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hﬂmmwlntecedenu in respect of
mm.ndmcepuﬂs . . .. which
Nlltotdemrtnretorn.uolhu creative work

i 'Mwmwry By his earlier traiming
bwhflq.& method and conception of the Pro-
; ﬂ@uzﬁon —“C") of social development.
theEngumclnulal'Md

tical subscriber to the meta-

jp say that never before in the .

d has there existed a socalntw
‘stion to which the terms ‘‘moving’’ and * ‘dynamie”.
'mbcloj&mﬁedutomodemsomety

"'ern thought has been leuﬁd
n of the world, both the aocul
cl'lil world " of mtnre atm a8

mhﬁonlry proecess. By, “eausaﬁon" Wwe mearmn,
how it happened.’”’ Broadly these schemes of caus-
ation group themselves into two kinds—the teledlo-

% '.giai, of which Hegelianism is an example, and the

‘nof-teleological charaeteristically the scheme associ-

et lt_oa with Darwinism, which achieves its purest and

strietest expression in the mechanistic coneeption
nloﬁ a8 a working hypothesis in enquiry into phen-
omena of existence by the later post-Darwinian
lelcnee of our ‘day. A teleological conception of
mlnhon mean evolution to a goal or end, imply-
fng purposive direction in the ‘““‘trend’’ of things;
generally, in the apprehension of old-fashioned evol-
utionists, a meliorative trend is conceived of, indi-
. sating a belief in a benign order of nature. The con-
éeption is shot through and through with the ‘‘anim-
ism’’ referred to in last issue. An element of per-
~ wonality is projected into the proeess which the pon-
_.teleological Darwinism see& as an impersonal, faech-
umlphy of brute forces looking to no end. It is

_‘.Lw that that science which aims at a statement

55

ﬂbpbanomem of process in terms of the “‘nor-
‘states of ‘‘equilibrium’’-or ‘‘rest,”’ and

to those states, exhibits thus vestigial re-
dthelnhnhﬁepropendty. Be that as it
us ask what lies behind the belief in a
tregd in things to a goal, so characteristic an elem-
mtil?w. philosophy, since it is he whom we

conscious thought proces-
“prhnjttvenrgeuaenseof

isms wherein life awakens; then in animals, in which the
Idea attains to the twilight of reason: finally, in men,
where reason rises into mind and achieves self-conscious-
ness and freedom. As self-conscious mind it expresses
itself in the history of peoples, in religion, art, philosophy,
in human ipstitutions, in the family and in law, until it
realizes itself in the State as its latest and highest object.
According to Hegel, then, the universal Idea develops into
Godhead in proportion as the material world rises from
the inorganic to the organic, and, finally, to man. In the
«'ental part of man, e Idea arrives at self-consciousnes
and freedom and becomes God — the Absolute.”—(M.
Beer.)

What is this Hegelian ‘‘ Absolute,’’ this final goal
~.of evolution, but perfection and, here deep calls to

y = deep; perfectlon means rest, rest from the contra-

wdictory elements that make for a changing world,
‘ icating the disturbing unfamiliar and the un-

'V“foueen the unforseeable and the chane@s of con-

flict and failure ever dogging our footsteps in life.
The desire for rest of this over-driven, ealamity rid-
den humanity has its corollary in a ‘‘love of ease,’
loveof ease is the primitive urge, the universal ideal.
How many ‘‘Heavens, the visigns of unfulfilled de-
sipe,”” has it not inspired?
W hwiklao," ‘Bays mnavey.
“Lhe idea hﬂs assimed diverse forms and colors. But all
of them have involved the conception of a completed ac-
tivity, a static perfection. Desire and need have bSen
treated as signs of deficiency, and endeavor as proof not
of power but of incompletion. In Aristotle this concep-
tion of an end which exhausts all realization and excludes
all potentiality appears as a definition of highest excel-
lence. It of mecessity excludes all want and struggle and
all dependencies. It is neither practical nor social. No-
thing is lefts but a self-revolving, selfsufficing thought
engaged in contemplating its own sufficlency. Some forms
of Oriental morals have united this logic with a profounder
psychology, and have seen that the final terminus on this
road is Nlrvana] an obliteration of all thought and desire.
In medieval sé¢ience, the ideal reappeared as a definition
of heavenly bliss accessible only to a redeemed immortal
soul. Herbert Spencer is far enough away from Aristotle,
medieval Christianity and Buddhism; but the idea re-
emerges in his conception of a goal of evolution in which
adaptation of organism to environment is complete and
final Im popular thought, the conception lives in the
vague thought of a remo.te state of attainment in which
we shall be beyond ‘temptation,” and { nwhich virtue by
its own inertia will persist as a triumpbant consummation.
. The falacy in these versions of -the same idea is per-
haps the¢ most pervasive of all fallacies in philosophy. So
common is it that one guestions whether it might not be
called the philosophical fallacy. . It is forgotten that
success is succesa of a specific effort, and satisfaction the
fulfilment of a specific demand, so that success and satis-
faction become meaningless when severed from the wants
and struggles whose consummation they are, or when
taken universally, all-inclusively.”

So much for Hegel's goal and other like ‘‘per-
fectionists’’ ideals. In the actual practice of life,
- goals and ‘‘ends’’ we aim for are merely turning
points to fresh courses of activity and another fut-
ure full of contingencies. -Let me now turn to
Hegel’s dialectic, his scheme of causation of the
evoHtipna.ry process, of how he conceives it hap-
pens:—

"Bymuahcucmomomnmumoodmemot
muw«.mmamamomw
“the destruction of his assertions and proofs, the bringing
into - relisf of the coniradictions and antitheses. When

mbqldu-ly this art of discussion, in -spite of its eon-

mmmwm(mum

tual work, is seen to be very useful, because, out of the
clash of opinions, it brings forth the truth and stimulates
to deeper thodght. Hegel seized hold of this expression
and named his logical method after it. This is the dia-
leotic method, or the manner of conceiving things and be-
ings of the universe as in a process of becoming, through
the struggle of contradictory elements and their resolu-
tion. . . It is precisely opposition or antithesis,: which
sets things in motion,, which is the mainspring of evolu-
tion, which calls forth and develops the latent forces and
powers of being. Had the earth as a fiery, gaseous mass
remained in that state, without the contradiction, that is,
the cooling and condensation taking place, then no life
would have appeared on it. Had the State remained auto-
cratic,, and the contradictory principle, middle-class free-
dom been absent, then the life of the State would have
become rigid, and the bloom of culture rendered impossi-
ble. Had Capitalism remained without its proletarian
contradiction, then it would have reverted to an industrial
feudalism. It is the contradiction, or the antithesis, whieh
brings into being the whole kingdom of the potemtialities
and gifts of nature and of huwinaniiy. Only when the con-
tradictory begins to reveal itself does evolution to a high-
er plane of thought and existence begin. 'l'lnthln‘ ¢
or being, against which the contradiction om 'tt
called by Hegel the Positive, and the contradiction, or tb
antagonistic element, or the antithesis, he  eslled ﬂ
Negation. ‘The contradiction, however,’ -n Hegel, 1a°
the source of all movement and life; ogly Wq it
gontains a .contradiction can nnytlung have - movement,
mc efifet’ "R

. This thonght of Hegel's is of extraordinary import-
anee {or the understanding of Marxism. It is the seul of -
the Marxian doctrine of the class-struggle, nay of the
whole Marxian system. One may say that Marx is always
on the look-out for contradictions within social develop-
ment, for wherever the contradiction (antithesis—class-
struggle) shows itself, there begins, according to Marx-
Hegel, the progress to a higher plane.

“We have now become familiar with two expressions of
the dialectical method, the positive and the negation. We
have seen the first two stages of the process of growth in
thought and in reality. The process is not yet complete.
It still requires a third stage. This third step Hegel eall
ed the Negation of the Negation. With the continued oper-
ation of the negation, a new thing or being comes into ex-
istence.

“To revert to our examples: the complete cooling and
condensation of the earth’s crust: the rise of the middle-
class State: the victory of the Proletariat: these things
represent the setting aside or suspension of the Negation:
the contradiction is thus resolved, and a new stage in the
process of evolution is reached. The expression Positive
(or affirmation), Negation, and Negation of the Negation, *
are also known as thesis, antithesis, and synthesis,

“In order to understand this more distinctly, and to
visualize it, let us consider an egg. It is something posi
tive, but it contains a Rerm, which, awakening to life,
gradually consumes (i.e., negatives) the* contents of the
egg. This negation is, however, no mere destruction and
annihilation; on the contrary, it results in the germ de-
veloping into a living thing. The negation being compléte,
the chick breaks through the egg she]l. This represents
the negation of the negation, whereby there has arisém
something organically higher than the egg. : J

“While the Hegelian cosmology is mystical snd Hegel
an idealist, in exploring by means of this method the wide
expanse of human knowledge he scattered an astonishing
abundance of materislistic and strictly sclentific’ obsesva-
tions and suggestions, and inspired his pupils siid readers
with:livlngconeepﬂonothhtory,ofthodﬂ“d
mankind to %elf-consciousness and freedom, thus m
them capable of pushing their studies further, %
cipating themsélves from all systicism.

