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only do its utmost with the best material
the undergraduate faculties, These in
High Schools, which derive their students
The Graduate Faculty is interested in,
all the other Faculties and Schools.
of developing to the utmost the best
intellectual talent in the Dominion, it must be admitted that the
standard of the Schools is, at the end of a schoolboy's career,
a clear two years behindhand, as compared with Western Europe,
in such important primary subjects as Mathematics and Classics;
nor is it possible at a later stage to make good these deficiencies.
The ideza that a Gradu:te School can make goed shortcomings in lower
schools must be strenuously resisted.

Since, then, all the links in the Chain of Education must be
well forged, it is important that McGill, when critical, should not
be open to criticism. There must needs be relatively strong and
weak departments in &very university. There is no need, however,
for obvious shortcomings which greatly discourage the wnthusiasm
of good students. This matter concerns the welfare of the

Graduate Faculty, but it is understood that it will be considered

by other committees more directly concermed. It would be a2 mistake

to = 3
overlook the matter, and a worse mistake ks to emphasize
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A. E. PRQVOST
CHAIRMAN OF BOARD

CEcIL BETHUNE
SEC rrm\xs OF BOARD

PHONE CARLING 866

TTAWA, CANADA

March 3, 1933.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Fresident,
McGill University,

liontreal, Que.

You asked me t
brought up during ou

-

o remind you of a point I
r conversation last Wednesday.

Under your existing regulation, as expressed
in a letter from the Registrar to ¥r. Stuart, Frin-
i3 of Lisgar Collegiate Institute, you will not

a Matriculation certificate from a student
has secured his standing on the recommendation
Principal. As you know, such students must

ive at least 66 % in the subjects in which they are
ended. Naturally, then, under this system, a
who has been recommended in, say, seven or
ight subjects of Matriculation is a better man than
he student who has reached that standard in none.

From our experience here last year, I would
respectfully suggest that you are in danger of
driving the cream of our students to other univer-
gsities if this regulation is continued in force.

It seems to me that a student would have to have

a strong YeGill bias in his own mind (or in the
mind of someone in his immediate connection) before
he would be willing to write an examination on
which he felt that he had already taken at least Se-
cond Class Honours,

Cur experience here is that when teachers have
the power of recommendation in this way, they are
liable to err rather on the side of severity than
on the side of leniency. I have official figures
from the Department of Education for the past two
or three years comparing our teachers' recommendations
with ‘their actual results, and it is in isolated cases
only that they are high. I should be glad to show
these figures to you or your representative at any
time.




W. D. T. ATKINSON, M. A.

A. E: PROVOST
@&HAIRMAN OF BOARD > — PRINCIPAL

CECIL BETHUNE
SEC.-TREAS. OF BOARD

PHONE CARLING 866

OTTAWA, CANADA

Page 2

Sir Arthur Currie (Contt*d)

I trust that you will receive this sug-
gestion in the spirit in which it is given. I
fully realize that the University should be the
one and final arbiter of the standards of admis-
sion to its classes, and I should want to be the
last to advocate any lowering of those standards.
I firmly believe, however, that the facts are as
I have stated above.

Mr. Wilson tells me that you are favourably
disposed towards visiting this school in the near
fature. In such case, we shall indeed be honoured,
And I trust that the occasion will not be long de=-
layed.

Yours very truly,




My dear Principal Atkin

Thank you very much for your
Srd with reference %o Matriculation matters.

Personally, I have every synmpathy with your
sughgestion. The Registrar tells me that he practically

does now what you suggest should be done, although the
Ontario schools have not been notified. “uch notifica-
tion as has been sent them was to the effect that those
applying for entrance to this University would have to
take our Matrieulation examinationa, But he tells m hat
the cortificate presented doe 8 not disclose which of th
marks are the result of recommendation and which of examina~
tion, and that tinme éoes not prevent him seeking the in-
formati on. He haz, therefore, been taking those who pre-
sent recommendations. He will write to you, and also
to Mr. Stuart.

It was 2 great pleasure for me to meet you
the other evening at that most enjoyable gathering of the
MeGill graduatess Vhat I had to say about the desiradility
of a National Covermment at the present time has caused
some comment, at least., I have no hope that it will have
an immediaste result. Professional politicians care too
much for the privileges and the prestige that go with sup-
porting a party in power.

