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“3 tave Hiwaps Thought

of Ohristmas time as a good time; a kind,

weem by one consent t0 open their hearts
freely; and so I say, ‘God Bless Christmas.”
—Charles Dickens.

Christmas Gifts

Christmas gifts for thee,
Fair and free!

Precious things from the heavenly store,
Filling thy casket more and more;
Golden love in divinest chain,
That never can de untwined again,
Silvery carols of joy that swell
Bweetest of all in the heart's lone cell,
Pearls of peace that we sought for thee
In the terrible depths of a flery sea,
Diamond promises sparkling' bright,
Flashing in farthest-reaching light.

Christmas gifts for thee,
Grand and free!
Christmas gifts from the King of love,
Brought to thee from His home above;
Brought to thee in the far-off land,
Brought to thee by His own dear hand.
Promises held by Christ for thee,—
Peace as a river flowing free,
Joy that in His own joy must live,
And love that Infinite Love can give.
Surely thy heart of hearts uplifts
Carols of praise for such Ohristmas gifts.
—Frances Ridley Havergal.

December! trom decem the tenth month
of the Roman year; the Saxons called it
“winter-month” from the intensity of the
cold, or “holy month " on account of the
nativity of Christ.—Loaring.

Perhaps because I am English born and
the first recollections of Christmas that
recur to me are tinged with customs that
prevailed in the Old Land a ger~ration
ago, 1 love to read Dickens at ali (imes,
and especially when the festive season
approaches, The jollity that he depicts
in his immortal Christmas stories, hold-
ing all the household in happy merriment
and carefree unity for at least one glad
day, occuples an imperishable place in
the memories of my early childhood, and
even now I feel the joyous thrill of the
little child on whose awakening sense
some of the lessons of the Christmas
story are being borne by the wholesome
fellowships attendant to the home-coming
of all the family for the re-union of the
happy day.

My parents before me, and their par-
ents before them, for I don't know how
many generations of Englishmen, brought
to the Christmas festivities a spirit of
good. ip that in some
degree the words of Dickens, whose writ-
ings not only helped to make a better
Christmas, but breathed the spirit of the
season as it existed in many home-circles
in the England of his day. And though
the manner of celebrating the holiday
may have somewhat changed since
Dickens lived and wrote, its essential
spirit 1s the same whether in England
or in Canada, and what he thought of
Christmas we should all still try to ac-
tually make it. And so the thinking
ghall find expression in outward actions
that prove the Inner kindness of our
hearts and the open generpsity of our
hands.

If there is one danger that threatens
the Christmas of to-day it is that young
people shall think of it as a time for
getting rather than for giving. Of course
one implies the other, for there can be
no giving on my part without getting
on the part of somebody else; but the
idea of getting should never afford so
much pleasure as that of the giving.
For once in the year, at least, we should
all prove the truth of the old-time
maxim, “It is better to give than to re-
celve”

True glving does not necessarily imply
the passing of money or even of such
commodities as money can buy. There
are gifts that are more precious than

gold, and in the exchange of these none
need be denied both place and privilege,
They are not confined to the few mnor
limited as to sphere of influence, but
relate alike to the public as well as the
private intercourse of man with man,
and come within the scope of every rela-
tionship of life, The near approach of
the Christmas-time instinctively prompts
us to look within and make inventory
of the motives that prompt us in our
dealings with one another. And such
introspection Is wholesome for us all, for
in the rush and hurry of the months we
are all apt to become selfish and to grow
out of real kindly sympathy with those
about us.

Especialty true is this of the limited
circle of home. Here most of all, the
kindly disposition should ever be in evi-
dence; but in actual fact, in too many
cases, it 1s least regularly shown. The
old English idea of making Christmas
emphafically a home day is one that
ought never to be relinquished or super-
seded. In the family circle, therefore,
let men and women and little children
with one consent open their hearts freely
toward one another and fill the Day
made sacred by Heaven's Best Gift to
earth, with the same Divine spirit that
prompted the Heavenly Father to be-
stow it on His undeserving children. So,
with Dickens, let us say, “God bless
Christmas!” in our homes. And we shall
enjoy it all the better there, if we re-
member the homes of the poor where all
too little of earthly comforts are found.
In every community there are such.
Thank God that in Canada the numbers
are not as relatively numerous as in
many another land, and yet even among
us there are those who without the
friendly and generous gifts of their more
favored neighbors, will know but little
of real good cheer on Christmas Day.
Seek these out, minister to their need, in-
crease your own happiness by dividing it
with them, and prove the joy that comes
when you spell it thus: J: Jesus first,
0: Others next, ¥: Yourself last of all.
I know no better way to have a right
Merry Christmas than this suggests.
Such I hope to have myself and wish it
with all my heart for my readers, every
one. So say we all again with good old
Charles Dickens, “ God.Bless Christmas.”
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The Closing Year

With this issue we close the year,
During the past twelve months we have
tried In these columns to assist our
young people realize as far as possible
the purpose of thelr organizations. We
have tried to convince them at-all times
that the highest good in their socletles is
practicable only as they personally
achleve the highest character. Character

is both a condition and prophecy of
accepiuble service in our Master's King-
dom. The Pledge is, therefore, of vital
fmportance, and its principles should be

ever held forth to our youth as embody-
ing the New Testament standard of liv-
ing. Your League, Circle, Club, Brother-
hood, or whatever its local designation
may be, can accomplish permanent good
only as it helps to fashion Christlan
character according to the standard of
the Pledge. Close the year by giving it
a high place among you

From varlous sources we have recelved
aopreclative words relative to the In
fluence of our pages in helping form a
high type of young Christlan man and
woman. For this we are thankful. Our
Tife Talks with Younz Men have been
held in high regard. Written by a voung
man for.his fellows, they have helped
many, The writer of them all is Mr. Will
Vaughan, of Woodgreen Church. Toronto.
and we are sure our readers will be glad
fo hear from him again from time to
time. The articles that have appeared
monthly in our World-Wide Young Meth
odism series have stimulated very many.
not only to high Wving, but to united
action in organized work for the Master.
For this serles we are most Indebted to
our friend and brother, Rev. W. B. Fitz-
Gerald, General Secretary of the Wesley
Guild, in British Wesleyan Methodism,
for it was at his suggestion in the first
instance that the plan took shape at the
Ecumenical Council held in Toronto in
October, 1911. Not the least, even though
it be the last of this series, is the article
from an old-time Leaguer and present-
day Leader, Newton Rowell, Q.C,, whose
clarfon call for the banishment of the
bar should be answered promptly by
every true citizen throughout Ontario
Mr. Rowell both learned and served in
the Epworth League ranks of twenty and
more years ago. To him the Epworth
League owes much, and whether for Mis
slonary expansion or Temperance Re-
form, the Epworth League may well fol
low his lead. We commend his article
in this number, and his leadership in
the present fight against the licensed
liquor bar, allke to the attention and
approval of all our young men and
women, for we belleve both of equal
force. It would be well if every League
and other Young People's Soclety in
Canadian Methodism would close up the
year by more strongly than ever swear-
ing allegiance to both great enterprises—
the universal extension of the Gospel.
and the extinction of the legalized sale of
intoxicants. Determine to make your
soclety a power for the spread of the
principles of purity at home as well as o\
the spirit of peace abroad. Round out
the year with no uncertain pronounce-
ment on these vital subjects.

We rejoice with our young friends who
have the true student aim before them
and who want to make their Leagues
stand for an intelligent appreciation of
the wondrous beautles of the Bible.
Hence we are glad that the Weekly
Topics as treated in our pages have
infinitely more friends than critics
Some have wished the topics were a bit
ecasier sometimes; but, Leaguers, you
don't want to be babes intellectually all
vour lives surely. We want you to think
as well as say prayers. We want your

League to help you ocxpress your
thoughts when you have intellectually
digested them. We want your thinking
to centre in the Bible and the great body
of good literature that has found fts in-
spiration in the Book of books. We
want your programmes to contain some
thing of real value, such as wiil abide
with you and make you strong within
as well as vallant in the fight for God
and righteousness in your land. Give
time, though?, preparation, and prayer to
your topies, and they will afford you
lasting gocd. We commend to you the
last two toples of the current year espe-
clally. If you apply yourselves to the
attalnment of the highest good person-
ally, study the art of making others
happy, and retrospecting the year, learn
its lessons well, you will surely close
1912 wisely and enter upon 1913 with
splendid prospects.

We are conscious that our pages have
not been all they should have been for
our young friends during the year. But
the Editor has no apology to make. He
has tried to do his best, and for the com-
ing year has but the same assurance to
glve, he will continue to do his best for
them. And, like his many readers, he
hopes that the best in 1913 will be vastly
better than the best of 1912, both in
himself and in them. Will you join with
him in thanking God for any measure
of good that may have accrued from the
past, and in praying that the future may
be more fraught with blessing of every
kind? 1If so, there is a bright prospect
ahead of us, and the coming year will
be brighter, happier, holier, and more
useful than the closing one. In this spirit
we most cordially thank all who have
in any way contributed to our paper
during the past, and solicit from all our
friends their continued sympathy and

support in the future,
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in every part of Canadian Methodism once
a year, tends to strengthen our connexion-
alism and develop loyalty in all hearts.
Rally day emphasizes the one-ness of our
Surday School work whether conducted
in some large city church or in a tiny
hamlet far removed from all busy centres.
The very thought of this unity of aim and
purpose, of plan and programme, I8 up-
lifting. From many letters received since
September 20th, it is evident that many
hearts were cheered on that day by the
growing interest in and concern for the
Sunday Scnool on the part of the people
generally, and the inspiriting thought
that the Sunday School as a Nation
Builder is becoming more and more. in
fluential.

Much interest was manifested in hun-
dreds of places in the platform decoration
for Rally Day, and the suggestions of the
programme were developed and improved
in many places. Some excellent photo-
graphs of platforms have been sent in.
Of these we use two in this number, Look
them up and see if they are not most
creditable. Surely they show what loving
hands can do to make the house attrac-
tive and the platform a place of beauty.
We cannot praise too highly our friends
at Halleybury and Port Carling and all
others who worked like them, and strong-
ly commend their examples to others who
seemingly thought the time too precious
or the labor too hard to do much in the
way of platform or school decoration.
Many have reached the point, others are
fast approaching it, and sooner or later
all will attain it, that nothing is too good
for the Sunday School, whether it be time,
thought, labor, prayer, or money. When
that glad day comes there will be better
equipment for SBunday School work, more
exalted standards of Sunday School excel-
lence, a deeper devotion to Sunday School
service, a more wide-spread concern for
Sunday School success, and In every way
the influence of the Word of God on the
lives of all the people will be more power-
ful for the construction of godly charae-
ter in both individual and nation. Do

PORT CARLING CHURCH AS ARRANGED FOR RALLY DAY SERVICES,

Sunday School Rally Day

From all quarters most encouraging re-
ports have been coming to hand regard-
ing the 1912 Rally Day in our Sunday
Schools. The service, “Building a Nation
for God,” was generally used and as far
as the Bditor knows gave good satisfac-
tion. Of course no printed programme
may be expected to please everybody, nor
to be appropriate in all detalls to all
schools; but with some little adaptation
our Rally Day Order of Service may be
made of use by the vast majority of our
people. Certainly, the service of this
year was most favorably commented on by
very many. The unity of spirit engen-
dered and promoted by such a Rrogramme

not begrudge anything you can either do
or give in order that the Sunday School
may realize in actual practice the high
ideals that are imbedded in its very heart,
inbreathed by the Spirit of God and prac-
ticable only under the Leadership of the
Great Master. Let all the Church unite
in accomplishing the Divine Teacher's
royal mandate, “Go ye therefore . . . .
teaching them to observe all things what-
soever 1 have commanded you;" and let
every heart be cheered by the assurance
which is coupled therewith, “Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen."

""BHOW THIS PAPER TO YOUR
FRIENDS,
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Life Talks With Young Men

BY ONE OF THEMSELVES i

you I find myself wishing it could

be a personal one; that I could
see you face to face; that I knew some of
your troubles and some of your needs.
1 feel a certain responsibility resting
upon me to give you something helpful
in this the last talk of the year.

The world's need is the sum lotal of
the individual need. The need of the
world to-day is Christ and His spirit,
Your particular need may be one thing,
your neighbor's another, and mine still
another, yet in Christ and His teachings
all these various needs may be satisfied.
He 1 broad enough and deep enough for
every need, and so it seems to be most
natural that at this season of the year,

AS I sit down to write this talk with

nis life not because he fears the punish-
ment of a hereafter, but because he finds
the prosent life hollow and empty. Most
men like to do things and at heart they
like to do good thirgs. They lack in-
spiration, they lack ability, and so drift
along in the line of least resistance. 1
have often thought if the religion of
Christ could be impressed upon them as
something in which there was scope for
doing thngs, things worth while, they
would the more readily embrace it. The
trouble is they regard it as something
surrounded by restraints rather than as
a deld of free, joyous action,

The religion of Christ is pre-eminently
that of the young man. It is strong,
robust, virile, It is active, and best of

ERA. 267

is the essence of Christianity. That is
the Christ spirit. That 18 what I am
urging.

“ 8o many gods, 80 many creeds,
S0 many paths that wind and wind,
When just the art of being kind
Is all this sad world needs.”

The religion of love and sympathy!
That's it. Let your thought dwell upon
it. Try to think what it would mean
What would it mean to have your life
permeated by it? Whal a wonderful
scope there is for the operation of such
a religion. Look around and see how
much of the world’s sorrows and woes
are caused by the opposite to it. Then
think how much could be accomplished
by its adoption. I am not going to
preach. Just think it out for yoursel

Did you ever think what a wonderful
change would take place if we just hung
up where we could see it every morning
these five words, “ Love thy neighbor as
thyself,” and then go out and do it? Did

HOW THEY IMPROVED ON THE SUGC

as we approach the Christmastide our
talk should centre around the Christ
born centuries ago in Bethlehem,

I have always enjoyed Christmas ser
mons. Those which have appealed to me
most have been those which have dealt
with the extent to which Christ and His
teachings have permeated the various
phases of our life. I have enjoyed listen-
ing to the place Christ has in our art,
our literature, our history, our constitu-
tion, our homes, and in our schools and
churches. But I like best of all to think
of the influence of His life and teachings
on men in the throbbing, strenuous life
of our modern civilization and particu-
larly on the life of our young men.

If I were to ask you the question, “ Do
men need Christ?’ *“Does a youug man
need Him and His teachings?” you
would no doubt answer that assuredly he
does,

I live among men, many of them young
men; careless, happy-go-lucky fellows ap-
parently; many of them breaking the
laws of God and man; but there are
those among them that I love. I have
repeatedly found that when you engage
them in quiet conversation, under the
careless exterior, there is heart hunger,
there are longings. They are wondering,
and doubting, and stumbling. They
realize they have not secured the best in
life. They lack something, they know
not what. They are feeling for an
anchorage and have not found it. Yes, the
young man needs Christ's religion.

But you cannot frighten him into the
kingdom of God. He is dissatisfied with

ONS OF THE PROGRAMME FOR RALLY

all it is altruistic. There is nothing
selfish about it. It is the religion of do-
ing, not for ourselves but for others. It
teaches that development comes as we do
for others, That is the spirit of Christ.
That is the spirit which will be so mani-
fest during the next few weeks. But
what I want to impress is, that this is
the spirit that should permeate our lives
every day, the spirit of the Christ who
went around doing good.

1 have sometimes thought that the
greatest thing in Christ’'s religion was
not so much personal salvation as the
fact that it linked mankind to Him and
opened up a field of action; an oppor-
tunity of doing something; that it gave
man not only salvation but it gave him
the spirit of Christ, and the more we
think of it the more we realize how essen-
tial that spirit is.

Morality is not sufficient. Morality 1s
respectable, but it lacks sympathy. The
law that punishes is moral. The court is
moral; but the social worker, the Salva-
tion Army officer that takes the criminal
and cherighes and protects, that is Christ-
like. Morality is cold. Christ's religion
is warm, throbbing, pulsating with love
and sympathy. That is why it has lived
and will continue to live.

As I move amongst people, and amongst
men particularly, I find that the most
likeable and the most lovable among
them, the men that count for most and
are getting the most out of life are those
who are filled with sympathy; whose
hearts go out to their fellow-men and do
something for them. That, to my mind,

DAY DECORATIONS AT HAILEYBURY

you ever try it? That's the spirit of
Christ, i

What would it mean? It would mean
a good deal to your neighbor. It would
mean a good deal more to yow. I had
thought that sometime we might have
a chat on the Golden Rule in business.
But that is wider. That's the Golden
Rule everywhere.

Love your neighbor. Then you won't
injure him by word or thought or deed.
You won't slander him. You won't with-
hold from him the right to live honestly
and decently. You won't exploit his
labor for your own selfish ends. You
won't covet his good fortune. Neither
will you compass or delight in his down-
fall. You won't see his child starve.
You won’t counteuance, without protest
and final abolition, evils that may ruin
his boy and girl. You won't by your vote
put a saloon on the corner to tempt him.
You won't grow rich at the expense of his
poverty. Think it over, and add to the
list yourself.

Men! Can't you see where it would
lead you? Right up to the firing-line. It
would put you in a man's place. There
is not a relationship in life that would
not be affected. It is what the world
needs. It is what you need. There is
nothing better, nothing bigger. Let's be
big men. And now I am through. “Love
thy neighbor as thyself.” 'This is the
essence of Christianity. And then you
shall commemorate worthily, by your life,
not one day in the year, but every day,
the birth of the Christ.




B - P SN NEIR SR S

it
A0

268

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

December, 1912—4

World-Wide Young Methodism

XII. Young Methodism and World Conquest

N this scientific age, when all things
I are being put to the test, in this
materfalistic age, when the minds of
so many are blinded by the material
things of life, the Gospel of a present and
conscious salvation, and a ministry and
membership that bear testimony to these
great facts of experience, and in their
lives manifest the fruits of the Spirit, are
the urgent needs of the Church both at
home and abroad.

A new vision has undoubtedly come to
the Churches in these later years; a new
vision of the world's need; a new vision
of the immediate urgency of this need; a
new vision of the essential unity of all
the branches of Christ's Church; a new
vision of the desirability and practic-
ability of co-operation and unity in world-
wide evangelization; a new vision of a
task not impossible or impracticable, but,
by the grace of God, now both possible
and practicable, If to-day Methodism is
true to the spirit and vision of its
founders, 8¢ will fling herself more fully
than ever with whole-hearted abandon
into this great work of “ world-conquest.”
iet the youth of Methodism catch this
spirit, let it fire their hearts, let a con-
sciousness of their opportunity and re-
sponsibility inspire their lives. Men and
women are made by responsibilities loy-
ally and courageously undertaken; weak-
lings and cowards by responsibilities
shirked; so in organizations and institu-
tions, Nothing will so develop the
strength and virility of young Methodism
at home as the inspiration of the great
task of world conquest loyally under-
taken and energetically pursued. Let the
task be undertaken in co-operation with
other Churches; let our plans be ade-
quate to meet the present world oppor-
tunity; let us bring to bear our best in-
telligence and the highest business capa-
city in executing these plans; let our
pifts be commensurate with the world's
needs,

We have our Missionary organizations
within the Church. Let us not lose sight
of the fact that the Church itself is a
missionary organization, upon every
member of which rests the responsibility
for extending Christ's Kingdom. We
may shirk it, but we cannot escape it.
Let us endeavor to secure:—

1. A Missionary Committee in every
church to work with the pastor in enlist-
ing the entire membership in sympathy,
in prayer, and in practical effort for
world conquest.

2. A period of incisive missionary edu-
cation in each church every year.

1. The adoption of the weekly basis for
missionary offerings, instead of an annual
or occasional collection.

4. An organized and complete personal
anvass of every member of the church
and congregation once each year by
groups of members.

These practical methods, which have
been so strongly emphasized by the Lay-

men's Missionary Movement in North
America, have, wherever intelligently
and sympathetically adopted, greatly

quickened missionary interest, awakened
missionary enthusiasm, developed the
missionary spirit, increased missionary
contributions.

Let all our work be begun, undertaken
and finished in the spirit of prayer; let
us labor with whole-hearted consecration
to Him, Who is our Head, even Christ.
Let us go forth “into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature,”
knowing that in this path of obedience
we have His assurance, “lo, I am with
you alway."”

N. W. ROWELL, K.C,, L:[.P.P.

Ml. ROWELL is one of the fore-
f Canadian Meth-

odism. He

associated with the growth of
Yo People's work, and was

the mover of the historic resolution

'h:rby ‘\.hul General Conference, l:

to every Christian patriot as pre-
eminently for his country’'s good.

NEWTON W. ROWELL.