~usmhummmuuvup,m
used the conception of history, or -sthod of inysitigation,

history of Hegel—was named materialistic. As-¥s nature
is dialectic —ax it seeks to conceive In thought the evolv.
% ,




we agree whole-heartedly—1st, that his re-
‘‘a return, more or less remotely, to
the 'y‘st.raight issue.” ’’ It is,—exceedingly remote.
2nd, that it is ‘‘weird stuff.’”’ So weird indeed it
“might be an effusion from the Psychical Research
Soclety And he makes two statements which Eause
wonder as to whether he reads the artieles crigicised.
We did not say, or imply, that “humanity stepped
maturely developed into its straight issues,’”’ for that
there was ‘‘a separate organ of knowledge, by which
peoples chose their particular directions.’”’ To which
we will return later.

Our comrade’s opening remarks seem to mean,
that the material conditions of developing society, in
all their varied interactions continually tend-to the
creation of a wider humanity, provided that ‘‘no
overmastering circumstanees arise to defeat the form-
ation of social institutions.”” With which-we have
ne quarrel. That is certainly enough, the cireum-
stantial of human evolution, but it is no criterion of

OUR comrade makes two statements mth which

ply is

social revolution.

The qunestion of the straight issue is a direct ques-
tion of tactics, i.e., whether socialism be achieved
through class -eonseious understanding, or by the
stepping stones of labor reform.. It has no direet
mediacy, with the broader aspect of ‘‘humanity.’’
Consequently, ““humanity’’ does not ‘‘step matarely
into its straight issues;’’ but through them it rises to
higher wellbeing, and the vantage of its progress is
proportionate to: all seeiality of preception. In.this
human sense, ““the life proeess is a going concern, the
pace set by produetive development.’”” But it is not
a going coneern, as a process of growth, like the
birth of an oak from an acorn. ' It is a going coneern
only in the meehanical connectivenessof the physieal,
like the development of an-invention. In fact, soeiety
is an invention. Consequently it is capabte of perfee-
tion by the visioning mind, and therefore responsive
to the eonditioning of mind. Henee the issues of the
way, the forees that influence its progress; are de-
tailed” and determined by.the multifarious vicis-
situdes of eonscious development. It may lag, or it
may change by suddén mutations. It may be set
back to develop with. & new vigor. ‘‘Our’’ own
capitalist system from the days of that binff rascal,
Henry VIIL proceeded with eonservative deliberate-
ness; until the coming of the power maechine. Its
development, in the last 100 years, overtops the
mightest Empire of all the ages. In half that time
Germany rose from a 5th rate power to a first plaee
in the sun. And in four tragic years reduced to a
colony o6f the powers. Japan is a close second, and
in their progress they overthrow the strongest tra-
ditions and most established aptitudes, replacing
them with their own new particular interests—and
their habits. The potent cause of that advance was
‘the elose perception of that intevest—sharpened by
its own conditiening or diffident with the incidence
of yesterday. Its virility coneordant with its free-
domr from trammelling convention. Caused by the
process of eonditions, my Com. not by the process
of habits. Created out of the senmsitive fabrie of time-
need, whose discipline in turn, ereates, moulds and
textures habit and aptitade.

Clearly enough, therefore, ‘‘material develo;-
ment unfolds the issues and we must deal with them,
adeguately or not, as we see them.’”’ Henee, if we
see-them in the twilight haze of ‘‘praetical polities”’
they sre draped in the uniovely garb of trade issues.
If we see them-in the elear light of the soeialist con-
cept; in the unecompromising features of the class
struggle. ‘‘Maturity,
by struggle over issues; by living the life of the
process. .
Com. mbhudontliheabiblrmdentonthepeﬁ-
Pherrﬂthemuni-ue. Dilepeﬂnpltotbepm-
barebecked on Pofhsu; vlﬁout'n bridie.

Certainly to struggle is a nécessity. But taking

”’ says our Com. ‘‘eomes only:

- It is a nature-imposed necessity.”’ Our-

“‘maturity’’ in jts-fmplied ethica] sense, i.e., success ;
developed potemtiglity; that maturity, follows of
necessity, only within the ambit of its particular
conditioning. Outside of the imposed terms the
struggle is a losing quantity—or an expression of
X. Consequently, the life of the process, is commen-
surate with the process of the particular struggle;
and the issues of that struggle are therefor narrowed
down, to the issme of the terms of its law. And in
particular case, the term of its law; is the elass con-
scious pereeption of onr social conditioning. Se-
quently, therefor, all reform—of institution or con-
dition—that leaves that percept urijouched (as it
must do) will produce struggle, but not maturity ;
will produce eonfusion, but not regeneration. And
the whole paraphernalia of its expedieneies, of pal-
liation which aré no more, than the ethie of tem-
perate exploitation, can only lead, in a longer or
shorter term, to all the aggrandisement of the ruling
class, on one hand, to the progressive degardation of
the subject class, on the other; and to the final ruina-
tion of capitalist civilisation. Mht, that society wil
come to economie freedom by that route, is neither a
necessity nor a eertainty. That may be the mean-
dering track soeiety may elect to follow,i.e., its con-
tingent eircamstance may so impel it. And even at
that its ‘‘maturity’’ is finally dependent on the
clear perception of its slavery, and consequently,
its cause and relief.

In effect, Com. ‘‘C"’ admits this, for he says
‘“‘neither ean a mnew class . . . create a new soeial
life . . merely beeause the old society has become
intolerable.”” His proviso ‘‘that unless the neces-

sary cultural development has already taken place”’
i8 beside fthe point. Because a nmew class cannot
create the institutions of its ecomplex, nor the. cul-
tural developments of that complex, until by what-
soever means, it has swept away the bampering in-
stitutions of its predecessor. ‘It ecan only sweep
away those institutions when it has developed the
neeessary power, and power is the produet of an un-
derstanding. The development of the capitalist sys-
tem has -already organized soeial produetion.
further development is almost completely prohibited
by its own necessary restrictions. Consequently the
inevitable tensions of its social organisation must
tend towards soeial comprehension of that organisa-
tion. And from the cleavage strain of that eom-
prehension springs the unity of eommon interest. In
other words, the Capitalist system—and all its self-
comvelled remedial activities—prepare the ‘mechani-
cal form of the revolution. But its mental reflex has
its roots in the verceptien of the class struggle, and
beeause that reflex flourishes only fn the potent soil
of antagonism. it can not only. not advance through
reform, ie., the orcanigation of its restrietion, but
in eomplete struggle against+it, in the complete
negation of the organised forms of established con-
ventions. - Moreover. neither the conditions nor the
methods of the medieval bourgeois are any guide to
e the modern nroletariat. The power "arrayved
‘against vs now. is mightier and more concentrated,
than against them. The conditions of their revolu-
tion; were nmrely politieal. Thev eould buv and
bribe and dicker and erunterdeal. Thev could share
the mle and the nlunder. The eanditions of onr re-
volution are soecial. We can neither buy nor-hribe.
We cannot share the officc. We have no olunder to
divide. And we have everv tradition of authority
to violate and set aside. ““We have nothing to lose.
but onr ehains: a world to gain.”” And beeause of
the mightv imports of the eonditions and the stakes,
our rale hone of tmunnh is the eclearent undeviat-
ine jsné of the class sttheele. The labor party on

_the other hand. is a younger son of that van!m

honrnfome That is why its mcﬁmd- are the

Its _

member “Only its skeletal form wﬂl M!po:
whiel & new virility of untraditioned ‘Pprogress, will
construct a mightier edifice of knit and vinoned
resistanee.

We did not say, or imply that “people chose by
| separate organ of knowledge.”

movements and direetions than Clydesdales

sea because of an ‘‘indisposition’’ for salt water:
That~is the ¢volution of fairyland. Man -and horse
and whale took their ‘especial directions not from
habit, but by the compulsion of living eonditions
that violated their habit, and spun them out in new
cycles of development in the restless energies of
change. The robber barons of the dark ages did
not dot Europe with their strategic castles, by rea-’
son of habit, they chose by clear concept of their
means of power. The owners of England did not
corrall John at Runneymead, because of their eom-
mon dispositions to short change their overlords, but
because they were elass eonscious. The Gothie Em-
pire of Rome—the noblest of its times—ecrumbled,
without leaving a land mark, not for inaptitude for
government but because it countered the rapacious
plunderbund of Italy. The Russian people did not
adopt the Greek church, because of-a predilection
for Byzantine ikons and scapularies. It was fast-
ened upon them by an organised hierarchy, - con-
scious of its means of control. Clovis and Pippin,
Martel and Charles, Lewis and Lothair, did not erim-
son the soil of France with rapine and violenee, by
habit—though such was the wonted ruffianism eof

their kind. But because of a cons¢ious comprehen-"

sion of the means and will to power. The people of

today do not fasten Capital upon thgir backs, like .

the hermit crab with the anemone, by the custom of
authority, but because of ‘the inculcated lie of auth-
oriy. In every case it is the ignorance of the people
to the actual relationship of reality. To break that
ignorance it the task of the hour. To break the
apathy of its ‘habit’ not by the circumlocutionk of

custom, but by direct appeal to fact.

