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3 QUESTIONS OF THE DAY,
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OCHARILY AND POVERTY.

“Mack,"” 1n Saturday Night, .n the course
of an article on the ups and downs of life,
cnters Into a dlscusslon of problems that
for years have been worrylug the life out
of men of charlitable proclivitles, m  an
attempt 10 soive¢, and stil they are no
nearer solviug the problemr of poverty, for
it keceps pace with all tac cfforts to sup-
press it, than they werc at the begluning.
Charity to hwinanity brs been the cry all
the tlme. And charity to humanity re-
celves, and still bumaalty cries for food,
clothlng and shelter. What is wauted s
something more thar charity; the bestow-
al of alms Las Lcer. a fallure an? always
will be. Stop thir perniclous practice for
2 month, and it won't be long beforo tte
probliem of peverly is settled, for Justice
will then have to Le granted instead.

ot 3 wwmer X 3V ~ubv §

IRISH LAXND LEGISLATION.

The demand for iaud Iaw reforms com-
ing to the fore In the Irlsh agitation .8 a
sign that the friends of the Irish race are
coming to thelr senscs.

So far attempts Jn that qdircction have
been on bebalf of the tendut farmer, nnd
not the actual worker, wn) scems 1o aave
been overlooked. The great landlord wnas
to be removed and the tenanrs ercated into
smaller landlords over the workens. ‘Tbdat
would help one class at the expend: of ap-
other, brt would be of no use to those
most In need of help. To k2 the nanuval
value of land by taxatioa wettld remove
the territorial landlords without establish-
ipg others in thelr places, and wousl ieave
the workers the results of thelr work. 4ue
people of Ircland should realize *hat a !and-
lord taklng of the products all but ¥ nare
subsistence will e the same whether he
operates over 100 or 100,000 acres, or whe-
ther tho men tkey vote for go to Colicge
Green, Westminster or Hallfax.

A TALSE TOEORY.

A few days 8g0 & number of retall mer
chants met together to discuss measures
for better proicction of their Interests,
which, 1t appcared %o them, required a
dnastic course of action to malotain, ewing
to the growing cxpansion of the depart-
mente] establishments of the clty, which
are rapldly absorblog the busioess and
trade, to tho distdvantage of the smaller
storckeepers.  Quito naturally of these al-
Cected, general condembation of the e
Dartmentsal storcs was lndalged 1o, cutlee-
1y overlooking the mmaln causcs contrlbat-
ing to thelr present condition, So far as
Toronto is consldered, one-balf too many
storns are In oxistence. In no clty of
cqual size -.ud lmpnstance, and ia many
clties conrlderadbly larger, are there any-
whero aecar the number of peopls occupy-
fng stores xnd trylog to do buslocss ns
thore are Jn Toronto. Thesc peoplo cannot
anll make & docent living, even If the de-
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partmental store was abollshed. To cone
aemn and attempt to restrlet the large
stores, 18 Chevaller Thompson wants to do,
peatise mmny  small buxinesses are Lelug
swallowed up by the Inrger onex, would
be just as absurd and ridiculous as any
attempt made to stop the wanuficture of
labor-saving inventions. It Is quite true
what  the many laborsaving  appliances
adopted In latter years (and the department.
al store {8 Included) have displaced Ilabor
and have multiplled the difilenlties of get-
ting ewployment, and 8 a couscquence in.
troduced much happiness and much misery,
Wit neverthelexs no nuin I hix  proper
senses would think of looking hiere for u
solutlon of the labor problem,

A I'ROSPEROUS STATIS.

In several of the remote states fn Ger
many, a custom Jong maintalued by the
Inbabitants, has Leen the cotservation of
the forests, the oll wells, clay plts, coal
flelds and mineral ores, for the henefiy of
the whole people. The revenues derived
from these sources have alwags bheen large,
and more than encugh s recelved to satls:
fy the public requirementx, without lpos-
fog any forw of tax upoa the people of the
community.  There IS 1o poterty or destds
tutlon exlistlog, aud every person has an
wumal - oppertunity  to ctuploy  Winself,
The reason for thls is because the
scurces of nature are not, and cannot be
held idle, to the excluslon of those who
desire to work. How these German states
deal with labor-saving appliauces I do nat
kpnow. But In vlew of their control of the
natural resources, the probabilities are that
the question of restriction never arises. 1t
Is qulte possible. though, that the state,
recoguizing the advantages and dlsadvan-
toges of Iabor-saving Iaventions, and the
great power that onc man can wield tn the
community by contmlling such Inventions,
pays to tle inventor a lump sumn of moncy
%0 forege Lls Interest forever, the state 1.
medlateiy allowing the Invention to be
wade public property.

Year after year. as 1 have watched the
nmcthods and practices of our charltable
lnstitutions aud the benevolence of many
kindly dalsposed persons In onr midst to-
wands the needy and destitute, it has often
crossed iy mind to Inquire why it Is that
the cliaritably Incllued do not LIGI SR
slder the direct cause of the poveriy of the
masses whose conditlons they are trying
ineflectually to amellomte. No soonﬂ: are
the conditions temporarily Improved for
sotie of the unfortunate when almoest tm-
medlately  another batch of unfortunates
wust e treated similarly, and & is con-
tinnously bappening, dAay nfter das antd
year after year, and still there is ne per-
ceptible dimioutisn In the number requir-
log the elms of charity. Is It not time that
those who have the welfare of humanity
at icart should try seme othier experiment ¥
It wust be apparent to almoat oversone
that men wonld not lower themsclves by
seceptlng charlty  If there tvere olhier
meang at band whereds they conld llve.
Then there must be s cause Which keeps
*o many wen idlo and in poverly. What

Is 1t ¥ That I& tho question which ghould
be disengscil. When that is doene and the
aniwer is found the duty twcomes clear—
the cause mosat be removed.
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NO ESCAPE FROM LOGIC.
Dr. McGlynn—=1f land mnf be pri-
vately owned, then God is the father
of & few, and the scep-father of ait the
rest.

OBNOXIOUS TAXATION,

The persistence with which the taxation
of personalty Is belug pushed 1n the Court

of Reviston by a1 mistaken enthusiast of
sequal® taxatlet, Is worthler of a bLetter
cause, It cannut Le galusaid that the ef-
furis of J. B, Joliisun, whe I8 prosecuting
the personalty asxessment, has been alto-
aether uisuccessful, ‘Chie facte show that
a greater amount of personalty has been
hiled upon = == in previous years. This
may satlsfy  these wWho  aln to reach  all
formg of wealth, but on the other hand,
the real cfforts resulting from the pressure
brought to bear In assessing personalty
wmay be of a character which will prove
(njurloux, pat only to *‘persondlty taxerx,
but 1o the oty as well.  Aleeady the Indle
catlons show this to Lo the caze, apd par-
ticularly In thix year's assessment.  When
the case of Beandimope & Co. came up lu
the court, Mr. Beandimnre volunteerced the
statement that mther tuan go to  the
trouble of appeallug and having o expoxe
bis wWhule bLustne=s, he preferred to be as.
seased.  He further remarxed to the court
that “Iif yon go on as you are dolng, Iu
enforelng thix personalty ax, yen  will
drive all the capital ont of Toronte.” Thix
statement needs Utle  enlatement. It
states the vase a8 to how Selld bustnses
men view this question. The centinuation.
of persenalty assessaient wlilt have e des
sired result. ddar cheeklng inadustey, an?d
foreinz canltal te go clsewlere,

Goe reasan why the city of Montreal Is
a more desttalile place for business inen
and mannfacturere, Is, heaause It Impmses
no taxation on personalty. 1 weo will pro.
it by the oxperiences of Tayamte during
the last ten Fears, we  shoulr, scek to
chunge our whole system of t aatlon with-
ent Jdelay  The fact {2, senres of mannfac.
turers have practically been Jdriven out of
this city and fermad to avecept the betted
itduremientn offered i other places, The
ntremiptn te levy on capital unnoceegsarily
may be frultful In quite the proper direes
tion after all.

i
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LAND GRANTS.

Some days ago tho newspapers stated
that the Assembly of the Northwest ‘Ler.
ritorles Intettded making sowe repargtion
to (e Northwest half-breeds by making
land grants equal to 160 acres cach. A
few days later It was stated that the Do-
minlon Government wasg golug to wahe o
simflar provision to the volunteers whe
participated In the Ienlan invaslon of 1868
7. If both statements are In the maln
correct, and this actlon I put In opera-
tlon, the men responsible for the enact-
ment of such Jeglslation deserye 1o be
Kicked out of the leglslative halls of the
country.  What right has any govermment
to glive away absolutely the laud to any In-
divldual or any number of individuals?
Beeause some  goveriiinents have done it

and arc still gullty of the practice, ix 1o
valid reason for contitulizg n perblelons

wrong. The great crime of past and pres-
ent clvilizations has been the barterlug
away of the people’s herltage—the land.
The enormity of the ol and it ds o
very grave oue, Is only new beghnning to
be understood n 1% proper Hght; and
sghould our governments follow at this Iate
day the practices carrled out Ly the gov
craments which preceded them, a  Jasi-
ing disgrace will Inevitably rest upon the
people allowlng such,

There would be Httle fault to tind ir it
were proposed to allow the bencficlaries
referred to o certain portlon of free gov
crhment land for a stipulated rental year
1¥. and to have the use and enfoyment of it
forever so Joug as the rentnl value of the
land was palld. Because lu so dolng the
equal right of every otler man o the com
munity to the land would be malntalned
The rental value of the Jand would be
then the price patd to the community, for
the right of exclusive possesslon guaran
teed to all, thus consenvit g to the peaph
tLelr natural herltage.

