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The Glory of Christ.

By Lina Jeaxerrs WALK.

“If this were twenty centuries ago,

And three wise men shonld seck my houso, nud way,

*We bring glad tidings!  Christ ix horn to day.

Arise and follow yonder star, whose glow

Will lead you to the Christ?

Would 1 ohey,

If this were twenty venturies aga?” .

HE message that comes to us to-day is a

glorious one, full of hope and  prom-
1se.  Centuries ago, when the glad
tidings of Christ's Lirt first came to

man, it was received in awe and wonder; when

the heavens declared it in the bright and shiving

star that, like o fiery finger, pointed the way to

the inn at Bethlehem, and the augel choir re-

peated it in joyful and thrilling notes. Al wha

saw and heard, journeyed to where the Child and

his mother were lying in a stall, and bowed down

and worshiped, confcssing  their belief in the

Saviour.

But what of to-day? Would the fmplied douht
in the last lines of the quotation above be in the
heart or upon the tongue if this were the first
Christmas morning? "Tis true that many anxions
questionings have stirred the soul and wany
lionest doubts have arisen since the story of the
Babe of Bethlehem was to’'d 1o the wondering
people.  But despite ali these, m st Christians
feel the same thnill of joy and gladness when the
anniversary of the birth of Christ cawns again
upon the earth and the same homage claims their
hearts,

It seems remarkable that Christ  should
come to the earth as a little child, and that his
glory should be revealed in the life and character
recorded in the Bible. He could have come as a
Prince in pomp and splendor so great and warvel-
ous tkat all would have bowed down to him at
once and acknowledged him as their sovereign.
But he came as a little child in order to teach us
that humility and purity which are essential to
the grewth and well-being of the soul.

The chief glory of Chiristmas is in the Christ-
like atmesphere which seems to pervade all  dur-
ing this season; even those who at other times do
not feel especially impelled to benevolent acts are
insvired by the spirit of altruism which mani-
fests itself in all directions and among all classes
around them. A happy Christmas depends more
on the spirit in which a gift is bestowed or re-
ceived than upon the gift itself. A gift is twice
a gift if it is given thoughtfully and in accord-
ance with the desires and needs of the recipient.
Christ's chief glory is in giving himself as the
one absolute need for us all.  All  things were
made for Christ's glory, and if we would please
and honor him we must live our lives according
to the standard he has set for us.

The Gift of Persuasion.

Tris interesting to notice the recurrence in
Paul’s letters of the words, ''I beseech
you.”" It was not enough for him to
state and explain a truth and then leave

it to work its way in the conviction of his read-
ers: it was not enough for him to point out the
way of duty and then leave it to their unaided
decision to follow it. He bent his soul ina great
effort of persuasion. To get them to act on his
teaching was his sup aim. The end of all
teaching is action: so also of prayer. Even wor-
ship is only half-rendered until expression is
given to love and faith in holy deeds, But Paul
has no compulsory power. No one obeyed him
unless he first had a mind to, very rarely did he
command; he preferred appeal. As an Apostle
be had certain authority in the churches: he
sometimes gave rules for their government. But
he rarely relied on his authority as an Apostle.
Instead of that he ngruled to them as brethren
and urged them to highest service by appealing
to loitiest motives—"'I beseech you,- brethren,”

have |

|
was his familiar mode of speecch, He. was a
{ master of the art of suasion
The need of moral pressure is felt by us all,
| Kuowing our duty is only preparatory to the
doing of it, we lack the strong purpose to do.
In other words, we need urging and  enticement
+ i order to overcome the resistance from the flesh
and the devil,  There are some whu say they do
i mot believe in urging any one to become a Chris-
, tian, or to join the church, or to undertake any
duty or give money for any cause. They do
" mot know human nature and its streugth of re-
sistance to all good thlngs, Many a one has
taken the right step through a simple appeal
spoken at the right time, There are horses that
ticed neither whip nor spur, and some people are
like them, but they are very few., [t may be a
great pity becaus: any are so sluggish, and un.
willing in the service of God,  OFf course it is an
infinite pity we are spiritnally legthargic,  But
such is our condition,  God's greatest vietory is
the overcoming of our unwillingness,  Faith
trinmphed in Peter, when wearied and of con-
trary opinion to Christ, he roused himself and
said, “*Nevertheless, at Thy word I will let down
the net.”  Most of God's best servants are at
first unwilling to assume the duties laid wpon
them.  Moses resisted to the point of refusal,
Paul was aw exception in his readiness to obey,
but e was so mightily  stirred that flesh  and
tlood had no chance to oppose.  We all need the
Belp that comes from the encouragement and
exhortations of others, Heisa powerful  man
who ean lead os in the doing of good, and m we
| us to the heavenly life, The scriptures say " Ex.
{ hort one another daily,”  The word is the same
as Paul uses when he besecched the brethren.
Mutual persnasion, mutual provocation in the
best sense, mutual enconragement, are esseutial
fo continued and energetic faithfuluess, There
was a prince of magnetic eye who was said to be
able to get others to do whatever he wished if
once he set his eye on them It would be a rich
endowment of power if God gave unto us ability
to dispose others to do what duty and love sug-
| gest.  Not only preachers, but parents, teachers
and leaders in churches, need to know the secret
of successtul appeal.

