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the year 1863, to be able to present our
readers with a sermon on a subjeet of gee-
neral interest by the Rev. Dr. Covk, Que-
bee; and to announce that it is our inten-
tion periodically to coutinue the insertion
of sermons by others of the most ennnent
ministers of the Synod, provided we find

that such an arrangement will be aceept- !

able to our readers. We have also plea-
sure in stating that a zealous adherent and
most active lay member of our Chureh hag
agreed to favour us with montbly articles
on the “Ieroes of the Scottish Reforma-
tion.” of which that ou the Regent Murray,
the first of the series, will be found in an-
other part of our present number; while
one of our ministers, who is already well
known to the readers of the Presbyterian,
by hixinteresting and instructive articles on
the Roman Catacombs, has favourably re-
ceived a proposal to write for us monthly on
the prominent characters of Qld Testament
history.  We hopeto be ina position to in-
sert the first of these articlesin our Febru-
ary number, and also to state the sources
whenee we expect to reccive more original
matter exclusively prepared for this journal.
We would now thank our friends and subseri-
bers for the confidence they have shown
us in past years, and for the -
berality which has now enabled us to is-
sue the Presbyterian cut and stitched, and
priitedon abetter quality of paper ; and to
say that a continuance of such liberality, and
of the encouraging assurances which we
have of late received that our labours have
been appreciated, will induce wus not to re-
lax in our efforts to make the journal in
every respect worthy of the position it oc-
cupics, and of the Church with which it is
conneeted. It is now upwards of fifteen
years since our first numnber was issued,
and many changes have we all experienced
since then. Many of those who are our
readers now were then in infancy and early
years. They have now entered on busy

|
|
|
|

"~ We are glad, in this our first issuc for { life, and are engaged in contending with

its difficulties and caves.  And, alas, very
many who were with us at the commence-
ment of our labours have been called away
toanswer for their improvement of privileges
~ . . o
at God's tribunal.  Indeed when we look
around us, and mark the changes caused
by the removal of so many on the one hand,
and the advancement toward maturity of
so many on the other, we feel almost as if
we were surrounded by another race. * But
still we rejoice in the privilege of being able,
in our humble way, to advance the inter-
csts of the Chureh, and promote the cause
of humanity, and, wishing our readers n
the deepest and highest sense, a happy
New Year, we proceed in our enterprise.

In compliance with the request of Dr.
Cook, we 1nsert, though not without hesi-
tation, the letter of the Rev. James Mair, of
Martintown, which lately appeared in the
Toronto Globe; heritation, arising from an
unwillingness to disseminate erroncousstate-
ments. Nevertheless, on the principle of quds
alteram partem, and because the matter is
one of vital importance, we make room for
Mr. Mair’s letter, but in doing so we cannot
allow some of his statements to pass un-
challenged. He says he was settled in
Martintown, and ““ when settled was given
to understand that £50 a year was to be
punctually paid to him from the Temporal-
ities Fund ; and therefore he holds the Sy-
nod legally indebted to him, year by year,
for that amount” and anounces that he wiil
claim that right before the Synod or any
other court. A virtuous resolve truly.
But exnikilo nihil fit. If the Board have
not funds to pay with, courts will scarcely
order them to trench upon their invest-
ments to pay stipends to recent acquisitions
to the Synod. But what are the simple
facts. The ministers of the Church agreed
to commute their stipends with the Govern-
ment, and the Synud, by its own resolu-
tion, on the 1Ith of January, 1855,



2 THE PRESBYTERIAN.

gave, as the Commutaticn Act required,
their sanction to the commutation of the sti-
pends of those ministers who should give to
certain commissioners named by the Synod
power togive adischarge to the Government
for those claims to salary to which the faith
of the Crown was pledged, “and to join the
same into one Fund ;” subject, however, to
the fundamental condition, which it should
not be competent for the Synod at any
time to alter,—unless with the consent of
the ministers granting such power and au-
thority,—that the interest of the Fund
should be devoted in the first instance to
the payment of £112 10s. (to the commu-
ting ministers), and that the next claim
if the Fund should admit, and as soon as
it should admit, to the £112 10s, should
be that of the ministers now on the
Synod’s Roll, and who have been put on
the Synod’s Roll since the 9th of May,
1853 (and who were refused commutation
by the Government)..

On the faith of and in conformity with
this resolution and pledge, and in response
to acircular proposing to prefer these two
classes of claims, which were thereby ereated
alienon “ theone Fund,” the ministers were
requested by the Commissioners to authorise
them by power of attdrney to commute
their stipends, and to hand over the amount
to be joined with other similar funds into
one Fund to be regulated by the Synod,
subject to the fundamental constitution
contained in the minutes of Synod held on
the 11th of January, 1855, and above re-
ferred to.

The ministers, with one esception, com-
plied. The amounts were reccived and
consolidated into one Fund, and in 1858
an Act of Parliament was passed, incorpor-
ating the Temporalitics Board, and vesting
in them the moneys held by the commis-
sioners, subject however to the condition
“that the annual interest and revenues
should remain charged, and subjeet to the
several annual ehargesin favour of the seve-
ral ministers and partics severally entitled
thereto, of the several amounts and respect-
ive characters and durations as the same
were counstituted and declared at- the for-
mation of the Fuunds, und the juining of
the sume tnto one Fund.”

We have been thus particular in our
statement, as the fucts are of importance,
and we deduce from them the following
results:

1st. That the revenucs of the Fund are
pledged to the payment of £112 10s., to
the ministers who created the Fund; and

that without their consent, if the revenues
of the Tund are sufficient to pay it, this
annuity cannot be :educed.

2nd. That the next charge is that to the
twelve ministers who were excluded from the
commutation, subject to the sufficiency of
the revenues at the disposal of the Board
after paying the first charge.

3rd. That all other ministers and miss
ionaries are entitled to share in the surplus
revenues in such manner as by the by-law
of the corporation shall be defined ; the act
authorizing the corporation by by-law to
fix the rate or scale of stipends, such by-
law being subject to the approval of the
Synod.

Under such By-law, then, falls the Rey.
Mr. Mair, who was settled in Martintown
in September 1860, on his coming to
Canada, and what says the By-law,
adopted by the Board and ratified by the
Synod, after full discussion at the meeting
previously held in” June of that year?
After providing for the two first charges,
it gives to all others until such time “ag .
the Board shall otherwise determine” £50
per annum as a minimum stipend.  The
tfunds are now insufficient; and the Board
in conseqhience have determined to pay
£50 per annum to the new Ministers
in the order of their priority, which wzs
in fact, the plain and evident meaning of”
the minute of Synod of 1856, quoted
by Mr. Mair, as we read and understand it.
There is here then no question of right or
pledge but of judicious action. We believe
that the Board have acted with wisdom and
according to thcir best judgment. We shall
not enter into the question of interest ex-
cept to obscrve that Mr. Mair has altoge-
ther underrated the rate obtained by the
Board. Nor shall we discuss the question
of'the management of the Fund. The execu-
tive Committee, who have had the special
management of the Fund subject to the
supervision of the Board, viz: Thos,
Paton, Es,., of the Bank of British North
Auwerica, Chairman, the Rev. Alexander
Mathicson, D. D., (and not Mr. Morris a8
the Rev. Dr. Couk, in his letter to the
congregation of Martintown, inadvertently
states,) and John Greenshields, Eaq., are
quite competent to defend their action.
We regret that such erroncous statements
should have been so rashly hazarded and
so widcly circulated, and trust that the
efforts of the Board to benefit Mr. Mair
and those in like circumstances with him,
may be sustaiued by the people, and prove
largely successful.
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Very few congregations have yet re-
sponded to the appeal for aid towards the
erection of the French Mission Church in
Montreal. Had the undertaking been a
purely loeal or a very impracticable one,
this might not have been wondered at. But
theapathy shown to a Syvnodical scheme of
great importance, and of casy accomplish-
ment, were even the majority of our con-
gregationsalive to it, is unacountable, The
expectation of $25 or 830 from each
is surely not extravagaut, and the proposal
o raise that amount in small sums is sure-
%not beset with any peculiar difficulty.

ho would grudue 12}, 25, or 50 cents,
for such an ohject? When wethink of
the few returns that have been made, we
are tempted to ask,—Has the eunterprise
been really explained and commended to
the people? Have any steps been taken
to encourage and set agoiag the work of
collecting?  If these questivnsinay be an-
swered in the affirmative, the reply in the
albsence of remittances must be accepted
a8 a sad proof of prevailing indifference to
missionary interesis—if in the negative,
those who are 1espousible for it, and who
in Synod gave their concurrence {o the
approval of the commitiee’s proposal, have
yet to give the only sa.isfuctory proof that
the Synod’s recommeudation is something
better than asham. The proposal submit-
ted by the committee, was thought 1o have
simplivity, as al-0 ecunomy of time, labour,
and expeuse, in itg favour, It will be a
pity if Mr. Tanner has to be taken away
from his proper work. to enter upon a coi-
lecting tour.  Yet the committee are shut
up to this course; aud unliss the receipts
of the next few weeks are far more en-
couraging than they have hihero been,
they must atonce proceed togive effect to it

From the last mo.thly 1ep0tt of Mr.
Baridou, we are gad to learn that his
work is going guicily but steadily on. At
Chisy, 9 mi.es from Mover's, Mr. 13, held
regular miceiings for vears Lefore he be-
came our misstomuy, with a nomber of
families comverted to the Prutestaut faith,
The wectings took place in the Preshy-
terian Church of the place, or in the school
house. In his vepo.t. Mr. Bariden thus

states the cause of their dscontinuance and -

subsequent resimptions  “The  Baptist
propiga.a with its holy jealousy came to
raise 1ty thar, on which we read for motto,
¢ Come 10 the Jordas.” These poor people,
always umille to 1ctort their sophism.
thoughit it was & meitorius work to he
Plunged in he river  Two or three of

them were immersed. In presence of such
a disloyal concu.rence, I stopped going
there rather thap make war. Baptist
preachers were at work for a few months
amongst them, but they were soou discour-
aged.  Not having so much success in
p'unging them, as they expected, thay left
them aside. After a lapse of time, thay
call anew on my ministry, being anxious
to have religious service every fortnight,
I went to preach to them two weeks ago,
Some cf them are warmly decided to go
forward, but others have backwarded. The
devil draws advantage from our religious
factions.”

After mentioning some particulars about
Centreville, Mr. B, describes an interesting
scene, in which he administered baptism
to a mother, the wife of a French Canadian
and her child—the former on her confession
of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,

An invitation to observe a Week of Spe-
cial Prayer at the commencement of the
ensuing vear has been issued by the British
Evangclical Alliance,  They thauktully
acknowledge the valuable ail rendered by
the various Missionary Societies aud other
institutions in kindly undertaking to trans.
mit copies to the address of their respective
stations and agents abroad.

Former invitations to observe a Week
of Special and United Prayer at the be-
ginuing of the year have met with a very
extensive and hearty response, From al-
most every country in every quatter of the
globe did much prayer ascend to heaven
duting that hallowed week on behalf both
of the Church and of the World.

The manifest hlessings by which these
seasous have been muked render it impe-
rative upon us to repeat them. Chiistiang
of every country and name are, thercfore,
affectionately recommended to set apart
the eight days, Januiry 4—11 (inclusive)
of the ensuin¢ yvear, for simultaneous and
carnest supplication with thanksgiving to
Him who has commanded—* Pray without
ceaing. In every thing give thauks: for
this is the will of God in ‘Christ Jesus con-
cerning you.”

As the topics suitable for intercession
have been given publicity to in all the
leading papers, we Jdo nut repeat them he e,

May the Spirit of grace and of supphca-
tion be abundantly poured out upon all
who respond to thisinvitation! May théie
prayers come up with acceptance before
God, the Fathier Alwighty, thiough the
Priesthood ot His Bleased Son'!
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As our journal is now issued in an im- ' out his parish, and if he neglect to do this,
proved form, we confidently trust that j no small blame must lie with him if the
both Ministers and Laymen will use their | scheresof the Church are in his ncighbour-
utmost cudeavour to have its circulation | houd insufficiently suppurted.  We intend
incrcased.  From no selfish motive do we | to have ourselves furnished with data by
ask them to do this, but solely, that by all | which we can ealeulate und show to our rea-
the passing ccclesiastical events of impor- | ders, the influence which the diffusion of
tance being known, the interests of the | Missionary information has upon the con-
Church may be forwarded. Let our l tributions of the people.  Meantime in the
people only know fully what the Church is | absence of such duta, we confidently afirm
doing. and they will gludly give the Church | that their liberality will be in proportion to
the means of doing yet more abundantly. | their acquaintance with the circumstances
Many ministers have already lent usa help- | of the case which is intended to escite the
ing hand and donc their duty well; but ! Jiberality.  As this paper then is the only
there are many others whe might do equally | medium of religions and Missionary intelli-
weli who have as yet done nothing. - genee which our Church at present €njoys,

Every minister should feel it a privilese ; we trust that when the above assertion is
10 make known to his people what is de- | taken into consideration, many new names
sigucd to promote the cause of religion, | will as 4 cunswquence be added to vur sub-
and stimulatea Missionary spirit through-  scribers’ list.

TR ST oy it
Aferary Hofiess,

PravING AND WonKiING. Being someac-  prayer as well as action cover the most re
count of what men can do when in car- . cent period of spiritual activity in Germany-
nest. Dawson Brothers, Great St. James : Conscious of a work to do, in the strength
St.. Montreal. ¢ of that cunsciousness they committed it to

- _ s God, not holding that prayer should nul-

dc(}‘(-(;' (tll?c '::;:: dc’o 3:;‘:3;)‘:’:3 :;gc:::];glgf; iify their cfforts, but mlcnsxf}:, guide and

work. as we want to be taught the need and };u}x;ng ;2;’:’0"':’(;1‘:;:3;:“:’0"5;:;: 5“;,‘,’:’;‘3:\3;

enr 37 3 ! $ ¥ s by
i‘ﬁa’:ﬁ“fﬁlf’&?ﬁ‘,’c"&a;‘ﬁ“ﬁ,',’:é;'ni;ii.‘a.f‘;'f,? their intensity of purpose, breadth of sym-

it, vet cstablishes greater than the world's ; i’f,'l"c‘m?é’c‘;f,'l,‘;"i,‘}ﬁ{} ;‘S:}:‘L‘; cf;l't‘h :1'. 311:‘:::,

works. Forgatfulness of d;'S :r:l“;l is dan- istic of a healthy churchis in their country

Ferons, aye: “_“‘}*(Eid““‘}‘f‘ en : ;c‘smlc ] . wider and stronger than here. The volums

tical ’-'."—'3""';510 ' Igto': lspmh s d T before us, coming from the pen of one who

and ;5’1:::‘13“: Aws. : ':n dt ’:“';:!:'_!p:!x}’ , has the advantage of being known to_many
> . I < - - - T
tious m:l'.cri:xlisxan; and is further, we unwil- ; gn?\‘;; ;‘.ﬁdf:l’n’:i;‘:ma in Good Words,

Yingly confess, 2 clear peril of our present | ; y

timvc.j Ueartily then do we hail the work i

Before us, which is intended to indoctrinate

oar minds into the bclic:'_ that prayer is not ;

an arolirary proviston for temporary cir- |
cums_tanccg II;ut is fixed in tl?co ways of &e. Dawson Brothers, Great St. James

God, and in harnony with the settled ac- | St., Mentreal.

tions of the world and the laws of human This work, contzining thoughts on  the

conduct. Thzauthorproves the trath of this | Mystery of Sorrow, a Future Life, Recog-

principle by giving the history of Wichern,  nition in Heaven, &e., &c., isnot the product

Flicdner, &¢., who hase cach of them per- | of 2 me.2 theorist or of an unsuccessful

formed somcthing very remarkable, inde- ; Minister, but of one who has ever sought

peadently of the resalt of theirlives; shoi- | to ground his opinions on gospel truth, and
3ng dowrly that if men begin in God'suame | whose iabours have been signally blessed by

a itting wark, God will cstablish it, answer ; heaven.  Abounding in ideas, which are

their prayersteandingit, and enable them to | throughout striking, and, here and  there

deal wiscly, righteously, and prosperously by ; couched in language of the loftiest genius
it. The labours aeoomylishedi)y these men of | and manlicst love, the volume cannot fail to

b4

Parisa Parers: By Norman McLcod
D.D., enc of her Majesty’s Chaplains for
Scotland.  Author of Wee Davie, &c.,




THE PRESBYTERIAN.

interest; and we are sure our readers will |
not rise from its perusal without having
thankdd us for having recommended it to
their attention.  With admirable skill the !
author has shown that Pruvidence can in-
flict no wound on the human soul that
Christianity cannot heal, and with delicate
tenderness does he administer the antidotal
clement. Humanity, to enuble it to bear
its ills, needs consolation ; and we know of
nothing which will minister so cficctively
10 this need as a perusal of the part of the
book before us which is devoted to a soh-
tion of the mystery of sorrow; or which
will better tend to lead us to yield ourselves
meckly and lovingly into Jehoval's hands
in the full assurance of faith that our in-
terests arc there in best and safest keeping ;
and cause us tu feel that it is our first duty
and noblest privilege to trust him when we
cannot trace him, being persuaded that he
docs all things well, and that what we know
not now, we shall know hereafter. Then,
again, when treating the subject of recogni-
tion in heaven, the author never bounds into
those cloudy regions of grand words and mis-
ty speculations, which common intellects,
despairing to reach, look up to in wonder;
but uniformly pursues such lines of thought
as cannot fail to cheer the weakest-minded
Christian on amid the world’s darkness, to
cnlighten the cyes of his understanding,
and show him, as far as human language can,
i what is the hope of his calling and what
the riches of the glory of his inheritance in
the saints.”

