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A LECTURE
ox
'THE SOCIAL. ADVANCEMENT OF CANADA;
Being the Introductory Lecture of the Seasom, before the Mechanics’

Institutes of Niagara and Toronto, delivered in Niagara on
the 13th, and in Toronto on the 16th of October, 1849,

BY THE REV. DR. RYERSON,

1 am to address you on * The Social Advancement of Canada
—-a subject little discussed and less understood,—yet one which
jnvolves all that is vital and hopeful in the interests of our country,
and which is interwoven with the most anxious thoughts of the
Statesman, the solicitudes of the Patriot, and the prayers of the
Christian.

In the discassion of this subject, I assume the existerce of So-
ciety and the possibility of its progress. By Society, I mean the
union of individuals for certain purposes of common interest and
enjoyment—a union prompted by the original impulses of man, and
imposed by his necessities. The most comprehensive and impos-
ing form under which such aseociation amongst men exists, consti-
tutes what is termed * civil society * which is truly regarded as an
# ordinance of God,” —ariginating in his goodness and dictated by
his wisdom. Every such society involves certain mutual obliga-
tions on the part of its individual members, and that which defines
- those obligations, is called the constitution of the society—embrac-
ing the fundamental principles of the social compact, either ex-
pressly stated in written document—such as the Constitation of the
United States ; or deduced from historical events, solemn decisions,
and uncontested usage-—such as form the British Constitution.
Every such society requires some agency to accomplish its objects.
If one object of the society be to protect the person and property
of each of its members, and if person or property be violated in
apy instance, all the members cannot turn out to apprehend and
punish the culprit. Hence the neceseity of certain officers of jus-
tice, invested with the authority and power of the whole society for
such and kindred purpnses of common safety and inicrest. Again,
in otder to determine with certainty who the guilty party ig, in any
such case, and to prevent the innocent from being mistaken for the
guilty, as all the members of the compact cannot take part in the
investigation, a convenient and adequate number of them are se-
lected for that purpose. Such judges of fucts amongst us are
calied jurors: and as their decisions in particular cases should be
in harmony with principles and regulations impartially applicable to
all cases of the same kind, certain persons, duly qualified, are se-
lected and appointed as the autherized expounders and guardians of
these general principles and regulations. These are denominated
Judges. But these regulations should be stamped with the autho-
rity of the whole society, in order to be binding upon each of its
members ; and as they cannot all meet to consult and ugree upon
such regulations, certain of their number are appointed or delegated
as Legislators for the whole. The results of their deliberations
constitute the Statutes or Laws of & country, and are not usually
confined to the mere protection of person and property, but extend
to whatever may secure and advance the common welfare of society
in its various industrial and social interests—embracing all that is
comprehended in the department of Political Economy ; of which
Public education is animportant and essential branch. . Then, some

powet is necessary to execute the decisions of Judges and Juries
and the enactments of the people through their legislators. This
cannot be done by the people en masse ; and hence the necessity of
executive officers to givwﬂ'ect to the various laws adopted. But the
people cannot ali meet W choose these officers ; and therefore there
must be some selected appointing power to which all executive
officers should be subordinate and responsible, and which power
stands forth as the personification of the national authority, law,
and order. This supreme executive power i3 termed Emperor,
King, President, or Governor, acccording to circumstances ; and the
fact of this power being absolute or limited by law, hereditary or
elective, chiefly determines the different forms and systems of civil
government, But it should be observed, that, according to the na-
ture of things, government is merely the instrument to sccomplish
the end for which society exists ; Society being the principal,-
Government the agent. It is true, that in past ages, and in some
unhappy countries still, government has been viewed as the end,
and -eociety as the means,—the people existing for the sake of the
government, and not government for the sake of the people. But
the light of modern civilization has largely corrected this unnatural
state of things,--has taught rulers their relations and duties, and
the people their rights and privileges.

Now, when I spesk of the advapcement of society, I mean pro
gress in what appertains to the nature and objects of that society ;
and when I speak of the ¢ Socisl Advancement of Canada,” I mean
advancement in whatever is involved in the nature and objects of
Canadan institutions ;—I mean progress in Canadian civilization ;
ory to use the words of the illustrious French historian and states-
man, Guizor,—* The progress of sogjety, the progress of indivi-
duals ; the amelioration of the social system, and the expansion of
the mind and faculties of man; the exterior conditivn of man en-
larged, quickened, improved ; the intellectual nature of man distin-
guished by energy, brilliancy, and grandeur.”*

What then is involved in the Social Advancement of Canads,
and by what mesns may it be effected ? What are the necessary
coanditions of its existence, and how may the vigorous development
of its life be promoted ¥ The brief answers which a single lecture
confines me to give to these momentous questions, comprises
several particularsy each of which I must rather indicate than fully
discuss. :

I. The first is, the Healthful state of our Country's Maiterial
Interests. 1t is true that the life of a country, any more than that
of an individnal, dors “ not consist in the abundance of the things
possessed.” The wealthiest kingdoms of antiquity were among the
most degraded ; while some of the poorest were the most civilized
and the most free. Neither does social advancement depend upon
gentleness of climate, fertility of soil, or natural facilities of com-
merce. The fertile plains of charming Italy have long been the
abode of squalidness and social debasement, while a high civiliza-
tion has grown up and flourished on the crld swamps of the sea-
delaged Netherlands, and amidst the rugged hills and mountains of
byperborean Scotland. We see semi-barbarism nestiing in the
more genial Styrian Alps of Austria, while it has long since melted
away in the colder Helvetian Alps of Switzerland. On our own
gide of .the Atlantic, we see the mass of the population debased to
chattels and brutes in the orange and fig-bearing States of the:

*# Civilization of Modern Europe, Leéture . 3
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neighbouring Republic, while freedom and intelligence, industry
anl virtoe dwell in the humblest cottages which dot the unpropiti-
ous znd mountainous States of New-Hampshire, Vermont, and
Massachusctts,

But, while I admit all this, T think that the healthful state of the
materiel iuterests of a country— whatever th y may be—is an es-
sential condition of its s cial advancement. 1 do not mean that
ench must be the state of every City an! Town, and intere-t in a
country.  Commerce and trade, and their natural attendants, com-
fort saud wealth, forsake old and seleet new abodes and channels of
aclivity, in defiance of the proscriptive rights of long possession
and absolute control.  “Thare is scarcely & country in Buarope, or a
S.ate in Americe, in which new enturprises and new facilities of
eominunication, by canals, railroads, &ec., have not caused the de-
cline of ol citics and towns, and given birth to new and flhurishing
012, And as we often observe the failure of one kind of grain on
a farm, while others exceed an average crop; 8o may one interest
of a Bonutry be depresscd, while othersare prosperous. It may also
happen, as it does to us this year, that the abundant crops in
E-rope reduce the demand for our productiqps there, and the short
crops ia the United States open to usan A*rican market, of which
our producers cannot take the best advantage in consequence of a
hostiie tariff.  Had the present season witnessed abundant, instead
of short crops in the United States, and short, instead of abundant
crops in Canada, the present feeling of disadvantage and loss would
hardly have been experienced amongst us.  The special bounties of
Provilence apon the labours of our husbandry, have proved the oc-
casion of much of our local discontent. ,

But-the fact of our relations to Great Britain, or. to any foreign
country, being such as to deprive any class of our population of the
naturat wnd legitimate advantages of their industry and enterprise,—
Providentially in other reapects bastowed upon them-—argues an
u:ah alihful state of our country’s material interests, Such s state
of things produces social discontent, which is most unfavorable to
social advancement. The mind of an individual, of a family, or of
a country is not ia a state favorable to improvement, intellectual,
moral, or social, when agitated with the consciousness of labouring
at an unrcasonable disadvantage, and being unfiirly cramped in its
encreies.  With a view to our social advancement, then, our.coun-
try should be placed in a position in regard to its material interests
which would give us nothing to envy in the condition of any other
people. Nor do T doubt but British and Canadian statesmanship
an | patriotism will soon altain this object.

But what is a remedy which has been proposed for a partial and
temporary disadvantage, excopt a retrograde movement in the work

- of social alvancement—a movement warmed into life by the fires
of public incendisrism, and nourished by a class of feelings and
views which are inimical to the social advancemsnt of any country.
We cannot look into the commercial history of any country for the
laat twventy years, without finding that one or more of its material
interests huve been injuriously affected by the policy of other na-
tione. But was the remedy ever proposed of abolishing homa
ititutions and of ‘seeking annexation to foreign ones, in order to
raise the price of wheat and reduce the price of sugar? 1In all
past time, the Canadian farmer has had an advantage in the English
market over his American neighbour of several shillings a quarter
for his wheat. But did the American forget his institutions and
his nationality, his allegiance and his patriotism, and forthwith
claim annexation to Canada in order to obtain, not every third or
fourth year, but every year, from twenty to forty cents additional
price per bushel for his wheat? Nay, as highly as Americans
appreciate dollars and cents, I douht but the most mercenary of
them would have blushed at so unworthy a thought. And could
one man in all the United States bave been found to put forth such
a proposition, it would have been repelled by the universsl indigna-
tion of his countrymen. The domestic interests of the Southern
and Northern States have long clashed on the subject of protection
and frec trade—the very subject which is urged a3 the ground of
subverting our present civil relations and government. The
S wthern States produce and export to Europe, Cotton and Riee and
"f'obacen,” and have depended upon importations for nearly all their
articles of manufacture, and are therefore interested in free trade.
The Northern States, to a large extent, are manuficturers, and are
therefure interested in protection. That protection is granted them
v gy National Congress, to the extent of from fifteen o forty per

cent. Do the Southern States then claim a dissolution of the fe-
deral union, and demand independence, in order to buy in the cheap-
est, as weli as sell in the dearest market ? No, slave-holders as
they ara, and each of the several S:ates coacernel, b2ing, 02 an
average, larger than Canada, yet national patriotism with them is
stronget’than eectional selfi<h:2ss, and the integrity of the Union
is naintained inviolate by an almo<t unanimous lhyalty. It is true,
that alternate party wailings have often been heard there, as here,
of commerce destroyed, manufactares crushed,-and agriculture im-
poverishal; yet no vo'ce has ventured there to pronounce the word
SeraraTioN 5 and the couatry in the aggrogate there, as here, has
continued to advance with giant strides{n the amouat of both its
domesiic productions and foreign importations.

It is an indication of mental weakness, and a means of increas-
ing it, to abandon one's pursuit, or relation, or position, as soon as
he encounters a difficulty, or meets with an offence, or is disap~
pointed in an indulgence. We hope nothing of the boy who re-
linquishes his Latin Grammar when he geis entangl-d in the third
declension of nouns; or of the religionist, who, on the first offance,
or hope of gain, separates from one communion and annexes him-
self to another ; or of the farmer, who would abandon his farm on
the occurrence of the first drought ; or of the patriot, who would
desert his country on the first public emergency, Fickleness in'a
country, as well as in an individual, is the parent of littleness,
and is the enemy of advancement of any kind. The social evil of
such unsettledness is greatly enhanced, when It is not the impulse
of a constitutional duty, resisting some unconstitutional Stamp Aet,
or maintaining some inherent right ; but when it'is the offspring of
party passion, of individual speculation, of theoretical conjecture.
In such a whirlpool there is no onward curreat. Social restless-
ness is not social advancement ; and in such circumstances, dis-
memberment is not improvement, nor is revolution progress. Social
amelioration should not be looked for-in the dissolution of social
bonds ; nor should a tried foundation-be exchanged for the ¢bage-
less fabric of a vision.”

