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PROMISES AND PERFORMANCES.

PLANK No. I-TARIFF.

We, the Liberal party of Canada, in convention assembled

Ottawa, June, 1893, declare

:

That the customs tariff o£ the Dominion should be based, not as it ia

now, upon the protective principle, but upon the requirements of the public

service ; that the existing tariff, founded upon an unsound Pi'"«Pl«. a"J

used as it has been by the Government, as a corrupting agency wherewith

to kJep themselves in office, has developed monopolies trusts and combrna-

, tions : It has decreased the value of farm and other landed Pfoperty >

^J
has oppressed the masses to the enrichment of a few ;

it has checked

immigration ; it has caused great loss of population ; it has impeded com-

merce ; it has discriminated against Great Britain.

In these and in many other ways it has occasioned great public and

private injury, all of which evils must continue to «row in intensity as

lone as the present tariff system remains in force.
^ ^ „^^

That the highest interests of Canada demand a removal of this obstacle

to our country's progress, by the adoption of a sound fis^^'^Jpo^^^y- f';^]?];!

while not doing injustice to any class, will promote domestic and foreign

trade, and hasten the return of prosperity to our people ; that to that end,

the tiriflf should be reduced to the needs of honest, economical and effici-

ent government ; that it should be so adjusted as to make free, or lo bear

as lightly as possible upon the necessaries of life, and should be so

arranged as to promote freer trade with the whole world, more particu-

larly With dreat Britain and the I ited States. We beheve that

the rosults of the protective system have grievously disappointed thousands

of persons who honestly supported it, and that the couDtry, in the hght of

exoerience, is now prepared to declare for a sound fiscal policy. *
_

The issue between the two political parties on this question ^ now

. clearly defined. The Government themselves admit the failure of thoir

fiscal policy, and now profess their willingness to make some changes; but

they ^y that such changes must be based only on the principle of protec-

tion. We denounce the principle of protection as radically unsour and

unjust to the masses of the people, and we declare our conviction that any

tariff changes based on that principle must fail to afford any substantial

relief from the burdens under which the country labors. This issue we

unhesitatingly accept, and upon it we await with the fullest confidence

the verdict of the electors of Canada.

The Tariff has been materially reduced.

The reduction is equivalent to about ten per cent, of the duty

^

compared with the average rate under the Conservative Tariff of 1896;

[3j m



and it vill be greater when the further reduction under the Preferen-

tial Ta ff comes into operation on the first day of July, 1900.

Th reduction in Customs taxation since the Liberal Tariff came
into operation has been not less than his. millions of dollars ; to put it

in other words, if the Conservative TariffJiad been in operation, not

Jsgsth^jLSix millions of dollars moreCustoms taxation would have been
imposed upcm the people.

In addition to u-'^^e reductions there have been large savings to

the people through the operation of the British Preferential Tariff,

which compels a reduction in the price of goods imported into Canada
from foreign countries in competition with British goods, as well as
controlling and regulating the prices of Canadian manufacturers on
various classes of goods made by them.

The changes made in the Tariff by the Liberal Government were
especially beneficial to the farming community. Important articles
of necessity to the farmer, such as Indian com, binder twine, barbed
,and other fencing wire. Cream, separators, etc,, were transferred to the
free list, a-nd the rates of duty on many other articles of necessity
were substantially reduced.

If the Conservative Tariff had been in operation last fiscal year,
one million dollars in duty would have been paid on the importations
of articles chiefly for the farmer, which were admitted free of duty
under the Liberal larif.

Manufacturing industries were stimulated by a reduction of the
rates of duty on coal, iron and steel and other staple raw materials.
Many items of iron and steel were transferred to the free list.

The Liberal Tariff is based upon revenue as a principle.

It does no injustice to any class.

It has promoted rlomestic and foreign trade,

The aggregate foreign trade of Canada for the fiscal year 1898-9
321 millions, while for the fiscal year 1895-6,' which was the last
under the regime of the Conservative party, it was only 239

millions. During the eighteen years the Conservatives were in ofllce
the foreign trade increased by 66 millions. During the three years to
the end of June, 1899, since the Liberals came into power, it increased
82 millions. For the last three years of the Conservative regime the
total foreign trade amounted to 704 millions, while for the three
years from 1896 to the end of June, 1899, under Liberal rule, the total
foreign trade amounted to 883 millions.

