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THE SCEPTIC UNREASONABLE

Infidels arc~hemrd to boast that
they are wiser than the Bible, which
they affirm they know to be untrue,
and yet when interrogated they will
candidly confess that they have
never put its sacred truths to the
test. Is it not reasonable to expect

that they would ¢ ask,” “secek,”.

and “knock,”’ before they be heard
to denounce the whole system of re-
ligion a fable and a deception ?
Indeed, we well know that if they.
would but make the trial of the truth
of God’s woréd, they would at once
confess that theirloasted candor in
opposition to the Bible were but
mere pretences, held forth to conceal
the reality of their enmity against
God. Until théey “have tried this
test, may not the terms fanaticism
and delusion with far greater reason
be used to designate their rejection
than our belief of Christianity ?”
And even supposing the Bible to
be false, we lose nothing by having
brought it to this touchstone ; for if
the trial should foil it will only eave
the unbeliever where he was befcre.
On the other hand, if the Holy
Scriptures be true; how immensely
will he gain by ‘the experiment!
Instead of a few vague, ill-defined

notions-of ‘God, he-will then be-able:

to say, “Iknow tn whom I habe

believed’ (2 Tim. i, 12); *This God

is my God for ever”’ (Ps. xlviii. 14).
His ghort-lived participation of un-
holy mirth will be exchanged for a
¢ joy with which.no stranger inter-
meddleth ”” (Prov. xiv. 14); his zold
and sullen fortitude, for a peace
which- the world- can. neither give
nor take away ; his.comfortless pros-
pects of annihilation, or something
uncertain, for a hope full of immor-,
tality. e e L
And this is the only fair.test by
which the Bible can be tried ;. for if
it be true its author is God; and
there is between our mind and his
the most inconceivable distance.
We are.therefore to expect that
many things will appear to his infi-
nitely comprehensive understanding
in a light totally different frem that
by which they are viewed by our
limited réason.. To use the very
words of the Bible itself, it:is. possi-
ble that ““God’s ways may not be as.
our ways,.nor his ‘thoughis as our
thoughts’’ (Is. lv. 8). If then his
book ghould twn ont.somewhat dif-
ferent from the: bible the sceptic
would have written we cannot see.
that this is. a:sufficient reason. for re-
jecting it,.for we are infinitely less
capable of judging.of what.oughs or
ought not to be the mind:of God than.

NO. 8. .
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an infant is to decide upon the
thoughts and councils of the most
eminent statesman or philosopher.

But the unbeliever will reply that
supposing & father had written a
boog expressly for the use of liis
child, he would have- taken care to
accomodateit to his capacity; and
that it is reasonable in: like manner
to infer, that if God had written a
book expressly for our uge, he would
have stooped to the narrowness of
our understandings. We admit the
justice of this inference, but we may
take the liberty to make another
supposition.  Supposing a wise
father had written a book for his
child’s use, and that fic were to warn
himi beforehand tliat lie would find
mariy. thihgs too difficult for his un-
assisted comprehension, which things
if ho.would ask bim, Hie would ren-
der perfectly intelligible to himj;
would the child then have reason to
complain that the meaning of the
book was obscure to hiwp, and
he would not therefore neéd it?
Now this is what the Bible as-
sures us God has. done. He has
written a book for the use of men
which, by reason .of theéir imperfect
and: incorrect views, thiey cannot of
themsdlves fully understand. He
has told thein that if they will ask of
him, he will inake it plaih and intelli-
gible to them. Now wliether this
account be true-or fulse, it ¢an only
be ascertained by making the.exper-
iment. To. say the léast of it this
seems worth trying.

But besides:thiswe have two books
more which we knpw+.can havé no
other author than. God—the bock of
Creatiorm, and the'book of Rrovidence.
Do.these books contain nothing dif
ficult to. be nvnderstond? nothing
that 'we cannot.éasily reconcile with
obscurities; not to say apparént con-
tradictions:in. évery; page..

: I8 not.thé:book of Naturé incom-
prehénsible? How unatcountable to.
our-ideas, that the-barying of:a dry,

The Sceptic.. Unreasonable.
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diminutive sced should be followed
by its resmrection in the shape of a
lovely flower, or a stately tree!
How strange that one day should
behold the lifeless eaterpillar wrap-
ped in a winding sheet of its own
making, and the next should present
it to,us winged with life and beauty,
the gayest of the fluttering creation !
There is not in the whole book of
nature o single line that is legible to
us, from begining to end. We can
read enough to wonder and adore,
but not enough to understand !

And as for the book of providence,
are not its contents still more dark,
and mysterious ! Does it not con-
tain ten thousand articles, which to
our weak judgment appear absolute-
ly inconsistent and contradictory !
How often are the righteous visited
with one affliction after another,
whilg, the wicked are not in trouble
ag other men. These are some of the
seeming incongruities of the book of
Providence. -

If now a third book be offered us
even the Bible, professing also to be
from God, shall we deny that it is
genuine, merely because it is mark-
ed by the very samnie peculiaiites of
style which distinguish other works
of the same author: Surely this. re-
markable coincidence of style is any-
thing ratner than an objection to its
authenticity.

When the infidel objects to. the
Bible on the ground of ils being op-
posed to his'reason, we have yet to
doubt whether reason is at all to. be
relied on in the matter. For if we
take & view of the history of the
world from the beginning, and ob-
serve the absurd, degrading notions
which men entertain. of the Deity,
we must perceive that the human
mind isJittle capable of forming.sub-
lithe or even.reasonable notions ¢on-
éerning him. A8 he.too professes:to
be guided by unassisted: reasom, he
can; scarcely be sure, that his idéas
of :God may not . be just.as remote
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from the truth as those of the ignor-
ant savage who says to a stone
“Thou art my God.”” Ile will tell
us no doubt that he has the superior
advantages of an enlightened philoso~
pby, and a cultivated intelect. But
we know this argument will net
ntand. For what were these gods
who, in the opinion of the enlighten-
ed gnd cultivated nations of Greece
and Rome ““in high Olympus rulled
the middle air?’’ They were a set
of mere men, with rather more than
human power, and less than human
virtue. These enlightned and philo-
sophical nations conceived that God
was altogether such a one as them-
selves.”  If the *infidel’s ideas are
more rational than theirs, it is not
because he 5. naturclly better inform-
«d than they were, but because some
of his notions have been refined from
the grossness of their sensuality by
that despised system of theology, the
Bible. Their example may warn him
how little reason can avail us in
searching after the Almighty. A few
of the wisest of them perceived that
they were wrong, but confessed that
all their philosophy was insufficient
to find out what was r'zht. With
these the Maker of the universe, if
not Jupiter or Saturn, was still the
‘“‘unknown Ged.” Yet they had
the snme reason to guide them, the
same helps, unless they will acknow-
iedge the Bible to be a help—that
they have in the present day. Can
they tell us why they can hope to
succeed when their fathers so egre-
giously failed ? Reason alone, in the
case of every nation under heaven
has proved a blind guide; can they
tell us:how it.comes.to pass that.she
should, in their easé become so-won-
derfusiy-clearsighted? May not the
ideas-of God.which:reason hastaught
the :sceptic, be just as wide of .the
truth as her suggestions to the .hea-
thennations whom:she:persuaded to
‘:Change the glory:of the:incorrupt-
ibie Grod into-an image:liké unto.cors