Nor is there wanting evidence, that the foundation of our material
interests is a tried one, and requires not to be laid anew in order
that we may advance with our social superstructurs. I will adduce
one witness, and an unexceptionable one. Last year the Reverend
Dr. Dixo~, as Representative of the Wesleyan Conference in
England, made an official tour in the United States and Canada.
Hb is a man of powerful intellect—an extensive reader, a profound
thinker, and long distinguished as a careful observer of the progress
of society, both at home and abroad. But long before he reached
Canada he had adopted the theory that Canada was destined to be
absorbed by the United States, and all his partialities and opinions
partook of the character of his theory, Yet he was too shrewd
and candid an observer n~t to see and state facts as he foun them,
however they might affect his theory. in the account which he
has written of his American travels, 1 find two important state-
ments,—the one referring to the District of Niagara, the other to
the City of Toron'o,—the one involving a testim ny to Canatian
agriculture, the other a testimony to Canadian commerce, and som -
thing more. After having given the most philosophical and sub-
lime description of the Falls of Niagara that T ever read, Dr.
Dixox~ observes, in reference to his journey through a part of the
Niagara District:—¢ This journey afforded me an opportunity of
judging of the progress of agriculture in Western Canada ; and [
am compelled to say, that I saw no furming in the Uhnited States
equal to that of this part of the country.”® Now, without in the
least disparaging the state of agriculture in the N iagara District,
I think we may safely say, that Dr. Dix>x could have found equal
specimens of its progress in more than one-half the Districts of
Upper Canada. Then in reference to Toronto, Dr. Dixox
remarks :— :

‘¢ Toronto is beautifully situated on Lake Outario ; the country
is level, but free from swamp, and perfectly dry ; the city is new,
but there are many excellent buildings ; and King Street is about
the finest in America : the shopsof this street are not stores, but fin-
ished and decorated in the English style, and, in appearance, would
be no disgrace to Regent Street, if placed by its side.’t

* Tour through part-of the United States dnd Canada, 197,
+ Ibid, page 1. page ’
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Now, Toronto is but one of the many growing Cities and Towns
of Upper Canads. Drooping, decaying commerce will not build
& about the finest street in America,” nor adorn it with shops
comparable with those of the Regent Street of the British metro-
polis—the greatest of the great imperial cities of Europe. If the
agriculture of young Canada advantageously compares with that of
the older United States ; and if the new commercial City of "Fo-
ronto {whose population has quintupled during the last twenty
years,) shrinks not from comparison with older cities on either
side of the Atlantic, have we more reason to be proud, or to be
ashamed—to rejoice, or to lament—to build upon the past, or to
uproot it—to proceed in the career of advancement, or to com-
mence the career of revolution ?

T insist strongly on this point, not only upon the grounds of alle-
giance and civil obligation, but as involving what is easential to be
settled in order to the social advancement of Canada. No commu-
pity, civil or religious, can advance while the fundamental principlee
and relations on which it is founded, are in a chaotic state. But I
do injustice to our common country in imagining for a moment that
its institutions and relations are unsettled. A renewed attempt is
indeed making to unsettle them; but though more specious and
cuutious than that of 1837, I doubt not but it will share the same
result. The sincere and disinterested who, without reflection, may
bave countenanced it as & novel and dezzling theory, will, on calm
consideration, shrink back from its lawless disaffection and its dis-
organizing revolution, and return to the old paths and the good way
of fearing God, honoring the King, and meddling not with them
that are given to change.*

"I desire also to observe, that in maintaining our own civil insti-
tutions and relations as the basis of our sucial progress, those of our
-American neighbeurs may be courteously and sincerely respected.
“'o blacken their character as the enemies of liberty, and to assail
their institutions as unfriendly to civilization, is not, in my opinion,

® Previously to meditating the subject of this lecture, the Author had
jntended to observe a studied silence, and, as far as possible, cultivate a
feeling of indifference in regard to the external relationsof Canada—striving
16 concentrate bis thoughts and exertions upon the educational imprave-
meat.of the country, without regard to local parties, forms of government
«or foreign relations; but a.careful analysis of the fupdamental principles

and easential elements of our social advancement, so deeply impressed him

with the degenerate feelings and tendencies involved in the project of with-

drawing our plighted faith from a power whose prolific expeuditures
upon us {whatever may have been the errors of some of ita acts) have exci-
ted the astonishment of Americans themselves, as [ have often heard them ex-
pr’ésé; and then pot proposing ta place the dignity of supremacy upon Canade
Y4ETIDY theé erection Of Crnadian Republic, (in which there would at least
¢ self-respect and a dignified ambitiod) but proposing to transfer that broken
faithi 4o &indther power which does not even profess any particular reganl
fov Canada, und which looks on with sileat indifference, if not sovereign
eotitempt. - Indeed the very idea of Canada seliing her birthright for a mees
»f pottage at Washington, canaot fail to excite the unmingled contempt of
sdery-intelligant.and thoughtful American, as it mpst produce a conscioys-
ares-al, meannepsin the mind of any Canadian who indulges it, and must
deflower whatever feelings it ensnares.

It would be easyto show how gross avethe errore, and fallacious the ex-
pectations, (beyond the hopes of individual speculation) held forth on this
subject; but that would be foreign to the object of these remarks. Modern
Eurepe [presents no instance of the annexation of a province to a large
power avithout Josa apd degeneracy to the annexed ; though it furnichea
meveral examples of inﬂeigeadggx goveramens less in population and terri-
torial extent than Canada, more prosperous, intellectually and materially
in proportion, than extensive Empires, Kingdoms and Republics. We
annot believe that Providence ever designed that the proceeds of any part
of the commerce of our magaificeat rivers, lakes and forests should be sent
to Washington ; nor that if Canada evercease to be na integral part of tho
‘British Empire, itis destined to be a State of the American Republic.

We mnake these remarks with feelings of respect, friendship and admira-
tion towerd the people -of the Northern and Eastern United States second
‘ts those of no man not an American citizen; and everything poble in their
jntellectual and moral example we shall (as we have hitherto done) com-
mend to Canadian notice and imitaion. But it is not necessarv fo the
'{riends"ip, ‘or interest or happiness of either of two neighbouring furmers,
that one of theth anuex himself to the other. 7The individual independence
of-sach-is paf:ctly cossistent with, and perhaps the best inzans of proae-

ing, the mutusl friendship, happiness and.interests of beth.

the true, much less the christian, way of strengthening our owa
institutions, or of promoting the social advancement of our owm
country.  May we not believe that their institutions, upon the whole,
are adapted to their habits and circumstances as our's are to our
habits and circumstances? May we not admire their intelligence,
patriotism and energy, and rejoice in their prosperity? May we
uot deprecate the calamity of revolution among them as well as
among ourselves 7 I cannot but think, that while loval with all
our hearts to the laws and institutions of our own com;try, our so-
cial feelings will be rather improved than impared, if, instead of
endeavouring to excite hostile feelings toward our ‘American breth-
ren, we cherish toward them the generous sentiments and feelings
of the eloquent MacauLay, when he eaid, (referring to the people
of the United States) ¢“It is scarcelp possible that an Englishman
of sensibility and imagination should look without pleasure and
national pride on the vigorous and splendid youth of a grest people,
whose veins are filled with our blood, whose minds are nourished
with our literature, and on: whom is entailed the rich inhéritance of
our civilization, our freedom, and our glory,” * P

II. I remark, that a second condition essential to the social ad~
vancement of Canada relates to the System of Legislation and Ad-
ministrative Government, For the rake of brevity, I include under
one head two subjects, each of which, from both fis intrinsic and
relative importance, deserves an extended consideration; and the
more 80, as [ am not aware that either of them has ever been discus~
sed among us in their relation to the progress of Buciety.

It has pleased the Almighty Creator to place us under law.
There is not a single object or being in nature which is not under
the control of “the ordinances of heaven ;” and it is the operation
of these “ordinances” or laws which gives harmony to the universe,
in all the movements of the heavenly bodies, and in the forces, at-
tractions, and repulsions which mysteriouely appertain to each of
their minutest particles. But mau is constituted as the proper sub-
ject of moral, as well as of physical laws ; these moral laws invest
him with peculiar obligations and responsibilities ; and it'is on hia
harmony with these laws that his happiness and well-Leing depend.
% Of law, (says the venerable Hooxnr) there can be mno less se-
knowledged, than that her ecat is the bosom of God, her voice the
harmony of the world ; all things in heaven and earth do her hom.
age, the very least as feeling her care, and the very gieatest as not
exempted from her power ; both angels and men and creatures of
what condition soever, though each in different sort and myannéy,
yet all with uniform consent admiring her as the author 6f their
peace and joy.” . e -

The Nineteenth Psalm vividly portrays- the influenee which the
law of God is adapted to exertYupon the character and hnppiness ot
man. . But:among:ather .ordinances of Divine sppointment, is that
of Civil Gévernment—designed every where to be “g minister of -
God for good”’ ta its subjocts,  and thereforé to exert a potert influ-
ence upon their social condition;—its atthority and moral attributes
proclaimed in the Sacred Scriptures, But its forms and details left to
human choice and arrangement, Now, what we are accustomed to
call free or constitutional government, s o govérnment of Zawz, in

‘contradistinction -to a despotism, which is a government of indivi-

dual will. Our's is a government of Law ; and therefore loynity
with us is not a mere personal affection, thongh that hae produced
prodigies of noble chivalry and heroism in different 'ages; and
though, thank Gog. we have strong reason to cherish thet affection
towards the person of our virtuous and noble Queen ; but loyalty
with us is a homage to law—a homage to the Constitution of gov-
ernment under which it is our privilege to live—a lLomage l;the
claims of our country upon our aff:étion and service, Our Chief
Magistrate is the official vepresentative of the law, and es such
claims our respect and reverence ; and true loyslty wiil not
(LX)
The place its honour for the holderP: :ke."

But what is the end of law, and wiict is the true principle of
legislation, dewanded for the social advancement of the country ?
The Roman Blackstone, JusTiNian, reduced the whole doctrine o;'
law to three general principles:—¢ Live honestly ; herm no one :
render to every man his due.” ¢ Of the Cretan laws, (says 'PLA‘TGS';
because they were established with a view to virtue, they were well

* Miscellansous Writ'ngs — Review of Soxtheyts *C’olloquie; on Sonicty,
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established ; but because they regarded only a part, and not the’

wchole of virtue, I did not altogether approve them.” Such were
the axioms of law in less favored ages and countries, and history
tells how much the spirit and manners and social advancement of
naticns and people have been infiuenced by their laws. They give
impress to society ; they penetrate into its interior character ; and

contribute largely to determine the spirit and tone of its members.