Cntren Psawvory.  Edinburgh, Edmon.
stone & Douglas, or throngh any Book-
scller.

This appears to have heen originally de-
livered as a sermon, from Ephesians v,
19, but where or by whom no information
is vouclsafed. The intention of the preach-
er or writer is lo advocate the u<e of in-
stramnental music in churches, and this he
does with great moderatien and  good
sehse. After an historical statement of the
casg, and a review of the arguments that
have bLeen used on both sides of the
question, the fullowing is the conclusion lo
which the auther comes 3

The cxtent to nhich masic should e emyloy-
ed, and the farm that it should take, are mat-
tetx, therefore, that depend on the culture or

cducation of vaice, hand, ear,and jodgment ar
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indeed, or barbarous, in the esteem of another;
while that which would be only pleasant and
serviceable to the latter, might be like speech
in an unhnown tongue, or lihe Babel svunds to
the former. Here, then, as uften elsewlere, we
are reminded of the necessity and the right,
both of congregational liberty in matters of
congregational interest, and of personal liber-
ty in matters of personal intercst.

This conclusion is certainly sound, but
there are nevertheless many who think and
act diflerently, to the annoyance of their
fellow-men, and to the spread of a bitter
and intolerant feeling towards each other.
The following paragraph concludes the
sermon, which we recommemi to the at-
tention of our readers :—

Happy are they whose natural faculties have
been so drawn out and trained as to prove ap-
propnate and useful instruments for promoting
both their uwn and their ncighbours” edifica-
tion by means of psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs! Yet only less happy are
they who, if not able to assist either others
or themselves in this way, can be assisted by
others' psalms and Lymus and spiritual songs
to sing and to psalm in their own hearts to the
Lord ! And, again, only less happy than these
are & third class, with whom, if they can
neither aid or be aided in this way, yet ¥ the
melodies abide of the everlasting chime,” and

¢ Who carry music in their heart

Through dusky lane and wrangling mart;
Plying their daily task with busier feet,
Because their sceret souls a holy strain repeat.”

There are, too, as we have seen, spiritual fecl-
ings and aspirations that no musiccan cither
express or beighten ; so that, when song hag
exhausted its potwers, the soul is still ready and
wishful for sublimer communion with God, and
fecls that only heaven can satisfyit. Aud thrico
happr is this soul ! And it shall be satisGed 1

Marcarer Warser: or, Tur Youse
Wire at e Fawn. Dawson Brothers,
Great St Jaames Sirect, Montreal.

This isa very inferesting  book and
well  adapted  for a2 Sabbath  School
hbrarv. Wnitten in an casy, unatfected and
lively stile, it affords without the least
pretension 2 great deal of information, and
reads oul many uscful lessons which it is
desimble should be inculeated on the young.

SATAN TO [T ROTND WITH OLD RAGS.

Whercin shall Satan be confined during tho
milleanium, or wherewith shall hie be bound?
In some “mpregnablo forlress oF coalwgeal pri-
san? With some adamantine chains? N,
hat his towering laok shall be hronght low,

tasic. The mune, whether vocal o7 instra- ; aad his pride hambled in the dast, when hio

mentai, that sagld safice for tie preseat need :
of anc man, o7 of enc church, ant aaly xoald
be insallicient, butmight be offensive, childish,

Ends himscll firmiy boanl with nothing bat
old rags and a fox thougllig e, Bib!c.’x!ruth. -
L OTNG.



THE PRESBYTERIAN.,

@he Choreh in Ganada.

DR. COOK'S CIRCULAR AND THE AN-
SWERS THERETO.

We make no apology for complying with
the request of Dr. Cook, in inscrting the
following ictter. We consider the work in
which he is engaged, under the autho-ity
of the Temporalitics Board, of vital impor-
ance to the Church, a work too, of brotherly

and kindly fecling on the part of the Com-

itteeand of the Board, which it seems im-

possible forany one not to understandand |
appreciate; and it is right that the church |
should know how far it is, or is nct, en- .

couraged by ministers and congregations.

The great majority of the answers which |

have been received up to this date, are, we
rejoice to say, favourable to the scheme,
and give promisc of itssuccessful working.

To the Editor of the Preshyteriun.
Mg. Epitor.—May I request you to in-
sert in your next number, the enclosed cir-
cular, from a Comumittee of the Tempor-
slities Board, with 2 specimen of the an-
swers.  The first I should not send, hadit
not already appeared in the Glode : nor

probably the others, but that the honour of !

the church scems to require the contrast.
The first, your readers will observe, isfrom
one¢ of the ministers, for whose behoof the
Committee of the Board is makingcarnest
exertion. The others are from privileged
ministers, who are to derive no advantage
from that csertion. I enclose also for
publication minutes of a mecting of the
congregation of Martintown, and the copy
of a letter from myself to Neil J. McGil-
livray, Esq., chairman of the meeting, for
which also I hope you will spare room.
1 am, Mr. Editor,
Your obedient servant,
Joux Cookx.

Quobce, Sth Dec., 1862,

QuEszc, 15t November, 1862.

RsvD. 4¥0 DRar Sr,—Iaminstructed to ex-
plain 2o you the state of the Fund under the
management of the Temporalities Board :—

At the meeting ©.” the Board in Montreal, on
Taesday, the 11th inst., it was fonnd that the
revesue of the Board, for the half-year ending

on the 31st December, amounted from interest |

of investments, to £4339 i3s., to which sumis
t0 be added £90, derived from Gongregational
collections to the Contingent Fond, makiog &
{otal of £4429 13. The privileged claims for
tbe balf ycar amount o £3906 Ss., leaviog &

i balance of £523 8s., which enables the Board
to pay only Diwenty-one of the Forly-eight non-
privileged ministers on the Roll of the Synod,

¢ excluding from the list of recipients the Ticenty-

* scven last inducted. It further appeared, that

‘ to meet the January payments of this year, the

+ members of the Board, anticipating a Letter

! state of things, did themselves advance ths sum

lof £172 105, and to meet the July payment,

. £506 8s. By the first advance, {en, and by the

second, f{icenly-fico ministers were paid, for

whom the Fund made no provision; against
whom, thercfore, the sums received on these

' w0 occasions, as standing in the books of the

Board, must be charged with interes:, when in

progress of time they come upon the list of re-

cipients. To make all this clear, there is ap-
pended to this letter, first, a list of non-privi-
leged ministers to be included in the Janu-
ary payments; sccond, a list of ministers who

. must be excluded ; and, thirdly, a list of minis-
ters indebted to the Fund, with the sums, due
by them respectively.

The condition of the Fund, which this state-
ment exhibits, arises from three causes :—First,
the reduction of interest on some of the invest-
ments; Sccondly, the increase of ministers on

- the roll of tiic Synod ; and, Thirdly, the scan-

* tiness of the congregational collections to the

Contingent Fund. The Board decply lameat

this state of things; and with a view 10 itsim-

provement, and 2o the bringing up of the Fund
to such a sum as will cnable the Board to pay
crery minister on the rol), an ohject which they

have deeply at heart, they have appointed s

Coramittee to thect in this City, and 20 corres-

pond, through the ministers, with every con-

gregation in the Province. Of this Committee

i have been appointed Chairman, and I have

now carnestiy to centreat vour atteation to s

plan for the increase of our finances, the lead-

ing provisions of which have received the sanc-
tion of the Board.

To pay twenty-seven minisiers, &t the rato of
Z£50 a year, there is required the sum of £1350.
On the roll of the Synod, thereare 106 congre-
gations. Itisproposcd that each congregation
be charged with the payment of £30 yearly, to
be pxrid half-yearly by a certain day—say the
first of May, and the lst November, to the
Treasurer of the Temporalitics Board; and
this to be in licu of the Congregational
Collection to the Contingent Fund. The
Board are willing that when congregations
have contributed to the Ifome Mission Fund,
sums extending over a term of years, they be
allowed to deduet the $50 from such contri-
butions, if they desire it. The Board have re-
solved that such annual payments of $50 are
jndispensible to the placiag on the list of re-
cipients, any who are now cxcluded, or who
may hereafter be placed on tho roll of the Sy-
nod; and while they wish it to to understood
¢ that it is the duly of Ministers, as well asothers

to contribule to the Fund according to their
means, they will require from ministers assuc-
ance that such xnnual sum of $350 is bona-fids
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obtained fromtheir congregations, and not paid
by themselves, further than by a contribution
as aforesaid. With the view of carrying this
plan into operation, I am to entreat you to call
together your Elders, Trustees, or Congrega-
tions, and to obtain from them a pledge for such
annual payments, in the way which you may
conceive to be most binding, and to arrange
‘measures for the fulfilment of the pledge. A
Church Socicety, each member contributing so
much—2a special subscription to make up the
sum—the regular collection of §1 every Sab-
bath after divine service ;—these are plauns,
which it has occurred to us to suggest to you.
Ministers, whether privileged ornon-privileged,
who receive from the Fuad, will, it is hoped,
have a special and brotherly regard to the ne-
cessities of those ministers, who, if the plan
should fail, must be excluded from any par-
ticipation in the Fund, and doall in their pow-
er to sccure to the Board this annual payment
from their congregations; considering also,
1bat the increase of the Church, as far as it is
dependent on this fund, requires the adoption
of tbe plan proposed.

The larger and more wealthy congregations

aud will come forward to a much larger
extent than $50 a year, ard they will be dealt
With {0 do s0, separately and individually. But
their extra contributions should be regarded
a8 onc source from which new Ministers arc to
be paid—another being the stipends, which fall
in at the death of the privileged ministers.

It will be proper for you to state to your
sdngregation that the privileges of these minis-
ters come from their having given the money
which constitutes the Fund, and the rights
which they reserved.

If this plan is adopted by the congregations
of the Church, the Board will take steps to
bave the Ministers, who were paid from advan-
seg made in January and July .last, relieved
from the debt which must otherwise be charged
against them. ’

I have to entreat sn answer to this communi-
cation asspeedily as possible, and will onlyadd
further, that if cach ministeris prepared to say
—" Aly congregation cannot pay in this moncy
mmediately, but I see my way so cleariy to
the sdoption of this plan by it, that [ am willing
Jor once that the sum of $25 be deducted frorm
my sllowance for January, to be repaid to me
by my congregation,"—the January payment
will be made to all ministers, on the roll. A
letter to this clicct would Tequire to reach me
by the 15th December. It would be greaty
Teore desirable if the minister could sav—the
$25 hias been paid—bnat cither way & greatevil
wouid be avoided, and much misery spared to
those who have calculated on recciving the
asual allowancs.

T heartily pray that Ged may be pleased to
give to 2ll, ministers and people, a spirit of
generous liberalily  towards this important
tcheme. And, once more cntreating to it your
immediate allention, and o this communica-
tion a speedy answer,

T am, Revd. aud Dear Sir, Yours truly,
JOHYN COOK.
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List of non-privileged Ministers whom the Board
will be enabled to pay in January next :—

Revds. Robert Stevenson, Peter Watson,
John Campbell, (Brock.), W. E. McKay, W.
Snodgrass, A. Buchan, Huph Niven, W White,
James Sivewright, W, Miller, . McKee, M.
\V. Livingstone, James Herald, Charles Camp-
bell, James Patterson, W. Masson, J. S. Dou-
glas, W. C. Clark, Joseph Evans, Alex. For-
bes, John Hogg.

List of non-privileged Ministers whom the Board
will be unable to pay in Junuary next :—

Revds. Donald Ross, Jobn Rannmie, W. F.
Canning, David Camelon, P, Nicol, David
Stott, (Missionary,) George Porteous, James
Mair, James Carmichacl, W. Stewart, John
Hay, W. R. Ross, John Darroch, James Black,
Archibald Curric, John Wells, John Cameron,
William Darroéh, James S. Mullan, H. J,
Borthwick, Robert Campbell, James Wilscn. R
G. McLaren, J. G. Smith, James B. Mullen,
Mr. Ross, Mr. Cameron, Mr. McLennan,

List of Ministers, to pay whom, in Jan. 1862, the
Board was obliged to borrow ; with amounts
overdrawn s

Revds. John Wells, (New Richmond, C.E.)
$45.00; John Cameron, $10.00; Arch. Currie,
$32.00; John Darroch, $65.00; James Black,
$60.00; Walter Ross, $100.00 ; John Hay,
$100.00; W. Stewart, $190,00 ; James Car-
michae), $100.00; James Mair, $100.00;

List of Ministers, to pay whom, in July, 1862, the
Board was obliged to borrow ; with amounls
oterdrawn.

Revds. H. J. Brothwick, $60.00; R. Camp-
bell, $45.00 ; James Wilson, $10.00; William
Darroch, $100.00; James S. Mallen, $100.00 5
John Cameron, $100.00; Archibald Currie,
$100.00; James Black, $100.00; John Dar-
roch, $100.00; W. R. Ross, $100.00; Jobn
Hay, $100.00; W. Stewart, $100.00; James
Carmichael, $100.00; James Mair, $100.00;
George Portcous, $100.00; David Stott,
$100.00; F. Nicol, $100.00; D. Camelen,
$100.00 ; W. T. Canning, $100.00; John Ran-
nie, $100.00; Donald Ross, $100.00; Jobn
Hogg, $100.00.

Sottt GrorGETOWY, Nov. 20th, 1862,
The Rer. Dr. Cook, Qucbec:

Drar Doctor,—I supposc rou arc the Joba
Cook from whom comes the circular about the
Temporalitics Fund, though neither D. D
nor . M. C,, is added to the signature, Iof
| course authorize the retaining of the $25 from
the sum dac to me at the end of the year, and
will xttend to the other rccommendr.u.oa,
though I cannot well do it till after the New

CRT.

Yours very truly,
J. C. MUIR.

Wimrar, Nov. 26th, 1862,
. TAc Rer. John Cook, D.D. :

Drar Sin,—~I 1o-day received your circular
; of the 15th instant relative to the Temporali-
tics Fund. in reply, 1 brg to say, that § shall

-
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tske the carliest favourable opportunity of sub-
mitting your scheme of annual congregational
contributions to my congregation. In the
meantime I enclose $25 as a first instalment of
the $50, on behalf of the Parochial Associa-
tion of my church. It is taken from a fund
for the decoration of the pulpit ; but we cheer-
fully apply it at present to the more urgent
object submitted in your circular.
Believe me, with respectful regards,
Rev. and dear Sir,

Yours very truly,
K. McLENNAX.

Arsrrior, 4th Dec., 1862.
The Rer. John Cook, D.D. :

Dzar Sik,—Yours of the 15th ult,, came to
hand in duc time. I sympathize deeply with
the twenty-seven brethren, for whom the Tem-
poralities Board can make no provision, To-
day I called & mecting of the Trustees of my
congregation. To raise money i> not easy, but
we have agreed to try it by Sabbath Evening
collections.

Please therefore for this once to take $25
from my January allowance, and apply it for
the aid of those unprovided for. I remuin,

Yours, truly,
PETFR LINDSAY.

14th Dec. 1862. Up to this date an-
swers have been reccived to the same cffect,
and in the same liberal spirit, from

@ amem e Pt e maerten e mEd: A SAAe Aeheaiasagn - 4o e

Mr. Snodgrass,...... St. Paul’s, Muntreal,
Dr. Urquhbart, .. ..Cornwall,

Mr. Hozg,.......... Guelph,

Mr. Geo. Bell,.. . . Clifton,

Mr. Macdoneli,. . . Fergus,

Mr. Patterson,. . .. Hemmingford, |
Mr. Clarke,........ Middleville, )
Mr. McKeg,....... - Orangeville, |
Mr. Douglas,....... Peterburgh, ;
Mr. Mann,....... - - Pakenham, :
Mr. McMorine..... Ramsay, !
Mr. Thomson,...... Renfrew, '
Mr. Walker,....... « Belleville,

Mr. Ferguson,...... 1,’Orignal, i
Mr. Spence,....... . Ottawa,

Mr. White,..........Richmond,
Mr. Neill,..........Seymour,
Dr. Skinuer,...... - Nelson & Waterdown,

and from Mr. Cooper, in behalf of the con. .
eation of Nelson and Waterdown, of
which Dr. Skinner is minister, who sends «
at once the $50 required.
The congregations of almost the whole
of the twenty-seven cxcluded, have come
forward to pay the required contribution.

-

The Manse, Martintown, Nov. 29, 1562,
Raveresp Sir—I have your lctter of the
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tfelders,” my * trustees,” nor my ¥ congrega-
tion,” but I have given your letter my most
serious counsideration, and find I am constrained
to answer vou as follows:—

1st. I was settled in Martintown by the
Presbytery of Glengarry, acting under the
authority of the Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, in councction with the
Church of Scotland. When scttled I was given
to understand that £50 a year was to be punc-
tually paid to me from the Temporalities Fund,
and upon that understanding I signed the usual
guarantee of allowance to the Widow’s and
Orphan'’s Fund. 1 therefore hold the Synod
legally indebted to me, year by year, for that
amount, sabject to the conditions mentioned
below. If the Synod had in any year warned
presbyteries against promising this amount to
intrants, it might have been different, but in
the Synod minutes I find no such warning
given. .