Unreasonalle. ' 35

ruptible man,'and to biqu, and four
footed beasts, and creeping things.™
(Rom. i. 23). And if he cannog-be
sure of the correctness of his notions,
ig it, we ask, safe to reject the
Bible merely because it does not co-
incide with these notions.

Once more, if he should ‘tell us
that he cannot believe the BDible be-
cause its céntents appear absurd if
not contradicting to him ; we answer
this is mo more than the Bible tiseif hus
fretold, ¢ Lhe natural map receiveth
not things of the Spirit oS God, for
they are foolishness to him } ncither
can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. ii. 14).
Let us again put the cage home to |
his own experience. Suppose he
had written a treatise on some par-
ticular subject and had distinctly and
repeatedly declared, that to a certain
description of readers, destitute of a
certain degree of information, hisg
book must, from the very nature of
the thing, be incomprehensible, and
even wear the appearance of glaring
absurdity ; would.he not think him-
self unfairly dealt by, if ‘his perform-
ance were to fall into contempt be-
cause those very persons whom he-
had declared incompetent to judge,
were to assure the world that they
had read it, and found it both.obscure-
and ridiculous? And let us farther'
suppose that he had not only fore-:
warned these people.of the incapa--
city they labored under, but had also
pointed out a method by which they
might acquire sufficient knowledge:
to enter into the meaning of his work,.
and to estimate it at its real value;.
would he not accusé them of tenfold
digingenjousness:in ¢ondemning: fiis-
production: -without giving ° them-
selves- the:ficouble of examining by-
themethadibe had proposed ?, And
we ask every reagonable-man in.ex-
istance if thismnphilosophic,proceed--
ing be not thevery:.counterpart of his:
own iconduct with regard:’ to: :that.
Book upon: which; for:anything. he
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has.ever proved to the contrary, his
eternal happiness or misery may de-
pend. The Scriptures informs us in
unmistakable language how to ob-

tain divine illumination. *‘dsk and
it shall be given you.” Reader be in-
duced to iry the experiment.

GOSSIPPING.

Of all the nuisances which afilict &
eountry village, the most grievous and
intolerable is the nuisance of gossiping.
‘We alraost believe this affliction is a
chronic disease. Next to whisky, we
think the greatest curse of a town is
this spirit of tattling. This eternal and
unceaging canvassing of this man’s fanits,
that woman’s follies, sind the other child’s
sins is insufferable.

It actually seems to do some of these
professional gabbers good to mumble
the bones of the carcass ot a dead repu-
tation. A reputation which perchance
has been theretofore killed by the mum-
bler herself, or himself, as the case may
be. 'We can find no reason for the IIy-
ena-like satisfaction which the shurp-
nosed vampyres take in scenting out a
folly or a crime in a neighbor’s life,
unless it be the idea that every fuult
found in another’s character raises the
findor nearer to the.plane of angelic life.
And we have no doubt there are peo-
ple in the world who really think that
if they coald prove that Samuel' Dun-
ham is a perfect ‘'devil; such proof would
uindeubtedly; elevate the person proving
it to the station of an angel. But it
wotild not !

" Therearetwo waysin which peopletry

A

to getupinthe world. One is by climb-
ing up the slopes where good men stand,
ana the other is by trying to pull the
good men down into the mire where
they stund. Now, a moment’s thought
must convince any one that this pulling-
business does not raise the fallen up =
single step.  But, as we before said, we
can conceive no otlier, reason for the
exultation, and the satisfied smack of

the lips, which attends the devouring of’

a dead character, or a bitten, and par-
tially mangled reputation. On no other
theory can we account for the intensely
brilliant glare of the facinating eye of a
fair ove at the sight or the smell of blood
from a new victim to folly or wrong.

A curse on all tattlers and gossips
and seandal mongers, say we, and all
people, not belonging to this class, will
assuredly say Amen!

Satan’s agents in the world are many,
and are all more or less contemptible,
aud: unwelcome, but the hideous ‘hag
who wears-the erown of the Queen of
Gossips, and head devil of the scandal
mongers, and hér numerous underlings,
servants, and -agents, are beyond all
comparizon, the most accursed and des-
picable of all the recruiting officers of
perdition.

.

- BAnraquagrs Prenicrep.—Prof. A.
M. Deélisser, who has.been sent by
the French Academy to Jamaica, as-
serts that a series of cslestial and
terrestrial phenomena is- at -hand.
On. the night of the 27th February,
inthe western heavens, thére was'a
conjunction.of thé moon with Jupi-
ter and Venus, and$hrée nights later
-Jupiter passed Venus by only twen-

three seconds of degres. Theresult
of these conjunctions -and pérturba-
tions will be atmospheric commotion
—electrical discharges, heavy gales,
high tides, earthquakes. Moreover,
the whole year will be remarkable for
its storms, inundations, eruptions,
&ec. .American papers state that the
current of the Gulf stream hag re-
cently increased one fourth in speed.
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THE REPORTER, ON IRISH CHURCH AFFAIRS.

