees at Fort Simpson.

294. South-west ?-Yes, south-west.
e95. Sir John Pahington.] Has the altitude of the Rocky Mountains in the

British dominions ever been ascertained ?-No; the altitude of the great passes
between the Saskatchewan and the Columbia has been ascertained with toler-
able precision, but not further to the north.

296. What is it there ?-: i'd n'ot like to speak from memory.
297. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Onordinary maps the highest range is marked at

about 15,000 or 16,000 feet, is- it not?-Rut the pass is much lower than
that.

298. Mr. Grogan.] You spoke of the barley, for instance, having been
ripened at Fort Simpson; do you attribute that to any greater quantity of rain
that may fall there than down at Fort Cumberland ?-No.

299. Mr. Lowe.] Have you had occasion to obserie the effect of summer
frosts in these territôries upon crops ?-No, not personally; but I have made
inquiries concerning them.

3oo. Will you state what is the fact in that respect ?-Sumumer frosts come
at night in all months of the year, frtquently with very great severity, and
the ground will be frozen in June; of course that cuts off all delicate culti-
vation.

301. Does that interfere with the certainty of crops at the Red River ?-1
believe very much.

302. And of course further north ?-Further north still more so.
303. Have you observed the Indians on the Saskatchewan River ?-Yes.
304. What is the nature of the Indians there; are they very fierce ?-Some

of the tribes on the Upper Saskatchewan are very warlike and untameable.
305. What are they principally; the Blackfeet?-The Blackfeet; there

are live or six tribes which go under the genera name of Blackfeet; the
Crees, who inhabit the lower portion of the region, seem to have less savage
tendencies.

306. Is it safe to travel there, one or two people together ? -Unde e pro-
tection of the Hudson's Bay Company it could be done with perfectafety.

307. Do you think that a railway could be made with facility, from any
point in Minesota, to the Red River ?-Yes.,

308. From what place ?-I tbink almost anywhere.
309. From St. Paul's ?-Yes: I should tiink it might.
31o. Mr. Percy Herbert.] You spoke of the district between the Rainy

L.ake and the Lake of the Woods, as being not much inferior to Lower
Canada; is that district of which you spoke of considerable extent ? -I do not
think it is of great extent, but it must be to the extent of several townships,
as tiey. are laid out in Canada.

3 i. Would the district between that and Lake Superior admit of a com-
munication w.ith Lake Superior ?-It would admit of a communication by
going to a very great expense; the distance is not very great, but you have to
pass over a region .of swamp and morass, and a river which is not navigable;
there is "a line of detached lakes, communicating by streams and rivers, which
are not navigable.

312. lMr. Gregson.] Upon the whole, what inducements are there to attract
emigration-to these regions ?-I do not myself think that emigration can be

judiciously
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Judiciously directed to those regions. Undoubtedly there are the attractions
of a wild,, romantie mode of life. 'There is an abundance of the necessaries of
life at the Red River Settement, but there is no trade, or next to none, because
its interior position and its want of communication with the ocean add so much
to the freight upon all articles that they cannot be exported at a profit. 'But
persons who will be content with sufflicient for the passing hour, and who have
a turn for wild semi-civilised life,-will enjoy thenselves there very much.

313. Cliairman.] It is a pretty healthy country, is it not ?-Very healthy.
314. During your residencç in that country had you any opportunities of

forming an opinion of the general character of the government of the ,Iudson's
Bay Company, so far as relates to their conduct towards the Indians and their
mode of preserving the peace of the country ?-The best preservative for the
peace of the country was taken by the Hudson's Bay Company about the year
1832, when they entirely discontinued sending spirits into it, or, I believe, not
entirely, but almost entirely. Since that time blood feuds and quarrels among
the Indians have diminisbed very m'uch indeed. The white population is so
very small that there is very little crime, necessarily. What crime does occur
there, is, I believe, treated at the Red River Settlement by a recorder, the law
officer there, and he told me that the gaol was generally empty. I believe there
is very little crime there.

315. Is there security of travelling there ?-Perfect security, except at the
head of the Saskatchewan, and among the warlike tribes, who are sometimes no
respecters of persons, and who will pillage their best friends.

316. Mr. Charles Fitzwillian.] What do you call the warlike tribes ?-The
Blackfeet, mostly.

317. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Those which are nearest the frontiers ?-Yes.
318. Chairman.] Do you apprehend that there has been a very effectual

check lo the useof ardent spirits among the Indians, by the measures taken by
the Hudson's Bay Company ?-I am confident that there has, oVer the whole
region except the Saskatchewan, where the necéssity of meeting the American§
in some degree with their own weapons had obliged a very limited use of spirits ;
but the rule, if I am not misinformed, was, that for one gallon of ruin. they put
seven gallons of water; the spirit issued was so much diluted that it had not
much effect.

319. Mr. Charles Fitzrcilliam.] Is it not truèthat Americans trading in'liquor
are subject to a very severe fine ?-I believe there is that law in the United

tates, but it is evaded constantly.
320. Have you not heard of a trader being sent down in chains from the

post to the United States ?-No; I know that Americans do trade largely in
liquor on the Missouri.

32î. Mr. Boebuck.] You know nothing, you say, of Minesota?- Not
personally.

322.- I suppose you know from its position on the map, that there are no
furtber means for going to Minesota than to Lake Winnepeg ?-Minesota has a
dense, industrious, enterprising population to the south and east of it, con-
stantly pressing in that direction, but the Hudson's Bay territory is not quite
in that condition; you come down to the lower parts of, the Missouri, where
you get into a comparatively dense population. .

323. Iowa comes between ?-I include al that. There is no physical reason
wvhy the people there should not press onwards; and they are perpetually
pressing onwards into Minesota.

324. Is there any physical reason why they should not press across the
border, and come from Minesota to Lake Winnipeg ?-None at all. They do
not do so from the United States, which fact I think shows that the inducements
are not very great.

325. Woxld not the fact of its being British territory be a reason why they
should not cone across the border ?- 1 do not think that that would have any
influence; if they found it advantageous I think theywould do it.

326. Sir John Pakington.] Is the Indian population supposed to be decreasing
in those regions *- I fear there is no doubt that it is decreasing very rapidly. i

327. From natural causes, not fron -the effect of European encroachment ?-
I apprehend that European encroachment has had a great deal to do with it,

0.25. ,,' C 4 but
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Lieut.-ColoneI but it has been rather more fron moral influences than from any direct physical
J. 0. Lefroy, a. a. influences. I do not think, for example, that the traffic in liquor bas been

chargeable with it, which undoubtedly has been chargeable with it in other
23 February 1857. countries, or more to the south.

328. Chaiman.] When you say that the Indians have diminished, are you
speaking of the Hudson's Bay territory, as a whole, or are you referring to par-
ticular districts only; are you prepared to say that you believe that the number
of Indians within the limits of the Hudson's Bay territory, taken as a whole, has
diminished ?-When I was able to compare the estimate of the nuinber, which I
procured in 1844, with Sir John Franklin's of about 20 years previously, I
found a diminution of number; and the aggregate number which I was able to
establish by the best statisties that I could getrwas so very small that I cannot
but believe they nust have been more numerous, from the accounts vhich we
read of a century ago.

:329. Did their physical condition appear to you to be bad ?-Miserable in
many cases.

330. Mr. Roebuch.] Is it not a known fact that the brown race disappears in
proportion to the coming on of the white race ?- 1 think it is.

331. And the mere fact of a settlement, even at the lied River, would of
itself tend to diminish the red population ?-It would uindoubt'edly lead in that
direction; but the Red River Settlement is peculiarly situated ; the Indians in
that part of the country are not dirninishing so fast, because the buffalo'is not
decreasing, whikh is their great means of subsistence. As I mentioned before,
the buffalo swarms to the south of the Saskatchewan, and even to the north of
it; the Indians thiere are the finest, and I do not think they are diminishing
so much as elsewhere.

332. Chairman.] Did you thinkthat the physical condition of the Indian was
worse as you got to the north ?-Unquestionably, and also worse to the south ;
the physical condition of the Indians about the Lake of the Woods and the
Rainy Lake is very much worse, and ait round Lake Superior, within our own
region, than it is on the Saskatchewan, because-the resources of subsistence are
so much less; the Indians there are again and again in the most abject misery
by the falure of the precarious means of subistence which they have.

333. Had you any opportunity of seeing the condition of the Indians within
the Canadian territory ? -I have seen a good many of them from time to time.

334. What is their condition ?-They are comparatively comfortable; if not,
it is their owi fault.

335. They have property ?-Yes.
336. Even money in the funds ?-Some of them have.
337. Sir John Pakington.) Looking to this vast district between Canada and

the Pacific, there is a great portion of it, I apprehend, in which the white race
can hardly be said to be advancing as yet ?-Yes.

338. And over a great portion of that tract 1 presume there is no reason to
suppose that. the Indian population is deteriorating or diminishing ?-It is so,
I think, from causes which may appear rather remote. I believe there is a con-
stant depressing moral influence, which is caused by association with class-in
a superior condition of comfort to themselves; then they become reckless and
improvident ; they barter what is necessary to their' own subsistence, or to that
of their wives and children, which is equally important, for finery, things which
are of no real good to them; their good furs, which they hadi better wear them.
selves, they trade away for beads, and they go half clothed, and they contract
pulmonary complaints, and their children are born with weakened constitutions,
and their families are diminished in numler; the result is, that it is hard to
find an Indian fainiily of more than thre or four children. I remember an
iistance of one man who, I think, had niùe children, who was quite a pheno-
menon of paternity.

339. But surely your last answer applies to those cases in which the Indian
has been brought into contact with the European ?-They are all brought into
contact with the Europeans by constantly trading with them and depending
upon the European trade for their means of subsistence.

340. IR that answer correct as affects the whole of the great district to which
I have referred ?-With the exception of a very small district to the'north, on
what are called the barren grounds, where there are bands of Chipewyan Indians
subsisting on thle flesh of the reindeer, and where thê skin of the reindeer is

their
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their elothing, who rarely come to any forts for trade, because their country has
nothing valuable.

341. Do all the tribes between Canada and the Pacific occasionally visit the
forts for trade and communication ?-I can only speak of the west side from
hearsay; the Indians there have a great resource in the salmon, which abounds,
and, I believe, do not all corne to the forts; on the east they all come to the
forts.

342. Mr. Gurney.] With reference to the river between the Lake of the
Woods and the Rainy Lake, does the river at that part form the boundary
between the United States territory and the British territory ?-I think it does;
the boundary starts at the parallel of forty-nine degrees, I think, ta the north-
ward of that river.
. 343. Then one bank of the river is American and the other bank British ?-
Yes.

344 Is there any marked' difference as to the degree of settlement on the
two banks ?-There is none on either. ~

345. Although both are sufficiently fertile to allow of some settlement there ?
-I think there might be some settlement there.

346. Mr. Bell.] Are you aware of any settlement in the Hudson's ,Bay terri-
tory besides the Red River where any attempt has been made to civilize the
Indians ?-Such an attempt was made near Norway House, at the beae of Lake
Winnipeg, where there was a village of Cree Indians in a tolerable state of
civilization when I visited it.

347. Do you think they were diminishing or increasing ?-The experiment
had been so recently tried that I think it was impossible to say.

348. That is the only case you know of ?-That is the only case I know, of
aun attempt to collect the Indians and to settle them in a village. Sinçe tiat
time a small settlement has been formed at the Pas, at tlhe Basquiau River. It
was occasioned by the bequest of a private benevolent person, who left a sumn
of money to be laid out for that purpose, and it has been so done.

349. You have visited most of the establishments of the Hudson's Bay CoIn
pany '--Yes.

350. And that is the only instance ?-That is the only one thetI can think
of at this moment.

3,51. Mr. Roebuck.] Speaking generally, have not all attempts to'civiliže the
Indians. in North America failed ? -They die out in the process; soind progrees
has been made.

,35i. They disappear ?-Yes.
353.. Mr. Adderley.] You stated the population 6f the Red River Settlement

at 5,O04t--Yes.
354. Whàt time were you speaking of ?--Of 1843 and 1844.

.,355, Do you know at all what the population now is ?-- I do not.
356. In your opinion, how have the Company generally treated the Indians?

-r-It is necessary, i answering that.question, to draw a distinction betweenthe
Çompany in its corporate capacity as a body of non-resident 'shareholder;s; and
the Crqpany as a body of resident traders, its servants. The traders, almost
withont e'xception, as far as my observation, went, treated the Indians with
signpil kipdiess ard humanity. Many instances of their relieving them in their
ditress, and taking great pains to do so, came ta my knowledge. But then,
their means of doing so are in some degree contingent upon the financial
arrangements of the Company at large, over which they have no control, or.but
littie.

357. Drawing that distinction, what do you think is the, efféct upon the
hIdians of such arrangements made by the absentee proprietors ?-4 think the
Indiata sometimes suffer, because 1 think that the supplies of goods- sent by
the Company are sometimes inadequate. The traders can only do the best
with the goods which they have; they have nothing to do with what are
sent in.

356. Is.the want of supplies the only arrangement which you think defec-
tive ?-The principal one.

359. Chaîrman.] What is the -general character of the agents of the Hud-
sons Bay Company; as far as you could observe, were they respectable inen ?
-Very generally so; I never mingled with a body of men whose general
qualities seemed to me more entitled to iéspect. They are men of simple

0.25. - D primiitive

Lieut;-Colonel
J. H. £froy, R.A.

23 February i857.



Lie.-Colotiet
J. b. ufry. 85A.

23 Febiuary 1857.

- MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

primitive habits, leading the mQst hardy lives ; generalRy speaking, contented,
doing their duty faithfully to their employers, and in many, instances taking
sincere interest in the welfare of the Indians around them, and doing all they
au to benefit them, but the Indian is a very dilficult subject.

360. You think, upon the whole, that their conduet was that of men who
were doing their duty, and acting in a considerate manner towards the Indians ?
-I think so, most eminently.

361. Mr. Charles Fizwiiliam.] You say that the buffalo exists over this
territory on the bank ; can domestic cattle live there also ?-The buffalo exists
over it; there are domestie cattle at most of the forts now; a cow or two;
even low down on the Mackenzie's River they have domestic cattle; I was a
fellow-passenger with a bull in a small boat on that river.

362. They cau exist in the winter'r-They have to be housed ; but horses
exhibit extraordinary hardihood there; the horses I have known to pass the
winter In the open lir: at' Edmonton, subsisting themselves by what herbage
they could find under the -snow.

33. The buffaloes are generally fatter in winter than in-summer, are they
not ?-I believe so.

364. As spring cones, the cows, which are the fattest, I believe, imme-
diately waste almost to skeletons --I cannot speak with much authority
upon that point, but the annoyance of files in summer is so great, that I know
it frets the animals almost to death, and they lose flesh very much.

John Rae, Esq., X.n., called in; and Examined.
J. Rat, Vsq., . 365. Chairman.] I BELiEVE you are very conversant with the territory now

lu the occupation and managenent of the Hudson's Bay Company ?-With the
large portion eat of the Rocky Mountains.' I have never been across to the
*est.

36t6. Will you have the gooduess to state under wbat circumstances you have
beome aequainted with that country ?-I entered the service of the Company

'in 1833, and was stationed at Moose Factory, in latitude 510, on Hudson's Bay,
as medicalman, 10 years; during that time I saw a good deal of the natives of
that part of the country. After that, for the last eight or 10 years, I was
ernployed in arctic service, and spent some short time in Mackenzie s River. I
then, lu a *inter journey, passed from Mackenzie's River by the usual route
to the Red River, and down to St. Paul's across the frontier through the Statee.
Those are the only two districts in the country that I have been engaged in;
at Moose Factory ten years, in the Mackenzie River one year, andat York
Factory for one season; all the, rest of the time I have been employed in arctic
'service.

367. How long have you been employed in aretie service ?-Eight years
altogether; eight summers and four winters.

368. generaly, what is your opinion of th, capacity of ýthis
territory o the purposeà of settlement andt cultivation ?'-I have never been
in Sèàkatèhewan; but I know the character of the country from others; it is
all capable of cultivation I believe. The difficulty is the sanie as Colonel

e14froy tûetioned, the dlfficùIty of carrying out theproduce by Hudson's Bay,
or; by communication by the 8tates, because in the States of coarse there is
the tame sort of produce nearer at haud, and of course the expense of carrying
this rodtice from the Saskatchewan to market would do away with any profits
that could be derived from It.

69. But you believe that, as far as soil and climate are concerned, there is
in'that pirt' of the Hudson's Bay territory a considerable district of country
suitable fôr cultivation nd, for settlement ?-Quite so; it will be capable of

ssoon as the country grows p to it; the country must grow up
it; the sa~in ait does lu the States. I passed through the States from the Red

River, and'the-countybas rd ybeen settiu:; there was still about 400
mileg of quite uncultivated cout g betwb aand the farthest part
'settIèdby the Aineticans, when~ I passed down in 1852.3

far as ú yy an~foria ia conjecture, supposing that country wàs entitely
open for purposes of sèttlement, do you think that there would be a disposition on
the ôat o fémigrants to go there ?-Never, until the country is settledjip near

Sfro the' Statôs, teoause ast soou as settlers attempted to xsàle -Ùere

- 26



SELEGOT COMMITTEE-ON THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY. ï7

tbe ldiasu would attack them ; it is a bufalo-hunting country. The greater . Rae Eui. x.
portion of the Indians are warlike in that part; I should- believe that that
would be the consequence; I only speak from supposition, because I bave sa February 1057.
never been in the Saskatchawen; but I know that the habits of the Indians are
rather warlike.

371. Your opinion seems te be, that if there Was nothing te preveut it,
settlement in that district of the country would net be inmediate, but would
be gradual, and would be certain ?-Quite se; when the country gradually
settles up te it; the produce cannot be carried out to Hudson's Bay, the
difmiculty of road is so great; that is my impression.

372. You have stated that you were in the service of the Hudson's Bay
Company ?-For 23 years.

373. Are ypu still in their service ?-No; I left their service last year.
374. You are now quite independent of themn ?-Yes.
375. What is your opinion of the system' pursued by that Company, sa far

as relates to the Indian population ?-The system pursued is as fair, I think,
towards the Indian as possible; the Comnpany's tarif with the Indians is one
of the principal things I wish te mention ; the tarif is formed in a peculiar way,
and necessarily so ; the sums given for furs do not ceoincide with the value of
the furs traded for with them, because the mausk-rat, or the less valuable furs,
are paid for at a higher rate ; were the Company te pay for the finer furs at the
same rate, the,Indians would hunt up the finer furs and destroy.them off; as
bas been done al along the frontier, and we should then require to reduce the
price for the musk-rat and the inferior furs, and the Indians would not hunt
them at ail; the hidians would néver understand our varying the prices of the
furs according to the prices bere; the consequence would be tha1 the Indiau
would not be a bit better off, and he would kill up all thç finer ani»alq and
leave the musk-rat and ordinary furs unaffected, r

376. You have stated that, in your opinion there is a portion of the territory
now belonging to the, Hudson's Bay Company to the south, whieh;imay-be at
no distant period avaitable for the purposes of settleiment; what is, ygur opiuiqa,
in that respect, with regard te that vast district of country nhih lies te the
north of the region which you have referred to ?-As fer as I an pnswer, we
could not. grow wheat. At Moose Factory, in, latitude 51, barley would, eot
ripen ; you could not depend upon it. Potatoeswere very variable ; isome1t ies
they would give five or six fold ; that was- the bighe4t I sawvL think> durig
So years; sometimes the crop yielded sesrcely the seed.., .

377. Do you believe that, under any <irçumstancesi there would be the
slightest probability of settlement taking plaee in that great district çf counry
within, the, next 20 years, for instance 1-I thinl%,lecidedly not ; it ,must be
pushed up from the south; I mean, not to pay; people might setle. No
peron wôuld go there te settle unless he was paid, for it, -and pa| ell.
I apply my answer to the woodedcountry.-

3.8. Vou think there -wôûld be nao induçement for, persona to go there
exdépt for the purposes of fur trading ?-Only that ; and then they woukd
requiref to- have the exclusive right te trade; .any opposition would do away
witb any.profits or advantages from it to a great extent.

' 379.What, in your opinion, would be the 'cQnseqUEnces of throwig pen
the present exclusive syste'th of fur trading,to the publie genera»y, and lettig
anybody who chose go and, trade for furs - there, a4d kilt the fîu-èariigg
animalg ?-The effect .would be, the introductic of spirits, among the jndimps
again, and the demoralization of the ladians.

380. I)o you think that the tffect would bt the extirpation of the fur.beariug
animial?-n.-a great measure; it would lead te that, because trappers would
be séditîn. PëopIé woulddme Up and killthe anixmals thvmselves aistead 'of
leaving the Indians to-hunt over -the grounds; they would ili them at al
seas,ns wbereas the Hudson's Bay Company discouragethe-killing themip e
siuiner tiLùe; they distourage the Indians froin killing them in the breeding

381. Do you consider the fur trade in its very nature to be necesarily and
ess a nioniopoly?- think that te continue it regularly it requires to he
a-nonopt in some bands something similar to what it is now.

32. Wo4kI not the effect of throwing it open be that it would give a great
stimulus -twt for. the, next few years, and absoltely destroy it afterwards ?-

025 D 1 Yes,
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J. Rae, Esq., â.». Yes, and when the fur-bearing animals were hunted up, the country would b
left a wreck.

23 Ftbruary 1857, 383. What would be the effect of such a proceess upon the Indian tribes ?-
Most injurious, I should fancy.

384. You say because spirits would be introduced ?-That would be à great
injury. They would get much better paid for their furs for a time, but the
effect after, say eight, or 10, or 12 years, or I will not say what number of
years; but after a lapse of years, not a very long period, would be to demo.
ralize the Indians ; they would kill up the, principal finer furs, and it would do
no good to any person, because the parties coming in, if there was opposition,
could not make a profit.

385. Do you think that it would be possible to provide, by some arrangement
with, the Budson's Bay Company, for the retention of the fur trade in their
bauds in those regions which are fit for nothing but the fur trade, and eau be
oly fit for the fur trade for some tine to come, and at the saie time to open
up, for the purposes of colonization, all such parts of the country as it is at ail
reasonable to suppose within the next 20 years, for instance, could be settled
and colonized ?-I should be rather at a loss to give an opinion upon that
subject, as I bave not studied the circumastances; it would be very difficult to
make the arrangement; it would be an excellent one, I believe, if it could be
effected.

386. You think that if it could be done it would be a desirable arrangement
to make ?-A very desirable one indeed.

387. Why do you think that it could not be done --I do not say that it
could not be doue, but it would be difficult; I could not give a reason why it
should not be done. 1 have not studied the subject.

388. I believe the Russians have a fur trading establishment on the extrerne
north-west point of North America? -Yes ; it comes id contact with Mackenzie's
River, the district of which I was in charge for one season.

389. Are you aware of any arrangement which the Russian Company have
made with the 1Iudson's Bay Company, by which the most valuable portion of
their fur-trading territory is leased to the Hudson's Bay Company on certain
conditions ?-There was an arrangement of that sort some years ago ; 1 cannot
say whether it is still in force; it wua a lease not of the whole, but of the strip
of land which you will see in the charts running along the shore.

390. Do you know what were the motives of the Russian Company for
coming to that arrangement ?-I do not.

391. Mi•. Charles Fitzwuiïam.] You say that you were in charge of the
district on Mackenzie's River; can you state to the Committee the alimate and
the capabilities of the land there ?-The climate is a severe one; but we grew
bârley at Fort Simpson, in latitude 62° or 63°, I thînk ; we grew barley at Fort
Liard; we grew barley at the Yukon, which is close to the Russian territory ;-
that is a post which was established some time ago; we.could grow wheat at
no place in the district; barley is grown at ail the posts except three, Fort
Norman, Peel's River, and Fort Goodhope, which are far down the river.

392. Mr. Adderey.] In what year were you on Mackenzie's River?-In
1849-50.

393. Have you been" at long intervals of time on the same spot ?-I have
been four years there at different times; I vas two years wintered there in the
expedition, but I vas only one year in charge of the district.

394. Did you see anything of the Red River settlement at long intervals of
time ?-No; I wýts only there part of a winter on two occasions, and once in
spring.

395. You cannot speak to any alteration of climate in spots which have been
settled?-No, I cannot ; but I eau say with regard to the tracd of country of,
,which we are speaking, namely, the woody country, that there is an influence
against its being affeeted by clearance, which does not exist in other parts of
the world. There is the large Hudson's Bay opening up to the north, where
there la a continual flow of ice during the 'whole summer ; it is frozen up seven
de eight months in the, wiater, and-in the sunmer season there is a constant
influx of ice whicf këeéps the climate coldér than it otherwise would be for per-
haps 10O or 200 miles irland in, ail directions; that is an influence which does
niot exist elsewhere, and which would affect the climate, I think.

396. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] While you were at Mackenzie's River, yoà, I
dare
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dare say, visited Banks' or Baring Island ?-I visited Wollaston and Victoria J. Rae, Esq., u-D.
Lands, I surveyed all the southern coasts there.

397. You were not on Banks' Island ?-No. I was not so far north. 23 February 1857.
398. Then you cannot speak to the natural productions of that land ?-No;

there is nothing to be found on the neighbouring lands, the Wollaston and
Victoria Lands, except limestone ; a little trap and sandstone rock are seen.

399. I thought that coal was to be found on Banks' Island ?-They have found¢
thal there, but on the land that I was over there is no symptom of coal; the
whole coast is bare limestone.

-400. ls it a coal or an ignite ?-I arm not quite sure. I have seen none of
the specimens. I think it is a coal; there are no great quantities of it found.

40 1. Are animals found on it ?-Yes ; rein deer and musk ox.
402. Does the musk ox require a very coldeglimate ?-Generally; it is seldom

seen south of the Arctic Cirele.
403. Mr. Lowe.] You heard Colonel Lefroy express some doubt whether the

Company did all they could for the lndians in thç matter4of gouds being sent
out; what do you think on that subject ?-I have never mit-twith that myself.

404. What do you understand by it ?--What Colonel Lefroy, I think, alluded
to, was the deficiency of ammunition for a year or two at the Athabasca and the
Mackenzie Rivers.

405. Ammunition to be supplied to the Indians ?-Yes; I have heard a dif.
ferent reason for that, from that given by Colonel Lefroy. The gentleman in
charge of those dist-icts appeared to be very close and anxious to make a very
large traffic at a very little expense ; and goods were actually forced upon him
from the depôt at York Factory; I have authority for saying so; and mo-e
goods were actually sent up than the gentleman asked on lis requisition.

406. Was that the only-defect ?-That was the principal one.
407. Do you tbink that it would he a good plan if the Company were to fur-

nish goods in great abundance, and with great facility to the Indians ?-Clearly,
and they do so generally; it is their object both to clothe the Indians well and to
give them plenty of ammnunition, because the better they are fed, and the better'
they are clothed, the better they will hunt.

408. Do you give thern those things, or do they trade for them?-They get
thein b advance ; they get their goods all uipon credit ; not to keep them under
subjection to the Company; but the Indian is so improvident that if lie were
paid in the spring lie would waste everything before winter. Several attempts
have been made to do it, and their debts have been cancelled to them ; but it
tould never be done except at two or three of the forts, where we gave them
employnent in the summer; when they sometimes earned froni 12 L. to 25 L,
worth of goods in a season.

409. Mr. 'Charles ftzwilliam.] Does that inean 25 L worth of goods at the
price of ihe country, or in the market in London ?-At fifty per cent. on the
prime cost here, which we put on for charges of freight, los, damage,
and loss of interest. Let me add, to show that this per-centage is not
exorbitant, that our servants buy goods, and take tbem up from the Bay to the
United States, at St. Mary's, and sell their clothes to the Americans, a profit
being thus made.

410. Lord Stanley.] You say that 50 per cent. upon the sprime cost in
England is' the rent-charge to the Indiaps ?-That is the tariff, to the servants ;
and in supplying the Iùdians at that price thJIndis can gain by their labour

t that rate, goods to the value of 12 L. to 25 1. in the sammeesorr
411-. Are thè prices of goods sold to the Indians uniform throughout the

distriet, dó is there any increase cousequent upon the greater distance in the
case, for instànce, of forts upon the Mackenzie ?-The tariff is increased there;
it is higher: but to show that it is not exorbitant, compared with other traders,
we sell our goods at Mackenzie's River, at Fort Simpson, upwards of 100 per
cent. eheaper than they are sold in the Rtussian settlements over in the Russian
territory, and the Hudson's Bay Company's goods have much further to go.

412. Do you know whether the Itussian Company has any monopoly or
not ?-It is a gdvernment thing; of course it is a monopoly.

43 Tlidriyou äre merely conparing one monopoly with another moriopoly?
LYes; at Fort Simpson we have no opposition, and we selt the goods at that
rate.

0.25. D 3 414. Ia
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J. Rat, sq., m.a. 414. la it not a fact that in those parts of the territory which border upon
Canada and the United States there bas been a good deal of trouble with

23 February 1î87. interlopers ?-Yes; and there higher prices are given for the furs, consequently
all the finer furs have been killed up ; the opposition does not pay ; there are
no profits.

41.5. In those districts has not the Company, on various occasions, paid large
sums to traders to take themselves out of the country ?-Never that I heard of.
I have heard of the Company buying their furs, and taking the traderà into
the service frequently, which I think a very bad plan.

416. Buying off their opposition ?-I never knew anything of that kind, but
I think it a bad plan to buy up their furs at any time, if they are admitted
into the service and make a little money, they -use it against the company after-
wards; theyi frequently have done so.

417. Mr. Bell.] Do you think that the settlement of the Indians is advan-
tageous or disadvantageous to the fur trade?-1 should think it is not disadvan.
tageous, because the winter is the time at which they hunt; consequently they
can employ the whole sumner season to cultivate the ground, and it would
maake tliem better off ; I believe that the settlement of Indians at Norway House
hunt as well as they did before.

418. Do you know why attempts have not been made to settle them at other
forts ?-There have been attempts, that is to say, it was attempted at Moose
Factory when I was there.

419. Which Moose Factory do you mean ?-The one at James's Bay; I have
known seed potatoes given, which is the only crop that can be grown there
with cettainty; tools have been given, and ground that had been cultivated, and
food for a few days; they would plant their potatoes and never come back to
attend to them ; I have known that doue twoseasons while I was at the Moosç
Factory.

42o. Have the missionaries who have been anxious to civilise them been
ehcoiraged to do.so ?--They have, wherever it is practicable, but I cannot speak
of other parts of the country except at Moose, where the climate is not very
'suitable for growing.

421. Mr. Grogan.] You stated that at Moose Factory an attempt had been
Made to settle the Indians by giving them seed and ground for potatoes ?-Yes.

422. Were the Indians that you. referred to the ordinary residents of that
place ?-Yes , tbey came in to trade, to barter there.

423. Did they return to the factory after they had sown the potatoes ?-They
retumhed frequently, and they left theuà to get destroyed; they never looked at
them again; they never thought it worth while to dig them out or hoe them
out.

424. Did they kiôw the potato practicaIly ?-Perfectly well; they used to
iie supplied eit the forts with potatoes when they came iu, and they knew the
use of them..

425: Mi.'Bll.] Then do you attribute that circumstance to the particular
character of those Indians, because I have read that on the western side of
the Rtoeky Moùntairns the Indians sow potatoes.in large quantities for their sub-
sistence ?-Yes ; they are a different race ; we have found that although the
Indian works well, in the Company's service lie will not settle down generally ;
there are many excéptions. I cannot speak of the west side of the rnountains;
I know from hearéay that what you have stated is correct.

426. Do you know what is thecause of the failure of the experiment in the
place to which -you allude, for it has answered in some places; at the Red
River Settlement, for instance, and Norway House, if not in other parts?--It
has not antswered fully-in'either place; they never become great farmera, and

C i believe it arises from a fondness for the chase; they object to settle down
anywhere for a length of time.

427.' Have the half-breeds the sane objection to settle down as the pure
Indians ?-The French half-breeds bave, but the English half-breeds have not so
t1uch so.

428. ls there much union of the English and the Indian races going on
,There is ; it -arose friom the Company's servants and people marrying Indian
wornen; Îhere is not so mueh of it now as there was originally, because many
of the half-breeds are growing up, and they intermarry with them instead.

429. Have
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429. Have you heard the statement, that south of the Saskatcbewan River
the English blood is so mixed up that there are no perfectly pure Indians
there ?-I think it is incorrect; south of the Saskatchewan the Indians are
most free from cross of any kind. I understand that thley are less crossed
than any other with white blood from all that I have heard; I cannot speak
from my own knowledge.

430. How far north have you travelled on the Mackenzie River ?-I have
been down to the mouth ; I went down to the mouth with Sir John Richardson
in 1848.

431. Have you been westward along the coast ?-Never westward.
432. You do not know what facility there is for ships sailing round to the

month of the Mackenzie ?-The only cases of their having come round were
those of Captain M'Clure and Captain Collinson ; they passed there.

433. That arises from the great obstruction ?-Yes, frorn the ice ; those were
the only two instances where they managed to get through.

434. Mr. Roebuck.] How far north have you ever been in Scotland -- To
'the Orkneys and Shetland.

435. Comparing the climate of the Orkneys with the climate at York on
Hudson's Bay, where was the great difference ?-The difference was, that the
summer was much as our summer in Orkney is ; but the winter, of course,
extended over seven to eight months, when there was no navigation. The
winter sets in in the beginning of November, and the ice does not get away
from the river before June. I could not get across the north river at York
Factory, on account of ice, before the 1oth or 12th of June.

436. Can they grow wheat in the Orkneys ?-It will ripen in smal quan-
tities, but it is not generaUly grown ; barley and oats are generally grown.

437. But you can grow wheat at York ?-Never.
438. The climate in the summer, I take it, is fluer than at the Orkneys ?-

It is milder, a little; but it is more irregular because we have frosts, owing to
the ice being in the Bay close off York ; you can see ice in the Bay-ahnost the
whole season round.

439. Going further south, have you ever been to Lake Winnipeg?-Yes; I
have passed through it several times.

440. Have you been in that part of the country through the twelve months?
-No. d

441. You do not know when the winter begins to the south of Lake Win-
nipeg ?-The winter begins about November, that is to §ay, the ice be n to
shut up the navigation by the end of October ; the little rivera and 1es 'are
impassable about the'end of October.

442. When does the winter end there ?-You can get ihrough Lake Winuipeg
sometimes about the lst of June; at other times you may be stopped by ice
up to the middle of June; when I went through with Sir John Richardson we
were stopped in that way.

443 Agricultural operations you think would not -begin before June near
Lake Winnipeg ?-No; not to go through theLake.

444. You say that you went froin the boundary over to the United States ?-
Yes.

445. Did you go through Minesota ?-Yes, to St. Pau's,
446. At what time of the yeei was that ?-in the winter.
447. SO that you .could not very well judge of the difference between

Minesota and the country round Lake Winnipeg ?-No, I could not tell further
than that it is a perfectly level tract-between Red River and Minesota; thete
arené hills or difficulties in the way of travelling.

448. On the Saskatchewan I believe you have never been ?-I have never
been upthere. ý 1 '1

449. What part of the territory then is it that ypu say is perfectly ft for
agriculture?-[ speak of theSaskatchewan from hearsay, not 'rorgi persona4
knowledge. a e t t f î a

450. Round about Lake Winnipeg is it fit for agriculture ?-It is a t
sandy place, full of marshes along the -noreih shore of Lake- Wuxnipçg; we
sometimes had to go many miles before we could. get -ground -to imake an
encampment on; sometimes we had to travel, half the -ight before we could
make an encampment.

0.25. D 4 451. WNs

2. Fe, reU..

23 February 1857-
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J. Rae, Esq., a.n. 451. Was thatduring the winter-2-No, in the suwer time,
452. Then you have travelled in that portion of the world in the sann1mer,

a3 February 1857. but not through NIMinesota ?-No.
453. Were you ever at the Red River Settlement during the Summer ?-o.

a short time in the spring.
454. What sort of land is it about there ?-Very excellent ground ; rich, good

ground.
455. When you passed through Red River and afterwards thgough Minesota,

did you see any great difference between the appearance of that country rougd
the Red River and Minesota ?-Very little; it was all covered with snow at the
tine; I could not judge.

456. Are they peopling Minesota now from the United States ?-When I
passed up 1 found no settlements for about 400 miles, between Crow Wing a4d
Pembina. I saw the small trading posts, with a little piece of land cultivated on
themn, but no settlements that could be called so.

457. Mr. Charles Fizmilliam.] Where is Crow Wing ?-It is marked as the
Crow Wing River beyond St. Anthony, to the north of St. Paul's.

458.'Mr. Lowe.] Is the Crow Wing Rivera tributary of the Mississippi?,-It
is one of the tributaries of the St. Peter's.

459. Which runs into the Mississippi?-Yes.
460. Mr. Roebuck.] I believe now Minesota is a territory, is it not ?-Yes.
461. Did it become a territory lately ?-In 1852.; it was beconling a territory

I think either in 1851 or 1852, when I was passing through.
461z. Wisconsin is a'state, is it not ?-Yes.
4e3. Is Wisconsin peopled thorçughly, or is a large portion of it.still wild ?-

A very large portion; at least the portion that I travelled through was wild.
464. W hilst Wisconsin remained wild, Alinesota was begun ?-Minesota, up

north as far as St. Paul's, seems to be pretty well settled; that is to say, there
are now houses; but beyond that, between that and Red River, there sieered
to be from 300 to 400 miles, by the route I took about 450 miles, n4ot settle¢.

465. While very large portions of Wisconsin remained uninhabited, a portion
of the territory of Minesota became peopled?-I cannot give you reasons,
because I merely speak of the route that I passed through.

466. Did you pass through Wisconsin ?- passed through a very small por-
tion of it.

467. Was that part of Wisconsin through which you passed uncultvated; was
there a large portion of the territory unceded ?-There vwas a large portion
which seemed scarcely settled; there were saw-mills, and things of that kind.

468. At that very time there were people in Minesota ?--Yes.
469. So that Minesota began to be peopled before Wisconsiri was full of

inhabitants ?-Clearly because they followed the route of the river. They
could get steam-boats completely up to Minesota, up te St. Paufs. The steam-
boa.ts came ail the way up the Mississippi ivith one small break.

470. So that we may conclude that people would go to a new territory if
there were inducements to go there, though Canada should still retain lands
uncultivated, unsettled, unceded ?-Yes, if there were indcements sufficient ;
but the Anericans have not had inducements yet topush up beyond, except at
St. Peter's River.

471. Going to a different subject, you spoke of the tariff.estabJished by the
Hudsor's Bay Company; do reot they establish a tariff upon the goods they sell
and the goods they buy ?-Yes; they establish there a tariff for their. servants.

442. So that if a man sells you a heaver skin, and you sell hint a flannel
shirt. you put your own price upon the flannel shirt, and upon the beayer skin?
-There is a diferent settlement of tariffor the Indian, and for the servant.

473. Do not you put your own price upon the flannel shirt and upon the
beaver skin ?-Yes; 50 per cent. is the price put on.

474. For example, we will take an, item ; take a flannel shirt ; suppose it
cost here half-a-crown, you say you 'put 50 peî cent. upon that ?-Yes.

475. Fifty per cent. would be added to the half-crown when it got to York;
if you took it to the Mackenzie River how much would be added to it there ?
-Nothing to the servant; our tarif is higher there.

476. I am talking of the Indian ?- I do not understand the question. Our
tariffs are muade; there is 50 per cent., a fixed tarif, put on for the swyant.

477. We
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477. We will not talk about the servant ?-Then this article is sold to the J. Rae, Esq., U. D.

Indian; there is a certain tarif made without any fixed per-centage. The
articles that are useful, such as woollens, guns, and absolute necessaries, are 23 February 1857.
soldto the lndiain at a comparatively cheap, rate; there is no fixed percentage
upon thema.

478. So that in fact there is no tarif at all to the Indian ?-I nevër made
out the tarif, but this is the way in which we did it. Supposiig there was a
valuable skin, we could not par the Indian for that in the same proportion as
its value.

479. I am ,not asking tbat question; I am asking you wbether you do not
put your own price upon the goods you sell to the Indian, without regard to
any tarif whatever?-Exactly so, but there is a fixed prise that the Indian
perfectly understands; thee is no regular percentage put on.

480. You lived some tinmaat York ?-At Moose, in James's l3ay.
481. Do you know what the tariff was there to the Indian ?-Yes ; as f4r as

I remember, it was from 2 s. 6 d. to 3 s. for what we called a made beaver.
482. What was the tariff upon goods taken frorn Jengland and sold to the

Indian there ?-I do not knov the,; I did not uake out the tarif.
483. Were you there 10 years without ever learning that fact ?-Yes ; it is

difficult to learn.
484- Why difficuit to learn -- Because I find that they have no fixed tariff

made out upon the plan you have spoken of, wherever it is. There is no fixed
per-centage put on the goods anywhere, wherever we have traded with them,
or wherever any person.else lhas tradea1 with tbetn.

485. Mr. Lowe.] Do you ask the Indians different prices for goods at differ.
ent times ?-Never; we cannot vary the price.

486. A beaver skin will always command the sane amount of European
goods ?-At the same place.

487. Mr. Roebuck.] Are there not varieties of beaver skins ?-Yes ; but the
beaver skin is the standard; a large beaver making one skin.

488. Do you give the sawte price -for every beaver skin ?-Certainly
not; two small ones go for a large beaver; two martens go for a large
beaver.

489. Who determines whether it is a small or a large beaver ?-The Indians
themselves determine it; they know it perfectly well, and so does any man
who is acquainted with it; any man who looks at it can tell the age of a
beaver.

49o. Lord Stanley.] Whèn you say that a beaver skin commnands a fixed
price, you mean, of course, a skin of the average size ?-A skin of the average
size ; a good large skin killed in-winter or in spring.

491. Mr. C4arles Fitzwilliam.] When you talk of'a thing costing so nany
beavers, you mean that they wmay give a beaver skih and five or six: racoon
skins, or marten skins, in the ssmnUe way that in the buffalo country they talk of
a thing being worth so many robes ?-Yes.
' 492, If you bought a, horsefrom an Indian you would give him so many

,-ýbeavers for it ?-Yes.
. 493. If you sold a gun, you would say, Il I will take so many beavers for

it ?"-~Yes; it is a thing perfectly understood by the Indian.
-494. The beavers being the current coin of the country ?-Yes ; the sane as

the current coin of this country. The Indian understands it, and no one
will do anything uütil he gets up to the standard price.

495, lMr. Roebuck.] If a man came witb ten 'beaver skins to the factory at
Vloose ]River, you say that Le would know what prie was fo be put upon those

beaver Akins ; but would he know the price to be put upon the Europeán goods ?
-He does inot know anytbing about the' price of the European goods to him.
He knows exactly the articles that he wats; i e knows how niany skins ho ha§
got, and he knows what he can get for them.

496, Who determines how, nuckh he çan get?-It wàs determined long
before I entered the service.

497.. It never varies ?-It never varies much; it was increased gMe years
ago in-favour of the-Indias.aad yer

498. So that, as goods in Eigland become cheaper, they do not beobme
cheaper li ludson's Bay,?-No ; and if the furs sell cheaper we do not give
less for them to the Indiauu.
S.25.. SO
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J. Rae, Esq., 3t. D.

23 February 1857-

499. So that, if by improvements in manufacture here, you can manufacture
a woollen shirt at one-fourth of the money previously charged,.you still ask him
the saine sum that it cost when it was four times as dear ?-The tariff bas been
cheapened to the Indian several times; it has been several times altered in bis
favour. That tariff was made long before I entered the service; 1 do not know
what rules it was made by; but I suppose it was so adjusted that there was a
fair profit to be got from the business.

500. Mr. EZdward Ellis.] Do you remember what was usually given for a
beaver ?-A blanket was four beavers, but if you got the value of it in musk-rats
you would not have above a shilling or two profit, which would not cover the
expense; ten rats go to a beaver; ten rats, a few years ago, would sell in the
London market for, about 3s.; they are higher now.

50 . Mr. Roebuck.] Have you happened to see the account of Hudson's Bay,
published by Chambers ?-No.

502. If a tatemient is therein made of a coat being charged 10. or 121, to
the Indian, i is incorrect ?-Certainly; it may have, cost him that, but the
chances are tliat it only cost him 2 L. or 50sY.; it depends upon the skins he gave
for it. The taiff is an arbitrary thing ; if you paid for the silver fox and for the
marten according to their value, the Indians would hunt up those skins and
destroy them in a very short time; they would not think of huntîng the infe-
rior skins of the musk-rat, which form about half the returns of the southern
districts; and 'the Indians would not be any better off.

503. Sir Join Pakington.j If I understand your use of the word " tariff," it
is a written scale of prides according to whieh the goods which. the Indians
require are supplied to them, estimated inbeavere ?-Exactly.

504. What is the money result as regards the payment made by the Indians
for those goods so supplied to them, of course taking the average value of the
skins ; you have said that the servants pay fifty per cent. on the London price;
what do you suppose the Indians pay?-Much higher.

505. How much higher ?-I cannôt say; it varies.
5u6. Do you think they pay 200 per cent. on the London price ?-I should

think they do.
507. Do you think they pay 500 per cent. ?f-I cannot say.
5*8. Do you think they pay very mnuch more than 200 per cent.?-I should

think they pay more 'than that, but it is a calculation thet I nçver entered
into; it varies so much with the prices of the furs, and the quantities of skins
obtaiied.

509. You say you have never entered into the calculation; at the sanie time
you seem to have an accurate idea to this extent,. that they pay more than 200
per cent. upon the cost price in London ?-Yes.

51o. Do you think they pay 300 per cent. ?-They mny; t never made a
computation.

511. Do you think if anybody said that they paid 500 per cent. it would be
at all an extreme statement ?-I cannot tell you; I never made the calculation.
Besides which I have been for the last eight or 10 years employed in quite a
different service, and have had little to do with the Companys affairs.

512. Whei4did yoiu leave the service of the Hludson's Bay Comapany ?- 'Only
in 1856, but Ainee 1847 or 1846 I have been almost wholly employed in arctie
service, congquently I haye been only one year on actual duty in theCon-
pany's service since thei, and I can only speak generally.
• 513. I think you stated that you, had been in the service of the Hudson's
Bay Company for a very long tirne ?-Twenty-three years

54, Where did you chiefiy reside during that time ?-Moose Factory was
the place where I remalned longest. I was there 10 years.

515. The neigkbôrhood of the Moose Settlement being the part of the
district with which you are most familiar, as I understand you, is there much
wood aboutthat part of thè country ?-Thère is pine wood.,

516. ls it extensively wooded ?-It is well wooded.
5 17. Are there èxtensive forests' -There are extensive forests.
5 18. There is not.-much prairie about-there ?-Mereyt swamp.-
519. Does the *6od grow to any latgé size ?-About two or two and a half

feet in diameter is about the lai-gest thát I have seen.
520. Mr. 'Edwad È11ke.] Does not the profit made upon the article that is

givèn
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given for the beaver in the country depend upon what the beaver sells for in J. Rae, Esq., x4.
London ?-Of course, entirely.

521. Do you remember the price of beaver a pound some 20 years ago in 23 February i87.
London ?- do not.

.522. Was it 30 s. ?-About 30s. or 32 s. -

523. Do you remember what it was selling for about three years ago ?-
Seven shillings or eight shillings a pound.

524. It is now, 1 believe, about 13 s.?--Yes.
52b. Mr. Percy Herbert.] What is the weight of an average beaver ?-About

a pound ; some of ,the large ones are a pound and a quarter.
526. Mr. Grogan:] Am I ta understand you to say, that in fact the whole

trade there is one of traffic '-Yes.
527. And that the beaver is the unit of computation in the purchase and sale

of any article ?-Yes; it is the currency understood by the Indian.
528. I think you statéd that latterly the tariff for that barter had been aug-

mented by the Company in favor of the Indian ?-Yes.
529. That is, that they allow a larger quantity of European goods for the

beavers than they formerly did -- Yes; there was a modification of the tariff
in favour of -the-Indians sorme years ago; I forget the season.

530. How do you reconcile that with the fact which we have just heard, that
the value of beaver has fallen from 30 s. to 7 s. or 8 s., or 13 s. ?-1 do not
know the reason for making'this modification.

531. Have you any impression on your mind that the Company are carrying
on an unfortunate trade ?-No, I think not.

532. How does it arise that the Company are able, notwithstanding the great
reduction in the value of beaver, to give a larger quantity of European goods
to the Indian and still have a large profit ?--It arose, I fancy, from the fact that
European goods got cheaper; that is the only way that I can account for it; I
was ordered to make amodification at Mackenzie's River, and I would not do it,
except to a small extent, because I found that things wefit on just as well; that
the Indians could clothe thenselves very well if they did any work.

533. Are the goods furnished to the servants of the Company and to the
Indians the same in quality ?--Exactly the same.

534. Are the Indians aware that they pay a higher rate for them than the
Company's servants are charged ?-They do not seem to be aware of it; they
are not told that they pay a higher value, but they are quite satisfied with tfheir
treatment generally, and the Indian can clothe himself and get ail his requisites
if he likes ta work.

535. Mr. Bell.] Has the same reduction taken place with regard to other
furs besides the beaver ; the silver fox, for instance; is that selling at a pro.
portionately lower price now to the beaver ?-No, I believe not.

536. Is it bigher ?-It is about the same that it always has been ; they vary
considerably ; some kinds of fur go out of fashion, and others come in.

537. Has the general average price of furs in this country fallen within the
last 20 years, or risén?-Some have varied. I do not think the average price
on the whole -bas altered;. but beavers have fallen very much, and they were
the principal returns of the country at that time.

538. And some have risen ?-Yes; 1 believe a few have risen.
539. Mr. Rôeb«ccj I suppose, during your-residence at Moose Factor you

saw the tradipg with the Irdians ?- i saw it ; I was _not à trader, but I saw
the mode of trading.

540. J vill read you a deseription given of hat mxode of trading, and will
ask yuu whether it be a correct one: "Thus, an Indian arriving at one of the
Company's establishiments. with a bundle of fors, whiçh hé intends to trade,
prpceed, in, the first instance, to the trading rqopi ; therethe trader sepat:ates
the furs into lots, and, after adding up tme oxnount, dehvers to" the Indian
a number of little pieces of wood, in 'çating the kurppber of naebea4er to
which his hunt amnounts, le is nextl taken tp the s -g..t on where hi finds
imefsurrounded gas, knivespo4erhorns
lfnts -axes, &o. each articlehas r 'd value i madie-beaer. A lop-

coat, for etample, is 12 mde-be4vers, for lich the hldign da$1vers pp 1'2 of
bis pieces of wood ; for agun he gives 20; fora knife, 2 ; and so on,,uIntil hia
stock of Wooden cash, is expended." Have you ever seen thàt, process ?-

0, 25., ea ' ' 1 2, CertainlY;
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J. Rat, Esq, x. . Certainly; but a coat generally costs five or six ski s. The process is true;
but the details are not true.

03 February 1857. 541. I will now read to you fron the "Indian 'ff of the territory embraced
within the Royal License, situated east of the R ky Mountains." I find that
a gun, which in England cost 22s., is charg d to the Indian 20 béavers,
equivalent in market value to 32 i. 10 s.; is tha anything according with your
experience ?-It was true many years ago, but it'is not true at present.

542. Have you wonderfully reformed- of lat ?-No, but the price of beaver
is not that; it is 13 s. in the market at the p esent day.

543. Then the Indian would have to ive more beavers ?-No, it would still
be the same ; and the gun might rise t 3 s. or 40s.

544. la marten skins he gives for th s me gun, costing 22 s., 60 skins, and
their value is 46 1. 10 s. ?-I never sa ore than two martens go to a beaver
since I have been in the service.

545. He gives five silver fox skins fo the same gun, and their market value
is 50 1. ?-Yes, it is true.

545* Do they descend to musk- a , which forn half the stock ?-At some
places.

546. They do not say anyth' about musk-rats ?-No; that is just the
thing; there is little or no ga upon them. Let me give my side of the
tariff: ten rats go to a beaver; f a gun it would be 200 rots, and the price in
the market, some years ago, w s d. or 4 d. a skin.

547. Mr. Grogan.] How a y beavers go to a gun ?-Twenty by that
account, and that is the Ma nzie River tariff ; that is the very highest tariff
that we have to the indians. f you are paid for that gun in rats you have
scarcely the profit that a Lo on me chant would take, even in the City, instead
of going to the Saskatchaw , and ose musk rats form one half of the bulk of
the returns of-the southe depart eut, and a great portion of the northern.

.548. Mr. Roebuck.] C you s ate the difference betweeri silver foxes and
beaver skins ; how many eaver kins go to one silver fox ?-Four or flve.

549. Then they give e silv foxes for this saine gun ?-Yes, in Mackenzie
River, but about half amo t elsewhere.

55o. And that is e ivale t, it i stated, to 50 1. ?-Yes.
551. That is the de o trading with the Indians ?-That is the mode on

the one side ; you m st ta.e both sid'es. There is a loss, at least not a gain,
in trading with the infe r furs. Were we to pay according to the value of
the skins the India wou hunt up and destroy ail the valuable fur-bearing
Sanimals, and woul not atch a musk rat or the inferior skins at all.

552. When yo tra in musk rats in order that the Indians should catch
musk rats in p e of catching beavers, you give more for the musk rat in
proportion than or t e beaver ?-The more inferior the skin, the higher the
price which is ven proportion.

553e Suppo ng Indian comes with musk rats to buy a gun, how nany
musk rats will he ve for this gun ?-About 200 in Mackenzie River, and a
little more t h if elsewhere.h

554. An ho much is each musk rat wbrth ?-They have got up this last
year, they ere from 3 d. to 4 d. for several years.

.55. W at e they now?-1 forget, but they have increased this last season.
556. e t y 6 d. ?-Yes, fully that ; more, <2
557, at ould be 5 l. ?-Yesi at Mackenzie River, but not much above

half th u elsevhere.
558. nst ad of 22 s. ?-Yes; but 6 d. was a high value, 2 1. (Os. to 31. would

be the/ al of them some few years ago ; 2 L. 10 s. would be at 3 d.
55 M . G urney.) If I understand rightly, the principleiii, that you give a

hi p ce for the lower skin, and a lower price for the more valuable skin,
wi he view of yiel 'ng the Indian a fair average on his general hunt ?-
Ex tly so, becaus were we not-to pay them, for the inferior, skins higher than
an pe son could o with a profit, they would not hunt up those skins, which

Ive numero ; they -would follow up the othem as they have dont on the
n 'et, and de roy al-thealuable, animaa without-advantage to themselves.
5 o. Mr. L 'e.] 1Ik is a contrivanee for. prtserving the more valuable

ni ais ?-Ye , and probably the Indians also, because the poorer Indians and
h women a d childWen hunt up the musk rats; of which there are abundance,

a d can pro de food and clothing for thenselves in that way.
56s. Mr.
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61. Mr. Edward Ellice.] You were at Moose for a considerable time, and J. Rae, Esq., r. D.
were through the Indian territory ; what disposition have yougenerally.observed
in, the Indians towards the traders ?-They are most friendly, as far as I have 23 February 1857.
ever seen them.

562. When Indians came tg the fort that you were at, in distress or in a
state of destitution, did the servants of the Company relieve them ?--They were
alvays relieved both in food and clothing if requisite, and in medicines if
necessary, for those who were sick, and thatavas done gratuitously; they got
the clothirig gratuitously; if they could not pay for it, it remained a debt. If
it was an old person that côuld not hunt he got the clothes gratuitously, and
some food also.

563. At your station were spirits ever bartered for the furs ?-Never. Wheré
1 was, there was a dram occasionally given to a good hunter when he came in,-
one on coming and one on going, but spirits were never bartered for furs.

564. Was it an uncommon thing to see au Indian in the territory in a state
of intoxication ?--Very uncommon in late years in the'Company's territories.

565. Are you aware that spirits are given in small gratuities at certain times
of the year ?--They are given in the summer when Indians are employed to
voyage; they are given because it is an old custom with the men, much as it
is with sailors or anybody else, to give thenm a little spirits when they come
down to the depôt; and the Indians so employed get the same quantity. But
the Company, wherever I have been, have offered them other articles, tobacco,
tea, and sugar to twoor three times the value, if they would take them, instead

f the spirits.,
566. Mr. Roebuck.] The spirits were for payment in that case, then ?-No,

the spirits were given as a gratuity. What they call the regale given to the
men when they come down.

567. Mr. Edward Ellice.] The supply of spirits was limited to what was
called the regale ?-Where I1 was, and in many cases, we had no spirits; ve.
have no spirits.in the Athabasca or in La Crosse or on the Mackenzie River, for
the men, officers, or Indians ; the persons in charge had no spirits or wine
allowed them.

568. In trading with the Indians, did you find them. tolerably quick in their
dealings with you, 'or were they credulous and to be imposed upon easily ?-
They understood the value of every skin they had, and they had in their mind
everything that they wanted.

569. Were they shrewd in their dealings ?-Perfectly shrewd.
570. They knew their rights ?-Perfectly so.
571. 1 hey were aw.are that with this tariff, wyhich was established for the

barter, the servants of the Company could not interfere ; that it was a fixed thing
with them?-lhey knew it thoroughly.

572. Mr. Gordon.] But I think you said that you thought the Indians were
unaware of the much higher per-centage that they were paying for articles ?
Yes; they did 'not understand anything about the per-centages.

573. Mr. £dwanrd Ellice.] Is there any district in the country besides the
district you were first speaking ,of, the Saskatchawan, where you think a self-
supporting colony could exist--Not in the present, state of the country; not
till it is settled up to that point, and then it might, but it would take a long
while.

57+ To' what part of the country do you allude- besides the Saskatchawan;
to the thick wood districts ?-The only part that I should fancy, would be up
about thé Rainy Lake.

575. The Rainy Lake is between Lake Superior and the, Red River ?--Yes.
576. lu what part of the thick, wood districts$ north of Lake Winnipeg, do

you think a self-support*Dg colony could exist ?-Nowhere, according to my
experience.

.577. I believe you have travelled in the country between the northern shore
of Lake Supetior and the Red River ?-Yes, in winter.

578. What sort.of a district is it, kéépiog on Bitisly territory, between the
~Rediver-and -Lake Juperiod-roin-the-Red River Jake Supeior, by the-
route that I came to Fort Wiliara, towards;the west end of Lake- Superior, is
not a dillicult courtry to travel ovér, because we in the winter followed the
lakes and rvers ; -but on comingto;Lake Superior, the hills on the north shore
there run noith and sodth, consequently there is a continuous series of ridges

V.25. É3 having
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J. Rae, Esq., n. n. having deep ravines between them, where the streams running oui to Lake
- Superior pass through, and you have to go about 100 miles to the north of the

23 February 1857. place before you eau travel well. I went to the north about 100 miles, and
fouiid the country there-difficult to travel over; we were obliged to leave our
dogs, and carry our clothes and provisions on our backs.

579. That is on the northern shore of Lake Superior ?-Yes.
58o. Was there there any temptatiop: to a colonist to settle ?-It was the

winter time, and I saw no country that would do for settlement; there were a
great nany swamps. - I passed along the head waters from Nipegon to Long
Lake, and it seemed to me a swampy country, like most of the head waters of
the country.

.581. In travelling from Fort William to the Red River, in taking goods is it
a difficult or is it an easy route ?-Very difficult; we are -not able to travel
there with any thing but canoes ; the rivers there are too. difficult for boats
even. W

5%2. It is a very level and swampy, country ?-It is a level and swampy
country in one part, and it is very hilly close to Lake Superior ; there, are sone
high bills to climb over, two in particular.

583. For all purposes of practical transpq t that country is an impracticable
one in winter, is it not ?-Quite so, to a great extent.

584. There has been a good deal said about a railwayiboming from Canada
to the Red River, and so on; from what you saw of the character of the
country, are the physical difficulties very great against carrying out that
railway ?-I should think they would be immense; not insurmountable, but
immensely expensive, pariticularly on that line along the nortl of Lake
Superior.

585. Did you hear Colonel Lefroy's evidence ?-Yes.
586. Hie describes that as a line which engineers had- drawn in the air,

of course iaagining that science and art eau overcome all the physical
difficulties; I suppose yon agree in that evidence ?--Perfectly; as far as the
practical results go, it'could rgever pay anything in the present state of the
country.

587. Supposing that a British colony was founded, and that the Government
of Canada was to b extended t- the Red River, and no railway was to be
mrde, how coul communicati-n be kept up between the seat of government
in Canada ajthe colony of the Red River in winter ý-There is no regular
e-orm ton without going through the States; there could 4e no regular

qand ' communication.
4 . If. any one now wanted to go, say from Toronto to the Red River, in

ater, how would he go ?-Thxough, the States, by railway as far a% it went,
and he would then cross over the prairie country, which is unsettled, with
horses or dogs.

589. Mr. Kinnaird.] Was the 400 miles that you travelled to St. Paul's with
horses ?-Dogs; horses could not travel; the snow was too deep; it was in
Februaxy or March.

59o. Could you have doue it with horses in the summer ?-Yes, it is practicable
-in suirner both with horses and with waggons; light waggons go regularly
across the prairie plains.

591. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Do you kùow the Nipissing at the head of the
Ottawa ?-I haie never been there, but I know where it is.

592. Taking that to be the end of the railway concession, how far is it in a
straight line from the Red River?-It is difficult to say, but I think it is some-
-where about from 1,000 to 1,200 miles; it is on the charts.'

593. I understand you to say that you have beèn, through the district ex-
tending from there, and are able personally to speak to the sort of country
,which it is?-I have traversed that country once, and I have passed through
Lake Superior several times by water; the whole of the shores of Lake Supe-
rior are perfectly finpracticable ; there is a little cultivable ground at the nmouth
-of each river, but othe\ise itis an iminense'rocky tract.

594i Mr. Roebukà] Supposing you were going from Lake Erie up to Lake
Superior, could not you go, in a steamer up Lake Erie, and from Lake
Erie ilto Lake Huron, and from Lake Huron into Lake Superior ?-Yes, in
su9.Mner.

595. Mr.

1 .
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-595. Mr. Lowe.] Is there a canal open now ?-They are preparing one; I an J. Rae, Esq., M. D.
not quite sure whether it is open.

596. Mr. Roebuch.] When that canal is finished, if it be not finished, there 2a February 1857.
will be a regular communication from the Atlantic Ocean to the head of Lake
Superior ?-Yes.

597. You say that the road is impracticable during winter ?-Yes.
598. If the country were peopled, would not the people make a road in

for the sleighs ?-Not along the north shore of Lake Superior.
59q. Would they not travel over the ice ?-The lake is so bad that the ice

gets detached from the rocks; it does not remain fast, and our expresses sel-
dom or never attempt to go there. The wind cornes on, and the-waves from
the lake break up the ice; and several of the expresses have been nearly
lost.

6o. Sir John Pakington.] Which line do they take in winter?--They go
further to the north by Lake Nipigon, and a place called Long Lake, 100 or
120 mailes in froin Lake Superior.'

6oi. Mr. Roebuch.] So that if the country were peopled at Lake Nipigon,
there would be a regular communication by sleighs ?-I cannot say; the route
that I passed by is impracticable to sleighs.

602. Are you at all aware of the richness of the northern shore of Lake
Superior in metal ?-I have understood that there are mines; at least that there
is copper ore there.

6o3. Is thatino attraction, do you think ?-I understood that the geologists,
who visited them, said that they would scarcely pay for working them ; they
are not equal to the~ mines on the south shore. I have not examined them
myself; I only speak from hearsay on that point.

604. Therefore you cannot say whether that country has inducements to
settlement or nÏot ?-I can say that it has iot the least inducement of having
fine agricultiral land to settle upon along the north shore; it is a perfectly
barren, rocky coast, perfectly iron bound, except at the mouths of some of
the little streams where there is a little alluvial deposit of land, where little
patches may be cultivated; generally speaking, it is a rocky, barren coast with
ridges.

605. Do you know the northern shore of Lake Huron? -I never came along
that side.

6o6. Have you passed-qyer from Lake Huron to Lake Nipissing ?-I never
was there.

607. Then the questions put to you about Lake Ni pissing you cannot
answer ?-No.- I said that I could not answer them. I never passed that
way.

6o8. Mr. 1Bdward Ellice.] Will you describe upon the map the line of
country that you have been through, starting from Fort William; where'did
you go to, going up towards Nipigon ?-I passed directly from Fort William
up to Lake Nipigon ; I then struck east tp a place called Long Lake, about
100 miles.

6o9. What sort of a country was it between Lake "Nipigon and Long Lake?
-t was low and swampy. I passed through a number of little lakes and
rivers, and swamps, apparently; they were all covered up with ice t the time.
Then frorm Long Lake I went to the Pice River, a dificult tract of country;
that is on Lake Superior.

61 o. What sort of a. country was it between Long Lake and Pice River?-
Very rough and rugged.; our dogs got knocked up; we could scaréely use
thera ; we were obliged to carry our clothes on our baeks.

611. Which way did the rivers run there ? - Nearly north and south
generally.

i 12. lMr.'Roebuck.] The Pice River falls into Lake Superiör ?-Yes.
6: 3. ;%r. Edward Ellice.] And the water the other way ran to the north, to

Hudson's »q I did not go so far up, I was onl# gt the waterthed at, the
head-waters~ .

614. Did there appear to be no valley in that directioù, or'no part éligible
for settlement ?-I saw nothing, excepting that the country which I wer4t over
was Iow;, it looked swampy, like most of the watersheds there.ý

615. Where did you go to from Pice River?-To Michipièoton.,
0.25. E 4 6ix6 There
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J. Bac, Esq., àt. ». 6 16. There you came down into Lake Superior ?-Yes. Prom that I came
to St. Mary's; we were obliged to leave our dogs behind.

23 February 1857i 617. Sir John Pakington.] How did you get on ?-We walked on foot, and
carried our baggage and provisions on the backs of men. It is one of the
roughest countries I ever passed through.

6 18. Mr. Edward Ellice.] With respect to the mines on Lake Superior, are
you aware of the number of them, or the availAble state of the work at those
mines ?-I am not.

619. But a great many companies have attempted to work them ?-Several.
620. Both on the American and on the Canadian side ?-On both sides.
621. The general result bas been not very profitable ?--Not on the north

Bide, because they have given them all up, or most of them. There are only
a few of the American mines paying where they get large masses of copper.

622. I believe that the great diffliculty with the copper there is from its
extreme purity, and the great masses that it is in, so that they cannot easily
breakit ?-On the south side; but they have found nothing. of that kind on
the north side that I ara aware of.

623. But all the copper is actually in largg, solid masses, requiring great
fôrce to break it ?-I have seen pieces of oup or two tons, and pieces are
found inuch heavier than that.

624. Sir John Pakington.] What was the length of time occupied in your
journey from the Red River to Toronto ?-To St. Mary's, two months; about
60 days.

625. It is a journey rarely made I suppose ?-Not by the same person; there
are generally relays of men 4t each post; each, eight or ten days.

626. The journey is made from post to. post ?-Yes; by different relays of
men.

62-. In that way is the journéÿ often nade during the winter months?-
Only once or twice wben the express cogneà down ; the vinter express used t>
come that way communicating with all the posts bringing information down to
Canada.

628. What is the distance between the posts ?-Generïally 10010 200 miles;
by the route followed it is more.

f629. Mr. Grogan.] You said that the express went by Lake Nipigon and
by Long Lake; did the express travel that route because there were posts
there ?-Party, and partly because they cannot travel along the lake on
account of the ice breaking away sometimes with a gale of wind, which renders
it very dangerous; the shore is so.precipitous that the ice is apt to break away
and prevent travelling.

63o. Are there no posts between Lake Nipigon and the north shore ?-No.
631. It is the only route that is practicable ?--It is the only route that the

Company's people go generally; they mnake a rush sometimes across the Bay,
but they do not do so generally, it being so unsiife.

632. Mr. Bell.] Are there any whales in ludson's Bay ?-I saw a few up to
the north.

633. You do not know whether fhe Hudson's Bay abounds with them ?-No,
not the southern part; I saw a féw in the northern pait, towards Repùlse Bay.

,634. Are there any seals?-There were plenty of white porpoises and many
sels, and some walrdses the last tinie I was there.

635. Do they afford a large quantity of oil -- Yesý; the Esquimaux kill them.
636. There are no British fisheries ?-No; none are established there.
637. They are not allowed, I suppose ?-No one ever attempted it that I an

aware of.
638. Do you know whether that is part of the Hudson's Bay monopoly ?-It

is part of the Hudson's Bay territory.
639. Sa that no ships can come into the Hudson's Straits to fish for whales?

-1 suppose so; there are not many whales.
640. Do you suppose there would be a sufficient quantity of fish of that kind

to support a settlement ?-I think not; when I went in 1846-7 i saw a. good
many whales ; when i went in 1853 and 1854 I saw only one or two small
ones.

641. At what part of Hudsons Bay ?-Inside Southampton Island.-
642. Mr. Edward Ellce.] How long is the water so free from ice that vessels

çould hunt the whales ?-About two months,; it is very dangerous; it is full of
currents;
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currents; it nearly wrecked Sir George Back's vessel, and prevented another J.Ru,Esq.,u.1.
gentleman, Captain Lyon, twice from getting up there, whose vessel got nearly
destroyed; the currents are very strong and it is very dangerous; I got on 23 February 1857.

because I had boats and got inside the ice in shoal water.

643. Mr. Charles Fibwilliam.] Do you know "of any coal being discovered
anywhere on the shores of Hudson's Bay ?-I am not aware of any.

644. Mr. Grogan.] Along the journey which you have described to us as
having taken, were there any houses or any people ? -None, except the posts
that I have mentioned.

645. The 'whole of the rest of the country is unoccupied and desolate ?-
Quite, except by Indians.

646. Mr. Kinnaird.] From your evidence I gather that you entirely approve
of the rule of the Company, in not selling spirits to the Indians ?-Perfectly ; it
is the best rule that was ever made.

647. Have you compared them with those who have access to spirits ?-Yes,
I have seen the effect; the Indians are much easier to deal with, more attentive,
and better in every way.

648. You also, I gather, approve of settling and attempting to civilise them;
you think that it may be done with success ?-I think it is a good thing ; if it
could be possibly done, it would be beneficial in every way ; it is not even
opposed to the Company's trade, because the time when they would be employed
in the settlement is not the time when they hi'nt.

649. The scheme has been partially successful in the Red liver ?-Yes, but
very partially, because most of therm hunt in the winter, and they do not
depend upon the farme.

50. The settling and the civilising have never been opposed by the Company
in any w4y ?-Not that I am aware of.

651. Chairman.] Still, do you think that the constitution of the Company is
such as to make it very well fitted for the management of settlements except
upon a very small scale ?-I speak of the Indians settling down, not of others
settling ; not of colonising, not of strangers coming in.

652. Whena you use the word ' settlements," you mean mere Indian villages?
-lIdian villages and settlements; local trading places.

653. Mr. Roebuck.} But strely a fur company is opposed to colonisation, l
it pot ?- I should fancy so, gènerally.

654. Therefore, insomuch as the Hudson's Bay Company is a capital fur
Company, it ib a- very bad coloniser ?-I should fancy su ; it never professéd to
be a colonisingCompany.

655. Mr. Lowe.] With regard to the half-breeds, do you -consider them a
material from*which au agricultural population can be formed ?-I believe that
the English half-breeds may be so; they are a very excellent race generally,
but careless and improvident.

656. Will, they settle down and cultivate the ground ?-Tlhere will be a
difficulty about it, because they generally prefer the hunting.

657. Have they settled in any great numbers ?-In the lted River.to a con-
siderable extent.

658. Have they giren'up huuting altogether ?-Not so far as I know. They
generally hunt as long as they are able; they;gg as voyageurs in thé summer,
and hunt in the autuma andwinter. . 1 ,

659. And they do not really cultivate the ground mucb ?-Many of them
do, but the generality of them prefer the sort, of wild life of hunting.

66o. Are they troublesome people to govern ?--Not so far as I am aware.
661. The Company has no difficulty in ruling them, and keeping them in

order ?-I think not; I speak particularly of the English half-breeds. I have
generally had them with me on my expeditions, and found thema good practi-
cable men.

662. Chairman.} la the- number of the half-breeds much. increasing t-l
shoul4 think it ls; where they are colonised, they are increasing largely,

663. Mr. Charle PFilzwilliarn.] You s ke of the settlement atte Red River
st now, as iit .ats-a settlçment of In n; there are very few. Indians there, - -

I beliete ?-,Thère are a good màny at both êds.
664. I tnea'full-blooded Indians ,?:A gobd many Crees are settled there,

and othere.
0.25. -F665. They
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J. Rae,Esq., M. D. 665. They do not farm, do they ?-They do to a small extent.
666. Are they not the only instances of Indians, except those that have been

23 February 187. surrounded by the population of Canada, that you know of, who have settled
down as farmers ,-There is one instancein the States that I have heard of.

667. Where ?,-I forget the name of the tribe.
668. The Cherokees ?.-Yes ; they have settled down, and have really become

civilised ; they have. their own Member oing to the Legislature, and they have
schools.

