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NATURAL HISTORY,

THE HARPY BAGLE.

‘This noble bird, the most magnificent of
the Bagle tribe, is distinguished from the
other Eagles by the shortness of its wings,
the extreme robusteess of its legs, and the
more than ordinary curvature of its beak and
talons. Xts upper wandible is remarkably
thick atthebase, from whence it is continued
for some distance in a straight line but sud-
denly curves downwards with a strong arch
toward the point, which is extremely sharp ;
the lower mandible is straight, short and
obtuse; the nostrils are transverseand oval;
the wings do not reach when closed beyond
the middle of the tail, which is rounded at
the extremity; the legs are only partially
feathered, on the upper part of their anterior
surface; the remaining portion being naked
and -reticulated ; and the talons are exces-

hlpwerful, the internal and the poste-
vigeiggirtidular, attaining an almost dispro-
portionable length.
" The Harpy is so bold, according to Her-
nandez, that it does not scruple to attack
the most ferocious beasts and even man him-
2elf; but this attribute is probably as much
ex ted as its docility, when he adds
thathe may be tamed ond trained to hawk
asreedily asthe rest of the accipitrine tribe.
‘He statesalso that it is quarrelsome, sullen,
aud fierce, and preys not merely upon birds,
b4t upon hares, ana other simtlar animals.
Jannseus adds to this account, probably on
‘thereport of the keepers of the Spanish 3en-
agerie, thatit is capable uf splittinga man’s
skull with a single blow of its beak. Mau-
dsit states that he had been informed by tra-
wellers that it commonly feeds upon the two
species of sloth which arefound in the forests
of Guiana, and carries off in its talons fawns
and other young quadrupeds.  These details
arel couﬁrmer;{ b;{ Sounini, who d(tl:scribes it
as living perfectly solitary in the depth and
darknasg? the ythickest forests, wl;xere of
course it is seldom disturbed by the prying
eye of curiosity. He himself observed it
perched upon a lofty tree on the banks of
the Orassu, where itseemed altogether mo-
tionless, and uttered no cry. His shot
having only broken the wing, he fastened
it by one leg to his boat, in which position
it remained for several days, displaying no
symptoms of mischievousness, but constaht.
ly refusing all kinds of food. This was the
?ecimen called by him Aigle Destructeunr.
fthe Grand Aigle de la Guiang he met
with only three individuals in the course of
‘his journeys in the interior, and was tie first
to make thep known in th~colony, where
they had never been seen Bejore,

-~

These scattered notices comprise all thut
is known of its history in its natural state,
In captivity there is little to distinguish its
manners from those of the other birds of its
tribe. An individual taken from the nest,
in possession of the elder Jacquin, became so
tame as to suffer itshead to be handled and
scratched ; but unfortunately this specimen
was found dead on its passsge to Europe,
having fallen a victinr, as was supposed, to
the vengeance of the sailors, whose monkeys
it had destroyed. These animals in their
gambols unconsciously approached too near
itscage, and were seized by its powerful
talons, it devoured all of them with almost all
their bopes, but not without skinning them,
an operation which it uniformly performed
previously to consigning them to its maw-.

Tue Ox.—The ox is about as large as
the horse, though he is not quite as tall; his
form is more bulky, especially about the
neck and head. The ox 1s a very useful
aunimal, being employed in most all coun-
tries for draught. 1In this Province he is
used more particulariy for drawing carts,
aud for other labor, by the farmers, about
their farms. This animal’s flesh makes the
very best of beef.

HE Cow.—The Cow way be placed
at the head ¢€ all quadrupeds for usefuluess
to man. There is no part of the cow but
what is of some use. Her milk coustitutes
one of the most important argieles of foud.
Her flesh makes excellent bect; of her
horns are made combs, knife lrandles; &c.;
of her shin is made leather; and from the
cow we get the matter, forkine pock inocu-
lation, an excellent preventive of the small
pox. Her blood is used in a great variety
of ways; of herhoofs we make glue.

COMMON THINGS.

No. 3.—acibps,

One acid is more commeon than any other.
1t i3 even oneof the most common things in
the world. Jtis found in the atinosphere at
all times, and in all places.