~Baptist Commonwvalth,

back of them all, and they are only ways in which
it reveals itself.  Fellowship with Christ is the
great thing. How does it come? Can you tell
how that consciousness of sympathy, of mutual
comprehension, and soul-union sprang up in your
heart which has manifested itself in the great
human love that blessed your life? But however
it came, it brought with it everything the one
you loved was, or could do for youn. We should
be more willing tolet the best experiences of
human affection interpret the relation of Christ
to us.

And there is no limit to the devotion of Christ
to those whose hearts have responded to Him,
The Good Shepherd gives the last proof of love:
He lays down His life for the sheep. We are
always tempted to estimate the strength of the
tie that binds us to Christ by our own devotion
to Him  But He would measure it by His de-
votion to us, Is there not some significance in
the fact that a sheep should so constantly be
taken as the type of man? It is the silliest and
weakest and most defenceless of animals, Its
very nature seems 1o be to go astray.  About its
only merit is that it ean respond to the voice of
the shepherd.  Is not that a just type of
humanity?  But the tie that unites the Shepherd
to the sheep is so strong on the part of the Shep-
herd that He lays down His life for it. Does
not that suggest some aspects of the gospel that
incite to the largest gratitude and hopefuluess as
to the future?

On Faces.

CCASSIONALLY yon sce two people
whose contenances are so alike that you
find it difficult to distinguish between
them. Usuoally, of course, they are

twins, But a closer familiarity with them makes
you wonder that you ever could have mistaken
them for each other. To some eyes most Negros
or Chinamen or Japanese look alike; but the
people of their own race sce as much difference
in their contenances as we sce in each other,
And we have heard crusty old bachelors say that

{all babies look alike, thought every young

mother or father knows that that is not true.
But, when you come to think of it, is it not
wonderful that two eyes and a brow, a nose. a
month, and a chin—each of them occupying the
same relative position. —produce such an infinite
variety of impressions?  But probably the variety

| in faces is not due s» much to the difference in
| their component parts as it is in the faculty the

| e
|

The Shepherd and the Sheep.
! ETTING our thought pass beyond the |
i specific and immediate applications
| of the similitudes of the sheep and

vital and essential Christian truths upon which
we do well to ponder until they germinate and
fructify in the inner life,

One of them assuredly is that the relation of
the disciple to Christ is rot exterior and mechani-
cal; it is personal and vital.  The sheep recognize

| the voice of tie Shepherd.  There is an inner re-
sponse, born of long association and warm affect-
i01, that moves in the heart when those
tones are heard. Lvery day we seethis response
in animals to those to whom they are attached,
Your dog is almost transported when, after a
long absence, your footfall is heard at the gate,
and the sound of your voice reaches hisear  But
we only find the highest development of this re-
sponse in human relations. The heart is moved
as no eloquence or music can stir it by the voice
of those we love, It is not the vocal sounds that
doit.  We recognize in the voice the personality
that we love. It is the soul of the one we love
that moves us. The relation of the disciple to
Christ is like that. Itisnot formal, but real;
not mechanical, but vital; not compelled, but
spontaneous; not legal, but affectional,
Then, too, onr Lord teaches that this response
| of the soul to Him is the secret of entrance into
the fold, of guidance and of protection. This
| vital relationship carries with it everything that
Christ can do for us. The great word of the
‘ New Testment is *‘faith;"" but faith in essence is
| not belief, or love, or obedicnce. But faith lies

th: Shepherd, they suggest certain |

human contenance possesses of expressing the
temper of the soul. Fear and love, anxiety, sub

| mission, delight, and awe register themselves at
| once in the contenance, aad we remember people

and distinguish them from others, not so much
by their features as by the moods which their
contenance expresses. Each of us has his pre-
vailing mood, that leaves its lines upon the con-
tenance,  Any portrait painter will tell you that
the lines of the face worn by joy or care or con-
quest or defeat or passion are the most significant
things about a human contenance.

The following words of truth from David Starr
Jordan are worth every boy's learning; *‘Boys
who have formed the cigarette habit are like
wormy apples—they drop long before harvest
time. They rarely make failures in after life,
because they do not have any after life. The
boy who begins cigarette smoking before his
fifteenth year, never enters the life of the world.

| When other boys are taking hold of the world's

work, he is concerned with the sexton and the

| undertaker,

We hear of a church in a Maine town which
keeps a record of the attend of the resid
members at the prayer meeting. Each month an

ment of the ber attending is made

from the pulpit. This practise has had a good

effect, increasing the attendance and interest.
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*‘Little Buttons''
No. V1.

(Continued from last issne. )

E had but recently told her of a little

ring which he biad always worn, nn-

h! now, on a cord alout his neck,
inder his clothing,

He said: "l used to be afraid sometim
Mr. Hamor wonld take it away from me, wlhen
hie wanted money, and I always managed to hid
it from him; but T was very h\u'-,;r_\- one day aed
soldk it to a hoy for a quarter.’

she eagerly urged him to describie it, and when,
in doing so, he mentiored some fignres engraved
fuside, Teddy wondered at her emotion She put
her arms about him, and pressed him closely  to
her breast for several minutes,  speaking enly
two words, *“Fhank God!™ Then as she held Tis
face between her hands, her eyes had such a
happy light in them, and her face flushed o
warmly, that Teddy impuhi\\h :
pretty and happy you look, Mrs. Clyde

She satd: ' Yes, Teddy, l am very, very happy.
Run out now and play a while, and when you
come in I will tell yon what has made me so—a
true story for youand Flosste.”"  She then rang
for James and said to him: “'Send at once for
Mr. Lendrum! ofonce?” she repeated, with
glad impatience.

