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THE ACTS

Or

SECOND SYNOD (

o

ESBYTIRIAN CH

=

AND

THE

PROCEEDINGS

BRITISH COLUMBIA

THIE

URCH IN CANADA,

Hel at Victoria, from March st to March zed.iho3.

PIRST SEDERUNT.

At Vietoria and within First Preshy-
terian Church there, Wednesday the first
day of March inthe yearof our Lord, one
thousand cight hundred and ninety three
at half-past sgven o clock in the evening:-

The Synod of British Colimbia, of the
r u‘\h\uu.m(.huun Canada, met.
nm;, Moderator, the Rev. D.
e the usual devotional exer-
cises preached from the words “Now 1
would not have vou gnorant, brethern,
that oftentimes 1 purpose to come unto
vou (hut was let hitherto) that T might
have some fruit among vou also, even as
among other Gentiles. T amdebtor hoth
to the Greeksand to the Barbarians; hoth
to thevwise and to the unwise. So as
much as in me is, I am ready to preach
the Gospel to vou that are at Rome also.
For 1 am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ; for it is the power ol God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek."—Ro-
mans I, 13:16.

In the absence of the stated clerk, the
Rev. A. Young, of Wellington, was on
motion duly seconded, Ap)mmlul to act
as Clerk pro tempore, and took the place
accordingly.

The Roll'of the Synod was then called
and the attendance of members marked.

The Moderator then addressed the
Synod; thanking the members for the
honour done hlm inappointing himasthe
first Moderator of the Synod of British
Columbia, and stated the time had come
to electa Moderator for theensuing year.

It was then moved hy NMr. P Nel'. Me
Leod, seconded by Dro Campbell, and
unanimously agreed to that the Reverend
Thomas Scouler, of-New Westminster, be
and herehy is appoited Moderator tor
the ensuin

My, Scouler was then escorted to the
chair by his mover and seconder, and ad-
dressed the Synod, thanking them for the
honour.

It was moved hy My D, Maclaven,
seconded by M. Maxwell and agreed to,
That the thanksof the Syund hetendered
to the retiring Moderator torhisexcellent
sermon, at the opening of the Court and
that he be requested to publish it in
whole or in part.

On motion duly made and scconded, it

< agreed that the hours of meeting be

year.

trom 10 A ML till 1 PN, andtrom 2:30
il 6 P2 AL and from 7: 30 P MLl 10
P. M.

It was moved by Mr. D. MacRae, sec-

onded by Mr. P.\McF.
That Dr. Campbelland Mr.J. M. McLeod
Im associated and the Clerks of Preshy-
present at this mecting, with the
Llul\ of the Synod pro tempore, to com-
pose the Committee on Bills and Over-
tures, and that said Committee nicet to-
morrow morning at 9 o'clock, to receive
all papers and arrange the docket of
. business for the day, and further that the
first half hour of the morning sederunt be
spent in devotional excreises,

The hour of adjournment having arrived
the Synod adjourned to meet again in the
same place to-morrow morningat ten o'
clock, of which public intimation was

MceLeod and agreed
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the benediction.
SECOND SEDERU

At Victoria and within First Preshig
terian Church there, (he second day of
Mareh, one thousan cizht handred g

ninety-three, the Svnod of 13y sl (
biame

Thetirst halfhour Wasspentindevoti

erator

The minutes of last sed rutit were read

and sustained

Mr G

setting forth” the items to he taken
atthe morning and
On motion duly made and Sse
report was received and s
dation adoped.

The matter of eccles

taken up.

committee toconsist of the

Milne, Mr. ] °C. Brown, Rev, ;. Ay
and Rev. A Lee
such legi

Provinees of the Dominion: \Mr.
Fell to be Convener.

Messrs. AL C. Man
ing present were in
pond with the Synod and took seats
cordingly.

The case of St. \ndrews Church, Vi
toria, referred to he
byterv of Vancouver |

ertson, A, Carmichael, 1. Hutcheson, A,
M. Muir, C. G. Ballantyne, Thomas A.
Brydon, J. A. Thomson and Cornelius |,
Soule; and for the Session:-Rev, P Nl
McLeod, Rev. A. B Winchester, | Milne,
Mr. J. T. Bethune and Mr. Finlayson,
The following papers in the case were
read, viz:—Anextract minuteof the Pres.
hytery of Vancouver Island; 2nd-A re.
quisition from the members of St. An-
drews Church; 3rd—\ minute from the
Session of St. Andrews Church; +th-A
petition from the aforesaid ten members
of St. Andrews Church; 5th-A petition
from the Session of St. Andrews Church,
and 6th-A reference from the Session of
St. Andrews Church, Thefollowing par-

made, and this sederiint was closed with

ol

ion-
alexercises in which Messes. Logan and
Fraser took part. Thereatior the Sy
was constituted with prayer by the Mod.

erator,

R Maxwell presented and read el sustained.
areport from the Committee on RBusiness,

wp
alternoon sederunts,
onded, the
ommen-

drews Clinren, v ictorin
Look up his adddrese
terruption by the g,
heard to the close

Messrs, ¢, (i, Ballantyne, T
sonand I Hutcehesoy,
of the ten Petitioners

tical legislation
for the Church in British Columbia, was
DroCamphell introduced the
subject, and moved that i committee he and Dr. Milie were he:
appomted to wateh such legislation; (he

of "‘”"“"”r‘: P hour off adjournmeng
sons, namely, Mr. Thornton Fell, Dy, was moved hy . (
ded and agrecd—Th
adjourns, meet againat 8 poyg
of 7:30 0"clo k,
hered to the close. The Moder
public intimation ¢ this,
adjourned to me
the sederunt was closed with the |
tion,

tid committee to seenre
tion inthe Provinee of British
Columbia in relation to our Church, in
the line of the legisl8tion in the other
Thornton

moand Higgins he.
ted to sitand corres.

ac-

‘nod by the Pres.
sland, was taken
up. Parties were called, and the follow-
ing petitioners appeared :—\lessrs, T, \f.
Henderson, R. 3, McMicking, 1. R.Rol.

ateighto'clock in the
of British Columbig n
Jourament, and Was constituted
prayer, Mr. Herdman leadiy

read and sustained.

members who had he

tained, had now arrived, to call the
of the P

loops; which was done, me
Preshyteries, present, responding.

sions being present, was asked to sit
correspond,
from the former sederunt .
sumed by Mess
son in behalf of the Kirk Session,

At this stage of the discussion,
agreed, on motion by Mr. M
seconded by Mr. Shaw—T],

ties (petitioners ) were heard in ghe ense—
Messrs, [, R, Roberteon, g BoNeNek.
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FOURTH SEDERUNT,
At the same place and on the same day
vening: the Synod
et pursuant to q-
with

2.
The minutes of the last meeting were

It was agreed that inasmuch as other
n unavoidably e
rolls
byteries of Calgary and Kam.
mbers of those

Dr. Robertson, Superintendent of Mis-

and
The discussion adjourned
as then re-
s. Winchester and Finlay-
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axwell and
at fifteen min-




utes be allowed to a speaker from either
side, to make reply.

