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ExeLanp.—~The new Bishops of London and
Durham have been enthroned. The vacant
Bishoprick of Ripon has been filled up-by the
appointment of the Rev. Robert Bickersteth,
Reetor of St. Giles’ in the Fields, and ‘Canon of
Salisbury. Mr. Bickersteth, who at the early age
of forty and after having been only fifteen years
in holy orders, has been raised to the Epieco-
pate, is known as a popular preacher of the-
“ Xvangelical school,” and as an earnest and
benevolent clergyman. Ilis selection by Lord
Palmerston will not increase the confidence of
churchmen in the Premier's judgment, esps-
cially when it is remembered that the vacant
diocese contained such a man as Dr. Hook.
Another proof is thus afforded that..a minister
who depends upon mers popularity for bis tenure
of office; is no fit dispenscr-of the Church’s pa-
tronage.

The Court of Arches hes dismissed the appeal
of .Archdeacon Denison, and it appears even to
baa controverted point whéther there is any ap-
peAl to thé Judicial Committes of the Privy
Council. Every step. which is taken in this un-
fortunatoaffair convinces.us more and more, that
there is no tribunal which, under our existing
Constitution of Church and State, has power to
define the Churel’s doctrine. .

The following letter, which we take fiom a

jate number of the Guardian, appears to us to
be remarkably judivious and sensible, and to
mark out the right view which is to be taken by
sound churchmen:

Sir-—The calm but earnest discussion which
is going on in your columns cannat fail to pro-
mote the cause of truth. * I am glad to observe
that your correspondents are beginning to turn
their attention away from the mere techuicalities
of this patticular case, to the simple ground
of the Church’s doctrine. MNay I request your

-permission to propose the fullowing queries,

which, if answered as I imagine they ought to
be answered, might save a good deal of needless
controversy, .
Is it not probable that the awfully mysterious
words of Holy Scripture—* He that eateth and
drinketh unwurthily, cateth and drinketh dam-
nation to bimself, not discerning the Lord’s
Body”—may be all that we are intended to

know, and all that we are capable-of knowing .

about the doctrine ? .
Is it not a fact that the Church Universal has
never attempted to define anything further on
the subject?
With regard to the Roman dogma, that 1ha

wicked eat sacramentally, but not spiritually; -
and the English dogma, that the wickad * press. |

the sacrament with their teeth,” but are unot
¢ partakers of Christ;” wre they not mere vagus
and inadequate, though net necessarily false
paraphrases, which add neitlier force nor mean-
ing to the tremcéndous words of Scripture?

Is it not true that the great teacher of the |

Church, St. Augustin, contradiets himsglf, or-at

least speaks vaguely on the subject; shgw_{t_xg

1
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that either he had,n’o_tiédﬁdidéte_gl £ as.vital, or
that it was beyond -even. :

Is it necessary to beliove.
following propositiongs— - * =

1. Tho words of our Lord, in their plain sense,
¢This is my Body{ ¢This is my Blood/

1I. That thoy who receive worthily dp ¢ verily
and indeod’ receive the Body aud Blood of
Christ.

III. That they who receive unworthily ¢ eat
and drink their own dmmnnation, not discerning
the Lord’s Body.’

Dooes Holy Seripture or the Chuwreh require us
to believe anything positive beyond this?

If not, then is not all this coutroversy as to
the recoption or non-reception by the wicked,
about a dogma not revealed in Holy Seripture,
not taught by the Church, and which is, in
truth, beyond the scope of the mind of man to
understand or elucidate i—Yours truly,

Brighton, Dec. 1, 1856. ‘W. GRESLEY.

The Bishop of London has commenced his
Episcopal career by presiding at a public meet-
ing lield in the parish of Islington for the pur-
pose of raising funds for the erection of ten new
churches in that parish. It is a note-worthy
fact that this one suburb of the metropolis of
England contains a larger population, comprising
200,000 souls, than all the cities of Europe with
the exception of about twelve. The now bishop
subscribed the sum of £600, one-tenth of his
first year's income, aud alluded to the fact that
his predecessor had been instrumental in build-
ing upwards of 200 new churches in London
and its vicinity.

At 2 late meeting of the Society for Pro-
moting Christian Knowledge, the following no-
tice of motion was given by the Rev. Dr. Biber:

% That the standing commiitee be requested to
take into their consideration the sxpediency of
publishing, under the sanction of competent
ecclesiastical authority, an edition of the autho-
rized version of the Holy Scriptures with suck
additions to the marginal readings as might
servo to bring the sense of the original text more
fully and correctly before the minds of the peo-
ple” The motion stands for discussion at the
noxt general meeting on the 6th of January.

Uxitep  Srares. — We limit our Church
" Nows this month to two extracts, one of which,
from the Central Presbyterian, depicts, in forei-
ble colours, the destructive rapidity with which
the “ denominations” are crumbling in pieces;
and the other prosents a curious development of
tho fashionable methods of “raising the wind,”
which religious people have rocourse to, in the

R8P .
miore than:thothreo |

absenca of the Catholic principle of giving to
God the firat-fruits of their substance.

The Central Presbyterian says of tho Bap-
tiste :—

« Eleven or twelve years ago, the acting Board
of Baptist Missions in Boston iefused to appoint
slaveholding Missionaries, and the consequence
was that tho Southern Baptist Churches with-
drew from the Triennial Convention and formed
an organization of their own.

The Baptists of the northern States then held
a special meeting in New York, to provide for
this emergeney, as they were heavily in debt.
And at this meceting, they formed a new orga-
nization which was called *The American Bap-
tist Missionary Union,” and entered afresh upon
their work with apparently great unanimity and
zeal.  Their Southern brethren, however, pre-
dicted that this new organization would bo bro-
ken to pieces by the same sort of “ Radicalism”
that had given it life; and it appears from pre-
sent indicatious that they wero not altogether
falso prophets. For the Baptist Examiner, of
New York, says, “Division, contention, and
alienation, entered the Missions in Burmah—and
what a harvest has been alveady gathered § Who
is capable of estimating the disastrous influences
of the controversies and disclosures of the last
two or three years of our Missionary history £

1t appears that the Rangoon (Burman) Mis-
sion bas separated from ¢ The Awerican Baptist
Missionary Union,” and become independent—
making their appeals for support to another or-
ganization, called the American Baptist Free
Mission Society. Several of the Missionaries of
the Union have resigned. Consequently there
will be two classes of appeals to the Northern

Baptist Churches on behalf of Foreign Missions. |

Oue for-the Missionaries in connexion with the
Union, and the other for the Missionaries who
bave become independent. Thus is it that anti-
slavery radicalism ever tends to strife, and ani-
mosity and contention and division and every
other evil work. The Boston Board sowed the
wind and they seem now to be reaping the
whirlwind”

Our other extract is from a Baltimore papor:
“The ladies of the Sixth church, corner of
Maryland Avenuo and Sixth street, respectfully
announce to the public that their Fair is now
open, and that they will be most happy to re-
ceive visits from all who feel disposed to patro-

nizo them and promote the cause in which they .

are engaged,

The Committeo of Arrangement are most
happy to aunounce that they have succeeded, at
considerable expense, in making an arrangemont
with the proprictor of the celebrated clephant
Young Columbus, who has created such a furor
in private circles in this city, and that he will
exhibit his wonderful sagacity and amazing in-
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. . s
tellect in the performance of various astonish-

ing feats betweon the hours of 8 and 10 during
the weak.

AvustraLia—A now Church Society has
beon lately formed in Sydney. According to
the census of 1851, the members of the Church !
of England in the Diocese of Sydney numbered
66,700 souls, and allowing fox the increase in .
five yoars and for the population at the gold- '
fields, the number may now be stated at 70,900.
To supply the ministerial wants of this popula-
tion, there are at tho present timo only fifty-cight
clergymen, 8 number found to be totally inade-
quate to the spiritual necessities of the peoplo. !
To remedy this state of matters is tho object of
tho Society. How it is proposed to accomplish !
this end may be gathered from the following '
passage in the opening address of Bishop Barker, |
from the chair:—

“In the first place, we are not going to cast !
ourselves upon the voluntary system for the !
future maintenanco of the clergy. We are go-
ing to make use of the voluntary system =5 siip- !
plementary to government assistance, and ara '
about to provo that we deserve additional aid
becausa we use our best endeavours to help our- |
selves. So far from repudiating State assistance, !
1 greatly desira the increase of it in propoxtion :

to the increased wauts of the community, and |
think that if given in such a way as to cali forth
a corresponding amount from the Church, it
would be a great boon. In the second place,
we ‘are not going to abandon the cause of reli-
gious education. I am iuclined to think we
shall do a good deal onits behaif, But1 thisk
that the State may so liberally assist the Church
in her endeavors to educate the children of her
own communion as to make the assistance of
any sociely unnecessary. If the Church and
the Legislature can agree upon the terms on
which this shall be done, there can be no neces-
sity for a society to interfere. I believe that such |
agrecment is possible, upon terms which shall !
not interfere with the right of the clergy to in- !
struct children of their own Church in tho tenets '
of the Church; and I, for my part, shall be |,
ready to meet any proposals of the Government |
with an earnest desire to co-operate with them
in the great work of the education of the peo-
ple.”