2nd. The deliverance of Synaod on this subject
in the year 156, at Kingston is :—That a com-
mittee, consisting of, &c., be appointed, that
the interest of the Commutation Funds and of
all such funds 2as may come into their hands,
shall, by them, be applied in the following
manner :—

¢ 1. For the payment of £112 10s. perannum
to the ministers who commuted.

2. For the payment of £100 a2 year to the
eleven ministers who were or the Synod roll at
the time of the sccularizatioa of the clergy
reserves, but who were not purmitied to com-
mute, and—

#3. For the payment to all ministers not so
provided for, £100 a-year, if the funds in their
bands admit of it; it being understood that
such aunual subscriptions as may be received for
the sustentation of the church, arc to be applied
to this last mentioned purposc; further, that
if the sum that can he disposed of for this purpose
should at any time be wnsufficient lo gice £100a
year, the whole sum be dicided among the claim-
anls, but the devisten shall aot be continued after
the aliowance to cach minister has fallen o £50.7

Now, Sir, if there is meaning in words, the
fund has came to thst passat whick it ought to
be discontinued. Does not the deliverance to
the Synod say :(—but the division shall not be

. continucd after the atlowaunce to cach minister

has fallen to £50. The allowance has falien
to £50 and below i, therefore, according to this
deliverance the division ought to he stopped.
But no—rvour Board continues that disision,
spending year by vear all the mouey upon those
wh> by chance bave been long scitled, and
who, therefore, ought to be the best able o do
withont it, and depriving thosc lately setiled,
who, being young men aud generally in poor
congregations, can least afford to wantit. I
would not ;  nasc 1o discentintic the £100 to
the privilegea cleven, although I cannot con-
caive what better right they have to suchasum
than thase sctiled after them.  But1 distincly
assert thatso long as the remainder of the Fund
continues to be divided among the fortunate
tireaty-one, I have a right to my share, and if
moral principic or the voice of the Synod do
not give it o me, perhaps civil law may do me

15th of November. 1 havc called neither my i justice. If you would act according to the
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deliverances of our highest court, the Synod,
the thought of appeal could never enter my
mind; but if, for the sake of some, who, from
your behaviour, are likely to be fricnds of your
spoliation system, you cut and carve the money
then I shall do all in my power to preventit.
It is true that at it3 last meeting the Synod
did accept your report, and thereby scemed to
sanction the system of continuing the allow-
ances to a few, and cutting off the rest. But
here the Synod was constitutionally at fault.
If the acceptance of the report be held as
sanctioning and giving authority to this plan,
it is equivalent to changing what had been, up
to that time, a standing rule of our Church.
They changed a resolution come to—a law en-
acted in 1856. Such change they cffected at one
fell swoop, as, according to the constitution of
our Church, can only be cifected by submitting
the proposed change asza. overture to be passed
by the Synod as such, and submitied to the
several Presbyteries of the Church for their opi-
nious. If any of the *{wenfy-seren™ bear to be

thus trampled on, the spirit of the fathers must .

have departed from the sons.

Were the division discontinued, as the Synod
in 1856 distinctly declared it should be, the
¢ forty-cight™ clergymen might all be deprived
for a year or two, but at the end of such time
all would again become recipients. By your
plan those now cut off are never likely again
te participate. This} for certain, if the funds
are allowed to contioue uunder such manage-
ment as the present; unless the congrega-
tions arc foolish enough to invest still more
woney in a Fund that has ever been & bone
of contention—a Fund that has waddled
through such a deal of mismanagement that it
is next to 2 miracle it now cxiste—a Fund con-
cerning the investment of which the managers
have anever given an account to those who
trusted them—a Fund entirely per se in every
feature. Great has been the peculation at
times in public funds. Butl dare assert that
never in the management of any public trust
were the directors so outrageously confident in
their power of casting dust in the cyes of their
sharcholders, that year after year they should
systematically refuse a full report.  In no sin-
gle report since the temporalities fund fell into
the present management, has there been a state-
ment of the sums invested, or of the rate of
interest. I have tried to make something Jike
an approximation to the rate at which your in-
vestmenss pay, and find that the average is
somewhere nbout five per cent. per annum.  If
1 am wrong. you have yourseives to blawe, for
the least you conld have done was to have told
us how you had invested the funds, and =at
what mitc of interest. It scems as if yvou had
forgotten that the Fund belongs to us; that
ever since the ministers so nobly instituted the
Fund, cvery individual minister bas a right,
title, and interest in that Fand. Norw, it is
well known that cight per cent. has been offer-
cd to you for the money ; cqually well is it
known that good <afe investments can cven
now be had at cight per cent.  Had this money
been thusinvested, sometiing like $15,000 more
would have been in hand for the past year
alone—a sum suflicient to pay three timns the
number of the poor unfortunates; while, in
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past years, at this rate, plenty would have ac-
crued to Lave prevented you the necessity of
¢ advancing.”

3rd. In your letter you speak of *a list of
ministers indebted to the Fund, with the sums
due by them respectively.” If, in reading
your letter, and reviewing your proceedings in
reference to this Fuund for years, I could bave
retained & shadow of an idea in favour of your
business capabilities, that shadow would have
been dispelled by this sentence. What? Do
you really mean to make us refund the sums
thus referred to, or to deduct them from the
incomes we may in the future receive, if the
fund should ever attain that position, (of which
I have little hope under its present manage-
ment 7) Was it ever heard of among business
men, that one should borrow a sum and give
it 10 his unwitting neighbour as his right, and &
few days or years after meet him with the de-
wand, * I borrowed that sum to pay vou, I
cannot refund it, you must.” Out°upon the
absurdity. None of the  twenty-seven” had
a voice in the borrowing, yet you say, we heve
torefund! Let those who advised you to borrow,
if any did, refund. I for onc, and ¥ believe
many more, had no voice in the borrowing, for
the system was begun before my arrival in the
country. And I may state thatif I had had
the least idea of your system of managiug the
fund, I never would have placed myself under
obligations to it. Meantime, as I am placed, I
shall defend my rights to the last before your
board, the Synod, or any court that, under the
glorious British constitution, protects the eccle-
siastical as well a3 civil rights of every sub-

ject

When I have time to meet my congregation,
I shall lct you know their mind on this matter.

I am, &c,,

JAMES MAIR, AM.
Rev. Jous Cook, Quebee.

e e —————

At Martintown, and within St. Andrew’s
Church, 4th December, 1562, the Congregation
met pursuznt to notice from the PPuipit.

Moved by thic Rev. J. Mair, seconded by Mr.
Alexander Robertson, and unanimously agreed
that N. J. McGillivray, Esq., take the chair,
aund that Mr. P, W. Couroy act as Sccretary.

Inter alia.—Moved by Mr. Alexander Robert-
son, seconded by Mr. Duncan McLennan, ané
resolved—

I. That this cengregation do express their
dissatisfaction with the manaer in which the
Temporalities Fund has been managed during
the past few years.

Moved by Mr. Robert Blackwood, seconded
by Mr. . W, Conroey, and resolved—

T1. That this congregation, before lending
itsclf to the payment of the S50 mentivned in
Dr. Cook’s circular, ask further cxplanation
regarding the manner in which it, by payment
of this sum, sccures the amount of $206 to the
pastor.  Whether it is necessary that every
congregation shonld pay the sum of $30 be-
fore any minister, now cut off the list of reci-
picnts, becores cntitled to his share; or can
any individunl congregation by payiag its
§50 have a just claim for the full amount to
its minister.
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Moved by Mr. Alexander Kinloch, seconded
by Mr. Robert Hill, and resolved—

III. That this congregation are prepared to
guarantee the sum required ($50) so soon as
they become satisfied that by so doing they
secure the usual payment to their miunister.

The meeting was closed with the benedic-

tion.
NEIL J. McGILLIVRAY.
P. W. CONROY, Sec.

Neil J. McGillivray, Esq.,

DEar Sir,—I have to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of a Copy of the Resolutions passed at a
meeting of the Congregation of Martintown,
on the 4th inst., of which you were chairman:
and ¥ shall lay them before the Board atits
next :neeting.

I regret io find that the respectable Congre-

gation of Martintown have thought it necessa-
ry to express their dissatisfaction with the
management of the Temporalities Fund. With
the management of that fund, which has only
been in cxistence for a few years, I think the
Congregation can scarcely be conceived to be
much acquainted. When I state that the gen-
temen with whom the management has rested
mainly, I may almost say entirely, are Thomas
Paton, Manager of the Bank of British North
America; John Greenshields, Merchant; and
Alexander Morris, M. P. P., Advocate;—men
known over the Province for their business ca-
pacity, their sound judgment, and unsullied
integrity,—I think the Congregation will pro-
bably be disposed to believe that they have
been misled, by statements made in ignorance
and misapprehension.
. The rule on which the Board is bound to act,
in the payment of non-privileged ministers, is
to give £50 a year to each minister, ns long as
the funds in their hands will admit,—beginning
with the first inducted, and taking ministers in
the order of their induction. Whatever monics
may come in from the congregations of the pri-
vileged mipisters, under the plan stated in my
circular, will be distributed on the same princi-
ple, 25 also from the congregations of the non-
privileged ; with this exception, that if the
Board cannot transform the $30 into $200, it
will return the $350 to the minister from whose
congregation it comes. Such is the view, at
least, of the Committee, and 1 have no donbt
it will be approved by the Board as just and
reasonable.

Our object, howerver, is to ensare, if possible
the payment of £30 a vear to every minister ;
and though seme ministers should hehave fool-
ishly, and others prove indifferent to the wants
of their brethren, =ud be followed in this by
their congregations, we shall not relas onr cx-
ertions, or despair of a favourable result.

I am. dear Sir,
Very respectfully yvours,
JOUN GCOOK.
Qucebee, Sth Dez., 1862,

POINT ST. CHARLES CHURCH, MON-
TREAL.

We have pleasure in stating that the Con-
gregation worshipping in the above CGhurch
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entered beartily into the proposal of subscrib-
ing the sum required for the Home Mission
Fund, in terms of the circular of Dr. Cook.
A few ladies undertook the work of collecting,
and in & very short time were able to report
that there had been subscribed $110, fifty of
which will be paid over to the Home Mission
Fund, and the remaining sixty to the manse
building Fund. If, in this newly organized,
and by no means wealthy congregation, such
a result with vigorous effort could be acrived
at, what may we not expect from older and
wealthier congregations.

CATECHIST'S LABOURS IN ROXBORO'.

(Read by Mr. Joshua Fraser before Glengarry
Presbytery and published at their request.)

Agrecably to the appointment of Presbytery,
I entered upon my labours in this Township on
the third Sabbath of May by holding service in
a private house, my audience numbering about
50 persons.

At that meeting I explained to the people
the object of my coming, and.announced my
intention of residing awmong them for some
months, intimating, at the same time, that I
would (God willing) conduct services every
Sabbath morning, organize a Sabbath School,
and commence visiting among them. Accor-
Cingly I commenced a regudar system of visi-
tation among the people the following day,
and was busily occupicd with this for some
time. Bj some 1 was received with great cor-
diality, by others with decided cocluess. 1
found that the Methodists had been labour-
ing among them for the last two years;—
having vegular services, and holding their
usual intlammatory meetings, and in conse-
quence had succeeded in attaching nota few of
the adlicrents of our church to them. Many
were, therefore, inciined to look upon me as
an intruder, or at best, to use their own term
“ the opposition preacher.” I am happy, how-
ever, to report that I found some whu were
sincerely attached to the church of Seotland,
though the great majority were in the usual
state of those who have been long deprived of
the means of grace—careless and indifferent.

1 conducted service every Sabbath meorning,
and taught the Sunday School in the after-
noon. Uur meetings were held at first ina
school-housc, but as that proved too small
and incommodious we removed from it toa
large barn, where awve held our meetings till
the fall when we were compelled to return to
the school house, as the barn was required Sor
the storage of grain.  The services, I am hap-
Py to sax, were aluays attended by Iarge and
respectful andicnces, the average number dur-
ing the smnmer being about ouc hundred and
fif:y persons.

The Sunday-School also was Iargely attend-
cd; commencing with fifty it graduaily increas-
cd to cighty, and remained at that number all
summer.  We were forlunate also, in sccuring
the scrvices of competent teachers. The spirit
with which all, both old nud young, cntered in-
1o this sabbath school cnterprise, was most
pleasing and ceconraging ; and 1 fecl confident
in saying that wuder the biessing of God, this.
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school will of itself, repay the labours of your | Thi feeling has arisen from misunderstandings

catechist in this section. I cannot here omit ac-
knowledging the generous and munificent grant
of fifty Bibles to the Sabbath-school from the
Bible Society of Martintown congregation,
likewise of fifty volumes of Subbath school books
from St. Paul's Sabbath-school, Moztreal.
These grants, with a library of one hundred
volumes purchased by the people themselves,
and a large quantity of tracts grataitously sup-
plied, tended somewhat to remedy the evil ef-
fects which had arisen among them from a state
of ahnost total destitution of religious reading
matter.

Owing to the scattered state of the popula-
tion, and the difficulty of defining the bounda-
ries of a new congregation in such a locality,
it is almost impossible to estimate exactly the
number of families belonging to our church. Dur-
ing the summer I visited over fifty familics;
of these, I think, about thirty may be cousider-
cd as belonging to the Roxboro’ congregation
of the Church of Scotland. And, withat
uoubt, this number would be Iargely increased,
perhaps doubled, if the people were supplied
with regular services,

The great disadvantage under which both
catechist and people laboured during the past
summer, in not having a suitable building in
which to mect, is about to he remedied, The
people have decided to ercct a church. The
proper site has already been chosen, and the
necessary arrangements made for erecting a
suitable place of worship thereon.  The church
—a log one—to cost about £70 (exclusive of
the frame, which the people themselves intend
to crect,) is expected 1o be completed and
ready for service by the beguining of next sum-
mer.

though it 15 not likely 2t least fur many years
0 become a2 self-supporting congregation, yet
1t will undoubtedly be a most important mis-

. their Alma Mater.
. .1 of this has taken place during the last few

Altogether the missionary ficld at Roxboro’ is ! &
aninteresting one, and well warthy of the foster- * 1ociion of minerals and plants, presented to the
ing carc and assistance of the Presbytery. For X ’

and dissensions with regard to the respective
cluims of cach party to a church which has
been in process of erection for some time. As
the merits of this case have been so frequently
brought under the notice of this Presbytery, it
is ungeceszary for me to enter into them. Suf-
fice it to say, that overlooking the past alto-
gether, and, judging by the present state of af-
fairs,a union between these two bodies, eitheras
one congregation, or for the purpose of having
what is called a union church, i3 impossible.
If there are to be two congregations, and that
now secms a settled fact, there must be two
churches. Accordingly, the adherents of the
church of Scoiland have resolved to erect a
church for themselves, and have taken all the
necessary steps for doing so. This church (a
brick building 24 by 36 estimated to cost £350)
is expected to be ready for service in about a
year. I may add that the committee have sub-
scriptions already to the amount of nearly £300.

In conuection with our church at Alexandria
and its bnmediate vicinity, we have about
cighteen families. As may be very casily con-
ceived this congregation cannot be seif-sup-
porting; like Roxboro' it can be only 2 mission
station, and, I bave o doubt, also an impor-
tant one.  The people themselves are anxious
to unite ¢itier with the congregation of Loch-
iel or with that of Dalhousie Mills ; but in this
they wish to be guided by the advice and coun-
sel of the Presbytery.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE MUSEGM.

It is pleasing to find that the students and
araduates of Queen’s College do not forget
A very gratifying instance

days, in the shape of a large and valuable col-

muscuin of the Cniversity by Messrs Augustus

; Thibodo, Oliver Thibodo, and Robert Thibodo,
¢ whoare now at Walla Walla, Washington Ter-

sion station ; and, if joined to another of cqual *

importance, will be well able 1o cantribule its
share towards the support of a minister.

CATECHIST'S LABOURSIN ALEXANDRIA. '

I commenced my labours in Alexandria ac-
cording to the appointment of the Preshytery
on the third Sabbath of Angust, and, ns directed,
alternated during the remainder, of ty engage-
ment botwixt Alexandrin and Roxboro™—the
distance between these places being twenty
miles. I co-operated with the Free Chuch mis-
gionary of Alexandria, in the Sunday School,
and also in weekly prayer-meetings.

I usually held two scrvices on Sabbath in
the School house. These were always inrgely at-
tended. The population of Alexandria is about
§ve hundred ; of these about cighty or a hun-
dred arc protestants. These are divided be-
tween the Free Church and the Church of
Scotland-—-theudherents of the latter being near-
Iy three times the number of those of the for-
mwer.  Between these two bodics, I am sorry 0
report, there has existed =n unfriendly feeling
for some years—a feeling which has placed re-

' from the Pacific coast.

——c e e mman o - ta—

ritory. The specimens are sixty in number,
and have been gathered at different places
throughout British Columbia, Oregon, Wash-
ington Territory and Mexico. The collection
was received in good order through Mr. John
Worswick, who has just returned to this city
The thanks of the
Senate have been conveyed to the donors for
this valuable gift.

OPENING OF A NEW CHURCH IN
VAUGHAN.