Mr. Robertson, on the side of the Peti-
tioners, then spoke in defence of the posi-
tion assumed by himself and the Petition-
ers. Mr. P. McF. McLeod also spoke in
behalf of himself and those who adhered
to him.

Parties were then removed from the bar.

After some remarks, Dr. Campbhell
moved, seconded by Mr. Young,— I'hat
the Synod having heard the case re St
Andrews Congregation, brought before it
by the petition of Mr. J.R. Robertson and
others, regret that difficulties have arisen
which brought discord into the congrega-
tion, and congratulate the Petitionersand
Respondents on the calm and Tucid man-
ner in which the case was submitted to
the Court, and the Christian spirit mani
fested hy all who spoke; and havi
desire to reconcile parties and pr
the unity of the Congregation in the
honds of peace; and believing that thisis
more likely to be accomplished by a Com-
mission than in any other wayv, hereby
appoint Messrs. Scouler, Young. McLar-
en, D.A. Macr: ¢, (Ministers) and Messrs.
Thornton Fell and Shaw, (Elders), aSyn-
odical Commission to meet at as carly a
date asdesirable the Petitioners, the Re
pondents, and the Congregation of St.
Andrews Church, and take any steps they
may deem best to remove the cause of the
present discord, and bring about peace
and harmony; said Commission to have
power to issue the case and report to the
next meeting of the Synod.

The hour of adjournment having arriv-
ed, Mr. Langill moved, scconded by Mr.

Maxwell, and agreed, —That an exten-
sion of half an hour be given to consider
the question.

Mr. Maclaren then moved, seconded by
Mr. A. Fraser, to the following effect :

The Synod having heard at great length
the partiesin thecase,and thereby toallin-
tents and purposes made the investiga-
tion asked for, would strongly urge the
Petitioners to accept the offer of reconcil-
iation made by Mr. McLeod, andentreat
all parties to work together in the spirit
of Christian brotherhood; but il unfortu-
nately they refuse toact upon this recom-
mendation, the Synod recommend them
to ask the Preshytery to organize them
into a new congregation.

Some delay having taken place, it was
finally agreed on motion by Mr. Maclar-
en, seconded by Mr. J. M. McLeod,—That
the discussion be adjourned till tomorrow.

The Synod then adjourned to meet to-
morrow morning at ten o'clock in the

8

forenoon and this sederunt was closed

with the benediction.
FIFTH SEDERUNT.

At Victoria and within First Preshvter-
ian Church there, the third day of March
one thouand eight hundred and ninety-
three, at ten o'clock in the forenoon: the
Synod of British Columbia met, and after
praise and reading of the Word, was con
stituted with prayer, Mr. Langill lead-
l”;_!.

The minutes of the former
were read and sustained.

The discussion adjourned from ster-
day wasresumed.  Mr. Maclarenexpress
ed o wish to withdraw, with the consent
of his seconder, his amendment, as he had
no wish to divide the Synod in the mat-
ter. His wish was granted.  He then
moved, seconded by Mr. J. N, McLeod
and  agreed,— That a Committee con-
sisting of Messrs. J. C. Herdman, Con-
vener, Dr. Robertson, Dr. Campbell, A.
Young and the Mover, (Ministers), and
Messrs. A. Shaw and A. Bethune, (Elders)
to be appointed to draw up a finding in
the case; sand finding to be submitted to
the Synod at theopening of theafternoon
sederunt.

There was presented and read by the
Clerk a reicrence from the Kirk Session,
of St. Andrews Church, Victoria, asking
the judgment of the Synod :—

First—Whether it is in the power of a
congregation to repudiate the written a-
greement entered into with the Minister
at the time of his induction, in which he
is guaranteed his stipend, as long as he
continues to be the Minister of the Con-
gregation.

Second—Has the Preshytery power to
cancel said agreement without the Minis-
ter's consent.

After considerable di was
moved by Mr. Young, v Mr.
Langill, as follows :—Sustain the rel
ence and decide, first=That it is not with-
in the power of a congregation to repud-
iate the written agreement entered into
with the Minister at the timeof his indue-
tion, in which heis guaranteed hisstipend
as long as he continues to e Minister.
Second—That the Presbytery hds no
power to cancel said agreement without
the coneurrence of the Minister.

There was presented and read an over-
ture from the Preshytery of Vancouver
Island anent the relation of N maries
laboring under General Assembly's Com-
mittee for Foreign Missions, praying that
the Synod overture the General Assembly
atits next meetingin June,at Brantford,to
so change the constitutionof the Foreign
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¢+ The Synod then adjourned

Mission Committee as to place Foreign
Missionaries laboring within the hounds
of Home Preshyteries and their wor
the same relation to said Pr shyteries, s
Ordained Home Missionaries and their
tields of lahor now are to their Preshy-
teries,

Dr. Campbell, appointed by the Preshy-
tery of Vancouver Island, spoke in favor
of the Overtu Mr. D. MacRae also
spoke, when it was moved and duly sec-
onded,—That the Overture he adopted
and transmitted to the General Assembly.

Lo meet i

the same place at three o'clock in the af-

ternoon, and the Moderator pronounced

the benediction.
SIXTH SEDERUNT

At the same place and on the same day
at three o'clock in the afternoon.

The Synod of Hritish Columbia met
and was constituted with praver, Dr
Robertson leading.

The minutes of last meeting wére read
and sustained.