“The reason a child knows little and an adult
knows much is because the latter has formed habits,
the other has still to acquire.”” Not 50. Again we
say, that habit is the derivative of the system: the
system is not derivative from habit. The reason a
child knows little, and an adult little more, is be-
cause the former has not the elaborated experience
which forms the mind, the latter is denied access to
the available means of knowledge. Habit is but a
secondary thing: a barrier to the ethic of law. If
a-carpenter built by habit, we would be resident in,
towers of Pisa. If doctors treated by.habit, they
would soon be in prison. While a politician is so0
little ruled by habit that he is actually versatile in
the mercurian artistry of diplomacy. An electrie-
ian, who lived by habit, would lve preeariously. A
researcher who operated the faetories of industry
by habit, would seon be on the street.
who traded by habit,would soortrade in the margins
of poverty,  And s prolétariat attempting to live by.
habit, would soon selve the great myuury We Bo.
more think with our habits, than we see with. q;ts

But we do say <
that habits and. aptitudes of peoples and uﬁoll, x
were mo more the disposing caused of their varying
-
hackneys were differentiated by an aptitude for '
work; or that whales and manatees took to the open -
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eyes, or dream- with our conseiousness.’ Th.lm:".

_ but the mirrors of cosmic impress. Change the

form and the answering image-is faithful as a.
doew.in the sun. Convvmlx eolmthhlp.—.
it flashes baek, in nﬁexive uqunuron :
magma of time.
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Page Three.

Menﬁﬁol , for the sure in-

‘l‘helph'itof the machine age,
—-ns, -away from the mert

; dmbned consciousness. 1t is fore-
blo!iety to 8 preletarian uniformity. It is eom-
pelling thought as never before. It has thrust habit

_into the background of eblivion as it has already
thruat its laborist anachronisms into the ~ diseard.
*4Be eareful of Iabor’s institutions.”” Nonsense. We
»meed worry as little about labor’s _institutions, as
m the nitrogen nodules at the roots of the log-
_wmes. For just as sure as Capital stands on the

- Vezge of a new erises, 80, in reflex, we, the proletar-
-iat, stand on the verge of a wider and sterner eon-

- fliet. Out of the clashing storms of that conflict ; out

of.its new constellated facts; out of the square
alignment of an Imperialist oligarchy and an utter-

-, 1y dispossessed society; out of ecrumbling tradition,
 and the shattering of time soiled institutions, there

is, .even now, arising a new, dominant, militant, body

of aetivity, nursing neither ancient shibboleth nor
quondam desire, but frce, with the dissociation of
completed disinheritance, to fashion its new organi-

sation from the meaningless tumults of the re-econ- .

ditioning of the social forees; and to fresco them
with the knowledge of power, impassioned with the
v:non‘mg of relgted reality.

Away with the past and its trammelling. Away
with the ‘“class eonsciousness-that eventuates out
of habit and sentiment.”” Away from the nurseries
of borrowed psychology. Away from the ‘‘definitions
of problems in the light of human nature,”” and the
vagaries of ‘‘ways and means in the feasibilities’’
of authority. On to the straight issue, that is born
out of the straight confliet. It is the slogan of the
new freedom ; the citadel against which al]l antagor-
ism beats in vain. A steadfast beacon, amidst the
fliekering rush fires of confusion. Socialism is not
feeble because it is reactionary, nor deserted be-
eanse it is false. It is weak, for it is misunderstood :
isolated because it is unknown. But a division can
mever obviate misunderstanding. That is the prime
provinece of class knowledge. As the tense strain
and struggle of daily life is deepened and darkness
with continual disappointment and infertile en-
deavor; when existence is toiled in more preearious
unecertainty; when the most eherished possessions
of life and need are naked as the towers of an-
tiquity ; the eolossal chicanery of rule #nd right must
rise insistent, in spite of all duplicity. With that in-
sisteney ecomes the frame of mind irresistible with its
intolerable conditions; keen with the unveiled in-
stancy of stripped reality. It is no dragging pro-
cess or Utopia. It is the immediacy of the all eom-
pelling economic swelling full blosomed out of its
crystallised stagnation; the invincibility of dispos-
session that must dominantly exist, and the re-
strietive bonds of Capitalist property right ean be

% set aside—and will be set aside—at once, when the

great white light of the class issue floods our con-
sciousness wnt.h undersumdmg Let us be faithful
‘to:our Marx, m spirit and in truth. The form will
_ _take.eare of itself. Let us peint the lesson, dot the
i's; stress our social slavery; emphasise the class
struggle; and with unwayering consistency main-
fain fhe undesirable fact that our one and only free-
- ‘dom.and relief from degradation and life long toil
aﬁ‘m is ‘the utter abolition of eapitalist so-
 dlety, not by -planks and stages, but in sweeping

ty ; not by paltry reform and habit, bat by the

They are imbued with the

s of barbarism. But they are not fools and
»-Mwﬁebtmofuﬁe. But they are
$odden olay of the theoeracy. They are

wa life and energy.

look like a buttering eangdle. Eveifiher_o and al-
ways let us earry the straight message of socialism.
Speak it with unfaltering tongue. Present it with
unambiguous elarity. Preash it with gimple fervor,
maintain it with unflickering eonsistency. Then will
the trodden masses, in the gathering storms of im-
perialist oppression, rally round the only party that
can explain their miseries and point their remedy;
and turn the meaningless rancor against man and
institution; against human nature and its distor-
tion, into the eohscious weapon of triumphing re-
volution. Never was the peed greater; material
prolific; hope more abundant. On with the
class struggle. It is the little wicket beyond the
slough of despond that opens on to the smiling ways
of life. R.

more

P.S—Midriff still safe. It is neither so eonspicu-
ous as it might be, or as we eould wish it be. Henece
with the liveliest a policy of
““ea’ canny.”” R.

we urge, feclings,

MARXISM IN SOCIAL THEORY.

(Continued from page 4)

ing antagonisms of the social process—it is like Hegel's
dialectic, a-conception of histery and a method of investi-
gation at the same time . Marx handled this method
with unsurpassed mastery; with its aid he formulated the
laws of the evolution of Socialism. In his earliest works,
“The Holy Family’ (1844) and the ‘Poverty of Philosophy’
(1847), writfén when he was formulating his ‘materialistic
conception of history, as also in his ‘Capital’ it is with
the dialeetic of Hegel that he investigates these laws.
Here follows a guotation from “The Holy Funl'ly.'

““Proletariat and Riches (later Marx would have said
Capital) are antitheses. As such they constituté a whole;
both are manifestations of the world of private property.
The question to be considered is the specific position
which both occupy in the antithesis. To describe them
as two sides of a whole is not a sufficient explanation.
Private property. as private property, as riches, is .com-
pelled to preserve its own existence, and along with it
Lthat of its antithesjs, the Proletariat. Private property sat-
isfied in itself is the positive side of the anthesis. The
Proletariat, on the other hand, is obliged, as Proletariat, to
abolish itself, and along with it private property, its con-

ditioned antithesis, which makes it the Proletariat. It is
Lthe negative side of the antithesis, the internal source of

unrest, the disintegrated and disintegrating Proletariat
The Profetariat fulfils the judgment which grivate pro-
perty by the creation of the Proletariat suspends over
itself, just as it fulfils the judgment which wage—labor
suspends over itself in creating alien riches and its own
condemnation. If the Proletariat triumphs, it does not
thereby become the absolute side of soclety, for it
triumphs only by abolishing itself and its opposite. in this
way both the Proletariat and its conditioned opposite,
private property, are done away with. (The Holy Family)
“The dialectic method is again described in a few
sentences on pages 420421 of the third volume of ‘Capital’
(German), where we read: ‘In so far as the ]labor process
operates merely between man and nature, its simple elem-
enis are common to every form of its social development.
Bu# m_um historical form of this precess further de-
velops its material foundations and its social forms. When
it has attained a certain degree of maturity the given his-
torieal form is cast off for a higher one. That the mom-
ent of such & crisis has arrived is shown as soon as there
is deepening and widening of the contradiction and anti-

thesis -betiween the conditions of distributien, and conse- .

quently siso the historical form of the conditions of pro-
duction. corresponding {0 them, on the one hand, and the
forees of production, preductive capacity, and the state of
evolution of its agents, on the other. There then arises a
conflict .Detween the material development of pmduction
and its corresponding social form'. -

“But the Hegelian dlalectic appears most strikingly in
the famous twenty-feurth chapter (sec 7) of the first vol
ume .of Capital’ (German) p. 837 Kerr ed.), where-the
evplution of capitafism from small middleclass ownership

through all phases up to the Socialist revolation is com-

prebensively outiindd in. hold strokes: “The . capitalist
mammmmmmhm
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_vate propefty, is- the ‘first wegation of individual private
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cess its own negation. - It is the negation of the negation.’
Here we have the three stages: the thesis—private pro-
perty; the antithesis—eapitalism; the synthesis—common
awnership.” (M. Beer).

