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PREFACE.

Christianity is morea life than o creed, and as such it

s reviewed in the following pages. The author is just
presumptuous enough to indulge the hope that his book
may do some good. ‘T'hat has been his object in writing
it, if he understands himself. Whether there is need for
it the Christian public must judge. ‘The author, at
least, thinks there is. There are many things said that
need to be said, and that he has long waited for an
opportunity to say.

The reader will find nothing of a sectarian pature
here. 'The matters treated are, for the most part, com-
mon to all denominations of Christians, and they are
very practical. Truth has not been sacrificed, neither
has charity been neglected. It is not expected that all
the views advanced will meet with universal approval.
It would be a denial of average human experience to
indulge such an expectation. If, however, they meet
with anything like geueral attention, thought will likely

e stimulated in some useful directions, and as that is



the precursor of action, something practical may result

The preachers have not escaped criticisui, neither
have they lacked a bold and fearless defence when
necessary ; and both, it is claimed, within the limits of
truth and charity. They may pick up a hint, here and
there, worth remembering ; and they will find that somc
things have been said that will tend to their easement
and better appreciation. Many things, pertaining to
Christians and to Christian Churches, have been dealt
with in a kindly but faithful spirit ; that kindliness
which is founded upon truth, and that faithfulness which
springs from the love of truth.

Indeed it is fervently hoped that the following pages

may be found, in some humble measure, “profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in

righteousness.”
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CHAPTER L

The Bible, from a Common Sense

Standpoint.

Ay 1 absolutely sure that the Bible is what it claims
to be, a Divinely inspired book? 1 frankly admit I am
not. Is its Divine origin capable of absolute demon

stration? I do not think it is. Can the candid mind

reach a point in its enquiries where not a shadow of
«loubt rests upon the validity of its claims ? 1 think not.
What then ? Are we to give the Bible up, and cast it
away from us? By no means. What we have to do,
however, is to be more reasonable in our claims, and
juster in our defence, than we have hitherto been. We
are dealing with intelligent men, in a wide-awake age,
who will not accept assumption for argument, nor mere
dogmatism for clear and reasonable proof. We must

not atttempt the impracticable, and the impossible.



8 CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED,

We must not try to explain everything, and harmonize
everything. Above all we must be honest : that is, we
must not be slow to admit -what is clearly our duty te
admit, though the admission may seem, in some mea
sure, to militate against the claims in which we so
fervently believe, and for which we so earnestly contend
The Bibie has been injured, in the past, by the unwise
advocacy of its well meaning, but sadly mistaken friends
It might justly cry, deliver me from my friends ; at least
from some of them. T'he fact is undeniable that unten
able and unnecessary claims have been put forth in its
behalf, and too little has been conceded to the logic of
facts, and the dictates of common sense.

While I do not claim, and think it unwise because
untenable to claim, proof complete and absolute for the
Divine origin of the Bible, I, nevertheless, give it my
strong confidence, because the balance of evidence
internal and external—is overwhelmingly in its favor
And as this is the principle by which human judgment
and conduct are regulated in all things—even in the
commonest as well as the most momentous affairs of

life, it cannot be inappropriate or exceptional to apply it

to the present case. Indeed, it is the part of wisdom so
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CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED, 9

to apply it, and so to rest upon it.  Objection has been

made against the Bible, on the ground that while it pro
fesses to be a revelation, there are some things in it not
only hard, but impossible of human comprehension and
understanding. ‘The fact, as stated, must be admitted,
and without quibbling or evasion. ‘There are things
hard to be understood. There are some things which
transcend the faculties of the human mind. What then
is the force of the objection ? Does it really, and in any
measure, invalidate the claims of the Book ? Not at all.
I'here are several considerations worthy of being noted
n this connection.

I'he first is that the Book claims to be of Divine origin

that is, the product of an infinite mind—and therciore
t need not be at all surprising if some things, per
fectly consistent and harmonious in themselves, appear
impossible of satisfactory solution to the human mind,
which, at its highest and best, can never be anything but
finite ; that is, necessarily limited in its scope and range.

The second consderation is, that it is probably one
of the prime intentions of the Book not only to affirm,
which it frequently does, the necessary limitations of

human knowledge, but to give full and ample illustra-




10 CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED.

tions of the same, as an incentive to a becoming
humility in the midst of our increasing knowledge.

The third consideration is that, what we know not
now we may know hereafter. By this is meant not cnly
the possibility of development in knowledge in the
future state —which is clearly and plainly predicted and
promised-—but also the possibility of such increased
acquisitions in what 1emains to us of the present life ; or
if not to us to succeeding generations of men, if such
acquisitions are deemed by the All-Wise necessary and
useful. The Bible is adapted not only to all nations
but to all times, and it may be a Divine intention that
its truths shall be educed and understood according to
the ever expanding rzquirements of the race.

Again, it is not unusual for the unfriendly critic to
adduce certain passages of Scripture which by compari
son seem contradictory, and he instantly assumes and
affirms that they are so, when, in fact, rightly considered
and iaterpreted, they are not. Viewed verbally, and
intellectually they may be opposed, and in some cases
radically so, but looked at spiritually, that is, by the aid
of what the Scriptures call spiritual discernment, and in

the light of a sanctified Christian experience, there is at
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CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED, 11

once seen a harmony which is both beautiful and pro
found. Spiritual things in order to be understood must
be spiritually discerned. That is the dictum of the
Book itself, and we must be honest enough to take it on
its own ground. “The natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness
unto him, neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned.” 1st Cor. 2 ch. 14v. Thus there is
1 spiritual faculty—a new-birth faculty, it might be called

not inherent in man naturally nor intellectually, but
given to the earnest seeker under certain specified con
ditions ; a faculty essentially distinct from the intel
lectual, and yet necessarily allied with it in its exercise,
and by the aid of which the harmony and beauty of
spiritual truth may be clearly perceived.

Numerous illustrations of this might be given. Let
me suffice. Take those three oft-repeated passages on
burden-bearing, ““ For every man shall bear his own bur
den,” Gal. 6 ch., 5 v.; “Bear ye one another’s burdens
and so fulfil the law of Christ,” Gal. 6 ch, 2 v.: “Cast thy
burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee,” Psalm
55 ch,, 22 v.  Now, viewed from a verbal and merely

ntelluctual standpoint, these passages may be safely and
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frankly admitted to be self-contradictory. They all
refer to the same thing, burden-bearing ; but something
essentially different, as far as action is concerned, is pre
dicted in €ach case. In the first you have to bear your
own burden. In the second you share it with another.
In the third you cast it upon God. Are they, in their
proper relation and meaning, antagonistic? Not at all.
A blessed harmony, in the seemingly inharmonious, is
clearly seen by the soul that is taught by the Spirit of
God, and by a sanctificd Christian experience. Respon
sibility, as a central thought, inheres in each passage
In the first we have personal responsibility ; in the
second mutual responcibility; in the third Divine re
sponsibility. Where personal responsibility ends mu
tual responsibility begins, and where mutual respon
sibility ends Divine responsibility begins. Instead of
being mutually destructive they are mutually consistent
and helpful. There is a logical sequence leading to a
complete harmony of statement, of sentiment, and of
thought.

Passing from this let me here observe that there are
some things, in regard to tne Bible, that it is neither

wise, necessary, nor useful to contend for. I emphatic
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CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED.

ally, and in the plainest possible way, state, that my deep
conviction is, that it is not wise, it is not necessary, it is
not useful to contend that the Bible, as we have it, is a
perfect book, containing an absolutely adequate expres-
sion of the depth and splendor of the Divine thought.
It may be, and probably is, sufficient for our safe guid-
ance, but that falls short of the perfect and the absolute.
Indeed, from the very nature of the case, it must be
more or less inadequate when we take into account the
imperfect media through which it has come to us. How
can a Divine thought be adequately expressed in human
language? How can the finite hold the infinite? As
soon, and sooner in fact, might you expect to engulf
Jupiter in this little globe of ours.
Indeed this inadequacy—and inevitable inadequacy-

is recognized by the record itself. Christ evidently felt
the insufficiency of human language to convey the ful-
ness of the Divine thought that was in Him when He
said to Nicodemus : ** For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
John 3 ch. x6v. Clearly, how much God loved the

world words could not express, and the use of the word
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so recognises the impotency. There was a great thought
taboring for expression, and it had to go forth without
ull expression, and was left in an indefinite state.
Neither can it be measured by our conception, because
that is finite, as we are, and the love is infinite, as
God is.

Then the apostle Paul seemed to labor under the
same difficulty iti that matchless utterance of his about
affiiction : ** For our light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eter
nal weight of glory.” 2 Cor. 4 ch. 17 v. He piles one
epithet upon another in a vain endeavor to reach the
splendor and immensity of the thought, and then takes
refuge in that momentous word eZernal/—so grand, and
yet so indefinite, and incomprehensible to finite minds

to express the magnitude of the heavenly reward which
is in store for the afflicted believer.

I will further state here that, it is neither wise,
necessary, nor useful to contend for the absolute
verbal accuracy of the Bible. Why? Because as a
matter of fact, it is not only not probable, but, under
the circumstances, it does not seem possible ; at least,

the possibility is so contingent and so remote as to
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CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED. 5
make it practically worthless. It can be readily seen
that when this concession is made—as it may be with
out diminishing in any appreciable degree the just
weight and authority of the record—you cut the ground
from beneath the feet of a thousand objectors.
Does a verbal inaccuracy, or a number of verbal inac-
curacies, invalidate any book, or make it unreadable, or
not understandable. 'As a matter of fact they do not.
Indeed, we expect to find them, and we should be rather
surprised than otherwise if we did not ; for we know that
in some measure they are inevitable in any book, the pro
duction of which is dependant, in whole or in part, upon
the imperfect intelligence and mechanical activities of
man. God is infallible, necessarily so, but man is not :
and so long as He works in conjunction with the human,
in the production of any givea result, a certain amount
of necessary imperfection must ensue.

Please to observe, however, that I am not, at present,
admitting that there are verbal inaccuracies in the Bible:
neither um I contending that there are not. The force
of the argument is not dependant upon any admission
one way or the other. T admit, and I think any reason

able man wi!l admit, when T have done, that the Bibte
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is of GGod ; that it is a divine book ; that it is not simply
a human production ; that men were inspired by the
Holy Ghost to write it, and that they were guarded
against error in so doing. But I frankly confess T am
not prepared to admit that the men who copied the
sacred writings, through all the intervening centuries,
were equally, or even partially, inspired, and guarded
against, error, in what was purely a mechanical opera
tion. And I am not prepared to admit that the men,
good as they were, who, from time to time, translated or
revised the Book were inspired, and guarded against
error.  And if these men were not inspired in transcrib-
ing, translating, w.nd revising, verbal inaccuracy to a cer-

tain extent—that is, to the extent of the necessary and

well known imperfections of man—is not only possible,
but exceedingly probable. It is what we might reason
ably expect ; and to think otherwise, or aftirm otherwise
is to flatly deny the clearest dictates of reason and com-
mon  sense.

Having cleared the way thus far, by answering
certain  objections, and by frankly admitting what
the probable facts and the necessitv of the case

seem to call for, we are entitled to proceed with the
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CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED, 17

main enquiry, namely : Is the Bible what it professes to
to be, the word of God ? Is it of Divine origin? And if
<o iy the evidence clearly discernible by the candid
mind, and is it of such a nature that it ought to carry
conviction with it ? I think it is.

I. The first consideration to be submitted is, that
there is a strong presumption, from the nature and con-
stitution of things, in favor of a revelation, and such a
revelation as the Bible claims to be, and is. This argu
ment may be thus briefly stated.

Assuming the existence of God—and we may be
allowed to assume it for the present purpose—and that
we are His creatures, His children if you like that term
better, the work of His hands, and the objects of His
solicitude and care, dependent upon Him physically,
mentally and morally, it is reasonable to suppose that
He would not leave us without a revelation of His will
to guide us. Judging by the analogy of nature and
human experience the thing is at least probable. There
are many things pertaining to us personally and our
relation to Him, necessary for us to know, and concern
ing which He alone could instruct us. We think it

mecessary, and it is necessary, not only to care for and
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support our children, but also to instruct and guide them.
In short, to let them know, from time to time, what our
will is concerning them, and this is necessary for their
well-being.  Surely God, the Infinite Father, is not
likely to do less than we ; not likely to be less mindful
than we are ; not likely, in fact, to omit such a revelation
of His character, and such an expression of His will as
are necessary for our enlightenment and safe guidance.
So that a revelation, and such a revelation as the Bible
contains is clearly probable, and constitutes a strong
presumption in its favor.

I[I. Not only is a Divine revelation probable, but it is
necessary. There are many things which nature, and

reason, and science may explain, with more or less of

completeness and satisfaction, but there are other things,
of great and lasting importan.ce to us, upon which they
are as silent as the grave.