Mr. Herdman asked permission to he
given to the Committee appointed to
reach a finding in the case of St Andrews
Church to sit in Session during the seder-
unt.  Permission was granted.

It wasalso agreed on the request of Dr.
Campbell—That the consideration of the
Overture on the relation of Foreign Mis
sionaries laboring under the Assembly's
Foreign Mission Committee, he deferred.

It was moved by Mr. MacRae, seconded
by Mr. Logan and agreed,—That the re-
vort on Sabbath Observance he sent up

to the Assembly Convener.
It was agreed,~That the reporton Sys-

tematic Benevolence be considered at a
later stage.

It was agreed,—That Messrs, MacRae,
Langill, Mills and Herdman be a Com-
mittee to strike Standing Committecs,

Mr. Langill presented and read an ex-
tract minute, of the Presbytery of Kam-
Ioops, praying the Synod to réquest per-
mission from the General Assembly to
grant leave to said Presbytery to license
and ordain Mr. Paton,

It was agreed on motion by Mr. D.
MacRae,seconded by Mr., A. Fraser,~That
the Synod transmit theapplication to the
Geaeral Assembly Simpliciter.

The Clerk read the reports of the Com-
mittees on the Records of Calgary and
Vancouver Island, when it was agreed—
That thereports be received and adopted.

Mr. Herdman presented and read the
report of the Committee in the case of St.
Andrews Church, Victoria, as follows :—

9

The Synod having heard at great length
the parties in the case of St. Andrews
Church, Victoria, hereby remit the case to
the Preshytery of Vancouver Island, with
Messrs. Logan, Maclaren, couler,
Buchanan and MeMillan, (Ministers),
and Me: Bethune and McQueen, (Eld-
ers ), as Assessors. He then moved the
adoption of the report, seconded by Dr.
Robertson.

Dr. Camphell then asked permission to
withdraw his motion, which was agreed
to.

The report of the Committee was then
adopted

The Moderator then asked the partics
mterested whether they acquieseed in the
Judgment of the Synod.

My MeLeod for himselt and Kirk Ses-
ud, “They concarred in the finding
of the Court.”

The Petitioners also declared their ac-
iescence. Ttwas thenmoved by Mr. Bu-
chananand agreed as follows —[n accord-
ance with the finding of the Sviod's Com-
mittee, the Synod instructs the Clerk of
the Preshytery of Vancouver Island to
call a meeting of Preshytery with the
Synod Assessors to meet in St Andrews
Chureh, Victoria, on March the twenty-
first, at half-past seven o'clock in the
evening,

Mr. Logan read the report of the Com-
mittee appointed to examine the Records
ofthe Preshytery of Kamloops,and moved
that the Minutes be attested as carefully
and correctly kept.

Mr. Stephen pre

ented and read the
report on Temperance, which on motion
duly madeand s onded, was adopted, the
Convener thanked, and instruction given
that it be forwarded to the Assembly’s
Convener.

Dr. Campbell,in the absence of the Con-
vener, presented and read the report of
the Committee on Sabbath Schools, and
moved the reception of the report. It
was then agreed that the report be re-
turned to the Convener of the Committee
for further enlargement.

It was moved by Mr, Young—That the
Committee on Sabbath Observance pre-
parea report with a view to transmission
to the Assembly's Convener.

The Synod having resumed consider-
ation of the Overture anent Foreign Mis-
sionaries, when it wasmoved by McLeod
and duly seconded,—That the Overture
be transmitted to the General Assembly
Simpliciter.

The hour of adjournment having ar-
rived, it was agreed to meet again at
eight o'clock in theevening, and the Mod-
erator pronounced the benediction,

o




" and R. Erskin

SEVENTH SEDERU)

At the same placeand on thesame day,
at cight o'clock in the evening, the Synod
of British Columbia met and was consti-
tuted with prayer. Mr. Mac

The minutes of the former
were read and sustained.

The Synod resumedconsideration of the
Overture from the Pres! ol Vancouv
er Island anent the tion of Fore
Missionaries to the Preshyterices within
whose bounds they labor.

The motion and amendment were put
when the amendment was carrvied hy
vote of eleven to nine.

It was agreed that the Convener of the
Committee on Systematic  Beneficence
send on hxx u])m( “to the Assembly's Con-
vene he receives reports from
Preshy

Mr. Do MacRae read the report of the
Committee on Standing Committees, as
follov:

ac leading.

sederunt

AL I“mw (\In\ ktux) \ McBride and
D). Matheson, ( Elders).
Sapna ru \x Il(m[ s—Dr Lamplull Con-
vener, J.
l\hm&tu‘x)
(Elders).
SanBATH OBSERVAN
Convener, A.
Rogers. (Minist
and Jas. McQueen, (Elde
TemreraNcE—]. K. Wright, Convener,
J. M. McLeod, C. McKillop, D. A, Mac-
Rae, (Ministers):; J. C. Brown, M.P. P.,

T. H
Winchester,

).

ForeElcNy M McF. McLeod,
Convener, Dr. .lmplnll D. G. McQuer
D. MacRae,]. A. McMillan, J. K. Wrig
T. Scouler, (Ministers); Dr. Milne and
Jas. McQueen, (Elders).

HoME Missic . D. Maclaren, Con-
vener, G.R.Maxwell, W.G. Mills, P
McF. McLeod, P.F. Langill, J. C. Herd-
man, D. MacRae, (Minis l‘ui;JnIm Ful-
lerton and J. \I(]\(I\

Sy ATIC
(,mncncr . I McDon-
ald, Mur )' B. \’\nuh(stu (Min-
istchl; W..H. Fm:-mr' and T. Tweed, M.
L. A, (Elders). ”

STA7 s AND Financ

. Young,

ST —Thos. Scoul-
er, Convener, |. Buchanan, D. Adam-
son, J. A. Jaffary, Alex. Duun, ( Ministers)
John McRie and A. R. Menzies, (Elders).

The report wasconsidered seriatim, and
on motion by Mr. MacRat was adopted,

The report on the Stateof Religion was
taken up, presented and read hy Mr.
Herdman, and on hismotion was received,

and aiter consideration, adopted as a
whole

It was then moved by Mr. Langill, sec-
onded by Drr. Campheil and agreed—That
the thanks of the Synod be given to the
Convener for his excellent report.  The
Moderator conveved the thanks of the
Synod to Mr. Herdman,

The Synod then proceeded to the con-
sideration of the o verturefrom the Preshy-
tery of Calgary anent Home Missions,

Mr. Herdman by appointment of the
Preshyvtery spoke in favorof theoverture.