The little ring was the mising link that
straightened out the tangle, ‘The Liwyer tollow-
ed up the clue, and having recovered the tiny
talisman all doubt was removed from Iis mind as
to the identity of its owner, Teddy’s father had
placed it on his finger on his second  birthday
with the date engraved inside.

Mrs. Clyde well remembered his saying to her:
“1 want him to wear it always, Flora, dear, and
when he ontgrows it, he can wear it on his watch
chain as as charm,’

Mrs. Benson feelingly added: Tt has proved
to be the charm that bronght back the httle
fellow to his poor mourning mother,  Dear Little
Buttons!  Ouly for that tmy ring he might  still
be a desolate, wandering waif!"'

The lawyer thought the woman had removed
it from his finger and hung it on his neck, ont of
sight, for fear of his being identified before she |
was ready to have him, k When her plans were
completed, and she could secure the reward
without harm to herself, she probably intended
it to be the unquestionable proof of his identity,
even though years should intervene,

es that

saic

And so it had proved to be, and without harm
10 her, for she had already gone to a higher
tribunal,

The ring had a second date inscribed npon it
now,—the one on which Teddy bad unknow-
ingly entered his own home, bearing little
Flossie in his arms.

Through that act he touched the chord in the
mother’s heart that had never ceased vibrating.
She always felt that the broken invisible tie wa,
then made whole again. He came bearing his
sister in his arms, and could she have wished a
sweeter way, though he was seemingly then only
Little Buttons.

Mrs. Hunt had listened to the story with a
look of chagrin that did not pass from her face
till long after Mrs. Benson had left. It had been
her great desire (o be on the visiting-list of the
wealthy, popular Mrs, Clyde. To think that by
her false pride she should thus have thwarted
her own wishes was exasperating.

T he next day, you may be sure,

the inmates

of ““The Grosvenor’ were at the windows to see
Master Theodore Clyde come ont for a ride with
his mamma and little sister,

He smiled np to his mother's face with such
an earnest, happy lock, as she stooped and Kiss-
ed him, and said a few words, that Mrs, Benson
cried for very joy,

Marion, standing beside her mother, suddenly
burst ont excitedly, “'Oh, mamma'! there's the
little ving!  See it hanging on a chain from his
watch-pocket?  Oh, how sweet!"  And in her
enthusiasm  she danced and  pirogetted  until
checked by her mother saying: “He's coming
over here!”

He ran quickly across and rang the bell, which
he had but so lately answered himself,  Thomas
chanced ta open the door and bowed to hm
most respectfully, **How are yez, Master Clyde?”*

* Very well aud very happy. How are you,
Thomas?"* he said, in his own quaint way, hand.
ing the flowers to bim,  **Please give these to
Miss Marion; and this' (taking from his pocket
a small package) “to Mrs, Benson; and  this te
Mr. Janitor,” he said, with a gay little langh,
as he laid a bank-pote in Thomas's haud, and
darted back across the street, stepped  into’ the
carriage with his happy mamma and little sister,
and was driven anay,

As the gavly caparisored horses  prarced off,
he waved his hand from the carriage vindow to
Marion and Mrys, Benson, 1t made Mrs. Benson
tLink of the day when she had  given him the
rosebud for Flossie,  When Marion waved  her
hand in return, her mother did not  rehoke her
this tme.  She was reading a can! found among
the flowers:

“For my little friend Marion, with the affec-
tionate remembrance of ber friendliness to

Lirrik Burrons'

Mrs. Hunt's hopes rose again at the words, for
she might yot, through Marion, be able 1o boast
of her acquaintance with Mres, Clyde,

As Mr. Eenson came in that night his little
wife danced up to him holding out her hand.
On it ghistened a brilliant diamond, and lifting a
note from the ta' le, she read aloud:

*Tobe worn by the owner of the soft hand
that bound up the wounded one of my dear little
boy.  His moiher hopes soon to know better one
who was his Kindest, best friend 2t a time when
tie 50 much necded friends,

“With kindest thoughts and gratitude from
hier, and the luve of

Lrrree Burron

The agent, toa, was remembered su stantiaily,

And so “Little Buttons, the bell-hoy," came in-

to his birthright—a loving mamma, a fond little

sister, a beantiful home, and warm triends—by
buing always a brave and gentle lintle man,

THE END.

Temperanc2 Column.

Tobacco.

EORGE May Powell writes to the W. C.

S T. U.: “Tobacco begius a large

majority of cases of intoxicant drink-

ing. This costs our  country about

three billions a year—a sum so vast that all in-

volved in silver and tariff questions combined is
hardly one-quarter as large.

“After using tobacco over two  decades, the
facts which came to me, working as a  politico
cconomist, compelled me, as a matter of patriotic,
and of Christian, conscience, 10 abandon it
Further, seven years' experience on a citizens’
committee for benefiting _those in  hospitals,
asylums and prisons, satisfied me that nine-tenths
of the crime, pauperism and insanity came from
strong drink, and that nine-tenths of this began
in using tobacco.