This church was opened for divine service on
Sunday, the 16th of Novembver; when tho pas-
tor, the Rev. Donald Ross, preached in Gaclie
at half-past ten, a. m., choosing for his text 1
Rings, viii. 27. The Rev. Mr. Bain, Scarboro’,
followed in English at twelve, discoursing from
Pealm xxvii. 4. At halfspast six, p.m., the Rev.
Mr. Gordon, Markham, conducted the devo-
tional services, 2nd read and commented on an
apprapriate portinn of Scripture, followed by
the Rev. Mr. Carmlchael, of King, who preach-
cd from Acts xvii. 26. Thc attendance at all
the dicts was large, the spacious church being
crowded cven to the passages, and great nums-

ligious affairs in a rather_unhappy condition. ' bers unzble to obiain admission. Liberal col-
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lections were made in aid of the Building Fund.
This church, situated in Mapleville, opposite
the old one, on the other side of the highway,
is seated for 350, and ig, in all respects, a model
of taste and elegance. Even with abundant ma-
terial for brick onthe spot, the conmnittee, we
think wisely, decided in favour of timber, but
of the best description, and resting on a foun-
dation of five feet of solid masonry. The de-
sign and workmanship are about the best we
have seen. The spire is lofty and well propor-
tioned, and the bartizan very gracefully orna-
mented. For the first time, the solemn sound
of a bell summoned the people to the worship
of God. The painter’s brush has done its work
within and without with the happiest effect. A
large chandelier hangs from an ornate circle in
the centre, and all along the side walls are
glass lamps with metallic reflectors ; the cffect
in the evening was fine, and showed the illumi-
nating power of the new oil to equal the most
copious supply of gas. Sheds have been erec-
ted in the ample area reserved for the purpose,
of sufficient depth to protect both horses and
conveyances from the inclemency of the wea-
ther, and trees have been planted to afford ad-
ditional shade. Nor must we forget the vestry,
immediately behind the pulpit, which is fitted
up with great neatness and every convenience;
while the pulpit itself is spacious, tastefully
covered with crimson velvet, and the entire
back decorated with gold leaf in the shape of
diamonds. This cdifice, which, with due care,
will retain its strength and beauty for at least
three generations, has been crected— ground in-
cluded—for two thousand dollars, the last cent
of which will be paid by the first of January,
1863. The people of Vaughan appear to value
their privileges, and to know that God helps
those who lelp themselves, for they rely on
the means with which his providence blesses
them. Theother church, belonging to this pas-
torate, on the sceventh concession, has been
abandoned for the thriving village of Kicins-
berg, one mile and a half distant, where accom-
modation has been found, in the meantine, in
the Lutberan church ; but measures are in pro-
gress for the ercction of another, on a very
compmanding site, which. for capacity and cle-
gance, is expecied to outvie the one at Maple-
ville. ¢ Beautiful for situation, the joy of the
whole carth is Mount Zion. Walk ahout Zion,
aud go round abuvut ner: tell the towers there-
of. Mark ye well her bulwarks, cousider her
pasnces ; that ye may tell it to the generations
following. For this Gad is our Gud for ever
and ever; bic will be our guide cven unto
death.?

PRESBYTERY QF GLENGARRY.

The Presbrtery of Glengarry held their
usual quarterly meeting in the Church in Corn-
wall on the sccond Wednesday of last month,
Mr. Mair, Moderator. The mecting was thinly
attended ; only cight members present out of
twenty-two.  The business was in general
toutinc. Interesting reports were read by
Joshua Fraser and William Ferguson, mission-
arics within the hounds of the Preshytery. This
Preshytery have endeavoured to inaugurate a
Presbrierial mission, by which they propose to
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raise two hundeed dollars annually, and thug
have the benefit year by year of the services of
a student missionary for the summer months.
The sucecss with which Mr. Fraser, the mission-
ary fur the past summer, has laboured, and
with which his labouts have been crowned,
ought to make them more zealous in the cause :
while the encouragement they have received
from their congregations ought to make them
enter on the scheme at once, without any doubt
about the supply of the necessary funds. Three
congregations alone—those of Cornwall,
Martintown and Osnabruck—have raised
$59,00—while themission stations have raised
over $60.00.
The Presbytery next took up the interim act
“ anent the calling and settling of ministers.”
The two questions connected with this sub-
ject, presenting themselves for discussion were:
Whether the word member was synonymous
with “communicant {” and, whether, according
to the present constitution of the church, the
call is to besigned by auherents, although not
comnunicants ? The two questions were of
course referred to the Synod. They both involve
principles of thz utinost importance. Concer-
ning the first it may be mentioned that the word
tmember, in the ecclesiastical code of ourmother
church, is invarinbly synonymous with commu-
mcant : while in this country, it scems to
have been used as signifying mercly adherent.
Concerning the seconé question, it is absolutely
necessary that the attention of the Synod
should be called to it; for we believe that the
synod bas never yet said whom they expect to
sign 2 call, nor whose signatures shall be held
as giving validity thereto.

PRESBYTERY OF GLENGARRY MISSION
UN

The members of the Presbytery of Glengarry,
whose congregations have not ret gontributed
to the Preshytery Mission Fund, are requested
by the Preshytery clerk, to attend tosthe in-
junctions of the Presbytery in this matter, and
to transmit contributions without further deiay
to the treasurer, the Rev. Dr. Grqubart.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

On Manday. the 29th November, the trustees,
professors, and students, met to witness the
induction of Mr. Murray to the chair of moral
and mental philosophy. There was also a large
and influential gathering of the town's people.
The principal, after opening the meeting with
praver, rcferred to the steps taken by the
trustees to fill the vacant chair. A corres-
pondence was opened with the most distin-
guished professors and mctaphysicians  of
Scotland ; and, with gratifying unanimity, they
indicated Mr. Murmy as the most suitable man.
Mr. Murray was onc of the most distinguished
students of Sir William Hamilton, and under
this great master had made himsclf acquainted
with Scotlish mctaphysics. He afterwards
proceeded to Germany, and studied German
philosophy, at some of the most distinguished
scats of learning. It was hardly possible to
overcstimate this advantage.  Most of e in-
gidious attacks on Christianity at the preseat
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day, are under the guise of German philosophy ;
and it is important that the defenders of

f

Chiristianity should be thoroughly acqnainted *
with that philosophy. Some of the ablest apolo- '

gists of the Christinn faith, at the presentday,
hiave derived their knowledge of German phil-
osophy from second haud sources, and their

defence has consequentls failed in its effect. -

Mr. Murray, enjoyed the advantage of Jhe most
direct sources of infurmation, and is conse-
quently in the best pusition for meeting the
recent attacks on the Christian faith.  The
first duty of a professor is to instruct his stu-
dents, but it is also expected that he should
aid in advancing the branch of krowledge to
which his chair belongs. Canada, though a
young country, is still old enough 10 do some-
thing for the extension of science. He was very
much mistaken in his estimate of Mr. Murray,
if he did not gain for himself a distinguished
place among the philosophers of our times,
by his contributions to metaphysical science.
The cereraony of imluction being gone throngh,
Mr. Murray's name was enrolled in the list of
members of the College Senate, and he then
proceeded to deliver his introductury lveture,
of, which the following is an ahstract :—
Professor Murray commenced his lecture by
remarking that, as all knewledge must start
from an indefinite conception of the object
kno -n, he intended at the outset ¢ present
his students with such an indefinitc conception
of plillosophy to guide their subsequent studies.
The prelimunary concepiion of philosophy
which ke then sketched, may be thus bricfly
indicated. Philosophy is really, as it is ciymo-
logically, the love of wisdom: bLut the mean-
ing to be drawn from this ctymology is not
that the philosopher {oves, without claiming ac-
taally to possess, wisdom, but that wisdom, and
none of the less worthy objects by which other
men are attracted, is that which he loves and
pursues.  What then is wisdomw 7 what is that,
the love of which you profess in the study of
philosophy 2—The Greek term 4aote, contain-
ing the same radical syllable as its Latin equi-
valent sapicatia, must be regarded as express-
ing primarily taste, then the delicate rdiscern-
ment or accurate knowledge of anything what-
ever. The Saxon term wisdom again expresses
the condition of the man who may be said o
ecis or know ; and thus both the Greek and
Saxon t=rms used to denole the object of your
studies teach yoa that what you arc to love
and follow after is knowledge, distinctly so
called.~—thatis accurate knowledge ; for know-
ledge is knowledge only in so far as ilis nc-
curate. But ull the scicnces imply the love of
knowledge : science is but a Latin name for
knowledge. Whatis it then that distingnishes
philosophy from the other sciences 7 The
other sciences investigate each onc class of the
various objccts presented in our Knowledge.
PThilosophy asks a question prior, in the onder
of things, to that with which they arc occupied.
It asks not, What is this or that particular ob-
ject of Knowledge? but what is knowledge it-
scif 7 But of the objects presented to us we
sa¥ not ouly that we know them, we say also
that they exist. The other scicnces Inguire
into these existing objects. PPhilosophy again
seminds them of & previous question, What is ex-
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istence ? This twofold object, knowing and
being, science and existence, constitute the
entire matter about which phidosophy is con-
versant. Now before the resalts of the sciences
can be vinaicated as unmistakably correct, the
questions must be answered, whether in the
act of knowledge there have been no elements
to disturb the process of scientific inquiry, and
whether our theories of existing things have
not overlooke! the counditions themselves of
existence.  Ouly when these questions have
been answered can scieuce be regarded as com-
plete; and as the science of knowing and being
imparts to the rest of the sciences this com-~
pleteness, as it is the last step i the process
towards their demonstrated certa.aty, he who
carries his inquiries up to this height, asindeed
every truly scientific mind must, may be call-
ed, in a higher scnse than any who stops short
of this, a philesopher, 2 lover of wisdom or
knowledge.—Ilaving found thus that philoso-
phy i3 the love of wisdom and that wisdom is
knowledge, we are brought to the inqguiry,
what is knowledge ? Having answered this,
we shall proceed to consider the forms under
which knowl ige is maunifested and the laws
or conditions which must be fulfilled in order
to its realisation. In the fact of knowledge
we shall discover the elements of action and
passion with their accompanying feelings of
picasure or pan, and the desires generated in
consequence, to reach the former or uvoid the
latter of these. Ju the element of action we
shall have to view the fuct that there are
events of which wo account can be given except
as originated by ourselves; and the con-
sciousness of accountableness or responsibility,
as of an imperative law of duty, with the neces~
sary inferences will bring us at last to the
most important department of the studies with
which we are to be engaged, the science of
cthics, moral philasophy.

The ontline,~—Professor Murray concluded,—
which I have thus sketched to you, I do not of
course expect that you will fully understand.
It may be impassible also for me, owing 10 the
recent date of my call to this chair, and my ig-
norance of the necessities of a country in
which 1 have vet resided but a few days, to £ill
up the sketeh with any completeness; but it is
my hope that I may at {cast be able to put you
on the way towards completing the sketeh for
yourselves. For as your studies in the univer-
sity should in no department be regarded =as
the completion, but 1ather mercly a5 the be-
ginning of that education which is to fit you
for going successfully through the duties of
life, so in the department of philosophy above
all others, itis far more important that you
should become a  philozopher, n lover of
wisdom, than that you should master, even in
its minutest detsils, any one philosophical sys-
tem.  All systews hinve necessarily been con-
ditioned by the limitations of time and space
to which humaun life, mental as well as bodily,
is everywhere subjected ; and it is idic vanity
in auy wan to arrogate to his sysiem an ap-
proach cven to absolute exemption from theso
limilations. The system which you may be
tanght here must take its form from the
influcnees amid which your teacher has been
brought up; and he wiil be the Isst who will
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wish you to suppose that there are not ‘“many
things in heaven and earth which have never
been dreamt of in his philosophy ” or in the
philosopby of the school from which he has
come. These heavenly and earthly things,
suggesting their eternal questions to every
lover of wisdom, remain still to be studied
after every system attempting to explain them
has had its day. ¢ Which,” says Schiller,—
¢ Which of all the philosophies now remaineth,
I know not; but philosophy shall still, I hope,
ever remain”

With these remarks, Gentlemen, I may be
allowed to connect a concluding observation,
which they suggest with regard to ethical phil-
osophy, and its study. If every philosophy is
but a philosophy of the time in which it was
constructed, then even the best ethical philo-
sophy of heathenism must, as too many systems
of ethics have forgotten, Mil to give entire sat-
isfaction to those who bave not been shut out
from the influences of Christiapity. It is not
necessary that we should turn this chair into
a pulpit, or our classroom into a theological
hall; but if nowan dare teach astronomy, as
if Newton’s demonstrations were fallacies; or
chemistry, as if Sir H. Davy’s discoveries had
aever been made, then unless Christ is to be
denied the rank even of 8 moral teacher, and
unlegs the civilization of the last eighteen cen-
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turies is to be declared a blunder, it mmust be a
preposterous anachronism to treat moral
science without the slightest referenco to what
bas been accomplished by His teachings, as
well as by His life and death. A complete
moral science must take cognizance of the
facts that the moral condition of man, is far
from being perfect ; and that the history of the
buman race, in which you and I are now play-
ing our little parts, is but the historical de-
velopment of a divine plan, in which a place
is allotted to us, for their delivery from their
present abnormal condition, and restoration to
the normal condition which was designed in
their creation. Your study of moral science,
this winter, must be regarded as one of the
means put within your reach, for accomplishe
ing the end contemplated, by this plan, in your
individual case ; and, therefore, if you possess
the spirit of the true philosopher, if you feel
anything of that enthusiastic and self-sacrifi-
cing devotion to the pursuit of wisdom, which
may claim to be called love, you will surely
keop yourself open to the influences issuing
from so sacred a study, and spread the sails of
earnest endeavour to catch the kindly breeze,
that at the session’s close you may have the joy
of finding yourself borne nearer to the haven
of a perfect manhood.

@ ommunications.

To the Editor of the Presbylerian.
ABOUT * ORGANS."
To whom it may concern :—

1 am passionately fond of good music,—I
commiserate most sincercly the man who is
not; ye. I confess I dont like to hear the band
of the Scots Fusileers playing ¢ the Campbells
are comin’,” of 4 Surday morning as I am com-
ing from, and they arc roarching to church. The
inward monitor whispers ¥ there’s a time for
every thing.” Ido love to listen to the sub-
lime strains of the organ pealing solemnly
‘peath the vaulted cavopy of some old ca-
thedral, or even the less pretentious old Eog-
lish parish church; yet I would not insist upon
the introduction of the organ into Presbyterian
Churches so iong as “a weak brother,” either
from conscientious scruples, or long cherished
preiudice, persists in ¢ seeing it to be his duty”
to differ from me. The same swect sounds
that dissolve me into ccstacies may grate harsh-
1y upon his car. What ], in the fulness ofmy
heart, sy style the king of instruments,he may
scornfully denounce as “ akist fu o' whistles,”
or, at best, “a relic of Popery.”

It is not wonderful that the organ question
should bave created some feeling in Canada. It
has been discussed c¢ven in Scotland, and the

advocates for its introduction there derive en-
couragement from the fact that,at least, an
‘*organ question ” exists, nay, is tolerated;
whence they argue, though it may seem from
small premises, that the introduction of instru-
mental aids to devotiop, in the Church of Seot-
land, is but a matter of time.

It is of small importance whether your
humble servant sides with the “ yeas” or
“ nays ;" for the organ question he would speak
ofis of atotally different kind. Itisone that ad-
mits of no discussion. Ithaslong ago beensettled
by consent of all religious denominations. It
is in a manner necessary to their existence.
Episcopalians, Presbyterians of every hue,
Roman Catholics, Independents, Methodists,
Baptists,—each bave an oRGaN, and we havo
ours, * TH® PRESBYTERIAN."”

It is generally koown that this magazine
originated, and has been managed, by lay-
men, at & great sacrifice of tirae, and no incon-
siderable outlay of money. I venture to ssy,
bowever, that the amount of drudgery and ap-
noyance that bas been superadded is nof known,

No doubt * the Conductors” have had to
contend with the blunders of the printing-office
in common with all others who resort thither.
Often must they have been perplexed with
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illegible manuscripts, bored to death with in-
terminable epistles, in which there may have
been but & grain or two of matter in any way
interesting to any body except the self-upin-
ionated, self-conceited contributor, Abused
like pickpockets (if not to their face, what is
worse, behind their backs) if they refused to
insert such, or, if they have printed them, be-
cauge they were ““ put in a corner,” or in “ small
type,” or were not ¢ double leaded.” Possibly
they may have been rudelyreprimanded because
they ventured to express an opinion of their

. own at variance with, what their invariable
politeness prompts them to call “an esteemed
correspondent.” With many journalists svch
annoyances are but offsets on the road to fame
or opulence ; but the hopes and aspirations of
the ¢ Conductors of the Presbyterian ¥’ secem to
centre in the good of others, the height of their
ambition “ that the magazine may yield them
such profits as shall enable them to assist some
of the schemes of the church.”

Nothing is more distateful to the intelligent
reader than a practice, too common with Jour-
nalists now-a-days, that of sounding for ever
their own praises—devoting column upon col-
umn of argument to coavince the reader that
a particular journal is conducted in s manner
-superior to all other journals. A greater or
iess admixture of sach clap-trap finds its way
into most periodicals of the day. But to this
the conductors of “our organ” have never
stooped. They have always contented them-
selves by placing before their readers & modest
snd candid statement of their position, object,
and prospects. Far be it from me to indulge
in falsome flattery, yet would I volunteer a
word or two in behalf of * The Presbyterian.”
The “conductors” will, I am sure, impute to
me no unworthy motive; while to thee, O
Reader! I premise that I bave nothing earthly
to do with the management of it—that its suc-
cess or failure will uo more affect me than the
humblest subscriber.