It was then moved by Mr. Herdman
and agreed—That the overture he tr
mitted to the
Committee for their favorable consider-
ation,and that the Synodask their repre-
sentatives on the Committee to bring the

atter fully hefore the meeting tohe held
in Toronto on the twent ”lllh

Mr. Langill introduced (Iu matter of
tue Dr. Smith forse rendered
oops during Mr. Lee's illness, and
incurred by the old Preshytery of Colum-
a, when it was moved by Mr. Maclar-
en,seconded by Mr. Langill and agreed—
That Dr. Smith he paid the sum of Fifty
5, ($30.00), out of the old Preshy-
ery Fund.

Mr. Herdman extended an invitation
to the Synod to hold its next meeting at

Calgary, when it was moved by Mr. P
MeF. McLeod, seconded by Mr. Herdman
and agreed—T the next meeting of

c
nod be held-in Calgary,in the Pres-
byterian Church there on the first Wed-
nesday in May, 1894, at ten o'clock in

agreed that the Sermon of the
tor be printed with the Minutes
of the Svnod.

Itwasalso agreed—That Mr. Herdman
with any members of the Preshytery of
Calgary be appointed to make provision
that speakers he retained tospeak on the
various reports presented to the Synod.

Dr. Campbell and Messrs. Ross and D.

MacRae were appointed a Committee to
Superintend the Printing of the Minu-
tes and Moderator's Sermon.
Mr. Maxwell's name was added to the
listof A t. Andrews
Church, Victoria, in the event of Mr. Mec-
Millan being unable to act.

It wasmoved by Mr. Youngand agreed
that the thanks of the Synod be tendered,
First—to the Kirk Session and Trustees
of this Church for the use thereof. Sec-
ond—To the friends in Victoria for their
accommodation to the members of the
Synod.. Third—To the Railway and
Steam-hoat Companies for reduction of
fares to members travelling toattend the
Synod. Fourthdi’l‘n the Newspapers.
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Dr. Campbell acknowledged the thanks
of the Synod to the Managers of the
Church and the Ladics for their hospital-
ity ¢

Mr. Ross read the reply of Mrs. Rol.
son to the Synod's letter of condolence
on thedeath of her hushand, the Honour-
able John Robson.

It was moved by Mr. Maclaren and a-
greed—=That the sympathy of the Synaod
he extended to Mr, D, A,

MacRae on ac-
count of absence through severe afflic-
tion—the death of his father,

The Minutes of the present sederuit
were read and sustained,

11

>
RS

The business heing finished, the Moder-

ator then addr

sed the Synod, and after
T announced that tjfe
next meeting of the Synod will be held at
Calgary and within Knox Church, ofithe
first Wednesday in May, in the

praise and pray

year of
our Lord, one thousand cight hundred
and ninety-four, at ten o'clock in the
morning, and was closed with the Apost-
olic benediction.

WALTER R. ROSS,

Clerk of the Syvnod.
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( ROMANS I, 1316 Ro
“Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that often. sec
“times I purposed to come unto you (hut was let hitherto) that est.
.1 might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gei
“Gentiles.
b am debtor both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians, both iy
“to the wise and to the unwise, at i
“So. as much as in me is, [am ready to preach the Gospel God
"to you that are at Rome also v Grec
“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; for it js thor
“the power of God unto salvation to every one that helieveth; selfis
“to the Jew first and also to the Greek.' m'zer
From these words and frequent intimations elsewhere it is very evident, icati
that from a veryearly period in his ministry, the Apostle had a very strong desire, who
an ardent longing to see Rome. His heart was set on visiting the Imperial City. that
/ T§ was a longcherished purpose, in all likelihood the crowning ambition of his life. with
Sdme years hefore setting his foot on Italian soil, writing to the small band of Gospy
Christians in Rome he told them, “That he had agreat desire these many vears to the po
comeunto them"-"That oftentimes he purposed to come unto them"-“That he hoped
for a prosperous journey unto them." But onereason and anotherled to the post- Here
ponement of the long and perilous journey, At length the journey wascommenced, most
but from abundantevidence, with noanticipation ofits pcril()usclun‘nct(‘rm‘strnngc but Iit
tcrmin.'llinu,—cnlvrin;: Romea prisoner. Hig purpose evidently was to visit Rome morall
on his way to Spain: intending on leaving Corinth to pass through Achia and but hi
Macedonia on the way to Jerusalem, and “After | have been there I must also see was ve
Rome.” Landing at Cesarea he went up to Jerusalem, where he was assailed by a called .

furious mob, on the false charge of taking the Gentiles into the

temple, from whom, believe
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he was rescued by Claudius Lysias, who,inorder o protect }
had sworn that they would neither eat nor drink untj) they had killed him,
sent back to Cesarea, where he remained until by his
citizenship, and to prevent the injustice
tus decided upon granting hisappeal t,
during which he suffered ship-w reck
of Malta, he steps ashore at Putrolj
-wards Rome. The scene as he

him from the mob who
he was
appeal by virtue of his Roman
of being sent up to Jerusalem for trial, Fes.
Casar, At length after perilous voyage,
and a detention of three months onthe Island
where after o stay of seven days, he went to-
walksalong the Appian Way, ¢l ainedao the Roman

lsoldier by his side, o small statured, battered and care-worn prisoner, towards the '

world's metropolis. is ag impressive as it is pathetic

Why was the Apostle so desirious of visiting Rome? We knoyw why men
usually throng the large centres of Population, the g ats of trade, imlustry and
political power. We know the reason why thousands of emigrants every year
leave their natjye land and hraye the perils ang discomforts of long ang tedious
juurm-‘\'s over sea and land; that it is to obtain the best marke
the M‘st'upeuings for their labor and skill, the
capital; in short, the most favorable congj
of fertune, or secure preferment t¢ official
Years ago, from every |

ts for their wares,
best field for thein vestment of their
tions under which to lay L]l(‘f}}umlalirms
Position and honor.  More than thirty
onged the coast, valle
fortunes,
Rome was he metropolis of the world,
what London isto B{-iuxin, Paris to France, and
Thither men of every class and ¢
business an( professional suceess,