Wheu the land Ix glven away oo filie
viduals n perpetufty the rights of thwe
now living and those yet unborn are tenwe.
pled upon and destroyed My right te the
fand and your rght., bew can It be hatd
when all free land §s ghen away, exd pt
we purchuse it fhan those wbo liow ¢oh
trol 12

An ulgquitous wreng was dene when the
Doninlon Governmenut banded over to the
C. P, mallrezd milllons of acres aud which
ix entirely free from taxation, that hlunder
having been vommitted, amd it §< now gen
emlly admitted to be so. I8 Is ta be hoped
our legislators Wit prove themselves states
e ald  safezuvard  the lHttde that e
malux of the people’s Lirthright,

RAILROAN HIGHWAYS BY A SINGLE
TAX.

Rossland wants a rallway threugh the
Coow's Nest Pass,  The slugle tax wonld
glve It.  The Roxslanders are now foolllily
paying that tax to the men they have al
lowed to seeyre 1he town slte If thev
were wise enough to pay 1t Into thelr pub
lle treasury, It would seon bulld them a
rallway which they would own. They are
on begging o raliwar o other Cana
dlans quite as foolish as themselves. In
Rossland, as In overy  other part of the
world. the slngle tax. the nnnual value of
the laid, must be pald. The swealth pro-
dueers have not the option of paring or
not paging 1t te thke publle treasury, or
paying It to the et they have allowed to
assnme awnersbip of the surfuce.  They
prefer ta pax it 1o a few lucky grabbers,
So they are unabie, Jike the rest of ue. to
Lulld thelr enn raliway. If they  knew
enonugh to Keep thelir own they would not
be depending on anyone clse for a high.

way. They huave gono luto the manufac.
ture of milllonnires, which I8 the tost un.
protluble fino of bLusiness cever devised
They Low thelr necks to 0 fow task-mas.
ters, who wiil lovy the single tax on them
for a generation, and at the game tlmo ery
out agalnst any suggestion of fnstituting
tho slugle tax.

Rosslunders  are  begluning, et them
take, I taxatlon, the renta) of land for
publlc uges and they will koon Le the riche
st community on the contluent, The rich.
est mines are the town sites,

LAND THB SOURCE FOR REVENUE,
FRANCE.

In the year 1890, the totnl sum of tuaes
Jevied on land values, and which wag ad-
ded to the general funld of government res
revenues, amounted to 255 mililon francs,
£52,000,000,

PRUSSLA.

In the German Empire several of  the
stafes levy on land values  for taxatlon,
From 1510-1820, the Prusslan tax ‘‘was re-
formed,” and again in 1861, when the tax
on houses was scparated from the tax on
land. At that thne, the tax on land was
coLputed at 10,000,00v thalers. $7,510,000,
By the acquisition of the new  Irussian
provinees In 1suithe amount was lnereased
cd to §10,001,000.

“In addition to loca ltaxes,'” says Bast-
able, “are net caslly arrived at, but  for
DIC Year  ISHNLSLTIe comunel Qg provi-
clal extrn Jund taxes were equal to those
of the state fn amount (§10,000,000), giving
a total burden oun land of $20,000,000, n-
dependent of the lucome tax.”

AUSTRIA AXD ITIUNGARY.

In 1879 the general land tax was fixed
at 36,100,000 florinx, The loeal tax on land
(municipalities) was belleved to reach a
like amount. ‘The Hungarian land  tax
amounts to almost the xame © .u. e, Fr,
Miutz says that Vienan ralses o darge part
of it city revenue from the ground rents
of the site of the old clty wall,

BELGIUM.

Belgum  manages to rise  room
values about $2,500080 far unatlonal
£1,m,000 for local purposes,

SPAIN.

As In Franee, Prussia and otuer countrles
a tax on land was levied (100-401) for local
purffoses by the genernl government I the
KAllle way as the tax for geueral purposes
The total tax rised for lueal purposcs
amounting to 17,000,000 pesetas—$3,400,00,
which 1s a very small proportion of the
total amount ralsed for governmental cx-
peaditures.

It has always Leen n prineiple o Spaln
when Columbus and the other discoverers
came to Amerlea, the Crown always o
served the right  te  all preclous metals
found, although it sometlnes conceded a
share tn the discoverer.

PORTGGAL
levies o land tax,which ¥iclds about £3,-
250,000 yearly. B.

iana
and
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The tefal aunual lucome of Euglund, ac-

cording to Dr. R. Gl@ten, of the Hoard
of Trade, In 1548 was 520,000,000, and ur
that £278,030,000 went for wages and £242,
000,000 for rent and Interest aml protit oh
capltal.  In 1882 tho total annual wealth
bad incrensed to the c¢normous sum of
£1,300,000,0C0, and of that £338,000,000 went
for wages and £062,000,000 for rent aml iue
terest aad profit on capital, If the ramne pro-
portlon had been suniutalned as e 1818
tho amount of wages inatead of belng £338,-
0t0,000 would have been £695,000,000.

Baron lalkett, 8 German-born cltizen of
England,speaking before a Lancushive audl-
ehee i June, 1894, sald he was one of those
wleked people who belleved that land, alr
and water were made for the people, und
that wan did not have a hand in making
them and that therefore no man liad an
absolute clalm to uny portlon of thew

The land, as they all kuew, had been
monopolized as absolute ow:aership, at sl
cvents In thig conutry, and cvery inch of
1t was cluhmed by sowmcebody.

Ho malntained that every suember of the
community had a clultn to a share In the
luud of his vountry, nud upon the reallza-
tlon of thls scheme rested the frecdow
of the natfon.

Ou the other haud, bc held that every per.
son who occupled and cultlvated a portion
of the soll should be fully secured In his
labor, aud In the Investwent of his capital
upon that sofl, bereause upon that rested
the prosperlty of agrlculture. It wax sald
that agricultere did not pay because wheat
was so cheap; but that was not so; 1t was
because land was so dear. But It was not
only over the surface of the soll thut laud-
lords exerted thelr sway; they clajmed
ceverything that luy under the soll, e
thoughit fhe absurdity of this clalm was
only equalized by Its Injustice. Luglish
trade was shrinklng; cmployment at a fatr
wage was getting less, and the only man
who could sit still and do nothlng was
the landlurd, who was taxing Industry and
straugling it In {ts operations.

This clalm of private ownership to the
miucral wealth of the country wus nothing
more or less than a tax upoa the whole 1n-
Quxtry of the country. Thls question of
the claling to private ownership for an
that lay beneath the soll was not a ques-
tion as affecting tbose engaged In the ma-
werlal obtalued, but v as a question which
aflected every consurser In the land

In Germany no owner of the surface free-
tiold of land has the sligltest clafny to the
minceralg below. Anyone who wishes to in.
vest bis mwoney In minlng sceures a permit
fromn the State, and after hic has paid a
sall compeusation for surface disturbance
to the owner bie cxpleits the Industry for
himself and bls workers, and pays the
State a royalty of 2 per cent. on the net
proiits, In addition to this he inust pay
bhalf the funds (tho other half Lelng pald
to the State) to the Milners' Assoclation,
which go for cducatlon, slck pay, peusious
and dataages in caso of anccidents,

EXPEXNSIVE LEGM., PRACTICES.

To carry appeals to the Britlsh Privy
Couniell regarding disputed points of Fed-
cral and Proviucial jurisdiction Is a foolish
waste of money on law costs. If the I'ro.
vince and Dominloa =zuthorities rveally
want a decislon they caa declde to rlade
by thiat of cur own Supreme Court. The
Canadlan judiclary must neceszarlly have
a better fdea of the meaning of tue Bri
tish North Amerlea Act than ean the Bl
tish legal luimninarles. The courts pre ere-
ated by Parliaments, but there I a super-
stitious Teverence for *helr funcdons which
prevente people scelng the absardity of
following out case after case from one

court to another, to find wvhat will be
theught In the last. The declslon will not
be more wise or more Jast Uccause It Is
more expensive, w.
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AROUND THE HEAP. ‘1{

I J. W. BENGOUGH.
£ SUEISATIRICIICRNTR

A most ndiatrable bovkone well worth a
carcful readliug, ls “Tho Lxpansion of e-
Hglon,” by RMeov. 1. Winerester Douuld of
Bostont, Wo cordiully recommend 1t ty the
more  thogghtinl patrotts of our ety 1.-
brtey. Mr. Douald I3 manlfesly o s Loy
ntud o thinker, but hke canny others swhe
might be go descrlbed, h3 sesms to he galte
In the dark when it comes to a treatment
of tho labor questloun. Ile concelves that
question to be a threefold compluiut tudgel
by labor agalnst civilization, viz, 1, thut
wages are too low; 2, thut the hours of
work are too long, ang, 3, thatl the product
I3 not cquitnbly dlstributed, We stve uot
S0 much concerned just now with als txen.
ment of tho fimst two cliarges, though as
to the first, we may rewark In pussing,
thay e thtnhs that the real question s,
“how much can the fund out of which all
wages are pald, devote to the compensativs
of labor without exhausting itself, without
falllug to receive the increase necessary to
preserve 1t as n fund Nom which wages
can be pald ?2°* This candid confession of
bis faith in the exploded wage fund the-
ory prepares us for somc eccentricltles ot
thoughit, when he comes to the  thir,
branch of the subject—the matter of iu-
cquiatbhe distribution.  shis I o teald t.
the heart of the labor question. 1o solve
the ditficulty Alr. Donald thinks ft “‘ought
first to be ascertained how wmuch of all that
13 produced by the ounly tlhrce prowucers
known to polltical economy—land, capitat
and labor—is dircctly due to labor.”