The great principle of legislation, then, should be justice to all ;
and its epirit should be goodwill to all. The perversion of the func-
‘tions of legislation to any lower or narrower purposes is a wound
1o the best interests of society—a loosening of its bonds—profaning
the sacredness of law, and paralyzing its authority. Hence the
strong language employed by President WavxrLanp, of Brown Uni-
versity, U. S., on the duty ofa legislator:—¢He is bound impar-
tially to carry into effect the principles of the general and the par-
ticular compact, just in those respects in which the carrying them
into effect is committed to him. For the action of others he is not
-responsible, unless he has been made 2o responsible. He is not the
organ of 8 section, or of a district, much less of a party, but of
aociety at large. And he who uses his power for the benefit of a
section, or of a party, is false to his duty, to his country, and to his
God.” *

All partial legislation does violence to the moral constitution of
saciety, and weakens its foundations. The power of law is in its
justice ; injustice is its weekness. The Author of our constitution
has in no part of creation deposited the moral power that can en-
force unjust law. Physical force alone can do it; and in exact
proportion as physical force takes the place of moral force in the
government of society, is freedom abridged, and despotism extended.
The supremacy of law is essential to the freedom, the security, and
the happiness of society—is the only protection of a minority
against a majority in a free country—the only guarantee for the
stability and permanence of its institutions ; but the law must be
enthroned in justice in order to maintain that supremacy. Inthose
countries where the laws are the most equitable between man and
man, and between all classes, the exercise of physical power by the
government is least needed, and the Jargest amount of personal and
public liberty is enjoyed ; but in countries where the laws are un-
just, both in their origin and application, armies are required to sus-
tain them, and liberty is crushed beneath them.

Some degree of permanence is also necessary to invest law with
due sacredness and authority, and to render it tributary to the ad-
vancement of society. I refer, of course, to such laws as affect the
relations and duties of society at lgrge, or of considerable portions
of it Unsettledness in any part of the social frame-work is detri-
mental to social progress. Legislation is the means of supplying
some of the wants which society creates ; but the want should be
. felt, and legislation should be a response to its demands—not the
creation of theory, much less the offspring of passion or party.

Woere these views of the principles and province of legislation
deeply impressed upon the pablic mind, I think law-making among
us would be an easier task than it is, and our own social advance-
mont would be correspondingly promoted.

With us legislation is the representative act of the people, and
is, or ought to be, the embodiment of their deliberate sentiments
and wishes on all matters provided for by law. There is not a
State in America where the power of legislation is more extensive
than in Canada. Aunnexation could add nothing to the Legislative
power of the people of Canada, and would deduct largely from the
exercise of their local executive power. It is therefore on the en-
lightenmeunt and right spirit of the public mind that we must depend
for such legislation as will best develope the elements of our coun-
try’s advancement and greatness.

And if the legislation and laws of the country exert so powerful
en influence for good or for evil upon its social progrese, the Ad-
ministraiion of Government is an agency of still greater power, to
unite or divide, to elevate or degrade, to promote or retard S.ciety
in its several relations and interests. If the laws should be just,
ought not the administration of them to be equally just ? This is
universally admitted in respect to the Judiciary Department. And
how can it be disregarded in the Executive Department without
. perverting the true ends of government? Can this be done without

* Moral Science, page 335.

infiicting injury upon Society ? Government operates on mind ; its
province is to influence and control the conduct as well as interests
of intelJigent agents. It is, in the social compact, the living foun-
tain of honor and power. Should the flow of that fountain be pure
or impure? If impure, can it otherwise than pollute whatever it
influences ?  And how voluminously does history inform us of the
demoralization of Socictier, flowing from the corruption of their
governments ! And what is corruption in government but partiali-
ty and selfishness in the exercise of its functions ? There may be
various degrees and modifications in that corruption ; but its es.
sence is one in every age and country, as is the poison of its dele-
terious influence. Various reasons may also be assigned for selfish
paitiality in the exercise of Executive power ; but they all, in one
form or other, resolve themselves into an expediency which has been
pleaded for extinguishing liberty at Rome,—for peopling Siberia
with exiles,—and for drenching Hungary in blood! Justice is the
end of government ; and justice should ever be the habitation of its
throne. It should stand before the people as the living personifica-
tion of “whatsoever things are true, whatsoevet things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report.” ‘Then,
though an unscrupulous combination of selfishness might seek to
ostracise it, as it did an ARisTIDES, it would be enthroned in the
conscience of the country ; it would be a conservator of morals as
well as of peace and order ; it would compel the homage of eamity
itself, if it could not disarm it of hostility ; its influence would be a
vital stream of moral healthfulness and social good-will circulating
throughout the hamlets and townskips and cotteges of the land; in
its presence party bitterness would stand rebuked, and under its
sway party controversy would lose its acrimony ; while it would be
the focus to which the sentiments of the country would converge,
it would be the point whence would radiate the impulses of social
ameliorations and progress ; and if it could not transform Canada
into an Eden, it would, at least, enable each of her sons to say—

‘¢ Sweet clime of my kindred, blest land of my birth?
The fairest, the dearest, the brightest on earth!
Where’er I may roam—howe’er blest I may be,
My spirit iastinctively turns unto thee!*’

I think that Canade has much to learn on this subject, and it is
one in which is vitally bound up our future well-being as a people.
Ethical and several political writers in the neighbouring States
have set it forth upon the elevated platform of Christian virtue and
the true principles of public morality and patriotism, and some of
their Chief Magistrates have avowed themselves the impartial ad-
ministrators of the laws for the whole people. In Eongland, not-
withstanding a long succession of reforms have been effected by
alternate parties, it is only within a few years tbat her leading
Statesmen have avowed and acted upon the principle of advising
the exercise of the power of the Crown with a view to the greatest
good of both Church and State, and not for the mere benefit of in-
dividual partizans ; and among the early results of thus basing the
administration upon the principles of justice and patriotism, are a
great reduction of the current expenses of government, and the
moral strength and sublime stability of that government amidet the
convalsions and wrecks of neighbouring kingdoms. I rejoice to
observe that the word justice has superseded the word party in the
vocabulary of some of our most distinguished Canadian Statesmen.
I trust that recent occurrences and pending theories, will lead all
thinking and virtuous men to examine into the sure foundations of
society and public economy, and the true ends of civil government
in its executive, as well as legislative and judicial administration ;
and I am satisfied the conclusion will be that which is clearly stated
by the Author of Moral Science, already quoted, in the following
words:—

“Not only is an executive officer bound to exert no other power
than that committed to him ; he is also bound to exert that power
for no other purposes than those for which it was committed. A
power may be conferred for the public good ; but this by no means
authorizes a man to use it for the gratification of individual love or
hatred ; much less for the sake of building up one political party,
or of crushing another. Political corruption is in no respect the
less wicked because it is 30 common. Dishonesty is no better po-~
liey in the affairs of state, than in any other affairs : though men
may persuade themselves and others to the contrary,” *

* Wayland’s Elcments of Moral Science, page 362.
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1 will only add on this point, that the importance of these views
may be inferred from what we are accustomed to see “transpiring
around us. It has ever been the tactics of the avowed adversaries
of any admibistration, to fix upon it the charge of partiality and
injustice. Why has this course been pursued, except from the fact
that the morel sense or conscience of society at large instinctively
condemns pertiality and injustice in what involves the common wel-
fare—a strong proof that the conscience of a Christian people is
the true basis of government, and the development of that conecience
its obvious duty and best policy.

III. From legislation and government—the two-fold instrument
employed by Society for the promation of its interests—let us advert
to the component parts of that Society, in order to consider their
bearing upon its advancement ; and in the Appropriate relation and
Sympathetic action of those parts, we will find a third element of
social progress. 'The variety that appears in the aspects of nature
and in the productions of the mineral, vegetable and animal king-
doms, has its counterpart in the diversities of human genius, con-
dition, and employment. The adaptation of different objects in
nature for different purposes, is not more obvious than that of dif-
Serent men for different pursuite. In this boundless variety there
is endless beauty ; and that beauty largely consists in the adjust-
ment of the several parts to produce unity of effect,—of which we
have a remarkable example in the formation and disposition of the
various parts of the human body. The same wisdom and benefi-
cence are seen in adapting the various talents, professions and em-

~ployments of human life to the one great end of individual and public
beppiness. They are not rivals, but fellow-helpers ; not aliens,
but members of the same household, and parts of the same body.
The uctive sympathy of these relations is the arterial life of a
country’s social advancement ; and it is when its pulse throbs in
all its members, that society will exhibit the signs of moral strength,
energy and expansion. Society assumes and demands the merging
of the individial man in the social man ; and the very law of its
existence is, that the interests of the whole society are binding upon
each member of it. He who is unfaithful to this law, is unfaithful
to society. ‘The very law which imposes so weighty obligations
on government as the central agent of society, imposes correspond-
ing obligations on each of its members in his more limited sphere,
and according to his personal ability. As the happiness of society
is but the aggregate of the happiness of the individuals who com-
pose it; 80, its social advancement is the aggregate result of the
elevation and exertions of its individual members.

Any srrangement, or policy, or feeling, therefore, which isolates
and alienates the members of society from each other, and prevents
their mutual sympathy and co-operation for the common interests,
is intmical to the advincement and welfare of society. It is 0 in
the domestic circle ; it is 80 in the larger family circle of a neigh-

bourhood or & coantry, especially of ‘a comparstively new and feeble’

. Such a eountry has no superfluous etrength to waste in
the suicidal work of social warfare, nor car it afford to have any
part of fte resources perverted and prostituted in the mutual hostili-
ties and havee of its children. All arbitrary class distinctions,
professional emclusiveness, and hostile factions, are, then, g0 many
impediments to the social advancement of the country ; and as they
prevail to a lews or greater extent, will the energies of society for
the common welfare be crippled and paralyzed. It was thus that
Greece was rendered powerless, both for improvement and defence,
end lost ita liberty by an ignominious aunexation to the kingdom of
Philip sod Alexander ; and it is thus that France is paralytic under
a new democratic republic of boasted ¢ liberty, equality and frater-
nity.” May Canada be mercifully preserved from like calamities!

And here I think is our danger as well as our duty. We are
threatened by no foreign foe. We are living in peace and amity
with our American neighbours. The obstacles to the advancement
of society among us are of our own creating. Our divisions are
local ; our weskness is internal ; and if the existing institations of
our land perish, they will fall by the hands of its own sons. The
strength of all free institutions is in the principles and affections of
their subjects, and not in the laws of the Statute Book ; and the
progress and happiness of society are involved in the dispositions
and conduct of its individual members. Milton has truly said—

* The mind in its own place, and in itself
Can make & heaven of hell, or hell of heaven.”
It is so with the mind of & community ae well as of an individual.