and, thousands thri Vs and mountaing
of this country, to get gold—to make

More to the restof the world than
\\'ushingmn to the United States,
alling repaired, a5 offering the hest prospects of
Were these, then, the

reasons why the Apostle was so desirious of visj
Rome? Hig own words

are the best answer to such a question,—"Fp
sec you, that | may impart { You some spirityg) wift,
established. Thay | might have some fruit among
Gentiles; | am dehtor hoth to the Greeks
unwise. 8o, ag much as in me is, I am ready to preach the Gospel to You who are
at Rome also, for | am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for jt is the power of
God unto salvation, to every one that believeth, to the Jew, first, and also to the
Greek." There s here, as everywhere, throughout hig whole Missimmry career, g
thomugh al)amlonmcnlnf himself to theservice of his Master, with nothing that is
selfish ormercenagy in the motives by which his actions were controlled. He recog-
nized Rome as the heart of the world.  Here he could come into direct commuyy,.
ication, with Statesmen apg soldiers, governors and praetors, the
who controlled the destinies ofthe

world. Here he could touch g
that would vibrate to {he most dist

ing
Ilong to
o the end that Yemay he
You also, even ag among other
and to the Barbarians; o the wise and

men
Pringsof inflyence

ant provinces, so he desired, witha]| his heart,
with Supreme confidence jp its sufﬁciency to meet the clamant's need, to preach the

Gospel in Rome. e sought nothing for himself, byt hig desire knew no limit but
the possession of the world for Christ.

Confidence we know is an essential condition of Success in an enterprise,

confidence, on the eve of an enterprise the
under externq) conditions, that gave

Take him in all, the Apostle remains, intelloctually,
morally and spiritually, the highest character, except one, in al] Christian history;
but his confidence was not in himself, indeed, we know that hisestimnteofhimself
Wwas very humble: ] am the least ofal) the ApnstIeS,snthnt I am not worthy to he
called an Apostle.” “"Whois Paul? ang Whois Appolos? byt ministers by whom ye
believed.” Inghjs respect he does not stang alone; manyofthestrongcharacters, the

Here we have the expression of supreme
most  stupendous, entered upon
but little promise of suceess,
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potent foreesin the chureli’s and theworld's history, have often beepymen of extreme

humility and simplicity of character. The Apostle’sconfidence was in the Gospelaf

Christ—the power of Gob—notherwise he woulll have heen a madman to have en-

tered upon the enterprise he was ahout to undertake,—a shackled prisoner attack-
ing universal heathenism. e does not blaneh nor guail in the face of the stupen-

dous undertaking.  These words arenot theill-eonsidered statements of anenthus-
iastic fanatic, but the well-considered and measured words of a man with a full
appreciation of the formidable work he had undestaken, the forees with which he
had to contend, and the ohstacles that were to Le met and overcome. There is a
full recognition that man has a religious nature, with religious instinets marked
and clearly defined, that his religion may be true or false but that a religion of
sote sort he must have

Himseli a Hlebrew of the Hebrews, a Pharisee of the Pharisces, hiseyeshad
been long sinecopened to the insufliciency of the righteousness of the Liw to save a
lost world. Ilis own experience and wide observation showing the utter futility

of Grecian and Roman culture to supply spiritual needs, that the luxuriousn
and licentiousness they produced must result in individual and national decay and
_death.  Hc a poor, wandering missionary, carning his hread by the labors of his
hands, entering Romea prisoner, didnothesitatein declaring that the Gospel alone
couldsave individuals and nations from spiritual and national death,—as the fesult
of a profound personal knowledge of themighty powerof the Gospel. Iimself a bit-
ter foe of the Gospel-arelentless persecutor-he knew from personal experience the re-
generating and purifying power of the Holy Ghost, the efficacy of the vicarious sacri-
fice of the Lord Jesus Christ—the fruit of infinite love—the power of the free pro-
clammation of pardon to all; the high and the humble, the rich and the poor.

The needs of ancient Rome are the needs of the present day, the civiliza-
tions are different, other conditions are different, but individual and national ex-
periences remain the same; Rome had wealth and political power, art and culture,
the remains of which still excite wonder and admiration, but with it spiritual
deathand moraldepravation. Thesame conditions existin heathen lands, to-day-
at home modified and controlled by the influence of the Gospel—the extent to which
this is practically recognized, is the measureof our faith and confidencein the pow-
er of the Gospeland of ourefforts insccuring the world's Evangelization.  The pow-
er of the Gospel is not on the wane. The history of Christian effort at home and
abroad, is full of stimulus and inspiration, and at no time has the spirit and
faith of the first missionary to the heathen world been so faithfully reproduced,
than the present,

In no department of human activity has the efforts and results of Chris-
tian men and women been surpassed. Much splendid work has been done-stupen-
dous advances made in discovey, invention, and in the application of the laws of
nature to the comforts and conveniences of man, the realities of the present would
have been regarded as miracles lessthanacentury ago. The Gospel of Jesus Christ
has been the forerunner of all the discoveries and advances of permanent value.
Nero is butashadowy memory ofa brutal tyrant,but the name of Paulis fragrant,
and the Gospel he preached, the dominant force in the world; the power of Imper-
ial Rome is gone; the power of the Gospel permeates and penetrates more or less
fully every nation ofthe earth. The world is practically owned by Christian men
and governed and controlled by CMstian nations.

