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HUNGARIAN REFUGEES

Following is the text of a statement'in the House of Commons
by the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, the Hon. J.
W. Pickersgill, on Wednesday, November 28, l95é.

The other evening when I spoke on the address I
reported to the House everything which the G8vernment had
decided to do up to that time; but this afternoon the Govern-
ment had an opportunity, for tragic reasons, to give further
consideration to this question, and it was decided that as
almost all refugees have nothing with them, have nothing they
can bring with them except the clothes they are wearing, and
as many of them have little or no money, it was not reasonable
“to expect them to try to establish themselves in this country
with a debt over their heads at the very start.

It has therefore been decided by the Government not
to make the assisted passage a loan but to make it free. This
policy, of course, will also apply to those who have already
arrived and to those who are en route and who have given an
undertaking to make repayment. '

I think perhaps I should also tell Hon. Members the
Government decided this afternoon, in order to be quite
satisfied everything was being done that could and.should be
done to move as quickly as possible to Canada those Hungarian
refugees who wish to come here, that it might be desirable for
a member of the Government to go to Vienna to see that every-
thing was being done that could be done. I am proposing
therefore to leave on Friday afternoon, and I expect to be in
Vienna on Saturday. ' S
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SPECIAL SESSION - 22nd PARLIAMENT

THE SITUATION IN HUNGARY

Following is the text of a statement in the House of
Commons by the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration,
the Hon. J, W, Pickersgill, on Monday, November 26,1956,

"I am going to try, as objectively and dispassion-
ately as I can, to expluin the situation &s it has
been reported to me and as I understand it what is
the precise problem. I shall try as precisely as I
can to indicute what the government of Cunada has so
far done about it,

£8 hon. members know, the Russiscns roved against
Hungery on Siunday, Noverber 4, and they began shooting
down people in a frightful ranner, not only in EBudapest
but all over Hungary. islrost irmediately there was
a streun of refugees across the nustrian border, a
strear which has not ceased to flow, & stream which with
every day thet passes is creating more difficult problens
for the governcent of :ustria. .ustria has improvised
camps for the temporary relief of these refugees, and
it is their desire to get the people out of those camps
end moved to some other country just as quickly as
possible. It is not that they sre not hospitable, it
is simply theat they want to use their limited resources
in order to take care of the new people who are crossing
the border,

On the rorning of November 6 I issued instructions
to our office in Viennu that priority was to be civen
to e:rplicutions frox these Hunsarian refugees, that any
such aplications were to be processed at once, und
that i there were other thines the .. .strian rovernrent
viented us to do in order to help in this ratter our
officers were to let us know what they were. They
were to advise &s quickly es they could how much extra
staff would be required, and they were civen full
euthority to engure &ny local help that was necessary.
They were told thet we would trensfer staff from any
other oifice in Zurope without lelay, ¢nd regerdless
of whether it impeded other operations, in order to
cope with whatever flow of refugees there night bve.
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I think &nyone who hus stopped to reflect on this
metter for two minutes will realize th«t in the first
week or for the most of the first ten days of this move-
ment of refugees very few of them would be tt. inking ebout
crossing the , tlentic or going to Lustrulia. They were
thinking about where they wuld get their next meal, they
were thinking a&bcut whet hud happened to the other
members of their families who had not escuaped, they were
wondering what wus goins on in Hungery and whether the
revolution from which they hud hoped so much, was going
to be crushed or whether in fect a situation would
be created which would entble them to ¢o back to Hungery.
I ihink the rmajority of them sre still preoccupied
meinly with those considerations.