669. The Cherokees are not now inhabiting the ground where they we-e
originally found ?-,No; they have changed their ground, and alse so have some
of the others; some have immigrated from their own lands to the Red River.

670. Mr. Roebuck.] In the whole history of America has there been one
instance of a half-breed settlement continuing up to the present time ?-I aml
not able to answer that question.

671. Has it not been found by experience that the red man is opposed to
that kind of life which we call civilised life ?-Exactly so ; there is no doubt
about it.

672. And wherever the civilised man comes the. red nan disappears ?-Yes,
that is the result, generally speaking.

673. Mr. Gordon.] In a letter from Sir George Simpson, which is to be
found in some papets laid before Parliament in 1842, he says: "Our different
trading establishments are the resort or refuge of many ofthe natives who, fron
age, infirmity, or other causes, are unable to follow the chase; they have the
beiefit of the care and attention, free of expense, of our medical-men, of whom
about 12 are usually employed in the serviçe ; every trading establishment being
in fact an Indian hos ital." How far does your experience as a miedical man
in, the service of the ompany bear that out ?.-Wherever we act as medical men
our services are given gratuitously. We go to a distance if an Indien is at a
distance, and have him taken to a fort, and he is fed and clothed there.' And
it is no.uncommon thing to hear the old Indiaüs, when unfit for hunting, say,
' We are unfit for work; we will go and'reside ât a fort." That is the ordinary

feeling which prevailed in the country. Altbough there are no mediçal men
up at the different poste (there may be the number Sir deorge bas mentioned
ëcattered pver the country), yet medicines are sent up to a the posts in regular
supplies. -11

674. If that attendance were asked it wold niways be afforded ?-.Yes.
675, Was it frequently afforded .- Frequently so ; but those places on thé

coast are liable to much more disease than places inland.
616. Then; in short, you think that if a statement were made, that the

Directors of the Hudson's Bay Company considere4 that it was their business
to attend to the Company's own servants, but not to any other "las of thé
population, it would be a false charge ?-Perfectly erroneous ; in fact the Indian
is more readily attended to generally than the others.

677. And as a rule the medical men appointed by the Company would not
consider it ,their sole 'duty to attend to the Company's servants ?-Certainly
nqt.; they argthe;e for the Indians as much as for the Company's, people.

678. Mr. Roebuck.] How long did you say.that you dwelt at Moose Factory ?
--Ten years.

679. During tbat time what was the average numnber of the worn-out hunters
who lived there upon your charity ?-I cannot'exactly tell that. The popu-
lation of the place was, I think, about 180 altogether; few Indians came there;
but there were generally two or' three or four old families, or six sometimes,
pensièners at the place. They called at the Fort; they were there regularly
every wéek; they had their encampment at the place, and they went anid
hunted 'at fnýrvals. as they were able,, and if they were not able to get food
enugly they; had it given tp them.

68ô. »oUw nm y pçople wôul4 those familiés numüber ?-rPerhaps 12, perhaps
*1 #14 a1tôgeihò e.

68i. Tlen un4erstand'you that at the Moose Faetory ther was. a average
ofiboutjj Old1pdiap ?- Yé,omen and mn. C

682. That ias the sum 6fithed great atàitage'tht6 the Indlkus round about
Mloose Fictory detived, namnly,,10 or 12, or, say, 14 orito ?l-The wholepopu-
latio there is about 180, and if any of thm catme in dWe-e unfitathu*t,

they
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they were received at the Fort; we never forced them into the Fort; but if J.rBae, Esq., M. ».
they came and asked assistance and wished to stay, they did so.

683. Mr. Labouchere wishes to know whether anything is done with respect 23 February 1857
to vaccination ?-Yes ; vaccine matter is sent to all the posts. I mnay mention
a curious fact, which is, that in the year 1835 the smualf-pox was brought up by
a steamboat fromi the States. A gentleman at the Saskatchewan vaccinated all
the Cree Indians that came in; and there was searcely a single case occurred
among the tribe; we supposed it was because they had all been vaccinated;
whereas deaths took place amongstthe more distant tribes, near the Missouri.
The small-pox was brought by steamboat up'the Missouri, and was brought
over to the Saskatchewan by a quantity of horse stealers, who heard that the
disease was at the Missouri, and went to steal horses there, They found the
Indians dying by hundreds ; they took the disease with them, and most of them
died upon the road.

684. Taking you from Afoose Factory to the mouth of the Mackenzie River,
where you lived; how long did you live there ?-About nine nionths at Fort
Simpson, and two years at Bear Lake, which is in the Mackenzie district.

685. How many worn-out hunters lived there, deriving charity from you ?--
I do not remember; I think there were about two or three families whilst I
was there ; at the one post.

686. Say six people ?-Yes, about that at that time; but it varies according
to the privations which the Indians have suffered.

687. Mr. Gurney.] Did I understand you rightly, that in addition to the
worn-out hunters who were resident, there was also gratuitous mnedical advice
given to the other Indians as they happened to require it ?-To every one that
came, or that we heard of.

688. Sir John Pakington.] How far south do thettaquitnauxcome ?-Along
the shore of Hudson's Bay; they come to Churchill, in latitude 59·.

689. :,Do they come, down as far south as the Great Slave Lake ?-They do
not go inland at all; the furthest inland that they go is up the Back Iver,
that we know of now.

690. They always keép to the rivers or the sea? - Yes, it is- generally
found so.

691. la there in the. interval a large tract of land between the North
American Indians and the Esquimaux ?-Certainly; a sort of debatable land;
and between each-tribe of the, Esquimaux themselves there is a debatable
land; for instance, the tribe of Esquimaux about the Copper MiieaRiver;do
pot seem to me to associate or mix with those to the West or East; when any
one has gone theré, they have found that they have no tools, eitber Russian
or Hudson's Bay, among them;. nothing that could be traced either to the.
Russians or to the Hudsdn's Bay CoMipany.

692. The Esquimaux, I presume, from what you say, are different tribes, but
not different races ?-Not different races, I think.

69s. What-is the extent of the debatable and between the Indians' and the
Esquimaux -- It varies according to the circumstances; the Chipewyans and
the esquimaux frequently me.et at Churchill; then the Louchoux and the
Esquimaux meet again on the Matkenzie, but on the Coppermine River the
interval between them is about-60 or 100 miles.

694. Mr. Grogan.] How long at any time id you reside at the Red River
Settlementl-About two monthe at one time; that wa the longest period I *gs
there.

695. Do you know the regulations of RielAmerican compaùies WiÏh Îîgèrd to
huuting; doýthey give a WM price relatively to their value for thé infeilor
skins, s the Hludson'sBayr Copuyöesil'hey s their goods niearly at thê
same price as the ]Hudsons Bay Company,only the go4 are 1irior; Ind"fa,
frequently from the American side, come over 4te liidson's »afComyto
get good guns or a good artel;e,.and they get thI m aatheiti lu ilie Štates;
that I have hèard from hunters w1ho have been among the ericaus. ¡Arf6the

-poi.I may nention,. nmey the.prppthi 0-f Apir1ta wblåJ is a*quired-on
the Ameican froutier; Iwhen Itrvee4 'wnfront the B&d"live to Crow
Wing to the-Minesota territoriy, ,aear ¢yery r&mer aii that I found
traveliing, ha4 botties of spirits withphm.

S .5. ,6 6.1!r

k
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J. RacEMq., m.D. 696. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] That country which you travelled through
from Red River down to Crow Wing was a so-called settled country, was it not T

23 February 1857. -No.
697. It formed what is called in the States, Indian territory ?-Perfectly so,

as much as in any of the Hudson's Bay Company's territory, where I passed
through; we camé to little posts between Pembina and Crow Wing.

698. I mean within the boundary of the Minesota territory ?-Yes.
699. Consequently these people who traded in this liquor were not the

licensed Indian traders, inen who had'paid mnoney to obtain a license to trade
with the Indians, but they were the free settlers ?--Yes, I think free settlers.

700. Over whom no company had any power whatever; an American
trading company bas no power over the free settler of Minesota ?-The Govern-
ment have; tbey made it a Me that no spirits should be sold tothe Indians on
or near the frontier; that was what 1 understood ; whereas there they had
abundance; it was against the rules of the Government for them to get it, bus
the Government could not prevent it.

701. Chairman.] Do you imagine -that the Anerican Fur Trading Company
does put any effectual check upon the sale of spirits to the Indians in their
country ?--I cannot tell, because I have never been among them.

Jovis, 26° die Februarii, 1857.
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THE RIGnRT HON. HENRY LABOUCHERE, IN TUE CHAIn.

Sir George Simpson, called in ; and Exatnined.

702. Chairman.) I BeLEVE you hold an important'situati&n in the adminis-
tration of the territories of the Hudson's BayCompany ?-I do.

703. What is it ?-I have been Goverimr of their territories for many years.
704. How long have you held that -iuation?-Thirty-seven years I have

been their principal representative.
705. Mr EdwardJWlice.] As governor the whéie time ?-Yes ; I have held

the situation of governor the whole time.
706. Chairman.] What is the nature of your authority in that capacity ?-

The supervision of the Company's affairs; the presiding at their councils in
the country, and the principal direction of the ihole interior management.

707. Where do you generally reside ?-I have resided for several years at
the Red River Settlemnent; I have resided in Oregon; I have resided in Atha-
basca, and latterly I have resided in Canada.

708. Is there any Exed seat of goverhment within the territories of the Hud-
son's Bay Company ?-There is no fixed seat of government, but there is a
seat of council for the nortbern and the southerà departments; one at Norway-
bouse, at the northern end of Lake Winnipeg, and the othér at Michipicoton,
or Moose Factory, for-the-southern departmentï *

709. Your authority extends, I:imagne, as well over Rupert's Land as over
the territory which the Comapany holds by license ?-Over the whole of the
Companyîs affairs in North Auerica.

y7to. Whtt
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710. What is the nature of the council which you have inentioned ?-The Sir G. Simpson.
principal officèrs of the Company, the chief factors, are meinbers of council.
If there is not a sufficient number of chief factors the nunber is made up by 26 February 1857.
chief traders, who are the second class of partners, anq ail natters connected
with the trade are discussed and determined at this council.

.711. What is the nature of the authority of the council as distinguished from'
your own ; are they merely advisers ?-They kre advisers, and they give their
opinions and vote upon any question that may be under discussion.

712. Does the ultimate authority and decisign reside in you solely, or is it
with you in conjunction with the council ?-With me in conjunetion with the
council.

713. Do you mean that they could outvote you and prevent your doing any-
thing which you thought proper ?-They could outvote me, but it' bas never
been so; in the absence of the council my authority is supreme; in travelling
through the country, or giving any direction connected with the management of
the business, muy authority must be acted upon until it be aninulled or disallowed
by the council or the Company.

714. Of course, having administered the affairs of the ludson's Bay Com-
pany during so long a period, you are well acquainted 'with every part of their
territories ?-I have travelled through the greater part of the- country ; 1 have
not visited what are usually known as the Barren Grounds.

,715. You are well acquainted with the western portion, as well as the eastern?
-Yes; i have not been in Mackenzie's River, but I have been in niearly ail the
other parts of the country ; my usual route in going up the country is from
Montreal by Rainy Lake and Lake Winnipeg to Red River; I have crossed the
Rocky Mountains at three different points to Oregon.

716. Will you have the goodness to give to the Coznunittee an account of
your impressions of the character of the territory of the ludson's Bay Com.
pany in point of soi and clinate, particularly with reference to its adaptati .
for the purposes of cultivation and colonisation ý-I do not think that auy p
of the Hudson's Bay Company's territories is well adapted for -ettIe.e a
crops are very unciertain.

717. Do you mean that observation to apply only to Rupert's Land or to the
entireý of the territory now admiristered by the fHudso's Bay Company ?-I
mean it to apply to Rupert's Land.

718. How would you describe the limits of Rupert's Land to the west ?-
The Rocky Mountains to the west.

719. Would you apply that observation to the district of the Red River F-
Yes.

720. And the country immediately behind it ?-Yes.
721. [s it not actually settled ?-I do not consider it well adapted for

settlement.
.722. Why so ?--On account of the poverty of the soil, except on the banks

of the river. The banks of the river are alluvial, and produce very fair crops of
wheat; but these crops are frequently dest-oyed by early frosts; there is no
certainty of the crops. We have, been under the necessity of imaporting grain
within these last ten years from the United States and from Opnada, for the
support of the establishment.

723. H4ave you an equally unfavourable opinion of thle country on the Sas-
katchewan River ?-Yes; ,the climate is more rigorous, and the crops are even
less certain on that river; ,the scarcity of timber also is a great bar; there is
little or no wood in the country. The present population of Red River have
great.difficulty in providingýwood for their immediate wants.

724. Iâ there any part of the territory of Pupert's Land¶ towards Lake
Superior that you think adapted for.cultivaond-Imnediately upon the right
baÛknof the Rainy Lake River cultivation mnight'be cgried on to advantage ;
but there- is merely a slip of land adapted' for cultivatioo,ý immnediately behind
are deepmorasses which never thaw.

725. Mr. Glaetone.] Is that right bank of. the Rainy Lake 'River, in the
Hudsoree Bay terrtory ?-Yes.

26.Mr. Edifød- Ellice.T Do yo ^meàan by ¯«iëvet thw"~ thcir-the
summer, when the surface is thawed, if a ierson Wvas to walk through that
morass his foot would get to the ice .below.?-No, not ifinmediately so.; but by
digging'deeper you wouldscome to ice.

o.5 F 3 . 72. ChaZirman.]

3 v
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Sir G. Simpson. 727. Chairman.] You have stated that in Rupert's Land you do not think
there, is any extent of territory of any consequence which would, for some

26 Feruary 1857- time at all events, be adapted for colonisation and settlement ?-Which would
be favourable for colonisation or settlement; it is possible.

728. Do you apply the same observation to the land to the westward of the
Rocky Mountains ?-In the British territory I do, north df parallel 490 it is a
rugged, precipitous, mountainous country.

729. Is the whole of it of that-character ?-Principaly of that character.
730. Do you know Vancouver's Island ?-1 have passed Vancouver's Island

previously to its being British territory ; I cannot speak to it.
731. Do you consider Vancouver's Island as being within the territory of the

Hudson's Bay Company ?-No.
732. You do not mean your observations to apply to that ?-No, not ta

Vancouver's Island.
733. Are you acquainted with the coast near Vancouver's Island and above

it ?-Yes, i have gone along the coast from Puget's Sound to the Russian
principal establishment at Sitka.

734. Do you believe that coast. to be altogether unfavourable for the purposes
of colonisation ?-I helieve it to be quite unfit for colonisation.

735. Do you know Queen Charlotte's Island ?-I have not been on Queen
Charlottes Island.

736. Mr. Edward ERice.] You confine your observation to the main land?
-Yes.

737. Mr. Gladstone.' I think you have spoken of Rupert's Land as including,
from west to east, the whole country, beginning from the Rocky Mountains
and noving eastwards ?-Yes, ta the shores of the Bay,

738. Do you understand that to have been the original signification of. the
term Rupert's Land, dating from the period of .the charter ?.Yes, that it
includes the land un all waters falling into Iludson's »ay ; they fori the bouuda-
ries of the territory.

739. There is a reference iri the charter to the fa* of the water, is there ?-

I cannot call that positively to mind ; that is the Impresson upon my mind
and I believe it is the general impression.y

740. It is difficult, I suppose," for you to state what you would take as the
northern boundary?-The northern boundary of Ruperts Land I aU the
Methy Portage and Lake, dividing the waters that fal inta the B-y fro M
those that fa»l into the Arctic Sea; there is height of land at the Methy
Portage.

741. Taking the Methy Portage as the northerâ boupdary fbr that longitude,
as you come eastwards the territory trends very much to the north
Yes.

742. And goes up to the Melville Peninsula, which seems ta be abôut the
northernmost part ?-Yes. 1 %

743. Speaking of the whole of that country, as included in Ruper's Land,
would youi draw any material distinction between the »olimate of crne part and
the climate -of another? - Yes ; the limate of the southern >rt, f the
country is not so rigorous as that of the northera; the wintema r not so
long.
. 744. What would you say *as the length of theýwinter in the most favoumbly
sitùated parts of the territory ?-Five and a half months, I should say, at Red
River, which is the mot favourable þart of the country.

745. la there auy par of the coast of Hudson's By, or Jame's Bay, which
partakes of ac comparatively good climate ?-Certainly not.

746. la the softening influence of the sea not much felt ln any portion of
it ?-Not mudh ; at York Factory, within about' 1 inches or tw, feet, of the
surface, we omne to ice.

741. Mr. Edward Ellice) At al times of the year-Atal t1In of the
year.

748. Mr. Gladstone.] Would that observation apply to Jaiùes's Bay, even
down to the eouthernmost point viz., Moose Fort ?- shoku ai thelimate
is not much nioòre7 fàvôiüfabler4-baey Vrfeldom~Jis thre, an4 the pota-
toes are excee&ingy smaii, and the crops unproductive.

749, Irrespectively of the question of north ad southeis ngt there a 0od

'•~L' -9
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deal of difference in the climate, according as it lies eastward or westward ? sir a. Simpson.
Yes.~

750. Does the climate improve westward ?-It rather improves westward ; 26 Februay 1857.

as you go froin the coast westward the cimate improves.
751 Did youieverhear the saying in, America that a degree west was equal

to a degree souih ?-No; I never heard it.
752. Take the Saskatchewan country, upon the banks ; is there no alhtvial

soil on the River Bakatchewan-?-There is alUvial soil, but the season is not
so long, and the frosts are earlier than at Red 'iver.

753. Have you travelled up the Saskatchewan yourself ?-Repeatedly; we
lave very seldosi .beenable to raise Wheat in the &askatchewan.

754. Have you. travelled up different branches of it ?-I have.
75.5, What length of winter would youdgive to the banks of the Saskatche-

wan?-About a fortnight or three weeks longer than at Red River.
756. Would it be six months ?-Yet.
757. In the accoiet which you have giveni of the climate of that country,

take, for instance, the climate of the banks of the Saskatchewan, you have made
no allowance for the inluences upon élimate which are produced by settlement ?
-No; I am not aware that settienent does prodice any material influence
upon climate; I bave not known it do so in Canada; I have been in the
Canadas-for a great inany years, and I do not find the elimate improved; I
think the last two winters have been the two maost rigorous winters I have
experienced in Canada.

758. I suppose it is not to be doubted that when. a large district of country
becomes populhus, there is then an influence upon climate ?-I have not seen
it ; froin my experience it is not so ; I think the elimate of Canada is as severe
as it has been at any time during the 37years for which 1 have known the
country.

759. And that is true even with respect to the most settled and the most
densely peopled parts of the country ?-Yes.

760. 'fTking the case of the country to the west of the Rocky Mountains, I
understand you to bave described Vancouver's Island as upon' the -whole favour-
ably circumstanced' with respedt to climate ?-I do not speak to Vançouveres
Island; Ihave ziever been there, except toehlitig the northern part of the
island in a steamer; the weather was unfavourable andI could not exanne
theiland.

761. 'i'akig the coast opposite to Vançouver's Island, is it less favourably
situated than Vaocouves Island ?-It is so; it is rugged ; it is only tbe southerai
end: of Vancouver's Island that is favourable for settlement ; the northern
part is exgeedingly rugged, of the same chba acteriaà the opposite mainland
Coast.
. 762. Take tbeseoast. opposite the southern end of Vancouver's Island; it has
a south-western aspect, has it'nôt?-The soutlier part of the mainand has.

763. Is that as favourably circumstapeed no Vancouver's Island itself?-
I think not; it is not so favniable as the southern part of VYncouverà
Islandl

764., What is it that makes the portion of the mainland opposife the southern
part of Vancouver's Island lese favourable for settlement than the island itself ?
-That portion in British territory is exceediigly rugged and mountanous,
craggy, and there is a want of soil.

765. 's the mainlQnd sitle of the channel there rugged, and the island side
of the chunel open and fvoeurable, or are both sides rugged?-The island às
less rugged than the nainland at the northern end of the island.

766. Lam, now, speaking of the southen end of the island and of the land)
yardl side of it &-The American side of thé ehannel is the same character of
country.

767. Ruged .-- No, open.
168. What Ws tho ehareter of the nainlaid apposite that open country on

the IandWpr&ide, of the southern end of, the island ?-The same ehdrcter;

*6g gMdi eid die.ghab- i# anotdiitish etorya, that is
Mite*cd *er ~'; Othat i olath f-f 4 90 l,

77o0,r frG& eoz.) Take it porfth of 49, batweenFl,,aer ivrtexdthe waterb
Nattho ofd , dthief Fraser irer, theenty isaedigy>rugge
6.25, 74 7 71.JUO

f c

cf'
f -



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

Sir G. Simpson. 771 I kilow that your own experience and authority are very great; but do
you think that the opinion which you have given of the climate of this territory

26 rebruary 1857. is the general opinion ?-I think so ; at least it is my opinion, and I b'elieve it
is the general opinion.

772. Mr. Gordon.] If I upderstand you rightly, you think that no portion of
Rupert's Land is favourable for settlement, but that soie portions might be
settled?-Yes.

773. In your very interesting work of a " Journey Round the World," I find
at page 45 of the first volume this 'description of the country between the
Lake of the Woods and the Rainy Lake: " From Fort Frances downwards, a
stretch of nearly 100 miles, it is not interrupted by a single impediment, while
yet the current is not strong enough materially to retard an ascending traveller.
Nor are the banks less favourable to agriculture than the waters themselves to
navigation, resembling,'in some measure, those of the Thames near Richmond.'
From the very brink of the river there rises a gentle slope of greensward,
crowned in many placeswith a plentiful growth of birch,'poplar, beech, elm,
and oak. Is it too nuch for the eye of philanthropy to discern through the
vista of futuritv this noble stream, connecting, as it does, the fertile shores of
two spacious lakes, with crowded steamboats on its bosom and populous towns
on its borders ?" I suppose you consider> that district favourable for population ?
-The riglit bank of the river is favourable, with good cultivation ; that is to say,
the soil is favourable; the climate is not; the back country is a deep morass,
and never can be drained, in my opinion.,,

774. Do you see any reason to alter the opinion which you have 'there
expressed ?-1 do see that I have overrated the importance of the country as
a country for settlement.

775. Chairman.] It is too glowjng a description, you think ?-Exactly so; it
is -exceedingly beautiful; the bank is beautifully wooded, ad the stream ÎI
very beautiful.

776. Mr. Gladstone.] What is the character of the Saskatchewan, or of any
of the principal branches of it as a stream, with regard to navigation ?-There
are several long rapids in the Saskatchewan, at various points. • I think a.
steamboat might, with tbe exception of those rapids, or by cutting canla
round those rapids, ascend to Edmonton.

777. That is on the northern Saskatchewan ?-It ls,
778. What would you say of the southern Saskatchewan ?-On tb southerm

Saskatchewan there are fewer rapids.
779. Are there long reaches which are wholly without rapids -- Yes.
780. With a depth ample for navigation ?-There are chains of rapids below

the junction of the two rivers.
781. At Nepeeween ?-Yes; there are two very long chains of rapids; la

miles at one place, and seven or eight miles at another.
782. Are there any long stretches of water of navigable depth, without

rapids, upon the branches of the Saskatchewan ?-Yes.
783. What is the longest stretch that you can renember ?-Perhaps 50 or

60 miles.
784. Mr. Grogan.] Is, it to be understood, then, that except for those rapids

the northern branch would-be navigable for steamers, as you descrille, up to
Edmonton ?-Yes; at the junction with Lake Winnipeg there is a very long
rapid called the Grand Rapid.

785. What may be the length of it ?-From two to three miles. *
786. Those thtee rapids which you have pointed out would be the three

obstacles'to the navigation ?-There are several other smaller rapids; there are
a great many rapids, but those are the principal rapids.

787. Those are the rapids which you think would require expense to obviùte
them ?-Yes.

788. Supposing that that expense should be incurred, and a canal, as you
have suggested, should be formed, would anydifficulties of a serious character,
sufficient to impede navigation, e ist between Lake Winnipeg and Edmonton ?
ý-I the spring of the year the water of the whole river is exceedingly low
I have come down in a perfectly light boat, -and we-have been- frequently under
th5e necessity of getting out of the boat to hand it over shoal water.

789. Before the snow has melted r-Before the mountain snow bas come
f down,
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down, namely, from about the loth to the 15th of May; then about the lst of Sir G. Simpan.
June the nountain snows melt, and there is a freshet in the river.

790. From the Ist of June to what time would the navigation of the river 26 February 1857.
continue good ?-Until the month of September tolerably good; the water
falling off about the middle of July.

791. On the southern branch of the Saskatchewan to what exteit would it
be navigable, supposing those improvements wére effected ?-I cannot speak so
distinctly with regard to the southern branch.; I "have merely seen it in
parts; i have not gone up the southern branch to any great distance. There
is no timber on the southern branch, and there is very little 'timber 'on the
northern branch.

792. There have been no attempts, I suppose, to effect those improvements?
-N one at all; there is no commerce to justify;any outlay.

793. What is the distance from the southern part of Lake Winnipeg to Fort
William on Lake Superior ?-About 500 miles, 1 think,; from Lake Superior to
Lake Winnipeg is about 500 miles of bad caloe navigation with 66 portages,
varying in length from 100 yards to 3j miles.

794. Do you know a gentleman of. the name of Captain Kennedy who made
a speech at almeeting of the Toronto Board of Trade ?-I do.

795. He states there that the distance would not exceed 200 miles ?-Yes;
he does not know the country; he never was in the country.

796. What may be the state of the river going through Rainy Lake and froin
the Lake óf the Woods down to Fort William; is it navigable for boats, or rafts,
or anything ?-Between the Rainy Lake and 'Port W illiamit is navigable only
by canoes; I have passed through that country about forty times; it is passed
only by canoes, and in many places with very great difficulty.

797. Is that fron 'want of water ?-From want of water and shoiqls in the
navigation, and the wretched character of the country altogether ; many of the
rivers are embarrassed with timber constantly falling every year; there is one
river which is one continuous mass of timber, requiring to be removed every
season.

798. Mr. Edward Ellice.1 Is that what is called the Savanne portage ?-Yes;
that is a river fromi the Savanne portage to Mille Lac.

799- Mr. Grogan.] Do you consider that obstruction so material as to impede
the navigation of that river ?-Yes.

80oo. Could not it bg removed ?-It could not ; in the autumn of the year, or
ratier in the month of August, I have been obliged to get out of a light canoe
and wade in the water, handing the canoe along this river.

8oi. -as any attempt ever been made to'remove those obstructions ?-The
obstructions are removed every season, so as to enable the canoes to pass.

802. You mentioned, with regard to the Red River Settlement, that the•
climate was so unfavourable for the growth of corn, and that there was so mucqh
uncertainty as to the ripening of the corn, that at times you were obliged to'
inport corn for the supply of the residents there ?-We imported corn some
years ago ; there was a failure of the crops ; i was apprehensive of famine,
and imported flour from St. Paul's, in the blinesota territory, and from
Canada.

803. Is that an exceptional case, or does it occur every year ?-It does not
occut every year; it is an.exceptional case; but the cròpsvery frequently fail.
We have been obliged to send for seed grain; we have not had sufflicient grain
to sow the ground in the following season.

804 . Can you say, during the 37 years that you have been Governor, how
often you have been under the necessity of importing corn for the supply of
the people at the-Red River Settlement ?-We had never imported any large
quantity of grain for the support 'of the people until that season, in the year
1847, I think,; but the crops have been entirely destroyed, from the country
having been overflowed with water. The country was entirely overflowed with
water in the vear 1826; the habitations were swept away; and the people were
obliged to remove to ligh grounds for the purpose of îsvi»g themselves.

8.5. Am-i to understand that the occasion to whichyou refer was an entirely
-exceptionalone, and owing-t-o the -fooding-of-the--water ?-It-did-ntarise on
that occasion fromthe flooding of the waters but from anapprehended scarcity
owing to the presenece of troops. In 1826 ,the couptry was fooded and the

0.25. 1 G ,erops
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mPAn$ crops were destroyed.. Several years previously to that the crops were
destroyed three years in succession by locusts; myriads of locusts ate up every

ry 1857. particle of grass.
8o6. tu what year was that ?-In the years 1818, 1819, aid 1820. -

807. You have inentioned one instance in wvhich corn was imported in soïne
quantities, you say not considerable ?-Flour was imported.

SoS. For the supply of the iphabitantsatthe led itiver Settlement -Yes.
809. Is that thxe only instance ?-That is the only instance where we have

imported; it was espeeiatiy for the garrison. We had a wing of a regiment
there, and were apprehensive that the crops would be lU$fffinient for "their
maintenance.

8 1o. In other vears has there been a sùfficiency of corn grown in that district
in general for the supplyof the locality ?-Certainly not; two-thirds or funy
half of the population live by hunting.and fishiug. e

Bt. Are the settlers there encouraged in regard to hunting and fshing
pursuits generally, to follow th'ose puruits rather ,thán ricul*re No; we
are very auxious that they should follow their agriciituraf pursuits.

812.Does the Company purchase their fIoùr ?-Yes.
813. The Companypurchaseiour at the lied River Settlement,from the farmers

in the neighbourhood? -- We purchase all their surplus agricultural produce.
814. Do you mnean that the farmers fiave no more to sell than what-you

purchase, or do you only purchase what you want i-*They have no moie to
sell: they have only 8,000 acres of land under cultivation at the présent time,
although thè country has been settled upwards of 40 years.

815. I suppose it was during the time that you vere Governor that a certain
Mr. Johu M'Lean, who bas published " Notes of 'a Twenty-ive Years' Service
in the lludson's Bay Service," was a servant of the Company ?-Yes, he was so
a part of the time.

816. I will read yo au eKtact as taken fkow his book, and you can say how
far it is correct. "A single .Scotch farmer," pys Mr. liM'Clean, "l cold be
found in the colony able alone to supply the greater part of the produce the
Company require ; there is one i fact who offered to do it; if a sure market
were secured to the colonists of Red. River. they would spee*ily become the
wealthiest yeomanry in the world ; their barns and granaries are always full to
overfdowing; the Company purchase from six to eightUbhels of wheat from
each farmer, at the rate of 3v. per bushel, and 'the'sum totàl 'of their yearly
purchases from the whole settlement amounats to 600 cwt. four, first and
second qualities ; 35 bushels iough barley ; 101af firkins butter, 28 bs. each ;
10 bushels Indian corn; 20Ô ewt. best kiln-dried flor; 60 firkins butter, K,6 lbs,
each ; 240 Ibs. cheese ; 60 hams. Where he (the Red River farmer) finds a sur6
market for the remainder of his produce, Heaven only knowfis, I do not ; this
mueh,.however, I do know, that the incomparable advantages this delightful
country possesses are not only ni a great meaure lÔst to the inhabitantM, but
also the world, Bo long as W remains under the domnion of its fur-trading
rulers." Do you agree in the comment of Mr. M'Cleau there ?r-Cetain1y not.

8 7. In point of fact, do the Company purchase from the farmers settled in
the neighbourhood of the Red River Settlement, all the corU the farmers are
able to sell ?-We are not able to get the .quantity of- corn to he beld in depôt
that we require. I have written over and, over again to the person in charge, to
get all the grain he could for the purpose of being held in depot, and we can
never get our quantity.

8; 8. Mr. Gordon.] WilI you allow me to remind you of one other sentence
l your 1nteresting work. It is at ,age 65 of ývoluie -1t " The soit of Réd
River, Settlement is a blek ,otd of'considerable depthh;w hich, when first
tilled; produces extraordinaty crops, as mpuch, on someocalohs, as 40 returns
of wheat ; and eve after 20 sueéssive years of culithtiion withôt the 'relief
of manute or òf fallow, pe of green crop, it still yields from 15 to 25 bushels an
acre. - The wheat produced i% plumip and heavy ;there are also largenquntittes
of grain of alt kinds, besides beef, ntton, pùrk, butter, cheese, and wool in
abundance." Do you adhere to that'stätè eñ -Jrdo ~ -

8 q. Ad yet you think it unfavourable 'for cultivation t-Yes, I there
referred to merely a few small alluvial points occupied by the Scotch farmere.

820. Mr.
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820. Mr. Addedey.] What is the nature of the wood growing in the woody Sir G. Simpson.
district ?-There has been elm at Red River. It is now quite denuded of wood
about the Red River Settlement by fire. 26 Febroary 1867.

8: 1. I refer to the higher part about James's Bay; what is the nature of the
wood there ?-Small stunted pines.

822. What is the highest latitude gt which fine timnber grows ?-l cannot
tel precisely; there is very little timber on the shores of thà Bay to the north,
100 miles north of Churchill. On the eastern side of the Bay there is very
little timber north of Big Ri'er, or Fort George on Jarmes's Bay.

,823. When youget to those fine elm forets, is it not very fine timber?-
That, is in the prairie country. There was some very good timber about Red
River at one time.

824. 18 the natural wild growth of the prairie country good ?-In some
parts.

, 825. Is it very luxuriant ?-In some parts; in other parts the soil is exceed-
Ingly thin, and there is very little herbage.

826. What should prevent cultivated produce growing equally luxuriantly
on the same spot ?-Immediately behind Red River, about a mile fron the
banks of the river, there is merely a thin skin of soil. , t

827. la there any luxuriant herbage, either grass, herbs, or frii of any khind,
at a greater distance'from the river than you have mentioned?-I think not,
except in detached spots. There has never been anycultivation'a mile from
the river.
* 828. Would not many of the impediments which- jou have ailuded to be
got rid of by art and cultivation ?-Certainly not.

,829. It is impossible ? -It is impossible'; I have paddledovet the roofs of
some of the hauses in 'ny canoe. ' 1 .

830. Do yoù say that you never knew any wild country in which the climate
was ,softened by drainage ?-I have heard of the clinate 'of countries being
'improved by drairage, and settleinentand cultivationlbut 1 hare not experienced
it myself.

831. Are you aware that Europe was once as much' frozen as Rupert's Lan
now is ?-I am not aware tha-t it was; i have heard of'some historical facts.

832. Can you state the present population of Red River, and the increase a
the last 10 years ?-The population.of ,Red River is about 8;000.

8334 In what time has it doubled ?-The settiement bas been establishe '40
'years. ,

834. We had a statement from a former witness that, 10 years o, the
population was 5,000 ; can you state whether lthat is correct ?-ltm y have
been ; the population is now about 8,000. It is not fromanatural ier se -but
from the migration of some Indians from other parts of the country.

835. 1s there not always emigration in the shape of a squatting, opulation
from the hiited States ?--Not from the United States. 1 . . i

836. Where from î-The neighbouring districts; Indian migra ' n.
83 7. Should you say that there was much difference between t e climate of

Minesota and that of the Red River ?-Decidedly, the further so you go the
betterthe climate is.

838. And do you state that there is no overfiow of populatio froin Minesota,
to Red River ?-~1 am not aware of any; i believe two or bree Americans
bave goie from St. Paul's, who have seated themselves dow as sall dealers
andopened shops.

'83 9. là there any barrier to their doing sa from the natu e of the Red River
Settlement regulation ?-None.

84o. Mr. Kinnaird.] 'Are there not westward from t Red River colony
several hundred miles of levet country towards the Rocky Mountains ?.-Yes, a
veryfne country.

841. An compaatively speaking, a railway migl easily be made along
these ?-Yes, from the ked River to the Rocky Moun ains.

8 . Iol6var a.e the largé rivers from the, settlem nt of York navigable up
the interij--They are navigable by boats fron York actory to LakèWinipeg;

- boatsearryig about three tons. -

843. Whont much portage There are a grea manyportages there are
fp?4jto 44 portages, 1 think.
4 uld e ye r oved -No.

.5. o 2 845. M4r.
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Sir G. smpon. 845. Mr. Edward Ellice.] I think that at those portages every' thing is
literally carried on mei's backs ?-~Yes.

26 February 1857. 84 . Mr. Kinnaird.] Did you not, after that interesting extract from your
book, recommend to the Company the establishment of a settlement somewhere
between the Lake of the Woods and the Rainy Lake.?-No ; I suggested that'
a missionary establishment might be formed there.

847. Which would attract settlement ?-Merey for the improvement of the
Indian population.

848. You recomniended it as a place adapted for a missionary station, which,
in other words, would be adapted for a settlement ?-A missionary settiement
would live by fishing in a great degree; they could niot only raise produce
but fish, and give their time and attention to hunting during the winter.

849. Are you not aware that the whole of the manure which is made in the
Red River Settlement is wasted, because it is not required for the improvement
of the land, it being so fertile ?-Some improvident, careless people, who know
very little about cultivation, rather than take the trouble of collecting their
manure, throw it over the side.

850. I believe it is not required ?-In some parts it is required; in the low
alluvial points it is not required; the low alluvial points which are improved
year by year, or every second or third year, from the overflowing of the river,
require n manure.

851. Mr. Bel.] What communication is there -on the shores of the Saskatch-
ewan towards Edmonton; what is the nature of the country ?-The country is
level; it is a rolling prairie.

852. It is a practicable country ?-Yes ; I have travelled on horseback through
the whole of that prairie country. I bave travelled from the Red River-to
the Columbia on horseback.

853. Mr. Gurney.) I understand you to have spoken of the right bank of the
river of the Rainy Lake; by.the right bank, do you mean the southern bank or
the northern bank ?-Going down the stream; the north-eastern bank.

854. Going down the stream would be rather the southern bank ?-No,
north-east; the opposite side is south-west, the American bank.

855. Does not that bank belong to the United States ?-No, théeright bank
of the Raiy Lake River is British territory; the river dividés the territory ; the
right bank, going down the stream from the Rainy Lake to the Lake'of the
Woods, is British territory.

856. The opposite bank is American ? -Yes.
857. Then the right bank is what would rather be the northern bank on this

map ?-The north-eastern.
858. Opposite the southern part of Vancouver's Island there is a place on

the maps marked Fort Langley ?-That is at the mouth of Fraser River.
859. I believe you mentioned that there was no very good land between

Frase. River and the coast ; but how is the land immediately inland from, Fort
Langley, between Fraser hiiver and the American boundary ?-The. boundary is
Fraser River, or very nearly so.

86o. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] Does not Fraser River run north nnd south ?
-I think the'boundary is very hear Fraser River, at the mouth of Fraser
River.

86 1. Mr. Gurney.] My object was rather to inquire whether Fort Langley
was ina any way the centre of a small district of good land ?-No, it is near the
southern boundar of the British territory.

862. What is the character of that district ?-All the way down Fraser River
to vithin abou.t 50 miles of Fort Langley, it is au exIceedingIy rapid river.

863. What is the nature of the land eastward from Fort Langley, inland ?-
A short distance to the eastward is level; there is a mountiaius country
higher up the strean.

k64. Therefore there is a space of level land immediately'inland from Fort
4 2Langley ?- Yes.

365. Is thë nioith of tie iraser -River-at ail available as -a port or-outleti?-.
No ; there is a bar at the mouth of the river; vessels with a-small draught of
water would take the ground.

866. That bar could not be easily renoved ?-It would fill up again imme-
diately. .86. Mr.
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867. Mr. Charles Pitzwilliam.) Do you know'what the water on the bar is?
-I think about eight or nine feet.

868 Mr, Lowe.] Which do you consider the best way to the Red River
Settlement from Europe ?-Through the United States, by Minesota.

$69. By St. Paul's ?-By St. Paul's.
870. From Canada, which do you consider the best way?-By Lake Superior,

Fort William and Rainy Lake, into Lake Winnipeg, and then on the southera
side of Lake Winnipeg.

871. 1s that the way you went yourself ?-Forty times 1 passed over that
ground.

872. Mr. Bell.] Is there any other praàticable route from Canada to the
Red River? iother.

873. North of Lake Superior inland ?-There is no other practicable route.
874. What bas induced you to change your opinion since you wrote that

passage in your journey with regard to the nature of the climate and the soil,
and its applicability for cultivation, because I observe that you had been 20
years in the country when you wrote that passage ?-I had never given par-
ticular attention to the climate of the country, nor to the fact of the country
being one continued morass, behind, until after my narrative was written ; the
Company have a farni at the outlet of the Rainy Lake at the commencement
of the river, and our crops very frequently fail.

875. Mr. Edward Ellice.] At Red Rivei Settlement, owing to the great
incertainty of the crops, do .not the Company keep two years' consumption of
grain on hand in caâe of accident ?-Yes, that bas been our object; we never
can get up a stock of grain.

87t. With regardto those floods which you have spoken of, are you not
aware that they have happened repeatedly on former occasions ?-Yes; there
was a flood upon one occasion, a few years previous to 1820, on mny first
visiting the country. In 1826 the whole country was one continued sea,

877. And in 1848, I think ?-Yes, about 1850 or 1851' there was another
flood.

878. To give the Committee an idea of those floods, what did the breâdth of
the river increase to ?-There was no river; it was a continued sea for hun-
dreds and hundreds of square miles.

879. With regard to the farming at Red River, do you consider it the inte-
rest of the,Çompany to promote agriculture there ?r-it is very desirable, for
the purpose of furnishing ourselves with the means of living.

88o. Have the Conpany been in the habit of giving encouragement to
agriculture at Red River ? -- We have promoted agriculture by every means in
our power.

881. Have the Company established model farms ?-We did establish a model
farm.

882. Have the Company taken out stock on purpose to promote and im-
prove the breeds ?-Yes; the most improved breeds of cattle and horses and
sheep.

883. You told us about the character of the. territory in Rupert's Land and
in Oregon, but you have said nothing of the character of the land in the part
of Canada occupied by your posts, and more especially the part between
Sault St. Mary and Fort William; what is the character of the country on the'
north side of Lake Superior between those points ?--It is a very craggy, barren,
rugged country; a surface of rock,

884. Viscount Sandoun] You are well acquainted, I imagine, with the Assi-
niboine branch of the Red River ?-Yes.

885. Will you state te the Committee how far it is navigable ?-There are
shoals and rapids at the very commencement of the stream.

886. For what distande ?-From the Forks where it unices with the Red River,
I think about three miles, therè is the fifst rapid ; and 20 or g0 miles higher up
a further rapid, and above that there are very frequent rapide.

887. So that it is in fact unfitted for navigation ?-Quite so.
M$-W WhiatVs.the-charavt~.erothe nd: along the banks of that river The

land is pretty good immediately along the banks.
889. E thinkfthe land is cultivable nearly to the sources of the Assiniboine

river; immediately upon the banks.
890. That is for a distance »oF about 150½ miles ?-Yes.

.. 3 891. A forner

Sir G. Simpion.

26 Febnary 1857,
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. 89t. A forner witness has stated that the Americans are extending their
settlements very rapidly towards the Red RiWr, and that numbers have crossed

r. tb-e bowdary ; do you imagine that fact to be correct ?-l am not aware of
any Ainerican settlers having crossed the boundary.

892. Woidityou bav the means of knowing?--Yes, deeidedly; I think the
neare s t en the iericanEs is at the Crow Wing River, one of the
biaz«ljsoi "0tel mitasîp,

893. Chairman.] How far is that off !-I think perhaps 350 to 400-milew.
894. Mr. Charlei 1ltzwilliain.] Does the Crow Wing run below St. Peter's

River or above it?-It falls into the Mississippi above St. Peter's; abuve the
falls of St: Anthoüy; the Crow Wing River is above St. Paul's.

895. Mr. Gladstne.] Is St. Paul's néar the junction of the St. Peter's with
the Mississippi?-Yes.

896-.Where is the Crow Wing ?-The Crov Wing is about 100 mailes nearer
Red River, I think ; it is not maarked on this inap.

897. Mr. Kinnaird.] Io there not a settlement at Pembina ?-Yes. I call the
settlement of Pembina an offshoot from Red itiver; it is principally inhabited
by half-breeds froni the settlement of Red River.

898, It is in the United States territory ?-It is on the frontier.
899. Therefcre, in fact, there is an Ameran settlement 4earer than you

*)4ve stated-?-o,; I think they are settled,within the British territory. I am
npt.awarethat they are outside the line.
,.oo, Does not Fort Pembina belong to the Americans ?-There is nô fort at

IPembina. Fort Pemnbina is an old trading establishment of the iudson's Bay
Çompany? ;. .- . ' 

0 w.MrI Gr.oga.] But does Fort Pembina lelong to the Hudson's Bay
Compàny or to the Americans ?--Fort Pembina did belong to us.

902. To whomi dQesit-belong now ?-Thergis pq Fort Pembina now.
9(. Lneani the settlem»entor, the stiatioi or whatever youi plese to caU it ?

-I think the settlers are upon both sides of the line.
904.ieOuhtBOdM] oun inagine tfht theneareat American settlement is on

the Crow Wing Riverl-.I consider that an American settlement because there
,is an Amlerican population J cnsider it the neatest American settlement.

905. 1:i.t-was proved that thre -were American settiers• coning in consider-
able numbers to the British b6undary you would think that a, considerable
argument in favourof the goodness of that territory,'would you not ?-4do not
think-they would go to the Red eiver-from the United States or anywhere else
for the purpose of settlement.

906. I only asked you whether, supposing that was proved, you would not
regard it as a considerable argument in favour of the character of-the territory?
-Yes ; but I should not agree, in that fact.

907. Mr Blaçkbur. Provided that they settled for the purpose of agricul-
ture ?-Yes; but*i am satiefied that they will tiot do so.

go8.:Mr. ikarles Fiawiliam.] You say that the nQrth shore of Lake
Superior is barre and rocky ?-It is, except at the outlets of the rivers; the
general character is rugged and barren, and a :sûrface of rock and water and
swamp.
. 909. Js there anytimuber immediately on the sborè of Lake Superioi?-
Very little*; scarcely any; it ls ali burnt ; it is a burnt wood country,

.910. Burnt by what ?-By fires having overrun the country; the greater
part of the thiek-wooa country is overrun by fires.
s, 91 ic Of. what wood are tiose. the remsan;; ls it a fi woQd ?-It a snill

description of fir.
S91Î. Wbat le the breadth of<'that beit o tinber -It extends from the
sîhreo of, LaleSuperior to the shores of

913. Without any intermission ?-"Yes ; except by I think there is a
larger surface of water tliar of land in the wbole of that thiek-wood country.

914.. When youget fronm Laçe Sguperior, n4 trave norh 4 ot yot copime
to any éountry whMelçis ti b rk -Wnp ift Wood ?-At the
Riyer amenistiquoia falling into Lake Superor rt WitliaUm, for 20 illes,
J think there is agood déal of maple, ond periaps ý smnall quantity of oak;
J have not ioticed oak.

915. That
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'915. That wood grows on the valley of the Kamenistiquoia ?--Yes; that is ' Sir G. simpun.
Sor, barely 20 miles.

916. I do not mean so far to the west as that; there is a place called the 26 February 1857.
Pic ?-Yes, it is a perfectly barren post; it is sand upon the beach- and rock
behind.

917. It is a mineral country, though, is it not ?-Yes; all along the eastern-
shore of Lake Superior is a mineral country.

y18. There is copper ?-Copper.
919. And irou?-Yes.
920. And the vegetation is pine wood ?-Yes.
921. When you go through a belt, say of two miles of that country from the

shores of the lake, do you not then come to a maple and oak vegetâtion ?-
Certainly not. -There may be patches here Ad -there on the banks of the
river of maple, but in a very sinall quantity.

922. lhe country rises fron the bank of the shore oLake Superior, does it
not ?-Yes ; - to the watersbed.

923. You come into a country filed with small lakes and morasses ?-Yes.
924. How are those lakes formed ?-They have been lakes from thé begin-

ning of time, I believe. These basins are formed by large qualititiès of snow,
and the morasses are very deep, and the season is not sufficieitly long to dry
them up. I

925. Are there not some artificial reasons for that, as there are on the south-
shore of Lake Superior ?-No; I am not aware of any.

926. Dams of different sorts ?-No.
927. Then it is not of the same nature as the shore on the southern side of

Lake Superior ?-I am not aware that the waters are dammed on the southein,
shore.

928. With regard to Frazer River, you said that the country on the miain-
land was generally unfavourable for cultivation ?-Yes.

929. But there are farina at Fort Langley, I think ?-There is a farm at Fort
Langley. 1

930. Mr. Edward Ellice.] To what extent; how many acres ?-Perhàps &bout
20 acres,

931.- Mr. Charks -Fitzwiiam.] But there is plenty of room for 4nore --Ye8.
932. Chairman.j There is some extent of ground there fit for kltivation ?-

Yes, at Fort Langley.-
933. What extent should you say?-,Perhaps several hundred quare miles.
934. What sort of cultivation;- would it grow wheat ?-It nig t grow'wheht:
935. Is it as good as the southern portion of Vancouvers 1 ÎZd ?-Not Bo

good, I should think; it is a more moist blimate.
936.- It la not so good in point of climate ?-I should think not.I
937. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] la not the drought at the southern end lof

Vancouvers elland, rather a drawbàek 'to cultiyation in the sammer time,?-
1 am pot able to speak to Vancouver's Island.

938 ls the country round Fort Langley of the saine character as that betwéen
Nisquülly and Frazer River ?-No, it is a more thick-wood country,; from
NisquaUly to very near Frazer River,is a prairie'country, with; patches of
wood.

939. Or rather-a woody country with Patches of prairie ?-Yes
940. lI the country to the north of the 'British line like ,the country about

Nisqually? PNo; itisathik-woodcountry.,
941. till, with small prairies v-No; I think the" prairies' are not go

frequent.'
942. Mr. Grogan.] You havé describedto -us the countries as having been

visited by very -severe floods.; was there any particular eatise, such as Au early
opring, or the sudden melting of the mountain snowk, which occasioned it to
Yes ,there wasevere weathernuntil>thé season was far advaeed, and thensui
bu"at oUt with great power.

943, And this great extdat of flood was tie overflow of the rivéa ?--es.
-- 9',44.,Tr whic~h 'oftherivalyo-utr Plipä titttibat h id1di ?lt

was all over,not only Red Rivei- but,the. wlole of the country.
945. Gèneíàâlly through the whôle district ? es, the YorkRiteriid Moose

River; thèy *ere obliged to-getltheir godds out of the Mtores ac p oth it
stages, for theýurpose of being saved from the, flod.

0.25.- G4 946. 'iien,



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFOItE THE

Sir G

26 Feb

. Simpson. 946. Then those particular floods were not local, in fact, in the neighbour-
hood of the Red River ?-No.

ruary 1857. 947. They were general through the country ?-Yes.
948. With regard to the Red River Settlement, was that settlement more

damaged or more exposed to flood than any other part ?-It was; it was more
exposed and more injured, because there was a larger population.

949. The Red River discharges itself into Lake Winnipeg ?-Yes.
950. Is there any obstruction to the river going into the lake ?-No.
951. Or to the waters of the lake finding their way into the sea ?-No. The

lake was overflowed, which rendered it necessary to remove out establishmnents
from the lower end of the lake.

952. Would the existence of those 47 portages which you described as on>-
York River, up to Lake Winnipeg, in any way conduce to damming up the
waters, and fiooding the country ?-Lake Winnipeg empties itself into Nelson
River, a little way to the northward.

953. Are there. any obstructions on that river which would tend to dam up
the waters of Lake Winnipeg ?-None at all.

954.. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Is it not the general flat nature of the country
which causes the fiood ?-Yes.

955. There is not declivity enough to carry off the water ?-Just so.
956. Mr. Bell.] The saine a in the neighbourhood of Lyons, in France ?

-Yes.'
957. Mr. Gordon.] When did the last great flood occur ?--In 185 1.
958. Mr. Bell.] Do you know the neighbourhood of Fort Alexaftder ?-I do.
959. What sort of country is it ?-The back country is thick wood country;

the timber is pine, and there is a great deal of swanip ; it is a swampy country.
960. Mr. Gladstone.] With respect to the ivheat, at the Red River Settle-

ment, at what period do they sow?--They sow in the early part of. iay,
I think.

961. And when do they reap ?-In August.
962. Is the harvest pretty good, or is it overtaken by the winter, ,ylthout

having sufficient sun to ripen the corn ?-The crops are usually, or tlways,
secured beforethe winter septs in.

963. From whence did t he Hudson's Bay Company bring the corn and other
provisions for its servants before the Red River Settlement was founded ?--Very
little grain was used in the country previously to that time. The provisions
used in transport were pemican, a compound of buffalo meat and tallow ; the
buffalo meat dried upon stages, and ground down, and mixed up with the fat of
the animal.

964. Then it was almost entirely aniMal food ? -Animal food and fish.,
965. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Is it not in a great theasure so now ?-Yes, in

travelling to the northward.
966. Mr. Gladstone.] Was there no regular import of grain or other vegetable

produce into the Hudson's-Bay territory before the Red River Seulement was
founded ?-Merely for the use of the e'stablishments upon the coast, and for-the
Indians near those establishments.

967. From whence was that grain brought.-From England.
968. Bv the Hudson's Bay Company ?-Yes, through Hudson's Bay.
969. You do not consider that the Hudson's Bay route is the most economuical

or convenient route, ima commercial sense, for connecting the Hudson's Bay
country with England, do you ?-No great extent of traffic can be carried òn
through Hudson's Bay, inasmuch as the season is exceedingly short; the Bay
is never free of ice.

970. How long is it open ?-About two months.
971. With regard to the Saskatchewan River, are the banks of it tolerably

timbered ?-There is very little tiînber on the banks of the Saskatchewan.
972. Is there such a deflciency of timber both on the Upper and Lower

Saskatchewan that that of itself would, in your view, constitute a serious
impediment to settlement ?-Decidedly; throughout the whole of that prairie
cointry-from parallel -490 northwards,- I think the want-of -fuel- would- be- a-
great drwback to settlement.

973, I- not the Red River country pretty well timbered ?-It vas pretty
*elltimub)ered, but people are now un'der the neçessify of going further for
timber; they go up the river anl raft it downt 40 or 50 or 60 miles.

974. Are
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974. Are the outfalls of Lake Winnipeg exclusively into Hudson's Bay ?-- Sir G. Simpson.
Yes.

975. Are there several ?-No; the lake empties itself by Nelson River into 26 February 1857.
the sea.

976. Entirely ?-Yes.
977. Mr. Kinnaird.] You say that there is no timber on the Saskatchewan

River ?-There is very little timber.
978. Has any search been made for coal in that district ?-Yes; an inferior

deséription of coal, a lignite, has been found near Edmonton.
979. Mr. Bell.] You say there is very little timber in that country; I find

that in your Journal of a Journey from the Red River Settlement across the
Rocky Mountains, you constantly describe the country in this way; "Pictresque
country, lakes witl gently sloping banks, the greensward crowned with thick
woods ;" then you say, " Beautiful country, iofty hills, long valley, sylvan lakes,
bright green, uninterrupted profusion of roses and blue-bells, softest vales,
panorama of hanging copses"?-Yes, there were a great many flowering
sbrubs.

98o. Then you say that within a day's march of Carltoi, on the Saskatche-
wan, in latitude 53°, there were large gardens and fields, and an abundance of
potatoes and other vegetables ?-Yes.

981. JI understood you to say that there were no woods in that country ?-
There is a very snall quantity of wood; insufficient for the purposes of a large
population.

982. About Edmonton, as to the pasturage, your remark is that it is
luxuriant, and that the barley is very productive ?-Yes, it Is very good.

983. Chairman.] Will you state to us the system under which the country is
managed, with regard to trade and government, with :reference to the Indian
population ; in short, the machinery which is employed ; how many officers and
servants altogether are employed by you in the management of the territory
of the Hudson's Bay Company ?-There is the governor-in-chief, to begin
with; there are 16 chief factors, who are the principal officers, members of
our council; 29 chief traders, five surgeons, 87 çlerks, and 67 postinasters;
the last rank between the làbouring man and the clerk:

984. How many are employed at your trading posts ?-Those people are all
employed at our trading posts.

985. How many other agents are there emaployed at your trading posts ?-
We have no other agents,; we have servants.

986. How many servants have yoit P-There are about 1,200 permament
servants.

987. Dogs that Include voyageurs and people of' that sort ?-No; there are
about 500 voyageurs, and other temporary servants beside.

988. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Ïlow many are employed besides those occasion-
ally 1-There are 151) officers and crews of vessels.

989. What number of persons do you think the Company gives employment
to in the trading season ?-Peraps about 3,000.

990. Mr. Kinnaird.] Is that exclusive of Indians ?-That is including Indian
labourers.

991. Ckair'man.] Do you mean hunters ?-After the hunting season is over
the Indians:are frequently employed as boatmen or canoemen ; as temporary
servants.

992. You do inot include in that number, I presume, the Indian population
employed by the people from whom you purchase furs ?-No.

993. 'Wjiat number of Indians do you calculate are living in the whole of the
Hudson's By Territory ?-The Indian population of Rupert's Land we estimate
at 42,840. - ,

994. When was that calcuition muade ?-.This season ; I collected from
different datafl the information witbin reach when I .understood that 1 was
required to leaie Canada.

995. In -the "rest of- the te -itorwhat~r the numnei- ?-h tue~ndian
territory, east of the Rocky Mountains, 12,730 ; west of the Rocky Mountains,
80,000.

996. What is'the whole amount of Indian population within the tertitories
of the Iudsons Bay Company ?- 139,000.

0.25. H 997. Does
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~son. 997. Does that include the Indians in Vancouvers Island ?-Yes.
998. Since you have known that country, bas that number been on the

3857, increase or the decrease?:ýor two or three years previous to 1820 there was
a great mortality in the northern parts of the country, in the thiek wood
country, fron small-pox and meazles ; that vas in 1816, 1817 and 1818. After
that period we introduced vaccine innoculation, and the small-pox has been
unknown in the coun¡ry since then.

999. Since that period, do you believe that the number of the Indians hàve
increased or decreased--I tink the number of the Indians in the thick'wood
country has increased.

toco. Take them as a whole?-In the prairie ýcountry I think they have
decreased owing to wars and small pox.

oo1. By wars you mean wars among themselves ?-Yes.
1 ooz. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Those are the Indians an the frontier?-Yes, the

Blackfeet tilbes ; they are principally American Indians.
1003. Chairman.1 'What do you mean by the thickwood country ?-The

thickwood country is a very extensive district of country lying 300 or 400
miles inland round. Hudson's Bay; that is to say, to Lake Winnipeg, to the
barren grounds and to the height of land dividing the St. Lawrence or Canada
from Rupert's Land; that is the thickwood country.

1004.,To what do you attribute the difference which you state to have
existed in the number of the Indians; the numaber you say bas not diminished
in the thickwood country, and bas diminished elsewhere ?-1n -the thielápod
country they are more under our own care, under our own éye ;' we have a
certain control over then; among the ýrairie Indiaiis we have no control'.

i oo5. Do you mean that there are not vars between themselves' in the
thickwood country ?-There are no ars, and there i% no los% of life arising
from wars. There bas been no sal-pox; the country has been healthy, and
the means of living, if not very abundant, have been sufficient.

ioo6. To what extent liave vou been able to prevent the introduction of
spirits among the Indians ?-pirituous liquors have never been used as a
medium of barter for furs, within my knowledge.

1007. What is your system with regard to the Indians in connexion with'the
fur trade ?-Our mode of management is this - the Indians are usuaUy outfitted
from the establishment in the fall of the year with such supplies as will enable
them to get through the winter in comfort and make their hunts.

1oo8. How do you pay them for the furs which they bring ?-We pay theta
by barter entirely; money is not known in the country; they do not ,know
money ; it is a barter trade on a tariff of very old standing, varied from time
to time according to circumstances.,

1 oog. Do you ever encourage them to resort to agriculture under any cir-
cumstances, when it ca be doue ?-Always; we 'have encouraged them by
every means in our power.

1o0o. Where i-At the Rainy Lake, Cumberland, Swan River, Nàrway
House, and the seats of all the nissions. We are exceedingly anxious that
they should give their attention to,agriculture.

io i. Have they to any extent adopted agriculture?-Not to any inaterial
extent; they have a distaste for field labours.

1012. You state that there are wars in somè parts of the country between
different tribes of Indians -- Yes.

1013. -1 believe you have managed to preserve peace as between thered man
and yourselves ?-Decidedly.

1014. It has been almost etirely preserved ?--Yes; for 37 years, duriüg
which I have lad the principal management, there have been very few cases of
crime, considering the character of the population and the extent of, the
country.

1015. I believe during the last few years there has been a warfare of thëéiost
dreadful description carried on between the- inhabitants-of the U»ited-States
in Oregon and the Indian tribes in that neighbourhood ?-There has been.

1o16. It bas extended to your frontier, has it not ?-Yes.
1017. But has never passed that frontier ?-It has not gone beyond ; we have

sufficient influence with the Indians in the British territo-y west of the aroun-
tains to keepthem out of it.

loi8, In
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loi 8.- In what way isjustice administered in that country which is under Sir o. simpson.
your control?-As nearly as possible according to the laws of Englaüd; we
bave a very competent legal officer, who fills the office of recorder at Red River 26 February 1857.
Settlement.

o0 19. Sùpposing an outrage. takes place in a distant part of the country,
what happens ?-The case would be tried probably at Red River or at Norway
flouse.
. io2o. How eau that be doue; when a murder, for instance, takes place in a
very distant part of the country, what le then done ?-In one case three parties
who were'concerned in amurder were removed ,to Canada for trial, all the way
from Mackenzieds River, at great difficulty and great expense.

1os i. I suppose in very distant parts of the country you administer justice
as best ya nay ?-In iany instances wé have brought cases to Red River,
where the parties have been regularly tried by 3tIry.
- 1022. For minor offences what proceedings do you adopt practically?-
The Indian is reprimanded and held it disfavour for sone time.

1023.' Mr. Edward Ellice.] Will you illustrate that answer by giving a case
which occurred at Norway House recently ?-Some Indian-lads-broke into one
of our stores and they "were regularly tried, and two of them were transported
from their own district 300 miles off to ahother district; that was the entire
punishment; it was, in fact, no punishment; they were also severely repri-
mnanded.'

1024. Chairman.] What system do you adopt in the way- of preséiving dis-
cipline and proper subordination among your own oficers, scattered over this
vast extent of couuntry, at the different posts ?-1 do inot know that there is any
particular discipline; we generally contrive to have respectable men; our
çfliçers aré always highly respectable men, and, we generally keep orderly ser-
vants; our servants are orderly and well conducted.

102.5 Do you take care to keep a pretty strict supervision over them, and
does their advancement dépend altogether upon their conduct ?-There is a very
strict supervision.

1026. Besides your own territory, I think you administer a portion of the
territory which belongs'to Russia, under some arrangemènt with the Russian
Comnpany ?-There is a margin of coast marked yellowin the iap from 54° 40'
up to Cross Sound, which we have rented from the Russian-Americs Company
for a term of years.

1027. Is that the whole of that strip ?-The strip goes on to, Mount Saint
Elias,

1028. Where does it begin ?-Near Fort Simpson, lu latitude 54°; it rune up
to Mount St. Elias, which is further north.

1029. Is it the whole of that strip which is included between the British
territory and the sea ?-We have only rented the part between Fort Simpson
and Cross Sound.

1030. What is the date of that arrangement ?-That arrangement, I think,
was entered i»to about 1839.
, 1031. What are the terme upon which it was made; do you pay a rent for

that land ?-The British territory rmns along irdand from the coast about 30
oniler; the Russian territory runs afong the coast; we have the right of navi-
g4don through the rivers to hunt the interior country. 'A misunderstanding
okisted upon that point in the first instance; we were about to establish a
post upon one of the rivers, wbich led to very serious difficulties between the
Rusian-Americau Company and ourselves; we had a long korrespondence,
and, to guard against the recurrence of these difficulties, it was agreed that we
should lease this margin of coast, pnd pay them a rent ; the rent was, in the
fwst instance, in otters ; I thnk we gave 2,000 otters a year; it is now converted -
into money; kve give, I think,19,500 L a yea.

1032. Mí•. "ar/e Pitwilliam. Wàt otter is that ?--.The land otter from
the east side ôf the mountains; we now pay 1,500 L a year for the use of this
muaip*niof coast.

1033. Cawrman.] is~it a-lease for a termof ye Ithink the term was
originally 10 years.

1034. Mr. K-inafrd.] Hoe yô the whole care of it, or are there Russian
ofilcers in the territory ?-We have the éntire care of it.

0.25 1035. Mr.
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Sir G. Simpson. i 035ý Mr. Edward Ellice.] That was maintained through the last war, was
it not, in order that there should be no disturbance among the Indians ?-

26 February 1857. Yes.
S1036. Chairman.] Was anyinconvenience sustained before this arrangement

was made with regard to the management of the Indians, inasmuch as it was
found that spirits were'introduded among them by parties competing with one
another for the ,fur trade ? -Yes, there was a great abuse of spirituous
liquors.

1037. Was that the main inducemént to you and to the Russian Company
to make this arrange nt ?-It was not the principal induceient, but it was
one of the inducement year or two afterwards I entered into an arrangement
at Sitka ith the Gove. of Sitka that the use of spirituous liquors should be
entirely prohibited. A murderous sene took place under our own eyes at
Sitka, arising from a debauch among the Indians, and we came to an agreement
then that liquor should no longer be introduced into the country.

1038. Mr. Kinnaird.] Has that agreement been rigidly kept on their part?
-It has been rigidly kept, I believe, by them as well as by us.

1039. Mr. Gordon.] With regard to the administration of justice, is it not
the case that under the Acts by which the Company exercisé jurisdiction, viz.,
the 43 Geo. 3, antl the 1 & 2 Geo. 4, the Company are bound, under a penalty
of 5,000 1., to transmit cases of felony for trial to Canada ?-The ex-recorder of
Rupert's Land will be herè in- the course of a day or two, and I shouldrather
prefer that he should answer the question, and explain al matters connected
with the administration of the law.

1040. I suppose you would also wish to defer till the recorder is here, the
answer to the next.question which I shôuld put, viz., hor often "that had beeni
done ?-There have only been two cases transmitted to-Canacda in my time one
is the case of those Indians in Mackenzie's River, a few years ago, of whom I
spoke.

1041. How long has there been a recorder establislied at the Red River?-
In 1839 the first recorder was appointed there.

1042. Mr. Grogan.] What was the name of the recordei in 1839 ?-Adam
Thom.

1043. Mr. Gordon.) How %as justice adiministered previously to a récorder
being appointed?--There was never a criminal case within my recollection
previously to 1839, except the case to which I am alluding, in Mackenzie's
River.

1044. With regard to the introduction of spirits into the territory: are spirits
allowed to those who are in the employment of the Company ?--I may say that
the whole importation of spirits, from the year 1847. to the year 1856, averaged
under 5,000 gallons into the wvhole country.

1045. Are spirits habitually allowed to be, used by the servants in the
eiMployment of the Company ?-Certainly not.

1046. Not for their own use ?-Not for their own use; not even the officers
in some parts of the country are allowed the use of spirits.

1047. I find it state4 in a speech made by Mr. Gladstone, on the loth of
August, 1848, that in the year 1887, about 3,800 gallons of spirits had been
imported into the Hudson's Bay territory; and in the year 1845, three years
before the date of his speech, 9,075 gallons. Fromi the statement which you
have just made, I suppose we must concluade that that proportion has diminished
a good deal ?-In 1845 the quantity was increased, in consequence of a wing of
the sixth regiment having been sent to Red River; it was for the use of the
troops.

i048. Then we must not' take that as representipg an increase or decrease in
the consumption ?-No; the average since 1847 is 4911 gallons, it is under
5,000. Of that quantity, two-thirds are used by the 8,000 inhabitants of Red
River; the remainiing one-third, or 1,630 gallons, is all that'is allotted for the
use of our own servants, for an occasional dram to Indians who are employed in
transport with our own servants, and for the purchase of provisions mi parts of
tiië counfrywIierè we eaùniot get them otJdrWie

1049. I find in a report which was made by a Coinmittee of the House of
Cominons, which was appointed to consider the condition of the aborigines in
the British Colonies, a státement that the Coppermine Indians had decreased

Qne-half
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one-half; and among other causes which are assigned for that decrease, intem- Sir G. Simpson.
peranee is mentioned. . Have any but the Company's traders access to that
country ?-None, except the'Cormpany's traders ; that statement is not true ; no 26 February 1857.
liquor goes there.

io5o. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Is it not the fact that that'is one of the districts
into which spirits do not go at all?-No spirituous liquors bave been sent
northward of Cumberland to my knowledge since 1822.

i051. Either for the Company's servants or for the Indians ?-Not for any-
body ; neither for officers, servants, nor Indians.

1052. Mr. Gordon.] Then you presume that the Committee of the House of
Commons were misled by the evidence bèfore them ?-Decidedly.

i053. It has been stated to me by officers in the army who have travelled
in those parts of the country where 'the Conpany have stations on the
Sagqenay River, at Chicoutimi, for instance, that though liquor was not
traded with the Indians for furs, yet at the time the bargain was concluded
a certain quantity of liquor was always given to them as a present ; does it
appear to you that that differs in anything but zame from making spirits
a portion of the trade ?-I think it very likely that on the St. Lawrence, where
we are surrounded by opposition, that may hava ocearre'd. Where we have
opposition, we must, in order to get furs, do as other parties do; but we never
sell liquor. Liquor bas niever been used as a medium of barter. We are
opposed on the St. Lawrence by every shipmaster and every pilot and
fisherman.

1054. The greater portion of your European servants, I presume, come from
England or Scotland ; they are not born of white parents in the country ?-
The greater portion of our white servants are Orkney men; there are a few
Hlighlanders, and a very few Shetlanders; a large proportion of our servants
are half-breeds.

j055. With your Indian servants what sort of contract do you enter into;
how long is their term of service ?-Merely for the trip;,merely for the-summer.
They are sornetimes employed as express bearers going with letters, and they
are frequently employed as boatmen, mixed with the Company's servauts and
with thejhalf-breeds.

056. Is there any provision maade for your servants in case of sickness or old
age ?-There is no provision made for them. They are paid liberal wages, and
our servants very frequenly save large sums of money for their walk in life.
They generally leave the country before extreme old age comes on.

1 O57. But there is no regular provision for a person who becomes disabled in
your service ?-There is no provision.

io58. That happens, I suppose, not unfrequently from accidents ?-It does
happen, and it frequently happens, that the Company, after their return to Eng-
land, allow them a small pension.

1059. Mr. Edward Elice.] Have you ever known, in any case which was
deserving, a small pension refused?-Never.

i o6o Mr. Gordon.] I suppose this can hardly be considered as admiùistra-
tion of justice: I find that in Mr. Aléxander's Simpson's " Life of, 1r. Thomas
Simpson," at page 427, it is stated that the Company has the invariable rule of
avenging the murder by Indians of awy of its servants, by.blood foi l4ood,-with-
out trial. of any kind. Is that the case ?-We are obliged to punish Indïins as
a measure of self-preseivation' in some parts of the country.

i oG i. And without any form of trial ?-We seldom get hold of them 'for th
purpose of trial, and they are usually punished by theirown tribe. I scarcely
know a case, there may have been perhaps a few cases, in which our own ser-
vants have retaliated; but the Indians are usually punished by the tribe to
which they belong.

1062. Mr. Gregson.] Wht mode have you of ascertaining the population of
the Idians-We bave lista of the Indians belonging tovarious posts; we have
compared and checked them with the report of the Government officers who,
wentfto Vancouver's Islaud·some years ago, as regards the tribes to the, west of
the itaoriains, and withCol»xel Ikfrosli8ts, as regards ~hse og the eastsie,
and wehate arrived at thi* estimate of the pppulation

1963. Yu say that you fit outethe uIndmar-is that only for the hunting
season ?-They do not require any outftfortiie summer.

1064. Do they continue throughout the year to be provided for by
0.25. H 3 Company
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sie 0. simpson. Company in clothing ?-Yes.; that is to say, an Indian does not xequire
European clothing; he usually has blankets and a coat.

26 February 3857. 1065. Do they depend upon, you for their support throughout the year ?-
Entirely, except such as they provide themselves with skins. They are very
frequently clothed in skins; rabbit skins andleather; indeed, many of our own
servants are clothed in leather.

1o66. Mr. Kinnaird.] You stated just now the population in rough; -would
you have any objection to give in to the Committee a eopy of the estimated
census of the population which you have made. There are some other parts;
can you give us your census of the Red River population; you have got it,
I presume, in detail ?-I think I have; I am not certain; Itook these notes
previously to leaving Chnada.

bo67. I think, I heard -vou say -that one vessel or morp enters Hudson's
Bay for the supply ofthe colony ?-We usually emptoy two sbips to York; one
ship to Moose, and another to East Maine.

io68. May ships come and trade at York or Moose Bay, -if they choose, on
their own account; would every facility be given for other ships besides the
Company's ships coming ?-Not to oppose us in trade, because we conceive
that our charter sufliciently protects us.

169. You conceive that .your charter precludes any other vessels but the
Company's vessels trading at York and the Moose River ?-Yes.

1070. Under those circumstances might not' a larger stock of goods be
'kept at the Company's store at the Red River, so as to supply the demand
there ?- We keep in store generally a two years' supply of the most essential
articles of trade, to guard against the possibility of ,loss by the wreck of our
ships, or the burning down of our establishmentsii .

1071- Are'you not aware that you do not sufficiently supply the, Red River
Colony with goods ?-[ think the Red River Colony is usually suticiently
supplied.