Methodism is essentially missionary in
its spirit and outlook. As a Church, it
grew out of the marvellously successful
home mission work of John Wesley and
his co-laborers among the masses of Eng-
land, but it could not stop there. The
men who had experienced the new birth,
and rejolced in a consclousness of sins
forgiven, could not but sing:—

“Oh, that the world might taste and see
The riches of His grace,

The arms of love that compass me,
Would all mankind embrace.”

John Wesley had a vision of the world's
need, and defined for all time the field of
operations of the Methodist Church when
he declared “the world is my parish.”
Cooke caught the vislon and became
“The Foreign Minister of Methodism.”
The Methodist Episcopal Church was or-
ganized at the memorable Christmas con-
ference held in the City of Baltimore,
US.A, in 1784, To this conference came
Willlam Black, & layman, from the east-
ern part of Canada, to ask the conference
to send missionaries to minister to the
scattered groups of Methodists which he,
as a layman, had gathered together in
Nova Scotia. Black’s missionary appeal
so aroused and inspired the enthusiastic
soul of Dr. Cooke that he went forth from
the conference as the Missionary Apostle
of Methodism to arouse the Methodism
of both continents to the responsibility
for world-wide evangelization. He found-
ed the Methodist missions in Wales, Ire-
land, the West Indles, Africa and Asia.
It has been sald of him that he repre-
sented “in his own pergon down to his
death the whole missionary operations of
Methodism as their officer and almost sole
director, lavishing upon them his vast

fortune, He gave more money to religion
than any other Methodist, if not any other
Protestant, of his time” We have all
read of the death of the aged veteran at
sea while on his way as a missionary him-
self to the East, and of how the great
heart which embraced all humanity in
love and sympathy, found a fitting rest-
ing place on the bosom of the mighty
ocean. To-day there is no continent, and
scarce an island of the sea, which has not
been blessed through the agency of the
Methodist Churches and Missionary or-
ganizations which he helped found.
While the various branches of Method-
ism throughout the world have done
much toward the work of world conquest,
while the other Christian Churches have
also done much, by far the larger part of
the world parish is still unoccupied. It
has been truly stated that “two out of
three people in the world live in
non-Christian nations; two out of three
people in these non-Christian nations are
beyond the reach of the present combined
y ies of Chr and
in spite of these appaling needs, about
two out of three of the church members
of North America are contributing no-
thing towards the aggressive missionary
work of the Church at home and abroad.”

Special Notices

Just as we are going to press a personal
letter comes to hand from Rev. W. B.
FitzGerald, General Secretary of the Wes-
ley Guild of British Wesleyan Methodism,
informing us of the good prospect he has
for supplying our readers with an article
for our January issue from the pen of that
eminent British scholar, the Rev. James
Hope Moulton, M.A,, D.Litt, D.D., of
Didsbury College. This will be welcome
intelligence to our readers, and we hope
to be able to assure them next month
that arrangements have been perfected
whereby these Messages to World-wide
Young Methodism shall be econtinued
through 1913. Thus, the larger fellow-
ship of the Methodist host all round
the glode may be Increased and intensi-
fied.

We shall also present in the January
number a special setting of Scenes pre-
pared in the form of an extended dialogue
for a number of persons, describing the
story of Queen Esther. This was all
ready for this issue, but the pressure of
other and timely articles prevented our
glving it the prominience It merits;
hence its withdrawal until January. Look
out for it; it will make a very fine Liter-
ary and Social Evening for your League,
and with care and attention will be ex-
ceedingly popular and instructive.

A number of other splendid articles to-
gether with reports of District Conven-
tions are necessarily held over until
January. This month’s issue will be
found both seasonable and attractive we
hope; but rest assured that the first
number of 1913 will be unsurpassed by
any of its predecessors. Give the Era
the place it deserves in your home and
League, and make sure that your sub-
seription list for 1913 is early and fully
renewed.

Bow thy head and pray
That while thy brother starves to-day
Thou mayest not eat thy dread at ease;
Pray that no health or wealth or peace
May hold thy soul while the world lies
Suffering, and claims thy sacrifice.
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What Shall We Give to Jesus?

A Theme for Christmastide
Read Matt, 2: 11,

AMOS SHEPHERD.

more beautiful than this of the

three strangers, star-guided a-
cross the desert” (Kelnan). It con-
tains many lessons Let us take it
as it suggests to us how loving hearts
may lay their gifts at the feet of
Jesus, Christmas is a time of gifts be-
tween man and man. But every Chris-
tian desires also to make a Christmas
gift to Christ Himself. Our principle
should be

T!lth" is no story in all the world

1. THE BEST WE HAVE FOR JESUS

The “wise men " gave each the most
preclous product of his own land accord-
ing to tradition the gold was from India,
the frankincense from Persia, the myrrh
from Arabia. So true adoration gives its
costliest possession to the Saviour. Mary
pours out her precious spikenard on His
head: the widow casts into the treasury
all her living. Who would place a faded
flower on a mother's grave? What real
Christian would give Christ anything less
than his best ? We should not wait till
our strength is gone, but offer Him the
golden time of our youth; the noblest
building, the sweetest song, the deepest
reverence should mark His worship; the
keenest attention, the greatest care, our
highest skill should be used in His work;
His cause should have precedence in our
use of money; in one supreme gift, like
the martyrs who gladly died for Him, or
moment by moment in faithful service,
our life must be consecrated to Him to
our last breath, Our gifts, whether of
talents, or time, or money, cannot be all
equal. But one impulse fills every heart
that really loves Christ—to give Him the
highest and the best that is possible

A minister pleaded the cause of missions
is a true story—to & rich congregation,
but the response was fechble. A poor little
girl sat with one foot dangling above the
floor, the other gone, lost through an acci-
dent. By her side was a pair of crutches
her by frier She sald, 1 wish I
something, but I have not even
A strange thought came $
o Tought againat 1t but she won the battle
When the plate came to her, with childlike
simplicity she picked up her crutc with-
out which she could hardly move, and trem
blingly put them on the pla They were
borne: up. the aisle, and & great emotion
swept through the church. Maggle giving up
her crutchea! Then some one sa 1
giv £10 for crutches,
back peaple atated thnt
the plates e round ngain, and this
time they carried back something like 2160
esus 18 worthy of the thing you think you
cannot get along without—8. D. Gordon

1. THERE ARE SOME PRECIOUS THINGS EVERY
ONE CAN GIVE TO JESUS.

The gifts of the wise men are symboli-
cal of treasures which are in the posses-
sion of even the poorest.

(1) Gold symbolizes love.

Fitter symbol who could see

Of the love which, thrice refined,
Love to God and to our kind,
Duly tendered, He will call
Choicest sacrifice of all.

Love, even if it be the only offering
possible, is more precious to God than the
most ample oblations destitute of love.

Richer by far is the heart's adoration,
Dearer to God are the prayers of the
poor,

Love to Christ we may all offer. The
old legend says that these wise men were
three kings. Well, in every heart dwell
three kings—the intellect, the affections,
the will. Let these kings bow before
Jesus with thelr gifts. Let the intellect
take Jesus as the Truth, the affections

celve Him as Friend, the will own Him
as Lord and Master! It has been said
that the chief characteristic of C. H
Spurgeon was his personal affection for
Christ. Every heart can say:

Take my iove: my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

(2) Frankincense is the symbol of praise,

This perfume was used in sacrifices to
give them fragrance. Even so with the
sacrifice of prayer must we mingle the
incense of praise, which is an odor of
sweet smell to our Lord. When we con
template the benefits we have received
from God, and think of the calamities
from which He has delivered us, the
thankful heart should be touched to
praise Him. But it is when we call to
mind His love in becoming man that He
might die for our redemption, that praise
soars to its highest note.

THE VISIT OF

G H. Spurgeon was once preaching to his
vast congregation from
brought home Iw l\n \||IH| llh’ ll e

Redeemer, @ t of feeling surged
through the “\Innu of his hearers. He pause
a moment, and then, repeating the word
“To Him be glory and dominion for ever @
ver," he sald, “Let all who desire to g
Christ the glory due to Him ri and say,
Amen.” Without any hesitation a great
multitude -pmnu to their fe and, like the
volee of aters, a lnlp.h ry went up
10 heaven, “Amen and Amen

The prayers of the saints are sald to
be “golden vials full of odors,” (Rev, 5:
8). One of the odors is the perfume
which an angel mingles with the prayers
from a golden censer—the incense of
Christ's merit. But there is yet another
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odor; it is the fragrance of praise that
rises mixed with prayer from grateful
hearts.

Immortal praises must be paid,
Instead of scandal and of scorn;

While glory shines around His head,
And a bright crown without a thorn.

Honor for ever to the Lamb,
Who bore our sin, and curse, and pain;
Let angels bless His sacred name,
And every creature say, Amen!

(3) Myrrh is the symbol of penitence.

It is bitter, and is emblematic of sor-
row for sin. “The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite
heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.”
(Ps. 11, 17)

» poot Moore tells how one of the fallen
L 1 of rdise longing
he ang: who kept the
LIH most dear to
adly should
Feturned to earth and
a drop of his life-blood shed by
one \\h‘v wM 1 for his cc But for
this the cry 4
holler gift must be brought
with the last sigh of pure
love breathed by a dying maiden: but in
vain. INext she presented at the gate the

tear of a man who wept In penitence for his

sin: and at once her task was done, the gates
were opened wide, This was the gift wel-
come to God

THE MAGI.

Such a sacrifice each may offer, sure
that it will be acceptable. “O sinner, you
have something in your power,” once sald
Rabbi Duncan, “which no saint has. Re-
pent, repent, and you will make all
heaven /ing for joy.”

Love, praise, penitence are the gifts we
may MtiIng to Christ. We need make no
pilgrimage to lay them at His feet. He
is ever present, close at hand, and ready
to receive the homage of our loving
hearts.

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the
Lord,
~—In Ezperience.




Christmas

J.

HAT does the average Caradian
W mean when he speaks df the
“0Old Land " ? 1 can understand

those who have childhood recollections of
England using this term in an endearing
sense; but so many Canadians have no
P onal knowled and depend upon the
traditions of their fathers, or grand.
fathers and mothers. The British Isles
for them exist only in the Im of story,
it is a place they liave heard or read
about, and when they see a real, live per
son who has actually come from the Old
Land their surprise is almost as great as

THE EVER-WELCOME VISITOR.

it they had seen a pérson walk out of a
book or a picture.

It is even the same with those who
have come across the Atlantic to this
country. Canada to them, while they
were in England, was a land of promise
and dream, and when they arrive at
Quebec or Montreal and are carried across
miles and miles of cornields and event-
ually walk the streets of Toronto, the
whole thing is like a big dream, from
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in the Old L

LEWIS MILLIGAN.

which they believe they will awake and
find themselves in England once again !

One of my own boys insisted for a long
time that we were not really in Canada
at all, that we were only dreaming. 1
hope this faculty will remain with the
lad, for it is one of the greatest blessings
of life to have an imagination which can
transpose the vicissitudes of this our
earthly life into a dream which endures
but for a brief night, and that joy and
home shall come with the morning !

It is for this purpose that Christmas
comes to us every year. Earth is never
nearer to heaven than
at this season. The air
is peopled with spirits,
fairies are lurking In
corners, peeping
through key-holes, and
Santa Claus is an ap
parition to be expected
at any moment, The
world and even house-
hold affairs take upon
them the semblance of
mystery and miracle
Who doubts Santa
Claus — who wants to
doubt him? That he
can get dowrf a chim
ney with a bag of toys,
or even squeeze himself
through a keyhole, does
not very greatly per-
plex the child-mind; in
deed, that is part of
the charm of his per-
sonality. A Santa Claus
who has to have the
door opened to him like
the coal man is an im-
posgible and uninterest
ing person. We want
a magieal old fellow
who can contract and
expand himself to suit
all conditions and exi
gencies. What is the
good of a Father
Christmas who would
pause at a key-hole or
stick in a stove-pine!

My earlier recollec-
tions of Christmas are
all of this order, and
there is nothing to be
compared with the joy
of waking in the “dark-
ness thin” of the morn-
ing at the vision of a
bulging overloaded
stocking hanging to the
bed-post. What a bag
of mysteries—a book
of revelation! The
expected had come to pass, falth had
removed the mountain; the miracle which
reason and common-sense had proved im-
possible was performed before my eyes!

When we Lad grown into boys and were
permitted to go beyond the street corner
without the guidance of our parents, we
found a more invigorating delight at
Christmas time in carol singing. This
old custom is still kept up, but has lost
gome of its glamour in these days of elec-
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trieity and materiallsm, but
to most of the boys of the
0Old Land carol singing is a
“jolly fine thing” and is
taken up with perhaps more
zest than melody.

I have some pleasant mem-
ories of experiences as
carol singer. The practice
among boys s to begin carol-
ling as early as possible;
some can scarcely wait for
December to come in, and
will make feeble efforts to
awaken the Christmas spirit
in the busy house-wife long
before that lady has bought
tLe fruit for her Lun-oaves
and plum-pudding

The legitimate time for carol-singing
among boys is about a fortnight from
Christmas day, but it never gets into full
swing till the twenty-third of the month.
Then the still air of the suburbs is
smitten with the sound of many voices;
I have known three or four groups of
boys to commence singing within a few
doors from each other; the effect of such
a competition must be heard to be depre-
ciated !

The average boy carol-singer has not a
very extensive stock of carols, and these
are of a very questionable quality; he is
usually very shaky in his knowledge of
the words, and sometimes runs one carol
into another. But he i8 equal to all emer-
gencies, and will valiantly struggle
through a most lamentable rendering, and
finish up in grand style with:—

“God bless the master of this house,
Likewise the missus, too,
And all the little children
Around the table too.
With a pocket full of money and a cellar
full of beer,
We wish you a merry Christmas and a
happy New Year.”

Sometimes the “ master of the house "
will appear wielding a stick; but
such a reception “is only done in a spirit
of fun to startle the boys, and often
enough he will call the boys back and
distribute coppers amongst them. Prac-
tieal jokes have been played npon boys
by giving them hot coppers, with a result
better imagined than described.

On one occasion we had sung our carols
and exhausted our appeals, such as:—

“ Knock at the knocker, ring at the bell,
Please spare a copper for singing that so

well.

If you haven't got a penny a ha'penny
will do.

If you haven't got a ha'penny—God bless
you!"

We had run our tether in these things
when an old lady appeared in response
to a loud rat tat upon the door. She
seemed surprised to find so many boys in
her garden path, and rather sharply en-
quired what we were doing there. One
boy vertured to inform her that we had
been s'nging carols. “Singing what ?"”
she sn'pped, putting her hand to her ear
and stooping to the nearest boy.

“Carols,” said the boy.

“Then you must have been singing
through your hat, for I didn't hear you !"

She advised us to go home to bed, and
we retired as meekly as we could, but
some of the boys passed rude remarks as
they banged the gate behind them.

But such cases were not the rule; we
were often kindly treated and feasted
with coffee and bun-loaf.

Carol singing is not merely a boyish cus-
tom. Some of the church choirs visit the
houses of the members of the church, and
sing from Christmas eve till the dawn of
Christmas day, It is a pity that this
custom has fallen off of late years, for
there is something angelic in the sound of
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the carol-singers by night. 1 used to
think, as I sang among others on those
keen, starry nights, that our voices might
fall upon the ear of some wakeful
sufferer, or some world-weary soul on
sleepless pillows, bringing glad tidings of
joy and comfort and melodious messages
from that spirit-world which is so far re-
moved from our mundane life, and yet is
80 very near, even surrounding us every
common day

This side of Christmas is so dear and
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the tree in a room dimly lit by small lan-
terns. Suddenly a rattling noise is heard
up stairs, and then a thud upon the bed
room floor—* that's him !" he has arrived
down the chimney, and now he is coming
down the stairs with much clamor and
fuss on the part of the two gentlemen
who were deputed to receive him. The
children are in a state of blank amaze
ment during this process, and when they
actually behold a res anta Claus come
into the room their consternation is be.

THE ADORATION OF THE SHEPHERDS,

holds one with such a mystic charm that
one would fain linger over it as over
“youths sweet-scented manuseript,
which, alas! must close.

Canadians are acquainted with many
of the customs which prevail in the Old
Land at Christmastide. The decorating
of the shops, whose windows are packed
with seasonable gifts and comestables.
The children streaming into the grottoes
to receive their parcels at the hands of
Father Christmas. These grottoes are
generally fitted up with various mechani-
cal shows which are a source of wonder
and delight to the children

As for eatablos, @ ristmas fare is
similar to t \ Thanksgiving.
The goose popular vietim.
For one sh ek for twelve
weeks the h 1 secur2 a good
goos: and sul visions to carry
her over the w iday. The turkey
comeg next in popularity, but he is too
rare a bird to be caught by th: woman of
small means, who very often has to be
content with a duck or a chicken. Pro-
vision is made for the very poor, aud for
muny years it has been the custom in
Liverpool to distribute “ Hot-pots”
amongst families who cannot afford an
extra Christmas meal.

The chief feature in the home-life on
Christmas day in England is the “ Party.”
It is usual for a number of families to
meet at one house on Christmas night,
where they have a feast, and perhaps a
small Christmas tree for the children.
Banta Claus is always ready to attend at
such gatherings, provided previous ar-
rangements are made. It is the rule for
this gentleman to arrive on the roof
while the children, hand in hand, encircle

yond words! The old man walks slowly
across the room, greeting everybody with
“ A Merry Christmas ! " and finally seats
himself in a chair by the glowing fire.

The children then dance around the
tree, singing: “Here we go round the
Christmas tree,” after which Santa Claus,
who is generally in a hurry to get off to
another appointment, takes the toys from
the tree and presents them to each child
in its turn, with a shake of the hand and
a word of greeting.

Such occasions are as much amusement
to the elders as to the young ores, and
some merry moments can be spent nego-
tiating with that mysterious Santa, who
is a difficult person to handle. The older
boys are extremely sceptical of the whole
business, and have to be kept from prying
into things, but a stern father can sub-

due these doubts and command the most
faithless child to believe

After the Christmas tree is cleared
away the children go through simple
dances and games, and the older people
retire to another room te talk, joke, sing
or play “forfeit” games, as the whim
leads them, till the small hours of the
morning, when they will gather their
little ones together and disperse with
“Auld Lang Syne

There has been too much drinking as
sociated with the festive season
in England, but with the ad
vance of education ad common
sense, people have come to see
that they need not drug their
brains in order to enjoy each
other's company, and that they
an laugh and sing without los
ing their manliness or manners.

“How wrought I yesterday?”
Small moment how
To question with vain tears,
or bitter moan,
Sinee every word yow wrote up-
on the sands
0f westerday hath hardened
into stonc

“How work to-morrow? Tis
a day unborn,
To scan whose formless fea
tures is not granted.
Ere the new
soul, thou mayest wing
Thy flight beyond to-morrow,
disenchanted

morning dawns,

“ Mow shall I work to-day?" 0,
soul of mine!
To-day stands on her thresh
old, girt to lead

with fear;

take heed! take heed!

It was only a helping hand,
\nd it seemed of little availing,
But its clasp was warm
And it saved from harm
A sister whose strength was failing;
Its touch was tender as angel's wings,
But it rolled the stone from the hidden
springs,
And pointed the way to higher things,
Though it seemed of little availing

A smile, a word, or a touch,
And each is casily given
That one anay win
A soul from sin,
Or smooth the way to Heaven
A smile may lighten the failing heart,
A\ word may soften pain’s keenest smart,
i touch may lead us from sin apart.
How easily each is given

ECRETARIES OF DISTRICT
LEAGUES!

Have you sent in the latest list of your
Officers to the General Secretary ?
out it the records in the Central Office
cannot be either complete or reliable.
You are therefore urgently requested to
supply the information as far as the pre-
sent officiary of your District is concerned.
Please do not take it tor granted that the
General Secretary has your District record.
Send it in, for he might better have it
twice than not at all. Do it now!
N

With-

Thy feet to life immortal; strive

Deep pitfalls strew the way;

.
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MISS EMMA B. GALLOWAY,

¢« WISH 1 knew what to do on Christ-
I mas. 1 mean something out of the
ordinary; something to show that

I appreciate what Christmas really means

me.”

Lilllan Langley closed her book and
looked out of the window.

“They always do such wonderful
things in story books, but it is quite
differeat in real life. Now, in a town
like this, where everyone is in fairly
good circumstances, you couldn't get up
a supper for the poor, for instance.”

“Of course I couldn't; I haven't the
cash,” said Ned,

“Oh, | know, but I meant that anyone
here would be insulted to be offered
charity, or anything like that. What 1
want to know is just this—what can an
ordinary girl with limited means do?"

“You might get supper ready if you
want to do something. I would like to
finish these buttonholes before it gets
dark.”

“ All right, mother.”

As Lillian went out to the kitchen Ned
called after her, “ Say, Lill, you remem-
ber that picture of the angels in the
kitchen washing dishes and baking, don't
you?"

“Yes, Ned, 1 remember.”

“Well, you may find one of them out
there waiting to give you an inspiration
for Christmas.”