Resolutions in accordance with the objects of
the meeting were unanimously passed. Asan
carnest of sincerity of the Bishop of Sydney in
this new organization, it may be stated that he
gave a donation of £500, and promised an an-
nual subseription of £100.

Roasons fer Roturning to tho Cntholic Church ef
England;

IN A CONVERSATION BETWEEN MR, SRCKER, A CHURCH-
MAN, AND MR, BROWN, A METHODIST,

DIATOGUE VL.

Mr. Brown.—Since our last conversaticn, Mr.
Secker, I havo beeu considerably distirbed in
my feelings; not that I have been shaken in my
intontion of returning to the Church, so far at
least as to attond upon her public services once
every Sunday, and upon her services regularly,
for you have proved, beyond reasonable doubt,
that not to do so would be to commit the sin of
schism; and when a duty is once proved, no ob-
jections, however painful their existence may be,
can excuse the neglect of such a duty: but the
uneasiness to which I allude has arisen from this
cause, that after I had almost come to tho reso-
lution altogether to leave the Methodists,—the
reasons for which £ will tell you immediately,—
1 named my intention to some of my {riends,
and they pressed me so strongly with the argu-
ment that ¢ when the Church becomes worldly
and formal, men are not only justified but im-
peratively called upon to separate it,” that I cou-
fess I was unable to answer them to my owan

i satisfaction. Pardon ma, but before you endea-

vour to meet this objection,—if indeed you are

+ able to do so,—permit me to state why I have

thougiit of entirely leaving the Methodists. You
remember what was said 1especting © authority”
as & rula of conduct in our last interview. Now

i if the Church has the right to forbid Dissent,

and even to excommunicate those who refuse to
obey; I cannot but see that her aunthority must
be equally binding as regards partial separa-
tion, such as that in which some Methodists in-
dulge; I sce also that if such separation bo not
absolutely schism, it is the very next step to it;
and then I am all but convinced that no minis-
try is lawful, but that which is Apostolic and
Episcopal. - Now as every thing connected with
Christ and his Church is of the most awful im-
portance, I felt that I durst not longer remain in
questiqnable paths, lest haply I might be found
in those which are absolutely forbidden. T was
therefore about fully to retwrn to the Church,
when the doubis of which I speak as to its

; beipg formal and worldly, were afresh suggested

to my mind in a manner which has made me
feel, particularly uncomnfortable. I know that

-duty never calls two ways, and yei I am, I ac-

knowledge, quite at sea; I fear to move, lest T
should leave Christ, and I dare not stay in flat
opposition to those piinciples of submission to~
lawful and scriptural Church authority which
we were lately considering, and to thosa injunc-
tions which require us to “mark them which
cause divisions and to avoid them,” and the so-
lemn commands to ¢ withdraw ourselves from
every brother that walketh disorderly, and not
after the tradition which he reccived” (Rom.
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xvi. 18; 2 Thess, iil, 6, 14; 2 Tim.,, Titus
dec. &C.) .

Mr. Seckor.—1I understand your difficulty per-
fectly; it is one which long painfully affected
my own mind; but rely upon it, Mr. Brown, it
arises from @ distortion of facts, and a misap-
prehension of duty. You know mnothing i8
easier than to Lring slauderous charges against
either individuals or communities, which, though
they be entircly fulse, it may yet require long
and painful efforts Lo disprove. Thus, if I were
to begin to insinuate in public that you were not
thoroughly upright in your commercial transac-
tions, or not a strictly sober man, false as both
one and the other would be, it might yet cost
vou considerable trouble before you could en-
tirely disabuse the public of the suspicion thai
thers was some ground for the slander. So it
has been with the Church; the Dissenters have
studiously represented it as being devoid of all
spiritual religion, a lifeless image, cold and dead,
~a congregation of mere formalists, who neither
sought Christ nor desired the influences of his
Holy Spirit; while, on the contrary, their own
communities are rapresented as the sanctuaries of
primitive purity and simplicity, in which alone
the truly picus can find either Christian commu-
nion or spiritual profit. With regard to these
latter assertions 1 shall say little,—I do not wish
to become the accuser of the private characters
even of those who, not content with the error of
having forsaken our Reformed Catholic Church,
do yet add tho sins of unholy hate 2.0d slander-
ous speaking concerning ler; this only will I
say, that these who, amongst the Methodists and
otber Dissenters, are the most distinguished for
their woll-informed piety, are the individuals
who have the least to say respecting the piety
of Dissent as contrasted with that of the Church.
With respect to the Church itself, while I know
how far short too many of its members come of
that spiritual devotion, and of that hungering
and thirsting after rightecousness which should
distinguish every believer in Christ Jesus, still I
trust that that ¢ puro and undefiled religion,”
which only springs from a true faith in Him,
and which St. James declares to ba this, * to
keep ourselves unspotted from the world, and to
visit the fatherless and the widow in their afilic-
tion,” is to be found in our Church in greater
abundance than elsewhere. It is charitable to
hope that the Dissenters have commonly judged
otherwise, not altogether from their unholy joa-

“lousy of the Chureh, not to use harsher terms,
but from their strange ignorance of what com-
=poses the visible Church of Christ.

The holy sacrament of baptism was adopted
by Christ himself as the rite whereby all, whe-
ther Jawish and Pagan adults or the infants of
Chrictians, were to be admitted into his Church;
and mark, my dear sir, that as it is the only
rite sanctioned by divine aunthority for this pur-
pose; thorefore, ali who are duly baptized ara

thenceforward positive members of the Church,
and continue to be so, unless, by compotent au-
thority, they are openly excommunicated, and
thereby cast out of the pale of the Church,—a
measure which the Bible only permits in ox-
treme cases. It is ovident, therefore, as the
heart of man is naturally prone to sin, that in
tho Christian as it was in the Jewish Church,
very many of its members will be unworthy.
Tho Methodists and other sectarians, on the con-
trary, have, I fear most unwarrantably, made
new and unscriptural conditions of entrance into,
what they call, their various churches; hence
though they profess to baptize the children of
their people, and thereby to unite them to Christ,
they do most incousistently refuse to regard
them as true members of their religious body
their condition of membership being not that
which Christ instituted, but a test of their own!
This, I may just remark, was not originally the
caso with Methodism ; Mr. Wesley always
strongly insisted wpon it that his people were
not @ Churck, but simply societies within the
Church of England; therefore, however unad-
vised this step might be, still he did not usurp
the authority of Christ, by making new condi-
tions of admission into his Church. Nay, such
an usurpation as this the Romish Chureh iiself,
cither by Popo or Council, never ventured upon;
this was left for the boasted ‘private judgment'
of Dissent to do; and now alas! Methodism has
fully fallen into this snare also, I have wade
this statement for the purpose of showing you
how it is, that, by superficial observers, the
Church should be thought to be less holy in its
members than Dissent; namely, that as the see-
tarians acknowledge none as mombers of their
so-called churches, except persons chosen from
amongst adults who have already exhibited
some degree of seriousness; it may well be sup-
posed that, in proportion to their numbers, they
will have an appearanco of greater purity than
onr Apostolic Church, which does not deny the
rights of membership to any of those who, ac-
cording to Christ's institution, have, by baptism,
been once received therein, even though the lives
of many of them should be far from such as be-
cometh those who have the vows of the Lord
upon them. Thus, Mr. Brown, I think persons
are mistaken as to the matter of fact in the
grounds upon which they suppose Dissent to be
more holy than the Church; for you see that
to make the comparison fair, it is the serious and
dovout communicaunts of the Church, those who
are attentive upon her various ordinances, who
must be compared with the members of dissent-
ing donominations, and then in practic4l godii- .
ness I do not suppose that you yourself think
that the Church will snffer by the comparison.
Mr. Brown—XNo indeed; for though I have
no doubt as to the true piety of very many of
the Methodists, still I am quite of the opinion of
your cardid fricnd the Rev. Mr, ——, ¢that
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piety in the Church is generally much more
solid than amongst the Sectarians™  Your in-
cidontal remarks too respecting the new condt-
tions of church-membership, which the Dis-
senters would establish, strike mo very forcibly;

indeed now you have brought the matter before

me I could wonder how an innovation which
appears so dangerous and -unseriptural could so
long have escaped my observation; it is liko
robbing those of their Christian privileges and
casting them again out of the pale of the Church
into the wide world of iniquity whom, in the
pame of Christ, they have professed to receive
as the children of God; and truly thoso who
are thus treated can never be expected to feel
that having been ¢baptized into Christ’ the vows
of the Lord are upon them. I fearsuch Ostrich-
like conduct towards the ‘lambs® of Chuist, in-
terwoven as it is in the very nature of dissent,
goes far to prove how great is the evil of schism.