“A large share of the nervous diseases of
women, I am satisfied after some study, are here-
ditary inheritance from tobacco-using sires.  The
London Lancet has well said **No smoker can be
a well man.””  In arecent issue of the Union
Signal 1 published a card showing by testimonies
of eminent physicians and wvavigators, that
tobacco did not prevent contagicus diseases, but
its non-use was actually a condition of safety.
Tobacco is the tap-root of much of the dyspepsia,
heart-disease and nervous troubles of our dny

including jusanity and epilepsy. No wonder

' that France, by advice of its highest scientists,
" is taking a vigorous stand against it as a politico-
| economic measure.”’

i may bring sleep.

Health Column.

R Prescription for Insomnia.

NSOMNIA isa self-inflicted eurse through
the violation of nature's laws, writes
Edward B, Warman in the June Ladics
HHome Journal. *'The cause may be over-

anxiety, planning for the morrow thinking and
worrying over the yesterdays and to-days; but
no opiate can remove the cause, even though it
If the cause is merely mental
overwork it may be quickly removed by relieving
the brain of the excess of blood, Physical exer-

| cise is a panaces for almost every ailment which

I
!

l
|
|

{ human flesh is heir to.

Therefore, stand erect,
and rise slowly from the heels; descend slowly,
Do this from forty to fifty times until  you fec!
the congestion in the muscles of the leg. Al
most instant relief follows, and sleep is scom in-
duced,  For those who are averse to a little work
1 would recc mmend, instead, a bow! of very hot
milk (without as much as a wafer) immediately
before retiring. 1 he hotter the milk the better
for the purpose.  ‘This will prove a better sleep-
producer than all the opiates known o medical
science, It Lrings about an increased activity of
the Blood vessels of the stomach, cansing slight
temporary congestion, which relieves the blood
vessels of the brain,  The bot milk isalso quite
strengthening to the stomach,”

. “Elijah's Coc: Wkere is He?"

Rev. A. J. Hucones, East Boston, Mass.

“And he took the mantle of Elijuh that fell from him,
and smote the waters, and said, “Where is the Lord Gl
of Eljah®" 11 Kings, 2:14,

HE man who made this inquiry was a

rin mourner, He had lost a friend
The friend he lost was Elijah  the
Tishbite, the famous prophet of

Israel,

Elijah was a noble friend, as he was a noble
man.  The records «f bis life ate meagre.  He
appears on the stage of Israelitish events abrupt-
Iy, strangely. He disappears in a manver equally
abrupt and strange.  In what is recorded be
tween his appearance and his disap pearance some
buman weaknesses are manifest, as when he
runs away in fear to escape the vengeance Queen
Jezelel vowed against him for the slanghter of
the prophets of Faal, and under a juniper tree in
Beershel a complains of bis lot, and asks that he
be permitted to die, moreover, his weaknesses
are not slurred over by the inspired penman, but
are faithfully set forth. And centuries later, an
apostle frankly says of him that he “'was a man
subject to like passions with ourselves. ' But,
in spite f his weaknesses, he was a noble man
So noble was he that he stands at the head of
the list of the prophets of Israel in the estimation
of his countrymen.  So noble was he that when
God would promise a harbinger for the earthly
manifestation of His Son, He could say nothing
more complimentary ¢f him than that he should
go before His Son “'in the spirit and power of
Elijah.”  He was a noble friend whom Elisha,
standing at the brink of Jordan, mourns,

Then, the ascended prophet was a close friend.
He was anxious to quit the world alone, at Gilgal,
at Bethel, and at Jericho, intimated his desire
to his son and successor in the prophetic office.
But the latter's affection for his chief was too con-
‘stant for him to compl) with his request, and his
answer on each occasion was, '*As the Lord liveth
and as the soul liveth, I will notleave thee.” For
ten years they had been associated together in the
vicissitudes of a prophet’s life, and the bond be-
tween them was close; so close, indeed, that Elisha
could not submit to its severance until they were
sundered by the whirlwind that parted them.
The tie between the two men being so close, it is
natural to supnose that Elisha wasa lonely man
as he returned to the river which the two men
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had crossed in company but -+ Yittle while ago.

But while FElisha was  wourner, he was a
mourner with a light in© heart.  His father in
the ministry had not g down, but up to God,
and the worthies whe .ad preceded him in the
great Presence.  An assurance like that will put
a light into any monrner’s heart.  There are
many reasons as to why people should tive godly
lives. Onc of them is that those who survive
thear should not sorrow over their departure ‘““as
thuse who have no hope.” It is a great thing
when we bury our dead ont of our sight to know
that their spirits have entered into “'the rest that
remaineth for the people of G We all of us
owe it to our loved ones who shall survive us to
bless them with that assurance  Elisha knew
that Elijah was happy, and that knowledge lift-
ed up the gloom caused by his dopartore,

[t is to the enquiry of this bereaved man on
the margin of the Jordan that b eall your atten-
tion te-day-~**Where is the Lord God of Elijal?

