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eide he cured the blind man ; by the pool where lay the wretched and 
neglected, he healed the bedridden ; and by the side of Jacob's well 
he spoke words of life giving truth.

The aim of this Association is, like Jesus, to reach the ignorant, 
the poor, the sick, the depraved, just where they can be found. Of 
the wants to he supplied and difficulties to be overcome, the notices 
from the Bible-woman’s report are a sufficient explanation.

Although it is but one year since the arrival of the Bible woman 
in Belleville and the active commencement of the work, a much longer 
period has elapsed since the desire arose in the hearts of many of the 
Committee that such an agency should be employed, and very wisely 
preparation was made, funds gathered, and the subject brought for­
ward for discussion ; so that when the time came that an appointment 
could be made, many rough places were made smooth, the stone was 
rolled away, and an immediate entrance was found for the simple mes­
sage borne by the first Bible-woman. Before entering upon her work, 
a few words must be said of one who was invited from Montreal to act 
as pioneer, and break up the fallow-ground. The Agent selected did 
full justice to the nice discrimination of the Society in Montreal, in 
responding to the request from Belleville ; her labors, which extended 
over a period of six weeks, were unceasing, and marked by a peculiar 
tact and ability to lay hold of circumstances as they occurred, and turn 
them to good account; cnaracterized by an aptness to teach, and a 
skilful because a prayerful and loving application of God's Word; she 
bore to many the message of a reconciled God, and to not a few sick 
and dying beds brought with new strength and sweetness the promises 
and support of God’s word. Many of these cheering visits were paid 
to, and valued by, a class quite above those requiring pecuniary aid, 
and was a triumphant reply to the oft expressed doubt of the utility 
and acceptance of such visits.

Among the general poor her visits were with few exceptions grate­
fully welcomed, and the way was thus opened for the reception of a 
resident Bible-woman.

It had long been the earnest wish of Mrs. McCunn, while doing 
“what she could,’’amidst the busy occupations of daily life, to give 
herself wholly to the Lord ; and when, shortly after her arrival in this 
country, an opening was found in the Biblewoman work, she entered 
upon it in entire dependence upon God's grace and guidance, feeling 
well assured that this was a warfare she could not enter upon at her 
own charges. The work af a Bible-woman in a scattered country town 
differs in several respects from that prosecuted in the crowded capitals, 
where the working classes, and especially the very poor, are confined 
to particular localities,—where a block or two of tall buildings or a few 
narrow streets teeming with inhabitants, constitute the Biblewoman"s
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to bv a Lady visitor. There are interesting notices of reading to the 
sick and dying. One poor woman with almost her dying breath spoke 
of the simple visit paid as if it came from God. In the journal of April 
Mrs McC. remarks the number visited each week as generally about 
the same (over 30 families). “ 1 have found" she says “hve families 
without bibles ; some of these are unable to read. I have been occu­
pied in opening up another district besides my usual visiting.

The month of May adds a second Mothers’ meeting in a different 
part of the town. This meeting, though not without its use and im- 
portance, was never numerous, and during the winter was merged in 
the one on the Plains. If there is joy in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth, it is no unfit subject for true gladness to read such a record

««8aw___ in church for the first time during her 17 years; or to
watch with trembling hope the return to the sanctuary of one long a
deserter from its courts.

The reports of June, July and August 
formation, marking a steady progress in gaining the confidence and 
affection of the people. The visits too, are at times cheered by meet­
ing with some of God’s chosen ones, whose joyful experience of a pre­
sent Saviour made the place seem ‘‘a little heaven upon earth. 
There are thankful records, too, of other wanderers, long strangers to 
Gospel ordinances, “returning to their right minds.” A hope is ex­
pressed of thoughtfulness taking the place of careless levity. Of one 
district it is said, “more people go to church in this district than for­
merly.” There are many phases in this Christian labour; the sneer 
and cavil have to be calmly met,-the despairing sinner to be lifted up 
to a new hope,-the distressed to be comforted, and the erring warned 
to flee from the wrath to come.