In a previous article I said that the Hegelian
dialectical sgheme of capsation had been dropped
by the later modern scienee; its mode was obsolete.
Readers will appreciate the faet and, I think, though
it had its great values, the grain of a less romantic,

more commonplace, - matter-of-fact scheme of the

process of evolution associated with the mame of

Parwin. Next.issue I propose to deal with the
English classical sehool of economics in respeet as
its postulafes and preconeeptions influenced Marx,
and also, T hope, bring this review of his theory of
history to a close by including in it an outline of his
theory. Somehow, -my objeetive, those quotations
from Marx, which are to show that the anti-Labor

party position of the S. P. of C. is not Marx’s posi-

tion, as claimed, retreats as I advance. However, I

recall, as 1 remember it, one of those haunting say-
ings of ‘‘Geordie’s’’ and am comforted: ‘‘It is not
where we are going that is so important, as what we

pick up on the way.”” In the meantime, as a sop to 7
my impatient eritics, I offer them the recommenda-
tion to read the opening passages of the second see-
tion of the Communist Manifesto, which open with
explicit announcements, as below :—

“In what relation do the Communists stand to the pro-
letarians as a whole?

“The Communists do not form a separate party opposed
to other working class parties.

“They have no interests separate and apart from those
of the proletariat as a whole.

“They 'do not set up any sectarian principles of their

own by which to shape and niould the Proletariat move
ment.

“The Communists are distinguished from the other
working class parties by this only,” ete,. etc,.

And that’s (Marx and Engels).

And that is what I advoeate. In that item of
Marxism, at any rate, I am nearer Marx than my
erities. There are no chances for various interpre-
tations of the terms of those afinouncements. They
are as clear and forthright and as free from dubiety
as the instructions of a sergeant-major on parade.
Readers may see, as I do, that, already in my part
presentation of the Marxian theory, the terms of
these announeements are implied in the theory, they
issue by inference out of it, as of necessity : the hu-
man forces in antithetical opposition to each other
in the dialectic of history in its modern stage, are
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie.

Do Comrade MacDonald and the rest of thosa
who support the anti-Labor party position set them-
sclves over and against the founders of revolution-
ary socialism by repudiating what they set down
in the Communist Manifesto as a fundamental tactic
for revolutionary socialists? If so, let them say so
to that effect, as I do whenever I have occasion to
differ with Marx. It dees not do to differ with him,
and at the same time keep up appearanees of ortho-
doxy by a barrage of stone throwing at my (acknow-
ledged) unorthodoxy; for readers are thus liable to
be mislead into getting an impression that my erit-
ics must be despensers of the Marxian word, pure
and uncontaminated of personal predilections read
into it, or by considerations of a modern kind, and
give them credit or otherwise, aceordingly. People
who live in glass honses should not throw stones,
say I. Come now, comrades, eonfession is good for
the soul and for honest discnssion! C.
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EXIT LABOR

ernment has eome to end, it would seem. And
by the later stages of the contest it would ap-

pear that there is something to be said for the view
point of George Bernard Shaw: The rulers of Eng-
land never allow elections to be fought over English
issues. There is an atmosphere of the tragic and
grotesque in the matter of the British proletariat
worrying over the stability of the Russian in the
matter of loans—or anything else. They like law
abiding critturs! _
However, there can be no doubt that nine mimths
. of office have crowded a great deal of practieal ex-
perience into the people of the Labor party. The
play of surface polities is always in plain sight, but
the currents that have the driving foree lie in the
state of health of the machinery of capitalist pro-
duetion. Thus the Labor party went to the country
statfng, “‘The supreme need of this eountry as of
the whole world is peace among the nations, and the
restoration of industry and commerce.’”’ That is to
say, ill-health on the part of the capitalist scheme of
things had seriously threatened - peaceful relation-
ships and ‘‘restoration’’ must needs eome about
That word restoration is unfortunately €hosen, be-
cause it means acceptance of what has gome before,
the necessary forerunner of just such eonditions as
we have. At anyrate, the British eleetorate have
entrusted the restoration of trade and eommerce to
the powerful wiseaeres of the great Conservative
party, which is appropriate enough anyway.
Without going too far afield in speculating in
political futures it would appear safe to say that
the ineoming Conservatives inherit an ‘‘easier’’ in-
ternational European tension than the Labor group
found ten months ago. Irrespeective of party des-
tinies, their condemnation or approval, ecapitalist
finaneial interests have won out and the policies of
international financial interests as against industrial
have worked their way in European politics to the
point where they have the controlling voice in af-
fairs. They have waited these several years for the
advantageous control of Germany, and they appear
to have got it—and that thyough the agency of the
British Labor Government, itself in full understand-
ing of the matter yet driven by circumstanees. Rus-

sia’s case comes next. It is apparent finamce has
its eye to the best bargain there; the terms of the

THE Labor’s party’s little experiment in gov-

bargain offered it does not see clearly enough as be-

ing in its bvor
In this election Laber has lost some ﬂwty seats

and has gained three quarters of a million votes. If.

it can be said that three-quarters of a million people

life then a gdin may be registéred. - Meanwhile, all

hands await the ‘‘restoration.’ Itheerhinth pﬂu'@
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“BY GEORDIE”

N the last article on the subject of Price I out-
lined the pringiple of diminishing utility and
indicated that the margin of utility would be

determined by the factors limiting the supply of the
given use-value. Ih marginal utility would be that
of the last unit actnallv enjoyed, or foregone, see-
ing that the units on the hither and farther sides of
the marginal line may be considered equal. The fac-
tors limiting supply are generally comprised under
the head of “Sea.rdity" and are, first, absolute sear-
city as in the case of manuseripts, pietures and other
unique objects; seeondly, the human effort and ‘‘sac
. This latter
is the most usual ease and may be further eompli-

rifices’’ necessary to procure the article.

cated by the existence 'of monopoly control of sup-
ply or by the aetion of the state as in prohibition.

It may be necessary to observe here that sub-
jective value thus determined varies for each and
every individual and is, further, ineommunicable by
that individual

Now, it will be remembered that, in the case of
that hypothetical individual, Homo Economieus, the
pleasure-gain experienced in the en;oyment of any
given use-value was contrasted with and, so to
speak, limited by the pain-cost, the efforts and sac-
rifices incurred in production. In the actually exist-
this pain-eost appears as a
money payment. Mongy is a commodity like any
other and is subject to the law of diminishing utility
though it is important to notice that in this case the
fall in utility is 80’ much slower on account of the
fact that the money commodity, being the universal
equivalent, gives command over the whole world of
commodities. The marginal utility ofrmoney is there-
fore lower for a rich man than for a poor one. He,
of course, offsets this by the increased variety and
superior quality of the commodities he purchases.
For the rest it is obvious that the® wealthy man

ing society, however,

would have some diffieglty in contrasting the satis-

factions he experiences with the pain cost incurred
by seme other individual, these being psychological
changes experienced by entirely differemt persons.

Now, as we know, the demand for a commodity,
in the economic sense of the word, is effeetive de-
mand: desire backed by resources. The resources
of a people depend on the natural wealth of that
country and on the productive efficiency of that
people. It has been so long since Bastiat first em-
phasized it that it is too often forgotten that the
supply of commodities forms the demand fot commo-
dities. -It is not our present purpose to enquire into
how this comes about, but it is a faet that the indiv-
iduals comprising any given society vary as to their
command over these resources. There are, there-
fore, so far two variable factors: marginal utility
and command over resources. .

We, have, further, to take note that in any given
market (the extent of the market will vary with the
nature of the commodity and the, facilities for trahs-
portation, ete.) there is 8 tendeney to the prevalenee
of a uniform price for any given ¢ommodity.. In
consequence, then, of the variable faetors above

mentioned there is in this market what has been eall- -

ed a stratification of demand. There are, so to
speak, layers of purchaseers graded according to the
intensity of their wants and their purehasing power.
The lower layers are, ot course, much Inore numer-

with the marginal utility in m'eufot

gindl purchasers- in the marginal stratam. -
purchasers for whom the subjective value of
commodity exeeeds the price are said, in Marshall’s
phrase, to énjoy a ‘‘consumer’s rent.?’ _-There n\:
more tangible forms of rent. !

It will be noticed that a price has been assumed
as existing. The ecircular nature of the argument
may be exeused by the faet that we are enmminc
« single phase in a dynamie process. - 3

The changes in demand oceasioned by Vlrhﬁo'n =
in priee vary greatly with the nature of the com- -
modity. The demand for a commodity is said to be
‘elastie’” if a slight fall in price should result in a
more than proportionate inerease in the quéntity
taken and vice versa. Necessaries are generally in
the ‘‘unelastie’’ elass. The demand for such things
as bread or salt would not be greatly affected by a
slight change in price. On the other hand the eom-
modities generally elassed as luxuries are found to
be ‘‘elastie’” and very responsive to a fall in price.
This fact is of some importance in the eonsideration
of monopoly prices.

Where the subjective value—the consumer’s es-
timate—execeeds the objective value or priee there is
an inducement to buy and this consideration will
affeet the ordér of buying. The consumer, more-
over, has to distribute his income over a number of,
purchases, and he is supposed to so order his buy-
ing that the marginal utility of all his purchases is
approximately equal This is generally eonsidered
to be important since variations in any of the fac-
tors. concerned will bring about a redistribution of
demand for the commodities comprised in the budget
of that particular class of purchasers.

All of whieh would seem to be sufficient warrant
for saying that people will buy an artiele if they
want it badly enough, if they have the money to pay
for it and if the priee is sufficiently attractive. In
faet, it appears to me there might possibly be some
grounds for a suspicion that old Butler was right
when he says in Hudibras that :

The value of a thing
Is as much as it will bring.