Being nearly twice as heavy as commen
air, it settles in low places, such as wells,
caves, &c. It is also combiued with some
rocks, especially limestone, and many min-
erals.

This most common of acids is constantly
forming 2% several processes of nature, and
ia great abundance. Indeed the whole ani-
mal kingdom are constantly producing it in
the process of vespiration. It is also fornied
wherever combustion is going on, suchas
the buming of the common fire, lamps,
candles, &c.

Fermentation also produces it, and some-
timesin great abundance. Whenever bread,
yeast, wine, beer, cider molasses or any
substance undergoes the least fermentation,
the result isan acid in the Jormof air, which
is as extensive and common as the atmos-
pheric air.

1t is this acid that gives the life and
sparkling to bottled cider, beer, soda water,
and many other liquids used as beverages.
It is the loss of this acid that renders, beer,
cider, wine, &c. dead, as it is termed.

Though this acid of which we are speak-
ing is healthful and invigorating when
taken into the stomach, it has many times

roved fatal to life, when taken into the
ungs. Persons descending into wells or
other low places, where it has taken pos-
session, have frequently dropt lifeless. In
some iustances persons have instantly lost
their lives, by descending into a fermenting
vat in a brewery, or distillery, after being
emptied of the substance fermented, the
acid produced in the fermentation still keep-
ing possession and filling the vat. The
burning of coal in a pan, or a commeon port-
able furnace confined in a tight room, has
frequently prodused so much of this acid as
to destroy life. 1t is always gro«luccd in
such quantitiesin the burning of coal, as tg
be hurtful, if not dangerous, to be confined
in & room where it i1s burning, unless the
room has a chimney or some other ventila-
‘tio:d to displace the bad air, and supply the

ood.
§ The manufacturers of sodz waterform this
acid by pouring oil of vitriol upén pulverized
marble, which is discharged !@%,ﬂ;gjin;e
ormarble in the forn of bijbhles, which
chemists call effervescing. “TBay then com-
bine it with water, in which soda has been
dissolved, by a forcing pump.  The pressure
thus created by it is frequently so grea as to

burst casks strongly hooped and barred.

Though this is the most common, it is the
weakest among the ucids; and bence when
vinegar, oil of vitriol, (sulphuric acid,) or
almost any other acid, is poured upon lime,
pearlash, or saleratus, ashes, and many
otiter substances countaining this, it produces
zn effervescence, by whichit is discharged,
and gives place to the other and stronger
acid,

This very common thing, of which we
are speaking, is composed of oxygen, which
signifies acid maker, and carbon, which
gives it the name of carbonic acid.

Vincgar, next to carbonic =cid, is the
most common among the numearous. acids,
and can be formed from any substance capa-
ble of being fermented. Wine, cider, mo-
lusses, the juice of the sugar cane, and the
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sap of the muple and some other.trees, are
used for forming this useful avticle in domes-
ticeconomy. Fermentation produces spirit,
or alcohol, before it forms the acid; and
vinegar is always, or nearly always, pro-
duced by the destruction of alcohol. Just
hefore cider becomes vinegur it is worth most
to the distiller, but after that, it is useless
to ltim, but much more uscful to society, as
it then does not deprive men of their senses
amd make them lower than the brutes, but
is highly useful in the family and many of the
arty,

When vinegar is combined with lead, it
forms sugar of lead, more properly ucetate
of lead. With copper it forms verdigris,
or acetate of copper, much used for paints.
It has other combinations which are useful.

A very useful acid resembling vinegur is
formed from the distillation of wood. ~ One
hundred pounds of seasoned maple, beach,
or other hard wood, will produce thirty-
three pounds of a liquid substance, very
useful in the arts, especially in the manu-
fuctory of white lead, for which and some
other purposes it takes the place of vinegar.
It is a powerful preservative of aniranl mat-
ter, ang has been muchiused as a substitute
for smoke in preserving hams and other meat.
The bodies of persons dying at a distance
from home have frequently been preserved
in it whilethey were returned to thei. friends.
Itis useful for numerous purposes, and is
called pyroligneous acid.