‘But within a week there wes an increasing number
of people vwho decided th t the best thins to do would
be to g0 to Canada, the United States or sustralia, at
least to settle down for & while beciuse there was not
rmuch hope in Hungery. :'e discussed with the ..ustrien
fovernment whether we should send teams into the camps
end they :sked us not to do so. They said, "You cannot
send people across the ..tlentic or to .ustralia unless
they want to go". That reans you hive to ask questicns
end delay their rovement. It does no great harm to
anycne to be sent to S.itzerluand, Sweden, Gerriany or
some other «djacent country from which he could go
back home without too muech trouble und where he can
remain while he makes up his mind. Tucy told us thet
they wanted to nmove these people from the camps, as
quickly as possible, to other countries, where other
countries had offerred refuge. They told us thet whet
they wanted was to have the United States, Cunade uni
wustralia deal promptly with those people who head indicated
that they were interested in ¢oing to one of those countries.
They told us th:t they would send such people to us,
&nd that is the way the thine~ hus been proceeding so far.

tig ilniicuted on the rorning of llovember 6 that not
only was priority to be given to whatever applicunts
there were, not only ws the starf to be increased to
handle whatever flow there was, but thuat anyone who
wanted to come &nd who was physically in position to
corne would be given ussisted passuge without regsrd to
whet means he hud. That wus the cuse and it hus remained
the case, s «id not inzuire whether the loan would be
peld back. e hope it will be paid buck in due course,
because I believe most of these people are going to heuve
little difficulty in getting established in C.zcda in the
next few ronths.




28 | &

I &lso made it clear in Turonto, Winnipeg,
Vancouver or wherever anyone asked me sbout it that
any responsible individual or organization in Canada was
at liberty to sponsor immigrants, either people they might
know about or simply to maske facilities available for
people whom they did not know. This would include people
who were not able to look after themselves and even
people who were in need of medical treatment. I also said
that if some of these people required medical treatrent
end therefore could not by law be admitted to this
country as immigrants, I would use the powers that
parlisrzent gave to the ninister under the Immigration
ict and admit these people for treatment wherever,
whenever &nd as often as arrangements could be made for that
treatment. I also said that every application to any
immigration office anywhere in Caneda by nungarians
or nungarian-Canudians for specific people was to be
received &nd every possible effort was to be made to
locate these people if there wes a reasonable prospect
of their being among the refugees or if there was any
prospect of their getting here in eny other way.

I have been in very close touch with the situation
in Vienna. Ve get reports every day, '"e have been in
a telephonic coxmunication three or four times, and the
one thing I have been most insistent a«bout is that the
flow must not be stopped, th«t as many cases as come &long
are to be dealt with regurdless of whether that involves
not filling out forms, whether it involves cutting out
X-rays, whether it involves doing away with almost any
other kind of red tape, if you like to call it that,
or normal procedure. Every one of these procedures is
useful in settling people here and if they ure not
cerried out the problems when they get here are going to
be greater, but vwe will have to cope with them when they
do get here. Thet is the view I n.ve taken thut the
mein thing to do is to keep the stream flowing. So
far there has been no difficulty about doing thuat.

It elso bectame quite apparent to me when I got
beck from the Pacific coust at the beginning of last
week that the nucbers were reaching proporticns that
were going to be well beyond the capacity of normal
transportuation to de&l with. I took steps &t once
to get in touch with Canadiaen Yacific sirlines, Trans-
Cenadu Alir Lines and the shipping companies to see what
special arreanger.ents could te made, &nd I announced
on Friday thuat en sirlift wes being orgunized. I may
sey thet we got every eircraft that CoPesse Oor TuCesne could
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make available, and I unnounced thet publicly. It was
given to the newspepers. Some of them did not see fit
to give the announcerment very much prominence. Perhaps
this is not objective, but I do confess that I weas

a little surprised to read in the Globe and Mail on
Saturday thet somebody ought to establish an airlift,
and because the federul government would not do it some-
body else should. &4ctuelly I think we are getting
every aircéraft we know wnything about on which we can
lay our hunds,

W2 @lso canvussed the possibility through Trans-
Cunada sir Lines and the steamship compunies of
getting enouch spuace to deal with this problem either
by 2ir or by sea. On Suturday we learned that between
300 and 400 passengers could be tuken on @ ship sziling
from Bremen ut the end of this week, and I gave directions
that the whole of the space wus to be taken &t once.
That spuce will be all filled at the end of the week.