—

If the spirit of sect be stronger than the spirit of Christianity ; if
the love of party overmatch the love of humanity; if the spirit of fac-
tion trample down the love of country,and individua! selfishness absorb
the spirit of patriotism, then the twilight of the past is but the pre-
cursor of a future night, and not the harbinger of a glorious day.
But if the ministers and members of the different religious per-
suasions would seriously consider the vital doctrines and obligations
and interests wherein they agree, in comparison of the pointe,
(magnify them as they may) wherein they differ, 'if the moet
ardent men of party, and even the abettors of faction, wonld reflect
upon the vastly broader grounds and stronger reasons they have to
honor, co-operate with and seek to benefit differing individuals, and
sections of their fellow-subjects ; than to employ all their energies
and means to vilify and depress them; and if the gentlemen of
leisure and of the several ' professions, instead of wrapping them-
selves up in selfish exclusivenes, would ponder upon the many
ligatures by which they are linked to society at large, and especi-
ally to the more numerous labouring classes ; if tie men of various
business and trades would think of both the treasures and the
pleasures of mind, and the best means of increasing and multiply-
ing them : if the various members and portions of society wovld
act upon the convictions induced by such a survey of their highest
obligations and best interests, how mighty would be the impulses
to its advancement, and how soon would its resources of strength,
elevation and enjoyment be multiplied ten-fold! We would then
behold on a large scale, what affords us so much pleasure to see on
a small scale in Mechanics Institutes,—men of different persuasions,
professions, parties, trades and employments, associated together in
the spirit of intelligence, goodwill and philanthropy, for the diffusion
of useful knowledge, and the advancement of the common interests.
Was this spirit of fraternity expanded, and this circle of patrictic
activity enlarged to the widest dimensions of society, and to the
comprehension of sll its essential interests—there would be a
strengthening rather thao a compromise of virtuous and noble prin-
ciples—there would be a Jarge extension of generous sentiments and
feelings ;—there might still be differences of opinion, as there
doubtlese are in the Committees of your own Institute ; but those
differences would be without personal hostility or party enmity ;
there would still be earnest and varied discussion, but it would be
the manly discussion of gentlemen equally interested in a common
object, and not the personal detraction and scurrilous abuse that we
frequently witness hissing through the columns of a perverted prese,
‘Would the members of the several persuasions, professione, parties
and employments thus bring their offerings of ingeniousness, -
tolerance and philanthropy, and lay them on the common altar ot
our country, their hallowed odour would perfume its whole social
atmosphere,  and awaken the spirit of growing intelligence and
patriotism throughout its habitatione. I submit whetherCanada has
not a claim to this devotion from each of lier sons; and shame be
upon the son who refuses to acknowledge that claith—swhose world
is himself-~who prefers sect to Christianity, and party to country—
who would spread over his native, or adopted land a chein-work of
functionaries, rather than énrich it with the treasurés of knowledge,
and animate, cement, and enncble it with the principles of justice
and generosity, the spirit of charity and progress.

1V. The mutual relations and obligations of Lhe various classes
and members of the social compact, naturally conduct our thoughts
to the existing appropriate facilities for the diffusion of useful
knowledge and the inspiration of elevated sentiments and feelings
throughout the land. My next topic of remark, therefore, relates to
Books and Periodical Literature as a fourtk element in the rocial ad-
vance mend of Canada. Books of Canadian authorship we have next to
none ; nor have we any native counterpart of the eloquent Quarterlies
and elegant Monthlies which issue from the British and American
press—forming & varied and comprehensive Jitorature, in which the
ripest scholars and mightiest intellects of Europe and America
have deposited many of their noblest productions. Our American
neighbours eagerly hail every emanation of British genius and
scholarship : and, through the medium of their ever active prese,
they soon adopt it as their own. Through the same medium we
can obtain the best English works and English Reviewe at more
than fifty per cent. below the English prices, and generally at the
retail prices of the American Auantic Cities. The latest and
choicest productions of British- historians, statesmen, philoso-
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Canadian villajges at less than one-third | eat which the Eng-
lish nobleman or'mechanic can'slake his thirst at the same fountains.
By means of Library associations,—such as may ‘eusily be formed
in every city and town, and such as I trust soon to see form part of
the' Public School System in every Township—I say. by means of
Library associations, not only the best works of living authors can
be rendered accessible to our whole Canadian community ; but we
cap—
“ Ture back the tide of ages to its head, -

And hoard the wisdom of tlie honour’d dead.”

We can, through the medium of the best translations, hold converse

with Herodotus and Livy, with Demosthenes and Cicero, with

Homer and Virgil, the same as with Paul and Moses, and David

and Isaiah. , L

‘But, unhappily, the poison is everywhere mingled with the health-

. ful food ; bad books are as numerous as good ones, and are.perhaps
" more widely read. Their moral leprosy spots the,virgin -heart of

many an unsuspecting reader, and taints virtue and principle in their

sources. It is.che duty of all virtuous. and intelligent persons to aid

in resisting and, if possible, suppressing. this growing evil, Good

‘books ore as important as good companions ; .and bad baoks. are.a |
foridable species of evil. commupications which gorrupt good |

wanners.” More importance should be attached to. the, quality. of
books than_to their number and variety. ;. sentiment long eince
expressed, by SENECA,. when he said—% Von refert quam multos
libros, sed guam._bonos habeas.” .. Thoughtful conversation: with a
few s.lcct-friends will yield. more profit -than thoughtless conversa-
tion with a large and promiscuous company. It.js the thinking,
and not the most extensive, reader that acquires most knowledge.
Locge has truly and guaintly said—¢ Reading furnishes. the mind
with materials of knowledge ; it is thinking that makes what we
Tead our's. We are of a ruminating kind, and it is not enough to
cram ourselves with a -great load of collections ; unless we chew
them over again, they will not give us strength and nourishment.”
As much eating and little exercise, is injurious to bodily health; so
much reading and Yittle thinking enfeebles, rather than strengthens
the mind. That scute metaphysician, DueaLp STEWART, ex-
presses himself strongly on this point. ¢ Nothing (he says) in
truth, has such a tendency to weaken, not anly the powers of in-
vention, but the intellectual powers in general, as a habit of exten-
sive and various reading without reflection. - The activity and force
of mind-are gradually impared, in cansequence of disuse:; and pot
unfrequently all-our principles and epinions come to be lost in. the
4s:finite- multiplicity end discordancy.of our acquired ideas.” ;
_But if the “extensive and various reading without reflection,” of
sven-instructive and truthful books, impair the_mental powers ;
‘what must be the efficts of the “extensive znd;various reading,”
8s 3 amusement, of light literature .and .work&,ofj fiction %..
reading must not only enfeeble:the mind, but-pervert she:saste; and

gorrupt the. imagingtion. ' Such.works are.as uniiue.to nature.as |
shey.are.false to morals,.. Their characters argmot desg;onstrous |

in: Soclety, than hippogriff, centaurs, and.mermaids.in nptural his-
tory ;" and they de.equak.violenceto the mjnd; the passions,and the
heart.  Without  adverting to_that class of novels which outrage
“$&censy by ‘the impure  profligacy of Yol thelr Expressions and il-
Tistrations, how pernicious dré the effects of Teading even theBetter
class of tham'? ‘They may cause tedts to flow ‘at the’ aftispig'ﬁ’l’pxc-
tyre of hifman distress ; but do those ‘téars ever open the hand”for
‘thé Felief Of real distress? Sighs may be drawn forth over u He-
titious vbject of misfortune and_ wretclieddess, biit will such sighs
@ver move the feet éven to the next street or'lane’to ‘visit 'and ¢om-
fort & rcal objest of equal misfortune and wretchedness ¥ "The hieart
may be wale to gluw at the fanciful portraiture of filial dévoti()n'apd
conjigal affection, but does that glow make the daughter mafe af-
fectionate and ‘submissive to the maternal cares ahd wishes, atid the

“wife more devoted to the happiness and intefests of her husband

anl bHowme? Is the novel reading Son the mioré virtious, ‘more -

“hanly, more industrions? Is it not notorious thit the inost extea-
<ive roaders of the works of fiction are the least disposed ‘to. the
“poal duties of iife, and least contented under its cares and vicissi-
“Lidos T The maudlih sentiment jinbibed “from the™ndveist s as

Such |

[

robbed

‘alieni “to" true love, true benevolénce wid compasyion, as ie the .

shectral ngitation of the intoxicated brain to the hiealthful activity

of sober reason. The heart enchanted by fairy etherialities is

—

B IR :.','1‘&..—\];;.1..:., il ; B oyt t'THI-;—
 -jts native simplicity.and. tenderuess.; and the mind fed
by fantasies Joses its ¢vigor. for. the.stern-duties of life, and'is:
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_ borne away by every illusion, like a bulrush upon the. tide.’

-..May not the wide circulation and.perusal of works of fiction. by
our junior population, explain the philosophy of tha remark sooften
made, that the growing up sons and.daughters, -with all their su.
perior advantages of schools and books, are seldom.equal to their
fathers and mothers in mental and moral stamina, in seltidenying
energy and enterprising activity ? Apart from its religious sspect;
the question deserves the most serious consideration. of parents and
young people. _For the mind to becoms great, its activity must be
great, and it must not be the companion of foolish characters or
foolish books ; but-it must dwell in familiar contact with great-sube
jects and great characters ; and these are 1o be found in works of
moralists, ‘philosophers and historians, and not in the legends ahd
fictions of the whole race of the Burwers and Dumases, the . Drcx,
ENsEs and CooPERS of our age, .And in order to form the;loftiest
conceptions and the most influential - views of truth, of -mor(q‘l}s,,;g(
personal excellence, let,us.go to the Records of Inspiratfon—rto the
lives of prophets;apostles :and saints ; abave .ally let. us bow, downip
the humble and daily-contemplation of that Divine Gharacter, which—
to-use the ‘words of: RoBRRT - HaLp,—* horrows splendour. from, al}
that:is fair, subordinates to.itself all that-is.great, and sits entbroned
o the riches of the universe:” - . ' '

o Voo T Toend w1187
- But it .js the Periobicar Press, which; perhaps mgt.e;}.h,aqt,ggy
other agency,. is contributing to- form the populur sentiments and
taste of our country, and to influénce its social advancement ,ana
our newspaper sheet is almost our sole representative of the stately
Reviews and literary. Magasines, the:weekly end daily -papers ‘of
Great Britain-and the United-States. We - o ~
"$Turi to'the press—its iceming sheets survey;
Big with the wonders of each passing day ; i
" Births, deaths, and weddings, forgeries, fires, and wrecks,
Harangues, and hailstones, brawls and broken necks.” . .0 -
¢ It tells us of the price of stock—-how much produceis worth; - ...
And when, and where, and how, and why strange things occur on.earth,
Has war’s loud clarion’ called to ,arms ? has lightning sjruck a.tree
Has Jenkins broke hisleg 7 or has there been a storm. at sea 7. ..
Has the sea-serpent shown his head ? or a comet’s:tai] been sden?
Or has some heiress with her groom rup off to Gretna Gréen? ol
All this, and many wonders more, you from this sheet may glesn.”
T doubt not, however, you will all agree with me,. that g.hg;@mz
adian press. does not altogether limit itself to the functions.here in-
dicated ; but that it has_sustained a  position surpassed .by the
newspaper press of scarcely-any other country,-in the discussion of
some gquestions of. ci¥il government. and public policy. -But:as the
newspaper copstitutes. nearly. the. whole of the ¢ Fourth Estate” in
our periodical literature, how iouch is Athe.cgugymhgepepﬂimmwg
it for. information- and.enlarged views'op.all,questions:of spiance,

literature, aug-soialpolity,; a8 wellias .commompolities ;. Fhe 49

telleetual . and -moral :constitution..of socjety must..be,essentially
effected by-the. character-of the food periodically administereg to it}
and, it will, imprave or. decline just ag_ghat. faod censists .of . soungd:
and; varied: knowledge, instinct withthespirit of candour,-generosity,
and patriotism.;or-as it.consists: of harsh.and coarsg vitupesation,
edministered-in the spirit of- selfishness. and. gnimosity.. .. The . free