A few quotations to close. These are recent pro-
nouncements on the question, and are useful as in-
dicating the echange in contemporary economie
thought. -

“Again, if supply is greater than demand, it means that
the quantity In the market is greater than can be sold at
the previous price for a smaller quantity, with the result
that the combined factors of diminishing unitimportance
and the stratification of buying power come into play and
the seller must accept the lower general price set by the
marginal consumers.”

—Prof. N. J. Silberling: “Demand and Supply” p. 24.

“The price of a commodity is determined by the con-
ditions of both supply and demand; and neither can logh
cally be said to be the superior influence, though it may
sometimes be convenient to concentrate our attention om
one or other of them. The chief factor on which the con-

, ditions of demand depend is the utility ,as measured in
Jerms of money).

The chief factor on which the condi--
tions of supply depend is the cost of production. - (Again
as measured in terms of money).  The prevailing trend
tovudnmequmbrtnmotdeqnndmdmpwmmuh
expressed as follows:—

A commodity tends to be produced on a scale at which
its marginal cost of production is equal to its maerginal
utility; as measured in terms of money, and both are
eqgual to ita price. .

—H. D. Henderson “Supply and Demand” p. €5.

“It must not be understood that the marginal fringe of
buyers, or any of the buyers above the margin for that

matter, are m-nytm-mmm of

A Catioc 1o The et e
They are in large measgre the victims of custom, hebit, .

tmitation, suggestion and tradition. Thelr minds ars ftn-: -




FE have often heard it said that humanity

‘might reasonably be regarded as belong-

_ ing to two main eategories, namely : those

}ho eyploit others, and those who are themselves

exploited, but we don’t ever remtmber having heard

_ - il suggested that the major part of eapitalistic

.. soeiety might, quite as appropriately, be subdivided

into two classes under the names of anthropoidia
and canaille.

Far be it from us to insinuate that 3l eapitalists
and workers arenkt theé development consistent with
enrollment under these headings. In millions of

_them the consciousness of class with the eternal

" struggle involved, has been awakened; and to these
there is no delusion as to the ephemeral nature of
their steward-ship or to the abiding importanee of
the development of humanity. They have already
followed Tennyson’s advice by ‘‘casting out the

“iape.” .

Nevertheless we cannot hide from ourselves the
outstanding fact that .to numberless others of the
fraternity, life has no meaning except in-as-far as it
contributes, by hook or by erook, to the aequisition
of dollars and cents.

It is the naked truth about this seetion of the
capitalistic world that we mean shall form the gist
of this article. It shall be the truth unapparelled
by the eonventional veil of euphony so that the un-
tramelled vision of the anthropoidal capitalist may
be the meang of making him ‘‘see himself as others
see him,”’ and bring home to his consciousness a
realization of the senseless delay in development
that the tacties of the federated anthropoidia and
canaille, are inflicting on the long suffering human
race. :

The purely anthropoidal section of capitalistic
society is, of course, class conscious. The canaille
is not. Men ineluded in the former recognise the
tremendous power of class solidarity, and by what-
ever political name they are known, a federation of
their forces always materialises when a- common
danger threatens their capitalistic institutions. The
canaille, on the other hand may be knowx, as the
name implies, by the eanine fidelity of its .members
to old parties and systems. Most graphically are
they described by Dr. Crane in ‘‘Farm and Home’’
for August 14, 1924. In referring to classes he says:
“One exereises its emotions in hating other classes,’’
and, of course, with such a elass we are not con-
cerned at all. The next line, however, shows his
familiarity with our friends; ‘‘the pther thinks that
his class is as good as any, hence the class feeling
does pot bother: m ** Nothing eould” “more pre-
cisely true than'the statement involved/in the last
seven words. Such-a man may be right in consider-
ing that his class may be, at least morally, as good

as any other; but if he imagines it has the means’

to compete in the aequisition of those eharacteris-
ties by which classes are graded now-a-days, with
‘the elass that has unlimited access to this world’s
-goods, he only shows his abysmal ignerance of the
fact that at the point of produetion, in the mines,
mills and factories hie often works several hours a
‘ day feor nothing for the anthropoidia, that is after
he has produced sufficient to support himself and
~ family in secordsnce with the standard of living
that happens to be in voguein the eountry in which
'lle*hﬁployed consequently his class, which in-
eo-hind-malmdmen-

h.thropo‘idigl and Canaille

By F. . W. MOORE.

about the time the wealthier man’s son is thinking
of entering the high school. The vast majority of
the poorer people do that, and continue working for
4 mere existence throughout life. Contrast this con-
dition with that of fhe class with whom he fondly
imagines his is on an equilit_v Let us find approxi
mately what are the resources on this class.
According to Dr. Whitney in an article on page

639 in the ‘‘Scientific Monthly’’ for June 1924
‘““The power outside his own muscleg that man has
learned to control, has grown to one-hundred man-
power for every man in the country.”” Now eon-
sider the improved industrial conditions that have
evolved sinee the days of the industrial revolution;

If one examines the ‘‘Vancouver Provinee’’ for Feb-
ruary. 11th, 1923, he will see a long list of examples
illustrating the point, two of which will be sufficient
to quote here: ‘‘In eoal mines an automatic eonveyor
for pier loading with twelve men replaces one hun-
dred and fifty. . . .”’

"*T'wo men unloading pig-iron with an eleetrie
magnet and crane replace one hundred and twenty-
eight.”’

Taking into consideration the fact that the or-
dinary man before the industrial revolution, made a
more independent living than he does today at his
preearious job, we must eonclude that a large part
of the 999% inerease in production to the man, re-
ferred to by Dr. Whitney, is appropriated and made
use of as a means of aequiring such edueation and
culture as is available, by the elass that the com-
paratively poverty stricken member of the camaille
compares in equality to his own.

Poor gentle canaille! Don’t you know that you
must remain a block-head for ever if you don’t break
away from that enervating trance that prevents
your class becoming conscious of its eondition? Do
you not know ‘‘There are none so blind as those
that won’t see?”’

In the same paper—we think it was the Van-
couver Province of So;;tember 8th, there appears the
following on page 3: ‘‘Only Liberia Ready to Cuat
cut War-budget—Great Powers Refuse to Promise
Limit to Military Expenditures’’: in other words
Little "Liberia alone—we suppose because she is so
little—acceded to a request of the League of Nations
that as a preliminary to disarmament members
promise -not to exceed this year their 1923 naval,
military, and aviation appropriations. ‘‘A major- -
ity of thé governments replied announcing a desire
to reduce their armaments’—but business is busi-
ness, therefore they declined to accept any restric-
tions whatever, while Franee is openly professing
(see column in the Provinee to the left of the one
ouoted) the necessity of force, and holding a
national war-dance at Meaux for the purpose of cel-
ehrating the anmiversary of the Battle of the Marne.
In the face of these facts we challenge the world to
deny that the majority of its inhabitants are not
justly deseribed by the compound title used above.

Why should there be this insane but inevitable
tendency towards a world-wide throat-slitting, just
because the machinery of the world is able to pro-
duée far more commodities than its'owners ean dis-
pose of in ap ever-dwindling mcrket! Proof of this
is obtained.

The official bulletin of the l{et.hodnt Federation
for Social Service for October 1921 has this to say
concerning interrupted produetion: ‘“‘In normal
times many essential industries show a high unem-
ployment onee a year or oftener: The chothing
worker is idle about 31% of the year; the shoe-mak-
er spends only 65% of his time at work; the build-

_ ing trades worker is employed only 63% of his time;

during the last thirty years the bituminous eoal-
miners were idle on an average of ninety-three

-‘mkh;dayulﬁthyeu" Doung&ththdiau
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If Dr. Whitney’s statisties in the Secientific
Monthly are genuine, then men ecan produce today
one hundred times more than they eould at times
when by manual labor tkey supplied the markets of
cvery eountry with eommodities sufficient to satisfy
the needs of the population. We feel quite safe then
in asserting that if, in former times, by manual
labour man could supply his needs in the markets of
the world, he ecould now, and we say it after making
an allowanée for expenses of machinery and an al-
lowanee that is too liberal to be disputed, supply
them from fifty to seventy or eighty times over:
and yet the anthropoidia, eonsidering only profits

'or an almost negligible percentage of the popula-
tion, imagine they can squeeze this hugh supply of
commodities into a compass from fifty to eighty
times too small. Monkeys might try te store a ton
of nuts in a pint pot, after it was filled, but we
doubt it.

To find a motive for acts more suitable to lun-
atics than to men of affairs, one must prospec.t in
the regions pervaded by class-conseiousness. This is
precisely what the eanaille has neglected to do, while
the anthropoidia in doing it lost sight of nature’s
proffered opportunity to develop themselves, and be-
held only the deceitful little dollars and eents that
have lured them, and are now luring them steadily
towards their own destruetion.