This we regard as a lopneful stact. 1t is
a reasonable proposition. But what delights
and surprises ug so much Is to find the
eV gentiemidl appareitly cear as to there
belng but “three producers known to polt-
tical economy—land, capital and labor.* it
18, of course, hardly accurate to call land
a “produccr;” we prefer Jr. Georges
phrase—*the passive factor in production.’
tiut that Iz another slpe Mr. Domald o -
dently holds the bellet that labor and capl-
tal, the two actlve human factors, having
access to land, the passive factor, produce
all the wealth ot which political ecouomy
takes cognlzance. This 1s eatlirely orthodox,
and we feel disposed to cheer the advent
of another writer who can flnd no place
for laudlordism amongst the forces of pro-
ductlon, cither actlve or passive. And our
delight in this new recruit to the cause or
sound political economy {ncreases a3 we go
on to read: *Suppose we lmagine the total
production of the United States to be heap-
«d up on one of our western praities in the
sluipe of contnodities, It would be a vast
and cowplex pile. Every article known
to the arts and sclences would be there.
reod, clothing, drugs, mplements, wachin.
ery, furnlture, books, plctures, architects
drawings. To produce them there had to
be land, capital and labor. Each of these
three Is unproductive withont the other in
an industrial sense. Each Is clamoring for
the largest share of this heap of commodi-
ties.” Let us stop Just here for a moment.
It s a striklog {llustestion. aund " clears
the way, onc would think, for a satisfac
tory solution of the question at Issuc—that
of 2 just distribotion. Countemplating that
lLiecap of commedities, Mr. Henry George
may be supposed to address our author.
Heaaya: “Dear Mr.Donald, the thtng <eeins
to me simple cnough. The three human
pacties who havo just clahws to shares are,
1, labor; 2, capital; 3, tue community, re-
presenting the factor you call land. Now
the first thing to be done Is to deduct from
this pile of goods a quantity cqual in value
to tho annual rental vrlue of the land upon
which they swere prodoced, that §s to say,
a falr ground rent, after sllowlng for all
Improvements In  the way of bulldings,
dialnage, ctc. We thus srzive at the value
which tho land hag obtalneC by reason of
the presence  of the esnmindi'v.or I other
words, the value the community as such
has created. This, of course, justly be-
gy to the ereator. Haviugthen, pald oft
the community, or the land factor, we have
Jabor and capltal left to Qeal with, and
batwceen them s to be apportioned 2l that
remaing of the heap of goods. If tho set-
tlement Is to bo made between them In

torms of wages, how much of the heap
ghaill labor bavo us wages ? \ell, say the
heap represents the production of a year—
305 days lot us call it. Labor 18 supposed
to have been working for capital. Hlis pay
ghall therefore bo little more than e could
have made had ho cliosen to employ hime
ket un tree tecess 1o the nd would have
enabled Ll to do, for no man will work
for another for the snmeo or less than he
could make working for himself, Havieg
then arrived at a declglon as to the pos.
sible dajly production of laber, we multl-
ply it by 865, and thus have his yenrly
production. o flnd thut thly amount is
just cquivalent to all that I3 left of the
peap. pabords allttnee with Jand, has
short produced the entire amount of goods,
and since land's ghure haw already been
handed over to the community, all that
vemalus belougs to Inbor. Jut where, then,
does capltal come In ? What Is cupltal ?
Labor's ally and asslstant. Labor 18 the
nittural power of man 1o xow seed anul
gather In the barvest, For example, capl-
tal 13 the artiticial asslstance rendered by
the seced driil and the reaping machine.
Capltal Is, in fact, but another sort of
labor, and 18 Justiy catiticd to suhute tie
extrn productlon it makes possible. Lavor
and capital are Bot worker and bosy, mtcn
less natura) cnvimnles, they are parctuers,
wuererore WHat 18 fert ot tiie neap may oe
rquitahiy divided onoelther of two ways: 1,
fn the cquivalent to labor of fair wages
for J4ud duys WOrk, or i tite payment w0
capital of an ¢quiviient or 1ai iterest on
the loan of BLis assistng macniuery.”

Wl aoes ME. Donud sy 1o this: Belng
a reasonable and honest man we are in-
cllsed to think lie would accept it as a just
setticlent, But I the absence of  Alr,
George, he bas floundered, we regret to
say. Listen to hiwm:

“Round this supposed heap of cotuthodl-
ties are gathered the producers of 1L, cacn
strentious to tnaintaln his clalin to  the
biggest share, each resting his claim on
tits  bLiggest coutribution in s production.
e e . bor, it s aesoluterd  exsentinl thag
cach of three Droducing forces suall be
eotnbrea in B eldefeney as a pro oecr,
The Integrity of cach of our three pro.
ducers is cconomically Imperative.”

210 ! turece ProuuCcers—innd, Litor ang -
pltal. Now, It becowes clear that vur au-
Por e tar gnah ta of laed as o s
factor, but as a human force entttica to
demand Its sbare along whl labor and
capltal,

In short, he mcans landlordism, and it
ts necdless to fay that any scholar, what.
cve~ his good Intentions, whatever his
plety, who cndorses landiordism, who ae.
fends the justice and righteousness of the
specuiative onwaership ot the earh by -
dividuals, will flounder in vain to tind a
solution of the labor question. With this
freebooting clement omitted from the re.
spectable soclety  of producers, with the
shure wiifeh ponv goes Da the jachet  of
landlordisin pald over to the state=in Nen
of all taxeg now levied, the distrivution ot
the product cquitably between labor and
capital Is a matter caslly within reach of
practical politics, if It Is not, Indeed, a
wing wihicn would settie itseir vy natura
lavww. 1.

PERSONALTY TAXATION.

The Municipal Committee of the
Single Tax Club at the last meet-
ing presented a report of the reeent
proceedings of the Revislon Court, in
which particular attention was called
to the great number of protests of
citizens against the imposition of taxcs
un personalty. The committee  ex-
pressed the opinfon that this feature
of our tax 8ystem was In overy re-
spect obnoXious. In the attempt o
reach the owners of persenalty much
fraud and perjury resuited, and the
cffect was to bring the law Inte con-
tempt, besides burdening trade quite
unnecessarily, and the tax could rea-
sonably be abolished. Instances were
cited of basiness men forced to leave
the city owing to the high tax levied,
The committee thought the clty should
endeavor to relicve some of the burd-
vns placed on the productive factors,
lubor and capital, instead of attempt-
ing to tax everything in sight.

————— e — e

NBW SOUTH WALLES,

A declalve voto was taken I the New
Son‘lh Wales Parlizment on October 18,
hEIAN

It hd beconts dally nore evident that
fudical acetlon on the land questlon In New
South Wales could pot bu much Jounger
delayed, and  with the deslgn of testing
thoe feellng of the House, o supporter of
the Governmen (Mr, C. Hopmuw) intry
duced w resolution decluring for n progrs-
sive tax holdlngs over L1L,00 tn value.
This wans opposed by Mr. Cotton (S8lugle
Taxer), who suoved the followlng mnend-
went, “Chat fn the opinlon of thiy JHouse a
systemt of ralslng revenue by direet taza-
tion of land values, frrespective of hmprove-
ments, would greatly promote the welface
of this country."”

‘he Premier, SIr George Dibby, voted
for ¢(ho amendment, and atated that the
Government intended to press the Local
Goverment BHL, which autborlzes thaunle
cipalities to rakxe thelr revenues by a tax
ot lund values wlithout reference to the
fmprovements on land,

1 divislon, Mr, Cotton's amendmehit was
adopted in pluce of the orlginal resolution
by @ vote of 40 to 13.  DBoth the leader of
}hc ‘Govcrnmcnt aud the Opposition voted
or it.