Ever yowrs faithfully,

Prineipal




darch Tth; 1983
7eD.7. Atkinsen, 88q.,
Principal
Glebe Collegiste Institute,
Ottawa, Canads.

Dear Sir,

Sir Arthur Currie has shown me your letter to him goncerning

cur acceptance of marks awarded by High Schools without pablic exanina~
tion, according to the Ontaric plen.

The decision of the Mmtrioulation Board which I gave to Mr.
Stusrt in the letter you mention, was based largely upon s desire to
treat the schools of Omtario exactly as we treat the schools of nebec.
In practice, when applications from Ontario came in, I found it impossidle
%o hold up these applications matil I had discovered whether the marks were
svarded by the School or the Department, and conséquently was foreed to
accept both without discerimination. This we shall continue te do at least
for a year or two so that the Ontarioc system will have a fair trial.

Our chief experience of accepiing certification by schools has
hitherto been in comnexion with American High Schools, and has not been
very encoursging. As you know, a large number of American schools are
approved by various educational agencies and siven the power to certify
for admission to most of the Ameriecan Universities. In many of these
schools a student's complete record showing an average of 857 or 907
means practically nothing, and students with such records have often had
%0 leave HeCill on account of weak scholarship. We now recuire American
stadents to write the College intrance Sxamination Board exsminations and
find the change a distinet improvement. This unfortunate experience with
certification may have been in the minds of the Matrioulat ion Board vhen
it mede its previous decision.

MeGill has naturally & close comnexion with Ontario and parti-
tularly with the Ottawa VYalley, and none of us wishes to see that comnsxion
weakened. I hope you will be pleased to hear that we are accepting your
school marks for emtrance, and trust that the Omtario plan comtinues to work
out as soundly «s you suggest in your letter.

Yours faithfully,

T.H. Mabtthews
Registrar

Copy sent to Mr. Stuart,
Lisgar Collegiate Inst{tute.




PROVOST
*CHAIRMAN OF BOARD

CECIL BETHUNE
SEC.-3REAS. OF BOARD
&

PHONE CARLING 866 PRINCIPAL'S OFFICE

GLEBE COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE

OTTAWA, CANADA

W. D. T. ATKINSON

PRINCIPAL

¥arch 8, 1933,

Sir Arthur Currie,
President and Vice-Chancellor,
MeGill Univcr81ty,
Hontreal, P. Q.
Dear Sir Arthur:-

you for your 1efter of &
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has a reed to accept certificates secured by recom-
mendation from our Middle School students. I wish

to express my appreciation of the interest you hav
manifested in this matter and for your prompt action.
I feel sure that, so far as this school is concerned,

you will have no cause to regret your decision.
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hall) and I hope that you will be as interested in

seeing our morning exercises as we shall be honoured
in having you with us.
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Yours very truly,
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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
ALBANY

JAMES SULLIVAN CHARLES B. HEISLER
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER ASSISTANT IN HIGHER EDUCATION
FOR HIGHER AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION




THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
ALBANY

JAMES SULLIVAN CHARLES B. HEISLER
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER ASSISTANT IN HIGHER EDUCATION
FOR HIGHER AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION







February 18th, 1929,

Charles B, Helisler, Esce.,
Assistant in Higher Education,

The University of the State of New
Albany, New York,

Dear Sir:-

In the absence of Sir Arthur
Currie I acknowledge your good letter of February

13th with reference to entrance recuirements.

AV FHoGill University we admit
to the Faculty of Arts a student who has sttained
a definite standard (607 on the whole,with a
minimum' in each subject) on an examination in
certain essential subjects. This examination is
based on specific work which prepares the student
for his first yoar in college. The time it has
taken him to prepare himself,or whether such pre-
parztion is in private or ;ublic school or by tutor,
is Immaterial to us. In the State of FNew York, on
the other hand, admission is based on the completion
of twelve years of study, with, prehaps, only slight
regard to particular subjects. It is just here the
real difference lies in our requirements for admission.

Our records 2t MeGill over a
number of years shew conclusively that the percentage
of failures in the first year is much lower among
students who have passed our examination than among
those who have entered under the cuslification of
time spent in preparatory grades and units studied.