H el et o
discussion -of -all questions of public ingerest, dictated by a ,,spj)’_ f
intelligence . and earnest investigation,.and. conducted in -a-tone; of
elevated moaral philosophy; is a,vivifying stream circulating farand
wide over the speial soil, and ieverywhere ‘producing fertility. .and
cheerfulness ; but-I know of, nothing. more -vitiating to the public
mind, minifying ita views, enfeebling its energies; and.embittering

Lits kindliest feelings, than.a publication, whose periodigal.issnes

are so many successive indictments of fraud, robbery, and conspi-
racy against-.all who may entertain other opinions and other pre-
ferences than those of some of: their_fellow-countrymen.  The:ani-
mus of such a publication, jn whatever interest it'may be enlisted,
is Russian despotism ; and the virus of its spirit, as far as it pen-
etrates,- corrodes all the elements which combine in ‘th advance-
ment of society. - The mission of the Canadiyn press is.important
beyoud. estimate 3 its field of labour i3 wigde heyond comparison ;i
is the palladium of that freedam. of -thgaght which is essential to
the happiness -and Wignity of man, apd the channel of that un-
Timited inquiry by which the.human: faculties are advanced.; it js
the great school-master of society, with an ubiquity spreading ovar
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'ﬁie whole laiid, and imparting leseons of instruction alike in the
cottage of the backwoodsman and the dwelling of the citizen, from
the statesman down to the day labourer. If it be true to itsell, its
character, and its vocation, it will secure an appropriate reward,
{n the increase of its power, and in the advancement of socicty
through its instrumentality. Its point of temptation and danger is,
mistaking men for traths, and substituting personality for argument,
—a course which violates the first principles of morals, which
invades the sacred rights of others, which tends to loosen the
‘social ties, and rive society to its foundations. On this important
point permit me to adduce again the suthoritstive language of the
work on Moral and Political Science, which is adopted as a Text
Book in imost of the Culleges and Academies of the United States.
wIf (esys Dr. WarLanp) it be wrong to injure my neighbour’s
reputation within the limited circle of my acquaintance, how much
siore Wrong must it be to injure it throughout a nation ? 1f it be,
By universal acknowledgment, mean, to underrate the talents or
‘vilify the character of a personal rival, how much more so that of

a political opponent? If it wonld be degrading in me todo it |

i‘uiéelf, by how much is it less degrading to cause it to be done by
others, or to honour or dishonour with my confidence, and reward
with political distinction, those who doit? Because a man is.a
vpb!il'ic'a'l opponent, does ke cease to be a creature of God; and do
e céase to be under obligations to obey the law of God in respect
fo him ? or rather, I might ask, do men think that political collisions
banish the Deity from the throne of the universe ? Nor do these
'_'fg:n,uis apply to political dissensions alone. The conductor of a
‘public press possesses no greater privileges than any other man;
por has he any more right than any other man, to use, or suffer to
be used, his press, for the sake of gratifying personal pique, or
avenging individual wrong, or holding up individuals, without trial,
to public scorn.  Crime againstsociety is to be punished by society,
_gnd by society alone ; and he who conducts the public press has
Do more right, because he has the physical power, to inflict pain,
“than any other individual. If one man may do it because he has a
press, another man may do it because he has muscular strength ;
and thus the government of society is brought to an end.”
:”May the Canadian press be preserved from such a course of pro-
ceeding ; and may Canada be saved from such a destiny !
o ** Just men aro only free, the rest are slaves.”
! V. Hitherto my remarks bave chiefly referred to the grown-up
population of the country. T must now advert to that most vital
J’ﬁﬂﬁ; in the advancement of society which is involved in the Pro-
7 Education of the rising generation. As I have dwelt on this
subject at large on other occasions, I will confine myself at present
to a few remarks ; but its vast importance fabids me pussing over
it ju entire silence. It is said, that when AnTiPATER demanded fifty
children as hostages from the Spartane, they offered him, instead of
the filty chﬂ_dren_, a bundred men of distinction: the Spartans rightly
_and nobly judging,. that fifty children educated for their country
.were of more value than a hundred middle aged men even of rank
apd consideration. The act of the Spartans unfolds a sublime philo-
,sophy, snd rebukes all indiffcrence to the childhood of our land.
%Igit,bat.‘c,hildhpod our posterity stands before us—our suceessors and
heirs, as well aa the fathers and formers of another generation.
The, present is the Spring season of their existence, and if its ver-
nal months are without vegetation, what will be the barrenness snd
gloom of its future Bummer and Autumn ? Or,—to use a more ap-
peopriate Scriptaral illustration,—if we suffer “thistles to grow
Jinstead of wheat, and cookles instead of barley,” what will be onr
-barvest? This is a matter of infinitely greater moment than any
.of the struggles of taction, and invulves interests far more important
than even commerce and manufactures, than canals and railroads.
The education of our youth requires that there should be Colleges
and Sciiools adapted to their varions circumstances and purshits.
_ It has been well remarked by the Presipint oF Harvaro CoLLEgE,
-in_his recent Inaugural Address, that “in the very order of things
there must be a variety of cmployments, a gradation in thoir rvl:lt?vé
importance ani wiikity, suit<d to the immutable Jaws of phy+ical and
sccial existence, as thore is also a gradation in the ca;;lxcity and
original powers of the hiuman mind, Hence tha necessity, in every
well-balanced state of society, of providing the means of education
adapted to thfs order of things; the necessity of colleges and
echools ?f various ranks, differing in their organization and imme-
diate objects, but co-opcrating to aid and sustein each other, and

“aptitude and

to confer the greatest amount of benefit upon society at large, If
you break any link in the chain, every part will be weakened. Take
away the Colleges, and the Intermediate and Common Schools will
b without Teachers and higher examples ; remove the schools,
and the colleges will fall ; and thus it is that the vitality of popular
educotion consists in the intimate relutions and close union of all
its parts, The interests of the whole people are deeply concerned
in having these relations and this urion steadily maiotained and
strengthened. *”

At the present time, which is pre-eminently with us an ocean of
change, the waves of which are obliterating so many ancient land-
marke, I regret to observe a tendency, in some instances, to under-.
value the importance of classical studies, and to lower the standard
of classical education. I hope whatever modifications may take
place in any of our Colleges, the standard of classical attainments
will be raised higher instead of being lowered, and that classical
scholarship in Canada will ever advantageously compare with that
in any other part of America, and never be inferior to that of Great
Britain and France. Whatever superficial pertness or utilitarian
materialism may say ou the subject, the ablest statesmen of both
Europe and America have had their mental faculties early disci-
plined, and their taste refined and thei- views enlarged, by the severe
logic required in mastering the structure and philosophy of the lan-
guages of Greece und Rome, in comprehending their authats, ‘and
in contemplating the characters and achievements which they pour-
tray in language which has, perhaps, never been equailed by any
other people or in any other tongue. It may seem presumptuous
for one, whose life hus been almost incessantly practical rather than
literary, to express himself thus on this subject ; but T may be per-
mitted to observe, that for whatever of the little power of thought
or of language [ may possess, I am in no small degree indebted for
it to the menta! discipline and logic which an intellectual and phi-
losophical method of studying the elements of classical learning, is
calculated to develope and impart ; and it has been my necessiticsand
duties, {to which intellectual taste and natural inclination must be
subordinate,) that I have not been able to explore more extensively
and deeply the enchanting fizlds of Greek and Roman Literature +

_But it would be ignoble in any man of the grown-up generrtion not

to wish his children and posterity to surpass himself. The duties
of my present position, and the wants of the country, have im-
posed upon me the task of advocating English, rather than Classi-
cal education ; and the tendency of former times in this country

* [naugural Address of Jared Sparks, L.L.D., President- of Harvard
College, delivered June 20th, 1849.

+ The aathor made the following remarks on this subject in his [naugural
AdJiress delivered June 22, 1842, at the opening of the Collegiate Depart-
ment of Victoria College :— .

« The study of the Classics will greatly contribute to a hornugh and
critical knowledye of the Etym ligy of our own language. Nearly thift
thowsnnd, of ths forty thousaud words in the English, are saidvo Be of Gr
and Latin origin. A sound el t-scholar will, thierefore, uriderstand; the
meaning of those words which are derived from the Greek and Latin with-
out having recourse to an English Lexicon, and vall often perceivean
force in the application of them which is lost when reflectéd
from the imperfect mirror of an English Dictionary. There is beauty in the
reflacted rays of the sun at twilight; but they furnish no adequate goncgg-
tion of the glory of his meridian beams. The same remark is true in read-
ing the ariginal, or best translations of the Classics. To see a portrait and
to see the original —to read a reported Discourse or speech, and to hear the
living speaker—to read what a_writer i3 said to have written, and to read
the writer himself—are very different things, and produce very different
impressions and feelings. The same remark is equally true in respect to
reading the Secriptures in the original, and ia our excellent transiation.
We will not make a botter translation : but we will see and feel what
cannot be imparted by any translaticn—the scenes, the emotions, the cha-
racters. the latent passions and modes of thinking and reasening, which ro
translation can convey. The stady of the Classics aids greatly in acquir-
ing that copia rerbornm—that tich varicty of language— wlich is so ‘ime
portant, and gives one man 80 great an advantage over another, 1n conver-
sation. in writing, nnd in pnblic speaking.  Nature, indeed, 1 languave a8
in other things; makes large as well as arbierary distinetions: bot art and
industrv add to the bounties of nature, and marvellously supply its - ficien-
cjes. Trauslating elegant writers om one langunge into anothet iz also a
continuad exerci e ia the best kinda of composition.  Onr hest Englich
Poets, Orators, and Writers, eannot Le fallv appreciated without snme ac-
quaintance with Grecian and Romaa Literatare. The whole force and
elegance of their finest turns of thought are derived from their classical
allusions.  Apart from the discipline of+ ind, the phrasealosy of the iearn-
ed professions, and of professional interconrse, and the vast accessions of
beautiful imagery, I will merely add, that familiarity with the Classics has
the same ‘effect upou the taste and feelm%s that intimiacy with polished do-
ciety has upon the nanners.”’—pp. 14, 13.




184

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION

.December, 18489.

f e

was to provide for the latter to the neglect of the former; but on
an indication of an opposite tendency, at least, so far as it relates
to Classical antiquity, I may be permitted, if nothing more, to ad-
duce the words of a most learned and devoted advocaute of popular
education, who held a somewhat similar situation in France to that
which I occupy in Canada. I refer to the enlightened Cousiv,
who, in his famous Rupsrt on Public Instruction in Prussia. ad-
dresses the 'rench Minister to wh~n his report was presented, in
the following language :—

“ You, Sir, are sufficiertly acquainted with my zeal for classical
and scientific studies ; not only do I think we must keep up the
plan of study prescribed in our Colleges, particvlarly the philolegi-
cal part of that plan, but I think we ought to raisc and extend it ;
and thus while we 1waintain our incontestable superiority in the
physical and mathematical sciences, endeavour to rival Germany in
the solidity of our classical Jearning. Indecd classical studies are,
without any comparison, the miost important of all; for their ten-
dency and their cbject is the knowledge of human nature, which
they consider under all its grandest aspects ; here, in the language
and literature of nations which have left indelible traces of their
passage on earth ; there, in the fruitful vicissitudes of history,
constantly remodelling and constantly improving society ; lastly, in
philosophy, which reveals the simplest elements, and the uniform
structure of that wonderful being, whom history, language, and li-
terature euccessively invest with forms the most varied, yet all
connected with some part, more or less important, of his internal
constitution, Classical studies keep alive the sacred tradition of
the moral and intellectual life of the human race. To curtail or
enfeeble such studies, would, in my eyes, be an act of barbarism, a
crime against all true and high civilization, and in some sort an act
of high treason against humanity.”