HEAVEN AND HELL

There is nothing surprising in President Eliot’s
recently expressed opinion that he eould not look
forward with great pleasure to an eternity passed
mn any of the heavens imagined by popular theology.
The remark is the sineere expression of a man who
is drawing to the close of a long and aetive life and
cannot imagine himself as eontent in even the most
blessed idleness ever conceived. His is the natural
reaction of the worker, and it is doubtful if anyone
ever really longed for eternal rest unless he had been
one of those temperamentally ineapable of doing
anything likely to make him need even a shorter
repose.

The crudest imagination ean pieture a hell ter-
rible enough to satisfy anyone’s idea of a place un-
pleasant as an eternal residence. But men have
come by slow stages to forget its existence, and it is
not surprising that they should come to a point
where they refuse to take seriousiy pictures of
eternal bliss which, even when conceived by the
most poetic minds, have always been singularty
vapid, suggestive of a eondition caléulated to bore
to extinction the most indolent man within the space
of a very small fraction of eternity. The popular
preachers, however, having on the whole an extreme-
ly low opinion of human character, give up reluet-
_ antly the threat of damnation; and, since most of
them seem sineerely to believe that viee is attraetive
and virtue du]l, they will be ready to abandon the
world as inevitably lost if they ean neither threaten
nor bribe the ordinary man into being good. They
have generally been more loath than laymen to ad-
mit that virtue is its own reward ; but it really looks
as though, for_the future, the world would have to
get along as best it may with men who, like Presi-
dent Eliot, are willing to work and work well—not
in order to escape hell or to win eternal rest but sim-
ply because tbeyﬁndmworkthemeam'e&ey
need.

Before we regret too much the good old days
when heaven was heaven indeed and hell was boil-
ing hot, it would be well to consider what was veals
ly believed. Our grandfathers may have been eon-
tent with éelestial harpers and heavenly choirg, but -
they themselves were, after all, degenerstes from °
the primitive faith Tn the days which mw
.ood and n-ly old v-n mm




are times when the social mechanism fune-

tions badly. The methods of continuing the
process must be changed. The ragged ends of the
gystem must be sandpapered and the gearing over-
hauled. Necessity demands the introduetion of soe-
ial reforms.

I'N the p’rocessAof Capitalist development there

These reform measures are guided through state
legislatures by the ruling elass and, comsequently,
become the law of the land. Such measures are in-
valuable to them beeause they ensure the perpetua-
tion of class rule. They serve to prolong a social
form that might otherwise collapse or at least pro.
ceed in an ineffective manner.

In the long list of these reforms there is not one
that affeets the basis of the capitalist system. They
are engineered for the purpose of mitigating some
of the most baneful effeets of class society. The
bandreds of legal enactments placed on the statute
books of every land, each year, are not formulated
to effect a fundamental ehange in the soeial rela-
tionships existing today but rather to make possible
the smooth development of the system that is

While all measures so devised by the ruling
class have as their abjeetive the protection of class
interests yet from the workers’ standpoint no favor
able change has been registered. This is palpable
when we examine the history of those countries
where reform legisldtion has made the greatest
headway. 3 -

Britain and Gerlany are two shining examples
in this connection. The namerous legislative changes
of the past century have assisted the rulers of both
nations to aecomplish mueh. But looking over the
fields from a worker’s standpoint we fail to find a
trace of any material gain.

One has oaly 1o scan the pages of Chiozza Mon-
cy’s ‘‘Riches gudPoverty,” or the ‘‘Decay of Cap-
italist Civilization,”” by Sidney and’ Beatrice Webb
to understand how reform legislation has affected
the ‘workers. of Britain. The political speeches o3
the last electiop eampaign could be read to the same
purpose. $ r -

Every party in the field had to admit the gravity
of the situation. Usually the party in power paints
in rosy eolors the picture of social conditiqns, while
those in oppesition portray affairs in shady lines.
But on this oecasion the Balwin Government was
seeking a change from free trade to protection and,
in erder te establish the validity of their claim, they
were forced to show how ineffectnal the old meth-
cds bad -beesi:Unemployment, poverty, slavery were
on the mnnd every politician agreed. -

With such facts at our dispesal why should we of
the, warking class eontinue to fight for reforms that

By J:A. McDONALD.

cannot assist us? Cannot the history of the older
countries be taken 88 a guide by us of this_econtin-
ent? I think s0. And it was in the light of such
perspective that the founders of the Socialist Party
Canada adopted the attitude they did. They were
able to visualise the futility of reforms. They under
stood that nothing less than a social revohlution
would suffice to remedy social conditions.

While seeing that & reform movement was detri-
mental to working class welfare, they did not adopt
an attitude of hostility to each individual measure.
The idiocy of sueh a eontention should be obvious
to any one of normal imtelligenee. Every reform
does not necessarily militate against our interésts
as a class. An extension of the franchise, or of the
educational system, for instance, eould not be eon-
strued being detrimental to us. When such
measures are introdueed by our masters we ean
make what use of them we may. But it must be
realised that the innevation emanated from social
necessity on their part. It was their business to
patch up the systemi in the best way they knew
how and because the measures I have mentioned as-

as

~ sisted them ‘in this respect is no reasen why we:

should detour te wage & special war apon what wé'
can utilise for our own purpose. o

The chief aim of eapitalist reformers is to salve
the worst sores of modern society so as-to prolong
the system of exploitation, and inerease the surplus
values extracted from the workers. They always
ingist, however, that they are animated only by a de-
sire to benefit all sections of the body politie even to
those whom they exploit. The results give the lie
to such a statement.

Nothing of a drastie or revolutionary nature can
be expected in the way of soeiul legisiation 'so long
as capitalism-lasts. The ruling will introduce
nothing thet interferes with its right #o rule and ex-
ploit. -Every act plcved on the statute books finds
its way there because of its utility to the world’s
owners.” ‘ :

¥o-long as a working class organisatien remamns
a minority in a legisiative body it camnot. turn its

own desires inte law. Those who dominate will not ~

allow it. The inelination may be there te do great
things but the conditions are against it. As
Labriola has well stated—*‘The economic system is
not a tissue of reasoning but it is a sum and a eom-

‘plexus of facts which engenders a eomplex tissue of

relations. It is a foolish thing to assume that this
system of facts which the ruling class has establish-
ed with great pains through the eenturies by viel-
cnee, by sagacity, by talent and by science will con-
fmiheﬂvanqhhbed,wﬂlddmyihe&togivewgy
to the demands of the poor and to the reasoning of
their sdvoeates How demand the suppression of
poverty without demanding the overthrow of n‘ll the

e
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rest! To demand of this society that it shall change
its law which constitutes its defense is t0 demand sn
absurd thing. The ‘partisans of eritieal communism
recognised that history has the right to follew s,
coursc.  The bourgéois phase ean be outgrown and
it will be. But as long as it exists it has its laws.
The rclativity of these exists in the fact that they
grow and develop in eertain determined conditions,
but their relativity is not simply the opposite of
necessity, 3 mere appearance, a soap bubble. These
laws may disappear and they will disappear by the
very fact of the change of society, but they do not
yield to the arbitrary suggestion which demands a
change, proclaims a reform, or formulates a pro-
gram.”’ (BEssays on the Mat. €Con. of ‘Hist. pages
83 and 84.)

An organisation that places the advocacy of re-
fcrms on its program must of necessity confuse the
minds of the workers. It makes it appear to them
as though eapitalism could selve its own eomtro-
dictions, and assure every unit in soeiety better eon-
ditions than now obtains if only the social machinery
is properly oiled and attended. It causes the worker
to tinker with each little defect in the system in-
stead of using his energy to change the foundation.
1t stimulates confusion and retards progress.

In view of these fsets the wisdom of the Party
founders can ‘searcely be questioned. They dealt
with realities and fashioned their program accord-
ingly. The position they adepted was in harmony
with the teachings of Marx and Engels in the Com-
munist Manifesto. This textbook was not meant
tc apply exelusively to the year 1848. It was an ex-
planation of eapitalist society, and even though some
words and phrases might-become obsolete, or re-
quive te ‘be changed, yet by and large it suffices as
well today as it did when written.

But now, the 8. P. of C. has deeided to plow a
new furrew. It was not done on the spur of the
moment. More than two years ago I predicted the
coming  change. The verification of a predietion
does not necessarily prove the truth of the hypo-
thesis that led to the-prediction. But in this case
I think it does. It did not require special ingenuity
to note the development of the present attitude.

If the issue were placed before the Party mem-
bership for a decision there would probably be some
value in a continnation of my eentributions. But-
under the present cirenmstances they ean have little
effect. The deed is dome. The Party has deeided
tc go the new way. A elear ent revolutionary pro-
gram has given way to a more popular demand. I
have stated my position in regard to the change.
1 have done my utmost to portray its fallacy. But
aH to no avail The will of the Par{y is otherwise.
Its decision is final Time—the mighty arbiter—
will solve the problem. .