Charles B. Heisler.=sce.

In the same way our senior
matriculation examination is bssed on the
attainment of & definite standard in specified
work, and a student who has successfully passed
this examination is ready for his second year
in college.

I hope I have made our position
guite clear. I am sure you will have no difficulty
in coming to the conclusion that the requirements
for admission to our first year are the full equi-
valent of the New York State four year secondary
school course of study preceded by eight years of
elementary schooling.

Very truly yours,

Principeal.
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teaching facilities are
in both examinations™? No school that prepares for the
Leaving Bxamination also prepares for Matriculation, and vice versa.

therefore, the

in education, there

failed™

3. Professor Clarke says "If Joirt Board methods really have

have never been tried. The system for the last three or four years has been

one ‘in which the exsmination has been prepared by the Protestant Committee, and

the University has accepted the examiners and the discussion.

This I think is a thoroughly bad system which has led to poor: papers, and has

mede it impossible for thé University really to assist in improving the School

By

Leaving Bxsmination.




compbete divorce,
every ‘member 0f the present High School Leaving

o

who Know more of the running of the Examination than anyone

reconstituted High School Leaving
y with the High School
has duties and has very definite obli
local private schools and to students in other parts
If Professor Clarke €8 are re ad with 'the words "N tion
Board™ instead of "High School Leaving Board
Corporation of 1 iversity" instead of "the Protest: v
it ‘becomes clear that what he is proposing is a surrender of
duties.
I suggest that if the guestion arises tomorrow, it

pointed gut that our Matrieculation Examination is controlled by the 'Corporation

- O aT :

of the University, and that any suggestions concerning our examination st
be approved by that body.

I heartily agree with the ge lesi f Professor Clarke for
more efficient and informed
running of the examinations.

His finagl difficulty concerning
examinations were entirely ¢ as I hope they will Dbe.

It appears cleer to me that ifwe draw fully upon the

the University we can run g Matriculation Bxamination that will

improvement upon the préesnet one; and will help the High School authorities
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“ERoM PROF. CLAPKE”






















DOCKET ENDS:

“FROM PROF. CLARKE'
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November 28th, 1931

NOTES ON THE JUNIOR MATRICULATION EXAMINATION

l. I beliave the Junior Matriculation Examination might be strengthened,
and the conduct of the examination simplified if the Matriculation Board
adopted the following suggestions designed

to secure a more thorough criticism and revision of the papers before
they are printed.

to meke definite the regulations governing the re-reading of papers.

to make definite arrangements for the revision of examiners' marks
where this appears to be justified.

to make the pass-merk in individual papers 50%.

2. Criticism and Revision of Papers.

The Departments concerned should act as preliminary revising committees,
so that a paper set by any examiner would be criticized and approved by all
the members of his department before being sent to me.

department would be expected to satisfy itself

that the paper was within the syllabus

that the paper covered the ground fairly and was well-balanced.

that the standard was a propcr onee.

(d) that no question was ambiguous.

(e) that the paper gave bright pupils an opportunity of showing their brightness.

In tae case of Mathematics, Physics, and Chemistry, the examiner should be
asked for solutions of any problems, and these solutions should be verified

by the other members of his department.

3. A Revising Board should be appointed. As members I suggest one member
from each of the following departments, Classics, French, History or
English, Physics or Chemistry. This Board which would meet in February
would give the papers a final revision, compare them with previous years'
papers, and finally sanction them.

The original examiner should be informed and consulted if the
Board dccided to meke any material alteration in a paper.

No examiner would sit on this Board and the members should be paid
(perhaps $10 each) for their work. The Registrar (unpaid) should act as
convener and be a member of the Board.




4.

e B

The proofs of each paper should be read and corrected by the examiner

and by at least one other member of his department.

The

Re-reading of Individual Papers

5.

Unjustifiably optimistic but determined parents frequently ask that

their child's paper should be re-read, and are a nuisance tome if I
refuse, and to the examiner if I grant their request. I therefore suggest

(a)

(v)

Any cand idate may have his marks checked (i.e. the addition) on a
payment of $1.00. The fee to be returned if the addition is incorrect.