What ig here commended as to a provision ‘for teaching the
smaller number who are able to pursue an University education,
the languages and history and literature of Greece and Rome, can-
not be too strongly insisted upon in respect to the provisious for
teaching the much larger number of our youth the language and
science and arts and history and literature of Great Britain and
America. Our youth are to be prepsred to fulfill aright the rela-
tions and duties in society assigned them in the order of Providence.
The advancement of society does not merely require the high cul-
ture of a few, but the appropriate culture of all. But us I have
already delivered and published three Lectores on the practical and
proper education of the people at large, I will only add on this
point, in the graphic language of the Honorable HoracE Maxx,
¢¢That the scientific or literary well-being of a community is to
be estimated not so much by its possessing a few men of great
knowledge, as by its having many men of competent knowledge ;
and especially is this so, if the many have been stinted in order to
aggrandize the few. How does the farmer estimate the value of
his timber-lands *—surely not by here and there & stately tree,
though its columnar shaft should shoot up to the clouds, while all
around there is nothing but dwarfish and scraggy shrubs. One or
a few noble trees are not enough, though they rise as high aud
spread as wide as the sycamore of the Mississippi ; but he wants
the whole area covered, as with a forest of banians. And this
should be the growth of these immortal and longing natures which
God has given to all mankind. Each mind in the community should
be cultivated, so that the intellectual surveyor of a people,—the
mental staticiLn, or he who takes the valuation of a nation’s spiritual
resources—should not merely count a few individuals, scattered here
and there, but should be obliged to multiply the menta) stature of
one by the stature of all, in order to get his product. The mensu-
ration of a people’s knowledge should no longer consist in calculat-
ing the possessions of a few, but in obtaining the sum total, or
solid contents, in the possession of all.  Aand for this end, the di-
mensions of knowledge, so to speak, must be enlarged in each
geometrical direction ; it must not only be extended on the surface,
but deepened, until the whole superficies is cubed.”

VI. One topic more and I have done. Society contains not the
whole of man. Human societies die ; man never dies. Man has
8 higher destiny than that of statcs. And that element of man’s
nature which bespeaks his higher destiny, is not to lie dormant,
neglected, trodden down in this the apprenticeship of his existence.
The =oul has a heart as well as a body ; and it is the pulsations of
that heart which dispense the vital power of existence even to the

social system itself : for without the operations of the moral faculty
in man, there can be no law, no government, no society. The cul-
tivation of that faculty is also favourable to the improvement of the
mental faculties. Never are the operations of the intellectual
powers more healthful and vigorous, than when the conscience and
affections are right ; never is the taste and relish for science (which
necessarily involves acquaisrtance with some part of the works of
God,) more kecn and ardent, than when the moral and religious
emotions are in harmony with the character of the Divine Architect ;
never is there less friction and grcater momentum in the movements
of the whole mental machinery, than whe. the conscience and the
will, the understanding and the affections act in the same direction
and never are the powers of the mind moré strengthened and en-
larged, than when preapted by the impulses of the heart to grasp
moral truth and contemplate spiritual objects.

The training of the wornl part of man cannot, therefore, be ne-
glected - -ithout inflicting the greatest possible injury both upon ths
individual aud upon society. It is cur duty to augment the intel-
lectual power of socicty to the utmost ; but it is equally our duty to
give that power a right direction. We must provide a conductor,
as well as raise the steam, and set the car in motion. An eloquent
lady, in a little volume, entitled Studiesin Religian, has beautifully
remarked, ¢ Our nature is a garment woven without seam through-
out, and which cannot be parted without sacrilege. To be just to
a part, we must be just to the whole.” It is principles that make
men; and it is virtue, and not merely knowledge, that gives
strength to government and law, and security to freedom. The
intellectual culture of the country, in all its degrees, varieties, and
forms, should be conducted in har.iony with this essential law of
man’s moral constituticn, and this cardinal want of his social state.
The Govrrrorof Massachusetts, in inducting (in 1845) the Honor-
able Eowarp EvereTr into office as President of Harvard College,
according to the form prescribed by law, made the following re-
marks :—¢ More than half a century ago, Epmusp Burke, in speak-
ing of the English and French nobility, said the latter had the
advantage of the former, in being surrounded by the powerful
oulgvard of a military educaticn. How powerful that outguard
was to the nobility of France herself, against the attack of an in-
ternal foe, history has shown. It will be your higher purpose, and
the purpose of those who co-operate with you, in this ancient seat
of learning, fo protect the youth committed to yoxr care, by implant-
ing in the citadel of their hearts the more powerful internal guard
of a Christian education.” T

It is my earnest prayer, that such an “internal guard”’ may be
planted in the heart-citadel of every youth of our land. It isthe
union of moral and intellectual qualities which adern and elevate
the individual manii§“and it is their united development which con-
stitutes the life and strength, the happiness and progress of society.
If then we wish to see our country accomplish its high' destinles —
our unbroken forests converted into weaving wheatfields—single
manufactories growing into prosperous towns, and towns swelling
into cities—canals and railroads intersecting the various districts,
and commerce covering the rivers and lakes ; if wé wish to see
our institutions settled and perfected, and cur government fulfilling
its noblest functions—our Schools and Colleges radiating centres
of intellectual light and moral warmth to the youthfol population—
the poor as well as the rich properly educated, and a rich and varied
home literature created—the experience of past ages giving lessons
in all our domestic dwellings, by means of books and libraries ;—in
a word, if we wish to see the people of Canada united,
intelligent, prosperous, and happy—great in all that constitutes the
real grandeur of a people—Ilet us feel that the eventful issues of
that anticipated futurity are in our hands, and that it is for each
individual of our grown-up generation to say, how far these hopes
of patriotism and philantrophy shall be realized or disappointed.
Above all, ot us never forget that there is a moral as well as
physical universe ; and as it is in the harmony of the two that the
perfections of the Divine character and government are fully dis-
played ; so it is in the harmonious development of the moral, with
the intellectual man, that the vperflection of his nature consists,
What God has joined together we must never part asunder in any
of our plans and efforts for the Social Advancement of Canada. Our
motto should be the words of the inspired Isaiah—¢ Wisdom and
knowledge shall be the stability of thy times—ithe possession of con-
tinued salvation ; the fear of Jehovak, this shall be thy treasure.”—=
[Bishep Loweth’s truns'ation.] : -
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S8ECOND VOLUME OF THE JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

The present number completes the Second Volume of this Jowr-
nal ; and although the amount of subscripition received leaves a
considerable balance for mechanical expenses for this, as well as
for the first Volume, to be paid by the Editor, we have satisfaction
_ in believing that our voluntary sacrifice of means and labour has
been a useful contribution to the interests of Education and gene-
ral knowledge in Upper Canada. We_are truly grateful for the
cordial and very general commendation of the public press, without
distinction - of sect or party—a circumstance which shows how
broad and important are the grounds on which persons of all per-
guacions and parties can earnestly unite in Chyistian and patriotic
action for the advancement of general education. We desire also
to express our hearty thanks to miany Clergymen, District Super-
intendents, several Teachers and other individuals who have promo-
ted the circulation of this Journal ; also to the Municipal Councils
of the BATHURST, JouNsTOWN, MipLAND, and PriNnck Epwarp Dis-

tricts, for ordering a copy for each School Section within their -

respective jurisdictions, Especially should we most gratefully
-mention the noble conduct of D, D’Everarvo, Esquire,for ordering
and assuming the responsibility of paying for a copy for each Schoo
_Section in the NIAGARA District, previously to any action of the
Council on the subject. Several other Councils have ordered a
copy for each Township represented by them.

In our Prospectus of the prcsent'vélume, we said that ¢ while
-the subjects which have given character to the first volume of this
Journal will not be lost sight of, another leading object of the
second volume will be Scroor ArcarrecTurRg ;” and intimated that
the illustrative engravings which we proposed to introduce on this
subject, would “exceed in number the months of the year.” The en-
graved illustrations (large and small) of School Architecture which
have appeared in this volume are 42 in number ; in addition to which
" we bave given no less than 24 illustrative engravings under the
head of Pracricar ScieNcE anp ARTs—embracing scientific and
practical explanations of Steam-engines, the Magnetic Telegraph,
Optical instruments, &c. The whole number of these engravings,
therefore, which have appeared in this volume amounts to sizty-siz.
We believe this feature of the present volume of the Journal of
» Education, is a new feature in the periodical literature of Canada.

In the expository parts of the Provincial School Reports for
1847 and 1848, together with various statistics, which have ap-
peared in this volume, a practical exposition has been given of the
principles and workings of our School Law, and the spirit and suc-
cess of its administration. The System of Free Schools has also
beén explained and illustrated ; and we trust the Domestic and
Foreign Educational and Literary Intelligence, the various adticles
respecting the relative duties of Teachers, Trustees, and Parents,
on the subject of education generally, have realized the expecta-
tions and wishes of our readers and fellow labourers.

There are, however, two other objects intimated in our Prospec-

ta of this volumey which, we regret, huve not been accomplished.
We gtated,—-

¢ A third and prominent objeet of the second volume will be, the
exposition of the means 'necessary for carrying into effect provisions
which we believe will shortly be made by the Legislature for the
esiublizhinent of Common Sc#oorn Liraries ; and on the selection
of the bocks by the Beard of Education, short reviews and charac-
teristic notices of them will be given in this Journal, tcgethér with
the best and cheapest modes of procuring them.”

Unfortunately, no such provision was made by the Legislature for
the year just closing ; nor has any provision been yet made to en-
able Municipal Councils to take the neccssary steps to establish
Common School Libraries at any time ; and the Board of Education
has been d:nuded of the power of selecting and recommending books.
We trust, however, these things will soon be rectified and provid-
ed for. Had the prevision anticipated been made, the books for
Libraries would have been selected in the-course of the last Sum-
mer, and the Chief Superimendent would have visited the several Dia-
tricts of Upper Canada during the Autumn, preparatory to. the es-
tablishment of such School Libraries, besides fulfilling what had
been intimated in the Journal of Education. Such were our

arrangements for the season’s labours.
In our Prospectus of the present volume we also stated,—

& Another object of the second volume will be, to explain any
modifications which may be made in the School law in connexion
with the present provisions.”