It is a homiliating fact to find some
of the public journals of Nova Scotia
advocating the most deliberate forms of
robbery and injustice that was ever
conceived in the minds of men, and
which would be a disgraee to the people
of Turkey or Austria. Under the very
name of Joseph C. Crosskill, Esq., a
Protestant, by profession, and a son of
a loyal father, a petty writer has boldly
asserted that loyal men have no right
in the kingdom of Ireland to the pos-
session of their own property. Witha
professed conviction that the Romanists
in that kingdom .are obliged to pay tri-
bute or rates to the Protestant Church
¢stablished by law, the scribbler eulo-
gizes the contemptible Gladstone, who,
in order to render himself popular among
the enemies of the country, publicly ad-
vocates the propriety of spoiling the
noble church of the blessed Reforma-
tion.

Now the Editor cf the Reporter
knows, or he does not know, that the
Romaunists in Ireland are not required
to pay the value of one shilling to the
support of the Protestant establishment.
If he really knows this fact, then he is
a base slanderer when he insinuates the
falseheod to Lis readers, and he thus
most shamefully imposes upon their
ignorance. Batif he doesnot know it,
we earnestly hope he will examine the
subject before heagain givesutterance to
anopinion that may be caleulated to lead
his readers astray upon this most im-
portant question—a question which will
not only uffect the present but future
generations.

In the first and second numbers of the
Rose of Sharon vie have simply stated
the facts in the case. We have clearly
sliown that the Irish Church is support-
«d by her own rightful income or pro-
perty, and not by any taxation whatso-
ever; that she has a better, and by far
2 juster claim to the tithe than any one
of the landed proprietors have to the

~

other nine parts of their possession,
that the creation of all other property
in Ireland was subsequent to the decree
which gave the Church the right to the
property ; that since that peviod every
acre of Irish.ground has been, at different
times, forfeited to the crown, and that
in every case the new proprietois re-
ceived the property subject to this prior
right, that no honest government could
possibly interfere with, simply because
it was never forfeited to the Crown by
any improprieties or treasonable asso-
ciations on tlié part of the Church, We
also conclusively proved that the Romish
peasantry were not obliged to pay the
value of one penny tax to the Protestant
church, and that iu a large majority of
cases the tythe payers were Protestant
land proprietors, and not Papists, and
that when Romanists did pay the tythe
to the agents of either the clerical or
lay rector, they had received value for
their money, not in religious or Church
services, for those are received by all
witheut maney or price, but in landed
property, the rent and tythes of which
they agieed to pay when they took pos-
session of it. °

And yet in the face of all these facts
the sacrilegious Gladstone lends his in-
fluence to rob and pluider ihe Church
to which the nation is indebted for its
greatness and glory.; and little hirelings
in Nova Scotia have the brazen effront-
ery to denounce Mr. Disraeli for bis
loyalty to the Protestant Queen and the
censtitation of Britain.

‘The Renorier says:—'There was
one noticeable feature during the de-
bate, the frequent reference to the
peaceful and loyal spirit universally ex-
hibited by the Irish in the Dominion of
Canada, Mr. Gladstone declaring that
the reason was that in Canada Irishmen
enjoyed full and perfect security for the
fruit of labour,acd were not contrasted
with the last relics of a political and
religions ascendancy.

-
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and their friends !

88 The Reporter, on ITrish Church Affairs.

Surely the " Reporter must have
known the above statement to be a gross
and palpable contradiction of facts.
‘Who compose the eircles of the Fenian
Brotherhood in every city in the Do-
minion ? The Irish Papists and their
friends in treason! Who has recently

-attempted to blow up the Parlianient
‘buildings in Ottawa ? The Irish papists !

‘Who has resisted the Dominion -from
the very beginning? 'T'he Irish papists
Who hissed at the
name of the Queen in Montreal only a
fewmonthsago,and saying, “Tolell with
the red, white and blue?” ‘The Irish
papists!  Who murdered our brave
defenders at Limestone Ridge in June,
18667 The Irish papists! Who sent
home = donation of £20 sterling to
Father Lavelle, the clerieal rebel, and
in a letter accompanying it, said *they
hoped the day was not far distant when
the loyal men of Treland vvould be eom-
pelled to bite the dust? The Irish
papists! Who never fired a shot at the
{oe, or raised a solitary regiment to op-
pose the Fenian raid on Canada? The
Irish papists! Talk not to us about the
loyalty of those men who parade our
streets under a green banner which has
never yet waved by the glorious old
crimson flag of Britain in the hour of
insult, and in the time of danger!! It
is clear and evident that loyalty at this
time, in Gladstone’s estimation, is at a
very great discount; and we do hope
that this.is not the case in our own Pro-
vinces, and yet we must confess the
gigns are very oruinous.

The present attack on the Church of
Ireland is but a prelude toa contem-
plated one on the Church of England!
Romanists will never be satisfied with
anything short of sUPREMACY. What
matters it to: them that loyalty is dis-
countenanced in Ircland, and treason
apparently honoured by the authoritiés
themselves! What thanks have they
to return to the government for large
grants of money to Maynooth.and their
other institutions, where traitors are
manufactured and treason concocted—

[May.

grants which have been given, too, by
unjuat and iniquitous taxation, forced
upon the Protestant popiilation? What
matters it to them that fereign Priests
are permitted to trample upon and. dis-
honour our laws with impunity. What
compensation is it to them thatShe Pro-
testants of Ulster ave punislred for
claiming their natural rights, and that
they are not permitlted to muke any
public exhibition of loyalty, lest the
enemies of British role should be there-
by offended? What do they care for
the superior privileges granted to them
in Ireland which are denied to the loyal
sons of the soil, so leng as every soul in
Ireland is not compelled to submit to
the degrading tyranny of the Pope ! and
the Church and the Bible are kept open
and firee to the poor. ¢ Al this availeth
them nothing so loag as they see Mor-
daieni, the Jew sitting at the king's
gate ¥ 11}

For Romanists wickedly to atinck the
Protestant church is natural, and just
what might be expected of them ; but
for Protestants to staop to the dastardly
aet, shows their degraded and loathsome
charaeter. The papists themselves in
their very hearts despise them. '