1f sulphur be burned, when mixed with
salt petre, it produces a common and uscful
acid, If burnt in pure cxygen, it forms the
same acid., Ttis gequently called the oil of
vitriof, but more properly sulphuric acid.—

1ts uses are very numerous and very im-

portant, but they cannot be specified now.
‘This with other acids will be more particu-
larly described hereafter.

S
————————

MISCELLANEOUS.

STORY OF TWO HIGHLANDERS.

There is, perhaps, no quality of the mind
in which mankind differ more, than ina
prompt readiness either to act or answer to
the point, in the most imminent and sudden
dangem and difficulties; of which the fol-
lowing isa most pleasant instance.

On the banks of the Albany River,
which falls into Hudson’s ‘Bay, there is,
amongst others, a small colony settled, which
is mostly made up of emigrants from the
Hightauds of Scotland.—Though the soil
of the valleys contiguous to the river is ex-
ceedingly nich and fertile, yet the winter
being so long aud severe, these people do
not labour too incessantly in agriculture,
but depend for the most part upon their
skill in hunting and fishing for their subsis-
tence; there being commonly abundance of

- both game and fish.
Two young kinsmen, both Macdonalds,

went out one day into these boundless woods
to hunt, cach of them armed with a woll-
charged gun i his hand, and a skene-dhu,
or Highland ditk, by his side. They shaped
their course towards u small stream which
descends from the mounsains to the north-
west of the river; on the baunks of ‘which
they knew there were still a few wild swine
remaining ; and, of ull other creatures, they
wisled most to meet with one of them; little
doubting but that they would overcome even
& puir of them, if chance should direct them
to their lurking pluces, though they were
reported to be so remarkuble both for their
strength aud ferocity. They were not at
all successful, having neglected the common
game in searching for these animals; and a
little before sunset they returned home-
ward, without shuoting any thingsave oue
wild turkey. DButwhen they least expected
it, to their infliite joy they discovered a
deep pit orcaveen, Whichcontained a large
litter of fine half-grown pigs, and none of
the old ones with them, ‘This wus a prize
indeed ; so, without losing u moment, Pon-
ald said to the other, ¢ Mack, vou pete
littlest man, creep you in and dark te hittle
sows, and 1'll be keeping vatch at te door.”
Mack complied without hesitatior —gave
his gun to Donuld—unsheathed his shene-

dhu—and crept into the cave, head fore-

most ; but after he was all out of sight,
save the brogues, he stopped short, and
called back, “¢ But Tounld, pe shoor to
keep out te old wons.” < Tont you pe
fearing tat, man,” said Donald.

The cave was deep, but there was abund-
ance of room in the further end, where Mack,
with his sharp skene-dhu, now commenced
the work of death. He was scarcely well
begun, when Donald perceived a monstrous
wild boar advancing upon him; rouring, and
grinding his tusks, while the fire of rage
gleamed from his eyes. Donald said not a
word, for fear of alurming his friend ; besides,
the savage was so hard upon him ere he was
aware, that he scarcely had time for any
thing : so setting himself finn, and cocking
his gun, he took his aim; but, that the shot
night prove the more certain death, be suf-
fered the boar to come within a few paces of
him before he ventured to fire. Re atlast
drew the fatal trigger, expecting to blow
out his eyes, brains and all. Merciful
Heaven ! the gun missed fire, or flashed in
the pan, I am not sure which. There was
no time to lose. Donald dashed the piece
in the animal’s face, turned his back and
fled with precipitation. The boar pursued
him only for a short space, for having heard
the cries of his suffcring young ones, as he

passed the mouth of the den, he hasted back

to their rescue. Most men would have given
all up for lost : it was not so with Donald—
Mack’s life was at stake. As soon as he
observed the monster return from pursuing
liim, Donald faced about, and pursued him

in his turn; but huving, before this, frohy
the horror of being-all torn to picces, run
rather too far without looking back, the
boar had by that oversight got considerably
whead of him, Donald strained every nerve
—uttered some piercing cries—and even, fur
ull his haste, did not forget to implore ds-
sistunce from heaven. His prayer was short
but pithy—+ O Lord! puir Mack ! puir
Mack ! said Ponald, in a loud v)ice, while
the tears gushed from his eyes.  in spite of
all his eftorts, the enraged animal reachied
the mouth of the den betore him, and enter-
ed! 1t was, hewever, too narrow for him
to wulk in on all-fours; he was obliged to
drag himself in us Mack had done before ;
and, of course, his hind feet lost their hiold
of the ground. At this important crisis,
Douald overtook him—laid hold of hislurge,
long tail—wrapped it around both his hands
set his feet to the bank, and held back in
the utmost desperation.