1072. I thought that a great caravan annually went down, and got their
goods from the United States at St. Louis ?-Yes ; a caravan goes taking
buffalo robes for sale in'the United States, and cattle for sale and bringing back
tobacco in somè cases; they likewise smuggle liquor into the country, and
there are other supplies which are to be had cheaper from the, United States,
than from England.

1073. Mr. Edward Ellice.] With regard to the traders, cannot the traders at
Red River get out whatever they like in your ships by Hudson's Bay ?-Any-
thing they like except liquor. We object to becomeý the freighters of liquor.

j 074. Aid the traders at Red River may charter ships on. their pwn account,
so long as they do not interfere with the fur trade '-Yes; they have never
charteréd a ship yet, because they get their freight cheaper through'the Com-
pany than they can by charter.

1075. Mr. Bell.] Have you never refused to take goods for any of the
traders of the Red River ?-I think on one or two occasions we may have doue
so; perhaps on one occasion. . I am not satisfied of that.

1076. Mr. Gordon.] Was that in the case of a Mr. James Sinclair ?-Yes.
1077. Mr. Edward Ellice.] That was when it was in contemplation to jiter-

fere with the fur trade ? -Yes.
1078. Mr. Lowe.] Will you state what the casé was with respect to

Mr. James Sinelair ?-There was some objection.
1079. What did he want to do ?-We objected to bring out goods for him at

one time.
o8o. What goods did he want you to bring.out.?-ritish manufactures.

io81. You objected on whatground ?-On the ground that he was to employ
them in the fur trade.

1082. Mr. Kinnaird.] The Company does not oppose a passive hinderauce to
the entrance of goods or of people necessarily ?-Not at all; weetake their goods
out on freight.

1083. If. I wanted to bring a mechanic into theý Red I4iver, could I do so ?-
Decidedly; we should afford him a passage.

1084. Then the Company -would facilitate the entrance of free labourers of
good character who~should present- themselves, by givint them a passage ?-
Un paying.

1085, Allowing them to have the benefit of the Com any's stores upon the
termis
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terms of the Corpany's servants ?-No, not on the terms of the Company's
servants; the Company's servants receive very low wages.

i o86. You have- told us, I think, that no other ship would be allowed to trade
at York ?-Yes.

1087. Therefore if I wanted to import a mechanie, you would allow him to
come in your ship ?-Decidedly.

1o88. Might not he trade on the same terms as the Company's servants;
might not he buy his things in the same way ?-'He might buy his things as the
other inhabitants of Red River do.

1089. And he might have the benefits of the Company's stores ?-Yes,; our
shops are open to all parties.

1090. He would have to pay for his passage ?-Yes.
iogi. By a fixed tarif ?-There is a regular passage money charged, which

t cannot call to memory at this minoent. 1 Every facility is afforded; a passage
has never been refused to any one that l am aware of.

1092. There is an idea that the Company opposes the settlement of Indians
as agricultural labourers or as a Christian community ?-It is not the case.

1093. What is the tenure of the land in the Company's territory ?-Nine
hundred and ninety-nine years.

1094. Is the right of the Indians to sufficient lands for their support
recognised ?-They occupy lands wherever they please. The Indian bas never
been required to pay for lands.

1095. Do you pay no chief for the occupation of land yourselves in the
Indian settlement ?-There is a very old respectable chief, a man who bas been
very friendly to the whites; we support him principally.

10 96. Do you not recognise their holding their possession. of land ?-No;
the land was purchased of them, I think, in the time of Lord Selkirk by a regular
purchase ; a certain quaitity of ammunition and tobacco, and various other
sûpplies being given for it.

1097. What provision is made, or can be Made, for the settlement of such
as desire to become agricultural labourers, or to live 'as a community; what
would be the facility given by the Company ?-They would be permitted to take
lands, wherever vacant lands were found, at a price which might be considered
nominal; the prices are never exacted.

i 098. Is the Indian settlement at the' Red River approved of and encouraged
by the Company ?-Decidedly.

i099. In every way ?--In every way.
1 i oo. What provision is made for the instruction of these Indians ?-The

Church Missionary Society have a missionary in charge of the settlement.
1io. Mr. Edward Ellice.1 Will you state what religious establishments

there are-?-In tde Corpany s territory there are 19 missionary stations of the
Church of' Eigla-nd, 12 Roman-catholic, 4 Wesleyan, and 1 Presbyterian,
making a total ofi86, In Oregon there Is'a Roman-catholic mission. On the
Gulph of St. Lawrence, one. At Albany and Temiscaming, one. , At the Pic
there is a Wesleyan missionary. At Fort Willian there is a Roman-eatholie
missionary : and at Vancouver's Island there is a Church of England missionary,
making in all 42 missionary stations.

1192. Mr. Kinnaird.] What provision is made for the chaplain? - The
Bishop of Rupert's Land has a salary of 300 1. a year from the Company. l
aid of schools he has 100 1. a year. The bishop's chaplain, at Red River, has
150 1. a year. At York, 50 1. a year. At Moose, 50 1. a year. At East Main,
50 1. a year. At Victoria and Vancouver's Island, 200 1. a year. The Roman.
catholic mission at Red River bas 100 1. a year. At Oregon, 100 1. a year. On
the Gulph of St. Lawretce, 105 1. a year.

1103. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliainj What do you mean by Oregon; Oregon is
in the United States ?-We call it Oregon,

1104. Do you give ieligious. instruation to the inhabitants of the tUnited
States ?-No; there is a Roman-catholic bishop who was taken across by us a
good many years ago to Oregon, aid he remains there on the promise that he
should be allowed 100 l. a year.

I 105. Mr. Roebuch.] Do you pay hirm --We pay him- 100 i. a year.now.
11o6. And you maintain him in the United States territory ?-We give

him 100 1. a year.
1107. He being in the United States territory ?--He being in, the -United

States territory.
0.25. R 4 -1108. Mr.

Sir G. Simpson.

26 February 185 7.
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Sir G. Sinpson. i1 o8. Mr. Edward Elice.] You have possessory rights, i believe, undr the
treaty ?-Yes.

e6 February 1857. 11og. Mr. Roebuck.] But has not Oregon been given up by treaty ?-By that
treaty our possessory rights are retained.

i1 i o. What possessory rights have you?-We have various establishments;
pasture grounds; hunting grounds. ,We claim very large possessory rights.

1111. Mr. Edward Elice.] Have you not also the free navigation of, the
river,--Yes.

i i 2. Mr. Roebuck.] What do you mean by possessory rights; do you mean
rights under the charter ?-Rights as British subjecté previously to, the treaty.

1113. Had you possession of land?-Ve'had'possession of land.
i i 4. How did you acquire it ?-Under the licence to trade.

. i 15. But that is not possession of land ?-Yes, under the licenci to trade
we had various possessions in the country.

i i 16. Do you understand that a licence to trade gives you possession of the
land ?-We understood so.

1117. That is' the interpretation which you give to thç words "a right to
trade," that it gives you a right to the land ?-We conceive so.

u i 8. In fée-simple ?-l do not say under what tenure, but wç consider that
it gives us a right to the land.

i19. So that when you received by charter from the Crown a monopoly tg
trade over certain portions of territory, you believe that the whole of that
territory was ceded to you ?-No, not the whole of the territory that we trade
over, but the territory that we bring into cultivation.

1120. How much land -did you bring into cuigivation in Oregon ?-I really
cannot tell.

1121. Did you bring 100 acres ?-Five thousand acres,
1 12 2. Into cultívation ?r-Yes.
1123. A-nd those are aIl the possessory rights .which you have ?-We have

various establishments all over Oregon; we have t1iem in various parts of the
Columbia Uiyer and Puget Sound.

1124. MT. Edward Ellice.] Are you not aware that in addition there is the
Puget Sound Company, who also have those rights reserved under the treaty ?
-'Tes, that is an offshoot of thé Hudson's Bay Company; an agricultural esta-
blishment formed by the Hudson's Bay Company, or parties connected with or
interested in the Hudson's Bay Company, encourýged by the Qovernment of
the day. e t

1125. Mr. Kinnaird.] 1 gather from your evidence, that in stating the
number of people whom you employ, yoi do not oonsider the Indiàns who hunt
for you to be your servants ?-We do not.

f126. Is not the Compainy pledged to them by payments in advance ?-
Decidedly; that is to say, an Indian to make his' hunt must be provided with
certain necessaries to enable him to live during.the winter; he requires a gun;
he requires ammunition; he requires blanketting.

1127. Are they not to all intents and purposes your own servant% hunting
for you, for which you pày. them in advance ?-There is no contract; there is
an understanding that they will pay ms if they cau. If the In4ian is sick, we
lose the outfit.

i 28. You make him payments in advance; then you settle witlh him aftee
the hunt, andin the event of any illness, or sickness, or of old age, you under-
take to provide for him ?-We consider that a dead loss,

,1 I,29. What provision do you make for the instruction of these Indians ?-
In the different parts of the country favourable for settlement we alwdys encou-
rage missions; but in iany parts of the country it would be impossible to
Icollect any body of Indians; the means of subsistence are not sufficient to do ro,

1130. As the missions, extended would you grant assistance ?-Decidedly;
we are anxious to iipprove the condition of the Indians.

1131. What grants in aid are given for the education of the half-breeds and
the Indians ?-We give no grants in aid. The half-breede are quite in a condi-
tion to pay for themselvesi - the inhabitants- of -the -country ; the heads of
families.

1132. And the Indians ?-They are brought to the missions.
133. 14 fact, you think they are able to take care of themselves, and you

make no grants in aid for their education ?-No.
1134. The



SELECT COMMITTEE ON HE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY. 65

I 34. The barter of ardent spiri , you said, was never allowed under any Sir G. siùnpson.
circumstances ?-Never for furs. n the Saskatchewan it is necessary to give
a smal quantity of spirits to the lain Indians, as an inducement to bring in 26 February 1857.
provisions, otherwise they will t do so; these are principally American
Indians. A small quantity is '.wise given to some of the Indians at the
Rainy Lake, who supply us with ried sturgeon and wild rice.

11.35. Have any ordinances or es been passed by the Council on the sub-
ject of ardent spirits ?-Yes.

1136. Can you put in copies f your rules with respect to ardent spirits ?-
The most effectual rule is not to troduce the article.

1137. Have you no written *nute fron the Couneil ?--No, I think not.
There can be very littie spirit used, inasmuch as the whole importation is
under 5,000 gallons.

1138. What is the amount o ardent spirits imported in the ships ?-Four
thousand nine hundred and so e odd gallons.

1139. How is it distributed in the territory ?-Two-thirds of that quantity
are for sale to the inhabitants f Red River, who would otherwise distil. We
have had great difficulty in pr venting them from establishing distilleries in the
country.

1140. Are the Company's regulations, to your knowledge, violated in that
respect ?-I think not.

1141. Have any of the offi ers of the Company been called to account for bar-
tering ardent spirits where i was not necessary ?-No, not that I am aware of.
We are so decidedly opposed to the use of spirituous liquor in any of our esta-
blishments that no officer w uld venture to act in opposition to our desire.

1142. I think you said t at the government of the country was vested in a
council ?-Yes.

1143. Are the transactio s secret ?-Not at all.
1144. Are minutes kept ? Yes.
1145. And is it open to t e public; may anybody have access ?-All criminal

and other legal cases are tr' d at Red River, and are open to the public. There
was a trial by jury last ye - at Norway House which was open to the public;
but our owh deliberations 'th reference to the management of the trade of the
country are not open to t public.

1146. Is there any ban out there for the use of, the servants; any savings
bank or any place where t ey can deposit their savings ?-We have no savings
bank; but the Company ow the interest of the day, I think it is four per cents,
to any parties who may cboose to leave their money in their hands, or they will
pay their balances, as the accrue froin year to year, as they may desire.

1141. Io every facility 'ven in that respect at the different posts ?-In the
Red River Settlement we ave gold, silver, and copper as a circulating medium,
and a paper eurrency. at paper currency is redeemable by drafts on London
at 60 days.

1148. If any of your s at the different posts wanted to place money at
interest, you' would allow Ithem four per cent. upon it ?-If they choose to leave
their money in our handÉ they get four per cent."for it.

1149. Have you it in contemplation to fori a savings bank in any part of
your territory ?-No ; it never been .contemplated ; we have never thought
of it ; it has never been uggested.

1150. Mr. Lowe.] In hom does the executive power reside ; in tiie governor
exclusively ?-The goveror and his council.

1151. The Council of Factors ?-Yes.
1152. Consisting of 14 ?--Yes; and where there is not a suficient number of

chief factors, the numb$r is made up by chief traders; that is as -regards the
-Company's affairs, the b4siness of the country.

1153. As regards the government of the territory, how is it governed; I am
no*tspeaking not of trade, but of the general government of the territory ?-
In the Red River Settlenient, in the district of Asiniboia, the present recorder
is the governor of the district.

1154. He has the exeéutive power as well as the judicial ?-Yes.
-155. What--extent of territory is that over ?-The district~óf Aesiibôa-takes

50 miles by the compass round the Resd River Settlement.
11.56. Has he any assistance in that, or does he do it entirely himself?-The

fact is there is very little to be done ih that respect.
0.25. , . ' 1157. What
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1157. What there is to be done he does ?-Yes; our gaols are almost always
empty ; they scarcely ever have an inmate.

7, 1158. As to the rest of the territory, how is that governed ?-By myself and
the council.

1159. Have you any legislative power ?-No.
i 6o. You cannot make laws in the territory ? -We can make laws as far as

regards the management of our own affaiis, which is the only case in which we
have occasion to make laws.

i 161. As to the tenure of land, how is it regulated; what law is in force in
the territory ?-The law of England, 1 imagine.

-1162. Up to what period ?-Up to the present time.
1163. You spoke of a lease of 999 years; why is the land not given in free-

holad ?-Our counsel in this country recommended that lease.
1164. Do you know why ?-No.
1165. Who grants the lease î-The Company ; generally the governor of

the district. i

166. Under the teal of the Company !-Under the seal of the Company.
1167. Have you a seal of the Company out there ?d-Yes, as Governor-in-

chief.
116S. Has the Company in London any legislative power ; can it make laws

for the territory 1-It gives instructions with regard to the mode of conducting
the business.

î 1169. There is no power of making laws, then, at all, as I understand, for thé
territorv ?-On the subject of the laws, I would beg to refer to the recorder.

l 170. Mr. Edward Elice.] Is it -not the case that th°e directors in London
have the supervision of the acts^of the council ý-Yes.

1171. Mr. Lowe.] The Governor is the Executive ?-Yes.
1172. All over the territory ?-Yes.
1173. There is no legislative power at all, as I understand; there is no power

to make laws in anybody ?-We make such laws as are necessary.
11'/4. You do not make Statutes at h--?.-No,
1175. Do you makè Ordinances ?-No, we have never had occasion to make

Ordinances; we 'have passed certain:-Resolutions of, Council. m
1176. Are they considered binding in. the nature of laws on the inhabitants

of the territory ?-They are principally in reference to our' own trade; the
laws are administered as nearly as possible -iii accordaníce with the laws of
fngland by the recorder of the country, and the late recorder is now on his
way to Londop, înü will be forthcoming in the course 'of a day or two.

1177. Where do these 16 faotors, who form thé council, live ?-All oiver the
country.

1178. Are they summoned every year to ineet ?-A suùffcient-number assem-
ble for-the purpose of holding a connei every year.

1179. Where do they meet ?- At Norway House.
i 1o. At what time ?-Geeneraly about the 1oth, or 15th, or 20th of June,
1181. Mr. Beil.] What number is considered suflicient ?-I think seven

factors with the Governor.
1182. Mr. Lowe.] Does the public ever attend the discussions of this

councni?-No, never; the public would-be our owu servants.
S1183. Mr. Kinnaird.] There is a council at Red 'tiver?!-Yes, at Assiniboia,

where the recorder resides, and where the white population is assembled
1184. MIr. Lowe.] Has the recorider a concil -Yes,
1185. What does that consist of?-Certain :inhabitants of the colony. I

thiul o10 or 12; the clergy, the Roman Catholic and Protestant
¶ishops, theprincipal inhabitants of the iettleieênt.

i186. By whom are they selected?-By the Company, on the recommenda.
tion of the ge or of the contry, ot the 'application of any of the parties.

n8f b.) o4qs the governor-in-chief sit with the council
himself'; ise a meW er' df the coincil ?-Yes; 'he is the president of the
council, andth§ reeprder'ia Šle law offictr.

ii88. The meésers -of the, council are nominated by him?--He suggests
them.

S189. Mr. Bell.] Is there a recorder independent of the Governor ?-Yes.
1190. At the R$ River and at Norway Ho-ase also ?-?No ; the recorder of

Red River goes to Norway House.
îî91. Mr.
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1191. Mr. Lowe.] Have you any magistrates, justices of the peace ?-We Sir G. Simpsoni.
consider all oui factors as magistrates.

1192. Do they hold any commission from the Crown, or from the Governor ? 26 February 1857.
-Their commission as factors le understood to answer the purpose of a com-
mission as magistrates.

1193. Have they power to imprison, and to decide any matter ?-We have
never hadvany case of imprisonment.

1194. Mr. Grogan.] Does the charter specially confer ça1 the, Company a
power of government, such as we are npwspeaking of, namely, of imprisoning
parties, or is it only a licence to trade -I muet beg to refer you to the
charter.

.1195. Have you it with youl-, have not.
1196. ln point of fact, if au English settler was to go out to^ the Red- River

district and settle on a portion of land there, without any reference at al to
the Governor of that district (you say it is thé recorder in that district), could
you remove him ?-We have never yet removed anybody.

1197. But could you remove him ?-We have never had occasion to examine
into the question.

1198. Has the question never been raised?-Never. We have never removed
any man.

i 199, Mr. Adderley.] But is it your opinion that you bave the power ?-:I do
not know. I am not clear that we have. Squatters throughout the UnIted
SWtes and in Canada are allowed to remain on payment of the established price
of land.

i2oo. Mr. Roebuck.Tj To whom is that price paid ?-We have never exacted
payment for land in Rupert's Land.

i 2o . Mr. Adderley.] Of no kind ?--Of no kind.
1202. Has any payment been exacted by the Company from settlers, either

by way of a price per acre, or by way of a licence to purchase ?-In cases where
our own servants, who are free only upon their retdrn to Europe, go to the Red
River, we sell them lands. In some cases they have paid for them; in others
they have not, but very rarel

1203. If I wanted to buy lnd in the Red River Settlement, should I require
any licence from the Conmpany to enable me to buy?-I should think you would.
There bas never been a case in point.

à204. Mr. Edward ÈLlice.] Is it not the fact that the Company claim to be
týe proprietors of the soil of Red River ?-Yes; we have never enforced it.

1205. Mr. Addeley.] Has nobody ever paid anything for a licence to buy
land ?-Not excepting in the cases of our own retirng servants, who are bound
to go back to their own country.

1206, Mr. Edward Ellice.] As I understand rit, theie is no licence to buy
lànd; it is an actual purchase ?-It is an actual purchase.

1207. 1VMr. Adderley.] If I wanted to buy laid, in the Red River Settlernent,
upon what terme could I buy it ?-Five shillings an. acre.

1208. And that would be the only payment which I should have to make?
-. Yes.

1209. That would be to the Company?-Yes5 5s. in one part of the country,
and 7 . 6 d. in another.

1210. I should have no other impedimeht, either In the way of payment or
in the way of restrictive regulation to my buying land theret-None-at al.

121. Anybody, from any part of the world, epuld, by paying'75 s.9faere,
purchase any quantity of land at the Red River Settlement from the Company?
-Yes, I believe so.

1212. Mr. Roebuck.] The Company sell that land, you say ?--Yes.
1213. By what right do they sell tiat land --By the right which they hold

under their charter.
1214 Does the charter give you land ?-We believe go,
12 15. Doyou know the words of the charter !-No.
liï. Kre they nii~&i ièéè ~~ tò huit ?-1No I think thé charter

gives us a rigt to the land. c2
1217. Mr. GrOg lan] in the event of aperson coning from England,,for

instance, and purcbasing land, as you say, at 5s. an acre from you, is the land
0.25. coniveyed
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Sir G. Simpson. conveyed to him in fee-simple, or for any particular term, or under any deed ?-
It is conveyed to him under a lease of 999 years.

26 February 1857. 1218. Is there a regular form for all those leases ?-Yes.
1219. What are the terms of- those leases ?-I cannot call them to mind.
1220. Have you a copy of the lease with you ?-No.
1221. Will you furnish one to the Conmittee ?-I will.
1 222. Are there any conditions whatever in that lease respecting exclusive

rights and privileges to the Company ?-I think there- are with reference to
trade, as far as my recollection goes ; i have not read the lease for a great length
of time ; we have so very seldom occasion to issue those leases that I do not at
this moment call the particulars of them to rhind.

1223. Then, we are to understand that a settler going from this country to
purchase land in the Hudson's Bay Company's territories gets a lease for 999
years, at the rate of 5s. or 7 s. 6 d. an acre, according to the locality ?-Yes.

1224. And he is also subject to certain restrictionsas regards a particular
trade ?-Yes; trade in furs.

1225. Simply as regards the trade in furs ?-Yes.
1226. There is no other limitation of any kind ?--No other limitation what-

soever..
1227. In regard to the exports, which such a settler is permitted to make, is

there any limitation whatever on that point ?-None at all.
1228. How do you explâin then the case of Mr. Sinclair, and thle export of

tallow, to which you referred a short time ago ?-- think in his particular case
he had traded in furs.

1229. Mr. Bell.] And therefore because he had traded in furs, you would
not allow him to trade in tallow ?-No; we did not give him freights. That
was not approved of at the time by the Company.

1230. That was the method which you took to punish him ?-I did no.t take
it, but the officer in charge at that time.

1231. I mean the Company ?-Yes.
1232. Mr. Grogan.] I will read to you a passage from a pamphlet, entitled

"Canada West, and the Hudson's Bay Company." " Mr. James Sinclair sent
in one of the Company's vessels a small quantity of -tallow to London, as an
experiment. It proved remunerative, and the next year he sent a much larger
venture, but this was not allowed to be taken. la the interim, however, appli-
cation was made to the Company by other settlers for permission tb export
tallow at moderate freights,; but to this no answer was returned. Subsequently
the Conipany found it necessary to legislate on the subject. From the Minutes
of Council on this subject, published June 10, 18451, and from a letter of the
governor of the country, in answer to the application of certain half-breeds to
have their position with respect to hunting and trading defined, all of which
documents will be found given in extenso in Fitzgerald's 'Hudson's Bay
Company and Vancouver's Island,' we learn that it is the fundamental law of
the country, that no settler should trade in furs." .Do you remember the
transaction relating to the export of tallow ?-I do not remember the particu-
lars ; I was not in the country at the time.

1233. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Is it the fact, that any trader who was refused by
the Co pany could himself have a vessel to take away his goods from Hudson's
Bay 2-les.

S1234.\So far as that goes, it is merely a favour that the Company does to the
trader ?-Yes.

1235. Mr. Grogan.] Is there any litaitation'with regard to the imports which
such a settler might make ?-None at all. I have myself suggested to settlers
thât they should charter a vessel for themselves.

1236. Is any particular licence required for imports by settlers ?-No; there
has been no application for a licence.

1237. I will read to you another passage, and you wililteil me how far it is
correct: " Further, that while once in every year settlers are permitted, at their
own risk, to import stores, fur trafiickers are excluded from this privilege,· but
that even for this a licence is required."--Ithat-the fact?--Ne; :it isnot true.

1238. " Moreover, that while imports to the amount of 50 1. are permitted,
they must be purchased only with certain specified productions or manufactures
of the settlement, carried away the same season." Are those facts correct to
your knowledge .- The only article of import prohibite&is ilquor, andthe only

article
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article prohibited for export is fur; with those two exceptions, you may import Sir O. Simpson.
or export anything that anybody reqmires.

1239. Then how do you explain the circumstance of these parties not being 26 February 1857.

allowed to export their tallow ?-I do not exactly call to nind that circumstance.
I was not in the country at the time: it led to a good deal of correspondence;
the thing is not quite fresh in my memory.

1240. Did you know a retired servant of the Company, Mr. Dunn ?-I did
not know hiin, but there was such a man.

1241. In what capàcity was he employed by the Company ?-I think he was
originally a Greenwich scholar; a boy from the Naval School at Greenwich, and
taken as an apprentice on board one of the Company's ships, and he was after-
vards promoted, I think. I am not quite clear as to bis position.

1242. -le was promoted to what. Did he beeome captain of one of the ships?

1243. Supercargo ?-Mate, I think.
1244. Mr. Edward Ellice.] How nany years ago is. that ?-A good many

years ago.
1245. Is it 30 ?-About 25 years ago, I think.
1246. Mr. Grogan.] Was he in the Company's service during the time that

you were there ?-No. I never saw him.
1247. You mentioned that 5,000 gallons of spirits are imported into the

country. Do you mean that that is the quantity of all the spirits imported ?-
That is the whole quantity imported from England, Some of the settlers at
Red River smuggle spirits into the country. We are unable to prevent it.

1248. Did you ever, hear that Mr. Dunn had published a journal, in referenée
to bis experience in the ludson's Bay Company ? -Yes, but I do not think
I ever saw it. I do not recollect having seen it. ' Upon the north-west coast of
America, I have not the least doubt that spirituous liquor has been very much
abused ; that was during the opposition with the United States.

1249. In 1832 ?-Yes.
1250. You gave us the number of chaplains that were employed and paid by

the Company. Are those chaplains required to keep school ?-They are
encouraged to keep school.

1251. Are they required ?-No.
1252. The salary. that you pay them bas nothing to do with their necessarily

keeping a school ?-No. They are likewise paid by the societies to which they
belong ; the Church Missionary Society,,oi the Wesleyan Society. At Norway
House; and at several of the Wesleyan establishments, very large schools
are kept.

1253. Are they paid for their services as schoolmaster by you or by the
Missionary Society ?-They are paid by us in aid of the mission. A salary is
given to those parties in aid of the mission, and they keep schools, according to
the instructions which they may have from the society to whieh they belong.

1254. Do they receive any payment fron the scholars who frequent the
schools ?-1 think not.

I 255. For what period of time do your servants that go from this country
engage with you ?-Generally five years.

1256. On the average do they return at the expiration of the five years ?-
No, I think they generally reinain; I should say that six out of eight remain .
they renew their contract over and over again. There are many servants who -
have been in the service 25 or 30 years.

1257. As a general average, do they remain, say 20 years with you?-
Perhaps barely 20 years at present.

1258. But they remain a long time ?-Yes, many of our servants remain a

long time. Many of our servants remain altogether in the country. They
retire from the service, and become settlers at the Red River.

1259. àWhat is the highest salary that the Company pay their servants ?-

The price of labour ha$ increased very much. It was some years ago.171.
sterling, and now itis increased to men coming direct from England on their
first.engagenieto 2ol.;~ andîirs ai&éd asordngto their position afterwards,
A man from being a conimon labourer, takes either the stern or the head of a
boat; being called the bowsman or the steeraman; in that case, he is paid
higher according to-his capability as a boatman. Fishermen are paid higher;,they
are paid 30 1., 3& and 40 1. in many cade tradesmen also are paid higher,

o.25. I 3 1260. The
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Sir G. Simpson. 1260. The élass that you describe as labourers are paid 20 1. tô 301., and
35 1. ?-Yes.

26 February 1857. 1-261. What may be the salary of the superior officers ?--Te factors and
traders bave an interest in the trade ; they are partners.

1262. Mr. Kinnaird.] The 16 factors ?-The 16 factors and the 29 traders.
1263. Mr. Grogan.] They are, to a certain extent, partners in the advein.

ture ?-Yes.
1 264. A witness informed us on the last day that, with regard to the batter

between the trader or factor and the Indians, it was all done accordlng to a
tariff?-Yes, there is a tariff.

1265. Is that tariff settled by .the councilythe.golvernor, and factors, or is it
settled in this country.?-There is, a tarif of very old standing; the Indian
and the trader perfectly understand each other as regards the tarif.

1266. By whom was the tariff settled?-The tariff was settled originally by
the original traders. It bas been modified from time to time according to cir-
cumstances.

1267. The existing tariff in its modified form is ratified and carried outby
the council?-Yes. It varies in different parts d the country.

1268. Iu the event of a variance of that tarif, wie settles that variance ?,-
The council do.

1269. A question was put to you relative to any compensation or pension
which might be given by the Company to old officers or servants, and those
who inight have received injuries in the service, and you stated that many of
them were extremely comfortable ?-Yes, many of them have retired with
meanssaved in the country.

117c. Do you confine your answer to the' supeiïor officers, the factors, and
traders, or do you extend it to the servants ?---l speak of labourera. I have
known labourers retire with from 200 i. to 300 1.; Orkney labourera, who are
extremely economical in their habits. I speak of those who have been in the
country for a great length of time.

1271. They have saved that money out of the wages of from 20 . to 30 L
a year, and the four per cent. which you allow them for money which they do
not dra* ?-,Yes.

1272. Mr. Gordon.] I think there is no other settlement of any importance,
besides the Red River,, of whites liviig under the government, but not in
the service of the Company, in your territory ; of course I do not speâk of Van-
couver's Island ?-There is a small settlement at a distance of about 60 miles
from Red River, at a place called Portage la Prairie.

1273. How long has that settlement been established ?-Seven or eight
years.

1274. Mr. Roebuck.] Whereabouts is it ?-That is up the Assiniboine.
1275 .That is close to the Red River ?-Yes.
1276. Mr. Gordon.] la it in your power to senction such an establishmient,

or is it only in the power of the Governoraand the Company at home ?-=-We
were opposed to this settlement in the first instance as being difficult of

-banagexnieunt. It was at such a distance from the seat of Governmnent, that we
had not the same control. If offences were committed, there were no con-
stables within reach. There were tio, means of laying hold of the, pffenders.

ag7. What reason made it much more diffcult to communiçate with it ?-
The distance of 60 miles is considerable.

1278. l it 60 miles of interrupted river ?-I think it ls about 60 miles from
Portage la Prairie to the Forts (Fort Garry).

1279. And the river communication is not good ?-The river communication
ig not good.

1280. Mit, Ciarles Fiigilliam.] Io theie no communication by land Z-There
is a communication by laùd.

1j81. Mr. Gordon.], l it ii your power to sanction'such an establishnent
as that, or must it be the Governor and Company at home who sanction ita
formation ?-I referred to the Governor and Committee, who tbought it desir-
able that-the settlement should not be establisbedy b-ut --o- step wâs-aken-to
prevent it.

1282. They permitted it, but did not satetion it ?-4Yes.
1283. If I went and chose to seule there, rnight I du so withou ny opposi-

tion ?-Yes; in any part of the, territory, so fat as 1 ara aware, has never
been
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been objected to. There bas never been a case where application bas been sir q. simpson.
made.

1284. Supposing such application were made, would it be encouraged, or a6 February 3857.
discouraged as you have discouraged il iir this latter case ?-That would be a
matter for consideration. I have not prepared myselfto answer that.

1285.- Io you consider that your right to sell land is the same in those terri-
.tories which you hold under your charter, and in those which you hold under
your license to tradç?-No; we do not consider.that we have any right to sell
land under our license to trade.

S1286. Am I mistaken in- supposing that yoù said that you considered your--
selves justified by your license to trade, in selling land in the Oregon country?
-A special provision was made in the' treaty for such sale, respecting our

possessory rights.
1287.. Mr. Edward Ellice.] That related to property which the Company

actually created ?-Yes.
1288. Mr. Gordon.) Which you could occupy, but not sell?-We were pro-

prietors as well as occupiers.
1289. What are the conditions now required of any settler taking a lot of

land on the Red River Settlement ?-It was arranged, I thought, that I should
brig a copy of the deed before the Committee.

1290. What is the usual price of unsettled land now in Upper Canada?-
I cannot speak to that. j

1291. YOu do not suppose the land, the price of which you have stated to
be 5 s. or 7s. 6 d. an acre, to be bettér than that in Uppèr Clanada ?-Certinly
not; it is not so good. '

1292. Are the laws or regulations under which the colony of Red River
is governed printed ; are they accessible to the settlers ?-They are not printed,
but they are usually posted on the church doors, and the settlers have copies of
them al through the country.

1293. You mean that that is done with any new ones?-Yes; anything that
affects the Red River Settlement.

1294. But how do they know old ordinances or regulations?-Thesettlers
there are so very few that that bas never beén -necessary.

1295. Mr. Edward Ellice.] I suppose there are no newspapers to advertise
them ?-No.

1296. Mr. Gordon.] Then, in short, they may not be aware of the laws and a
regulations under which they are living ?-rThe laws and regulations are sovery
few that they know them perfectly.

1297. But they are not accessible ?-They are not published.
1298. Mr. Edward Ellice.] It is a very simple state of society, is it not?

-Yes.
1299. Mir. Gordon.] There is no newspaper in the Red River colony"?-No.
1300. You are aware, I suppose, that a newspaper is generally4he firet thing

introduced in an American colony ?--Yes.
130 1. Has there never been a wish expressed by the settlers of the Red River

colony to have a newspaper there ?-Not that i am aware of. ,I suggested,
some years ago,ýthat they should get ,up a newspaper, but they could not get
anybody to 'take charge of it.

'1302. Can you tell ie what is the freight per ton on goods imported from
Lo»don to the Red River ?-£.5 a ton, êfd 1l. br lightera' ant storage, and
beifi wareboused; that is 6l. ' ' ' I e

1303. It'was lately a good deal higher than hat,' was it not, 81. oip i.?-.
No; I think it was lower. I belie*e thère has been - ylittle -esoge.,

1304. I have -héard it repeatedly stated; thattthe tdheapestway of, eceiving
goods i n the Red River for traders there is to lave theea transmitted .hy New
Orleans, and along the Mississippi; that.itïs cheaper4hanèthei oing by York
Factory,; do you believe that to be the case ?-The frei*bt4o Yi is L'a -ton.
The freight from Št. Pàul's to Red IRiver is 181. a ton; -ord6* the piece
ofl10ûpoundis.
-1305. -Wbat is the-distance from 2RedRiver to York Faotory .~rAbout 600

inilesI think ; and the freight fromà York Fa Is 20.-a ton 4o the ed
River.

1306. Mr. Edward Jlice.) With regard .o that freight, awy persons can take
the goods as cheapy a they liki ? -They an tke themn aiby way tbey please;

0.25. 14 we
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Sir G. Simpson. we pay that amount ourselves. We do not do our own transport ; we usually
employ the freighters at the Red River. Different traders do the transport for

!6 rebruary 1857. us from York Factory to the Red River.

1307. Mr. Gordon.] What is the distance from Red River to Lake'Superior?
-Six hundred miles.

1308. You think that the distance from York Faètory to Red River is not
grenter than from Fort William to Red River ?-It is about the same, perhaps ;
but the freight from Lake Superior to the Red River in the transport of the
flour which I have before mentioned, was 40 8. a piece, or 45 L.a ton.

1309. The route from York Factory to Red River, is not a very good one, is
it ?-It is very bad as far as Norway House.

131o. Is it not the case that there have been petitions from the settlers in the
Red River to have that route inpröved ? -We cannot materially improve it.
It is not susceptible of improvement without a prodigious outlay; such an out-
lay as our traffic would not afford.

i C jn. Mr. Bell.] Has there been a petition ?-I am not aware of a petition.
We are very anxious that the route should be improved for our own purposes;
but the outlay for improvement would be more the trade could afford.

1312. Mr. Gordon.] You say that it is very bad; do you think it worse, or not
so bad as the route to Fort William ? - It is not so bad, inasmuch as we eau use
boats, carrying about three tons, between York Factory and Red River, and the
only means of transport between Lake Superior and Red River is a small canoe.

1313. I suppose, if the route to Lake Superior could be improved, it would be
the shortest route from England 'for goods; there would e water. cominu ica-
tion up to Lake Superior ?-Yes."

1314. It would be easier than by Hudson's Bay ?-f giink the route cannot
be improved sufficiently for the transport of goods.

1315. What are the great difficulties on that route which prevent its being
improved ?-The depth of water in the river, the interruption from rapids and
falls, and the swampy character of the country.

1316. Is not that the way which the old North-West Company used to carry
all their suppliés for the use of the interior ?-It is.

1317. Then they must have carried along there nearly as much as you carry
from York Factory ?-No; it was not one-tenth of the transport that we have
from York.

1318. If I understood you rightly, you said that the copy of the reslutions,
dated 1845, was not authentic; I have a copy of the resolution with respect
to tËe duties to be paid on all imports into the settlement?-That resolution,
I think, was disallowed.

1319. Have you reason to believe that the colonists at the Red River are
satisfied with the government of the Company there ?-I have reason to believe
that they would be perfectly satisfied if their minds'were not unsettledoby agita-
tors *ho have an eye upon the trade.

1320. ln short, you think that the agitation comes from, without, and not
from within ?-Decidedlyu

1321. in your "journey," to which you have referred two or three times
before, at page 54 you say, with regard to education, I As to the charges of
education, four-fifths of them fail on tbe pious and charitable association just
mentioned ;" that is thé Church Missionary Society- "while the remaining
fifth is borne by such individual parents as are able and willing to spare 15 j.
a year for the moral and intellectual culture of a child.'" As five-fifths make a
whole, 1 suppose it may be taken that the Company do not pay aiything ?-
No ; those are the agriculturalsettlers of the'Red River who are in a condition
to pay for their own children.

1322. Then the Company do not contribute ?-Not there ; that is under the
direction of the bishop.

1323. la pemican sold to the schools and missionarles at the same price that
it is to the Company's servants ?-We do not sell it to the Ùompany's servants;
we sel it at a very small margin of profit; there is a gréat deal of waste, and it
is necessary to sell it at a very small margin of profit, to cover that waste.

1 324. -Mr. GurneS.] What do-you imagine is the ordinary time which elapses
on an average between goods being bought by the Company in England and
those identical goods being delivered to Indians within the .Hudson's Bay Con4-

pany's



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY- 73

pany's territory -It depends upon the locality; in one part of the country, Sir G. Simpson.
as, for instance, a part of Mackenzie's River, it occupies seven years; that is,
from the time the goods are shipped in London until the returns are brought 26 February 1857.
to sale in England.

132S. Then seven years would be the extreme ?-Yes.
1326. And what would be the minimum ?-From three to four years.
1327. It ranges from three to seven years?-Yes.
1328. Mr. Kinnaird.] You have not told us anything about the nat(ire ofthe

population in Vancouver's Island ?-I know very little about Vancouter's
Island ; I have not been there since it was established.

1329. Can you tell me the state of the population on the west of the Rocky
Mountains; of the Indians there ?-The Indians are all in a state of warfare in
Oregon. In the British territory they. are more independent; they have a
better position as regards means of subsistence than on the east side of the
mountains; fish is very abundânt; salmon.

1330, Is there no process of settlement ?-None. There are Indian villages
along the coast, and salmon are very abundant, and deer are very abundant,
and on some of the islands they raise potatoes.

1331. Mr. Charles Ftzwilliam.] With reference to schools, has any obstacle
ever been put in the way of schools being established for the instruction of the
Indians ?--Never. On the contrary, they have been encouraged.

133. Did you know Mr. Leith, a chief factor ?-Yes, Mr. James Leith. I
knew him intimately.

1333. He died some years ago ?-Yes.
1334. He had amassed a considerable sum of money ?-Yes.
1335. Which on bis death he bequeathed to various purposes ?-Yes.
1336. Can you tell the Committee what those purposes were ?-I think the

promotion of religion in the Qompany's territories; religion or religious
instruction; I forget the precise terms.

1337. Mr. Edward Ellice.] The amount wa» 10,000 ., was not it ?-Yes.
1338. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] Are you sure that it was not for education,

and not religion ? -I cannot speak to the will, but the executors, I think, were
the Bishop of London, the Dean of Westminster, the Governor-of the Hudson's
Bay Company, and bis own brother.

133i. How bas that money been applied ?-To the support of tihis mission.
1340. Of what mission ?-The Bishop of Rupertes Land.
1341. But a little while ago you iùformed us that the Company paid to the

Bishop of Rupert's Land a salary of 3001. a year ?-Yes.
1342. What has become of tiie income of 3001. a year, which is the.interest

on 10,0001., more or less ?-I am not able to answer the question. I, cannot
state distinctly how.the application of this money has, been made.

1343. Mr. Lowe.] You say that it goes ta the Bishop of Ruperts Land ?-
I think it is under bis direction.

13«. Mr. Grogan.] You poke -of the Company possessing, rights in Oregon,
which. rights were recognised under the treaty with Americ ?-Yes,

1345. What were those rights; a licence to trade ?-They were our posses-
sory rights, whatever they were ;, there is a difficulty as tgthe interpretation of
possessory rights.

1346. Lands which you have improved, and cultivated ?-Yes. There is a
question as to what the possessory rghts taay be considered ; different lawyers
give different opinions upon the subject. The late Daniel Webster considered
that wherever our trappers wrought, wherever our wood cutters hewed timber,
wherever our fRocks and herds ranged, wve had possessory rights. Other lawyers
have given a different interpretation.

1347. Had you the exclusive right ta trade in that distriet?-The same
licence to trade as we had on the east side of the mountains.

1348. Do you consider that you have that right now ?-Yes; our licence to
trade has not expired yet; it will ex ire in 1 859.

A 349. If an Englishman wentU to that distiet .and, attempted to trade in furs,
do you consider thqt you 'wouldhave the power to prevent his doing so?-I
think so. (,"- d have

i 35o.: If ani Aniëiõä ër~el delt,~o yT U yo wuld have the power
to prevent him ?-I think so.

0.25. 1351. Do
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Sir G. Simpson. 1351. Do you think he woufd be prevénted by you?-I do not know that he
would.

a6 February 1857. 1352. Mr. Edward Ellice.] With referenèe to the coundil at Norway House,
is it not one. of the objects of the council to assemble together once a year the'
persons having charge of the posts in distant parts of the country ?-Yes.

1353. In order that they may compare notes, and consult together in the
aggregate as to what should be done ?-Yes

1354. That is the only time for bringing them together ?-Yes.
1355. The country, I believe, is as large as Europe ?-The country is of pro-

digious extent: I have an estimate of the mileage.
1356. Mr. Adderley.j Would it not be possible to govern the country by

delegated authority' at different distances from the centre ; do you suppose
that ii the general settlement of the whole of this territory as big as Europe,
it would be absolutely necessary always to refer home, on every detail of
management, to Norway House ?-No; I sbould conceive not.

1357. Is it the case that there is that reference between the government of
Red River and Norway House ?-No.

1358. Is there none whatever ?-No.
1359. Did you not state that the C'ompany opposed thenselves to another

settlement on the borders of Red «River, as being too distant from the seat of
government ?-They did not decidedly oppose it, but they discouraged it.

1360. On that ground ?-As being more difficult of management. r

1361. From its distance from Norway flouse ?-No, from Assiniboia. Our
gaol, and court-house and police, are altin the settlement. r

1362. W4n you speak of the seat of government, what do you mean ?-The
seat of governwriqit of Ass' ' oia, which forms a circuit of 50 miles by the com-
pss from. the foi.ks.f the ked tand Assiniboine Rivers.

1363. Have the inhabîtants' of the Red River Settlement anyinfluence what-
soever over the decisions of the council which govern them ?-The principal
inhabitants of Red River are themselves the councillors of Assiniboia, with the
governor. -

1364. When you say that the recorder is governor of Red River, do you
mean that he is er officia always so ?-No; he was considered a very fit man
to hold both offices.

1365. He was so appointed ?-Yes ; he was the recorder originally, and on
the retirement of the former governor he had the commission of governor like-
wise.

1366. Who appoints bis council ?-They are appointed by the Company, at
the suggestion.of the governor, or on the application of any of the'inhabitants.

1367. But is it an appointruent by the governor, or an application by the
inhabita4ts ?-Both. The Comapanyis'willing to appoint anybody who may be
considereda fit person qualified for the office.

1368. What is the name of the present rtcorder ?-Francis Johnson. ,He
was a Queen's counsel in Canada.

1369. For what length of time are the members appointed ?-There is no
limitation of the tine.

1370. Are their appointments for life ?-No; there is no fixed period ; they
are appointed councillors.

1371. Juring pleasure ?-During pleasure.
1372. Are the councit at Norway louse appointed in the same way ?-At

Norway House the factors are councillors under their commission.
1373. Are thef appointed during pleasure?-No; it is while they hold the

commnissiQn of factor.
1374. For the whole length of the tenure ?-Yes, the tenure of office.

1375. Mr,. Edward Ellice.} That is 'under the charter ?-It is.

1376. Mr. Adderley.] I you appuintment an appointment för life ?-No;
my appoiniment is by the Governor and (Qçmmittee.

1377. Mr. Roe/ruck.) I think it is a double government. You have a govern-
mént iu~Etïgland and7 one IrIHudson'r Bay-have- you-not-The Governor and
Company are the superiors; they have the supreme direction.

1:378. The Governor and Company in England appoint the Governor ii-
Hudson's Bay ?-They do.

1379. According

t,

g.,-
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1379. According to their will and pleasure, and bis 'appointmnent is revoked ,Sir G. ampson.
at their will and pleasure ?-lt is so.

1380. So that, in fact, the Governor out there is, the downright servant of 26 February 1857.
the Governor and Company here ?-He is positively their servant.

1381. And what they desire him to do he is bound to do ?-He is.
1382. Where does he live usually when he gets to that country ?--I have

been the Governor for the last,37,years, and I have lived nearly all oyer North
America. I have lived in Oregon, I have lived in Hudson's Bayýjn Red River,
at York Factory, and in Athabasca. I have travelled the whole country over.

1383. There are no head-quarters of the Government, then, and the talk
about the Governor and council is a mere idlstatement ?-'No. The Governor
of Assinibola is resident upon the spot.

9384. 1 reiark that yôu always allude to your Red ,River Government at
Assiniboia ; did you not just now say that that simply occupied a circuit of 50
miles by the compass ?-Yes.

,385. And the whole country, you have told us, and the map tells us also, is
as large as Europe ?-Yes.

1386. So that when you talk of that small territory, it is like talking of San
Marino, in Europe ?-Criminals would be sent down to Assiniboia.

1387. If a murder were cozDmitted on the shores of the Arctic Seawould
the manbe sent down to Assiniboia ?-Yes, in the first instance.

1388. Have you ever known an instance of a murder on the shores of the
Arctic Sea ?-Not on the shores of the Axrctic Sea, but' within the Arctic cirele.

1389. Can you state that case to me ?-I cannot give all the details from
memory.

1390. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Was that -the, case which you spoke of before
to-day ?-Yes; Creole Le Graisse was one ; there were three.

1391. Mr. Roebuck.] So that in your log life there of 30 odd years you have
known three cases ?--That was one particular case; those three persons were
accomplces; they were sent,to Canada for trial.

1392. Are those the only, cases which you recollect ?-The only cases in the
Arctic regions, that I recollect.

.393. How many criminals do you suppose are annuallytried at Assinibla?'
- think the whole of the criminal cases within my recollection, are but 19Win
thý,37 years.

o 394. And that you call administering justice in that country ?-Yes.
1395. We may take that as a specimen of the administration of justice in

those countries unde.t the rule of the Hudson's, Bay Company ?-Of the absence
of crime, I should hope ; we claim to ourselves great cdit.

1496. Do you mean to say that in your tenure-ot ofice there for 37 years
thére has been only in fact 19 criminals in that country ?-I think so.

17. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Are those serious cases or minor offences?-
Serlous c, I.

198. M.. Rfloebuck.] Take murders: do you mean to say that in all your
term of office o. upwards of 30 years, there have been only 19 murders
committed in the whole of the Hudson's Bay terrhory ?-'here were Il people
killed in this particular case which I arn referring to.

1399. Do you mean to sav7 that in the 37 years of your government of that
cbuntry, there have been only 19 murders committed ?-19 cases ; I said there
were 11 murderâin that first case which I spoke of.

140u. I want to ascertain what bas been the admin'stration of justice in
that country; I want to know how many persons have been brought to justice;
you tell me 19 ?-Since 1821 there have been 19 cases of homicide in which
the Hudson's BayCompany's people were concerned; in, 11 punishinent was
inflicted; one prisoner was tried and' acqitted ; one was a case of justifiable
homicide; three accused parties died before being -captured, and in three caÈes
there was no evidence to proceed against them; those are the 19 cases.

1401. Do you say that. that fairly, represents the state of crime in that
countryý-?1 do.

r492- Doyou mean ta saythaVsiiice 1821, the data that yoïî~havequoted,
thet·e have been only those 19 cases of murder in that country ?--n which the
Company's people were concérned; it the wars that take place in the plains
among the Blackfec: there are cases in which w cannot interfere.

.5 K 2. 1403. I
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pn. 1403. I refer to cases over which the recorder has jurisdiction ?-Yes.
1404. That is your estimate of the crine in that country ?-Yes.

y 1857. 1405. Mr. Edward Ellice.] In short, it is your knowledge ?-Yes, as far as
my knowledge goes.

1406. Mr. Roebuck.] I have a book in my hand published by you I think in
1847 ?-Very possibly.

1407. 1Iow long had you been then Governor of that country ?-Twenty-s.even
years.

1408. Ana I suppose that in those 27 years you had acquired a good deal of
experience?-Yes.

1409. Are we to take this book as the result of your experience of 27 years?
-1 think you may.

1410. And all that you stated then was your view after 27 years' experience
of that country ?-I think so.

1411. So that if you had died at that moment, which I am very happy to
see that you did not, we might have taken this book as your view of that
country ?-Yes.

1412. Has anything happened since that time to alter your views of that
country ?-No, I do not know that I have materially altered my views in regard
to it.

1413. I know that this passage bas been read to ,you before, but its matter
has struck me very much, fron its poetry as well as otherwise, and I will read
it azain and ask you why, if you have changed your -opinion, you have changed it:
" The river which empties Lac la Pluie into the Lake of the Woods, is, in more
than one respect, decidedly the finest stream on the whole route. Fron Fort
Frances downwards, a stretch of nearly a hundred miles,-it is not interrupted
by a single impediment, while yet the current is not strong enough materially
to retard an asconding traveller. Nor are the banks less favourable to agricul-
ture than the waters themselves to navigation, resembling in somemneasure those
of the Thames near Richmond. From the very brink of the river there rises
a gentle slope of greèn sward, crowned in many places with a plentiful growth
of birch, poplar, beech, elm,- and oak. Is it too much for the eye of philan-
thropy to discern, through the vista of futurity, this noble stream, connecting
as it does the fertile shores of two spacious lakes, with crowded steamboats on
its bosom, and populous towns on its borders "?-L speak of the bank of the
river therè.

1414. I am going to direct your attention to the river itself ; the river itself
was at that time capable of bearing steamboats ?---Quite so.

1415. Is it not so now ?-It is.
1416. And the land was very fertile then, you say ?-The right bank of the

river which I speak of, indeed both batiks, the lip of the river.
1417. You say, " Nor are the banks less favourable ;" you allde to both

banks ?-Yes; I confine myself to the banks; the back country is one deep
morass extending for miles.

1418. So that anybody reading that passage would have very much mistaken
the nature of the country if-he had thought that, that was the description of it?
-Not as regards the banks; I confine myself to the banks.

1419. Does a traveller usually give such descriptions of a country as that ?-
Yes, I, as a traveller, did so.

1420, Then we may take that to be a specimen of your view of the country?
-You may.

142 I .1 will now direct your attention to that portion of the country
stretching round the Red River Settlement. Supposing you took the compass
as far as the boundary line, and struck a circle round, how far is the Red River
Settlement from the boundary ?-About 50 miles.

1422. That would be a diameter of 100 msiles?--Yes.
1423. Supposing you took, a square, and you included Lake Winnipeg, up to

the north, and went to Cumberland Bouse, and you then came down the
parallel of longitude 105°,,making a very large square of 10 degrees of longi-
tude and five degrees-of 'latitude, you would have a large territory, mpuld -not
you ?-It would be a large territory.

1424. A good large colony ?-Yes.
1425. Supposidg
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1425. Supposing that were done, and it were erected into a territory, say at Sir O. Simpson.
the end of thé United States: do you suppose that that country could be self-
supporting ?-I think not. 26 February 1857.

1426. Why ?--On account of the poverty of the soil; along the banks of the
river I have no question that a settlement might be self-supporting; a
population thinly scattered along the banks of the river might support them-
selves, but a dense population could n ot live in that country; the country would
not afford the means of subsistence.

1427. That is your view of the country ?-That is my view of the country.
1428. You aie here to tell is that the country is very barren and could, not

support a population ?-It could not support a large population, and, moreover,
there is no fuel; the fuel of the country would be exhausted in the course of a
very few years.

1429. Why is there no fuel; are there no woods ?-No woods; ail that
prairie country is bare of woods.

1430. And yet I see the country upon this map marked green, and they tell
me that that signifies the woody country ? - Yes, that is the woody country.

1431. Mr. Grogan.] You described the river at the Rainy Lake, in the
passage read by Mr. Roebuck, as capable of bearing steanboats at the time
that book was written ?-Yes.

1432. For about 60 miles of its distanceI?-?Probably about 60 miles.
1433. Is it in the same condition not ?-Yes; from the outlet of Rainy Lake

to the Lake of the Woods, there are four rapids. -
1434. But those tapids you do not consider would be an impediment to

steam navigation ?-Two of them would be, and a third rapid, at the establish-
ment, would"be an impediment.

1435. What may be its extent ?-It is a waterfall of about 40 or 50 feet.
1436. For a quarter of a mile, or less ?-The portage formed by this waterfall

is a quarter of a mile.
1437. You would then get into the Rainy Lake; that is navigable, of course?

--Yes.
1438. or a steamer ?-Yes.
1439. Then I see a series of small lakes going down towards Wbitewood;

are they navigable ?-No.

1440. Am I to understand you that, from the Lake of the Woods down to
Whitewood Lodge or House, it would be navigable for a steamboat also ?-
No, but to the end of Lac l4 Pluie.

1441. What distance is that altogether ; is it 60 miles ?-The Lake of the
Woods is about 60 miles.

1442. A second 60 miles ?-A second ,60 miles.
.1443. That would be 120 ?-Yes. The river runs from the Rainy Lake down

to the Lake of the Woods, and from the Lake of the Woods the River Winnipeg
flows down to Lake Winnipeg.

1444. Is it navigable for that distance ?-Not the River Winnipeg. There
are a number of portages in it, and the" river is not navigable except by boats.
The part of the navigation which is fit only for canoes is from the Rainy Lake
to Fort William,' Lake Superior.

1445.- What distance is that ?-That is about 300 miles.
1446, Mr. Edward Ellice.] Are reports of the conduct of each servant sent

in by the chief factors and traders every year ?-No; reports upon the character
of the whole establishment are sent in; if- there is anything remarkable it is
noted.

1447. And each chief factor is responsible for the conduct of the servants
under him ?-Decidedly.

o.25.
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THE RIGHT HON. HENRY LABOUCHERE, IN TUE CHAIR.

Sir George Simpson, calledin; and further Examined.

Sir O. simpson. i 48. Mr. Edward Ellice.] YOU were•asked the other day to hand in a copy
of the land deed by which the Company convey land to settlers at Red River ?

2 March 1857. -Yes; here it is. The leading conditions are, not to deal in furs; not to distil
or import spirituous liquors; to resist foreign invasion, and to promote religious

Vide Appendix. instruction.-(The same was delivered in.)
1449. With regard to the Indian Settlement at Cumberland, you were asked

some questions with reference to a sum- of money of 10,000 i. which was left by
the lateMr. Leith, who had been in the Company's service ?-Yes.

1450. Will you have the 4oodness to explain that matter ?-The words of
the bequest are the llowing: The legacy by James Leith was "for the pur.
pose of establishing, propagating, and extending the Christian Protestant reli-
gion in and amongst the native aboriginal Indians of Rupert's Land." The
'fund, with the accumulations of interest, now amounts to 13,345 1.

1451. Mr. Roebuck.] What aresyou qubting from ?--The words of the will.
1452. Is that the only statement in the will ; does the will say nothing of the

means by which religion is to be propagated?-No. These are the words:
" For the purpose of establishing, propagating, and extending the Christian
Protestant religion in and amongst the native aboriginal Indians- of Rupertes
Land."

J453. Is that ail ?-That is all that is said upon the subject.
1454. Mr. Edward Ellice.] I think you stated the other day that the money

was left to certain trustees ?-Yes. The sum now amounts to 13,345 1. Three
per cent. Consols,

Î455. Mr. R9ebuck.] That you àl not quote from the will?-No.
1456. Mr. Edward Ellice.] That is lodged in Chancery- is it not?--Yes, it

is now in Chancery.
1457. By whom is it admiïistered ?-It was committed to the Bishop of

Rupert's Land by the Court of Chancery, upon the understanding that the
Hudson's Bay Cpmpany would add to the Bishop's income a salary of 300 I. per
annum, and provide.him with a residence.

1458. Which the Company did ?-Yes. The executors are, I think, the
Bishop of London, the Dean of Westminster, the Governor and Deputy-Governor
of the Hudson's Bay Company, and his own brother, Mr. William Leith. .

1459. Théy are the trustees by whom the fund is administered ?-Yes.
1460. With regard to the pensions of retired servants of the Conipany, have

you anything to add to your former statement?-Yes. I was asked whether
there was any pensioh for retired servants. There is a sum of 300 1. a year
set aside fromt the profits of the traade to pension old and deserving officers.
To servants and others not entitled to participate in that fund, special grants

are
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are made on the recommendation of the councils. When servants are incapa-
citated by age for active duty, they are superannuated and kept at the posts as
supernumeraties, rendering such voluntary service as they please in return for
their food and clothing.

1461. You were also asked to put in the census of the Red River population.
Have you it ?-Yes.

1462. Will you put it in ?-(The Wfitness delivered in the same.) The total
population shown is 6,500; add the population of Portage la Prairie, Manitobah,
and Pembina,1,500; making a total of 8,000.

1463. Mr. Roebuch.] Will you tell us where those places are, so that we
,may know the area of country ?-They are parts of the Red and Assiniboine
Rivers. The settlement extends along those rivers, up and down, above and
below the fort.

1464. You stated a certain number of naines. I want to know where those
names are upon that map ?-I am stating where the first is.

1465. The first is the Red River Settlenent ?-Yes,
1466. What is the next ?-The next is Portage la Prairie, about 60 miles

above Red River, upon the Assiniboine; Manitobah is about 60 miles in a
northerly direction, upon a lake of that naine.

1467. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Will you point out Pembina. (The same was
pointed out).

1468. Mr. Roebuck.] What is the number of the population in those places?
-Eight thousand.

1469. Whites and altogether ?-Yes. -
1470. Mr. Edward E1ices] [lave you put it in in detail ?-Yes.
47t You were also asked to put in the censusof the Indian population in

detail ovér the whole territory ?--Yes. lere is the census of the Indian popu-
lation. There is a list of the Company's trading ,posts, and the estimated
number of Indians frequenting, those posts. (The /Fitness delivered in the same).

1472. Mr. Roebuck.] Will you state the total ?-The Indians, east of the
mountains, 55,000; west of the mountains, 80,000 ;, Esquimaux, 4,000.

1473. What is the date of that census ?-Last vear.
1474. Have you any census for 20 years back ?-We have no regular census.

It isù very difficult matter to get a census; the tribes are §o migratory that it
Is impossible to fill up a correct census; this is an estimation.

1475. Did the Company ever attempt to make a census in times past?-We
have attempted it in various parts of the country.

476. F ave you that census ?-I have no census.
1477. Could you get it ?-Not in less than two or three years; two years

certainly.
1478. Why would it take you that time to get it ?-On account of the dis-

tance ; sending off now, we could not get the census in the most ,remote part
of Mackenzie's River before 18 months or two years froin this date.

1479. I asked you if the Company had made attempts to get a census some
years back, and you said they had?-Yes, we have, fron time to tune, im
different parts of the country.

1480., Can you put the- Committee in possession of those censuses?-
I think not.

1481. Why not ?-I do not know that they have been sent here. But our
estimate of the population bas been confirmed by -travellers ; for instance,
Colonel Lefroy took an estimate of the population.

1482. You give the census now. I want to get the census 20 years back to
know whether the popplation has increased or decreased? -I cannot supply
that.

1483. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Colonel Lefroy's estimate was made in 1843, I
think; that is 13 years ago ?-Yes.

1484. When was Major Warre's made; in 1845, I think?-Yes.
1485. With regard to the use of spirituous liquors, you were asked the other

day vhether there were any rules in the Council, "or any published, regulations
regarding theni; bave you got -any suckrules ?-Ye. - Lhave2first-an extract
from the standing rules and regulations of the fur trade, dated 1843, prohibiting
the use of spirituous liquors. Likewise, a copy of the 42d' minute of the
Council for the Southern department,. dated 1851, prohibiting the importation
of spirituous liquors into that departiment. Thirdly, a copy of ah agreement,

0.25. K4 dated

Sir G. Simpson.

2 March 1857.

Pide Appendix.

Fide Appendix
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Sir .,Simnpisop. dated 13th May 1842, between the Hudson's Bay Company and the Russian-
. -- American Company, prohibiting the use of spirituous liquors on the North.west

2 Nfarch 1857. coast of America.
Vide Appendix, 1486. Will you haud those in ?-(The Witness delivered in the same.)

1487. You werealso asked with reference to the refusal of the Company to
export some goods belonging to'a man named Sinclair, at Red River?-Yes.

1488. Have you any explanation to give of that circumstance ?-In 1844,
Mr. Sinclair forwarded to York a quantity of tallow, for the purpose of ship-
ment to England in the Company's vessel, The ship was so full that a large
quantity of the Company's property and Mr. Sinclair's tallow were left out;
as it was doubtful whether room could be found in the following season the
Company took the tallow off the hands of M%1r. Sinclair, on his own terms, on
the 25th of July 1845. But although the property of the Company it remained
there for a year afterwards, for want of room in our ships.

1489. Mr. Roebuck.] Was there anyattempt to accumulate tallow by othetr
persons, besides Mr. Sinclair. the next ;year ?-Mr. Sinclair, and, I think, Mr.
M'Dermot, collected tallow and sent it dowp for shipment to York Factory.

1490. The next year ?-In the year 1844.
1491. That was the first year; I asked you with reference to the second

year ?-The second year I am not aware that there was any tallow shipped.
1492. Was there an accumulation of tallow by other parties besides Mr.

Sinclair in that territory ?-I think not.
1493. There was none brought ?-None that I am qware of; Mr. Sinclair

and Mr. M'Dermot were the only two parties that I havesany recollection of as
having collected tallow for the purpose of shipment to England.

1494. I think you say the Company left the tallow there, and they did not
buy it until the next year ?-They could not ship it; a large quantity of the
Company's goods were likewise shut out.

1495. That is to ,say, the Company having the exclusive right of trading
there, did nQt provide shipping enough to carry it on ?-Yes; there was not
shipping eríoùgh that season.

1496. Mr. Edward Ellice.] But I think you stated the other day that there
was no objection on the part of the Company to any other person chartering a
freight if he liked; to take away or to bring anything lie wanted ?-Not at
all; I have suggested to "Mr. M'Dermot and Mr. Sinclair, and various other
people, that they had better charter a ship for themselves.

1497. Mr. Roebuck.] Do you mean to say that the Company would allow
anybody to send ships into Hudson's Bay, to trade in that part df the world ?
-No,, not for the purpose of trade ; I said that the inhaliitants of leed River
are quite at liberty to import their own supplies in-their own ships.

1498. How much tallow was there ?-There may have been a few tons ; I do
not exactly recollect the number of packages.

149q. And you suggested to the senders that they should get a large ship,
to carry 200 tons of tallow ?-No; we take out about 10,000 1. worth of property
for them sometimes.

Î.5oo. You say that you offered to those gentlemen, Mr. Sinclair and Mr.
M'Dermot, the power to charter a ship to carry that tallow to England ?-Yes;
àt that time they were talking of forming a large association for the purpose of
breeding cattle for the export of tallow, and for growing hemp or flax ; I
suggested that they should charter a vessel for themselves for such purposes.

15u1. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Have the Company ever chartered vessels so
smpall as 200 tons to take out their property ?-Yes, several ; there was a ship
called the " Georgè," and others.

1502. Mr. Roebuè] There were 200 tons of tallow left behin'd that year--
I do not say there werèg00 tons, but there wMs a quantity of tallow ; I cannot
fix upon any specific amotet.

1503. You say there w" no increase of that quantity the next year ?-No,
I do not think there was aiy.

15o4. 'And you suggested to these parties that they might then charter a
vessel to carry home that tallow?-No, not theu, but previously for many years
I had suggested it ; they -talked of forming a large export trade of colonial
produce; I said " Very well, there can be no objection on the part of the
Company."

*'i5P5. We
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1505. We are now directing our attention to this portion of tallow, and you Sir G. Simnpson.
tell us that you suggested to these parties that they rnight charter a ship:9 did -
you suggest to them that they might charter a' ship to carry home that tallow? Mach ss7.
-No.

1506. What did they do with that tallow ?-They sold it to the Company.
1507. They could do nothing else I suppose ?-They might have allowed it to

remain there till there was an opportunity of exporting it. C
1508. Till it pleased the Company to take it home ?-No, not till it pleased

the Company to take it home, but till they had an opportunity.
1509. What opportunity could they have ?-Their own ships.
151 o. That is to say, if they chartered ships according to your suggestion?

-The Company have certain ships ; they generally send two ships a year to
York Factory, and if there was room in those ships, they would naturally take
tallow as a mat ter, of course, or any other produce they might have.

1511. Do you not think that a mode of proceeding which would put an end
to al[ trade ?-No; I think if the trade was sufficiently extended, the Company
would provide shipping, or the settlers might provide shipping themselves.

1512. Was not there more produce than the Company's ships could carry
home upon that occasion ?--Yes; peraps there were 30, 40, 50, br 60 tons.

1513. I understood you 200 ?-You said 200; I said there were a few
hundred weight, or possibly tons.

1514. It was for that that they were to charter a ship ?-No.
1515. Mr. Gpegson.] Did you not say that you had not sufficient tonnage

that season for your own goods ?-We had not suflicient tonnage that season
for our own-goods,; we were obliged to leave out some of our own goods.

1516. Mr. RoebuA.] That is to say, you did not charter vessels enough even
for you own trade ?-Yes.

1517. And yet you were traders ?-Yes; it very frequently happens in the
port of London, as iir every other port, I believe, that goods are left out.

1518. With respect to the manufactured goods which you take out to that
territory, have you Pny account of the -amount of goods which you annually
take out to that territory ?-No.

1519. Could you get it ?-I could; I could obtain an estimate of it.'
1520. Possibly, not kowing the actual quantity, you can tell me the modè

in which the goods, whatever may be the quantity, are distributed ?-I think
the imports into the country by the Company are about 60,000 L. a year; at
the York Factory, Moose and East Main; that is to say, to the Bay.

1521. Can you give me any idea how that 60,000 i. worth of goods is
distributed over that immense territory ?-I think about two-thirds of that
quantity of goods is given to the Indians; however, this is merely an approxi-
nation ; I have no figures.

1522. What was the number of Indians which you just now stated ?-On the
east side of the Rocky Mountains, 55,000.

1523. 1 suppose that quantity is confined to the east side of the Rocky
Mountains ?-Yes.

1,524. You distribute 40,000 1. worth of goods âmong 55,000 Indiaus ?-
I think that is about the estimate. b .

1525. What are those goods usually composed of?-Britishi manufactures;
the staple articles are blankets, cloths, arms, amunition, iron ivorks, axes
and various things.

1526. I will direct your attention to arms; in what way are they sold ; are
they sold by barter or for money ?-They are sold by barter.

1527. For so many skins ?-For so many skins.
1528. When you sell a gun to an Indian, do you ever take inferior skins for

that gun ?-We outfit the Indian.
1529. Cannot you answer me that question?-We do not sell a gun for

skins; we give the gun to the Indian, as everything else, on credit, and he

pays for those supplies in the spring of the year.
1530. Supposing a gun is sold to an Indian, would you take hn payment an

inferior kind. of skins?-We take in payment-whatever he-can give-us.
1531. If an Indian had nothing but musk rat skias, you would take those?

-... es.
0.25. L 1532. Do
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Sir G. Simpson. 1532. Do yomeap to tell m that ?-I menu to say that we would take
fromn an Indian ivhatever he co ld give us. The Indian must have certain

2 March 1857. supplies.
1533. My question is a very pla n one; would you take musk rat skins in

payment for a gun from an Indian -Certainly ; we take whatever the Indian
can give us.

1534. And you mean to state that to me, that guns are sold to Indians with
the full understanding that they may ay you back in musk rat skins ?-If an
Indian bas nothing but musk rat skin we will take musk rat skins.

1535. Supposing that were to occur ith an Indian once, would he be likely
to get a second gun ?-Yes, decidedly, i he required it.

1536. Do you know the relative pro ortions between musk rat skins and
beavers ?-We have a variety of tarif ; it depends upon the part of the
country where the goods are traded ; as, or instance, in Canada we pay in
a great degree money for our furs. On thô American frontier we pay frequently
in money; in the interior it is principally abarter trade; and on the frontier
we are regulated in our prices by the prices iven by opposition.

1537. Are the prices rather higher upon e frontier than they are in the
interior of the country ?-Yes.

1538. Does not that arise from the competi ion ?-Yes.
1539. So that the Indian, where there is competition, gets more than he does

where tierýe is none ?--He does.
1.540. Does not that rather improve the condition of the Indian ?--No, cer-

tainly not.
1541. So that getting more does not improve im ?-No, it does not improve

his condition. I think that the condition of the Inïian, in the absence 9f oppo-
sition, is better than where he is exposed to opposi ton.

1542. Chairman.] For what reasons ?--The absence of spirituous liquors.

1543. Mr. Roebuck.] First of all let us understard this : in the interior of
the country you say you barter with the Indian ?-Y s.

1544. And on the frontier you give him money ?- at frequently happens
in some parts of the country.

1545. On the frontier he gets a larger price for his oods than he does ix
the interior ?-Yes.

1546. And you say that notwithstanding that, he is better off in the interior
than he is on the frontier, because in the one case he geÏ spirituous liquors,
and in the other case he does not ?-And in other respe ts. The Indian in
the interior depends upon us for aill his supplies; whether e is able to pay for
them or not, lie gets them ; he gets his blankets, he gets hi gun, and he gets
his ammunition. If from death in his family, or any other c use, he makes no
hunt, i cannot bè helped.

1547. I suppose you recollect that you distribute among the Indians less than
1l. a head ?-Very possibly we do.

1548. I want you to tell me the condition of thé Indian in th interior: is he
ever starved to death in the winter ?-Very rarely.

1549. So that if travellers tell us that story they tell us a traveller's story ?-
Indians do starve as whites do starve sometimes.

1550. H ave you ever heard of Indians being reduced to cannibalism during
the winter ?-Yes, I think I have, and of whites likewise.

155. Because they have not enough to eat; I suppose ?-Yes.
1552. Upon what, in the hunting territory, does the Indian live ?-In the

prairie country he lives principally upon buffalo meat.
1553. Does the buffalo reach to where thè fur country is ?-There are a few

furs in the buffalo country.
1554. I am talking of the fur country, where the people pass their time in

hunting for furs: how dosthey live in the winter ?- t lbey live in a great degree
upon fish.

1555. Are they from one year to anôther fully supplied with fish ?-I think
generally speaking they are.

i556. You still have instances in your recollection of cannibalism ocurring?
-Cannibalism has occurred repeatedly.

15.>7. When did it occur in your recollection?-I do not exactly recolleet;
I think
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I think there were some cases of cannibalism in the last few years in the Sir G. Simpson.
Athabasca country.

1558. I have before me a letter of Mr. Kennedy: I suppose you have heard 2 March 1857.
of Mr. Kennedy ?-There are several Kennedys; which ]Kennedy do you
mean?

1559. He is a person who bas quarrelled with your Company, I believe ; and
he wrote a letter to Lord Elgin ?--William Kennedy.

156o. There is this passage in his letter; and I want to ask you whether you
are at all cognizant of the facts: quoting from a letter received by him, he
says, " You will be grieved to learn. that the curse which had effect in the old
country bas extended here, though arising from causes of more frequent occur-
rence than even the failure of the crops. Starvation bas, I learn, committed
great havoc ainong your old friends the Nascopies, numbers of whom met their
death from want last winter; whole camps of thern were found dead, without
one survivor to tell the tale of their sufferings; others sustained life in a way
the most'revolting, by using as food the dead bodies of their companions;
some even bled their own children to death, andsustained life with their
bodies !" Quoting from another,letter, he says, "At Fort Nascopie the Indians
were dying in dozens by starvation; and, among others, your old friend,
Paytabais." A third he quotes as saying, " A great number of Indians starved
to death last winter; and --- says it was --- 's fault in not giving them
enough of amniunition." Do any facts like that come within your Inowledge ?
-No; that is an exaggerated statement.

1i 561. In your 37 years' experience in that territory, you have never heard
of any transactions like that, and deaths like that ?-Never, except in Mr. Ken-
nedy's letter.