Protestants of the Empire, Awake!!
View the ddnger which threatens you
on all sides, and fly to your posts!!!
You have enenies wnthin, enemies with-
aut, and enemies all around you. Paid
Jesuits ave at this imoment thrust into
your church to desecrate her altavs by
the saerilegious rites of Rome, which
your good old Protestant ehureh, de-
nounces as * damnable idelatry.” Pro-
testant Churchmen beware of innovation
on the good old religion of your fathers.
Blark the signs of Aniichrist! Paid
Jesuits are sent among Protestant Dis-
senters, too, to fester division, and to
foment seetarian hatred, and more es-
pecially to-create a prejudice against the
bulwark of Protestantism, the venerable:
Church of the Reformation. And their-
grand object is to snap the eords asunder:
that bind the Church to the State, so
that the Sovereign-may become a papist,

raets “;
\
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and thus be enabled to hand over our
country to the Pope. Protestant Dis-
senters beware, there is a snare for you §
Protestants of every name, awsake, and
upite for mutual defence, for danger
threatens you! Depend upon it, the
Anti-titlhe ery is bat a Jesuitical device
which'you ‘may all well understand.
Cast away your jealousies and your pre-
Judices, and let the Protestant Church-
men and Protestant Dissenters stand
shoulder to shoulder. Let % No. 2o-
pery,”’ be your watchword, and “ No

Sir William’s Dream. 36

Surrender,” your battle cry. Give your
influence to no man for parliamentary
honours until you have proved him to be
& good and sound Protestant. Be united
and your liberty. and. religion are safe.
But above -all things, brethren, * put
yourtrust in God,” and when the time
comes, be at your post, and, at.the same
time, perform your duty. Thug pre-
pared, you will be enabled to do the
work of 1690 aver again, and God will
make your united hosts, &s terrible to
his enemies 83 an army with banners.

R4 SIR WILLIAM'S DREAM.

One night as X slumbered, and en my pitlow lay,

A vision came to me, and thus he did say, ,
Arise from your siymber and quickly draw near, ’
E’ll show you the ground-work which now slifnes so elear.

8o yeu marksmen be steady and true to your cause,
Remember bold Joshua end King William’s laws.

Then Z drew rear to him just where he did stand,

With a.mantle he clothed me, with & star in my hand,

Through valleys he led me, and paths where he trod,

‘Wheze no one could travel, bat those that feared God.
So you marksmen be steady, &e.

Then X was admitted where ro light 2id besm,
I travelled the descrtunto Jordan’s proud-strecnz,
‘Till we came t9 a mountain, to the top ¥ did climb,
And the Worshipful Master gave me the grand signs;
o you marksmen be steady, &e. i -

Then our journey we pursued, Joshua was our guide,
Saying, lift these twelve stones that’s by Jordan’s stream side.
So we did it for Joshua, by Jehovah’s good will, .
Who for this very cause made the Sun to stand _till.
So you marksmen be steady, &e.

Them we trawelled on @ur journey unto Jexiche .
And next unto Gilgal, where all marksmen must go;
“There we built up our camp by Jehovalh’s command,
And to this very.momeit sur groundwork doth stand.
S0 you marksmen ke steady, &e. '

o come you Purple Marksmen, who are linked in our band,
Let all join in chorus, while arcund me you stard, .
And may our Purple Order still flourish and shine,

And we'll think on the vision that gave the grand sign.

So you marksmen Be steady, and true to.your cause,
Remember bold Josbkua, .and King William’s Jaws,

v
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The Dighy

THE DIGBY

God bless the loyal men of Digoy!
How our hearts bound with joy and
delight to read the following, which we
take from the Burning Bush of the
16th ult: —

“ At a special meeting of the Loyat
Orangemen at Digby, held at Digby on
the 6th of March, 1868, the following
resolutions were unapimously agreed
upon :

Whereas, ‘The ancient-and loyal in-
stitution of Orangemen has-always been
proverbial for their attachment to British
institutions, and proud of their connec-
tion with the British Ewpire ;

Therefore resolved, That any at-
tempt to infringe on the former, or
dismember the latter, the person so
offending shall be deemed @ traitor to
his country, and dealt with accordingly.

And whereas, A paper called the
Bluenose, and edited and published by a
poor deluded ereature, was put in eireu-
lation on Wednesday last;

And whereas, said pap>r does contain
seditious and libellous articles, and eal-
culated to arouse the honest indignaion
of every British subject ;

Therefore resolved, That it is our
duty to take such steps as may be deem-
ed advisable for the suppression of said
paper;, and show to ail evil doers that
we are determined to put down 2all at-
tempts to weaken British influence or
dismember the Bridsh Empire.

GEORGE DExTER, W. Di.
Joax DaALey, Secretary.”

. ]

Last winter we had the pleasure and
satisfaction of meeting with the brethren
of the Digby Lodge, and we parted them
with feelings of supreme delight, and
could not belp blessing the brave and
loyal fellows in our very hearts. The

Orangemen. [May,

ORANGEMEN.

cordial manner in which both they, and
the people of Digby generally reccived
us ; the deep interest they teok in our
humble services when among them ; the
attention with which they listened to our
lecture on Orangeism, and their polite
and courteous, nay. inore, warmhearted
friendship displayed towards us when in
their midst, produced feelings in our
bosom that cannet be forgotten. Re-
pealers or no repealers, we felt we loved
the people of Digby, a people that no
wan dare call disloyal !

‘We heard of that contemptible sheet
called the Bluenose, and we thought to
ourselves, what will the people of Digby
say to this? What will the Orangemen
of Digby say to this? 'We heard first
a faint murmur from a distance sound-
ing in our ears, but on Friday evening,
the 17th of Apyil Iast, at 11 o’clock, we
saw the lightning fash, a bright Orange
colour, then the. British thunder roared
louder and louder, and eur brethren
here were cheered by its true, full, Bri-
tish sound, and in vision we saw the
Annexation trattors to their country pale
with fright, and trembiing with -terror.
Ab, cried we, there they are! We
knew we were not mistakenin the men.
The storm of loyal tndignation has ga-
thered. Native Nova Scotian$ have.
thundered forth their indignation at the
insuls offered their country by a person
that dare style his annexation rag The
Bluenose. We beg pardon of our
readers for mentioning the rag, as we
never intended to do so, and we would
have scorned {0 notice it at this time,
only we could not help saying, God
bless the Orangemen of Digby ! So
mote it be, responds every loyal Briton
throughout the universe, be he Unionist
or Revecier.