Mack, who was al! unconscious of what
was going on above ground, wondered why
he came to be involved in utter darkness irr
amoment, Ie waited a little while, think~
ing that Bouald was only playing:a trick
upon him; but the most profound obscurity
still continving, he at length bawled out,
* Tonald wan; Tonald piat is it tat’llaye
1e stopping te light?” Donald was too
much engaged, and too breathless, to think
of making any reply to Mack’s question,
till the latter, having waited in vain a con-
siderable time for an answer repeated it
in a louder cry. Donald’s famous laconic
answer, which perhaps never was, nor ever
will be equalled, has often been beard of— |
“Tonald man; Touald !—I say phatisit
tat’ll aye pe stopping te light :” bellowed:
Mack. ¢ Should te tail break, you'll fin’
tat,” said Donald. ,

Donald continued the struggle, and seon
began to cutertain hopes of ultimate success
When the boar pulled to get in, Donald
held back ; and when he struggled to get
hack again, Denald set his shoulders to him,
and pushed him in: and in this position
kept him, until he got an opportunity of
giving himsome deadly stabs witht his skene-
dhu behind the short rib, which soon termi-
nated his existence.

Our two young friends by this adventure
realized a voluable prize,” and secured so
much excellent food, th~t it tock them seve-
ral days to get it conveyea home. During
the loug winter nights, while the family were
regaling themsclves on the hams of the great
wild boar, often was the above tale related,
aud as often applauded and laughed at. -

-y

¥

WHIMSICAL ANECDOTE.

A circumstunce which, when related to
us by 2 good mimic, excited our risibility in
a high degree, occwmired some time ago ata
circtit court of justiciary in Scotland, and
i the presence of a Judge whose peculiari-

e
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tivs of temper und manuer were more thun
compensated by hiy muny cxcellent and
amiable qualities. Their Lordships and suite

B had just met, and were proceeding to inves-

tigate rather an interesting case, when their
deliberations  were interrupted by a con-
tinued knocking at the outer court door.—
Aguin and again the shrill tongued mucer
ejnculated, ** Silence! silenee there!” to

i -little or no purpose ; but when the Judge ex-

R cluimed, ¢ What's the meaning of all that

28 noise ? Macers—oflicers, whuture youshout,

that you don’t put an end to thut constunt
" It’s o man,
my Lord.”” ¢ A mmn! what man, sir?

A& W ho, where is he, and what doex lie want 2"
3% * He'sat the outside, please your Lordship,
Bl und wants to getin,” o Well, keep him out;

& keep himnout L say, sir "—"The ollicer buowed

or nodded assent, and the business of the
By and bye. howeser,
an individual possessing the right of entree
walked iuto the hull of justice, aud *¢ the
man,” watchiag his opportunity, slipped in
at the some time. By a levity und restless-
ness, however, by no means uncommon, he
§ had not been well in till he wished to get
 out again—applying, perhaps, toa court of
law what €haueer presunptuonsly says of
the blessed state of matrimony-—

« Marriage is like « rabble rout—

T'hose thut ave out would fain be in,

And those that are in woukl fain he out.”