Mr. Secker.—TI think then we are agreed that,
with all its faults, we shall not mend ourselves
by leaving the Church in the hopoe of finding a
purer Christain community; especially when
we bear in mind that great improvement, which,
by the mercy of God, has taken place within
the last few years in the Church of England
both as respects Apostolic Order, Seriptural
zeal and personal holiness. But to give your
friends all the advantage of the objection, 1 will
suppose that ¢the Church is as cold in its love
to Christ and as formal iu its piety towards God’
as they imagine, and even then I am prepared
to show, as I stated a while back, that it is an
entiro misconception of the path of duty to sup-
pose that even in suck a case it would be right
to leave her communios, for that the man who
does 5o, is guilty of the sin of schism. This I
prove by the following considerations :—

1. That in the Jewish Chureh, however sinful
were its priests, or however corrupted were its
ordinances, no one could forsake its pale or neg-
lect its services sithout rendering himself liable
to the judgments of Almighty God for so doing.
Thus we find it written in the book of Deuteroe-
nomy, ‘And the man that will do presumptu-
ously, and will not hearken to the priest that
standeth to minister there before the Lord thy
God, or unto the judge, even that man shall
die;’ (xvit. 12) and in Leviticus dreadful are
the  threatenings which Jehovah pronounces
against those who ‘should despise his statutes,

*[The person here alluded to is Mr. Hughes, a
Baptist preacher, who was Sceretary to the Bible
Society. His words are these:

. “From my extensive intercourse with Christians
of all denominations, I have come to the full convic-
tion, that there ave no body of persons in the nation
among whom the Spirit of the Gospel is so consist-
ently oxhibited as among the pious members and
ministers of the Established Church. The picty in
that quarter is of a2 better cast, more deep, more
solid, more simple, more seriptural, less showy, than
in any other,”—Xp. Cn.)

i
|

or whose soul shauld abhor his judgments so
that they should not do aZ his commandments
but break his covenant.’ (xxvi. 15,16, &e.) And
haero you sce is no exeeption made, in caso the
priesthood itself should become unholy, as in-
deed wo know it oft-times did; the commaud
to udity is oxceeding broad. I thus judgo thero-
fore that as schism was & crime so hateful to
God, under the 0Oid Dispensation as to be pun-
ished with death, even so still He moust look
upon it with abhorrence.

Mz, Brown.—DBut what have we to do with
Jewish laws? Christ you kunow came to do
away with the Mosaic Ritual and to set us free
from all such bondage.

Mr. Secker~True; Christ did abolish the
Mosaic Ritual, with all its burdensome ceremo-
nies; but remember, my dear friend, that He
himself says, ¢ Think not that I am come fo de-
stroy the iaw and the prophets; I am not come
to destroy, but to fulfil” (Matt. v. 17.) Now
from tho way in which most Dissenters speak
of tho Jewish Dispensation, one would be ready
to suppose it to have onginated with Moses, and
that Chuist, as its bitter enemy, sought to destroy
it root and branch. Whence, Mr. Brown, I ap-
peal to you as a man of seuse, and candour,
whence has arisen this desire of the Dissenters
to pour contempt upon a Dispensation which
was_cstablished solely by God himself? Is it
not because Zzere, God himseifspeaks so clearly,
both by precept and example, respecting the
Divine authority of Ministers and Rulers, the
necessity of obedience, the sin of division, and
the other ovils necessarily connected with
demoeratic insubordination and religious dis-
sent, that they feel themselves bound, in self-
defence, to deny the authority of these his for-
mer teachings? But this cannot be right; for
God changeth not, and human nature also re-
mains the same in ali ils distinctive peculiarities;
hence I can scarcely undorstand how any honest
marn can dispute that the great principles upon
which God acts towards I1is people must be the
same in all ages; it is the mode ef carrying
them out only which can vary; and it is the
Jewish Church alone to which we can look for
an example of those principles by which He
would have Ilis Church guided; as under.our
Dispensation He tests our reverent obedience
and holy love by pointing us, as it were, to that,
to learn his will as respeets the principles upon

.which he would have his visible Church ordered.

Thus St. Paul tells us that the Jewish Dispen-
sation was ‘the shadow of heavenly (or Chris-
tian) things'; and ¢ the pattern of things in the,
heavens’ (teb. viii. 5; and ix. 23). I judge,
thevefore, by the example of the Jewish Church,
that even spiritual deadness forms no sufficient
apology for our fursaking the Church of God.

2. The next reason, why I tbink it wrong to
leave the Church on acccunt of its supposed
deaduess and formality, is, that no provision for
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so doing is made in the Now Testament. I
have, in our former conversations, shown how
exceedingly strong is its language against the
sin of schism and division; surely then, secing
that so much is said against leaving the one
Catholic Church of Christ, if the formality of its
ministers or members had been a sufiicient rea-
son for doing so, sucl an exception to the gene-
ral rulo would have been explicitly stated;
whereas I thitk you will find, upon examina-
tion, that tkere is not the most obscure iint to
that eftect. X

Mr. Brown.—Nay, there I think you are
searcely correct. I will mention three passages
that do appear to e, 1 confess, to au’horize
soparation; at least I know that the Dissenters
build greatly upon them. “Chey are those:—
“Whercfore come out from among them, and be
ye separate, saith the Lord’ (2 Cor. vi. 17).
The next is this: ‘Now wo command you, bre-
thren, in tho name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
yo withdraw yourselves from every brother that
walketh disorderly’ (2 These. iii. 6). And
lastly, that striking and important injunction in
the Revelations, *And I heard another voice
from heaven, saying, Coms out of' her, my peo-
ple, that yo be nol partakeis of her sins, and
that ye reccive not of her piagues’ (xviil. 4).
These, I think, contain thestrength of the Serip-
tural argument in favour of Dissent; aad would
they not justify it, if only their charges against
the Church of especial lukewarmness wers cor-
rect? which, however, I agree with you in be-
lieving thoy ara not.

Mr. Secier—Ilcally, I am actonished when
once the thing is fairly brought to tho test, to
find how enfirely unsupported Ly Secripture is
the separation from our Church of either {ho
Puritans of formor times, or the Methodists of
modern days. And indeed, my good friend, I
can easily perceive that you ara only ttying to
mako the most of your friend’s objections, satis-
fied yourself that thoy are basoless. I will,
however, take you: texts i the order you gave
them.

_ The first, then, taken frora the Scéond of Co-
rirthians, you will find, if you read the context,
relates solely to the obligation which rested on
tho_oe who professed to be disciples of Christ,
entirely to forsake tho rites of ’aganism, and to
form no intimate friendships, and especially no
watrimonial connoctions, with their heathen
neighbours.  This passage then has not any,
not even the must remote, reference to the rela-
tion which Christians bear to the Church.

¢ The next, taken from the Second Epistle to
the Thessalonians, so far from sanctioning sepa-
ration, does itself pocitively command us to avoid
all stich pu rions; fur the disorderly person whem
the Apestle commands the true Christian to
avoid, is the very man, as the rest of the varso
you quoted says, who walks ‘not after the tra-
dition whick he received of vs that is, who re-

fuses to submit himself to his lawful spiritual
ralers.  And if, owing to a lax stato of disci-
pline, disorderly or worldly-minded persons are
unhappily found in communion with the Church,
the utmeat that this passage enjoins, or indeed
perinits, the conscientious Christian to do, is to
stand aloof from such individuals so far as not
to seok their friendship, or tlosa intercourse;—
to leave the Church of Christ on their account
wore o fall iato that very sin, against which the
text in question is mainly pointed, namely, spi-
riteal disobedionca. In truth, Mr. Brown, it is
this vey spirit of spiritucl insubordination
which osuses so much division. Private mem-
Dber3 of Christ’s Church, instead of humbly seek-
ing tor personal holincss, aro sitting each one in
judgment upon nis brdther, and faneying that
they are to purify the house of the Lord, and to
reprove His prophets.

"Tho last passage you advance, from the Book
of the Hevelations, is an exceedingly important
on3, but has nothing to do with the present
question; it speaks in reference to a Church
which haz apostatized from the truth, or wick-
edly and wilfully corrupted it. The passage re-
forred to CGoes, I think, satisfactorily vindicate
the German Reformess in laaving the Church of
Rosne, though not, I fear, in setting up # new
ano heman polity, and dispensing, on the plea
of neesssity, with the Divine institution of Epis-
copacy; and certainly it fully justifies our own
Church in having thrown off a foreign and un-
scriplual yoke, and in refusing to hold commu-
Bion with other churches, so long as they sanc-
tion the iniquities, and share in the corruptions,
of Papacy. But’ as the Dissenters in general,
and ezpecially the Methodists, do not charge the
Cathelic Church of England with apostaey, or
wilful co.ruption of the truth, this passage,
themselves being judges, does form no apology
whatever for their separation from it, and conse-
Guent violation of the Divine precepts to unity
and spiritual submission, which are so often re-
peated in the Sacred Seriptures. Indeed, the
command to unity in the Christian Cburch ap-
pears to mo to be positive, with this single ox-
coption, that ¢ we ought to obey God rather than
man.’ And therefore, as many of the require-
ments of tho rulers of the Romish churches are
divectly contrary to God’s Word, it is clear that
mon ought not to obey them, and you know
urisss even the laity in the Romish Church con-
form in ecery thing, they aro liable to be cast
out of its pale; 5o that no choico is left to them
but cither to disobey God, or to submit to alien-
ation from the Romish communion. But how
different is the conduct of the English Church!
She teaches no unseriptural doctrines,—enjoins
no suparstitious rites; and yet if the weak minds
of any of her laity should be scrup.lous, she
tenderly bears them, and does not cast them out
of her pale, because they may not comply with
all that she thinks desirable. How tolaily’
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therefore, without excuse, are those who sepa- { the more deoply do I mowmn over the errors

rate from Zer/ for, supposing the charga of for-
mality against her wera true, yaot as sho catainly
doces not forbid her members seeking after all |
lioliness, thoy are in no wise justified in leaving |
ber; Lecanso she neithor enjoins any thing con- |
trary to the Word of God, nor forbids any !
thing which it teaches us to seck aftor,