1. Lt us notice the God after whom Elisha
wquires, “Where is the Lord God of Eljah**
What kind of a God was Elijah's God,  («) Far
ove thing, he was a sin-Joathing God, Isracl
n apostate nation,  They had forsaken the
altar of Jehoval and were worshipping at the
shirines of Baal, hie sin which cavsed them to
torsake Him, the Fountain of living waters, to
hew out tor themselves cisterns—and those brok-
ew cisterns—which could held no water.  He
loathed, abhorred, atominated, He toid the
fact to his servant Elijah and he i tars declas-
ed it to the nation, so that the vation kuew it-
self to be abhorrent 1 Ged on acconnt of its
sins,  Elijah’s God was a sindoathing God,

(#) Again, he was a praver-hearing God,
Listen to the Apostle James as he reports how
God made this fact cear to His servaut Elijah:

—*Elias was a man subject to like passions as i

we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might
not rain; and it raived not on the earth for the
space of three years and six months,  And he
prayed agair, and the heavens gave rain, and the
earth brought forth her frait.”  Elijah's God
was a prayer hearing God,

(¢) Yet again, He was a miracle-working
God. ‘The time comes, in the long night of
Tsrael’s apostacy from Ged when Elijal wants the
matter settled as to who onght to be receiving
the nation's homage—Jehovah or Baal. 8o he
comes forth from his place of retirement, a weird
and majestic presence, ard meets Ahab, the
idolatrous king of Isreal, who is on a hunt for
hidden springs of water for the preservation of
the royal stock, and after a salutation in which
the prophet and king mutually incriminate each
other, he propos: test to the king by which
the choice of duties is to be decided. Isracl is
to be summoned to Mount Carmel; the prophets
of Baal. four hundred and fifty strong, included.
Baal's prophets are to build an altar of wood:
then they are to slay a bullock; they are to cut
the bullock in picces, and lay the picces on the
altar, but they are to put no fire under the ahar.
Then they are to call on Baal, and if he answers
by fire from heaven which shall consume the
sacrifice, he is to be Israel’'s God.  But if they
fail, Elijah is to build an altar of wood, and slay
a bullock, and cut it in pieces, and lay the picces
on the altar, but is to place no fire under the
altar. Then he is to call on Jehovah, aud if he
answers by fire from keaven. which shall con-
sume the sacrifice, he is to be Israel's God.

The king accepts the proposition. Isracl is
summoned to Monnt Carmel. ~ Baal's prophets do
as proposed. They build the altar, they slay the
bulluck, they lay the pieces on the altar.  From
morning till the time of the evening sacrifice,
spurred and maddened by the sarcastic railling of
the prophet, they try to get an answer from Baal,
but finally give it up in despair. Then Elijah
builds his altar to Jehovah, and slays a bullock,
and lays the pieces on the altar. He then com-
mauds that four barrels be filled with water, and
poured on the sacrifice. It is done, when he has
it repeated, and then has it done again, until the
soaked altar rests in a pool of water, Next he
turns and calls on God, asking Him that He
vindicate His servant, and win His epostate
people again to Himself, when God responds by
a tongue of flame that consumes the altar and
the sacrifice, and licks up the water in the trench
‘The response was a miracle, and the miracle
brought the nation to its knees in the acknow-
leloement, **Jehovah, He is God! Jehovah, He

S .

‘i]nl(‘l:lll, and wanted 1o eross over,
waters were deep. They were spanned by vo

| ae can s
 ship with God.
" eription of man in this blessed

Then Elijah’s God is a sin-loathing, a prayer-
answering, a miracle-working God,

Have we any knowledge of this God? T wond-
er if he was not the same God of whom Jesus
Christ was the human wanifestation, or express
iun?  Let us see?

Jesus Christ loathed sin,  He condemned it.
e gave it no quarter in His life,  He declared
" ta be his avowed purpose, His supreme miss-
wom, indeed, to eradicate it from the lives of His
people, and to stamp it out of the earth,

Jesus Christ heard prayer. He turned noue
away who came to him with sad petitions.  Lep-
ers, paralytics, blind people, sufferers of all knd,
found in Him a ready response to their tales of
sorrow.  And better thau all, He heard sin-ridd-
en souls who called upon Him for help, and bless.
ed them with the freedom they craved,

Jesus Christ worked miracles.  What a splen-
Jid succession of them the evangelists give us,
beginning as it does, with the transformation of
the water into wine at the marriage feast in Cana,
aud enlininating  in his sesurrection from the
dead, and his ascension into glory, that the wine
of his gospel iyight be bortie to the nations of the
globe,

Vetily, Elijah’s God was the God who came .0
us in the person of Jesus Christ. Him we kuow,
and love, and serve.  Or, if we do not, we are
reprebensible and undone,

2. Let us notice the situation that caused the

| s o
| prophet’s inquiry.

He was standing at the eastern edge of the
But the

stately bridge, nor was there a ferryman present

i ta iy him over with his friendly oar, The sitie

ation that faced the prophet was oncof difficulty.
itnation it was his privilege to call on

is every man's privilege, Yonr
difficulty may bea temporal one. It may be @
wasting disease; it may be busitiess reverses; it

may be lack of employment.  Whatever it be,
you are 1o do the best you can for yoursclf, for
the adage is true, that “Cod helps them w ho
help themselves.”  In the meartime, howeve ,
it is your privilege to callon Gadl, and ask his
inter osition in your hehalf.

J ut there are religious difficulties that confront
when some of us can not silei ce the prophet’s
enquiry  God forbid that we should seek to do
o, ILis to these difficultics that I desire tocall
special attention here,

(Lo be Concluded ia our Nevt Issue.)