Progress doces not stop here, for we hear
that the new  tax law, paszed by both
Houses of the Leglslature without divislon,
Decanber 6th, 185, Ik the nearest ap-
proach yet made to the Sjugle Tax., The
taaation of Improvemetits on land antud of
wrssnal  property s entleely  discarded,
atd values being taxed at the rate of a
penuy In the pound.  Land to the yalne
of £240 I3 exempt from taxation, ‘I'he bill
provides for a stiff Ihcome tax on all In-
comes exceeding £425 per year. Where land
I mortgnged the owner is permitted to
deduet from his tax b the amount of
Interest _pald aunually on hix mortgage.
‘I'lic holder of the mortgage s caught by
the income tax, Custom dutles are greatly
seduced and proviston made on the Quecns-
Iakd plan for a coutinuous reduction until
1901, when the tarif wlil be practically
abollxhed,  The country s fn a terrible
cohdition financlally. and thousands of s
people have been on the verge of starva-
tlon for mouths past. lerole ncasures
beeate necessary, and the example of New
Zealand was not lost oh the statesmen of
New South Wales,

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION IN
TASMANIA,

Flhie Leemore (Cal) Radieal for October
13, says:
in dasmania, one of the Australian colos
miey, proportivnal representation  on  the
preferentinl plaw, has been enacted Into
law, to apply at the next clection of mewm-
bers of Iarlfawent clected from the two
principal cltles of Tasmania. Six members
are clected Lroin oue city and four from an-
other. This far off and hitherto very cone
servative Englishi colony has taken a step
fn advance of the eatire world. South Aus~
tralia 18 Mkely to follow next, and In New
Zealand it Is to be a leading questlon n
the coming cawmpalgn. The actlon of Tas
wanla was entirely unexpected.
California I3 now Dbehilnd. The example
of the San Francisco Mechanles™ Institute,
and seven otlier organtzed bodles there, har
demonstrated that the system I8 practical.
‘To the carnest cfforts of a few real reform-
ers thiere is the work In Tasmania fudhiect-
Iy In part due. Miss*Catharine H. Spence
of South .\ustrallu has labored for years to
se¢ the day now dawning—the day of real
representative government,
Alfred Crldge, father of the cditor of The
Radical, who ha- labored lheart and sout
for 20 years for proportional representits
tion, In the evenlug of a long and usefrl
life, sces the result of hiz work extending
throughout the Englishespeaking tworld.
Soon the Australlan system of represcenta-
tion wil be as vigorously pushed in the
ll::ltod States 4s was the Australlan bal-
0
Greetlng to our brothers beneath the
Southern Cross. In the words of Lowell:
"IFor mankind are one !n spirlt, and an in-
stinct bears along

Round tho carth's clectric circle, the sswift
flash of right or wrong;

Whether consclous or unconscious,
manity’s vast frame,

Through Its occan-sundered fibres,
the gush of joy or shame,

In the gain or loss of one race all the rest

yet hu-

fecls

WILD BEASTS IN INDIA.

From an Tndian official report it is
learned that in the year 1893, 2803 por-
sons lost their lives through tigers,
panthors, boars., clepbants and other
wild beasts; 21,538 died from sorpont
bites, t hree-fourths of which were caus-
cd by cobras. Quite 97,000 domestic
animals were killed by tigers, panthers
and sorpents.
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DELAWARE SOUVENIR,

For some months past, the writer
has bern engaged in the difficult task,
of gathering a cuilection of photo-
graphs of the representative single
taxers of the United States, who have
to some oxtent participated in the
single tax campaign. When the object
was first conceived, all scemed easy of
accomplishiment, but the experience
guined proved quite the contrary After
continuous efforts, however, the under-
taking has in a large measure been suc-
cessful. :

The photos in this interesting collec-
tion are grouped 1n a jarge frame, with
the name of each attached, thus readily
identifying the various persons re-
preseated in the group. In the center
of the picture, the face of Henry Grourge
and the members of the qunpaign com-
mittee, Steplienson, Sudell, Stephensand
Rolston are placed, $urrounded by up-
wards of thirty famuliar faces, mems-
bers of the Phikadelphia Club, who are
best known for their ictivity during
the campaign. Het o, Milbkin, Call-
ingham, Frost, Ross, Pleydell, Lippin-
cott, Miss Musson, Mrs. Burleigh, cic,
etc In the outer circle are placed the
photograghs of Hon Jas G McGuire,
Hon. Jerry Simpson, Dr. R. 8. Law,
Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Ralph E. Hoyt,
Thos. G. Shearman, Boiton Hall, Louis
F. Post, W. B. Addington, Alfred J.
Woif, Edward Osgood Brown, Rev,
Jesse C. Taylor, Rev. Dr. E. McGlynn,
and a score of others whose names and
services are familiar among single tax-
ers everywhere.  Dr. B. ¥, Longstreet,
McArron Hand, Henry W. Hetzel, Sam-
uel Milliken, Leonard Tuttle and R. I
Gibson—tuen whe have repdired valu-
able service in Delaware, are represent-
ed in attitudes quite different to any
of the rest, and in the arrangement
of the group appeals ever) unique.
Many States in the union have their
representatives, for instance. ‘Texas is
honored with Mr. Alex Horr, one of the
most indefatigable workers known.
Kansas has two in the persons’ of Mr.
John S. Croshy and Hon. Jerry Simp-
son. Massachusetts is represented by
Nr. ¢ B. Fidebrownand Mr. Garrson,
and California bas three. New York
and Pennsylvania of all the states na-
turally are better represented.

The whole coiiection is ¢f national
interest to single taxers, and will no
doubt be appreciated by the Philadel-
phia Society. to whom the group col-
lection will shortly Lo presented. For
the satisfaction of many single tax
friends, duplheates of the original are
now offered for sale, printed on plati-
num paper, and reduced to 11x14, a
convenlent size for {raming. Those
who are deswrous of ohtaaning a copy,
ghould send in thowr order a8 early as
possible, which will be attended to
without any u. ccessary delay.
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Our modesty prevents us from puls
lishing the many complimentary notices
of the Secarch Light.—Thanks,

Twenty-five cents will pay for the
Search Light until March 1897. Give it
a trin], anyway. The following monthly
issues will be well warth reading.

The Decembor and January numbers
of The Searchdight will be issued as o

double number, and it will makes its
appearance 1n the latter month,

Twenty-five cents will pay for The
Searchlight until March 1897, No sub-
scriptions will be received for a long-
er period, after that subscriptions may
be renewed if desired.

WHO PAYS YOUR TAXES ?

The facts and fgures adduced from Mr,
Alexander Manning {n the Revision Court

1ast week, In connection with tho land and
property situated at the southeast corner
of King and Yonge-streets show astate of
nffairs that ought to be digested thorough-
iy. 1t came out in cvidence that Mr.
Manning Is lessee of the land, 20x100, ftom
the Bostwick estate, for which he pays
$2500 yearly for ground rent. On this land
Mr. Manuing coustructed a bullding at 2
cost of about $12,000, part of which le
leases to the Capadian Paciic Ratlway at
a rental of $1000 and taxes, From the
Youge-street stores he recelves $1330 and
taxes, and from the upstalrs fats $2700,
making a total of $8050 .rcecefved yearly.
From this latier amount the Bostwick es.
tite receives $2300, and the Clty Treasury
S1030, leaving clear in Mr. Manning's pock-
iy, the large sum of $3500 or 34 per cent.
futerest on a $12,000 lnvestment. The to-

tal assessed value on  buildlpg and
land  belng  only 95,800, yet to
the  surprlse  of the court, dr.

Manning pitifully appealed to it, to have
the assesment lowered., The strange part
of the whole proceedings is that, Mr. Man.
nlug should come forward to do any comn-
plalning at all. It could well be under.
sicod if 1t was the purpose of thls gentle.
man to bave the court make the Bostwlck
cestate pay something towards the support
of the clty government as well, but not
s30; he appealed for rellef on his own Dbe-
half, because he was not getting more
than 34 per cent. interest. This Is an iIn-
Justice ! 'The real sufferers—the tenants—
were not represented. There was no one
present on  thelr behalf, that is8 denjed
them, although 1t falls to them to fork over
nearly all the cexpenses for governing the
clity. The taxes collecicd presumably are In
payment for public benefits, but in addi
ton, they must pay several {imes over the
amount of taxes to support several indi-
viduals in juxury. The land referred to be-
came valuable owing to nothing done to it
by its “owner,” yct the community which
created Its value recelves not one cent of
the $2500 cconumnle rent now collected by
the Bostwick estate. The injustice to the
conununity of thig transaction, and which
is quite apparent, can be overcome by only
olie ncthod, viz,, the taxing of the $2500
sround reat futo the City Theasuvry, where
It properly belongs. This course will Jtop
the complaints of users of land, and tue
$2500 taken by the clity will suffice to pay
for city cxpenditares without imposing
additional taxation on bulldings asd other
formns of wealth, B.

MEXICAN BURIALS.

The Mexicans have a queer way of
burying the dead. The corpse is tight-
Iy wrapped in century-plant matting,
and placed in a coffin hired for about
a shilling. Ono or two natives, as the
case may be, place the coffin on their
heads and go at a trot to the grave,
where tho y is interrcd, and the
coffin is then returned. The wealthy
class usoe tke tram cars as hearses, and
}hot'tr:ends follow besido the car on
00!