“There will be more perspiration than
inspiration out here, I imagine,” thought
Lillian, as she stirred up the fire and
placed the kettle on the stove.

Mrs. Langley watched her daughte: as
she went quietly about her work. She
was very proud of both her children. Her
husband died when they were quite
small, and she had worked hard to keep
the home, and to educate her growing
dear ones. Ned was now almost through
his commercial course, and Lilllan was
in the High School.

Miss Brown, a music teacher from a
distant city, and Mr, Miller, one of the
high rchool teachers, boarded with the
Langleys.

“When I get a position we won't keep
boarde '3, and you can have a rest. You
deserve it, mother,” Ned had often said.
He and Lillian often planned what they
would do for her comfort

Mrs. Langley came into the Kkitchen
just as Lillian lifted a pan of flaky bis-
cuits from the oven.

“Mother, 1 often wonder why I have
no talents. Other girls can play, or sing,
or give 1eadings, and entertain people so
well, but 1 always have to do the ordinary
things.'

“Then why not do them in an extra-
ordinary way. However, you need not

worry, for you have one splendid
talent.”

“Me? What is it, mother?”

In her excitement Lilllan almost

dropped the pan of biscuits,

“You have the talent for helping others
and doing it cheerfully ‘which is quite
as important as any of those you men-
tioned.'

When they were seated at the table
Mr. Milier said: *“Pardon me for being

)

\

\

0,

i)

a

!
Wi
late, Mrs. Langley. We were practising
some Christmas exercises, and I forgot
all about the time."”

“1 dread to think of Christmas this
year. Tt will be my first Christmas away
from home,"” said Miss Brown.

“We will be glad to have you with
us, Miss Brown.”

“Than} ou, Mrs. Langley, you are

TORONTO,

very kin' out you know one cannot help
feeling nely at such times even in a
home ! \e this."

-3 Mr. Mfller and Miss Brown, Lill

“OTHERS "
BY C. D. MEIGS,

Lord, help me live from day to day
In such a self-forgetful way,

That even when I kneel to pray,
My prayer shall be for OTHERS.

Help me in all the work I do
To ever be sincere and true,
And know that all I'd do for you,
Must needs be done for—OTHERS.

Let “ Self " be crucified and slain,
And buried deep; and all in vain
May efforts be to rise again,
Unless to live for—OTHERS.

And when my work on earth is
done,
And my new work in heaven's

May 1 ro;get the crown 1've won,
While thinking still of—OTHERS.

Others, Lord, yes, others,
Let this my motto be,
Help me to live for others,
That 1 may live like Thee.

THE STORY OF IT.

There is a story told of General
Booth, which inspired the above lines.
At one time he desired to send a New
Year's greeting, by telegram and
cablegram, to all Salvation Army
posts in the world, Cablegrams are
expensive and have to be short,
General Booth bolled his message
down to a single word, but he was
great enough to choose the biggest

all  the

wo! onary—
COTHERS "—s0 that was his mes-
sage, and all of it.

This poem can be supplied by the
Book Room in various styles, mounted
or unmounted, at from §1.00 per 100,
to 5, 10, and 30 cents each, post-

pyright, 1907, Meigs Publishing
Co., Indianapolis, Ind. Published here
by permission.

here wants to do something extraordinary
at Christmas this year, something like
the grand old lady in the story books
always does, Can't you help her?” said
Ned.

“What do you want to do, Lillian?”

“1 dew't know yet, Miss Brown. 1
want to do something different this year
to show that I appreciate what Christmas
means.” y

“Do you think you really appréciate
what it means?” queried Mr. Miller,
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“1 do more than I ever did before any-
way.”

“1 don't think any of us fully realize
what it means. Do you, Mr. Miller?”
asked Miss Brown.

“To most people it means a big din-
ner, and the giving and receiving of
gifts; a lot of fuss and worry for a few
hours’ pleasure. Isn't that about all it
means, Mrs. Langley?”

“It may mean that to some, but not to
most people, Mr. Miller.”

“But,” argued Mr. Miller, *do we give
Christmas gifts because we love the peo-
ple or is it only a habit we have ac-
quired? You know if a gift isn't valu-
able, it is not valued.”

“Oh, Mr. Miller, you are a pessimist.
I don’t agree with you at all. Why only
vesterday I was looking over some papers
and I came across a personal greeting
card 1 received two years ago from one of
my school friends. A very inexpensive
little card, and yet I prize it.™

“It i8 the personality behind the gift
that counts; don't you think so, Mrs.
Langley?”

“Yes, a picture postcard from some
people means more than a large gift
from some others. 1 always like those
greeting cards.”

“So do I, Mrs. Langley. There was
one thing I always liked about Alma's
letters; she remembered us all person-
ally. She would have some special
thought or message for each of us. Most
people finish a letter by saying ‘ Love to
all,’ or in some such general way.”

By this time Mr. Miller and Ned were
both laughing.

“1 don’t care if you do laugh at me,
It means a lot more to me when I see
my own name there.”

“1 see you like personal greetings
all right. They have become a great fad
the last three or four years,” said Mr.
Miller.

“That is just what I thought when I
was looking at Alma’s card, but I find I
was mistaken.”

“ May' 1 ask who convinced you of your
error?” queried Mr. Miller.

“You may. It was Luke.”

“Luke? And who is he?

“Why, Dr. Luke, of course; you know
him.”

“Oh, do you mean ‘Dr. Luke of the
Labrador,” Miss Brown?" asked Ned.

“No. I mean Dr. Luke of the Bible,
Ned.”
*“Oh, pshaw! What did Luke know

about personal greetings?”’

“Qur education has been neglected,
Ned. But we don't mind listening to
your little sermon; or was it a dream,
Miss Brown? Tell us all about it, said
Mr. Miller, with a rather patronizing air.

Miss Brown flushed at his remark, but
receiving a reassuring smile from Mrs.
Langley, she proceeded:

“It was no dream. I was reading the
second chapter of Luke last night, and it
came to me so forcibly that the angel's
message on that first Christmas morning
so long ago was the grandest personal
greeting that was ever given.

“Did you ever notice that little word
you in that chapter, Mr. Miller?”

“No, 1 can't say that I ever particu
larly noticed it.”

“ Just listen then—Behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour
which is Christ the Lord' ‘And this
shall be a sign unto pou—vye shall find.’
Although the good tidings is to all people,
it i8 to you; you are not lost in the
crowd, you are loved and remembered

lly. Do you that first
Christmas message?’

“ 1 never heard it given just that way

before. But I must get away to my
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books now,” said Mr. Miller, as he left
the room.

“1 wonder what he thinks now. He
always wants to laugh and argue about
things that are sacred to me.”

“ Never mind, Miss Brown, you gave a
good witness to-night,” replied Mrs.
Langley.

“ Now, Lillian, let me help do up the
dishes, and we can do some planning at
the same time. You want to do some-
thing at Christmas, to give some one a
treat who otherwise might not have one,
is that the idea?" asked Miss Brown, as
she and Lillian retired to the kitchen.

“Yes, Miss Brown, that's it exactly. 1
want it to be a Christmas gift to Christ.
But who can we find in a town like this?
There are no really poor people around
here.

“My dear girl, the really poor people
are not the only ones who need help.
There are plenty of people in good eir-
cumstances who are sad and lonely and
need cheering. Take myself, for instance,
you never thought of me, did you? 1
have really dreaded this Christmas, and
1 want to help you in your treat if I
can. We must keep our eyes open and
see if we cannot find someone who needs
our help.”

“Ned said some good angel might
bring me an inspiration. Do you believe
in such things, Miss Brown?' asked
Lillian.

“It depends on what you mean by an
inspiration. 1 think what we call in-
spirations are the result of God’s blessing
on consecrated brain power, They usu-
ally come to the people, who, seeing the
conditions and the needs, concentrate
their minds to think out and work out
the problems before them. God blesses
such efforts with enlarged visions and
powers. This is only the 3rd of Decem-
ber, so we will have time to make our
plans. We will have a committee meet-
ing on Friday to see what we can do. I
wonder if Ned and Mr. Miller will help
us?”’

“1 have an idea, Miss Brown. Let's
make it a tea-table conference, and then
we'll have them right there.”

The next night Miss Brown an-
nounced that all the family were invited
to a teatable conference on Friday night
each one to bring suggestions for the
Christmas treat as to who, what, when,
where and how.

“Do you think it will be safe for us
to join this corporation, Ned?" asked Mr.
Miller.

“1f there is to be any fun in it, 1'll
join,” said Ned.

“There will surely be fun in it if you
help,” said Miss Brown.

“All right, I'm with you. What do
you want me to do?”

“Think, and keep your eyes open,” an-
swered Miss Brown.

Friday night came at last, and as soon
as the family were seated Ned asked,
“What about thig Christmas affair, any
way? 1 can't think of a single thing,
and I don't believe there is any use try-
ing.”

Miss Brown reported that she had
spoken to Dr. Stuart, the pastor, and
he had said, “T believe I know just the
place to hold your treat. I'll find out and
let you know next week."

“ Have you any suggestions, Lillie?”

“Yes. | was down at Parker & Wood s
store to-day. You all know Miss Mere-
dith, the saleslady at the ribbon counter.
She was telling me that she would be
perfectly happy if she could have her
baby sister with her. She says she
misses her-so much. 1 thought she
needed cheering."”

“That is a good idea, Lillle. Put her
name on the list.”

“But you won't have any baby for her
to play with,” said Ned.
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“We might borrow one for the occa-
sion,” said Lillian laughingly.

“1f you borrow a baby 1 would advise
you to borrow his mother, too. That is
seriptural, isn't it, Miss Brown? If I re-
member correctly that is what the prin
cess did for little Moses. You see, I
haven't quite forgotten all my early train-
ing.”

“ Any other suggestions, Mr. Miller?"

“Not yet, but I begin to see what you
are aiming at?"

“Well, Ned?"

“] told you before that 1 couldn't
think, but say, if you're going to give
‘em a treat, why don't you find out what
each one would like most to do on
Christmas Day, and let them do it. Don’t
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the others may object, so ‘1 need your
hearty co-operation,’ as Dr. Stuart al-
ways says. Come on in here till I tell
you about him, He'is too funny for any-
thing.”

After they had talked for some time
Mrs. Langley said, “ Yes, Ned, that will
be all right.”

“ It sure will, mother; it will give some
novelty to the affair, won't it?”

Miss Brown had her list of questions
all ready on Friday night.

“The first question is * Who'?"

“1 would suggest the baby and his
mother,” said Mr. Miller,

“1 would suggest the baby's father,”
sald Ned. *“Mother can hunt them up
for her share.”
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tell 'em what. you're after, though, or
they might not tell the very thing they
want to do.”

“@ood for you, Ned. That's a capital
idea.”

Just then the 'phone rang. Lilllan an-
swered it, and after a few minutes came
back and said, “ Dr. Stuart says we are
to call to-morrow, and arrange-

Miss Brown wrote on her list—father,
mother, baby.

“Who else, Ned?”

“ A nice boy, but I can’t give you his
name just now.”

So the boy was added to the list.

“ Now, Lillian?"

“Miss Melville, at the store, and Miss
C 11, one of our Sunday School girls,

ments for our Christmas treat. We can
invite eight persons, so that altogether
we will have fifteen in our party. Now
watch for your guests and be able to re-
port their names, and what they would
like to do. Have your information ready
Tuesday night.”

Everyone was busy during the next few
days. One night Ned came bounding into
the house.

“Oh, mother, I've found a guest, but

who works down in the factory.

“For my guest,” sald Miss Brown, “I
have old Mrs. Snider, who is all erippled
up with rheumatism. I had planned to
have the baby’s mother as my other
guest, but the men have monopolized that
family.”

“ Never mind, Miss Brown, they might
have two children,” remarked Mr. Miller,

“There will be two if you take my sug-
gestion and invite the Shepards,” sald
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Mrs, Langley., “Mrs. Shepard has been
, 111 and is not able to prepare their Christ-
mas dinner.”

“The question of ‘Who? is settled,”
saild Miss Brown, as she finished writing
the names,

“Now ‘ What ' is to be?”

“ A co-operative Christmas,” announced
Lillian; “each one co-operating to make
it a success.” .

“*‘When? " “Christmas Day, 10 to 5."

“‘Where?” “At old Mr. Dalton’s
home on Walnut Drive.”

“ Some class to us, all right,” said Ned.
“What about my guest, mother? I'm
afraid I won't know how to act, myself.”

“It was Dr. Stuart who suggested the
place,” explained Miss Brown. * They
had been telling him how lonely they
were since all their children were away,
80 he asked how they would like some
young people to spend the day with them.
They are a dear old couple, and are as
enthusiastic as a couple of children.
Mind you, they wanted to furnish all the
dinner themselves.”

“Where do we come in?" asked Mr.
Miller.

“Oh, we insisted on it being a co
operative Christmas, so they finally con-
sented that we might furnish the decora-
tions and the entertainment.”

“Our next question i{s ‘ How?"

“ Now please explain what your guests
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dish- water
know.

It took a lot of careful planning to know
how to invite these guests. Each one was
made to feel that they were necessary m
the happiness of someone else,

There were some very mysterious re
marks made during the next few days by
Ned and Mr. Miller. They planned a
Christmas tree for the children and Tony.

“ We must have a real, live Santa Claus
for Tony,” said Mr. Miller, “ and give him
a sled.”

So they got a tree, and all sorts of toys
for the children, with some more prac-
tical gifts for Tony. Then they decorated
the house with evergreen and holly, and
Mr. and Mrs. Dalton said it seemed like
old times to have the young people
bustling around the old home again.

Christmas morning dawned clear and
cold. There was just enough snow to
cover the old earth with a beautiful white
robe. The sun shone brightly, and the
merry jingle of the bells made music that
seemed to say to many heart, “ Peace on
earth, good-will to men!"

Mr. Dalton brought out the pony and
cutter, and Ned and Tony brought the
guests from their homes up to Grandpa
Dalton’s, as they all called him that day.

It was a real home Christmas; every-
body helped and everyone enjoyed them-
selves. Miss Campbell was happy in the

It would be like home, you

ISTRICT EPWORTH LEAGUE
OFFICERS!

Please take notice that according to the
acticn of the General Board at its last
meeting, the General Secretary is required
to obtain from each of you a half-yearly
report of the work you have done during
the term. Expect, therefore, early in the
New Year to receive from the General
Secretary a Report Blank to be duly filled
and returned, stating what you have
done and are planning to do for the fur-
therance of the League work of the District
through your Office.

Better Get Busy !

want to do. Mr. Miller,
ﬂrst

“1 must confess I am not familiar with
my subject, but 1 suppose he will want
to cry most of the time. They usually
do, 1 believe, And I should imagine his
mother would like someone else to take
care of him for one day.”

“Doesn't that sound like a bachelor,
Mrs, Langley?”

“Yes, it does. But Mrs. Shepard really
needs a rest. She is weak yet, and she
said she wished some fairy would come
and prepare their dinner while she
rested.”

“She shall have a rest for one day even
if I have to take care of Master Baby
myself,” said Mr. Miller, with the air of
a martyr.

“On, don't worry. Miss Melville will
take care of the baby; and little Kathleen
is five, and can entertain herself.”

“ Now, Ned what about your guest?”

“He wants a sled and he wants to
build a huge snow man. You see, he isn't
used to snow in his country.”

“Who is he, anyway?"’

“He 1is Tony Defarari, from Italy.
Poor kid, I feel sorry for him, but he's
lots of fun, too. T want him to see what
a real Christmas is like.”

“Now, Lillian.”

“Miss Melville wants to play with the
baby, and Miss Campbell told me con-
fidentially that she would ‘just love to
roast a turkey and set the table, and
even be glad to get her hands into the

yours come

kitchen; Miss Melville loved the baby and
Kathleen the minute she saw them. “It
just does my heart good to feel his baby
arms around my neck,” she whispered to
Mrs. Shepard.

Such a dinner as they had; such laugh-
ter and fun. To Tony it was like a new
world. They gave him the wishbone, and
he immediately wished for a sled. It was
the only thing he wanted to make him
perfectly satisfied,

They enjoyed the dinner so much, and
tarried so long at the table, that Mr. Mil-
ler warned them that there was to be an
entertainment in the sitting room at
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He went out at once to try it. Half an
hour later he returned, declaring that
“he go down like de wind, but he won't
g0 up again; but we half good tlme. he
carry me down, I carry him up."

For Mrs, Langley Santa had a beautiful
table-cloth, Miss Campbell received an
envelope containing a card which read,
“On the clock shelf in the kitchen you
will find your gift.” When she returned
with a little gold wishbone pin, she was
requested to sing Annie Laurie and other
Scotch songs. .

Lily opened her envelope and read,
“Look on the library table.” There she
found a card which read, “ You are not
literary—why are you looking here?—try
the work-basket in the sitting-room.”
Then she found another card which read,
“ Not here, my child, not here. You shine
in the kitchen with tLe other angels.*
It had been written by Ned, and she
laughed as she went down to the kitchen.
There she found a beautiful motto,
“Others.”

Miss Melville was presented with a
huge package, and after untying many
knots and taking off a number of papers,
she found a silver thimble.

Santa asked Miss Brown to play for
him, and after .she had delighted her
audience with her music he handed her a
small envelope containing a tiny personal
greeting card. V'ritten across the back of
the card were these words, “ I appreciate
Christmas more than 1 ever did before.”

At last the fun was all over, and the
guest went to their homes, feeling that,
after all, the real life of Christmas Is in
the spirit of Christ, “ who came not to be
ministered unto but to minister.”

Ned always says, “Tony had a good
time all right, but 1 believe I had a better
one."

O Lord, I pray

That for this day
I may not swerve

By foot or hand

From Thy command,
Not to be served but to serve.

This, too, I pray
That for this day
No love of ease
Nor pride preveat
My good intent,
Not to be pleased, but to please.

And if I may
I'd have this day
Strength from above
To set my heart
In heavenly art
Not to be loved, but to love.
~—Maitbie D. Babcock.

Let us be kind;
The way is long and lonely,
And human hearts arc asking for this

3 o'clock, Ned that
he had lost his nppeme anyway, 8o they
might as well leave the diningroom.

The Christmas-tree was a great success.
It was supposed to be only for the chil-
dren and Tony. But Mr. Miller and Ned
had made other plans. Mr. Shepard was
the Santa Claus, Kathleen was delighted
with her dolls and books and toys and
candies, while baby squeezed a rubber
baby to his heart’s content, Mrs, Dalton
recelved a beautiful bouquet of crimson
roses. Santa presented Mr. Dalton with
a book of poems, and at Santa's request
he told stories of Christmas times fifty
years ago. Mrs. Shepard and Mrs. Snider
each received a cosy pair of house slip-
pers. Santa Claus was surprised to find
a parcel with his own name on it. “Just
what T wanted,” saild he, as he un.
wrapped the latest book on engineering.

Tony went almost wild over his sled.

only—
That we be kind.

We cannot know the grief that men may
borrow,
We cannot see the souls storm-swept by

sorrow,
But love can shine upon the way to-day,
to-morrow—
Let us be kind.

Let us be kind;
This is a wealth that has no measure,
This is of heaven and earth the highest

easure—
Let us be kind.

A tender word, a smile of love in meeting,
A mvu; of hope and victory to those re-
rea

ng,
A glimpse a/ God and brotherhood while
life is fleeting—
Let us be kind,
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Winter Sports for
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brilllancy and the fit-
ful flashes of the au-
rora light there we
may stop and say truth-
fully, “This is a trail
worthy of the snow-
shoer, real, delightful
pleasure.”

Of all our winter ath-
letics the one most pop-
ular with most of us
is skating. There is

Young Canadians

REGINALD H. M. JOLLIFFE, BOWMANVILLE.

Canada, rendered drowsy by a hot,

tedious summer, riges in triumph
once again to be hailed “Our Lady of the
Snows,” for winter is here, bringing with
it life and vigor. How the whole being
quivers in response to the keen darts of
Boreas. The entire landscape s en
veloped in a regal robe of ermine, hiding
disfigurements, smoothing irregularities,
conferring on all nature an aspect of
wonderful and absolute repose,

For man this is the season of life.
Who could breathe that ozone-charged air
and not have the blood bound madly
through his veins! Only the old and
timid, crouching, shivering over their
fire, complain, As for those outside, they
feel like an engine just before the safety
valve blows off. The brain works with
the speed of lightning The whole sys
tem is as if charged with electric force
Life is at last worth living. It is now
that the man in his prime works with
renewed energy People of declining
years feel once again the vitality of youth
and for the first time young Canadians
are able to appreciate in full their mar
vellous fortune in being born heirs to our
mighty “ Dominion of the Northland.”