The latest figures indicate that the trade of the fiscal
year 1899-1900 will be over 60 millions in excess of the
last fiscal year. These figures prove conclusively that the
Liberal Tairff tiaa fostered and promoted foreign trade.

was
year



i'i^rea cannot be given to show the increase in domestic trade,

but tlmt the increase has been enormous is a self-evident fact Every
legitimate industry, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, is prosj)ering, and
there is general prosperity throughout the land. Manufacturers never
wero in a better position. The reduction in duties has served to stim-
ulate them to greater business efforts, has made them more independ'
ent, and they are to-day in a better position to meet the competition
of the world than they ever were before.

• The outstanding feature of the Liberal Government trade policy
is the British Preferential Tariff'. The adoption of .hat preference yra^
the best stroke of business Canada ever did. No step that had there-
tofore been taken did more to promote the unification of the Empire.
No step was more beneficial to Canada. The practical features of the
preference are briefly as follows:

First, it involves a very large direct reduction in the duties paid
by the Canadian consumer, as compared with the duties paid by him
under the Conservative Tariff.

Second, it also operates indirectly to the benefit of the Canadian
consumer. The foreign competitors of Britain in our markets must
reduce their prices to meet the preference in duty granted to Britain,
as well as its controlling influence to reduce the prices on certain
claases ot Canadian manufactured goods. The consumer, therefore, is

benefitted by the reduction in prices.

3rd. It has resulted in largely increased sales of British goods to
Canada. For years prior to its adoption Great Britain's exports to
Canada had steadily fallen off The Preference at once arrested the
decline, and the trade has increased ever since

4th. It has also resulted in a wonderful increase in the exports
of the products of our farms to Great Britain

It is worthy of si)ecial note that the reduction under the Prefer-
ential Tariff is to be increased from 25 per cent, to 33J per cent, on
and after the first day of July, 1900. This in effect means that for
every three dollars to be paid on American or other foreign goods, only
two dollars will be paid on British goods.

It is generally considered by all who have taken the trouble to
gtudy the question, that the new tariff' enacted by the Liberal Govern-
ment was a well-considered, judicious, business-like and very material
measure of reform, in view of all the existing circumstances.

Besides grantin.of tlie Preference the Liberal Government reduced
the duty on 145 of the 968 articles in the dutable list of the statistical

classification, and 46 of the 481 items in the free list of the present
tariff were on the dutiable list of the statistical classification under the
old tariflf.
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Eecord of Prosperity. Progress and Development
under Liberal Rule.

A A T7 • m 1
OoniwrvftMve, 1896. Liberal, 18M.

AggroLmtG Foreign Trade $289,025,360 $321,661,213
Total Imports. 118,011,fi08 162 7^4808

" Exports 1 21.013.852 168;896;906
Exports, produce of Canadian

Farms . . . . 50.591.002 69.696.04fi
Exports of Canadian Mines 8.059,650 13.368,150
Exports of Canadian Fori-sts 27,175.086 28,021.529
Exports of Canadian Manufactures ... 9.365,.'?84 11,706,707
Circulation of Bank and Dominion notes 67,50£,703 76^664^545
Bank Clearings in six principal cities

for 1897* 1,1.74,710,345 1.549.966.696
Figures for 1896 not available.

Discounts in Chartered Banks , 224,507,301 283,713,938
Deposits in Chartered and Savings Banks 230,569,310 308,644io58
Railways Giosa Earnings 50,545,569 62,? -3.784
Railways—miles in operation 16.270 a 7.260
Freight carried by Railways—tons .... 24,266'.825 31,211.753
Shipping—exclusive of Coasting Trade

o,. .