Any candidate may apply to the Registrar for a re-reading of any

paper, stating in writing the reasons for this request, and, if

possible, getting a letter from the principal of his school supporting
it. A fee of 35.00 must accompany the request. If the request

seems reasonable, the Registrar, in consultation with the examiner, will
appoint a second reader and the twe examiners will re-read the paper. TFor
this I suggest that each reader be paid 31.00.

If the original examiner is not available the Registrar should appoint
the most suitable man he can obtain.

I suggest thet these appointments be made by myself since I am here at
the time and may be, and am, consulted in my office by parents and

principals.

If re-reading justifies an alteration of marks, the $5.00 fee should be
returned.

Revision of Marks

There are two cases

The student who has passed with high marks in all subjects but one and

has failed in this by one or two marks.

When this happens I suggest that the examiner in this paper be consulted
and that if he feels that an extra mark or two should be awarded, the marke
be altered accordingly. Such cases are rare.

The marks of an examiner make the percentage of failures in that sub ject
unduly highe.

The Matriculation Board could not meet to discuss such an event for

it would occur in July. I suggest that the Registrar call a meet ing

of thode members of the Board and of the Revising Committee who are
available, and discuss the problem with them.

If the paper is being used by the Department of Education for the

High School Leaving Examination, any action should be taken in
consultation with the Department.




of Pass-Mark

7. matriculate a student must obtain an average of 60% in ten required
papers and not less than 407 in any one paper. The High School Leaving
standard of passing is 50% in each paper. This double standard increases the
difficulty of examining a paper that is used for both examinations.

CALll,

I suggest thet the pass-mark be 50% in ever aper, and that to matriculate
/ : paper,
of 60% in the ten required papers and pass in

a student rmst obtain an average
at least nine of them.




Table showing percemtage of those who passed McGill University
Junior Matriculation in 1930 and 1931 who would have passed if

the passing mark had been changed.

Passing Mark

50% in every paper

504 in each paper with
one failure allowed

50% in each paper with
two failures allowed

50% in each paper with
three failures allowed




Table showing percentage of those who passed McGill University

Junior Matriculation in 1930 and 1931 who would have passed if

the passing mark had been changed.

Passing Mark

50% in every paper

in each paper with
one failure allowed

%» in each paper with
two failures allowed

in each paper with
three failures allowed




ROTRE OH PASS MATRICULATICH; HONOUR MATRIDUTLATIOR
THE PAUULTY OF ARTS AND BUTANCH
. A

Xs
Le These notes were writben after the mesting of the Hatriculation
Bopyd on Thuradny Ootober 29th, 1831, %o elarify my own ideas and parhaps %o

provide & basis for further discousaieon of these Sopics.

e I am thinking throwghout of sandidates for emtrance $0 the University
and not dealing with the problems of the mejority of sohool boys and girle

vhe are not coming %o the University.

Be T an not thinking exelusively of the High Scheol System of mebec,
Mt alse of the Private Schooly, and I have inoluded subjects such as German

and Spanish which are not st preseut Saught in Quebec.

Ti. - PASS MATRICULADION
1. Broadly speaking the present examination forms a satisfactory entrance

text for pass studente.

Ze The syllabas needs some revision, and the papers need more expert

eritisism before they are primted to susare their being sdequibe tests of ebility.

2 The pass-mark should be 500 ia every paper, but a student who obiained

an sversge of 60% in hiw ten papers should be allowed to f£ail in ome (but not mere

than one) papers If the pase-mark in the Migh Scheol leaving Hxsminations and the
Metriculation Hxaminations were the same, it would be easier for Examiners justly
to decide Dordar~line cases.

IIY.~ EONOUR MATRICULATION

The aim of this exasination would be to prepare gifted students for the




(4

Bfuour Courses of the Paculty ofirts and Science sad o provide the University

with & relinble method of seleoting shudent: ¢ualified to undertake sush courses.

g This would necessitate a difficult examinstion with opportunities for

the bright student 0 show ability rather than kmowledge. It should be a test

of intelligence anf technigue rather than of mAWMOTYe

Se To suit owr conditions the examination should be more speciealised than
the Upper Scheool examination of Tovornto but less specialinmed then the English

Higher Oertificate.

& I would not aim at a broad exsminationy the purpese of the post-
matriculation yoar being to intensify foregrounis rathey than to broaien
backgrounds. This year should introfuce hright studexts to s serious study of a

pall musber of subjects.