There is no other channel through which we
can derive the same amount of information res-
pecting the whole Presbyterian family at the
same cost. The Presbyterian is a history of
‘ the Kirk” in Canada, by far the best and most
complete that will ever be written :—and, be-
sides, supplies a want felt in every family, o
fund of useful, interesting and well digested
Sabbath reading. Its columns are open to the
temperate discussion of the various religious
topics of the day : in this way too it is valuable

a3 shewing in what direction runs the current

of public opinion. Through its pages we be-
come conversant with all that is going on in
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our own brauch of the Christian Church—in
the parent Church, as well a3 in the Churches
of the lower provinces. Here we have interest-
ing reports of what is being done in  Queen's
College,” and occasionally interesting ad-
*dresses and lectures by the talented principal
and professors. llere we are told of a new
College springing up in Lower Canada en-
dowed by a princely bequest of a late member
of our Church; and should our gravity be
somewhat unsettled by reading that ¢‘the
Rev. Edwin Haich, B. A., of Trinity College,
Toronto, is for the present the only professor
in the institution,” we have some guarantee
that the supply of academic education in Que-
bee will be kept up equal to the demand, in
the fact that the Rev. Dr. Cook, whose name
is * known in all the Church,” and is of itself
8 tower of strength, is the Principal. We
should remember too that ‘“Rome was not
built in a day,”—a very commonplace saying
that, but I will give you another, more to the
point. Of the University of Edinburgh founded
in 1582, it is written, *“Students were taught
humanity by Rollock, at first the only profes-
gor of whom the College could boast.,” In
1860, this University had a staff of five and
thirty professors, and students to the number
of 1464.

Many other subjects are to be found in the
Presbyterian calculated to arouse our dormant
energies and unite our sympathies, Talk about
Union! it were well did we exhibit the blessed
effects of internal Union—unity of purpose—
widc-spread interest in the gospel cause—a
higher degree by far of that “esprit du corps,’
without which all religious enterprises must
languish.

Itigsurely desirable—is it not possible—~to in-
crease the circulation of this useful, let me add,
well conducted magazine ? and thus diffuse
more widely among our adherents intelligence
of what our church is doing, what she is not
doing, and what she would like to do. If not,
then we must admit a want of an average
share of intelligence. What proportion of our
people take tbe paper, including the illustrions
“five hundred ¥ who never dream of paying
for 1t?7—132,640 Presbyterians in connection
with the Church of Scotland give us 22,000
families—2,000 subscribers is only I in 2 who
read the Presbyterian. The Free Church © Re-
cord ” wriggles its way into 7,000 familics: a
similar reference to figures indicates that i is
read by one family in five.

I believe the ministers of our Chaurch bave

| done what they could to aid in its circulation.
¢ Let us of the Irity now try what we can do.
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If one layman in each congregation would de-
vote a little time and a littie influence in this
direction, ¢ the Presbyterian ™ might soon
double at once its circulation and its useful-
ness.

To those who do take the Presbyterian one
word of advice—In the first place READ IT.
Every subscriber does not do that. Having
read it, don't hurry it with indecent haste to

that “the family 7 may read it too. Lend it i haps even more so than it is now,
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to your neighbour, being sure to caution him
not to have it soiled, nor the leaves turned up,
and, above all, that he refurn it, for you want
to have it bound.” He will thus sec that you
blace some value on it yourself; and if he i~ a
sensible Presbyterian he will take it without
your asking him to do so. Bixp 17? yes, be
sure that you bind it. Each year will give

i you a handsome volume of 350 pages, which,
the book-case, but leave it on the parlour table, | years heace will be a5 interesting to you, per-

Jacos.

@he Feaders of the Reformafion,

There is perhaps no body of men whose
names have been more fiercely assailed than
those of the heroes of the Scottish Re-
formation. Their reputations and achieve-
ments have been attacked from various
points of view, with equal bitterness. Pa-
pist historians have travestied history, to
excuse their abuse of the men who freed
the Church of Seotland from Romish bov-
dage. 'Tory writers have been quite ready
to 1urget the immortal services of our Re-
formers, in hatred of their determiuned op-
position to the interference of Princes with
the inalienable rights of the Church of
Christ.  Prelatists, half envying, half ha-
ting, the deeds of men who made no com-
promise with error, but restored their na-
tional Church to apostolic faith and order,
have delighted to decry the Presbyterian
chicefs.

hate all true religion with bitter hatred,

And the whole host of those who !

{

have been loud in their condemnation of '

such unyielding guardians of the faith.
It rests with true Scotsmen and Presby-

of Mar, was born about the year 1530. It
was at the period of his birth the custom
of Princes to bestow on their illegitimate
children valuable ecclesiastical bencfices ;
and, when quite a child, the Revenues of
the Priory of St Andrews were granted
to the future regent. It does not uppear,
however, that he had ever any intention of
taking orders in the Roman Church. In-
deed, as carly as 1555, we read of his
attending at Calder the preaching of Knox,
and of his expressing a wish that more
could hear him. If we exerpt some skir-
mishes with English invaders in which he
gave carnest of the prowess und military
skill for which he was afierwards so dis-
tinguished, the first public affair in which
he took part, concerned the marriage of
his sister Mary, the unhappy Queen of
Scots, with the Daupbin of ¥rance. With
several noblemen of high rank he proceed-
ed to Paris where he narrowly cscaped

' being poisoned, with several of his com-

terians. of all branches of the Church, to .

defend the fame of men to whom we owe
a debt of lasting gratitude—to declare their
praises—to cclebrate their triumphs—as
well as toremain in affectionate communion

with that Church which they adorned in |

the day of its trial and suffering. With

this view it 1s intended to give in The .

Presbyterian brief sketehes of some of the
men who had a great part in the the work
of the Reformation. There are few who
arc unacquainted with the life of Kuox:
and the first of our scries will be that of
James Stuart, Earl of Murray, whose as-
sistanee was of so much service to him,
and whose untimely death he so deeply
deplored.

James Stuart, son of James V., King of
Scotland, and of Lady Margaret Brskine

panions. It hds been denied that any
foul attempt was made vpon the lives of
the heretically inclined ambassadors. But
it is certain that several of theni died sud-
denly under suspicious circumstances ; and
that the Lord James, as he was then called,
never wholly recovered from the cffects of
doses of which he had partaken. Knox,
driven from Scotland, had in the meantime
retired to Geneva, where Calvin still pre-
sided over a Church which he regarded
with the profoundest respect ; and the work
of Reformation went on but slowly in
Scotland. Grieved at this, Lord James
wrote him from Paris begging him to re-
turn as speedily as possible to Scotland,
and promising him all the assistance in his
power. Knox, detained at Dieppe, did
not however succced in getting back to
Scotland before 1559, when he proceeded
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to Perth where he was soon surrounded by
an earnedt assembly of men who, like him-
self, longed for the good work of Reforma-
tion. The Queen Regent, a fanatical
Papist, as soon as she heard of the doings
of Knox, wrote to Lord James, and to the
Earl of Argyle, complaining of his conduct,
insisting that Knoxand his followers should
immediately retire from Perth, and promis-
ing that if they did so no molestation would
be offered to the inhabitants. Scarce had
they done so, however, than the French
Guards cntered the town, and outraged
in every manner the feelings of the people.
Disgusted at these misdeeds, Lord James
determined to- espouse openly the Pro-
testant side. With Argyle he went to
Fife where he resolutely opposed the Popish
party, and assisted in the destruction of
Popish strongholds. Taking an active
part in the great organization known as
¢the Lords of the congregation,’ he raised
a powerful army, laid seige to Perth, and
drove out the Queen Regent’s foreign

troops. But the struggle was only begin-
ring. When the Queen, who had retired

to Stirling, reached that town, she found
that Liord James and a portion of his troops
had arrived before her; and ruined mon-
asteries, and churches purged of images,
bore witness to the determined zeal of the
army of the Reformed.

But Edinburgh was of course the great
point; and the Protestant army determin-
ed to press on to the capital. To save
Edinburgh, and to keep up her authority,
the Queen Regent invoked the assistance
of France, and luge numbers of French
troops were sent to help her. Al loyal
subjects were urged to come to her aid.
Not only was Lord James, who, though as
yet but a very young man, was regarded
as the leader of the Lords of the Congre-
gation, a wicked heretic; he was also, it
was said, an enemy of legitimate author-
ity; and every artificc wasused to rouse
against him the prejudices, and jealousies
of powerful nobles. But flattery and abuse
were alike unable to turn him from his
course. The work of Reformation, he
said, in reply to a letter purporting to come
from the King and Queen of France, was
Christ’s work, he had cmbarked in it, and
would never sbandon it.  Difficultics how-
ever of all sorts were before the ¢ Congre-
gation ;' and, although their forces reached
Edinburgh, and sct up the Reformed wor-
ship in one of the parish churches of the
aiy, they were compelled to return to
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Stirling. But, the death of the Queen
Regent in June, 1560, lcading to the with-
drawal of the French troops, the prospects
of the Reformers brightened.  Lord James,
after settling public affairs as well as eir-
cumstances permitted, proceeded to Paris
accompanied by a splendid retinue to hold
an interview with his sister, He was
received by Mary with coldness, and it is
rccorded that at Paris he met with a second
narrow escape. A rabble surrounded him
in the street calling out * Huguenot, Hu-
guenot,” and hurling stones at him as he
with difficulty made his way on horseback.
He returned to Scotland in May 1561 with
power from his sister to act as regent till
her arrival. On his return, while he se-
cured peace to the Reformers, he set to work
vigorously to improve the civil adminis-
tration of the country. He cleared the
borders, long infested by daring robbers ;
and when, inthe following February, he
was created Larl of Murray, he entered
upon his title with the approbation of all
good men.

The return of Mary, now Queen of Scot-
land, led, however, to new troubles. The
prosperity of Murray, his growing renown,
and the affection with which hewasregarded
by the people, Toused the fierce enmmity of
haughty nobles, jealous of his just ascen-
dency. It does not appear that many of
them were, like the queen, sincercly attach-
ed to the Romish worship. But, to induce
her to withdraw her confidence from her
brother, they eagerly professed Popish sym-
pathies. Her uncles, of the House of Gnise,
pressed her from France to discard him.
Her priestly advisers never ceased to de-
nounce him. But Mary, knowing the worth
and of his character, his high sense of duty,
his sincere affection, was unwilling to part
with her heretic brother. It was not till
the murder of Darnley, and Mary’s subse-
quent marriage with her husband’s mur-
derer, that Murray asked the queen’s leave
to travel abroad. and retired in disgust
from the profligate court. IHaving heard
in France that Mary was a peisoner a the
Castle of Lochleven, and that his enemy,
Bothwell, had fled to Denmark, he returned
to Scetland, where, with the joint consent
of the queen, and the greater part of the
nobles, he was made regent during the mi-
nority of the young king, afterwards James
1. of Great Britain.

His administration was the best that
Scotland had ever witnessed.  Religion he
encouraged by his example, and supported
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by his power. The suffering Church had
peace for the fulfilment of its work. The
Reformed worship was set up through all
the land.  Ever zcalous for the education
of the people, Knox headed our Reformers
io plann’ng the establishment of those pa-
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night. She died nest morning a raving

. maniac; and her husband vowed that he

would have his revenge.  The regent, he
in common with Im kinsmen, hatcd as

* a politician ; and he was uraed by his uncle

rish schools, which have proved the best .

3ds of religion, and to the instruction given
1 which, second only to the teachine- of the
Churcit itself] is to be aseribed the position
of Scotland at this day. Keligion, and ci-
vil peace and good order, were what the
great regent had at heart.  Love of coun-
try was sceond in him ounly to that love of
religion, without which no country can be
truly happy.  Had popish machinations
and domestic jealousies left him at his post,
he would have handed over Scotland to his
nephew a very different country from what
he reccived it.  Bat cvery instrument
was used agatnst him whom by common
consent the people termed the ** Goad Re-
gent.” The unfortunate queen, aided by a
powerful party, cscaped from Lochleven.
A great battle followed between her troons
and these of the regent. in wiich the re-
gent, commanding in jarson, won . great
and memerable victerv.  Afier the bat-
tle the queen fled towards England,—and
the rexent summoned a par\nmcut to mcct
at Edinburh. The queen of England, al-
ready, perhaps, disliking her kinswoman,
iovited the regent ta London, ta converse
with him personally on the affairs of Scot-
land.
seried that. with unbrotherly Tecling. he
pressed the severest changes amainst his
sister. But. althoagh undonbtedly cazer for
the overthrow of her power, so pernicions
to the best interests of his country, it has
never been proved that he remarded her
witheut pitying affection.  While nego-
tations were thus oing on in Bagland,
new atiempts were mailde by the queen’s
parly in Scotland: and the regent, Inaded
with henors by Elizabeth, returned to
Edinburgh, where he was reccived with ac-
clamations of jov.

But hisend was approaching.  The man
who had been unhurt in maay battles for
the relizion and liberty of his country, was
destined to fall by the hand of an asassin.
Hamilten of Bathwellhaugh, convicted of
a grave offence, had been senteneed to
death, and his jife spared by the clanency
of the regent,. 1 nham,xlv. hawever, part
of his lands passed inta the hands of 2 -

the Archbishop of St. Andrews to make
Murray atone for bis wife's desth e
agreed to the wicked proposal, laid his plans

© with cool couraye, and succceded v wound-

. found be this realin!

ing the regent mertally as he rede into
Lmhthuow followed by 2 cavaleade of
nobles and soldiers.  The regent died on
the duy he was wounded, the 23rd January,
15%0. Hawilton cseaped to ¥rance; to
the end of his life deeply lamenting the
atrocivns deed by which hie had, to revenge
the crimes of another, taken away the hife
of a ruler who had spared his own.

* The death of the regent caused the
deepest grief to a)l the friends of the Pro-
testant cause.  While yet ycung ne had
been taken fram a Charch of which he had
13en the chief defender, fram a nation
which he ajone was able to govern.  Knox
expressed the intensity of his feclings in a
prayerof touching carnestuess. “ O Lord,”
he said, “in what misery and confusion
To what rest and
 quictness by his labors, suddenly he
% brought the same, all cstates, but spe-

S ﬂ::ll) the poor commans can witness.

It has been often calumniousy as ,

“ Thy image, Lord, did so clearly shine in
 that personaye, that the devil and the
“ wicked 1o whom he is prince, could not
** abide if. And so to punish oursins and in-
# gratitude thou hast permittcd ham to fal},
“ to ourpreat grief, into the hands of cruel

¢ and traitarous murderers. Heisat rest, Q

“ lord : we are left in extreme misery.”

" In sermons printed at the time. the last

On

words of the regent ave alluded to.

. somchady at his bedside observing that it

was a pity he had spared Hamikon's Jife,

" he sid, © tluc 18 no ime to regret a doed

. of meres.”

-

" sermon, taking

He was buried at Edinburgh,
in the Church of St. Giles, in the presence
of an immense and weeping concourse of all
classes of the peaple.  Kaox preached the
for his text the words
“ Blessed are the dead which die in the
loord”” The Latin cpitaph on his tomb
was written by Buchanan, whe, in early
vouth had been his teacher. and who has

_ depicted his character in his history.  Over

vage soldier wha look passesdon of his

house in his absence, aud turned out his
balf clad wife inta the enld of a Decemiber

his arms are the words * Religion bewails
her defender;™” and. in the c}utap’h itself,
Buchanan =says, that the monument 1is
erected by a mouming country to testify
sorrow for the Joss of the best man of his
{imne.
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The regent left by his wife, Lady Aone

Keith, two daughters, I‘llzahcth and Mar- .

garet, the cldo,st of whom marcied Sir

Jam&i Stuart of Doune, known in history .

as the ** Bonny Barl of Murray.” The
present Barl of Murray is ninth in direct
.inc from the rezent, and it is worthy of
record that the great Barl of Chatham was
proud to number himsel among his des-
cendants.

Buchanan, who knew the rement well,
says that “ his death was severely felt by
“ the whole community. but especially by
# the common people, who loved him while
alive, and wept over hiim while dead, as
a public parent ; beeause, beyond all his
“ other brilliant actions, they remcmbered
- that the country, fram being everywhere
“in a state of disarder and confu.i don, had
within a year been so corupletely qucllcd
that a person was not mere safe at home
than upen a journev, or at an um; and
naw, laving aside, envv, they, who were
¢ unjust to him while alive, followed him
“ with praises to the wrave.  His house,
like a holy tempie, was free not only from
impiety, bt from improper conversation.

o
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“ His liberality was excessive: he gave
“ much and fi  uently, and the gift was
¢ enhanced by his readiness i ingiving ; and
“ often, iest he should offend the delicacy of

tho% who received a favour, he bestowed

it sscretly by his own hand. At cvery
u me'xl there was read in his house a chap-
“ ter from the sacred Seriptures.” < He
was,” says Archbishop Spottiswovde, “a
man truly good.”