Fellowship With God.

O one can read the New Testament discrim-
inatingly, ard especially the writings
of John, without seeing that the ideal
of a perfect humaa life is that of fellow-

The Bible begins with a des-

Jationship,  The

effect of sin is to break these ties of communion.

-

The significance of the work of the Redeemer is

that it makes possible their restoration; and the
Scriptures close with a prophecy of the time when
the fellowship of human souls with God shall
become the basis and vital principle of a recon-
structed society

Our ideas of sin and its penalty, of salvation,
and of the distinctive Christian motives need to
be reconstructed in the light of this central con-
ception, :nd it is one of the encouraging signs
that the preaching that strikes the note of our
age and awakens the deepest response 18 keyed
to this dominant thought.

Take it, for example, in the case of the concep-
tion of salvation. The redemption of Christ has
oft:n been presented as if it were a mere release

| from external penalty, and forgiveness has beeu

regarded as judical act which treated the sinner
as righteous, independently of his true character,
We have been ¢ ming to see that the facts of
redemption must not be interpreted in the light
of commercial or legal transactions, but in the
light of the vital relations of persons to each

down by the Almighty, but that idea « ses not
begin to reach to the heart of the matter, It is
ouly when we come to ee that sin is the viola-
tion by man of the tie of fellowship with God that
its real gravity becomes manifest. A child at
schiool may disobey a rule of the teacher, but that
disobediance is totally different from the child's
deliberate and defiant refusal to do the will of its
mother,  In the latter disobedience there is a
close and vital personal element that is almost
entirely wanting in the formes. A relationship
is severed, a tie of fellowship is broken, and there
can be no mutual joy or sympathy until that re-
latiouship is restored.  Sin is something deeper
than the infraction of a holy law; it is the wilful
separation of man from the true source of his
light and peace and strength, No analogies
drawn from criminal law interpret it; only the
alienation of souls that were made for each other,
and that could find the true satisfaction of life in
cach others’s sympathy, throws a clear light up-
on the nature of sin,  And the penalty of sin is
not any external fire or worm, but it is sepafation
from God for Whom we were made, and in fellows
ship with Whom alone we find the rest and
strength of our spirits,

And the strong abiding motive of the Christian
live come from the realization of this fellowship
with God, ©Our Lord tells us to love our ene-
mies and do good to them that hate us, and He
gives a remarkable reason for that precept, *'that
ye may be the sous of your Father which is in
heaven, for he maketh his sun te rise on the evil
and the good, and sendeth rain on the just and
the urjust,”  In other words, fellowship with
God is the motive for the performance of this
piost difficult douty,  We are to act within  the
sphiere of our powers as God acts within the
sphere of His powers,  And this community of
niotives makes fellowship of spirit. We become
sous of God by acting like God.  We doubt if
Jesus ever laid bare more nnreservedly the hean
of the supreme nootive for righteousness than
" when He utiered those simple words,

Religious News.

A measure of quickening is
manfifest in our church life
Tere, A new note of earn-
estness and gladness is detected in social services.
The ordinance of baptism was administered Dec,
20d to a yonng man and woman who have lately
been converted. At the communion service five
were welcomed by letter,
J. D. R

FREDERICTON.

Our chureh is prospering.

Work is being well kept
up on all sections of the
ficld,  Our attention has been turned’to a  neg-
| lented section on the outskirts of our field known
as Fredericton Road, where wasonce. and is now
| a semblance of a Baptist church, called the
| Albert church,  We have begun work there, and
{ a remarkably good spirit is being shown. At
Havelock 15 have lately joined by letter.
Dee. 5. J. W. Brows,

Haverock, N. B,

There are many eccourag-
ing featufes in connection
with the work here. Sun-
day evening, Dec. "2, we
haptized three and gave the right hand of_fellow-
ship to three others.  Since our last item nine
have been welcomed into our fellowship, aud
there are others to come.  We are having no
*'special meetings,”’ yet God is moving us on and
up. Every department of our work is brighten-
ing up. Some very fine horse sheds have lately
been built by the brethren, W. 8. M.

ALBERT ST.,
WooDsTocK.

Just a word:—1. Repairs
are being made to our audi-
ence room, which when com-
pleted will give us a very
| cosy and pretty room with sittings for nearly or
quite 4oo. Meantime we are worshipping in our
vestry which is commodious and cheerful. 2. A

CARLETON,
ST. JoHN.

other. From this point of view the X

salvation must be fellowship with God, and it is

from that fellowship that every conceivable bless-
ing is ta flow.

So it is in refation to the idea of sin. It is

f ~i Y ofraction of 1 T Liid

right to think «f ~inus an

new o service, (individual cups) has
been enjoyed by church on last two communion
seasons. 3. The pastor learns with pleasure
that Bro. Day is taking up the work at Kentville
with marked enthusiasm and is speedily  getting

el of “lie

arts of CoRee et G ey lon

s i e

D

By
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I baptized a very promis.
ing voung man at Ward's
Cvuk on Saturday and a
voung lady at Sussex, Sunday evening. Work
encouraging. w. C

Svssex, N. B.