'.562. Not in your own experience ?-Certainly not.
1563. Mr. Edward Ellice.] In what part of the country is that ?-Upon the

Labrador coast.
1564. Mr. Roebuck.] Then you do not.believe that statement ?-I do not.
1565. Where is Fort Nascopie? (Tte same uwt pointed out.)-It is on the

Labrador coast.
1566. Mr. Edward Ellice.] That is in Canada, is it not ?- I t is in Newfound-

jand.
1567. Mr. Roebuck.] Does not the Hudson's Bay Company's territory extend

over Labrad-or ?-No; it is a part of Newfoundland.
1 5ù8. So that that northern peninsula does not belong to the Hudsoh's Bay

Company ?-The whole does not.
156 9 . Mr. Grogan.] But is that fort which Mr. Roebuck is questioning yoü

about, in Labrador, or is it in Rupe't's Land ?-It is in Labrador.

1570. Mr. Roebuck.] It is pointed out as on the Green; then it is in the
Hudson's Bay Company's territ6ry ?-I think not.

1571. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Have you examined that map ?-I have nlot atten -
tively. I had not seen it till I came in just now.

1572. Do you know whether that fort belongs to the Hudàon's Bay Coin-
pany ?-It does; it is a post or establishment called the Post of Nascopie.
These posts-are moved from time to tine according to circumstances.

1573. Mr. Roebuck.] Can you reinove a fort ?-A fort is half-a-dozen log
buts, and mnay be erected by half a dozen men in, about a week ; that is what
we call a fort.

1574. It bears the saine name wherever it travels?-We call it either a post -
or a fort.

1575. Do you mean to sqy that you nove a fort about ?-We call it an out-
post, a trading post. I do not call i a fort.

1576. It is called a fort here ?-It niay bc so; it is a misnomer.
1577. Do you mean to say that you have no Fort Nascopie ?-We have an

.outpost called Nascopie.
1578. You have no fort called Nascope ?-We have not.
1579. Mr. Grogau.] It is a station ?-It is a stàfidïi.
158o. Mr. Edward Ellice.] And those stations depend upon the time they

are occupied ?-Exactly so.
Ô,25. L 2 1581. Mr.
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Sir G. Simpson. i 51. Mr. Grogan.] Has that station ever been abandoned ?-I really cannot
tell; I think it is very likely.

2 March 1857. 1582. But has it been abandoned?-I really cannot tell; we move an esta-
blishment according to circumstances. If the fish and the other mçans of sub-
sistence are not sufficiently abundant, we move it to another point, 10, 20, or
30 miles distant.

1583. Mr. Roebuck put a -question to you about the death of a great number
of natives adjoining a fort, which at first you were under the impression was in
Labrador ?-Yes.

1584. Now it appears that it is in the Hudson's Bay Company's territory?
-I am not quite sure tbat it is; I am rather disposed to think it is not.

1585. Mr. Roebick.] You distinctly said that Nascopie was a station belong-
ing to the Hudson's Bay Company ?-Yes.

1586. This account spIaks of Nascopie?-Yee.
1587. Therefore it belongs to the Hudson's Bay Company ?-It did belong

to the Hudson's Bay Company.
1588. Mr. Grogan.] Has it ever been abandoned?-I do not even know

whether it is at present occupied or not.
1589. Mr. Edward Ellice.] It is still occupied ?-Yes.
1590. Mr. Roebuck.] So that it still belongs to the Hudson's Bay Company?

-It always has belonged to the Hudson's Bay Company, when it has been
occupied.

1591. It just now belonged to Labrador ?-Upon the coast of Labrador ; we
have establishments upon the coast of Labrador.

1592. Mr. Blachburn.] Are these posts sometimes in Labrador, and some-
times in the Hudson's Bay territory ?-~-They are môved as circumstances may
render advisable.

1593. Mr. Roebuck.] But they are always under the command of the lud-
son's Bay Company ?-Yes.

1594. So that wherever they are moved to they belong to the Hudson's Bay
Company ?-Hudson's Bay establishments are under the control of the Hud-
son's Bay Company, but there are other establishments in the, immediate
neighbourhood.

159,5. airman.Is there any arrangement with the government of Labra-
dor, by which you use that territory for your purposes ?-It is open for any-
body.

1596. In truth it is practically unoccupied ?-Yes.

1597. Mr. Roebuck.] Will you allow me to read to you another passage:
There are some extensive tracts of country in which the means of sabsist-.

ence are scanty in the extreme. lI the region lying between Lake Superior
aud Lake Winnipeg, the natives, during the winter. can with difficulty colleet
enough of food to support iffe. In the country lying immediately nortb of
the Canadas, though fur-bearing aniMals 'are still comparatively numerous, and
the trade consequently valuable, the poor Indians have at all times a hard
fight against famine. In this tract of country fish is at all seasons scarce, and
in winter the sole dependence of the natives for subsistence is placed upon
rabbits (the most wretched foodupon which to exist for any time that can pos-
sibly be conceived), and when these fail the most frightful tragedies at times
take place. Parents have been known to lengthen out a miserable existence
by k g and devouring their \o*n offspring"; do you believe that ?-That
is an exaggerated' statement.

1598. Did you ever know a book called " The Life of Thomas Simpson "?--
1 did.

1599. By whom was it written ?-It was written by Mr. Thomas Simpson,
I believe.

16oo. And if that is an extract from Mr. Thomas Simpson's book, you say
it is an exaggeration ?-I do not know what part of the country he speaks of.

160o. Between Lake Superior and Lake Winnipeg?-There is a very thin
population there.

1602. Who was Mr. Thomas Simpson,?-Mr. Thomas Simpson was a distant
relative of mine.

1603. Was not he a long time in the Company's service ?-No.
1604. Was
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1604. Vas not he a long time in that country ?-No; when Isay not a long Sir G. Simpson.
time, I speak comparatively. I think he may have been six or seven years in -
the country altogether, or seven or eight years with nie. 2 March 1857.

i6o5. You say that thatstatement made by him (because you say the life is
written by himself), is an exaggeration ?-Yes; between Red River and Lake
Superior, which I believe is the tract of country he speaks of, the population is
exceedingly thin, and never was nunerous.

16o6. Do you know a book called " Ballantyne's Hudson's Bay " ?-Yes, I
have read it.

i 6o7. In that book there is this statemnent: "At these posts the Indians are
frequently reduced to cannibalisin, and the Company's people have on more
than one occasion been obliged to eat their beaver skins ; this was the case one
winter in Pee's River, a post witbin the Arctic circle in charge of Mr. Bell,
a chief trader in the service; and I remember well reading in one of his
letters, that all the fresh provision they had been able to procure during the
winter was two squirrels and one crow; during this time they had exigted on
a quantity of dried meat which they fortunately ha in store, and they were
obliged to lock the gates of the fort to preserve the remainder from the
wretched Indians, who were eating each other outsiae the walls ; the cause of
ali this misery was the entire failure of the fisheries, together with great scarcity
of wild animals. Starvation is quite common among the Indians of those
distant regions; and the scraped rocks, divested of their covering of tripe de
rocle, which resembles dried seaweed, have a sad meaning and melancholy
appearance to the travellers who journey through°the wilds and solitudes of
Rupert's Land"'?-Yes ; Mr, Ballantyne- never was in that country-; he does
not know-the country. -The cases of eannibalism are very rare indeed.

iGoS. I will read to you a very short passage, and asksvou whether it is a
true description of Mr. Thomas Simpson : " No man in the Company's service
had such opportunities as he enjoyed of becoming acquainted with their
management, and none was better able to appreciate its fffects;" is that an
accurate description of Mr. Thomas Simpson ?-No, I think not; lie acted as
my secretary for a short tine, but I do not think his judgment was very sound
upon many points.

16o9. If those words corne fromn a report on the part of the Huidsorrs Bay
Company, then they are incorrect ? ~es; I do not conceive that his judgment
was sound upon many points.

16 10. I ask you, if those words corne from a report made by the ludson's
Bay Company, still, notwithstanding.that, they are incorrect ?-Yes ; his judg-
ment is lauded a little higher thant I think it should be.

16 1 1. Who made that report, do you know ?-I really do not recollect.
1612. There was a letter written by Sir J. H. Pelly, Bart., to Earl Grey,

dated " Hludson's Bay House, 24th April 1847." There is, as an enclosure in
Sir John Pelly's letter to Lord Grey, a report on the memorial of Mr. A. K.
Isbester and others, to the Secretary of State for the Colonies; that report,
I suppose, was a report of the Hudson's Bay Conpany. -In that-report is-the
description which i read to you of 1W.- Thomas Simnpson; in spite of this
coming from the Hudson's iay Company, you say that, it is an 'incorrect
description of Mr. Thomas Simpson ?-Mr. Thomas Simpson was a very active,
energetic man, but not a man of sound judgment upon many points.

1613. Are syou aware of a complaint made by the American Gernment
about the sale of spirits by thé Hudson's Bay Company ?-No, I ammiot.

1614. You. are not aware that the American Government applied to the
English Government in consequence of certain complaints nade to them, the
American Government, of the sale of spirits by the Hudson's Bay Company ?-
No, i do not recollect any such complaint; there may have been one.

1615. Are you at all aware whether the numbers of the Indians are
diminishing now ? - No; I think the Indians of the thickwood country are
increasing in numbers; the population there, I thinkie increasing.

1616. .You say that in different parts (if the territory different prices are
charged by the Company.for the- goods they sell to the Indians !-Yes.

1617. At the mouth of the Red River what is the per-centage of the tariff
added to the cost price of goods ?-I cannot ,ay at the Red River, because it

0.25. L3 depends
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Sir G. Simpson. depends entirely upon the price given by the Americans and others upon the
*- frontier.

* 7- î161 8. Is the mouth of the Red River near the frontier ?-T.rhe mouth of the
Red River is close to the frontier.

1619. I would say the mouth of Maékenzie's River ?-I cannot tell the precise
tariff ; I have no copy ôf the precise tariff ; they pay a higher price for their
goods than those nearer the coast ; the returns do not come to market until
about from six to seven years after outfits are issued.

1620. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Thpt is to say, that you give less for the furs ?--
We give less for the furs.

162 1. You take more furs, in fact, for an rticle ?-Yes; our system of dealing
is this : Indians require certain necessary supplies to enable them to hunt, and
these we provide thein with.

1622. Mr. Roebuck.] Do you know the quantity of beads whichyou have
importedper annum?-I do not; they are not an article of trade; they are
given as presents.

1623. You neyer give so many beads for so many skins ?-Never; they are
entirely gratuities ; beads are never traded, to my knowledge ; if they are, it is
quite contrary to instructions.

1624. Do you know the amount of marten skins imported last year ?-J do,
not; I cannot tell from recollection. Awls, gun flints, gun worms, hooks, needles,
thread, beads, knives, gartering ribbons, &c., are given as gratuities ; gbout 20
per cent. of the outfit in those articles are given ,as gratuities.

1625. So that a good knife is not considered an article of commerce at ail?
-No; it is given as a gratuity. 4

1626. And that is Îhe staterment whieh you make, of the way in which you
deal with the Indians with knives ?-That is the usual practice.

1627. So that if a knife were to cost 10 s., you would make a present
of it ?-We never give 10-shilling knives; they are too expensive an article;,,
we cannot afford to pay such prices.

1628. Do you ever give 5 s. for a knife ?-No never.
1629. flalf-a-crown ?-I cannot tell precisely what the cost price of a knifç

may be, but Ishould think the cost price of a knife is high at half-a-crown for
the Indian trade.

1630. Was not there some agreement or some bond entered into by the
Hudson's Bay Company, tlat they would send the criminals to be tried in
Canada P-There is a concurreht jurisdiction in Canada.

'1631. Will you answer my question ? -I am not aware of any bond, but very
likely there may have been; I doiiòt recollect.

1632. So that though you have been Governor for 37 years of that territory,
if such a thing has occured, it does not now occur to your memory ?-I do
not recollect ; the cases are so very few.

1633. In your long experience of that country are you aware of any criminals
ever having been sent to be tried in Canada ?-Yes.

1634. How many timnes ?-On one occasion ; there were three 'men sent for
trial for murder; and I think that case was noticed in the former investigation
of the Comittee.

1635. C/airnan.) Supposing an arrangement was made by which any por-
tion of the territory now administered by the Hudson's Bay Company, which
might be supposed to be fit for the purposes of colonisation, was separated from
that administration, such a district of country, for instance, as the Red River,
and any land in the neighbourhood of the Red River, or of the frontier of
Canada, or land on the extreme west coast in .the neighbourhood of Vancou-
ver's Island, would there be any diffieulty in the Hudson's Bay Company con-
tinuing to conduct their affairs after that separation had taken place ?-l think
not, because I do not believe there would -be any settleièniit for a great length
of time; I do not believe there would be any migration into the country for
ages to corne.

1636.'Suppose that was left to be tested by expérience; suppose any country,
sucl as it could be thought would be available for the purposes of colonisation,
was taken from the administration of the ludson's Bay Company under î
suitable arrangement; would it interfere in any way with the management of
the affairs 'of the Hudson's Bay Company, or of such territory as was left ?-I

think
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think not, provided the incoming population were restricted from interfering
witlh the fur trade.

1637. Do vou mean in the same manner'in which the inhabitants of Canada
are now restricted fromn interfering ?-No ; they are not restricted from inter-
fering vith the fur trade of Canada.

1638. But with your fur trade ?-Yes ; provided they were so, 1 think there
would be nq decided objection.

1639. 1& the constitution of your ,Company, in your opinion, particularly
fgvourable to the management of colonists, or of any thickly settled districts ?-
I think the territory held by the Company is nôt favourable for settlement.

1640. I do not mean the physical nature of the territory; buç do you think
it advisable, for your own objects, that you sbould have the administration or
management of anything which could be called a thickly peopled settlement?
-No, I do not think it is important that we should.

1641. It is rather different from your usual course, is it not ? - Yes, I
think so.

1642. For instance, do you think it would do you any barin if Vancouver's
Island vas taken from you and made a British colony ?-I think not.

1643. )o you think that if there was any country on the mainland in that
corner in the vicinity of Vancouver's Island to which it was thought likely that
settlers would be attracted, it would interfere with you' affairs as a trading
Conpany if an establishment of that kind was formed there and separated from
you?-l think it would not do any harm if they were restrained froin inter-
ference with the fur trade.

1644. In the same manner if the settlers from Canada were allowed to occupy
any country in the r neighbourhood, or in the neighbourhood of the Red River,
which they were disposed to go to, provided, as you say, your own moniopoly as
traders vas reserved in the fur-trading districts, it would be far fron interfering
with you, as I understand ?-I think so. I think there would be no objection
to it, provided the Company were satisfied; they consider theinselves lords of
the soil, proprietors of the country, in their own special territory.

1645. As fur traders, do you consider monopoly as essential to the conduct
of a trade of that description ?--Decidedly.

1 646. What do you beliève .çuld be the consequence, supposing the trade
was thrown open indiscriuinately to anybody who chose to pursue it ?-I think
the fur-bearing race would be in very short time destroyed, and the Indians left
tô poverty and wretchedness,

1647. Would there be anybody then who would- have any interest in pre-
serving the fur-bearing animals, and who would not, on the contra-y, have an
interest iii destroyi-ng them as fast as possible with a view to immediate returns?
-Decidedly not.

1648. Were you acquainted with that countrvwhen there ivas a contest in
trade, and Lam afraid acontest awful in violençc and acts of outrage, carried
on between the North-Western Company and the Hudson's-Bay Company in
that country ?-Yes, I was there the last year of the contest.

1649. What were the effectsof that contest ?-The demoralization of. the
Indians; liquor was introduced as a medium of trade throughout; the peace
of the country was disturbed; there were riots and breaches of thespeace conti-
ngally taking place, and the country was in a state of great disorgAnizatioh.

1650. Mr. Roebuck.] IDid that take place because the Hudson's Bay Con-
peny went to war with Lord Selkirk ?-The Huidson's Bay Company did not go
to, war witli Lord Selkirk.

o651. Then did Lord Selkirk go to warwith the Hudson's Bay Company ?-
No; they were on the best possible terms.'

1652. Vhey fought, did they not ?-No, I believe not.

1653. I am making a mistake; the Hudsôn's Bay Company and Lord Sel-
kirk fought with the North-West Company ?-There were breaches of the peace
very frequently, from day to day and year to year, and it will be so wherever
there is competition in the fur trade, whoever the parties maybe.

i 6i54. It is to those circumstances that you refer, is it not ?-Yes.
i655. I thitk the Right Honourdalt Chairman put-a question to you as to

whether you were in the country when certain transactions occurred ?-
I wa.

045. - - L 4 î 656. The

Sir G. Simpson.

2 March 1857.
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Sir G. Simpson. 1656. "The transactions to which you referred were those which took place
between, the Hudson's Bay Company and the North-West, Company ?-Yes,

2 March 1857. the traders of Canada and the Hudson's Bay Company.
S6g7. And you fancy that that was the result of the free trade, if we may so

express it ?-Yes, I think so.
Î658. And that that would be the result under any circumstances ?-There

7/ould be a recurrence of the saine evils if the trade was thrown open
xagamf.

1 65q. Are all those evils occirring in the territory of the United States at
the present moment 7-There is no fur trade in the interior of the United States,
of any consequence.

16(i0. Is there no fui trading upon the western coast of the Pacifie from the
boundary line down to California ?-Very little.

1661. Is there not a fur company ?-No, there is no fur company that I am
aware of.

1662. So that the Ainericans do not accumulate fars at all ?-In that part
of the country they do not.

1663. Do®they in any part of the country ?-No, I am not aware 'of it ; on
the sources of the Missouri a good many furs are collected.

1664. Is there not an American fur company ?-No, I think not; there was
an American fur company; it was broken up long ago.

1665. Mr. Charle.t Fitzttillqm.] Within the last two maonths?€-No, within
the last few years.

1666. Mr. Adderley.] In reply to a question put by the Chairtnan, you
stated that the Cotpany would not object to any settlement west of the Rocky
Mountains, provided suchl settlers were restrained fron interfering with the
rights of the Company as to the fur trade ?-1 think so.

1667. Will you describe the nature of the restraint which you wpuld suggest ?
-That they should not be allowed to interfere in the fur trade, but confine
theiselves to agriculture or other pursuits.

1668. Do you mean, theix, that the settlers west of the Rocky Mountains should
be bound to maintain their own settlement in afur-bearing condition ?-No; the
country adapted for settlement is not a fur-bearing country.

1669. Then what would be the nature of the restraint which you think the
Company would consider necessary ?--That the settlers should not go into the
fur-bearing countries,

i 67o. The restraint would only apply to other portions of the district claimed
by the Hudson's Bay Company ?-Yes.

1671. Do you consider that the Company would have a right or interest in
making any restrictions upon the settleinent of the country itself west of the
Rocky Mountains ?-No, 1 think not.

1672. The settlement of that part of the country might be effected with rio
injury to the Hudson's Bay'Company, without any restrictions as to the terri-
tory itself ?-Provided they did not interfere with the fur trade.

1673. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Would the restriction of dealing with the Indians
be sufficient for your purpose ?-Yes, it would, I think.

1674. Mr. Adderley.] The country to be settled, west of the Rocky Moun-
tains, might be settléd free from any conditions relative to that country itself?
-Except as regards the fur trade.

1675. Chairman.] How do you manage to prevent the Canadian traders now
from introducing spirits into the territories of the Hudson's Bay Company,
along, that great extent of frontier ?-They -cannot pass through the country
without our assistance.

1676. Is that difficlty of communication sufficient to enable you practically
to prevent the trade in spirits ?-Yes, decidedly.

1677. I suppose there is sorne,sauggling in the districts immediately in the
neighbourhood of the settled countries ?-i think there is no smuggling in the
territory of the Hudson's Bay Company, in the district of country over which
they claim-auexsive ig-t of .tre, except atiled River.

1678. When you say no smuggling, do you mean that there is none of any
consequence, or noue at al ?- believe there is none.

1679. Lord Stanley.] You have posts beyond your' own territory, have you
not, in Canada?-Yes ; we have establishmeuts all the way down the St. Law-
rence.

168o. Chairman.j



SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY. 89

16&o. Ciainnan.] Have you gone on in harmony with the Canadians and
the Canadian Government ?-Perfectly so.

1681. Mr. Roebuck.] In that census which you have given in, is there an
account of the numbers of the half-breeds in the Red River Settlement ?-Yes;
8,000 is the whole population of Red River; that is the Indian and half-breed
population.

1682. Can you give any notion of how many of those are half-breeds?-
About 4,000, I think.

1683. Can you tell the Committee whether those half-breeds are improving
in their intelligence ?-I think they are.

1684. Have not the Company established schools there ?-Yes, there are
schools.

1685. Do not the half-breeds go to those schools ?,-Many of them do,
especially the half-breeds of European parentage.

1686. Since they have gone to those schools have you found the half-breeds
as submissive as they were before ?-Yes, I think they are fully; more so.

1687. So that they do not give you any more trouble than they used to do?
-We have little or no trouble with them.
"e 1688. They do not demand free trade in furs; you never heard of such a
thing?-They do not demand it, but they practise it; many of them do.

1689. Have you found the free trade increase since the instruction of the
people increased ?-No, I do ýnot find that since the encouragement to trade
has increased they have been extending their operations in that way,

169o. Do you mean to say that the free-trading bas not increaséd of late
years ?-Not very materially ; they have been in the habit of trading, more or
less, for a great many years ; perhaps there may be moreengaged in it recently
than there were a few years ago. 1 ,

1691. So that the increase of education at the present moment has not at
all increased the desire of the people to have communication with America ?-
No, 1 am not aware that it has ;' I am not aware that there is any partic4lar
desire to connect themselves with America.

1692. I mean to trade with America ?-To trade in what?
1693. In all commodities ?- I believe there is very little trade at present

going across the frontier.
1694. Are you at all aware of any inereased desire on the part of those

people to carry on trade with the Americans ?-No; I am not aware that there
is any increased desire.

1695. So that we may take it as your statement that there is no increased
desire »n the part of that population in that respect ?-They have more
frequent communication with the United -States than heretofore, inasmuch as
they have larger dealings.

1696. Mr. Edward Ellice.] That is not in furs ?-Not in furs; principally in
buffalo robes, and a very few furs.

1697. Mr. Roebuck.] What do they give to the Americans ?-They take
cattie from Red River; buffalo robes, and a small quantity of tallow and
horses ; I think those are the principal articlés.

1698. Do the Indians of the Red River Settlement wish to trade with the
Americans ?-I think not.

iti99. I mean the pure Indians ?-The pure Indians, I think, principally
deal with us.

1700. You have found no desire on their part to conduct trade with the
Americans ?-No ; not across the boundary line; they principally deal
with us.

1701. But I want to know about their desire to have cômmunication with
the Americans: have you any proof respecting that?-I think not; there is
nothing to prevent their having it if they have any desire.

1702. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Do not thëy like to sell their furs to the best
bidder?-Yes, theygo to the best market.

1703. Chairmaa.] And I suppose they would get spirits wherever they could
fiil thèm ?-Yes, I think they would.

1704. -Are the fur-bearing animals on the increase or otherwise, in the Hud-
son's Bay territory, speaking generally ?-I think towards the southern frontier
they are oi the déerease.

o.25. M 0Q5. Take

Sir 0. SiMpson.

2 March 185'4.
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1705. Take the whole together?-In the northern, part of the country we
nurse the country very much, and the country has improved and is much richer
in fur-bearing animais than it was 20 years ago.

1706. Taking it altogether, is the export"of furs increasing or decreasing ?-
It is larger now than it was at any time within my recollection.

1707. It is the most valuable fur trade in the world, is it not ?-I think so.
1 1708. A great deal larger than the Russian fur trade ?-Yes.

. v2709. Mr. Grogan.) You stated that in the form of the lease of land, one of
the clauses was that the settler should endeavour to encourage the Christian
religion ?-Yes.

1710. What is the meaning of that covenant ?-I do not know ; I do not
recollect the covenant. Perhaps you will draw my attention to it.

1711. You read a passage fromi be of your land deeds. Mr. Ellice asked
youthe conditions of grants of land to settlers. Oie of them you said had
relation to efforts on the part of the settler to entourge mçrality and the
Christian religion ?-Yes.

17l 2--What meaning do you attach to that covenant?-The covenant ex-
presses il;. ,

1713. Will'yôuread it ?-" And for encouragingand promoting general educa-
ion and religious instruction. And that ' the said -, his executors,

aministdiors, or assign, shall or will from tiiàéto time, nd at a1 timnes during
the said term =ontribute in a due proportion to the expenses of al public
establishments, whether of an ecclesiastical, civil, -military, or qtlier natureý
i.ncluding therein the maintenance of eth clergy, the building and endowment
of stels, ,Y4 yàxve or shall or mgy be formed. under the auhor1iy of the
Chrter oWr çhaxMers hereiabefore referred to."

1714. at may be the tax imposed upon the ettler?-ZThere is no tax.
1.715. The».that covenant is void ?-That covénant is vQid as for as taxation

goes. -.
- 6. There is no contribution inaposed UiMA the settler for apy of the pur-

poses stated in that coveni»int4 viz., the maintenance of the clergy And the
maintenance of schools ?-No, I think not.

171i. In answer tô a question a few moments ago byMr: Roebuck,<you stated
that there were schools 'established in the country, at the Red River Settlement
for instance ?-Yes:

3718. By whom were those schools established ?--By the Missionary Socie-
ties ; the Church Missionary Society and the Wesleyan Missiopary Society.

1719. And they are still maintained by themn ?--They are still maiátained by
"thei, and assisted by the Hudson's Bay Company.

Syso. Will you explain to me the amount of assistance which the Hudson'sz
Bay Company give them ?-There is a money grant to the Bishop of 300. per,
annuna.'

1721. What Bishop ?-The Episcopalian Bishop of Rupert's Land. There
iâ 100 1. in aid of' schools; there is 150 1. to a chaplain at Red River; 50 . af
York; 50 . to a chaplain at Moose; 50 l. at Eaât Main; 200. in aid of the
schools at Fort Victoria ; to the Roman, Catholic Mission at Red River, 100 1.;,
to the Roman Catholie Mission at Oregon, 100 1.; on the Gulf of St.jawrence,
1 00 guineas; to the Wesleyan Missionary at Norvay-house, 50 L.; at Oxford-
house, 50 1.; Rainy Lake, 50 1.; Saskatchewan, 20 1.; and the Presbyterian-r
Chaplain at Red River, 50 1.

1722. With regard to~the sums which you have just enumei•ated, are those
payméntà out òf the pioper rinonies of the Hudson's Bay Company, or out'of any
other fund ?-Out of the funds of the Hudson's Bay Company,

1723. Exclusively ?-Exclusively. +

1724. If a missionary were dispatched from this country to that district to
take up a location there, would he have a free passage in one of your vessels ?-
Yes ; they usual1y get free passages.

1725. Are yousure on that subject -1- do not recollect that any case has
ever been refused.

1726. Are you aware of any cases in which freight has been charged for
missionaries going to that countri in your ships ?-- capupt tax uiy memory
withthat.

1727. In the Parliamentary Paper before us there is a #ttement of expendI-
ture
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ture for two passages in a Company's ship, and travelling expnses- 41. 9e.;
freight, shipping, and insurance 811.; that is charged to the Church Missionary
Society for two Ëersons who were sent out ?-Very likely it was so. If it is
stated there the probabilityisthat it was so.

1728. Then how is that reconcileable with the fact wþich you bayejust told
us, that there was no charge made ?-I did not say so. I raid that I- could not
call to memory whether there was any charge or not; but we -are in the habit
of allowing them these salaries.

1729. Are those salaries to .these missionaries and clergymen to themx as
chaplains or as schoolmasters ?-They are to them in the double capacity of
chaplains snd schoohnasters.

173e. Is there Any requireMënt upon them on the reéeipt'of such a salary to
keep a school ?-No, there is no positive requirement, but they usully do keep
schools.

• 1731. Is it entirely optional with them whether theykeep a school or not ?-
It is optional as far as we are concerned ; we do not insist upon their keepig
schools. They are under the control of the bishop of the territory, or the
society to which they belong. We exercise no control over them.

1732. Chairman.] I think you made an arjangement with the Russian Comn-
pany by which you hold underjease a portion of their territory ?-Yes.

1733. I believe that arrangefrnent is that y*ou hold tbat strip of 'nt eu
intervenes between your tritory' and the sea,' and «that'yoü give theni 1,60.
a year for it ?-Yes.

1734. What were your objects in making that arrangeýnent ?-To prent
difficulties existing between the Russians and ourselves; as a peace offen

1735. What was the nature of those difficulties ?-We were desirous of p sing
through their territory, which is inland from the cpast about 30 miles. ere
is a margin of, 30 miles of coast belonging to the Russians. Weliâd4 the G
of navigating the rivers falling into the ocean, and of settling tlì' or
çountry. Difficulties arose between us inregard to the trade of the
And to remove all those difficulties we agreed to give them au annual allowance.
I think, in the first instance, 2,000 otter skins, and afterwards of 1,500 1. a
year.

1736. Before that arrangement was made did you find that spirits got intro-
duced owing to a sort of competition between your traders and those of the
lIussian Comptijy-Yes; large quantities of spirits were used previous1y to
that.

1737. And you found that very injurious ?-Yes.
1738. During the late war which existed between ussia and England, I

believe that some arrangeiîient was' made between yo6tiand the Russians bywhich you agreed not to molest one another ?--Yes, such an arrangement'was
inade.

r739. By the two companies ?- aes; and Govemment confi-ried the arrange-
inent.

1740. You agreed that on neither aide should there be any iôféstation or
Interference with the trade of the different parties ?-Yes.

174. And I believe that that was strictly observea dhting the whole- war?
-Yes.

1742. Mr.Bell.) Which Govérnment confirWed the arrangement, the Russian
î the iEnglish, or both ?--Both Governnènts.

1743. Mr. Grogan.] Did you know or hear of one of the servants of the
cmpany; named Joh Saunderson ?-No, I do not récolleet the naine.

i 544. Or Petér Walrus ?-Nô. There are rnany Saundersons in the service;
it is a comnmoà Orkney name -and we employ a good many Orkney mnen.
- 1745. Is it a fact that a distillery has recently been established at the lRed

River Settlement ?-There was a distillexy ereéted a gou$ many years ago, hut
Ïever put in operation, We havenever,attemptçd distillation. By the desire
of. the settlérs we buit a distillery to please them; but we have never put it in
,peration, .

1746. Mr. Edward Ellice.] It 'was stopped by the Corapany in London, I
believe ?-It was.

1747, Mr. Grogan.] What privileges or rights do the native Indians possess
strictlyapplitable to thernselves ?-They are pérfectly at liberty to do what they
pleasea we never restrain Indians.
. 0.25. . 2 . 1748. 1s

Sir G. Simpon.

a Miarch 1857.
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1773. I asked

1748. Is there any difference between their position and that of the half-
breeds ?-None at al. They huntand1ish, and live as they please. They look

;7, to us for their supplies, and-ve study their comfort and convenience as much as
possible; we assist-each'other.

1749. Lord-Staniley.] You exercise no authority whatever over the Indian
tribes ?-None at all.

1750. If any tribe were pleased now to live as the tribes did live before the
country was opened up to Europeans; that is to say, not us;ig any article of
European manufacture or trade, it would be in their power to do so ?-Perfectly
so ; we exercise no control over them.

1751. Mr. Bell.] Do you mneau that, possessing the right of soi, over the
whole of Rupert's Land, you do not consider that you possess any jurisdiction
over the inhabitants of that soil ?-No, I am not aware that we do. We exer-
cise none, whatever right we possess under our charter.

1752. Then is it the case that you do not consider that the Indians are under
your jurisdiction when any crimes are committed by the Indians upon the
White.s ?-They are under our jurisdiction when orimes'are committed upon the
Whites, but not when committed upon each'other ; we dopnoÏmeddle with their
wars.

1753. What law do you consider in force in the case of the Indians commit-
ting any crime upon the Whites ; do you consider that the clause in your licence
to trade, by which you are bound to transport criminals to Canada for trial,
refers to the hidians, or solely to the Whites ?-To the Whites, we conceive.

1754. Mr. Grogan.] Are the native Indians permitted to barter skins inter se
froin one tribe to another ?--Yes.

1755. There \is no restriction at all in that respect ?-None at all.
1756. Is theie any restriction with regard to the hilf-breeds in that respect?

-None, as regrds dealings among themselves.
1757. Lord John Russell.] Supposing aniy person was to come from t

United States to trade with thema, would y6u interfere ?--We should oppose,t
by every means in our power, but not violente.

1758. By wh4t means would yu event it ?-By giving higher price% or
watching the ldians.

1759. But you would not driyéaway such a person?-No.
1760. Mr. Grogan.] Have you ever seized and confiscated the goods of parties

who were trading lu that a.y with the Indians ?-If it bas been doue, ât bas
been of very rare occurr ce; I do not recollect the circumstances.

1761. It is stated in ese papers that an instance occured where the go\ds of
some of the settlers ere seized and confiscated on the suspicion thathey
were intended for e purpose of trade with the Indians ?-It bas been of\ uch
rare occurrence at I have not the least recollection of it.

1762. You s ted on Thursday that the price of land to a settler was 7 s. ed.
an acre ?-F v 5 s. to 7 s. 6 d. an acre.

1763. T t is à,t the Red River settlement ?-Yes.
1764. that price ever exacted ?-Very rarely.
176. f you practically give the land fEee, why is it beld out to the world

that yo demand 7 s. 6 d. ?-We consider ourselves proprietors of the soil.
i,7 . Has the 7 . 6 d. ever been paid ?-It bas beern paid.
1 67. Lord Stanley.] You claim the right to impose that price, but you do

n impose it in every case ?-That is so.
1768. Mr. Edward Ellice.] But inasmuch as it bas been the interest of the

Company to settle the land as fast as possible, they have withdrawn from taking
the price, because theythought it for the conipany's interest ?-Yes.

1769. Mr. Grogan.b-What amnount inay the Company ever have received
from settlers in that way by the sale (if land ?-I think fromn the beginning of
'time it does not exceed from 2,000 L. to 3,000 1.

1770 Within your own government eau you say what sum bas been re-
ceived ?-I cannot tell from recollection, but I think under 3,001.

1771. lu what way was that money applied ?-It was the property of the
Company.

1772. It was applied to the general funds of the Copany?-Yes ; part of
the tinté it went to the estate of Lord Selkirk Lord Selkirk was then the pro-
prietor of thesoil.

92 i
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1773. I asked you, within thy time that you had been Governor, am I to Sir G. Simpson.
understand that the sum of 3,000 L. bas been received from settlers for the
purchase of land ?-Yes. 2 March 1857.

1774. Since your own vernment ?-Since my own government.
1775. Mr. Edward e-ilice.] Is that since the year 1834 ?-,-I think not so much

since the year 1834
'176. Previously to 1834 the Red River Settlement belonged to Lord Selkirk,

did it not ?-Ys.
1777. It been sold a long time previously by the lHudson's Bay Company

to hi Loship for the purposes of colonisation ?-,-Yes.
1778, le re-transferred it to the Company in 1834 ?--Yes.
177P. And you paid his Lordship for that acquisition?-Yes.
ry;80. Mr. Grogan.] You stated'that the sum of 3,000 . had been paid by

ettlers for the purchase of land ?-I think so.
1781. To whom was that money paid ?-Partly to Lord Selkirk or the heirs of

Lord Selkirk, and partly to the Company.
1782. Can you say how much was paid to the Company?-I cannot from

recollection.
1783. Was there anyt 'mâ paid to the Company ?--Yes.
1784. 100 1. ?--I think o; more than that.
1785. 1,000. ?-Perhaps not 1,000 1.; or possibly it may be 1,0001.
1786. Did that go into th'e general funds of the Company, or was it applied

to any other purpose ?-I think it went into the general funds of the Com-
pany.

1787. It was not apliied in the confruction of roads ?-No; mionies were
given from time to time for the construction of roads.

1788. From the funds of the Company ?-No; froni the general funds.
There is an import duty of 4 per cent. chargeable upon all goods imported
into the settlernent of Red River. The Hudson's Bay Company are the prin
cipal importers, and they pay the largest portion of that duty, a r

1789. Am I to understand that the amount of that duty is expended upon
roads ?-It is expended for public purposes-roads, and bridges, and schools,
and in various other ways for public purposes.

1790. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Is it the fact that the Coipany pay 4 per cent.
upon all their imports into the colony for that purpose ?-That is the fact.

1791. Mr. Grogan.] Then did the sum which you spoke of as having been
given by the Company to the schools corne frorn this source ?-It is without
reference to this source.

1792. Then thé money which you have now spoken of derived from the
custois of the country, and being given in aid of schools, is additional to
the sum you have already maentioned as having beext paid by the Company in
aid of schools ?-Yes.

1793. Can you give the Committee any estimate of what the amount of that
expenditure on roads and public improvements would be ?-No, I cannot. Per-
haps 600 . or 700 1. a year.

1794. You described the country about the Red River a&being very pro-
ductive ?-Yes, upon the banks of the river.

1795. But you stated that your impression was that the land beyond a mile
fron the river was not so good ?-It. is not so good.

96lfi. On 'what is that opinion based?-Upon experiment; trial. It has
been tried i md- not good, and discontinued.

1797. Mr. Gladstone.J i did uit -quitê av- fiào
price of 7s. 6d. per 'acre or 5s. per acre still purports to be the rule of tne
Company ?-That is the rulè of the Company. We sell very little land. ,Our
sales of land from the begiuning of time, I believe, are only from 2000 . to
3000 1.

1798. But the settlemetl are very much more considerable than would be
indicated by such a price ?- De-iidedly. .

1799. In point of fact, then, a very small portion of land has been sold ?-
Very-small.

18oo. Has a long time elapsed since a4y price was received for land at the
Red River ?-I think there bas been very littie money received for land at the
led River for several years. 1

0.25. M 3 18oH. a
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Sir G. simpson. i Soi. Have several years elapsed since, lu any içstance, a price svas reeived

i March 1 for land to the best of your remembrance ?-If money has been received -fdt
lands it is to a yery simall amount. If a person retiring from the service ex.-
presses a desire to go to Red River to settle, we say, "In that case you
must becoie a purchaser of land." And he may purchase his 50 acres, and
pay down 25 per cent. upon the anount.

1802. Supposing an application is made for land, what consideratiot governs
the authorities of the Company in determining whether to sell or whether te
grant ?-The Ineans of the parties generally.

1803. If you think them able to buy then you sell ? -Yes.
1804. If you do not think themn able to buy then you grant?-They squat ;

we never disturb anybody.
1805. Then you do not make grants of land ?-We give then grants when

they apply for them, but they rarely apply.
i 8o6. Then, do you encourage sqúatting ?-We cannot prevent it.
1807. Do you endeavour or desire to prevent it ?-No; if the péoplé cannot

afford to pay for land, we cannot interfere with them.
i 808. Lord John Russell.] How do you prevent disputes between two squat-o

ters ?-We never bave any disputes upon the subject of lands.
1809. Mr. Gladstone.] Is that owing to the abundance of the land?-Yes.
181o. Mr. Adderlei.] Are there many squatters ?-They are nea-ly all

squatters.
1811. Out of how many ?-The population is'8,000.
1812. Are those 8,000 squatters ?-No; some have paid,
1813. What proportion of the 8,000 do you suppose have paid ?--The,whole

receipts for land, from the beginning.of time, are certainly under 3,000 L.
1814. Can you tell us at al, in round number, what proportion of the

families who have settled at ,the Red iver Settlement, líave paid for land?-
Nineteen twentieths ha:e not paid.

1815. How do you reconcile the statements you have just made as to the
mode of disposing of land with youranswer to Question, 1217, in which you said
that land was granted at sums yiâfrom 5s. to 7s. 6d. an acre, not in fee
simple, but under leases of 999 years ?--The parties frequently set themselves
down on land without consulting us ; we never disturb them.

1816. I asked you, in Question 1207, "If I wanted to buy land in the Red
River Settlement, upon what terms could I buy it ?" Your answer was, "lFive
shillings an acre ?'-Yes

1817. Am I to understand that if applied for it for nothing I should get it,
equally ?-If you were to squat, we fiould not, in all probability, disturb you.

181S. You said that free graut, were given to'those whô applied for then?
-Yes.

189. Squatters dò not apply for free grants, do they o t the
situations where they may squat; we do not h s unless they make
some arrangement for the payment.

1820. Are we to un erstarîd squatters squat tunder ternis of agreemelit
tite th4J3Ouipaiir -Y es; ,'ery frequently.

. Mr. Joebuck3 Th4î +why are they called sqiattërs ?-A man without
lneans, coming into the ry, says, " I should like to settle theré, but 1 have
not the means of p" ;" we say, "There is no objection to your settling
there."

1822. Mr. Adderley.] Are there settlers in the Red River Settlement whO
squat without any agreement with the Company ?-Many.

-823. Am I to understand that'a great proportion of what you ea11 squatters
have squatted inder an agreement with the Company r--No.

1824. May we understand distinctly whatyou mean by the word "squatter'?
-A man who comes and sets himself down upon land without title.

1825. Is it possible that a squatter should settle under distinct terms of
tnderstanding with the Coinpany, even though. he does not pay for bis land?-

Yes ; very likely a man without means would say, " Wherean.I Settle ? We
should point out a certain district of country which We thought desirable, and
the best situation for settlement.

I1826. Are there many squatters in thé Red River Settlement who had their
locati6n, pointed out by the Company, aid who paid nothing for their land ?-
Many. 1827. Is
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1827. Is that the case with the majority of thema?- I think the majority of Sir G. Sitnpson.
them have settled thenselves down where they liked and we could not pre-
vent it. 2 March 1857.

1828. Without asking the Company ?-Yes.
1829. Mr. Bell.] Then you pean that the difference is that, where they

settle without paying for the land, they have no agreement?-They have no
agreement.

1830. And they ,bave no title; when they apply for the land and pay for it,
then they have a title ?-Yes.

1831. Mr. Adderey.] When the Çompany assign a territory in the nature of
a free grant, is there anything paid in the way of license duty ?-No, nothing.

1832. Do any people settle in the Hudson's Bay territory upon licenses,
without a payment per acre ?-Nd, I am not aware that they do.

1 É33. Mr. Roebuck.] Is that the forn under which lands r&granted (handing
an indenture to the witness) ?-Yes, I think this is it.

1834. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Is that the Company's grant or Lor4èlkrk's
grant ?-This is the Company's grant.

1835. What is the date of it ?-Marcht 1844.
1836. Mr. Roebuck.] is this indenture the title by which a person holds land

who buys it ?-It is.
1837. Amongst the engagements of tJhe buyer, is there one that he will not

part with any portion of the land ?-The conditions are there; I eanot call to
mind the precise conditions.

1838. Then though you have been 37 years governor of that country, you
do not know the -conditions upon which land is granted ?-I have been very
little resident during that time in Red River; there bas been usually an officer
in charge of Red River, who is styled Governor of Assiniboia.

1839. Are you aware that this is one of the engagements of the buyer, that
he "'shall not nor will at any time during the said term," which ig 999 years,
"underlet or assign, or otherwise alienate, or dispose, or part with, the actual
poss+ssion of the said land hereby demised, or any part thereof, for all or any
partof the said terni, or any interest derived under the saine, without the con-
sent in writing of the said Governor and Company for the time being first had
and obtained " -Yes ; that is a -clause in it.

' 840. Were you aware that that was in the indenture ?-Yes.
1841. So that when a party buys land of you he cannot sell one particle of

that land, or even let it ?-Yes; but we never object to it.
18 This is yourindenture ?-Yes; that is our indenture.
1843. Does that? in your view, tend toï promote the settlement of the

country ?-I do not thinkjit.can materially affect the settlement of the country.
1844. Do you fancy that deprividg a man of the power of alienating any part

of bis land, or even underletting it, conduces to the settlement of the country r
-I do not believe that the settlers of the Red River pay much attention to the
terms of their title deeds. °

1845. Do you fancy that preventing a man fron underletting, from selli-ng or
parting with any portion of bis interest i the land, conduces to the settlement,
of the country ?-No; I do not think it does.

1846. Do you think it hinders the settlèment ?-I think it does not hinder it
in the Red River, because there are no applicants for land.

.1847. Mi Edward E(lice.] With reference to the question which the Chair-
man put to you just now, with regard to the territory being cofonised, I think
yôur answer was that you did not consider that the colonisation of any part of
the territory which the Government might think proper to reserve for that
purpose would be prejudicial to the fur trade, if the exclusive right was pro-
perly protected ?--Yes ; _ think it would not be prejudicial. F

1848. By the exclusive right being protected you mean the trade of the
Indians being protected ?-The fur trade with the Indians.

184 9 .With regard to the pases-of stavation, -I presume that the means of
the Company in supportiâg the people in the territory very much depend upon
the produce of the buffalo hunt and upon the crops raîsed at Red River ?-Yes,
the produée of the chase and the products at Red River.

i 85o. Would it be impossible for the Coiipany to undertake.tô provide for
the general population throighout the, country in times of sca•city ?--utite
impQssible.

0.25. M 4 1851. Mr.
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paon. 1851. Mr. Roebuck.] Do the buffaloes extend to the Arctic cirele?-The
prairie buffalo does not ; he is confined to the prairies ; the musk ox is to be

57. found in the Aretic cirele.
1852. What proportion of the food of the inhabitants is supplied by the

musk ox ?-It is very small; it is entirely'confined to that part of the couâtry.
î8 5 3, In fact, you may put it out of consideration altogether ?-Yes.
1854, Therefore, your answer that the food of-the coutry eliiefly depfnded

upon buffaloes was not correct ?-The food of the prairie country is bIuffalo;
the food of the thickwood country is principally fisb.

1855. Mr. Edward Ellice.3 Is not pemican almost the staff of life oflthe ser-
vants of the Company in aUl parts?-Yor transport.

1856. -Mr. Roebuck.) What is pemican ?-Pemian is a compound of 'tuffalo
meat and tallow ; it is a portable provision, principaely used in travelling.

1857. Have you formed any idea of the quantity of pemiêan 'which is manau-
factured in that country per aium ? -Perhaps from 2,000 to 3,000 cwt. per
annum ; some years more; sometimes les,

1 858. And you have told us that there are 55,000 inhabitants ? -East of the
mountains there are about 55,000 ; of these about 25,000 are Indians living
upon buffalo meat principally, and 30,000 live principally upou ish ; that is to
say, fish and rabbits.

j 859. Mr, Edward Ellice.) But the means of existence of the servants of the
Conapany depend upon provisions taken to the different posts fromn othei parts ?
-Yes, and the fish they are able to collect; they live very much upon fish,
throughout the country.

i 86o. fias that deed which is before the Cqnnmittee ever, practically speaking,
been made use of by the Company to restrain settlement at the Red River ?-
Never.

S16î, Mr. Roebuck.1 What is the use of the deed, then ?-It is so very little
used that it is of no value, in faet ; nineteen-twentieths of the people have no
title; they squat and set themselves down.

1862. Supposing a dozen people were to start from Canada determining ta
settle in the Red River Settlement, would they be at aU impeded by the Com-
pany ?-I think not.

1863. And if instances are brought forward of great impediments being
thrown in the way, you never have heard of them ?-There bas never been an
instance to any knowledge; they squat and set themselves down wherever they
please.

1864. Have the Company ever ejeeted anybody ?-Never to my knowledge.
1865. Mr, Grogan.) If an emigrant, as Mr. Roebuck describes, come froma

Canada to the Red River Settlement, and be anxious to purchase a partly-
improved land which soie squatter had been upon, would your Company
interfere to prevent the transfer of the land ?-No.

1866, Would it be necessary to,ask your permission ?-We usually enter all
such transfers in a transfer book when the parties apply; but if they do not
choose to apply to us we cannot help it.

1867. Is there any fee for that entry ?-None,
i868. Then is not the practical effect of such a deed as has been read to pie-

vent any persoi taking such a deed from you ?-f think that it is not.
1869. If a man may squat on the land, and hold undisputed possession of

the part that he squats upon from you or from any one else, and if he may
transfer that land to another person without obstruction, wliy should he take a
deed from you?-''hat other party would not be disposed to pay iuless he
could have some title.

1870. Mr. Gladstone.] Then the restriction is operative, it so, is it not; if a
piurhaser froma a Red River settler will not be.disposed to pay unless a
title is given, ahd if, in order to make a title, it is necessary, as it planly muet
be, to show the consent of the Company, then the clause reqixing the consent
of the Company i an operative clause ?-The cases óf the pnithase of -lad are
so very rare that there is scarcely, a case in point.

187'1. Lord John 'Rssel.] a that deed ever made use of now, or is it dis
used ?-Wben parties apply for a deed that is the deed which is given. ,

1872. Mr. Bell.] Have those settlers who now do nothold a deed applied for
a deed ,-I think not.

1873. You
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1873. You are not aware of any applications having been made by those Who Sir G. Sion.
hold without deed ?-No ; applications are not isuly made for deeds; ai ap-,
plication for a deed is a very unusual .thing. 1 8rch 47.

S874. They are satisded to hold the land; without a deed ?-Yes.
1875. Mr. Grogan.] i understood you to explain to us that there was a cer-

tain annual sm received by the Company as duties of customs, viz., four per
cent. ? -- Paid b the Company.

1876. To whom ?-To the treasury of the Red Rive.
3877. Js the treasury of the Red River part and parcel of the Company? a

-No.
187 8. Is not the government of the R'ed River Setflement, and of course the

treasury, as a part of that government, a part and parcel of the Hudson's Bay
establishment ?-No; it is in the bands of the settlers themselves.

3879. Ara I to tulderstand you, then,,that the Company pay four percent.
as well as the public ?-They do.

t88o. They paid that amount on alil goods iwported into the Red River
Settlement to the local municipality of the Red River Settlement ?
decidedly.

188t. ,Which money is employed in local improvements ?-Yes.
1882. 1s there "any establishment by the Company or by the Red River

Settlement, whereby if a settier wished to send a letter, for instance, he could
do it ?-There is a postal communication through the United States,
a 1883. How is it to get there ?-The lUnited States are close upon the
border.

1884. How many miles is it ?-About 50 miles ; there is constant commu-
nication with the frontier.

1895. If therefore a letter written at Assiniboia finds its way to the frontier
of the United States, the United States take care of that letter and will
forwaid it to its dèstination as far as it goes through their territories ?-Yes.

1 886. Mr. .Edward .Ellice.]\ There is a regular post, is not there ?-Yes,
twice a month. %

1887. Mr. Oroganj Who maintains that regular mail P--The United States
Government.

1888. is there any iail or post, or despatch of any kind, maintained by tlie
Hudson's Bay Company in their territories ?-There are several expresses in
the course of the season.

1889. Is there any mail or post or despatch maintained by the jRudsen's
Bay Company for the accommodation of the settlers or the publie ?-Yes,
there, is.

189o. Will you describe it ?-By canoe during the season of open water, and
I think there are three or four expresses in the interior in the course of the

inter.
j 89 . la the event of a settler wishing to send letters or anything of that

sort by those despatcbes, can he do so ?--Decidedy.
1892. Io he charged for it ?-There ls a very small charge; I forget what.
1893. liut he is charged for it ?-There is something I think.
1894. 11r. £dward Ellice,] la there a regular post maintained by the settlers

between Red River and Pembina ?-No, there is no regular post; at lest I am
not aware that there is. -

1895. Mr. RaebacA.] 1 have a letter in tny hand which is to the following
effect: "My dear Sir,-As by the new regulation regarding the posting of
letters, it wiR be necessary that Mr. McLaughlin should send up his letters
open for my perusal, a thing which cannot be agreeable to him, will you bave
the goodness tu tell him that in his case I shall consider it quite sufficient his
sealing the letters in my presence without any perusal on my part, and for that
purpose I shal cai ln at your bouse to-morrow evenfing. Believe me, &c.
R. .4ne" That is dated 29th December 1844 P-It was quite unaiithorised.

i 896q-Who -wa&mr. LaneM--Mr. Lant was a clerk their Wthe Serice of tbe
Comapany.

1897. What does he mean by the new regulation: he says, «I as by the new
regulation regarding the posting of letters"? It was no regulation of the
Comxpany.

0,95. 1898.o
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1898. Do you mean to say that there was no regulation ?-There was no
regulation within my recollection ; there may have been a local regulation.

1899. Do you mean to say that you, being governor of that territury, if that
was a regulation, you are ignorant of it ?-Yes; there was no regulation to that
effect that I recolleet. I was governor of that country, and superintendent of
the whole of the affairs of that country, but there was a local governor, who
conducted the affairs of the district of Assiniboia.

1900. MIr. Edward Ellice.] I think we have had it before in evidence that
the government of Assiniboia comprises the settlement of Red River ; that
there is a separate governor there, who resides there, and who governs all
things within a radius of 50 miles: the colony beinar tdment of itself, aid
there being a separate council ?-Yes.

1901. Mr. Roebuck.) Do you knowa person of the name of R. Lane ?-Yes;
he was a clerk in the Company's service a good many years ago.

1902. Where was he a clerk ?-He was at Red River.
1903. Do you know his writing ; wil you look at that (handiing the Letter to

tMe Witness) ?-I tbink it is very likely that this may be his writing; I cannot
prove bis writing.

1904. Did you know a person of the name of Andrew M'Dermot ?-Yes.
1905. So that there was a person of that name ?--There is a person of that

nanelnow in the sett1emert.
1 go6. The letter there is written by a clerk of the Hudson's Bay Company to

a person whom you know to have resided in that part of the world ?-Yes.
1907. And that letter speaks of a set of new regulations, of which you know

nothing t-Of which I au not aware unless ay'memorybe refreshed upon the

gos. The letter speaks of new regulations, of whicbregulations you know
nothinig -Yery likely; I do not know unless my neory be refreshed upon
the subject; I wes very likely not in the settlement at the time. -

1909. That is not an answer. 1 ask you, do you know anything of those
regulations i-No, I do not; at least I cannot call them, to mind.

1910. Mr. Gladstone.j This letter, purporting to be written by a person who
was a clerk of the Company, and resident in the country, and written to another
person, with whose name you are also acquainted as being that of a resident in
the couitry, do you think it is likely that there were such regulations as are
alluded to in the letter-I think it is very likely that there were süch
regilations, blit they vere not continued for any tine; they were, very likely,
disallowed. 1

1911. Apart from this letter, did you.ever hear in the course of your expe-
rience of any regulation in force within the Hudson Bay Cornpany's trritories
undler whieh it was required, or under vhich the Company had the powertq -
read the private letters of individuals ?-Never. I never knew an instance.

ira. Supposing there was such a i.egulation as is here mentioned by Mr.
Lane, by whoin would that regulation be made --Very likely ly the Council
or the Compys principal representative for the time being at Red River, but
it would be disàRÔ,wed forthwith.

1913. Could such a regulation, tht is to say, a regulation to the effect that the
letters of residents nust be perused by the authorities of the Company, be
made by any local oflicer of the Company upon his own responsibility ?-
1 think not.

1914. Then are you at a los% to conceive how such a-regulation as this
could have been mnade at al?-I am quite at a loss; I an not aware of the
regulation.

i9 1. Could such a regulation be madé by the Governor and Council ? -0f
Assiniboia it might ; but it is not likely to have been continued; it would not
have been contínued.

9q16. Would the Governor and Council of the colony have been competent
to inake such a regulation-?-oes but-I think-it -would have-been disallowed
by the Company forthwith.

1917. Mr. Roebuck.J DisaIlowed where ?-At hone.
1918. How long wouIld it'take to send fron there home ?-A very few

mionthns.
1919. Theni
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1919. Then that is different from your answer to me, that it would take three
years ? -No; I never made such au answer.

1920. Mr. Gladstone.] Do you consider that the Covernor and Council of
Red River would have been legally competent to make such a re'gulation if they
had thought fit ?-I think not.

1921. Mr. Grgan.] I think you told us, that a letter which should find
its way to the frontier, to Pembina, could be despatched thence through the
United States ?-Yes.

1922. At the expense and cost of the United States Government ?-Yes.
1923. Is there any provision made by the Govetnor and Council of Assini-

boia for the transmission of.a letter froin Assiniboia itself to the frontier ?-
I think not.

1924. The distance, you said, was about 60 miles ?-About 50 miles.
1925. 1s it once a week, or once a smonth, or once in a season; or how

often is it that the mail in the United States part of the territory is dispatched?
-Once a fortnight.

1926. And yet there is no provision by the Governor and Coundil of
Assiniboia for transmitting a letter tegularly to the frontier at aUll-No; at
least 1 am not aware that there is.

1927. I asked you ,a general question, whether there was any post or
dispatch by which letters could be sent through the 1udson's Bay territory,
mnaintained by the Government, and you said that there were canoes and boats
occasionally -- Yes.

1928. Do those expresses, or canoes, start periodically ?-They do.
3929. When ?-Two or three times in the course of -the season of open

water, and I think once a month (at least it was so when' the troops were
there) during the winter; not so frequently now.

1930. What do you call the period of open water ?-From the month of
May until the month of October.

1931. That is four months? -Five months.

1932. Then there are opportunities of sending letters two or three times
during the fine season ?- Yes.
' J 933. And once a month during the bad season ?-1 am not sure that the
mail is continued so frequently as once a month during the winter.

1934. Do fou know how often it is sent; my object 'is to ascertain the
exact information as to wbat means of communication, sending letters for
instance, exist in the Hudson's Bay territory ?-Through the United States
regularly. _

1935. I do not ask as to the United States?-The time occupied from Red
Rtiver to the Sault St. Mary, where there is the first regular communication, is
so long, that parties will not be disposed to send their letters in that way.; for
instance, they would send them by the United States.

. î936. Would tiat arise fron the uncertainty in the means of sending them?
The uncertainty and the length of timne occupied in conveying the letters.

1937. J see in your evidence you state that you have travelled from Fort
William, at the head of Lake'Superior to Assiniboia, about 40 times:--Yet, I
tbink so.

1938. Of course you know that road rernarkably well~-Yes, pretty well.
1939. Are there. steâmboats which now navigate to Fort William, on the

head of the lake, from Canada ?-No; there is no regular steamboat commu-
nication. Steamboats have passed round on pleasure excursions.

1940. Do they go periodlcally ?- No.
1941. If it were stated that they went once. a week regularly, would it be

correct ?-It is not the case.
i942. Are there steamboats of any nation that traverse the lake periodieally?

-Qn the south-west side of the lake, the American side of the lake, there are
stearnboats which pass, I think, once or tvice a week ; on the nortkeast side
ofthe- lake there is no traffic-there- i n gouicatioi.

1943. Witih those boats passing once or twice a week, as yen describe it,
where is the uttermost limit of their journey on the lIke Î--I cannot exactly
tell yott the port on the west side of the lake.

1944. Do they go up tp Fort William ?--Certanly not.
0.25. W 2 , 1945. Mr.

Sir G. Simpso.

2 March 1857.
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Sir G. ,ipson. 1945. Mr. Charles Fitzwillian.] Do they go beyond Fort William ?-No, théy
do not go near Fort William.

2 March 857- 1946. You mean that they keep to the west of Fort William?-Yes.
1947. Mr. Bell.] Do they go to the River St. Louis?-Iam not aware that

they do; I think not.

1948. Mr. Grogan.] Have yoù ever read a work called "Minesota," by Mr.
Oliphant ?-o. .

1949. I think it was published in 1845. If he stated that he went in a
steamboat which traversed that distance in the territory up to the River St.
Louis,jou do not know whether that would be correct or incorrect?-That
would' be out of our reach ; it is perfectly possible. If he says so I should
suppose it to be correct.

1 950. What is the distance from Fond du Lac, at the River St. Louis, to the
amenistiquoia, where Fort William is ?-One hundred or one hundred and

/twenty miles.
1951. You have no reason to doubt that steamboats travel two or three

times a week up to that district ?-I think it very likelyè
1952. And yet there is no facilitytmade or congemplated for the transmission

of letters through the Hudson's Bay, territory, by the Hudson's Bay Company,
for the settlers from that place, to meet those boats ?-None; not through
the United States; availing ourselves of the United States communication.
You are talking' Qf the west side of the lake ; I am talking of the east side of
the lake ; we keep on the éast side of, ‡he lake; we have no steam communica-
tion on the lake.

1953. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Would not the shortest route for a letter be by
Pembina and St. Paui's to this country ?-Decidedly.

1954. Mr. Grogan.) In the Parliamentary Papers; under the date of the
23d of April 1849, at page 58, there is the following passage: "Mi. Dunn's
book was written with the same view as bis letters to the ' Times' newspaper,
namely;'to draw the attention of this country to the value of Oregon, and the
encroachmoits which- the Americans made. Neither his disposition nor his
temperaiient admitted of bis telling the whole truth. Had he written his book
himself, and had he not been compelled, according to bis own statement, to
burn bis journal at Fort Vancouver by a regulation of the Company prohibiting
their servants from retaining any record of*what passes in the country, bis
History of Oregon would be far more valuable than it is." What regulation of
the Company is it which prohibits their servants from keeping any journal or
record of what passes in the country ?-There never was any such regulation
in my time. It is the first time I ever heard of it.

1955. I presume you have seefr these papers ?-I have not seen them.
1956. Are there any limitations whatsoever imposed by the Company, on their

servants of any class, with regard to keeping a journal ?-Noue; I never heard
of any restriction in any shape, directly or indirectly ; they write what they
please, and send it as they please.

1957. Mr. Adderleg,] Did you ever hear of Mr. Dunn's journal being burnt 2
-1 never did.

1958. Or destroyed ?-I never heard of it.
1959. Mr. Gordon.] I wish to ask you'a few questions in continuation of

those which I put to you on 'Thursday with respect to the Red River Set-
tiement. I think you said that one of the causes which rendered the Red River
unsuitable, in your opinion, for sëttlement, was the prevalence of great floods
therè ?-Yes; the prevalence of floods and of droughts.

1960. W bat is the length of coùntry into which the Red River Settlement
extends along the river?-About 80 miles; perhaps not quite so much as
80 milles.

196 i. Mr. Edward Ellice.] I think you said 50 the other day ?-Yes.
i 96z Mr. Gordon.1 Is the whole of that length of the river equally subject

to floods ?-lhe whole of that country has been overflo*ed in my recol-
lection.

1963. Am I to understand you to say that the whole of that 50 miles is
equally subject to be devastated by extensive floods ?-Not equally so ; because
the lower grounds are more subject to flood than the higher grounds.

1964. Is
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1964. Is not the lower part of the river, near Fort Garry, more elevated than
the upper part, and therefore less subject to floods ?-The lower part is more
elevated than the upper part.

1965. And therefore less subject to floods ?-Yes.
i 966. Is there a maiked difference between the two in that respect ?-Not a

marked difference ; perhaps eight or ten feet.
1967. Has the district of the Grand Rapids ever been covered 'by floods ?-

No.
96fL That is free from floods -Yes ; that is at a great distance from Red

River.
1969. Mr. Edward Ellice.] How far is it ?-I sliould think from 200 to 300

miles; it is the Grand Rapid of Lake Winnipeg; it is the outlet of the Saskat-
chewan River.

1970. Mr. Gordon.] Is there not a place upon the Red River termed the
Grand Rapid ?-There is a place upon the Red River termed the Rapids of the
Red River;- but there is a place known in the country as the Grand Rapid,
which is the Grand Rapid of Lake Winnipeg; the outlet of the Saskatchewan
River, -

1971. I meant upon the Red River; is that subject to floodi~'OThe bank at
the Rapid is a few feet higher, perhaps 10 or 15 feet higher, than in many
other parts of the stream.

1972. Does not that'objection apply chiefly, if not only, to the upper part of
the river, and not to the lower part of the river ?-The bank at the Rapids is
higher and thence down towards the lower establishment.

1973. Is that equally liable to be overflowed with thé upper part ?-No; the
ground is rather higher.

1974. Then I suppose that is more favourable for cultivation and settlement ?
-One part of the population prefer the upper district of country ; for instance,
the Canadians prefer the upper part above the junction of the Assiniboine
River.

1975. Notwithstanding the floods ?-Notwithstanding the floods. The Orkney
half-caste population prefer the lower end of the stream.

1976. The chief part of the settlement is in a district of about 20 miles long,
is it not ?-About 50 miles in length.

1977. Has it ever been wholly coveredby floods ?--Yes, I think so, excépting
the higher spots, which form islands in seasons of flood.

1978. Has any attempt ever been made to improve the banks of the river
to prevent those floods ?-Never.

1979. Why not ?-Because the means of the country could not by possibility
admit of it.

'980. The banks are not susceptible of improvement ?- Not at all.
1981. The settlement is on both sides of the river, is it not ?-It is.
1982. Ias any attempt ever been made to1establish a commnication between

them by means of a bridge or otherwise ?-No; there is a ferry in use.
1983. What is the average width of the Red River ?-The average width below

the forks is about one sixth of a mile perhaps.
1984. What is the width of the Mississippi at St. Paul's ?-Not quite so ,ide

I think, or about the saine width.
1985. You are aware, I suppose, that af St. Pauls there is a large suspension

bridge ?-I am not aware that there is; there was none when I passed there.
1986. St. Paul's is a settlement of much more recent date than the Red

River ?-Yes.
1987. And they have now a large bridge ?-There was no bridge when I was

at St. Paul's
19 8. Why has no attempt ever bèen made in the natüre of a communication

by bridge at the Red River ?-r-The cost would be too large ; t1 ere is no traffie
and no population to justify such an outlay,'
z 1989. Have any of the smaller streanis, been bridged over by the'Company?

-Yes, many of the smaller streaims, especially in the settlement;- they have
heen bridged out of the funds of the settlement.

1990. H ave the Company done anything to make roads in the settlement ?
-They have contributed their share of the duties of four per cent. upori all
imports.

a23. 3 1991. And

Sir 0. Simpson.

2 March 1857.
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1991. And with that have they made roads themselves?-Withthat the
settlers have made roads.

1992. About what number of miles of roads, should you say, have been made
under the authority of the Company ?-The Company make no roads.

1993. Mr. Edward E/lice.] They pay for their being made ?-They con-
tribute their share of the tax.

1994. Mr. Gordon.] You mentioned in your evidence on Thursday, "The
Company allow the interest of the day, I think it is four per cent., to any,
parties who may choose to leave their money in their hands, or they will pay
their balances as they »accrue, from year to year, as they inay desire." Does
that apply only to the servants of the Company, or does it extend to any of the
settlers in the Red River ?-The servants of the Company.

'995. Is there anything in the nature of a bank established for the settlers ?
-There is no bank.

1996. Then what do the settlers do with their money ?-The settlers have
their own agents in England whom they employ ; a few of them, I think, leave
their money in the bands of -the Company; they are retired servants.
- 1997. Mr. Knnaird.] In question 1009, put by the Chairman, you were

asked, "Do you ever encourage the fadians to resort to agriculture, under any
circumstances ?" and your answer was, 4'4lways; we have encouraged them by
every means in our power." W#i you kindly state to the Condiittee some of
the means which have been used ?-By giving them agricultural implements,
free of charge, and seed of various kinds ; seed whent, seed potatoes.

r998. Without charge for the land ?-Without charge for the land.
1999. That bas been done in 'the different Indian settlements ?-Yes; in

several-parts of the country.
2000. There is every facility given ?-Every facility.
2001. With reference to question 1102, with regard to the education and

christian instruction of the Indians, are we to understand that the Company
have adopted no imeans for the education of thé 55,578 Indians from whom
they receive their furs, and whose land they claim ; l'do not refer to the half-
caste, but to the positively Indian population ?-Over 25,000 of that Indian
population we have no control; namely, the Plain tribes. They wander from the
Missouri to the banks of the Saskatchewan- they are a bold, warlike people,
over whom we have no control.

2002. That is a part of them ; with respect to those who hunt for you, you
use no mieans for their instruction ?-There are religions missions in, various
parts of the country.,

2003. You contribute a very small sum, but that is for them to minister to
your own stations and factories, not as, missionaries ?-Yes.

2004. You give no specific help for the Indians ?-The country is so poor that
they cannot form settlements; the missions must be immediately in the neigh-
bourhood of the establishments..
, ý2005. Axe we to understand that the Company give no aid specifically for'the
instruction of the lndian childrens to the rnissionary societies who have volun:-
tarily undertaken it ?-We are very anxious to give the Indian children instruë-
tion but the Indians will not give up their children.

0oo6. Then you would give assistance, to schools and missionarieg for tfiat
purpose, although you have not done it at present ?-Yes.

2007. .Have you taken any means of-getting books of education, either in the
Roman or syllabic character, for the population ?-The missionary societies have
sent out books from tiine to time.

2008. At their own expeuse ?-At their own expense.
2009. With no assistance from yourselves for that purpose ?-I am, not aware

that there has been any.
20 o. Can.you tell me of any case where you have contributeds fr school-

rooms-for the benee of the Indians ?-We are quite ready to receive Indian
children at our own establishments when they can be Ôbtained.

201 1. I do not see any record of any contributions out of the fends of the
Company for the erection of these schools ?-There is no iimmediate outlay con-
hecte~d with the -erectiön of schools-at any of our establishiaents. We have a
reglar establishment of people who do all the work about the establishment;
they build bouses and erect sehools, and whatever else nay be necessary.
. 2012. At York, have you an evening school, conducted by one of the Comn-

pany's
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pany's servants during the winter, for the benefit of the Indians and others Sir G. S mpson.
resident at the fort ?-Yes.

20 3. Was that formed under the direction of the Company ?-Yes. 2 March 1857.

2014. Is that carried out at any other station?-I think at Norway House,
and at all the establishments where there are missions.

20 .s. Do you assert that there are evening schools conducted at the expense
of the Company ?-There is no expense connected with it. At the different
establishments where there are missionaries "we promote education by every
means in our power.

2016. It would be very easy to enforce this at all the stations, would it not?
-Not to enforce it, but to encourage it.

2017. And you would do so ?-Yes, we would do so.
2018. Mr. Boebuck.] Is there a licence to freight goods granted by the

Company? Supposing that I being a settler at the Red River, Settlement
wanted to freight goods to London, is there not a licence granted by the
Hudson's Bay Company to enable me to do so ?-No, I am not aware thet
there is. We freight all goods that come to us if there is room in our shipping.

2019. I will read you a copy of a licence to freight goods. It is signed by
a Company's officer; it is signed " Alexander Christie, chief factor of the
Honourable Hudson's. Bay Company." " I hereby license , of Red
River Settlement to carry on the business of a freighter between Red River
Settlement aforesaid and York Factory. Provided, however, that this licence

*hall be null and void for every legal purpose from -this date if le traffie
in anything whatever> beyond the limits of the said settlement, excepting
in so far as he may do so under any municipal regulation, or if he traffic
in furs within Rupert's Land or without, or if lie usurp any privilege whatever
of the Hudson's Bay Company, or if he become, or continue to be the employer,
or the agent, or the partner of any person who may traffic or usurp, or may
have trafficked or usurped as aforesaid, or of aniy such person's debtor. Given
at Fort Garry this 29th day of July 1845, Alexander Christie, Chief-Factor
of the Honourable Hüdson's Bay Company." Are you aware of any such_
documents as this (the same being shown I tohe Witness) ?-I am not aware of
them. I do not think this is Mvlr. Christie's writing, a4d I never heard of -the
regulation.

2020. I thinkyou are or have been governor of Rupert's Land. In 1845,
were you at the Red River settlement ?-It is very likely I was there in 1845;
i do not exactly recollect.

2021. You had a council there, I suppose ?-Yes, in all probability.
-2022. That council was held on the lth of June ?-Very likely.
2023. i see that you passed certain resolutions at that time; have those reso-

lutions been' allowed or disallowed ?-If you will allow me to see the resolutions
I inay have some recollection of them. I cannot exaetly call them- to mind.
We pass resolutions for our own operations.

2024. You do not bear in mind whether any of those resolations were dis-
llowed or not?-I think the Company did disallow some of our resolutions,

-but I forget exactly what they were.'
2025. Will you be kind enough to inform us why, amongst your resolutions,

you, resolved this, " That all other imports from the- United Kingdom for the
aforesaid settlement shall, before dehh*ry, pay at York Factory a duty,.of 20
per cent. on their prime cost, provided, however, that the governor of the
settlement be hereby authorised to exempt frn the same all such imnporters, or
any of them, from year to year, as eau be»ceasonably believed by him to have
neither trafficked in furs, themselves since the 8th day of December 1844, nor
enabled others to do so by illegally or improperly supplying them with trading
articles of any tiscription." Do you recollect passing any such resolution as
that i-1 do not gecollect such a resolution; it may have been-so.

2026. In yoùr present view of the natter, do youthink that that would con-
duce to the settlement -of the.country ?-I think it would net.

2027. Therefore, if passed at that time, it would have opposedtbe settlement
çfeo ry-oi do.ýnot.think-itwouklbàe materially affected 4he
settlement of the country..

2028. Not prohibiting the, importation of goods, except upon- a duty of 20
per cent., and that fron the United Kingdôm ?- 1 do not recollect that it was
ever enforced.