There is not even an answering echo to our deep and
anxious enquiries, Whence am I? What am I? And
whither am I going? The origin, the nature, and the

destiny of man are insoluble problems apart from the

Bible. As to the first, the origin of man, science knows.

nothing and can say nothing. As to the second| the




hem.
. our
their

not
idful
ition
[l as
nce.
Jible

rong

it is
and
s of
ngs,

they

and
And
the
the
IOWS:

the

CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED, 19

nature of man, it may offer some descriptions or expla
nations of a materialistic kind, that is in regard to what
is apparent to the senses, but the deeper and real nature,
with its insatiable longings and far reaching aspirations,
it cannot touch  As to the third, the destiny of man, it
is as impotent as it is in regard to the first—that is, it
knows nothing, and can say nothing. And yet we want
these questions answered. It seems necessary to our

comfort and well-being that they should be answered.

‘hey will not back down, and out. They will force
themselves to the front. They voice themselves
in our inmost consciousness. They cry aloud, and
spare not.  Whence? What? Whither? Reason i1s
silent. Nature is silent. Science, the interpretation,
and classification of nature, is silent. The Bible alone

is vocal, and is our only reliance and interpreter. It
tells me I am of God, and from God ; that I am made
of the visible and the invisible, body and soul ; and
that I am tending in the direction of fixity and eternity;
an eternity unspeakable in its nature and possibilities.
Other questions arise in the thoughtful and earnest
mind, equally profound and important, and equally in

soluble apart from the Bible, such as: Why am T per
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petually dissatisfied with all things earthly? Why am I
constantly drawn in the direction of natural, mental and
moral disintegration ? Whence this constant tendency to
the evil in preicrence to the good? Why must I suffer
so much in this world, and especially why must I suffer
¢o much through the wrong-doing of others? [ know I
must die, because it is the universal experience, but why
must I die? What is the reason of it? Why cannot the
present state of being, and present relationship, be con
tinued endlessly? Why must I give up a certainty for
what, if it be not an uncertainty, is, at least, an uncer
tain quantity? Why do I heave my aching heart, and
stretch out my feeble hands, and articulate with my
faltering tongue, and peer with my glistening eyes into
the dark future after the vanished form ?

Why all this? These and other questions come un
bidden, unsought. They well up in the mind involun
tarily, and bid us seek, and seek earnestly, the possible
answer. We have a right to ask, and we have a right to
seek. It is not meant we should be ignorant where
knowledge, by lawful means, is attainable. Close your
Bibles, and you must remain in the dark. You may

think, and think until nature is exhausted, and you will
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CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED, 21

think in vain. These problems are too deep for a
merely intellectual solution. They call for a Divine one,
and that, in the nature of the case, must be a revelation,
by some connecting agency, fror: on high. There is
something terribly wrong in this world. Things are out
of joint. There should be harmony, and peace, and
contentment, and light, and perpetuation of life ; but
instead, the sad experience of all men in all ages testifies,
we have confusion, strife, dissatisfaction, darkness, suffer-
ing, separation, death. Why? The Bible furnishes the
answer. It speaks of something it calls sin, and it
defines sin as the transgression of the law, the law of
God. That explains everything. That furnishes the
key to these manifold difficulties and perplexities. That
shows us why we are as we are. That is the prime root
and cause of all that afflicts humanity. - Take sin out of
the world, and the change would be marvellous and
complete.

II1. Then look at the purity of the Bible. It is so
pure in its tone. so elevated in its morality, so excep-
tional and original in its teaching, so impartial in 1ts
history of men and nations—even the most exalted and

the most favored—so consistent in its denunciation of all
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impurity and wrong doing, and so constant in its uphold
ing of what is pure and right, that it is incredible to
suppose that it had simply a human origin. Where did
the ten Commandments —the Moral Law-—come from ?
How did they originate ?  What mind gave birth to that
marvellously perfect, all-.embracing, far-reaching, and
enduring code. It was put forth in what was really, as
compared with the present, a dark and barbarous age.
Certainly it was not an age distinguished for moral excel
lence as we uaderstand morality.  Certainly the most
favored nation in the world at that time-—God’s chosen
people——had not within it a man of intellect so gigantic,
and moral proportions so colossal, as to produce such a
code. It was not likely to emanate from any humar. cource
in such an age as that, nor for the matter of that in any
age. The only way to arrive at a reasonable and satisfac
tory solution is by admitting the correctness of the record,
that it came from God, and in the time and manner
there stated. Then, turning from the old to the new
Testament, look at the teaching of Jesus Christ. Take
that peerless utterance, which has been the wonder of
the intellectual and moral world for over eighteen hund

red years, the Sermon on the Mount. How it shines
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still, after the lapse of centuries, in its pure crystalline

brightness and unfading glory. It is so pure--so incis

55

ively pure, if such an expression may be used, that it

strikes deep down into the inmost recesses of the human

heart, and tracks the motive as well as the act, the inten

tion as well as the execution of the intention. A man

must not only not do evil, he must not think evil, for

God will call him to account for the one as well as the

other. Now as far as human law is concerned--even in

this advanced age, and amongst nations of the highest

probity, culture, and moral advancement—we never

entertain the thought of calling a man to account for

thinking evil, much less punishing him ; and what is

more, we are utterly incompetent to do it. He may

think as much evil as he likes, and as long as he likes :

he is safe from punishment so long as his thoughts,

however vile, do not mature into words and acts that

may operate to the disadvantage and injury of others.

Surely, this is a Divine principle which lays hold of the

motive, and makes a man responsible for evil intention,

or unlawful desire that stops short of the act. It cer

tainly is not of the human, nor is it within the compe-

tence of the human.
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IV. Then let us also consider that the #n:ty of truth in
the Bible is as remarkable as its purity, and points to
the same origin. Now whatever adverse criticism may
be offered in regard to any isolated portion of Scripture,
-or indeed, if you like, in regard to the whole, one thing,
in all fairness should be conceded, and that is that there
is a oneness about it, and that all the books of the Old

and New Testament are substantially one book.

One grand increasing purpose runs through the whole,

from Genesis to Revelation, the education, uplifting and
recovery of a lost race. No sooner is the sad fact
stated of the fall of the first pair—as it is in one of the
carliest chapters—than the Deliverer is announced and
promised ; and the great and beneficent enterprise is
kept steadily in view unto the last chaper, and almost
the last verse of the last book that the volume contains.

Let it also be borne in mind that while the Bible is
substantially one book, it is made up of a number
of books by different writers, who wrote at diff
erent times, extending over a period of fifteen hundred
or two thousand years ; and that these writers were as
varied in their personality, education, disposition, sur

roundings, experience, mental calibre, and even preju-
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dices, as men generally are ; and yet we have a substan

b (> ~ al y »
and marvellous unity of truth, that cannot reasonably be

accounted for on the ground of either collusion, Jesign,

or chance. ‘The only way to account for it, without

doing violence to common sense, is to frankly admit

what the record claims, that *“ Holy men of God spake

as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

One prevailing and powerful personality dominates

the whole Book, securing unity amid much that is

diverse, and that personality is clearly not human but

divine.

V. We have also much valuable concuirent testimony,

N = y “te P Y M =Y 1 T >
in regard to the more ancient facts of the Bible, inscribed

upon clay tablets dug out of the ruins of Nineveh, which

now are, and have been for many years, treasured in the

British Museum. ‘These records, which are said to be a

part of the library of the grandson of Sennacherib of Bible

fame, contain accounts, more or less full, of the Crea

tion, the Fall, the Deluge, the building of the Tower of

Babel, and the Confusion of Tongues. ‘The account of

the Creation, and the Iall is said to be much longer and

fuller than the record in Genesis; also some important

details are added about the origin of evil, the fall of the
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angels, and the wickedness of the serpent  The condi-
tion of things before the creation is described as chaos,
answering to the Biblical account that “the earth was
without form and void, and darkness was upon the face
of the deep.” Creation is represented as being the
work of a plurality of gods, answering to the Elchim of
Genesis, which is well known to be plural, and thus
giving the first intimation of the doctrine of the Trinity.
Successive stages marked the creation of the world,
answering to the Bible days, or the indefinite periods of
time which science calls for. At each stage in the por
cess the work is pronounced good. Then man “is
made upright, and free from evil, and endowed with the
noble faculty of speech.” God instructs him in his duty,
but he yields to temptation and falls ; then the curse is
pronounced, and its effects fall upon him and his poster
ity, producing all the attendant evils which have ever
since afflicted humanity. Mention is also made of the
fall, through ambition, of a Celestial Being of great in
telligence and power, of a war in heaven, and of the
defeat and final overthrow of the conspiring and rebel
lious powers; answering to the Scripture references to

Satan, “and the Angels which kept not their first estate.”
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One of the most interesting records is that about the
Deluge, which is, in all. the main and important points,
the same as the Mosaic account. Here it is in brief,
according to the translation of Mr. Gecrge Smith of the
British Museum: “A great flood was sent upon the
carth to punish men for their wickedness. One man,
Sisit, receives a Divine warning, and a command to
build a huge ship, and to take into it a chosen few only of
mankind, together with some of all other living things.
The flood came, then subsided ; the ship grounded upon
a mountain ; birds were sent out and returned twice,
but the third time returned no more. Then Sisit went
orth, built an altar, and made a sacrifice.”

These are important confirmatory evidences of the
integrity and accuracy of the sacred record, and they are
all the time increasing. New and even more important
discoveries are being made. The hoary past has become
vocal. The earth has lifted up its voice. The very
stones are crying out, and claiming to be heard. Even
the long lost sepulchres of the illustrious dead have
opened, and given their testimony. The bodies of some
of the ancient kings—the Pharaohs of Egypt-—have been

found and identified beyond any doubt ; and so perfect




28 CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED,

was the art preservative among the Egyptians that after
three thousand years or more they are in a perfect state 3 m

of preservation. You may travel to Egypt, and enter

the museum at Bulak, and there see the very form and a
features of Seti I. the father of that * Pharoah’s daugh Pl
ter” who rescued the infant Moses from the Nile, and ex
the man who issued that infamous edict for the slaying fo
of all the male children of an enslaved and oppressed a
people. And along with it you can see that of his son A
Rameses II.--called Rameses the Great—and so per su
fectly has the decay of nature been arrested, by the
marvellous art of the Egyptians, that after the lapse of ar
thirty-two centuries, while there is a difference in the two th
faces--the father’s being more refined than that of the =
son - there is nevertheless an astonishing and unmistak L4
able likeness. q
Rameses 1I. was said to be a great man- -great in pe
battle and conquest, great in building palaces and de
temples which even in their ruin and decay are the ind]
wonder and astonishment of the world but he was gl
emphatically a hard man, brutal we might say. He, e
even more than his father, was an oppressor, and his
fearful exactions and unrelentless cruelty made the i
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enslaved race groan by reason of their bondage, and cry
mightily unto God for deliverance.

Let me explain here, parenthetically, to guard against
a possible misapprehension, that the body of the
Pharaoh of the plagues, the hardened heart, and the
exodus- - Menephtah, son of Rameses 1I.—has not been
found. Probably it never will be. He may have found
a nameless grave, with the pursuing host, in the Red Sea.
At least, the non-discovery, up to date, is significant and
suggestive.

There they are, those two, Seti and Rameses, father
and son, side by side in that museum at Bulak. Over
three thousand years have gone by since they lived, and
moved, and had a being. Conjointly and singly they
ruled a mighty empire for near upon a century, if not
quite. They lived sumptuously, ruled despotically, built
palaces and temples of surpassing magnitude and gran-
deur, fought battles, made extensive conquests, and
under them the empire attained its zenith of renown and
glory. They were worshipped as gods, and yet they had
to pay the debt of nature, and die as other mortals die.

“They were embalmed with an exquisite art, and decked

with gold, and silver, and all manner of precious stones,
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and then carefully and secretly put away in the royal
sepulchre, in the valley of the Tombs of the Kings,
under the Theban hills. After a period of silence and
forgetfulness, equal to a full half of the entire history of
the human race, a chance discovery brings them forth
again to the light of day. 1In the presence of competent
witnesses the wrappings were carefully removed, the
inscriptions and syinbols noted, and the identification

completed, and established beyond reasonable doubt.

Those uncovered faces, full of life-like expression even

yet, and gazed at by the passing tourist, hush the soul in
awe, and speak volumes to the reverent mind. They
have a language all their own, and an eloquence which
death and the reverberating centuries can alone inspire,
and say to us in deeply solemn and admonitory tones,
in the words of Holy Writ: ¢ lLet notthe wise man
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in
his might ; let not the rich man glory in his riches, but
let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth
and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise
loving-kindness, judgment and righteousness in the
earth.” Jer. g9 c. 23-24 v.

And to the unbeliever—who has tried to persuade
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himself and others that these ancient facts of Biblical
history are simply pleasant myths and legends fit only for
the entertainment of children—they utter a stern rebuke,
and call for a reasonable exercise of faith in the unity
of the word of God.