The oongregations in Cer-
GERMAIN STREET. main Street are very large

and the services are  of
marked interest.  Five voung persons were bap-
tized on Sunday mo ning and received the right
hand of fellowship at the evening service,

A remarkable storm clond

HARVEY, ALRERT hroke on the parsonage last
CovrsTy. week, Tt gathered i the
Germantown section of the

field, and burst in the shape of a fur-Jined over-
coat on the devoted shanlders of the pastor, who
not only acknowledges the same with hearty
thanks, but reivices in the appreciation of lis
labors which this scasonable gift indicates,
. K F1

i
CHER. l
i
|
i

We are getting along nicely,
Notwithstanding  the  fact |
that most of the men are in |
the woonds onr services are well attended.  We !
are plad to report sonie additions to our church,
\Nd David Jenkins was seecived into the church
by o ter. as lso was Broo Arthur Ridgewelt of
the 8t Stephen Raptist chureh,  This good sister
and hmzhx oF ¢ ""L to s sa bighly recommend-
ed, will, we trust, be instrumentalin Gol's hands
of Belping both pastor and people along in the
good work,  We intend D, V. entering into
special wotk shortly,  Pray for ns,
'astoR STIRLING,

On the evening of thc rith
inst, we wore ]h sed to have

TomQUe VALLEY

HorrweLL,

a
of our peaple from the
wis splendid and ey
drive down and see us ter spe mllnw F
ful evening togethier, Deacon Perrin Ting!
Lelialf of the company presented us with $14,76
as a litthe present. They were g ll’ll« ular to en-
]mu upon ns that this was not a donation parnty
but nnh a friendly call,  These are anto
bright spots in a pastor’s life
enjoyed receiving the visit, outsid
cial consideration,

F. D, Davinsox.

Notica.

he story ‘‘Little Buttons' ends with this
issue of this piper. With the following numher
begine a new seriel entitled A Little Loving
Life,” it being a trne experience of a young lady.
We do not publish fictitions storics; but a  trae
experience or reminiscences of note, that s in-
teresting and instructive, we will cccasionally
give as many of our yonug readers like historical
facts put in story form.  We have nodouht but
that the one we begin with our next issue will |
interest and pleage our young  fricuds and old |
ones oo as it is a thrilling story,
It will take four or five months to get through
with it.

Our Prize Offe,

ONCERNING our prize offer many in
quiries have been sent in, and a good-
1y nnmber of contestants have sent in

papers with a goodly number of words, "To those |
who have asked questions we refer them to the |
circulars which we mailed with the paper to those
who are now taking it, as well as to many others |
who are not subscribers as yet, but who we hope ‘
will enter this word contest and become subscrib-
ers for the incoming year.

We say again, as before, that we accept no lists
of words spelled, unless fifty cents accompany

\

! These we return,

i year will oblige us very much if they
i soon (sce date of paywent on your paper,)

Clikened to treasure hi

found

them to pay for the Hour Misston Jorexan for
the year tgor, together with any arcarages that
may be due.  We hope that many more lists of
words and fifty cents will be sent in before the
new year,

Some have sent in words without any  money,
And some have sent in words
and money, but no names to tell us who they are,
We hope they will send us their names yet so we
may know whom to eredit with it, one of these
is from Moncton, will the writer kindly send us
their name,

To all our subscritiers we extend our hearty
thanks for their hiclp, and hope that they will
favor us with their renewal for 9o, We hope
to make the paper in the future a letter family
journal than heretofore, and trnst that we shall
have a large number of new subseribers,  Those
who Bave not paid for the paper for the out-going
will remit
We
ned the money to pay the printer, and the prize
witners, .xll onr readers we extead the com-
pliments f the season,

‘o

At The Wellside.

HE narrative deseribing the interview of
the woman of Samaria is a compinion
piece to the conversation with Nicode-
mus,  In the parables given in the
thirteenth chapter of Matthew, the kingdom s
afield, which a man
gam to a merchant
The Samaritan woman
She went forth to
water of life.
He came

L B

unexpectedly finds; and
secking goodly pearls,
itlustrates the first parable.
draw water, and she found  the
Nicodemus dllustrates  the  second,
roand formd what he songht. In many
ways men cothe fnto the kingdom,  To some it
is a suprise and a discovery,  They come upon it
r tasks, as Saul, secking the asses,
the thvone af Jsradl,  Others yeach it be.
canse, of set parpose, they search for i, Some
have no percepion of its value until it discloses
itelf to s cthiers Ruow its worth, and  set
fu i

ot

about

¥ the deseription discloses

onr Lord s Ptenderness,  This woman
was kind-hearted, many touches in the narrative
show it,  Probally the very intensity and warme
th of her emotional nature had berayed her e
to sing hut th: prejodies of nationality prevented
hier from doing the kindness of giving water to a
thirsty stranger.  Christ delicately rebukes her,
and reveals His own willingness to bloss when
He tells her that if she had asked Him for the
choicest of spiritual Llessings, He would not have
treated her as she had just treated Him,
thou knewest who it is that saith w thee, Cive
me todrink, thow wouldst have asked of him,
and he would have given thee living  water,’
The incident shows that it is casicr to gain the
best gifts of d than for children to get good
things from their parents,

And in the blessing of God there is a marvell-
ons dispropertion between what we take and
what we get,  Jesus told this woman that a sing-
le dranght of the living water would become a
springing fountain in her own soul; in takmg a
enpful she received a well-full, 1t often happens
that we litle kuow what we are receiving  when
we extend the confidence which makes a friend.
We look back throught the years upon all our
friend has been to us, and we say, “I did not
know what I was receiving.” . No Christian
dreams of what he is receiving when he takes
Christ for his portion; the weeks and months and
years slowly reveal it.  And when, by-and by,
clasping Christ's hand. he passes through the
river and up to the gates of pearl, does he even
then know all that he received when he took the

" gift of God in Christ?