Thus, then, the state of the seriptural argu-
ment appears to be this,—that in God's holy |
word, the unity of the Church and a dutiful
submission to its pastors is strongly insisted
upon, nay, strongly enjoined; and that no per-
mission whatever is to be found in the whole
Bible authorizing men, under any circumstances,
to forsako the communion of, or to rofuse obe-
dience to, the one Apostolic Church; (saving
tho ono fact, that it should become, as in the |
case of Rome, decidedly anti-Clristian); and
further, that in the Bible we have an example
of the Church of God being in that state in
which the Dissénters profess to believe the
Church of England to be in, namely, itself
lukewarm, and its priests corrupt; and that yet
nono of its members were permitted to leave
it under the pretence of forming a purer church;
but, on the contrary, the man who, at any part
of its history, forsook the Jowish Church, was
declared to be cut off from the privileges of tho
people of God, and was oven to be put to
death! The samo principle is evidenced in all
tho apocalyptic addresses to the angels of the
Seven Churches, and especially in that to the
Church of Laodicea; for, fallen as it was, and
fearful as were the threatenings denounced
agaiust it, 120 one word is said intimating that
the truly piows who remnined in it should leave
it and form a new and purer church; so with
respect to the Church of Sardis, also, surely if
dissent were at all justifiable, the “Spirit” would
have enjoined those few names, *who alone of
all tho Church in Sardis had not defiled their
garments,” to forsake their brethren, of whom
God bimself declares, that though “they had a
name (o live, they were dead,”—but no, not the
least hint of the kind is given. It appears then,
Mr. Brown, 1 think, beyond reasonable contra-
diction, that ke who forsakes the Church of
Ingland does so, not pnly Without the sanction
of the holy Scripture, but in direct opposition
to uts sacred teacnings.

Mr. Brown.—You have indeed most satisfac-
torily answered the objections of my friends.
Ah! Mr. Secker, what a sad pity it is that men
will ®lean to their own understandings,” and
be guided by their own imaginings, rather than
by that ¢ sure word of Propheey” fo which the
Apostle directs us. I tremble to think how
awful is the responsibility which the Dissenter
of every grade takes upon himself.

Mr. Secker.—1I am rejoiced that you view the
matter so seriously; it is, in {ruth, a subject of

vast importance; and the more I investigate it,

and dangers of dissent. There aro yet two or
three other ressons, which are all that I shall at
preseut adduce, which, though not perhaps so
obvious as the last, are yet worthy of your sori-
ous attontion.

8. The doctrino of the Catholic Church of
Christ in all ages has been this, that Ho left
upon earth One Church, and in that Church
cortain holy sacraments and other ordinancos
which were to he administored by One Apos-
tolic Lpiscopal Ministry, and by them only;
and that when so administered, they wore de-
signed to be the channels of Divine grace to the
faithful. I am not now speaking of tho correct-
ness or incorrectness of these doctrines, but wish
simply to impress your mind with the fact, that
they were the opinions of the universal Church
of Christ for thirteen or fourteen centuries, and
aro yet held by its overwhelming najority.
Now the argument which I would found upon
theze facts is, that the conduct of Dissenters in
leaving the One Catholic Church, and making
to themselves teachers who are not of that One
Apostolic line, is in direct opposition to the
doctrines and teachings of the Church, both
ancient and modern; and surely the truly Awm-
ble Christian will fear to associate himself with
those who thus oppose themselves to the wise
and holy, the confessors and martyrs, who have
composed the holy Catholic Church; indeed, if
such an opposition of our private judgment to
the general voice of Christ’s holy and primitive
Church be-not in very many cases indicative of
that “haughty spirit which gocth before a fall,”
I know not what is so. And especially has the
conscientious believer, who has wandered into
the paths of dissent, reason to tremble, when he
considers that, according to the faith of this
Church, the very sacraments are invalid when
adwinistered by unepiscopal or schismatic hands;
a pounT even on this subject is awful to those
who know how “generally necessary” the Bibla
teaches us that Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
are to salvation.

4. Another sin consequent upon dissent is
this, which, however, I think I have named to
you before, that if the individuals who lcave
the Church ere holier and better than those
they leave behind, they, by their dissent, rob
the Church of tho benefit of their righteous
example; of the blessing attendant upon their
faithful prayers; for when a man has left thé
Church, ¢ will not any longer be the subject of
his continual fervent prayers; and then it greatly
prejudices the thoughtless against spiritual reli-
gion, to see its loudest professors thus self-
opinionated and regardless of tho voice of the
Church, and, I must add, so careless also even
as respects the intimations of the Word of God
itself, when they oppose their sectarian preju-
dices. It is impossible to say how great has
Deen the mischief done by dissent in this way.
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6. Lastly, the sin of modern dissent may be
read in the evils which have flowed from ' it.
The Puritans left the Chureh under the plea of
seeking greator purity; and the consequence
has beon tho spread of Quakerism, of the Bap-
tists, Socinians, Chartists, &e., &e., and the sow-
ing of bitterness and wrath and strife amongst
thuso who are called the children of God. For
what sect is thero that does not frequently in-
Julge those feelings towards the Church? Nay,
how can it bo otherwise,—when once men ima-
gine that they aro at liberty to leave the Church
of Christ for every cause, division must produce
discord. Tho Primitive Church dwelt in peace,
because its members were of “one accord,” and
of “one heart and one mind.” And once ad-
mit the right of individuals to dissent from the
One Catliolic Church, and you have no longer
any suflicient agwinent whereby to stop theso
infinite divisions to whichk men’s fancies will
undoubtedly lead them. In the reign of Queen
Eljzabeth, for many years the Chureh of Christ
in England was onoj; now, those who profess
to belong to it, form a most bewildering variety
of sects, the number of which is almost. daily
increasing.  Mr. Brown, can principles, of which
such multiplied divisions are the unavoidablo
frnits, have the sanction of Him who prayed
that “His Church might bo oue, as He and
the Father were one?”

Mr, Brown.— Thank you, thank you, Mr
Secker. I do most clearly seo that the Divine
example of the Jewish Church, the Bible, the
voice of Christ's Chureh, individual safety, the
good of the Church, and the welfare of the
world, are all opposed to dissent; and, there-
fore, deeply feel that the Christian’s only lawful
weapon, when he fears that the Chureh is Iuke-
warm or its ministers unfaithfnl, is fervent, con-
tinual, believing prayer, like that of the Prophet
Habakkuk to Alinighty God, that He will gra-
ciously pour out the influences of His Holy
Spirit, and “revive Iis work in the midst of
the years, and in wrath remember mercy.” May
I, my dear Sir, trespass again upon your kind-
ness, as thero are yet some other matters upon
which I wish to.obtain your views, and will for
that purpose postpone my journey.

*Gold and the Gospel."”

WEe stated last month our intention of giving
extracts from thess exccllent Essays and Lec-
ture; in proceeding lo redeem our promise, we
must again warn our readers that sotne of the
incidental sentiments are such as we cannot en-
dorse, belioving them to be contradictory to the
truth as tought by Christ and is Church;
still, taking them as a whole, we should rejoice

" to see them vory widely distributed.

The two best Essays are undoubtedly those

of Mr. Coustable and Dr. Morgan; though asa
striking platform address Mr. Arthur’s speech
is very worthy of note.

Mr. Constable Lhus speaks concerning Jowish
Tithe?

A& fithe was the geueral law for Isriel, but
Jewish liberality was by ne meaus confined with-
in that limit. . . . How delightful to look
back upon those glorious pages of Jewish his-
tory, when this free spirit animated the nation
as one man; whon all, both high and low, from
the prince and noble to the humblest Israclite,
vied in pouring their gifis into the treasury of
God! . . . How sad the contrast with other
poriods when covetousness and selfishness took
tho place of bounty and gratitude; when not
merely free-will offerings were grudged, but the
appointed tenth was withdrawn! Not less strik-
ing was the. contrast between the conditions of
Israel at these different times. In the one, the
windows of heaven were opencd, and Plenty
poured out from hor free horn, while gladness
dwelt within the heart, and joy beamed on the
countenances of a happy people; in the other,
God in displeasure dried up the fountam whence
the sireams of refreshing love had flowed in their
various channels, and gloom overshadowed the
face, and repining eaddencd the spirits, of the
selfish nation; for it was tme which Solomon
said, Thero is that seattereth and yet increasoth;
and there is that withholdeth wmore than is
meet, and it tendeth to poverty.” “To
give & tenth® was the bounden duty of every
Israelite, but the frec-will offering: depended on
tho ability and wiilingness of the offerer. The
one was required of all the people; tho relue-
tant and grudging were scarcely invited to join
in the other.”