VI. Consciousness, or the answer of the human soul
to the Divine word, is perhaps the most important, and
the most convincing evidential consideration in regard
to this subject. At least, after a good deal of thought,
[ am disposed to assign it that pre-eminent position.
‘What do I mean by the answer of the human soul to

the Divine word ? T mean this, that the Bible strikes me

as being remarkably unlike all other books. So much

higher, purer, better in every respect as to, at least, sug-
gest that its origin cannot be human. It is, in fact,
unique. Even in a literary point of view it is admitted
by the best authorities to be unrivalled. Then, there
are references in it to certain things which it is almost
incredible to suppose were within the scope of human
knowledge at the time they were made. TIsaiab speaks
of God as “He that sitteth upon the circle of the earth,”
40 ch., 22 v.  Every school boy knows, or should know,

that the knowledge of the rotundity of the earth is a
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comparatively modern acquisition. At least, we have
no evidence that it was understood in the times of
Isaiah. 'The strong probability is that it was not. Then
how did the idea get into the prophet’s mind, except
from a source other than human, in fact, Divine. Then
again Job says, chap. 26, 7 v.: “He stretcheth out the
north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon
nothing.” If that is not a clear recognition and state
ment of the law of gravitation I shall have to give up
trying to understand what language means. We know
that gravitation is a modern discovery, and perhaps the
greatest ever was made, or ever will be. And yet
there we have it in that ancient record. How did it get
there? Where did it come from? Was it human or
Divine? It is not necessary, for the force of the argu-
ment, to suppose that the Old Patriarch understood the
nature of the law, of which his statement is an illustra
tion, or its boundless extent and application. Probably
he did not, but it is there neverthless, and common
sense must recognize it, and admit that it came from a
higher source than he. In other words, it was a little
bit of light shot straight from heaven, through the mouth

of this ancient man, giving the first intimation of that
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tlaw which enfolds the universe in its grasp, and which
L the wisdom and rescarches of the wisest and the best,
Lfor centuries upon centuries, failed to discover,

l Then take a reference of a somewhat different nature,

Ehut illustrating the same point, Isaiah’s prediction regard

ing the Coming Deliverer, ¢ ch.,, 6 v.: * I'or unto us a
tchild is born, unto us a son is given ; and the govern-
fment shall be upon his shoulders; and his name shall be
alled Wondertul, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The
'l'l\crl;utmg ather, The Prince of Peace.” T'he literary
xcellence and moral crandeur of that forecast of the
uture is simply unapproachable.  What a reach of pure
fand elevated thought ! What a combination of epithets !
Vhat a climax! [ am not unmindful of the many sam-
les of rare eloquence which we have, and which the
“memory of a moderately informed man may recall.  Of

2

‘Dante’s force and fire, and intensely realistic descrip

tions. Of Shakespearc’s profundity, wide knowledge,
narvellous reach of thought, and felicity of expression.
Of the melting pathos of Milton’s Eve’s lament on
aving Paradise.  Of the profound religious tone and

npressive  diction of Burns’ Cottar’s Saturday night.



—— =

e

34 CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED,

impeachment of Warren Hastings. Of Macaulay's

polished periods and rhetorical climaxes in his descrip iy
tion of the Puritans in the essay on Milton. All these L
and more may easily be recalled, but they “ pale their bef
ineffectual fire,” and sink into comparative nothingness o1
before the simple majesty of the ()l.(l Seer’s prophetic bric
utterance. wh%
And then look at what follows in the 7thverse: ““ Of 45
the increase of his government and peace there shall be Wh
no end.” Whoever heard of a government without an s
end before? How came such a thought to the surface pr
at all? Is there anything in the wide range of human G
experience to suggest it? Is there aught in ancient or S
modern history to give it birth? Nothing ! Absolutely i .h.
nothing ! It is notoriously universal that human govern- o
ments have an end, and sometimes a very speedy one. § il
“There has been no exception to the rule thus far, and it : forn
is not likely there ever will be. 1
I repeat, where did that thought come from? There bl
is only one reasonable and common scnse answer. It g
came from above. It is a Divine conception, relating to o
a Divine person, and a Divine govefment; for perpetuity T
cannot be predicted or aftirmed of that which is human. it
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We have been dealing with Old Testament references;
take one now from the New as an example of what might
be produced from that source. Paul in his defence

before Agrippa Acts 26 ch. 13 v. -says. At midnight,
O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the
brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them
which journeyed with me” T'hat, both as to the phen
omenon itself and the expression of it, is very unique.
Who, except Paul, under these extraordinary circum
stances, ever had cognizance of a light above the bright
ness of the sun.  And we may fairly assume that he had
no such experience hefore, and therefore nothing to
suggest either the thought or the expression. ‘The sun
is by far the brightest object within the sphere of human
vision, and therefore no man of himself, and under

ordinary circumstances, would be likely to conceive and

' formulate such an expression.

The conclusion is plain and irresistible, namely, that
here we have a remarkable fact stated, and stated
in such a manner, that it strikes us as something other
than human, and far above and beyond the human.

'l'hgsc instances might be multiplied, but T forbear,

and perhaps wisely.

I have not made this aspect of the
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subject a matter of special or extended investigation for
the present writing, but have simply given such illustra
tions as are immediately within my present recollection.
Others there are, and many, and perhaps more forcible
than these I have given. 1 scarcely ever read the Bible
without coming across some thought, or fact, or peculi
arity of expression that strikes me with astonishment, and
appeals to my consciousness in favor of its claim to be the
very word of God, and the revelation of his will to man.

The Bible is both the foundation and the text book

of Christianity. I have made some attempt to pass its

claims under review, not from a critical, but from a com-
mon sense standpoint.

It is eminently a common sense Book, and is most
faurly treated, and best served by a common sense
defence. Get rid of the notion, once for all, and as
quickly as possible, that it is necessary to understand,
and explain, and harmonize everything in order to

believe in it as an inspired record.  Such a consumma-

tion is neither practical, nor necessary.  If the weight of

evidence inclines in its favor, you are bound as a reason-
able man to accept it: and if you accept it, you are
x *

bound as an honest man to live by it.
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CHAPTER "11.

Handling the Word of God.

Fuere can be no doubt about the importance of the
Word of God, and the responsibility of handling it
I'here are many directions and admonitions given.  The
Apostle Paul gives one, which, combining the negative
and the positive, is at the same time a valuable picce of
autobiography.  *‘Therefore seeing we have this min
istry, as we have received mercy, we faint not ; but have
renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in
craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully ;
but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves
to every man’s conscience in the sight of God ;” 2 Cor ,
4 ch, 1, 2 vs. ‘I'ne whole scope and meaning of this
statement seems to be, that as far as the apostle was con-
cerned, in his ministry, he gave the Word of God a

strictly honest treatment. He put away dishonesty,
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craftiness, and deceit, and depended upon a straightfor-

ward presentation of the truth.  Whatever others might he

do, he would not resort to any tricks. Model man, and an

model minister! Where are your successors today wl

Are they few or many? Paul .answereth not, and

until some one does, of equal experience and authority, the

the question may safely be left open. : ma
Then, it is possible for a man to be dishonest, and ing

crafty, and deceitful in handling the Word of God? : fuc

Well, that is plainly implied in what the apostle says ; and imj

it is not at all improbable that his mind, at that time, was : anc

painfully dwelling upon some signal examples of this suc

strange perversity, which had come under his own obser effic
vation. Perversity did I say? It is altogether too mild a 1
word. Strike that out and write depravity, and in large are
letters too, for he who is not honest in such a business ; can
is certainly depraved. Int
Let it be observed here, that a man handles the Word I fea
of God deceitfully when he attempts to handle it at all profe
that is, with a view to the edification of others- -with duty,
out the proper and necessary qualifications for such an othel
important work.  Manifestly he is conveying a false is, as

impression, for the expectation, and the just expectation, truth
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is that he is capable of doing that for which upon trial
he is found unfit. He commences by deceiving himself,
and ends by deluding others. Truly was it said by One
who spake much truth, “The children of this world are,
in their generation, wiser than the children of light.” In
the world, and in all secular occupations and callings, a
man is invariably expected to be fitted by special train-
ing and experience for his work. He doesn’t rely upon
tuck, or chance, or inspiration, for the right discharge of
important functions and duties. He must be taught,
and he must learn before he can perform aright and
successfully, and especially before he can become an
cfficient instructor of others.

How is it that common sense and human experience
are ignored, in regard to the most exalted work that man
can engage in, namely, “handling the Word of God.”
In these days there is a growing impression among many,
I fear a great many, that every man who is converted, or
professes to be converted, is at once able, and that it his
duty, to handle the Word of God to the edification of
others. Any man may speak as far as he knows, that
is, as far as he is really educated and qualified ; but the

truth is that converted novices are liable to go beyond
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their ~ctual acquirements, and assume that they arc as
capable, as the most educated and experienced, to do
that for which their present acquirements and experience
do not fit them. They will sometimes go farther than
this, and assume that they have a special endowment of
wisdom and enlig ..enment, by which they are enabled
to instruct the most instructed in the deep things of
God ; while, at every step, they are palpably manifesting
th(;-ir incompetence, and injuring the cause of truth
which they sincerely wish to serve.

Do [ wish to discourage these novices in the faith ?
Yes, to the extent of inducing them to cultivate a
diffidence which fits their immaturity, and is really
charming, and a modesty which is very becoming. No,
if you mean would I frown down all their attempts at
increase in knowledge, and usefulness. T'hey must
hegin somewhere, and that is at the bottom of the ladder
of Divine knowledge, and ascend gradually. They must
learn before they begin to teach, and it is advisable
always to keep within the limits of personal experience.
and well-ascertained truth,

Nor is this unwisdom confined to young believers. |

have seen and heard old believers, old in faith and in
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years, get up in a meeting, and read a chapter containing
the profoundest truths, and without previous thought, or
even pretence of preparation, launch out into a discon-
nected incoherent explanation, to the disgust of the
hearers and the injury of the truth.

When will men, even good men, learn that the most
serious, and the most responsible business any man can
undertake is “ handling the Word of God.” A very
great man once said, “Who is sufficient for these
things 2"

I fear that that widespread and useful organization,
for which every lover of his fellow men must cherish a
sincere respect, the Salvation Army, will not pass entirely
without some adverse criticism in this connection. That
the organization has met a real need, and accomplished
a great deal of practical good, cannot be doubted. That
it cannot be wrong for people to cry Hallelujah, and
sing spiritual songs, and pray, and exhort one another to
cleave to the Lord is equally beyond doubt ; but when
it comes to *handling the Word of God,” one has to
confess that it is done, for the most part, in a crude and
unsatisfactory fashion. This is no doubt mainly because

the importance, the tremendous importance, of the
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matter is not fully realized. It is true that the ordinary 1
"‘ Salvationist does not travel very far, or attempt much, in I
the way of Biblical exegesis. His remarks are generally v
short, and if they were as correct and pointed, in dis- le
closing the mind of the spirit, as they are brief, they would St
be truly admirable and effectual. But, unfortunately, this tc
is not the casc. 'There is toc often a pointless, endless lie
iteration of the same things, whatever the portion of ay
Scripture under review may be. The two words upon a
: which the Salvationist rings all his changes are salvation yc
and damnation, and so long as he keeps to therma he is of
‘ liable to be tolerably consistent in his statements; but Bi
: when he travels into the region of expounding, the result sta
is generally disappointing, and in some cases mimitably mt
grotesque. An
| | What about the Bible in our public schools? Is it edg
[ treating the Book rightly, that is honestly, to admit it or ves
to exclude it? Probably the majority will contend An

. that the honest and rightful treatment is in the admis- &
sion. Is the majority right? With becoming humility, i
mus

! and with becoming firmness I beg to confront that
! S ; & tion
majority and say no, you are wrong. Unless a better

mak

argument can be adduced than any I have yet heard, for

thei
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the retention of the Bible in our public schools, it is at
least inexpedient to keep up a perpetual strife, and pre-
vent a possible solution of what promises to be an end-
less difficulty in our educational system. I.et common
sense rule, and a conclusion will be reached alike just
to all, to Catholic and Protestant, to believer and unbe-
liever, and to the Book itself. It is doubtful if the
average teacher is capable, certainly not specially
<apable, of dealing with “the oracles of God ;” and yet
you require special capability in every other department
of duty. For I hold that a man in order to read the
Bible, with any profit to others, must have a good under-
standing of its deep and widely extended meaning, and
must be imbued, in some measure, with devout feeling.
And is it not a fact that devoutness and special knowl-
edge of the Bible are not insisted upon as part of the
necessary qualifications for teaching in a public school.
And then there is another consideration, that so long
as our teachers are of all shades of religious belief
or disbelief—-and from the necessity of the case they
must ever be so—-and so long as no special qualifica-
tions are required in that direction, the wisdom of
making the public reading of the Bible a part of

their duties may be seriously questioned.
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We have arrived at such an advanced state of
civilization now, that children are compelled to go to
school to be educated ; but no man who knows anything
of the Divine nature or the Divine law will seriously con-
tend that anyone, young or old, should be, to any extent,
compelled to read the Bible ; or be placed ‘in any posi-
tion where disadvantage might acerue from a seeming or
real indifference.  No, compulsion, eyen in a:mild form,
has no place there, nor is it in accordance with-the mind
of its author, whose judgment is perfect, whose will is
absolute, and whose decision in any case is without
appeal. The place for the Bible, or to read or teach the
Bible, is in the home, the Sabbath School, and the
Church, but not in the public school, where the purely
secular and educational, as distinguished from the
religious, is being pursued ; and where a certain amount
of compulsion may be lawfully exercised, that is plainly
anot allowable in regard to the reading of the Word of
God.