The Baptists of England have already received
$75.000 on the 81,250,000 they are attempting to
raise. At the meetings of the the Union in Lei-
cester, $20,000 was pledged. Itis admitted that
it will require the most stenuous exertion to secure
the whole amount by the end of the year 1go1.

Mr. Robert Arthington, who is spoken of “‘as
a man of great wealth, but very penurious and
eccentric,”” recently died, leaving $150,000 to the
English Baptist Missionary Society, to which he
had previously given $150,000. He built and
fitted up a steamer for missionary purposes on
the npper Congo, and left §50,000 to the London
Missionary Society for the prosecution of mission
work among the Awamba tribes of Africa at
Lake Tunganyika, He also left other large sums
to benehicent institutions,

Prohibition might not make angels of men,
hut it would keep maay of them from making
brutes of themselves and worse than slaves of
their families,

R aves—At the pesidenca of the officiating  min
fisten, 33 Simonds Streot, on T mber 12th, by Rev, A
L Foster, B3, Francis W. Sunthoot t, John to Ethel

B Duvis of Fredericton dueetion,

Rorse Pow pnn, = At ﬂl Buptist parsonaze, on December
Gth, by Hevo N AL ) eil, Joseph Ross and Elivaboth
Powell, wll of Hompt: m, Kings Ca, N. 14

Breron-Fanwen - At the hmu- n' the bride's parents,
Dec, duth, by the Bev, N, ) Judson Bettle awd
Auuiv Facmer, all of .\nu&\m. l\m,.nl Nk

¥ -Frowees =A% the I.-nt -"!l\ brile's parents,
John T. MeVey
N. B

A
wad Bessio 0, Fowler, witaf N ntun. i\uw-l %y

Bankuorse-Havgiros- - At the residence of the officiat
i tev. Foo By Davidson, Riversi B
n Barkhouse and Liliy Haniton,
Hill, Albert eounty N. B,

both of

Gooreey Matasn = At residence of oflicinting clergyman
on 12th of D, . Miles, Marven

Lower Hi'lshoro, Ablsert - B, ta Amanda E.
of Mauntville, Albert vounty, N, 1,

criphe

Erreves Bukeves At the home of the bride, Nov.. 20,
by A Rutledge, Be uson W. Steeves, of Hillsboro to
Lazzie Stecves of Rosevale, Albert Co,,

v, Albert t'o., N. B., Doc.

Tth year of her age,

Oth, Mues.

Swr
Lucy

your of her

N. B, on December bth,
Tist

At Hur\n. Albert Co,

Smith, beloved wife of Guilford Swith, the

Brows - David Prown died at Hopewell Hi'l, No
after on's two hours of sickness.  About 3a. m, h i
i bess i his right legand ana and got rapid y
Drr. Murray was ed but the man died in [
thian two hours. He vever mude  a profession.  He
prayed carnest!y for himself and wife before he  passed
wway. Mo eaves a wife nnd one chi'd. His body was sent
o N, 8. for interment,

Sierwe b At Camphell Settlement,
ard, Brother C. la wood, after more than o year
buttiing with that d sy consumption, passed ap,
and out of the tritbulation to be in the immediate presence
ot the kmr I, aged On Nov. 27, 1808,
e were buried with Christ in
"mu that time it hus been his carnest en
deavour to walk with his Master in newness of life  He
ripened rapidly for eternity.  Great grace was given to
him during bis illness.  Rejoicing nmhrmm;vlmul he pass
e throngh e all, and entered into the rest.  His lonely
¥ mourns his loss, but exults in the Christian
ing ulnn sorrow will never come. At om
It Jo Do Wetmore of  Coldstren
Carieton Co, «lllu‘ funeral services at  Hillsdale
Kings Co., uhun notwithstanding the inclemency of the
weather many were guthered to show the love and  esteem
in which our brother was held. Rev. R M. Bynon was
present and assisted in the services which were held on the
afternoon of the Gth,

Kings Co., Dee

At Moncton, on December 2nd, John Leaman
Mr. Lenmun was a fuithful and  earnest

Lravay
in his 86th

o

| Christian who adorned his profession of fuith in Christ by »

| godly life,

| the Oth inst, in tlw7’|ul year of his
| & Christian nl n high character,

He wasa member of the Moncton Baptist
church. A few years ago he lost his companion.  Since
then he hus been living with his  daughter.  When Mr.
Leaman tirst came to the “Bend” there were but  twelve
houses there,  The funeral serviee was conducted hy Rev.
W. Camyp.

Pateey—Joseph Bailey of Hnuguq, Mass.,

formerly of
Newenstle, Queens Co.

died very suddenly of apoplexy, on

e, Bro. Bailey was
He helonged to the Bap
tist church at Newcastle for several years, aid subsequent-
Iy took his letter of dismissal and joined the Baptist church
at Cliftondale, of which he remained a member until the
time of hiy death. To the sorrowing family we tender our
sympathy.  The memory of the just is Wessed.