Perceiving that the provisions of the new Scheol Bill :(which
was prepared before any Report of the operations of the present Act
had been printed) would abolish several of what had proved most
useful provisions of the Act under which the School System had been
successfully admivistered during the last two years—that the Bill
contained provisions which would be injurious to Teachers, burthen-
some to Trustees, detrimental to'the School Fund, most hurtful to
the general interests of Schools, as well as invidious against Min-
isters of religion in Upper Canada and School Visitors generally ;
we deemed it our duty to make no public reference to the Bill, but
to give information in the proper quarters, of the character and ten-
dency of many of its provisions. It will be encouraging to every
friend of popular Education to know, that the constitutional advisers
of the Government, having made themselves acquainted with the
subject, and being earnestly desirous of promoting the universal
diffusion of elementary education; free from any mixture with
questions of party politics, have no wish to inflict upon the Teach-
ers, Trustees,or youth of Canada, any of the evils involved in
geveral provisions of the new Bill, nor to subvert the system, or ‘stay
the progress of the work already commenced, but are anxious to
remedy its defects, to adapt it to the new Township Council Sys-
tem, and to multiply its blessings as widely as possibje.

We trust these explanations will satisfy our readers as to our
short-comings in regard to the two points referred to; and we con-
fidently hope to be able to fulfill in a third volume of this Journal
and to witness in 1850, what we had hoped to have commenced in
the second volume, and to have witnessed in 1849, We believe
these temporarily retarding circumstances will result in the more
thorough! g understood principles and more permanently settled
foundation of our School System, and the wider diffusion of its bene-
fits, than would utherwise have taken place in a series of years.

Since the foregoing article was written, the following Official
Correspondence relative to the new School Act has appeared in
the public papers.
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OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE ON THE NEW SCHOOL

ACT.
Epucatiox Orricr,
Toronto, Tth December, 1849,

Sin,—As it is provided that the new Common School Act for
Upper Canada, which passed the Legislature at its last Session, shall
have force after the first day of January next ensuing, I desire most
respectfully to submit to the consideration of the Governor General
in Council, what appear t0 m2 to be the vital interests of our
Common Schools in respect to that law.

1. I observe, in the first place, that the new Law (see last Sec-
tion,) repeals the ve y Law by which Legislative aid is now granted
to Common Schools in Upper Canada ; that it makes no provision
whatever for enabling Municipal Councils to establish Common
Schoel Libraries ; that it makes no provision whatever for enabling
the contemplsted County Boar's to perform the duties imposed upon
them ; that it provides no security or means by which the diversion,
in any case, of any part of the Legislative School Grant from the
objects contemplated by the Legislature can be prevented ; and that
it provides none of the means essential to acquiring the needful
information in regard to any matters relating to the operations or
sdministration of the law or the expenditore of moneys in particu-
lar cases in any Township in Upper Canada, as it does not autho-
rize even the slightest correspord:ner, on either side, between the
Provincial Superintendent and any Township Superintendent, leav-
ing the Provincial Superintendent no means whatever of acquiring
local information of any kind except by application to the Clerks of
the County Councils, With such omissions in the general provi-
wions and grest essential parts of the School Law (without adverting
to numerous details), it is obvious that its introduction must issue
in & rapid decline, instead of advancement, ia our Common Schools.

2. But there are many provisions of this Act still more injurious
than its omissions. I will mention some of the more general.
(1.) It abolishes all that has been done by the Board of Education,
with a view of introducing a series of suitable Text-books in the
Common Schools of Upper Canada—an event which I can look
upon s little less than a calamity to the Schools and youth of the
-Province, (2.) It must also impair, to a considerable extent, the
usefulness of the Provincial Normal School, as one object of the
training of Teachers in that Institution is not only to qualify them
to teach generally in the best manner, but to teach the National
‘School Books to the best advantage, and to organize Schools ac-
cording to them,—an object which ie, in a great measure useless,

_ when the authority which manages the Provincial Normal School
is denuded of all right to say any thing respecting the School text-
books. Scores of testimonies have been given in Official Reports
and in the Correspondence of the “Journal of Education,” as to
the benefits already resulting to Schools from the laliours of the
Board of Education in regard to Text-booke as well as in respect to
the Normal School. The niost useful recommendations of the
-Beard are not even perpetuated until the action of other Boards,
while its authority, inrespect both to Toxt-books and Books for li-
braries, is abrogated. (3.) The new law alters the constitution
‘and sytem of managing the Normal School,—repenls ‘pruvisions to
which that Iustitution owes its very existence, and, to a great ex-
tem, its harmonious and economical mansgement—and contains
provisions which will add considerably to the expense, and deduct
from the efficiency of the management of that E tablishment—
changes that were introduced not only without consulting the Su-
perintendent of Schools and the members of the Buard of E lucation,
who had established and matured the operations of the Normal School
but against their judgment. (4.) What has been doue during the
last twn years for improving the system of Schools in our Cities
and Incorporated Towns, is also to be abolished, and instead of giv-
ing the Boards of Trustees in those Cities and 'I‘nwxﬁ authority to
impose rate-bills, they are to be set aside, and a refrogyade move-
ment is to be made buck to the old system, which has long since
been abandoned by every City and Town in the neighbouring States
as one of the relicts of stationary ignoranee and the monumental
barricrs against all School improvement in Citios and Towns, —as
experience has shown in the Citics and Towns of Upper Canada for
the last twenty years. (5.) Those who have voluntarily fulfilled
the office of School Visitors during the last two years and upwarls,
are likewise denuded of their character as such, while correspond-
ing clasaes of persons in Lower Canads are retained as School

Visitors, and while the Clergy there are not only continued in the
office of School Visitors, but are invested with the absolnte and
exclusive authority to select all books used in the Schools  relat-
ing to religion and morals”—a power that it was never thought of
conferring upon the Clergy of Upper Canaca. They have not been
invested with authority to interfere in respect to a single regulation
or book used in the Schools. The School visits of the Clergy of
the several religious persuasions (hesides 1,459 visits of Magis-
trates and 959 of District Councillors,) have amounted during the
last year to 2,254-—exceeding an average of five School visits for
each Clergyman in Upper Canada ; nor have I heard of an instance
of any thing unpleasant or hurtful resulting for such visits ; but, on
the contrary, the most abundant proofs have been given of the salu-
tary, social, and educational influence arising from enlisting so vast
a moral power in the cause of popular education. The repeal of
the legal provision by which Clergymen can, in their official charac-
ter and as a matter of right, visit the Schools, is, of course, a Le-
gislative condemnation of their acting in that capacity ; nor can any
lergyman be expected to visit the Schools or regard them with
interest, after having been denuded of the right of duing so except
by sufferance and as a private individual, while the Clergy in Lower
Canada (where a diff:rent form of religion most widely prevails,)
are placed in so very different a legal relation to the Schools. [
felt satisfied at the time, as I have since learned, that the members
of the Government generally, were not aware that the provisioas of
the new Act involved such an insult to the Clergy of Upper Canada,
and the severance from the Schools of a cordial co-operation and in-
fluence most important to their advancement. (6.) The new Act
contains provisions relating to the ground and manner of admitting
into, and excluding books from the Schools, which appear to me
franght with the most injurious and painful consequences, and to
which I do not wish to make further reference in thia place. (7)
While the present law protects the School Fund against the loss or
application of a sixpence for the eutire administration of the School
system, the new Act permits the whole expense of the local super-
intendence of Schools to be deducted from the School Fund, and
authorizes the alienation of one-fourth of the entire School Fund
from ordinary apportionments to the establishment and support of
Pauper Schoole. The discretionary alienation of so large a portion
of the School Fund cannot buat be injurious to ordinary Schools and
their Teachers; and I think the introduction of a class of -pauper
Schools in the country is most earnestly to be deprecated, 1 can
show that [ have not only had regard to feeble and needy School

‘Sections, but that under the provisions of the existing Law, T have

invariably met the cuse of such sections ; so that not one of them,
as far as I have been able to as<certain, has been deprived of the
advantages of the School system on account of it poverty ; nav, that
such Szactions have been aided in a way most effoctually to prompt and
encournge local exertions, to exempt them from th2 bancfut influence
and degradation of constituting a distinct class of pauper 8chools, and
not todeduct a farthing from the ordinary apportionments to Teachers
and Schools. (8.) The new Act requires conditions and: farms . of
proceedinps from School Trustees unnecessarily oncrous and bur-
densome ; and imposes restrictions and obstdcles upon Trustees in
providing for Teachers’ salaries, which cannot fail to cause Tosses
to Teachers and trouble and discouragement to Trustees. This is
one point on which the present Law has been justly complained of ;
but the new Act provides for greatly multiplying those grounds of
complaint, rather than removing them. (9.) The method: (as
provided by the new Act) of getting up local Reports through the
medinm of County Cierks, who have no practical ccnnection with,
or knowledge of the overations of the School Law, has been tried
in the State of New-York, and has beea fuund utterly abortive, as
I can show from statements on the subject by the State Superin-
tendent.

Such is & summary statement of those provisions of the new
Sckool Act which, I feel satisfied, must render its operctions a
vource of incilculable injury to the Schools, and of great disentistac-
tion to the people. [ can addace facts and authorities to illustrate
and estahlizh any or all of thé poiuts above stated, whenever desired.
\What has been referred to 8% the popular aad remedialdfeatures of
the new Act—such as the Cnunt,_v Boards for the examination ot
Teachers, Schools for the children «of Toloured pefble, the apportidn-
ment of certain sums for the establishment of Libraries, extending
the facilities of the Normal School, the establishment of a 8chool
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of Art and Design, giapting the School System to that of Township
Councils—were recBmmended in my communications and Drafts of
Bills dated the 14th October, 1848, and 23rd February, 1849 : but
they are so mutilated and 8o connected with the incompatible and
most strange provisions, as to be neutralized and rendered useless.
The now Act seems to be the creation of inexperienced theorism
and the collection of Sections and parts of Sections from several
Acts and Bills without any clear perception of their relation the oue
to the other, or their working as & whole. Some of the most ob-
jectionable provisions were not in the printed copy of the Bill, but
were introduced when this Act of forty-nine octavo pages was
pressed through the Legislative Assembly ina single hour at the very
heel of the Sessivn, after most of the Members’ copies of the printed
Draft of the Bill had been destroyed by fire, and when perhaps not five
persons could form the least idea of its contents, and when the ouly
Meinberof the Assembly who was & Member of the- Board of Education
and who understood the law practically as well as by careful exam-
fnation, and who bad expressed his preparedness and intention to

offer suggestions and amendments, was known to be absert from

his place in the House.

Tt beitig necessary that Some dedisive action be taken in respect
to the School System as affected by the new Act, I take the liberty
of submitting the following recommendations to the Governor
General in Council :—

1. That the Corporations of Cities and Towns be advised to
take no steps at present, towards cutting up the constituencies which
they represent into little independent petty School Sections, bat
allow the present Board of Trustees to remain for the time being ;
and under the 17th Section ef the new Act, these Boards of
Trustees will be invested with all the powers with which it invests
any newly elected Trustees. Thus will confusion and the breaking
up of all that is doing in Cities and Towns, be prevented until the
Session of the Legislature.

2. That in each of the rural School Sections throaghout Upper
Canada, one Trustee be elected, as seems to be intended by the
93rd Section of the new Act taken into connexion with the 17th
Section [as has beenadvised by the Attorney-General] and as should
have been the case had not the present Law been interfered with.
Thus there will be no break in the existing School Corporations,
and the evils resulting therefrom will be avoided.