[ am quite aware that some wonderfully pious and
orthodox people may possibly lift up their hands in holy
horror, and cry heretic ! unbeliever! I care not for your

maledictions. T value truth above aught else, and T will
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not part with it to please you, or to secure your devout
patronage and good opinion.  And T know, too, that, as
Lucretius .says, ““No pleasure is comparable to the
standing upon the vantage ground of truth.”

3Jut what about the pulpit, that most widely extended
agency for ** Handling the Word of God?2”  Are all its
occupants always honest, always truthful, never crafty
nor deceitful > ““I'ell it not in Gath, publish it not in
the streets of Askelon,” T fear not.  Does the man who
occupies “The sacred desk ” always exhibit evident
qualifications and fitness for so important a function ?
Again T say, but in a whisper, I fear not. We are touch-
ing tender ground here, gentle reader, and we must walk
softly and cautiously.  When we  begin commenting
upon preachers you must know that we are dealing with
a class of men who are proverbially sensitive, at least a
little more so than some other men. 1 don’t know what
makes them so, except that, perhaps, they have not
knocked about the world as much as you and I have;
and they are just a little liable to stand on personal and
professional dignity, which is aboyt the worst thing a
man can do if he has any real regard for his own com

fort, or the comfort of the people about him. They are
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‘ not all alike, of course not.  You could scarcely expect i
: them to be so. I'hey vary as indefinitely and as widely ¥ -
) as other people ; but they have many things in common, o
and of the things they have in common, those most D
prominent -that is, those most clearly recognized by o
others if not by themselves -are sensitiveness, profes- I
sional dignity, and fallibility. hd
Am I going to apply the lash to the clergy? Not at be
| all.  Am I going to pronounce a fulsome culogy > Not of
| that either. I don’t propose to do either the onc or the
other. As a class they are amenable to criticism the s&l
! same as other people, and they generally get a good of
‘ share of it. As a class they have distinguished excel i
‘ lencies, and, honesty will add, some weaknesses. req
They have produced some of the keenest intellects T
1 k and 1ost consecrated lives that have ever illuminated Thi
i1 the darkness of this dark world ; and they have produced cas
some of an entirely opposite complexion ; and they have e
produced a very large number that might fairly be - Ioac
assigned a middle position between these two extremes ' I
rx; ‘. men of average ability, goodness, and consecration. that
I have met ministers of all denominations, Catholic and shiod
Protestaat, whom any man must love for their sterling : P

="
oy

e
Pt s —




y expect
as widely
common,
0se most
mized by

s, profes-

Not at
Iy ? Not
e or the
icism the
itoa gn()d
1ed excel
e

intellects
luminated
: produccd
they have
fairly be
) extremes
1secration.
tholic and

ir sterling
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integrity, honesty, and truth ; and I have met others to
whom my Dbetter nature and my kindliest feelings did
not respond. T'hey are human, and strange to say
people are liable to lose sight of that most obvious fact
and expect altogether too much from them. At present
I am simply assuming the part of a critic, a kindly one 1
hope, with a view of pointing out some things that may
be amended in regard to that most-important function
of “Handling the Word of God.”

Are sufficient care and judgment exeicised in the
selection and education of young men for the occupancy
of this important office, and the performance of these
important duties? I fear not. Is the fundamental
requirement, namely, the God-given faculty, sufficiently
recognized and understood ? Again T say, I fear no
Indeed, it may be doubted whether in a great many
cases it is recognized or understood at all. 'T'his, if true,
is a lamentable state of things, and it leads, and must
lead, to a widespread state of inefficiency and barrenness.

Do we practically, as well as theoretically, recognize
that preachers, like poets, are born not made ? We
should, and having found the born preacher it is

our plain duty to accord him every possible chance
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of mental improvement ‘and equipment, and cvery
possible opportunity of acquiring a widely extended
knowledge, of a special kind, to fit him for his
life-work. At the same time we must get rid of the
notion, once for all and as quickly as possible, that any
young man of respectable appearance and connections,
of average mental capacity, and of Christian conviction,
can be educated into a preacher. . It is not so. Ilduca
tion will educe, that is, it will draw out and develop the

God-given faculty, but it cannot create it, nor confer it.

A young man may be taught to make and recite a

sermon correctly, and with a certain amount of efficiency
perhaps, but he cannot be taught to preach one : that is
God's work, resulting from an inborn faculty, and a
Divine endowment and call. It is not difficult to dis
tinguish between the reciter of sermons and the born
preacher. The former reminds you of a school boy
getting off his lesson, while the latter strikes you as a
dominant force, and a * Master of Assemblies ™

Has it ever occurred to the reader that among the
thousands ¢f good. excellent, devoted, pious, learned
men who occupy our pulpits to-day, really original

thinkers and preachers are, to put it chartably and
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CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED, 19

mildly, in a most distinguished minority. Is it not so,
ind why isit so? T'he cause is neither obscure, nor far
to seek. ‘The fault is mainly in the beginning. No
man, however well qualified otherwise, is fit to have the
charge of young men who have the ministry in view, who
is-not himself an independent and vigorous thinker ;
e who is not preparcd to insist upon common honesty
in regard to the mental treasures of others, and the
exercise of honest independent thought. They should
be taught that it is their duty not to retail other men’s
thoughts, but to be themselves creators of thought, as
they can most certainly be if they are true to themselves
and the gift which is in them. Fach one should be a

voice, not an echo. \Who would be an echo, when it is

juite within his power to be a voice. And they should
be further informed, kindly but firmly, that as they begin
they will be likely to continue ; and that if they do begin
using crutches they need not be surprised if they dis
cover, some day, that they have lost the use of their
legs, and are cripples for life, and objects of pity, if not
of contempt.

.This touches the root of a good deal oi manifest

ulpit inefficiency to day. There is altogether too mu.ch
i y ) f
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dependence upon *‘ Pulpit Aids,” * Sketches of Ser
mons,” “ Homiletic Reviews,” and * Sermons by dis

tinguished Preachers ” ; and too little dependence upon

painstaking, independent thought, and patient, personal

investigation of the Word. of God. .\ great statesman
once said that a man who does not speak his own
thoughts cannot be interesting, and he might have added

cannot be effective.
** This above all—to thine own self be true:
And it must follow, as the night the day,

Thou canst not then be false to any man.”,

One source of weakness in the pulpit, which is to be
sincerely deplored, and which is clearly apparent to the
intelligent observer, is the tendency to exaggeration and
undue vehemence, with the evident intention of pro-
ducing an immediate effect. T'here is too much straining
after effect, and especially immediate effect. The end
sought may be good, unquestionably so, but if the
means for its accomplishment have even the appearance
of being questionable or strained, the effect will be in
large measure, if not totally, destroyed. 'There should
not be a semblance of unfairness in stating a truth, or
rebutting an error. ‘The Word of God must not be

handled dishonestly, craftily or deceitfully. All exagger~
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ation and lack of candor, or lack of proper discrimination
are self-destructive,  'I'he moment a preacher produces
the impression that he is straining a point to enforce an
obligation, he discredits his calling, lowers himself in the
esteem of his hearers, does violence to the truth, and
most effectually defeats the very object he has in view.

One or two illustrations of what is meant may not be
out of place here.

When a preacher states for instance, in order to
induce a more regular and constant attendance upon the
means of grace, that it is the duty of his hearers to
attend church with the same regularity and constancy
that he does, he is stating what is manifestly untrue.
I'he obligation is the same up to a certain point, but be-
yond that it is not the same, in fact it is totally different.

With regard to the duty of worshipping God, and
paying proper honor and respect to the place where he
has covenanted to meet witn his people, the duty is the
same ; but the preacher is under another obligation, and
that is to the church with which he has agreed to per-
form certain duties, at certain stated times, and for a
monetary consideration which is supposed to be agree-

able and adequate. He is paid for his attendance ; his
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hearers are not, but rather the reverse ; therefore the

obligation is not the same, neither can it be accounted
cqual. It is manifestly and honestly his duty to be
there, and ready to perform his appointed task, whethe:

they are or not.  And further there may be many valid

reasons for their non attendance which cannot apply to

him, but they are too obvious to need mentioning.

It may be as well, perhaps, to mention one. It is the
most obvious, and may pass with the least question.
Preaching and attendance upon the services of the
sanctnary form the main and the most important occu
pation of the preacher’s life. T'o these, nearly if not
quite, he devotes all his thought and strength, and’ he is
enabled to do it by an arrangement to which he is a
consenting narty.

With the hearer it is totally different. His main
occupation, that to which he must devote his thought
and strength, is nat in the church, but in the world ;
and if he pursues his vocation honestly, ‘and- with
the fear of God before his eyes, he is serving 'God,
and subserving his‘purposes, just as truly as the preacher
in the pulpit.© Am I excusing wilful negligence of

sanctuary duties? By no means. I am simply pleading
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‘efore the fi r common sense, and a fair statement of relative duties.
ccounted [ once heard a young minister keen, brilliant,
ity to be : learned, and with a fair endowment of common sense
, whether say to his congregation that neither he nor they
any valid had done a thousandth part for God of what they might
apply to have done. He was urging with impassioned eloquence,
ng. : and wonderful vehemence, the duty of a larger liber
It is the ality when he made the statement ; and it is worthy of
question. remark that 1f ministers ever lose their heads, in an
5 of the exceptional way, it is liable to be when they are urging
ant occu people to give more. Now he must have known, vpon
ly if not a moment’s consideration, that the statement he made
ind he is was an exaggeration. - ‘T'he most casual reflection” would
“he is a have told him :that there was probably not a single
person present, especially himself; who if he gave all he
lis main : had would give anything like a thousand times more
i thought / than he had already given, or do a thousand times more
world ; ) than he had aircady done. In the enthusiasm of the
nd- with moment he was led, no doubt unconsciously, to sacriiice
ng God, truth to effect ; and yet he failed of the effect too,
preacher because it was so clearly manifest that the statement was
rence of not in harmony with the probable fact.
rueration

¢

pleading In nothing, perhaps, is this tendency to exa
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amore manifest than in what are called earnest appeals to

the unconverted for instant decision. 1 have been pain-

fully impressed by this fact many a time, and I have

pitied the speaker, and pitied the hearers too. Intelli-
gent and Godly earnestness I do not disapprove, but
most sincerely and heartily commend.

I honor the man who feels *‘the burden of souls”
apon his heart, and is determined to deliver himself of
a fearful responsibility by a plain and faithful deliverance

-of the Gospel message with which God has intrusted

him. Yes, I honor that man, and I know that God will
honor him. But the man who steps outside of this
plain line of duty, and by mere vociferation, and
menace, and crude unintelligent explanations and appli-
cations of Scripture, and hell and damnation in abund
ance, seeks to coerce moral beings, and frighten people
into heaven, I have the profoundest contempt

Men must be treated, and have a right to be treated,
as reasonable and intelligent beings, and as God always
treats them, for He says, “ Come let us reason together.”

If you tell a man he is a sinner, he has a perfect right to

-ask you to prove it, and you should be ready with your

proof. If you tell a man to repent, he has a right to

wit!
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CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED.

ask you what repentance is, and why he should repent.
If vou tell a man to believe the Gospel, he has a right
to ask you what the Gospel is, and why and how it
meets his need.  These questions can, and should, be
answered reasonably, intelligently, satisfactorily, and
with that sweet and persuasive eloquence which should
always characterize the ambassador of Jesus Christ.
“ He that winneth souls is wise.”

There is one conspicuously dishonest method of
“ Handling the Word of God,” which is not uncommon
with a certain class of preachers. | allude to the plan
of taking a text not for the purpose of explaining and
endeavoring to show what the mind of the Spirit is, but
simply as a peg upon which to hang a number of miscel-
laneous ideas and observations which have no particular
connection, and are certainly not “profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, or for instruction in
righteousness.”

The most conspicuous example of this method of
treating a portion of Scripture I ever heard was on
these words, **There shall not a hoof be left behind.”
A remarkable text indeed, and it was followed not

by a remarkable sermon, but by a remarkable serics
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-of observations, good, bad, and indifferent, branching
out in every conceivable direction. T cannot recall the
discourse, if we must for the sake of convenience call it
that, for it was of that kind you never can remember,
cven if your life depended upon it. 1 recall one thing,
however, and that is, that in spite of the prediction the
hoof was left behind, for we never heard anything about
it until we got to the end of the sermon, when the text
was again quoted as a sort of artistic finish, and as a
centle reminder of a supposed connection between it
and the discourse.