These acconnts of him are borne out by
all the Protestant writers of his own, and
the following generations.  Surely itis an
honour to defend such a character from the
calummnies of the euemics of all good—
surcly it is right to contribute te keep up
the wmemory of such deeds. The great
and wood deserve at our hands grateful
remembrance of thar services.  And, while
the triumph of the Reformation was in the
higheot degree due to the genius of Knox,
it would be hard to over estimate alf that
Seotland owes to the wisdom and the valour
of the (Gaod Regent.

J W. C
St Andrew’s Manse, Quebee.

Seotland.

——

APPOINTNENT OF PROF. OF DIVINITY.

We aliserve that the Prafessarship of Divi-
nity in (lasgow University, vacant by the resig-
nation of Dr. Hill, bas been filled up by the
sppointment of Rer. Dr. Caird.
NODERATOR OF \F\T (.!-.

SEMILY.

JtisTepatted that the Res. D Craik of St
Gerarge’s, Glasgotw, will be appoinied Maderator
o Nexti-General Assombly.

VERAL AS-

OF DR. \()h\l \\ \!cl EOD OF
ST. COLUMRA CIHURCHL.

This veleran minister, at the ripe apc of
seventy cighthins passed atray to his vest, having
much to testly that the warld has been a gainer
iy his presence here, and leaving, as not the

least, 2 name and A mamary belaved and ves-
pected by ths wide circle tn which he was per-
sonally known. 1le was the son of the Rev.
Mz, McLeod, Minster of the Parish of Morven,
who, for nearly half a contury, laboured in the
whoblrasive and faith{ul discharge of the duties
cf that affice.  Rorn ia 1784, ke was early des-
tined for the Church, as was also his hrether
Joha Melend who afterseasds succeeded his
fatker =s ministes of Marven where he now
Jabonrs. Dr. Neleod commenced bis datics in
the Parish of Rilbmandon, as assistant to Dr.
Smith, whom be afterwands saceecded. He was

DEATH

ikaa offered the presentation to Camjsiv, of |

which Parish he was minister from bis ordina-
tian, in 1825, ta the vear (834, when the Gaelic
Church of Ingram street, Glasgow, became
vacant by the death of Mr. Mclaurin, Dr.
MeLeod was unanimonsiy called tasucceed him.
The cnngtcg-uim was strictly = llighhnd con-
gregadion, and {ir. Mcl.ead felt it his duty to
accept the charge which was affered to himn.

This church was subsequentiy mised by his zeal,
ability, and energy, to tiic position of Parish
Church of St Columba, The love of the con-
gregation of St Columba Churchitowards their
pastar was well expressed on the occasion of
the jubilee o Dr. Macleed, whien hie completed
in 185§ the fifticth vear of his ministry. He
was then preseated with a portrait of Limself
by the mrsigt-hand of Mr, (iraham Gilbert, as
a token of the congregation's affection and
esteem. Since his jubilee hic has preached some-
times, but 20d frequentiy, and during the last
two af three years be has been almost enticely
laid asido from duty.  His pulpit ministrations
were highly valued for their lucidity =nd
CATRRIINCSSE, CRITYINE Camfort and enconrage-
menl to many ] bosom, sad solrce to many &
sorrowing hesrt.  He preached before her Ma-
jesty at Binin-Athole, an one of her first visity
to Scotland ; aad on ker Majests’s subscequent
visit (0 Glaegam, she at oncge recognized the
Doctor 0a bnard 1he Fairs at the Rroomiclaw,
and greeted him very cordially.  He was pre-
tent 2t the Peel Ranques, and took a patt ix
the proccedings.
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The deceased Dr. Macleod, himself the son
of onc minister and brother of another, leaves
behind him two sons, who have likewise devo-
ted themselves to the work of the ministry.
The cldest son, Dr. Norman Macleod, of the
Barony and the distinguished Editor of * Good
Words,” is esteemed and loved for his large-
hearted sympathies, and his life of active well-
doing, wherever his name is known. The
second son is the Rev. Donald Macleod, minis-
ter of Linlithgow. The nephew of the de-
ceased, the Rev. Norman Macleod, succeeds bim
in tho charge of the congregation of St.
Columba. Another nephew, the Kev. Joha
Macleod, is minister of Dunse. His son-in-law,
thé Rev. Archd. Clerk, is miaister of Kilmallie.
The third son of the deceased gentleman is Dr.
George I1. B. Mecleod, of this city; and his
fourth son is M1 John Macicod, of the Union
Bank, Kirkcrley, and factor to the Earl of
Glesgow in Fir . He leaves also a widow and
four daughters.

BEQUEST FROM A PRiIVATE SOLDIER-

It is 2 pleasing duty 10 record the bequest of
£3, respectively to the funds of the Home Mis-
sio and the India Mission, from a private sol-
dier, of the name of William Campbell, belong-
ing to .M. 92d Gordon Highlanders, who
died at Fort Willimn, Calcutta, on the 22d of
July last. Inaletter to the Rev. Dr. Crawfard,
from Mr. Dawson, Church of Scotland chaplain
to the 92d Highlanders, inclosing the bequest,
the writer states, that William Campbell,
“after leaving a few articles 10 some of his
comrades, bequeathed the rest of his property
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respectable class of emigrants will scek this
new and splendid field for their capital and
labour.

ST. ANDREW'S CcHURCH, EDINBURGH.

Prorosep CianGes 1x the SeErvice.~—-St. An-
drew's Church, in which public worship has been
suspended for about three monthsduring the pro-
gress of internal cleaning and cmbellishment,
was reopened on Sunday. The interior renova-
tion, which has been gone about in 2 most
thorough manner, and mainly at the expeuse of
the congregation, has very greatly improved the
aspect of the church, which the Town Council
had long kept in a very uninviting condition.
In the forenoon the Rev. John Stuart, minister
of the church, officinted, and took for his text
24 Chronicles xxix. 35—%So the service of
the house of the Lord was set in order.” The
reverend gentleman preached a most cloguent
and impressive discourse. e took occasion to

: refer to the pleasing alteration that had been
effected on the interior of the church, and
; said that he thought the reopening was 2 fit-

—one-third to the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible and |

Tract and Book Socictics, and the remainder,
in equal proportions, to the India Mission aad
Home Mission respectively of the Church of
Scotland.?
consumption, after protracied illne <<, ..ud that
he regarded bim as one wko, amid ihe tempia-
tions of n soldicr’s carcer, had faithially main-
tined a Christian profession.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH .\'!: CilAs-
comrs.

On Tucsday, 30th September, the preshytery
of Dunoon met in theparish church there, and,
after despateh of ot o¢? business, proceedesd to
the ordination of the fev. Martin P. Ferquson,

He adds that Campicli died of ¢
‘ { ipheli dicd of of liturgical forms, and expressed his wish, if

ting time for introducing those changes in the
postures of worship, and in other respects,
which had been adopted clsewhere. He pro-
posed that instead of sitting during the sing-
ing of the psalm, and leaving it to be sung
principally by the choir, the whole congrega-
tion should join more unanimousiy and fer-
vently with their voices, and should adopt a
standing posturc to give greater cffect to the
psalmody. He also adverted to the many ir-
reverent atlitudes which might be observed
while the minister was oftering up prayer: and
proposed that if the congregation could not
kneel, for which postare the pews of the church

i were not well adapted, they should at least

how the head during that most imporiant part
of divine worship. e also alluded to the use

he received the saneiion of the eldership, toin-
trodnce these under cerinin limits.  The dis-
course was listened ta with deep attention by
= crowded congregation.

FANCULATORY PRAYVER.

Ejaculatory praves is the Christian's ‘breath
—his sceret paths to his ¢ hiding place ‘—his

. express to heaven in circumstances of ditliculty
. aad peril.

% young clergymas, who has been Iaboring for .

fome years past at incllan with very great
accepiance, and wha has recently been selected
by a committee of the Church of Seatland 10
proceed to §itl the office of Scoteh Preshrierian
minisier at Chascomms, near Buenos Axres,
where a large and influential Scotch population
are resident, 2ad havebuilt 2 bandsome chureh
and manse..  This settlement speaks valumes:

It is the tuner of ail his religious feclings.

“It is his ‘sling” and ! stone ™ with which
he slays the enemy ere he is aware of it

¥t is the ‘hiding of his strength " and of
every religious performance it it the mast con-

- venient.

" for the religious liberty enjoyed by our fellow- | ' bl
: ment where the rope is, but all can hearitin

countrymen who have emigrates to this and
the other numeraus fertile plaine of the dis-
trict watered by the Rio de Ia Plata, where a
liberal and enlightencd government are desir-
ous of prameting all the social and relijrioas
institutions which those who may adopt their
couniry hiave previously enjared at home . and
we cannot Joubl, hcrefere, that a large and

1]
i
¢
]
{

# Fjaculatary praver is like the ropeof 2 bel-
fry 3 the bell is in one roam, and tiic ead of the
rope which scts it a Saging in another.  Per-
haps the bell mar not be heard in the apart-

its own.  Mascs Iaid hold af the rope and pai-
led it hiard on the shore of the Red Sea. and
though nn anc bieard oF knew anything of it
in the lower chamber, the bell mang iouder
than cver in the upper anc, Gl the whale place
wxs moved. ¢ Wherefore criest thou unto me? ™

Wittians oF Wexy,
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Ehilren's Corner.

—

ITS VERY HARD.

“JUs very hard to have notiing to cat but
bread and milk, when others have every sort of
nice things,” mustered Charlie, as he sat with
his wooden bowl before him, I3’ very hard
to have to get up so early on these cold morn-
ings, and work hard all day, while others can
enjoy themselves without an hour of labour.
It's very haid to have to trudge along through
the snow, while others roil about in their
coaches.”

¢ Jt's a great blessing,” said his grandmother
as she sat at her kniting—* jt's a great bless-
ingto have fuod, when so many are hungry:
to have a roof over onc’s head when so many
arc homeless. It's a great blessing to have
sight, and hearing, and strengti for daily labour
when so many are blind, deaf; or suffering.”

“\Why, grandmother, You scem to think that
nothing is hard,” said the boy, still in a grum-
bling tone.

“ No, Charlie, there is once thing that 1 think
very hard.”

#What's that 7 cried Charlic, who thought
that at least his grandmothier bad found svme
causce for complaint.

“ Why, boy, 1 think fhat icart is very hard
that is not thankful for so many blessings.”

‘HOW CAN I GET THERE?

“Maxna. I want to go to heaven; how can |
get shere?”  Thrice had the mothier heard thiat
question repeated ; and now, as she clasped in
her anmas the precious boy, there arose frum her
fond, yet fearful heart, this pray cr, “Lord, sparc,
O sparc to me my treasure !

Again she explained to littie Louis, Jesus,
the way to heaven—Jesus, the tender Shep-
herd who folds the little lambs in Iis bosom,
and carrics them through rough and slippery
paths.

Wil Jesus carry ine soon ?
20 that happy home,” said Louis.

¢ Wait paticently, mr boy,” said his saddencd
mother; * the Saviour wants vou, He will
come.’

Louis, satistied, ran to his play.

The shadows had iengthened over the silvery
kills; the sun slowiy descended benecath them.

I want to go

Littic Louis knelt beside his mother's Kuce for .

his evening prayver. As the mosher looked into
the boy’s flushed face, she felt yet more appre-
hensive ; and afier laying him on his little cot
carcfully, she watched his slumbers. In the
silgm midnight, resticssly he tossed upon his
bed.

‘The angels arc coming,” e cried.
wanis me, mamma . Jesus wants me.

Before the morning dawnced, the litle spirit,
on angels wings, had soared away to heavea.

*liow canl getl there?® Litlle ones, have
you asked this question?  Arc you ready, as
was little Louis, to o ta keaven.  Jesus loves
you. e eays, ©Suffer little children to come

‘Jesus

-

unto Me!  Will you not come to Jesus? In
vonder churchyzrd are many little graves, and
Jesus will svon be ready for others of the
Tambs of His fold.—Cunzregutionalist.

ALL PLAY AND NO WORE.

Bessie was a very little girl; and, like many
another, she sometimes had foolish thonghts.
This was one of them : ‘I 1 could only have
a whole day to do nothing in—no work, and no
lessons—only play, play, all day—1 shonld be
perfectly happy.  When she told this wish,
her mother said, ¢ To-day shall be yours. You
may play as much as you please; and I will
not give vou any work, no matter how much
you may want to do it.’

Bessie laughed at the idea of wishing for
work, and ran out to play.  She was swinging
on the gate when the children passed toschool,
and they all envied her for having no iessons.
When they were gone, she went to the cherry-
tree, and ate as much fruit as she wanted, and
picked a lapful for pies; but when she car-
ried them in, her mother said. # This is work,
Bessic! Don't you remember youcried yester-
day, because 1 wished You to pick cherries for
the pudding? You mmay throw them to the
pigs: | cannot take them”  The baby began
to awake, and Bessie ran forward to rock the
cradle; bnt her mother stopped her again,
¢ No work to-day you know! and the little
girl went away, rather out of humar. {She got
her doll, and played with it a while, but soon
was tired.  She tried all her other toys, bat
they did not scem to please hier any better.
She came back, and watched her wother, who
was shelling peas, and rocking the cradle with
her foot.

# May not I hiclp you motiicr? she asked.,

tNo, Bessie; this isn’t piav.

Bessic felt very mach like crying.  She went
out inte the garden again, and leaned over the
feuee, watchiog the ducks and geese in the
pond. Soon she heard the clatter of plates;
her moilicr was seiling the table for dinner.
Besaie longed to help. Then  her father came
back fram his work. aud they all sat down
to dinner. Bessic was quite cheerfal during
she meal ; but when it was over, an? her father
away, she sat down on the low seat by the
cradle, and said wearily, * Mother you don't
know how tired I am of doing nothing! If you
would only let me wind your cottonm, or put
your waork-box in order, or even sew at hat
tircsome patchwork,l would be so glad!™

] cannot, little daughter, Heeause 1 said |
waould not give you work te-day. Bul you

" may find somc for yourself, if you can.’

So Bessic hunted up a pile of her father’s old
stockings, and began to mend them; for sho
could darn very neatly. Her face grew
brighter; and presenily she said, “Mother, why
do people get tired of plar ?”

* Because God did not mean us to be idle.

. lis command is, ¥ Six days shalt thou labour.
. He bas givenallof us work to do, and hasmade
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ug 80, that unless we do just the very work
that He gave us, we cannot be happy.’

*What is your work, mother? asked Bessie.

‘To serve God in my daily life a3 a wife,
mother, and Christian/’

Bessie did not quite understand this; but
she said, ¢ Don't you ever get tired 7'

tYes, often ; but then I go to my heavenly
Father, and tell Him so; and if He thinks [
have more than I can bear, He ecither takes it
away, or gives me strength to do it)

¢ And may I do the same mother

¢ You may, oy dear. If you will be God's
child, you may ask is help in every work you
have to do through life, and He will give you
everything you need.

So, on Bessie’s day of idleness she learned
one lesson which she never forgot.—.8 S. Ban-
ner,

JESUS, SAVE ME!

A geptleman from Brooklyn said he wished

10 say & word in regard to the work of the Di-
vine Spirit in the heart of a litile girl—a poor,
uninstracted Irish girl. She was awakered at
» mecting for prayer, in which there was little
noise, but the low sobbing voice of this little
girl was heard, and all the prayer she could
make she was making, by repeating over and
over again these three words~tJesus, save me V'
8be knew little of the forms or the language
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| of prayer, and these were all the words she
knew how to use. She felt she was a poor,
lost, guilty sinner, and she had heard that Je-
sus was mighty to save ; and He did save her.
She rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full of
glory. She was a member of a Mission Sab-
bath School, where she had learned all ske
knew about Jesus.

The little girl after her conversion, was anx-
ious to bestow somelittletoken of gratitudeupon
her teacher, but she was so poor, she had not oune
penny, and could buy nothing. She cast about
her to know what she could do Finally sle
bethought nerself that she conld work a book-
mark in a strip of canvass and give it to her
teacher. Soshe took a little short strip and
wrought 1o it the three words of her first pray-
er—*'Jesus, save me'—and when this was doue,
she cut off & piece from her bonnet string and
sewed it upon that—and here it i5, said the
. speaker, standing near the desk and holding
up the ribbon, and here are the words of that
poor little girl's ficst prayer—*Jesus, save me.

I related the case of this little girlin a prayer
meeting & few evenings since, in Brooklyn,
and nine persons immediately arose for prayer.
I And when we all kneeled in prayer there was
; another Irish girl who took up the words of
; this bookmark—* Jesus, save me.”! Thnt night
she and two others found peace in believing in
Jesus.

@l Buab Talomen of Guliles.

(Fyom Miss Roger's Life in Palestine.)

After thisI was very tired, and I asked Sit
Bira to let mesleep. She said, ¢ Let us walk
ous on the terrace; the rain is over, the stars
are shining. Let us walk out, O my davghter!
and the room shall be made ready.! So we
strolled on the terrace of the harem with Hel-
weh. There were red watch-fires on the hills
arcund; and, by looking through the round
boles in the parapets, we conld sce people in
the streets below us, with scrvants carrying
lanterns before them. And bright stars shone
in the deep purple night sky.