What a time this is for sport, real,
healthy recreation, which sends the par-
ticipant back to his work with added de
termination. What a wealth of pleasure
is at the disposal of Young Canada,
Probably the most characteristic amus
ment is sleigh-riding. om the five
year-old, pluckily hauling his little sled
up a very tall snowbank and descending
in rapturous glee, to the ardent devotees
of the toboggan rushing down the long,
smooth slide, a mile a minute, sleigh

THE snow has come at last. Young

riding is universally popular, Yet even
the patrons of the toboggan slide can
appreciate but a small part of real
tobogganing. Starting from the top of a
hill, so steep that for the first ten feet
you do not touch the snow, dashing down
an almost perpendicular incline to a lever
plain below, sweeping on, missing ov-
stacles by a hair's-breadth, and finally
shooting off the top of a mound to hurtle
twenty feet through the air and stop
gsuddenly within a yard of a barbed-wire
fence—that is tobogganing, that is ex
citement, that is genuine Canadian win-
ter sport,

Similar to tobogganing and rivalling
it in excitement is skiing. This exer
is, however, restricted to the trained
athlete. No one but the participant can
appreciate the charm We look and
wonder at the daring “skilobner” mak-
ing his record long jump, but we cannot
enter into his pleasure unless we can
ourselves don the skis and shoot down
the icy slopes.

Less exeiting but more popular than
skiing is snowshoeing. In Southern On-
tario, with our beautiful towns and level
fields, this is a pastime worth while, In
Algonquin Park, with its hills clothed in
evergreens, its many little frozen lakes
and abundance of wild animal life, it is
charming, but no one can claim to have
experienced the whole fascinating delight
of the snowshoer till, leaving behind all
civilization, all suggestion of man's dis
turbing existence, he strikes out away
the northland, on the -long Arctic trail,
with nothing in sight but a vast snow-
field, sparkling below like myriads of
diamonds, and the vaster dome of heaven
above blazing with stars of unearthly

a merry excitement—
striking out to the
swinging music of a good band—diffi-
cult to find elsewhere. Then there
is the carnival. Decked in costumes
grotesque or beautiful, the skaters glide
here and there, performing all sorts of
intricate figures, and perhaps ending up
by cutting one fignre too many, for thelr
composure

And now let us speak of hockey. This
is the winter game of young Canada.
There can be no doubt that hockey is the
fastest game ever invented. It is pos-
sible for a person to go about three
times as fast on skates as he would on
foot with the same amount of expended
energy. The puck bears about the same
relation in speed to a football as an
aeroplane does to a balloon. Football s
not slow, but let a fellow conscious ot
being “fit” for the game get the puck at
one end of his stick and let him realize
the responsibility of his position, and for
once in hig life he will know what it
means to “go some,” and will require a
little more than ordinary modesty to keep
from losing his head when he has scored.

What further variations could anyone
desire? The wild excitement of the
toboggen and the hockey match, the
social pleasures of the rink, the in-
vigoration and lure of the snowshoe
trail. These supply every craving of
man's nature for true sport. The more
we indulge in these recreations the bet-
ter able we are to do credit to our
emblem, the Beaver, in our daily work,
and no one can indulge in these forms of
exercise without being sensible of an ele-
vated mind and a renewed desire to re-
double his efforts to make Canada the
freest and most loyal Dominion of the
Empire, a land of law as pure as the spot-
less snow that crowns our lofty mountains.

'

“Our Canada, young, strong and free,
Whose sceptre stretches far,
In winter robes of virgin snow,
We proudly hail thee ours.”

REV. MANSON DOYLE, B.A,

Fleld Secretary-elect for Manitoba, with
residence at Winnipeg.

OUR NEW FIELD
SECRETARIES 'H

S we intimated in our last
A issue, we present herewith
the photographs of our
newly-appointed FieldSecretaries.
Both are young men, experienced
in Sunday School and Young
People’s work, and enjoying the
fullest confidence of the Confer-
ences whose interests they have
been elected to directly serve.
These officers will take up the
work of the Department at next
Conference. Their leadership
will, we confidently expect, under
Divine blessing, be fraught with
measureless good to the cause to
which they have generously de-
voted their best thougnt and ser-
vice in response to the call of the
Church. Pray that everywhere
they may meet with a hearty re-
ception and cordial co-operation
on the part of all our local and
Conference workers.

REV. FRANK H. LANGFORD, B.A.,
Field Secretary-elect for Saskatchewan,
with residence at Regina.
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Masterpieces of Hebrew Literature
VIII. An Appeal to Youth

Ecclesiastes 12,

Torio vor DEcEMBER 15,

REV. W. 8. LENNON,

ORE than any book of the Bible,
not excepting Job, the Book of
Ecclesiastes has always defied

anything like a final authoritative
interpretation It would indeed be
“a the flesh” to study
any number of the
many books of interpretation of Ecclesi-
astes made by venturesome expositors,
Jewish and Christian. Anyone interest-
ed in the conflicting interpretations of
this remarkable book may find the whole
matter treated in G. A. Barton's volume
on Ecclesiastes in the International Criti
cal Comment One thing, however,
modern and ancient commentaries alike
make plain—the book is a splendid piece
of literature, full of gems both of thought

B.A, B.D., Graxny, QUE.

the course of his investigations, He is
quite sure that * wisdom excelleth folly
as far as light excelleth darkness” He
Is sure, too, that it cannot be other than
“ well with the righteous and evil with
the wicked."” But most of all is he sure,
(and perhaps this is his largest as well
as his final thought), that “‘tis better to
be good than to be wise,” and that con-
cerning youth

“God has said, forever blessed

Those who seek me in their youth;

They shall find the path of wisdom

And the narrow way of truth.”

That is the significance of this closing
x"humvr, or more properly of chapter xi:
7 to xii: 14, Teading up as the section

HAIL THE INCARNATE DEITY."

and of expression. Other things, also,
modern investigations increasingly make
plain; the book is not, as some have sup-
posed, the utterance of a gross sensual
ist, preaching the crude doctrine, “ Let
us eat and drink for to-morrow we die;”
neither is it the product of some jaded
voluptuary on whose worn-out spirit has
settled down the burden of a crushing
pessimism and to whom nothing now
seems worth while; but the work rather
of one who professes to have tested life's
various programmes and while finding
none—not even the narrowly religious—
altogether satisfactory from the reflective
viewpoint, or free from vanity and vex-
ation of spirit, nevertheless is qui.e sure
of a few things that have come to him in

does through the conception of life as a
joy tempered by the anticipation of com-
ing “days of darkness,” and the decay
of physical vigor in old age to the clos-
ing practical summation of the book's
teaching, *“ Fear God and keep his com-
mandments; for this is the whole duty of
man.” In spite of the efforts of some
commentators to read a grossly epicurean
or even sensual teaching into the passage,
there can be no doubt that Koheteth is
moralizing for youth’s benefit. There is
in fact an element of irony in the advice
to youth to rejoice in itself and to fol-
low its own desires, for while Koheleth
does not stand by any means for the
rigidly ascetic or barren, Puritanic view
of what life ought to be—while indeed
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he belleves that there is nothing much
better in life than a joyous activity and
a sane use of the good gifts of God. Yet
he is not in doubt for a moment about
the wisdom of youth moderating its de-
sires and banking the fires of its pas-
sions by remembering its Creator in the
midst of its joys, and by carrying with
it, If not a vision of a coming judgment
day, at least a sober sense of sin’s inev-
itable aftermath of sorrow.

The deseription in chapter 12 of the
coming evil days,—the days of old age
leading down to death, is not only haunt-
ingly beautiful in some of its expres-
sions, but probably Prof. Moulton is right
in thinking that here the general prose
form of the book gives place to a poetic
sonnet. Even our English ears can de-
tect a poetic rhythm in the passage, while
its exuberance of metaphor is enough in
itself to suggest poetry, and the passage
has also in it considerable suggestion of
Hebrew parallelism From the view-
points of minute interpretation, however,
the section we are studying presents a
more difficult ta perhaps than any
other part of the book. It seems quite
clear to the present writer that in verses
1to 5 (first part), we have a wonderfully
metaphorical description of senile decay
presaging death, and in the verses fol-
lowing, (5 to 7), an equally oriental de-
scription of death, while in the closing
portion, (verses 8 to 14), we have an
epilogue or perhaps a kind of postseript
to the book summing up what the writer
himself takes to be its message

If we turn to the first of these three
sections with its metaphorical descrip
tions of the characteristics of old age. we
will find ourselves quite embarrassed by
the exceeding v oty of the interpre-
tations offered. No less than seven dif-
ferent views have been taken as to what
the key to the various metaphors is. We
will confine ourselves to two of these
views only

1. The interpretation which supposes
the guiding thought of the description
to be the conception of approaching death
as an oncoming storm or sirocco.

Hence the metaphors of darkened sun,
moon, and stars, the clouds not dis-
charged by the preparatory rainfall, the
fear of the door-keepers, the cowering in
terror of strong men (ie, wealthy
nobles), the maids leaving their work of
grinding, while their wealthy mistresses
who “look out of the window,” close out
the threatening sky by shutting the case.
ment. Hence also the prudential closing
of the doors, and the lowering sound of
the grinding as the grinders pause in
their work to listen to the rush of the
wind, and the hushing of the “daughters
of music” as the blackening sky gets
on the singer's nerves.

2. The view according to which
Koheleth is supposed to be giving a diag-
nosis of old age and its infirmities, It
would occupy far too much space to
interpret each verse in turn according to
this view, especially since each com-
mentator following it has his own views
of what physical characteristics of old
age Koheleth is referring to in his num-
erous metaphors. If we examine a few
only of the metaphors it will bring out
the variety of references supposed to lie
in them as well as the general mode of
interpretation used by these “anatomical”
interpreters. Thus the first figure
“While the sun or the light or the moon
or the stars be not darkened” is, of
course, on the anatomical view, a refer-
ence to the failing eyesight of old age,
but by some it has been supposed that the
terms “sun” and “light,” etec, are sym-
bols of happiness and that therefore,
Koheleth means by the “darkening” of
this light the gradual failing of the joy
of living that marks old age.

“In the day when the keepers of the
house shall tremble,” has had a more

=
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varied treatment. The “house” is, of
course, the body, but the “keepers,” ac-
cording to individual taste and knowl-

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH

soul to action or to string the dormant
mind into thought, but he knows also
the larger power of the “words of mas-

edge of anatomy among the
tors, are the ribs, or the legs, or the
arms, or the hands.

“The clouds” that “return after the
rain” are the ever-watery eyes of age, or
else the whole sentence is a highly poet-
ical way of saying that old age lacks
power to rally from experiences that
overstrain it. “The clouds return after
the rain”: It is never sunshine with the
old man,

Similarly the “ strong men" of verse 3
are variously the arms, the legs, the feet,
the bones in general, or (happy thought!)
the spinal column whose “bowing"” gives
to old age its characteristic stoop; while
the “grinders,” with singular unanimity
among commentators are the teeth, and
* those who look out of the windows" are
the eyes. Prodigality of interpretation
comes in again with the * doors .
shut in the streets,” for those become
(at your pleasures), the feet, the lips,
the jaws, the eyes, the ears, or even literal
doors shut by kindly hands to keep the
old man from stumbling over the door-
step or from getting into danger on the
street. The bringing low of “the daugh-
ters of music” is, as one might easily
define a reference either to old age's loss
of voice for singing or to its inability
through loss of hearing to distinguish
musical notes. Enough! One is tempted
to say “You pays your money and you
takes your choice.” At any rate such a
rapid survey of these conflicting and
strained interpretations brings out clearly
the wisdom of one hard-working com-
mentator who declares of this section,
that its allusive references present for
us riddles that are not easy to solve.

The next section describing death
(verses 6 to 8), needs no comment to
bring out its beauty, but its metaphori-
cal allugions are also somewhat prob-
lematic. However, it is not burdened
with the same variety of interpretations
as was the former section. The “long
home" is undoubtedly the Hebrew sheol
or underworld of the dead; the
“mourners" who * go about the streets"
are the paid mourn rs whose business it
is in connection with eastern funerals to
bewail the dead. But the “silver cord"
and “the golden bowl" are more meta-
phorical. They refer to life as a light fed
with oil from a golden bowl or reser-
voir like that of Zech. iv., 3, suspended
by a silver cord, and they represent life
as “going out,” when the body is broken
by disease or wasted by age as the light
goes out when the silver cord is broken
and the golden bowl falls and is shat-
tered. The next figure, that of the
“pitcher droken at the fountain,” and
also that of “the wheel broken at the cis-
tern," represents the body as fed from
some central “well of life"—being now
the broken pitcher that can hold no longer
the “living water "-—and now the dam-
aged wheel that can no longer raise the
refreshing draft from the well. ''he sen-
tence “Then shall the dust return, ete.,”
is clearly a reference to the story of
man’s creation in Genesis ii. 7, but
whether Koheleth put into the expres-
slon as much meaning as we have learned
to do is a matter of doubt, particularly
in view of some of his earlier utter.
ances. (See chap iil. 21). 5

The epilogue or postscript, (verses 8-
14), is notable for its fine closing verses
already quoted in part, but its literary
worth might be safely made to rest upon
verse 11 alone, “The words of the wise
are as goads, and as nails well fastened
are the words of the masters of assem-
blies, which are given from one shep-
herd.” “The Preacher” knows the power
of the spoken word to goad the lethargic

ters of ," i.e., of the words of
public utterance, and he knows lastly
that whatever words of wisdom are
spoken by any such come ultimately
from “one shepherd”—*“that great Shep-
herd of the sheep.” There are, it is true,
a number of other interesting interpre-
tations of this seemingly cabalistic verse,
but none that the writer knows are more
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satisfactory than the one he has fol-
lowed,

Nore—~The above treatment of this
“Appeal to Youth” will have served its
purpose if its convinces the leader for
Dec. 15th, and the third Vice-President
that an unusually interesting programme
cau be prepared for this meeting by get-
ting the members to read up the chapter
in all accessible commentaries on Ec-
clesiastes. The variety of interpretations
will in itself challenge interest.

The Art of Making Others Happy

Toric For DECEMBER 22

MISS KATHLEEN McKEE, B.A,,

HE Sermon on the Mount was
preached in Galilee, about seven
miles from Capernaum, during the

second year of our Lord’s ministry. The
night before it was delivered Jesus went
to this mount and spent the time in
prayer. It was after this season of
prayer that a great multitude came to
Him and listened to His wonderful pro-
clamation of love.

When Jesus made this new love law,
He told His hearers about those they
were to love and how they were to show
that love. The Jews, as a people, were
great law keepers. As children they were
taught the law or the commandments
that God had given to Moses, and a great
many others that their rabbis had made,
S0 when Jesus made the new law, He
referred to some of the old ones to show
the difference. He knew that the Jews
had many enemies—the Romans, the
Samaritans, and even those of different
creeds—and He wanted to teach them that
as God is the great Father, all men are
brothers and should love one another.
He recognized the fact that they had
been taught to give “an eye for an eye
and a tooth for a tooth,” but He had
come to teach them a better way—
namely, to love their enemies, to do good
to them, to bless them, to preserve a
gpirit of meekness and forbearance under
ill-treatment, to show consideration and
unselfishness when they made unreason-
able demands, and to refrain from a
censorious judgment of them. In other
words, they were to do to people just
what they wished people to do to them.

This standard of character, which our
Master set for His followers, seems to
be full of impossibilities, but when we
have the love of Christ in our hearts we
find that it is possible to begin to live out
the impossible things. Anyone can do
possible things, but it takes a Christian
plug God to do the impossible—to do to
others as we would have them do to us.
If we, as Epworth Leaguers, would begin,
at this Christmas season, to carry out this
love law, it would bring happiness to us
and to all with whom we came in contact.

A story is told about a king who had a
son whom he dearly loved. The prince
had everything that heart could wish, and
yet he was not happy. One day a visitor
came to the palace and seeing the prince
said to the king, “I can make your son
happy, but you must pay me my own
price.” The king was delighted and
readily promised. Then the visitor took
the boy into a private room. He wrote
something with a white substance on a
plece of paper, gave the boy a lighted
candle, and told him to hold it under
the paper. The boy did so, and the white
letters turned into a beautiful blue,
They formed these words: “Do a kind-
ness to someone every day.” The prince
made use of this secret, and because of
the happiness he brought to others he
become the happiest boy in the kingdom.

How can Epworth Leaguers bring hap-
piness to others? At this season of the

STAYNER.

year they can bring happiness to the Sun-
day School ch’ldren by preparing for a
Sunday School cutertainment. And what
a help they may be! They can attend
every practice and be on time; they can
teach the children their parts; they can
keep sweet and kind when something goes
wrong; they can decorate the church or
concert hall; and they can do all in their
power to make their entertainment a suc-
cess in the truest sense of the term.

Epworth Leaguers can bring happiness
to parents by teaching their children in
the Sunday School. Through these little
ones, many of older people whose Sun-
day School days are only memories, have
been led to Christ—and what a change it
has made in their homes! Oh, Epworth
Leaguers, keep close to the little ones.
You do not know how much you are doing
for them and their loved ones, nor how
much they are doing for you.

Epworth Leaguers can bring happiness
to the League by being regular and
prompt in their attendance; by getting
up the best programmes they can; by wel-
coming strangers; by giving everybody
something to do; and by speaking appre-
clative words to all who have assisted in
the meetings. They can be gentle, cheery
and sunshiny. No matter if others do ge:
the sulks; no matter if they do act
shabby; no matter if they do behave like
bables, you do not need to sink to their
level. Keep up on the heights with God.
There you have a better velw, and from it
you may see that,—

“ What looks to your dim eyes a stain
In God’s pure light may only be
A scar, brought from some well-worn

field
Where you would only faint and yield.”

There may be a reason that they are so
easily hurt, so touchy, so hard to get along
with—perhaps {ll-health or a business
trouble or a sorrow that you know noth-
ing about—God knows all about it, and
He cares, and so should we.

Epworth Leaguers can bring happiness
to the sick, the sad and the discouraged.
Visit them in their homes; take them a
few flowers, some fruit or an interesting
book, and just watch how your charm
works, People everywhere need nothing
$0 much as kindness.

One evening I saw a teacher cleaning
off her blackboard. A yellow spot refused
to be erased. She brushed and brushed
but the same dull yellow spot remained.
All at once she saw what she had been
doing—rubbing out sunshine. Who does
not, at times, make the same mistake?
One evening 1 heard an Epworth Leaguer
say, “ They did not consult me about the
programme, so I'll have nothing to do
with it.” Rubbing out sunshine! Another
Epworth Leaguer sald, “ Did you see me
giving him the cold shoulder? It served
him right after the mean way he treated
me.” Rubbing out sunshine! How. often
we rub the sunshine out of our own lives
and those of our friends by our discontent
and impatience! As Epworth Leaguers

st
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let us try, by our sunny lives, to remove
the clouds that overshadow the happiness
of others, It means so much to them and
it costs us so little.

One day six-yearold Carol was playing
in the garden. The sunlight streamed
over the grass, and as the little girl stood
there she cried, * Oh, mother, I am stand-
ing in God's smile.” And that is what all
wpworth Leaguers should do—stand in
God’s smile—then the influence that goes
out from them will be of such a character
that others will get a glimpse of heaven
here below.

Epworth Leaguers can bring happiness
to the poor, the lonely and the unfortunate
by sending cheery letters to them. These
Christmas letters should find a way into
hospitals, prisons, reformatories, asylums,
under the doors in wretched homes—any-
where, in fact, where help is needed for
body and soul. To most of these people
it is all the Christmas brightness they get.

Epworth Leaguers can bring happiness
to the aged by trying to disguise the fact
that they are old and by letting them feel
that they are really needed in the church
and in the home. Old age is beautiful
when it is guarded, sympathized with and
understood. Have a special night for
them at the League. Bring easy chairs
and decorate the room so that it will re-
semble a cozy sitting-room. Then give a
programme, or have them give one, that
will take them back to the dear old days
of long ago. It will do them good, but it
will do you more 8o, when you see how
you have “happied them up.”

Epworth Leaguers can bring happiness
to everybody. By doing the duties near-
est you, just taking them as they come,
in a patient, cheerful way, you are setting
down figures that will make a grand total
when your life is added up. That time
has not come yet, but when it does, you
can trust God to do it accurately. The
smiles, the kind words, the unselfish deeds
may seem small things to you, but God is
keeping account of them all, and some
day He will show you the result of your
living for “ others.”

SUGGESTED OUTLINE PROGRAMME
FOR DECEMBER 22.

Hymn. No. 372, Canadian Hymnal.

Prayer. ¥

Scripture Reading. Luke 6: 27-37.

Hymn. No. 172. Canadian Hymnal.

Paper. “ Making Others Happy.”

Personal  experiences in making
others happy.

Solo. “Say a Kind Word."

. Recitation. * Others.”

" Duet. “Only a Beam of Sunshine.”
No. 386, Canadian Hymnal.

. Quotations from Celebrated Authors
on “ Happiness.”

11. Hymn. No. 168, Canadian Hymnal.

12. Prayer.

13. Hearty handshaking and good-bye.

B

SPECIMEN QUOTATIONS.