~^''^^ * 21,8V0,473 25.420.110
Shipping—Coasting Trade—tons 27,431 .753 80,212,496
Business Failures 16,208,460 10,668,675
Immigrants—No 16,835 44,643
Importation of Settlers' Effects 2,188,975 2.805,956
Mineral Products 22,684,513 46',245',878
No. Letters posted in Canada 116,028,000 150,375,000
No. Post Offices 9^03 9,420
No. Post Crds posted 24,794,800 27,450,000
No. Registered Letters posted 3,505,500 3,676i400
Homestead Entries of Dominion Lands

_ —^o 1,857 6,689
Letters Patent for Dominion Lands

issued—No 2,665 3,904
Lands sold by Railway and otb^r Com-

panies having Govt. Land grants. . . acres 108.016 653 075

„. ., ^. ,
value 361,338 l,87i;224

ii ire Insurance Risks

—

In Canadian Companies 141,251,862 169.792.859 *

In British Companies 591 ,656,008 654,890,000
In American Companies 112.666,482 122.186,809

Life Insurance in force

—

In Canadian Companies 195,303.042 252.219,758
In British Companies 34,837,448 38',026,272
In American Companies -. 97,660,009 113,889,563

'3Qnt^^^^i^'^^^ ^o® « ^Sures indicate that the total trade for the fiical year 1899.1900 will be over $372,000,000.
^



PLAM.. No. 2.-RECiPR0CITY.
TllAt, having regard to the pr<jH{)erity of Canada and tho Unitea Staton

M adjoining oountnos, with many mutual intercsta, it iH d -nirablo that

thero should bo the most friondiy relatioii'j anil broad and liberal trade

interor)ur8e between them ; that the interests alike of the Dominion and
of the Empire would be materially advanced by the establishing of auoh
relations ;

That tho period of the old reciprocity treaty was one of marked pros-

peri^ to tho British North Am^rica/i colonies
;

That the pretext ui)der which the Government apoealed to the

country in 1891 respecting negotiations for a trepty w:th the United
States was misleading and 'lisheiiestand intended todoceive the electorate;

Thai lo sincere effort has been made by thorn to obtain a treaty, but

that, on the contrary, it is manifest tliat the present Government, con-

trolled as they are by monopolies and corabijies, are not desirous ox seoui-

ing such a treaty ;

Tliat the tirst stop towards obtaining the end In view, is to place a
party in power who are sincerely desiroi's of promoting a treaty on terms
honorable to both countries

;

That a fair and liberal reciprocity treaty would develop the great

natural resources of Canada, would enorn.ously increase the trade ar.

commerce between the two countries, woull tend to encourage friendly

relations between tha two peoples, v/ould remove many causes which have
. in the past provoked irritation and trouMo to the Governments of lx)th

countries, and would promote thoso kindly reUtions between the Empiro
and the Republic which afford the best guarantee for peace and prosperity ;

That the Liberal party is prepared tt> enter into negotiations with a
view to obtaining such a treaty, including a well considered list of manu-
factured articles, and we »re satisfied that any treaty so arranged will

receive the assent of Her Majesty's Govemmer-t, without wfcoje approval

no treaty can be made.

The Liberal party has acted up to this resolution, both in ita leti«r

and spirit Soon after the Government was formed, a delegation was

sent to Washington to discuss the subject in an informal way. The

moment; was not favorable for immediate action. It was a time when

the Democratic Government was about retiring, and the Republican

Government was about taking offic . No action could be expected at

such a tima But it was deemed well at the 'Earliest possible moment

to cause an intimation to be given to the leading men of the United

States that if they were disposed to talk reciprocity, Canada was ready

to give the subject fair consideration. Some months after this, the

United States authorities responded to the suggestion. They intimat-

ed their willingness to have a Joint High Commission for the purpose

of discussing reciprocity and all other questions pending between the

two countries. The Commission was appointed, and met first at

Quebec and afterwards at Washington. Some progress was made,



8

But serious difficulties arose on tke question of *he Alaska boundary.
The American representatives made demands upon Canada which the
J^beml Government thought were exacting and unreasonable, and that
fihould not be agreed to. The whole question was thus postponed for
further consideration. The Joint High Commissio'- has not been dis-
solved. If the United States authorities are disposed to take what
Canada believes to be a more reasonable view of the pending questions
the Commissicn may meet again What has already happened gives
to all Canadians the fullest assurance that while disposed to cult^i^ate
better trade relations with the neighboring Republic the Government
ot Canada may be relied on t , defend Canadian interests, and not to
agree to any arrangement that is not fair and just to the Dominion.

The British Commissioners were appointed by -the Home Govern-

^T-^'.
^°^^ Herschell was elected Chairman and the Right Hon Sir

Wilfnd Laurier, Hon. Sir Richard Cartwright, Hon. Sir Louis H
Davies, and John Charlton, M.P., were appointed by the Imperial
jrovernment as the O&nadian Commissioners.