The report closes with these words : “ Amongst the non-church-
going, the afflicted, fallen, and broken-hearted, my visits are much 
valued. I get so many thanks, and am asked to come again; I feel 
often weighed down by the thought, ‘what am 1 among so many? 
There are many houses I ought to be oftener in, did time permit.

During the months of September and October, a new effort was 
made to assemble on a Sabbath afternoon at the mission-room some of 
those who stand greatly in need of Bible instruction, or are unable to 

This Bible class is still in its infancy, not numbering more than 
Lord’s work on the Lord's day, and so may

filled with valuable in-are

read.
four or five, but it is the 
claim a special blessing.

The Bible-woman
tage of any meetings in the neighbourhood, and speaks with particular 
interest of one held in different cottage homes. “ 1 think,” she re­
marks, “I have been a link between the people and the meetings. 
Allusion is made to several who are subscribing for Bibles, and in one

endeavours to induce the people to take advan-
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while in the dailyit is money rescued from the tavern :
’welfare of souls, glimpses of hope and light often break 

the other hand disappointment not unfre- 
tiine at least, re-claims its

case at 
care of
through the darkness,
ciuently succeeds to hope, and sin, for a
sway. Of one family long shut out from any Christian influences, three 
have been admitted by baptism into a visible Oiurch. Again, there 
is anxious watchfulness over those who profess to have found Christ,

expressed it, 44 she telt as it she was 
hose most kindl cared for, are five

on

and are rejoicing in peace ; 
living in a new world.” A
or six blind people, to whom Mrs. M.s visits are eculiarly welcome, 
and eagerly looked for.

The reports of the closing months of the year show a steady and 
laborious working in an ever widening field ; a first acquaintance giv­
ing place to a warm interest, and an affectionate pressing of the truth 

the heart when the confidence had already been gained,— 
the lowest anti most degraded begin to realize that hope is 

those who care for them and watch

as one

home upon 
while even
not gone forever when there 
for their souls.

Many conversations of solemn interest pass 
woman and those among whom she ministers, a confidence that must 
remain inviolate : but enough lias been said to prove the importance 
of such an agency as this Association affords, and enough too, it we 
mistake not, to show that the prayer has been heart which besought 
(iod to send one wise to win souls, and to go out and in among the 
people with loving faithfulness; 30 visits per week, 1,560 in a year, 
with the one object in view, to tell the story of the herald angels 
“Unto you is born this day a Saviour,” is no small instrumentality in 
itself. The co-operation and superintendence of the Cadies is very 
valuable, and lias been well sustained since February.

Several at whose sick and dying bed Mrs. M. was often found, have 
passed into eternity ; of some it could be said with full assurance “ it 
is well” ; of others, awakened to a sense of sin and danger at the elev- 
enth hour, only a trembling hope could be entertained that, though 
at eventide, Jesus had yet found them and laid them on lus shoulders, 
and brought them to his fold. In one case, that of an elderly woman, 
there was a great and material change, and for months her progress in 
knowledge and grace could be clearly traced ; a stolid indifference, a 
deadly apathy gave way to an humble and anxious earnestness and 
longing after divine teaching ; all her old carelessness was gone in the 
struggle to enter in at the straight gate. “ It is no easy thing, she 
said one dav, “ to be a Christian.” It is believed she died in the faith, 
trusting, as she said, - * < iod's arms would be around her.” This person

made that she might

are

between the Bible-

one of the first visited, and earnest prayer waswas
be a first-fruit of the harvest.
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There is one thing yet, before closing this first Keport. Besides 
the spiritual wants for which God's Word makes spiritual provision, 
there are material necessities to be met ; and the more extensive and 
successful the work is, the more these temporal requirements grow. 
We read in the olden times of Jewish history, when money was required 
to repair the house of the Lord, the young king commanded a chest to 
be made and laid at the gate, “and all the princes and all the people 
rejoiced and cast into the chest ; this they did day by day, and gathered 
money in abundance."’ We should like to see this example followed 
out, both in the spirit and in the letter.

✓
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l FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF No. I. MOTHERS’ MEETING.