Happiness comes only through peace
with one's self, one's record and one's
God.—Hillis.

We are happy when we have done what
God has planned for us.—Brown.

Happiness means peace of the soul, and
it is not to be sought outside of one's self.

Berlis.

The secret of happiness is in self-re:
nunciation and service to others.—Anon.

Happiness is increased not by the en-
largement of the possessions but of the
heart—Ruskin.

If a man is unhappy this must be his
own fault, for God made all men to be
happy.—Epictetus.

Whenever yow're blue find something
1

o
For somebody else who is sadder than

You.
—Anon.
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Canada and Her People of Non-English

Speech
What We as Methodists are Doing for Them

Torte vor WEEK oF JANUARY 127H, 1913
Luke 10: 26-39.

MRS, F. C. STEPHENSON, ToroNT0.

““ HE twentleth century is Canada’s.”
Agaln and again we have heard
the statement and the few words

made us think. The greatest opportuni-

ties of the twentloth century found in our

Dominion! What does it mean?

Canada’s great wheat areas, her mines,
her forests, her industries, her freedom,
her hopefulness, her great future, her

“homes for everybody " and her call for

settlers have been advertised in many

ways and through varlous agencles in the

lands beyond the scas until “Canada”

means “ opportunity,”

To the peoples of Europe this great
Dominion of half a continent, where one
may own land, find work and perhaps get
rich, offers something which puts new
hope into the lives of thousands tolling
almost without reward, and for whom the
future holds no brightness. 8o across
the Atlantie have come Itallans, Germans,
Russians, Swedes, Austro-Hungarians, in-
cluding Bohemia Gallclang, Hungari
ans, Magyars, Ruthenlans, Slovaks and
Poles, all ready to prove the truth of the
glowing reports they heard of the new
land, Letters begin to find their way back
to the old homes; friends and nelghbors
gather to hear the news from Canada, As
they listen the lure of the new land be-
comes frresistible and Canada receives
more *strangers.” Then follow more let-
ters and agaln more " strangers”; and
Canada must transform these “ strangers”
into Canadlan citizens, From across the
Pacific have come Orlentals—Chinese,
Japanese and Hindus—bringing problems
all their own to our Western civilization.

Our people of forelgn speech constitute
one-fifth of our total immigration. They
have come for material galn—money, com-
fort, anything better than they left be.
hind—and have brought with them old
customs, traditions and superstitions.
They are transplanting patches of south-
eagtern Kurope here and there in our
Dominfon; they are ecreating slum con-
ditions In many of our larger towns and
cities; they are establishing China towns
in the west; they are demonstrating Jap-
anese business alertness In our fishing
and mining industries; they are demand-
ing as fellow Britishers—Hindus from
India—the right to live and work in our
Dominion,

The century—Cannda's—18 young. The
tide of immigration has only begun. How
shall Canada measure her opportunity
and face her responsibility of assimilat-
ing her people of forelgn speech? They
must be given the best Canada has; the
highest standards of cltizenship must be
placed before them; the education of their
children must be compulsory or the cen-
tury will not be Canada's, The call of
these newcomers to the hurch dare not
be disregarded from a natlonal, social
or religlous standpoint. They must be
lifted into Christian citizenship, To aid
in this Is the opportunity of the Church.
As Methodists what are we doing?

FRENCH CANADIANS,

Our  French-Canadian  fellow-citizens,
while of non-English speech, are neither
new-comers nor forelgners, Our work
among them was begun In 18656 in the city
of Quebec, and the first mission in Mont-
real was organized In 1861, To-day, with
the exception of a few missions in the
country, our work is centred in Montreal,
and includes two Krench Methodist
churches, the French Methodist Home and
the French Methodist Institute. The lat-
ter, under the direction of Paul Villard,

M.A., M.D,, has attained an acknowledged
educational standing. Through the in-
fluence of its Christian home life the
Institute has fitted for life service hun-
dreds of young people. Year by year
it has grown in favor until now all who
apply cannot be accommodated. Many
‘l:( the students are from Roman Catholic
omes.

THE ORIENTALS.

In 1885 the Methodist Church began
work -among the Chinese and Japanese
in British Columbia. There are in Canada
18,000 Japanese and 32,000 Chinese, most
of whom are in the Pacific Province.
Chinese immigration has changed during
the past few years. Formerly the older
men left their homes and ventured across
the Pacific in search of gold. These
brought their non-Christian religions,
settled habits and heathen superstitions,
and mission work among them was hard
and results apparently small. Now the
immigrants are mostly boys and young
men from ten to twenty years of age,
Many enter the public school as soon as
they arrive and are brought into contact
with our Western civilization with which
they are ambitious to become identified.
The new immigration gives us a wonder-
ful opportunity.

(For fuller treatment of this section
of the Topic, read carefully Mr. Hartwell's
article following this.—Ed.)

THE ITALIANS.

Ten years ago there were only 6,000
Italians in Canada. To-day there are
70,000, and year by year they will con-
tinue to come, for as market gardeners,
fruit sellers, railway construction labor-
ers, miners and lumbermen, the Itallans
are finding prosperity in Canada. Nom-
inally they are Roman Catholics; in real-
ity many have no strong religious convie-
tions. In their home land the Roman
Church is losing its power, and “New
Italy " is vigorous, aggressive and free.
Workingmen ag well as the educated men,
are losing faith in the claims and teach-
ings of the Roman Catholic Church, so
that thousands who come to our country
are ready to listen to a simple Gospel,

The Methodist Church in Italy is doing
aggressive work. Through its splendid
equipment of churches, colleges, schools,
ministers and *eachers, it is training fu-
ture workers and leading many to a per-
sonal knowledge of God.

The Methodist Church in Canada has in
these Itallans an opportunity of winning
an industrious, sober, people to Chris-
tian citizenship. In Sydney, Montreal,
Hamilton, Toronto, North Bay, Welland,
and Copper Cliff, we have work among the
Italians, The children are sent freely to
kindergarten and Sunday schools, deacon-
esses and workers find their way to the
homes. Night schools attract the young
men and social gatherings dispel distrust.

In Toronto there are three mission cen-
tres, only one of which is adequately
equipped for the work. In many of our
towns there are a few Italians. These
afford an opportunity of doing mission
work at home.

THE AUSTRIANS.

The name Austrian is used to include
many of the Slavic peoples. It is es-
timated we have in Canada about 200,000.
The colony in Northern Alberta numbers
about 50,000, located chiefly in a solid
block north and east of Edmonton. They
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monopolize the town of Mundare on the
C.N.R,, and one line of work, namely,
section hands. Almost fifty per cent. are
unable to read or write their own lang-
uage. Thrifty, patient, religious and
ignorant, of splendid physique are these
peoples from south-eastern Kurope, but
soclally in sad need of many things which
must come through education, sanitation,
the uplifting influences of the Gospel
and Christian home environment.

In 1900, Dr. C. H. Lawford began work
at Pakan—historic ground of our Indian
mission work, In 1907 our W.M.8. opened
work at Wahstao. The following sum:
mary of the work as it is to-day is an
evidence of faithful, Christlike service
on the part of the missionaries and a
readiness on the part of the people to
respond to the Gospel through teaching,
preaching and healing:

There are about fifty Christians, but
these are not all members of the church?
Some endure bitter persecution. There
are two hospitals, seven Sunday Schools,
a couple of day schools, three night
schools, sewing classes, Ruthenian lang-
uage classes, ete. The staff may be clas-
sified as follows: Ordained workers, 5;
probationers, 6; doctors, 2; editor, 1
Native workers, 3. Under the Woman's
Missionary Sociéty there are 11 workers

Our city missions in Winnipeg, Toronto,
Montreal, Fort Willlam, Crow's Nest and
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Methodist Missionary Work

Among the Orientals of British Columbia, as stated by Rev. G. E. Hartwell,
B.A., B.D., to the London District Epworth League
Convention, at its recent meeting.

T is with no little pleasure I avail my-
l gelf of the opportunity of addressing
your Annual Convention and of pre-
senting to you a department of our work
which is annually growing more exten-
sive and increasingly important.

The Oriental work in British Columbia
includes mission work among the Chinese
and Japanese,

The position now occupied by the
Orientals in British Columbia is peculiar,
interesting, and at the same time alarm-
ing; peculiar, in that the remarkable
growth of the coast cities has thrown the
Oriental districts right into the lime-
light. From occupying the outskirts of
the city, where for social and religious
purposes they were wont to segregate,
they are now surrounded by the great
wholesale houses and the transcontin-
ental freight sheds. In the City of Vie-
toria, which during the past two years
has made very rapid progress, about five
thousand Chinese are situated in the
wealthiest districts. For this reason, the

scene has changed. The number of
Chinese immigrants has greatly in-
creased, every ship landing a large num-
ber. These immigrants, however, are
largely boys and young men from ten to
twenty years of age. A large number of
these immediately attend the public
school, and are thus brought into contact
with our western education. These boys
for the most part are ambitious to assim-
ilate themselves, as far as that is possible,
with western thought and customs

The opportunity of the Church is now
increased almost one hundredfold. If the
Church can so organize her Oriental work
in the West as to attract these boys and
young men within her borders and sur-
round them with influences that shall
wean them from their early teaching in a
pagan atmosphere, there is every hope
that the next generation of Chinese in
Canada may ameliorate many of the hurt-
ful influences that are evident now
through the existence of paganism on
Christian ground

To accomplish - this, the

establishment  of  chapels
and missions, where
the spiritual side i

) 8iz will, I fe
\Ilﬂ] fent, The ‘)l)llnw are
eminently a practical peo-
ple The material side of
thir appeals to them
strongly, and in order to
attract their attention
spiritual things, it win
necesss

to
be
to lead them
along lines of physical and
mental development, This
development, however, must
be charged with a spiritual
atmosphere  sufficies
arouse within their breasts
a passion that centuries of
idolatry have practically ob-
iterated. A new conscience
be created, a new am-
bition must be born, a new
hunger must be instilled, or
in the words of the apostle,

THE MODERN “ WES

Vancouver include work among foreigners,
Nearly every nationality is represented
in the larger centres of population.

The Rev. W. E. Hassard, of the Upper
Canada Bible Soclety, states that in the
Toronto Depository last year the secrip
tures were sold in 46 languages; he es-
timates that in Canada therc are upwards
of 120 languages and dialects spoken. The
very presence of 80 many newsomers of
non-English speech is an appeal not only
to the Christian Church, but also to every
Canadian citizen, for if we do not lift
this incoming tide of foreigners to the
standard of Christian citizenship, in the
not distant future they will be a menace
to our progress and national life.

“ And even as of old came Eastern Kings,

With costly treasures, led there by Thy
Star,

We, too, would bring Thee our poor offer-

ings,

0 Word Incarnate!
Jhild.

Accept our gifts and us of Thy great
grace—

Myrrh of our Sorrows, Frankincense for

Bethlehem's Holy

And Gold lnr Love that is more strong
than Death!"
—Christian Burke.
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influence of the Chinese has been greatly
extended. Owing to the increase in value
of their lands, many have become very
palthy, and the effects of their wealth
seen in the suburbs, where the better

(Imm s of the Chinese have taken up resi-
dence,

In the heart of the Chinese district the
Methodist Church has a magnificent
plant, equipped with dormitories, school
rooms, a church auditorium and a gym-
nasium, To properly manage such a
Jarge institution, however, requires a
man of special abilities. There is room
in this work for both a Canadian worker
and a Chinese worker. The Canadian
should have the same talents as neces-
sary to make a successful Y. M. C. A
secretary. There should be carried on in
that building nearly all the departments
that are carried on in a successful Y. M.
C A

Chinese immigration has changed some-
what of late years. Formerly the older
men were influenced to cross the Pacific.
These, having already become attached
to their home institutions, impregnated
with pagan ideas and crystallized in their
habits, made the work of the Christian
missions most difficult, and hence the
number of Christians coming from that
class of men has been very small. The

old things must pass away
and all thiugs
new

To bring about these results, the young
men must first be gathered around our
Christian institutions where they may
enjoy healthful, physical recreation, de-
veloped both by outdoor and indoor ex-
ercises.

In China one of the greatest and most
universal influences to demoralize the
people is the indifference to outdoor or
physical recreation. The results are
everywhere manifest—foot-binding among
women, opium smoking among men,
gambling among all classes. 'The whole
tendency of pagan recreation has been to
gather around the banquet table, spread
with a great feast, with wine flowing
sufficiently to foster those social evils so
prevalent in pagan lands. Thus, largely
under the cover of darkness and in se-
clusion, vices that vitiate the source of
thought have found a rich and fertile
breeding-place, and are evidenced by im-
moral action and unclean conversation,
The more the attitude of paganism to-
ward institutions upon Christian ground
is studied, the more the student will be
impressed that the poison of it is covered,
and for that reason is all the more dan-
gerous as it is more difficult to regulate
a stream of impurity where the source is
not visible or understood.

It will thus be seen to successfully cope

become
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with the great evils that Oriental immi-
gration threatens, not only to our religi-
ous sphere, but also to the political, a
O di of rare ions for just
such leadership should be placed in
charge of the larger centres of Oriental
work—a man who would be able to gather
to him the youth and inspire them with
purer and more worthy motives than
they can possible receive if left to mingle
with those Chinese who have been in the
country a longer period, and have by
their isolation become hardened.
Another very cogent reason why insti-
tutions of the above description should
be established is the fact that Chinese
districts are usually surrounded by the
worst forms of western vices, A system
of segregation has been tacitly adopted
by which saloons, pool rooms, and cheap
theatres have been largely confined to
certain areas. Unfortunately, segregated
districts have an affinty one for the
other, and it is a fact that the two largest
Chinese communities in British Columbia
are situated contiguous to these forms of
western evils. It will thus be seen that
the first experiences of young Orientals
on Christian ground are totally in oppo-

sition to the conditions of things that
they might reasonably, from the high
jdeals held up by missionaries in their
own lands, expect; for, whatever are the

vices of China, they are always kept in
the background, and when these vices are
openly exploited on Christian ground, it
is only natural that their first impres-
sfons of a Christian civilization are
warped by their surroundings.

A second very urgent reason for such
an institution is to teach these young
Orientals the spirit of reverence for Can-
adian laws. In the segregated Oriental
districts the laws of Canada are openly
disregarded. With them the Sabbath
Day is a market day, and is considered
the best business day of the week, as
Chinese from the outlying districts report
to the centre for their week's purchases
and to engage around the gambling tables
in their favorite amusement. It would
almost seem as if the payment of $500
was a license to enable them to become a
law unto themselves. This disregard,
especially for the Sabbath Day, has been
a great hindrance to the work of the
Christian Church, making it very difficult
for the merchants to become Church
members.

While these should be the aims of the
Church, it must not be forgotten that al-
ready a good work 1s being carried on by
faithful men and women. In the night
school in Vancouver there are one hun-
dred and forty young men in attendance.
To teach so large a number there must
necessarily be a large staff of volunteer
workers. These workers have consecrated
at least one night a week, and for ten
months in the year they attend to their
duties. During the two hours in which
they are assenibled, these young men of
China and Japan are brought into con-
tact with earnest Christian men and wo-
men. They early recognize that it is only
the Christian men and women who un-
selfishly devote themselves to help them.
This Christian contact, however, is all
too short, and must be supplemented by
other Christian activities.

The task, as you will see, is a great
task. It is, however, the genius of Chris-
tianity to overcome great difficulties, and
the conditions now existing are but a
challenge to the Church and the power
of the Gospel.

) With a splendid equipment, with a new
and growing Oriental constituency, and
with an aroused interest in the General
Board of Missions, the outlook possibly
was never brighter. As our faith in-
creases, our efforts become more earnest
and more hopeful and by sympathy and
prayer we uphold every endeavor put
forth by the Church.
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Lessons Taught by the Closing Year

Suggested Outline Treatment of the Scripture Lesson

Toric vor THE LAst MEETING OF 1912,
Psaim 90,

REV. J. H. McARTHUR, S8.T.D., Emix.

The Leader—~We have met here to-
night for the last meeting of the year
1912. Our topic Is “ Lessons Taught by
the Closing Year.” Our scripture lesson
is the ninetieth Psalm The subject will
be discussed by three different leaguers.
Tradition has ascribed this Psalm to
Moses, but there are reasons for thinking
that it may be of later date. We are not
interested in the date of its composition,
nor are we particularly concerned as to
who its author may have been. The les-
son it contains is a lesson for all time,
and for men of all ages, even from gen-
eration to generation; and its author,
whoever he may have been, was certainly
a man of God. The Psalm is very appro-
priate for this, the closing meeting of
the year. It naturally divides itself into
three parts which will be taken up res-
pectively by three leaguers.

First Leaguer—The first division of
this Psalm is contained in verses 1 to 6.
Let us read them. The text of this sec-
tion is the first verse:

“Lord, thou hast been our dwelling
place in all generations.”

What the Psalmist found to be true in
his own experience and in the experi-
ence of the children of Israel, we find to
be true in our experience, especially as
we look back upon the year which is
drawing to a close. We have experienced
the presence of God throughout the
whole year. We have felt his power and
his love in our ewn lives. During the
year we have experienced many changes.
Our circumstances have changed; our
friends have changed; but God changes
not. He is the same yesterday, to-day,
and forever.

Even_ from everlasting to everlasting
thou art God.

He s more ancient than the everlasting
hills, and his greatness more endurable.

“The grass withereth, the flower fad-
eth, but the word of our God shall stand
forever."—Isa. 40: 8.

During the year we have had visions
of His glory; we have beheld His power;
we have experienced His love. Our ex-
periences during the year have for the
most part been pleasant, and in these
we have seen the hand of God; in some
cases our experiences have been unplea-
sant, even bitter, and in these, too, we
have tried to feel the presence of the
Divine and follow His guiding hand.

When the captive children of Israel
heard of the proclamation of their eman-
cipation, they gathered themselves to-
gether upon the borders of a sandy
desert preparatory to making their re-
turn journey to the land of their fathers.
But what a sorry sight they presented!
A generation of slavery had done its
work. There they were, a piteous spec-
tacle, a people emerging from the dark-
ness and degradation of slavery: with
their health broken and their beauty
marred; with a staff for their weapon, a
leather coat for their garment, mouldy
pleces of bread for their food, and fifteen
hundred miles of sand before them. Tt
i8 no wonder that they were dispirited,
and that many of them were inclined to
stay where they were. They searcely
knew how to appreciate the liberty that
had been granted them. But at this time,
this time of apecial need, the prophet is
instructed to suy to these people

“pEHOID YOUR GoD."—Tsa. 40:9.

Their case is a hopeless one, save for
the presence of God. But God whose love
{s infinite, whose power is omnipotent,

whose nature is changeless, can help
them—and will. Our case is the reverse
of that of the Hebrew captives. We see
ourselves in contrast to their adverse
condition. We are not and never have
been captives in a strange land; we are
not and never have been subjected to a
strange king. We dwell in the midst of
peace and prosperity in our own land;
we till our own fields, and live in our
own homes. Whence these blessings
which we enjoy? We tou are instructed
to hift our eyes and behold our God, for
they have their source in Him.

But that we may see and appreciate
the h of our cir and
the blessings which we have enjoyed dur-
ing the year it is not necessary for us
to contrast our happy condition with the
unhappy condition of peoples who lived
centuries ago. Let us contrast ourselves
with people of this present age and this
present year; with the people of China,
for instance, who, during the year have
been passing through the throes of a
revolution; or with the peoples of the
Balkan region, who during the year have
been forced to fight their way to liberty
through blood and fire; or with the suf-
ferers of certaln famine-stricken dis-
tricts in the East where gaunt hunger
rules and the pestilence rageth at noon-
day; or with the millions of benighted
people who have never yet heard the
message of the gospel or the sound of
Jesus' name—that sweet name of love
and power. Not better than others are
we, yet more than others have we re-
ceived. Our children are no better than
the black children of Africa or the yeilow
children of China; but, if no better, they
are Immensely better off. Our experi-
ences during the past year have been ex-
periences of peace, plenty, prospsrity and
privilege. We may truly take up the
song of the Psalmist, and sing:

“The lines are fallen unto m» in pleas-
ant places; Yea, I have a goodly Ferl-
tage."—Psalm 16: 6.

The first lesson of this Psalm, the first
lesson which the experiences of the year
should teach us, is that they reveal to us
God. We have had a vision of His glory;
we have had an experience of His love
and power; His presence has gone with
us through the journey of the year.

Second Leaguer—The second section
of this Psalm is contained in verses 7 to
11, These we shall now read. The text
of this section is found in the seventh
verse:

“For we are consumed in thine anger,
and in thy wrath we are troubled.