.25. •N 4 2029. Laws
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2029. Laws are made to be enforced ?-But I do not tlXin that was.
2030. Mr. £dward Ellice.] Is it so now ?-Certainly not.
203i. lias it ever been so in your recollection ?--Not in Piy recollection. I

never recollect to have heard it.
2032. If such a rule had existed, woild it not have been solety for the p'wtec-

tion of the fur trade ?-Decidedly.
2033. \fr. Gladstone.] Ilow can you be very certain that that regulation is

not in force how ; if it appears to have been in force at one time without your
knowledge, how do you know that it nayenot be in force without your know-
ledge still ?-I do not think it ever was in force.

2034, Mr. Roebuck.] You do not deny that it has been in force ?-I do not
deny it. I have no recollection of it. It was disallowed if so.

2035. Mr. £dward Ellice.] But you say that if passed, it has not been
enforced as against the importers ?-,9o.

2036. Lord &anley.] You would have known if any action had been taken
upon it ?-I should have known as a matter of course.

2037. Mr. Glad8tone.] On the subject of the import duty which is paid by the
Company, I think you stated that it was paid to the Treasury of the Red River?
-Yes. e'

2038. Is it expênded under the direction of the Governor, or of the Governor
and Council?-The Governor and Council.

2039. To whom do they render an account of the expenditure ?-There is an
officer called the Head of the Board of Works; he takes the entire management
of the fund, and an account is submitted to the Council at the close of each
season.

2040. Who appoints the officer of the Board of Works ?-The Council do.
2041. Is the money paid to the Council and by them handed to this officer, or

what ts thecourse through whiòh it goes ?-The officer 'draws upon the establish-
ment; we are the bankers ; the funds are usually left in the Company's bands;
the proper officer draws upori the Company from time to time for such funds as
may be required.

2042. Is the import dutypaid to the Company or some .officer of the Com-
pany for account of the Governor and-Couneil of Red River ?-For safe keeping,
it is paid into the Company's bands.

2043 It is paid into the Company's bands, but merely by way of deposit ?-
Merely by way of deposit.

2044. Then if J understand rightly, the Company hold it, subject to be drawn
upon by the officer of the Governor and Council of Red River ?-Yes.

2045, Does that officer, by authority of the Governor and Council, draw the
money ?-Yes, at pleasure.

2046. And he renders an account of the money and expenditure to the
Governor and Council ?-Yes.

2047. Then the Hudson's Bay Company hear nothing of the money, and
know nothing of the mçde of its ,expenditure ?-Not further than that they
have to pay their quota.

2048. But after payment they have no further concern with that money at
all ?- o.

204 It is disposed of hy the Governor and Council of the Red River
Settlement, or under their authority, just as much as ist would be if the colony
were a free and open colony ?-Decidedly.

2050. Mr. Roebuck.] The Governor of the Red River Settlement is appointed
by the Hudso4s Bay Conpany, is not he ?-Yes.

2Q5I. Mr. Gladstone.] I believe the Governor and Council are both appointed
by the Hudson's" Bay Company, and likewise hold office during pleasure ?-
Yes.

2052. Mr. Edward Ellice.] But the money is actually expended ?-The
money is expended decidedly.

2053. Lord Stanley.] You were asked whether you had done anything for
the improvement of the navigation; I will now ask you whether there is any
trade with the -western country whieh would-justify a large expenditure -upon -

navigation ?-None; there is.,no trade which would justify an outlay.
2054. Is there any trade at the p'esert time which may not be effectually

and satisfactorily carried-on in canoes ?-Between Canada and the interior the
trade that is conducted from Canada inust be entirely by canoe; but the com-

munication

1o4
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munication with England is by boat from York Factory and Moose Factury, the
two depôts upon the coast.

2055. I was referring to the Red River, and that part of the country ?-
With Canada the communication must be by canoe. With England by boat to
the coast.

2056. You have been asked questions with regard to- the appliances of
education and civilization which you have provided for the Indian tribes. Have
you ever considered yourselves as a Company charged with the education or
civilization of those tribes ?-No, we do not consider ourselves charged as a
Company, but we contribute nevertheless.

2057. If I understand your former evidence rightly, you have no control
over those tribes, except that of being able to exclude other traders from the
country ?-None.
' 205, Are you well acquainted with the country to the west of the Rocky,
Mountains ?-Yes ; I have travelled through that country repeatedly.

2059. Are you able to form any opinion as to how much of it, or whether
any of it, is fit for colonization; I speak of the mainland; not of Vancouver's
Xsland ?-Very little of it I think is fit for settlement 'and colonization north of
49, from the rugged character of the country; it is an exceedingly rugged and
mountainous country.

2060. Do you mean by that, that the soil is unfit for culture, or that there
are no means of transport to the-sea ?--There are patches of soil near the rivers
in certain localities where agriculture might be carried on upon a small scale;
but generally speaking, the country is exceedingly wild and rugged and

:ynountainous north of 49".
2061. What are the winters there ; are they severe ?--The winters are not

so severe as east of the Rocky Mountains.
2062. Assuming the soil to be suitable, is it probable that wheat crops would

not ripen in that country ?-I think they would not ; there is too much
jnoisture; it is exceedingly humid.

2063. Have any experiments been made in the neighbourhood of the forts
there ?-At Fort Langley there have been experiments made, and grain bas
ýbeen raised upon a very small scale; potatoes are very abundant; and likewise
further north.

2064. In the event of colonization being attempted there, is it likely that any
iifficulty would arise as regards the Indians ?-The Indians are very warlike

and very numerous, and I think they -might be troublesome to settlers in the
tirst instance, until they were sufficiently numerous to protect themselves.

2065. The Company bas had more trouble with them west of the mopntains
than in the east ?-Much more trouble. They are difficult of management.

2006. I think about two-thirds ofthe whole Iµdian population reside west of the
,nountains ?-I think about 80,000 ; the whole population being about 139,000.

2067. Therefore on account of those tribes, putting other difficulties out of
the question, there are only some parts of the country where it would be
possible for settlers to establish themselves ?-Yes.

2068. They could not do so in small numbers or at outlying posts ?-They
could not.

2069. In the event of any part of that western territory being constituted a
colony apart from the Hudson'p Bay Company, would it be easy to mark
a boundary, so that the establisliment of a colony there should not interfere
with the exclusive rights of the Company ?-I think there is no room for
a colony of any extent north of 49-, upon the west side of the mountains.
The character of the country is exceedingly rugged.

2070. In the event of any portion of the territories being set apart for
purposes of colonization as a colony independent of the Company to the west
of the Rocky Mountains, would there be any difficulty in so defining the
boundary of such a colony as to prevent any disputes or difficulties with regard
othe point at which the-rights of' the, Company terminated?-You mean the

J0ritish territory I presume north of 49°.
207 . I inën,o f eourë, thë British ferritory ?-I thiink there is no portion

öf that country north of 49° adapted for settlement,
2072. Mr. Roebuch.] That is not the question ; the question is, whether there

are any means of iarking out the boundaries of the colony, supposing that a
colony should be determined upon; supposing it should be detehnined to make
4 colony west of the Rocky Mountains, taking the southern boindary to be

-0.25. hO te

Sir G. Simpson.

9 March 1857.
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Sir G. Simpson. the boundary between it and the United States and the eastern boundary,
the Rocky Mountains, is there any possibility of finding a northern boundary?-

March 1857. I do not know of any other means of flnding it than determining it by observation.
The country is not so marked in its character as to form any boundary.

2073. There is no riveri?-There is no river.
2074. With respect to the climate, you say that you have travelled in that

country; is not the climate of America, on the west of the Rocky Mountains,
similar, in point of fact, to that of Europe, in the saine latitude,?-I think
there is more moisture on the shores of the Pacific than upon the. eastern side.

2075. That is not my question; my question is, whether taking latitude for
latitude in Europe, and on the west of the Rocky Mountains in America, the
climate in the same latitude is not the same ?--I have been such a length of
thne out of England, that I scarcely recollect what the climate is.

2076. I arm not talking of England ; I am talking of Europe ?- I cannot tell.
2077. We will speak of the climate of Vaùcouver's Island; do you know

that?-Not well.
20782. Is not it a fine climate ?-It is a very good climate, I believe.
2079. It will grow pretty nearly anything, will not it ?-On the southern part

of the island.
2o80. It will grow vheat?--Yes; on the southern side of the island.
2o81' And on the northera too ?-The northern is a rugged, mountainous

country, where you can grow nbthing.
2082. But it would not be prohibited by, climate ?-There is a great deal of

moisture ; there are torrents of rain.
2083. So there is in England ?-I think there is more on the west side of the

mountains than in England.
2084. Lord John Russell.] Is the quantity of moisture such as to prevent the

culture of wheat ? -It is such as to prevent the ripening of grain, I think.
2085. Mr. Edward Ellice.] But at Fort Vancouver, on the Columbia, in the

Oregon, are there very fair crops ?-Yes; never productive crops; we used to
look upon a return of ten or twelve, as very fair crops for Oregon.

2086. With reference to Fort Langley, which is near the southern boundary
of the British Territory and where there is a fort, I think you sald the other day,
that there vere about 100 square miles of level ground there ý-Yes, I think so.

087. Could not a colony be planted there ?-It might be.
208*. Is there any thing reiarkable in the clinate there different from what

it is in Vancouver's Island ?-I believe there is more moisture. .
2089. Nearer the mountains ?-Xes.
ogo. Mr. Grogan.) You are making a omparison between Fort Langley and

Vancouver's Island ?-Yes.
2091. You say that there is rather more moisture at Fort Langley ?-Yes.
2092. Does the thermometer show any difference in the temperature ?-The

further north we go, the degree of côld is greater.
2093. I am speaking of those two situations ?-Yes; the one is' in 5S, and

the other is in 464°. (a)
2094. Practically, isthe heat there verygreat in summer?-In the Columbia it is.
2095.-In the part called Caledgnia, there is the Columbia River; that is on

the west side of the Rocky Mountains ?-Yes.
2096. I am not speaking now of the American territory, but of the British

above 49°. Is the heat in that part' of the country very great in summer ?-
Not very great.

2097. I perceive that in the account of your travel, speaking of Fort Colvile,
you speak of its being an exceedingly productive, and well circumistanced place ?
-Yes.

2098. And that what you describe as a fine season is a damp season ?-GYes.
2099. That is owing to the great heat which prevails below 490?-The great

drought.the great length of timue they are without rains, they are weeks and
'Ç4hs'together without rainsý

S Does the.samie observation apply to the laid immediately above 490 ?
the coast'there is more moisture than inland.

2101. Is the quantity of moisture sufficient to destroy the ripering of the
grain ?-Yes,,1 think so ; in sore seasons I think it is likely.

2102. But

(a) This answer had reference to Fort Vaucouver, on the Coluibia River.
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.2102. But as a general rule ?-As a general rule I think the great moisture
would materially affect the crops.

2103. What may be the distance of Fort Colvile south of the'49th degree of
latitude, the boundary ?-I think Fort Colvile is about 48 or 49 degrees. -

2104. About one degree southward of the boundary ? -Yes.
2105. Do you consider that the difference of one degree would make such a

difference in the temperature of the place ?--There is more moisture on the
coast than inland.

2106. Port Colvile is not on the epast ?-No, it is inland.
2107. I want to draw a comparison between Fort Colvile and the same land

on the British side of the boundary. What circumstances exist to inake a dif-
ference in the climate and the adaptability for coloization of the two places?-
The climate west of the niountains is warmer, I think, than ir the same parallel
east.

21o8. Would not that part of the British dominions north of the 49th degree
of latitude, but in the same parallel of longitude with Fort Colvile, be equally
adapted for colonization as Fort Colvile itself ?-No; the clinate of the west
side is warmer, there is much more heat, but very little level land. . . - -

2109. Supposing a colony were planted on the 49th degree of latitude, quite
close to Fort Colvile, on the Columbia River, what circumstances exist which
would prevent that colony so planted being equally well favoured and well
circumstanced as Fort Colvile itself ?-I do not see that it would be materially
prevented. I am not aware of any circumstances which should cause it.

211 o. Then would this description in your judgment apply to it, " Cattle
thrive well, while the crops are abundant. The wheat, which weighs from 63
to 651bs. a bushel, yields 20 or 30 returns. Maize also flourishes, but does not
ripen till the month of September. Potatoes, peas, oats, barley, turnips, melons,
and cucumbers, are plentiful." That is the description whieh you give of
Fort Colvile ?-Yes. ^

2111. And you do not sec any circumistances which would prevent a colony
on the British territoryý opposite Fort Colvile being so well favoured ?-No; the
cliate is not so warm.

2112. Therefore it would, in your opinion, hold out equal inducements as
regards the ripening of grains and fruits as Fort Colvile itself ?-No. I think
the climate of the Pacifie is more favourable t% cultivation than the same
parallel on the east side.

2113. Mr. Edward Ellice.] I suppose if a population were found to want a
settlement of that kind, and chose to go there, they could raise crops very well
for îheir own support ?-On either the one, side or the other, I think; on either
side of the mountains.

21 4. Mr. Grogan.] Have any attempts ever been made to establish a
colony, or any settlement at all to the eastward of Fort Garry on the Assini-
boine, up Lake Winnipeg, Rainy Lake, or in that district ?-No attempt has
been made to form a settlement at Rainy Lake.

2115. Or to the eastward of it ?-To the westward there may have been a few
settlers at Manitobah, within 40, 50, or 60 miles of Red River.

2116. In fact, there is not a sufficient population to render those localities,
which yoiihave described as so beautiful, an object to settlers ?-.That is the
fact.

2117. But if it should become an open colony, and settlers should go there,
there are no physical circumstances in the country in your judgment to prevent
their success ?-No; I think not. The country is not favourable for settle-
ment, I think, about Red River.

2n18. Why ?-The crops are very uncertain.
2119. You have nothing to adduce beyond what you have stated already ?-

No.
21!20. In the extent of land between the Rainy Lake and Fort William, on

the Kamenistiquoia, at the head of Lake Superior, what may be the height to
which the land rises; is it 800, 1,000, or 2,000 feet, or what ?-I think about
800- feet above the létel of t1e like.

2121. Do any serious practical difficulties orimpediments exist in making
that navigation, which you have traversed with your canoes, a reguldr course of
navigation ? - I think there are insuperable diffichlties, unless the " Bank of
England were expended" upon the iinprovement of the country. Near the

0.25. 02 height
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height of land there is no water; the rivers are shoal, and the soil is bad.
i think the difficulties are very great.

2122. To how many miles of country, in your judgment, would your present
remark apply ?-I think about 300 iiles.

2123. As much as that ?-I think so.
2124. You have given the entire distance frôm Assiniboia to the head of

Lake Superior as about 500 miles ?-Yes.
• 2125. And you think that in 300 of those 500 miles, there would be such

difficulties ?.-Yes.

Mr. William Kernaghan, called in; and Examined.

Mr. W. Kernaghan. 2126. Lord John Russell.] WHERE do you reside ?-At Chicago.
2127. What is your business or occupation ?--I am a General Merchant

there
2128. Have you any statement to make with regard to the Hudson's Bay

Company, or their territory, or their trade ?-The Chicago people are running
steam-boats now towards that part of the country.

2120. Where from, and where to ?-From Chicago to Superior City, Onto-
ganan and Marquette; steamers also ply from Dietroit and Collingwood to
those cities.

2130. Mr. Edvard Ellice.] Are you a native of the States ?-I am an Irish-
man. ,

2131. Lord John Russell.] Have you any statement to make with regard to
that matter ?-I should like to see the-trade opened up there in the Hudson's
»ay country.

2132. That is to say, you would like to see an end put to any exclusive privi-
leges ?-Yès, either in land or trade.

2133. Have you found any obstacles practically to exist to the trade which
you wish to promote ?-There is every opposition thrown by the Company in
the way of our traders there.

2134. Of what kind ?-Every opposition. They are not allowed to trade
there. This last season 500, waggons started fron Pembina, or the Red River
Seulement, and sold their loads of wheat, tallow, beef, and other produce at
either St. Paul or St. Anthony, I do not know which, returning with goods of
American and British manufacture and other produce back to the Red River.
That is the first direct trade the Red River and the Company's country have
had with the United States.

2135. Were not they allowed to dispose of the goods which they had bought
in St. Paul's ?-A good many of the goods were British manufactures; but they
had to pay duties. on going into the American territory at very high rates,
which would not be the case had they gone through Canada to the Red River
Settlement.

2136. How could they have reached the Red River Settlement'through
Canada ?-You can get goods shipped direct from London, Liverpool, Glasgow,
or any port in Great Britain, to the extreme end of Lake Superior, at 31. 10 s.
a ton, in one bottom, or with transshipment,; they pass through the St. Law-
rence, a Canadian river.

2137. Mr. Grogan.] Can you specify any port on Lake Superior ?-Any port
on the Upper Lakes, either Lake Mieliigan or Lake Superior, ports in Superior,
stated above.

2138. Lord John Russell.] How would you have the goods conveyed from
there to the Red River Settlement ?-You would have plenty of people to
waggon then, or bring them, across. I suppose the expense would be about
8 L. or 10 1. a ton ; it would not be greater than that of vaggons from Red
River to St. Paul.

2139. Mr. ,Edward Ellice.] Have yoe been between Fort William and Red
River ?-No.

21407. Is-not that the route which the goods would take; how do you know
that goods could be conveyed between Fort William and Red River for 10 l. a
ton ?-The Americans would, do it.

2141. What autbority have you for saying so? -The statement of people in
Chicago connected with steamboats.

2142. Have
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2142. Have they ever gone that route?-Their steamboats go to Superior Mr. W. Kernaghan.
city.

2143. Mr. Grogan.] Where is the town of Superior ?-The town of Superior 2 March 1857.
is at the very extreme,end of Lake Superior.

2 144. Is it at Fond du Lac ?-Yes. Superior is a new town, commenced last
year, and it will this year have a population of 10,000 people.

2145. Mr. Bell.] Then you think it would be possible to make a similar
settlement on the British shore, if it was not for the monopoly of the Hudson's
Bay Company ?-Certainly.

2146. Lord John Russell.] When you speak of the goods going in waggons,
do you mean in the summer season only ?-The lakes are only open from about
the middle of April, and the lake communication closes ut Chicago about the
lst of December. In Lake Superior, 1 suppose it closes about a month
earlier. lu winter goods maight be carried in sleighs.,

2147. In what part of the year do you suppose the goods could go in waggons
between Lake Superior and the Red River Settlement?- In summer by
waggons, winter by sleighs. I beg to say that the Chicago people, the owners
of the steamboats, are beginning to open a line from the extreme end of
Lake Superior to the Red River Settlement. I think I had better read an
extract from a Chicago paper which I have got to-day., It is headed, " A New
Project.-In the Senate of Michigan, on Thursday, General Cass presented
the petitions of Jean Lafever, Robert Mallon, and Alexander M'Lain, asking
for a Government exploration and survey° of the Pigeon and Arrow Rivers,
of Lake Superior, and of the route from the mouth of those streams, or
near them, to Rainy Lake, on the United States boundary line, with estimates
of the cost of so improving by locks and canals the communication between
those waters as to make a practicable navigation from the Ldwer Red River of
the North, viâ Lake Winnipeg, to Lake Superior. They represent that, ut a
reasonable cost, the whole valley of the Red, Assiniboine, and Saskatchawan
rivers can be connected with the waters of Lake Superior."

2148. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Through what territory would that route to
which you have referred be made ?-Partly British and partly American; the
chain of lakes and rivers separate both countries.

2149. You stated that one of the obstacles to trade was the duties put upon
goods entering into the States; how would you avoid those dutieJ--By land-
ing the goods in British territory.

2i5o. You just now said that the road was to be opened up partly on British
territory and partly on American, between Fond du Lac and Red River; if it
is to be partly on British territory and partly pn American, how do you get rid
of the duties ?-The goods would go in under bond in that case.

2151. Why could not they go in under a bond by the other route ? -They
have never tried it yet in that way, but a great business Wvould be doue in
that country if free trade were allowed there.

2152. Mr. Blackburn.] Is there any duty except the Ameriçan duty ut pre-
sent ?-The Canadian duty is very light; the American duty is very great.
I am not aware of any duties ut Red River.

2153. I thought you spoke of the duties being paid on the goods going into
the American territory ?--What I mean to say is, that on the goods put ut
St. Paul into the 500 waggons, the sellers of the goods bad paid the American
duties.

2154. Then it was the American duties which made it disadvantageous, not
anything done by the Hudson's Bay Company ?-That business was done
against the wishes of the Hudson's Bay Company.

2155. Did they inp ose the duties or the Americans ?-The Americans.
2 156. Mr. Grogan.j Arn I to understand you that this caravan which crossed

from Pembina to St. Peter's, or St. Anthony's, purchased goods ?-They sold at
St. Anthony the productions of their own country, and they bought ut St.
Anthony their groceries, wines, woollens, linens, &c.

2157. Which had been British imports ?-Some had been British imports
and -some- American -manufactures.

2 à58. And on ail the British imports the American Government imposed a
duty ?.--Yes.

21 5q. If they could have gone through the country under bond, the Red
River people-would have saved that duty ?-Yes.

O.2j. k 03 2160. Mr.



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

Mr. IV. Kenaghan. 2160. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Is there an export duty in the States upon goods ?
-I do not know.

2 March 1857. 2161. Then how do you mean that the Red River people would have saved
the duty ?-Had the goods been in bond. This is the first attempt of the Red
River people to open a free trade.

2162. You say that the Red River people are placed at the disadvantage of
this duty; but as I understand you the British goods pay going into St. Paul's ?
-Yes, unless they go there in bond.

2163. They do not pay coming from St. Paul's to Red River ?-No; but
they had paid at New York, or at Chicago, before they went tw St. Paul, the
regular American duties.

2164. Lord John Russell.] You mean, that if they we'e landed at Fond du
Lac, or at the head of Lake Superior, they would go in bond, and not pay the
American duties?-If landed at Superior City, where there is an American
custom.house, they would go in bond through our British territory without
paying duties.

2165. Mr. Edward -Ellice.] If there were a road to Red River ?-Yes ; and
that will be dône by Chicago a'nd-other people this season.

2166. If they could go in bond fror Superior, and pass through part of the
territory and so escape the duty, why should not they be in bond at New York?
-You can pay duty-at Chicago, Detroit, New York, or at any place where
there is a custom-house of the United States, or you can bond goods at all ports
of entry.

2167. You said that goods could be carried to Red River, going through
part of the American territory, giving bond ?-Yes.

2168. Why could not they go by New Ydrk in the same way, giving bond ?-
They could.

2169. Therefore the Red River settler would not be prejudiced by the duty
payable in the American territory ?-He would not be if they went in bond.

2170. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] With reference to the 500 waggons you have
mentioned, you mean that a person bought goods in the American territory
because he could get them cheaper there than froma the stores of the Hudson's
Bay Company at' Red River ?--Yes; they have undersold.

Jovis, 5° die Martii, 1857.
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TH' RIG1HT NON. HENRY LABOUCHERE, IN TnE CHImR.

Mr. William Kernaghan, called in; and further Examined.

2171. Mr. Grogan.] YOU have been for some time settled at Chicago, have
you not ?-Yes.

2172. Are you connected with mercantile pursuits there ?-Yes.
2173. Individually, or as a partner in associated companies ?-Individually.

• 2174. Has th6 course of your commercial business made you acquainted
with Lake Superior, and its capabilities for transit and commerce -- Yes;
friends of mine there have a line of steamers that run from Chicago to three
ports on Lake Superior.

2175. What is the, most northern port, on Lake Superior, that they go to ?
-They go to Ontoganan and Marquette; Onlagon is the copper, Marquette,
the iron district ; and Superior City; they go to the west.

2176. Do
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2176. Do they go higher up than Lake Superior; do they go to Fort Wil-
liam in the English territory ?-No.

2177. They do not extend their course then beyond the American boundary ?
-No; there are no settlements on the other side.

2178. Do you know whether there are English steamers which traverse the
lakes to Fort William?-- do not think any regular line runs; a line in con-
junction with the Toronto and Collingwood railroad runs to Lake Superior,
but the steamers belong to an Americaif company.

2179. Do they go to Port William, the English settlement ?-I do not think
they do; they go to the American towns only.

2180. Can you state what is the population of the town of Superior ?-Supe-
rior City was founded a year and a half ago, and the population at the end of
this year will exceed 10,000 people.

218à. Are there any projected railways there?-The Fond du Lac railway
runs 120 miles fromn Chicago at present, and it is to go to Superior City; it is
finished 120 miles from Chicago. It is to go to Marquette, to Ontoganan, and
to Superior City; three branches.

2182. Do you know of any projected connections or communications,
between Fond du Lac, and any of the British Settlements across the line; Red
River, or the lakes there ?-General Cass brought a Bill the other day into the
Michigan Legislature to render navigable al the rivers, as far as the American
territory went, between Lake Winnipeg and Lake Superior, for steamboats
and ships.

2183. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Lake Winnipeg is in ýBritish territory ?-As far
as the American territory goes towards Lake Winnipeg.

2184. Mr. A dderley.] In the direction of Lake Winnipeg ?-Yes.
2185. Mr. Grogan.] Do you know what is the length of that projected

canal ?-I do not know.
2186. Or the expense ?-I do not know.
2187. Has there been any action on that petition in the Legislature ?-I do

not know. I only saw it in the Chicago paper.
2188. Was Chicago your place of residence ?-Yes.
2189. What is the age of that city ?-It is about 19 or 20 years of age.
2190. What may be the population of it ?-In December it was 110,000.

I suppose this month it is about 114,000. ttincreases Iß00 a nonth..
2191. Was it not from Chicago that the vessel was freighted which came

•the other day to Liverpool with corn?--Yes. She came direct.
2192. Have you a personal knowledge of the Vancouver country on the

west side by the Pacific ?-I have never been as, far north as Vancouvers
Island. I have been trading on the west coast of America for three years.
I have been as far north as an Francisco.

2193. NIr. Edward Ellice.] What is popularly called California ?-Yes.
2194. Mr. Grogan.] Have you any knowledge of that district froni reports?
I met several gentlemen who went to Vancouver's Island to try to trade

there and they could not trade ; they were refused.
2195. They went to Vancouver's Island for the purposes of trade ?-Yes;

they tried to commence trade there, and they could not.
21 9t. What obstruction was there in their way ?-The Company did not like

any people to interferewith them there ; that was thereply of those gentlemen
to me.

2197. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Where was that?-At Vancouver's 'Island.
2198. I thougbt you said you had only been at San Francisco ?-Yes; I

only visited San Francisco. -

2199. low do you know that fact ?-Gentlemen went to trade there from
San Francisco. I found them on their return at San Francisco.

-2oo. But did they go to trade there ?-Certainly; they broüght up cargoes
there.

2201. What sort of cargoes ?-I suppose general cargo.
2202. Was it spirits ?--I suppose everything.
2203. Who were they ?- I do not recolleet their names now, but I recollect

perfectly the parties,
2204. Mr. Grogan.] Have you reason to believe that, the obstructions to

trade t6 which these gentlemen referred, arose from their desire to trade in
furs ?-No.

o.25. O 4 2205. Was

Mlir.rKernagitan
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2205. Was it general trade that they were anxious to carry -o ?-They did
not want to trade in fuis ; they wanted general trade.

2206. Did those parties say that they were prohibited, or that such obstruc-
tions were thrown in their way by the Government of the island, that they were
unable to carry on business ?-Yes; they were willing to trade there, but
would not go back again.

2207. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Was the obstruction by means of underselling
them ?-I do not know what the obstruction was, but they were villing to trade
there, and would not go back again, until the Hudson's Bay Comnpany would be
doue away with>.

2208. Mr. Grogan.] Did those gentlemen inform you whether their inability
to trade arose from any want of the productions of the island, whieh could be
exchanged for their imports ?-No. The finest timber in the world grows on
that coast and in Vancouver's Island, and the best narket for timber is San
Francisco. At that time there was a duty of 20 per cent on timber imported
into the States, which is now done away with under the Reciprocity Act.

2209. Was there any duty on the export of timber from Vancouver's Island?
-No ; but there was a duty then on the imports into the United States, which
is doue away with now.

2210. Mr. Edward Ellice.) What description of timber is it ?-All kinds of
pine ; fir. , Captain Grant shipped one cargo froi Vancouver's Island to' a
frierd of mine before I was in San Francisco. - I

221 à. Mr. Grogan.] Did those gentlemen mention to you anything about
coal, or the minerai productions of the island ?-Those gentlemen did not ; but
I was on board the United States steam frigate " Massachusetts."

2212. 'In what year was this ?-January and February 1851 ; sie coàled her-
self at Vancouvers Island with the native coal of the island.

2213. Did the ofiicers give you any account of whatit cost them, or the time
it took to coal her ?-The oflicers told me that they went very close to where
the còal is, on the strand, and that the Indians quarried the coal, and that the
men of the ship shipped the coal in boats.

2214. Mr. Edward Ellice.] How do you know ail this ?-The officers of the
United States frigate "Massachusetts" told me. I give the time, and the place,
and the officer who told me.

2215. Mr. Grogan.] Is there any other part of the North American territory
or coasts that you are personally acquainted with ?-I have been in Labrador.

2216. For what length of tinie were you in Labrador ?-Not very long.
221j. Mr. Bell.] Are you acquainted with the raining operations on the

south side of Lake Superior ?--No. I know some of the companies, but I 1 ave'
no interest in them myseILf.

2218. Are vou acquainted with any facts as to the products ?-I know about
the quantity of the products.

2219. What quantity of copper is there ?-There have been 3,000 tons of
copper shipped last year from the mines.

2220. How many mines are there ?-Near Ontoganan, I suppose there are
about half-a-dozen public companies mining.

2221. How long is it since they commenced operations ?-A good many
years; but'since the ship canal was opened from Lake Superior to the other
lakes a great many more companies have started. There are iron companies at
Marquette.

2222. I sec that Lake Winnipeg is mentioned in the passage which you read
the other day from the newspaper ?-Yes. .

2223. On the map there is a small Lake Winnipeg between the Rainy Lake
and the Mississippi River; do you know vhether that is meant ?-I do not know
which.

2224. Mr. Grogan.] In that part of Lake Superior, where the minera dis-
trict is located, on the American side, are there any liinitations imposed by the
State of Michigan with regard to emigrants wlio desire to explore the minerals?
-None whatever.

2225. Every facility is given -- A man may squàt where he likes.
2226. And with regard to raising the minerais, ishe at liberty to do so ?-If

you buy the land, the minerais are yours afterwards.
2227., Is it within your knowledge whether the same facilities for emigrants

exist in the, British territories as on the American side ?-There are no facilities
on
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on the British side north of 49 degrees; if there were, the country-would be
as thickly peopled as it is south.

22 2 8. Mr. Edward Elice.] How do you know that; what are your maeans of
information ?-The talk of the people; there are likely to be disturbances in that
country the same as in Kanzas if the country is not made free under Kanzas.

2229. That is also the talk of the people? -Yes.
2230. Mr. Bell.] Do you know anv individuals who would go into that

country to settle if they were not prevented by the exclusive systemt of the
Hudson's Bay Company ?-1 know a great raany people in Chicago who talk of
settling at the Red River, provided it was under Canadian rule.

2231. Americans ?-Americans.
2232. Mr. Grogan.] Have you at Chicago ever had any commercial dealings

with, or come across any of the parties who cone from the Red River and that
district with their goods ?-I myself have iot had.

2233. But dIo you, of your own knowledge, know whether -any of·the settlers
of the Red River seek a market for their goods in,the Anerican territory ?-I
know that last season 500 waggons left Pembina with their pork, their beef,
their lard, their wheat, and all their agricultural produce, and sold it at St.
Paul's or St. Petèr's, and brought back the goods whieh they required.

2234. That is the circumstance whicl you maentioned to us on the last day ?
-Yes.

2235. Mr. .dward Elice.] They did so, as far as you know, without any
obstruction on the part of the ludson's Bay Company ?-The Hudson's Bay
Company were not powerful enough to stop then.

22S6. Do you know:whether they tried to stop tliern ?-That is the talk of
the country.

2237, Mr, Kinnaird.j The talk of the country is a very general sort of term;
can you give us any fart showing the views of the Company ?--No, I can give
you no fact, but I think the best proof is that north of 49 degrees there is no
settlement; south of 49 degrees, in Minesota, there are now 180,000 settlers.
That district had a population four years ago of 6,00b people; it bas now
180,000. Red River had as large a population 20 years ago as it 'has now; I
think that is a fact which is proof enough.

2238. Do you say that the land round ied River in that whole district is
equally well adapt!ed for settlement as the Minesot(i district?-So it bas been
stated to-me.

2239. You do not knowiit ?-I do not know it personally.
2240. Mr. Gregson.] lou have never been there ?-Never. The chief

setlers in Minesota are Norwegians and Swedes, and those people would as soon
be under Canadian rule as under American, and they vould cross the bor-
der if allowed.

2241. Mr. Kinnaird.] They would -cross the border if encouragement was
given ?-Yes.

2242. Mr. Bell] flow near to the border have they settled ?-Very close
up.

2243. St. Pau's is 200 to 250 miles from the border ?-Every yearthey are
closing further and further.

2244. Mr. Adderley.] Do you know the country of Minesota ?-No, I have
not been further north than Dubuque, in Iowa,

2245. Mlr. Gordon.] How do you know that the settlements are closing up
to the British boundary ?-I know that those people would as soon be under
Canadian rule as under American.

2246. That is not my question. You said that you knew that the American
settlers were settling up close to th"e British boundary ; how do you know that ?
-From common' report. There vas a lecture delivered fi Chicago; I will
enclose.it to the Chairman; it ray give some information.

The Ilonourable Charles Williand Wentworth Pitzwilliam, a. Member of the
Committee; Exarnined.

2247. Chairînan.) 1 BEiLIEVE you have receintly passed sone time in British
North America?-It is three years since J came .back from America. ln the
winter of 1852-3 I was in Oregon and Vancouver'à Island.

0.25. P ' 2248. 11ow

Mr. F.rerwzgian

5 March z87.

lion. C. W. I.
ritwilliM.F.



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

Hon. c. IF. IF 2248. How long did you remain in Vanoeuver's lsland ?-l was there two
Fündh,1 M.?. months ; the months of March and April.

2249. What opinion did you form of the soil and climate of that island, ànd
5 March 1857. of its capabilities for becoming a place of settlement for Europeans ?-The cli-

mate appeared to me particularly adapted for settlement by Englishmen 'It
seemed to resemble very much the climate of England, though perhaps in win-
ter not so cold as it is here ; and in summer, from a letter which I have just
received, it must be considerably hotter. The soil is generahy productive,
although in places rocky ; the country is divided into wood and prairie country;
the prairies are parklike; extensive grounds, sti-etching into the wood.

2250. Did you go nuch about the island ?-I was up as f- as Nanimo,
where there is a coal mine, about 80 miles to the north of Fort V)ctoria, on the
east' sidep of the island ; and I was about ten miles on the coast to the
west,

2251. Did you hear much about the coal niines there, go as to form any
opinion as to their probable productiveness?-When I w*; there they were
working a six feet seam of coal at a depth of about 40 feet; it was close on the
shore, within 20 yards of the shore.

2252. It is on the eastern shore of Vancouver's Island, I believe ?-Yes.
2253. Is there not an easy communication by means of a valley that alnost

cuts the island in two; fron the place where the coal mines are to a good har-
bour on the western side of Vancouver's Island ?-I do not believe that that
country has ever been explored; but I should imagine there was from.Nanimo
across to Nittinat Sound.

2254. Sir John Pakington.] Which part did you say had not been explored?
-Hardly any of the interior of the island hýs been explored.

22.55. I un derstood you to speak of the west coast not hav.ing been explored?
-Où the west coast, I believe, it has not been explored; at least it had n»t
been then.

2256. Chairman.] Was the timber fine in the part of the country that you
saw '?-,Tle fir timber was magnificent.

2257. The harbours are excellent, are they not ?-Yes; the Esquimault
harbour is the finest harbour I ever saw.

2258. Mr. GrQgan.] Is that on the east- side, or'théiest ?-AlI the country
I am now speaking of is within the Straits of Fuco.

2259. Ch'airmnan.] What opinion havc.you of that country with regard
its, resources, as to fisheries ?-Nobody who has not seen the enorm Us.
quantity of fish eau possibly credit the value and extent of the fisheries. f do
not know the number of barrels, but many thousand barrels of salt salmon
are sent annually from Victoria to the Hudson's Bay Company's depôt at
the Sandwich Islands.

2260. Do the"neighbouring seas abound with other fish,, besides saþnon ?-
Herrings are very numerous indeed. To give some idea of how tumerous
they are, the method of catching herrings is, -that two Indians go ip a canoe,
one paddling in the steru and the other standing in the bow. T e Indian in
the bow has a lath of wood about eight or nine feet long, studded with nails.
He scoops déwn into the water and impales the fish on thdôse nails. In two or
three hours they get a fair load in the canoe.

2261. In wliat conditio'n did you find the settlemenfwYßl is now there, as,
far as you could judge ?-It was in a very primiti state.' There" were no
.roads except those made immediately round the fort, and one from the head of
Esquimault harbour to Captain Langford's liouse. Captain'Langford is the
bailiff, I believe, for the Puget Sound Farmring Company.

2262. Did much advanice seem to have taken place in cólonising or settling
the country ?-Comparatively speaking, very little. On the other side of Puget
Sound, on' the mainland in Oregon, where I believe it had only beeh settled
two or three years before the island was granted to the Company, there were
farms of considerable extent.

2263. Are you speaking of the American country?-Yes; froin what is
now Columbia City, or Fort Vancouver, all the way across to Olympia, at-the
head of Puget Sound. Of course ihe farms were not continuotis; in a country
like that you do not find farms, as we do'in England, one touching the othér.

2264. Did you travel -through tha country on the American side from Fort
Vancouver

r ·
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Vancouver'to Olympia ?-I travelled by canoe from Fort Vancouver to the Cow-
lets, and then across from there to Olympia and to Nisqually.

2265./There are a good many Indians, I believe, in Vancouver's Island ?-
On the coast of the island; there are none in the interior; they inhabit the
coast ehtirely; they are fishing Indians, and live on fish and potatoes.

2266. Do they live in no degree upon hunting ?-Il believe not; they have
very few offensivé 'weapons; no bows or arrows, and I believe, generally
speaking, -no guns.

2267. They are not a warlike race then at all ?-They are, to a certain
extent, warlike; they make war in canoes, but I think they generally fight
Jiand to hantd, and not with missiles.

2268. Mr Edward Ellice.] Do you know the Cowichan valley ?-The Cowi-
chan valley is about 40 miles from Fort Victoria, on the east coast; the Cow-
ichan Bay is a deep bay with, at the extreme end of the bay, low land, and on*
the nortli side are high mountains ; it must be a very productive valley indeed,
from the great quantities of potatoes which I saw traded there by the Company
and by other trades when I was there.

2269. You were not iii the valley ?-No; when I was there it was almost
dangerous to land there; it was just after the execution of two Indians for
inurder.

2270. Cliairman.] Do you know what was the number of the European con-
iunity settled in Vancouver's Island when you were there ?-I do not know

exactlyý but I should think that the numbers of Europeans and half-breeds,
considering them all as white men, were about 300.

2271. Did you hear any causes assigned for the nunber of settlers there
having increased so little ?-I think one principal cause is tlj distance at which
it is from the mother country.

-272. Did you hear the attractions of California, as a gold-producing
country, assigned at all as a reason for their not having increased more ? -I think
all those who got up as far north as Vancouver's Island would not turn south
and go to San Francisco, but they would be more likely to go over to the main
land, which they could do very-easily in canoes, where they would getas much
employment as they could want at very remunerative wages.,

2273. Would not settlers who are in doubt wbere to go, who might have
'been induced to go to Vancouvers Island, have gone to California on account of
the gold ?-1 do not think that a sufficient number crosses the equator in that.
direction for me to form any opinion upon that subject.

2274. Did you travel about any other part of North America ?-.I was all
through the States on the Missouri river, as far as Port Pierre. I crossed the
Rocky-Mountains twiceandwas in California, and also ii New Mexico.

2275. You were not in the territory managed by the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany ?-No; not north of the Boundary Line.

2276. Mr. Kinnaird.] You stated that the interior of Vancouver's Island had
never been explored at all; did you ascertain whether there was any systematie
ñftêmpt to arrive at a knowledge of the nature of the country by the Govern-
ment there ?--I do not think that there was any systematic attempt.

2277. Do you not consider it very desirabl that an island of that import-
ance should be, in a certain measure, surveyed ?-Certainly I do; for I think
it is the most valuable possession in the Pacific.' If you take the map of the
Pacifie you will see that the only safe harbours in the Pacifie exist in Vancouver's
Island, with perhaps the excephion of Acapulco and San Francisco. The entrance
to the harbour in the Columbia River is excessively dangerous, and ships are
frequently detained there even for weeks in the winter time.

2278. Had Captain Langford never made any attempt to explore the island ?
-Only immediately round his house.

2 279. Did he express a desire that he should have powers given him for that
purpose; did he think it necessary himself? - Yes, I think the colonists
generally wished that some exploration of the country should be made.

2280. Mr. Edward Ellice.1 Was not Captain Grant there when you were
there ?-Not then ; lie had left a little before.

2281. Do you know th4t lie was appointed by the Colonial Governmerit in
coheert with the Government here as the surveyor of the island for the purpose
of surveying it ?-I do díot know that he was. I forget the name of the gentle-
man who was surveyor tu the Company then.

0.25. P 2 2282. There

Hon. c. W. W.
Fitzwilliam, m. P.

5 M~archi 1857.
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Hon. C. W. W. 2282. There was a surveyor to the Company then ?-Yes.
Fdranlliam, -.P. 2283. Mr. Kinnaird.1 You stated that there was a considerable difficulty in

landing at a certain point, owing to the excitement among the Indian -That
5 March 1857. was in Cowichan Bay.

2284. Which is part of Vançouver's Island ?-Yes.
What were the circumstances which rendered your landing dangerous ?

-A short tine before I arrived there, a Cowichan and a Nahiimo Indian had
kilied either one or two shepherds.

2286. Europeans -Yes; I believe they were Europeans. Mr. Douglas,
-aided by Captain Kuper, of the " Thetis,", took these men, and they were tried
and hung for the murder ; they were hung at Nauinio.

2287. That created great excitement among the other Indians ?-Yes.
2288. And it vas considered not safe at that time to land ?-I certainly did

not think it safe myself, because, if I had landed, I should have had to land
alone; and as I could not speak Cowichan, and those Indians did not under-
stand signs, I did not wish to risk myself there.

2289. Have any attempts been made, as far as you know, for the ci ilization
or instruction of these natives ?-I think none.

2290. Il ave you heard of any missionary being on the island at all ?-Mr.
Stains, the chaplain to the Company, was then on the island, and there was a
Roman Catholie bishop.

2291. You are not aware that any means ýwere being used, or that any
schools were in existence; there was no settilent of Indians there ?-The
Indians there live in permanent villages; they aré' not a migratory tribe like
those on the main land, but they live in villages on the shore.

2292. You would, therefore, consider that it wo!a be easier to provide for
their instruction, than it would be in the case of the;wandering Indians ?-I
think so.

2293. Chairman.] Are they employed on the coal iù*nes at all?-~-No.
-2294. Mr. Edward Ellice.) Vancouver's Island is about as large as England,

is it not ?-I should think it is as long as England proper, bqt not so wide.
2295. Sir Johin Paking ton.] Is Victoria the, only European settlement there?

-Yes, the only town.
2296. Do the 300 English and half-breeds, of whom you spoke, reside at

Victoria ?-No, not all; soine of them reside on farms in the neighbourhood.
2297. Am I right siù presuming that those farms are in the neighbourhood of

Victoria ?-All ivithin 12 miles of it.
2298. Substantially, there is only one English settlement in Vancouver's

Island ?-Exactly so.
2299. Is that English settlement of Victoria situated- upon the very fine

harbour of which you have spoken ?-No, not exactly on it; it is situated on a
small harbour which iuns in a little to the east of Esquimault; going by land
it is within a mile and a half of the harbour.

230o. To what extent did you yourself obtain any personal knowledge of
Vancouver's Island ?-l was at the coal mines at Nanimo.

--3o i. How fax are they from Victoria ?-They are about 80 miles, on the
east coast.

2302. I apprehend that those coal mines practieally constitute a settlement,
do they not ?:-Yes. I forgot the ýsettlement at the coal mines.

2303. What is the number of Europeans who are settled at the coal mines ?
I do not believe there Nwere more than 10 when I was there.

'2304. What was the aggregate population there ?-1 do not believe there
-were more thai 10 persons all together at the coal mines.

230. Do you mean that the coal mines are worked by 10 persons ?:-There
were only four men theu working in the mine.

2306. Without the assistance of any Indians or half-breed ?-Yes, except one
or two just to wind up the coal.

2307. How far froin the coast is the coal mine at Naninâo ?-Twenty yards.
23à8. Then the coals are all conveyed by sea, of course ?-Yes; a 500 ton

ship can corne within 10 yards of the shore; within 40 yards of the mouth of
the pit.

2309. On which coast is Nanimo ?-On the east coast.
2310. Within the straits ?-Yes; all the country I am speaking of is within

the Straits of Fuco.
2311. Are
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2311. Are tliose straits throughout easy of navigation; is it a pretty bold,
.safe coast; say from Victoria to Nanino, is it a safe navigation ?-It is rather
an intricate navigation, for it is through a cluster of islands the way I went, by
canoe and stean-boat.-

2312. You have spoken of a 500 ton ship ; is the water deep ?-Yes.
2313. Is there any difficulty in navigating a 500 ton ship from Victoria to

Nanimo ?-Not with propelling power.
2314. Do you know the total nunber of Indians in Vancouvers Island?

-No.
2315. I understood you to state that they were peaceable, and for the most

part unarmed ?-I should say they are for the most part unarmed. 1 do not
believe in the peaceableness of any Indian. 1

2316. Will you explain, that answer ?-I believe that any Indian will take any
and every advantage he possibly can.

2317. What I mean rather is, not whether as an unciviliséd man he would
take advantage, but whether the Indians of Vancouver's Island have evinced
any disposition to be aggressive towards the European settlers, or whether they
have lived peaceably with the Europeanï settlers ?- 1 think, generally speaking,
they have lived peaceably with them; as far as I can understand.

23 i8. They are not what you would comparatively speak of as a savage
tribe of Indians?-No; they are not to be compared with the Blackfeet.

2319. r. Bell.] From what you say the coal mines are not at all -in active
operation ?-No; they were not when I was there.

2320. MI Edward Ellice.] Of whattime do you speak with reference to that
coal ?- 1853,

2321. Are you aware that very shortly after the co'l was discovered there
was an intention shown to begin to work it ?-Yes.

2322. Are you not aware that there are now 60 or 70 miners employed ?-
I am not sure; blt when I was there I k-now that miners were expected out,
in the " Otter," I think.

2323. Mr. Gordon.] What class of persons were the settlers of whom you
have been talking ; were they persons who had come from England, or persons
who had settled there from America; had any come froffi' the opposite coast?
-I think very few; sone Americans had come for job work.

2324. Where had the white population, such as it was, come from?-From
England, generally speaking.

232 -). What inducements had brought those English settlers out there ?-
Several had come out as servants -of the Puget Sound Farming Company, and
were acting as bailifis and servants on that farm; they had been brought out
in the Company's ships.

2326. You do not think, then, that any of the settlers there had come out
attracted by the advantages of the island itself; they had come out, as it were,
accidentally in some capacity, and then they remained there ?--I think only
one had come out to settle.

2327. Was any encouragenent given to settlers to come; was there any
effort made to induce other settlers to corne ?-I think not.

2328. Mr. Edward Ellice.] You do not know that to be the fact ?-No.
2329. Mr. Gordon.] Do you happen to know at what price land ivas pro-

cured there ?- Land was sold at 1 1. an acre, according to the, assignment of
the island to the Company by the Government. The Company received 10 per
cent. of that, and the remaining 90 per cent. was to be expended in the
improvement of the island.

2330. Do you know wlien that coal mine of which you have spoken was
first discovered ?-At the end of 1852, I think.

2331. Havè you often'travelled with Anerican fur traders ?-Yes.
2332ý-41eve-you had any opportunity ,of óbserving whether they, in their

traffic 'ith the 4ndians, make great use of spirituous liquors as a mrans of
bart 'e " tbink, generally speaking, they do not use liquors.

g3Š?3. Is'there any penalty in force if it is proved that they have made use
-of them?-A very heavy-oue.

2334. Have you ever seen that heavy penalty practically enforcea ?-I cannot
say that I have seen it; but I have heard that a man'whom I wished to employ
had been detected trading in liquor, and had been taken down from Fort
Laramy on the Plat to the States.

0.2.5. F3 2335. As

Hon, c. W. W.
Fitzwilliqaz, M.?.

5 March 1857.
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Hon. C. W W. 2335. As a prisoner ?- As a prisoner.
Fitzeilliam, M.P. 2336. Chained ?- I believe so.

2337. Then do you believe that that regulation is practically carried out ?-5 March 1857. I think it is, vhere they have the power to do so.
2338. Mr. Percy Ierbebrt.] You spoke of the auchorage; that ships of 500

tons could lie off the coal mine ?-Yes.
2339. Is that a secure and extensive anchorage ?-It is not an extensive

anchorage exactly opposite ,the coal mine; it is perfectly secure, and.within a
quarter of a mile of it there is anchorage for any number of ships that choose
to go there.

2340. Is the supply of coal supposed to be very large ?-It had not been
explored very nuch when I w as there, but they were then working a six-feet
seam, which seemed to descend into the ground instead of rising to the
surface.

2341. Viscount Sando n.] I think there are some islands between Vancouver's
Island and the mainland ? - Yes.

2342. Have you been on them ?-I have camped on some of them.
2343. Are they capable of, cultivation ?--Yes, I think so.
2344. They are just at the mouth of the harbour, I think; opposite Victoria?

-They are not at the mouth of the harbour.
2345. Just opposite ?-Not opposite the mouth of the harbour; they are to

the back-of the harbour.
2346. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Are not those the islands now in dispute between

the Aneridan Govei-nment and our own ?-Yes.
2347. Mr. Adderley.] Can you tell us anything about the administration of

the island, the government, or the magistracy ?-There was a governor appointed
by the homb (overnment, Mr. Douglas, aud he had 'a council of five to aid
bim in the government of the island.

2348. Is lie at all under the control of the Hudson's Bay Company ?-He
is achief factor in the Company.

2349. Was lie appointed by the Company ?-No; not by the Company, but
at the suggestion of the Company.

2350. What are the magistracy, or how is the law enforced there ?-
Mr. Douglas appointed magistrates. I do not know exactly whether they
enforced the law as it woiuld be enforced in England, but they made sorme
attempt to do so.

2351. There are tribunals in the island in case of breaches, of the law r-
The offenders are brought up before the magistrates whenever such a case
occurs.

23.52. Have the Company done anything by way of settling the land ?-I do
,not think that the Hudson's Bay Cdmpany itself actually has, but the Puget
Sound Farming Company, Which is composed of members of the Hudson's Bav
Company, bas taken out set.tlers there, and bas cultivated a considerable quan~.
tity of land.

2353. Is that Puget Sound"Company entirely merged in the Hudson's Bay
Company, or is it a separate Company ?-It is a separate Company, I lelieve,
composed altogether of members of the Hudson's Bay Company ; that is how
it was explained to me.

2354. So that the whole. of the Puget Sound Company is merged in the'
Hudson's Bay Company ?-Yes; all the members of It are officers of the
Hudson's Bay Company.

2355. Mr. Edward Ellice.] You do not state that as a fact, do you?-I was
informed so.

2356. M1r. Adderley.) Do the Company occupy lands as belougingto them.-
selves besides the land which they have sold ?-I think they had'a few fields in
cultivation close to the fort for theii own supplies.

2357. Are the public buildings at the harbours, and the wharfs, and so on,
retained by the Cormpany as their bwn property P-EThere are no publie buildings,
and no wharfs, but those which belong to the Company.

2358. Do the ,Company claim a royalty upon the mines ?-Yes. I am
speaking of 1853.

2359. Do you know whether they are taking any steps whatever to advertise
immigrants ?-1 have never seen any advertisement of the sôrt.

2360.. You talked of a surveyor being appointéd: how did it come to pass
that
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that that surveyor was appointed, and yet that no survey took place ?-He lion. C. W. IV.
seemed to me to be mostly engaged in determining the latitude and longitude Fitwiliam, M. P.

$it different points of the island, which was mpst useless for the benefit of the
colonists. 5 March 1857.

2361. Was he paid by the Company ?-Yes.
2362. From what quarter do you think that the settlenent, of that country

will naturally come; from the sea side or from the land side? Supposing it was
perfectly free for colonisation, and that there w ere no rights of the Hudson's
Bay Company acting as any obstacle to emigration from any portion of the
world, do you think it likely that it would be settled gradually from the sea, or
that a population would grow up from the United States to it ? -I think that in
all pr'bability it would be settled from the sea; that emigrants would sail fron
here.

2363. Do you know that portion of the United States called Columbia ? -
' have been through the Washington and Oregon territories; there are very

few roads there, and most of the communication is by water.
2364. Does the population at all increase in that direction ?-Vastly.
2365. Towards the borders ?-Yes, up along the shores of Puget Sound, by

Nisqually.
2366. Is there any speculation in those fisheries of which you spoke, further

than the mere fishing in canoes; is there any appearance of companies being
fbrmed, for the purpose of speculating in those fisheries?-None whatever.
The Hudson's Bay Company traded the fish from the Indians, and annually
sent down a great deal of salt fish to their depôt at the Sandwich Islands.

2367. Do the Company claim a inonopoly of that fishery; do they claim the
exclusive right of fishery upon the coasts of Vancouver's Island ?-They do not

Jesh themselves ; the Indians are the fishermen, and they trade their fish to the
Çompany.

2368. Have the Company a monopoly in that trade ?-No, I should not
isy that they have a monopoly there, for when I was at Cowichan there was

fn opposition goin-g on at the time.
2369. From what quarter was it ?-A settler on the Island, a Mr. Cooper,

was trading then. I think he had got some goods up from San Francisco, and
ive was trading to San Francisco at the time.

9370. Mr. Grogan.] In fish ?- Mostly in .lumber to San Francisco.
2371. Mr. Adderley.] Was Mr. Cooper a man who had purchased land from

the Company ? -Yes, he had a farm there ; he had about 15 acres in cultivation
then, and would, I dare say, before the year was out, double that.

2372. Do you know Nootka Sound ?-No.
2373. I suppose, that is a notoriously fine harbour, ?-I believe so.

t 2374. Can you state what is the nature of the coal which you have seen; is
it a good coal.?-It is an excellent coal, very like the West Riding of Yorkshire

72375. And that is a vein very near the surface ?-YeR.
"376. Mr. Grogan.] What did you say were the productions that the settlers

wqre, raising when you were there ; you spoke of the ~Iùdians raising a great
qitontity of potatoes; was corn reared ?-Wheat w,as raised.

!' 317. Was it a safe crop ?-Yes, I believe so.
4378. Were there any other cereal crops besides wheat -Oats and barley.

379. Have you any doubt whatever that they would grow theie just as well
as they do in these climates ?- None whatever.

2380. Cirman.] lu short,- it is a very finie soil" and climate, is it not ?-

'2381. Sir JMan Pakington.] At what time of the year were you there?-In
1rch and April.
32382. Mr. Grogan.] Were there any number of settlers who .had purchased

land from- the Company, or was, Mr. Cooper an isolated case ?-I think
Mr. Cooper was an isolated case; he was in partnership with a farmer,
Mdr., Blenkhorn, who was by far the most energetic settler on the island ; he

-wüs a man who had been in Australia for 'several yèars, -and afterwards- came
bak to England, and thenwent out with Mr. Cooper to the-island.

,;2383.' In fact there are no number of settiers going there, or in the island
at- present ?.,-No, ,ekeept those who ,are brought out by the Puget Sound
Cdmpany.

P25. P 4 2384. The
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Hon. C. W. W. 2384. The settiers whom you blave described to us, and those in and aboutFil-i-lia m, i P. Fort Victoria, were all the servants or attachés of the Puget S.ound Company, were
5 March 1857. not they ?-Do you mean immediately about the fort, because the settlement is

very snall è
2385. You describe, that besides the fort, taking a radius of 10 or 12 miles

round the fort, there were a good nuniber of settlements where cultivation was
going on ?-Yes.

2386. I call that 'the settlement generally; were they principally the
servants of the Puget Sound Company, or was there any body of independent
settlers ?-Mr, Cooper was the only free settler, as they term it there, on the
island.

2387. The only independent settler ?-The only independe t settler; alt the
others were connected either with the Hudson's Bay Company or with the
Puget Sound Company ; many of the officers of the Company had bought farrns,
and were cultivating them.

' 2388. Mr. Adder/ey.] Had they paid the Company ?-I do not know whether
money iad passed or not.

2389. Do you know whether there were cases of the Company allotting ]and
free of price to their officers ?-I cannot answer that question.

2390. Cliairman.] Is there anythiig which you wiish to add to the evidence
you have given ?-I wisb to hand i the following letter whieb I received from
lr. Cooper.

( The same was delivered in, and is as follows:]

Sir, Victoria, Vancouver's Island, 21 February 18-53.
I nEa to hand you a copy of my letter to Captan Kuper, C. B. (Her Miajesty's ship

"Thetis "). Also accompanying it, is the document alluded to.

Ilonourable C. W. Wentworth Fitzwilliam.
I have, &c.

(signed) James Cooper.

Sir, Victoria, Vancouver's Island, 3 January 1853.
ENCLOSED is a document I beg leave to forward for your inspection, and as one of the

many instances of injistice that we are compelled to subaiit to,
The two men whose signatures appear in the document were under contract to cut and

square wood, to complete the cargo of the vessel lying mn this port eountersigned to me.
The'governor compell;ng then to join in the expedition now absent (though pet fectly cog-
nizant of their engagement), leaving nie with an impossibility of rep'acing them,consequently
the vesselis detained here much longer than she otherwise would be, under almost ruinous
circumstances.

It is not necessary for me to make any comment upon the above further than this: that
it possibly may be legal, but it is not either ju8t or generous.

Captain A. L. Kuper, c. :.,
H. M. S. " Thetis."

*I have, &c.
(signed) James Cooper.

Victoria, December 18.2.
I nErEEn solemnly'swear that Mr. Douglas compelled me to join in the expedition now

about to take place on the coast of this island, under penalty of' being banished from, the
colony. The tlreats held out were in, these words: " If any man is afraid to go, he may stop,
but must leave the island."

Witness, James Cooper.
,, , Thomas Cooper.

his
Bazil X Batimean.

mark.
bis

Charbonoh X
tmark.

Mr. Alexander Isbister, called in; and Examined.

Mr. A. Isbster. 2391. Chairman.] I BELIEVE you have directed your' attention fir some
time past very much to the affairs of the Hudson's Bay Company ?-I'have.

2392. What is your personal connexion with that country ?-I am a native
of that country, and passed the greater portion of the first 20 years of my life
in that territory.

2393. Were



SELECT COMMITTEE ON TUE HIJDSON'S BAY COMPANY. 121

2393. Were you ever in the service of the Hudson's Bay Company ?-For
about three years.

2394. Where were you when you were engaged in the service of the
Hudson's Bay Company ?-In the district called the Mackenzie's River district.;
the most northerly district.

2395. In what capacity ?-I was a clerk, or a postmaster, a junior officer in
the ludson's Bay Company's service.

2396. In what year was that?-Iu the years 1838, 1839, and 1840, 1 think;
Iam not quite sure of the date; but it was gbout that time.

2397. What induced you to leave the service of the Hudson's Bay Company e
-1 wished to come to England tu complete iny education; I was desirous of
obtaining a University education, and of qualifying myself for a profession.

2398. You did not leave the service of the Company in consequence of any
dispute ?-Not by any means ; I had no dispute at all with the Hudson's Bay
Company, and have no personal complaint whatever against them.

2399. When did youreturn to that country ?-l bave not been back since.
2400. You were born there, and as a child you lived there ?-Yes.
2401. What was your age when you left ?-I was very young ; under 20.
2402. In what year did you leave ?-To the best of my recollection about

1841, I think ; I arp not quite sure ; or 1842; it is many years since I left the
territory.

2403. During the whole of those three years for which you were in the
service of the Company, you were at the Mackenzie River, were you not ?-
During the three years that I vas in the Company's service. I had travelled
through portions of the territory before that; but I was very young at the time.

2404. Have you any knowledge of the Red River Settlement, for instance ?
-Yes; I was at school there as a boy, and I bave a little property there, for-
merly belonging to my father, which came to me; I was also there one year
after I left the Company's service.

2405. Your have since that time, I believe, devoted a great deal of attention
to the affairs of this Company ?-Very great.

2406. What opinion have you been led to form with regard to the general
character of the management of the Hudson's Bay Company of these territo-
ries?-Upon the whole, I think it is unfavourable to the development of the
resources of the country, and also to the enlightenment and progress in civilisa-
tion of the inhabitants.

2407. To begin with the first point, namely, the development of the resources
of the country, will you have the goodness to state in what way you think the
system pursued by the Hudson's. Bay Company operates in that "respect ?--It
is an obstruction to the colonising spirit of those settlers who are in the terri-
tory , the Company have not made any efforts, at least such efforts as I think
they might have made, to provide a market for the settlers that are in it;
and they have thrown obstacles, according to the statement of the settlers at
least, which is confirmed by official documents in my possession here, in the
way of an export trades in tallow and hides from the wild animals in the
prairies; they have also interfered in many ways with the efforts of the settlers
to get up an export trade with the United States, the only outlet which is open
to the ed River Settlement.

2408. Do you believe that there is any considerable portion of the territory,
ilow administered by the Hudson's Bay Çonipany, which would be colonised
and settled within any moderate period of timp, say 20 years for instance, if
those obstructions were removed ?-As far as we can judge, from the Canadian
niewspapers, there is an evident intention,- on the part of the Canadians, to go
up into that territory through the line of lakes and rivers which connect Lake
Superior with Lake Winnipeg. There appears to be, fortunately, a chain of
rivers which are well adapted for settlement, between Lake Superior and Lake
Winnipeg.

2409. Then you believe that that district of country would, if these obstruc-
tions of which you have .poken were removed, be more or less settled in -the
course of a certain nùmber of years r-I believe so; more especially if the
Canadians were allowed tg pticipate in the fur trade, which I believe it is
their desire tu do.

2410. YOU say " to partici W4êtin the fur tradé ;" what would, in your
opinion, be, the effect of throwlng open the fur trade indiscriminately to any

0.25 Q one
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one who chose te enter into it ?-I have thought over that question a great
deal, especially in reference to the Indians. I may at once state that my chief
object, in connecting myself with this movement at all, was to improve the
condition of the native and half-caste Indians in the ýRed River Settlement.
I believe, upon the whole, that if a monopoly of the fur trade could be estab-
lished, and could be possibly made to consist with the enlightenment and pro-
gress of the Indians, a monopoly would be best ; but I ara afraid that under
the present circumstances a monopoly is impossible. I do not think that the
Canadians would allow a monopoly to be established in that territory. You
are quite aware that they have laid a claim to that territory, and I believe they
have a legal right to it.

2411. What territory are you speaking of ?-The Iudson's Bay territory.
2412. Irrespectively of that claim, and adverting merely to the advantage of

the Indians, what do you think would be the effect of throwing open the fur
trade indiscriminately to all comers ?-In some respects the Indians would be
benefited;f I see no objection but one: that is, that there might be a possibility
of spirituous liquors being introduced into that territory in greater quantities
than they now are introduced.

2413. Do you believe that they are introduced in any considerable quantity?
-I have very great reason to believe so.

2414. Are you, speaking of the entire territory,; or only of those parts of the
territory that adjoin the settled districts ?-From the most correct information
that I can procure,I believe that the Hudson's Bay Company have discontinued
the sale of spirituous liquors in the northern portions of their territories, but that
in the country south of the Saskatchawan, and down to the frontier, spirituous
liquors areeither given or bartered ; at any rate supplied to the Indians; there
are facts to prove, it, which I have here.

2415. With regard to the fur trade, merely looking at it as a trade, do you
believe that if the trade was indiscriminately thrown open to everybody the
consequence would be the destruction of the fur-bearing animals or not ?-I
think nçt ; I think that is proved by the fact that even in the western states
of the United Statesthe fur trade is still carried bn to a very great extent; I
believe there is now a fur merchant in London, Mr. Lampson, who is the agent
for the American Fur Company and for the American fur traders; i believe
his sales are quite as large as those of the Hudson's Bay Company ; but the furs
are inferior in value; they are of a coarser description, as all furs in southern
latitudes are.

2416. Mr. Edwtard Ellice.] Does that remark apply to ail furs, or to a par-
ticular sort of furs ?-The aggregate of the sales, I believe, is about the same as
that of the Hudson's Bay Company.

2417. Do those sales include all sorts of furs, or are they especially confmued
to one or:two descriptions of animals?--I believe fhey include all sorts of furs,
as far as I have been infoirmed.

2418. Chairman.] Are you at all aware of what has been taking place during
the last few years in the, United States; of the wars that have been going on
between the white and the red man, and of the bloodshed that has so been
occasioned ?-Yes; I have read many accounts of these wars.

2419. They have been very dreadful, I believe ?-They have.
242. There has been absolute peace, has there not, in the Hudson's Bay

territory between the white, and the red man ?-The numbers of Indians in the
Hudson's Bay territories are so few that there could not have been any great
wars. As stated by Sir George Simpson, the other -day, I think thewhole
numbet of the Indians in the thickwood countries, as he called them, was only
about 30,000 odd; and when thatis distributed over such au immense área, it
is impossible that these Indians, so distributed, could get up a war.

2421. ,You believe the Indiana tribes in the United States to be far more
numerous?-Yes, and of a far more warlike character.

2422., In fact, it is a country more fitted for the subsisteneè of human beings?
-Decidedly so. ' a p

2423. ,Shoul& -you-have-noapprehension that, in- this vast teitoy now
subject to ,tbe Hudson's IIay Company, if there was an uncontrolled admission
of whites, to trade in furs in that territory, there would not spring up wars
bet ween the white and the red man of a very atrocious character ?-I do not
see any probability of it,, for the Hudson's Bay Company do no pretend to

control
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control these Indians; and they'do not pretend to exercise any influence over
them so far as I am aware.

2424. Do they not practically exercise a very great influence over the In-
dians ?-They may.

2425. Do they ?-I do not know that they do.
2426. You do not believe that they do ?-,I do not believç that they do. I

have never seen any instances in which they have any practical influence of
that kind which you speak of ; their influence is entirely connected with trade ;
I do not believe that they have anything else to do with the Indians than pro-
cure furs at the cheapest rate they can, and deal with them.

2427. You do not think that they exercise their influence to keep order in
the country, and to uphold justice, so far as it is possible to uphold justice
through so great an extent of country, in the circumstances in which they are
placed?-l believe it is a principle of the Hudson's Bay Compipjy's administra-
tion not to interfere in the quarrels or disputes of, tribes at al, or to interfere
as little as possible. If any aggressions ae made upon the whites by the
Indians, then they punish them severely.

.2428. In short, in your opinion, the interests of the red man would not suffer
if the whole territory was thrown open to white men, without any restriction or
côntrol ?-I think they would not, if there was a guarantee that spirituous
liquors should not be introduced into the territory; if there we'e proper means
for preventing it.

2429. Do you believe that it would be possible, if rival traders were compet-
ing with one another in the chase of these fur-bearing animals, through the
instrumentality of the Indians, to prevent or restrain those parties thus com-
peting with one another from having recourse to the supply of spirits to the
Indians, which is the'most attractive means of influeneing them ?-I believe it
would be difficult, but not impossible; at least, to a very great extent. I be-
lieve the practice in the American Fur Company's territories, if I may use the
term, that is, in those portions of the territories occupied by Americans, is to
allow no person to trade in furs without a licence, which licence is forfeited upon
the finding of any spirituous liquors in the possession of the trader'; one trader
is set to watch the other ; they have each an interest in informing upon each
other i and I believe, upon the whole, that spirituous liquors are not largely
used. I have here rather a remarkable paper; a complaint by the Américan
Government against the Hudson's Bay Company for supplying spirituous
liquors in large quantities to the Indians; a complaint addressed to our Govern-
ment, and printed here in the form of a Parliamentary Paper.

2430. Mr. Edward Ellice.] What is the date of it ?-1850. (The Witness
delivered in the same.)

2431. Chairman.] You believe, then, speaking in the interest of the red man,
that it would be for bis advantage that the monopoly of the Hudson's Bay
Company in fur trading should be abolished, and that the country Ehould be
thrown open to the unlimited competition of any persons who might wish to
engage in it ?-I should not like to express a very decided opinion upon the
point. I should very much like to hear the evidence of the Bishop of Rupert's
Land, and the clergymen who have been in that territory, before I would expiess
any distinct opinion uponthe matter.-

2432. You have considered these questions for a great many years; have
you not formed a decided opinion upon apoint of that description ?-1 have
not.

2433. It is a point on which a great deal turns, is it not ?-It is a very
important point.

2434. You are, doubtless, conversant with the state of things which existed
in that country when there was competition in the. fur trade between two great
companies, the North-Wesi Company and the lHudson's Bay Conipany ?-I have
read of the, disputes that took place between them.

2435. What was the state of things then ?-Thère was a great deal of
disïdér aid violenäe in-the territoy i hink thatinder present circumstances
these disorders would not arise- again ; theie was an absence of any controlling
power in the country in those times ; there were no clergynien nor missionaries;
there was no public opinion of any sort or kind.

2436. You think that there could be an efficient systen of control established
0.25. I 2 which

Mr. A. Isbister.

5 Match 1857.

Vide Appendix.



124 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

Mr. A. Jabister. which would prevent those evils for the future ?-By extending the Canadian
Government over those territories, not otherwise.

5 March 1857. 2437. Do you think that the Government of Canada could undertake to keep
peace and order, and to enforce a proper system of check and control over this
vast territory, which would prevent these evils ?2- If they did not I should not
recommend the territories being thrown open.

2438. Do you think that the Canadian Government could do it ?-I believe
it is their wish to do it; I believe they could undertake it, because that ter-
ritory is. now practically governed from London; why should it not be gnverned
from Toronto much more easily ?

2439. At present it is governed from London by a company who have a mono-
poly of the trade, and have their servants scattered all over the country ?--
Precisely.
- 2440. It would then be governed by an authority at Toronto which would
have no trading interest in the matter, but would have the duty of keeping
order through all this vast territory ; that would be the difference, would it not ?
-That would be the difference.

2441. And you believe that the system would work equally well?-A force
would be required in the Red River Settlement, which force would keep the
whole territory under coutrol -, because access to any part of ithe northern dis-
tricts there, is by one outlet or one opening, the Saskatchawan River, which
enters into Lake Winnipeg; you cannot approach Mackenzie's River, Athabasca,
or any of those territories in the north, except through that one opening. A
custom-house or a little garrison established there would exercise an effectual
control and supervision over everything which entered the country.

2442. What you would propose would be to join the whole of this immense
territory on both sides of the Rocky Mountains to the colony of Canada ?-I
am afraids that it %%ill come to that ; I should hardly 'call it a plan, but I am
afraid there will be no other way of settling the difficulty.

2443. There would be a considerable expense incuired, I presume, in main-
taining order through so vast an extent of country ?-There would be the
expense of establishing a force at the lied River territory.

2444. There must be ,posts scattered all over the country, I presume ?-I
believe order could be maintained without stationing those posts all over the
country.

'2445. How could the expense be defiayed, whatever it was, of governing
and administering the affairs of a country of this description ?-The trade of
that country is considerable; a tax could be laid upon the trade to defray the
expense of controlling and conducting it.

2446. Do you think that it would not answer the purposes of Canada as a
colony better, to have joined to Canada any country in its vicinity over which it
is at all probable or possible that settlement should extend ?-I am not prepared
to speak upon that point; I only judge of the sentiments of Canada from the
newspapers. Merely stating my own opinion, I should say that there might
perhaps be no objection to it, and that the arrangement on the whole might
be a beneficidl one, taking the territory gradually as they required it.

2447. But do you think that it wot&d be expedient or advisable to join Van-
couver's Island, for instance, to the colony of Capada ?-Vancouver's Island is
quite a different consideration ; I think there ought to be a separate colony
there.

2448. With regard to the country on the mainland adjoining Vancouver's
Island, which may be adapted for the purposes of settlement, would it not be
more convenient that that should be made a colony, and that its inhabitants
sbould manage their own affairs, rather than be obliged to go to Toronto for
that purpose ?-I think the whole of the territory west of the Rocky Mountains
must be administered fiom Vancouver's Island, if it is thrown open. The
Canadians may, however, think differently.

2449. Then you are speaking merely of Rupert's Land ?-Merely of Rupert's
Land; the territory to the north of Canada. I believe it is our interest to
people that counlrybecause the United States are fast peopling the~territory
along, the frontier, and they will have that territory from us unless we do
people it.