This is surely not the way to treat the Word of God.
No man in his senses can either approve or commend
it. It plainly comes within the scope of the Apostle’s
implied censure, and may be justly called “ Walking in
craftiness, and handling the Word of God deceitfully.”
And if ever a man does that consciously and designedly

that is, with a full consciousness and knowledge of
what he is doing—it must be because he is not only
dishonest but depraved. I speak strongly, but I speak
truly. I fail utterly to sce how a sane man could bring
himself to believe that he could convey any part of the
mind and will of God to his hearers from such a text as,

* There shall not a hoof be left behind.”
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ranching Ah! but you say, look at the analogy ; contemplate it
ecall the : in its analogical I)c;lrings. Yes, I know what you mean,
e onll and in answer let me say that analogical preaching is of
member, . all preaching the most unsatisfactory and misleading.
ne thing, What is analogy, or rather what is the analogical > It is
ction the pointing out certain resemblances that exist, or are

o A botit ] supposed to exist, between different things. And if you
[ b

the text can find a congregation that is simple enough to aceept
indiasia analogies for arguments, and resemblances for Divine
el truth, you can prove anything you like to their entire
satisfaction.  And yet analogy, sparingly and wisely
of Chd used, may be useful, and to a certain extent is necessary .
Smmend but it must be distinctly borne in mind that it can never
\postle's prove anything -it can only illustrate,
Iking in - Analogical sermons are not difficult (o make, and 1

eitfully.” o suppose that is one reason why young preachers, for the
sienedly most part, fall readily into that kind of preaching.
signedly

: BE 1K HECONSARY 18 Do b6k ikt i Sctibtide
ledge of All that is necessary is to take a portion of criptur
hot only long or short, but generally short, and get up a list of
I speak correspondences or resemblances between certain per
ld bring sons, things, facts, or events, throwing in a few appro
b ofithe priate passages of Scripture, and a few choice ancedotes

text as,

which will appeal to the sympathies of the hearers, and
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you have a sermon complete in a short space of time.
And I have no doubt that numbers of people will say it is
a very nice sermon, and that the preacher is a very nice

man, and will go away in the full persuasion that they

have been very much edified and blessed. " Ah! those

nice sermons and those nice preachers, that send pecople
away well satisfied with themselves, will not, I fear,
bear successfully the final analysis and judgment.
Suppose you heard somebody call Christ, or John the
Baptist, or Peter, or Paul a nice preacher, or their
heaven-born deliverances nice sermons, what would you
think 7 You would think it a most inappropriate
description, and you would be perfectly right.

So now, the sermon that is worth hearing, and that
will do you lasting good to hear, is not a nice sermon,
but a heaven-born deliverance by a heaven-born man
that shows forth plainly and clearly the mind and will
of God.

And how are such sermons made ?  They are
made by the gracious help of Almighty God, by the
Spirit’s endowment, by common sense, by prayer, by
patient, carnest, consuming thought, by strong crying

and tears, by fighting the good fight of faith and success-

men
prea
mos
expr
and

Divi
matt
God
of pr
tatior

vou



of time.
| say it is
‘ery nice
hat they
1! those
1 people
, I fear,
dgment.
ohn the
or their
uld you

ropriate

nd that
sermon,
rn man

nd will

iey are
1)}' the
iyer, by
. crying

SUCCEeSS-

CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED. Hir
fully combating doubt and difficulty, by agonizing the
excellent agony ; and then, delivered in the same spirit,
and by the same aids, they are ¢ Mighty through God.”

Let it be distinctly and constantly borne in mind, by
those whose special business or calling is * Handling
the Word of God,” that a sermon may be eloquent,
orthodox, learned, scriptural, pleasing, faultlessly deliv-
ered, and offending none of the recognized proprieties,
and yet it will fail utterly of its real purpose and end
unless it stamps upon the minds of the hearers some
definite and clear perception of the Divine Will.

The preaching that is needed to meet the require-
ments of the age is plain, direct, practical, expository
preaching. Preaching that contains information of the
most important kind, clearly conceived and as clearly
expressed. Preaching that is void of whims, fancies.
and conceits, and full of unquestioned authority and
Divine truth. What the preacher himself thinks is a
matter of small account, but what God thinks and what
God says, if that can be clearly ascertained, is a matter
of paramount importance. Hence we need less exhor-
tation, and more explanation. Less of I think this, and

vou ought to do that, and more of ¢ Thus saith the
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the lLord.” [.:ss of exhortation to duty. and more of
furnishing adequate motives for the performance of duty

in which the Scriptures abound.  And you may appeal

rightly and successfully to the selfishness, or at least the

self-interest of men, fer that 1s sanctioned by the highest
authority.  As for instance: —* For what shall it profit
a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own,
soul, or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul.”  Mark 8 ch. 36-37 v. “Godliness is prufitable
unto ali things, having promise of the life that now is,
and of that which is to come,” 1 Tim. 4 ch. 8 v. ‘“Seek
yve first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and
all these things shall be added unto you,” Matt. 6 ch.
33 v. When you have convinced a man, or even par
tially convinced him, that, as an actual fact and not a
mere sentiment, it is more profitable to be Godly than to
be ungodly, you have started him in the direction of a
moral change which may lead to the entire transform
ation of his life, and the uplifting of his soul into a
higher and purer sphere.

O ! thou who standest in the place of Christ, hetween
man and God, think much of His meekness and gentle

ness, and emulate His example, and drink in  His
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CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED, 6l

spirit, who did not break the bruised reed, nor quench
the smoking flax.  Deal gently, and wisely, and reason
ably with thy brother man, and he will respond to thy
sentleness and wisdom, and follow thee in the way of
truth and righteousness.  Deal otherwise with him, and
he will be repelled.  “’I'he servant of the Lord must
not stiive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach,
patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose
themselves.” 2 Tim. 2 ch. 24-25 vs.

These are the qualities needed for successfully com-
mending the truth to the conscience, and bringing men
to Christ ~humility, gentleness, patience, meekness, and
aptitude to teach. But it must be confessed, and con
fessed with shame and confusion of face, that these are
not ordinarily the qualities sought for, in a minister of
lesus Christ, by the churches of today. No, they seek

youthfulness and immaturity, showiness, a fair exterior,

a glib tongue, and especially a minintum of knowledge

combined with a maximum of assurance,

Do you say this is a caricature ? 1 wish it was, but
unfortunately it is not. Alas ! for the cause of Christ it
is too true. Why is it not a fact, too well known to be

successfully denied, that when a minister has lived, and
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studied and labored, and suffered long enough to be
humble, and gentle, and patient, and meek, and apt to
teach, it is discovered that he is too old to be interesting
And not to be interesting, to young people of course, is

the unpardonable sin in a minister. His noble weight of

years, his ripe experience, his widely extended and

varied knowledge, his deep insight into the human heart,
his keen analysis of thought, his pathos and his deep
sympathy born of years of trial and suffering ;—all these
are outweighed by that one remarkable defect of not
baing interesting.

Enough of this. Ring down the curtain. Church of
Christ, as thou callest thyself, hide thy face in shame
Alas ! for sanctified humanity. “ How long, O [.ord,

how long.”
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CHAPTER IIIL

The Inconsistencies of Professing
Christians.

Wuar is a Christian? What is a professing Christian
What is an inconsistent professing Christian? Three
important questions, which if we can answer with a fair
show of clearness and satisfaction, we may hope to know
just about where we are, and what to do with the caption
at the head of this chapter.

What is a Christian? Have you ever thought how
widely the ideas of men vary on this matter, and how
diverse are their definitions? Any reputable English
dictionary will give you several, and almost any man
you meet, who is fairly intelligent, will be likely to make
a contribution to the already existing list.

One will tell you that a Christian is a civilized

being as distinguished from a heathen or a barbarian ;
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or in other words, an inhabitant of a civilized and

Christianized country.  Another will tell you that a

Christian is one who has been baptized according to the

orthodox usage of the church to which he belongs

Another, that he

is one who attends church with

more or less regularity, and gives of his means

for the support

of the cause of God. Another,

that he i¢ one who has been formally received into

the fellowship and membership of the church, having

his name duly inscribed upon the roll.  Another, that he

is a member in good standing of any particular orthodox*

communion or chu

rch.  Another, that he is one who is

a member of a particular sect or church, outside of

which it cannot

be allowed that a man can be a

Christian at all; for that, it is contended, is the true

Church of Christ and there is no other.  If I wanted t«

give a definition, in as few words as possible, it would

be this :~a Christian is one who has been born again,

believes in Jesus (

‘hrist, and follows his Leader.

It is simply amazing to what extent human nature can

deceive itself. I

he intellectual sloth of men, in regard

to what pertains to their highest interest and welfare, 15

almost incredible.

They allow themselves to slide and.
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hopelessly sink into merely traditional definitions and
beliefs ; and hence, there are thousands upon thousands
at ease in their consciousness of a possessed Christianity,
which no legitimate application of truth or charity could
proaounce Christians. It is undeniably so, and this is one
of the most cunning, and one of the deepest wiles of the
Devil.  We have it on the most undoubted authority,
that a man may live to the end of his life thinking he is a
Christian, die in the full persuasion that he is a Christian,

go before the judgment throne, and make a strong appeal
to the Judge on the score of the reality and eminence

of his Christianity, and yet find that he has been woe-

fully and totally deceived.

This is no vain imagining, for we have it on the
authority of Christ himself;, and in such positives
language that leaves no room for doubt. *Not
every one that saith unto me, lLord, Lord, shalk

-
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy rame, and in thy name have cast
out devils, and in thy name have done many wonderful!

works? And then will T profess unto them, I never-
&
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knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”
Matt. 7 ch,, 21 23 vs.

There can be no doubt about what is meant by the
phrase “that day,” for it is used in many passages of
Scripture Dbesides this, to indicate the great day, the
judgment day. ““They shall be mine, saith the Lord of
hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels,” Mal. 3
ch. 17 v. “'The Lord grant unto him that he may find
mercy of the Lord in that day.” 2 Tim. 1 ch. 18 v.
Other references might be given to illustrate the point
that “that day” means the great day of zccount, but
these are enough for the present purpose. Beside, the
reference in Matthew, above quoted, 1s too plain to be
mistaken. ‘Therefore we are confronted by, not simply
an awful possibility or probability, but by an awful
predicted actuality, that Many will say unto me in
that day,” etc.

Clear therefore is it as noonday, and more terrible

than any thunder which ever shook the earth,
that many can and will cherish a sad delusion with
reference to their spiritual state through life, through
death, and up to the Judgment throne, which will not

be dissipated till they hear the decision which cannot be
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impeached, and the sentence from which there is no
appeal, “1 never knew you; depart from me.”

The question which settles the reality of your Christian-
ity is, does Christ know you and do you know Him ? This
then is a very important matter to ascertain, if it can be
ascertained, whether Christ knows you and you know
Him in that deep spiritual sense which he intended.
In other words, whether you are a Christian, that is a
Christ’s man, and one whom He will recognize and
accept in ‘“ that day.”

There are quite a number of marks or evidences of a
Christian in the New T'estament, as for instance, love to
the brethren—“We know that we have passed from
death unto life because we love thz brethren :” st
John, 3 ch., 14 v. It would be tedious to attempt to

notice them all, and it is not necessary, because there

are three which are fundamental and substantially in

clude all the rest--faith, obedience, and mora) con
formity to Christ.

Iaith in Christ is the first.  This is the prime requi-

site, and is the foundation of all that follows. I mean a

personal faith in a personal Saviour in order to the

personal salvation of the soul. 'T'his is something that
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each one has to attend tc for himselr. It cannot be

delegated to another, neither can it be assumed for

another. It is a purely personal matter between the
soul and God. Of course a condition of sinfulness, and
helplessness in that condition, must be previously recog

nized as existing, in order to make the reception of so
great a gift as salvation necessary and operative.  But
faith varies, not in nature, but in strength. It may be
the firm grasp of a giant upon Christ, or it may be the
tender grasp of a little child upon the hem of His gar-
ment. I think the reality of faith is the principal test of
its value and efficacy.

Then it leads to something else, namely, obedience,
which is the second fundamental characteristic of a
Christian. He who has a genuine faith in Christ is
likely to render an unquestioned and unquestioning
.obedience to Him in all things. He will not ask useless
questions about the reason of this or that, but he will
ascertain, as far as he is able, the will of the Master, and
then do it without unnecessary delay, and without
reservation.

You and I may honestly differ, in our interpretation

of the Will of Christ, in some particulars. That is both
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possible and likely, but we must each follow Christ

according to the conviction and light we have, or may

attain unto.

We must be true to our honest individual
interpretations of Christ’s will.

I am not your master.

You are not my master. ‘‘ For one is your Master even

Christ, and all ye are brethren.”

The third characteristic follows as logically, and as

necessarily, upon the second, as the second upon the

first ; namely, conformity to the character and life of
Christ.

Faith in Christ leads to obedience to Him, and

obedience to Him culminates in likeness to Him. It is

impossible to obey Him without getting into closer

sympathy, and an ever increasing moral conformity.