* Wickwire—'‘You scem to be pretty
well traincd down since you got your
wheel, and yet I nover seo you riding.”
Mudge—"I don't bave to ride. Itkeepa
me thin worrying about the payments.*”

She—" You saw the Count of Brasse,
did you? Now, tell me, dom't you think
hois a au—nkmgcporspnnge $"” He—"'Yus,
I do. I bnd been introduced to him
an hour svhen ho struck me for a loan

A — - e e e
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A LITTLE HISTORY
OF DELAWARE,
0TIV VVV VLBV S

Nrtablo Bvonts of the Singlo Tax Copwmn-
puign in doleware.

A page of the history of Delaware,
when it Is written, will embrace the fol-
lowing notable events:

June 15, 1895—The Inauguration of
the Single Lnx Campaign in the State of
Delaware was begun by thirteen persons,
members of the Philadelphia Pu,, and
Camden, N.J,, Single Tax Clubs.

June 20—The Town Commissioners
of Middletown rofused to allow the
privilege of epenking in the public
square. .

July G—Again the Commissioners of
Middletown would not allow the use of
the public square.

July 13—Campaign headquarters es-
tablished in Wilmington. A large meet-
ing was held in the public square, Mid-
dletown, and no interference was at-
tempted.

Mr, L. Irving IIandy, chairman of the
Democratie State Committee, was chal-
lenged to meet in joint debate a single
tax speaker to be later decided upon.

July 20—Herman V. Hetzel, while ad-
dressing an audicnce in Middletown, was
pulled forcibly from the speakers’ stand,
but remounted the staund ounly to be
forced down again by an officious town
constable, who requested Mr. Iletzel
to accompany him to the magistrate’s
court., At Mr. Hetzel's suggestion Mr,
1. L. Shoemaker immediately :wounted
the stand to address the excited crowd.
In the meantime Mr. Hetzel came before
the court and was charged with “dis-
orderly conduct, obstruction of the side-
walk and Lreach of the peace” After
hearing witnesses the judge justified the
prisoner and at once dismissed the case.

August 10—Up to this time over 156
meetings_had been held in_the State,
with 384 speeches by 51 different
speakers. .

September 21—The beginning of club
organizations, the first being started in
Wilmington, :

October 3—Congressman Hon, Jas. G.
McGuire’s first visit to Delaware, who
renderad valiant service to the eause of
tax rceform. .

October 31—The Rev. Merrit Hlulbard
and other opponents of the single tax
doctrine, sought to_suppress a meeting
in the opera house, Wilminglon, Sunday,
November 3rd, at which Henry George
was announced to speak. The Police
Commniissioners were advised by City
Solicitor Harman to arrest Mr. George
if he nltcm‘:tcd to speak. The commis-
sioners doubted the constitutionality of
the act. Eventually after much discus-
sion by the single tax represertatives
and the police board, it was d-~cided to
alloww Mr. George to proceed, on the
understanding that he eschewed polities, .
otherwise his immediate arrest would
follow.

November 3—Henry George addressed
an overflowing audicnce in the opera
house, thousands beicg turned away
unable to gein admittance. Mr. A, H.
Stephenson, the chairman of the cam-

nign committee, briefly cxplained the
incidents leading up to the attempted
suppression of the meeting and phinly
intunated that the subject of taxation
and polities would be treated, and that
it Mr. George was arrested the mecting
would continue, as there were cnough
speakers present to keep the police busy
until 10 o’clock. The mecting passcd off
without any interruption.

November 16—The Rev. Jesse C. Tay-
lor, rector of the prsco?al church at
Lewes, Del, closed up his church and
spoke in the Wilmington opera house
to a large and enthusiastic audience.

From November 16 onwards until
April 26, 1890, the following well-known
persons addressed audiences_on Sunday
evenings in the opera house, Wilmington:
Louis I, Post, ward Lawson Purdy,
W. M. Callingham, T. W. Swann, Rey.
Dr. J. H. Amles, Jog Farris, Jas, A,
Herme, Hon. Jas, G. McGuire, Col.
W. B. Norton, Jas. McGrogor, Henry
B. Davis, fa. . Bromhall. Xev. Father
W. E. Johnson, Bolton Hall, Rev, Dr.
Edward McGl.vnné Thos, G. Shearman,

Erncst Howard Crosby, Hon. Jerry
Simpsoxé LEdwnrd Osgood  Brown,

ippincott, Dr, S. Solis Cohen,

Heary
etzel, Altred B. Cruick-

Herman, V.
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shank, Jas, R, Brown, Mrs. florence A.
Burlefg . A. H, Stephenson, Wm, Lloyd
Garrison, 19, Stillman Doubleday. Dr,
R. 8. Law, Ralph IB. Ioyt, G. I'rank
Sttﬂ)llnlens. Samucl Millike>* and Harold
Sudell.

April 3—=Celebration  of  JeRNerson's
hlrt‘:dny in Town Hall, Wilmington, by
the Philadelphia Society, at which num-
erous State organizations were repre-
sented.

April 25.—TLconard 'I'uttle arrested and
jailed In Middletown for persisting to
speak in the open square in defiance of
police regulations. Being brought before
the Squire and the facts of the case
stutcd t%d him the prisoner was at once
discharged.

May ET—R. . Powell, while debating
with an opponcnt on the streets of Mid-
dletown, now better known as the
“Landiord’s paradige,” was warned ot
to obstruct the passage way, after mov-
ing to avoid further obstruction, the
crowd gathered in greater force. Mr.
Powell wasg then arrested, charged with
the same offence as offered in previous
cases, but was discharged. Agmn he
went back to address the crowd, and
was continually interrupted by tin horn
noises and the throwing of miscles.

AMay 9—Frederick S, Gore, cd.tor, and
landlordists ally, debated t' s single
tax with Mr. A. I1. Stephenson,

May 16—Herman V., Iletzel and R.
I%. Powell while speaking in Middletown,
were insulted by cvery manner of devise,
by a lot of “respectable” hoodlums. The
speakers continued to assert their rights
and preach the single tax doctrine,

May 27—=Wm. Iloran was arrested
while speaking on the streets of Dover
and brought before the magistrate who
absolutely refused to abide by the eovi-
dence offered in the case, and thereupon
fined the prisoner $10 and costs or 30
days. The priecner went to jail.

May 30—G. Frank Stephens arrested
on the same charge as made against
Horan. The mugistrate was requested
to postpone the case and this was re-
fused. Bail then was demanded but
was denied. Trinl by jury was demand-
cd, this too was scorned. The prisoner
asked that section VI. of the United
States constitution be read. Al at-
tempts of Mr. Stephens to get a fair trial
were of no avail. Ile was fined §10
and costs or 30 days. Later the prisoner
was assigned to the s.me cell with
Ioran. .

June 2—An interview took place be-
tween A. H, Stephenson and Governor
Watson relative (o the previous perse-
cutions, at which the governor remarked
that the arrests made were nothing hut
persecutions and that he would pardon
the prisoners, Ie further stated that
he would release every man who was
hereafter imprisoned for public speaking.
(When other arrests occurred the gover-
nor denied making any such statement.)

June 3—G. Frank Stephens and W,
Horan were pardoned.

July 18—A. H, Stephenson, Chas. A.
Brothers and Vietor Durud, the two
Iatter men being residents of Delaware.
were arrested in_ Dover almost before
cither of them had begun to speak. The
same farce as occurrcd in the previous
cases happened in this, the testimony
of witnesses, though largely favorable
to the prisoners, was of no wvalue. ‘They
were fined §10 and costs or 30 daxs in
jail. All three were escorted to prison
refusing to ‘[‘my the fine imposed.

July 22—Wm. H. Keeran and Samucl
Mellville were arrested ‘n_Dover, for
p;l;)h]c speaking; the usual fine was im-
posed.

July 23—The Rev. Aug. Dellgrev and
Henry B. Tawresy arrested in Dover
for publie epeaking, They too, submitted
to_the court’s indignitics and went to
prison.

_July 24—P. . Moore and Alex. Stir-
lith arrested in Dover, fined, and went
to_prison.

July 25--Dr. B. F. Longstreet for at-
tcmpting to obtain justice for the prison-
ers, was arrested, fined, and joined the
others in prison. Later James O'Neil
and Jas. J. Haggerty, for commitling
the offence similar to the others, also
were fined and went to prison.

July 27=J. H, Moritz and P. T,
O'Hara arrested, fined, and went to
Trison.

July 26—~Thomas Graham and Jos. W,
Grose arrested, fined, and went to prison.

July 30—W. 8. DPike arrested, fined,
and went to prison.

August 4—Notwithstanding the con-
linued imprisonment  of single tux
&peakers in Dover, H. D. Albright and
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C. II. Kane braved the warring clenients
nnd demanded a hearing, but lnw and
order bad turned to a swate of anarchy.
I'hey were arrested ultimately, were
fined, and were the Inst to juin the men
already domielled in 1mluon.