2450. You think that it would not be enougb, if such an arrangement could
be made, to take away from the Hudson's Bay Company any such territory as

could
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could be made use of for the purposes of settlement for a long time to come;
but that it would be also desirable to take fron them that portion of their terri-
tory which could only be applied for thé purposes of the fur trade, and to
throw it open to unrestricted competition ?-I am looking at the inducements
which would lead emigrants into that territory; I do not think they would go
froma Canada to the Red River Settlement merely for the purpose of obtaining
land; they could get land in abundance in Canada. If, therefore, our object is
to people that territory, we must hold out an inducement to them by throwing
open the fur trade to-then. But even therwise I do not think it is possible to
enforce a monopoly in that territory; you cannot do it. If you throw open
Red River to the Canadians, you -throw open the fur trade practically. There
is no means of preventing those people going there; you may just as well talk
of establishing a monopoly in the gold-fields of Australia.

2451. You think, whatever the difficulties are, that those difficulties must be
coped with ?-I think so; there is the case of the Red River Settlement; they
have gone into the fur trade in spite of all the endeavours of the Hudson's Bay
Company, and it is a very insignficant colony. I have now a statement of the
furs which were sent out from the Red River district by way of the United
States. They are forcing a channel through there.

2452. Ain I rightly rpresenting your opinions as amounting to this, that
you consider the thing idevitable, that, whether we wish it or not, the fur trade
will, by the progress of avents, be thown open to competition ?-That is my
opinion.

2453. But that yov are doubtful, if it could be prevented, of the effects that
ouch a change wouloI produce upon the interests of the Indians, as far as they
are concerned ?-Yeo; I wish to reserve my opinion upon that point.

2454. You refereAl to a paper giving an accounut of the fur trade going on with
the Anericans ?--The trade' going on between the Red River -Territory and
the United States,

245.5. Mr. Edwggrd Ellice.] What is that paper to which you refer ?-An
extract fromn a newspaper which has been put into my hands within the last
two days. If it is received as evidence, I shall feel bound to give the date,
and the naie of the paper. It is evidently an authentic document as far as a
newspaper statement can be so : " Here are a few interesting, Minesota items,
The towns along the westçrn bank of the Mississippi are rapidly improving in
trade and population. A new land office is soon to be opened at Buchanan,
near the head of Lake Superior. St. Lawrence is the name of a new town, 15

s miles above Shakopee, on the Minesota River. -Trade between St. Paul and
Superior is quite brisk. The total amount of peltries from the Pembina,'Ied
River region, exported from St. Paul, Minesota, for 1856, is as follows -.- 64,292
rats ; 8,276 minks; 1,428 martens ; 876 foxes; 3,600 coons; 1,045 fishers; 10
wolverines ;' 364 badgers; 2,032 wolves; 405 otter; 2,542 rit-foxes; 610
deer " (skins probably); " 20 cross-fox ; 8 silver fox; 50 lynx ; 7,500 buffalo
robes, and 586 pounds, of beaver; worth, in the aggregate, about 97,000
dollars."

2456. You do not consider yourself responsible for that statement ?-No, it
is siriply a newspaper statement.

2457. Mr. Kinnaird.] Is it from an English or an American paper ?-It has
only been sent to me within the last two days, and in that form. I havé written
to ask where it is extracted from, and of course, if it is received as evidence, I
shall be able to state in a few days.

2458. Mr. Gordon.] Do you credit it, from1 the other sources of information
which are open to you ?-I do.

2459t edr. Grogan.] I believe you had a long correspondence with the
Colonial Office relative to a petition to Her Majesty which was sent from the
'Red River Settlement some years ago ?-Yes. I laid that petition before Lord
Grey. I was myself resident at the time in England; but I am not responsible
for the staternents of that petition in-any way.- I believe them to-be true ; and-
I produced evidence in the course of those papers to supportI the statements
made by the petitioners as far as I could.

2460. A I to understand that you were concerned in getting up the evidence
which is contained. in these papers ?-Yes, but not in getting up the petition;
I had no connexion with the petition.

0.25. Q 3 2461. I refer
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24G - I refer to a variety of papers that were inclosed which were forwarded
to the Colonial Office in support of that petition fron Red River ? -Yes.

2462. You got up this evidence to back up the statements of the petition ?-
Precisely.

2463 . You bave no question or doubt of the accuracy of these papers ?-No,
unless there are some misprints; there are some misprints in the course of
them.

2464. In page 78 of the Parliamentary Paper entitled "Correspondence
relative to Complaints of the Inhabitants of the6 Red River Settlement," there
are the names of five retired servants of the Hudson's Bay Company, and some
very strong statements are there contained ?-Yes, I have seen them.

2465. Did you know any of those servants yourself?-The last t*o I knew
personally ; as to the other three, I know where they are just now, and know
their friends, and know then to be respectable persons,

2466. Have you any doubt whatsoever of their being trustworthy and truthful
men ?-None whatever.

2467. And you place full confidence in their statements ?-In the statements
given here I do; they agree withlmy own-observations and experience.

2468. Will you turn over to page 80:" Are there any schools for the instruc-
tion of the natives where you have been ?" appears to have been a question sent
to these five servants ?-Yes.

2469. They respectively answer," I do not know of any." " None." " There
are no schools for the instructiòn of the natives." " Noue at the posts 1 have
been at." " A sçbool was lately established at Norway House." Does the state-
ment there correspond with your knowledge of that Red River Settlement, and
of the general management of the Hudson's Bay Company with regard to the
education of the people ?-It is perfectly true, I believe, to this day, as far as
'the Judson's Bay Company are concerned. That' is making a distinction
between the schools established by the missionaries and the schools established
by the Hudson's lBay Company, of which there are noue that I know of, with
-the exception of one et, the Red River Settlement, an academy established for
the education of the children of the officers of the Hudson's Bay Company,
and under the charge of the bishop.

2470. It is under the supervision of the bishop; but who is at the expense of
the school?-The Hudson's Bay Company contribute 100 1. a year towards the
school; but it is a self-supporting school; pupils pay, I think, about 30 L. a-year
to it; it is a school of a superior class.

2471. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] Were you yourself educated lhere ?-I was.
2472. Mr.Grogan.] And you had to bear your share of the cohtribution?-Yes,
2473. With the exception of the contribution of 100 1. a year to that school

cf a superior class, is there, as far as your knowledge goes, any school in the
4erritory of the Hudson's 3ay Company assisted by them ?- I know of noue.

2474. Mr. .Eward lIlice.J Are you speaking of the period when you were
thee ?-As far as my information extends down to the present time.

2475. Mr. Grogan.j Are you now speaking of the state of things at the time
you were there ?--Yes; and I believe the same state of things exists at the
preseit day.
. 2476. The evidence you have just given us was, in the firat instance, confined
to your own knowledge; it is some time since you left the settlement ?-It is
somne time.

2477. Have you been in close communication and correspondence with any
of the settlers in that locality since that time ?-Ever since, down to the present
time; continuously; uninterruptedly.

2478. Do you conceive yourself in a position, by reason of that corres-
pondence, to speak of the state of the settlement at present ?-I do.

2479% ,ou have no doubt, whatever, thât you represented the opiniàxs of the
setflers in the correspondence with the Colonial Government in 1849 ?-No
doubt Whatsoever. And I may mention, that since that time, in the last three
or four years, a portion of my family who were résident at Red River have come
over, and are now living witlr me, and they of course have-given me more recent
information.

2480. Mr. tdward Ellice.] I think you. .said, that with reference tothose
complaints of which you were the organ, you were nQt responsible for the
statements contained in them ?-Not for the petition,

i 2481. Mr.
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2481. Mr. Roebuck.] But I suppose~ you hold yourself responsible for every
part of the evidence which you are now giving as your own opinion ?-I do.

2482. Mr. Grogan.] I referred you topage 80 under the head of the question,
"Are there any schools for the instru.tiog of the natives where you bave been ?"
There are five answers of these five servants, which, down to 1849, you b~elieve
to be literally correct?-Yes, I do.

2483. Are you åble to say wheth&r. at the present date, you consider that
those answers would be applicable ?-I believe so; with the exception which I
have formerly mentioned.

2484. Namely, that there is one school to which assistance is given of 100 1.
a year ?-Yes, and none other.

2485. -The next question is, " Are you aware of any attempts of any kind
having been made by the Company to civilise the natives and instruct them in
religion?" You have the answers before you; No. 1. " They are kept in
ignorance and darkness." No. 2. " No." No. 3. " None." No. 4. " Not aware
of any." And No. 5. " Not aware of any." Are you equally satisfied of the
correctness of these replies in 1849 as you were of the previous ones ?-
That is my opinion at the present time, distinguishing between the attempts
made" by the Missionary Societies, and partially assisted by the Hudson's Bay
Company, as we heard the other day, and the attempts made by the Hudson's
Bay Company themselves.

2486. You say the missionaries partially assisted by the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany. Can you define it more accurately ?-I heard it stated the other day, in
in reply to a question of this nature, that the Company give certain sums of
money, varying froi 50 i. to 150 ., to missionaries. I know that these. are
givèn to the missionaries individually; that no account is exacted of the expen-
diture of these sums; that no returns are made to the Company of the way in
which education may be advanced by these sums ; that tbey are given, in fact,
to the missiodaries, and not to the missions, and are, upon the whole, rather
an impediment to theni than otherwise.

2487. Chairman.] How do you mean " an impediment" to then ?-In this
way, that it makes them shut their eyes to many matters which occur.

2488. Mr. Edward Ellice.] I believe those missionaries are not appointed
by the Company ?-No, by no means; they are paid from other sources, and
these sums of money are given to them additionally. I am loth to say so, but
they are, in effect, sops to the missionaries.

2489. Chairman.] In point of fact, do you believe that Christianity has made
any progress amnong the Indian tribès ?--I believe it has made very rapid
progress in the last few yeaxs, since the bishop went out there.

2490. Is that among the tribes in the immediate vicinity of the settled
,country, or far back into the wilderness ?-As far as the Saskatchawan. I
believe that, at the missionary station, near Cumberland-house, on the Sas-
katchawan, the Indians have made very great progress.,

!249i. I bèlieve the settlers at the Red hiver are, upon the whole, a very
moral and well-ordeied community, are they not ?-I believe so; especially the
English race, and their descendants.

2492. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Your observatiorf with regard to these sums of
money being a sop to the missionaries, I presume, dos not apply to the sum
of money that the Company pay to the bishop?-The sum of money that is
paid to the bishop by the Company is, paid under an arrangement sanctioned
by the Court of Chancery. The Company cannot withdraw it if they, try, but
the others they cari withdraw.

2493ý You are aware that it was -a voluntary gift on the part of the Com-
pany ?-Yes, I believe it was; on the understan.ipg that Mr, Leith's bequest
should be devoted to the establishment of a, biohprie, the Hudsgn's Bay Com-
pany added a certain amount.

"2494. Mr. Kinnaird.] You say that the missionaries accept these sums from
the Coimpany as sops toclose their eyesto rious Ithings ?-Thdy act"as sops,
that is their effet ; i should be'sorry to say they were accepted asisuel

:2495. You say that they are given as sops, whih ibdues the 'tò closé their
eyes to- vàrions mnatters; willyru~-kihldy sthtè to th Cômfiitteè twhat are the
various matters: to which they close their' èyes ?-The obstructions which the
Company make to the settlernent' of Indians around them. d19 statement is,

.35. 4 that

Mr. A. i15ister.
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ter. that the Company have lin varlous cases directly opposed and forbidden the set-
tlement of Indians around the missionaries.

57. 2496. Will you kindly give us an instance ?-i believe a clergyman fromn that
territory is about to be examined after me. I will give the naines of gentlemen
who can give instances: Mr. Corbett and Mr. Hillier.

2497. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Mr. Corbett, I believe, is a gentleman attending
here to give evidence ?-I believe he is. -I will name a gentleman from each of
the societies whici have missionaries in that territory; they are al in England,
and can be bropght up before this Committee. In addition to the naines I
have given, there is Mr. Barnley, of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, who
has written a lçtter to me, which is printed in this book; this (" Fitzgerald's
Examination f the Charters and Proceedings of the Hudson's Bay Company."

2498. Mr. innaird.] You have mentioned one fact; will you name another?
-I name tee missionaries who eau give distinct and specific particulars in
proof of wliat I have just stated; two of them have mentioned to me that the
Company directly and positively prohibit the settlement of Indians about
them.

2499. /That is one point. You spoke in the plural: "matters." ]an vou
give any of -your own knowlege ?- Nohe, except as communicated to -me by
these parties.

250'o. Mr. Adderley.] You say that you have property in the Red River
Settýénent?-A farm.

25oi. Did you purchase it yourself?-No; it was given to my father before
m, and he having been dead for severalyears, it came to me as his heir.

/2502. When you say it was giyen to your father, have you any objection
tô state to us how it came into his possession ?-I was quite a boy at the time,
,and I really am not aware how it came into bis possession. I have never
cultivated it to any great extent myself, and have ùever taken any great
interest in it; it is perfectly valueless where itis now.

2503. I do not wish at all to pry into your private affairs, but as far as you
are inclined to tell us will you state the agency by which that próperty is
managed ?-I have an uncle resident in the Red River Settlement who has
the bouse and land in charge. It happens to be contiguous to his own pro-
perty. I do not know that it is cultivated to any great extent, for land is so
valueless in that territory that nobody will- rent it, and there it remains.

2504., Is your uncle of your own name?-No'; it is Mr. Philip Kennedy.
2505. Are there many absentee proprietors of land there ?-I believe ,not.

The fact is that the land- is valueless ; having no outlet for what they raise,
there is nobody that will rent it.

2506. What is the, nature of your interest in that land; have you the fee
simple ?-1 do not know that there are any papers connected withit, at least I
never inquired into it. It is like most 'of the land that is held there: held by
usage, I believe. My father was an officer in the service of the Hudson's Báy
Company. He got this land to retire upon, I believe.

2507. Was he in the nature of a lessee to the Company or was he owner ?-
Owner, so faras I arn aware.

2508. And you believe that you. are owner of that land, and in no way the
lessee of the Company ?-I believe so.

2509. Is that the usual tenure of land in that neighbourhood ?-I have a
land deed here which will egable the Comumittee to judge of the nature of these

'x- land deeds. I have a laneddeed fully èxecuted which was sent to me as a
specimen.

2510. aid your father purchase the land froin Lord Selkirk or from the
Comany?- It was not purchased; 1 believe that there was an arrangement
some time ago by which persons -who wished to retire from the Hudson's
Bay Companys service were entitled to a lot of land if they chose to take it.

2.5 ii. When your father caMe into possession of that property was it in
Lord Selkirk's time or were the, Company then owners of the soil ?-I 'eannot
say ; I was not above 11 years of age at the time, and I cannot ve any
explanation of any value.

2512. Have you increased Your property there ?-N-o; not at ail.
2513. Would there be any difficulty in yourincreasing your property, if you,

wighed to become owner of the adjoining land, and to enlarge your estate
there ?-One of the clauses of this land deed is, that no holder of property

-shall

VUe Append
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shall sell it or underlet it, or assign it, without the Written permission of the Mr. 4. Istùter.
IHudson's Bay Comqpany. Therefore, if I wished to increase my property, by
buying the propery of my neighbour, I should have to get the permission of the s Marc, :857.
Hudson's Bay Company.

2514. Is the property occupied all round your property ?-It is.
25 5. Do you suppose that there would be any difficulty in procuring such a

license to sell, if the owner wished ?-I do not know that there would; I do not
know that the mnatter bas ever been brought before the Conpany.

2516. You know of no case in whieh the Company have bee. applied to for
such a license to sel, and have stood in the way of it ?-I have known of no
case.

2517. Do you believe that it does impede the transfer of property ?-I, am
not aware that it ever bas impeded the transfer of property,

'2518. When you talked of the obstruction to settlers, you talked rather of a
negative obstruction, such as the Company having nade io efforts to provide a
market; are there any gpositive obstructions on the part of the Company; to•
the settlement of thé possessions of the Hudson's Bay Company'?-l do not
know of any case in which land'has been applied for in the Red River Settie-
ment, in which it bas been refused. The obstructions to settlement, that I
spoke of, were obstructions to procuring a market for the prodice of the settlers;
negative obstructions rather than direct ones.

2519. What is considered the ordinary price of land' there ?-It bas been
stated in evidence lately, that it was 7s. 6d. I see it stated by the late Mr.
Thomas Simpson, in the Parliamentary papers which have been referred to, at
page 5,8, at 12s: 6d. Mr. Thomas Simpson was the accountant for the Red River
Settlement at the tiîne that he wrote this statement, as given in his " Life."

2520. Are there any regulations passed by the Company, with regard to the
system of land sales ?-None that I know of, beyond the fact that every person
who holds land is required to take out a land deed of this character.

2521. Do you know, at all, the terms on which squatting has taken place
near any part of the boundary of the Company's territories ?-I believe parties
have squatted down, and they have not been molested.

2522. Do you know of any cases of squatting upon agreement between the
squatter and the Company ?-I never heard of such a case.

2523. To what did you allude in the Canadians having laid claim to a
legal right to a share' of the trade in these territories ?-They consider them-
selves the legitimate successors of the French in Canada, who occupied the
greater portion of.Hudson's Bay, before the country was ceded to Great Britain
by the treaty of Utrecht ; the right of the French to the greater portion of the
trade of Hudson's Bay was definitively acknowledged by the treaty of Ryswick.
There is an express clause in that treaty, by which the right of France to trade
in Hudson's Bay èi acknowledged. Some of the old maps, several of which
are in the.possession of the Geographical Society, show the extent of the ancient
possessions of the French in Hudson's Bay.

2524. Have the Canadians laid any specific claim lately P-1 understand that
they have appointed a commissioner, Mr. Chief Justice Draper, to come over
here to defend tleir claims, in the event of the legality of the charter of the
Hudson's Bay Company being submitted to a legal tribunal.

2525. -When you suggested the annexation of this territory tQ Canada, and
the spread of the Cangdian Government over this territory, I àuppose you did
not mean to suggest a forcible military occupation of this country, by forts or
posts,'by the Canadian Government, but an administration of the country by a
local magistracy ?-Precisely so; for the Canadian Governnient to administer
the territory, i the same way that the Hudson's Bay Company, in England,
administer the territdry, or govern it in any way that may be considered most
advantageous.

2526. Yon-expresâed a distinct opinion that Vancouver's Island and 'the
western portion of this territory would probably be best made a separate colony
at first ? -Yes, that is my opinion.

2527. In regard to the Iarger. internal district, -did you mean that-Canada-
should be free to extend itself gradually, or that it should at once be embraced
within anyg mystem of government in Canada ?-The portion of territory to
wwhi alluded there was the territory east of the Rdcky Mountains. I stated
that I did not think it possible to prevent tle Cauadians froma engaging in the

0.25. - R fur
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Mr. A. Isbisier. tur trade, and under those circuinstances I thin it would, be better for the
jurisdiction of Canada to be extended over that 'whole territory, in order to

5 March t857. prevent disorders arising in that territory.
2528. But that administration mighit be made local, although the head

quarters of the government were at a distance in Canada ?-It must be local to
a certain extent. I presume that the Red River Settlement, for example, would
send representatives to the Canadian Parliament immediately ; that there would
be townships erected in cultivated districts in the saine way as in Canada, and
that the people living in those settlements would spread themselves northward
and engage in the fur trade; and that eventually the fuir trade, which is now
forced through the unnatural channel of Hudson's Bay, would be brought down
through the route that connects Lake Superior with Lake Winnipeg.

9529. In your opinion the distance of that country from the head quarters in
Canada would not impede a very efficient local administration ?-The distance is
not great. I have the distances in milesbetween Red River andYork Factory
and Hudson's Bay on one side, and between Red River and Lake Superior on
the second, and between Red River and St. Peter's on the third, comparing the
three routes to Red River.

2530. Will you state the distances to which you allude ?-Beginning froin
Pembina, which is precisely on the boundary line, there are 163 -miles to the
mouth of Red River; across Lake Winnipeg, 300 miles more; thence to York
Factory, 382 miles; making a total of 845. The route to the Falls of St. An-
thony, that is the route through Minesota, is as follows: from Pembina to the
Sioux River is 310 miles.

2.531. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] Whereabouts is the Sioux ?-It is about half
*way between Pembina and the Crow River; thence to Crow River is 439 miles;
thence to the Falls of St. Anthony, where St. Peter's is situated, I believe, is 300
more; making a total of 1,049 miles from the frontie. From Pembina to, Fort
Alexander, that is down the river and up and, across the Lake to Winnipeg
River; the Winnipeg River, is 230 miles; up the Winnipeg River to the Lake
of the Woods is 175 miles; across the Lake of the Woods is 75 miles; thence
to Fort William, on Lake ,Superior, is 453 miles; making a total of 933 miles.
That is a circuitous route. A shorter route is by gping 'rom Red River direct
to the Lake of the Woods by Rat River or Reed Grass River, which enables us
to avoid obstructions in Winnipeg River. It shortens the route by 405 miles,
leaving the distance between the settled part of Red River and Lake Superior
528 miles, the shortest route of any.

2532. Is there a portage from the Rat or Reed Grass River across to the Lake
of the Woods ?-There is an actual outlet, by the account of Major Long, who
has made a topographical survey of the whole of that district; he was sent

there by order of the United States Government, and has published the mnost
minute aad reliable account of that territory which we have.

2.53. Seothat it is a continuous water communication ?-Yes.
2.534.-Mr. Roebuck.] You just now said that you thought that that portion

of the territory east of the Rocky Mountains should- be aggregated to Canada
-and submitted to its jurisdiction ?-Yes.

2535. Would not it be possible- to erect that territory into a separate indi-
vidual colony, bordering upon Canada, just as Minesota borders upon another
State in the United States ? -There is not capital or wealth enough in that ter-
ritory to develope its resources.

2536. Do you know the number of inhabitants required to make a territory
in the United States ?-I forget the exact- number ; I am not certain.

2537. It must begin at some time, and would it not be possible to ereet it into
a separate colony so soon as a sufficient number of ifthabitants got there to
create a body of persons subject to dominion ?-The Red River Settlement is
now capable of being formed into such a territory, as far as regards the number
of the population.

2538. Why would you aggregate it to Canada ?-I think it would be more
advisable, because the Canadians would assist in the development of the
resources of this -great territory, whereas the Red River settlers have not the
means of doing justice to the country in which the settlement is placed.

2539. Hlow does it happen that the Canadians would be more able to
develope the resources of the count'y, if the country were under the dominion
of the Governmient of Canada, thian if it were governing itself ? -There would

be
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be a greater interest on the part of the Canadians to open up a communica- Mr. A. Is6ister.
tion; for exaniple, between Lake Superior and Lake Winnipeg. They would
be directly'interested in the fur trade, and they would apply capital to the 5 March 1857.
opening up of a practicable route, which.the Red River people have no means
of effecting.

2540. Would they beý more directly interested when the country was unider
their own dominion than when the country was governing itself ?-I believe
they would; they are asking for the territory.

2541. I suppose you are speaking of the interests of individuals, not of the
interests of the States?-I am speaking of the interests of the Canadas as a
province; I think they would be more directly interested in the Red River
territory if, it formed a portion of Canada, if it was called Canada North, for
example, than if it was erected into a separate State, as you suggest.

2542. Then do you suppose that the people of the United States are not so
much interested in the settlement of Minesota, now that it bas become 4
State, as they would have been if it had been aggregated to Iowa ?-I do not
think the parallel holds good exactly, for in one case you aggregate one State
to another State, but here you aggregate an undeveloped country to a richer
country than itself.

2543. Supposing Minesota to be a territory, do you thinï' that 1thepeople
of the United States would be more interested in peopling-that territory if it
were united to Iowa than as a separate territory ?-That is a question which it
is difficult to answer. I do not think that these considerations freigh with
people in settling Minesota at all.

2544. Do you mean this, that the government under wiich the country is,
if the country be well governed, is not a matter of consideration with private
adventurers ?-I think that in the United States it is generally understood that
all territories are governed pretty nearly in the same way; that a good govern-
ment is obtained in all the States.

2545. If there were a good government in that territory, and that good
government were derived from the people themselves rather than from Canada,
do you think that there would be the same interest in the people of Canada to
aid and assist in the settlement of that country ?-I am not competent to
answer that question. I can only give my own opinion, which is what I have
said before, that there would be a greater interest on the part of the Canadians
in developing the resources of that country if it formed a portion of Canada
than if it formed a separate "province ; for we all know that there is a certain
jealousy between the British provinces of North America; for instance, I think
Canada East would do more for Canada West than it would do for Nova Scotia,
which is a separate province.

2546. Lord Stanley.] As I understand you, your great object is to obtain a
convenient line of communication from the Red River to Canada ?-Yes, that
is the great desideratum for those territories.

2547. Red River having at present no outlet excepting the long and incon-
venient one by Hudson's Bay and the one through the United States ?-Yes.

2548. And you think that the resources of the Red River Settlement are not
in themselves sufficient to contribute materially towards the makng of such- a
line of communication ?-I believe they are not.

2549. Therefore, if the work is to be done at all, it must be done either by
the assistance of the Imperial Government or by Canada ?-Precisely so.

2550. Sir John'Pakington.] You stated just now that the Iludson's Bay Com-
pany obstructed the seulement of Indians near the missionaries; did you mean
to make tIsat statement, generally or only with reference to the Red River Set-
tlement ?--Generally; and I referred to certain missionaries who could give
more special information upon the point than I can.

25 i. How do you know the fact ?-It bas been stated to me by themselves.
2552. Mr. Grogan.] Is it within your knowledge that the settlers at the Red

River Settlement complain of- the existing form of government ?-They have
done so; they did so when the petition was sent over here.

2,53. Do they stil adhere to the complaint which they made gt that time ?-
I believe they have practically taken the government into their own hands.

2554. -Is it within. vour knowledge that any application or complaint was ever
made to the Governnent of'America on the subject ?-There was a petition
addressed by the Red River settlers to the AmericanGovernment, I believe.

0.25., R 2 2555. Did
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ister. 2555. Did you ever see a copy of that petition ?-I have a rough copy of it;
but whether it is autlientic or not I have no means of saying.

857. 2556. You are not able to speak of your own knowledge ?-No; but there
is a gentleman who can do so; Mr. M'Laughlin.

2557. Mr. Adderley.] What is the date of the petition ?-It was about 1846,
at the time of the excitement connçcted with the Oregonfboundary question. .

2558. What was the general purport of the petition '-I believe that they
desired the Aierican Government to annex the Red River territory to the
United States, and promised them assistance against the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany, in the event of a war; I believe that was the object of it.

2559. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Was that John M'Laughlin ?-Yes.
2560. Mr. Roebuck.] How many years were you in the country before you

left it ?-l Vwas there up to about the age of 19, with the exception of about
four years that I was at school in this country; I was al that time in those
territories.

2561. When you left the territory you were about 20 years of age ?-
Under 20.

2562. You had a full opportunity of judging of the climate ?-Yes; and
more especially from, w1a I have since read of the climate, and facts which 1
have collected beariupo it.11.

2563. Judging from your knowled of the'climate of the country, how far
north do you suppose it to be'a habi ble country, and one in which settlement
could be made ?-I have myself rais corn as far north as Fort-Norman, which
is near the Arctic Circle, on Ma enzie's River; I have raised barley and
potatoes there.

2564. When you use the word" corn," do you mean. Indian corn or cerealir'
Barley and oats; chiefly barley I have also raised potatoes.
2565. Do you.know the latitu of Fort Norman?-It is about latitude 64 or

65, I believe.
2566. How many miles is t at north of our boundary ?-I could hardly

answer the question without ref ence to a map; it is upwards of 1,000 miles.e
2567. It would be a sufficien territory to make a large state ?-A very large

state indeed.
2568. Mr. Bell.] Fort No an is near the Great Béar Lake, is it not; the

most northerly.lake on the mn p ?-It is opposite the Great Bear Lake.
2569. Mr. Joebuck.] The in your opinion settlement might extend to the

Great Bear Lake ?-It is po sible.
2570. Mr. Edward Ellic .] Is it probable ?-No, I believe it is not probable;

for there is such an im ense extent of territory south: of it that .t is not
necessary.

2571. Mr. Roebuck.] aking half way, would wheat ripen half way up to the
Great Bear Lake ?-I h ve here the limits of the cultivation of all these cereal
grains from observatio . Wheat grows freely, according to the statement of
Sir John Richardson, ho has paid a great deal of attention to that subject,_as
far north as the bank of the Saskatchawan River.

2572. The North or South Saskatchawan ?-There is but one branch where
the wheat has been ied. The southern branch is not occupied at all by the
Hl udson's Bay Comp ny. Wheat grows occasionally, but it cannot be depended
upon, at Fort Liard, on one of the tributaries of the Mackenzie River. It is the
most northerly situ/ation which I know where wheat has ever been attempted.
Barley grows as far north as Fort Norman. It has been tried at Fort Good
Hope, and has failed. The limit of the growth of potatoes may also be said to
be Fort Norman. / Although they have 1een raised at Fort Good Hope, I believe
the crop may be /considered a failure. Maize, or Indian corn, is cultivated
in what is called its greenstate, between the parallels of 490 and 51°; beyond
that it is*uncertan.

2573. Will it 'pen there ?-It ripens very well at Red River, which is about
49", and I believ. it is grown at Cumberland House.

2574. Mr. Lý? ] s it bear the grain at ied River ?-Yes, very large;
as well as it doec in thé States of Amerièa. A kind of rice,, called " wild rice,"
is grown in the territory between Lake Winnipeg and Lake Superior; in the
lakes and riveks, in very large quantities 'indeed, It is the chief food of the
Chïppewa Indirns.

î . "2575. Mr.
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2575. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Have you seen the Indian grain ripen at Red Mr. A. Iabiser.
Riv7er ?-Repeatedly; at least the Indian corn.

*576. Mr. RoebucA.] Have you ever been in Vancouver's Island ?-I have 5 March 1857.
not.

2577. Mr. Adderley.] Do you know of any amelioration of climate by cul-
tivation ?-I have heard of frosts . in the Red River Settlement injuring the
crþs ; but in my time I never heard of such cases, and I presume from that
thWt the cultivation does ameliorate the climate.

i578. Mr. Bell.] Do you know anything of the fisheries on Mackenzie River?
-Nothing, except from what I have seen there myself. There is no account
of the fisheries anywhere. A few fish are found in the river, but it is not a
pro'ductive fishery.

Ï79. It is not valuable ?-It is not valuable. I presume you allude to the
fishery iu the river itself ?
. 2g8o. Yes, or towards the mouth ?-There is a valuable whale fishery to the
north of it.

ýSi. Have you reason to believe that the regions where there are whales
-woû@d be accessible to whalers ?-I believe that wbalers have gone into that
pate round by Behring's Straits. I have not the document by me, but the
President of the Geographical Society, Admiral Beechy, in his address to the
Geographical Society, about two years ago, gave a statement that the United
States had derived from that portion of the Arctic Sea, in the shape of oil and
other materials from the iwhale fishery, a return of about, I think, 7,000,000
dollêrs. I cannot undertake to state the sum.

582. Did you ever hear of any porpoise fishery near the niouth of Mac-
kenzie's River ?-I know that whales are abundant there, for I have seen portions
of _te skin of the whale in the possession of the Indians who usually visited
our establishments.

2 83. Wyhen you were in the Mackenzie River district, were spirits intro-
ducrd among the Indians ?-Not in the Mackenzie River district.

25ý84. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Will you look at the mouth of the Mackenzie
River. Do you see Baring Island just beyond it ?-I know Baring Island-

er85. Was not that the place where Captain McClure was laid up for so
many years and nearly lost ?-Yes; the large Baring Island, for there are two.

2.86. it is in the Arctic Sea?;-Yes.
U87. Mr. Bell.] That is considerably north of the mouth of Mackenzie River?
Yes, and to the east considerably.
2S88. Mr. Edward Ellice.] The navigation off the mouth of Mackenzie River

is n4t free, is it ?-That bay is generally open in the summer.
:'Z,9. How do you gêt at it ?-By Behring's Straits.
2Îo. Is it always accessible fromn Behring's Straits ? -There are no means

of as ertaining that : it has been got at through Behring's Straits, and also
through Mqckenzie's River. Franklin passed from Mackenzie's River up
towat4s Behring's Straits, and Pullen and others came from Behring's Straits
to MÀkenzie's River.

2àâ1. Do Captain Collinson's and Captain Mc Clure's accounts lead you to
suppose that there is a free navigation generally through Behring's Straits to
the touth of the Mackenzie River ?-I hâve seen nothing to disprove the im-
pression on my mind that that part of the Aretie Ocean is generally open and
aéèsible, but I know that itis not accessible more to the north of that.

25 . Mr. Bell.] What.sort of a river is Mackenzie River; is it a navigable
rer A very fine large navigable river.

2593. To what distance up from'the mouth is it navigable without rapids or
otier obstructions ?-There is one immaterial obstruction near Fort Good Hope.
1 knoi of no other, until you come to the Great Slave Lake.

,25g4. Do youmean that vessels of any considerable size could pass, with the
exception of that obstruction at Fort G.ood Hope, into the Slave Lake ?-Yes,
withotit any interçuption whatsoever; it is a beautiful river.

5 . Mr. Addç-ley.] Fo- h~iï* any iioiths in the year is it so navigable?
-- ice opens at Fort Simpson', vhicb is the -first fort from the Great Slave
Lake,about the-beginning of May. I should say that it opens at the mouth in
abott<a month after, and it closes about October, generally.

2599. Mr. Bell.] From the Slave Lake into Athabasca Lake, up'the Slave
River, is there much obstruction ? -he Slave Lake itself is navigable, but the

Sa 3 Slave
l e
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AJr. A. isbiaer. Slave River, which connects the great Slave Lake with Athabasca Lake, is
interrupted by frequent portages.

March 1857- , 2597. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Do you think, practically speaking, navigation
could be carried on there with steamboats ?-On the Mackenzie's River, un-
doubtedly.

2598. Do you think they could be got there ?-They must be either built on
the banks of the Mackenzie's River, or they must be got by Behring's Straits.

2599. Mr. Blackburn.] I tbink you stated that the company had thrown ob-
stacles in the way of exportation froin Red River. What obstacles ?-There were
two gentlemen of the name of AlcDermot and Sinclair, (the case, I believe, has
been reported in evidence before,) who desired to engage in the tallow trade
from the buffaloes, of which there are immense numbers in the plains to the
west of Red River. The tallow was taken down to York Factory.

2600. But you said by way of Pemubina 'and the United States ?-I do not
know that I stated that in particular, but I stated general obstructions; between
the United States and the Red River the obstacles were simply fiscal obstacles
in the way of customs.

260. By the United States ?--Goods imported from the United States to the
Red River, and goods exported from the Red River to the United States, pay,
or did pay, a very heavy duty.

2602. To whom ?-To the Hudson's Bay Company, at the time to which I
refer,

2603. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Was not duty also paid by the Hudson's Bay
Company itself upon those imports ?-I am not aware whether it was so or not,
but 1 believe it to be, probable.

2604. Do you know for what purpose that duty was levied ?-I believe- it
went to the Red River Colonial Treasury.

2605. To the settlement ?-Te the seulement, so far as I know.
2606. Mr. Roebuck.j Your statement, I think, is this : that the Hudson's Bay

Company levies a duty upon exports and upon imports too ; am I right in that
supposition ? -Upon goods going ôut from Red River to the United States, I
am not aware that any export duty is levied. When I said exports and imports,
I spoke of the obstructions which were thrown in the way of exports and imports.

2607. What obstructions are there upon exports from Red River to America ?
-If they are furs or buffalo robes, I believe they have been prevented from
being taken at all.

2608. So that the Hudson's Bay Company prevent any exports of fur from
their territories into the United States ?-I believe so.

2609. Mr. Edward Ellice.] That they claim by virtue of their monopoly?
-Yes.

2610. Mr. Roebuch.] And by that means they prevent the people of Red
River Settlement paying for anything which they might pay for by that means ?
-Yes.

261 1. So that that is one obstruction to trade ?-Yes.
2612. I suppose the great means of commerce which those people'possess

consists in peltries ?-I know of no otherarticle which would bear the cost of
transport between Red. River and any part either in Hudson's Bay or in the
United States.

2613. So that the Hudson's Bay Company, preventing the export of peltries,
really puts an end to all commerce in that country,?-Yes.

2614. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Did you hear Mr. Kernaghan's evidence on the
last day; Mr. Kernaghan stated that he complained of the trade being diverted
by Pembina, instead of going to Lake Superior; and he stated that as many as
500 wagons went dôwn to St. Paul's from the Red River and sold their gopds
there, and came back again with supplies to the Red' River ; was that a fact or
not ?-I believe that there, is a caravan which leaves the Red River for the
United States very often; what they take out with them I do not know;
I think it is chiefly for the purpose of getting supplies there that they do go.

2615. But they must take out something to buy the supplies which they
bring back ?-Yes; it is chiefly merchants in the colony.'

2616. Youw do not know it of your persônal knowledge, not having-beentheré
so long; but have you heard that the Company tihrow any obstructions or
obstacles in the way of these caravans going there, and that they try to prevent
them ?-I do not know.

2617. Mr.
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261 7. Mr. Boebick.] You do not know if one of those wagons was loaded up
to the top with furs whether it would be obstructed or not by the Company e-
It would be seized; I know that there is a case of that kind on record.

2618. So that if a trader traded away his goods for furs with the United
States lie would not be allowed to take back those furs into his own country ?-
I do not think ie would.

,26i9. Mr. Edward Ellice.] That would be an infringement of the Company's
licence ?-Preciiely.

2620. Mr. Roebuck.] Therefore the Company's licence opposes trade in that
country ?-To that extent it does ; there are other matters which are mentioned
in this land deed which appear to be obstructions.

2621. Mr. Grogan.] What are they ?-Tiose holding land are not allow.ed
to import goods into Red River from any port but the port of London, nor from
any part in that port of London but from warehouses belonging to the Hudson's
3ay Company, nor in any other vessel or ship than the Company's ship. They

are not allowed to introduce these imports into any port but one in Hudson's
Bay, Port Nelson,,which is named as York Factory, and there they must pay a
customs duty of five per cent.

2622. Mr. Edward Ellice.] In what page of the'deed is that?-The first
page.

2623. What line ?-About 10 lines from the bottom.
2624. Of what date is that deed ?-1844.
2625. Mr. Aderley ] Supposing the whole of this territory to be taken out

of the hands of the Hudson's Bay Company, do you think that you could make
your property at the Red River Settlement more profitable than you now do ?
--It would become more profitable in the course of time with the increase of

population.
2626. Do you yourself consider, as the owner of property in the Red River

Settlement, that the claims of the Hudson's Bay Company interfere with your
making the greatest profit of your property ?-I do. I think that my property
would be more valuable under the administration of Canada, for example, than
under the administration of the Hudson's Bay Company. It would become more
profitable in the course of time. No immediate change probably would take
place.

2627. Do you suppose that if the territory altogether was handed over from
the Hudson's Bay Company to the Canadian Government,it would instantly
alter your mode of treatment of that property ?-It is not likely that I shall ever
return to R ed River in my life ; therefore I cannot answer that question directly.
But I think it would have a very immdiate effect upon those living in the ter-
ritory; they would have an outlet for their produce in a very short time.
People from Canada would come in who would require flour and other produce,
which would give a ready market for all that the settlers can raise.

2628. Do you consider that it would increase both the outlet of the trade of
the country itself and the immigration of people into the country ?-Yes, one
would follow the other; one is intimately connected with the other.

2629. Mr. Edward Ellice.] That is to say, if there werea good communica-
tion made with Canada ?-Yes.

2630. Mr. Adderley.] And you think that that good communication would be
more likely to be inade under those circumstances ?-I see no prospect of its
ever being made otherwise.

2631. Mr. Blackburn.] I think you said that it was a very fine country and
fit for settlement between Lake Winnipeg and Lake Superior ? -In parts.

2632. lave you ever been through it yourself ?-No; I judge from descrip-
tions.

2633. Mr. Lore.] Is there anything else which you wish to state to the
Conmmittee'- Only that it is very desirablç, I think,. on the part of thisR Com-
tnittee, to endeavour to have that territory conveyed to Canada as speedily as
possible, for the United States have their eye upon this settlenient, and I believe
are fonenting the discontents which are going on there. I bold in my hand
extractsfrom a treaty between the United States Government apd the Indians
and half-br-eeds occupying~the upper part ofTthe Red River Valley, the object of
which obviously is to get the Red River settlers now within our territory to their
side of the border.

2634. Mr A ddcrley.] To Minesota h--Yes.
0.25. R 4 2635. Mr.

Mr. A. Isb ster.

5 March 1857.
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Mr. A. Lbister. 2635. Mr. Lowe.] Whence do you get that treaty ?-Tt is in a book published
by Mr. Ross, of the Red River Settlement; it is extracted from the Minesota

5 March 1857. Pioneer of the 30th of October 1851.
2636. Mr. Grogan.] Do you refer to Mr. Alexander Ross ?-Yes.
2637. Mr. Lowe.] What is the date of that treaty?-1851.
2638. Between whom is it ?-Between the United States Government

and the Indians and half-breeds who lay a claini to the upper part of the
Red River territory. The object was to induce the Red River half-breeds to
go up and lay claim to the territory; they give them 30,000 dollars in hand,
and for the next 20 years annually the sum of 19,000 dollars, except 2,000
dollars of it which is reserved by the President. The object is to get them
there 'and keep them there; therefore I think it is desirable that there should
be immediate action in reference to this territory, otherwise there is a likelihood
of their being drawn over to the United Staies to our prejudice.

2639. Mr. Grogan.] You mentioned to us that cereal crops could be grown
up to a very high latitude in your knowledge; is there anything peculiar in
the formation of the land, or the geological qualities of the land, that would
conduce to the growth of those crops ?-Wherever the limestone secondary
formations occur, there agriculture can be carried on; that is to say, in all the
country intervening between the great lakes and the Rocky Môuntains; all to
the east of that district, with the exception of a small district round Hudson's
Bay, is a granitic region filled withl lakes and swamps; there cultivation to any
great extent is not practicable, I believe.

2640. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] In ColonelLefroy's evidence he speaks of the
frozen ground, and says that the soil is never thawed; that it is permanently
frozen ; can you explain what he means by that ?-The northern parts of both
the Asiatic and American continents down to a considerable extent have the
soil frozen for several feet deep. I believe that the ground ice, as it is called,
commences in those parts of America which have an average annual tempera-
ture of 32 degrees ; that is a little to the north of the Saskatchawan River. It
goes on increasing in depth until about Fort Simpson, where there is about 17
feet of permanently frozen ground. It thaws to a considerable extent in the
summer season. 'But that-loes not interfere with the growth of trees, because
they spread their roots-over the frozen subsoil just as they would spread their
rots over this table.

2641. Mr. Kinnaird.) They donot sink into it ?-They do not sink into it;
but those trees which have a large tap root, such as the oak and the other
deciduous trees, do not flourish in tho e portions7 of the country which have a
permanently frozen soil.

2642. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] To what depth does the soil thaw in the
sumumer time ?-At Fort Simpson, for example, in latitude 621, the thaw in Oc-
tober extended down to 11 feet. There was an experiment made in that place ;
that was the whole of the summer thaw. At York Factory, which is nearly in
the sane latitude, I believe, on the shores of Hudson's Bay, the thaw had pene-
trated only three feet. At Severn, which is further south, it had penetrated
about five feet. All these experiments are detailed in the Edinburgh New Philo-
sophical Journal for January 1841. A great variety of experiments were made
and compared with experiments made in Siberia by Professor Bäer, of St.
Petersburgh.

2643. In the country that you are now speaking of there are thick forests of
timber ; at-Fort Simpson, at York Faciory, and at, Severn, it is a wooded coun-
try ?-It is a well wooded country.

2644. In the event of the country being settled up, and the consequent dis-
appearance of the timber, would any material change be produced on the soil
in respect of thawing ?--If the woods were eut down, and a freer access
afforded to the sun's rays, no doubt the thaw would be greater; but I belleve
that there would be a permanently frozen subsoil, though at a greater depth
from the surface.

2645. Would that ground ice interfere with agrieultural operations?-Not
At all.

2646. Of no ssort ?-No, If the thaw is sufficiently-deep, the frozen subsoil
does not appear to affect the processes of vegetation in the smalleàt degree.
In Siberia, which is in the sane latitude as the northern parts of the Hudson's
13ay Company's territories, there are large crops of wheat every year.

2647. Do
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2647. -Do you think that the country on Mackenzie's River is at ail adapted Mr
to the wants of civilised man ?-The climate is very severe there; but the soil.
so far as I have an opportunity of judging, is tolerably well adapted for cul- 5
tivation. You can raise barley and potatoes very well indeed. -

.2648. Mr. Grogan.] Without risk ?-Without any risk whiatsoever. And on
the river Liard, which comes fron the mountains, you can raise large .crops ;
the soil is better on that river, and wheat has been occasionally raised.

2649. Mr. Bell.] You mean that if there was anything to induce people to
settle there, independent of 'agriculture, they might cultivate agriculture, but
would not be likely to go there for agricultural purýuits alone ?-No; the yield
is not equal of course to the yield of crops in more southern countries.

2650. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] Do you know the Saskatehawan River?-
I was born upon the banký of that river.

2651. Where ?-At Cumberland House.
2652. Do you know anything of the coal on' it ? -I have collected ail the

information upon tbat subject, in a memoir which bas been published by
the Geological Society; there are some specimens of the coal in this country
which have been examined by Mr. Bowerbank, the greatest authority we have
upon these matters, and I believe the general opinion of geologists is, that it
is a tertiary coal.

26.53. Mr. Roebuck.] A .lignite ?-Yes ; however, nothing more than the
surface coal has been examined; I have seen the coal in that portion of the
coalfield running across Mackenzie's River near Great Bear Lake; there is no
doubt that there is a great coalfield theré all the way to the Rocky Mountains;
the coal was tolerable, where I saw it.

2654. If that country is granitie, how cones it that there is tertiary coal
there ?-The country is not grantic; the granitic tract lies east of the great
lakes, which are situated in the ine of fracture between the primary and
secondarv formations, their basins being mostly excavated in the latter. You
flnd the east side always granitic, and the west side always limestone, or some
secondary formation.

2655. So that that portion of the territory lying west of the line which you
speak of is capable of cultiyation because it is upon limestone ?-Yes.

The Rev. Griffith Owcen Corbett, called in; and Examined.

2656. Mr. Lowe.] ARE you a Clergyman of the Church of England ?-Yes. Re
2657. Have you been in the Hudson's Bay Company's territory ?-Yes.
2658. During wbat period ?-I left England in 1851 and arrived at Quebee.

I then went to Montreal, stayed there till the navigation opened up, and thence
I went to Buffalo, across the territory to Chicago; from Chicago to the Mis-
sissippi, and up the Mississippi 400 miles to St. Paul, and from St. Paul along
the St. Peter's River, and thence up towards the Missouri to Pembina, and from
Pembina to Red River.

26.59. How long did you reside in the Hudson's Bay Company's territories?
-About three years. I left in 1855. I took charge of the Grand liapids Dis-
trict, St. Andrew's, as it is now called, the largest parish on the Red River.

2660. Whereabouts is that? -About 15 miles fron the seat of govern-
ment.

2661. What was . your duty there?-I had sole charge of the parish, the
Grand Rapids District.

2662. Were you'a chaplain of the Conmpany ?-No.,
~2663. In what capacity were you there -- As a missionary of the Colonial

Cburch and Scbool Society.
2664. Did yoú receive any payment fromu the Company ?--o.
2665. Were you under the Bishop ?-Yes,
2666. Mr. Gordon. Did you ever visit Portage-la-PraiÊe ?-Yes.
2667. Was not thère a desire to forn a missionary settlement et that pbce ?

- Yes.
-2668.r What led-to that~déirë ?-Tëère were a number of settlers congregated

on the Assiniboine River, about 50 or 60 miles from the seat of government,
end these settlers petitioned for a missionary to be despatched to theit for the
instruction of themselves and their children.

0.25. S 2669. Was

.a.hlister.

M1arch 1857.

r. G. O. carbet.
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Jev. 0. O. Corbett. 2669. Vas any objection made to the'formation of a station there ?-Yes.
2670. Mr. Adderky.] What was the date of that objection ?-About 1853,

5 March 1857. I think; the people may have congregated to petition for a missionary earlier
than that date, but I speak in reference to my own visit.

2671. Mr, Gordon.] What objections were made to the formation of a settle-
ment there, and by whom ?- was given to understand that the- Hudson's
Bay Company would not permit the formation of a settlement there.

2672. Lord Stantey.] It is merely hearsay ?-No, it is positive knowledge;
when I arrivçd in the country two stations were placed before me; and I was to
choose ore of the two i ainong other featires connected with these two spots, nI
respect of Poi•tage-la-Prairie, there was the prohibition of the Hudson's Bay

Company, so out of deference to the authorities in the country, as weUl as
for other reasons, I chose 'a station lower down on the same river.

2673. Were you informei of the prqhibition by any of the authorities
themselves ?-Yes, it was welý known throughout the settlement.

2674.' But were you infori ed of it ?-Yes, by the archdeacon and by the
bishop.

2675. You 'were pot inf rmed of it by any officer of the Hudson's Bay
Company ?-I think I had ihtercourse with the officers pf the Hudson's Bay
Company on the me subject.

2676. Were y g tqld to what limits that prohibition extended e-l believe
that the prohi tion would extend as far as this, that no missionary would be
able to obtai his supplies for bis station if lie went to that spot, so that he
would be s ved; if lie ordered his goods, for excample, from Lon4onlhe could
not rely u n getting thein.

2677. ou have misunderstood the question wilich I intended to put to you.
To wh extent of country did this prohibition of settling in a particular part
of the country apply ?-The prohibition was directed to the formation of a
miss nary settlement in one particular place.

7.. MIr. ordon.] What reasons weýe assigned for it?-I believe it was
st ted that the difficulties would be too gre4t in governing the people theqre

d also that the people- might settle lower down towards the colony of Red

River instead of settling so high up on the Assiniboine River; but there was

a desire on the part of the people at Portage-la-Prairie, on account of the

timber, to form a settlement there. They were also driven pp there, I believe,
from the upper part of the settlement on account çf the floods.

2679. Are we to understand that the prohibition was only to a missionary

going and settling there, or to the people collecting there t-To the people
collecting as well, as to rissionaries gong,

2680. Was that opposition persevered in ?-Continuously, for several years;
I believe it kas only recently been abolished.

2681, How has, it been at last overcome ?-By the continued perseverance

of thë missionaries, and by the perseverance of the people there, who turned

out: depermined 4t ail risks to form a rmissio;ary station; and also, 1 believe; by
the Indíans having gathered around thei, and expressed a desire, in comnion

with the settlers, that, a missionary should be appointed to that locality.
2682. Did you ever know of any objection being made 'to the formation of

a missionary sta'tion or settlemejit in any other portion-of the territgry?-We
considered that there were mensures taken which wyere equivalent to a pro-
hibition in reference to'our own station.

2683. What is your own station ?-It is called He~adingly on the Assmiiiboine

River, about 12 miles from the seat of Government,
2684. What measures were taken of, a.prohibitory nature iu regard to that ?

-Immediately after I had begun building a little cottage (for 'we have to

begin with a tent, then a cottage, and then a little chapel), and had settled

down, and the people lad manifested a disposition to gather round me, the
Hudson's Bay Company raised the terms i4ppu which the settlers puld have
lands. The original terms were that each, settler should pay down 2 1. before

he could set his foot upon a lot of land; and atthe tinie of whiçh I speak the

ludson's Bay Company raised the ternis up to 121.; so that no settier could

legally settle down upon a lot of -land without going dclwn-.to lthe-agent of the

Hudson's Bay Coippany, at thefort,and paying 12 .
2685. Was this a stim in addition to the price of the land ?--to;, those were

the termis upon which they could . have it; a sort of deposit or pledge. A
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council of my own people was foiinèd on aceount of this, wishing me to repre-
sent this grievance to the Hudson's Bay Companys officer Accordingly, I
sought an interview with the agent at UpperTFort G, Mr. Bla*ck, who very
kindly received me, and talked over the matter, and promised to represent it to
the authorities in London, but could not promise me aiy rédress. I also repre-
sented it to the bishop, beèause it was the wish of the people that I should do
so. The bishop saicI that the difficulties cotld not have been foreseen, but that
he would represent it in other quarters also. Sinee the bishop's arrival ih
Englad I have asked his Lordship whether any change has taken place for the
better; and be says that it is rather for the worse, because now the people
have to pay down 15 . instead of 121. inme own imnediate district. Therefore
perhaps had not this Committee been sitting, I should have felt a desire, before
returning to the country, to have sought an interview with the Colonial Secre-
Itary, for the purposé of having some change intr'oduced; because we have
appealed to the authorities in the country, and have had no change whatsoever
introduced in my own distrikt.

2686. That deposit which you have spoken'of, you think acts as a quasi pro-
hibition tô settlement ?-Yes: the raising of the terms for the lands ; ptnd it
also mnakes the people indignant, because màny of them say, "We were the
original proprietors of the soil, and now that we wish to settle down and fori
a settlement (and here is a missionary who has come all the way frorn England);
the ternis ar raised so that we cannot pay them ; we have not the neans of
paying thel 

2687. You have mentioned two cases'in which obstructions were, as you
think, made by the Company to the formation of a settlement; can you give
us any other instances .within your own knowledge ?-I can mention other
instances; and I can also, with reference to this ýubject, give an éxtract from
a letter which I received recently from a missionary at the Red River' Settle-
ment, who says: "Sir George Simpson expressed his displeasure at Archdeaeon
Cochrane's proceedings at the Portage-la-Prairie, -and required that he with-
draw and the place be left vacant; to which the àrchdeacon replied, 'I wonder
Sir George Simpson does not know me better; he thoüght to send me froqi the
Grand Rapids, then to put me out of the indian settlement; and does'he think
I ara now going to quit the portage? I arm surprised that he has not learnt
better by this time."' I have thé original of this letter with me, if the Chair-
mai should like to see it.

2688. Mr. Edward Ellice.} Who is the writer of that letter; is it Archdeacon
Cochrane ?-This was written to me by a missionary ùpon the Red River.

2689. From whom is the letter; it is not from Archdeacon Cochrane ?-No.
:690. It is from a friend of yours ?-It is froin a missionary in the Red River

Settlement.
2691. Mr. Roebuck.J Have you any objection to state his nàme e-I have

not ; he'is the Rev. Mr. Taylor, the agent of the Propagation 'Society.
2692. Mr. Gordon.] Have you known any other case in which the mis-

sionaries either have been, or have thought they have been, desired by the Com-
pany's olficers to quit the post at which they were labouring'?-There was Fort
Alexander, to which. objections were raised in the very same manner.

2693. Where is Fort Alexander ?-It is neac Láke Winnipeg; concerning
that I can read an extract from the sane gentleman, who las written to nie as
follows : " Sir George Simpson has giveh permission now to occupy Fort
Alexander; to that place I suppose Mr. G. (a miissionary), will eventually be
appointed s but strange to say, he was tW confiné himself to the fort, not to
civilise and evangelise the héathen ; nôt to form a locality or permanent
dWelling for the Indians." There is, howe ver, no missionary there, I beliève, at
the present time.

2694. Have you ever heard that the ïauthor>*es of' the Company have
epressed their opinion i4t îit w uld e tter if the missionaries wouIdtiv¥

u~ txeir effôrts there ?--We have heard the state' that if 'missioxaries and
inssionary settiements incréase, chief faetoks and fur trading posts must

deckegse.
269'5. 'Mr. Lowe.] Whom are you speaking of when you say " them" ?-The

agents of the Company. 1
2696. What agents, and where ?-I the neighbourhood of Red River.
2697. What are their names ?-I should prefer not mentioning the names.

0.25. S 2 2698. Will

Rev. 0. O. Corati.

5 March 1857.
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Itev. G. 0. Corbett. 2698. Will you tell us under what circumstances it was mentioned; was it
an official communication, or how was it inade r-There are several instances;

5 March 1857. it was mentioned. on one occasion when some of the agents of the Company
and some of the clergymen were gathered together discussing these tbings.

2699. In the course of conversation ?--Yes.
2700. Lord Stailey.] It was a casual remark named by one person in a con-

versation *-Not a casual remark ; it was a discussion as to how the system of
the Hudson's Bay Company acts in the country.

2701. Mr. Lowe.] This gentleman stated it as his opinion in conversation?
-Yes.

2702. Mr. Roebuck.] And was the conduct of the Company in accordance
with that opinion so given ?-The conduct of the Company, or the system, of
the Company as such, is ëxactly in accordance with it.

2703. Mr. Grogan.] You mention this as having been a conversation among
some clergymen and gentlemen assembled; did they concur in the view which
was so expressed to them; did they throw any doubt ùponthe statement at al?
-Not the slightest.

2704. Mr. Gordon.] Were You ever informed by any missionary there that
he had been desired- to quit 'the country, and that on his request that the
person so desiring him would put that desire into writing, the request had been
declined ?-I have heard Archdeacon Cochrane state that.

2705. Mr. Lowe.] Of himself ?-Of himself; that whed he was going on
building the church at the Grand Rapids, which, is now the chief district in
the Red River Settlement, so great was the excitement occasioned by the
intimidations of Sir George Simpson that .for eight months no settler or native
seemed to possess sufficient courage to lift an axe or hoe to proceed with the
building, and that he was in the greatest possible trouble under the circum-
stances; that Sir George Simpson eventually went to ihn, and told hita that
he had better leave 'the country than build that church ; that he then said,
l Will you put it upon paper; nd 1 will go to Englând if you will?" and that
Sir George declined puttingeit upon paper.,

2706. Archdeacon Cochrane stated this to you, I understand?-He stated
this to me upon the occasion of the raising of the terms of taking the land to
obstruct my own district ;. he said, " I rarely do any good in ,this country
without baving an opposition ; but wÔ have tried in the lower. part of the
tsettlement, therefore go forward." He stated this to mue to encourage tue.

2707. Where ?-At my own station.
2708. When ?--Perhaps in 1853 or 1854.
2709. Was any one else present ?-I am not sure, but still his observations

were well understood in thée settlement.
2710. Is the archdeacon in England ?-No.
2711-,I Mr., Edward Ellice.] He is at Red River, is not he ? -Yes.
2712. Mr. Gordon.] What is the physical character of the country?-It is

very good for agricultural operations.
2713. How far from the banks of the river, in your opinion, might agricultural

operations be profitably extended?- For à very great distance.
2714. More than a mile from the banks ?- 1 haye heard Mr. M'Dermott,

who is, perhaps, the greatest merchant on the banks of the Red River, say,
again and again, that he is quite surprised that the authorities in England do
not extend,the route vid Lake Superior, and open up a grand overland route,
and form a great nation, from Lake Superior right across the Rocky Mountains ;
that it could be done, and that he is surpn'sed that towns and cities have not
been raised up.

2715. Is there timber or coal in the neighbourhood gr yor sstation ?-There'
is a great deal of coal towards the source of the Assiniboine river.

27 16. How far from your station'?--Two hundred or three hundred miles;
which coal might be brought down the river, and whicb it would be very
desirable to work, because timber in those parts of the country is scarce;
the timber might be used for building pu4oses and the coal for fuel.

2717. I suppose that that 50 miles is a very interrupted navigation?-.Tie,
]Hudsors-Bay Company-bring their-fars-and peltries -ll down the-same *ifer in
lar:e bateaux.

, 718. Mr. Bell.] Is that coal on'the Americau side of the frontier or on the
British side ?-On the British side, I believe. 1

1 ~2719. bf-.
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2719. Mr. Gordon.] Do the people in your district find a sufficient market Rev. G. 0. Corbeit.
at the Company's stores for the produce whili they raise ?-By no means.

2720. Is there a quantity of surplus produce ?-There is nota great quantity, 5 March £857.
because they say, " If we raise it we cannot sel it." Consequently we cannot
depend upon them for our supplies ; therefore a good deal of our time is obliged
to be directed to agricultural pursuits, which time might be devoted to educa- .
tional pursuits if the people were, ýsufficieutly encouraged in raising their

.gramn.
2721. It is your opinion, that if there were a sufficient market, even with the

present population, agricultural pursuits inight be profitaply followed to a much
larger extent ?-Yes, to an almost unlimited extent, up to a certain line of
latitude in the north, and still further north 1 believe, as we advance to the
western part of the contjnent.

2722. Mr. Grogan.] What latitude are you ýreferring to?-Perhaps four
degrees or five degrees north of the boundary line, beginning at 87 degrees west
longitude, about two or three degrees north of the ine, and widening up to
five degrees in advancing as far as 127 degrees west longitude.

2723. Mr. Charles Fitlmvilliam.] Will you tell us what the nature of the soil
is about Red River; you say there is a large extent of -country there which
could be cultivated with advantage; what sort of country is it ?-The soil is
alluvial; they cltivate the soil without manuring it; they sow it for 12 and 14
years together, and produce for four quarts, 12 bushels of wheat, 65 or 70 lbs.
to the bushel, which I an told by the fariners of, Engladd really exceeds the
-returns in many parts of Great Britain. ds

2724. You say that there is a large extent of country about Red River which
is capable of cultivation ; is there water in that country ?-Yes.

2725. There are streams running to the Red River?-Yes; fine strea:ms.
2726. Are those streams timbered streams, or is there no wood ?-There is

a fair quantity of-wood along the rivers.
2727. What timber is it?-There are oak,,elm, birch, pine, and white-wood.
2728. What is white-wood ?-It is something like poplar.
2729. What are the other natural vegetableproductions of the country; what

is the nature' ofthe grass ?-Timothygrass grows, I think, and other kinds.
2730. Is it a country which will naturally support cattle ?-Yes.
2731. Haycanbecut?-Yes.
2732. Cattle can live there in the winter?-Yes. They have only to eut

their hay; they have not to make it by turning it over, and so on, but have
simply to eut it down and let it remain one or two days, and then go and collect
it in.

2733. 1 it necessary to house cattle in the winter ?-No, 'not the whole of
the time. They house them at night, but not by day.'

2734. We bave heard sonething of the floods in-that country, are they of
frequent occurrence ?-A .flood had occurred previously. to my arrival , but, I
believe they rarely take place. I think there have been Inly two or three
floods there since I.have had' any knowledge of the country.- Since the forma.
tion of Red River Settlement, there have been only one or two floods.

273.5. Of course the floods occur in the spring time? -Yes.
2736. Has there- been any extraordinary fal of snow in the winter when

there has been'a 'food ? -1 believe that has not been generally noticed ; they
canot attribute the cause solely to the larger quantity of snow ; sometimeà it
has been stated to-be the case.

2737. Mr. Godon.] Do not large numbers of the settlers and lalf-breeds go
to St. Paul's for their supplies, instead of getting goods out, vid Hudson's Bay,
by the Company's ships ?-Yes.'

2738. What is thé cause of that ?-The dissatisfaction which they feel at
present with the Hudsonia Bay Company's-systein.

2739. But why should that dissatisfaction make them seektheir supplies at
St. Pau's ?-Because they cunnot get supplies at a reasonable rate by the
Hudson's Bay route.

274o. Whjy They have 'again. ând againiLskedtethe. Hudsoin'è Btay Com
pany, as far' as i hav been given to understand-by thé settlers themselves,to
itaprove the inland communication up to York Factory by Lake Winipeg
The~ interruptions only coer a distance of about 400 miles; the òther 400
miles might be navigated by a little teamboat, over Lake Winnipeg, which is

<).25, a3 . a lake

1 . .
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Rev. G. O. Corbeti. a lake 300 miles in length. They have again and again told me that they
have asked thé Hudson's Bay Company to improve the inland communication.

s March 1857. Theys have expressed 'a willingness to pay a small tax to the Hùdson's Bay
Company for so doing, but the Hudson's Bay Company have not done se.
One attempt I believe was meile by them at one time to some extent, because
the people became so very clamorous upon the subject, but they failed in car-
rying the thing out to completion ; and the people now say, ' We cannot ask
for any further improvement ; we will go down to the United States of America
and get vip ur -things," lence, perhaps, 200 carts and men, and horses and
oxed, riQnited together, and formed into a large party ; they cross the plains
and they travel not' much. legs than 1,400 miles backwards and forwards, and
expose thbemselves, to great danger and peril, in order to get their supplies at a
reasonable rate in Red River Settlement. I came over with a party numbering
200 carts altogether.

2741. Mr. Edward Ellice.] That is, from St. Paul's ?-To St. Paul's, from
Red River.

2742. Mr. Gordon.] You have stated that the settlers have.made representa-
tions, and petitioned for an improvement in the comdiunication between York
Factory-and Red River î have they ever done so with regard to Lake Superior;
do they think it possible to improve that route ?-There is no interruption all
the way from Red River to the north-western boundary on Lake Winnipeg; it is
all clear 'open watetr; se that the Hudson's Bay Company might at-this very
hour have steamboats, or better means of conveying supplies up from that lake
into the Red River, and the goods might be taken from York Factory to the
entrance of the lake.

2743. Have you travelled that'country ?-No, I have not travelled on the lake.
2744. Surely there is'evidence that that route is very much interrupted by

rapids and other obstructions ?-Not the whole route, only a part of it.
2745. What makes you give so decided an opinion as that?-From constant

intercourse with the people upon- this very subject, because it has become a
matter of publie debate in the country. t

2746. What route would that follow; not that, I suppose, from Lake Winnipeg
down the rivers; I am speaking of the route, by Lake Superior : I understood
you to say that'4here was nu difficulty in that route, which rather, surprised
me?-I meant the other route; but as to the difficulties between Red River
andý Lake Superior, I am told that they are by no means insurmountable.
I have recently had a letter from. a gentleman on the banks of Red River; who
has conversed with a retired ehief factor of the Hudson's Bay Company upon
the subject.

2747. Do you obtain with ease supplies for the use of your station from the
forts of the Company?-Even if the Company were willing to furnish us with
our supplies (and we are not sure of that) we could not get a sufficient quantity.
For example, in, the article of tea there is not always a suficient stock kept in
the country. I have a letter in my hands, in which the gentleman says, " You
will imagine the panie we are all in at the probability of there not being a ship;
the real or supposed straits we shalall be. in; and the plans proposed for a
partial supply of the wants and necessities of this singularly situated people,
dependent on one ship. Oh the casualty, the risk, the uncertainty f-butso it is.
Pray God for us, that we may not this year feel-the sad experience of so serions
a state of things consequent on such inadequate means of supply. But it looks'
gloomy at present ; everything is out; all the stores are bareý and were it not
for wbat the importers from the States brought in, there would now be little or
nothing for the people's use.-

2748, Mr, Edward Ellice.J What is the date of that letter ?-September the
24th, 1855. , 1 .

2749. Mr. Lowé] Do you'object to give the name of the gentleman who
wrote it ?-The saine gentlêïnan.

2750. The Rev. Mr. Taylor?-Ys.
2751. Mr. Gord6n.] The'CompMny selt goods to you, do they not ?-Yes,

some things.
2152. ls there a ieg' rï tarif at their forts by which you know the fixed

price for goods coming froin turope ?-The agent at the fort tells us that ie
lias pot # fixed tarif himself, therefore we cannot get it. There are certain

things
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.things which are fixed; for example, for sait we have to pay 1 s.a quart; Rev-G.O.Corbeta.
and for sugar, I s. a pound; and for rice, 1 s. a pound; that is fixed.

2753. Then there is a fixed tariff for some articles, but not for others? 5 March 1857
-Yes.

2754. Mr. Edward Ellice.] But all those things are also brought in by the
-community from the States ?-Not English salt, that comes froni England.

2755. Is there any obstruction to their being brought in ?-Reçently, since
the large caravans have come in from the States, they have imported all they
have required.

2756. Is there any obstruction on the part of the Company to the bringing
in of those things if the people choose to do so ?- think thçre is none on the
part of the Company in bringing goods in from the United States, with the
exception of efforts recently to put on a very heavy,import duty.

2757. What import duty?-l have been informed they proposed 10 or 20 per
cent.

2758. Do you mean the fludson's Bay Company ?-Yes.
2759. For what purpose was that duty put on ?-I thin>k ostensibly for the

improvement of the roads.
2760. Asyou say ostensibly, have.you anyreaonto suppose that it is turned

to any other purpose, whatever the duty may be ?-I will just: state a.circum-
stance, if you will allow me, which will illustrate the case.

2761. Just answer my question first ; you may state the circumstance after-
wards. Have you any reason to suppose that that -money -is approprlated to
any other purpose than that for which it is stated to be raised?.-,-1 cannot
always say how money, is appropriated.

2762. Why do you say. "ostensibly" ?-For this reason, becanse from Fort
Garry, the sent of government, in a southern direction down to the boundary
line, there is no improvement of the roads whatever-

2763,. Mr. Roebuck.] Do they improve the roads ?-,-By no means in that
direction; because ,the settlers withýwhom I travelled held a council, and they
debated whether they,would pay the import duty or not, and they said, IThe
roads are not. improved; we are obliged towmake our own bridges as we-cross;
we are obliged to wade acrossewith. our carts; we will not pay the import duty."
That was the resolu.tion which was passed. -

2764. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Have you ever, heard that the Hudson's Day
Company pay fortheir own goods to .that same, ostensible fund, the same duty
that is charged upon goods coming in from America ?-1 think the Hudson's
Bay Company get their supplies chiefly from IIudson's Bay.

2765. I ask yôn whether the Company pay upon their own importsby Hud-
son's Bay the sanie duty that they charge upon the imports fron the American
frontier ?-They may do so, but i have had no-fact to show it.
.2766. Have you ever heard the circumstance of their having done soe?-No;

they may do so; I have no doubt but what they comply-with those rules.
2767. You know that there are rules ?-Thëremay be rules; at least the party

with whom I travelled said- that they woukl have to pay so much for importing
their own stipplies.

2768. Y ou said that the Company complied with the rule ?-I have not said
that they actually did ; but that I had no doubt they did.

2769. Have you anyeasonto believe that the rule applies to the Company
a& well as to those partiegwith whom you travelled ; do you believe that that
rule is a common one?-1 am notaware how the Company act with refernce
to these rules at all.

2770. Ibo you know that thoseTrules apply to the Company; Lamniot talking
of whether the _Company have complied with them or have not ?-The rulés-
apply to all parties I should think,

2771. Mr. Gordon.] Torevert tothe subject of the tarff, what price do you
pay for cloth ;- is that one of the articles upon which there is a fixed price ?-
No, I think not; there is no fixed price on cloth and blankets.

2772. Do you know what sort and number of -articles have a fixed, price;
you mentioned sait and sugar and some other article,' are there a great number
of articles in -common use. that -have.a-fixed" ta'rif?-There may be r I have
simply sent on some occasion for thertariff, oar e staterient as to -the price of
certain articles, but I havé not teen able to get, it., -

2773. Mr. Edward Elliced You stated that 20 per cent. was charged upon
0.25. s 4 goods
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Rev.G. O.£obett. goods'coping into the colony; do you state that as a fact within your own
knowledge ?- said that it was proposed that 10 or 20 per cent. should be

5March 8/57. charged. This was probably assumed from the York factory import duty, fixed
Se Minutes of at 20 per cent. by the Council of Rupert's Land, of loth June 1845.

ouncen 2774. Do you know whether 10 per cent. is charged ?--The people resolved
not to pay the duty, whatever it was; I do not know whether it bas been paid
since.

2775. Do you know whether-10 per cent. is cbarged upon goods coming in
from States i-I am not sure, because the people with whom I travelled held a
council when they got to the boundary line, a small river; they said, "We are
upon the boundary, Pshall we pay upon returning or. not ?" They said, "We will
not pay because there are no roads improved."

2776. Do you know that that whieh they debated aboutand refused to pay
wasl0 per cent i-It was 10 or 20.

2777. Are you sure ?-1 have no doubt of it.
2778. Mr. Rocéuck.] Was there a denand of any payment made by any

oflicer on that occasion ? when you Were crossing the boundary and came to
that resolution, was that resolution put to the test by a demand on the part of
any authority ?-It was màde public, and doubtless became known to the
Company's officers.

2779. Was any demand inade by the authorities of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany for any duty upon your imports ?-I went down with that party and did
not return with them, so that I do not know.

2780. Mr. Lowe.] Where'-is the duty paid ?--I suppose at Fort Garry.
2781. Mr. Roebuck.] Did they make this arrangentent upon leaving the pro-

vince P-Fort Garry is situated a degree north of the boundary U"ne, and it was
after we had passed out Qf the settlement, or when we had reached the boun-
dary line, that they held a council and said, "Shal we, when we are going
back again, pay, or shall we not ?" and, they said, " No, we will not ;" whether
they did or did not I cannot say, because I have not been in the bountry sin e.

2782. They made tliat resolution, then, upon leaying the territory?-Y
2783. Mr. Eduard Ellice.] Are you sure that you are not confusing the

export duty with the iÏmport duty, or rather that you are not confusing the
import duty into the States with the import duty into Red River ?- I am
speaking now -about the payment levied upon goods imported from America into
Red River; and I have been since informed that-4 per cent. was paid on the
return of the party from the States.

2784. Mr. Gordon.] How do yôu settle your accounts with the Company for
goods ?--Formerly we used jo settle them annually ; recently we have done so
half-yearly, by abi1 f.exchange.

42785. Do the Comphiy charge any per-centage upon the bills of ex.change?
-Just before leaving the country I believe 10 per cent. was proposed.