Bed-bugs are kept away by wash-
ing the crevices with strong salt
water, put on with a brash.

4 bit of glue dissolved in skim
milk and water will restore old or
rusty crape.

t‘g_,WMM‘.-4-,.~~M—~— e et Seeis el e afecean
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The Soldier’s Song. 4l

THE SOLDIER'S SONG.

Ye lion hearted British Boys,
Though scattered wide and far,
Come, hear a simple countryman,
Tune up the trump of war.
With hearts light, and bayonets bright,

Assembie on the plain;

We knocked the tyrant up before,

And so we will again.

So here’s to noble Welltngton,
The darling son of fame,
And Hill too, and Beresford,
And Cambermere and Graemw,
And all the countless heroes bold,
The British Isles arrayed,
To fight the cause of Europe’s laws,
Undaunted, undismayed.

%+ When seated on the French throne,
Witn nations at command,
We led the lad a pretty dance,
And tried him haund to hand;
‘We sought for, and fought for,
And nobly gained the day,
When he veiled his bonnet in disgrace,
And slily STOLE AWAY.
So here’s to noble Wesrlington, &c.

Now come forth, the whole North,

To emulate our fame;

But the bagged fox, of Elba rocks,
- Will show but little gane;
With dark brow, he trembles now,
And Europe hears him say,
We'll make the French Republicans,

Before he runs away.

So here’s to noble Wellington, &e.

Tuere 18 A Gop.—There is a God !
The herds. of the valley, the cedars
of the mountain bless him ;. the in-
sect sports in his beams; the ele-
phant salutes him with the rising
orb of day ; the bird sings him in
the foliage ; the thunder proclaims
him in the heavens; the ocean de-
clares his immensity : it remains for
foolish MAN alone to say  There
is no God !

Gob is capable only of goodness ;
the Devil only of sin ; Man of both ;
Brutes of either.

.-

Tue Bournixg Busa.—We are most
happy to inform our readers that the
Burning Bush is blazing again. We
have just now received the first num-
ber of this paper from the present pub-
lishers. 'We ask our friends all to give
it their hearty support. We need its
weekly visits. The Rose cannot very
well bloom unless the Bush is cultivated;
and & Bush that bears a Rose, and &
monthly one at that, is of all other
Bushes the most beautiful, and must be
admired by all people who take delight
in the beauties of nature.
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Address {o the Orangemen of the Empire.
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ADDRESS OF THE IMPERIAL GENERAL COUNCIL

Of ihe Loyal Orangemen of England, Setland, Ireland, Canada, and the
other Colonies, represeniing half-a.mitlion of men, adopled at their meet-
ing held in London on Wednesaay the 11th July, 1867, to the Crangemen

of the Empire.

First.—The Constitution in Church
and State, and the Ciril and Religious
Liberty of all classes, have never been
in such serious hazard swee the reign
of King James the Second.

Second.—The danger to the Church
1s in great measure oceasioned by the
Romanizing party amongst the Clergy
of the Church of England ; as to whom
we deem it necdless to waii for the
Report of the Royal Comnassion, o>
minutely to examine Rubries and the
Canons of 1503, and the conflicting
opinions of Counsels, the case being too
clear to admit of doubt, ang these Ec-
clesiastics have designedly introduced,
and are now introducing the Romish
Vestments, Ritual, and Doctrines—
conduct which common sense teaches to
be inconsistent with the principles of the
Reformation, and with Clerical honesty.

Third.—But the danger, both to the
State and 2lso to the Church, is mainly
oceasioned by the gradual and perpetual
concessions since the year "1829, made
in Parlinment in favour of the Roman
Catholics: the great delusion of the
present time being, to treat Popery as
if it were an innocent form of Chris-
tianity, deserving equal privileges and
equal position with Protestantism.

Fourth.—1In the last and present ses-
sions, especially, several measures, tend-
ing to the manifest .destruction, im-
mediate or remote, of the trie principles
of the Constitution, have been, and are
being passed through Parliament, and
with such rapidity and recklessness as
would be ‘njustifinble even in the most
ordinary and harmless Bill. We speak
not of Parliamentary Reform, as to
which we express no opinion. *

Fifth—To specify all the advantages
aobtained by the Romanists by their well
sacteinea? -gstem of attack, aided by so

-

called Protestants of all political parties.
would (except as shewn in the annexed
Svaopsis) be impracticable within the
limits of an Address. We, therefore.
confine ourselves to a brief statement of
of the consequences, immediate and fu-
ture, of the Repeal of the Declaration
against Transubstantiation, and of the
Repeal of the Ecelesiastical Tithe Act.

Sizth.—As to the former measure.
the immediate result.aill be, that the
Sovereign will-be the only person in the
British Dominions required te make the
Declaraiion against Transnbstantiation,
which at present forms part of the
Coronation Oath. ‘The remote result,
and «t no distant period, will be, the
abolition or alters:ion of that Coronation
Oath (the main, if not the only practical
obstacle to a Roman. Catholic assuming
the Crown), to he speedily followed by
the Repeal or Alteration of the Royal
Succession Aect.

Seventh.—As to the latter measure,
the immediate consequence of the Re-
peal of the Ecclesiastical Titles Act
will be, the practicar acknowledgment
of the Pope’s Legal power to do by a
mere Bull that which our Sovereign
cannot do without express sanction of
Parliament ; namely, to establish, at his
own will and pleasure, a Hierarchy in
any and every part of the British Em-
pire, with territorial titles. The Queen’s
supremacy will thus be effectually de-
stroyed : while thelay Roman Catholics
themselves will be injuriously affected
by the increased facilities for the intro-
duction, by their Bishops, of the Canon
Law for their Government.