In this manper does the Hebrew poet
express the thought that God chasteneth
His people. To the mind of the Jew
there was a meaning in all the events of
life; a purpose in all the experience
through which God had led them. To
the Hebrew God was always present, and
always actively present in the affairs of
life. He fought for them, or He fought
against them; in either case it was for
their good. The years of this life, and
the present year now drawing to a close
has been no exception, are years of dis-
cipline to our souls. The sorrows of the
year, its disappointments, its misfortunes,
its trials, its bitter experiences, all are
but the instruments of God which He
has been using for the discipline of our
souls. Let us hope that they have been
used with good effect, and -that we are
better men and women because of these
things. It was never intended that the
sorrows of life should sour our souls or
engender within us bitter feelings against
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God and our fellows. If we endure the
chastening of the Lord then are we sons.
As a result of our year's experiences our
souls should be more thoroughly purified,
our natures more fully refined, and our
consecration to God more nearly com-
plete; we should be servants of God
more faithful, soldiers more valiant, sons
more fillal and trustful, and Christians
more Christlike.

This, then, is the second lesson of the
Psalm, and the second lesson of the year,
that the God whose presence has jour-
neyed with us is a God whose love for
us is so that it led Him to chastise us.
True, the Hebrew poet speaks of it as
God’s wrath and anger, but this is only
its outward aspect. Its real source is
God's love, and its true purpose is soul-
discipline. May we not lose sight of this
lesson.

Third Leaguer—The third section of

this Psalm is contained in verses 12 to
Let us read them. The text of this

section is found in verse 12:

8o teach us to number our days that
we may get us an heart of wisdom.”

This is a prayer for wisdom, and for
that particular kind of wisdom that comes
to us through the presence of God in the
experience of the years as they pass. It
{8 a wisdom which we may have only
as we experience the presence of God.
If we do not now feel God in our hearts
and lives, then let us take up the prayer
of the Psalmist and ery:

“Return, O Lord; how long?”

It 18 a wisdom which wiil reveal in our
rejoice and be glad all our days, even
the days wherein we have been afflicted,
and the years wherein we have seen evil.
1t is a wisdom which will reveal in our
own lives and characters the beauty of
the Lord our God. In what particulars
are we wiser today than we were at the
beginning of the year? And what factors
in our experiences have tended to bring
us this wisdom? Has financial misfortune
overtaken us? Then we may learn the
value of that treasure which is laid up
in heaven where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt and where thieves do mnot
break through and steal. Has our health
been broken? Then we may see the wis-
dom of looking forward to the land where
there is no sickness. Have our loved
ones been taken from us? Then we may
see the wisdom of preparing to meet them
in the happy regions beyond. Have our
ambitions falled? Have men proved false?
Then we may see the wisdom of putting
our trust, not in horses nor in chariots,
nor in men, but in the Lord God of
hosts. In what other ways have we as
individuals learned to be wiser? If we
have learned these lessons, which the
Hebrew poet long ago learned, then the
year has been one of great profit to our
souls.

Grumble? No; what's the good?
11 it availed, I would;

But it doesn’t a bit—

Not it.

Laugh? Yes; why not?

"Pig better than crying a lot;
We were made to be glad,
Not sad.

Bing? Whuy, yes, to be sure,
We shall better endure

If the heart’s full of song
All day long.

Love? Yes, unceasingly,
Ever increasingly;
Friends' burdens wearing
Their sorrows sharing;

Their happiness making,
For pattern taking
The One above,
Who is love.
—Motherhood.

Two Men
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at Prayer

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican
Toric ¥or THE WEEK OF JANUARY 5, 1913,
Luke 18: 9-14.
REV. R. 0. ARMSTRONG, MA, B.D., VigpEx, MAN.

HILE this contrast in characters

is accepted as a parable, we can
ee that it differs from other
parables in being more direct.

“Two men" again! The human world
is full of contrasts. There is “ this man”
and * that man "; they may be both white
men, both of the same community,
church, even belong to the same family,
yet two very distinet types, like Jacob and
Esau.

Christianity is essentially a life. The
Pharisee may have had a good ereed and
the publican a bad one; Jesus ignored
their creeds and contrasted their charac-
ters. It is not the tree, but the fruit, by
which men are wont to judge.

A glance at the ba¢kground of the par-
able will help make its meaning clearer
and more emphatic.

The parable is found in Luke only. He
is the evangelist who writes particularly
to the Gentiles. He and Paul show by
story and argument that Christianity is
for the world. They show that grace is
free and for all, and that the inner life
is the true measure of a man, not out-
ward appearance.

Again, Jesus was the mediator of new
ideals. The religion of the Pharisee
might do for an age when there was less
light and the Word of the Lord was
gearce, but it was time now to repent and
seek higher planes. A new day was
dawning. The day of ritualistic and
legal religion was passing away.

This “legal” religion engendered a
feeling of self-satisfaction. It measured
itself by arbitrary external standards. 1
fast twice in the week; I give tithes of
all that 1 possess.” This was more than
the “law” required, consequently he felt
“more than good.” Compare with this
Paul's personal experience as portrayed
in Phil. 3: 48. He tells us that the
things which were gain to him he counted
(when he came to see himself in the true
light) loss for Christ. Those outward
rules and measurements deceived him
and deceived others. More than that,
they arrested his mental and spiritual
growth,

The inevitable result of that form of
religion is the creation of invidious dis-
tinctions between the “ good " and “ bad "
people, saints and sinners, Christians
and the *world.” The temptations to
exalt ourselves are very great. ‘When
you hear people talking sanctimoniously
about “we Christians,” look out for the
old type of the self-righteous Pharisee.
They are the descendants of the old
“legal righteousness,” which had fits
gatisfaction in *iiving up™ to some
standard. “We Christians” implies
“you sinners.” “We™ are better than
“yow," of course! In other words, we
thank God we are not as other men, being
so much better! The plety that exalts
itself in that way shall be abased. Pro-
fessionalism in religion is a dangerous
thing.

The teachings of this parable seem to
be more difficult to lay hold of than some
of the others. Two lessons are empha-
sized in particular; first, to those who
trusted in themselves as being righteous

(margin), and, second, to those who
exalt themselves. Indirectly it forms a
lesson on prayer, because it shows the
proper spirit and frame of mind for
prayer.

The Pharisee and publican are intro-
duced, we are inclined to think, not as
types of the whole class of pharisees or
publicans, but incidentally. It would
manifestly be unfair to judge all by one.
That would be arguing from a particular

premise to a general conclusion. We
are too apt to do that. If we find one
bad Roman Catholic, we are too ready to
conclude that all are bad. They are apt
to reach the same conclusions about
Protestants.

“Went up to the temple to pray.” Is
there any better or surer way to read
men's characters than by the way they
pray? The hand or head cannot com-
pare with that. There 18 where we
show our real selves. Tell us how you
pray and we will tell you what you are!
Prayer is self-revealing.

What was the matter with the Phari-
gee's prayer? We have no reason to sup-
pose that he was lying. He was not con-
sclously a hypoerite. The trouble with
the prayer appears on the face of the
parable, “He prayed with himself.” It
did not rise very high. It wasn't the
prayer such as God can hear. What kind
of a prayer does He hear ? He begins
right any way—" God.” But it is charac-
teristic of his type to make self the
centre, They may go away from that,
but back they will come, “1" is the
end, other factors are the means to that
end. Even thankfulness is to be meas-
ured by its quality. He thanked God.
What for? Not that he shared in a com-
mon redemption with them; or for the
privileges of serving and suffering for
them, but that he was better than any
one else—especially this publican. How
many “ I's" are in his prayer?

‘According to his own estimate he was
a paragon of piety. He was not required
by law to fast more than once a year,
and the law did not require tithes of all
a man possessed, It is here we have a
glance at what are called works of super-
erogation. Look the expression up and
see what is its relation to free grace and
justification by faith—the truths which
brought about the Reformation.

One great trouble with this man’s esti-
mate was that he looked at himself out-
wardly, and illogically concluded that be-
cause he was all right in some respects
he was in all respects. It does not do to
look at our lives in patches. No man
liveth to himself. We are socially and
morally members one of another. Our
brother's burden is ours too. His joy or
shame ig ours.

Some member of the League might
be asked to contrast the Pharisee’s
prayer with Solomon's—1 Chron. 29:13,
or with David's—Psa. 51: 8, These were
ideals with which the Pharisee should
have been famillar. There was no con-
fession in his prayer, no ghort-comings
to mention, no deficiency anywhere. All
was complacent and satisfactory. Great
man he! Why, to think he needed to
pray at all!

fn the Publican’s prayer we have evi-
dences of the elements of true prayer,
a conception of God's holiness, a sense of
sin, of God's mercy, of an atonement, a
gense of humility and the proper way to
geek justification. See Titus 3: 57; Psa.
61:17.

These are the men who are justified in
God's sight. They are more concerned
about their own short-comings and sins
than about other people’'s. The judgment
that Jesus pronounced shows the affinity
between the human and divine natures.
Does not human nature despise the man
who boasts of himself, of his own good-
ness, the man who “pushes himself,” who
“engineers his own applause”? So does
God. But the man who is humble, who
seeks another's good, esteems others bet-
ter than himself, condescends to men of
low estate, is greatly esteemed among
his fellows; and he is of great worth in
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the sight of God. He that humbleth him
self shall be exalted."

Where are these Pharisees? Do not
waste any time looking abroad; look
within. Luther said he feared the Pope
that was in his own heart more than the
one at Rome. Beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees! Have you ever been cen
sorious? Have you ever been tempted to
look for faults in other people and over
look your own? Have you ever neg
lected to uplift the community and at the
same time try to pray?

One member should take up the ques

tion of extreme gelf depreciation, show-
ing the distinetion between that and self-
rellance. Look up Tennyson's poem on
“St. Simeon Stylites.” The whole par-
able offe a profitable study on the dif
ference between an inner religion of life-
growth and spontaneity, and an external,
legal, perfunctory, routine kind. It is a
contrast between the cold, rational ideals
of ritualism and the fervent, heaven-born
ideals of evangellsm. One “despises”
those not of its particular brand, the
other seeks all men’s good, knowing that
it is by the mercy of God we are saved

Thoughts on Prayer
(Third Paper.)
REV. W. 8. PASCOE, D.D., HAMILTON

HENEVER we draw near to God
W in prayer we address One who
has before-hand pledged Himself
to hear us. Nothing that interests us is
uninteresting to Him. We can have Him
as the “man of our counsel” always
Many things that are of interest to us
may be deemed of little real interest or
importance by others, but God does not
80 regard them. He is our loving Father
as well as our Lord and King, “Li
father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him,” and so He
bids us go to Him with all our affairs,
whether they be big or little. Wisdom
points in that direction, and we do well
to take heed to her monitions
The occurrences of our daily life make
it necessary that we appeal to God for
direction and help. Listen to what an
ancient heathen has to say Xenophon
writes: “Pray to God at the beginning
of thy works, that thou mayest bring
them to a good conclusion.” Good advies
that, from a man who did not and could
not know the Christ, who said, “ What
soever ye shall ask In my name, that 1
will do, that the Father may be glorificd
in the Son. If ye ask any thing in my
name, 1 will do it."
Now, if our works are to be brought to
a “good conclusion,” we must pray for
divine guidance, both before we begin and
while we pursue those “ works,” or we
shall be puzzled by our difficuities and
our mistakes may ensnare us Jvery
step we take must be “ordered of the
Lord." His counsel must be followed and
applied. This must be our dominant
thought

Yot mine, not mne the choice,
In things or great or small;
Be Thou my guide, my strength,

My wisdom, aud my all"”

We should avoid a dangerous thing,
which Christmas Evans points out, when
We approach the mercy-seat. He says,
“There may be dictating even in asking
for spiritual blessings, when we ask for
them, forgetting the channel in which God
ordinarily dispenses them; there is a for
getfulness of ‘according to Thy will'”
Nevertheless, we must be specific in our
petitions and earnest in presenting them

Adan In his “Private Thoughts,
helps us suggestively. 8 vs he, “ Be sur
not to ask only a little from God.” For
himself he afirms “1 put my prayers
into Christ's hands; and what may I not
expect from them when I have such an
advocate?” With him Matthew Henry
quite agrees, for he gives us this advice:
“When you send up your prayers, be
sure to direct them to the care of the
Redeemer, and then they will never mis-
carry.” He knew that from experience.
Do we?

We have every reason to expect great
things from God. To realize our expec-
tations ‘ve must love and trust Him fully,
Half measures In soul matters are ruin-
ous; remember that. To an earnest sup-
plicant who asked Him for a blessing

for his suffering child, Jesus said: “If
thou canst believe, all things are possible
to him that believeth.,” So that we learn
this—ths ayerful trust is a
very forep Try it

Jeremy Taylor wrote, long ago, what
we may prove to-day: * Prayer can ob
tain everything; can open the windows
of heaven and shut the gates of hell; can
put a holy constraint upon God, and de
tain the angel until he leave a blessing.”

Here is a too much forgotten precept
of the Master, *“When thou prayest
enter into thy closet, and when thou hast
shut the door pray to thy Father.” N
glect of secret prayer starves the soul

| e
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There

And only sufferers watch the night ;

But long ago there was song and glow,
And a message of joy from the Prince

And the Christmas song of the messenger

The echoes of life shall forever prolong.
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the door and knock, if any man will open
the door 1 will come in to him, and sup
with him and he with Me.” Shut in with
God! Let us give Him good entertain-
ment. Our love, our loyalty, our service,
our all. His acceptance of our hospitality,
however poor it may be, if it be our best,
shall be His pledge that we shall be His
guests, too. O waiter upon God, believe
it. When you will, you shall partake His
feast of fat things during ull your wilder-
ness-life, if you keep on terms with Him. It
shall be such a ministering to your needs
that whatever befalls, you shall be con-
tent. “My people shall be satisfied with
my goodness,” is a proclamation of His,
Expect great things then; and be ready
for them. Yes, let us enter our closet
constantly, and be sure to shut the door
What better can we hope for than such
communion with God as we shall know
there. When we shall come forth from
that soul-feast, it shall be demonstrated.
by day, t the Father who seeth
cret gives rewards openly. And some
day, when going to} or coming from, or
even when within that closet, this mes
sage will be spoken—and it shall com.
plete our bliss:

“ Ascend, Beloved, to the joy,
The festal day has com

To-night the Lamb doth feed His own,

'o-night He with His bride sits down,

To-night puts on the spousal crown,
In the great supper-room

8 silence high in the midnight sky,

of Light;
throng

—Frances Ridley Havergal.

“ 8hut thy door.” Double bar it against
the entrance of everything that can pos-
sibly come between the Father's love
and our needy life. Nothing that checks
prayerfulness and hinders reverent ap
proach to God must have place there, no,
not even in our thoughts. Shut in with
God! Think of it.- Think, too, of His
condescension to our unworthiness; of
His goodness and our sin; of His great-
ness and our littleness. Well, what then?
Why this—He is there in fulfilment of
this promse of His: *“ Behold I stand at

The festal lamps are lighting now
In the great marriage hall;
By angel hands the board is spread,
By angel hands the sacred bread
Is on the golden {able laid;
The King His own doth call,

Sorrow and sighing are no more,
The weeping hours are past;
To-night the waiting will be done,
To-night the wedding-robe put on,
The glory and the joy begun,
The crown is won at last.”
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Junior Topics

DEC. 15—AN APPEAL TO YOUTH.
Eccles. 12.

See 1 Sam. 3: 116; 1 Sam. 16: 11-16;
John 6: 1-13. Tell the story as given in
Luke 2: 43-50. The story may be told of
Jesus as a boy in Nazareth, of his journey
and what it meant to him to go to the
temple. Tell of the service by which he
stepped out of childhood and became a
son of the law. Like all boys he had been
subject to His parents. He no doubt
worked with His father Joseph as a car-
penter. He was faithful to any duty com-
mitted to him. He was unselfish. He
attended regularly the services of the syn-
agogue. Heing in the temple, his interest
was in things he was seeing and hearing.
God spoke to Him in words meaning,
“You belong to Me. It is time you let
people know that you belong to your
Heavenly Father.” He had heard the call,
and the natural thing was for him to stay
in God’s House and learn what His Heav
enly Father would have Him do. Refer-
ence might also be made to the call of
Samuel, of Moses, of David, or of Joshua
and others. God calls you. Has some one
said to you, or has anything within you
said, * You belong to God. It is time
for you to stand up on Decision Day in
your Sunday School, and say, “ I belong
to God, and 1 wiil belong to his Church” ?
He wants you *~ belong to Him, not by
doing things i cown-up people, but by
just being a boy or a girl for Him, There
is one way to complete manhood, and that
is fellowship, companionship with Jesus!

DEC. 22—THE ART OF MAKING
OTHERS HAPPY. Prov. 15:15; John
13: 1317

When our dear Lord came to this earth
and took upon Him our robe of flesh, He
brought something the world had never
known before. In glimpses humanity
had seen the spirit of brotherhood, but
until Jesus was born in Bethlehem, there
was no abiding here of that heavenly
spirit. We have studied the lessons of
His life, learning of His gracious words
and of His healing power to body, mind
and soul. The pathway from the cradle
to the cross was ever watched by angels,
and briers and thorns were sown by many
thankless men. No Christmas time ever
comes without bringing freshly to us the
thought of His matchless love and life.
we each take the same road, following
the Star in the East to the same goal
where stood the shepherds and the wise
men. We kneel again beside the Babe
and offer Him our gifts. We have few
greater satisfactions in our hearts and
homes than those which arise from our
own self-denial that we may make others
happy. The gift which mother planned
weeks ago, for which she economized, on
which she sewed when the children were
asleep is worth all the love that went
into its making, and cannot be valued
by dollars and cents. We, too, secretly
plan to show our love to mother and
father, to sister and brother. But outside
our own comfortable homes we will try
to give happiness. In a home not far
away is a little woman in a new land.
She is longing for a letter perchance from
the home land. She sees her husband,
thin and worn and weary with the hard
ships of dally toil. Her boys and girls
look shabby, and she wonders where she
will get warmer clothing for the cold
days. Baby will hang up her Christmas
stocking, but the gifts will be few and
simple. A longing comes to the loyal,
loving heart for a bit of old life, for a
tempting dinner, for the sgurprises of
friendship, for the old chureh, for the
music of the organ, for all the charm
which is, so common-place to some of
us and for which she is homesick. Could

we send her some Christmas cheer? Could
we help make her and the children any
happier? Ask your deaconess or your
pastor for the name?  The joy which
comes with the Christmas tree, the Christ-
mas song, the Christmas stocking is not
gone with the day; it endures through the
frost and snow, and helps us in our life
for the rest of the year. To every one
God sends a merry Yuletide. The story
of the wise men as given in Ben Hur
might be told, or Dickens'* Christmas
Carol might be used. See Psa. 72: 10;
Psa. 60: 3; Mic. 6: 2—-CGW,
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of the little yellow fingers that gathered
the leaves, will you not pray that hearts
may be opened to the sunshine of God's
love, as the little tea leaves open in the
sunshine on the hillside of Chinaland?
Tell of the funny little houses the people
live in, and the refreshments served when
you call.

How do the boys and girls in blue
study geography? Why does a Chin
mother bind the feet of her baby gir
In the girls' schools taught by our mis-
sionaries have the girls a happy time?
What is now their happiest day of the

are bold,

=%

room bright,

When the apples are sweet, oh I just

Till my buttons are most apt to fly,
And Daddy can't see what the troubls

When 1 say that I don’t care for pie !

&

When the leaves of the beecl
When the hazel-nuts dropp
When the butternuts fall and the squirrels

Then games in the forest a-e
prime!

But my favorite tree only comes once a year,
When the others are covered with snow :
It sprngs up in the night in the drawing

And both apples and nuts on it grow

With toys for each child,—so
1 know you'll agree

That the best one of all is

the gay Christmas tree.

eat and eat

can be

tree are turning to gold,

g keep time.

DEC. 20—SCHOOL BOYS AND GIRLS
IN CHINA. Luke 2: 4252,

In the first five chapters of our study
book we have learned of China and its
older people, and now we are to hear of
the boys and girls. As the book is an
inexpensive copy, we would suggest that
the pictures be cut out and pasted on
cards and distributed amongst the juniors.
If you can obtain postal cards for illnstra-
tions, or, better still, slides for illustra-
tion, so much the better.

Tell of the modes of travel. What meth-
ods are adopted by the people to keep
themselves warm? How do people salute
each other when they meet? When you
drink your cup of tea will you not think

year? Will we not pray that one day
some of our juniors will go to China to
tell boys and girls that the rainbow of
God’'s promise is for them too? See the
April Eeworts Ega, 1907—C.G.W.