The history of the Christian Church has produced but one Paul, but the
Hply Spirit that rendered him suchan eminent instrument in planting and extend-

“ 5ing the Chusch, has reproduced in others, in every age, all that was excellent in his
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spirit and life.  The power of the Holy Ghost, faith in Christ and obedience to his
command, with supreme confidence in the Gospel as the power of Gon unto salva
tion, have never left the Church without true successors to the areat Apostle to
the Gentiles, Modern times—e ehrecent vears—have given (o the Church men
ol true Pauline spirit. Thgereat head of the Churel by
Western Provinces and Territoric

1S Livan cuch meen to these
during their hricf listory. To plant the Cly
tian Churel in Heathen Rome, to minister to asmall )

s
aad of Christians under the
and a difficult

Cliistian Church on (e hanks
of the Red River of the North, and on the Coast of the Northera
years ago was a formidahle undert:

shadow of the Palace of the Cus st was a formidable undertalking

work, hut it was s ceesstully done. 7T, plant the

acific 37 and 30
king hut it was done and done w A under the
mfluences of the same Spirit and faith in the Gospelof Jesus Chy 15 asthe powerof

andother branches of (e Churchof Christ,

Gov, by the first representatives of this
and their successors,

A brief historical sketeh of the origin and progress of the Church in Rritish

Columhia down to the formation of the Py hytery ol Columbia, in August, ¥R86,

ar, in consequence of its divisidn and

the formation of three new Preshyteries and the organization of this Svnod, mily

alue on this oce

which terminated its hist ryin July of last Ay

not he inappropriate and devoid of interest and v

sion. The con-
at period is unnecessary, heeause of (he
aceessibility to official data, furnishing the necessary inf

tinuation of such a sketch subsequent toth

ormation :—

Previous to the discovery of gold in the sand-bars of the Fraser River, ahout
thirty years ago, this, then remote and almost inaceeseale part of the Contin-
ent, was little known exeept toa few traders and the servants of that great pio-
neer of civilization in British America—the Hudson's Bay Company. At that
time white settlers were found only in the near vicinity of (he Comp,

any’'s trading
posts scattered at longer or shorter distances both on the Mainland and Van-
couver Island.  In addition to the regular staff of office wd servants to he found
ateach of its trading Posts, the Company, with the vi wof cultivating consider.
able tractsof good agricultural land in he vicinity of Fort Vietori
the nucleus of the present city of that name

a, whichformed
v and of onening up the rich coalmines
at Fort Rupert and f\'zm:nimu,lmmg]l( outon termsof seve,
a large number of immigrants composed of practical farme
])mpnrtimln(lhcsvp(‘up]('nswu]lnsrl]iv"nfﬁcors andotherse
were Scoteh. Tt isa somewhat curious and remark

ral year'sengagement—
1d miners. A large
antsof the Company
ablefact that although Scotch-
men are found occupying, in such large numbers, the most promine
the management of the vast business of this great Trading
practice has heen to appeint Episcapal clergymen as its ¢
spiritual wants, both of its employees and colonists.

nt positions in
Cnmp;m.\', that the
haplains to minister to
This was the case in British
Columbia as wellas in the Red River country. The Company’s first ¢
the Rev. Mr. Stains, a man of earnest pietv and apostolic zeal, who, it
the early Episcopal mis sionaries to Ruperts Land,
tious convictions of his Scottish parishioners.

haplain was
appearslike
wisely respetted the conscien-
After laboring in the colony for a
number of years he perished by the vessel on which he was returning to England,
being wrecked and going to the hottom of the Pacific. He was followed soon
afterwards by the Rev. Edward Cridge,a man of similar spirit, who continued for
a number of vears, like his predecessor, to supply the spiritual wants of all the
Protestants in the colony. The absence of any other service than that of the Epis-
copal Church had the usual effect of leading a considerable number of Scottish and
Irish Preshyterians to seek a religious home in that chnrch—l)cing thus lost to the
Church of their fathers, traces however of whose early training and influence they
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and their descendants retain to the present day. A large number, however, of the
first Scottish and Irish colonists remained loyal to the form of service and pranci-
ples of the Presbyterian Church, in spite of these unfavorable conditions.

As early as about the year 1859 or 1860, the duty of appointing a Pres-
byterian missionary to British Columbia wasrecognized by the late Dr. Burns and
the Foreign Mission Committee of that day, and resulted in the offer of the ap-
pointment to the Rev. D. H. MacVi ar,now Principal of the Preshyterian College,
Montreal.  This, however, being only one of many calls for his services, it was de-
clined.

As early as the vear 1861, the Rev. John Hall, commissioncd by the Irish
Preshyterian Church, arrived in Victoria, where, for four vears, hecontinued to la-
horsurrounded by many difficulties, but with not alittle success, evidence of which
remains in the present prosperous Congregation of First Church, and its comfort-
able church edifice.

Mr. Hall was followed in 1862 by the Rev. Robt. Jamicson, by appoint-
ment of the Canada Preshyterian Church, He began work at New Westminster
where he continued to labor, except for a short time spent in the organization of
a Congregation and the erection of a Church in Nanaimo, amidst the many dis-
couragements ihcidental to the fluctuations of a town mainly dependent upon a
restless and constantly changing population, until obliged, in May, 1884, in con-
sequence of ill-health to resign his charge.  As a visible proot of afaithful ministry
he left a thoroughly organized and vigorous Congregation with a comfortable
church.

Mr. Jamieson was followed about the vear 1865 by the Rev. Daniel Duff,
also by appointment of the Canada Presbyterian Church, who laboured for up-
wards of a year in the then famous Carihoo gold region, and afterwards for a
short time at Nanaimo, when he returned to the East. On Mr. Jamieson’sreturn,
about the rear 1869, from Nanaimo, to resume charge of New Westminster, he
was succeeded at the former place by the Rev. Mr. Akins, also of the Canada Pres-
byterian Church, who however, remained in the country only about the same
length of time as Mr. Duff.

Some time after the arrival of Messrs. Hall and Jamieson, the Colonial
Committee of the Church of Scotland sent out asits first missionary the Rev. Mr.
Nimmo, who continued to labour in Victoria until 1885, when, on . Hall's re-
signing his charge of the First Church with the view ofremoving to New Zealand,
on the recommendation of the Rev. Dr. McClure, Convener of the Colonial Com-
mittee of the Irish Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Thoma s Somerville, a young
and recently ordained minister of the Church of Scotland, received and accepted a
call from Victoria. Allthe Preshyterians having united under Mr. Somerville, Mr,
Nimmo was withdrawn by the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotland.
Mr. Somerville continued in charge of the united congregation for upwards of a
year, when circumstances arose, unhappily too common in every part of thechurch,
which resulted in division, the formation of a second congregation, and the erec-
tion of St. Andrews Church, Of this congregation Mr. Somerville continued in
charge until about the year 1870, when he returned to Scotland. He was succeed-
ed by the Rev. 8. M. McGregor, who, in addition to faithful and laborious work
there, succeeded at different times in interesting the Colonial Committee of the
Church of Scotland in British Columbia, to the extent of obtaining liberal grants
and theappointment of the Rev. Messrs. Clyde, McElmon, Dunn, Murray and Nic-
olson, to the charges respectively of Nanaimo, Comox, Langley, Nicolaand Victoria
District. Mr. McGregor having returned to Scotland in the year 1881, he was
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succeeded in the charge of St. Andrews by the Rev. R, Stephen, who als, returned
to Scotland, in May, 1887. M. Clyde, after five Years service at Nanaimo, re-
moved to the Unjied States and wag sueceeded by the Rev, AL 1 Anderson, who
continted in charge until his removalin 1886 to Brigish Guiana, the pulpit remain-
iz vacant until the arrival of the Rey J. Miller in 1887 Mr NMeElmon femained
in charge of Comox for about five vegrg during which time o fair congregation
was gathered and g comfortable churely crected. On liis removal to W