Fighin.—The next, and not distant,
consequences will be, the osientatious
exhibition, in public, of the Romish
Bishops and Priests in full costume ai-
tendance and ceremonial, their religivus
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processions, and their reception at Court
(hitherto refused). 'We might point to
still further consequences, whereby Her
Most Gracious Majesty may, by her
own Parliament, be placed in which
King James IL wilfully placed himself.
In few words, there is imminent danger
that the Throne will be opened to Ro-
man Catholics, the Religious Reforma-
tion and the Revolutivn of 1688 ignored,

. and the last remains of the Constitu-

tien of 1688 trampledout. And these
dangers ave to a great extent occasioned
by the false test usually applied to the
Ecclesiastical Titles Act; numely, the
mere fact that no conviction has oc-
curred, or is likely to occur, and no
penalties are enforced or are likely to
be enforced. The real test is, that the
Act, consistently with the leading fea-
tares of the Constitution, negatives the
power of the Pope to interfere territo-
rially with England and English Sces;
and reduces the created hierarchy to
their proper position, whatever titles
they may illegally assume amongst
themselves. ‘The enactment was doubt-
less too feeble, as a repulsion of a deli-
berate national irfsult ; but, although too
feeble, the Act inust be retained, if
England wishe. to be free. _

Ninth—The apparent indifference
of the people the gradual progress of
Constitutional destruction (which doubt-
less helps forward their work), arises
from the following. causes — gricvous
ignorance of passing events, and of the
effect of these Constitutional changes:
incessant occupation, which leavestittle
time for thought or action out of the
range of business ; a general conviction
that no political parties can now be
trasted, and, therefore, that mattess
must take their course; and, in many
instances, utter indifference to all forms
of religion.

Tenth.—History and experience lead
to the conclusion that there must and
will be, soouer or later, a fearful re-
action on the part of the Protéstants of
the Empire, the final result of which
can at present only -be surmised.

Lleventh.—Confidence can no longer
be placed in public men (whatever may
be their party or their professed politi-
cal opinions and actual pledges), for the
protection of the British Constitution.
And henceforth they must, by their
constituents, he divided into two classes,
Protestants and Pro-papists, and votes
for Members: of Parliament must be
given aceordingly.

Twelfth—Tinally, we are in the
position of loyal men, who seek nothing
except the prosperity of onr Queen.and
Country. As such, we now enter vur
solemn and earnest Profest against the
dangerous concessions and unjustifiable
alterations of the Constitution, which
have been, and will doubtless herealter
be made at the dictation of the Roman
Catholics, who will never rest satisfied
with anything short of Supremacy.
We thus protest, not from the inclina-
tion to persecdte or injure any portion
of our fellow subjects, but from an
anxious desire to secure for all parties
that liberty which the present course of
Parliamentary procedure (if unchecked)
reust ultimately, for a time at least,
destroy. We do not wish to see a

.convulsive restoration of freedom and

pure religion. Probably this, our Ap-

peal, will influence neither the Govern-,
ment nor the Country; but atall cvents

we shall hereby-avoid the future taunt,

that no persons out of Parlinment

opposed or remonstrated.

We place upon record our prayer
that England may remain The Proles-
tant Nation -of the World, whilst
granting to alkother creedsand persons
toleration 1o the-utmost limit, consistent
with that position. And we avow -our
conviction that, when England ceases to
be in Church and State essentially
Protestant, she will eease to be:great,
prosperous and free; if, indeed, she be
permitted to retain an independént
European -existence, And we declare
before the world our inflexible determi-
nation to support,at all times and under
all circumstances, the House of Han-
over, being Prolestant; and to conter:d
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for and sustain the Civil and Religious
Liberties of our common country, now
too seriously threatened.

Syxorsis.—The Emancipation Act,
10 Geo. 4, chap. 7, 1829, entitled, “An
Act for the Relief of His Majesty's
Roman Catholic subjects,” provided the
following guarantees, which have all
been either repealed, altered, attacked,
or neglected <

1. Oaths—sections 2 and 11.

2. Exclusion of Roman Catholics
from officc of Lord Chancellor of
Irelend, e.—section 12.

8. Exclusion of Roman Catholics
from the governing bodies of our uni-
versities, colleges and schools—section
16.

4. Prohibition against Roman Catho-
lic Ecclesiastics taking titles to sees—
section 24. .

5. And against attendance at Roman
Catholic places of worship in Ireland
with insignia of ofiice—sec. 25.

6. And against Roman Catholic
Eeclesiastics appearing in the habits of
their Order elsewhere.than in their
usual places of worship—section 26.

7. Suppression of Jesuits, DMonks,
&c., &e.—sections 28 to 36.

In the present Parliament attacks
have been made on the Protestant
Constitution of our Country, in the
following (amongst other) instances :—

1. Attack on the Irish Church.

2. Repeal of the Declaration against
Transubstantiation, as preparatory to
opening the throne to Roman Catholics.

3. Attack on theUniversity of Dublin.

4. Pending Repeal of the Kcclesias-
tical Titles Act, as preparatory to the
invasion of all our provinces and sees.

5. Attempt to authorize Roman
Catholic Priests to officiate at funerals
in Protestant Churches and Church-
yards in Ireland.

6. Industrial Schools Act.

7. Attack on Mortmain Act, by bill
for granting lands direct to Roman
Catholic Bishops, and thereby incor-
porating them, and recognizing them by
Act of Parlinment.

Signed on behalf of the Council,
EnniskiLLEN, G.M.
17th July, 1867.

PARTY PROCESSIONS IN IRELAND.

Tre Case or Mr. Wit Jorxsox.—
The verdict obtained against Mr.
Johnston, of Ballykilbeg, at the
Down Assizes, and his imprisonment
in the jail of Downpatrick, will prove
the crisis in the history of the penal
statute under which the Protestants
of Ulster have so long chafed. The
idea that the case, as between Mr.
Johnston and the Government, could
be presented as a bare question of
whether he had broken a law, was
the most foolish that could be enter-
tained. The policy of instituting a
prosecution for the Bangor meeting
is the point upon which the public
will offer their opinion. They have
elready uttered that opinion very
emphatically, condemning the appli-

W N
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cation of the statute as partial, and
unfair to theloyal population against
whom it was dirvected, considering
the course pursued by the Govern-
ment with regard to the recent Pro-
cession in the South, and the syste-
matic manner in which the same law
was violated with impunity in other
parts of the country, for years be-
fore. A meeting of temperate and
earnest working-men, in Belfast, has
startingly exhibited the impolicy of
the step taken by the Irish Minister
in indicating very promptly its cer-
tain and deplorable effects. One of
the most striking of these is the only
too probable estrangement of the
Protestant workmen of Ulster from
these whom they have for genera-

1t
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tions regarded with affection and
followed with pride as their natural
leaders. An impression has been
produced by Lord Mayo’s prosecu-
tions, and some of their later inci-
dents, which it will be extremely
difficult to remove, and which, if not
removed, will tell upon the next
elections in the province, perhaps
injuriously. It is eertain that such
men as spoke on the Belfast work-
ingmen’s platform are not to be de-
spised. Their opinions are intelli-
gently formed, and with a reference
to the actual position of events.—
Their conviction is shared by the
calmest thinkers, that there will not
be peace in Ulster, or in Ireland, so0
long as the Party Processions Act
remains on the statute-book.