8. That as the fourth clause of the Second Section of the new
Act provides that the Schools shall be conducted according to such
forms and regulations as =hall be provided by the Chief Superin-
tendent, the prescnt Forms and Regulations (which are inthe
hands of all the Trustee Corporations throughout Upper Canada,
and are familiar to them) be continued unchanged until the ensuing
Session of the Legislature. Then as the 73rd Section of the new
act continues the present District Superintendents in office, with
their present powers and duties, until the first day of next March,
all the operations of the Common Bchool System can be maintained
inviolate until that time ; no provisions of the new Act will be con-
travened, and the manifold evils of its introduction will be averted.

‘4. That on the meeting of the Legislature, the new Act be with-
drawn, and the present Law continued with such amendments to
remedy its defects and adapt it to the approaching Township Mu-
nicipal System as I proposed in a Draft of a short Bill transmitted
to the Provincial Secretary the 23rd February laat, together with
any further amendments that a careful examination and consultation
with persons of practical experience may suggest.

‘Thus will the people feel themselves relieved of the dreaded task
of beginning again to learn the forms and regulations of a new and
complicated Law ; the friends of Education will feel that there is
some stability in the great principles of the system they have labour-
ed so much and so successfully to establish, and that it will not be
subjected to the caprices of party legislation or the mutations
of party power, while it will, from time to time, undergo those
amendments and improvements which experience and the progress
of society shall demand.

I have the honor tobe,

Sir,
Your most obeient Servant,
The Honorable (Signed,) E. Ryersox,
Jauzs Lesiig,
Secretary of the Province,
Toronto.

| state of the country.
Trustees will be duly impressed.

REPLY TO THE FOREGOING LETTER.

SecrRETARY'S OFFICB,
Toronto, 15th December, 1849,

Sir,—I have th2 honor to inform you that His Excellency the
Gavernor-General has had under His consideration in Council your
letter of the Tth instant, containing several suggestions with respect
to the carrying into effect of the new Schovl Act. His Excellency
feels that your practical knowledge of the working of the School
System, entilles your opinion to much weight; and as the sugzes-
tions offered in your letter appear consistent with the great princi-
plesof th2 S:hyl Act, His Ece:llency haadirected that they should
be considered in Cruncil with a view to Legislation on the subjact
during the naxt Szssion of the Provincial Parliament. In the mean-
time, I am instructed to authorize yon to adopt such measures as
may appear to you expedient, to continue the present Forms and
Regulations and to maintain the present systeg of management of
Common Schools in Cities and Tuwns, so far as jou may be able
to do so in accordance with the Law.

1 have the honer to be,
8ir,
Your mest obedient Servant,
(Signedy)~ J. Lrsutm,
Secretary.
The Reverend R
Eeertox Ryersox, D. D,, -
Superintendent of Schools, W, C.,
Toronto.

CIRCULAR,

Addressed by the Chief Superintendent to the District Superin
tendents and T'rustees of Common Schools in Upper Cunada,
relative to the Local School Reporis for 1849.

GenTLEMEN,—I adopt this public method of replying to the
various inquiries which have been addressed to me respecting the
mode of proceeding at the ensuing Annual School Meetings, to be
held at noon on the second Tuesday in January next. I also desire,
at the same time, to offer such suggestions as may enable you to
pursue the simplest and best course in the performance of your
duties for the time being. .

In reply to the oft-proposed question,—¢ Will one or thres
Trustees have to be elected at the approaching Annual School
Meeting in each of the present School Sections ¥’ I answer,
only ONE, and that in place of the Trustee whose term of office then
expires, and elected in precisely the same manner ae you would have
proceeded in the election of a Trustee under the presen: law. This
answer is given on the advice of the Honorable Attorney Generai for
Upper Canada, who is of opinion that in the present School Sections
(which, with their present Trustesship, are perpetuated by the
17th Section of the New Act,) the proceedings of the ensuing. An-
nual Meetings should be conductel as provided for in the 28rd
Section of the New Act,—which requires, that “the laudhulders
and householders present shall, by a majority, eleat one fit and
proper person who shall succeed the Trustee whose term of office
shall have expired, and the person then elected shall continue
in office three years, and until his successor shall have been elected;
Provided always, that the person whose term of office shall have
expired, may be re-elected, if he be willing.”

2. Blank Trustees’ Reports having, about two months since, been
forwarded to the several District Superintendents for distribution to
the various Corporations of Trustees within their respective juris-
dictions, I would recommend the Trustees, in all cases, to have
these blank reports filled and read at their Annual School Meetings,
and then transmitted immediately to their District Superintendent.
Thus will their constituents be informed of what has been done by
their Trustees-Representatives during the year, and the years
work will have been doue at the year’s end. Every possible care
should be taken to fill up every column of the Report correctly. The
law imposes a forfeiture and fine upon Trustees or Teachers who
shall have been proved to have exaggerated any of their returns in
order to obtain an undue share of the School Fund. Punctuality,
correctness, and completeness in Trustees’ Reports are at the foun-
dation of accurate and full information in regard to the eduoational
With this fact I hope every Corporation of
Let nothing prevent them from
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transmitting their present year’s Report to their District Superin-
tendent within a week, if not within a day, after their Annual
School Meeting.

3. In regard to the Forms and Regulations, I observe that the
present forms and regulations will remain unaltered until the ensu-
ing Session of the Legislature. In all things that Trustees may
be required to do for some months, the present forms and regula-
tions will answer under the new Act.

4. The District Superintendents having been furnished with Blank
Reports, I earnestly request that they will fill them up, (adding up
all the columns) and transmit them to this Office as early in Feb-
ruary as practicable, as I wish to prepare and submit my own Annual
Report before the close of the next Legislative Session. I beg that
District Superintendents will accompany their Statistical Reports
with such remarks on the progress, condition, and prospects of the
Schools under their ojmrge, as their own information and experience
will enable therh to make—and especially as their term of office
under the present law will expire on the first of next March. I
shall be grateful, both on personal and pubiic grounds, if the Dis-
trict Superintendents, aided by the Trustees, will enable me to make
the School Report of Upper Canada for the current year as com-
plete and comprehensive as possible.

- . E. RyEnsor.
EpucaTioN OFriIcR,
Toronto, December 18th, 1849.

P. S. Editors of Newspapers in the several Districts of Upper
Canada are respectfully requested to insert the foregoing Circular
for the information of all parties concerned.

E.R.

CIRCUL AR,

T'o the Chairmen of the Boardsof T'rustees for Cities and Incor-
porated Townrs in Upper Canndu,

EpucaTion OFFicE,
Toronto, December 19th, 1849,

SIR,—Uniting in yourself the double office of the Head of the
Corporation and Chairman of the Board of Trustees for the
of » I herewith transmit to you Blank Reports
for the Schools under your jurisdiction, and desire to direct your
attention to what appears to me the mode of proceeding best calcu-
ated to promote their interests for the next few months.

I trust you will see that all the columns in these Blank Reports
are correctly filled up, and that the Report of your Board, thus full
and complete in its statistical details, be transmitted to thig Office as
early as practicable after the beginning of the year—not later than
the first of February—accompanied by such observations on the
state and progress of your Schools as you may think proper.

In respect to the position in which your Schools may be placed
by the new School Act, it is to be much regretted, ihat while that
Act repeals the present School Law relative to Cities and Incor-
porated Towns, it provides no substitute, except the old rural sys-
tem, which is only applicable to country neighbourhoods, and which
is entirely incompatible with any progress or system of Schools in
Cities and Towns. For several months past I have directed the
attention of individual members of the Government to this and other
injurious omissions and provisions of the new Act; I have recently
brought the subject officislly under the notice of the Gcvernor
General in Council ; and I am authorizeéd to recommend to the fa-
vorable consideration of the Body over which you have been chosen
to preside, a course of proceeding which will not contravene the new
Bcheol Act, but which will, at the same time, save your Municipal-
itj}hq’{lhe evils of 8 subversion of your present system, until the
Legislature can make such legal provision as the circumsiances of
Cities ‘afid Towns may require. By the Sevenfeenth Section of the
new Schdol Act, the present school divisions and the present Boards
of Trustees are perpetyated, until the former are altered, and suc-
cessors appointed to the latter ; and there is no provision in the
Act which requires any Municipal Council or Corporation to take
steps for doing the one or the other. Should, therefore, your present
Board of Trustees be continued, it will be invested with al| the pow-
ers of any newly elected Trustee Corporation ; and among . those
powers, is that of imposing Rate-bills, if desired. I therefore sub-
mit, whether, for the time being, and until the ensuing Session of

the Legislature, the present system of managing your schools had
not better be continued.
T have the honor to be,
Sir, -
Your Obedient Servant,

(Signed,) E. Ryersoxn.
s ]
PROSPECTUS OF THE THIRD VOLUME OF THE
JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

The original objects ef this Journal not having yet been accom-
plished, we ‘intend to continue it another year, in the same form,
as during the past year.

As our School Law is, at last, to undergo a thorough investi-
gation, and will, doubtless, during the ensuing Session of the Legis-
lature, be finally settled in its great features and general provisions,
the clear and practical exposition of them wil! be of the utmost
importance to all Councillors, School Superintendents, Visitors,
Trustees and Teachers ; and that exposition will be one object of
the third volume of this Journal.

There is also good reason to believe, that the requisite provision
will soon be made for the establishment of Scroor Lisrarigs ; and
it wiil afford us peculiar satisfaction to give every information in
our power on the mode of establishing and managing libraries,
characteristic notices of the Books selected for them, and direc-
tions as to the best and cheapest method of obtaining them.

It wonld not, perhaps, be desirable for us to devote so large a
spoce-in-the third volume as we have in the second, to Scmoox
ARCHIT:CTURE ; We purpose, nevertheless, to add a few more appro-
priate plans of School houses; and we intend to continue our short
expositions and illustratious under the head of Practical Science
and the Arts, until we shall have illustrated the most useful branch-
es of them. We may also give some illustrations (by engravings)
of other subjects.

In the departments of Educational, Literary and Scientific In-
telligence, past diligence will not be relaxed. We have observed
that large portions of our summaries under these heads (the prepa-
ration of which has required no small labour) have been copied into
one or two English, as well as several other journals. In the pre-
paration and selection of articles relative to the duties, relations and

interests of all parties in connexion with the progress of Schools
and the diffusion of general knowledge, we refer to the past as a

sample of the future.

We have as yet been able to make little progress in a review of
European Systems-of Public Instruction. If we can do no more in
the third volume, we intend to give a comprehensive (though brief)
account of the System of Public Instruction in Francg, under the
late and present Government—a system of which little is knowa in
Canada, and which is unsurpassed in magnificence and grandeur.

We entreat the continued co-operation of all friends of general
edacation and knowledge to extend the circulation of this Journal,
Subscription, One dollar a-year, payable, in all cases, in advance.
All communications to be addressed to J. Groree Hopeixs, Esquire,
Education Office, Toronto.

Editors are respectfully requested to notice this Prospectus.

*.* Copies of the First and Sccond Volume of this Journal
can be obtainad on application to Mr. Hopeins, Toronto ; Price,
Five Shillings each.
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