Mr, Jackson IX. Rolston, attorney, of
Wash ngton, took out writs of haben
corpus before Chancellor Nicholson, com-
manding Sheriff Shaw to produce the
bodies hefore him, and show cause for
deprivation of liberty. At 7.30 p.m. all
the prisoners were brought before the
Chancellor.  Mr. Rzlson  moved to
postpone procecdings till Saturday at
8, retused.  Mr. Rolston then moved that
the prisoners be admitted to bail pending
1 hearing of the writs. he Chancellor
denied motions, Che prisoners were then
all returned to jail, .

In the case of Wm. H. Xeceran, one
of the prisoners, the Chancellor caused
him to be liberated, because of a mis-
take in the record of commitment.

F, W. Moore was liberated owing to
sudden illness overtaking him, Later
an appeal from the Chancellor’s decision
was made to tne Unjted States District
Court in Wilmington. Judge  \Vales
presiding.  Stephenson and ITaggerty
were brought in to represent the other
fifteen in_prison  Dbefore  the court,
Ju\d;:nu-n‘t keld“ovgr. .

Aug, 16.—A. . Stephengon, Chas, .
Brothers and Victor Durand each completid
30 duys In jall and were released.

Aug. 18.=The macbine Democrats at
Dover ueeting In conventton galned cuu-
trol und forced the gag.

Aug, 10.—The thirteen remaining prison-
ors were released on a wrlt of certlorirl
fssued by l’rothonomrf' Betts, of e
County, all being admitted to ball of 830
cach, pending the final deeclsion of the
ense at the October term of the Superlor
Court of Kent County.,

Aug.  22,.~Demonstration In  Wilmington
over the release of the Dover prixoners, tn
which the prisoners were enthuslastically
recelved,

Aug. 25.—A Slugle Tax confercnce was
hield in Wilinlngton, coraposed of upwards
of four hundred delegates, re state con
ventlon.

Sept. 17.—A single tax party was organ.
zed, Dr. Louls N, Slaughter betng nominag-
e¢d for Goverhor, beslde the formation of
county committecs.

Sept. 21.—Wmn. J. Brsan, Presidentiat
candidate, spoke In fthe Auditorium, W
ington, before an immense aqudichee,

Sept. 26.—The Newcastle County State
convention met, and nomlated candldates
for State Senator,l: Representatives, 7.
County Treasurer, Sheriff and coroner.

Oct.” 1.=The Kent County Single faa
conventlon met in Dover and nominated
candidates for State Schator, 1; represen-
tatives, 7: and delegates to the Coustitn.
tional Conventlon.

Oc¢t. G.—Blg mass meeting of helaware
singletaxers In Turn hall in support of the
single tax ticket.

Qc¢t. 3.—~The Sussex County State conven.
tlon met in Georgetown and nominated one
candidate for State Senator, and xeven ean.
dldates for Representatives, the full sln
2le tax ticket  voted upon Nov. 3, as fol.
lows: Presldent, Vice-President, Governor,
Congressman (1), State Senators &3, loeal
Rtepresentatives (1), County ‘Treasurer (1),
Sherlfr (1), Coroner (1), and County Comp.
trotler (1).

PINCUSHION IDEAS.,

The demand for fancy pincushions ap-
pears endless.  Ingenuity is strained to
the utmost to produce new shapes and
novel decorationa. To such a pass &re
inventors driven to create novelties that
tho sbapes of the cushions are often ut-

terly unsuited for the purpose, but so
long as tho article is pretty its use is
quite a detail. Floral pincushions are
the rage just now. and under this ~lass
tho lupin certainly deserves first aen-
tion. It makes quite a charming or-
nament. «s it hangs on the knob of a
screen in the drawing room or on the
chaval glass in the bedroom. It is
made of small circular pieces of cream
olotk, just tinged with color, the cdges
being shaped slightly to form the pet-
al~ gl:ho blooms are attached to a lon
con.ral stem, which should be padded,
and the flowers fastened loosely to this
with thread, the shape of the
whole being carefully followed. A dain-
ty littlo affair is the edelweiss pincush-
jon. Tho flower is entirely carried out
in white velvet, and_measures about
four inches across. It is uncommon,
pousibly Dbecause it is a good bit of
trouble to make, but it ig well worth
both the time and the labor. The bul-
rush still holds its own among tho
{flowor cushions, drown velvet bcmﬁ
cmployed for the head and green plus
for the leaves and 8
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The copies offerd or sale
are exact duplleates of the
I-nnio Group Picture of the
| ing Single-tax Campaig:
ors, somic of xhom aro dressed
In thelr plcturesque costuine,
fncluding aleo lenry
Geopge, ey Dr, McGlynn,
loula 1. 1ost, Wm. Llowl
Garelwon, Ion. Jas. G Mc
Guire, Hon Jerry Bhmpeon
anld o &core of others cqually
well huown, which will short)
e preaented to the Philade
rhia 8ingletax SBoclety, the
{naugurators o the Delaware
campalgn. With a few exeep-
tions the pletures of overy
\‘.u-mnu-nt. Singletaxer in the

nitas) Rtates of Spternstionn)

. wenown who have alded in
Delaware are (n the gr up  This Souvenir (s Valu-
able for {t2 associations, und no Single-taxar able to
otford it should be without one.  From the sules
cllected a pereentage of the profits derived will be
Pyable to the campsign fund.  The price has been
mt low in order to facilitate ita cale.  Sent tu any
-""‘_lw« un reeedpt of 2160 Searchlight Pub U,
RoZm 5. B King 5t W, Toronto, Canada.

SINGIdZ TAX CLUB.

The Single Tax Club met last week
fn thelr committee room, 39 Xing
slivet  west, and discussed, among
other questions, the local Improvement
<y+tem, which has ocen a bone of con-
teatjun for some time past with many
of the city taxpayers. Mr. Frank
Hallman, who introduced the subject,
questioned the need for any further

continuance of the system. Under its
vberativn 4 double tax was imposed
on the owners of land and property,
first, Ly the imposition of local rates
proportionate to the cost of local im-
rovements made; and, secondly, when
the value of land and property was
ridsed by an Increased assessment. This
was considered unfair and vexatious.
‘The opinfon seemed to prevall among
thuse who discussed the subject that
«ll public improvements should be
charged fn the local rates, and whers
such improvements added to the value
of land, such land wi'l bear its proper
proportion of the ccst of improvement
carried out by the Increased assess-
ment of the land b nefited. By adopt-
ing this course, the end aimed at under
the local improvement system §s gain-
el with less frouble, expense and an-
voyance. A resolution was moved em-
bodying these {deas, and was carried
unanimously.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.,

Hon, Pred Peters, Premier, March, 1594,
at a public meeting held at Mount Stewart,
sald;

"It was a wrong principle to tax industry,
thrift and enterprise, and for the purpose of
mablug additional revenue he would revert
to the old system of a tax on land, and
would devote the procceds derlved from
that ~ource to wiplng out the debt.”

The plan outlined is somewhat unlque,
ML effeet the resutt iy the taxation of
land by a progressive tax according to the
assessed value, for Instance,

l!‘:t""] valued at $300 would pay one (1)
cent,

Land vatued at $£1,000 would pay two (2)
cents.

JLand valued at $2,000 would pay three
) cents,

‘rom this one may judge the tendency
of leglslation. The plan sct forth is n single
tax, for other taxes are levied beslde this
for ordinary revenue. By wiping out all
taxes on products of Industey and inereas.
Ing the tax on land values the single tax
18 arrived at.

Afterwards, however, Mr. Peters intro-
dueced and carrled a bill providing only that
all improvements hereafter placed upon
land should be exempt.

CERAMIC STONE.

A gpew building material, t~ which
thoe name of ceramic stone has Yeen
given, is mads from broken glass. Tho
glass, broken bottles, window panes, &c.,
18 reduced to powder, different Kinds
are mixed if v:mcgntcd color is desired
and the pulverized product is devitri-
fied by being passed  successively
through two furnaces, the sccond be-
ing hecated to an extremely high tem-
per-ture. The pasty mass then
passed undor a press, which gives it
shape and consistonoce.
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ABOUT TURKEY'S SULTANS

CRUELTIES PRACTISED BY THESE
HUMAN MONSTERS.

——

Abdul Hunid Only Oue of Many Who
Mave Massacred Thelr Chrlstiun Sube
Jects—A Lopg List of Butcherics Eere
petrated by the Fiends,

‘Che word Sultan (pronounced Sool-
taan, not Saltan) is by no means a
Mubammadan title. It occurs in the
Kuran three times, but there it stands
for authority. It occupies a similar pos-
ition as a title of authority, among the
Sunni Muslims as Shah does amoung the
Shahs of Peosia, ‘Lhe proper tide for
the chief ruler in Islam is Imam (Eem-
aan), or leader or Khalifa (IKKhaleefa),
“one who is left bebind,” a successor,
a vicegorent, or deputy. The word 1
used in the Kuran for Adam, who is
said to havs been placed upon earth
as the vicegerent of God.

The rulers of the Otltoman Turks as-
sumed the title of Sultan, because there
was at the time of their rise in history
a Caliph at Baghdad who claimed to be
the rightful ruler in Islam.