This alone indie Jites the immense progress that Canada has made^m national development during the past three years. In previous
times Canada haa^oecasionally been permitted to nominate one Com-
niissionerin the ca^e of International negotations but never before was
she permitted to appoint 4 out of 5 commissioners to represejot the
Imperial Government in great negotiations of this kind

PLANk No. 3.-PURITY OF ADMINISTRATION.
Thafc the Convention deplores the gross corruption in the manaeement

and expenditure of pubhc moneys which for years past has ei^isted under
the rule of the Conservative party, and the revelations of which by the
diflerent parliamentary committees of inquiry havo brought disgrace upon
the fair name of Canada. The Government which profited politically bv
these expenditures of public moneys of which the people have been
defrauded, and which, nevertheless, have never punished the euiltv
parties, must be held responsible for the wrongdoing, We arraign the
Government for retaining in office a Minister of the Crown proved to
have accepted ve^ large contributions of money for election purposes
troin the funds of a railway company, which, while paying the political
contributions to him, a member of the Government, with one hand was
receiving Government subsidies with the other. The conduct of the Min-
ister and the approval of his colleagues after the proof became known tothem are calculated to degrade Canada in the estimation of the world and
deserve the severe condemnation of the people.

The history of the Conservative Government amply justified the
passing of this resolution. No such transactions as were disclosed in
the investigations relating to the public works under Conservative
rule have occurred under the Liberal Administration.

II



9

The party now led bj^ Sir Charles Tapper has produced a terrible

record of scandals. Some incidents of this record are:- -The McGreevy-
Langevin scandal, Senecal's Commissions, Curran Bridge scandal, Wet
Basin scandal, Levis Graving Dock scandal. Cross Wall Contract
scandal, Esquimalt Dock scandal, Section " B " scandal, Harris Land
Job, Cochrane scandal, the Tay canal scandal, the Little Rapids Lock
scandal, Galops Channel scandal, the Eykert Timber Limit scandal, the
C. P. R. scandal, the Briberjr Conspiracy of 1884, Manitoba Election
Frauds, Wholesale Bribery in South Ontario by Wm. Smith, a Tory
ex-M,P., Nest of Traitors, Montague's Letter to the Indians, the
Anonymous Letter Writer, and many other such terrible practices.

PLANK No. 4-STRICTEST ECONOMY.
We cannot but view with alarm the large increase of the public ciobb

and ef the controllable annual expenditure of the Dominion and the con-
Bequent undue taxation of the people under the Governments that have
been continuously in power since 1878, and we demand the strictest

economy in the administration of the government of the country.

This resolution has been fully carried out.

There has been economy in the true sense of the word in the ad-

ministration of the government of the country. Economy is not

parsimony. It means wise and prudent expenditure for necessary

purposes. No one ever seriously supposed that with the increasing

business of Canada there would never be any increase in the expendi-
ture. What the Liberal party daimed was that the increase of ex-
penditure under the Conservative administration was out of all

proportion to the increase of population and business.

Though the total annual expenditure has increased unf||!r the
Liberal administration, an examination of the figures wilt show that in

proportion to the development of Car- .da and to the volume of business
transacted there has been a substantial reduction in the expenditure.

In comparing the expenditures under the Conservative and Liberi;l

administrations the very important fact should be carefully borne in

mind that abnormal conditions in trade and commerce have prevailed
since the Liberals took office. A new business age ; a new age of
development, arose in Canada after 1896. Business has progressed by
leapH and bounds, the foreign trade having been increased by fifty per
cent, in four years ; new s< etions of the country, such as the Yukon
and Kootenay Districts have been opened up and developed ; the pro-
duction of minerals has increased enormously ; the exodus has largely

stopped ; the population has rapidly increased ; the total income of the
people is 9stimated to have increased since 1895 by fifty millions,—in
short, there has been wonderful development and pro^redn aU along
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the lines, so much so that a fair comparison of expenditure cannot
well be made with the expenditure under the conditions that prevailed
four years ago.