— R
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tenderness for sinners. If we wish to turn baek, let
us torn back to Tertullian, who pictureed hell as a
sort of peep show for the saved, guaranteed to fur-
nish unfailing entertainment to the fortunate inhab-
itlnbnimdke,whieh—lmthiaownvigorom
style in the treatise ‘‘De Spectaculis” will give a
more vivid pietnre :

“How shall I wonder! How shall I laugh! How
shall I rejoice! How shall I triumph when I be-

_hold ‘s0 ‘many and such illustrious "kings. groaning

with Jupiter their god in the lowest darkness ef
hell! Then shall the tragedians pour forth in their
which they had made the theatre to resound, while
the-comedian's powers shall be better seen as he be-
comes more flexible by the heat: Compsred with
such spectacles, with such subjeets of trinmph as
these 'what ean practor or econsul, quaestor or ‘pon-

time in which to make up feor the kindness and for-
bearanee demanded of him on earth.The -Nation
(N.Y) :

HERE AND NOW.
Rezdingthebu:ineujonmh,welumht&'u
being the year of the U. S. Piesidential election and -
thueventbainglhnuongfnddonevi&,mny
expect money to loosen up te such an extent that

the business which is likely o make the greatest

stride in prosperity will be the adding machine
manufacturing business. These, :machines, it seems,
are gnaranteed to last but faur years. =5

M—&akbﬂnthe’hk@ﬁt
of a-president who. will maki M

o N

these eash returns.

Following, $1. each: J. Dennis, J. MeDonald, G.
Beagrie, F. P.-Dawes, J. R. MaeDonald, T. Daorrill,
Albm&mmer, A. R. Sineclair, A. Toppans, O.
Eriekson, J. C. Budge, H.-Melbo, J. N. Hintsa, Dr.
F. Ingles, P. F. Gibbs, Wm. Allen. '

C. R. Morrisen, §3; C. H Lake, $2; C. Lestor, §2.

Abeve, Clyirion subs, received from 16th to Sist

Oetober; -inelusive"total. $23. :
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(Centinued from last issue)
VEBY(" invention, every revolution in
E ctive precess, and every fresh
=~ applieatian of science to industry, in-
; creases the power of capital, because it in-
=, _ crlieses the prodmetivity of labour withont the
- bemefit of that indrease going to the produc-
_ _~/rs. The function of the eapitalist, so far as his re-
= lations with the workers are concerned, is to buy
their labour power at the cheapest possible priee,
and to get as much in return for the price he pays
as he possibly ean. If, therefore, a new machine is
mtrodueed into the workshop which will make it
pdmible for one worker to do the work of two, or
.more than two, then the. individnal worker becomes
2 greater profit-producing asset. If, in addition, by
the aid_of the ‘“speed-man’’ and the scientific man-
ager, output ecan be still further increased, eapital
will give these industrial pacemakers its blessing.
- But of the workers in general it will mean that
®  while a greater volume of ecommodities is beimg pro-
dueced, some of their number will find that their
places have been taken by the machine, and they will
be foreed by the pressure of eircumstances to eom-
pete for employment with those inside the faetory.
The history of industrial evolution is the history of
“ a movement of the workers®to a situation in which
: they have less and less of security, and in which they
& have no guarantee that tomorrow will not find them
' ip a far worse position economically than they are
in\today. Production has increased a thousand-fold
as the centuries have advanced. Yes the workers
s - still find themselves engaged from day to day im a
s ceaseless conflict in the workshop, in order that pre-
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» - datory capitalism shall not encroach further upon
; B their meagre'standard of living. This eonflict is not
=1 new between sections of the workers and sections of
z ; the employing eclass. It is betweem the work
=1 B ere- as a class and the employers as a class
: The workers fight with the only weapon they
2 - £ possess—the power to withold themselves from
; ] produetion and hence to make for the time being no
NG profits for their masters. The employing class, com-
& & bined, federated, interwoven and intermingled na-
e | & tionally and internstionally, fights with its hands
-:7: - -upon the storehouses of nature, upon the tools and
e the means of producing wealth. The struggle has
‘- ) within recent years entered upon a still-wider phase.

The eontrol of the machinery of Government being
in the hands of eapitalism, it has, time and time
again, been placed at the dispossl of the dominant
class when open warfare has taken the place of the
silent, ever-present contest in the sphere of produe-

largely been against the use of the power of the
state to assist Capital the better to control the work-
ers. Labour has discovered that in its economie
power, that is, in its organised power to labour or
“ not to labour, it has a weapon that can make or un-
udnayenforee,v&hbon_r is quiescent, but
against labour in revolt the eapitalist State is pow-
erless: That is the lesson of the movement towards
~ State Capitalism, t]

tion. The strikes of the last few years have very °

By W. McLAINE.

community, and aims at giving to lapour a definite
Labour status, a legal fixing of a dividing line be-
tween a working seetion of the community and a
permanent funded patrician class. The edpitalist
ciass knows that sokiety cannot remain stationary.
Its dream is of a future state in whieh it will be
transformed into-a great functionless Feudal heir-
archy, its maintenane¢ made possible by reason of
the surplus wealth which labour’s energy will make
greater as each day passes. Thus from out of the
class conflict does capitalism look te the Servile
State. ;
‘Labour’s Great Task

Viewed from the standpoint of industrial devel-
opment, the”day of the capitalist class has passed
No longer pushing forward and helping along evolu-
tion, it ‘represents all that is reactionary in society
The only-elass that, looking forward, ean still he
revolutionary and that eares nought -for the status
quo, is the working class, which, by labour of hand
and brain, keeps the wheels of all soeial life revolv-
ing. But the capitalist elass will certainly not vol-
untarily abdieate in favour of the workers. On the
eol,trary. the lesson of history is surely this: that the
dominant elass in every epoch has striven with might
and main to retain its hold upon the source from'
whieh its weaith was obtained even when the
changed - conditions had taken from that class its
economic significance. The walls of the capitalist *
Jericho will not fall down in response to resolutions
trumpeted by Labour Conferences, but must be
stormed and ultimately levelled by the workers
organized as a class for the purpose of taking all
power into their own kands. In spite of the abund-
ance of riches which is manifésted on every hand,
capitalism has failed to pgme a decent standard of
life for the people. It hagdailed to provide a eon-
tinuity of any kind-of existenee that is worth while,
and it has failed to safeguard the lives, the health,
and the well-being of the workers. Capitalism must
go, and with it the wage system.

Machine development has removed most, and is
fast removing all the dividing lines which have kept
the.workers separated in groups, each seeking its
own adyancement even though that brought an in-
jury to some other group. It is now possible for a
worker in one industry or braneh of an industry to
be transferred to some other and yet become, in a
very short time as adept in his new oceupation as
he was in the old. The Trade Union form of indbs- *
trial organisation, that was in keeping with the con-
ditions-that produeed the craftsman, the apprentice,
and the demareation dispute, will net and eannot
perform the task that lies ahead. That task is not
negetisting for minor improvements in working
eonditions; these will be coneeded by the employing
class with alacrity, as that elass is placed more and
more on the defensive; and will be given for the pur-
pcse of sidetracking the revolutionary elements in
the army. of organised labour. -The industrial organ-
isations of the future will have placed upen them a
double duty. They will have to displace the employ-
ing-elsss from its position as the dominant factor in
industrial life, and will have to undertake the work
of organising the industrial life of the new society.
Industry, that is to say, the preduction of wealth, is
the ‘basis of the whole fabrie 6f social life and the
success-of the political revolution will be measured
by the amount of attention that has been paid to the
question of the workers’ comtrol of industry. The
chief duty of the workers to themselves is to organ-

enge to the most inefficient and most eorrupt class
that history has produced. It has to organise poli-
tically for the purpose of preventing the ehaos which
« counter-revolution can only bring and of seeing
{¢ it that what labour is prepared to do on the indus-
trial field is not jeopardised

Industrial development has made it possible for
all to live in the very fullest sense of the word, free
from eare as to what the morrow will bring. Hither-
to all the happiness, all the leisure, all the freedom
o enjoy what bountiful nature has provided for her
children has gone to one class, which has appropri-
ated all that labour has produced and has given to
labour in return a mean, miserable lodgement on
sufferanee upon the outskirts of what life really
nieans. '

Workers, the future is ours. We have been rob-
bed through the centuries, we are robbed today to a
greater extent than ever before
and dare to elaim our own.

THE END *

L.et us organise
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Socialist Party of
Canada

We, the Socialist Party of Canada affirm our alleg-
lance to, and support of the principles and programme
of the revolutionary working ciass.

Labor, applied to natural resources, produces all
wealth. The present economic stystem is based upon
capitalist ownership of the means of production, conse-
quently, all the products of labor befong to the capital-
ist class. The capitalist is, therefore, master; the
worker a slave.

So long as the capitalist class remains in possession
of the reins of government all the powers of the State
will be used to protect and defend its property rights in
th emeans of wealth production and its control of the
product of labor.

The capitalist system gives to the capitalist an ever
swelling stream of profits, and to the worker, an ever
increasing measure of misery and degradation

The interest of the working class lies in setting
itself free from capitalist exploitation by the abolition
of the wage system, under which this exploitation, at
the point of production, is cloaked. To accomplish
this necessitates the transformation of capitalist pro-
perty in the means of wealth production into socially
controlled economic forces.