¥ With this he began to jostle every body
j near him; a proceeding +which not only

Wl created a new hub-bub, but drew forth a

fresh rebuke.—Judge. ¢ What's all this
now? Even if my ears were as sharp as
those of Dionysius, and the room in which
I sitas well contrived us the celebrated vault
in which he kept his prisoners, it would be
impossible for me to hiear one word that the
witness is saying."—Officer. ** It's the men,
my Lord.” ¢ What! the same man ¥’—
* The verra same.”—*« Well, what does lic
want now ?’—* He'wants toget out, please

our Lordship.”—¢ Wautsto get out ! then

eep him in; keep him in I say, sie."—
The obedient officer did as he was directed ;
but the persevering man was not to Le so
easily driven from liis purpose. Watching
an opportunity, therefore, and elboting his
way to an open window, he mounted on
what is called the sole, and appeared, con-
trary to all rule, to be meditating hisescape
in that divection; but the vigilant officer
j again caught the tartar, and agoin inte.fer-
ing, a fresh tumult ensued. His Lordship
appeaved angry (a’. well he might), and a
third tinte exclaimed, *¢ What’s the matter
now? is there to be no end to this ?"—
Officer. ¢ It's, the man, my Lord.”—
* What ! the same man again ? Shew me
the fellow and I'll man him.”—The officer
here pointed to arespectable enough louking
individual, who, as he said, **had crupprn
“up or the window-sole, and wanted to get

down agaip.”—Judge. * Up on the win-
dow sale ! Well, kecp him up 5 heep hiuf
up 1 say, sir, if it should be to the duy of
judgment ¥’ (perhaps his Lordship meant
the hour of jndgment.)— 1t is ulmost need-
less to add, that these successive interrup-
tions threw the audience itto u roar of luugh-
ter, and that the incorrigible man, while
held in durance on the window-sole, had fur
more eyes turned upon him than either the
prisosers or witnesses at the bar.
A WARNING WELL TAREN,

When 1 bezan husiness J wusa great poli-
ticiun, My muster’s shophad been a chosen
place for political discussion; and there, 1
suppose, 1 acquired my fomdness for such
debuates.  Dor the first year, 1 had toomuch
to do and to think about to indulge wy jro-
pensity for politics; but after getting a lit-
tle aheud in the waild, i began_{o dip’into
these matters aguin.  Very svon I entered
as deeply into newspaper argument as if my
livelibood depended on it, wy shop was often
filled with loungers, who came to canvass
public measures; and now and then 1 went
nito my neighbor’s houses on a similar er~
randl. ~ This encroncked omdmy time, and I
fouwd it pecessury svmetimes 1o work” tll
miduight, to make up for the hours 1 lust.
One unight after my shutters were closed,
and 1 was busily employed, scme little
wrchin who was passing the strect, put his
mouth to the key hole of the dvor, and with
a shrill pipe called out, ¢ Shoemaler, shoe-
waker, work by night, and run about by
day.” ¢ And what did you do,” inquired’
the friend, * pursue the boy with your stir-
rup, to chastise him for his insolence ?"—
*“ No, no,” replied Mr. Drew, * had a pis-
tol been fired off at my car, I could not have
been more dismayed or confounded. I drop-
ch my work, saying to myself, true, true,

ut you shall never have thut to say of me
again.”’ I have never {orgotten it; and while
I recollect any thing, 1 never shall.

For the 3irror.

THE ORPHAN’S PRAYER.

Father of mercies, (iod of heav’n,
"To thee on earih be glory givin;

To thee may ev'ry tongue give praise,
Eaclgroice extol thy wond’rous ways.
Thou who dost rule the earth and sea,
Aund dwell’st in dark eternity;

God of the day, and God of night,
Prescient,---holy,~~God of light,

In pity listen to my prayer,

A child of woe, an orphan spare.
Without a friend to hear my ,.ief,
Without a hand to give relief,

I wander sdtlly and alone,

From ev’ry earthly tic far-thrown,
But the’ I’am thus on sarth bereft,

I fecl that still there is one lefl

T'o listen to my plaintive wail ;

‘I'o soothe me tho’ all friends do fail
"Fis God in whom my trust I place,
Oh moy I c'er deserve his grace.