Increased development, increased trade, and increased population
involve increased national expenditure. As a business man's expenses
mcrease with the expansion of his business, so with a nation. There
are hundreds of business men in Canada to-day who are paying out
for business expenses two or three times as much as they paid four
years ago, but no one will be so stupid as to say that this additional
expenditure is an evidence of business incapacity or of extravagence.

The increased expenditure under the Liberal administration has
been along the right lines. There have been no corrupt or improper
expenditures. To facilitate and expand trade and commerce and to
develop the great mineral, a-gricultural and forest wealth of the country,
have been the great objects of the Liberal Government, and liberal
expenditures have been made in furtherance thereof. Transportation
facilities have been improved, canals have been rushed to completion,
harbors have been deepened and rivers made more navigable. Cold
storage systems have been inaugurated and perfected. Immigration
has been prqmoted vigorously. Agriculture has been fostered. Gov-
ernment railways have been extended. The Kootenay District has
been developed by the granting of government aid, the Yukon District
also has been developed. All these improvements and enterprises in-
volve expenditure, and who will say that the expenditure has been
unwise ? Certainly not the Conservative party, for they failed to
record by their votes in the House of Commons their protest against
it. The Liberal Government and ^p&i^y have nothing to apologize for
in connection with their financial record; Qn the contrary they are
proud of it.

'

Fo» every additional dollar that has been expended there has
fteen more than an ample return to the people.

To come down to particulars. The expenditure under Consoli-
dation Account (which is the ordinary annual expenditure of the
nation) under the Conservative administration in 1894-5, (which was
their last fair year's expenditure, the accounts of 1895-6 being cooked

ftooTIo nn^^ ?'''^f.no ?f ^^T'^'S legitimate services) amounted to

f ;., nn.?;J"" ^^^^'^.' ""'^'^'' ^^^ ^^^^^B,l administration it amounted

oi n '?.
'^^'

""-T ,"'^''''^'*' ^^ $3,771,495. This expenditure of
1998-9, however, includes two new important services which did not
exist during the Conservacive administration, namely, the Yukon and
^he additional expense of Intercolonial railway management, arising
irora the extension of the railway to Montreal Although these
Bervjces swell the expenditure under Consolidated Account;the ex-
pondituros are only noaiinal because as & matter of fact a larger
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amount by way of revenue than the expenditure is •received through

them. To illustrate this, in three years from l8'J6-7 to 1898-9 there

was expended in the Yukon District by the Government the total sum

of $2,372,340.74, and revenue was obtained from the District to the

amount of $2,572,646.35. It will be seen, therefore, that the devolop-

menb of the Yukon was defrayed by the Yukon and did not cost the

people of the older parts of Canada anything, while at the same time

they got the benefit of the trade from the new district.

In order to make a fair comparison with 1894-5, the amounts

expended for these two new services require to be deducted from the

total expenditure of 1898-9. The expenditure in the Yukon District

in 1898-9 amounted to $971,938.87. Owing to the fact that the

accounts of the Railway Department are not subdivided to show the

cost of running the different sections of the Intercolonial Railway it

is not possible to state with any degree of accuracy the amount of the

increased annual expenditure consequent upon the extension of the

railway from Levis to Montreal, but approximately it amounted to

several hundreds of thousands of dollars.

The net increase, exclusive of these two new services, is accounted

for largely in the fnanner above indicated, that is to say, through in-

creased development, increased trade and increa&ed population.

As an illustration of this, there have oeen increases m the follow-

ing services :

—

Immigration .* ^ 30,225

Ocean and River Services and Lighthouse and

Coast Service 194,903

Railways and Canals 674,411

Agriculture, Cold Storage 42,042

Trade and Commerce 77,534

Customs Services 120,003

Mail Subsidies and,Steamboat Subventions .

.

70,778

Public Works 174,566

Interest on Public Debt 388,817

Sinking Funds 480,173

These last two items are accounted for by the increased capital

expenditure for development of canals and transportation facilities

and for the development of the country generally.

Another important increase in expenditure should be noted,

namely, $538,278 on account of Militia a-.d Defence. The expenditure

under this head in 1894-5 was $1,574,013, while 'n 1898-9 it was

$2,112,291.79. ,«.The Militia is to-day better eC[uipped than ever before,

and our defences are in every way in better condition.