2786. You say " proposed' and I observe that you have several times used
that word ; what do you mean by " propòsed "?-It was a proposition made
when the Governor-in-Chief visited the colony.

2781. Made to whom -- To the Couneil which Ie meets at the Red River
colony, as I understood.

2788. Mr. Edward Eliice.] Did' the Council adopt the proposition ?-Five
per cept. was paid ; the ,10 per cent. was tried, as a kind' of feeler for the
public. There was a feeling of indigiation against it, and five per cent. was I
believe ultimately paid ; but there was so much opposition, even against the
live -per cent., that I am not sure but that the five per cent. has been practically
pullified, however much the rule may remain in force by the bills beixg sent
through another channel.

2789. Mr. Gordo».] That is a profit to the Company ?-Yes.
2790. Then if I understand that system rightly, as it çomes before us in the

Evidenee, the Company first get a profit by selling the goods to you, and then
a further profit by the bills which you give them in payment ?-Yes.

9, i-. HöWis the pôst carried on ?--There is a monthly mail, which bas
been established by the United States Governrment; the people became tired of
the yearly mail, and the Amierican Governnent made an- appropriatiòn, and
despat~ched a mail up to the highest post in the Minesota territory, Pembin,

and sorde of the intelligent portion of tlie laymen and clergy of the Red River
people rmet together, formed a little ,committee, and that committee resulted in

the
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the formation of a little post-office at Red River; by means of that little post-
office the letters are sent fromn Red River to Pembina to meet the American
mail, and in that way letters go to and fro. In the recent letter which I received
fron Red River the gentleman seemed to rejoice in the fact that they were soon
to have a letter-bag and a stamp, by which letters would be stamped, and would
be sent backwards and forwards in a leather bag.

2792. You say that the mail is sent up by the American Government to the
American post, is there an American post at Pembina ?-Yes.

2793, Is Pembina within the American frontier ?-Yes.
2794. Is it occupied now ?-Yes.
2795. By whom?-By the Americans.
2796. By American settlers ?--They have a fur trading post, a "fort,' aüd

also a little settilement there; there is also a garrison there. ?
2797. Mr. Edward Ellice.] That fort is not occupied in winter, is it ?-It is

occupied all the year round; 1 cainped there myself; I slept there two or three
nights.

2798. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliamn.] Is it a military post ?-There are a garrison
and a fur post, and a settlement of Indians and halfbreeds there. I believe
some of them hate gone over the frontier froin Red River.

2799. Mr. Gordon.] How far is Pembina from Red River ?-Seventy or
eighty miles fromu the seat of Government.
- 2800. But from the boundary line? It is as close as possible to the boundary

line.
2801. Do you know whether any facilities for settlement are afforded near

the frontier bythe United States 'at the,,présent time ?-I believe they are giving
every facility. When I came down, I found gentlemen from America up as far
as Otter-tail Lake making claims, and thence as far up as Pembina.

2802. Where is that ?-I suppose it is 150 miles at least to the north of St.
Paul's; it is a lake well marked upon the map, I think.

2803. Mr. CharlesFitzwilliam.] Is it another St. Peter's,or on the Mississippi?
-It empties its waters into the Red Rivér, I believe.

2804. Mr. Lowe.] Is it one of the head waters of the Red River ?-Yes, one
of the sources.

2805. Mr. Greoni Have you, during your stay at the Red River, known
parties of settle, with Swhom you were personally acquainted, leave the Red
River for the United States or elsewhere, from dissatisfaction with the Govern-
ment ?-I met with a gentleman at St. Paul, Mr. Doll, a stationer and bookseller
at St. Paul, yho, has a flourishing business, and he told me that, from the
inconveniences i4hich he had found at the Red River Settlerpent, and the
discouragemnents thrown in his way, he had left ; but he is now doing well at
St. Paul; other parties also have left.

2806. To your own knowledge ?-Yes.
2807. Mr. Edward Ellice.]' What had Mr. Doll been at the Red River ?-

I believe a portion of the time lie had been in the Hudson's Bay Company's
service.

2808'. What was the discouragement which he met with ?-The usual dis-.
couragements experienced by people in the colony.

2809. Mr..Gordon.] What are they ?-The difficulties they have of getting
their goods ; the difficulty of getting representations from the colony, &c. &c.

281o. Mr. Edward Ellice. What do you call "representations from the
colony"?-The people think that they ought to have a voice in representing
their grievances; that, in short, there should be a representative government
in the colony.

Rev. G. O. Corbett.

5 Mirch 1857-

0.25.
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Lune, 90 die Martii, 1857.

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Mr. Bell. M r. Percy Herbert.
Mr. Blackburn. Mr. Kinnaird.
Mr. Edward Ellice. Mr. Labouchere.
Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam. Sir John Pakington.
Mr. Gordon. Lord John Russell.
Mr. Gregson. Viscount Sandon.
Mr. Grogan. Lord Stanley.

~THE RiGnT HON. HENRY LABOUCHERE, IN TUE CHAIR.,

The Rev. Grijlth Owen Corbett, called in; and further Examined.

Rev.. O. Corbet,~ 2811. Mr. Gordon.] HAVE you ever travelled in company with the Ameri-
éan fur traders ?-Yes.

9 March 1857. 2812. For any, considerable distance ?-For upwards of 1,000 miles.
2813. Near the frontier,?-Yes. of
2814. Had you any opportunities of observing their manner of trading in

furs ?-I had opportunities obtained from tenting with them night after night,
and camping near their forts on the western route fron Minesota up to Red
River, and on the eastern route fron Red River down to Crow Wing.

2815. Mr. Edward Ellice.] That is in the American territory ?-Yes.
2816. Mr. Gordon.] Did you ever see them engaged in trading for the furs ?

-Not a great deal.
2817. Did you ever see them make use of spirits as a means of barter for

furs ?-No; I never saw any spirits'among any of then.
2 818. Have you reason then to believe that spirits are not used by them as a

means of barter ?-1 never saw a drop of spirits in any of their camps or tents,
butT haveheard the Honourable N. W. Kitson; the representative of Minesota,
remonstrate against the use of spirits as used on the northern side of the
boundary line.

2819. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Whom did he remonstrate with ?-He has re-
monstrated in the presence of the camp.

2820. But with whom ? -I cannot say that he has remonstrated with any
individual in particula; but he has expressed hiniself in very indignant terms
In my presence.

2821. Mr.'Gordon.] Whom did lie remonstrate against ?-Against the Hud-
sôn's Bay Company's fur traders.

2822., Mr. Edward Ellice.] How did the remonstrance arise ?--He spoke of
the increasingly large quantity, as he represented it, of rum which was
employed ainongst the Indians, and he spoke of the demoralising effects.

2823. Where ?-On the frontier.
2824. Mr. Gordon.].Has anything ever come under your own personal

Inspection of the demoralising effects of ardent spirits on the Indians ?-Yes.
2825. Mr. Edward Ellce.] Who is that Mr. Kitson that you spoke of ?-He

is, I believe, the representative for the Minesota territory.
2826. Is he not a trader, on the frontier in opposition to the Hudson's Bay

Company ?-I cannot say that he is engaged in opposition to the HudsonS
Bay Company.

2827. Do you know that he is not ?-I do not think that he is a fur trader
in opposition to the Company.

2828. Do younot know that Mr. Kitson is a trader in competition with the
Conipany'F-Hëê is a trader, I believe, in the Miiesota territory, in connexion
with the fur-trading Company in that country.

2829. Is Mr. Kitson at Rel River as well as in the American territory ?-He
does not reside at Red River, I believe,

2830. Do



,SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY. 147

eû3o. Do you know whether he frequents Red River ?-He visits Red River Rev. i. O. crbett.
bakwards and forwards, I believe, as often as lie accompanies the mail up
froin M1inesota towards Red River. g March 1857.

.8 3 i. Have you not reason to believe that Mr. Kitson is a trader in, com-
petition with the Hudson's Bay Company, not only in the American territory
but in the territory as far north as Red River ?-Not on the LAritish side.. I do
not think it at all.

2832. Do you know what his occupation at Red River is when he is
there ?-The most, I believe, that I have heard respecting his visits at Red
Ri'ver is -

2833. Just ahswer the question; do you know what his business is when
he goes so fiequently to Red River; why does he go there ?-I believe that lie
has relatives at Red River, and that he visits those relatives; and lie takes an
interest in forwarding goods, and letters, and mails up to Red River, eod visits
Réd River; and the people of Red River take an interest in ail his visits as a
consequence.

2834. Do not you know that lie trades there ?-He may privately enter into
arrangements for that, but I have no fact before me to prove it.

*835.- Mr. Gordon.] Do you believe that he trades in fars there ?-I do not
believe that he trades in furs on the British territory.

2836. Have you seen any instances of the use or abuse of spirituous liquors
in dealings for furs by the agents of the Company ?-I have seen Indians
intoxicated within the gates of the Upper Fort Garry.

e837. What reason have you to suppose that that liquor came from the
Companý ?-It must have cogie from the fort; there i8 no other source for it
within; the immediate viciniM of 'the fort; and I have seen Indiàns in their
encampments, in the neighbòoùhood of the fort, in a' state of intoxication,
and so wild that ,1 myself have ridden out of My way to be secure in

àr38. -Mr. doard neice.] Wherê?-ln the neighbourhood of Fort Garry.
-»839. Were you encamped. there ?-No; I have passed by them.,
g84o. Mr. Gordon.] Could not they have procured those spirits from the

settlers ?-They may have obtained a little from sone of them; and very likely
some of the settlers use rum as well as the Company.

ý841. ýMr. Edward Ellice.] There are grog-shopâ there, are there not -Not
thàt I am aware of.

¢842. Not in Red River ?-Not in Ited River.
g84 3·' Do you know Mr. Philip Kennedy ?-Yes.
844. Does not lie keep a grog-shop ?-Ie never did wheni I was at the

Rapids, 4ind i resided close to his residence; there was no grog-shop there theu,
nok, the ,slightest appearance of grog. I have seen Indians intoxicated in my
own district; there was a case that happened in my own district.

i'845. Mr. Gordon.] Is it within your personal knowledge ?-Yes. I had left
my own station, and after returrting to it, 1 found that a woman and chidren
had,ýeft their cottage, and táken reuge underneath our own roof. I inquired
the reason of it, and theytold me that it was because they had been ereluded
froin their own dwelling. I thew went to the husband; and in'quired the cause
of it, and li said the cause was this, that. the Indians and'half-breeds., en
returning from the fort of the Company, at Fort Gary, after having taken
down their furs, sought admission into his warm room to warm themselves;
and after staying to warm themselves a little they then began to hand round
the rum.

2846. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Who did? -The indians and half-breedg- inside
this cottage; and after drinking the rum for sorne time they came te high
words, and from high words they came to blows, and a, regular fight took place;
and so dreadfuil was this fight that the man said lie did not know what to d.
to get them out of the house: the thought struck him that he would p'll dow-
the' stove piping and stovee; and h set to work, and pulled down thé stote
piping and stove; and in consequenceý the root was so completely fdled with
ashes at a smoke tliat all~the idiahs and the ialf-breeds, hig wifè, and taiiy,
ran out into the air.

2847. Mr. Gordon.] What reason have you to suppose that thosespirits were
proöùred from the Company'a agents ?-The statement of the man wàs, that
they, had taken down their furs, and had returned with rui, as well as other

025. T 2 thinge;
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et. things ; as to the man, lie in consequence of that dispute and fight is at
variance with an individual a little distance from where he resides in the ùeigh-
bourhood.

2848. Have you a school in your district ?-Yes.
2849. Is it numerously attended ?-It would be numerously attended if we

had the means to carry it on, but we have not had the meanso carry it
forward.

2850. From what causes ?-Partly from the inability of the society to afford
means, and partly owing to the effects of the war upon the societies.

2851. Is it attended by Indians and half-breeds, or by whites ?-My station
includes the half-breeds, the settlers, and the Indians; we have a large number
of French half-breeds in the neighbourhood.

2852. Do you find the half-breeds anxious for education at your station?-
Very anxious.

2853. Mr. Blackburn.] I think you mentioned the war as affecting the
station; will*you be good enough to say what you meant by the effeet of the
war upon the station, on account of which you stated that you could not get
more children to the school?--I referred to the effects of the late war in the
Crimea upon sucieties in depressing their funds.

2854. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] You have travelled up the Red River, have
you not ?-Yes.

2855. Are there many smail streams running into it on either side ?-There
are a great many on the western route; on the western side of the Red River,
and numerous streams on the eastern side.

2856. You have travelled on both sides-?-Yes.
2857, HJow many such streams are there from the mouth of the river at

Lake Winnipeg to the boundary line ?-I should think there are 20 or 30.
2858. That is in a distance of 60 miles, is it not ?ý-No, there would be more

than 60 miles to Winnipeg from the boundary line ; I believe that the boundary
line is one degree south of Fort Garry, and Fort Garry is on the Red River,
about 30 miles from the mouth of Lake Winnipeg.

2859. What is the nature of those streams ?-They are not very large; some
of the beds are very rocky, and others have beds of clay and gravel.

2860. Are they timbered streams, or is there no timber on the banks ? - I
saw timber on most of them; there ls timber, particularly on the eastern side
of the Red River; not so much on the western,side.

2861. Is it heavy timber ?-Some of it.
2862. So that in the country from Lake Winnipeg to the boundary line there

is plenty of wood for the use of settlers ?-There is plenty of wood, especially
on the eastern side.

2863. But not so much on the western side,?--Not so much on the western
side, although there is a great deal on the western side.

2864. Have you travelled up the Assiniboine ?-I have travelled about 80
miles up the Assiniboine.

2865. What is the furthest point to the west where you have been ?-The
neighbouihood of Portage-la-Prairie.

2866. Mr. Grogan.] Is that midway between Fort Garry and Brandon
House ?-Yes;--it is not far from Fort Pelly, I think ; I think Fort Pelly is the
neaxest fort -one meets in advancing westwards; I am not sure.

2867. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] Is that a timbered country ?-It is very well
timbered, I believe ; all the way up to Portage-la-Prairie there is a good deal of
timber. There is a good dbal of timber on the other rivers.

2868. Mr, Edward Ellice.] Were you ever at Fort Pèlly '-I have been as
near it as Portage-la-Prairie.

2869. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliarn.] You think that all this is a country with
sufficient wood for the use of settlers ? -I think so, and the land is also good;
hence luxuriant vegetation, which, when dry, forms fuel for the great burning
prairies. I have a picture here of burning prairies on the Assiniboine -River.

2870. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Do not you know that Fort Pelly is 250 miles,
and Portage-la-Prairie only 60 miles from iRed River? -It may-be as far as
that, but I believe that Fort Pelly is the nearest fort' to that neighbourhood in
the western direction.

2871. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] Are there frequent fires on those prairies ?
-Yee; for three weeks together.

11 - 28y2. DO
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2872. Do you think that that i's the reason why there is so little wood in the R'ev. G. O. Co-et.
country ?-One reason.

2873. If the fires were stopped would it spring up ?-Yes. Itravelled through 9 March 1857.
a forest which took us six days to travel through, and a great portion of that
forest was on fire ; many of the young trees were damaged and dying, and many
of the other fine trees in the forest were on fire; I travelled over 600 miles of
burnt prairie.

2874. Where was that ?-From the British Aide down into Minesota.
2875. Mr. Grogan.] You resided for three years in and about the ned River

Settlement ? -Yes.
2875*. What facility had you for .transmitting your letters from that settle-

ment? -At the early stages, I believe, of my residing in the neighbourhood of
Red River, I had to avail myseif of the half-yearly communications through
the Hudson's Bay Company's territories.

2876. How did they go ?-They went I believe from fort to fort through the
Hudson's Bay Company's territory; once a year, I believe, the custom was to
send letters from Red River to York Factory and thence to England by the
ship ; the other route was vid Lake Superior, twice a year. Since the Americans
have been approaching towards the borders, and the Governinent of America
has been affording facilities for the transmission of settlers and letters and those
kind of things, we have sent our letters through America down by Crow Wing
to St. Paul and thence to England.

2877. Yôu have sent your letters as far as Pembina, where you join ,the
Amnerican post ?-es.

2b78. In regard to the Lake Superior district, how often were thê letters or
despatches sent on that route ?-I believehalf-yearly was the rule.

2879. Are you speaking of a matter within your own knowledge ?-I believe
it existed when I arrived; I am not sure that it does not exist at the present
time; the annual communication of course exists at the present time via the
ship

2880. An obsèrvation bas been made in this Committee that letters written
at the Red River Settlement were examined or inspected by the authorities
there. Does that cone within your knowledge ?-It has not corne within my
knowledge, but I have heard settlers again and again say that they have been
afraid to send their letters ; that they have therefore been the more anxious to
see the other route opened up so that they might send their letters Without
the possibility of inspection.

2881. Do you mean to say that they were afraid of their letters being in-
spected by the authorities before they were ,dispatched ?-They were afraid
of it.

2882. Mt. Edward Ellice.] Will you tell us the names of any settlers who
have expressed to you those fears ?-I prefer not doing so ; they are in the
territory.

2883. Chairman.] Are you able to adduce any evidence to substantiate the
grave charge which you have made in your previous answer ?-The charge has
not been brought forward by me; but rests entirely on the evidence -to which
the Honourable Member's question refers (a). I could mention the names of the
parties, but I should prefer not doing so, because they would say at once that
they should have no market for their goods in the country. They would not
be tolerated in freedom in the country if their names were known. There
was one settler in particular who wished tne to bring a letter to England to
represent his case:, but he said, "l If I allow you to take that letter I shall not
be able to ýell puy bushels of wheat, and I shall not be able ,to get clothing
foir my poor children." So that that is the reason. I could not mention the
naines.

2884. Mr. Edward Ellice.) Have you that letter in your possession ? - No,
2885. If you are not prepared to substantiate that allegation will you withdraw

it ?-I simply express my impression from what has been said in the country;
that is all that I can say upon the subject. I repeat, the charge has not been
adduced by me. - - - -

2886. Had you ever any fear yourself of your letters being opened ?-I
really

(a) See Question 1895 in Sir George Simpson's Evidence. Letter of Mr. R. Lane.
0.25. T 3
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-Rev. G. 0. Corbeit. really have had such fear that I obtained a special stamp for my own
letters.

9 March 1857. 2887. Wlat do you call " a special stamp"?-One with my qwn initials, &e.
288s. Chairman.] Has any case ever come to your knowledge in which it

was clearly proved that a letter had been thus opened ?-No.

Sir Johin Richardson, c. B., called in; and Examined.

Sir J. Rtchardson,
C. B.

2889. Chairman.] WHAT opportunities have you had of becoming ac-
quainted with that portion of British North America which .is under the ad-
ministration of the Hudson's Bay Company ?-I have made three several
journeys through it, and have resided altogether in the country about seven
years during those journeys.

2890. Ilave you çnly known, it in your capacity asa traveller ?-In no other
capacity.

2891. Have you never been connected with the Hudson's Bay Company in
any manner ?- In no manner as a servant, or paid in any way by the Hudson's
Bay Company ; I had some share in the Hudson's Bay stock at one time,
which is now transferred.

28ý2. You are not a proprietor at this moment?--I am not a proprietor,
although I have a life interest in a few shares.

2893. Under what circumstances were the journeys that you allude to under-
taken ?- I went out first in 1819 with Sir John Franklin, and we travelled froin
York Factory to Lake Winnipeg, and from thence to Great Slave Lake, and
down the Copper Mine River to the Arctie Sea, and then back again by nearly
the same route; that was the first journey, which occupied three and a half
years.

2894. What was the second journey ?-The pecond journey was in 1825; I
went out by the way of New York, and travelled by Montreal, Lake Huron, Lake
Superior, Fort William, Winnipeg, Churchill River, Athabasca, Great Slave
Lake, and on to Great Bear Lake, upon the Mackenzie. Then I descended
the Mackenzie River and travelled to the eastward along the, coast to- the
Copper Mine River, which I ascended, and came back to Great' Bear Lake. I
returned homewards by the same route, except that I diverged at Isle à la
Crosse over the prairies to Carlton House, and descended the Saskatchewan
from thence to Cumberland House.

2895. Mr. Edward Ellice.] How long did that occupy ?-I was two and a
half years in the country upon that occasion.

2896. Chairman.] Will you describe your third journey ?-The third journey
was in 1848 and 1849; I went out to search the coast for Sir John Franklin ;
I made very nearly the same journey that I did upon the second occasion, only
the route through the United States was different.

2897. Were you ever on the west side of the Rocky Mountains ?-[ have
never been on the west side of the.Rocky Mountains.

2898. Will you have the goodness to state to the Cornmittee any general
opinion which you have formed of the capabilities of any considerable portion
of the country which you have traversed, for the purposes of settlement and
colonisation ?-With regard to the production of cereals, wheat may be grown
up to the 58th parallel of latitude, in favourable places, but only ,in parts.

2899. Mr. 1dward Ellice.] Probably you will tell us the general aspect of the
territory, taking it as a whole. It has been stated here that it is divided into
three distinct divisions ?-In giving a general idea of so extensive a country, I
should take the Rocky Mountain chain as a nucleus of the description. Its peaks
rise from 12,000 to 15,000 feet above the level of the sea; on the eastward
it has an inclined base of about 150 miles wide,'composed' of sandstone, and
lying 8,000 feet above the sea; then there is a sloping prairie land from 600
to' 800 miles wide, called rolling prairie, on which there are some bluffs
but no peaks and no hills of any note; that is mostly grass land; thea
there is a tract of rocky country, extremely uneven, but not rising very high,
about 200 miles wide, bounding a chain of lakes which separates it geherally
from the prairie land, although there is a little woody country intervening
between these lakes and the prairie; then there is a very uneven country of equal
width descending to Hudson's Bay, partly limestone ; all that 200 wailes wide

tract
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tract is composed of granite, and is totally unfit for editivation, except a very %Sir J. Richardson,

few spots where there is some little alluvial soil collected. ; _. B.

2900. Mr. Grogan.] Is that the district of the Great Lakes?-The district
of the Great Lakes'runs about south-west from the mouth of the St. Law- 9 March a 7.
rence, and does not interfere with it; the district of which I have been
speaking is separated from that of the Great Lakes by an ~elevated rocky ridge,
not nearly so high as the Rocky Mountains, but by a ridge in'wlich the pass
over which the Hudson's Bay Company travel to the north, and which, I
suppose to be well chosen, is 820 feet above the level of Lake Superior, whicli
itself is about 640 feet above the sea; the pass is probably about 1,460 feet alto-
gether above the level of the sea. The summit of the watershed at Thousand
Islands Lake is 40 or 50 miles from Lake Superior ii a direct line, and the
much longer and circuitous canoe route rises at least 800 feet within the 50
miles.

2901. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Is that territory divided ; we have had it in evi-
dence that it is divided into the barren grounds, the thickwood, and the prairie
country ?-The prairie country is grassy, and extends, as I have said, fron the
inclined base of the Rocky Mountains for 600 or 800 nQiles to the eastward; next
co4pes the wooded limestone country in the middle part of the Saskatchewan, a
very flat cou ntry, in which the stone is very near the surface, and tiere is very
little soil. In fact, in some parts there is almost no soil; in others there is a
considerable quantity of marshy, alluvial soil collected upon the banks of the
river, flooded almost every sprng; indeed I have seen the whole country
almost under water for many miles on each side of the Saskatchewan. Then
going on northwards, and crossing a very slight elevation of land at the Frog
Portage, you enter upon the valley of the Mississippi or, Churchill River, which
crosses the country from west to east, and flows into fludson's Bay, a narrow
valley; but after crossing the Methy Portage, in about latitude 56 degrees,
there is a dëscent for about 1,200 miles to the Northern Ocean, down whiicl
the Mackenzie flows on nearly a north-west course. From latitude 61 degrees,
on Hudson's Bay, a little to the north of Churchill Fort, to the north end of
Great Bear Lake, in latitude 67 degrees, there is a line beyond which the woods
do not extend; the north-eastern corner of the continent contains no wood
whatever, and is totally barren; it will not produce grain under any circum-
stances, nor any kind of vegetable food for man, except lichens.

2902. In thôse three districts, assuming them to be the barren ground, the
thickwood, and the prairie country, will you give us your opinion of the relative
capability for the settlement or abode of Europeans ?-If, under the name of
" settlement," is meant the means of subsistence simply, I think that a consi-
derable population might subsist as, high as Peace River upon the alluvial
points and the skirts of the prairie land, but if it is to be a productive or pro-
gressive colony, I think that there are no means, and that there are not likely to
be any means of producing a flourishing colony without some market or some
conveyance for the grain; they would enly raise grain enough to support theni-
selves, but could not export grain without better roads than exist at present ;
a railroad from Canada, -if such a thing could be constructed, might offer an
outlet, but until the settlement of Canada bas advanced close to the ted River,
I do not think that any wise settler would go beyond that place, there being so
mucli better land much nearer the market to be had at a very moderate rate.

2903. We hear that the limestone prevails in a considerable part of that
prairie country and also to the northward of Lake Superior; limestone is gene
rally-a fertilizing agent ; ln that country do you think it can be macle so ?-The
limestone which prevails all along the west bank of Lake Winnipeg, and from
thence up to Cumberland House and-on to the Rivière Maligne at Beaver Lake,
is not a fertile limestone; it contains a ldrge, quantity of magnesia, which is
generally thought to be very injurious to agriculture ; the greater portion of it
is magnesian, and very near the surface, a great part of it being quite naked,
with'no soil at all; and cultivation at Cumberland House, which is a post which
bas been established for a very long period, has extended in a very small
degree; thçre are only a few.fields .round- that post whicl have beebh found
productive.

2904. Have you ever travelled by land on the northern shore of" Lake
Superior between Saut St. Marie and Fort Williani ?-I have been four, times
along that coast in passing to and from Canada.

0.25. T 4: 2905, What
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n 2905. What is the character of the country there?-It is very hilly, very
rocky; it is mostly primitive rock ; that is to say granite and porphyry with
sone conglomerates, gneiss, and talcose slates ; it is a very hilly country, with
de3p valleys and very precipitouàs cliffs.

29oi. Is there anvthing in that country which you think tempting or benefi-
cial to a settler ?-There are a few alluvial points at the mouths of the rivers
which flow into Lake Superior which syould be productive, but the greater part
of the'country which one sees in passing along Lake Superior is entirely "desti-
tute of soil. The fires have spread, and destroyed the trees, and burnt up the
soi, so that the naked rock is the most prevailing thing over a great portion of
that district. There are some parts which are still covered thickly with wood,
but 1, think the general character of a very large portion of the north shore
of Lake Superior is a naked rock, with but little soil, and very rugged.

2907. Proceeding westward fron Fort William, what is the character of the
country between the west end of Lake Superior and Lake Winnipeg ?-he
canoe route, which is all that I know, ascends the Dog River, about 50 miles,
to Dog Lake; that is a rapid river, with ricb woods on each side, and there is
some capability of producing grain on the banks of the river; but at Dog Lake
the land is elevated; it is 1»,0 feet above the sea, and the season is very late;
the ice does not break uptill the end of May generally. From that the canoe
route leads over a rocky country, intersected by very numerous lakes and
grassy swamps.

2908. Is there anything in that country which has particular capabilities for
a settler ?-I saw no spots which would tempt a settler there.

2909. Were you at Rainy Lake ?-l passed through Rainy Lake.
2910. What is the character of Rainy Lake ?-The banks of Rainy Lake are

ofUa better character; there being more alluvial soil, and many points on which
grain might be produced. I cannot speak to any greatextent of country away
from the canoe route; I only saw it on each side for a few miles. I think that
many of the points might produce grain.

2911. You say that you were various times in the Saskatchewan; without
going to particular points, taking the general character of the banks of the
River Saskatchewan, what are its capabilities as regards settlement ?-Of all the
lower part below Cumberland Ifouse, I think there are only two or three points
which would maintain, a family of farmers; there is no place which I saw that
would maintain a colôny of any size. I think three or four farmers aight
occupy the whole of the points that are productive. I believe that Mr. Leith,
who left a sum of money to found a church for the benefit of the natives of that
district, and who wished to collect them into a village, found only one spot
which was available for that purpose.

2912. That was near Fort Cumberland, was it not ?-It was at the Pas, some
distance below Fort Cumberland; but the whole of that country about the Pas
is intersected by lakes, and in the spring and a grèat part of the summer it is
under water; it is very level. Although the limestone comes near the surface,
the country is easily flooded. You may travel aldost in any direction, as fir
as My view extended, with canoes ; the spring floods leaving only a few elevated
alluvial points upon which the Indians have built their huts.

2913. Passing from the banks of the River Saskatchewan, havç you been.up into
the prairie country for any distance?-Not higher than Carlton House ; just upox
the verge of the Great Prairie district, and I have travelled from thence to Lac
la Crosse across that part of the prairie. The alluvial points of the Saskatchewan
there might be productive; they are wooded ; and if it were worth while clearing
away the wood they would produce grain, but the prairie itself, although fit,
probably, for sheep pasture, is not of a soil that I think would be productive
for cereal cultivation.

2914. Is that from the nature of the soil or froïm the shallowness of it ?-
It is a sufficiently deep soit ; it is a sandy soil; it produces grass, but I do not
think it is rich enough to produce grain; I have not seen it tried; near the
Hudson's Bay posts the traders cultivate the low alluvial points, which contain
a rich soil, and they are productive enough.

2915. When you were there what did vou hear of the existence of coal in
the Saskatchewan ?-There is tertiary coal, I am told, in the upper branches
of the Saskatchewan, but I did not travel in that route. I had specimens of
the coal, which were clearly of a. tertiary nature.

2916. Coal
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2916. Coal of a tertiary formation is not very combustible, is it ?-It is not Sir J. Richardson,
used generally. There is coal of the samne kind upon the Mackenzie, which
is exceedingly disagreeable to burn, owing to the quantity of sulphureous
vapours which it emits; and it will not do to work iron; it makes it short; 9 ,7.
but it bas been very little tried as a fuel, as the fur posts are placed in well
wooded localities.

2917. What is the character of the wôod on the Saskatchewan, up "in the
prairie land towards the Rocky Mountains, and in that direction; is there
much of it ?-On the alluvial points, in the narrow valleys of the riter and its
tributaries there is a good deal of wood; all the alluvial points are covered
with wood; but if you go into the prairie there is no' wood; there are a few
clumps at first, and then one comes into the prairie, in which there is no wood
whatever to be seen.

2918. Is that for a great extent ?-A great extent, I understand. Wherever
a stream crosses the prairie there is generally wood upon the alluvial points;
but a man may travel a number of days, as I understand, though I have never
travelled that distance myself, without seeing a bit of wood; and the tra-
veller is obliged to burn the dung of the buffalo for fuel.

2919. One of your great objects, I believe, in going out was for scientific
observations ?-IV] y object in going out the last time was to look for Sir John
Franklin's ships.

2920. What was your object prêviously ?-Previously I was attached, as
surgeon, to the expeditions. I made the observations as having an opportunity
of doing so, but I did not go out solely for that purpose.

2921. Have you made any observations respecting the existence of what is
called ground-ice, or permanently frozen soil ?-Yes, I made sone few observa-
tions myself, and at my suggestion the Hudson's Bay Company instituted a
pretty extensive series of observations, to ascertain how far the ground-ice
corresponded with that in Siberia. The conclusion te which i came was that
there is permanently frozen ground almost everywhere near Hudson's Bay
north of 56 or 57 degrees of latitude; north of the mean temperature of 32
degrees a portion of the ground is frozen the whole year.

2922. What is the limit of that isothermal line of 32 degrees ?-In crossing
the Arnerican continent it ascends to the north as it goes to the westward;
it cornes much lower upon the side of Hudson's Bay, and ascends obliquely
froi Rupert's House, on the 5bst parallel of latitude near the bay, crossing
Beaver Lake, in latitude 55 degrees, and following the valley of the Mississippi
to Isle à la Crosse in latitue 56 degrees ; but the 'meau limit may be consi-
dered as 55 degrees. There is permanent ice at York Factory, a very thick
bed of it, which is never thawed; south of Fort Chipewayan it runs across to
the Rocky Mountains; then, upon the other side of the Rocky Mountains it
is deflected again to the south; the lines do not run in parallels of latitude,
they raun obliquely across.

2923. Has there come under your observation at all the relative degree of
frost in the same parallel in the open country and in the wooded country ?-In
the inmediate neighbourhood of trees, where one could observe the difference
between an open plain and woods, the thaw always commenced over the roots
of the trees first.

2924. But with regard to the frost itself, is the frost less severe where it bas
the protection of wood or otherwise ?-The frost caused by the winter does not
penetrate so deep in the woods as it does in the open country; but that is a
distinct kind of ice; the permanent ice that I speak of is beyond the reach of
the alternation of the seasons; it is the result of the- mean tem'perature, and
the thickness to which the frost penetrates in the wigter and is thawed in the
summer is a distinct thing.

2925. It has been suggested here, that the clearance of wood would mitigate
the severity of the climate in these countries. In Canada, or in places which,
have been cultivated, is the winter frost less severe in the open country than in
the wood country ?-My observations were not carried on with that view, s as
to give a decided opinion with régard to what occurred in that country; but
observations elsewhere, in our own country, show that when the wood bas
been cleared away the climate has deteriorated. lu the'Orkneys, and in many
parts where you cannot get a tree to grow now, there is evidence that at a

0.25. U previous
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Sir J. Richardson, previous period trees grew abundantly; they'are found in every bog; the cli-
c.B. mate bas deteriorated; I will not be positive as to the cause. _

Marhi 857 2926. What was .the, length of the winter at, the different posts, say Fort
9 K Franklin, York; Fort Liard and Fort Simpson?-1 did not winter at York

Façtory. - .

2927. .Take any spots which you know ?-At Fort Franklin, on the Great Bear
Lake, the winter may be-said to be ten months, counting from th^e fall of snow
to the disappearane of the ice andIthe snow again.

2928. What is the differencebetween the mean annual heats of summer and
-winter in-the same degrees of latitude in Europe ,and in, North America ?--As
a genèral answer .to-that question, I should say that ýEurope bas the advantage
over the ,mean heat of America .of nine degrees of' latitude ; but that-answer
will not extend across the American continent; upon the west side of the Rocky
Mountains, the temperatdre is.greater than to the eastward, so that the mean
temperature at, Fort Vancouver exceeds the mean tempqrature at Nw .York in
the United- States.

2929. That is to Say it is milder ?-Yes.
2930. Chairman.] How is. the mean temperature of the western coast of

North America, as compared with the mean temperature of Europe in similar
latitudes ?-The mean temperature on thewest coast of America is lower than
that of Europe, but higher than that of the east coast of America..

2931. How much loer than that of Europe?-Fort,Vancouyer probably would
be equal to two degrees of,latitude, that is to say, its 1ran, temperature.

2932. Mr. Edward Ëllice.] I believe it. is a fact that iný Europe the vine, for,
instance, grows iin the parallel of 5.1. degres ?-I believe the .northern limit for
the profitable cultivation of the vine in Europe is in the valley of the Rhine.

2933. And in America i4 is at 43 degrees?-In America there is no vine
growing naturàlly beyond 43 degrees.

29à4. In a great part of this territory of which you arespeakings the'trees
in winter, are frozen to the heart, are ihey not ?-They are frozen throughout
the whole country, more or less in the middle of winter; but upon the'
Mackenzie, the largest trees 'are frozen to the heart.
, 2935. Therefore in breaking wood for fuel, or anything else, you have to use
particular instruments for the purpose ?-The hatchets require to be peculiarly
tempered; the European hatchet breaks immediately when it is attempted to
be used for that purpose.

2936. You having, been in that country at different periods, .occupying
a long series of years, I suppose you have had soe opportunity of judging
of the influence of the Hudson's Bay Company over the population of that
territory ; will you tell us what your opinion of -it is ?-The best way,
I think, of answering that question would be to describe what I saw when
J first went out. . In 1819, when I accompanied Sir John- Franklin out

'upon his first expedition, the two companies, which were then opposed to each
other, the Hudson's Bay Company and the North-West Company, were at
war. Lauding at York Factory we found several of the members of the North-
West Company prisoners in the fort; they had been captured shortly befure
we arrived there. One of them, a Mr. Frobisher, escaped with -some, men and
perished ; he died, for want of food in attempting .to-makehis .escape. There
had been a fight previously at Red River, in which 21 people and the governor,
were killed ; and I think 14 or 15 were starved to death upon the Peace River
in consequence of the contest. That was the state of- the country when we
went in.. We. found both parties supplying the Indians liberelly with spiits.
The Indians were spending. days in drunkenness at the different posts, and a
contest altogether shocking- to humanity was carried on. At thattime it
scarcely, appeared .that the Indians had any capability -of being civilised at ail.
When we went out upon the second occasion, the Hudson'a Bay- Company
having the sole trade of the country, and the sole management of the Indians,
there was an improvenent; spirits.were no longer carried, to the north, or they
were carried in, small quantities then.. I think that lt that time -the traders
themseWes were supplied-with -a little spi-its:for their owy use ; but thèréwas
a manifest improveiment, although none of the natives of pure blood ïhadbecome
Christians. , The missionaries- had been out for two or three, years, but .ad
mnade .no progress beyond converting one -or two of the half-caste Indians, I
believe. Upon the last occasion in 1848 a generatioh, of the Crees had, passed

away,
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away; 25 years having elapsed, and the new geieratiert were mostly able to
read and write (all those that I came in contact with); many of them were
labouring for wages for the Hudson's Bay Conpany, and altogether the country
was peaceable from one end to the, other. I saw no riot and nothing un-
pleasant throughout the'whole journey. The Indians, in speaking of the Coin-
pany, do not speak: ofthem in the abstract ; they talk of the different gentle-
men at 'the posts, and the individualcharacter of the gentleman has a great
deal to do with -ther opinions- if ho is liberal and kind to them they speak
highly of him. As-far as I'eouldjdge theyseemedvellIpleased with their
condition.,'I heard no gieat 'complaints, except the complaint which Indians
always make, that they are þoor, for the purpose of 'receiving presents ; but
a large- nuinber of their young men, were then employed in the Company's
boats, andworking for very good wages. 'We bad to pay those whon 2we
employed for the service of the expedition wages which would be thought very
good in this country, at the rate of 30 L. a year besides feeding them.

2937. Chairman.] From what part of the country did those Indians conie ?
-- I speak of the Crees and the Northern Indians'.

2938. I refer to the' party of' Indians that youwemployed in your canoes on
your journey i-The crews of the 'canoeg were partly Iroquois and partly Crees
or Chippeways, we also eiployed the Northerâ Indians almost throughout the
whole length of their country.

2939. Did you pay -them all in money wages ?-We paid the Northern
Indians by orders upon the Company; money did not pass.

2940. Were they ultimately paid in monér, do you suppose ?-I do not know
for certain; I believe they pay in goods in the north ; I do not know that the
I ndians know the value of money propèrly there'; they reckon by beavers'; a
beaver bas a certain money value ;· and they are pid 'by so many beaters.

2941. Do not the Indians nearer'to the settled distriets know the value of
money?-I think' théy know the value of money vety welJ ,at Red River.
Thosé frôin Red:River that we saw were paid in, money, and the Iroquois and
Chippeways that caine from the south were paid in thoney. , - ',

2942. Mr. Edward Elice.] While you were there did you hear "any cim,-
plaints'of the rule of 'the Corpany being oppressive ?-I heard no 'omplaint
of that. I had conversations with some of the half-castes from Red River that
we employed'; and they told me thàt they had a right to the'eouùtry in virtue
of their parentage, and wished, if they could, to get possesion of it. -They
look upon the exclusive fur trade much as our poachers do 'upon the game
laws in'this country, and they wish to have the fur trade to 'themsèlvs. ,

2943. Do-you think, from your experience' of the* 'ràátter,*that yôu could
suggest 'ny other way of keeping that country (I will not cell it governing it)
so well as by mean'of 'the traders ?-I have thought upon the subject ; I think
that, Carida coùld nôt do' 'it, seeing how that gòvernment'has failed already
with the Indians that ctmne undei- its rule ùpon Lake Superier. "The Chippeways
came down in 'a body the year after we paase down, and destroyed at mining
settlemèiit at Mical Bay, without the Canadians being ableto prevent it"; that
was upon the north side of Lake Superior.

2944. Chairman.] When did that take place ?-I think it was in 1849. -A
regiment was 'ent up from Canada to suppress the foray; but' the Indians ivere
gone, add' séveral soldiers died from the severity of the.elimate' in going up.
I was told by an officer whô conducted a part of -the force 'that the poor men
actually' diéd'df the cold in gòing up to suppress these Indians, who had rétiÉed
to a distanee ,ad were never seen at all after they had'unfortunately destroyed
the settleinet. , ' ' ' ' -

294. *Mr; 'Edward 'll ce.) Is' theie any way ,Whicli ydu can suggest of
governing that coúntry better'than by réans of' the Comnpani ?-I, da sûggest
no way the country 1 think is perfectly quiet uûdèr the government of the
Hudson's iBaY Company at present. I see several objéctiòns to'annexing it te
Canada: in 'the first plce, tie 'Canadians Will'not pay any of the clergy,on
either aide ; and as'there at bóth'Roman-<eatholie-and 'Protestanttler'gy to-Ire
supported, and they are partly' suiported by the Hudson's Bay Comnpany, -and
patronised by them, I think t1íàt thé religions" bodiesýwould be in anu 'inferior
cotdition 'if the country were annexed te Canadhi 'and that' the rissionary
service wàuld suffer. If theImperial Govérnwent were to take the country into
its own bands, I think there would be an innense' staff 'of magistrates, and
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ticardon, people to feed then, to be scattered over that very thinly peopled country,C.B. otherwise they could neither subsist in it nor govern it. I look upon it that
rch 8 .the opening of the trade would bring in rival parties; and from what I sawc87 formerly I cannot doubt but that the same scenes would recur which I

vitnessed iu 1819 and J820.
2946. You have spoken of the means of living. I think you wintered for

two or three years in the country : can you give us an idea of how you lived
in any one of those winters ; of course you were kept in the best way that you,
could be ?-We lived in different districts in the different winters: in the
vinter of 1819-20, when I accompanied Sir John Franklin, we lived at the
Hudson's Bay Post, upon the Saskatchewan, ut Cumberland, and were fed by
the Company, principally upon fish, and paftly on meat; but the next winter,
of 1820-1821, we lived upon the verge of the barren grounds, where there are.
reindeer, and we fed upon the reindeer and upon such fish as the small lakes
yielded.

294 7. Sir J. Pakington.] Where wias that ?-At Fort Enterprise, some dis-
tance north of the Great Slave Lake.

2948. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Had you any farinaceous food or vegetables ?-
We had none whatever; no vegetables of any description.

.949. Nor flour?-Nor flour; and we lived that year entirely in the same
precarious way that the Indians the mselves did; towards the spring frequently
passing two or three days without anything to eat at all.

2950. Mr. Bell.] In what latitude was-that ?-It was in 64 degrees.
29.51. Mr. Edward Ellice.] You wintered one year up at Great Bear Lake,

did you nôt r-Yes.
2952. .1 think there was one winter that you were there when you had hardly

anything but fish to live upon ?-We passed an entire winter at Fort Franklin,
almost wholly upon fish; only in the spring we got a little animal food.

2953. In fact, there were six or seven months in which you tasted nothing
but fish ?-More than that; I should say we were eight months ut least without
tasting anything but fish, except a hare occasionally, and a little moose meat
towards the beginning of summer.,

2954. That may be the fate of any people I suppose who go up to live in that
country ?--Any one wintering at the west end of Great Bear Lake would have
to dlepend entirely upon fish.

29.5. Mr. Kinnaird.] .1s that fish dried or fresh fish ?-It is frozen; it keeps
the whole winter.

2956. Chairman.] When you talk of transferring the country, do you niean
the whole country ?-The whole country.

2957. Do you think it would be desirable, if it could be doue in an equitable,
manner, to separate any portion of the country now administered by the Hud-
son's Bay Company which would be available for the purposes of colonisation
and settlement, leaving the rest to be managed as mere -hunting ground by
the Hudson's Bay Company ?-There is no doubt that the Red fliver and
Vancouver's Island night be separated, but I do not think that settlers would
go to the Red River until the progress of settling in Canada had advanced
so far.

2958.4Would there be any harmu in making such arrangements as would
enable settlers to go there if they wished to go there 1 see no objection to it,
provided there is an arrangement made to govern the-colony sufficiently.

2959. You mean that if the internal administration of such districts could
be sufficiently provided for, y ou see no, difficulty, so far as the Hudson's Bay
Company -are concerned, in their surrendering the administration of such
districts, maintaining their administration over land whieh was calculated for
nothing but for the fur trade ?-I can see no possible objection to separating the
Red River if such is desired, provided a sufficient nuniber of troops are sent;
there must be a military force, I think, otherwise it would not be safe.

2960. Why would.that be more necessary in the event of a separation than
it is now ?-At present the Hudson's Bay Company's influence over the Indians
is beneficial; the natives are dependent upon ,the Hudsons Bay Company for,
supplies; but if 4they could get supplies elsewhere, andif spirits were brought
in'(fôr there is nothing which'will prevent the introduction of spirits but the
resolution of the Company not to take them in) I think it- would require a strong
militarv force to keep the Indians in subjection.

2961. You
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-2961. You believe that it would be more dificult to govern that district Sir J. Richardon,
under something in the shape of an independent government than it is while C. B.
it forms a part of the Hudson's Bay Company's territory ?-It would be more
difficult than it is at present, owing to thie introduction of spirits and the advent 9 March 1857.
of designing people; throughout Canada, when Indians receive the presents which
the Imperial Governm ent gives 'them, they part with them within 24 hours for
spirits, contrary to the law, but still the Indian superintendents cannot prevent
the people crowding tu the neighbourhood and supplying spirits for the blankets
and the other presents which the Indians receive from the Government.

2962. Is it not the case that the settled population at Red River is, upon the
whole, a well ordered and moral population ?-I cannot speak personally : I
have had to do with a number of half castes froml Red River who conducted
themselves very well in our service; I believe that twq-thirds of that colony
consist of the descendants of Canadian settlers who are hunters; and fromu all
that I have lçarnt by reading about it, the remaining third are the descendants
of Orkney men and other Europeans, and are the possessors of the property,
and the more resident cultivators of the soil, and are well conducted, but I
have heard of the half-castes taking the law into their own hands;' J do not
know how far it is true.

2963. Mr. Kinnaird.] I think you have stated that during the last 20 years
you have seen a very marked improvement in.the Indians ?-Yes; during the
last 29 years a very great improvement.

2964. Would not some of those lands which you, have described as; not
suited for Europeans ta colonise and settle upon,.do foran Indian.settlement ?-
The Indians do settle upon the lands as far as they choose; there is na prohi'-
bition to that, and whenever they are inlined to form villages, they òhoose the
land where they please at present.

2965. If you have seen such a parlked improveinent within the last 20years,
do you not think that ddditional efforts by the Company, by facilitating ettle-
ments, would greatly improve them ?-If the Company were to devote 'their
energies entirely to missionary purposes they might do more probably than
they have done, but at present they facilitate the admission of missionaries of
both religions, both the Protestant and the Roman-catholic. ,

2966. All round their forts, we have it in evidence th4t during.the winter a
great number of these paor Indians perish for want of food; if the Company
encouraged village- settlements of Indians, in whom your evidence tends to
show that for the last 20 yearsthere has been a great improvement, might they
not make them refuges for the aged and the sick, where by accustoming them
to habits of industry, as at the Red River, they might grow food enough to
supply these starving people in the winter ?-It is eïtremely diflicult to convert
a hunting people into cultivators of the ground ; in the case of those who have
led an independent life I believe it is one of the most difficult things to induce
them to settle and to cultivate the ground; for instance, there is a large body
of Indians in the immediate vicinity of the Red River who refuse to cultivate the
ground, but prefer leading the precarious life of fishing the sturgeon, and
,hunting occasionally, or living uponp the wild rice which is produced upon Rainy
Lake; there is a large body of Chippeways or Sotoos there whom the French
moissionary Roman-catholies and the Protestants have tried to convert, and
have not succeeded.

2967. You are aware that there is a flourishing settlement of Indians, i
connexion with the Red River, who cultivate the soil?-Yes.

296S. Is it ,not likely that what is done in one place might he done in
another by using the same means?-Therç is some reason Why missionary
exertion does not everywhere succeed; it succeeds with one tribe of Indians,
but not with another. I cannot assign a satisfactory reason for the difference,
but so it is:

2969. Do you mean to say that the same efforts which havebeen made at the
ed River for the gettlement of the Tndians have been made in other parts ?-
e endeavours to proselytise the Sotoos and other Chippeways have been con-

ti ued longer, I believe, than at Red River, but with little orno fruit.
49% That- was,i believe, beenuse- there were no-attempts made or facilities

given for -settling the population on good ý land ?-The land is very good on
Ralny River, for there are very good points on which Indians could settle, and
where settlements have been made and abandoned. The éhurches built by the

0.25. U 3 Roman-catholics
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n, Roman-catholies have been abandoned, because they could, not get the Indians
to 'settle round them. The -reason' of the failure.probably is that the native
tribes in that locality are independent of the Hudson's Bay, Company, and
therefore nôt amenable to their advite. They have abundance of sturgeon and
great quantities of wild riee, so that they can feed themselves without having
recourse to the suppies of ainmdnition or clothiûg with which the Hudson's
Bay Company supply their Indins.

2971. What amm-nition have they which does not come from the Company?
-They dp¿not reqùir'anunition.

2972; You used the-werd ansmunition ?-I said that that tribe:of Chippeways
did not require the supplies of ammunition. They feed upon the sturgeon;
which is so abundant upon Rainy River and the River Winnipeg, where they
live.-- --

2973. Some of the Red River settled Indians still go out to the hunting regu-
larly, you are aware ?-I believe that two-thirds of the population go out to the
hunting.

2974. And the other third remain at home ?-The other third, who are of à
different origin, remain at home.

2975. What do they hunt with ?-They hiqnt with the gun; witb firearuis.
2976. Mr. Bell.] Which are tlie tribes that you hai mentioned which are

independent of the Company ?-They are Sotoos and other Chippeways.
2977. Where are they located ?-Upon the banks of the Rainy River and

River- Winnipeg.
2978. Are the Chippeways independent also ?-Partly.
2979. You say that thereis a great difference between the different tribes of

Indians; with regard to the civilising of them ?-Yes t
2980. What tribes do .you consider as most readily adopting the habits of

civilised life?'-The Swamiàpy and Saskatchewan Crees have adopted them more
extensively than îany dther tribe.' Il

2981. Whére are they lo<ated?-,They are located froni Lake Winnipeg to
the English river, called also the River Mlissinnippi,,or the Riveir of Churchill.

2981. In a north-easterly direction from Lake Winnipeg ?-Northerly; and
in a direction from ea't to-west from Htidsorfs to Carlton House.

298Ï; Mr. Charles Ftzwilliam.] Çan you give any reason why the Crees
more readily adopt civilised life than the other Indians in the country ?-Speake
ing of the Crees, there are a great maüiy families of the Crees, the Sotoos,
whom I have mentioned, and theChippewayq, who speak the -same language,
and are the same people, only using differnt dialects. The Crees in the
lower part ofý the Saskatùhewan; the, district whieh I have, just defined, have
been long dependent upon the traders for their supplies, andl therefore they
have, the more easily assumed the habits of civiliàed life. But the Crees upon
the upper prt of 'the Saskatchewan, who àssociate with the Stone Indians,
are very turbulent andvery diffieult to manage.

2984. Are not most of the Red River half-breeds, half-breed Crees ?-I
suppose theylare.

2985: Do you not think that that perhaps is a reàsonà 'why they more reddily
adopt the habits and customs of civilised man ?-I cannot think that that is a
reason.

2986. Mr. Bell.] Have you reaMon to believe that the Company encourage the
settlement of the Indians, wherever it is practicable, and assist the missionaries ;
or rather, do not discourage the missionaries, in any attempts which they make
for settlement ?-I believe that they assist the missionaries to a certain extent
(I do not know to what extent), in a pecuniary point of vièw.

1987. But you have no reason to suppose that they throw any obstacles in
the way of the missionaries ?-On the contrary; I had a good deal of con-
versation with the Roman-catholic missionaries at Lac La Crosse, and they
expressed tbemselves highly pleaseß at the attention which' was shown to
them.

2988. Have you ever had'occasidù to witness cases of famine among the
Indians ?-I have seen' the Indians cone in to the expedition posts suffering
from- famine,ý arid they-wereTelieted:

2989. Have you seen any cases of starvation, of Indians having absolutely
died from want ?-No, I have witnessed no instances of that ; I have heard of
many,

399o. In
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2990. In what districts particularly -have you heard of -that occurring?-
I think mostly among the northern Indians; I have heard of several cases. -

2991. lpon the Mackenzie River -- Upon the Mackenzie, Riverý -and east-
ward of Fort Chipewayan, when they have been out hunting, and have
destroyed their propertyvery often.' When a northern Indian dies, the habit
is to destroy everything at the encampment,. and to make for the tnearest
post of the Company, and they very often starve -on - the way.. That'arid
other acauses, such as a bad hunt, a bad season, or, epidemie disease, will
produce famine in a country where the' natives depend almost solely upon
hunting or fishing for support.

2 y92. Mr. Grogan.] Those Indians could not go on their hunt without the
supplies which they-receive from the forts, could thèy ?-Not now that' they
have been accustomed to firearms.

2993. Are not the Indians supplied with. the-ammunition in barter for their
skins or the produets which they are able to exchange j with the Company ?-
I believe ammunition is never supplied by the Company in exchange for skins,
as far as I understood. The traders give ammunition for provisions, or supply
it to the natives gratuitous1y if they require it; they>barter goods, blankets,
and other- articles of clothing for furs, -

2994. Is the ammunition supplied as a kind of 'present, then, or is there
a kind of right in the Indign to get it ?-The ammunition is a present -if- the
Indian'is in. want: If lie bas provisions, they give it for provisions ; if he has,
a quantity of meat- to dispose of, they give, ammunition .,for ineat, but if he is
destitute he-recives it gratuitously.

2995. So that there is a distinction; they will not sell ammunition for skins,
though they will for the other Indian products ?-I do not knowas to their not
being willing to sell ; but the fact, I believe, is, that they do, not ; as far as I
can learn, the Indian never parts with his skins for amunition.

2996. Have any instances come within your knowledgein which ammuni-
tion has been refused to the Indians, for the furs ?-No; as far as we were
concernedourselves in the etpedition, we have been icompelled to refuse animu-
nition from not having it to give; but I think that when ammunition is abun-
dant in the trading forts it is never refused.

2997. It is given away gratuitously ?-Provided the Indian is in want and lie
cannot subsist without it, the Company find themselvesýbound to support him
in some way or another, and give him ammunition,, but it very frequently hap-
pens that the ammunition at a post is exhausted.

2998. You have said, "provided the Indian be in want of the ammunition ;"
how- is the Indian's want of ammunition ascertained ?-What I mean by his
being in want is,- if he bas no provisions to dispose of. An Indian, if lie has a
successful hunt, kills -more provision than he requires- for his; own, use, and, he
barters it for ammunition. It is a common thing. We frequently purchased
geese and fowl and deer from the Indians, and gave them ammunition for
themn. '

2999. I am speaking exclusively of the establishments of the Hudson's Bay
Company ?-I am merely illustrating the practice. Not having resided atthe
trading posts of the Hudson's Bay -Company for many, seasons, I cannot tell
whether it is invariably the case or hot; bnt I was told in the country that they
never do purchase furs with ammunition. .How far that was cprrect informa-
tion, I cannot say.

)000. My question was, whether any instances had come-within your know-
ledge in which ammunition had been refused to the Indiang ?-No; nothing
bas come under my knowledge as to the refusal of ammunition.

300i. Lord Stanley.] But it might very weil happen that a:mnunition should
be refused to a party of Indians at-one of -the forts in consequence of the
supply at the fort 'itself being short ? - Yes, I dare lsay that bas frequently
occurred. I have known the posts without ammunition, -and in descending
the Mackenzie's River the last time we supplied one- of the forts with aamnu-
nition, because theirs was exhausted, and the Indians were remaining at the
est waiting for the supplies coming in. Upon our having supplied the fort
they Wrë enbled t6 give ainrnunitioi~tp t~he natives, and sendthem off to
their hunts.

3002. In reference to what you said àbout the famuies amongthe Indians,
were these comnion in the southern part of the ternffory, or only in the , far
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Sir J. Richardsont, north ?-I did not hear of them in the south;. they are mostly amongst the
C. ]. northern Indians.

3003. In countries whére all cultivation of the soil is impossible, and where
9 Marl 18-57. human subsistence can only be obtained by hunting or fishing ? -In a country

where cultivation cannot be carried on advantageously.
3004. Mr. Grogan.] You gave us an account of your journey from Fort

William towards the settlement of Assiniboine, and you described some parts of
that country up as far as the Rainy Lake; you said that there were occasional
parts where you thought settlement might be made ?-I did not go to the
Assiniboine at all; I came down the River Winnipeg, to the eastward of it.

3005. You went through Rainy Lake ?--Yes.
3006. Did you descend the river from that to the Lake of the Woods-?-

Yes.
3007. What is the nature of the country about there ?- The Rainy Lake

River is more fertile than almost any othér part of that district which we
saw.

3oo8. And that would be adapted for settlement ?-That would be adapted
for settlement, and that is precisely the country which the tribe of Chippe-
ways, of whom I spoke, inhabit. The Canadian missionaries have been trying
to make villages there, and failed.

3009. Can you give us a description of the country from the Lake of the
Woods to Lake Winnipeg ?-The descent of the River Winnipeg is through a
very rocky country, and full of rapids, and it is a very dangerous river to
descend; no cultivation, as far as I know, can be established upon the immediate
banks of that river.

3010. You passed somé time at Fort Cumberland ?-Yes.
3o11. Have you any reason whatever to doubt that that district is capable

of settlement and cultivation ?-Portions of it are cap:ble of cultivation; it is
not a district which a farmer would -choose:

3012. Will you explain why ?-I have already mentioned that the sub-
stratum is magnesian limestone; there is very little soil over it ; the soil is
shallow.

3313. There bas been cultivation at Fort Cumberland, at the station' of th?
Hudson's Bay Company, I believe ?-There have been fields cultivated.

3014. To any extent?-I cannot speak of the extent, probably 20 acres
3015. Quite sufficient, however, to show that both climate and soil were

suitable for cultivation?-It produced grain for the use of the post.
3016. At the time you visited it, was it on your first, second, or last expe-

dition ?-The first year that we were there was the winter of 1819 and 1820;
we wintered there.

3017. Was that the only occasion on which you resided there ?-It was the
only occasion ,n which I resided there; ùe passed to and fro upon every other
expedition.

3018. From your knowledge of the country, has any progress been made in
that settlement by the Hudson's Bay Company, in-the spread of cultivation?-
The introduction.of cattle was the only great progress that I saw; they had
introduced cows in great numbers.'

3o g,, Was not it at Fort Cumberland that Governor Williams used to reside
wben he was governor ?-Yes.

3020. Did he not go to a good deal of trouble and expense in getting up an
agricultural establishment there ?-He cultivated several fields, but I do not
4think that he *as very successful.

3021. Was it from the crops failing?,T4le extent was not great ; I do not
tlhink that altogether he cultivated above 20 acres.

3o2. Were there fari buildings and things put up ?-There were no farn
buildings when I was there ; here was a stable for horses.'

3023. In what state was itÎÏi4 you visited it; was the-agricultural colony
endeavoured to be extended; or Was it retrograding ?-It was not improved the
last time I visited it. It was not of so great an extent, I think ; but a few
miles lower down, at the Pas, $here, was an Indian village established.

3024, Near, Fort Pelly ?-Nor loWer down the riyer ; abové Cedar Lakle.
3025. Were they encouraged there ?"'Phey Were encouraged. A church

was built, and a school w"as established, ahtd the Indians collected in the village
uear the church.

3026. Were

1 60
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Soi6. Were the Indians becoming agriculturists there, and depending upon Sir J. Richardson,
the soil more than upon the hunting ?-They were agriculturists to a certain C
extent; but they did not remain there the whole season; they would go to 9 March 1.7
hunt occasionally. -

3027. Was it that the quantity of produce which they got from the soiI
was irisufficient for their maintenance ?-They did not cultivate to the extent to
produce vegetables for their whole maintenance, and I do not think that Indians
would consent to live entirely upou vegetables.

3028. Lord Stanley.] Even among the settled India:ns, I suppose, therè is no
tribe which lives entirely by cultivation; they look to it, rather as a resource
when hunting and fishing are not sufficient for their support ?-I do not know
any tribe which does it, Even in Canada they have their hunting grounds
reserved to them.

3029. Mr. Grogan.] Was Governor Williams at Fort Cumberland on your
first va8it ?-Yes.

So3or_ Uow long after your firsJ visit did he remain as governor ?-He
remained as governor, but he moved to the south part, of James's Bay; he
nmoved down to Moose Factory.

303 . He was residing there as governor also ?-At that time there were two
governors; Governor Simpson became governor of the northern, district; the
amalgamation of the companies took place during the time that we were in the
north, and when we returned again we found Governor Simpson governing

-the no'hernpart of the countil, and Governor Williams the south.
3032. Was the appointment of governor of the south considered promotion,

or the contrary ?-It was divided between the two; I do not know whether
Governbr Williams chose the soùth in preference or not.

3033, If I uùderstand you correctly, a part of your evidence is, that as
regards' the Red River Settlement and districts about it, there is a considerable
tract cdpable of being brought into colonisation, but the want of a ready com-
munication to export the produce is the great drawback ?-The want of com-
munication ; and from what I observed in Canada no settlers will go a great
distanae fron the settled posts; they creep along more or less rapidly, but'a
settler 'does not, like to go into a wilderness away from a neighbourhood ;
hud there is a large district along the north side of Lake Superior which must
be settlbd before settlers will flock to the Red River.

3o34- Mr. Bell.] Isthat in Canada or in the Hudson's Bay territories ?-It
is in Canada; I do not know exactly the boundary.

30352 Sir-J. Pakington.] It is in both, is it not ?-The Hudson's Bay Com-
pany haye posts there; but I suppose it is under the Government of Canada.

3o36O1 s not *the country 'on the north of Lake ,uperior, both that part
vhich ii in Canada and that which is in the fludson's Day territory, at present

wholly ensettled?-It is not wholly unsettled; I do not know what it is at the
present »oment; at the time that I passed there were five or six mining com-
panies l4cated upon it.

3037.' At what distance from Lake Superior ?-Upon the borders of Lake
Superio-.

3038. But the district of country to the north of Lake Superior is wholly
unsettled, is it not ?-It is wholly unsettled, except by' the Indian native tribes.

3039:' The frontier between Lake Superior and the Red "River is also unsettled,
is it not -The only fixed 'residences which intervene are the Hudson's Bay
posts.

3040,» What is the distance in miles from the nearest point of Lake Superior
to the Red River Settle1ment ?-I should say from 250 to 30Ô miles.

3041. Mr. Edward Ellice.] I think we have it in evidence that it is about
500 milés ?--Yes; that is following the canoe route.

3042..Mr. Grogan.] Jn your journeys to that country I believe you travelled
from Foet William to Lake Winnipeg very much the same district ?-Yes.

3043 ;Upon all occasions ?-Upon all occasions.
3044. îThat covered a space of nearly 30 years?-Yes, 29 years.
3045.'llVhen you first went there the dispute between the North-Western

Compauy and the Hudson's Bay Company existed ?-It did.
3046. The North-Western Company had a station at Fort William, had they

not?--T,4ey had.
3047. ýEad they stations along this route whichyou have described to us

0.24 X towards
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Sir J. Richardson, towards Lake Winnipeg ?--The Hudson's Bay Company and the North-
C. B. Western Company bad parallel stations. In 1819 I did not travel up that

way; it was from 1825 that I travelled that route; it Was only in two journeys
9 March 1857. to and fro that I travelled that route.

3048. When the North-Western Company were hunting for furs in Rupert's
Land, and that district, was it by Fort William that they got their supplies into
that country ?-Yes.

3049. As considering it the most convenient for the supply of their stations?
-R was the only one that *as open to them; they had no other route.

3050. Was not it the most convenient also ?-No; they would have got their
supplies in cheaper by Hudson's Bay if that route had been open to them.
It was not the most convenient, because the moment that the companies
amalgamated they ceased to get their supplies by'that route.

305h. Might not there be another reason besides that; the exclusive
privilege of the Bay, for instance ?-A mercantile company would take the

cheapest route, I suppose, for carrying in their goods.
3052. But, in point of fact, the North-Western Company, when they hunted

that country, sent in all their supplies to it by Fort William and the river which
you have described?-Yes, that was their only route.

3053. It is all canoe work, is it not ?-It is canoe work entirely.
3054. On the last occasion when vou travelled there, was the river in a

better state or in a worse state than when you first visited it ?-The route,
I think, is not in a better state ; I think it is worse froni the progress of time;
the portages are worse.

3055. Iliere has been no expense or trouble taken, in fact, to keep the route
open ?-I cannot speak as to the expense; but I think that the route was
not improved.

3056. Could it, in your opinion, have been improved ?-There is no doubt
that roads could be made at an enormous expense.

3057. I think you said something about the portages notbeing in a very
good state; could not "they have been maintained at least in the state that
they were in at first?-They could; but the Americans travelled the same
portages in part; it must be a joint thing their doing it, I think.

3058. Do you mean that it would not be right that the entire éxpense should
be thrown upon the Company on one side of the river ?-Yes.

3059. If that route were opened, and some expense incurred in the improve-
ment of these portages, and inw making that route more perfect, would not it
conduce very inuch to what you say is the absolute sile qua uon<of the country,
uaniely, an imprbved, communication vith the settled parts of Canada ?- Ilf you
could make a railroaçl;, but there is no route in which canoes are exclusively
enployed which will ever inake the carriage of grain profitable. The expense
of a canoc for a single season (and a season is always implied in it) is never
less than 300 L.; it is from 300 1. to,500 1. for the wages of the men and their
maintenance. One of these large Lanoes will carry about 50 or 60 pieces of goods
of 90 lbs. weight cach ; that would male the grain excessiv.ely expensive; I
believe the expense was enormous in endeavouring to carry grain up to supply
the troops at Red River. That route was chosen, and the grain was carried
up at a vast expense. Such a canoe as I have spoken of is manned by seven
to fourteen men.

3060. How far does a canoe, such as vou have described, travel ?-The large
north canue goes only to Fort William; there it is changed for small canoes.
The saine 14 men who man one of the large canoes to Fort William man two
snall canoes. But the expense, of the two small north canoes would be the
same as the expense of une large canoe with 14 men, because there are seven
men to each sniall canoe.

3061. Have you travelled through the parts of Minesota and the United States
which adjoin our boundary there ?-Yes, I have been through Lake Huron, and
haye seen that part of Michigan.

30;2. In ihe country whicl1you speak of about Lake Huron and Michigan,
are there a variety of American settlenents and resident establishments which
have grown very fast indeed ?-Very fast.

3063. Have they the facilities of roads, or is it by canoe work that they are
obligxed to derive their supplies ?-They have railroads and steamboats; there
are ,ome of the finest steamboats in the world r running to those settlements

upon
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upon Lake Michigan ; there is a succession of large steanboats, three or four Sir J. Richardson,
running in a day to Michilimackinac on Lake Huron; and there is a railroad C. ;.
from New York to Chicago and Illinois.

3064. Mr. Bell.] There are steamboats on Lake Superior, are three not ?- 9 March 1857.

Now there are steamboats on Lake Superior.
3065. But they only go to the American settlements; there are none to the

English settlements ?-They were not running when I was there.
3066. Mr. Grogaz.1 You have described these powerful steamboats and rail-

roads also to some of the new American settlements ; were the settlements in
existence before these steamers went there, or did the steamers create the
settlements ?- Michilimackinac has been in existence sin-ce the time of the con-
quest of Canada.

3067. Have you ever been at a town called Superior, on tlie American side
of the upper end of Lake Superior ?-No; I have not been at Fond du Lac
at all.

3068. Have you been at Chicago ?-No; I have been at Michilimackinac only.
3069. We find settlements on the American territory which grow very

rapidly indeed, and steamers and railroads running into them; why are there
not settlements of the same description on the British side of the line ?--That
is the great thoroughfare for emigrants to the Mississippi Valley; they go from
New York by that route to the Mississippi; there is a constant passage of tra-
vellers. I have conversed'lately with a farmer from Illinois,; he told me that
in that very fertile country, where they could take 20 crops in succession
without manuring the ground, their grain was of no value without a railway,
and settlers were very scarce; they ran a Une of railway through a part of
the country, and instantly villages sprang up on both sides, and bags of grain
were piled up on each side of the railway,, more than they could carry away.

3070., Would not the former part of your description of Illinois exactly
apply to the Red River Settlement, that the inhabitants there were few, and
that the land was fertile, but that they wanted a mode of exporting their
produce ?-If you carried a railway to the lied River, I think you would have
settders.

3071. Previously to the establishment of a railway, however, to the Illinois
district which you spoke óf, people went and settled in that district?-They
did settle, but not in the same numbers; they were in smaller numbers; the
numbers increased rapidly after the opening up of the railroad.

3o72. They were all free, settlers, of course ?--Yes.
3073. Are there any considerable numbers of free settlers iii the Red River?

-I do not know. I am not able to speak as to the number çf free settlers.
3074. Is there any part of the river where it runs through into Lake Win-

nipeg navigable for steamers ?-I cannot tell; I never ascended the lied River;
I do not know what rapids there are in it; but I should suppose that steamers,
with a shallowdraught of water, might ascend it.

3075. You seem very apprehensive of the introduction of spirits into the
Hudson's Bay Company's territory in the event of part of it being thrown
open for colonisation ? Yes.

3(76. Would they be introduced, do you apprehend, by the British settlers,
or froin the American side ?-I think both ways.

3077. In point of fact, are ardent spirits used in the country now ?-There
are none in the interior. I do not know what is used upon the boundary line.
I did not visit the Red River Settlement.

3078. Mlr. Blackburn.] Do you compare Illinois and- the Red River Settle-
ment at all in point of agricultural capability ?-Not at all. Illinois I suppose
is the most fertile soi] in America.

3079. So that there is ro chance of the Red River being settled so rapidly às
Illinois ?-I should say not .the least; but I speak of the Red River mostly
from the information which I have gathered.

3080. Mr. Bell] You do not speak of the Red River from personal know-
ledge ?-No.

308 . It has been stated in evidence, I think, that the Red River will afford
crops twenty times in succession without manure ?-The Red River is at least
1,000 feet above the level of the sea, and very much higher -than Illinois ; that
is a great elenent against cultivation.

0.25. X 2 3082. Mr.
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Sir J. Richardson, 3082. Mr. Gregson.] Are you of opinion that no settlement, either of Euro-
c. B. peans or of Indians, could be formed without the protection of a military force?
- -1 am of that opinion.

9 March 1857. 3083. Mr. Bel.) What other productions of the country are there which
you are acquainted with; are there any other mineral productions at the
settlement of the Mackenzie River; I think in your journal you mention
plumbago ?-l have seen specimens of plumbago found near Fort Chipewayan.

3084. Was it of good quality ?-The piece that I saw was of very good

quality.
.3o85. Do you think it is found in considerable quantity ?-That I cannot

say ; I was unable to visit the spot.
3o86. You spoke of the inundations on the Saskatchewan River; do they

leave a deposit ?-They do.
3087. What description of deposit ?-They leave alluvial deposit, but it is

swept away in the spring floods again; there are large alluvial flats produced,
and they are constantly changing their situation.

3088. So that they do not leave any great body of soil ?-It would not be safe
to build on many of them ; but there are bluffs, such as that occupied by the
Indians, raised four or five feet above the level of the floods ; there are villages
located there.

3089. You were speaking of ground-ice; it bas been mentioned in the
Committee that there are swamps, between Lake Superior and Lake Winnipeg,
frozen permanently throughout the year; have you found that to bethe case?
- I have found late in the summer, when wading in lakes to collect water
plants, ice under my feet, but I canhot speak as to the extent. There is one
lake called Cold Water Lake, which has an exceedingly low temperature at all
seasons of the year ; upon the height of land there.

3o9o.. The subject of the influence of climate upon the cultivation of the
ground bas been mentioned several times; you say that clearing woods rather
deteriorates the climate; what do you think is the effect of draining marshes
and swamps ? -I should think that it would improve the climate.

3091. Should you imagine that any of this marshy country would, if settle-
ments were carried into'that neighbourhood, be capable of drainage, so as to
have that effect ?-Yes; 1 think that it would improve the climate if it were
thoroughly drained; but it must be a very remote thing; the country must be
settled previously.

3092. Mr. Charles Fitzrcilliam.] Have any geological surveys been made of
that country ?-No, unfortunately not; the north shore of Lake Superior has
been thoroughly surveyed by Mr. Logan and his assistants.

3093. What has been the result of that ?-They found somne minprals, which
have been worked; they found lead and copper.

3094. Any iron?-I dare say there is iron ; I saw plenty of iron ore in some
places;,,but that bas not been worked, so far as I know; there were four or
five Canadian companies formed for working minerals, and they all failed.