JAN. 5—HOW TO LIVE IN 1913, Psa.
90: 12,

“1t 18 a good thing always to face for-
ward.” Paul said, “ This one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, 1 press toward the
mark.” In 1913 there is work for us to
do. Tasks await our energy. Opportu-
nitles there will be for helpfulness and
usefulness. Tardy or lazy we may have
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been, but we will takc courage, and with
fidelity and faith we will press forward
and march steadily on. We will live to
make to-morrow better than to-day. We
will keep our tools bright by usage. In-
dolence and discontent we will lay aside.
Like Daniel we will have a purpose true,
and by obedience, unselfishness, and love
we will follow Jesus. Every good thing,
every mnoble thing must be won. The
road may be steep and hard, but our
Master is able to help us over every dif-
ficulty. Sometimes it may run amidst
sweet flowers, Jesus said, “ Be of good
cheer, 1 have overcome the world.” *“In
all these things we are more than con-
querors through him that loved us.”

SHINING FOR JESUS,
(Air: “Jesus Loves Me.")
Like the little stars above,
For our Saviour we would shine,
Borrowing our golden light
From His presence all divine,

CHORUS.
Shining for Jesus,
Shining for Jesus,
Shining for Jesus,
Because He bids us shine,

In the beautiful blue sky,
Glow the tender stars above; ,
Lo, we Christian children shine
In the sky of God's deep love.
—C.G. W.

JAN. 12—BIBLE B'S (Bible Reading).
Eph. 5: 1.

(The old illustration of a bee hive and
Swarm of bees may be drawn by the super-
intendent before the meeting.)

Last summer | watched a man get a
swarm of bees. Can anyone tell me how
he did it? He wanted the bees for their
honey, of course, and was willing to go to
some trouble and to suffer some pain, per-
haps, in order to get the swarm.

It is difficult to get a swarm of Bible
“Be's,” too, but they will fill our lives and
the lives of others with sweetness that is
better than honey. How can we get a
swarm of Bible “Be's"? We must hunt
up the verses and learn them, but is that
really getting them for one’s own? We
must try each day to really be what the
verses say, and then we shall have their
sweetness in our lives, and all our friends
will taste this sweetness, too.

(Let the leader call for these verses in
order and write the thought of each on
the board.)

Be contented (Heb. 13; 5b); glad (Psa,
32: 11); humble (Rom. 12;16); holy (1
Pet, 1: 15; diligent (Eph. 6:6; Rom. 12:
11); kind (Eph. 4: 32, Rom. 12: 16;
courageous (Jos. 1: conquerors of evil
(Rom. 12: 21). Other verses may be
added.

We can try to be all that the Bible holds

CONTENTED.
D,

GLA

ND.
COURAGEOUS.
CONQUERORS.

up to us as our ideal. Of course we can't
be perfect all at once, but the apostle
John encourages us by telling us what we
“shall be.” (1 John 3: 2). 1Is it not a
wonderful promise that we shall be like
Him?—Epworth Herald.

What is the thought of Christmas?
Giving.
What is the hope of Christmas
Li
What is the joy of Christmas?
Love.
No silver or gold is needed for giving,
f the heart is fllled with Christmas
love,
For the hope of the world is kindly living,
Learned from the joy of God above,
—Laura Hooker.

ving.
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To the Epworth Leaguers of the London

Conference
From the 5th Vice-President of the Conference

DEAR FELLOW-LEAGUERS:

Another year has almost gone into
eternity. What have you and I accom-
plished for Christ during that time? Is
there one person who is the better be-
cause of our lives? Is there one person
who is worse becausé of us? Have we let
God use us to bring at least one soul—
man, woman, girl or boy—to Christ? 1
believe these are questions we should look
square in the face and answer before the
busy season starts. Let us take stock of
the past year.

Could we not apply these questions to
our Junior work as well? Have our
Junior Leaguers increased in spiritual
life, in missionary zeal, in Bible knowl-
edge, in numbers and sociability? Oh, let
me beseech those of you who have the
care of the Juniors, to lead them along
spiritual lines. Get the little ones to
realize God is near them, an ever-present
Friend. Get them to ask Jesus about
everything they do. Teach the spirit of
prayer and communion. Give them such
a strong foundation that no unfriendly
criticism will ever shake them in after
years. They will never forsake what they
have experienced. Superintendents! never
forget your great responsibility—that
word means our response to God's ability
—and we know His ability has no limit.
Let us, then, respond to it, for with us
rests the moulding of many a life for
God. Blessed opportunity! how we
should grasp it.

I am afraid the 5th Vice-Presidents
of the different districts and the local
Leagues have failed to reach the stand-
ard this past year. So often I receive
word that' in such and such a place there
are lots of Juniors but no leaders, or that
there is no possibility of a Junior
League; but I believe in almost every
place where there is a Senlor Epworth
League there should be a Junior. Our
leaders sometimes complain that our Ep-
worth Leagues are failing to reach the
alm they started out with, and why?
Because there are no Junior Leagues to
put trained workers in the Senior. 1
have yet to find a dead Senior League
where there has been a good wideawake
Junior League for five or six years.
Juniors must be trained to bécome
Seniors.

Will you not bestir yourselves? Find
a leader, organize a Junior League, if
only of twelve members. You say, * We
have no leader.”” Well, then, organize it
and lead it yourself. 1f you don't know
how, learn through experience. Take
some person in to help you, and together
you can make it a success. You “can’'t?”’
Oh, but you can! Paul says, “1 can do
all things through Christ who strength-
eneth me.” And I do not believe Paul
would have let any obstacle keep him
from doing his duty, and neither should
you.

Now, just a word to the 5th Vice-Presi-
dents of the different districts. Will you
please write me the number and condi-
tion of your Leagues? How many Junior
Leagues have you visited during your
term of office? Are you keeping in touch
with each Junior League in your dis
trict? 1 sincerely hope you are. It is
the only way to keep the Societies going.
Could you not plan a District Conven-
tion for your Juniors? The Chatham
District had one last year, and it was a
decided success. 1 would be glad to give
you any help, if you will request it.

1 would like to write a few words to
the Superintendents of the local Leagues
in this Conference. What plans have you

for the Christmas? Even though it is a
busy time, do you not think our Juniors
should be trained to look on Christmas
as a time of giving because it is Christ's
birthday that “ whatsoever ye do in my
name, ye do it unto me,” and if the
Juniors were made to feel that every gift
or little Christmas cheer they gave to an-
other, they were giving it to Christ, do
you think it would be a good plan? Will
yYou not put forth an effort to do this?
It may only be five cents a member; it
may only be a song sung, a prayer
offered, a little flower given; but all in
Christ's name—yet what an influence on
the child's life! Will you write me tell-
ing your plans for the Christmas week?
Let our Junior Leagues of this Confer-
ence stand out for unselfishness this
Christmas.

Our own League here has just finished
a contest, but instead of the usual enter-
taining, the losing side, with Fay Ander-
son as captain, are getting up a little
informal concert. During the concert
there will be fifteen minutes' intermis-
sion, in which the losing side will pass
around home-made candy. We will
charge no fee, but will have at the door
the collection plate, and every sunior and
visitor will be asked to give a free-will
offering of whatever they like, We will
use this money, if enough, to buy a piece
of furniture for the Children's Shelter;
if not enough, will use it in giving cheer
to someone. Besides this, I expect them
to send a box to the Deaconess Home in
Toronto. This means work, but it is bet-
ter than spending it all on self, and I do
want my Junfors to be unselfish. Last
SBunday, in our thanksgiving service,
about a dozen Juniors told what they
were thankful for. And I was so pleased
none gave a selfish answer, It was either
for “care of God," for “parents,” for
“nature,” for “Junior League,” for “life,”
or for “Christian leaders,” etc, and so,
while trying to plant the seeds in their
lives, they teach us many a lesson.

Will you not as superintendents con-
trive some such plan for your Juniors?
If you have ne poor in your town or
county perhaps vou have a lonely per-
son, a shut-in, or av aged one, Could not
your Juniors take some little cheer to
them, sing and pray with them, do up
their work, or in some way make Christ
mas brighter? If you cannot do this, let
them plan to send a bag or box of toys
or clothing or picture books to the Dea-
coness Homes, Children's Shelters, Old
Folks’ Homes. There are plenty of these
all over our Conference.

In' closing let me send you my heartiest
greetings for the Christmastide and my
best wishes for the New Year, trusting
we may work harder than we have this
year. 1 have only one more year from
now to put in this Conference work.
Will you please help me to make this my
fourth and last year the best of the four?
I cannot do anything without your co-
operation. As a Christmas favor I would
like each of you who reads this letter to
write me about the work. Will you,
please? Let us aim for twenty more
Junior Leagues this year. Can we reach
that? yes, if vou wiLL po Your part,
WiLL you? Praying for a deeper spiritual
life amongst ourselves as well as our
Juniors, 1 remain, your freind,

(Mrs.) L. R. NoxgLr,
50 Joseph St., Chatham, Ont.

FRIENDS,
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Hamilton Conference Epworth League
Convention

The eleventh Convention of Hamilton
Conference Epworth Leagues was held in
Norfolk Street Methodist Church, Guelph,
Oct. 10th and 11th, 1912

At the opening session about 100 dele-
gates assembled, and the number grew to
142 properly appointed representatives, ex-
clusive of large number who were
present throughout from Guelph City
Leagues and their friends. These young
people represented fairly well the many
Sections of the Conference, coming, as they
did, from as far south and east as St
Catharines and Niagara Falls, and as far
north as Hanover and Hobbinton,

Those who attended the last Convention
of this organization two years ago, at Ber-
lin, remarked upon the almost complete
change of personnel in the delegation. Each
succeeding Blennial Convention gathers
practically an entirely new representation.
fow, therefore, can such work as the Con-
vention attempts ever become really out of

date?

The Guelph Convention was unfer the
efficient leadership of Rev. G. A. King,
B.A., President, of Hamilton. In a general
way the Committee sought to make the
Convention particularly educational. For
this purpose it was divided into five group
Conferences, as follows, each group under
the leadership of an expert for three con-
secutive sessions:—

Christian Endeavor,” Mr. Ralph Steele,
Guelph; * Missionary,” Rev. W. E

D. Draper, J. D. Fitzpatrick, Geo.
A. King, W. 8. Danlels, C. 8. Applegath

On Thursday evening, Rev. 8. T. Bartlett
gave an inspiring aduress on the work, and
Dr. Wallace Crawford (missionary) an
address with moving pictures of Japan
and China.

The section engaged on Junior work
adopted and presented to the Convention a
very interesting report, which led to a help-
ful discussion and the adoption of resolu-
tion. (These will appear fully later.—Ikd.)

On Friday evening the Convention assem-
bled for closing session, Hon. W. H. Hearst
Minister of Mines, Forests and Lands, To-
ronto, delivered a splendid address on “ Our
Country's Call to our Young People.” Rev.
J. W. Aikens, Fleld Secretary of Temper-
ynce and Moral Reform, spoke on the great
spiritual needs of our Church, and men-
tioned some signs of an approaching re-
liglous awakening. His words came as a
benediction and found a most befitting con-
clusion to a successful Convention

Officers for the ensuing term elected
were:—

Pres., Rev. W. 8. Danlels, Stoney Cr A
Ont.; Vice-pres. (1), Miss Lettie Allen,
Drumbo, Ont.; (2) Miss A. G. Jolliffe, Ri
wood, Ont.; (3) Rev. M, E. Couron, I
ton, Ont.; (4) Roy Stewart, Fergus, Ont.:
(5) Miss Agnes Butler, Brantford,
Secretary, Rev. C. 8. Appleg H
Harry Card o

1

Sibley, ported by W. S. Daniels, Secretary

LONDON DISTRICT CONVENTION DELEGATES AT DINNER

B.A., West China; “ Literary and Soclal"
Rev. M. E. Couron, B.A., Hamilton; "“Citizen
ship,” Rev. F. Farewell, B.A., Toronto;
“ Junior Worl Miss Agnes Eutler, Brant-

The: Conferences, though hindered
slight for lack of separate rooms in
which to meet, really accomplished the best
and most lasting work of the Convention.
striking feature was that of a
debate, * Resolved, that Summer Schools
and Epworth League Conventions have out-
lived their usefulness.” The affirmative
was supported by Revs. C. D. Draper and
G. 8. Cassmore, and the negative by Rev.
J. H. McArthur and Mr. Robinson. or
course no decision was asked for nor given,
the debaters simply fulfilling the wishes
of the Committee by placing all facts pos-
sible before the Convention, pro and con,
in the most favorable light.

The report of Summer Schools for two
years past, which have been held at Elora,
was presented by the Secretary, and evoked
considerable discussion. e schools
have not been as well attended as the pro-
moters desired, and by some it was arguen
that the results did not warrant the ex-
penditure of time and money entailed.

Two uncontrollable factors seem to render
such schools within the Conference diffi-
culti—(1) There {8 no connexional college
building within the Conference where such
a school may be held; (2) the cost of living
at lake-side resorts within the Conference
where a school might be held is very higl
However, it was pointed out that very
much good work had been accomplished at
the schools already held, and the Conven-
tion almost unanimously voted to continue
the same. following were appointed
a special Committee on Summer Schools:—

London District

The London District held its annual Ep-
worth Convention in the Wellington Street
Methoddst Church, Oct. 17th, 1912, Th

W. L. Hiles, B.A., District Presi s In
the chalr, and gave the opening address
The programme proved to be profitable and
practical. letter was read from Rev. G.
B. Hartwell, and the Rev. O. Darwin was
present and gave a brief outline of his ex-
perience during his travel by automobile,
rallway and ferry.

The Conventlon expressed its appreciation
of Mr, Hartwell's letter, and particularly on
being favored with a visit from Mr. Darwin.
The Leaguers assure our misslonaries of our
continued prayers, sympathy and support

The Rev. A. B Secretary of th
Conference Summer School, presented a ve
full report of the development of the Hp-
worth League and the natural evolution of
the summer school. He reported the last
session of the summer school in St. Thomas,
the most successful, both In attendance and
the spiritual fervor of any session yet held.

The genlal General Secretary of the Young
People’s Socleties gave the closing address

the forenoon's @ession. We the him
for pointing out some of our failu We

we may mot oniy be able to retain the
spinit of our forefather. but mo and in
the adaptation of ourselv 7 the tasks of
to-day reveal we have their spi't in a double
portion.

The Convention were entortaine
ner and tea the basement by
people of Wellington Street
soclal hours very much.
disaster marred the whole day's procee'ing
At the dinner hour the Rev. 8. T. Bart. tt

to photograph the Conventio

Rev.

ent,
&
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Just imagine his disgust a little later when
he fired the broken glass of the camera into
the furnace. We accept the camer's compli
ment, and leave the readers
it would mean had it happened at their Dis-
trict Convention. (See actual plcture on
this page, and mark the reporter's error. The
1ditor rarely depends on one plate—ED.)
The Conference Epworth League President,

s to interpret what

Sawyer, opened the afternoon ses:
ith an address on *The Citizen of
h' He stated he bejieved the BEp-
worth League a better school for the train-
ing of citizens than the naval policy of &
political party. He criticized the modern
moral ideal as very low, if judged by the
bad workmanship of the average citizen In
public places. He called upon the Epworth
Leaguers to traln and cultivate a citizenship
be above reproach

g, Practical or epiritual paper was
he League Convention than that
Rev. D. N. McCamus, on “ Personal
Evangelism." Bvery Epworth League in this
district will become an evangelistic organ
ization If they but catch the spirit of inspira-
tion in this paper.

The above address Is to appear In full in
the ERA, We understanc

The Convention was then led in a round-
table_conference, Despite the optimism of
our General Secretary, the vote of the Con-
vention was vhat In favor of a pessi-
mistio outlook on present condition.  We
assure the General Secretary we caught some
of his enthusiasm and that we sincerely ap-
pr the round-table conference

The following compose the newly-elected

utive

Rev. T.
slon w
I T

Hazen, B.A.;
790 Queen St.;
W' Herbert, Bryan
Moseip, Thorndale ;
Wla Baker, Littlewood ; (4) Alfred
Avenue; (6) Miss M Long, 84

Cont. Rep., Rev. L. W

Rev
H. McR

Deiinder, Lambeth
School, Miss L. Mc 364 King Street
dst. Sec, Temperance and Moral Reform,

Jones, Betmont.—C. J. Moore
house, Reporter.

Wiarton District

Jpworth League Convention of
striot Wi Hepworth,
jay, Oct. 17th \wention was
well attended, and the st manifested
in this work deepen sed through-
out the thre sesslons, making it a most
helpful and inspiring gathering.

One of the mos aging signs was
the ready way and excellent manner in which
the different 1 nted thelr reports,
it being a decided improvement on forme

Wiarton D

years.
The

pal speaker of the sess was
bley, returned misslonary from
China, who gave an excellent and Instruotive
Advancement of the Mission

prin
W.

Another of
ing of the prize in the essay cont
was glven to Miss Walpole, Oxenden League,

he attractions was the award-
which

subject being, “ What 1 can do to Make
Country Better."
ter each session the delegates were In-
vited to the Sunday School room, where they
were entertalned and tempting refreshments
served. This feature of the programme was
highly appreciated by all,
time was spent dn getting
our fellow workers,

The officers for the ensuing year :—

Hon. Pres., Rev. J. A. Jackson, a,
Pres, Mr. A. H. Aiken, Allenford, Ont.}
Pres; (1) Mr. Geo. Hambly, Shallow 'Lake:

5 Hepworth; (3) Mrs. T.

oster, : Mr_C,'W. McNiven,
arton; ' (5) Mrs. Danard, ~ Kemble
, Miss Lottle Brigham, Allenford. Treas
Howard Baldwin, Oxenden

the
My

pleasant
ainted with

al

Ont. ;
Vic

3. Jewitt
Tara; (

Cobourg District

On  Wednesd
and evening, m

October  23nd,  afternoon
t successful meetings were
hel® §n Port Hi Despite the unfavorable
weather and bad roads the attendance was
most gratifying. The delegates were
tained at the tea hour by the League
church,

The afternoon session consisted of papers
and disoussions on different aspects of young
people’s work in the Epwor sagUe

A paper on “A Social Bvening "

ss Maggle Mills, of Canton. “A Literary
ng € t of 4 paper pre-
sented by Miss Bunton, Port Hope. Rev. Dr.
Laker discussed the s of “Canadian
Citizenship.” A paper on “The Relation of
Leagues to Smith,” who repres
them In West China.
Florence Hall, Wicklo
Centreton, spoke ¢
of Rev, Dr. Smith.”

The missionary subject was further dealt
with in B. Harper, of Cam
bourne, ry Lawless, of Grafton

The ‘subject of “ The Christian BEndeavour
Department " was presented by Mr. Harold

nter-
of the

4
IAfe and Work
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Neal, ol Por! Hope, and Miss Honeywell, of

Centred
At \.l’w eumn lerv1('a addresses were given
iﬂ.c of Baltimore, on

by
Evangalism,” and by Rev. Mr Cragg, of
Peterboro, on * Enthusiasm in Missions
A solo by Mrs. (Dr.) Laker made a very
acceptable “number in the evening pro-
. Mr, Cecll Fulford, of Port Hope
League, aocted as planist for the Convention.
'rne » district officers elected for the year
w

d.?M. Rev. Dr. Laker, Port Hope;
“loe-Pres. 1) Miss Idell Rogers, Cobourg:
(2) Miss Florence Hall, Wicklow; (3) Miss
Bunton, Port Hope; (4) Mr. M E Hal,

B) Miss Mills, Canton. Sec.. Re
Mr. M«'Quadv Baltimor ws., Mr.
Rep. ln Conf., Rev. M.
by Harold B

THE ORCHESTRA OF I ROLEA JU

These young p
district Convention at Watford

yple provided splendid mus
R

with hny other Christian work, but helps the
Leaguer to be famillar with words of Christ
and gwu him or her a special opportunity
to do personal work among the unconverted

Rev. J. B. Cook led the d usdﬂn which
followed. He showed how
have a thorough knowledg:
meet temptation nm.l to ki up the Chris.
tian's spinitual life. A branc (Axl\lu at Blue-
vale, and Mr. Cook felt that there ought to
be one on every circuit.

Reports of the year's work were given by
various delega or two Ikllﬂlhu had
a revision o lllvh‘ membership list. Some
Leagues were losing many by Temovals, Cote
tage prayer meetings were useful in one
League in training young people in public
prayer. Severnl Mission Study Classes have
been organized. On the whole the reponts
were encouraging and optimistic.