Although there has been a nominal increase in *he expenditure

olon" proper lines, it will bftr-found in comparison with the volume of

I
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Notwithstanding the increased expenditure, the LiT>eraI Govem-
it has been able to show rome handsome surpluses, instead of large

[cits, which were shown during the closing years of th« Conserva-
administration. The following table suDstantiates this state'

it:

Under Conservatives. Deficit.

1893-4 : . . . .«1.210,332 45
1894-5 4,153,875 68
1895-6 330,661 31

Total deficit for three years , .$5,694,759 34
Average annual deficit 1,898,253 11

Under Liberals.

Deficit. Surplus.

1896-7 .$519,981 44
1897-8 $1,722,712 33
1898-9 .• 4,837,749 GO

$6,560,461 33
519,981 44

ih. safety

Total surplus for three years $6,040,479 89
Average annual surplus 2,013,493 29

Deficit, three years, 1893 to 1896 $5,694,759 34
Surplus, three years, 1896 to 1899 6,040,479 89

Betterment, last three years $11,735,239 23

It is predicted that for the present fiscal year, 1899-00, there will

\b, surplus on Consolidated Account of over seven million dollars, the
jest in the history of the country
To turn to a consideration of the public debt. The increase of the

)lic debt for the three years since 1896 amounted to $7,776,013, be-
an average annual increase of $2,592,004. Two and a half millions

[round figures oi this amount of $7,776,013, added to the debt,* were
jended in paying obligations entered into by the late Govem-
l^nt or obligations which existed prior to the Liberal Government
ling into power, and which should have been met by the

Ivious Government. In fairness, therefore, this amount should

ideducted to make a proper compai^son, and if this be done it will

found that the average annual increase to the public debt under the

iral administration was only $1,700,000. During the eighteen

the Conservatives were in power the debt increased by the large

of $118,135,362, or an average annual increase of $6,563,075.



14

ill

I

I

I

liiif

Although the debt under the Liberal administration increased sA
a very much smaller ratio than under the previous administration, it

should be particularly noted that under the Liberal administration con-
siderably more money was expended on capital account, which goes to
increase the public debt. This is fully illustrated by the following
statement

:

Statement of expenditure chargeable to Capital,
etc , for six yeara

Under Conservatives.
1894 .....: 14,798,317 37
1895 4,192.820 61
1896 6,860,346 68

Total $14,853,883 66

Under Liberals.
1897 $3,085,399 78
1898 6,073,877 06
1899 8,508,263 60

Total .". $16,667,540 34
One important fact In connection witb the finances requires to

be stated and emphasized, and that \& that the increased expendi-
ture consequent upon the sreat development of the country has
b«ien met without increasing the rate of taxation and without
unduly increasing the public debt. On the contrary, the rat<i of
Customs taxation, which is the greatest source of revenue, is
lower ; postage rates are lower, and the public debt has been in-
creased very little, and at a much smaller ratio than under the
Conservative administration. These facts are evidences of wise
and prudent business administration*

It is unquestionable that the ^pulation of the country has greatlw
increased in recent years. There are a hundred evidences in support
of that fact, but until a census is taken it cannot be officially estab-
lished. Increased population means a decrease in the per capita ex-
penditure and debt. It is not going outside the mark by any means
to state oh at, based upon our actual population, our per capita debt
and expenditure is to-day much lowet than it was under the Conser-
vative regime.

PLANK No. 5.-INDEPINDENCE OF PARLIAMENT.
That the Convention regrets that by the action of Ministers and their

supporters in Parliament, in one case in which serious charges were made
aganist a Minister of the Crown, investigation was altogether refused,
while in another case the charges preferred were altered and then referred
to a commission appointed upon the advice of the Ministry contrary to the
well settled practice of Parliament ; and this Convention affinns •
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That it is the ancient and undoubted right of the House of Commons
to inquire into all matters of public expenditure, and into all charges of

misconduct in office against Ministers of the Crown, and the reference ol

Buch matters to royal commissions created upon the advice of the accused

is at varian-je with the due responsibility of Ministers to the House of

Commons, and tends to weaken the authority of the House over the

Executive Government, and this Convention affirms that the powers of the

people's representatives in this regard should on all fitting occasions be

upheld.