The present Turkwh dynast, teuh its
rise from Halaku, the grandson of Jen-
gis Khan, who, in the middle of the
thirteenth century, came duwn from the
fastnesses of central Asin, and acized
Baghdad, putting the Caliph to death
Osman, the founder of the present Os
mani dynasty, first established Lis hing-
dom at Boursa, the ancient capital of
Bithynia, and was immediately succeed-
ed by his son, Orchan the Conquerur,
a tyrant of the deepest dye. 1u: pre-
sent Sultan Hamid of Turkey is the
thirty-seventh from Osmap, and it is
a curious coincidence that the present
Ottoman dynasty supplanted the thirty-
seventh Calipb of the Abbaside dynas-
ty. The Sultan of Turkey, claiming, as
he does, to bo the vicegeront of the
Prophet is the ninety-third in succes-
sion to Abu Bakr, the first Caliph.

It is remarkable that so many Sul-
wons ¢f the Ottuman dynasty have

DIED VIOLENT DEATUS.
Orchan died of excessive grief on hear-
ing of the death of bis favorite son,
in 1359. Murad 1., known in histury
as Amurath, was assassinated, in 13.J.
Bayezid the Thunder Bolt was dethron-
ed in 1400, and died of drunkenness. Mu-
rad Il fell down dead when feasting
with bis fricnds at Adrianople. Baye-
zid 1I. was dethroned by his son, Sehim
the Cruel, 1n 1512 and Sehun aied of a
pestilential boil on the spine cight years
afterward. Mustafa L, the Saint, reign-
ed only three months and was dethron-
ed by the Sheik of lslam in 161%. dlu-
homamad IV. avas dethroned, after a
reign of thirty-nine years, in 1649. Ab-
mud II. died of insamity 1n 1703. Abdul
Hamid I. was poisoned on April 19, 1789,
and was succeeded by his nephew, Sclitn
III,, wko was deposed in 1807. His suc~
cessor, Mustafa IV., was deposed and
strangled in 1808. Mahmud 1I., the re-
former, was poisoned July 1, 1839. Abdul
Aziz was assassinated on June 4, 1876,
and his nephew, Murad V., who was
proclaimed Sultan, was found to be 2

«“ MY OPTICIAN,”

DEALER 1IN HIGIEST GRADES OF

=W SPECTACLES.

TELESCOPES, OPERA GLASSES,
MICROSCOM'ES and EAR DRUMS

Tel 11, 158 YONGE ST., TORONTO.

raving manine, and the present Sultan,
Abdul Hamid 11, reigned in his stead.

Abdul Humid is the sscond son of
Abdul Medjid. His mothor died while
ho was an infant, and he was cared for
by his father's second wifo, a childless
and wealthy woman. He is just b4
sears uf ago, having been burn Sept.
22, 1842,

o has been rightly designated by Mr.
Gladstone *the assassin,” and it is
probuble that this well-deserved titl
will pass down into history just as olu-
bammad 1I. was surgamed the Conquer-
or, Selim I. the Crucl, aud Suleyman I.
the Magnificent. But it scems scarcoe-
ly fair that the reigning Sultan should
have exclusive right to sv fiv a title,
for the long imo of Uttoman dultans s
one of

MONSTROUS CRUELTY

and outrage. In tie reign of Bayezid
I. the great warrior, <Tamerlane of
‘Cartary, invaded bis dominions, and the
two mighty chiefs met on the plaing
of Angora in the spring of 1402 and
fought one of the most sanguinary bat-
tles recorded in history. ‘l'amecrlane
seized the city of Smyrna, then held by
t s Christian Knights of St. John, and
ordered a geueral massacee of vhe in-
babitants without mercy to cicher age
or sex. Thousands of Christian war-
riors were buried alive after their heads
had been fastened under thewr legs. It
was Sultan Muhammad 1l., surnamed
the Conqueror, who conceived it to
his mission to stamp out Christianity.
He entered Constantinopte as the Mahdr
of Isiam on May 29, 1393. Lhe lurks
tushed o the city, meeting with nu
resistance, and the Sultan, proceeding
to the Christian Cathedral of St. So-
phir, stood upon the marble altar and
recited the Muslim prayors. Lpon the
lahing of Cunstapiinuple the meanest
Turks insulted the npblest Christians
with impunity. ‘The Muslim conquer-
urs did not hesitate to commit the vil-
cst outrages on women and children,
in mere wantonness, and yet it is a
remarkable fact that this Sultan issaid
to have been the son of a Christian
mother. He was a man with no re-
deeming virtue, a vicious and sensual
tyrant.

It was Bultan Selim I. the Cruel who
first assumed the title of Caliph. Iec
threatened to kill all his Christian sub-
Jects unless they embraced Islam, and
would bhave carried out his threat but
for the manly attitude of the Greck Pat-
riarch. In return for his clemency he
took the Christitn Church cdifices and
turned them int Muslim mosques, Sul-
eyman, the Magnilicent, slaughtered in
bhattle

TWENTY THOUSAND
Hungarinn Christians, and in Septem-
ber, 1524, entered the cities of Buda
and Pest, without any resistance and
took 100,000 Christians—men, women
and children—to Censtantinople to be
sold as slaves. It was this Sultan who
very nearly conguered Vienna, but the
Austrian capital was saved by the her-
oism and endurance of her defenders.

Sultan Murad IV., who reigned from
1623 to 1640, was notorious for his
crimes. On one occasion be killed several
Christians with his own bands at the
northcastern porch of St. Sophia, and
on another, when he saw a number of
Greek women, dancing in a meadow, ho
ordered them to be seized and drowned.
Among the many cold-blooded murders
of his reign were those of his threo
brothers. ‘This Murad was so greatly
hated for his atrocities that the phy-
sicians of his court opened his veins
and terminated his oxistence at the ear-
Iy age of 36.

The crueltics of the Turkish Sulians
have developed with the growth «f civ-
ilization. For it 18 during tke contury

OWBRIBGE'S LUNG TONiC
FOR THAT COUCH.

HOOPER & (O,

43 King St. W., TGRONTO,

A

which is passing that tho greatest on-
ormitics vo on porpotrated, AMus-
tafa IV. Avas an assossin to tho manor
born, and would have committed great
enormities if fis hnd not been doposed
and assassinated.

Under the reign of Sultan Mahmud
II., designated tho Reformer, from 1808
to 1839, thero was a determination to
conver’. tho Christians of the Turkish
empiro by force, and on this account
Russin decided to subdue and oxtinguish
the power of the Turk. ‘The Russians
captured several ports on {he Black Sea,
but, on the ove of victory, were obliged
to withdraw on account of the

ADVANCE OF NAPOLEON
with his large army into Russian tor-
ritory. On April 6, 1822, the Turkish
troops landed at Samos and butchored
its unoffending people. ‘Twenty-five
thousand men, women, and children
were murdered and 45,000 were sold as
slaves in the market places of I%gypt
and Barbary. ‘The little island of Casos
was ent.rely desolated and 2,000 chil-
dren woro sont to the elave market in
Alexandria.

Sultan Abdul Bledjid was regarded

ag the friend and allay of Christian peo-
ple,and it was in defenco of his empire
that Frar~e, England, and Sardinia sao-
rificed thousands of lives. Sebastopol
wus taken on Sept. 8, 1855, after a sioge
of ten months, 'and during this slege
nearly eight thousand French and three
thousand English soldiers of tho line
were Kkilled. .
. During the reign of Abdul Aziz the
inhabitants of Crete were cruelly treat-
ed, and the island was devastated and
impoverished, like the other Christian
possessions of tho Turks, On Mnéo'L
1873, the Fremch and Germen Con-
su's at Salonica were murdered, and
the revolutions in Herzegovina and Bul-
garia continved for more than a year.
The Bashi-Bazouks attacked and slaugh-
tered 1,200 Christians who took refuge
in a church. The total numbor of
Christiaps massacred at this time was
estimated by Mr. Baring of the Bri-
tish Emlassy at 25,000.

And thus the tale of tyranny goes on.
The only remedy for all this is that
proposed by 3Mr. Gladstone, ramely, to
send the Sultan and his Muhammadan
(s]ul(:jccts “bag and baggage to Bag-
i

A DUEL WITH PILLS.

An extraordinary duel, which at the
time created an immense sensation, was
one in which the decision was arrived
at, not by swords or pistols, but by
means of a deadly poison. The mien
—who, it is hardly necessary to say,
had fallen out over a lady—had left
the arrangement of details to their
scconds, and until they faced each oth-
er they did not kmow by what method
they were to settle their differences.
Onc of the seconds was a doctor, and
he had made ui) far the occasion {our
black pellets, all identical in size and
shape. *“In one of these,” he said, I
bhave placed a sufficient quantity of
prussic acid to cause the almost instan-
tancous death of any one who swal-
lows it. We will decide by the toss
of a coin which of you is to have. first
chowce, and you will alternately draw
and swallow a pill until the poison
shows its cffects.” Two of the pellets
were then taken as tho toss had de-
cided, but without cffest in ecither case.
* This time said the doctor, speaking
of the two pellets remaining, * you
must both swallow the pill at tho same
instant.” The choico was made and in
a few scconds one of the men lay dead
on tho grass.