I was & little concerned lest the officer in
cherge in Vienna was going tc be so harassed by the
day to day business of the office that he would not
be able to look ahead &and try to meet the problems that
might arise two or three days hence. 1In consequence I
have sent one of the senior officers of the cdmissions
brench of the departwment to Vienna. He will be there
before the middle of the wsek and he has blanket authority
to do everytbing that is nscessary to see th:t there
is no stoppage of this flow.

Cf course one can never be sure that all these
things will synchronize perfectly, but I huve very
nigh hopes thet we will be able to tuke &ll the people
who show any interest in coming to Cantda and that in
one way or another without too much delay we will
be able to find some trunsportetion to bring them here.
This 1s not the problem that worries me. The problem
thut worries me and thet ought to worry every respcasible
member of the house tnd every Canadian who is properly
concerned about this probtlem is what is going to huppen
to these penple when they &arrive. It is very easy, &s the
hon. member for Peace River says, to say that we will
throw the doors wide open und let anybody into the
country, but I hope everybody who tdvocttes that course
will be just as anxious to see thut some responsible
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person is willing to look after these people 20 years
from now if we get some of the kind of people who need
cure for that long.

Thut is the kind of problem that anyone who heas
any sense of responsibility hes to think about and think
ebout seriously when he is tearing up humen beings by
the roots and roving them to some other place. I intend
to follow the advice of the hon. member for Peace River.
I intend, and I have the authority of my collezgues to go
ehead and do this, to let in the people who went to come
here, and we intend to try to distribute them scross the
country to the best of our ebility. I am very rleased that
Cenadian Pucific sirlines ure going to have their flights
direct to Vancouver. I think that is a very good thing.
Wiin I was in Vancouver the other day I found there was
& good deal of complaint that immigrants, beceause it
cost more to get there, never got there, though thet is

not borne out by the statistics. But I ielt that h-re was one

occasion when we would get sorie of them . to British
Columbia first.

I have ulso arranged a meeting between the social
eagencies thut are concerned about irmigration and the
officials of my departrent tomorrow to try to co~ordinate
reception, because it just cannot be left to purely local
efforts any longer. © can this week, but I think by
next week the numbers are going to be so great thit there
will have to be & lot more orgenization then there is
now,

In that connection I _uy sey that I w.s very gratified
this rworning to have ¢ telephone call fror the office of
the premier cf Ontario und subsequently u telephcne cell
fron the minister of planning snd developrient of Cnterio,
the department that interests itself, and quite properly
under the constitution, in irnigration in so fer es it
cories within precvinciel jurisdiction. I told thenm
what we were doing &nd indic:ited some of the ways in which
I thcught they could be most helpful. I told Mr. Nickle,
the minister, thet I would send hin & telegranm to confirn
what I had said, end &s it contains a certain armount of
information that is of genersl interest I think I riight
perhaps read the text of it to the house. It rceds as
fcllows:

In confirrmation of cur telephone conversation, I



thank the Onterio government for their offer of co-

operation in the transportation to Canada &nd reception
here of Hungarian refugees. The federal government, as
I ennounced publicly last Friday, has already organized
an airlift through Truns-Canzda «ir Lines and Canadian
Pacific nirlines and we are negotiating for additional
eir trensport. We blso have arranged for a ship to

sail from Breren next week end with about 300 refugees,

I am told it will be considerably more than 300,

Vhere help will be rost urgently needed is in
reception of Hungarians on arrival in Canada, shelter
end care pending settlement und medical care for those
-who mey require it. This last is particularly importamnt
in view of relaxuticn of normel medical examinations in
Vienna. We will especiully welcone co-operation of the
Cntario government in these fields snd vou are invited
to send a representetive of your departrient to a
conference in Ottawa tomorrow with ry officials and
the social agencies on these problens.

Before coriing into the house this evening I wes
edvised that the deputy minister of Mr. Nickle's
depurtrent will be here tororrow for that reeting. Up
to now I myself have not made any specific approach to
eny provincial government with one exception. The
prremier of British Columbia called on me phe other day
abcut another metter and at thet time I took advantage--
perhaps thet is the right tern to use--of his visit to
tell him that I was not only the superintendent genersl
of Indien affairs but also the Minister of Inmigration
&nd thet in thut capacity I expected to present the
provinecial authorities und the local authorities in
British Columtie with some problerns that I hoped they
would do their share to nmeet.