IS
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‘Tie Goveritor lmsappoined W. Q. Saw

ers, Esq. to be Custos Rotalorum, in the
place of James Foreman, Esq. resigneds
and L. Yartshorne, L. Johuston, E. Cu-
nard, 1. Wallace, M. B. Almon, W. A.
Black, J. Williamson, I1. Bell, J. McNab,
8. Story, S. N. Binuey, and T. Hosterman,
Esquires, to be Justices of the Peace.—W,
Q. Sawers, J. Liddell, and J. L. Stamr,
Esqrs. are appointed Police Magistrates-for
the town of Halifax.—R. Fairbanks, M.,
Richardson, W. H. Roach, J. H. Tid-
marsh, J. N. Shannon, and Joseph Starr,
Escyrs. have resigued.

Caution.— A melancholy accident lately
haj.pened ut Luuenburgh. ‘I'wo of Mr,
Oxner’s sons, with several other boys, wera
amusing thewselves with a fowling piece,—
which was loaded, when shocking (o relate,
it exploded, and the contents passed through
the neck of one of the young Oxners, who
died shinost immediately. .

The public should be on their guard,:
against being imposed upon, by counterfeit
Mexican Dollars—several of them were in
circulation last week. The Police have traced
them to a soldier of the 83d Regt. who has
been arrested.

FOREIGN. .

The small pox is very prevalent in Neéo'
York, sercral families have been afflicted
with it, and twelve deaths occurred in a
week.—Dostor papers of the 3d inst. state
that additionul despatckes had be:n received
al Washington, from Mr. Livingston, the
American Minister at Paris. The irench
Chamber of Deputics had come to no decision
vpon the Bill of indemnity, submitted to it.
It is not probable, that any thing farther
will be done by the American Government,.
at present. M. Serrurier, had taken leave
of President Jackson, and had reached Phi-
ladelphia on his way to New York, where a
French sloop of wayr was waiting for him.

Lrratum.—Instead of 3d line, of Gth
verse of Poctr,, on last page, read, -

* Laugh as you did, o’er childish toys,”

NoTicE 7o CORRESPONDERTS. We
must decline submitting Precocity’s effusion
to the public, as we fear thut some of our
¥eaders would be inclined to give us a rap,
if we didso. We acknowledge that ke is @
shrewd chap, and if ke were a little more
anglicised, there would be no coming up tor
&im.---A word to the wise, &, ..

A ¢ Minor" is received. )
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POETRY.
THE LITTLR BOAT BUILDERS,

Beside the sea-shore Charles and Ben
Sat down one summer day,

To build their little boats—and then
7o watch them suil away.

** Hurrah " the boats have left the shore,
And side by side they sail ;

The pleasant sunshine all before,
Bel:ind the summenr gale.

But all too rough the sunny sea:
One boat upsets--and then
They clap their hands and shout with glee;

« Hurrah ! she's up again.”

Bnt on the wave it _annot live :

It sinks :—and now the other !
And now a louder shout they give,

s Hurrah ! we'll build anotker !”

Let’s make ourselves a little seca—
- The ocean s to large !
This tub will do for you and me
b sailour little barg..”

Bear children ' thus through life

your joys
May vanisk ' Will you then

Still laugh while o’er your childish toys,

And think they'll rise again?

And when life’s ocean secms too wide

s
el
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Your quiet course to trace ;
Say, will you wisely turn aside,
And choose a humbler place?

And will you as your joys decay,
First one and then the other,
Shout o%, as one hope sinks away,

“Hurrah ' I'll build another !

BIOGRAPHY.
ALEXANDER MURRAY.

Alexander Murray was the son of a shep-
herd, who lived in a very lonely part of Scot-
land. His father had forty or fifty sheep
and four cows, and this wasall his property.
As he was too poor to send his son toschool,
he undertook to teach him himself. As he
had very few books, and was afraid they
would get spoiled by being handled by a
child, he taught him the alphabet, when he
was six years old, by making the letters on
a piece of board with the burnt end of a stick.
Ta this way Alexander learned at the same
time toread and write. The first book ever
put into his hands was the Shorter Cate-
chism, and in a m~nth or two he could read
tue easier part of it. His next book was
the New Testament, of which he read the
historical parts with delight. He was not
allowed to touch the large family Bible,
which he felt a great curiosity to read; but
finding anold loose-leaved Bible, he took it
dway a leaf at a time, and pored over its
interesting stories with a pleasure which he
had never before felt.