3095. Mr. Bell.J Do you understand~Why they failed, seeing that there are
successful companies on the south shore of the Lake ?-But that is a very
different deposit ; thut is native copper.

3096. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam,] Were those mining companies which failed
under the direction of competent persons?-That I cannot tell; they had
miners from this country ; there was a mine which I saw carried on, and
apparently there were a great many people employed-the Bruce mine upon
Lake Huron; that has failed, I understand, as a speculation, and the shares
have fallen to a nominal price.

3997. Mr. Edward Ellice.] But the Hudson's Bay Company had nothing to
do with any of these mines ?-No; in the case of a mine established on Lake
Superior, the Colonial Legislature granted the mine to a company, without
buying the Indian right, and that was the cause of the Indians coming down in
force and dispossessing the miners and burning the whole village.

3098. Mr. Bell.] Then you have no reason to suppose that if the Indians had
their-rights purchased fairly they would disturb any mining operations ?-No';
I think a small amount of purchase-money would have contented them.

-i o9. And this mining settlement was broken up entirely from the want of
taking that prudent and reasonable precaution ?-From want of management.

3100. Mr.

164'-
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3100. Mr. Grogan,] Would the failure of these mining companies to which Sir J. Richardson,
you refer have occurred if that precautionary step had been taken ?- I cannot C.B.

$ay; I believe they were not productive as mercantile speculations.
310. You describe that the Indians came down en masse and burnt and 9 MarI 1857.

destroyed the whole settlement?--They destroyed one mine; but there were
several mines at various distances.

3102. 'Was the destruction of the settlement and of the machinery, and so on,
the cause of the failure or abandonment of the mine, as far as you know? -I
suppose the miners would have resumed it had it been remunerative; and that
it was not worth their while to incur the expense a second time.

3103. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] So that you think that the country to the
north of Lake Superior is, not sufficiently rich in mineral produce to repay
mining companies ? -Minerals have not as yet been found in sufficient quantity.
It is very probable that if that country were thoroughly explored there mright
be workable minerals discovered. I think the geological formation is promising.

3104. Mr. Bell.] You do not know of any extensive examinations of that
part of the country; you are not aware that the Hudson's Bay Company have
taken any trouble in it ?-The Canadian Legislature have bad a thorough

rvey by a competent and'able moan, Mr. Logan, with a staff of assistants.
3,.,05. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Al these mines of which you have spoken,

whëre there has been either failure or success, are in .Canada, and not in
the Hudson's Bay territories, I believe ?-They are all in the Canadian terri-
tory.

3806. Mr. Bell.] Then there has been no mine opened on the Fudson's Bay
territory ?-Not that I know of; the watersed into Hudson's Bay, I suppose,
dividese the two Governments; the watersed into Lake Superior belongs to
Canada, and the watershed into Hudson's Bay to the Hudson's Bay territory.

3107. Mr. Charles Fitzwilliam.] Lut Lsee marked on the map Fort William
as a Hudson's Bay post ?-They have posts all along the Labrador too4 and
northern shores of the Great Lakes. Z

3108. I find the following passage in your book: "It would / true
economy in the Imperial Government or in the Hudsòn's Bay Comp'any, who
are the vir.tual sovereigns of the vast territory which spreads northwards from
Lake Superior, to ascertain without delay the mineral treasures it contains.
I have little doubt of many of the accessible districts abounding in metallie
wealth of îar greater value than al the returns which the fur trade can ever
yield "?-Yes; that was the opinion I formed from seeing it, but I did not find
these minerals myself; I only judged from the nature of the geological forma-
tion.

3109. Mr. Grogan.] But you see no reason to change the opinion which you
there expressed ?-I have not changed it ; I think if the country were thoroughly
explored minerals would be discovered. We find in our own coúntry that
valuable minerals are discovered every day.

3 1 0. Mr. Bell.] How far have you traced copper in your journeys ; there is
a considerable quantity, I believe, in the north, on the Copper Mine River ?-

There is a large copper district on each side of the Copper Mine River.
31 n. Between these copper deposits on Lake Superior and those in the

north, have you met with any intermediate ones ?-There is no mineral, as far
as 1 know, in the limestone districts.

31 12. This is your map, and the pink colour shows the primitive rock ?-
Yes, that shows the course of it, but it is exceedingly difficult to traverse that
upper part.

31 03. You do not know of any other veins of metal which have been met
with ?-I know of ione until you get to the Copper Mine River.

3114. With regard to the coal on the Saskatchewan, I do not think your
answer was perfectly clear as to the quality of it ?-The specimens which I saw
were tertiary coal.

31 115. Was it ail inferior coal It is all inferior coal ; it is not similar to the
large coalfield which is worked in Englatid; it is -a -kind of fossilised wood,
a lignite.

3 1 6. Is it not good for combustion ?--It burns, but it could not be used for ýe
purposes of art. It would iot heat a steam-engine well.

3: 17.: You said that the coal on the Mackenzie was bad, from the quantity of
sulphur ?-Yes.

0.25. X 3 3118. Is
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Sir J. Richardson, 311 8. Is that on the Saskatchewan' iable to the same objection ?-It is iable
C. B. to the same objection, but I did not visit the deposits upon the Saskatchewan;

1 do not know their extent.
9 March 1857. 3119. 'ou do not know of any secondary coal formations in the Hudson's

Bay territories'-None. There are coal formations in the Arctic SÈa of the
proper coalfield.

31 20. Near the mouth of the Mackenzie River ?-- o, they are further north
still; on Parry's Islands.

312 1. Near Melville Island ?-Yes, at 74 and 75 degrees. There is some also
in Greenland, 1understand.

3122., You have nentioned Fort Liard in our book as the northern limit of
the econornic cultivation of grain ?--Yes.

3123. I do not quite understand what you mean by economic cultivation ?-

Where the return will be sufficient to induce people to sow.
3124. Supposing it was found that there was any mineral wealth in that dis-

trict up as far as Fort Liard to induce settlement, the country and th«soil would
enable the cultivation of grain to be carried out sufficiently to support a settle-
nent, though it would not be sufficient to induce people to go as agriculturists?

-1 did not visit Fort Liard, so that I cannot tell what extent ofground is avail-
able ; I only know that it has been cultivated there ; but at Fort Sinpson, which
is not far from it, a little more northerly, they cultivate barley and rear cattle,
but they bring their hay 150 miles down the river to feed their stock during
the winter of nine nonths. They actually eut their hay 150 miles distant from
the post.

3122. With regard to the banks of the Peace River; have you travelled up;
the Peace River at all? -A little way; it crosses through a prairie, country,
much of it.

3126. Does the river run principally through a prairie country, or are the
banks wooded?-The banks are wooded, but there is an elevated plateau of
prairie land.

3127. Would you not consider that that would be a favourable agricultural
country, supposing it was more accessible; that is to say, that the prairies
inight be used for sheep and for pasture, and the wooded portions might be
cultivated ?-They could cultivate grain, so far as'I understand, upon the allu-
vial points of the Peace River; but the existence of wolves over the whole
prairies completely precludes the depasturing of sheep. The wolves are too
numerous for any domestic cattle to be turned out upon the prairies.

3128. Lord John Russell.] With regard to the prospects for the future, sup.
posing that no change vas made by the Government or by Parliament in the
authority which the Hrludson's Bay Company have hitherto had, do you. think
that they would be able, to preserve that authority as well as they have hitherto
done ?-I think so. Judging from the past, I think they would be able to
preserve it in the future. The only disturbance of the peace which J expect
inight arise would be from the Red River, from the half-caste settlers there
vishing to interfere with the fur trade; I think they would be likely to give
some trouble.

3 129, Would not persons from the United States or from Canada be likely
to wish to settle there, and settling there interfere with the fur trade ?-I think
the fur trade is the only thing that would bring them there; I do not think
they would come as settlers for any other reason.

3 130. Supposing that they settled for the reason of interfering in the fur
trade, which seems very possible, would not their attenpts to get possession of
the fur trade or to interfere in the fur trade, a good deal disturb the authority
of the Hudson's Bay Company ?-As long as the Hîudson's B3ay Company retain
their influence over the Indians, T think they cati prevent the people from
passing into the interior and disturbing them much, but if the trade were
opened, I think that a epntest would arise.

3131. Do you think that in the present state of that district, and of the
neighbouring country, the trade can be kept closed ?-1 think so for some
time, until settling advances nearer to them ; at present they are at such
a distance from any populous country, that they are secluded as it were from
the world.

3132. Do you contemplate preventing settlement as far as possible, or
allowing settlement, cndeavouring to prevent that settleinent being turned into

nmterference
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interference with the fur, trade ?-f do not see that settlements at the Red
River would interfere with it, but eteeents further north, I think, would
interfere with the fur trade.

-.3133. Therefore, you would not object to see settlement make progress at
the Red River ?-If the Red [tiver were put under a sufficiently powerful
government, apart from the Company, I see no reason why it should not be
settled, if they could get settlers to go there; but I do not thinl that settlers
will go, except, as 4 said before, to carry on the fur trade.

3134. Suppo'ing the Red River Settlement to be a separate territory, could
there be a frontier between the ted River Settlemfnt; and the country to the
north of it which would be available, and could be sufficiently marked to be
observed ?--There is no natural boundary; the only thing is that the Indians
are under the cohtrol of the Hudsou's Bay Company, and they could remove
thern from the immediate vicinity of the settlers.

3135. Are you aware whether the fur trade which has been carried on by
citizens of the United States within the borders of the Hudson's Bay Company's
territory has been very profitable to the individuals?-m-I cannot speak as to
that; my information is very imperfect upon that subject; I have no personal
knowledge of it; the United States Fur Company have posts in the immediate
vicinity of the Hudson's Bay posts, and they will give a high price for the furs
of course, and use every neans to get- the Indians to bring the furs to them,
but how far it is profitable I caimot say. 7

31 36. Do you sec any objection to giving every facility in order to promote
communication between Lake Superior and the Red River Settlement, to pro-
mote roads and other nieáns of intercourse ?-I sec no objection to improving
the communications at 111 ; naturally if the Goveiinent were to make a road
there they would wish it removed frorm the United States frontier.

3 f 37., Could there be a good communication from Lake Superior without at
all touching upon the United States territory ?-I think it would be difficult to
find a good route ; the country is ,very hilly and rocky.

3138. 'l he country in that, part near Lake Superior is very difficult and
rocky ? -It is very difficult. The watershed is close to Lake Superior, and the
ascent very sudden ; within a distance of 50 miles, the ascent is from 600 to
900 feet.

3139. Supposing the communication were through the Americanterritory,
would there be much ,difficulty in paying tolls or rates of duty for the transit ?
- I cannot answer that question. The easiest communication to lied River is
through the American territory by way of St. Paul's, i believe. That is the
easiest ascent, but it is by no means a safe route, I am told. Travellers are
subject to the hostile incursions of Indians.

3'40. Would not it be possible to make some arrangement between the
Government of this country, the Government of the United States, and the Hud-
son's Bay Company, which might be advantageous to all three ?-I dare say that
that might be d°one. Thereis an arrangement for the transit of goods from
Canada through the United States by way of New York. :1 he goods are
carried free of duty for embarkation there, and merely pay for the transit.
They are sealed up.

3141. British manufactures are now carried in that way sometimes from New
York, are they not ?-They are carried to New York by the Genessee from
Canada, and in the saine way the American ships descend the St. Lawrence ; ships
that have coie froii the American coasts of the Great Lakes.

3142. Mr. -BeU.] Do you think that any scheme which might be proposed
for cultivating the country, and taking advantage of its natural products, would
be incompatible with the fur trade; that it would collect settlers and make it
impossible to keep the fur trade closed ?-1 think that if settlers were to come
in in sufficient numbersthe fur trade would suffer.

3,43. 'And that would lead to disturbance throughout the country, and it
would be impossible to prescrve tranquillity ?-Without a strong Government.

3144. Lord Stanley.] In the event of a considerable influx of settlers taking
place at the 'Red River, would it be nt-cessary to remove the Indians from the
lied River; or do you consider that -a European settlemnent could co:-exist with
the lndian population ?-1 do not think, as far as I understand it, that it would
be necessary to remove any Indians froim the Red River; but (I am only speaking
now from supposition) i think that the Company would remove the Indians

0.25. , 1 X 4 from

Sir J. Richardson,
c. a.

9 March 1857-
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Sir J. Jichardaon, from Lake Winnipeg, and send them to hunt a little further north, to cut offC. B. the communication.

3 145. Mr. Bell.] Would you - consider that there was any advantage in5. removing Indians who were settled and had become cultivators of the soil ?-
I do not tlink they could remove them; they would not move.

3146. It lias been done in the United States, and also in Canada ?-That was
done by force.

3147. The Indians when they had settled the country and brought it into
cultivation objected very much to be removed ?-Exceedingly..

3149. Mr. Edward Ellice.] Do you not think that if the Red River Settle-
ment ivere an open colony.the Indians from all parts of the territory would
flock towards it in the hopes of getting liquor ?-That I cannot say; if liquor
were easily acquired I think that a great part of the furs would be carried in
that direction to procure liquor.

3149. Mr. Grogan.] The great want in that country in the way of coloniza-
tion is the means of a ready communication for the transit of their goods ?-
The means of exporting the,produce ; the want of that would bar cultivation.

3 5o. A project has been mentioned here as being contemplated for a canal
somewhere from Fond du Lac to communicate with the lower end of the Rainy
Lake in the British territory; if such a navigable canal were constructed, for
instance, would that in your opinion answer the purpose ?-It would not answer
the purpose for Red River without passing through the American territory,
and from Rainy Lake the route would be througlh a part -of the Amuerican
territory, unless they descended the difficult river Winnipeg.

3151. I should tell you that the project is American ; to construct it tbrough
American soil as far as it goes ?-If they could construct a canal there, it
would make the communication with Red River easier; but it would be through
American territory.

31 5b. But would it not have the effect of opening up that country for,
settlers ?.-I think so. If it is worth while to make a canal, the projectors must
see their way to the settling of people there; but that would be in the Ame-
rican territory, as I say.

3153. Is it within your knowledge that there is any communication by the
Rat or Reed River, Lake Winnipeg, and Red River ?-I have heard that there
is a canoe route in that direction.

3154. But you have never traversed it P-I have never traversed it; I have
heard that there is. a canoe route across there, and that the Americans travel
in that direction.

3155. Mr. Edward Ellice.] For how many months in the year would the
route be open by canal, by ordinary means ?-Between four and five months;
I suppose five months. 0

31.56. And for the other seven months it would be closed ?-Yes.
3157. Mr. Blackburn.] tHow many feet did you say the level of Rainy Lake

was above Lake Superior ?-I do not know without reference ; I suppose that
Rainy Lake would probably be 500 feet ; it is upon the other side of-the water
shed, upon the descent to Lake Winnipeg.

3158. So that there is no great probability of a canal being made to rise to
a superior level of 500 feet ?-No, I should think not; there would be a great
plany Iocks.
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Select Committee on the Hudson's Bay Company.
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«%EXTRACfromIthe RUporitTfrom the-Committeeappointed to-Inquire ilt9 tlÎè State and
Condition of the Countries adjoining to Hudson's Bay, and of the Trade carried on
there. 1749.

To the 2ight H1onourable~the-Lode of-a Committee of His Majesty's most Honourble Appendix, No.
Privy Counil. -

May' it please our 'Lordships,
Lq ,humble -obeience to 'your Lordshipe' Order in Gouneil of the 4th of February east,

representingthat,,bylan Order iniCouncil, bearing date the-26th-day of January last, there
was referrnd-to your fLordéhips'the humnblepetition of Arthur Dobbs, esq., and the rest of
the Committeeuappointed bythe subscribers for ,finding'out a.pamsageto the Western and
Southern -Ocean<of Arnerica, for 'themselves and the other adventyrers; and that your
Lordshipsehaving.tàken the saidipetition into consideration, vereip1eased to refer the same
to us, to consider:thereof,.and report our opinion thereupon to your Lordships.

'Which petition setsfoxh,-thatthe petitioners, in the'year 1746, did, at their own costs
and charges, fit ont two ships upon an expedition in search of the north-west passage to
the Wegtern and Southern'Oeean of Anierica, in order 'to extend the trade, ànd increase
the wealth and:power of Great Britain,'by finding out new countries and nations to trade
with, as well in the great north- estern continent of America, ,beyond Hudson's Bay, as in
countries still farther distant, ant hitherto unknown to the EurQpeans ; and also to many
large and populous ielande*in-ihat greant iWestern'Ocean.

That the petitioners, by means of-the said expedition, have, made several discoveries of
baye, inlets, anu coasts, before-unknown, -and have a.reasonable prospect of finding a passage
to the Southern Ocean, by sea, although ihe discovery may not be perfected without
repeated 'trials, lupon aceountýof-the difRoulties and danger of searching different unknown
infets 'and strait, -and ýfailing 'through new sea, ,and of procuring men of, resolution,
capaeity, and idtçgrity, to pursueýit efectually.

That the petiUoners flnd th4t the reward'df 20;000 L., given'by-Parliament, is not adequate
to the expense the adventurers must be at to perfect the discovery, they having -nlready
expended dbovehalf-thatoum intheir lateexpedition.

'That the:petitioners Sfind that, upon 'a -ormer attempt, his Malest's predecessor King
Charles the Second, as -a suitale -eneouraeement,:granted a Royal Charter to the Goverior
and'Company df Adveuturersdin 'England'trading 'to iudson's Bay, naking them a body
corporate for everupon ihéir pedtion,'-setting 'forth that hey'Êid, 'at their own prýper
costs and dhorges;mide-a expedition to dliscover.n new passage into the $ouih Sea, and'for
finding some trade of furs, mines, id other cômmodities; and gave them -the sole 'property
of al the landathoyshould diseover, together with un ýexclusive trade to all the contries
-within Hudson',Straite, notin.pousesion of-any of hiesubjects or of any other Christian
power, withther oyaltiessof-mines,,minerais, ems,.and royal fish, toenablethem to find out
the passage, fxtend the trade, and to -plant the' ,eountries they should diseover, pnying two
elka and two blackbeavers, wheuever and as often'as his;Mçtjes4y and hie successors should
enter -their, 4ritories; granting dothom the gremest pvileges as lords proprietors, saving
only their faith and allegiance to the Crown of Great Britain.

Tilhe :petitionersbegileave ýto-obsere, .that the said Company have net since effectually, or
in oarnest, searohed aforthesaid passage, ;but have rother ,endeavoured to conceal the same,
and to obstrmdt the adiscov<ey thereof 1y othérs; -nor have they made any new discovery-
either upon the cost, or in the inland countries adjoining to eqdson's Bay, since the grant
dfiheirdhafter; nor have hey tken;possession-fior occupied anydffthe lande ogranted to
'them,'or extende*thirtrade ntthnland-partsthe'djoiriingeoftinent; nor made any

lantations or taflemenmt, exeetiour 'Factories, una one amdll ,tradinghouee, in all.-whih -
heyhveaidiinel,iin time-df pesea,'boùt 120;pPesns,'servantto the Coinpany; nr,

have they allowed any other of His Majestys subjects to plant, settle, or trade lu any of
.25-(I). A the
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A ppendix, No. the countries a:djoining to the Bay granted to them by their charter; yet have connived
-t or allowed the French to encroach, settle, and trade, within their limite, on the south
side of the Bay, to the great detriment and loss of Great Britain.

That the petitionere, being desirou& to pursue the discovery of the passage to the
Southenî Ocean of America by land of by water, will engage not only to prosecute the
sane until it be thoroughly discovered as far as practicable, but also to settle and improve
the land in all the ceuntries on that northern continent, by making alliances with, and
civilising the natives, and incorporating-with then, and by that meane lay a foundation
for their becoming Christians, and industrious subjects of his 'Majesty; and also extend
the British trade into the heart of that northern continent around the Bay, and into such
countries as they may discover beyond it in the Western Ocean, and to usetheir utnost
endeavours to prevent the French encroachments upon the British rights and trade in that
continent.

lu order tlierefore to enable the petitioners to prosecute and bring to perfection so valu-
able a discovery, and to civilise the natives and settle the lands without loss of time;
and that the trade and settlement of such extensive countries may not be longer dçlayed,
or perhaps for ever lost to bis Majesty a d bis successors, by the encroaehments of the
French,-

The petitioners most humbly pray, that Hie Majesty would be graciously pleased to in-
çorporate the petitioners and the other subscribersbrd finding out the said passage, or such
of then and such-other persons as they shall engage in the said undertaking, and their suc-
cessors for ever, and grant to them the property of all the lands they shall discover, setle,
and plant, in a limited time, in the northern continent of Amekica adjoining to Hudson's
Bay and Straits, not already occupied and settled by the present Company of Adventurers
trading to Hudson's Bay, with the like privileges and royalties as were granted to the said
Company: and that His Majesty would be pleased to grant unto the petitioners (during the
infancy of their settlements) an exclusive trade, for such a terni of years as May be granted
to discôverers of new arts and trade, to all such countries into which they shall extend their
trade by land or by water, not already granted by Act of Parliament to othe companies, reserv-
ing to the present Company of Adventurers trading to Hudson's Bay all the forts, factories,
and settlements they at present occupX and possess, with a reasonable district round each of
their possessions and factories; or that his Majesty would be pleased to grant the peti-
tioners such other relief and encouragement as to his Majesty in bis great wisdom should
seeni meet.

We have taken the sane into consideration, and have been attended by Counsel both in
behalf of the petitioners, and the Hudsons Bay Company, who oppose the petition as it
interferes with their charter.

The petitioners insisted on two general things: that the Company's charter was cither
void in it original creation, or became forfeited by the Company's conduct under it.

That the petitioners have, by their late attempts to discover the north-west passage and
navigation in those parts, merited the favour pctitioned for.

As to the first, the petitioners endeavoured to sho*, that the .grant of the éountry and
territories included in the Company's charter was void for the uncertainty of its extent,
being bounded by no limite of mountains, rivers, seas, latitude or longitude, and that the
grant of the exclusive trade within such limits as there were, was a monopoly, and void on
that account.

With respect to both these, considering how long the Company have enjoyed and acted
under this charter, without interruption or encroachment, we cannot think it advisable for
His Majesty to noke any express or imnplied declaration against the validity of it, till there
has bçen sone judgment of a court of justice to warrant it; and the rather, because,. if the
charter is void m either respect, there iéf nothing to hinder the petitioners from exercising
the same trade which the Company now carres on; and the petitioners own grant, if obtained,'
will itself be liable, in a great degree, to the sane objection.

As to the supposed forfeiture of the Company's charter by nofiuser of abuser, the charge
upon that head is of several sorte, viz.: That they have not diseovered, nor sufgiciently at-
tempted to discover, the north-west passage into the South Seas or Western Ocean:

T4àt they have not extended their settlements through the limits of tbeir charter:
That they lavedesignedly confined their trade to a very narrow compass; and have for

that purpose abused the Indians, neglected their own forts, ill-treated their own servants,
and encouraged the French.

'But on consideration of all the evidence laid before us, by many afdidavits on both sides
(beiewith enclôsed), we think these charges are cither not sufficiently supported in point of
fact, or in a great measure accounted for from the nature or circumstances of the case.

As to the petitioners' merit, it consiste in the late attempts made to discover the same pas-
sage; which, however as yet unsuccessful in the main point, may -probably be of use here-
after in that discove'ry, if it should ever be made, or in opening sorme trade or other, if any
should hereafter be found practicable; and have certainly lost the petitioners considerable
sums of money. e
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But as the grant, proposed is not necessary in order to prosecute any future attempt of Appendix, No.
the like kind, and the charter of the Hudson's Bay Company does not prohibit the petitioners
from the use of any of the'ports, rivers, or seas included in their charter, or deprive them of
the protection of the present settlements there; we humbly submit to your Lordships con-
sideration, whether it will be proper at present tu grant a charter to the petitioners, which
muat necessarily break in upon that of the Hudson's Bay Company, and may occasion great
confusion by the interfering iùterest of two companies setting up the same trade against
each othar in the sane parts, and under like exclusive charters: Al which is humbly sub-
mitted te yout Lordships' consideration.

D. Ryder.
W. Murray.

10 August 1748.
(Truc copy.)

W S/arpe.
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EXTRACT froma the REPOtT from the Committee ap-

pointed to Inqui e into the State and' Condition of the
Countries adjoin' g to Hudson's Bay, and'of the Trade
carried on there. 1749.

23 F;bruary 1857.

[Gycat inconvenience haviig arisen from the Publication of
Minutes of Evidence taken before Cminittees, and of

Papers, 35c. laid before them, it is parUcularly requested
that Membets receiving such Minutes and Papers wiill be
careful thai they are conined to the olject for whieh they

» are prn~ted, the special use of the Mljembers o such
Committees.]

.25-(1).
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PAPERS delivered in by Sir George Simpson, and referre& to in bis Evidence,
2 March 1857.

Appeidix, No. .

(A.)

LAND DEED.

THIS INDENTURE, made the day of in the, ear
of ouriLord One 'thousand eight hundred and forty between the Governor and
Company of Adventurers of England, trading into Hudson's Bay, of the one part, and

*of of the other part.

WHnEREAs the said is desirous of becoming a settler upon the land
hereinafter described or intended so te be, being certain part of a territory in North
America, belonging te the said Governor and Company, and held under the Crown'by
charter. NoW THEREFORIE, THIS INDENTURE WITNESSETH, That, in consideration of

and in consideration also of the covenants hereinafter contained on the part'of the said
they, the said Governor and Comapany, do hereby grant, demise, and

lease unto the said bis executors, administrators, and assigns,
ALL THAT piece or parcel of land, belag of lot No. , as described
at large in the official survey of Red River Settlement, and containing, more or less,

English acres,
% wjth the necessary appurtenances thereto, To HAVE

AND TO HOLD the said piece or parcel of land hereby demised or intended so to be, and
every part thereof, with the appurtenances unto the said 1 bis
executors, administrators, and assigns, froin the day next before the day of the date of
these presents, and for and during µnd unto the full terni of One thousand years, thence
next ensuing ; yielding and paying therefore yearly and every year, during the said term,
and upon the Michaelmas day in each year, the rent or sum of one pepper-corn, thie first
payment whercof to be made upon the Twenty-ninth day of September next ensuing the
date hereof. ANI the said for himself, his heirs, e5ecutors,
and administrators, doth hereby covenant and agree with the said Governor and Com-
pany, in manner following, that is te say, tiat he the said
shall or will, within forty days from the date hereof, settle and establish himself or them-
selves and continue to reside upon the said hereby demised land, and shall or will, within
five years froni the date of thes.e presents, bring or cause or procure to be brought into a
state of cultivation one-tenth part of the said hereby demidd land, and thenceforth. con-
tinue the same in such state. Aw that, during the said term, lie the said

bis executors, administrators, and assigns, shall not, directly or indirectly,
mediately or immediately, violate or evade any of the chartered or licensed privileges of
the said'Governor and Company, or any restrictions on trading or dealing ivith Indians or
others, which have been or may be imposed by the said Governor and Company, or by
any other competent authority, or in any way enable any perspn or persons to violate or
evade, or to persevere ini violaiig or evading, the same, and, in short, shall obey all such
laws and regulations as ithin tie said settlement now are, or hereafter may be, in force,
for preventig the distillation of spirits, for preserving internal peace, for repelling foreign
aggression, for making and repairing roads and bridges, and*for encouraging and promoting
-gencral education and religious inlstruction. AND that he the said

his executors, administrators, or assigns, shall or will from time to time, and at ail
times during the said terni, contribute in a due proportion te the expenses of all public
establishments, whether of an ecclesiastical, civil, military, or other nature, including therein
the maintenance of the ®lergy, the building and endowment of schools which arc or shall
or nay be formed under the authority of the cbarter or charters hereinbefore referred to.

0.25-(2). A 'AND

Lot, No.

Term, 1,000 year.

One-tenth of the land
to be broyght into
cultivation within ive
yenrs.

Reservati o of Indian
trade, &c.

Distlation of oïirits.

Support of ecclesias-
ta, civil, und mi.
4tary establshments,
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Appendix, No. . AND alsoh1îat lie or they at proper seasons in every year, and in or towards the making
- and repài-ing of such roads and higlways as lie within

miles fronithe sâid hereby demised premises, shall and will employ himself or themselves
and Tis or their servants, horses, cattle, carts, and carriages, and other necessary things for
that purpose, where and when required to do so by the surveyor or overseer for the time
being, appointed for the making and amending public roads, bridges, and highways within
such luits as aforesaid; such requisition, nevertheless, in point of time, not to exceed six
days in each year computed day by day, and from Michaclnias to Michaelmas. And also
that lie the said his executors, administrators, and assigus
shall not, nor will, without the licence or consent of the said Governor and Conpanyfor
that purpose first obtained, carry on or establish, or attempt to carry on or establish in any
parts of North America, any trade or traffic in or relating to any kind of skins, furs, peltry,
or dressed leather, nor in any manner directly or indirèctly aid or abet any person or per-
sons in carrying on such trade or tråfdic; nor shall nor will at any time or times during the
said terni distil, or cause or procure to be distilled, spirituous liquors of any nature or kind
soever, either upon the land hereby demised, or within any other part of the territories
belonging to the said Governor and ompany in North Anerica, norý during the said terni,
knowingly suffer or permit any other, person or persons whomsoever to distil any such
liquors upon the said demised land or any part thereof. And the said
for himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, doth hereby further covenant with
thef said Governor and Company, and their successors, that le the said
his executors, administrators, and assigns, will use his and their best endeavours to maintain
the defence and internal peace of the territories of the said Governor and Company in
North America, and shall and will, be chargeable therewith according to such laws and
regulations as are now ia force in respect of the same territories or as shalWfrom time to
time be made by competent authority ; and also that he the said
his executors, administrators, or assigns, shall not nor -will ut any time or times during the
said terni, or by any direct or indirect, mediate or immediate manner, ways, or meians,
infringe or violate or set about or attempt to infringe or violate, or aid, assist, or abet or
set about or attempt to aid, assist, or abet, or supply with spirituous liquors, trading goods,
provisions, or other necessaries, any person or persons whomsoever, corporate or incorporate,
or any prince, power, potentate or State whatsoever, who shall infringe or violate or who
shall set about or attempt to infringe or violate the exclusive rights, powers, privileges, and
immunities of commerce, trade, and traffic, or all or any other of the exclusive rights,
powers, privileges, and immunities, of or belonging or in anywise appertaining to, or held,
used, or enjoyed by the said Governor and Company and their successors under their
charter or charters, without the licnce or consent of the said Governor and Company, and
their successors for the time being, first had and obtained. AND LASTLY, that lie the said

his executorè, administrators, or assigns, shall not nor will,
at any time during the said terni, under-let, or assign, or otherwise alienate,,or dispose, or
part with, the actual possession of the said land hereby demised or any part thereof, for all
or any part of the said terni, or any interest derived under the sane, without the consent
in writing-of the said Governor and Company for the time being first had and obtained.
AND ALSO that he the said bis executors, administrators,
or assigns, shall or will, within six calendar months from the date hereof, as to these
presents, and within six calendar months from the date of each respective assignment or
under-,ease, to be made under or througli these presents; and with respect to each such
assignment and under-lease respectively, cause these presents and every such assignment
or under-lease, when made, to be registered in the register of thé said territories in North
America, or of the district in which e th said hereby demised land shall be situate, and
wherever such register shall be kept at the time. PROVIDED ALWAYs, hevertheless, and
it is hereby declared and agreed,.that if the said his executors,
administraters, or assigns, shall not in all things well and truly observe and perforni all and
every the èovenants and agreements herein contained, on his and their behalf to be observed
and performed, then, and in citheir of such cases, and either upon or after the first breach,
or any subsequent breach or breaches of covenant, and as to any subsequent breach or
breaches, notwi4hstanding fhere may have been any waiver or waivers, or supposed waiver
or waivers thereof, by the acceptance of rent or otherwise, it shal or may bejawful to and
for the said Governor: and Company, and their successors or assigns, to enter into and upon
the said hereby demised premises, or any part thereof, in the uame of the whole thereof,
and to have,-hold, retain, and enjoy the sane as in their former state, and also tO put an
end to, and determine the,said terni of one thousand years, or so much thereof as shall b
then unexpired, and all and cvery person or persons then occupying the same premiseb, or
claining tifle thereto, to put out and amove anything hereinbefore contained to the con-
trary iotwithsta'nding. IN WITNESS whereof, the said parties to those presents have liere-
unto set their hands and seals, the day and year first above written, at Red River Settle-
ment aforesaid.

Signed, sealed and delivered, in the presence of
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A STATISTICAL ACCOUNT of RED ]LIVER COLONY, taken on the 20th to the 24th of May 1856.

Number
Year. of Ages. Religion. Country.

Families. g

e; ~ ~ ce C'lu

Average, ~o
lm CD CD a1856. 6, 'Q c ', * .* O

a a a a a a a a a *- -s a '
pe F<amiy. eo o g o o o o e 'i

1856 - . 1,082 5 243 276 220 153 85 58 15 4 488 60 534 40 13 116 92 1 816 2

1849 - 1,052 - 240 252 227 170 92 37 14 - 539 - 513 46 27 129 1ß1 3 684 2

Increase-4 30 5 3 24 - - - 21 1 4 - 60 21 - - - - - 132 -

Decrease- - - - - 7 17 7 - - - 51 - - 6 14 13 .69 2 - -

Year. Population. Dwellings.

Men. 'Women. Sons. Daughters. Total.

M8'e. Un- i Un- Above Under Above Under
married. j married. 16., 16. 15. 15. o

1856 - - 86 237 992 298 521 1,481 451 1,557 3,225 3,298 6,523 922 1,232 399

1849 - - 73 145 877 135 382 1,314 373e 1,292 2,714 2,577 5,291 745 1,066 335

1rqcrease - 13 92 115 163 139 167 78 265 511 721 1,232 177 166 64

Decrease - 92 - - - . - - - - - -

Year. Live Stock. Implements.

1 8 5 6. I res. Mares. Oxdn. B la. Cows Calves. Pigs. Sheep. Ploughs. Harrows. Carts. Canoes. B ats.

___ --.-. 1- -- - - - -a .

1856 - -

1849 - -

Increase -

Decrease -

1, 03

1, 95

08

1,296

990

306

2,726

2,097

629

290

155

135

3,593

2,147

1,446

2,614

1,615

1,029

4,674

1,565

3,109

2,429

3,096

667,

585

492

93

730

576

154

2,045

1,918'

1,027

522

428

94

40

15

Year. and. Machinery. Publie Buildings. Loss 6f Animals During Winter,
year n( Nahinýy.Public uili'igs.1855 and 1856.

at

1856. Tno Bushets b

per Aere. . , ,

Acres.
1856 -,- 8,371 16 9 8 2 6 1 " 9 56 1 16 3 21 16 43 57 28

1849- - 6,392 18 î - - - - 7 12 - 1 - - -

Increase - 1,9784- - 8 8 2 6 1 2 5 56 - - - -

Decrease- - - 2 - - - - - - - - . - - - - -

-~~ ~ ~~~ L- 1
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AVERAGE V.&LUE of the above Dwellings, Live Stock, Implements, and Machinery.

Houses. Stables. Barns.

25 Houses, 100 Houses, 200 Houses, 200 Houses, 397 Houses, 616 Stables, 616 Stables, 199 Barns, 200 Barns,
at 300L. cach. at 1001. each. at 50L. each. at 25L. each. at 121. each. nt 81. each. at 51. each. at 12L. each. at 81. each.

£.s.d. . g.d. d. £. s.. £. .d. £. a.d. £. a.d. £ .. d. £· s.d.

7,500 - - 10,000 - - 10,000 - - 5,000 - - 4,764 - - 4,928 - - 3,080 - - 2,388 - - 1,600 - -

Live Stock. Implernents.

2,799 Horss 3,016 Oxen 3,593 Cow," 2,644 Calves, 4,674 Pigs, 2,429 585 730 2,045 522 55 Boats,and Mares, and Bulls, at at at Sheep, Ploughs, Harrows, Cartt, Canoes,
8!. lO.cih.4.li.ei at rit rit rt nit 15!. each.

08. each. 4l 10t each. 21. 10,. cach. I1. each. 10s. 6d. each. 12. ch. 4.10 s.each. 5s. eah. 11. ec . -12e. ch.

£. s. d. £. .d. . £, d. .. £.d. 'd. d. . .d. £. a.d. £. a.d.

23,791 10 - 13,572 - - 8,982 10 - 2,644 - - 2,453 17 - 1,457 8 - 2,632 10 - 182 10 - 2,045 - - 313 4 - 825 -

Machinery. Total Amount.

16 Mills 9 Water- 8 Threshing 2 Reaping 6 l Carding GRAND
at ' mils, Mills, Machmes, Winnowing Dwellings. Live Stock. Imptements. Machinery.

1001. each. at at at Machines' Mill. 31ToTAL.
1501. each. 401. each. 30L. each. at 21. each.

S£. #. d.' e.s d. £ .d, s. d. £,s .£ .d. £ .d. £ .d. .s d. £ s.d. £. .d.

1,000 - - 1,350 - - 320 - - 60 - - 12 - - 35 - - 49,260 - - 52,901 5 - 5,998 4 - 3,377 - - 111,536 9 -

COURTS.

Petty Local Courts.
Quarterly 'General Courts, 1855-50. Total.

Petty Offences.

Numfber Cases Hay Assault Defamation To
August. November. February. May. of 'Trespas n 8" and of Number

Cases. demeanor. Privilege. £ittryr haçter. Cs

No cases. No cases. One case. No cases. 1 1 6 1 1 1 11

Petty Local Courts-continued.

Debt. Total Amount
'-of al

the 38 Cases
From Prom From From From 7tom Prom Prom From Prom Total of

1/ bi 10/ 20/ 30/ 40/ 50/ 60/ 70/ 90/ Number of Petty Courts
tg 5/- to 10/ to 20/ to 30/ to 401 to 50/ to 60/ to 70/ to 8-0/ ta 1001 Cases. for One Year.

4. 51. .

4 8 5 4 2 1 - -2 - ~.- - 27 46 13 6

District of Assiniboi% 1 Jane 1856.

T. G. Johnson, Governor of Assiniboia.

WtlIiam, R. Smith, Secretary.
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(C.)

IlMDIAN POPULATION.

IT is a matter of great difficulty to obain reliable information respecting the Indian
population, their migratory habits, and the vast extent of country over which they are
spread, misleading the calculations, and rendering it almost impracticable to prepare a satis-
factory census. The following estimates have been compiled with great care, from a muss
of documents and the actual personal knowledge of several of the Company's officers, tested
by comparison with published statements, especially those presented to Government in 1846
by Messrs. Warreand Vavasour, and those of Colonel Lefroy, R.Â., contained in a paper
read before the Canadian Institute.

ESTABLISHMENTS of the HuDsoN's BAY CoMPAYv in 1856, and Number of INDus
frequenting them.

Number of
P O S T. Locality. Department. District. Indiana

frequenting it,

Fort Chipewyan - -
Dunveean - - -
Vermillon - - -

Fond du Lac - -
Fort Simpson - -
Fort aux Liards - -
Fort Halkett - -

Youcon - - -

Peel's River - -
Lapierre's House - -
Fort Good Hope - -
Fort Rae - - -

Fort Resolution - -
Big Island - - -

Fort Norman - -
Ile à la Crosse - -
Rapid River - -

Green Lake - -
Deers' Lake - -
Portage la Loche - -
Edmonton - - -
Carlton - - -

Fort Pitt - -

Rocky Mountair House
Lac la Biche , - -
Lesser Slave Lake -

-Fort Assiniboine - -

Jasper's House - -
Fort à la Corne - -
Cumberland House -
Moose Lake - -
The Pas "- - -

Fort Jelly - - -
ce - - -

Qu'àpelle -
ghoa Rver. - -

Touchwood Hills -
Egg Lake - - -

Fort Gairry - -

Lower Fort Garry -
White Horse Plain -

Pembina - - -

Manitobah - - -

Reed JÀake - - -

Fort Francis - -

Fort Alexander . -
Rat Portage - -
White Dog - " -
lAc de Bonnet - -
Lac -de Bois Blanc -,
Shoal Lake - - -

Norway House - -

0.e5-(2). .

Indian Territory -

'j
- ,, - -

- ,, - -

- ,, - -

- ,, - -

- , - -

Rupert's Land

- , - -

- ,, - -

- , - -

- ,, -., -

Indian Territ -
Rupers '-
India- Terriory -
Rupert's Land -

- ,, - -

- j, - -

'j

- ,, - -

- ,, - -

- , - -

- ,, - -

- , -
Idaerrto -
Ru e'an--

In 9y ertoy-

RuetYiad -

Northern -

- , -

-j, -

-j, -

- , -

- , -

- ,, -

l,

- ,, -

- ,, -

- ,, -

- ,, -

- ,, -

- ,, -

- ,, -

,- ,, -

et

s, -

- ,, -

- ,, -
- , -

- , -l,

- ,, -

- ,, -

- ,, --.-

- ,, -

- ,, -

, -

el

'I

'j

g,

el

et

et

- , -

te

0

- , .

- , -
- el -

- le -

- , .
- , -

-B , -

Athabasca -

- -i -e
M'Kenzie's B~iver

English River-

- , - -

- j, . - -

Saskatchewana

- , - -

- ,, - -

- ,, - -

- ,, - -

Cumberland -

- n, - -

Swan -R4 e -

- , . - -

- ,, - -

- 'j -

Lac la Pluie -

- ,, - · ·

- , -

- ,, - -

- 'j -

Norwy use -

Appndis, N.

750
400

150
2,000

40O
800

4,000
1,000

Ibo
200
500
500

80
700
700
250
420
250

7,600
6,000
7,000
6,000

600
400
150
200
300
350
200
200

500

250
150
800'
900

7000,

hafre!de
ineudig1-hat& b ntw

1,000 ditto.
200 ditto.

50
1,600 ,

300
500
100

80
200
200
600

(continued)
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Appendix, No. -
P O S T.

Beren's River •

Nelson's River -
York Factory -
Churchill - -

Severn - -

Trout Lake - -

Oxford House -
Albany Factory -
Marten's Falls -
Osnaburg - -

Lac Seul - -

Matawagamingue
Kuckatoosh - -

Michipicoton -
Êatchewana - -

Mamainse - -

Pie - - -

Long Lake - -

Lake Nipigon -
Fort Wiam -

Pigeon River -
Lac d'Original -
Lacloche - -

Little Carrent -
Mississauge -
Green Lae - -

Whiteflish Lake -
Sault, St. Marie -
Moose Factory -
lannah Bay

Abitibi -, -

New Brunswick -
Great Whale River -
Little Whale River -
Fort George -
Rtupert's iouse -
Mistasinny - -
Temiskamay -
Woswonaby - -
Mechiskan - -
Pike Lake - -

Nitchequon - -
Kaniapiscow -

Temiscamingue House -
Grand Lac - -
Kakabeagino - -
Lake Nepisingue - -
Hunter's Lodge -
Temnagamingue -
Lac des Allumettes
Joachin - - -

Matawa - -
Buckingham - -
Rivière Desert -
Lachine House -
Three Rivers - -
Weymontachingue
Kikandatch - -
Tadousac - -

Chicoutimie - - -
Lake St. John's - -
Isle Jeremie
Godbout - -

Seven Islands -
Mingan - -

Musquarro - -
Natosquan - -
North West River
Fort Nascopie -
Rigolet - -

Kibokok - -

Fort Vancouver -

Umpqua - - e

Rupert'es Land - 1

Canada --

Rupert's land-

Canada --

», --

Ruperts Land ,

le

Canada.' -

»I - -

C.nad - -

Rnper Land -
Canada - -

l,

Y,

Y)

9,

Newou-ln -

Rupers Land -
N , -

- n- -

- n- .

- regn -ertr -

Canad - -

-Rupert's Land -

-CNwfoadln
- 'J.

- ahigo, Tri

tory
- rgnTertr,

hiern - 1orway House -
le

- York- - -

Il- - -

thern - Albany - -

y>~ l
- -$-

- Kinogumissee' -
-2

- Lake Superior -
-, -,--

,- --

J - -,-

,- --

J, --

J, - -l-

Lake Huron -

-J,-

J, --

- Sault St. Marie -

- Moose - -

J, - -,

DJ - -I

- -»-
- East Main - -

- Rupert's River -

J, - -,

- Pi -

J, - - -

- - -

- J, - -I

J, - Temiscamingue -

J, - -,

- -,--

Montreal -

l,

e>

t,

le

'J

J,

-,

'J

-,

-,

-J

-,

-

-

-

-

-

Oregon ' -

Fort Coulonge

Lac des Sables -
-,--

Lachine · -

St. Maurice -
,,, - -

King's Posts -

, -, -

Mingan - -

'J

Esquimaux Bay -

C-b

-,

Columbia - -

J,

160
400
800
400250
250
300
400
200
200
300
250
150
300
109

50
100

80
250
350

50
50

150
500
150
150
150
150,
180
50

350-
150
250
250
g00
250
200

75
150
75
80
80
75

400
200
100
130
100
100
200

75
100

50
100

Whites.
White$.

150
130
100
100
250
250
100
300
500
100
100
100
200
100
100
200

800

-
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IO S T. Locality. Department. District.
.. i -MIM hu

Cape Disappointment

Chinook Poitt -
Caweemnan - -

Champooeg - -
NisquIlly - -
'Cowelitz -

Fort Colvile

Pend Oreilles-River
Flat Heads - -

Kootonais - -
Okanagan -
Walla Walla -
Fort Hall - -
Fort Boisée - .

Fort Victoria
Fort Rupert · -

Nanaimo - -

Fort Langley -

Fort Simpson -

Kamloops • -
Fort Hope - -

Stuart's Lake -
M'Leod's Lake -
Fraser's'Lake -
Alexandria - -
Fort George - -
Babines - -

Connolly's Lake -

Honolulu - -

Washington Terri-
tory.

- , - --Il .,, - -

Oregon'Territory -
- - --

- n - --

Washington Terri-
tory.

Indian Territory -
Washington Terri-

tory.
- ,, -

- ,, - -

Oregon Territory -

. ,, - -

Vancouver'es Island,
- ,, - -

- ,, - -

Indian Territory -

-.3

- J,

- J,

- »

Sandwich Islande - 1 -

Oregon

- ,,

- n

- ,,

- ,,

- ,,

- ,,

»

Columbia -

Colvile

Snake Country -

Vancouver's Island.

Fraser's River -

North West Coast
Northern Tribes -

-Thompson's River

- New Caledonia -
-- 'n, -

-- n> -

- - n, - -

>9- - -

- - ,, - ,-

Add Whites and half breeds in Hudson's Bay Territory, not included - -

Add Ezguimaux not enumerated - - - - - - -

Toutr - - -

Appendix, No.

100
100
'150
500
-259
800

,400
500

500
300
800
200
200

5,000
4,000
3,009
4,000

10,000
25,000

2,000

12,000

6,000
4,000

158,960

-The Indian. Races shown in detail in the foregoing Censtis raay be Iepsified as
follo*s:

thickwood Indians on the cet sidaof the Rocky Mountainus
The Plain Tribes (Blackfeet, &c.) - - - -

The Esquimaux - - - - • - -

Indians settled in Canada - - - " - - -

Indians in British Oregon and on the North West Coast -

'Total' Iodians - - a

Whitea and hàlf-breedo iMi gudson's BaflTerritory - *

A5,000
25,000

4,000,

3,000
80,000

147,000

11,000

- - |~ 158,000 .

-V:-

- -

- -

- -
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REGULATIONS for promoting Moral and Religions Improvement.

Resolved, 1st That, for the moral and religiou improvement of the servants, "the more
effectual civilization and the instruction of the-f'i es and Indians attaclied to the different
establishments, the Sabbath be duly observed as a day of rest at nll the Company's poste
throughout the country, and Divine service be publiely read with becoming solemnity, at
ivhich ail the servants and families residegt be encouraged to attend, together with any of
the ndians who-may be at hand, and whoxa it may be proper to invite.

2d. That in course of the week due attention be bestowed to furnish the women and
children with such regular and useful occupation as is suited to their age and capacities, and
best calculated to suppress vicious and promote virtuous habits.

3d. As a preparative to education, that the women and children at the several posts in
the country,bc always addressed and habituated to converse in the language (whether
English or French) of the father of the family; and that he be encouraged to devote a
portion of his Içisure time to their instruction, as far as his own knowledge and ability will
permit.

COPY of the 40th and 59th Standing ]Rules of the FuR TRADE, established by the
Councils of the Northern and Southern Departments of Ruperts Land.

40th. Tar the Indians be treated with kindness and indulgence, and mild and con-
ciliatory menus resorted to in order to encourage industry, repress vice, and inculepte
morality; that the use of spirituous liquors be gradually discontinued in the yery few dis-
tricts in which it is yet indispensable; and that the Indians bé liberally s'upplied with
requisite necessaries, particularly with articles of ammunition, whether they have the means
of paying for it or not, and that no gentleman in charge of district or post be at liberty to
alter or vary the standard or usual mode of trade with the Indians, except by special per-
mission of council.

59th. That not more than-two gallons of spirituous liquor, and four gallons of wine, be
sold at the depôt to any individual in the Company's service, of what rank soever he
may be.

(D. 2.)

EXTRACT froin the MiNUTES of a Cou rCIL for the Southern Departmeùt of Ruperts
Land, held on the 30th May 1851.

Resolved, 42. "IN order to enforce habits of temperance throughout the Company's
territories, it is resolved,

" That from and after this date, no spirituous liquor be issued from the Moóse depôt,
either to the Compaâîy's officers or servants, to strangers, or to Indians; that an eluivalent
be made for the drams which it has heretofore been customary to give, either in tea, sugar,
molasses, biscuit, tobacco, or ammunition; that the, allowance of brandy to the Coinpany's
officers be discontinued, and that no spirituous liquors be ,hereafter imported to Moose
Factory."

(D. 3.)'

Cony AGREEMEN' prçhibiting Use of Spirituous Liquors on North West Coast.

WITr a view effectually tç guard agaiùst the injurious consequences that arise from the
use of spirituous liquors in the Indian trade of the îorth-west coast, it is hereby agreed by
Sir George Simpson, Governor in Chief of Rupert's Land, acting on behalf of the Honourable
Hudson's Bay Company; and his Excellency Adolphns Etholon, captain in the Imperial navy,
and Governor of the Russian American Colonies on the north-west coast of America, acting
on béhalf of the Russian American Company, that no spirituous liquors shall be sold or given
to Indians in barter, as presents, or on any pretence or consideration whatsoever, by any
of the officers or servants belonging or attached to any of thé establismenti or vessels
belonging to either concern, or by any other person or persois acting on their behalf, on
any pàrt of the zorth-west coast of America, to the (latitude) northward of latitude
50', unless competition in trade should'render it necessary, with a view to the protection of

the
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the interesta of the Hudson's Bay CoÊapany, to discontinue this agreement, in so far as the
same relates to or is applicable to that part of the coast to the southward of latitude 54o 40'.
This agreement to have effect from the date hereof ai New Archangel, or wherever else
the Russian American Company have deahngs' with Indians on the north-west coast, and
from the date of the receipt of a copy thereof at the establishments of Takoo, 'ke, Fort
Simpson, and Fort M'Loughlin.

Given under our hands and sea, at New Archangel, this 13th May 1842.

(sigued) George Simpson. (L.s.)

4olphus Ethoton. (L. s.)

Appendix, No.
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P A PE RS.

PAPERS delivered in by Sir George Simpon, and referred
to in bis Evidence, 2 March 1857.

5 Marck 1857.

[Great inconvenience having arisen from the Publication of
Minutes of 9vidence taken beore Commiutes, and of
Papers, 4c. laid before them, it i. particularly requated
that Members receiving such Minutes and Papers wii be
carefu that they arc confined to the oiject for which t4ey
are printed, the speial use of the Members ef such
Cornmittees.]

.25-(2).



Select Committee on the Hudson's Bay Company.
1857.

P A P E R S.

PAPERS delivered in by Mr. A. Isbister, 5 March 1857.

CORRESPONDENCE between Mr. Abbott Lawrence and Viscount Palmerston, Appendix, No.

respecting a Complaint alleging that the Hudson's Bay Company furnish
large Quantities of Spirits to the Indians on the North-Western Frontier of
the United States.

No. 1.
Mr. Lawrence to Viscount Palmerston.

United States' Legation,
My Lord, 138, Piccadilly, 12 February 1850.

REPRESENTATIONS have been ïade to the Government of the United States, fromn
reliable sources, that the Hudson's Bay Company annually furnish to the Indians on the

-north-western frontier of the United States large quantities of spirituous liquor, endangering
therebythe peace of the border, as well as cotrupting the Indians themselves, It bas been
the policyof the United States to prevent, as much as possible, the use of spirituous liquors
among the naiives. The interests of Her Majesty's Government are believed to be identical
with those of the United States in this respect. As complainte of this nature have been
frequently made to the Government of the United States, and it bas become satisfied that
they are well founded, [ have been instructed to make this practice the subject of a friendly
renionstrance to Her Majesty's Government, and request it to co-operate with the Govern-
ment of the United States in the repression of the evil, by issuing suitable ihistructions to
the Il udson's Bay Coinpahv, or in such other manner as may best accomplish the desired
result. I have the honour, therefore, to ask yoùr Lordship to lay this remonstrance before
the proper department of Her Majesty's Government, and to request its co-operation in a
measure dictated by policy, as well as demanded by humanity.

I enclose a copy of a letter to the Secretary of State of the United States, accompianying
my instructions on this subject, and

I have, &c.
(signed)" Abbott Lawrence.

Ênelosure in No. 1.
Mr. Sibley to Mr. Clayton.

House of Representatives,
Sir, Washington, 8 December 1849.

Tunis existe on our north-westem boundary a state of things which calis imperatively for
the interference of the Government. I refer to thp immense amount of spirituous liquor
which is imported by the Hudson's Bay Company anhually, not only for their trade in the
British possessione, but which is furnished ,to the Indians who reside and hunt withmn the
limits of the United States. That this evil exists to a very great extent, and renders nuit
ail the efforts of our Governmént to prevent the introduction of ardent spirits into the
Indian country, is a fact which ?an be established by incontestable testimony, and bas been
already made the subject of memorials to the prqperdepartment. My object in making the
communication which I bave now the honour to address you is, to ascertain whether there
would be any impropriety in having the matter brought to the notice of the British Govern-
ment, in -the shape of a friendly-remonstiance _from you to the Minister of that Power. I
know of no other way to accomplish thé proposed end, which is the reprèssion of an evil of
great magnitude, threatening the peace of our north-western frontier.

I have, &c.
(signed) Heniy W. Sibley.

-o.a5-(3).
No. 2.



,APPENDIX TO REPORT PROM THE

Appendix, No. 2.

Viscount Palmerston to Mr. Lawrence.

Sir, Foreign Office, il April 1850.
wI rn not fail to refer to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for te Colonies

your letter of the 12th of February last, remonstrating against the practice alleged to be
pursued by the udson's Bay Company, of furnishing annually to the Indians who reside
and1unt within the limita of the United Sigtets, large quantities of spirituous liquors; and I
have now the honour to transmit to you b4rewith a copy of a letter which Earl Grey has
r"ceived from Sir John Pelly, the Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company.^

In that letter, Sir John Pelly states that spirits are never given to the Indians by the
Hudson's Bay Company in the way of trade, either on the frontiers or in any other part of
the territories of the Company. sir John Pelly states, however, that persons residing at
Red River Settlementand at Pembina, within the American froritiér, carry on an extensive
and illicit tralfic iný fqag wiyth the Indians residing within the tervitories of the Hudson's Bay
Company, and thit great quantiries of spirituous liquors are soldto the Indiand in the course
of that traffic; and Sir John Pelly adds, that although the Hudson'q-Bay Company
employ ail the, means in their power to suppress this traffic, their èforts have been mu a
great measure defeated by the encouragement 'which it receives on the American side of

-the border.,
Iam, 8&c.

(signed) Palmersion.

Enclosure in No. 2.

Sir John Pelly to Earl G Wy.

Hudson's Bay House, London,
My Lord, 9 March 1850.

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge tkeZÎeceipt of Xr. Under Secretary flawes' letter of
the 6t1 instant, accompanied by t copy of à letter from the office of the Sècretary of State
for Foreign Affairs, enclosing a remonstrance from the. Government of the United States
against the practice alleged to be pursued by the Hud"rs Bay Comparty of furnishing
large quantities of spirituous iquors to the Indians on the north-western frontier of those
States. Mr. Hawes adds a request on the part of your Lordship that ' would make a
report to you on the allegations contained in those papers.

To the allegations contained in this remonstrance, and in the letter of Mr.'Sibley, on which
it appears to be founded, I have no liesitation in giving the most unqualified denial. Spirits
are never given to the Indians by the Hudson's ay Company in trade, either on the
frontiers or in any Cther part of their territories.

The average quantity of spirits annually supplied to each of the frontier-posts, according
to the best itiformation to which I have access ut present, does not exceed twenty gallons.
A small portion of this not very extravagant supply, rendered harmless by difixtion, is given
to the Indians as a "regale " when they bring the produce of their hunts to the station, in
conformity with a custom of long standing, which it has been found impossible to discontinue
without altogether abandoning the fur trade in a large district of country. Whether this
can endanger the peace of the frontier, I leave your Lordship to judge.

Far be it from me, however, to say that spirits are not used, and that in large quantities,
in trading with the Indians on the frontiers. The Hudson's Bay Company are well aware
that an illicit traffic in furs is carried on to a great extent within the Company's territories
by persons residing, some at Red River Settlement, and others et Pembina, within the
American frontier; that the article chiefly used by those persons in this traflic is spirits, and
that the furs so procured invariably find their way to the fur-traders at St. Peter's. This is
the evil which endangers the peace of the frontier, if it be endangered, and which the
Hudson's Bay Company are using every means in their power to suppress; but theip.efforts
towards this end have been in a great measure neutralized by the encouragement given to
it from the American side of the border.

The American Government, I ara aware, bas established stringent regulations against tlie
use of spirits in the Indian trade, but it is à well-known fact that those regulations are
evaded, and that spirits are even claudestinely introduced into the Companja te'ritories by
citizens of the United States. In a country situated as these frontier districts are, it is not
an easy 'matter to give effect to regulations or la ws, to the breach of which there is so strong
a temptation in the gain to which it leads; but I can confidently assure your Lordship of
the readness of the Htids6n'a Bay Company to use the meot strenuous exertions to carry

out any measures which Her Mjesty's Government and the Government of the United
States may agree upon as best adaptéd to repress the evil in question.

I am not sorry, nmy Lord, that this subject has been bruught under your Lordship's notice,
as it affords me an dpportunity of correcting the erroneous stàtements which bave been
made in Parliament, and promulgated through the press, respecting the quantities of spirits
imported into their territories by the Hudson a Bay Company.

Your
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Your Lordship will probably be surprised woc. i inform voit that, from the vear 1842 to
1849 inclusive, the average quantity annually imported by the Company into the whole of
the territories under their control, to the east and west of the Rocky Mountains, is only
4,396k gallons; a quantity which, if distributed only to the men employed in the service
in daily allowances, would amount to less than two table-spoonfuls to each man. It is to
be observed, too, that out of the above-mentioned quantity the troops stationed at Red
River Settlement in 1846, 1847, and 1848 (whose consumption in daily rations alone was
upwards-of 4,500 gallons) had to be supplied, and also the corps of pensioners who suc-
eeeded them. There cannot, therefore, have been much left for the demoralization of the
natives.

I have, &c.
(signed ) J. N. Pelly.

Appendix, No.
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PAPER furnished by Mr. A. Ih6istert, ad referred to in bis Evidence, 6 March 1857.

Dann of LÂAND to JosepÀ Mon&mrn, i2th day of March 1844.

THIS INDENTURE, made the Twelfth day of iarch, in the year of our Lord One Appendix, No.
thousand Eight hundred and Forty-four, betweein the Governor and Company of Adven-
turers of Engtand, trading into Hudsoi's Bay, of the une part, and Joseph Monkman,
of Red River Settlement, yeoman, of the other part.

WuiiaEAS the said Joseph Monkmaa is desirous of becoming a settler upon the land
hereinafter described or intended so to be, being certain part of a territory, in North
America, belonging te the said Governor and C'omapany, 'md held under the Crown by
Charter. Now TIMIREFORE, TOIs INDENTURa wlT ss8T, that, in connideration of the
said .oseph Monkman having derived right to the title f>nnerly held by the tate Mi chel
Xilcool to the possession of the lands hereby diid, and in consideration aise of the
covenants hereinafter contained on the part of Ïhe'said Joseph MmAnkman, they, the said
Governor aud Company do hereby grant, demse, and lease unto the said Joseph Mlonkman,
bis executors, administrators, and assigna, ALI TEAT piece or parcel of land distinguished
in the survey of Red River Seulement as No. 142, and thereiin described, the whole con-
taining one hundred and twenty-five statute acres or thereby, and weil known te the said
Joseph Monkaan, with the necessary appurtenauces thereto, To RAV a WD T OL» the
said piece or parcel of land hereby demised or intended so to be, and every part thereof,
with the appurtenances, unto the said Joseph Monkman, bis executors, admnîastrators, and
assigna, from the day next before the day of the date of these presnt-t and for and during
and unto the fuil term of one thousand years, thence next ensuing ; yielding and paying
therefore yearly and every year, during le said term, and upon the Miclaelmas day in
each year, the rent or sura of three peppercorns, the first payment whereof to be made
upon the twenty-ninth day of September next ensuing -the date, hereuf. AN O the said
JusepA Monkn, for himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, doth hereby covenant
and agree with the said Governor and Company, in nianner following, that i% to say, Thiat
he the sid Joseph Monkman shal or will, withim forty days from the date hereof, settle
and establish himself or themselves and continue to reside upon the said hereby demised
land, and slall or will within five years front the date of these presents, bring, or cause or
procure to be brought into a state of cultivation one-sixth part of the saidhereby demised
lánd, and therieeforth continue the same in such state. Au» that he the said Josepk
Mönkman, bis executors, administrators, or assigna, shall or wili from timet to time, and at
ail times during the said term, contribute in a dite proportion to the expense of all public
establishments, whether of au ecclesiastical, civil, military, or other nature, including
therein the maintenant e of the clergy, the building and endowment of schools, which are or
shat or may be formed under the authority of the charter or charters hereinbefore referred te.
A znD aiso that he or they at proper seasons li every year, and in or towarda the naking
asd repairing of such roads and highwas as lie wittun two miles from the said hereby

i demised preinises, shail and will employ himself or themselves, and hte or their servants,
herses, cattle, carts, and cariages, and other necessary things for thet purpose, where and
when re9uired se tV do by the surveyor or overseer for the time beingp appointed for the

lxk~mg and 'hending publie roads, bridges and highways, within sch limat as aforesaid;
such requisition, nevertheless, in point of time net to exceed six days in each year
conip uted day by day, and from Miehlaelmas te Michaelmas' and shall or will use bis
or their endeavours for the benefit and support of the clergyman to whom, or whose
comoiunion hè of they aball belong, by emnployîng himself, or theiselves, and his or their
servants, lirses, cttle, earts and carriages, and other thinga necessary for the purpose,
noi etceedibg at and after the rate of three days in the spring, and three days in the
au'ttib of eath'year; and in every other respect, when and whereby the said clergyman
shall appoint. 'ANn also tbat hé the said Joseph Moinahwa, his executors, administrators,
and assg s, shal net 'not will, without' the hcense or consent of the sai4 Governor and
Coin "n for %hat' rsod first.ôbtaiOed,.-carry on or establish, oi uttempt to carry on or
estïblù ii ' 'o' North Anserica, any trade or traille in or relatin to ' n ki4 of
skind Wré,'ori 7', ' or dressed leather, nor inany manner directly or t reétj aid or
ahet, o e ersons ina barryian on iicb trade or tra1ic; nor shah* ror Wl at any
timWo? 'ldihring 'thd'&ltàkitml dstil or cause or procure te he ditilled, ' 'itous
liqüöIôdflh dintue o kiud '0dver, 'either'upori the land- hereby -demised. or viit any
otbeiga«ft th ritties tef tg to the said Govemor and Company in North America,
nor dUing thi said tern, knowingly suffer or permit any other person or persons whom-

0.25-(4). suever,
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. soever, to distil any such liquors upon the said- denmised land, or any part thereof. AND
also that lie the said JosepA Mfonman, his executors, administrators, and assigns, shall not
nor will at any time export beyond. the territories of the said Governor end Company any
effects, being the "produce of the said land, or acquired 'by the said Joseph Monman, his
executors, administrators, and ussigns, within the territories of the said Governor and Com-
pany, and intended to be exported by him the said Josepi Monasmm, his executors, admi-
pastrators and assigns, other than and except at Port Nelson (one of the ports belonging to
the said Company), and iii ships or vessels or in a ship or vessel beloniging to or in the
çervice of the said Governor and Company to be conveyed to thé port of London, and there
fo be lodged and deposited in some or one of the warehouses belonging to or used for that
purpose by the saidr Governor and Company, and with power to selil nd dispose of the
sanme effects on the account of the said Joseph Monkmazî, his executors, administrators, and
assigns. AND also shail not nor will import any goods or effects into the territories of the
said Governor and Company in North America, or any part theteo',pther than and except
fron the said port of London, and through some or one of the kaeouses belonging to or
used by the said Governor and Company lor the warehousing ofgoods in the said port of
London, and other than ,and except in a vessel or vessels, ahip or ships belonging to the
said Governor and Company, or in their service. ANn also that he orthey shall or will
pay and allow to the said Governor and Company in respect of all such produce, goods,
and commodities. ivether exported or imported, ail charges as and for an in the nature
of gaugage, wharfage, warehouse-room, and commission for sale, whichshall be or con-
stitute the uverage or ordiînary price or prices in similar cases, together with such charge for
freightage es shall at the time or respective times he fair and reasonable; and shall and
will allow, or pay as iii the nature of a cutstom or duty, any sum not exceeding five'pdunds,
for and upon every oine hundred pouids in value or amount of the produce, goods and
commodities which shall or rmay be conveyed tb or fromu Port Nelson from or to the port
of London as aforesaid, and so mn proportion for a less quantity in value or in amount than
one hundred pounids, unless the saine kind of produce, goods, and commodities shall be
subject to a higher rate of duty on importation ut Quebec, and then in cases ofimportation.
That he or they shall and will pay and allow unto the said Governor and Company sums
at and after the saue rate as shall be paid or payable at Quebec, such value or amount to
bc from time to Lime fixed and ascertained in ail cases of iniport by and upon the actual and
bonàfide invoice prices, and in all cases of export by the net proceeds of sales at London
aloi esaid. Arnn the said Joseph Monkman, fgr himself, his heirs, executors, and adminis-
tiators, doth hereby furiher covenaint with the %s4d Governor andCompany, and their suc-
cesors, that he the said Joseph Monkman. his e*ecutors, administrators, and assigna, will
use his and their best endeavours to maintain the defence and internal peace of the terri-
tories of the said Governor and Company in North America, and shall and will be charge-
able therewith according to such laws and regulations as are nw in force in respect of the
same territories, or as shall from time to time be made by competent authority; and alse
that lie the said Joseph fonkman, bis executors, administrators, or assigna shal not nor
will at any time or times during the said term, or by any direct or indirect, mediate or
immediate manner, ways, or means, infringe or violate, or set about or attempt to infringe
or violate,or aid. assist, or abet, or set about' or attempt to aid, assist, or abet, or supply
with spirtuous liquors, tiading goods, provisions or other necessaries, any person or per-
sons whomisoever, corporate or incorporate, or any prince, power, potentate, or state what-
soever, who shahl infringe or violate, or who shal set about or attempt to infringe or
violate the exclusive rights, powers, privileges, and immunities of commerce, trade, and
traffic, or all or any other of the exclusive rights, powers, privileges, and immunities of or
belonging or in any wise appertaining to, or held, used, or enjoyed by the said Governor and
Company and their successors under their charteror charters, witlfout the license or consent of
the said Governor and Company and their suceessors for the time being first bad and obtained.
AND LASTLY, that he the said Joseph Monnmand, bis executors, administrators, or assigns, shall
not nor will, at, any time during the said terra, under-let, or assign, or otherwise alienate, or dis-
pose, or part with, the actual possession of the said land hereby demised, or any part thereof,
for all or any part of the said terni, or any interest derived under the sanie, without the consent
in writing of the said Governor and Company for the time being first had and obtained.
AND aào that he the said Josephi Monkman, his executors, administrators, or assigns,
shal1 or will, within six calendar months. from the date hereof, as to these presents, and
mwithini six calendar months from the date of each respective assigument or under-lease, to
be made uider or thtough these presents; and with respect to each sach assigginient and
unider-lenase respectively, cause these presents, and every such assignaient or under-lease,
ivhçn made, to be registered in the register of the said territoiies in North America, or of
the-distiet in which the said hereby demised land shali le situate, and wherever such
register shall be kept ut the time. PRotVIn» ALways, nevertheless, and it is bereby
deciaied and agreed, that if the said Ioseph Monkman, his executors, administrators, or
assigns, shal not in ail things well and trulý observe and perform all and every the cove-
nants anid agreements herein contained, on his ahd their behalf to be observed and performed,
then, and in eithier of such cases, and either upén or after the first breach, or any subsequent,
breach.or breaches of covenant,'and as to any wbe«enëit birach~or breaches, notwithstand-
ing there may have bçen arny waiver or A aivers, or supposed waiver or waivers thereof, by
the acceptance of rent or otherwise, it shalU or thay be lawful to and for the said Governor
and Company, and their suocessors or assign, to enter anto and upon the said bereby
demised premises, or any part thereof, in the natùe of the whole thereof, and to have, hold

retan,
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retain, and enjoy the same as in their former state, and also to put an end to, and deter- Appendix, No.
mine the same term of one thlousand years, or so much thereof as shal be then unexpired,
and all and every person or persons then occupymng the sane premises, or elàiming title
thereto, to put ont and smore any thing hereinbefore contained to the contrary notwith-
standing. IN WITNEBSS hereof, the sma parties to these preseuts have hereMuto set their
hands and seals, the day and year first above written.

For the Governor and Company aforesaid,

Dun. Finlayseon, Governor of Assinibora. (.. B.)

Jouph MonAm. '(L. .)

Signed, sealed, and delvered, in the presence of
George Taylor, of Red Iiver Settlement, Surveyor,
and John Black, of the same place, Clerk in the
service of the said Governor and Company.

George Tylor, Witness.

John Black, Witness.

Il Il
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PAPER furnished by the Rev. G. O. Corbett, and referred to in Question 2773
of his Evidence, 5 March 1857.

EXTRACT from MiNuTirs of Meeting of the Governor and Council of Ruperts Land,, Agpeir, No.
held at Red River Setlement, 10 June 1845.

Resolved, 1. Trr, once in every year, any British subject, if an actual resident, and not
a fur trafficker, may import, whether fron London or from St. Peter's, stores free of any duty
now about to be imposed, on declaring truly that he has imported them at his own risk.

2. That, once in every year, any British subject, if qualified as before, may exempt
from duty, as before, importa of the local value of ten pounds, on declaring truly that they
are intended exchisively to be used by himself within Red River Settlement, and have been
purchased with certain specified productions or manufactures of the aforesaid settlement,
exported in the sane season or by the latest vessel-at his own risk.

3."That, once in every year, any British subject, if qualified as before, who may have
personally accompanied both his exports and importe, as defined in the preceding Resolution,
May exeinpt from duty, as before, imports of the local value of 50 L., on declaring truly
that they are either to be consumed by himself, or to be sold by himself to actual consumers
within the aforesaid settlement, and have been purchased with certain specified productions
or manufactures of the settlement, carried away by himself in the sane season or by the
latest vessel at his own risk.

4. That all- other imports from the United Kingdom for the aforesaid settlement, shall,
before delivery, pay at York Factory a duty of 20 per cent. on their prime cost, provided,
however, that the Governor of the settlement be hereby authorised to exempt from the
saine all such importers as may, from year to year, be reasonably-believed by him to have
neither trafficked in furs themselves since the Bth day of December 1844, nor enabled others
to do so by illegally og improperly supplying thein with trading articles of any description.

5. That all other imports from any part of the United States shall pay all duties
payable under the provisions of 5 & 6 Viet. c. 49, the imperial statute for regulating the
foreign trade of the British possessions in North America; provided, however, that the
Governor-in-Chief, or, in his absence, the President of the Couneil, may so modify the
machinery of the said Act of Parliament as to adapt the saine to the circumstances of
the country.

7. That henceforward no goods shall be delivered at York Factory to any but persons
duly licensed to freight the sane, such licenses being given only in those cases in which no
'fur trafficker may have any interest direct or indirect.

8. That any intoxicating dtink, if found in a fur traecker's possession,'beyond the limita
of the aforesaid settlement, may be seized and destroyed by any person on the spot.

Whereas the intervention of middlemen is alike injurious to the Honourable Company
and to the people; it is Resolved,

9. TFhat henceforward furs shall be purchased fromn none but the actual hunters of the
same.

Fort Garry, 10 July 1845.

0.25--(5).
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