Iwasled across the court into asquarc room,
and introduced to the fourth and youngest wife
of the Governor of Arrabeh. I had not cven
heard of her before. She was surrounded by
her women and attendants, and was sitting on
a mattress, propped up by pilowsand cushions,
and partly covered by nsilk embroidered le-
baff. Her head-dress was adorned with jewels,
and roscs, and cveriasting flowers, and her
violet welvet jacket was richly embroidered.
Her cheeks were bighly rouged, and her eye-
brows painted. Mer eyelids were newly dres-
scd with koh}, and her hands with hennn. She
lifted a little swaddled figure from under some
heavy coverings, and handed it to me: it was
her first-born son.  Ife was scevea dars old,
and his father had nrot yet scen him. The
mother had Loped and prepared for the plens-
ure of placing her boy in his arms that night,
but he hiad not retarndd to Arrabeh. (A week

father sces his new-born child or its mother,
and the cighth day is generally-kept asa day
of rejoicing and congratulation. Professionat
singing women are hired for the joyful occa-
sion.)

Coffee was made for me, and a narghilé pre-
pared; but 1 did not linger long with the
soung Moslem mother and her infant son, for
the room swas so over-beated that 1 could
scarcely breathe. A large open brazier, Glled
with glowing charcosl, stoed near the door,
and the nirand everything in the place scemed
to be impregnated with an oppressive odour of
musk. Even the coffee and the fumes of the
narghilé were strongly flavoured with it. [
was very glad to be in the fresh air again on
the starlit terrace.

When we went back into the large room,
found that i1 had been nicely swept. Inoume
corner five mattresses were placed, one on the
top of the other, with a red silk pillow, and &
silk embroidered wadded quilt, lined with cal-
ico, arranged nicely as a bed for me. 1 re-
joiced inwardly, thinking 1 was to have the
room fo myself. But very soon I was unde-
ceived, for seven other beds were spread on
the floor, each formed of a single mattress only,
with a quilted coverlid and pillow. (It o Mos-
lem wishes to pay great honour to a guest,
several mattresses nre piled up for him or hee
to sleep upon : and these gradations of respect

‘is usually allowed to elapse before a Moslem
|
{




THE PRESBYTERIAN.

arc curiously observed. Five is rather & high
figure, but I have konown my brother to have
seven spread for him.)

1 found that all the ladies, and children, and
servants, and slaves were to sleep in the same
room with me! Two: ... hammocks, each
about a yard long, were taken from a recess,
and, fastened to ropes, suspended from iron
rings in the ceiling. The hammocks were ob-
long frames, made of the strong stems of palm
fronds, with coarse canvas stretched over them.
To these two swaddled and screaming chil-
dren were securely bound. Ropes, made of
palm-fibre, were fastened to wue corners, and
united and plaited together, about one yard
above, and then fixed to strong ropes hanging
from the ceiling. The four corner ropes form-
¢d a tent-like frame-work to support a picce
of muslin for a mosquito curtain.

When I began to undress, the women watch-
¢d me with curiosity ; and, when I put on my
nightgown, they were exceedingly astonish-
ed; and exclaimed, * Where are you going?
what are you going to do? and, ‘ Why is your
dress white? &c. They made no change in
theis dress for sleeping: and there they were,
in their bright-coleured clothes, ready for bed
in aninute. But ther stood round me till ]
said, ‘ Good night.” They all kissed me, wish-
ing me good dreams. Then I knelt down, aund
presently, without speaking to them again, |
got into bed, and turncd my face towards the
wall, thioking over the strange day I had
spent. [ tried to compose myself for slcep,
though I heard the women whispering together.
Wheu my head had rested for about five min-
utes on the soft red silk pillow, 1 felt a hand
stroking my forchead, and heard 2 voice saying
very gently, ‘Ya Habibi !’ i ¢., ¢ Oh, beloved?
Bui I would not answer direcily, as I did not
wish to be roused unnccessarily. I waited a
little while, and my facc was touched again,
I felt a kiss on my forchead, and the voice said,
¢ Miriam, speak to us; speak, Miriam, datling ¥
I could not resist any longer; so I turned
round, and saw Helweh, Salch Bek's pretticst
wife, leaning over me. I said, ¢ What is i,
Sweetness ? what can I do for you? She an-
swered, ¢ What did you do just now, when you
knelt down, and covered your face with your
hands?" 1Isatup, and said very solemnly, ‘1
spoke to God, Helweh I' ¢+ What did you say to
Him? said Helweh? I replied, ‘1 wish to
sleep: God never sleeps. I have asked Him
10 watch over me, and that I may fall asleep
remembering that He never sleeps, and wake
up remembering His presence. Iam very weak;
God is all-powerful. 1 have asked Him to
girengthen me with His strength. Ry this
time all the ladies were sitting around me on
my bed, and the slaves came and steod near.
1 told them 1 did not know their language
well cnough to explain to them ali I thought
and said. But, as I had learnt the Lord's
Prayer by heart in Ambic, I repeated it to
them, sentence by sentence, slowly. When 1
began, thus, ¢ Qur Father, who art in Heaven,
Helweh dircctly said, ¢ You told me your
father was in London? | replied, *1 have wwo
fathers, Helweh : one in London, who does not
k20w that I am here, and cannot know tH 1
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write and tell him; and a heavenly Father,
who is with me always,—who is bere now, and
sees and hears us. e is your Father also.
He teaches us to know good from evil, if we
listen to Him and obey Him.

For 2 moment thero was perfect silence.
They all looked startled, and as if they felt
that they were in the presence of some unseen
power. Then Helweh said, ¢ What more did
yousay ? Icontinued the Lord's Prayer; and,
when I came to the words, !Give us day by
day our daily bread,’ they said, ¢ Cannot you
make your bread yourself? The passage,
‘Forgive us our {respasses, 2s we forzive those
who trespass against us,” is particularly for-
cible in the Arabic language; and one of the
elder women, who was rather severe and re-
lentiess-looking, on hicaring it, said, * Are you
obliged to say that cvery day ?” as if she
thought sometimes it would be difficult to do
s0. They said, ‘Are you a Moslem ?** I an-
swered, ‘I am not called 2 Moslem. Butl am
your sister, made by the same God, who is the
only one God, the God of all, my Father and
your Father.! They asked me if | knew the
Koran, and were surprised to hear that I had
read it. They handed a rosary to me, saying,
‘Do you know that?" I repeated a few of the
most striking and comprehensive attributes
very carcfully and slowly. Then they cried
out, ‘ Mashallah’'—* The English girl is a true
believer ;' and the impressionable, sensitive-
looking Abyssinian slave-girls said, with one
accord, ‘She is indeed an angel.’

Muslems, both men and women, bave the
name of ¢ Alinh’ constantly on their lips; but
they do not appear to realize the presence and
power of God, or to be conscious of spiritual
communion with Him. Their common greet-
ings and salutations are touching and beautiful
words of prayer and thanksgiving, varied with
poctic fecling and Oriental sentiment, to suit
any occasions. But their greetings, after all,
scem to me only to express politeness, respect,
kindness, good-will, or affection, as the case
may be: even as the old English ¢ God bo
with you! has lest its full significance ;}—and
more, it bas even lost its soand, clipped as it
is into a common-place ¢ Good-bye? The Mos-
lem ejaculations before and after eating, and
during the performance of ablutions, though
beautiful and appropriate, are now merely like
exclamations of self-congratulation, without
referenco to any snperior or unseen power.
And the regular daily prayers, so scrupulously
said by men, though gencmally neglected by
women, arc reduced to cercmonial forms';
while the words uttered arc in maoy instances
sublime and magnificent.

If this my notion be correct, it will ex-
plain why these women were se startled, when,
in answer to Helwel's question, I said simply
and carnestly, ‘I spoke to God o for that took
them by surprise, and gave them the idea thst I
believed my words were really heard ; whereas,
if I had answered in common-place language,
such as ‘I was saying my prayers, or, ‘I wag
al my devotions,’ probably they would not
have been impressed in the same way ; though
they might have wondered that a Franji should
pray at all to their God. Onc of the women
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remarked,’that no people, except Moslems, ever
prayed to the one true God.

After talking with them for some time, and
answering, as clearly as [ could, their earnest,
shrewd, aud childlike questions, I said ¢ Good
-night’ once more. So they kissed me, and
smoothed my pillow. But, though I was fa-
tigced bodily, my mind was so thoroughly
roused and interested that I could not imme-
diately sleep. I watched the women resting
under bright-coloured quilts, with their heads
on low, silken pillows. The lantern on the

-stool in the middle of the room lighted up the |

coins and jewels on their head-dresses. Now
and then one of the infants cried, and its
mother or a slave rose to quict it; and it was
fed without being taken from its hammock.
The mother stood upright while the slave iu-
clined the hammock towards her for a few min-
utes ; and then there was silence again. The
room was very close and warm, and the faces
of some of the sleepers were flushed. At last
1 slept also.

When I awoke in the morning, I found that
all the beds had been cleared away., Helweh
and Sit Sira stcod by mine, as if they had been
watching for me to wake. A number of “boys
almost blocked up the doorway, where the sun-
light wes strecaming in. Scrvants and slaves
were chattering, and piling up the mattresses
in the recess. Little children were quarrel-
ling; and the boys alonc were silent. A black
girl was sitting on the floor, pounding some
freshly roasted coffee-berries in a marble mor-
tar; and their fragrant aromsa filled the roon.
I think the mortar was made out of an ancient
capital; it was beautifully carved, like Roman
work. Another girl was making a kind of
porridge of bread, milk, sugar, and oil for the
children.

When Helweh saw that T was awake, she
called out to the boys to clear out of the door-
way; and a group of women, shrouded in
white sheets (who had been waiting in the
court outside), entered. They were ncigh-
bours, who had been paying visits of congrat-
ulation to the young mother whom [ had scen
on the previous night; and they had been in-
vited to come in ‘to bear the English girl
speak to God.?

My garments were examined with curiosity,
and I had very much more assistance than I re-
quired in making my teilette. When I was
dressed, Helweh said, ¢ Now, Miriam, darling,
will you speak to God, that the women, our
neighbours, may hear ?’

So I kuclt down, saying, ! God, the onc true
God, is the Creator and Father of all; and
thosc who seck Him truly siall surely find
Him. Then in a fow simple words 1 prayed
that e wonld heep as in contmual remem-
brance of Him, that we mighe feel His pres-
ence; and that He would write His law in
our hearts, and lcad us to sech carnesly to un-
derstand and to obep His will concernmg us;
that we might he inspired to love Him more
and more with a trugtful and reverential love,
and live in fiarmony with all people.

Afier a pawsse 1 said, * Wall you say Amen
to that prager? They hesitated, Ut Helweh
exelaimed, * Amin, Anun! and then the othiers
cchoced it.
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Sira said, ‘Speak yet again, my daughter;
speak about the bread.! So I repeated the
Lord's Prayer, explaining it (as I understand
it) sentence by sentence, at theirrequest. They
asked me some very curious and suggestive
questions, and they prayed that I would stay
with them always. But, while I was taking
coffce and hot bread and cream, one of the
buys brought me a note from my brother, to
tell me that he would be ready to start in half
an hour, and that I was to go to him in the
divan as soon as possible. So Sira brought
me my cloahk and habit, which had been nicely
dried and smouthed. With regret I took leave
of my warm-hearted friends of the harem.
They said, ®Go in peace,” and, * Return to us
again, O Miriam, beloved I'—

OUR TROUBLES.

Far up on the mountain, a block of granite
rests, o

The winds frolic over it, but rufile not its
breast ;

Aloft, in rugged roughness, it rests every hour,

Not warmer in the sunshine, nor cooler in the
shower.

But now the miner comes, and, with repeated
blows,

He drills a hele within the stone, and therein
powder throws;

Then with a blast so mighty, the mountain’s
made to rock,

The granite's blown asunderand crushing falls
the block.

The miner saws and cuts it to & fashion of his
own,

Then bears to some great city this adamantine
stone.

Here skilfully ‘tis chisclled, and polished ; till
at length, <

Fresh forms of beauty lendeth new graces to
its strength.

And then the block is tackled, and rais'd into
the air,

As a crown stone to some monument, to honor

cnius fair.

Thus, God our Heavenly Father doth deal with
cvery son.

Hc chisels hearts of granite, that graces may
be won.

Our troubles are Iis tools, cach stroke in love
is given,

To polish our rough natures, and perfect them
for hicaven.

Gop, THE Gob oF FamiLirs.

ST am the God of \braham, of Isaac, and of
! Jacob™ He was the God of Joscph and of the
Teraclitish people, and never forsook them til
l they cricd outy, “ Avay with him, away with
him.” God nerer fursahes a fumiy Bl he 1s sin-
ned oul of it. Wikniaxs oz WERN.

SLIGNT CONVICTIONS.

Cherish sfight conviclions, and they will
grow deep and slrong.  If we destroy all the
! infantg in the country, where shall we find a
| nation of wrN? Inm.
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Sermon,

PREACHED IN ST ,ANDREW'S CHURCH, QUEBEC, ON THE LATE DAY OF THAXKSGIVING.
BY THE IEV. DR. COOK,
Psaln L. 14,

My Frigxps.—We have been called together
to-day, by the supreme civil authority, to offer
unto God thanksgiving for two great blessings
—the late abundant harvest and the preserva-
tion and enjoyment of peace in the land. In
other words we are to recugnize the supreme
goverr.:cat of God, buth in the world of mat-
ter an 1 of mind—both in regard to the forces of
natare, and the powers and passions of men,
and to render to that government tihe duec hom-
age of thanksgiring and praise.

In so viewing the government of God, we
proceed on the principles of that theology
which the Scripture teaches. It is character-
istic of that theology continuaily to recognize
the dependence ot ail second ciuses on God, the
great first Cause of all.  According toit, natu-
ral causes are of the establishment of the God of
nature. They arc his way of working, who
hideth the face of his throne, and spreads his
cloud over it, and whom no mortal cye hath
seen at any time. And so itis that we are con-
tantlr to regard them. Thus, in respect to the
bounties of harvest, of which we are to sneak,
first, it is a prescribed and dependent part
which all sccond causes perform, and God is
represented as the original and cfficient cause
of all. Do the clouds drop down the dew upon
the carth? Does the earta nourish the germ
cast into its bosom? Do the sun's light and
heat mature and ripen the new plant? Docs
bread give vigour to the frame? Docs wine
make glad the heart of man, and oil make his
face to shine? It is God who hath ordered it
s0. *#Thon,” says the Psalmist, adoring the
infinitc power and goodness of God, # Thou
visitest the carth and waterestit ; thonwaterest
the ridges thercof abundantly ; thou settlest the
furrows thereof; thou makestit soi. Fith show-
ers ; thou blessest the springing thereof; thou
crownest the year with thy gooduness.” Thisis
the philosophy which the Bible teaches. There
is a long gradation of meaus to the cnd—a gra-
dation larger than our imperfect facultics can
fully trace. Butthe first impulsc is from above.
It is God who works in and by these means.
The touch which sets all the machinery of se-
cond causcs in operation is given by his hand,
and the result is by his will and by his ordina-
tion. A scriptural doctrine this; but entirely
also in congruity with man's reason, when
that reason is allowed to have free scope, and
is not checked and pervented in its exercise by
the imaginations aad passions of the corrupt
heart,

Now there is a mighty difference between an
iatelligent and cordial acceptance of this doc-
trine, and confining our views to the blind
forces of nature. Natural laws and natusal
canses, which there is in the natural mind too
much inclination to regard, as the origin of all
that is to be desired or feared, arc without
wind—without will. They muat be recognized
and submitted to. They may be studicd, known

i and made applicable and subservient to the uses
| of man. But there is no persunality in them.
| They claim no gratitude. They impose no
 Sense of obligation. They leave the spirit free
i and disengaged from any sense of duty. It is
 very different when, beyond all the intermediate
| links in a chain of second causes, we recog-
| nize One holding that chain in his hands, and
are constrained to contcmplate the volition
and ordinations of a presiding mind.  Then it
is & person with whom we have to do; the In-
finite, the All-perfect, the Almighty. Then
there is of necessity created the feeling of a
moral relation. Then between God, the infi-
' nite in wisdom and goodness, and us rational
and moral, made after his image, though at an
! infinite distance from his divine perfection,
, there is felt to be a connection from which we
cannot break free, imposing the obligation of
acknowledgment and duty. Then we are no
more the creatures of chance, the sport of the
clemental forces of nature. We arc the sub-
jects of a great ruler.  We are the children of
; & great Father.  We have an iimnediate inter-
est to know whatis the character of him who
presides over all,~—and at whose word-=nd will
al: nature moves submissive ,—iwe have an im-
mediate interest to know his will that we may
order ourselves according to it, and to study
his doings, that according to their nature we
may be influenced by them.