-

His father, intending to bring him up to
his own business, sent himn when seven or
eight years of age to the hills with the
sheep.  But he was too fond of reading and
writing on his board to become a good shep-
herd; so that his father often blamed him
for being lazy and useless. About this
time, an uncle, hearing of his love for learn-
ing, sent him to school, where he was at
first much laughed at for his strange pro-
nunciation of words; butin the course of
a few months he became head of th:e Bible-
class. After being at school one quarter, he
wasobliged to leave on account of his health.
Tho next five years were spentin the oc-
cupation of a shepherd, and in solitary stu-
dy. When nbout 12 years of age, he bor-
rowed a work on Geography and History,
which he almost learned by heart. Healso
learned to copy the maps which it contained,
and even made a map of his native glen and
its neighbourhood. His father, finding that
Alexander was not likely to make a liv-
ing as a shepherd, sent him to teach the
children of two necighbouring farmers dur-
ing one winter, for which he reccived
only four dollars and his buarding. This
money he laid out in the purchase of useful
books.

During the next three years he was al-
lowed to go to school only abuut five months,
But he made good use of his opportunities.
While his schoolmates were at play during
the middle of the day, he was in the school-
room, poring over their books, and storing
his mind with useful knowledge. It was
about this time that ke began to show a
fondness for learning foreign languages.—
And so eager and diligent was he in these
pursuits, that in about e.ghteen months, he
had learned the French, Latin, Gree!., and
Hebrew languages, almost withont assist-
ance. As u proof of his earnest desire to
learn, itmay bementioned that in his spare
time he actually read Ainsworth’s Latin
dictionary several times through. IHe still
spent his winters in teaching, which now
became more profitable to him. All the
periods of his attendance at school being
added together make only about thirteen
months, and these were scattered over the
space of eight years. After leaving school,
Xlexander continued to pursue his studies
with increasing ardor, in the mean time sup-
porting himself by teaching. Asddength
through the kinduess of a gentleman in Edin-
burgh, who had heard the fame of his un-
common learning, he procured a free ad-
mission to the classes of the university. He
was then about nineteen years of age.—
Here he continued ten or twelve yeersin his
favourite study of languages, end in pre-
paring for the ministry of the Scottish church,
to which he was at length ordained. Six
years after this, Dr. Murray was elected
professar of oriental languages in the univer-
sity of Edinburgh, which office he held ou-

ly nine months, being suddenly called away.
by death, on the 14th of April, 1813,
at the early age of thirty-cight:

The lite of this eminent mun may gise en-
couragement to some youth who 1s stiug-
gling with puverty, und want of an opportu--
nity to get an education, and be fitted for
usefulness in society., Who would have
thougat, to see the little shepherd boy sitting,
under a tree po.ing over his book or board,
while his flock was grazing before him that
in less than thirty years his name should be-
known throughout Europe as the most learn-
ed man of his own ur perhaps any other age ?
Remember the motto of Eliot, the Mission-
ary to the lundians, * Prayer and pains,
with the blessing of Gad, can do any thing,”"

QUESTIONS ON COMMON THINGS,
Nos. 1 and 2.

Is any thing in the material world, more:
common than uir?

What other liquid can be mixed with cold
water to render tt intensely hot ?

Why is iron made hot by hantmering ?

What becomes of the water which runs.
into the acean, by the numerous rivers up-
on theearth?

What are sume of the other usesof evap--
oration, besides furnishing materials jl:r
clouds and rain?

What are the two principal ingredicnts.
in the atmosphere, and which the most in-
teresting ! ‘

Of wiat liguid and solid substances, does.
oxygen constitute a part ? ,

Whick is mixed 1with oxygen to form.
water, nitrogen or hydrogen? and which of;
the two is mixed with oxygen in the atmos-

here?

TPhat other substance unites with oxygex.
and hydrogen, to form the wholeof the ve-.
getable kingdom ?

What fourth substance is added to the
three whick constituie vegetables, to form
animal substances? .

L it Carbon or hydrogen whick produces;
the blaze in @ wood or cval fire, also in the
candle and lamp ? i

Which contains the most hyd, ogen, an-,
thracite, or bituminous coals ?
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