Speaking of the readiness of the offerings to
the Tabernacle, and concerning thoso of oven
later Jowish ages, our author thns speaks:

“ How strangely does it read, in these days
of calculating selfishness, the command which
Moses caused thereon to be proclaimed through-
out the camp of Israel, ¢ Lot nejther mau nor
woman make any more work for the offering of
the sanctuary ! In the wealthy reigns of David
and Solomon, the amount contributed almost
exceeds calculation. While on the retnrn of the
captives, in poverty no doubt, from Babylon, the
language of the inspired historian is brief, but
very significant, ‘They offered frcely for the
house of God, ¢ They gave after their abilify.’
. . . Ob, had they been always thus, and in
other respeets as in this, then would Jerusalem
have been, what she will one day be, *a praise
upon earth.””

“Mr. Constable powerfully Lases the perpetual

® Or rather nearer fhrge-feaths—Eps. Church-
man’s Friend.

|
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obligntion of Tithes, mmongst other reasons,
upon its being not simply Mosaie, but given a3
& law most probably to Adam, certainly to
Noah, and from Lim pervading all nations, not
as a sclf-devised but divinely imposed law; and
henco proceeds concerning its undying charactor
thus:

“ The reason is a plain one. The commands

of God to men con:inue in force wntil they have

Leen repealed by Him. On the contrary, when
a new dispensation (tho Jowish), to answer pe-
culiar circumsiances, was instituted by Him, He
mado this original eommand part and parcel of
its constitution; He gavo it a leading position in
it, down to the latest prophet (Mal. iii. 8.) Ho
insisted on it as most obligatory on His people,
while not one of tho prophets ever spoke of it
as a temporary institution; by the mouth of His
Son He continued still to assert His full claim
to the observance of it (Matt. xxiii, 23), and
thus handed it over in all its force and all its
freshness to the Christian dispensation. Not
one link is wanting in the chain of evidence
which brings this precept from the days of its
primitive appointment down to our own; not a
ghadow of pretence exists for asserting, that if it
had ever been imposed by God, e had with-
drawn ils obligation, or suffered it to become ob-
solete frem want of obgervanee.”

That our authior reasons most correctly and
unanswerably we foel assured. What then must
be the guilt of Protestant Christendom for its so
general neglect of this solemn duty; whereby
God is dishonoured and the souls of men left to
perish?  Are not the iusane divisions and the
notorious worldliness of modern Protestantism
the consequence of God's controversy with us,
He having greatly withdrawn His Holy Spirit,
indignant at the grovelling ingratitude and base
gelfishness with which we have “robbed” him?

Again Mr. Constable, proceeding to consider
tithes even on the ground of their Leing a
Jewish Ordinance, combats in a very masterly
manner the common eiror, that Chiistians are
under no obligation to consider Old Testament
teaching, ov Mosaie law as binding upon
them. He clearly shows, on the contrary, that
whatever God has onco instituted mwust ever
remain in foree, unless it were fulfilled iu the
person of Christ, or distinetly abiogated by
Him, Thus he says:

“ Now naither in the New Testament—where,
in all probability, every departure from Jowish
practice has been noticed—nor in any part of
the writings of the Old, has it ever been hinted,
that in Christian (imes men were to cease to
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honour God with their substance as His seivants -

of previous times had done. 1f such an intima-
tion ean be pointed out, we will at once confess
ourselves mistaken; but since none such can bo
shown, it plainly shows that the obligations of
Christians aro continued in all tleir foree,

“ Again, it is allowed that, even while the
civil and ceremonial laws of Judaism do not
biud Chuistigns, its moral law is still as binding
as over. Now the giving of a Lenth was cer-
tainly & part of the Jewish moral law, and there-
fore it. is n force with Christians, That the giving
of a tenth was a moral duty to the Jows is of
casy proof. It had nothing typieal or ceremo-
nial about it, In all times, both provious and
subsequent to Judaism, the giving of some por-
tion of man’s sabstance to God was estcemed a
moral duty; and when God in the Jewish dis-
pensation, if not before, named & iy 8s His
expected portion, then thoe gift of a teuth to
Him became of moral obligation. Theneefor-
ward it could not be altered, except by the
same authority that imposed it,

“ Every reason exists now, and exists even in

greater force, for the giving of a tenth, which
existed in Jewish times, God is still the Sove-
reign Lord of all, and thercfore to U honoured
by His creatures in those gitts which He has
bestowed upon them. Man is still the recipient
of blessings, and bound to show in some sensi-
ble manner his gratitude and love. The inte-
rests of religion are to be upheld in a world,

which would quickly, if left to itsolf, turn aside

from, and forget, and oppose, the truth. The
widow, the orphan, and the destitute, are still
amongst us,—recommended to us by that same
God who gave them in charge to Ilis ancient
psople. In one important respect the need of a
tenth is more felt in the Christian than in the
Jewish Chioirch. The latter was not iissionary
in its character—its calling was merely (o up-
hold the faith among the chosen people; whi{o

‘that of the Christian is to bear the namae of

Christ to every dark land of heathenism.”

Our essayist thus forcibly states the deepor
obligation of Christians, as compared with Jews,
to abound in thoughtful liberality :

“ Tt is surcly not to be thought of for a mo-
ment that the time of God’s displaying most
fully His love to man is to be scized upon by

the latter as the time for diminishing the expras- {

sion of His gratitude; or the acknowledgments
of God's sovereignty are to be less wunmifest
when He has made us and ours doubly His own,
If the elder and lees prejudicial system honored
God with the tenth” (wo repeat, it was neayer
a fourth at least) “of their substance, can it be
imagined that we, so much more favoured, are
to be left behind them in our gratitude 2”

Concerning the Christian evidence of the con-
tinued obligation of, at least the law of tithe, he
further thus ably argues:

L
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“ As the grand reassn—namely, the honour-
ing of God—still exists in all its force for the
gift of a tenth, as well as the uses to which he
would have it applied, so the Now Testamont
everywhore requires o portion of his substance.
This portion was to be greater or less, according
as God had prospered each individual. (1 Cor.
xvi. 2)  True, a tenth is not named in the New
Testament; but that was not required, becanse
that proportion was already fixed in the O!d.
This is quito n suflicient reason. . . .  Already
laid ,flowu, there was no occasion for its repeti-
tion.

Here we cannot but remark that to the Apos-
tolic Church the Old Testament was the only
Bible; and to it Christians, especially Jowish
Christians, clung with holy tensily; hence there
was no danger of their forgetting such clear mo-
ral precepts as the law of tithe.

Besides, as our author continues,—

“ From what we know of the liberality of tho
early Christians,—in some instances giving away
their all, in others, ¢ out of deep poverty abound-
ing in liberality, to their power, yea and beyond
their power, Leing willing of themselves,—we
should not expect that the proportion of a tenth
would be urged upon them as a duty, when, in
all probability, few of them were satisfied with
that portion, but gave much more. This same
silence has been observed in the New Testament
. on another most important point.”

He refers to Infant Baptism, for the direct
proof of which wo must, as in tho law of tithe,
go to the Old Testament, though for both there
is abundant inferential evidenco in the New.
He also points, as another instance in which the
Old Testament is to a remarkable ‘degree the
almost svle guide of Christendom, namely, to
“the degrees within which marriage is permit-
ted. Now this case,” says our aunthor, ®we con-
tond, is far more difficult of proof thau the obli-
gation of tho tenth.”

But we must for the present stay our extracts
from these able essays, trusting that what we
have now given will be duly pondered; and
hoping to resume them in a future number.

‘Worshipping God according to Conscience.
“WeLL, Thomas,” observed Mr. Sharp to his
pavishioner Thomas Prollstone, when aceident-
ally mecting him ore morning; © Well, Thomas,
T am sorry to hear that you have left the Chureh,
and have joined the new sect lately sprung up
amony the Methodists.”

Thomas.—Why yes, sir: to speak plain truth,

1 have left the Church and have joined the body
|

you mentioned. But I don't see why you should
be sorry at that,

Ar. Sharp—I am sorry; because you have
left the Church, and have becowe guilty of the
sin of schism,

Thomas.—Schism, sir! Surely every man
has a right to worship God according to tho
dictates of his conscience,

Mr. Sharp.—That all depends, Thomas, whe-
ther his conscience bo a right or a wrong con-
science. .

Thomas.—But how can a man’s conscience
be wrong, sir?

Br. Sharp.—If a man pretend tbat it was
against his conscience to pay his debts, would
you say that he acted rightly 2

Thomas.—No, of course not.

Mr, Sharp.—Why not? He says he is act-
ing according to conscierce.

Thomas,—Because, sir, he 15 breaking a com
mon law of honesty, which hLe certainly kas no
right to do. :

Mr. Sharp.—Then you think that hAis con-
science is bound by certain laws: and if it
teach him to act contrary to those iaws, then it
is a wrong conscience.

Thomas.—That’s it, sir.

Mr. Sharp—Very well; I quite agree with
you. But let us apply this principle in the mat-
ter of man’s religion. You say every man has a
right to worship God according to the dictates
of his own conscience.

Thomas.—1I do, sir, and maintain it.

Mr. Sharp.—Don’t be too severe, Thomas.
A heathen worships God according to the die-
tates of his conscienca; so does a Mahometan;
so does a Jew; and of courso since they possess
this vight, their religion (as far as they are con-
cerned) must also be right. Why, then, do we
try to convert them?

Thomas.—Oh, but I don’t mean that, sir
Of cowrse, I meant Christians bave this right,
and no one else.