Se 1f, for example, it is felt that after passing the Junior Matvrionlation
examination, the future History specislist meeds %o study s science, this should
not be dome in this post-mabtriculation year, tmt 2t the University vhere pssd
courses wou'd give the sort of "minoy” Gourse in scimmoce needed.

Porsomally 1 40 not believe thet such a History specinlist derives any

velue from & eupulsory tourse in scienveas

G Bimilarly the weience student who nveds Gorman should start thie

at the University rather than {n his post-mpiriculation year.

¥ The post-matriculsatisn year should be deveted to four subdjects only,

grouped as followss

4. Arte Honour Muteisulation

Compul sory: English

Sptional + Piree of the Tollewing:
P 0 \mnimgaen = L BESETPY




0‘3-

Optiomalsy Three of the following

History
French
Goaan
Spanish
Latin

Greek
Mathemsticse

B. Beience Honour Hstrisulstion

Compulsory: An English Hesay
Mathemat ics

Optional s Two of the follewing

Fhysiocs
Chamisbry

Biology

Be In sach subject, except the English Hesay, there shonld be twe

three~hour papers.

B The metus)l mavks shoald not be published ; tut stufents should Ye
glven a"pass” or & "distinotiom” in each subject {or paper).

Thus & certificate might state that?e&ndidatc bad obtained his honour
matriculation in Bagiish, History, French, snd Latin, with distinetion

in History snd Latin.

10. he following difficuities in commexion with the examination ccour
0 ne.

{1} Zither it mast be a University Examination for which the Frotestant

High School heve permission to prepare thelr pupils (This is the

position in England}, or it must be run Jointly by the University and
the Protestont Comittes.
T prafey the formay aliawnt iva,

(2) Whatovir method of comtrol is adopted, it mast be possible for
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year: The brighter students from these schools would have 30 spend a your in

Houb real sttending ome of the bigger High Schools before emtering MoGill.

1.V: HONOUR MAYRICULADION AND THE WACUIRY OF ARES AND SCLENCH.

1e First Year students would, from the day of registration, be divided inte

Hossurs and Pass Students.

Be vags Hatriculstion would be mecepted fov the Behool of Commerce.

In eveyy First Year Department there would be at lesst two different

{1) The Pass Course

{2) The Homeurs Course.

T™he extrs labour involved would sotually e ammll since sdvansed courses

or seckiions alrvesfy exist in almost every First Year subject.

do The necessery recrganiszatim would moreover, give the Facaldy an
opportunity Yo lassen seme of ite presend rigidity, perheps to lessen the hours
in some courses aud ineresse the resding, and gertainly o leoseen the presemt

exvossive mamder of exsminations each ghvdent writes.

Honsur students should, T believe, bo euamingd less froquently snd more

thorowhly.

De A Piret Yesr Homours Student would take the Honours lectures in three

pubjects mad, if required by the Moulty to do so, would ¥ake in addition,

not more Shan ona PasE COUrSd.

B L Piret Yesr stufant should be allowed to Sake Bonours courses in

those subjects only im which he had teken Honour Matriounlation.
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7o The subjocts would be growped as below:

in the Arte Divisien

Compul sorys inglish
Optionals Two of the followings

Ristory,
Fréansh,
German ,
Spanish,
Latin,
Greek,
iathematica.

In the Sciense Division

Compulsorys A pass oourse in French or German {(whichever has not been
taken in Junier Matriculation).

Optional: Three of the following:
Mathematics
Physies,
Chanistry
Biology
&e The Departmonte oonverned would insist wpon furthey linking, 6.8
Physios would dasend Vathemstiocs, but these linkings may be left to be discussed

later.

$e It hed heen sugmected that the Deparbumerts of Zoononlcs and Politiesl
Seience, Fhilosophy. aad Peyghology, wvhose lestures begin enly in the Second Yeur
wonld suffer By the insfitution of theas dhanges.

The siggertion is that & student who bas specialised for two years

final
in three subjects will choose ene or two of these for his/homours work snd will

not eubark upon & nev subject.

10» T 4o not Delieve this $¢ Be true, but the interetts of these departments

and oubjects must be safegaarded.