In particular has he in his hands all the natu-
ral causes in heaven and earth, which make
the sced sown to germinate, and to bring forth
in duc scason the nccdful aliment without
whick mn and beast would perish from off the
face of the earth? Is it he who so guides the
courses of the heavens that Spring and Summer
and Anwumn, do, in regular succession visit
the carth, and pour out their treasures for the
sustenance of every living thing ? Is ithe who
giveth to the beasts their food,and to the young
ravens that cry 7 Is it be who never leaveth
hmsclf without a witness, in that he giveth rain

from heaven, and fruitful seasous, filling men's
! hearts with food and gladness 7 1s there will,
purpose, ordination, inall this? Oh then isit
not meet that our ficarts should overflow with
gratitude to him who docs so load us with his
benefits?  Isit not mect we should say what
the Israclites in a period of defection failed to
say,— Let us fear the Lord our God, thatgiv-
; cth rain, both the former and the latler rain in
his scason—who reserveth to us the appoiated
weeks of the harvest 77
Is it not mect that we should feel with
the Psalmist, when be said * Bless the Lord,
O my soul, aad forget not all his beaefits, who
crowneth thee with loving kindoess and tender
mercies ; who causcth the outgoings of the
momiog and of the evening to rejoice over
then.”  Surely that must be an cvil and
atheistic spirit which in glad and greedy en-
l joymeat of the gifts of the Dirice bounty, has
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no thankful remembrance of the giver-—which
goes not beyond the operations of naturein tra-
cing back the rich products of the harvest,—
which looks only to the natural causes by which
that harvest has been rendered a bountiful one,
—which regards only the skill and labour of
the husbandman, or the fertility of the soil and
the happy alternations of rain and sunshine,
which bave rewarded his skill and crowned lus
labour, and rendered them fruitful of blessings :
—whicl in the foriner sees mun only, and ir the
latter sees nuture only, and recognizes not God,
in both, imparting skill and strength to the one
and giving all the required eflicacy to the
other.

It i3 not God's method of procedure to .bes-
tow bis blessings temporal or spiritual directly
and immediately from his own hand. ZThat lhe
does mediately and through the intervention of
men or things. Spiritual blessings, pardoning
mercy, and sanctifying grace, come through the
interventiou of our great Mediator; and even the
knowledge of bim und of his mediation comes to
us,tirough the intervention of others—the apos-
tles and evangelists,who recorded his words and
taught the truth asthey received it from his
Spirit; and through the living voice of hia minis-
tets; the pleading tones of parental tenderacess ;
and the bright pattern of a holy life in belicvers.
And so it is also with the bountics of Provi-
dence. They spring out of the ground. They
hang in every graceful variety of form upon the
trees. The earth is covered with themi. The
#ca teems with them.  Is it, because man's la-
bour,—and for man's good,— is needed to plant
or to gather them ?—is it beeause the rain and
the dew nourish them, and the light and heat
ripen them for use, that God’s hand is not to
be acknowledged in the giving of them? Are
these, themselves the fruit and ordination of
Dirine wisdom and love, to hide from us the
Father, who opencth his hand so widely, and
whose tender mercies are over all his works?
Nay, is not every blessing 10 be received as
dircct from that great Father,—with the same
fecling of gratcful affection, and the same ready
ascriplion of praisce, as if it were given by his
own hinnd ?

It is very right and reasonable, that from
this place, and from such places as this, the
claim, that should be most set forth, upon the
buman spirit, should he that of redeeming love.
That is the elaim which we should exhibit of-
tenest, and, if it pleased God to grant it, with
demonstration of the Spirit, and with power.
We preach Christ Jesus the Lord.  Qur mirs-
snge is the gosprl of his grace.  Qur work is—

ven as theugh God did beseegh sinners by us,
in Christs sicad, to pray them 1o be reconciled
to God. Yea, »s workers together with God,
our cntreaty to all, to be reiterated from day
to day, is, that they receive not the grace of
God in vain. Yet though our stiention should
most be dirceied to that which concerns not
werely the she i life of the bady, but the un-
dying hifc of the soul, yei is it hecoming, from
time to time, and even as Scripture sets us the
example, to dwell in solemn and thankf! con-
templation. on the providential bounty of God.
Is it nol right 10 noic ke large cajacities of
¥aricd and cxquisite enjayment, with which it
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common nature,—and the adaptation of things
external, to the exigencies and enjoyments of a
aature so endowed ? Those are the senses,—in-
lets at once of knowledgeand pleasure. There
is the power of reason,~there is the play of
fancy,~—there is the brilliancy of wit,—the
charm of music,—the tenderness of loving affec-
tion,—the glow of patriotism,—the sentiment
of pity,—the apprehension of the right and
the good,—benevolence to men,—devotion to
God. And all is so ordered, that for each of
these there is room and scope in the constitu-
tion of things, in which we are placed. And
all is so ordered, that in each of them there is
enjoyment. There is an austere self-denial
which dreads and renounces such enjoyment,
through the porwers which God has given, ex-
cept it has immediate reference to Himself.
And so much has the ascetic temper prevailed
and been commended— (and not altegether
unjustly,since, because of the self control which
it manifests, having so much of real nobleness
in it,) that to mauy it seems as if there were
something necessarily, and essentially wrong,in
such enjoyment. Whereas it is realls flying
in the ficce of God's gond Providence so 10
judge,—10 judge that cvil, for which He hath
made evident provision in the very nature of
man. The cvil is not in the excrcise or en-
joyment of any power or capacity, which God
bath given; but iu failing to sec and gratefully
regard God in it; and in failing so to sec and
regard God, as that his will should guide in
the usc and measure, to which cvery power
should be applied. Of the good things of this
world, to whatever extent given, thry enjoy the
most, who thus sce aud ackpowledge God;
unless their minds are perverted by supersti-
tion, and by unwarrantable views of the duty
which God requires. And i3 it nct becoming
and right, that the homage. of praise and
thanksgiving should arise to God continually,
for a constitution of things under which his
creatures have so many sources opened up to
them, of purc and legitimate enjoyment ?

And while we are thus bound to acknow-
ledge the general goodness of (ood, special
mercies call fur succinl thanksgiving ; and
public and general mercies cali for public and
geaeral thanksgiving., The late abundant har-
vest is such & specinl and general merey, and
we arc rightly and properly called to rccog-
nize the good hand of Gud iu i,  Bowg a
blessing which we enjoy in common, it is rea-
sonable that it should be acknowicdged in
common, and that rich and poor should alike
feel and own themselves pensioners on the
bounties of Providence. There is indeed just
cause in this respect over all the Proviace, for
the thankful ackuowxledgmeats which we have
been enjained 10 make. The year has hieen
crowned with the goodaess of Gad.  The la-
hours of the husbandman have been abundant-
Iy blessed, and in that blessing, there s the
sureat pledge of commercinl prosperuy and po-
litical irsnquillity, Thercfare should there bo
offered 1his day, not hic humage only of a cold
and passig ackaowledgment, but the niboie
of a hively and fervent gmtitude—cach kaving
in his hears, ant on his lips, the words of the
Psalmist, o Bless the Lord, O my soul. and all

hath plcased the great Fathier to endow oar 1 that is within mc, bicss his huly name "—cack
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according to the admonition of the text—offer-
ing unto God thaoksgiving and paying his
vows to the Most High.

But there is a second ground of thankfulness:
namely, the preservation, and enjoyment of
peace in the land, which has been suggested
to us by the civil authority, and in acknow-
ledging which we recognize the supreme
government of God, in the world of mind, as
well as of matter—as respects the powers and
passions of men, as well as the forces of mate-
rial nature. Scripture, indeed, in speaking of
the supreme government of God unites the
two—and represents the same almighty power
as stilling the noise of the seas,and the tumults
of the people : raling in the army of Ileaven
and among the inbabitants of the earth. It
'would be preposterous indced to imagine that
God would confine his rule to inanimate nature,
and leave out of the sphere of his authority, the
immortal minds which hc has endowed with
reason and understanding, and created after

¢ his own image. In them, and in their trans-
actions, there may be a long chain of second
causes—and these, unlilie the forces of nature,
baving cach a moral character,—manifesting
good or evil,—manifesting wisdom or folly, yeu
all subject to the dominion of God,—all sub-
ject to an invisible governmeni, regulating,
controlling, guiding, according to it3 own
principles,—secking the exccution of its own
high ends,—carrying forward its own great
purposes, and that with an influence and cner-
gy, irresistible and uncontrollable, by the
strength or tue wisdom of man. Take for
exanple the two states of mankind suggested
30 our consideration, by our second ground of
thankfulness this day—the state of war and
the state of peace.  St. James tells us the im-
mediatlc cause of war: “From whence,” says
he, “ come wars and fightings among you?
Come they not hence even of your lusts, that
war in your members#?  He may have aluded
in these words to the quarrels of ndividuals,
But the snme is true in regard to the sirifes of
nations. Immedintely they spring from evil
and wicked passions,—the Just of power,—
the desire of conquest,—thc desire of revenze,
—the desire of glory and pre.cimmnence.  But

1

——n sae et e - am

behind these immedinte causes, there is the .

purposc of HMim, who maketh the wrath of
man o praisc him, and can convert man's

worst und wickedest passions into the exccu- -

tioncrs of bis will.
not 50, ncither did his hieart think so, he was
Jet the rod of Gud's anger,—the stafl i bis

Though Sennacherib meant .

hand was the instrument of the divine indig- *

mation. 1 will send bim,” sad the Lord,
Yagminst . hypociinical nation ; and aganst
the people of my wraih, will 1 give tum a
charge 1o 1ake the spoil, aad to ke the proy,

and W tread them down bike the mire of e

frects.”  And as it 1§ wah war, so 1t is with

Peace. A great many srcand causes ay easi- |
Iy be speciticd in cach insiance wm which itss
preserved or rosiored: the wisdom of siates- |

mwen—thc returming sense of e people—
heir impatience of thie necessary expeaditire
of lifc aud treasure. By belund thiese also
% the purpose of Gend,—uf whom, if 1t may be
aaid, * Behold the works of the Lonl, what de-
tolations hic balh made on the carth,” it is
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also said, “ e maketh wars to cease unto the
ends of the earth; he brenketh the bow, and
cutteth the spear in sunder; lhe burneth the
chariot in the fire.”

Angd if war and peace may both bs traced
ultiately to the Divine Providence, whose
domiuion is over ali—the one a scourge, and a
judgment,—the olker a blessing and privilege—
how just a ground of thankfulness there is
to that Providence, in the peace and security,
which we have so long enjoyed, and which cven
in the neighbourbood of the fierce strife, of
what may now be called contending nations,
Jhas continued undisturbed. For as war to
a nation—above all war carricd on—within
its own borders, is the greawst of cala-
mities—involving and producing an incalcu-
lable amount of misery: so pence—a stable
peace—an honourable peace, gained by no mean
or forced sobscrvience to forein power—peace
in the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty,
and giving scope and leisure and sccurity to
cultivate the arts of life—such peace, as we
under Providence do now enjoy, is the greatest
of earthly blessings.

It should quicken our apprehension of the
value of peace and our sensc of gratitude for
the continuance of it, to consider how near we
were during the last year of having lost it, and
being plunged into the very vortex of 2 war
between two great empires—the one standing
with inflexible determination for the honour of
it3 fiag, and the safety of all under i3 shelter,
of what rree, or creed, aor clime soever they
might be,—the other wild with suspicion and
jealousy, and rancour that its internal troubles
shiould be discussed, oreven witnessed, by others
—10 consider huw near we were, less than o year
ago, 10 a sharc of these calamities of which
we are daily hearing, as occurring in the Ame-
rican Republic. It should quicken our appre-
hensivn of the value of peace, and our scuse of
grautude fur the continunnce of it, to coasider
the extent of these calamities, and the slight
prospect there yet 15 of any speedy period Leing
put to them,—the prodigious loss of life—the
imerference with yersonal liberty, the disorder
of traide and finance, the demoralization ot 1be
people, the infunated passions of civil warfare.
Itis of God’s good providence, 10 b devoutly
and thankfully acknowledged this day, that we
share nat in theae calumitics, and that hitherto,
they have nffected us so littde.

That good may cune out of such calamities,
renders them notless calamitios,—gaod no doubt
will ceme out ot them.  Thicre will tie pood if
the overweening pride of long yrosperity be
bumbled.  There will be goad in cmpires less
extended—and the inhalitants of which are
more  identified in interesis and  pursuits.
There will be good in the eswblishnicat of
swable government.  There will ke goud in
e conviction thiat ke exiension of sclf and
popular government does not necessarily imply
wise government, ot frecdom from abuse, iom
tyranny, from corruption, frem the stnfes of
intempeiatle passion, fram civil broils or foreign
war. There will be gaod in the extinciion of
stavery, which the exiendid growth aver the
warld, of the praduction, which chiclly mukes
glave Inbour valuable, premises to fenler incvi-
tzble. There is gooud in the spectacle which
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England now presents—of patient suffering in
one class, and Christian benevolence in another
class of its people—and while both may thus
be bound together, a way may be found to ren-
der the one that suffers, less dependent on the
fluctuations of commerce. Thus no doubt God
works out his wise and beneficent purpeses. Soft
showers and bright sunshine—in their turn ri-
pening the sown sced for the coming harvest,
and causing it to bring forth fifty, sixty, or an
hundred fold,—are God's instruments to benefit
and bless. But 50 13 the hurricane which puri-
fies the air from pestilential vapours, and com-
pensates for its immediate devastation, by the
more extensive benefits, which it ultimately
confers. Yet is not the hurricane less dread-
ful. Noris the calamity of war less to be de-
precated. It is matter of thankfulness if we are
subject to neither.  We should pray for peace,
and even when it is needful to prepare for war,
se«k the things which make for peace. Nor is
it to be forgotten this day, muidst the grounds
we have for thanksgiving to God, that there is
a pacific spirit in the counsels of the empire,—
aad that it meets with the public approval,—
that while jealous of the national lienocur, and
providing for the public safety, those in aatho-
rity avoid every cause of oftence, and, in the
face of temptation and provocation, preserve that
honourable neutrality, which alone preserves
us from being the first sufferers ina war. Yetitis
not to them, but to a higher than they, that we
are 10 look for continued peace and seccarity.
What saith the sacted * Secripture,” Cursed
is the man that trusteth in man, and maketh the
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the
Lord. Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
Lord, and whose bope the Lord is.”

It 15 to teaaporal mercies that our atteation
is this day called. But it behooves us, cven
while regarding these, and offering unto God
1he tribute of thanksgiving for them, to remero-
ber the spiritual privileges and advantages
which we enjoy, and the claim which they esta-
blish, 10 a deeper and livelier gratitude. That
we live in a Christian land,—that we have the
word of God in our hands,—that we are free to
worship according to the dictates of our con-
sciences,—these are privileges, beyond what are
enjoyed by the great proportion of mankind,—
privileges calling for gratitude, and imposing
responsibility. Then what ground of thank-
fulness there is for ihe revelations made to us,
in that word of God, which it is our privilege
to possess. The revelation of a merciful God,
of an Almighty Saviour, of & glorious immor-
tality } The offer of a free forgiveness, the prom-
ise of God’s Holy Spirit to rencw sund sanc-
tify, assurance of grace to sustain amidst the
1rials of life, and the terror of deathi—ali
temporal blessings, how precious socver, and
desirable for a season, sink into insignificance
when compared with these. For theseitis meet
and right, that every day should be a day of
thanksgiving,—that the daily life should be a
continual sacrifice unto God, and that song of
praise be begun on carth with which the courts
of heaven are ever resonnding.

There are views of human life, according ¢o
which it seems a light and insignificant thing,
and but little to be valued. Thus it is said,—
‘What is your life—it is even a vapour, that ap-

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

peareth for a little time, and then vanisheth
away.” Thereare views of human life in which
it seems a very wretched thing—a long series of
labonrs and troubles, cares, vexations and disap-
pointments, all terminating in disease and death.
But how glorious a thing it is, when it is also
a Christian life. It is the gift of God. It is
spent under the eye of God. It is cheered by
the favour of God. It is the preparation for &
life with God. And that life is without end—
and with nothing to bar the sonl's ever advan-
cing progress towards perfection in knowledge
and all virtue. Who feels that such life is his—
Who that but feels that such life may be his—
but must own how justly the admonition of the
text may be addressed to him, * Offer nnto God
thanksgiving, and pay thy vows to the Most
High'—Yield, that is, to God the gratitude of
the heart, and the willing and stedfust obedience
of the life.

THE USEFUL LIFE.

Go labor on ; spend, and be spent,—
Thy joy to do the Father's will;

1t is the way the Master went,
Should not the servant tread it stis?

Go lL..bor on; ’tisnot for nought ;
Tuy carthly loss is heavenly gain;

Men heed thee, love thee, praise thee not ;
'the Master praises,~—what are men?

Go labor on; enough, while here,
If he shall praisc thee, if he deign
Thy willing heart to mark and cheer;
No toil for Him shall be in vain.

Go fabor on ; your hands are weak,

Your knees are faint, your soul cast down,
Yet falter not; the prize you seek

Is near,—a kingdom and a crownl!

Go labor on, while it is day,
The world's dark night is hastening on ;
Specd, speed thy work, cast sloth away:
It is not thus that souls are won.

Men die in darkness at your side,
Without a hope to cheer the tomb;
Take up the torch and wave it wide,
The torch that lights time’s thickest gloom.

Toil on, faint not, keep watch and pray;
Be wise the erring soul to win ;

Go forth into the world's highway,
Compel the wanderer to come in.

Toil on, and in thy toil rejoice ;
For toil comes rest, for exile home;
Soon shalt thou hear the Bridegroom’s voice,
The midnight pesl, behold 1 come !
~—Bonar.

THE ABSORBENT NAME.

The Wye and the Severn lose their names ia
the Bristol Channel, and the Bristol Channel
loses its name in the Atlaatic, and the Atlan-
tic in the Pacific; and the names of the various
religious sects are all ultimately Lo be absorb~
ed in the all-comprehensive name of Chrisiion
—a name which the ransomed will retain
throughout cleraily. Arxox.