ashington
Tcrl‘i(m‘\’, he was succeeded by the Rey James Chy stie,

] who continued in charge
uptil May, 1887, when he was translerred (o Welling

ton previously associated
With Nanaimo, Ay, Dunn continued iy chargeof |

cangley andassociated stations
for about ten years, supplying an extensive district,

Desides heing largely instru-
mentalin the ercetion of two C

omfortable churches, Al Lunn was received by
the General Assembly, of 1856, into the Ministry of (he Church in Canada,
Mr. Murr, after laboring  for some years  over an extensive  distriet

returned to Nova Scotia
where e wag called  to an important pastorate
Mr. Nicholson, after laboring for a short time in

in the Interior, with  Nicola for his centre,

- New  Glasgow.
the Vietoria District and
afterwards asPrincipal of the Victoria High School, returnedtothe |
ince After the division of the Congregation in 1866,
Church, \'luturi;l,—-uu‘pl fortnightly supply from Mo
continued vacant untjl the arvivalof the Rev. J. Reid from England in 1876, Dur.
ing the five years of Mr. Reid’s pastorate the Congregation cnjoyed considerable
prosperity.  On My, Reid's  return (o England, the pulpit  was supplied
for about one year each by the Rev. [y, Smith and Rev. D, Gamble.
In the summer of 1882 the Rey Dr. Cochrane, Convene
sembly’s H M. (, visited British Columbia by
bly.  After his return a4 more vigorous polic

astern Prov-
the pulpit of the First
amieson for six monthe—

rof the General As-
appointment of the General Assem-
Y was adopted in reference to work
here, louking in the direction of the Committee's ¢ ssuming, if not the
ponsibility, at least sharing it more inry iy with the Colonial Committee. In the
Spring of 1884 the late Rev. J. S, Mackay was called to the pastorate of St. An-
drews Church, New \\'cstminsltr, where he continued to labour with much faith-
fulness and success untijl compelled by failing health, in the Autumn of 1885, to
seek change of climate and rest in Southern California.

there he returned to his home in the Countty of Oxford,

whole res-

Alter spending the Winter
Ont., where his short but
fruittul ministry was closed by death a few months afterwards, During Mr. Mac.
kay’s absence and the ensuing Vacancy, the pulpit was supplied by the Rev. J- 8
Taylor, of Moose Jaw, N. W. T., tor about four months; by Mr, Jamieson and by
neighbouring and ting ministers,

On the application of t he congregation of the First Preshy terian Church,
Victoria, and by the appointment of the Home Mission Committee, the Rev., Don-
ald Fraser, M, A, of Mount Forest, Ont,, wasinducted by the Preshytery of Tor-
onto to the pastoral charge of the Congregation, arriving in Victoria in August,
1884, A somewhat checkered histm'y,inr]u(]ingn long vacancy, frequent changes,
the absence of Preshyterial oversight, together with a serious loss by fire, had the
usual effect upon the Congregation. M. Fraser's energetic labours and
other favouring conditions,  however, brought the Congregation up to
a  sclf-sustaining position within cight months of his arrival, In the
Spring  of 1885 the H. M. C. appointed the Rev.
a number of years minister of Bruccﬁcld,()nt., and the Rev.
Ont., to British Columbia; the former to the charge of w
Granville and North Arm, and the latter to Nicola and
ing Kamloops. For some years previousto Mr, Thom

T. G. Thomson, for
J. Chisholm, of Osprey,
hat was then known as
associated stations includ-
son’s arrival, Mr. Jamieson
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had been giving such supply as he was able, to Granville, Moodyville, North Arm
and Langley, in connection with New Westminster.  On Mr. Thomson's
arrival, Granville was but a mere hamlet, dependent for its existence upon
an extensive saw-mill and a number of lumbering camps in the vicinity,
The determination of the Canadian Pacific Railway to make Granville or
Coal Harbor the terminus of the Road, instead of Port Moody, assured
the prospects of the former while it ruined those of the latter.  With-
in a year a city of considerable size and importance sprang up.  Early
in 1886 steps were taken to secure the erection of a church—a neat and comfort-
able huilding—which was scarcely finished when the disastrous fire of June. follow-
ed, and swept away almost every building in the place.  The Missionary and the

people at once set to work to rebuild and with some aid from the East, were suc-

cessful in the course of afew monthsin having acomfortable and commodious hall
completed. The city continuing to grow with wonderful rapidity, the congrega-
tion necessarily gained strength and shared in the general prosperity.

In March, 1886, the Rev. D. M. Gordon, then of Winnipeg. by appoint-
ment of the General Assembly, visited British Columhia with the view of confer-
ring with Ministers and Missionaries, then laboring in the Province, about meth-
ods and plans for future work.  Among other recommendations adopted at a
meeting held in New Westminster was the creation by the next General Assembly
of the Preshytery of Columbia. This recommendation having been adopted, the
Presbytery was convened and constituted in St. Andrews Church, New Westmin-
ster, on the 3rd. of August, 1886, with the following Membership Roll :—Messrs.
R. Jamieson, Moderator, D. Fraser, T.G. Thomson, . MacRae, |. Chisholm, S. I
Taylor, |.A. Jaffray, Alex. Dunn, Ministers; and Alex. McDougall, Walter
Clark and Fitzgerald McCleary, Elders; of whom the first five named were present .