11+ I would sugpest that these dopartnents stale very definitely what
Ronear courses in the Pirst Yesnr they repmire as prevequisites, sc that Honour

Students shy be reminded of these subjecis when they are advised at the time

of vegisiretion.

12 Farther, no student should make his official sheice of finsl honeurs
pubjocts until he mbers bis seotnd yoar.

We fow oAy, for exsxgple, that Suocks is an hongurs student in
History im his third year, thus coupling student erd subject. This appears alsg
upon his registration caxd.

Under the nev scheme thiz should not be done until She begianing of the

Becond Year; thus Snocks in his firet year mighi de Arte oy Sglence Bub not

Latin or Chenietry.

18. The departxents concerned might possibly wish %o commende their lestures

in the first year« If they did this, the udove provlem oguld net arise. Thisls,

of sourse, » matter for shese departuamis thenselves.
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V. THE HOROUR MATRICULATION SYLLABUS

1+ The method of deciding the initisl syllabus for Honour Matriculation
and of molifying the syllabus in after yesrs mast depend upon the method

adopted of comtrolling the exsmination.

£¢ Asmunming that there will be Jjoint comtrol between the Department of
Public Instriotion and the University, and remembering that the examinstion
is essentially s University Entrance Examination, and that the University

controla its own Sntrance requirements, we should proceed as follows:-

3+ The Matrionlation Board should sumion t¢ a meeting the hoads of all the
University Departments conserned, explain to them the proposed nature of the
examination and ask them in consultation with their departments %o draw up

mitable syllabi in their own subjedts.

4. These suggestions should then be considered by the latriculation Board
or a committee appointed by theme Each syllabus would be thoroughly
investigated to see that it oconformed to the general scheme of the

oxamination and of a proper standard.

&+ 1If the Board wished to modify a syllabus, it would do @0 in

consultation with the department concemned.

6+ The syllabus finally approved by the Board should be subdbmitted to the
proper athority of the Protestant Committee and Joint meetings arranged to

settle my final difficulties.
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W. P. PERCIVAL

ENGLISH SECRETARY; DEPUTY
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT,
AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT
EDUCATION.

JIle a commlbU b« { 3 our

<AOd

Department of Education
Quebet, P. Q.

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE

SUPERINTENDENT

When replying please give
at the head of your letter
this number.

—adlD)

Replies should be addressed
to*“The Superintendent of
Education, Quebec, P.Q.”
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Director
Department
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,uebec, e

L

Decr Dr. Percival,

Let me acknowledge your letter

of the 4%th liav with regard to o conference which

v

it is proposed to hold between yourself and repre-

sentatives of McGill and Bishop's Universi ties on
the matter of matriculas ¢! and school leaving exami-
nations,
The date you mention, Tuesday,
Nay 1l2thy at 2430 pem, will suilt us and we shall

lo0ok for you at that time in my office.

Yours faithfully,

Prineipal.,




W. P. PERCIVAL

ENGLISH SECRETARY, DEPUTY
MINISTER OF THE DEPARTMENT,

AND DIRECTOR OF PROTESTANT
EDUCATION:

Department of Education
Quebet, P. Q.

HON. CYRILLE F. DELAGE

SUPERINTENDENT

When replying please give
at the head of your letter
this number.

Replies should be addressed
to*“The Superintendent of
Education, Quebec, P.Q.”’

LIONEL BERGERON

FRENCH SECRETARY AND
DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE
DEPARTMENT.
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_In view of the very difficult position which Protestant Education in the

.

. Province of Quebec must contimue to occupy, it is highly desirable that the three

bodies most concerned with its promotion should work effectively together. NeGill

' University and Bishop's University need the support of the high schools below them,
and the Department of Rducation, responsible for the conduct of these high schools,
needs the help of the universities from above.

The High School lLeaving examinations intimately concera these three bodies,
but unfortunately the existing machinery for the conduet of these examinations does
not sefure their effective cooperation, and the High School Leaving certificate
has not the weight of authority it might attain if the twe universities were per-
suaded to cooperate more seriously in plamning the examinations.

To remove present causes of friction and to secure more harmonious and
intelligent direction in future, I suggest

(1) that in all papers, whether Matriculation or High School Leaving, the
pass mark be 50%.