——

Only cleven days are requiced to
transport a letter from Florence to
New York.
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CHINESE HIGHBINDERS.
DANGEROUS BAND OF CHINAMEN
IN AMERICAN CITIES,
Socleties Orgunlzed to Murder, Steanl, Abe

duct Women, Protect Criminals and

Connnlt Other Crimes-Can Conmunis

cnte With Ench Other By SBigus aand

Tokais.

Quite 08 deadly as tho Italian Malia,
and oven more theroughly organized,
aro the socrot Chinese socioties, which
have a firm footing among the
colestials in the United States, and are
generally known as “Highbinders.”

In California, of course, these oath-
bound, tyranically ruled organizations
are more pumerous and more far-
reaching in their work of assassination
and general promotion of vice and cor«
ruption than they are elsowhere, for tho
obvious reasen that Chinamen are more
plontiful on the Pacific coast than else-
whare. .

Yet thoy have a firm foot-hold in all
the cities, notably in New York, as well
as in Chicago, St. Louis, Philadelphia
and Boston. (

HIGHBINDERS AND THE MAFIA.

Liko the Italian social clubs {or the
promotion of murder and perjury, the
Chinese societics had thoeir original be-
ginning in politics. In China the pres-
ent organizations from which all the
olhers ere branches and ramifications,
are known as the Iriad Society. Thous-
ands of worthies who, from the time
of the Tai Ping rebellion were members
of this group of conspirators and ac-
tive in efforts to depose the present
Chinese dynasty, were obliged to fly for
their lives when our late guest, Li
Hung Chang, suppressed that formid-
able outbreal.

The majority of them came to Am-
erica—to San Francisco—and organized
themselves into branches of the home
societivs, The objects, however, chang-
ed with the changed surroundings. In-
stead of conspiring to overthrow things
politically, the Chinese societies siwply
Lecame permanent Juntas for the ex-
ploitations of debauchery, judicial cor-
ruption and assassination.

The proverbial ingenuity and bland
*'slickness” of the Chinaman were dis-
played with redoubled effectiveness in
these bands, where the most atrocious
crimes were the game and where death
was tlho reward of failure. Their skill
in perjury and in bringing a crowd of
witnesses to the reliet of eny one of
thewr members caught in the tous of
the law is masterly. They are adepts
in the art of assassination, as well as
in the concealment of the weapons with
which their deadly, lightning-like blows
are struck. The fact that one group
of these svretcLes are known amon
themselves as ’hatchet boys” is suf-
ficiently suggestive of their method of
work, but still another favorite wea-
pon with them is what apparently is
a handsome, highly ornamental closed
fan, but which in ity is a formid-
able bar of iren, one blow Irom which
delivered with a f{irm, strong hanu will
crush in the hardest skull.

SECRET SIGNS AND TOKENS.

Equally ingenious are the code of
secret signals with which members of
the murder societies silently communi-
cate with each other, even when seat-
ed at jwide distances apert and in
crowded rooms or restaurants. The
manner in  whick they handle their
cups, the way they place them or the
teapots upon the table all have thoir
significance. Thus tho members of the
Xeo Hing or Chu Eung soci-ties may
be known by the way they raise their tea
cupsg to their lips, while a certain twist
of the queue is an infallible sign of a

Yoo Hing.

the Yeo Hing, Ly the way, i3 tho
principal society in Now York, as well
as in Boston, Philadelphia and othoer
TEastern cities. In San Irancisco tho
Chu Kupg Tong i= the chiel socloty.
having various uifshoots and groups,
cach making a speolalty of some par-
tiovlar line of villainy. L

7”30 mombor of one of theso societies
¢ .aplotely becomes its slave. Ho muat
blindly murder or blind or slash any
one wham tho socioty solects for its
vengeanoce, and disobedience of bewr-
ing testimony, othor than ;tm;umd tos-
tinony to the innoccenos of an accused
momber, i3 as cortain to bring Ueath,
oven though the murked mon fly to
tho ends of the earth, as it is with the
Mafia, .

Sometimes for mild offenses mem-
bers are merely ucoused of some crune
and “raireaded” to prison on perjured
testimony, and sometimes they are
mercly hounded out of every occupa-
tion they get. But in one way or an-
other the vengeance of the Tong fs
sure to bo felt and 13 a constant object
of terror both to Chinamen who are
members, as well as to thoss \who are
not. N

THE WOMAN SLAVE TRADE.

One of the leading industrles of tho
secret societies is the importation and
sale of women slaves, a trafic which is
carricd on not only in San Francisco,
but doubtless in New York, but so sce-
retly as to be beyond police detection,
altbough so far as that is concerned the
Chinese Highbinder knows the pantatu’s
weakness for cash and Christmas pres-
onts” as woll as do any, of the proprie-
tors oi sbady resorts in Now York's
Tenderlomn districty

Theso traders in women do not b
any means take the trouble and ris
of importing their wares. In fact, the
stealng of Chinese women from one
Chmaman and selling her to another
13 a leading feature of Highbinder com-
mercial activity. But it is woe to the
slave who undartakes to escape. Against
her the whole machinery of Highbind-
erdom is brought to bear, the usual
method being an accusation of theft
or other crime, supported by a dozen
or more perjured witnesses, the perse-
cution keeping up until the slave vol-
untarily goes back to end her troubles
or unt'{ some ono of the several Christ-
ian societies familiar with Chinese ways
that are dark comes to her rescue.

A TREMBLING PILLAR.

The Church of St. Nicaise, in the city
of Rheims, is surrounded with pillars,
one of which ®Bways perceptibly with
the ringing of one of the bells of the

towor. When the bell is rung it causes
the top of this pillar to sway to the ex-
tent o? seven irches on each side, al-
though th. base of the pillar is immov-
able, and tho stones are so firmly ce-
meonted as to seem like a solid piece of
masonry. Although cack of the four
bells in"the tower is about (he same dis-
tance from the trembling pillar, only
ono of them has any effect on it, tho
ringing of the others cither singly or all
togothor not causing it to tremble in
tho least. When a board was placed
on the gillar bearing two glasses of wa-
ter, and the bell was rung, at the
fifth stroko of the bell the two glasses
were thrown off.  Curiously cnough,
it was ap_adjoining pillar that former-
ly swayed, then it became immovable,
and some ycars ago the present trem-
bling pillar became the eccentric one.

A solid chunk of lead ore weighing
22000 pounds, turned up in a Joplin,
3lo., mine lately.,
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g to go. 1 guess—"
% don't want any “aresay or
B this witness's testimony.
j ing_at what ho eays.

b and inslsted on the understandin

Rt
want what he knows was done.

j torney, “is our time to
# listoning to hearsay
g does not know.
f such and such was so and so.
R we must have is what he knows cbout
the trade and twhether or not he—"’

® es, having

CHECKING THE WITNESS.

o

i Tao TYestimony of o Carchul Olu Manin tho

Presencc of a Shirewd Young Attorney.
Tho young lawyer was dotermined

4 that if vigilance should accomplish any-
| thing tho case should be deoided in fav-

o¢ of his oliopt, and so when the care-

| ful old mon went upon the stand for
8 tho defenco, the attorney leaned for-
4 ward, propared to fight every inch of
§ the way.

“Mr, Jobnson, the plaintif,” said the
caroful old man, “said that if I would

§ buy the house he would get Mr. Gimp-
| son to relinquish his release.

He said
he thought Nr. Gimpson would agree

“Never mind waat you guess. Weo
guessing.
Your Honor (to the Court). 1 object to
He is puess-
Vo want facts.”
‘Excuse me,” safd tho old man;
was about to say I guess at notﬁu_ngg:
211}

8 cstablisted in my presence. So the two
B men got together, with me on hand, to

liste'g to what they saud. 1 unders.and

“Obhjected to as incompetent. Your
Honor, we don't want to know what
his rean understands was done. }go

()
wapt—"'

“One moment,” said the careful old
maa. "I was avout to say that I un-
derstaud ordinary conversation with

fl come difficulty, and 0 that there might
I bo no error I insisted that they yell

out their propositions in loud toues,

8 which they did until you could hear
M them in the middle of the town. I am
W informed—""

“Your Honor!" cried the young at-
be taken up
evidence? He
He was informed that
What

“T am informed on real estalv valu-
been 2 real cstate agent all
my life,” tho old man &aid, “and I knew
what the worth of that lease wa. to
tho holder of it. Knowing of the facts
I would fix his damages at $78.32. i

g believe—"’

“Objected to os a conolusion and as

: incompetent. What any man believes

is mot mecessarily good proof. I don't
want to Lmow what you belicve, but
what you knows We must insist on
your telling what you know and not

@ what you surmise or what you conjec-
# ture, or what you think, or what you
) imagine.

A court room is not a place
for exploiting what a_man believes, but
what he is sure of. I think the Court

B will support me in saying that we don‘t

want to know what this man believes.”’

B And the young iawyer looked confident-
N Iy at the i

ustice.
“I was 1€voing to say,” said the wit-
ness, ‘‘that I believe that is all.”
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