The state of public feeling is so
far understood, that there appears
to be a wish to release the Down-
patrick prisoner at the carliest mo-
ment, on any fair reason. It was
stated by the Belfast papers that
Mr. Johnston had been liberated.
The announcement- was premature,
and indicated a remarkable anxiety
in o certain class of prints to be able
to say that ha-was a free man again,

~ [From the Derry Sentinel, March 7th.)

Few can have any doubt of the
real character of the processions at
Cork, Limerick, and Dublin. When
Lord Derby stated; in a speech in
the House of Lords, that the Cork
and Limerick processions were with-
in the law, and when Lord Mayo, in
the House of Commons, expressed
doubts of their legality —when the
* Dublin procession was not prohib-
ited, although due notice was given
of it — the parties composing it can-
not be blamed for holding 1. But
the practical injustice remains that
loyal men are punished, while others
who cherish various shades of dis-
affection escape. It is the ecourse
that is pursued by the Irish govern-
ment that is to blame.

’
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As a Liberal Government he took
no notice of threc former illegal pro-
ceedings, as a Qonservative Govern-
ment have taken no notice of the
Cork and Limerick processions to
the present hour, while ‘the Dublin
prosccutions was a tardy proceed-
ing, taken up after the accused par-
ties had been supplied with an ad-
mirable defence. Ifreal impartiality
was iitended, especially after the
failure of the Dublin prosecutions,
the prosecutions at Down should
have been withdrawn. That course
was urged upon the government,
but in vain. At first it was announ-
ced that tho Attorney-General was
to be in Purliament, but as Parlia-
ment was adjourned at the time, it
was necessary for him, as a matter
of comuron decency, to attend at
Downpatrick, Yet there was no
withdrawal vof the prosecutions.
There may have been a tacit under-
standing with the Crown prosecu-
tions as to the pleas of guilty, but
it was an arrangement to which ho-
nourable men could not consent.
The Attorney-General, it is true,
stated that he did not come to pro-
secute the Orangemen, but such a
statement was a paltry verbal quib-
ble. The set-off of the Rathfriland
Roman €atholics was only made use
of to give a olour to the profession
of impartiality that is now set up.

No attempt has yet been made to
try the Cork and Limerick proces-
sionists, The Dublin processionists
were only tried after a good defence
was supplied them by leading mem-
bers of the' government itself. Why
is this foolish act kept upon the Sta-
ture book? Why is 1t enforced
against loyal Pretestants, when it
either is not, or-cannot, be enforced
against men whom it would be alibel
to call loyal? Ifall Acts of Parlia-
ment are to be scrupulously obeyed
government should set the example.
It is notorious that the Ecclesiastical
Titles Act is allowed to remain a
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dead letter. Dr. Moriarty, Roman
Catholic Bishop of Kerry, boasted
that he systematically violated it.
'The Party Processions Act had be-
come doubtful when it had been
broken on threc separate occasions
with the connivance of the govern-
ment. 1t had been become more
than doubtful—it was supposed that
not a rag of it was left, 'when Fenian
processions were allowed. Doubts
have at length been dispelled so far
as the Orangemen are concerned.
In their case the pound of flesh is to
be rigorously exacted. Three Pro-
testants are to be punished like
felons because they could not stoap
to the meanness of a degrading ples
which conscience did not justify.
The effect upon the minds of loyal
men cannot be good. Although it
i8 a true boast that Orapgemen have
maintained their loyaltyNinder great
discouragements, the tendency of
such prosecution is in an opposite
direction.

It is stated that a meeting is to be
held to express-indignation at the
course taken by the government. If
it is intended that the cause of Con-
servation should be strengthened the
sentence should not_be carried out
in the case in question; the Party
Processions Act should be allowed
to remain a dead letter in all cases,
as well as in some, until an oppor-
tunity occurs for repealing a measure
which is an unnecessary infringe-
ment of the liberty of the subject,
and produces animosity while it pro-
fesses to allay it.

—— ¢
SEN,TEN_C.E OF THE PRISONERS.

Downparricg, Fep. 29.—Mr. Jus-
tice Morris entered the Crown Court
at ten o’clock this morning, and took
his-seat on the bench. The court
was derisely crowded.

-'William Johnston, Esq., Ballykil-
beg'; William.M’ Whinney and Thos.

Keatinge were then called, and hav-.

ing surrendered, were placed in the
dock. .

Mr. Justice Morris then addressed
the prisoners as follows: William John-
ston, William M’ Whinney, and Thomas
Keatinge, you have been severally
convicted for an offence against an Act
of Parliament called the Party Proces-
sion Act. The facts of the case were
really so cogent, so conclusive, and so
clear, that 1 must say there was vire
tually nothing for the jury to decide,and
they, therefore, were necessarily obliged
to bring in a verdict of guilty against
ench and all of you. The procession—
the subject matter of the indictment
against you-—formed in the town of
Newtownards® under  circumstances
which included almost’a violation of the
Party Processions Act in every circume
stance which attended it—namely, the
violation' of it by the use of party
ensigns, by having mugic and by play-
ing party tunes—was formed on the.
12th of July, for the ostensible purpose
of petitioning for the abolition of the
very Act of Parliament which those
convening the procession and forming
it were ostentatiously violating. Yon
observed yesterday that several persons,
upon being arraigned, pieaded guilty to
the offence of a violation of the Act of
Parliament. Having done so, they
exhibit their regret by that fact as well
as by the counsel who defended' them,
who stated their regret at having
violated it. The same course might
have been open to you. You preferred:
not to adopt it. It was quite your.right
to follow the comrse you have.adopted,
if it concurred with your own views and
your consciences ; but at the same time
you have taken away from the Crown
—who in this case did ot call upon
the court for the inflicting of any sen.
tence of punishment--the grounds upon
which they might have made such
application to the Court, and you have
taken from the grounds .on which I
could comply with-it, because there had:
been no expressions’ of regret for the
offence which had already been coms
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mitted. I am therefore obliged in this
case to take a different course from the
others, and accordingly the sentence of
the court upon you, William Johnston,
is that you be imprisoned for the period
of one calendar month, and that at the
expiration of that period you enter into
security, yourself in £500, and two
sureties' in  £250 each, to be of good