The irrepressible conflict of interest between the

Therefore we call upon all workers to organise un-
der the bammer of the Socialist Party of Canada, with
the object of conguering the political powers for the
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Correspondence

RE CAPITALIST EFFICIENCY.
—— A
Editor Clarion: B
H. W. Woods president of the U. F. A, Chairman AF
berta Wheat Producers Ltd, etc, addressed the farmers
of the Stanmore district on August 12th. For three hours
We sat and listened to a confused jumble of economics,
capitalist myths, meaningless words and phrases that
wellnigh did the English language to death. “False social
lawa” “True democracy,” “Intelligent citizenship”
“Efficiency” and “Ineficiency” were the words repeated
time and time again, no.doubt with the idea of impressing
indelibly these magic words upon the minds of the audi
ence. The audience, which, besides farmers consisted of
preachers, preacherstudents, bank managers, clerks, ete,
did their best and with *bleary eyes and blunted souls”
bhung onto the magic\ words for dear life, believing, so it
seemed, that the salvation and emancipation of mankind
depended upen these words. . Mr. Woods told the pedple
of the great good the U. F. A. had done for them in the
past and promises of even greater things in the future.
The poor debtridden farmers forgot their miseries for a
moment gnd went home rejoicing. And as they went I
thohght I heard them ltn(:
“I will always be staunch
To my mortgaged-up ranch,
In the wilds of the sun-blistered lea;
Where I ean rest my back
On an old gunny sack
As 1 dream of the fortunes to be.
T'is a pleasure for me
Just to gase on, to see:
The mustard, the thistle, the pig weed galore,
Down the road that leads back
To my tar paper shack.
<« To my mortgagedup farm at Stanmore.”

It is a mighty good thing to have parior reformers like
Mr. Woods come along once in a while; it enables students
of the social movemént to gauge sentiment and public
opinion, it reveals those that are true to the class struggie. *
“Eficiency” and “Inefficiency” are two words that Mr.
Woods specializes upen. Mr. Woods’ whole argument can
be summed up thus: THe milling and agriculture imple-
ment industries are éfficient therefore these concerns can
charge any old price they please for their commodities.
-Agricultural implements will be higher mext year than at
“present, all due to the efficiency of the implement business.
The faumers mever had an efficiemt selling organization
aid for that reastl the farmer is Ssmpelled to take just
whst the other fellow chooses to give him and the way
to solve the némfrous problems confronting the world is
for the farmers o establish efficient selling organizations.

Now I never-claimed to know Imuch. 1 have mever won
any prizes at 3 brain judging contest. But the jdea that
that agricultural implements are high because of the sell-
ing efficiency of that industry can be emntertained omly by
those that Know nothing about the matter, or by thdse that
have escaped attention of the authorities in of
mental ipstitutions. According to Mr. Woods’ logic Capi-
talist industries that have lowered prices since the war
are inefficient; those that have maintained high prices are
eficient. The International Harvester Company and the
Standard Oil Company are initerwoven, the directors of .-
the one are in part directors of the other. Capitalists
in order to concemtrate their wealth .marry omly within
their own ecomomic group. So that we find the two great
trusts mentioned ase related by marriage. One would

that the ome trust would be just as efficient in sell
ing their wares as the other, and yet farm implement
prices are on the same level or nearly so as during the
war, while ofls and gasoline are lower in price. According
to Mr. Wﬁnﬁ*hﬁc the Inter. Harvester Company is
efficient and the Standard Oil Company is inefficient, but
the Standard Oil Company is making meney and declaring
fat dividends while the Harvester Company can bardly
make ends meet.

Automobiles and auto tire prices have dropped in some
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provements increased the ability Gl the manufasturer to -
produce more nore goods the markets-for-these were -
Setting less and lesy; With the reseit $hat Canadisn im-
plement concerns aré dperating on part Lilme.' Now ifa
farmer has 1000 acres of fand. bulldings, hofses and ma-
chinery for operating, But only farms 100 acres, it can
be seen that capital fmvested, insurafice depreciation, up-
keep, etc., woull be sg great in farming 100 acres with a
1000-acre” outfit, result would be -waste labor resulting in
high cost of production. That is precisely the condition
of the agrioultural implemen: business. They are pro-
ducing 100 binders in a Tactory capable of producing 1000.
There are fixed charges that remain the:llme
whether 100 or 1000 implements are, produced. Production
under these conditiems is high. Therefore implements
must sell high This ean not be called efficiency. 1 would
call it capitalism digging its own grave.

The eficiency of capifalism' ye gods. Listdn to this
from the pen of J. A. MacDonald: “The eficiency of Capi-
talism! At the presemt time there are approximately
10,600,000 workers umemployed on the North American
continent. Acébrding to the latest government reports
each worker produces om an %verage about twenty dol-
lars worth of wealth each working day. This amount,
which is lost through the efficiency of capitalism, would
build 330,000 homes eosting five thousand dollars each
week. In every city bme can see battalions of this im-
mense army of labor desired even the right to work. In
every division point and at water tanks one can see their
camp fires illumine the night. In these jungles of the work-
ing class, due to the jungles of capitafism, one can find
shoemakers with their toes sticking out through the rem-
nants telling their owmers of the efficiency of capitalism
—an efficiency which puts shoemakers into the jungles or
the bread line, while millions of workers are without shoes,
and machines that eould be making shoes are idle and

rusting.” \

But why enumerate the ever increaging loss through
the social waste of unemployment—the incalculable waste
in wealth, and the waste In the degemeration of the work-
ers, which creates all values. The efficiency of capitalism!
That is well displayed in the millions of men who are
working, yet producing mothing of social value, or worse,
whose activity is antisecial. In the modérn cities under
capitalism there is an amount of uselesz and wasted labor
that would, if properly directed, be sufficient, fo deStroy
disease, enlighted mankind, and forever clean the, earth
ofnte-eom-geo(m. We find thousands of busi-
ness establishments segifing the same product. Thous
ands of useless clerks do] work for hundreds of use-
less business ‘where, under a sane system
iwo or three ceatral stores. would be sufficient. Mfilions
of dollars are wasted each week In useless advertising,
auch as “Buy yoar Pear's Soap at Robem’s,"—met by
“Buy your Pear’s Soap at Skinem's”

Hundreds o? salesmen, middiemen, wholesalers, all part
of an inefficient commercial system are part of the “ineffi-
ciency of capitalism™ Recently I was in Calgary, and
rmdmth«dtbehﬂu&mofuweﬁdmcyofupl-
talism: Thousands of workers, lured by the siren songs
of progperity, had bought their own homes. They had be-
lievad?thn"mty'mnoneo(tbemme(
the present system. Then in the dark years of 1914 to
1919 they went to France under the lure of another siren
song: “A world fit for heroes to live in.” Then some of
them eame back to the darker years of undiluted Wilson-
ha"democncy. And now they are living in the era of
capitalist eficlency in a world where war is ended. But
they are not living in their own homes. More than half of
the homes in Calgary are owned by the city, taken over
for taxes. This is the efficiency oY ecapitalism. The
efficiency of capitalism!' the efliciency of Qisease and death.
Same years ago Dr. Woods Hutchinson, one of ‘the great
nthmﬂndthe'oridm-edlulmtmmadethe
statement that within the period of ten years the medical
profession could eradicate the white plague, tuberc¢ulosis, .
if they were permitted to get real sanitation, to destroy the
breeding places of the germs which each year are respon-
sible for one out of every sevem deaths on the North Am-
erican continent These germs breed in the dark atmos-
phere of poverty, caused by ill feeding and inbuman condi-
tions. But capitalism for its existence demands the same
eonditbnlnthetnbeyenlodlm But there is a disease
more dread than tuberculosis: the lving death of nsanity.
An expert on this subject within the last month made the
statement that if the present percentage of increase in this
disease were continued the estire world would be Insane
in another forty years. The whele worid will be as insane
as the capitalist system in forty years unless the workers
take 2 hand in the management of industry and the re-
clamation of humanity from the scourge of the present
system. Either the workers will organize or within forty
years the emtire world will be craxy, and being crazy,
fitted to admire the efficiency of capitalism, a social =ys-
tem a3 demented as ever formed the halluncination of a

Under capitalism there can be but ome sanity, the

- sanity of revolt. But one eficiency, and that the eficiency

of seeking to bufld a new hociety that will be efficiéncy, &
noble mansion in which the workers of the world can ex-
preas their spitit of workmanship, and find scope for thefr
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Thus M‘ &0 first
from which the Lord

Stanmore, Alberta.

OBITUARY.

——

Editor Clarion:

The Comrades in Edmonten have me to inform
you of the death of s great supporter’ subseriber of
the S. P. of C. and The Clarion. Wo'ﬂ'h’.b.
have the following notice inserted in the Westetn Cilarion:

Ralph Benedict died on October 12, when be was at
& meeling in the néw Empire Theatre, of heart fallut®

He spent all his life in the working-class movemeat and
nothing was too small or too great for' hint to do for the
cause he worked for.

Having taken part in the movement in Russia, France
and Great Britain, and lasily Canads, his experiences
taught him the value of education, and he was always
ready to help organize a meeting, or give his whele sup-
port to any S. P.'of C. propagandist

He was buried on the 15th and a large procession took
place, of all grades of thought in the movement, to show
their last respects for the work he had dome. Represent-
atives of the Labor Party, Workers’ Party, §. P. of C. and
the Workman’s Circle spoke at the funeral and we ean
truly say he died as he lived. A good Comrade in the fight
far working class emancipation.

Yours Fraternally,
J. Jacobs.
Edmonton, Alta.
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