The circumstances referred to in this resolution were such as to

uiand the notice which tb* CJonvention took of the matter. The

rCtrine thus laid down by the Liberal party as to the right of Parlia-

ent to enquire into all matters connected with the public expendi-

re, and into all charges of misconduct against Ministers of bhe Crown,

been fully maintained.

PUVNK No. 6.-THE LAND FOR THE SETTLER.
That in the opinion of this Convention the sales of public lands of the

Dominion should be to actual settlers only, and not to speculators, upon

reasonable terms of settlement, and in such areas as can bo reasonably

occupied and cultivated by the settler.

The policy of the present Government is, and has been, to dispose

Dominion lands to actual settlers only, and not to speculators. The

,nting of large tracts of arable land for railway purposes has been

wiKindoned, and similar grants to colonization societies have also been

^continued. The public lands are now held for entry as homesteads

;

for sale subject to homestead conditions. In the case of lands—the

^ea of which have been cancelled, they are offered and held for ordi-

,r\- sale to settlers who wish to acquire a larger area than the home-

d quarter section—but not exceeding one section to each individual

PLANK No. 7.~PR0VINCIAL FRANCHISE.
That the Franchise Act since its introduction has cost the Dominion

Treasury over a million of dollars, besides entailing a heavy expenditure

to both political parties ; That each revision involves an additional ex-

penditure of a further quarter of a million ; That this expenditure has

prevented an annual revision, as originally intended, in the absence of

which young voters, entitled to the franchise have, in numerous instances,

been prevented from exercising their natural rights ; That It has failed to

secure uniformity, which was the principal reason assigned for its introduc-

tion ; That it has produced gross abuses by partizan revising barristers

appointed by the Government of the day ; That its provisions are less lib-

eral than those already existing in many Provinces of the Dominion, and

that in the opinion of this Convention the Act should be repealed, and we
ould revert to the Provincial Franchise.

The Franchise Act has been repealed, and the Provincial fran-

jises are now i» vise and operation for Dorainion election purposes,

f
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PLANK No. 8.-00UNTY BOUNDARIES FOR RIDINGS,
of mJmw/fi^1,??^^™*"?n^**'• *^^

®'*'e^°'''*^
diviBions for the returnof members to the House of Commons have been bo nmdo as to prevent afair expression of the opinion of the country at the general electiomian^to secure to the party now in power a strength cut of'llTpTop^SonTre^^^^^^than the number of elector, supporting them would warrant To Sut anend to this abuse, to make the liouso of Commons a fJr exponent 7pubHoopinion and to preserve the historic continuity of countiesV "tTa des^rablfthat m the formation of electoral divisions, county boundaries shridbJ

STcfo'raT^L^r
"^^"^^*^°^ ^•-^"* coUeasiridttu' fe

fL «
p'^'^

^*™^'i ""^fTP*^ "^^""^ "^^'^^ *^ rtpealthe worst features of Ithe Gerrymander » Acts, and to restore county boundaries but thpartisan Senate refused to pass the Bills, which Ld been „fut
^
and, by large majorities passed through the House of Commons.

^'

PLANK No. 9.-THE SENATE.
r,^-.

'^^® P""®^^"* constitution of the Senate is inconsistent with the Federalpnnciple in our system of government, and is in other resoects dewfJ!
^ui i^n^-

'•*^'
fr'""

^«d«l^«°d««t of the poople an?unconfcrone?W^^^^^^public opinion of the country, and should be so amended as to EKntSharmony with the principles of popular government.
^

wifhT!!!^*^''
th3 only plank that so far has not been effectively dealtwith by the Liberal Government, but the subject has not bL losight of. Great constitutional changes of this kind invofve much con

Lm'nr ^°--P^r-««- of the Imperial Government anS Par-

PLANK No. IO.-PROHIBITION PLEBISCITE.

to thfiSr"'""
^^'^^*^ '"^ ^^"'' *"'* ^""'^ P'^^g^' therefore, kepi

tl,.t Jt OPr^^'i?'' frequently misrepresent the situation by alierin.,that the pledge of the party waa tc grant Prohibition oie Stabove quoted from the official platfonu show distSy that no su,

th.it a plebiscite should be taken to ascertain the mind of the neon .on the question of Prohibition, leaving Parliament perfectly fS,
."teToVth'^rnt;.*'''^^'^'''"''^'

--^"'^^ "^---1 »>^w:

/]
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