Dehaviour for the period of two years,

and, in default of doing so, that you be
imprisoned for a further period of one
month, The sentence upon you, Wil-

Swearing.
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liam' M'Whimney and Thomns Keat-
inge, is that you also be imprisoned for
the period of one calendar month, and,
at the expiration of that period, that
cach of you do. enter into security,
yourselves in £50 cach, and' two sures
ties in £25, to be of good behaviour for
u period of two years, or, in default, &
further month’s imprisonment.

‘The prisoners~were then removed by
an underground-vaulted passage leading
from the door to the interior of the jail,
and which is of considerable length.

SWEARING.

Cats are said to.curse and swear.
If they did, the poor beasts are no
models for men. But cats are slan-
dered — MEN are the only animals who
curse end. swear. The august name
most commonly profaned is their
Lord and Maker’s, and the evil one
most frequently adjured is thewr
worst enemy, the devil’s,

A quaint old porter,.in oune of the
London meat-markets, gently pro-
tests against a fellow-porter’s oath,
by the expostulation: * Nay, Joe,
don’t blacken thy tongue, lad. Why
should’st thou make black what God
has made white?’’ The black tongue
the familiar sign of diseased meat,
has more than once condemned the
swearer, ‘like a pufrid carcass out
of his own mouth,

“ Why do you swear, my friend #’?
I once asked a soldier who was curs-
ing his' children.”

“T mean-nothing;’’ daid he.

‘ Perhaps not, but your swearing
means gratuitous perjury, because
perjury is swearing what you don’t
mean.’’ '

“1 intend no perjury, sir.”

¢“Then you do intend what God
equally forbids—taking his name in
vain {77 o .

“ No sir,. don’t mean that either,
1 don’t mean anything.”

s

“8o0 you said beforc; but you
know a jury tries 2 man not for what
he intended, but for what he did.”’

“I meant no perjury to the com-
plainant,’”’ pleadd a libeller, on his
trial. .

““¢*You are not convicted of what
you did not mean, but of what you
said,” says the judge. ¢God, the
Judge of all, saith so too.” ‘By thy
words thou shalt be justified, by thy
words thou shalt be condemned.” If
God or Satan took some men at their
word, what wculd become of them.”

*“But, sir,”” rejoined the soldier,
‘““ our young 'uns don’t think I'm in
carnest till I swears at ’em.”

““ Worse and worse. Are you not
ashamed to own %o have trained
them so meanly and immorally, that
they won’t believe you till, so to
speak, you are put on your oath?
Really, my friend, your word must’
be like a bad bill, with a worse en-
dorgsement, which only effects its
credit by insuring its being dishon-
ored. Think over this again.”

¢Indeed I will, sir; I never saw
it that way before.”

‘- Blespheming, my friend, is no
vernacular of good faith, whether
with God or man. The more you
swear—which, on your own show-
ing, is the utterance of forged oaths
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© the less you will be tmstbd if, on
uo other account, than you can’t
tenst your own statement thhour,
the vicious guarante.” -

I close, by entreating all swearers
to mark their debasmg habits in the
several aspects in which it is ta be
deprecated. Its vulgerity, the lowest
scamp being your match at the wea-
pon; its slupzdzt Y, vyhrch mistakes
for emphasis the ~gretched slang
which foils your. impression ; its ¢n-
dolence, slouching itself in the thread-
bare verbal slops of profligates,
rogues, and vagabonds, instead of
taking the pains to clothe yourideas

< =
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in your own terms, meashred and
fitted to the occasion ; its uncharily;
which~wantonly asgaults'the scruples
of mere couscientious neighbours:;
its bad example, prompting others to..
join in the same abominable:sins: i
Jearful pertl, ¢ for curses, like chlc}(-
cns, always come home to roosti
And ﬁnally above all,sits mrtu%
sacrilege, in usmg‘ Divine names an
things for the service of the devil,
as Belthazar drank out of the sacred-
vessels of the temple, and its thank:
less violation of thg Saviour's absc’
lute prohibition, * Siwear not at all. »
—RCU J. B. Cweni.

The. Oration.

QraFioN.—The oration lately deliv-
ered-in St. Mary’s Ghapel, Halifax, by
the'Rt. Rev. Dt..Ghnnolly, on the Iute
feaiful and lamentei%dccurrence which
took place in Otfawsr will (D. V1)
receive our attention'dn the next issue
of #'The Rose of Sharon.,” Thesermon,
iy point of ability, s characteristic ofthe.
Jedrned Prelate who delivered it. “There
arg @ feiwv, poifts it it to which we will
beg Teave- to take .exception; and we
eannot biit regret that they were deliv:
éred by thie distingpished Doctor on-the

solemn- oceagion rg}jarrgd to, as they are
calrulated only 1o -effect evil -in the
ninds -of the Irish peasantry, who by

their own benefit,s well as of other
portions of Her Riaje sty’s suhjeets
the Dommxon and, Dmpn'e. '

i\

o The Grana Plotestant Asso-
ciation of Loyal Otarigeneén of Ame:
rica, Prince of Orange Lodge, No:.
389, working ufidér ‘the Duke of
York, Dist. LWerpool an ieets.
the secord and fourth I‘rxdays of "
each month, ot Mxhtaxy HAll, 193,
Bowery, N. ¥. Orangemen from\
the British Enipire with certificates,!*

ate cordially invited to vigitus.—*

John &. Norman, W.M., 287 -Sikth "
Street 3 John Réid. D‘M 13 Jack«'

such teaching are isposed to ‘be disat- son St Francis McKendréy‘, Sec,,-

fected ta the institutions of their coun 291 W, i8th 8.3 Thomas Gnldmg,_,

fry, whxch metxmtxons ax‘e desxrrned ior Preas. ' "‘_f 4 e a
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