Are these tests reliable? I think they are. The

passages of Scripture by which they might be enforced

and illustrated are very numerous, and are too obvious

to need quoting. They will readily occur to any one

having even a moderate acquaintance with the New

Testament.

Having answered, somewhat at length, the first ques-

tion at the head of this chapter, the second and third

shall be disposed of more briefly.

What is a professing Christian ? The answer is simple
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and plain.  He is one who professes to be and do what
we have been endeavoring to describe.  He professes to
have faith in Christ, to obey Christ in all things, and to
be growing daily into the likeness of Christ.

What is an inconsistent professing Christian? Clearly
and unmistakably, he is one who, in some degree or
measure, is false to his profession, false to his faith, false
to his obedience, false to his moral conformity, and
therefore false to Christ.

But why all these definitions and explanations, some
impatient reader may ask ? Well, 1 like to be frank with
you, and I will tell you why. They may be of some use
to somebody. Some poor soul not so highly privileged,
nor so well informed as you are, may be benefited by a
rehearsal of these simple, self-evident truths.  Some one
who is in doubt and darkness may get a little light,
which will give him a clearer apprehension of truths,
which are certainly important and fundamental.  Or
some lone mariner, by this feeble light, may steer his
craft clear of the rocks, and get at last into a safe haven.

But there is another reason. I have been trying to sce

. . . .
that the yard stick is the right length, because I am

going to make’an attempt to measure somebody, perhaps
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vou, and I want to be strictly honest. I don’t want to

be unfair, neither do T wish to take

any unfair ad

vantage.
Or to change the simile, to illustrate the same idea, I

have been trying the balance to make as sure as a poor

fallible mortal can that it is all right. 1 want to give

you your just weight :

*Nothing extenuate

Nor set down aught in malice.””

Surely you will admire my good intentions, whatever
vou may say of my performances when you weigh them

in your balance.

And then thirdly, as the preachers say, how can 1 tell

you, or even pretend to tell yo':, what is inconsistent in

a Christian, until T bave first settled, as well as I can,

what he ought to be and do, according to the highest

standard, and the most undoubted authority. No,

clearly, what has been already put down here is neces

sary in order to execute the remainder of our task with

proper discrimination and justice, and in such a way

that he who may get hit, and perhaps hit badly, may
at least confess that he has not been treated unfairly.

One thinz may safely be taken for granted, confirmed
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as it is by undisputed facts and a large experience, that

there is no argument for Christianity so convincing as a

consistent Christian life; and there is no argument

against it so weighty and overwhelming as an inconsis-

tent one ; hence, the fearfu! responsibility resting upon
all who bear the Christian name, and make a Christian
profession. Men of the world may neglect the Bible,
and leave it upon the shelf unused and forgotten, but
they do not neglect to observe and study the lives of
professing Christians.  Whether they are competent
judges may be seriously doubted, but they are judges
nevertheless ; and they should be able to sce in a
Christian some reflection of the Divine Will as clear,
though not as full and perfect, as they might, if they
w:re so minded, read it in the Written Word. This is
plainly what the apostle means in Rom. 12 ch. 2 v,
where he says, * Be not conformed to this world, but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove ” that is, that ye may show forth, manifest

“what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will
of God.”

I wish to introduce here, before 1 forget, some obser

vations about that common, oft-repeated charge of
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inconsistency in ministers in accepting calls to larger
salaries. \We have heard it so often that it has become
stale and unprofitable. Is there anything init? Not
much ; certainly not near so much as some unfriendly
critics imagine. There would be nothing in it at all if
ministers displayed more common sense, and would be
more honest in their pretensions and statements. 1
have come, to the conclusion, after a good deal of
thought, and I might add a good deal of painful
experience, that while the call to preach the Gospel
must be admitted to be a Divine call, the call to exercise
the gift for the exclusive benefit of any particular com-
munity or church is largely, if not wholly, a human
arrangement ; the desirability or otherwise of which
should be decided by considerations based upon circum-
stances, reason and common sense.

[ am willing to admit the reality of the headship of
Jesus Christ, and what seems to logically follow from
that admission ; but I confess it passes my comprehen-
sion how to associate the honored name, “ which is
above every name,” with the ordinary circumstances and
methods, attendant upon calling and uncalling min-

isters, which are well known to exist in many churches
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of to-day. It seems to be the maxim of some churches,
at least of some people in them, to reverse the apostolic
injunction, * Neither give place to the devil;” and this
would appear to exemplify itself in a marked degree in
the matter of settling and unsettling ministers, I there-
fore feel myself irresistibly drawn, by the logic of facts,

and by = scrupulous regard for the untarnished honor of

the Great Head of the church, to come to the conclu-

sion, that while the call to preach is divine, and must
ever be maintained as such, the call to occupy any par-
ticular sphere is human, and therefore a Dbusiness
arrangement.

Will any man seriously contend that the Divine
Man could even remotely, or by implication, give
His sanction to the calling of a minister to two or
three churches ot the same time, which is notoriously
the case in some instances we have heard of ? Are such
calls Divine calls? We know they are not. No stretch
of human credulity can make them such. Therefore if
ministers and churches wou!d throw away their non-
sense, and come down to plain sense, the charge against
the former of worldliness and inconsistency in accepting

larger salaries would instautly vanish. Why? Because
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it would cease to apply, for any reasonable man would
admit that, on the basis suggested, a minister has the

same right as any other man to make the most of his

abilites for himself, his family, and the (uture of both,

without sacrificing conscience, truth, or his loyalty to

God.

Having disposed of this matter,- I hope with some
measure of conviction and satisfaction, let us look now
at the question of wealth, its responsibilities, duties and
failures, from a Christian standpoint.  Charity and
truth suggest that there are some wealthy men who are
Christians, known to be such not only by their profes
sion, but by their deeds. By their fruits they are known.
Also, there are doubtless a great many of that class who,
at least, make some sort of a profession of Christianity,
and who would feel very much hurt if you cast any
doubt upon the reality of that profession : and there are
others who would scarcely be affected at all by your
opinion concerning them. 1 confess that with all the
charity I can bring to bear, a very wealthy Christian,
while I do not deny his possible existence, is a puzzle to
me. I dont understand him. T find myself looking at

him with wistful, doubting eyes. I cannot help thinking
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of what Christ said : *“How hardly shall they that have
riches enter into the Kingdom of God,” showing
clearly that the rich man is likely to have a hard time of
it when he attempts to go in the direction of the king
dom, with that large pack of accumulated wealth on his
back. He may get in  Christ does not say he will not
but his case would be a good deal less problematical
and doubtful, and he would move along with a quicker,
firmer, lighter step, if he would take off that precious
pack, and distribute its contents, at least a part of them,
to those who are ready to perish, and who would live to
bless his name. -
And then I cannot help thinking of that terrible
picture which the Divine Artist has drawn, with a
master hand, in which He puts aside the invisible veil,
and lets us look for a moment into the next world. If T
wanted to invent a name for that picture, I would call it
This and That. The main figurc in it is a certain man.
Not a bad man, according to the generally accepted
meaning of the word, but simply a "rich man ; a man
well housed, well clothed, and well fed every day of his

life. He had the best of everything, and simply enjoyed

himself, as he thought he had a right to do with his
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own. What did he care about the poor man at his gate?
The dogs could take care of him, and they did. Wealth
could not purchase immunity from death. He must
pay the debt of nature. He died, and then, O horrors !
what a change when he lifted up his eyes, and saw where
he was. Why this? What had he done? Simply lived
for himself, and neglected his plain duty to God and h's
fellow men. Simply did what thousands of his class are
doing to-day, and seme of them are in our churches,
and they call themselves Christians. Christians ! and
professed followers of Him who *though he was rich,
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his
poverty might be rich.”

My rich brother, does it not strike you as a very grave
inconsistency, that you should profess to be daily
striving after a likeness to Him who literally emptied
limself to [ill other people, while you are concerned

about how to make and to keep. He distributed of His

abundant resources, even to the extent of giving His

life, while you are not happy unless you see your
precious pile of wealth increasing day by day. And
then you profess to believe in the Bible, and accept its

teaching as the guide of your life, and it tells you
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plainly that “you are not your own,” and if not your
own how can what you have be yours. And then you
are told “to lay not up for yoursell treasures upon
earth, but to lay up for yourself treasures in heaven.
And how can you lay up treasures for yourself in
heaven ? By using and distributing your wealth, accord
ing to the will of Him who owns you and the wealth
too. You will then become rich toward God.

And then what about those men and women, and
boys and girls, in your factories, and workshops, and
stores ? Do you look upon them as real flesh and blood,
as human beings, as brothers and sisters in the flesh,
and perhaps in the spirit too; as members of the one
common brotherhood of which you form a part? Or do
you follow the wake of the world and worldly craft, and
enterprise, and account them as so much raw material
out of which to manufacture wealth? Which is it?
They know you profess to be a Christian, and they
expect to see you act like one; and it will be a glad and
joyful, and even profitable thing for them if you do.

Well, you say, I conduct my business on business

principles.  You do? Well, I suppose you really

mean that you conduct it on the same principles
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as a fairly honest man does who makes no profession
Christianity.  Or in other words, your Christianity
not taken into account, nor does it appear in your busi-
ness at all.  You think you have done your duty when
you have done what other people are doing, under like
conditions, who do not profess what you do. Do you
call that consistency ? Can you call it honesty ? Can
you really persuade yourself that it is common sense? |
have a better opinion of you than to suppose you can,

As a Christian you are bound to conduct your busi-
ness on Christian principles, that is, according to the law
of Christ, for you are commanded ‘to let your light
so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your IFather which is in heaven.” And if
your light does not shine in your business, where is it
going to shine ; for it is in that you grind out your life
daily and show unmistakably what you are.

But, you say, I must do as other people do, else I
shall not be able to successfully compete with them.
Not so my brother. You must not do as other people

do, except so far as they do right. You must do what

Christ, your rightful Lord and Master, bids you do.

What, in my business ? Yes, in your business. But I
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<an never maike it a success on that line, and people
will laugh at me, and say I am very peculiar, and all

that. Well, let them laugh, and remember there is a

saying to the effect that he laughs best who laughs last.

But T can never succeed on that line, because com-
petition is keen, and the majority of people-—I might
say nearly all of them-—-are working on the other line.
Then give up your business or calling, and try to find
something, the working of which will not conflict with
your high and sacred profession. But I cannot do that
either, for it is my living, my all in this world. Well
then, be honest and give up your Christianity, or at least
your profession of it. Come, settle this business as you
should s ttle it.  Face the alternative and decide.  Be
a man. Give up that wretched, abortive attempt at
being a man of the world and a Christian at the same
time, which is being no man at all. Either strike your
<olors and doff your regimentals, or toe the mark, and
stand straight up a full, honest, consistent Christian man
before GGod and the world.

I hear some one whisper, that man is a crank. Well,
what is a crank? A crank, in a general way, is some-

thing crooked, twisted : and in these days it has come
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w0 be applied in a variety of connections by people of
limited ideas and of a limited vocabulary.

It is certainly a misnomer as far as 1 am concerned,
for I am contending, all along the line, for what is
straight, as opposed to what is crooked.

Jut you say it is a high and impossible ideal of
Christian consistency and duty I am sctting up. Doyou
think so? Allew me to inform you that it is no ideal at
all, sut something practical and practicable, and certainly
consistent, and you know consistency is a jewel. And
vou rich Christians and employers of labor must try to
et the notion of ideality out of your heads, and try to
see that business upon Christian principles is consistent

and practicable, and can be made actual, to the mani-

fest advantage of men, and to the Glory of God. Iailing

this, notwithstanding your profession, the day of reckon-
ing will come, when the prediction of the centuries will
be fulfilled in your bitter experience :—* Go to now, ye
rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall
come upon you. Your riches are corrupted and your
zarments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver is
cankered, and the rust of them shall be a witness against

vou, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire ; ye have
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heaped treasure together for the last days. Behold, the
hire of the laborers who have reaped down your fields,
which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth ; and the cries
of them which have reaped are entered in the ears of
the Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the
earth, and been wanton ; ye have nourished your hearts
as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemncd and
killed the just, and he doth not resist you.” James 5 ch.
1-0 vs.

A glaring inconsistency, which scarcely any one can
fail to notice, is the undue value attached to wealth, and
the comnianding influence exercised by men of wealth
in the churches of to-day. ‘There are two things of
which we may feel morally certain in regard to this
matter.

The first is, the small value that God attaches to
wealth ; the second is, the great value attached to it by
the churches. Any one will be convinced of the sound
ness and truth of the first proposition by carefully read-

ing Christ’s sermon on the mount, especially that part of

it beginning with : “Therefore I say unto you, take no

thought for your life,” etc. 'The spiritual is of paramount

importance, and is worthy of our highest regard, and un
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<ceasing care, while the material is not worth the thought
ordinarily bestowed upon it.  Hence, “Seek ye first”
first in point of importance as well as time ‘*the King-
dom of God and His rightcousness, and all these things
shall be added unto you.” 'The things to be added
are food and raiment, and all necessary material things,
which as compared with the spiritual are of small value
indeed.  As to the second proposition, the great im-
portance attached to wealth in the church and by the
church, it is self-evident and indisputable, to any who
have eyes to see, ears to hear, and understanding
enough to understand.