At 130 pm nu
Convention me

f an hour's r«nlul
urse in  the
ent, after which
regular meeting
opened, Mr, It
May taking the devo-
tional _exercises, un(l

J. W. Hibbe
President, pu

it is
nf lln- Bible to

C. Wilkinson,
..f nll\r—l League,
spoke helpfully on the
Citizenship  Depart-
ment. He dealt With

use originality, not
relying upon the text-
book and The Fra
for everything.
Mr. W. lh-nl led in
Rt

INIOR L B
for the Strathroy
ling from the left Jealt particularly

they are Beatrice Spurr (violin), George Thompson (violin), with Sabbath obser-

Gertrude
Murfel Napper (planist)
and appreciated

Wingham District

e Epworth League Con
Gornie on Tuesday, October
most Successful in 1is history, from 'the stand-
point of members, earnestness wnd callbre.
'l'h»- convention opened Tuesday morning with
devotional exercises led by Mr. J A, Dassel,
Rev. G. W. Rivers, President, then gave
the opening b gy Tt B Wb
tion of the Executive in sending speakers to
the various Leagues and laid speclal em-
Phasis upon systematic Elvings to mlssmn
also upon the opportunities for work
to the Citizenship Department
sence of Rev. B. H. Robinson, Mr.
read Mr. Robinson's thoughtful address on
the subject * The Consecration Meeting, Is It
Declining? If so, Why?" Causes giwn for
decline were lack of definiteness in preach-
ing, teaching, and church work. Olear, definite
conioepts, thé right attitude of the Individual

his work, our recognition on the part of
the indjvidil of his pereonal responmibility,
a consciousness of God's presence, and joy in
some Christian service would tend to make
the consecration meeting what it was in-
tended to be.

“ What aro the duties of the Prayer Meet-
ing Committee v r S R

Mo heid that the
sponaibility as an evangeliatic a
and showed the great Importance of pra
Hosutrets fn (el worke The Brayet M-fnng
Committee should be responsible for the de-
votional exercises of each meeting, and in-
duce the members to lead in public prayer.
He made the statement that there is no con-
sclentious reason why any Christian young
person, who prays at home, cannot pray in
public. Prayers need not be long, nor elo-
quent 10 be heard. God hears the sincere
prayer. To get the members to take pant in
public pray he suggested, speaking to them
privately before the ser having subjects
for prayer from week to weck, and using sen-

"
elpful _discussion on the two
preceding subjects v. W. J
Ford.  He thought that there is less prs
in our Leagues than formerly. Severs
tors gave their experiences. Some fou
Leagues ready to respond with prayer.
thoughts Vi

taking in new me mbers
mayerful Christian person to lead the devo-
mal exercises, The young people are willing
be led. and the pastor must share this
rasponsibiiity.
very lmnon;m! subject ** The Pocket Tes-
tament Leagu vas
Russell Love.

the movement. One very excellent thing with
the movement Is that it does not Interfere

Coulter (violin), WIill Jackson (clarionet), and
Their services were much enjoyed

vance and patriotism,
saying that we should
study our Govern-
ment more than we

do.
The -uh)wl of Summer Schools was taken
by Mr. J. Huston. After giving a short

account nf the small beginning and rapid
growth of the Summer Sx‘hnol idea, he out
day's programms
at the school. The aim 1)( the school Is to
“quip Christian workers lur more active and
efficlent service. Some for attending
are that it is a time ol oducation along the
lines of missionary work and
that it is a time of |r|9plr)|u0n and most
portant of all, to many it is a time of decision
for their life's work.
most excellent paper was read by Miss
Thursa Garry on the Junior League work.
The Junlor work is growing. First Conven-
Junler Leagues of Ontario held in
Chatham last July. A suitable superintendent
must be consecs |.um1 patient an 1m|n|lv
one who will use simple language. 0 super-
fntendent can SUCOeed Without support from

Senlor Len&u(»

Rev. D. of Ethel, led the discussion.
He belleved it t0 be the work of the church,
.. working with the Juniors.
faking China. a8 e theme, Rev. W.
Sibley, of West hina, gave & most educative
addioss on that wonderful ountry  He spoke
of the mighty movement along educational,
commerofal and industrial lines. At this time-
changing China presents to the Chnistian
world tremendous privileges, and tremendous
responsibilities.

fter the session was dismissed the dele-
gates went again to the basement, where Miss
Wellwood, of West China, showed her curios
of that country.

The evening session opened at 7.30, Rev,
J. 'W. Hibbert presiding. Those who were
present of the officers elect were introduced.
The full list is:—

Hon. Pres, Rev. J. W. Hibbert, Gorrie;
President, Rev. A ¥ Langtord, Kincardine |
Vice-Pres. (1), Rev. W. J. Ford, Teeswater

(2)° Mr, Melvin  Sie emmon, Ethel; (3)_Mr.
wnm Linn, 14.1 Mr. W. Reid,

e; (5 g ,lmknow.
Sec.-Treas., Mr Jd-!m KOI‘V‘. in| m. Rep.
to Conf, Rev. 1. W. J. Kilpatrick, Rol(nwt-,

The ropml of the Resolution Committee
was then given. Several resolutions were
passed, among others were :—

1st. That the Convention was (lellnh(«l
with the presence of two missiona

2nd. That we ralse enough to su ppnn two
missionaries, which would just require an in-
crease of one-tenth in our missionary givings.

Miss Wellwood, of West China, then spoke
on the Womanhood of China. The life of
the Chinese woman is slavery from the cradle
to the grave She is ke
has, after her marriage, which is usually
quite young, two to serve: finst, her mother-

w, and second, her hi 8 her
hu-uhu.nd‘n purchased pmparty, and may be
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sold when e wishes. Buying and sell
of girls for slaves is )rﬁungn among th""
upper classes. Millions ol Chinese women

can say as on.e did: I cannot read a word,
and nobody e mld me mr Jesus), 80 how
oould 1 k.nuw"” the close of her address

Miae Weilwood sang i Cmnese
The closing address was given by Rev, W.
B, Sibley, on the religious Iife of the Ghisess:
There are two main classes of religious life
among them. First,
condly, demon wonrship.
that ail’ have three souls. One stays with
the body, one enters the ancestral tablet, and
one goes to the spirit world. They do not
distingulsh between the spiritual and the
material, and so provide food for the hungry
spirits.  Six thousand pilgrims have been

a heathen shrine, One man set out to travel
on his hands and Xnoes 1,200 miles. They
do this from a sense of their gullt, and in
a_desire to find peace, hoping by these
arduous dutles to lay up merit for themselves
in the day of reckoning. The Chinese, when
converted, make good, earnest Christians

vote ‘of thanks was given to Gorre Ep
worth League for thelr hospitality to the
delegates, and this most helpful and inspiring
« ()ll\l\nllo" was vanu;:'m to a close Reported
by W. J. Huste

District Field Work in the West

The following, from a lette it
Rev. H. R D etter written by

. Haddon, ?~||||duy S( hool Secre-
of Lacombe Distric .. Bives 80
d.-nmlmlm. of the lmul of work our
! 0, that we print it for
reader, tract needs no com-
ment, but tells arly the character of
work the whole Secretarial Staff are en-
voring to do everywhere. Mr. Haddon

I met
Westman,
nd drove him on to ”4“(](
of sixteen miles. On Sunday e started
out about 8 o'clock for the morning ap-
pointment. When vu r-u- hed the little log
church, behold it all in darkness. Dur-
ing the week the pastor had informed his
flock of the Field Secretary's visit and
that he would have a lantern and slides
with him, so they made appropriate
arrangements accordingly. About 11 o'clock
the church was filled to the doors with
men, women and children, seager to know
more concerning the work of the Sunday
School. At the appointed hour the ser-
vice commenced, the pastor taking the
opening exercises after which Mr, est-
man took charge, introducing to us first of
all our venerable Dr. Carman and other
onnexional officers. e n took us on a
trip from Newfoundland to British Colum-
Lia, showing by the way the various diffi-
culties with which we had to contend in
Sunday bcmml work The lecturer then
went on to show just what had been done,
beginning \Allh the Lrudle Roll department,
then the Primary, and on right through to
the organized Adult Bible Class. I might
say that our people have never had such a
thorough, interesting, presentation of Sun-
day School work, and I am sure that wher-
ever this illustrated lecture is given the
result will be greater enthusiasm and in-
creased interest in the wi

Immediately fulluw(nl the mDI‘nlll! ser-
vice, “after eating a bite,” as the Wester-
ner says, we drove ﬂe\en mllel fnrlher on,
to a Norweglan settlement, where we had
ancther profitable service which will no
doubt result in the organization of a Sun-
day School among these peop)

After this meeting we came back to
Bentley for evening service. Here we had
the most impressive service of the day.
The church was packed to the doors, mostly
young people. Brother Westman certainly
handled his audience from beginning to
end, and his message and appeal for ear-
nest Christian service reached every heart.

Monday we started out for Rimbey, 20
miles north-west uf Benlle), reachln: our
destination about P W nt right
to the church nnd nttende to (he neces-
sary fixings for the evening meeting. Un-
fortunately, from our point of view, it
started to rain about 7.30, which interfered
with the attendance very largely. Notwith
standing this drawback there were 66 peo-
ple present. After the lectute we had a
little conference which resulted in the
organizing of a Cradle Roll.

Next morning we intended to drive 15
miles farther west to a place called Wit-
tenburg, but owing to the rn'n Ind snow

postpone that ement.
After dinner we started back ror entley,
and the following morning for Lacombe, gei-
ting there just in time for Brother Westman
to catch the train for his next appointment,
having driven on the Bentley Circuit a dis-
tance of about 110 miles,

Mr. Westman took the train for Alix,
east of Lacombe, where Brother Brooke,
one of our energetic probationers, met him,
and drove on to Mirror, a distance of e|[ht

miles. Here the service was not very well
attended, however those that were present
received a gerat blessing, which_ resulted
in organizing a Cradle Roll, The next
point was Clive, Here also the attendance
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¥Friday morning Brother Westman en-
trained for Blackfolds, Here the effort was
Very encouraging, 56 people being present
at the evening meeting.

Saturday, of course, was set apart for
rest; but the Lakeside appointment of
Blackfolds mission speclally requested our
Field Secretary to give them & service, and

motto:

Do all the good you can, in all the ways
you can, to all the people you can, just as
long as you can,”
responded to the invitation, and was well
repaid, for the Lakeside meeting was one
of the best on the District. Sunday morn-
ng Mr. Westman preached at Lacombe,
and in the evening at Ponoka.

Monday, October 14 was the winding up
session, which took the nature of a district
convention; and I can truthfully say that
this gathering was one of the best Sunday
School conventions ever held in the dis-
trict.”

Sunday School Athletic Asso-

ciation
The Victoria (B.C.) Sunday School Asso
clation has made a new and important de-

parture by organizing an athletlc association
under #ts auspices. The matter has been
in view for some time, Two committees
‘appointed for the purpose of drawing
up a_constitution and other business con-
neoted organization, and on Oct Tth
the committees reported and the organization
was effected.

"The name of the new league s * The Sun;
damy Schools’ Athletic League of Victoria,
and its main objects arc as follows:

W

t.
high jard of honesty,
courtesy and manliness in athletic sport, and
to establish sclentific physical traiming In
the Sunday schools of the city.

o secure and maintain a genuine
amateur basis in sport, and to institute,
regulate and govern inter-Sunday school
gymnasium and athletic meets.”

The league 18 open to Bunday schools, re-

seot or creed, the annual fee

{ competition as they

ves the privilege of sending two delegates
meetings.

The officers eleoted are:—FHon. President,

Patrick ; Presi: , H. G. Beall; Vice-

President, J. F. Andrews: Secretary, George

W. Robinsol rer, G.

3 n; T 3
The three following were chosen as members
of the Board of Governors, J. W. H. King, I
A omas and Mr. Balley.

The affairs of the league will be conducted
by a Board of Governors, which fncludes the
above names and six other members.

This board will meet once a month and the
regular meetings of the league will be held
quarterly, the annual meeting to take place

me time in March.

To conduct specified sports there will be
seotfon committees appointed by the Board
of Governors, and in addition there will be
three standing committees appointed by the
same authority. These will be the Registra.
tion Committee, the Finance Committee and
the Publication Committee.

novel method has been arranged in the
dividing up of the members for competitive
urposes. These will go according to weight
gﬂrml-. 110 to 130 pounds; Intermediates,
90 to 110 pounds; Junlors, 90 pounds and

under.

In the opinfon of Mr. Beall the President.
the welght classification is infinitely better
than by age, and he expects the Idea to work

e o e B. C. Athletlc Union will
be adopted by the new organization.

Lake Superior

The Lake Superior District Young Peo-

Annual_ Convention, held in
Port Arthur and Fort Willlam, Sunday,
Monday and_ Tuesday, October 20 to 22,
was a splendid success.

A large attendance, enthusiasm, individ-
ual Interest, bright congregational singing,
helpful solo  singing, well delivered.
thoughtful addresses, abundantly provided
with good things, earnest, spiritual discus-
slons at the afternoon meeting and round
table, and animated social intercourse
were {stics especially 1

Six sessions in all were held: Sunday
evening, special sermons by the pastors of
all the churches concerned. Monday in

meneral business meeting in the morning

for reports and election of officers: 6 to 6.30

pm., lunch-and round table discussion:

commencing at 7.45, song service.

solos and addresses; the same order of pro-
cedure bnln’ observ he second day.

Spiritual fervor ran high at all the meet-
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ings; people seemed moved to a keen Heathen Abroad—at  Home—
of their obligations as Chris Church,” the Church’s relation lt':y s‘;n.:llt
feeling that more work should be accom- ology, In_ general, but the labor question
plished for t A 3 he Convention and social and moral reform issues in par-
watchword, “Soul Winning" was fre- ticular, were given prominence. Preachers
quently referred to by the speakers who and laymen expressed themselves freely,
thought that more definite effort should be  the predominant feeling being that Chris-
expended in producing the fruits of its pre- tian young people should as a Christian
cepts, duty study soclal questions, with a view to
Rev. H. Hull in his address, Monday ©€quipping themselies to assist in a Christ-
afternoon, criticized the Young People's vay the solution of the perplexing
Socleties generally for not trying to open industrial problems and White Slave Traffic.
nt possibllities In their younger Rev. Shaver lald emphasis on the idea of

members, f . “'Leaders are born, personal service, ‘' decfding to win a fel-
not made,” and he went on to show that low, then sticking to him until he was won
unless this spirit became prevalent, suc- for Christ™

cess would not attend the efforts of any After the final address, Tuesday evening,

soclety in any great measure. He also ' Works that Follow," Rev. Andrew

emphasized the fact that the senior mem- Reld, the audience rose to sing the closing
bers of the socleties should EIY particular hymn, “ Take my life.” Solemnity reigned,
attention to young people about the ages and as the strains of that beautiful, soul-
of 14 to 18 that they be not given an oppor- inspiring hymn rose and fell it seemed as

tunity to drift from the church. if never before had the words and music
% At the Monday Round Table discussion, greater Individual import. The convention
ociety Problems and their Solution” closed and thé delegates dispersed, con-

also Tuesday's afternoon gencral discus scious of having re:
slon following three addresses Christian work. —Re

1 u new impetus to
ol by F. . Moore.

seuis o CHRISTMAS

The Long Patrol | The Black Creek Stop-

.
A Tale of the North-West ping House
Mounted Police By NELLIE L. McCLUNG
Author of " Sowing Seeds in
By H. A. CODY Danny " and " The Second
Author of “ The Frontiersman " Chance.”

f 5 CLOTH, $1.00.
and " The Fourth Watch. All who have read Mrs. McClung's pre-
vious volumes will welcome this latest
CLOTH, $1.25. work from her pen.

The A Romance of | C Firi
Wildcatters |Billy Goat Hill | o

A Tale of Cobalt B MARY JOHNSTON
By S. A, WHITE | ALICE HEGAN RICE | Aythor of * To Have
Author of " The Author of “|Mrs. Wiggs and to Hold”
Stampeder,” etc. | ofthe Cabbage Patch.”
CLOTH, $1.25. $1.25. $1.50.

RHYMES OF A ROLLING STONE

THE NEWEST BOOK
By ROBERT W. SERVICE

The Poet of the Yukon

Author of “Ballads of a Cheechako,” “Songs of a
Sourdough,” “Trail of '98.”

Price—Cloth, $1.00; Cloth illustrated, $1.50; Illustrated Edition,
leather, $2.00.

Mr. Service needs no recommendation. The fact that over
200,000 copies of his poems have already been sold in Canada speaks
well for the success of this newest volume.

BOOKS SENT POSTPAID AT ABOVE PRICES

AT ALL BOOKSELLERS, OR FROM
113 . PUBLISHER
William Briggs:":aue T oronto
WRITE AT ONCE FOR OUR SPECIAL CHRISTMAS CATALOGUE
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Seasonable Quotations

They gave to Thee
Myrrh, frankincense, and gold;
But, Lord, with what shall we
Present ourselves before Thy Majesty,
Whom Thou redeemest when we were
sold?
We've nothing but ourselves, and scarce
that either;
Vile dirt and clay;
Yet it is soft, and may
Impression take.
Accept it, and on this sordid metal make
Thy holy image, and it shall outshine
The beauty of the golden mine,

~Jeremy Taylor.

Blow, bugles of battle, the marches of
peace,

East, west, north, and south, let the long
quarrel cease;

Ning the song of great joy that the angels
began,

Ring of glory to God and good-will to man,
Hark! Joining in chorus
The heavens bend o'er us.

The dark night is ending, and day is
begun;

Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun,

A1l speech flow to music, all hearts beat
as one. —Whittier,

Hark, throughout Christendom, joy-bells
are ringing ;
From mountain and valley, o'er land
and o'er sea,
Sweet choral melodies pealing and thrill-
ing,
Echoes of ages from far Galilee!
Christmas is here,
Merry old Christmas,
(iift-bearing, heart-touching, joy-bringing
Christmas,
Duy of grand memories,
vear!

king of the
—Irving.

What There’s Time For

Lots of time for lots of things,
Tho' it's said that time has wings.
There is always time to find
Ways of being sweet and kind ;
There is always time to share
Smiles and goodness everywhere;
Time to send the frowns away,
Time a gentle word to say,

Time for helpfulne and time
To assist the weak to climb,
Time to give a little flower.
Time for friendship, any hour,
But—there is no time to spare
For unkindness anywhere.
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Total Abstainers

Do you desire to get your life
insurance at the price it should
cost you? If so you won't pa;

the usual premiums, hut 'l
urchase your ini

v.ry favorable terms oloﬂﬂ »

Equity Life Assurance
Company of Canada

which Il nu only um
l R

toul abs {

rs bcmr .rnu
(o total abstainers than any
other aom?lny offers. It has
an u 1

in
business. Any ulrod lntnr-

mation gladly given.

H. SUTHERLAND, President
Confederation Bullding, TORONTO

Dunlop Means
Leadership

No wise buyer abandons
the certain for the uncer-
tain.

All the certainty that it
is possible to get into tires

is in
DUNLOP
BICYCLE TIRES

Made for Canadian Roads

—because the Dunlop line
has been enduring tests for
18 years, has each and every
year, since 1894, outsold
every other known Bicycle
tire.

THE

16 Adelaide Street West
TORONTO
Wil supply Churches, Leagues and Sun-
day Schools with Cuts for illustrating
Programmes, Church Reports, Topic
Cards, ete. First-class work at mode.ate
prleel

GET THE BEST! IT PAYS!

Elliott Business College

Cor. Yonge and Alexander Sts.

TORONTO, ONT.
Is well known as the right place for superior busi-
nau and shorthand education, Positions worth

ons Wi
and .I wo were recently flled by us. Write

—Frank W, Hutt.
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g MANY YOUNG LADIES

(the number increases every
year) find that

ALMA COLLEGE

18 just the kind of school they have
been looking for. It is NOT ONE
of THE MOST EXPENSIVE schools,
but it is ONE OF THE BEST. It
stands for health, inspiration, refine-
ment, vigor, sincerity and good sense
in the c¢ducation of girls and young
women.

For CATALOGUE address—

PRINCIPAL WARNER, St Thomas, Out.

Albert College,
saes Belleville, Ont.

$63.00 pays Board, Room, Tuition, Elec-
tric Light, use of Baths, Gymnasium, all
but books and laundry, for twelve weeks—
longer period at reduced prices.

$30.00 pays Tuition alone for the entire
scholastic year.

Graduates holding the best positions,
Candidates prepared yearly for the exami-
nations held by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Ontario and for Commer-
clal Specialists.

garSpecial attention given to Matricula-
tion, Teachers' Courses, Elocution, Vocal
and Instrumental Musie, Fine Art, Domes-
tie Sclence, Physical Culture.

For Illustrated Calendar, address—

PRINCIFAL DYER, M.A, D.D.

o.'.'l. and Ontario Conservatory of
Musie and Art, Whitby, Ont.
La ." Jacal home Lite in s beauti-
castle, modelled after one
Coll palatial homes of Eng-
0 .‘. H-h uu-lnoarucy
The latest and best equipment in every
department, backed up by the largest and
strongest staff of -peemln- to be found in
any -Tmllnr college in Canada. Sufficiently
near the city to enjoy its advantages in
concerts, etc., and yet away from its dis-
tractions, in an atmosphere and environ-
ment most conducive to mental, moral and
physical stamina. Send for new illustrated
calendar, to
REV. J. J. HARE, PLD,, Principal.

3

SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

We especially Solicit Accounts
with Out-ol-Town Clients,
offering special facilities for
Depositing by Mail.
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