I
This Meeting was commenced in Mardi 1870, by Mrs. Renaud, and 

had for its object the awakening of an interest in spiritual things, in 
the hearts of those who might attend, and at the same time otter to 
them the advantages of a Clothing club. The meetings have be en held 
almost uninterruptedly every Thursday afternoon, and although the 
attendance has not been as large as could have been wishe d, it lias 
been sufficiently encouraging to induce those Ladies who have taken 
charge, to continue the meeting. The plan pursued has been to fur­
nish material for clothing of various kinds, and those desirous of ob­
taining it become subscribers, and pay in small sums as they find it 
convenient. While the articles of clothing are being cut out and made, 

of the ladies reads some interesting and instructive book, and the

l
l

one
meeting is close'l with a Bible lesson and prayer.

The numb r of persons who have taken advantage of the Clothing 
Club during the year is 21, and these have paid in at the meeting in 
small sums $70,921-

As it was necessary to have some funds to purchase material to 
commence operations with, and also to furnish linings Ac. to he given 
with the dresses subscribed for, some of the committee kindly contri- 
buted about #4. and $8 was granted from the Domestic Mission funds.

When Mrs. Tannaliill took charge of the Treasurer’s book in May, 
a balance was
been added at various times during the year, from Mrs. Jas. Ponton, 
Mrs Holton, Miss Wallbridge, Mrs. Northrup, and Mrs. Tannahill, 
amounting to $8,50,-making in all $12,62. Adding this sum to the 
amount paid in by the women, we have $83,54-1. The amount expend- 
ed for material has been $82,95; leaving a balance in hand of 591 cts- 
The articles of clothing made up and sold during the year are 26

handed to her of $4,12cts, to which subscriptions have

dresses, 14 girls’ do., 15 shirts, 20 chemises, 42 aprons. 26 sheets. 7 
night-gowns, 7 pairs drawers, 2 linen jackets, 1 cloth do.

And there were received from the Mission School ready made : - 
shirts, 2 small frocks, 1 petticoat, 12 aprons, 3 shirts, 4 chemises, also 
sold at the meeting; the proceeds of which are included in the amount
paid in by the women.

Mrs. Ilanwell, Mrs. Baker, and Miss Ritchie, kindly sent parcels
and partly second-hand, whichof clothing in December, partly new

1
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were sold at a cheap rate, and produced $5,29^. This sum is balanced 
by the material at present on hand, consisting of wincey, flannel shirts, 
4 aprons, factory cotton, white do., and a remnant of striped stuff.

The Ladies who have taken charge of the meetings during the year 
Mi's. Renaud, Mrs. J. J. B. Flint, Mrs. Hanwell, Mrs. Jas. Ponton, 

Mrs. Francis Wallbridge, Mrs. Tannahill.
are :

M. K. TANNAHILL,
Secretary- Treasurer.February 6th, 1871.

REPORT OF No. 11. MOTHERS’ MEETING.

This little meeting was organized last Spring by Mrs. Renaud.— 
Miss McAdie offered the use of a nice large room in her house, not far 
from the Railway Station, for which, and for the kindness with which 
she received all who came, we feel ranch indebted.

Mrs. Baker and Miss Ritchie, with the constant and valuable as­
sistance of your Bible-woman, took charge of the meeting till the end 
of July,—when Miss Mary Meudell for some time, and Mrs. Esson, at­
tended, along with Mrs. McLearn, till the middle of November, when 
the meeting was discontinued. The number who attended was never 
large, and latterly from various causes, such as distance, sickness, and 
two of the parlies leaving Belleville, it was thought best to give it up 
for the winter. Those who came seemed to like the meetings, and it 
may be hoped that next season, when it is re-organized in that locality, 
more may be induced to avail themselves of it. At the commencement 
of the meeting, $6,25 was granted from the Domestic Mission Fund, 
and some materials were sent from the First Mothers Meeting. The 
receipts and expenditure are, as far as can be ascertained from the 
Ladies in charge, as follows :—

Paid in by the women,..................................... ......... •••;;.......
Donation from Mrs. Baker, Miss Ritchie, Mr. Campbell and 

Mrs. Esson, $3,35, in all..................................................