Go into any church, I mean any community of
Christians, and you will soon find out that the men of
commanding position and influence, who mainly decide
what shall be done and what shall not be done, are not
the men eminent for piety, and poor, as such generally
are, but the men of wealth and social position. There
may be an exception here and there, and I hope for the
credit of the church there is, but I cannot honestly say
that I ever met one. Now, this is all wrong ; it is man
ifestly inconsistent ; it is at variance with the will of the

Master ; it is reversing the proper order of things which
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ought to exist in a Christian church, and it ought to be

trampled upon, and stamped out as speedily as possible.

Do not misunderstand me. I dislike being misunder-
stood, and it shall not be if I can avoid it. I do not
say that there may not be some men in a church emi-
nent for wealth and piety too; and 1 do not say
that they should not have their just recognition
and influence which their possessions, lawfully acquired!
and generously used, fairly entitle them to.

But T do say, and will maintain with my latest breath,
that wealth alone, without regard to the methods of its
acquirement and use, and without regard to qualifications.
of a spiritual nature, does not entitle its possessor to
distinguished position and influence in a Christian
church.

It is singular, and worthy of observation, how these-
inconsistencies, which we have been commenting upon,
and others that might be mentioned, all spring from,
or are connected with, or cluster around that one word,
money. It is only another way of saying that they
spring from conformity to the world, and worldly
maxims and customs. There is that matter of dress, for

instan~e, which helps to intensify and perpetuate dis
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CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED, 8
crimination against the poor as such. It is a difficult

matter to touch, and a very delicate one, and a wise

man, however much he may deplore the evil, finds him

self unable to say much about it. And especially will

he hesitate, and distrust himself, in view of the fact that
he most pungent di.ssertation ever given, about invidi-
ous distinctions in the house of God, based upon differ-
ence in dress and worldly estate, was given eighteen
hundred years ago. and as far as can be seen with little
or no effect.

“ My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. For
if there come into your assembly a man with a gold
ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor
man in vile raiment ; and ye have respect unto him that
weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, sit thou
here in a good place, and say to the poor, stand thou
there, or sit here under my footstool. Are ye not then
partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil
thoughts ? Hearken. my beloved brethren, hath not
God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and
heirs of the kingdom which he bath promised to them

that love him? But ye have despisec poor. Do
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not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the

judgment seats? Do net they blaspheme that worthy

name by the which ye are called ? If ye fulfil the royal
law according to the scripture, thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself, ye do well.  But if ye have respect
to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law
as transgressors. I‘or whosoever shall keep the whole
law and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.”
James 2 ch. 1-10 vs.

While things may not be quite so bad now, in this
respect, as they evidently were in apostolic times, it is un-
deniable that this, spirit of invidious worldliness is not
altogether extinct.  Distinctions are made, lines are
drawn, significant looks are exchanged, remarks are
made, and the poor are offended. It must be apparent,
even to the -asual observer, that a man of good social
position, and ample means, making his advent into a
Christian community, is received quite cordially, and
even effusively : while a poor man, however high up
intellectually and spiritually, is received quite formally
and with discrimination.

Again T may be misunderstood if I don’t put in one

of my parenthetical explanations. Do [ object to the
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rich man being received cordially, and if you like

effusively ? T do not, but you might as well spare your
exuberance-—he will not miss it, and may not be worthy
of it —and bestow it upon the poor man who may be
cheered by it, and will certainly appreciate it if it be
transparently sincere. Do you know where the incon-
sistency of this discrimination against the poor as such
comes in?

It comes in just here, that it is totally opposed to the
spirit, will and conduct of Jesus Christ. Have you ever
given the matter a really serious thought > If you have
not, do so now, and you will find it will bear the closest
investigation, and the severest scrutiny you can bring to
bear upon it.  You will find that not wealth, nor
position, nor loud professions of exceptional saintliness,
but character was the coin which passed current with
Jesus Christ.  You will find also that the severer aspects
of His character and demeanor, His unbending stern
ness and His withering denunciations, were invariably
manifested to and hurled against the proud, the opuient,
and the wealthy, the men of commanding influence and
undoubted position in church and State. Bu: to the

poor and lowly He invariably showed the tenderest
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aspect of His infinitely tender nature, and spoke to them
and of them kindly, gently, and manifested toward them
a remarkable patience, and a loving consideration. He
was always ready to take up their cause and defend them
as He alone could, unmasking their oppressors, and
launching upon them His fierce invective and blighting
scorn.

Bear in mind that in making these statements, con-
<erning Christ, I am not indulging in hyperbole, or

exaggerating facts for the purpose of making out a case.

I am stating in strong, but not too strong, language

what you and I, who have read the life of Christ as re
corded in the gospels, know to be true.

As an illustration of Christ’s severity to certain classes
take the whole of the twenty-third chapter of Matthew,
of which a part only shall be quoted here: * But woe
unto you, Scribes and Phraisees, hypocrites! for ye shut
up the kingdom of heaven against men ; for ye neither
go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering
to go in. Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites ! for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence
make long prayers; therefore ye shall receive the greater

damnation. Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees,
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hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one
proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him two-fold
more the child of hell than yourselves. Woe unto you,
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of
mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the
weighter matters of the law, judgment, mercy and faith ;
these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other
undone.  Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and
swallow a camel. Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres,
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within
[ull of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. Even.
so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but
within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity, Ye ser
pents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the
damnation of hell.”

As illustrations of Christ’s tenderness and compassion
and care for the poor, the unfortunate, the heavy laden,
and the defenceless, take those deeply heartfelt utter-
ances of His commencing with “Come unto me;” or
the parable of the good Samaritan, which answers that
world-wide but much neglected question, *Who is my

neighbor?” or that plain statement concerning the
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proper direction, and the fitting objects of generosity
and hospitality recorded in Tuke 14 ch. 1214 vs
“Then said he also to him that bade him, when thou
makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy
brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbors,
lest they also bid thee again, and a recompense be made
thee. But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the
maimed, the lame, the blind; and thou shalt be blessed,
for they cannot recompense thee; for thou shalt be
recompensed at the resurrection of the just.”

We must bear in mind that this language is not
figurative, but absolutely literal; as literal as that two

and two make four. It has been on record for about

eighteen hundred years, and comes with unquestioned

authority, and from the Divinest source. There can be
no doubt that it was intended to have an important
bearing upon one aspect of the social life of the follow-
ers of Christ, and to teach a practical lesson of priceless
worth, the connection between the conduct of the
present and the blessed fruition of the future. How
many are practising it > Indeed, are there any who treat
the matter seriously at all, or even give it a transient

thought. Not many I fear, certainly it is not general.
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It is 5o uncommon, so universally recognized as being
against the proprieties to ask people to visit you and
partake of your substantials who are not of your set,
but are beneath you in social position, that if, by chance,
you should see some good simple minded Christian
consistently carrying out the plain directions of his
Master, he would be put down as a crank, and that is
the next thing to being called a lunatic. Then, why is
this > You cannot successfully dispute the literality of
the exhortation, or doubt the sincerity of Jesus Christ.
He meant just what He said. Then, why don’t vou as
a professed follower of Him attend to it, and please Him
by a literal and prompt obedience ?  O! ycu say, I think
you are making too much of it, and forgetting that “ the
letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” Well, suppose
you try to extract the spirit or principle, and see what it
looks like. I think you will see that it comes to the
same thing exactly, namely, the necessity of shaping
your conduct in this particular not according to the

usages of the world, but according to the well-known

leanings and preferences of the Master you profess to

love and serve.

Of course, if you do this, people will say that you are
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peculiar, very peculiar, and with a very peculiar em-
phasis upon very ; but you will have the satisfaction of
feeling and knowing that you are consistent and loyal ;
and even they will scarcely be able to refrain from
honoring you for your consistency and loyalty. And
then think how the poor will bless you for your love and
goodness, and think of the reward—¢thou shalt be
recompensed at the resurrection of the just”

I prepose to stop here. I have not exhausted the
list, and had no intention of doing so when I com-
menced writing this chapter. Exhaustiveness is liable
10 end in exhaustion, and that is not pleasant. It would
take a volume to cover the whole ground, but that is
neither desirable nor necessary. Quitz a number of
inconsistencies, calt them little if you like, crop up con-

stantly, and are matters of common observation—these

are too obvious to need mentioning. The gross, flag-

rant ones, that are aired in the public prints, and that
make people stare and talk, for nine days at least, shall
not be advertised in these pages. They get all the pub-
licity they 2are entitled to.

One thing more. If, as a follower of Jesus Christ,

you are sincerely desirous of leading a consistent life,
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you must pay small heed to the world, and much to

your Leader. And you had better keep in mind this

apostolic exhortation and the rich promise attached :

** Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye

separate saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean ;

and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you,

and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the T.ord

Almighty,” 2nd Cor., 6 ch., 17, 18 vs.
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CHAERTER LV

Church Methods and Work.

Tue present chapter is likely to cover a wide field of
observation, involving matters of the most practical
kind, and requiring a fair amount of knowledge and
skill in their proper treatment. Any one, to speak with
advantage, and with some measure ot authority, upon
Church Methods and Work, should have occupied
different points of vantage ground for obscrvation,

and should be able to speak clearly, truthfully and

charitably. He must not be afraid to tell what he has

seen and knows, and vet he must not forget that the
best of men are human, and some of them intensely so.

It is one thing to look at the church and its workings
from the pulpit ; it is quite another thing to make your
observations from the pew. He who observes exclusively

from either the one or the other, is likely to come to a
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partially erroneous and unsatisfactory conclusion. |
«laim the advantage of making my observations from
both points of view.
I have, at different periods of my life, occupied the

one position, and then the other, and had the privilege

of criticising the pew from the pulpit, and the pulpit

from the pew : and from this dual position I propose to
record my observations, for the benefit of any who may
choose to ‘‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest.” I
suppose it is scarcely necessary to warn you that I shall
not shrink from stating the naked truth as it appears to
me. 1 ask no man’s favor; I fear no man’s frown. [
seek the favor of God, and hope to obtain it by a strict
adherence to truth and charity. Truth and charity did
I say? Yes, these are my attendant angels. By the aid
of the one T shall mark keenly ; by the aid of the other
I shall record my judgments as leniently as the limits of
truth will ailow. Iiven then they may appear harsh to
some people, but remember that the harshness of truth
is really a blessing. “ Iqaithful are the wounds of a
friend,” and truth though sometimes wounding is always
a friend.

The most important and the most conspicuous
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worker, in any individual church, is the minister, or
pastor, or whatever else you choose to call him. Names,
in this conneciion, are quite immaterial. However
titles may differ in designating men occupying the same
office, and doing the same work, minister is an appio-
priate designation in any or all of them, for their
vocation is to minister to the spiritual necessities of
others. 1 say the minister is the most important and
the most conspicuous worker. On him, under God,
much depends, and round him cluster all the forces, for
good or evil. which issue from the individual community
of which he is the recognized head.

The power of appointment varies. It may be with
the Bishop, as in the Catholic and Anglican churches.
It may be with the Stationing Committee, representing
the Conference, as in the Methodist Church. It may be

the congregation, with the concurrence of the Presby-

tery, as in the Presbyterian body. Or it may be with

the church absolutely, as in the Baptist and Congre-
gational bodies. In any case a deep responsibility rests
upon the appointing power, for much depends upon
fitness to secure success.

It is worthy of remark in passing, that the Anglican
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and Methodist bodies are drifting in the direction of
a more democratic form of government, especially in
the matter of allowing the people a larger power in
the selection of their ministers. This is doubtless a
movement in the right direction, although, as we know,
there are evils connected with a pure democracy. But
whether the appointing power is with the Bishop, or
the Stationing Committee, or the Presbytery in con-
junction with the congregation, or with the church
itself, Is the question of fitness, between the minister

and the charge assigned to him, sufficiently consider-

ed? Is it the prime consideration? It is SUppos-

ed to be so, but is it so, in every case, or in a
majority of cases? I am told that he who stands best
with the Bishop is likely to get the best appointment.
I am told that there is a good deal of wire-pulling, and
consequent heart-burning, at Conference ; and that he
who has friends at court is likely to come off best,
These things I have been told, and I give the inform-
ation as it has come to me, and without exaggeration ;
and you are quite at liberty to adopt your own method
of estimating its value. But with reference to the

Presbyterian, and Baptists, and Congregationalists I can
D
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speak more positively ; for I know there is a good deal
of self-seeking, and the ¢ uestion of fitness s frequently
left far in the rear.

What is fitness? Before I answer that question I
want to put a few questions on this matter, because I
think the answers that would probably be given will go

a long way towards showing that fitness, in- the true

application of that word, is about the last thing that is

seriously thought of in a general way. You can suppose
the questions addressed to different congregations, or
churches, that are pastorless ; and who are therefore
presumably looking for the right men, according to their
ideas, to fill the vacancies.