The Presbytery of Columbia reported the first year to the General Assem-
bly—9 Ministers on its Roll, 45 Churches and Mission Stutions, 245 Commun-
icants and $ 11,024 raised for all purposes. For the year just closed there were
reported—23 Ministers on the Roll, 69 Churches and Mission Stations, 2168
Communicants and $59,751 raised for all purposes. These figuresindicatesteady,
substantial and highly gtatifying progress; efficient, faithful and self-denying labor
on the part of Ministers, Missionaries, and other office-bearers; and active sym-
pathy, co-operation and generous liberality on the part of the people. In congrat-
ulating ourselves on the advances that have been made, let us not fail on an oc-
casion like the present, marking an interesting and important era in our history,
to recognize and publicly acknowledge the sources of our success and present pos-
ition. First, and pre-eminently, this success has been due to the Gospel as the
power of God—but subordinate and necessary to the Gospel's power and influence
on the hearts and lives of the people being felt, to the high Christian character, ef-
ficient, faithful and self-sacrificing labors of the missionaries of early days. Men
subject to like passions with us, yet,it isnot too much tosay, that they did anoble
work, and under conditions, not only unfavorable, but, often most discouraging
and trying. The conditions, under which many of our missionaries labor to-day,
are as we know well trying enough, but,as compared with earlier times, the lines
have indeed fallen to us in pleasant places. These were the days of periodic ex-
citements, followed by corresponding periods of stagnation : large influx of popu-
lation which in a few months disappeared like snow from the mountain sides—
the hope deffered which made the heart sick. Progress was slow under these con-
ditions. This, however, did not prove either inefficiency or unfaithfulness. It
could not be otherwise. What is truenow in so many instances, was generally, if
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not universally true then; that great progress was impossible,
ual results cannot he tabulated.  We who hav
men, under conditions so much mc

Moral and Spirit-
entered unto the lahors of these
ore favorable, are reaping the fruigs, and perhaps
taking to ourselves the credit due to them—one sowing and another reaping has
always heen the law of (he kingdom's growth. With the greatlyimproved indys.
trial and commercial conditions of the country, under which we have labored dur-
ing later years, marked progress was unavoidable, e could not hut share in
the general progress and prosperity of the country.  This, however, is far from
implying the absence of faithful and efficient work in earljer days. This, it is only
justice to say, have characterized all the lahourers in the ficld,

Nor, must we forget, what we owe to the faithfy] and heloved brethren
who are no longer with us: who having made ful] proof of their ministry here, the
Master has been pleased to call home to thejr rest and reward, Though dead,
they are yet speaking ; though gone from earth, their work remains, The cultur-
ed, amiable Akins ofcarly days ; the carnest and enthusiastic Mackay and Rol,.
bertson of more recent years | the able, judicious and kindly Fraser,

still more re-
cently, left blanks in oyr ministry not ¢

v filled, Among the laymen removed
by death, who did much to nurse the carly life, aid and encourage the church’'s ex.
tension, a prominent,if not the foremost place, must he accorded tothe late Prem-
ier of the Province, the Hon, John Robson, who left the imp
Iy strong personality on the moral and religious, as wel] as
the country.

on of a singular-
+ political interests of
These faithful men severed their generation by Gon's will, and contributed
achurch, In thejr lives and in
their deaths we have increased emphasis placed upon the solemnp admonition :—
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there is no work,
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave whither thoy goest,"

To the interest and liberality in men and money of the Mother Churches
in Ireland and Scotland, much ofwhat has heen accomplished, is (ye. The Church
ars, but, any remissness
nredeemed in her splendid liberality
in later y » as no demand has ever been rejected or redu
stances, increased.

much to the attainment of our present position as

in Canada, some say, might have done more in early ye

then, if remissness there was, has certainly hee
ced, but in some ijn-

So far, our review has been confined to the work carried on within the
bounds of the late Preshytery of Columbia, which now, divided into the three
Preshyteries of Kamloops, Westminster, and Vancouver Island, along with the
I’reshyter.\' of Calgary, constitutes this Svnod. The I’rvsh_\'tcr_\' of C
offshoot of the I)l'('SlJ}'(l‘l‘}' of Regina, emhrg ing within its bounds the immense
territory of Alberta and westward into British Columbia as far as the crossing of
the Columbia River at the Town of Revelstoke, was erected by the General Assem-
blyof 1887, one year subsequent to that of Columbia, 1¢ reported the first y car,—8
Ministers on the Roll, 49 Churches and Missions Stations, with $~L.’§7¥).()(l(‘()ntri|;-
uted towards t he support of Ordinances. [t reported last year,—14 Ministers, 81
Churches and Mission Stations, and $7366.00 contributed ¢
of Ordinances.

algary, an

ywards the support

With the details of the Preshytery’s work we are
of the mountains, enough, however, is known from the
mation, to fully Justify the statement, that, in no other
been prosecuted wwith more vigor and greater success
regions of this Province, under the l’rcsh_\'trr_v's care, has heen exce; tionally diffi-
cult, but, exceedingly successful. The wisdom of the General Assem ly. in contin-
uing that work under the care of the Presbytery, and, in uniting the fine prairie

less familiar on this side
rdinary sources of infor-
Presbytery has the work
The work in the mountain




Territory of Alberta with the mountainous Province of British Columbia, in car-

ryving on the churches' work, will, it may be confidently expected, be fully jnstified.

In reviewing the past, there is much that calls for devout gratitude o the
Great King and Head of the Church : with much humility for the failures and
shortcomings Incidental to all human effort. There is, also, much that is inspir-

ing and promising as to the future. With a country of immense area, possessing
almost every diversity of climate and physical feature, island and valley, moun-
tain and plain ; with resources vet scarcely touched, of water, ficld, mine and for-
est ; we have here, a land in which there will vet be reared millions of prosperous
homes. To us, as a Church, is committed by our exalted and glorificd Saviour, a
large share of the mighty trust of securing its Evangelization.

Let us then go forwardfrom thisadvanced stage in the Churches’ growth,
in obedience to our Redeemer's parting command, in the faith and confidence of
the Apostle in the Gospel as the power of Gob unto salvation to every one that
belicveth, then we shall have fulfilled our Mission ; souls will be saved, the land
blessed, and Gop's name glorified.