Expended on material, .........................................................

$11 47

14 82

10 75

$ 4 07Balance on hand,
i
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OF THE BELLEVILLE DOMESTIC 
MISSION SCHOOL.

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

The “ Domestic Mission School” was commenced in the summev ot 
1869 by Mrs. McAdam, the Bible woman from Montreal, who remained 
a short time only in Belleville; subsequently the_ Schoo

by a few of the Ladies who were members of the Domestic Mis ion

Society.
on

The children assembled once a week, upon Saturday afternoon, so 
to keep none from attending their regular daily school : moiemei, 

as the district school of Samson Ward was not used on this day, it was 
, (1 11, e disposal of the Ladies, thus materially helping to decrease

the expenses,-the rooms being well adapted to the purpose lor which

as

lh6^'rhe' regular rnêthod pursued for instructing the children ~mti

rdnrl“,T. io Zut, »ud k„it,-it having been noticed 

2 tile Ladies in the habit of visiting the poor, that very feu. com. 
paratively .peeking, could sew properly, ITde"!

had*religious instruction imparted to then, by Ml" "'^7''ft’k tobe 
whose constant supermtendence the school was conducted It » to he 
deeply regretted that the School could not be carried on for » ant of 
more liberal support, it being sustained solely by the moût y con i -

MARY MEUDELL, 
Secretary <(• Treasurer.
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KKCK1PTS. OISBl'RSKMKXTS.
i860.
April To iimount Collected, $20 80 
May **
June “
July
Aug. “
ISept. “
Oct.
Nov. “
Dec.
1870.
Jan.
Feb.
March “
April “

May
June “
July “
Ang. “
Sept. **
Oct.
Xov. “
Dec.
1871.
Jan. “
Feb.
March •*

I860.
lly Mrs. McAdam’s Salary 
“ Materials for Mother’s Meet­

ings ......................................
“ Furniture for Mission Room 29 10

2 50
“ Miss McCunn, 2 ms. Salary 40 31 

46 47% I “ Heating anil Cleaning Room 2 12% 
22 05 
18 50

$51 10
39 07 
30 91
19 06
20 12% I “ Material for Sewing School 
14 10

14 25 '

, “ Printing 200 copies of letter,
“The Bible-woman and Do­
mestic Mission” - - -

; “ Miss McCunn 10 ms. Salary 166 7o 
! “ Rent for Mission Room 
I “ Material for Mothers Meet­

ings ......................................

1 50
50

12 0015
21 20 
33 72
32 63% I “ Tracts 
20 20

9 25 % 
3 70 

10 67“ Miss McCann’s Salary - 
'* Material for Mothers’ Meet­

ings ......................................
75

7 7115 11
33 78% “ Material for Sewing School 5 75

“ Mothers’ Mect-1 00
20 84% | ings •

6 10 “ Discount on Silver
“ Balance due Miss McCunn 

j “ Material for Mother's Meet­
ings ------

“ Material for Mother’s Meet­
ings Xo. 1 - - - -

“ Miss McCann's Salary - 
“ Sundry Expenditure - 
“ Balance on hand -

00
84
OH

7 45 
21 22% 
17 04

16 00

16 00 
33 34 
30 OO 
24 66

A. RITCHIE, 
Treasurer*

CA1V(LINE WALLBlUDliE, 
Secretary.

$491 60$491 60

DOMESTIC MISSION IN ACCOUNT WITH TREASURER FOR THE 
YEARS 186» AND ls70.

DOMESTIC MISSION SCHOOL SOCIETY IN ACCOUNT WITH 
TREASURER.

KKCKiriS. DISBl'HSKMKXTS.
1870.
Feb. 7 To Cash 
« 12 « « 

June 24 “
24 “

July 5 “ “

; 1870.
$4 25 ! Feb. 8 By Material

1 00 ! July 29 “ “
2 37%

25 ,
2 10

$6 04 
3 93}

$9 97} $9 97}

MARY MEUDELL, Sec. and Trees.
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