Mr. Sharp—But since a heathen, Jow, or
Mahowmetan has a conscience as wellasa Clhrds-
tian, who gave you the power or liberty to make
this distinetion ? .

Thomas.— But you don’t think they are
vight, sir?

My, Skarp.—Ah, that is another question,
Thomas. But let us look at your rule with this
; limit, that it must be applied to Christians.
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Thomus.—I think, then, you will find it
right.

Mr. Sharp.—Very well, we shall sco. Now
some Christians (for so I suppose you would call
them) dony the sacraments; some the divinity
of our Lord; and some worship God (as they
say) in images and saints, Should you think
it right to try and convert any of these?

Thomas—Why, yes, Sir; bocause they are
in error.

M. Sharp—DBut they all worship God ac-
cording to their conscience; and surely you
have no right to interfero with them.

Thomas—I sce, si. When I said every
man had a right to worship God according to
the dictates of his conscienee, it must be taken
with certain limits.

Mr. Sharp—Ab, npow, Thomas, you arc :

speaking sensibly.

Thomas—But how are these limits to be de-
fined ?

Mr. Sharp.—Let us try and sce if we can
find out. What do you understand by con-
science ?

"Thomas.—A something within us which ep-
proves when we do right, and reproves when
we do wrong,

Mr. Sharp—But we must first know what
is right or wrong before constience can approve
of the one, or reprove us for the other. Must
we not?

Thomas—Well, I suppose so.

ANr. Sharp—TFor example: If a man were
to commit a theft, would not conscience reprove
Lim for doing wrong? I am speaking, of course,
of conscience generally, not of a hardened con-
science.

Thomas.—Yes, I should think so.

Mr. Sharp.—Why?

Thomas.— Because the Bible says we are not
to steal; and in the case you mention the man
would Le stealing.

Mf. Sharp. — Then, before Lis couscience
could reprove him for stealing, he must first
know whether stealing be contrary to the law
of God o not.

Thomas—Yes, that seems certain.

Mr. Sharp.—So that you sce conscience im-
plies a knowledge of the Divine Jaw or rule,
which should direct or govern 2 man’s own
cheice.

Thomas—¥ou memn, sir, that when a man

doos wrong, his conscience roproves him for
doing wrong, béeause it is based upon the Di-
vino law, which forbids him doing wrong.

Mr. Sharp.—You have just hit it, Thomas.
And so again, before 2 man can worship God
according to his conscience, he must first ascer-
tain what the law of God is with regard to the
worship of God.

Thomas.—Yaes, sir, I seco now.

Mr. Sharp.—And if a man’s conscienco tell
him to worship God niérery to that law, he
has no right to fol.ow his conscience. -

Thomnas.—No; 1 am bound to confess so.

Mr. Sharp.—So that your painciple ‘that a
man has a right to worship God according to
the dictates of his couscience,’ is not altogether
right.

Thomas.—I sce it cannot be dofended, sir.

Mr. Sharp—If the Jew had said that he

, claimed this privilege of worshipping God ac-

i cording to conscience, and had refused to wor-

ship in tke Temple, the one place appointed,
would his worship have been acceptable ¥

Thomas.—1I should say not.

Mr. Sharp—So you see, a man must wor-
ship God (Z.e. to bo accaptable or right worship)
in the manner and place, how and where, God
has made known to us in the Holy Scriptures,
and not according, ashe thinks, to the dictates
of his conscience.

Thomas.—I see, sir, very well what yon
mean.

Mr. Sharp.—Well, then, it remains for you
to consider whether, by worshipping in places
and manner different to the Church, you are
worshipping God, according to His Divino laws.
With this consideration I shall leave you; pray-
ing that God may guide you into all truth.

[Penny Post.

Church Mstters at Clackington in 18%5.
CHAPTER XVIIL

¢ WELLY exclaimed Mrs. Slowton interrogatively,
sitting up suddenly in bed on her husband en-
tering the room, ¢I hope you've settled the
affairs of the parish to your satisfaction; you've
bean long enough about it, at any rate, keeping
people out of their beds when they cught to be
asteep. I should like to kndw what all this
talking has been about, ¢h?  And this *truly
pious’ lady looked hard and sharp and inquiring
to the very frills of her nizhteap.
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“Why, my dear, responded Mr. Slowton
mildly, ‘it has been, as you suppose, mainly
about tho affairs of the parish.’

¢Of course it was,’ said Mrs. Slowton impa-
tiently. ¢ What 1 want to know is tho parti-
culars.

¢ Oh, why, tho bishop as-usual was most kind
and

“Kind !—ono is sick of hearing of his kind-
ness,’ exclaimed Mrs. Slowton vehemently; it
would be o good deal Letter if we heard more
of his being truly evangelical. I want to kuow
if he means to show his kindness to vou by
ruining you, which he will surely do if he nou-

rishes that mad and unjust scheme of Cramp- ;

ton and Jackson and that set, about the division
of the parish.

*Why, my dear, you see,—and hera Mr.
Slowton put out the light, and, we must say,
rather slunk into bed—* vou see, the bishop has
a groat idea, an overstrained one I think, of the
great importance of this place and the prospects
of its increase. 1lo thinks, too, that we have
done a great deal—and he intends—ah-» that
is—ho is*

¢ The amiable Mrs. Slowton had been grimly
silent while her husband went stumbling on in
his search for some term whereby to soften the
expression of the bishop’s decision; and after
npparently enjoying lis difticulty for a moment,

sheexclaimed abruptly:

¢ Come, como; no shilly-shallying, Mr. Slow
ton, but out with it Jike a man. This model
bishop is so impressed with the importauco and
advantages of Clackington, that he considers
you no longer fit to have charge of it, and is
therefora going to turn you out and put some of
his Puseyite pets iu your place—eh #

‘Don’t be excited, my dear, said Mr. Slow-
ton soothingly; ¢ pray don’t, you must not allow
your zeal for the truth, nor vour regard for my
rights to carry you away: the bishop is very
fer from wishing {o turn me out, as you say—
indeed, he could not if he wished it; but he
thinks T have a greal deal too much to do,
aud’

¢ Do, indead I" exclaimed Mrs. Slowton; ¢asif
it was man’s doings that was to save people’s
souls. Den’t you preach the Gospel to them?
and if the people wont hear it, or heed it, surely
iU's uo fault of yours. These Tractariang with
their doings, are always wanting to gei glory to

themselves, Wiretched creatures! if they only
knew what it is to bo evangolical, they would
know that tho less is done by man the more
glory goes to God in the salvation of a soul;
but they are always worrying about work,
work, as if it was not the Lord that gives the
inerease.”  And Mrs. Slowton bounced round in
bed in a state of great disgust at those whom
she was pleased to call Tractarians, genorally,
and with the Bishop in particular.

‘The conversatiou with the bishop was gone
over at length, but those arguments which had
a great influenco upon Mr. Slowton produced
no effect upon his wifo when retailed to her at
second-hand by her husband. She was strong
iu her indignation, and declared that nothing

; should prevent her frem raising the whole parish

and setting them against the project.

Tha next afternoon Mrs. Slowton issued forth
with the full purpose of carrying her threat into
execution. It was 2 beautiful September after-
noon, but the caln boauty of the day did no-
Lb)n«v towards tranquilizing the angry vexation
of her spirit.  She avoided Mrs. Brown, whose
shrewd worldly sense was not sufficiently subor-
dinated to her religious prejudices to be as easily
wronghit upon as she desired, and whe, together
with her not very brilliant but honest-hearted
busband, were so wonderfully taken with the
bishop that she was doubtful of her ability to
alarm them by fears of his tractarianisin, or to
excite any fecling against him and his plans by
charging him with injustice tewards hor hus-
band. She resolved that such suggestion should
reach them through others, and to this end she
directed her stops towards Mr. Jeremiah Cry-
son’s. The wife of that orthodox gentleman,
who was, like her husband, among the ranks of
the truly pious—indeed, T may say they were
both in the front rank—received her with asort
ot duleful gladness, which was considered spiri-
faal )

*Good day, dear Mrs. Slowton, she ex-

; claimed; ‘I am deligbted to see you; it is so

kind of you to come to se6 us o soon after all
your late futigues: I am sure I felt for you
very much, for though bishops are all very well
in their way, 1 \\ould rather nol have one to
stay with me for a week—of course I mean no-
tling disrespectful towards his lordship—I'm
sure he is a very agreeable porson, and al-
though’
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" Jeremiah—he is only down in his office.
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¢I wish he had staid away altogetber,’ said
Mrs. Slowton abruptly, ‘and not come here pok-
ing his noso into other peopla’s business, and
trying to steal away the hearts of the peoplo by
fair speeches, o that he may the more ensilr
pervert them from the simplicity of the Gospel.’
And the worthy lady sat erect, looking the very
embodiment of evangelical meekness.

¢ Ah, there now, that’s exactly what I was
saying to Jeremiah,’ exclaimed Mrs. Cryson,
with an expression of great satisfaction. ‘I said
to him after we came homo that night from
Mrs. Brown's party, where the bishop made
himself so agreeable to every one, that I should
not be in the least surprised if he should turn
out to be a Jesuit in disgnise, I am sure ho
does 1t believe the Gospel, and he managed so
to draw onu towards him, and to get such a
strange hold over orie, that I am sadly afraid of
ban, T was sure I would hear something sus-
picion. of him, and I sm so much obliged to
you for coming tc let us know—fore-warned,
you kuow, fore-armed.