Mr. Bennett essured me---and he said I could
Sey soO rublicly; otherwise I would not be saying it--
thet they would do their shure. Personully I hepe they
will do & little more then their share becuuse they are
s0 obviously wealthier thun any of the rest of us. But
at least if they dc their share it will be @ great help.

In thut ccnnection I think, at the risk of seering to
be sentimental, I should like to tell the house of sorme- )
thing that happened in Vancouver a weelk 4g0 Saturday afternoon.
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I undertook to receive the executive of the native
brotherhood of British Columbia., I also agreed at four
o'clock that afternoon to receive s delegation of
Hungerian Canedisns whc wanted to discuss this refugee
problen. The two appointments slightly overlapped

and I could see, through the glazed doors of the office,
that the Hungarians hed arrived before the neeting with
the Indians wes quite over. I said to the Indians thet
these Hungarian Cuanediuns were coning to talk to me
about the unfortunate refugees in Vienna and I thought
it would be a rather nice thing If I brought then in
before the Indians left so that the Indiens could ex-
press their sympathy to these people. They came in

end this harpened very pleasantly.

Then thet reeting ended and I started ny
discussicn with the Hungarians. Within five niinutes
there wes a knock on the door and the president and one
Of the other officers of the nuative brotherhood cume in
&nd said, "Mr, rickersgill, there is zne rore thing we
want to talk to ycu about". I started to excuse nyself
to g0 out &nd they seid, "No; we do not went to g0 cut,
We have had & meeting sut in the hall «nd we thought
we should not just use words to express our feelings",
They put $50 on the table. I an confident thuat if other
Cenadians--all the rest of us who are descendunts of
icmigrants or immigrants themselves--do us ruch &s these
Indiens, who are not very wealthy, did theat day, and if
we do ocur full share tc help solve this problem we *hel]
heve no tr-uble in this country in absorbing all those
Huncarisens who are willing--end nuny of them will noct be--
tS come to Cunada in the winter,

For y part T think in due course the problen in
Vienna will resolve itself, but thut there will be
another prcoblem after thet one. Kany cof these people who
have gone tc Gerrmany, to England, to France or to other
countries to go into refugee camps ere not going to want
to stey there. 4s tire goes on &nd es this nost immediute
problem in hustriu is slleviated, I think the next step we
will want to tzke is to errange to send teems into these
carps und do what we can to get those people to come here
tlso,

I do not want to conceal from the house ry cpinion,
end the opinion upon which the governrent intend to proceed
next year with our irmigraticn policy, nemely thet we are
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going to need all the people we can get next yeer in
order to get done the essential work that ought to be
done in this country. I arm not at all worried sbout the
eble-bodied people, the people who are sble to teake any
kind of work and are willing to do it, «nd who are able
to support themselves. But, s I said befecre, I en
sorewhut worried about those who are geing to conme
becsuse of the policy we have undertiken and who, cver the
yeers, «re going tc be problens for themselves end for
us. I do say thet I will welcome, as will iy department and
the governuent and, as I ¢ sure &ll of us will, every
offer of cu-ocperation; &nd by offer I nean o tangibdble,
concrete offer cn the line, with details ubzut whet is
eropcsed tc be dcne and net just vegue expressisns to the
effect thet the governrent cught to 4o scriething.

Wo will dc everything we can, but I & not want to be
resp:insible for bringing to Canude nesple who are

going to heve to live for very long in cur imnigrsticn
hells. Hendscrie €s they are, I do not think they are
going to be very nuch happier in ipmigration hells then
they would be in relief cerps on the other side cf the
Atluntic.

as 1 stid in Vancsuver, I an all for brincsing to
Centdu all of thsse pecple who will be better off znd
ha-pier here. But the governrent elcne cannot ricke then
better off und heppier, e are going to bring here
s meny &s want te core cnd for vhom we cen preovide
transportaticn, but we ere going to need «ll the
help we cen get from everycne able to help us if this
thing is to be ¢ recal success und &« credit to Ceanadsa.