(2) that & new High School lLeaving Exsmination Board be appointed with the
following persomnel:
&+ The Director of Protestant Education
b. The Professor of Education of MeGill University
Ce Professor of Hducation of Bishop's University
d. The Registrar of MeGill University

e. A representative of the Department of Education
(The chief Imspector of High Schools %)

f. A representative of the Protestant Committee
ge Two representatives from McGill University
h. Two representatives from Bishop's University

i« Two representatives #f the High School teachers
(not to act on revising board)

A total of twelve persons
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f This board should be given power to recommend the appointment of examiners and

both the Department and IoGill University should wndertake not %o depart from
these recommendations without further reference $o the Board. The Boerd should
also appeoint moderators as suggestod below snd should subhorise the papers scinally
set, No examiner should be allowed to sit on the Board.

(3] Moderators

The examination subjects should he divided into groups ~ perhaps three

groups i~
(1) English and History)

{2) Greek, Latin, and French
(3) Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Botany, Physical Geography
{dnsic and Drawing require, I think, different treatment which I am
ungualified to preseribe.)
For each of these groups three moderators should be appointed, one
by each university and ome by the Department, whose duty it would be to act
as experts, carefully to criticize the papers submitted by the examiners, and
report upon them %o the Board. These reports would take cognizance of standards,
wording of questions, divagations from the syllabus, etec.
If the moderators were properly chosen it would not bde necessary for
each t0 be an expert in all the subjects of his group.
The Board would suthorize a paper only after a consideration of the
report from the moderators.
If any paper is entitled to be re-resd, this re-reading shonld be done
by the moderators, or one of them, in consultation with the original examiner.

The moderators should be paid and the present fee paid to the High

Board
School Lesving/for its revision duties should be discontimed.

No exesminer should be allowed to be a moderators.




HIGH SCHOOL LEAVING AND MATRICULATION

I
The Protestant Committee is meeting in the Medical Building on Friday the 27th
of November.
So far as I know no real effort has been made since the last meeting to solve
the problem of the control of the High School leaving Examination.  No pro-
posals from the Department have been submitted to the University, and, although
Mr. Mitchell had an interview with the High School Leaving Board, no defihite
plan was suggested.
The drawing up of a new scheme is clearly a task for the Department and not for
the University, and possibly the Department is preparing a scheme for considera-
tion by the Protestant Committee.
Whether this is so or not I think it important that the three representatives of
the University upon the Protestant Committee should agree at least as $0 the
minimam conditions any solution must satisfy to be acceptable to the University.
I suggest that these three representatives meet before the 27th and discuss
these conditions carefully, so that, if necessary, they may state them at the
meeting.

As a possible basis of discussion I submit my own views.

5 §

To be ageeptable to McGill University any scheme for the JOda% control of the

High Schcol Taaving Exsminations and the Matriculation Examination must satisfy

the following conditions:

1, A method must be devised of ensuring that the examiners appointed are

acceptable to both the Protestant Committee and the University Matriculation

Board.
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2s fhis necessitates at least that before the suggested 1list is put before the
Protestant Committee, the University must have an opportunity of discussing it
and of vetoing any examiner of whom it does not approve.

e The examination papers must likewise be revised and approved by the Univer-
8ity before they are printed. Recently the University has been accepting papers
it has never seen for its own Matriculation Exeamination. The University should
and could appoint a very strong Revising Board.

4. The University wishes to make its Departments responsible for the matri-
culation papers submitted to the Revising Board, i.e. it wishes every department
concerned to sit as a preliminary revising board upon the papers in its own sub-
Ject, and it would ineist upon examiners' solutions of all mathematical or ma~
merical problems in the Physies, Chemistry, and Mathematics papers.

Be The syllabus for every subject must be approved by the University. This
does not mean’ that the University wishes to interfere with what is clearly the
work of the Protestant Committee and the Department of Education, but the Univer-
sity must approve of every syllabus of its own Matriculation Examinstione, and a
Joint paper implies a common sSyllabuss

6+ If any revision of marks is to be made it must be made jointly by the High
School Leaving Board and the University's Matriculation Board. We cannot give
the High School Leaving Board power to alter our Matrieculation marks

7+ Unless these conditions concerning the Bxaminers, the Papers, and the Results
can be shtisfied, the University must conduect its Matriculstion Examinations

independently of the High School Leaving Examination systems
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