¢ Very true, Mrs. Cryson,” returned Mus. Slow-
ton; ‘and never was greater need of being fore-
armed than in this case, for you little know
what is in contemplation; and Mrs. Slowton
looked awfully mysterious.

¢ Bless me? exelaimed Mrs. Cryson, excited
by her curiosity almest into a kind of incipient
prophanity. * What is going to be done? Some
half popish plan against the purity of.the Gos-
pel, no doubt.’

‘You may say that, returned Mss. Slowton, !

fand a deeply laid and plausible one it is, as
you will see when I explain it to’

¢ 0, stop a moment, dear Mrs. Slowton,” inter-
rupled Mrs. Cryson—*just a moment, till I call

* will be delighted to hear what you have found
out, for he has been long suspicious that Mr. :

Crampton and Mr. Jackson have been haiching
some plot between them,’

Mr. Jeremiah Cryson was accordingly sum-
wmoned from his office, where he carried on the
business of broker and land agent, in the pur-
suit of which occupation he had acquired the
reputation of driving uncommonly keen bar-
gains.  When lie once got scent of the probable

. disclosures of Mrs. Slowton, he looked 25 much

alive as if he was aboul to eater upon a transac-

He i

tion by which he intended to clear 100 per cent. .

¢ And now, pm), Mis, Slo“ ton, he g:ontmuod
after tho usual greetings were over; ¢ what. plans
aro these which Mrs, Cryson has hinted at as
likely to be carried out to the iujury of the pro-
testantism of this parish ¢

¢Why, ¥ou see,’ answered Mrs. Slowton, con-
fidently, ¢ the bishop wishes to introduce his own
opinions into this place—of that there can bo no
doubt; and he i3 ovidently the more deter-
mined upon this since he has found a few under
the Jackson and Crampton influence, who, cor-
rupt as those opinions are, regard them with
favor. Ho is fully bent, I do believe, to mako
Puserites of us all.?

¢ Is be? said Mr. Cryson significantly; ¢don't
he wish he may succeed, tkat’s all?

¢ Yes, that's all, echoed Mrs. Cryson.

¢At all events, he is resolved to ¢ry, conti-
nued Mrs, Slowton, ¢but with the dopth that

marks these Jesuitical sort of people, he clearly .

sees that the great obstacle to the success of hig
plan is tho evangelical nature of Mr. Slowton’s
preaching. :

¢ Ah, dewr Mr, Slowton,” sighed Mrs, Cryson,
‘what a blessing we have in him¥

¢ His olject, therefore,” Mrs. Slowton conti-
nued, without much regard to such a matter of
course interruption; ‘his object plainly is to
persecuto him, and’

¢Oh! exclaimed Mrs, Cryson with a look of
horror—* persccute Mr. Slowton?

¢ Well, upon my word,’ said Mr. Cryson; ¢ we

are coming to a pretty, pass—we'll have the in-

quisition next.’

*The first step,” Mrs. Slowton resumed, ¢is to
neutralizo bis influencé as much as possible, by
taking away the greatest part of the parishfrom
hiin and giving it to some of his Tractarian fol-
lowers, and this step has been actually resolved
upon.’

¢ Infamous? exciaimed Mr. Cryson.

¢ Unpardonable !’ echoed his wife.

#It is a fact, nevertheless) observed Mrs.
Slowton.

The whole party sat for a moment silent and
aghast at the extent of the bishop’s turpitude.

+And what's {o be done? asked Mrs, Cryson.

* That is tho question,” ssid Mis. Slowton.

Dono ! exclaimed Mr. Jeremizhy ¢ why, we
went stand i, that's all. We'll show that we
are Protestants; we wont have our intollecis
corfined and our souls enslaved; we'll stand up

.

i



78 TIHB CHURCHMAN'’S FRIEND.

for Mr. Slowton and the purity of the Gos-
pel!

*Yes, wo will,’ responded Mrs, Cryson; ‘and
we'll have a public meeting and denounce their
jesuitieal designs,’ continued Mr. Cryson, moro
energetieally. ¢ And 'll obiain the use of the
columns of that truly Protestant paper The
Clnckinaton Repeater, and T'll expose the crush-
ing tyranny and despotism and injustice of this
smoath-tongued bishop,  We'll show them that
we are resolved to maintain civil and religious
liberty to the last extremity., And Mr. Jere-
minh Cryson flowished his pocket-handkerchief
and loaked heroic. .

‘T am sure we are deeply indebted to you,
Mr. Cryson, for the warm interest you take in
our behalfy said Mrs. Slowton, ¢and it is well
that Mr. Slowton has some one to uphold him;
for with his yielding disposition the Bishop may
carry every thing his own way.

*But did not Mr. Slowton stand upon his
rights as Rector of the place?’ askd Mr
Cryson.

€0, it was all in vain, replied Mrs. Slowton,
*the Bishop would listen to nothing of the
kind. He scems to have been very high and
mighty—he declared that %e was the pastor of
Clackington, and that Mr. Slowion was merely
his subordinate whom he could order about as
he pleased.’

¢This is not to be borne, said Mr. Cryson
indignantly, ¢and we wont bear it either. We
must take immediate steps to arouse the people
of Clackington to defend the rights of the op-
pressed, and to prevent themselves from being
made papists of. There is somo underhand
work going on, I'm sure. I know what Mr.
Jackson’s predilections are ; and as for Rr.
Crampton, we all know what he is, and what
lie would desire; but we'll frustrate them—
wao'll out-general them, though no doubt they
have got the Bishap’s ear.

¢I'vo no doubt,” said Mrs. Slowton, ¢that the
whole movement is due to the influence of Mes-
sers. Jackson and Crampton and those of the
new comers into the place, who have little sym-
pathy or {ellow-fecling with tho old parishioners.
They talk about their Churchmanship,—a nice
way to show it, by opposing and caballing
against their pastor.’

¢ Yes indecd,” echoed Mrs. Cryson, ‘but it's

when it suits themsolves and all rebellion and
opposition when they cannot carry evorything
their own way.

¢ Never mind,” observed Jeromiah, ¢never
mind, wa'll show them that wo are not going
to be trampled upon—we will soon raise a
storm in the place that they don’t dream of. Wo
kuow how to stop their tractarian designs—and
the first thing to be done is to spread these
dismal tidings among the truly pious members
of the congregation, and the next is for you to
keep Mr. Slowton firm in the maintenance of
his rights.

*Tll do my best,’ replied Mzs. Slowton, ‘and
if I can keep him clear of the Bishop's influence
I may succeed; howover, nothing cau express
the gratitude we owe to you, Mr. Cryson/

‘Pray don’t mention. it said Mr. Jeremiah
with a sanctimonious look of important self-
satisfaction, ¢I am only endeavoring to act upon
principlo in any endeavowrs I may make in up-
holding the Protestant Faith, and in dofending
those who are unjustly treated. While, of
comrse, gladly acknowledging my friendship for
Mr. Slowton, I wish to act, not upon personal
motives, but upon abstract principles of right
and wrong,’ and Mr. Jeremiah Cryson looked
the very impersonation of the highest virtue.

The conversation was long continued but at
length the party broke up, and while Mrs. Slow-
ton returned to her duty of bringing Mr. Slow-
ton up to the mark, and,if possikle, keeping
him there, Mr. CGryson and his wife went off in
different directions bent upon the usual evange-
lical plan of hampering the Bishop's plans for
the spiritual good of the place by eliciting po-
pular feeling against those plans Ly the means
of misrepresentation,

Saiuts.
WEe never could understand the extraordinary
antipathy which many Christians have to the
word Saint, except when applied to themselves.
It is certainly true that the Church of Rome
has in her calendar given the title to a good
many persons whose claim to it is of the most
doubtful kind; but this surely is a very insufii-
cient reason for refusing it to those who in their
lives and deaths, gave the best evidence of a
saintly faith and saiatly character, and of whom
even the Holy Seriptures testify that they were

just like them, all obedience and submission | “called to be Saints” If no loyal Englishman

paa
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would speak of his Queen ns “ Victoria Guelph,”
it does cortyinly appear very like irioverence
to designato “ the disciple whom Jesus loved”
by tbe same plain “John,” which we should
apply to our coachman or footman. The same
spirit exhibits itself sometimes in shrinking from
any mention of holy men of old times, as if all
virtue and holiness dated from the Reformation.
We have before us a recent number of the
«Youth’s Penny Gazette,” published by tho
American Sunday School Union, which contains
a very beautiful and well-known legend of St.
Ambrose and an Italian youth. DBut we are at
a loss to concoive what good purpose is served
by travestying that holy man into Mr. B—, the
youth into Henry B—, and the touching lan-
guage of tho narrative into Yankee slang.

Leerurgs yroN Hisroricar PorrioNs oF Tie
OLp Tesrament, by A. N. BEruesg, D. D,
Archdeacon of York, &e.