What are the qualifications you are looking for in your
future minister ? :

Well, we must have a man who will suit the young
people. That is absolutely necessary. We have a large
number, and unless we get a minister who will suit them
they will wander off to other churches and be lost to us.

But what about the middle aged, and the elder people
in your congregation? Do they not merit some con-
sideration ?

Well, we don’t mind so much about them. They can
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get along anyhow, and so long as the young people are

suited they will be satisfied. Beside many of them
are getting considerably advanced in life, and will die off
in a few years, but the young are likely to remain, and

they are the hope of the future you know.

But what do you mean by getting a man to suit the
young people? What sort of a man must he be?> I

suppose you have a conception, or perhans an ideal ?

Well, he must be young, the younger the better.

He must be interesting ; have taking, pleasant, agree-

able ways with him ; be quite familiar, and shake hands
all round, and play with the boys and girls, call them by
short names, snch as Tom, Dick, Harry, Jane, Mary, etc,
Why, bless you, young people always like a young
minister. It’s natural you know. Yes, I see you are
going a good deal on the natural, and not much on the
spiritual.

Will it ever occur to any one, with sufficient force to
lead to some practical result, that perhaps this perpetual
desire to please young people in the selection of minis-
ters, which obtains in some churches, is being carried
altogether too far. Is the object aimed at really definite

and worthy ?  Are they the best judges, and if not why
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the allowance of a preponderating influencz in so import-
ant a matter ? That it is best for them may be seriously
questioned. That it is unfair to the elder part of the
community may be presumed to be self-evident. That
it is injurious to the real interests of the church, exper-
ience abundantly testifies.

And that it leads to a gross injustice to a large
number of worthy, efficient ministers, who unfortunately
for them are no longer accounted young, cannot be
denied. This craze for young ministers to suit young
people, and a few older ones who are sti!l very immature,
is being carried too far, and should be stamped out.
You have heard of the dead line of fifty in the ministry ?

If you don’t happen to know what it means let me

enlighten your ignorance by telling you. It doesn’t

mean that a minister is dead at fifty, but it means that
he might just as well be dead as far as his chances for
getting a call are concerned, if he happens to need one.
That is what it mears unless he is one of a thousand
who by extraordinary talents or exceptional good fortune
has escaped the general doom. These things ought not
so to be. You never think -that years, and experience,

and knowledge, and wisdom are disqualifications in the




nport-
iously
of the

That

exper-

large
nately
ot be
young
ature,
1 out.
istry ?
et me
oesn’t
5 that
es for
1 one.
usand
yrtune
1t not
ience,

in the

CHRISTIANITY REVIEWED, 101

professions of law and medicine.

Then why in the
highest of all callings where these qualities are so
imperatively required. The very best work can be done
by the most experienced ministers if you give them a
fair chance. ;

But suppose we address a question to a leading
brother connected with quite a different congregation.

What sort of a minister are you expecting to get?
What qualifications, etc. ?

Well, nothing but the finest man that can be got will
suit us. You see our congregation is quite aristocratic.
The best people socially and intellectually attend with
us, consequently we must have a minister of undoubted
refinement and culture.  We must feel that he is
unquestionably one who will not, in private or in public,
offend any of the recognized proprieties. He must be a
perfect gentleman in every sense of the word ; one who
can go into the most select company, and always be a
credit to us. And then in preaching he must have
choice thoughts, a refined manner, and a strictly correct
pronunciation. Not too much voice, a little emphasis,
but no gesticulation, or next to none, and he must avoid

all excess and urgency. We don’t want to have one’s
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nerves shocked by what some people call earnestness,
which in some preachers is liable to degenerate into
vulgarity. In short, the man we want must be of
finished ecucation, eminently judicious, and thoroughly
refined in tone and manner.

Perhaps by far the largest number of pastorless
churches are looking out for the man who can make a
great hit, and create a sensation. One who can fill the
church with a gaping crowd, and may-be, lift a hand-
some debt, and re-fill @i empty treasury. I pity the
man who accepts a call, or is appointed to a church
with such plans and expectations. Ina large percentage
of cases disappointment will ensue, and the end will b2
not far off.

Having disposed of these hypothetical cases, which

may be taken as fairly representative of the actual, 1

propose to answer the question, What is fitness, and

what are the qualities that should be sought for in a
minister of Jesus Christ? First you are justified in
requiring that he shall have the ordinary evidences of
being a converted man. Well, all ministers are con-
verted, are they not ?

I wish they were, but human experience, and obser-
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vation, and incontrovertible facts suggest that probably
they are not. Indeed, there have been some notable
instances of this kind. Have you not heard or read
that thie celebrated Dr. Chalmers was, upon his own
confession, an unconverted man for several years after
his induction into the ministry, and the pastoral charge
of a church? And if Dr. Chalmers could be mistaken
in so vital a matter it is not unreasonable to suppose
that other and lesser men may be. I am not referring
now to men who designedly try to pass themselves off
as Christians when they know they are not, but to those
who are genuinely, from whatever cause, deceived in
regard to their true spiritual state. This is clearly and
plainly possible, hence the necessity for circumspection
and close analysis.

If you want to make as sure as you can that you are
getting a converted man to fill your pulpit, you must
pay small heed to rich, ambitious worldly men, who
because of their riches and social position, and not
because of any exceptionally keen spiritual discernment,
seek to exercise paramount influence in such matters.

You must also depend less upon certificates of mem-

bership, character, and standing; recommendations by
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distinguished ministers, and especially reports of past
achievements and brilliant successes, which have ap-
peared from time to time in the columns of religious
pericdicals and papers. And always be careful about
reports of a man receiving many and very distinguished
calls.
Again I say don’t depend so much upon these things,
but place some reliance upon your plain common sense,
and powers of observation, and spiritual insight. Then
if you are in any doubt, and want a reference, go to
some experienced Christian, who, though poor in this
world, is rich in faith. One whose worldly position may
be nothing, or next to nothing; but who 1s godly to
the very core, varied and wide in experience, mighty in
the Scriptures, and deeply imbued with the Spirit of
God. He will be a safer guide than your rich neighbor
or brother, however much he may vaunt his piety, or
display his liberality

Not only have you a right to expect that your minister
shall be a converted man, but you are warranted in
looking for certain distinguished personal qualities,
fitting him for his work in the pulpit and out of it.

What are they ? We surely cannot be wrong if we say
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that they are those set forth eighteen hundred years ago,
in a letter written by an old minister, putting off the
harness, to a young minister who was just putting it on,
————— the aged Paul to young Timothy, his son in the faith.
What he has to say should cairy considerable weight,
for it springs alike from inspiration, from a large and
varied experience, and from a genuine regard and affec-
tion for the young man to whom the letter was addressed.
Here is what he says, “The servant of the Lord must
not strive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach,
patient ; in meekness instructing,” etc. 2 Tim. 2 ch.
24-25 vs. You have to bear in mind that he is the
Lord’s servant, and he must keep it in mind too, for
itherein the responsibility is properly estimated and
fixed ; and let no man interfere with it.

He must not strive. He is not a man of war, but a
iman of peace. His message is peace, and his mission
too. He must not cultivate a contentious spirit, but
+he opposite. He must not allow himself tc be drawn
into contention, nor kept in it. But there is a linit,

and the limit is truth, or principle, or loyalty to God.

When he is pushed there, by the devil or his agents,

and peace is demanded on such terms as involve a
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sacrifice of truth or loyalty, he must resist, and if need’
be, in the strength of God, fight to a finish, The not

striving, or avoiding, by all Jawful means, occasions of

strife, shows a peaceful and humble spirit, and humility

should characterise a servant of the Lord. Gentleness
is another admirable and necessary feature, and *‘ gentle:
unto all men,” showing that it is not assumed for
extraordinary occasions, or for a select few. He is to be
patieat too, and he must cultivate meekness. He needs
both, and fortunate for him, and for others, if he has
them in an eminent degree.

But there is another qualification, and probably the
most important one, ‘ Apt to teach.” That means that
he must be able to teach, that he must like teaching,
that he must have a peculiar aptitude and readiness in
teaching ; and that he must regard teaching as a very
important and necessary part of his work, without which
all the rest will not amount to much.

But perhaps the most practical and the most im-
portant meaning which may, at least inferentially, be
attached to the phrase is that teaching is the most
important part of preaching. In other words, that

teaching is preaching, and preaching should be mainly
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teaching. An eminently able and fearless man has
said, and said truly, “As the principal business of a
preacher of the Gospel is to teach, or to communi-
-cate to his fellow-men the _nowledge of the truth,
the necessity of this qualification is obvious. No one
should be allowed to enter the ministry who is not
qualified to impart instruction to others on the doctrines
and duties of religion ; and no one should feel that he
ought to continue in the ministry, who has not industry,
and self-denial and the love of study enough to lead him
constantly to endeavor to increase in knowledge, that he
may be qualified to teach others. A man who would

teach a people, must himself keep in advance of them

on the subjects on which he would instruct them.”

These are brave words, and wise. They have the true
ring. They come [rom a veteran watchman on the walls
of Zion. They have a discriminating, dividing quality,
and are like a two edged sword striking at the entrance,
and striking into the ranks. True it is, and indisputable,
that nc man should be sllowed to enter the ministry
unless he has evident qualifications for teaching others ;
and true is it ulso that no man should remain in the

ministry unless he is a growing man, and increasingly
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answers to that terse description of a capable minister,
“Apt to teach.”

Now sum up these qualities ‘or qualifications, and
look at them fairly and squarely, and what have we?
We have a truly converted man who is humble, gentle,
patient, meek, and able and apt in teaching others.
These are the qualities you have a right to expect in the:
occupant of your pulpit, whether actual or prospective.

Are you looking for them, or for the man in whom
they inhere, or are you looking for something altogether
different ? Are you measuring the candidates that come:
before you to preach their trial sermons by this Divine:
standard, or by some other standard which you have set
up ; or perhaps by a dozen different standards set up by
a dozen different cliques contained in the one, supposed
to be, united church?

How is it? You are supposed to follow the King’s.
leading, and act in the King’s spirit, and obey the
King’s columands. Are you doing that, or are you fol-
lowing out your own little petty schemes and devices ;

and trying to thwart some other brother, or some sister

church, that is plotting and scheming as you are?

Which is it? I am not a rich man, but I will undertake:
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to give a reward of unmentioned nature and value to
the man who will point me out a church whose officers
and members, when seeking a minister, deliberately set
to work to guide themselves in their choice by the New
Testament model, and by those requirements and
qualities set forth in Paul's letters to Timothy.

You think there is something odd and whimsical
about this proposition, and you may be right, but under-
neath, if you will look, there is a deep seriousness which
you cannot fail to see. If what is, in the strongest
manner, implied by the proposition be true, it reveals a
lamentable state of things, and goes very far to show the
fundamental cause of many things which weaken and
disgrace our churches. How can the most important
engagement, into which a church can enter, be right, or
continue right, or end right if the beginning is wrong.
Whether a minister shall serve a particular church, on
the basis of certain important and necessary consider-
ations, may be largely a business arrangement; but
whether the church has a right to call him and he to
acceot at all is dependent, or should be dependent, not
upon personal likes or dislikes, but upon his manifest

and undoubted fitness for the position according to the
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New Testament standard. And the churches that do
not choose their ministers, where they have the chance
of choice, according t> that standard fail in their
loyalty to Christ, and are neither consulting nor subserv-
ing their own best interests.

It is time to consider now how you should treat your
minister when you have secured him. What ought to
be the demeanor, and what are the duties of the church
to him, its chosen head? Unfortunately these things are,
for the most part, regulated by what were the dominant
ideas of the dominant men in the church when the

pastor was called. He, poor man, in the simplicity of

his heart, probably supposed that the church in cnlling

him was following the directions given in the inspired
text book, and that he was chosen because he was
thought to possess the qualities therein described ;
but he finds out, after a while, that other and totally
different considerations decided the case. Hence the
ecclesiastical machine gets out of gear from the start,
and smoothness in the running of it becomes an utter
and palpable impossibility. O! when will men and
churches get to be honest in this business? All sorts of

trouble, and disappointment, and heart burning, and
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failure would be avoided by it, to the manifest advant-
age of all concerned.

If you want a minister not after the New Testament
model be frank enough to say so. If you want one
simply to lift a mortgage, or replenish an empty treasury;
or to fill some big empty galleries, which stare you out
of countenance, and make you shiver every time you
look at them ; or to be pleasant and agreeable all round,
dancing attendance upon everybody; or to be quite
@sthetic so as not to offend your refined tastes ; or to be
able to work in perfect harmony with some overbearing

ambitious brother who wants to rule the church and the

minister too ;—if you want a minister for any or all of
these purposes be kind enough and honest enough to
tell him so, and then he will know what to do. He will
at least know whether he is dealing with honest people,

and with a Christian church.

But need you be in any doubt as to what is due to
him from the church as its pastor and as the servant of
Jesus Christ ? I think not. Without going into detail,
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