Wz have received this little volume at so late a

period of the montb, that we can do little more

than call the attention of our readers to its pub-
lication. The Canadian Church has, as yet,
contributed littlo to tho literature of the day;
of that little, however, we have no cause to be
ashamed. During a recent visit to the neigh-
bouring Republic, we were gratified to learn
that Dr. Beavan's catechetical books are in very
general use in Church Sunday Schools, and
that Mr. Townley’s little work on « The Sacer-
dotal Tithe ” has elicited the warm approval of
many distinguished American Churchmen. The
volume before us will, we are sure, add to the
reputation, not only of the Author, but of the
Chureh, in which he holds a distinguished
position. From a cursory examination we are
disposed to judge that these lectures are emi-
nently practical in their teaching. Avoiding
controverted points of doctrine, and curions
speculations, they appeal to the heart rather
than to the intellect, and enforce the lessons
taught in the histories of the Old Testament by
clear and cogent arguments, and in singularly
graceful language. We take, almost at random,

a brief extract from the lecture on ¢ The Shu-

nammnitoe and her Son:”

““ There were bright and happy years after that,
the child grew in stature and in wisdom, and, under
the Prophcet’s tuition, we can believe also in picty,
grace and goodness. About that cherished plant,—
so cmphatically of the Lord’s planting,—thcre was
all that was beautiful and engaging. He was the

|
i
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|
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pride of the Shunammite’s house; and it can be be-
lieved that the great Elisha felt towards him more
than the love and interest of a spiritnal father.

“ But, perhaps, in the parcnt's contemplation of
his growing ripeness and beauty, there were somo
minglings of the alloy of this world. The soul, from
its becoming sense of joy and thankfulness to God,
may have stidden into a secret idolatry ; and, in the
many speculations of a fond yet wayward heart,
there may have been an occasional momentary for-
aetfulness that what was man’s treasure was also
Qod’s gift.

‘Phe heart is made better when, by a chastening
from heaven, it is assured of this error,  The little
son of the Shunanmmite, in an unexpeeted hour, is
cut off in the midst of his sports and playfuluness.
The flower, in the fulness of its bloom and beauty,
is severed at a stroke. There is no premonitory
languor, no gradual decay; but, in an instant, at
one sweep of the destroyer, the fair plant is pros-
trated and dies. But few cries escape the little
sufferer; the low, faint moaning is soon hushed in
death. The assiduitics of maternal care avail not;
the applinnees of medical skill cannot avert the
deathi-stroke.  Lingering, where in health and
strength and playfulness he loved most to linger, he
siahs bis life away upon his mother’s knees.”

Fliscellony,

Though it be unquestionable that there is
Ommipotence and Omniscience in Gop, and I
cannot have a clearer perception of anything
than that I am free, yet I cannot make IFreedom
in Man consistent with Omnipotence and Om-
niscience in God; yet I am as fully persuaded
of both as of any truth I most firmly assent
wnto. Therefore, I have long since given off
the consideration of that question, resolving all
into this short conclusion, * that if it be possible
for God to make a free agent, then am I free,
thofigh I see not the way of it."—Locke’s Fami-
liaT Letters, !

Bisuor BzrrerLey 1N Ruope Istaxp——
Though, as he declares, for every private rea-
son, he prefared ‘Derry to New Eungland,
pleasaut was the abode, and grateful is the
memory, of Berkeley in this rural seclusion. A
succession of green breastwoiks along the brow
ofghe hill beneath which his domicile nestles,
by reminding the visitor of the retreat of the
Anmerican forces under General Sullivan, brings
vividly to his mind the Revolution and its in-
caleulable influence upon the destinies of a land
which so eaily won the intelligent sympathy of
Berkeley; while the name of Whitehall, which
he gave to this peaceful domuin, commeriorates
that_other revolution in his own country where-
in the loyalty of his grandfather drove his
famgy into exile.  Buat historical soon yield t6
persgnal resollections, when we consider the
menforials of his sojowrn. We associale ihis
landscape with his studics and benevolence;
andg when tho scene was no longer blessed with
his gresence, his gifts remained o consecrate
Lis Remory. In old Trinity, the organ he be-

peals over the grave of his first-born in
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the adjoining burixl ground. A town in Mawp-
chusetts bears bis name.  Not long since a o~
sentation copy of his * Mute Philosopher™ w118
kept on the ible of an old lady of Newprat,
with reverentinl care. In ona fumily his-gif:.of

. a vichly wrought silver coffee-pot, and in ao-
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ther that of a diamond ring, are cherished heir-
looms. His raro and costly books were Gis-
tributed, at his departure, atong the residunt
clergy. ILis scholarship nt New Haven anpu-
ally furnishes reeruits to our chureh, bayy or
medical faculty, In an adjacent parish the
sacrament b cup was Lis donative.  His legi-ay
of ingenious thoughts and benign sentimev?. is

associated with hanging rocks that are thae- -
p . - plunder,

ward baundary of his farm; bis Christian mish-

and mother, Old enough, as ho tbinks, to

~judga for himself, he dJisplays his freedom by

- the estates of the abbeys,

‘wood. .

showing that he fears neither God nor man.
This is his ideal of the unly state.—“ Causes
of Filial Impiety:”.a-Seiimon by Rev. E. Har-

Ropoine Gup'—In Genmany (says a certain
writer, and we may add in Britain too!) the
nobility being pour, were anxious to possess
themsclh es ot the riches of the monasteries and
This indeed they

+ effected with great avarice and rapine; yet it

istry with the ancient Church; and his vi*se -

with the progioss of America.—H. T. Tuckar-
mall. -

IxpErenpENCcE oF AMericas Yourn—Buys
in this country leave home at a very early o,
Bofore the tenderness of their childhood Jas
passed away, they are swumoned from the di-
rect immediate care of their pavents, to Leyin
the hatd duties of their lif:: they are called to
take their place in warersowms and stores, in
offices and counting-rooms, in workshops; in
ships, They start to seek their fortunes jus. at
the time whon pracept aud example tell y.ith

does not appear that either the German princes
or lerds becamo rich in consequenco of their
“ Experience,” said Lutber himsclf,
* teaches us tuat thuse who have appropriated
to themsclies the wealth of ths ecclesiastics,
fuund in them nothing but an additional source
of indigence and of distress” The Reformer
quotes the words of a Counsellor of the Eicctor

' of Saxony, who says, * Wo nobles have added

great power apon their own character, whatt the |
atmosphers which surrounds them cairies; to !

tho very roots of their mornl being either herth-
ful energiviesror poisonous lungaor, How <3.es
this early exposure and discipline affeet tuys
who have not formed habits of obedienee-2ud
filial roverence? Just consider the atmosrifire
of ‘most places where men are congregated: lo-
gether in the way of daily labor. How diwle
reverenco is there; how much profanity ‘nad
blasphemy 3 how little faith; how much of 3he
sntanis, A new comer into a school, or golirae,
or broker’s office, or lawyers, or morchant’s
warehouse or couuting-room, or workmon’s shop,
is surveyed, commented upon by his assotjutes,
and then the morsbstaff he is made of is figh-
with put to the test. Kot blasphemy onlrfhut

i

strong envy of the sneeessful; hatred of thé iieh,

a disposition to do'ag little as }mssib!e, e, to
extort as much as possible, idol

atry of muney,

fove of all the plensures which money can-pur-

chase,—thess form the ingredients of the moral
Atmosphers juto which he is thrust IUhat
awaits him, unless mighty counteracting “miiu-
ences shield him ¢ I%e begomes as they. with

svhom ha assoeiates, whose words he datly “mars !

wheso exampls, he daily feels. He benle to
think hjmscll wiser than any -one olser e
wishes $o bo udependent - and indeper:iines
1s supposed to mean refusal to {ake any vne's

.+ advice, and to do what ona pleases. Al thzught

FYPRE PO

of law and authority is distasteful in #h ex-

treme, e gets beyeud submitting to kiv sther
g . ng R
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to our Baroniul property that which belonged to
the Convents. Yet by some means ov other,
this property of the Convents has devoured and
consumed our Baronial property; so that at
present wo no longer possess the property of
cither cne or the other.” He concludes by the
fable of the eagle, who, stealing from the altar °
of Jupiter a sacrifice which was placed upon it,
took with it into Lis nest a burning coal which '
set fire to it.”

Jimtry.

‘¢ 8ir, wo would sse Jezus.”
St. Jonx xii. 21.

Would yo see Jesus? «Come, with prayer,
Angd leart repentant®to His feet;

None who will rightly seck Him there,
Shall fzil his fuce of love to great.

Would ye sce Jesus 7 Come, with fuith,

And “scarch™ the word His grace hath given
For help and guidance, in the path

‘That leads to His abode in eaven.

Would ye see Jesus?  Come, and lave
In the baptismal waters blest;

Buried with ITim in that sweet wave,
Ilis band shall lead to shores of rest.

Would yo see Jesus? Lol he stands
Beside the Apustolic throne;

And grants thro th e dean eatstiets Wd hands,
Grace to confirm and ble.s Fis own.

Would ye sce Jesus?  Cowge, 2ud bow
In faith, at s dread Altat’s side;
For there he ever waiteth ncw,
To feed the souls for ~hom be died

Would ye see Jesus? Day by day
Let thought ond converse be on high -
And hast'ning on the Heav'nward way,
With Jesus live—with Jesus die.

Yorald Ofce—~Fo'irgon & Wade, Iriuters.
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