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THE

GOOD

WS,

A SEMI-MONTHLY PERIODICAL:
PEVOTED to the RELIGIOUS EDUCATION of the OLD AND YOUNG

%

THE HARVEST,

BY THE REV. THOMAS FENWICK, OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CANADA.

He reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest.—Jer v.24.

In ¢ompliance with the request of His

N X;:e lency the Administrator of the go-
!Qr‘}mellt, the 6th of December was ob-
Ve throughout the Province as aseason
Public thanksgiving to the Father of
Clesfor the plentiful harvest with which
l“:c 2t year blessed us. This was a very
o i:;d"{m_g act.  As it isthe duty not only
Ve s tviduals, but also of families, to hum-
fmselves before God, and cry for mer-

to When he visits them with afliction, and
Ve praise and thanks to him when he

dut W8 blessings upon them, so it is pbe
Y of nations to do likewise in similar

e

N :
n:i:‘:"‘Stances. The time thus spent is not
bmopent- “Them that honour me I will

Wt Ur,” iy a promise to societies as well
Lh()? “dividuals, But let us now turn our
leanlghts to some of the lessons we may
Il from the harvest,
00g, - harvest is an dllustration of the
ndoz"e‘*" of God. Asourbodiesare form-
80y € earth, so also from the same
ane ne We receive the food by which t}ley
theper Hi8hed. An honourable calling,
his laboore' is that of the husbandman. On
“ stapr UT8 We are all dependent for the
twy of life” Even the hand which
ides @ 8ceptre is indebted to that which
ean, the plough. «The profit ot the
by qmm for all; the king himself is served
e, el (Eccles v. 9.) How terrible
R When he comes in the form of
Way th:'nﬂlel What will men not do to
Pangs of hunger! During the
Vel g, |

Famine in Samaria, when that city was be-
sieged by Ben-hadad, two women made an
agreement to slay each her son in turn, to
save their own lives, one of whom actualiv
performed her part. During the seige of
Jerusalem, the Jewish historian Josephus,
tells us that the wretched inhabitants were
so pressed by hunger that they devoured
the most disgusting substances. Often
would one pluck the food out of another's
mouth. Yea, in one instance a woman
slew the child at he- breast,and ate a part
of it. Irn this, and inthe other referred to,
was fulfilled the prophecy of Moses (Deut.
xxviil. 53-57.) In the extremity of hun-
ger men have sometimes eaten even their
own flesh. How great therfore, the good-
ness of God to us last year, in giving us &
fruitful season, filling onr hearts with food
and gladness! What reason for gratitude
on our part? Evenif we had remained
in our original state of innocence, it would
have been our duty to offer the sacrafice of
thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father, for
nourishing our bodies with the bounties of
His Providence. But how much more
does it become us who are sinners, to do
so! May we not well say that we are lews
than the least of all his mercies? Mighs
not ha justly take from us thestay of bread
and give us cleanness of teeth for our por-
tioﬂg_‘ But how differently does he deal
with ua! ' He feeds us fromday to day,
and that {00, not with the coarsest fare,
but «the finest of the wheat.” O!let us

No. §.



130

not be like thoss of whom the prophet
speaks in the passagefrom which our mot-
to is taken, but let all that is within us be
stirred up to bless God for the bountiful

harvest which he has lately given us ; and
let us manifest our gratitude by devoting
to his service the strength which wereceive
from the bounties of this life. But, we
stand as much in need of daily food for our
souls (our nobler part) as for our dodies.
Let us rejoice thathe 1s as able to bestow
the one a3 the other. Letus pray that he
would give us each day the bread which
cometh down from heaven, as well as that
which cometh out of the earih.

II. ‘The harvest is an illustrtion of the
Jaithfulness of God. When Noah offer-
od a sacrafice on coming out of the ark,
we aretold that the Lord smelled a sweet sa-
vor, and said in his heart that he would not
curse the ground any more for man’s sake,
and that while the earth romained seed
time and harvest, as well as cold and heat,
summer and winter, and day and night,
should not ceass ( Gen. viii. 22). THas he
not been always faithful to his promise ?—
{Ias there ever been a year in which the
earth did not yield her increase! True, in
some places there may have been at times,
great and long continued dearth, like that
in the land of Egypt, which lasted 7 years
and thatin the land of Israel, which lasted
3%, DBut the earth broughi forth pleati-
tuily in other places. The promisé of God
has, therefore, not failed, forithas reference
to the earth at large. He may, in perfoct

harmony with 1t, punish a people by smi--

ting their land with barrenness. What
he has hitherto dune he will continue to do.
As long as the earth stands, we know that
the sun shall be for alight by day, and
the ordnance of the moon and thestars for
light by night. As surely while the earth
stands, it shall bring forth, and «the joy-of
harvests,” fill the heart of the husband-
man. Here then, we have in the natural
world an evidence of the faithfulness of
God. By it let us be encouraged to trust
in all his promises. What excoeding great
aad precious promises bestud the pages of
Holy Writ. Yet how much are vur weak
hearts disposed to doubt them. There
we are assured of eternal life, if we receive
and rest in Christ as our only Saviour—
Rut we think that something on our part

THF GOOD
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isesssential. Weare assured that they
that fear the Lord shall not lack any gof
thing; yet how often are we troubled wi
fears of the morrow! Weare assured

if we ask we shall receive, if we seek W9
shall find, if we knock it shall beopened W
us; yet, if our prayers donot appear to b
answered we are ready to faint. We ar?
assured that if we resist the Devil he Wil
flee from us; yet how ready are we to loo®
sight of this! Wae are exhorted to be us”
wearied in well-doing, for in due seaso®
we shall reap if we faint not; yet when ¢
do not see any good result from ourlabour®
in his service we are dizposed to exclain®
“ We have laboured in vain and spent our
strength for nought.” We are exhorte
to be faithful unto death, with the promi®
of a crown of life; yet how often do W¢
sonform to the world to gain its favor, of
avoid itescorn or wrath!  We are told tha®
all things work together for good to the™
tnat love God; yot how ready are we ¥
despise the chastening of the Lord, of
to faint when we are rebuked of him'<”
Now every sheaf says to us as truly as 18
wards. “ 0, yo of little faith, wherefor®
do ye doubt? Behold inmo a proof ¢

your Heavenly Father’s faithfulness to bis

promise.”  Let us, therefore, shake off "‘.n
our doubts and fears, and trusting in hlsl
word, go on our way rejuicing. We shal
find that none whe frusts in him are evéf
ashamed.

III. The harvest is an illustration "f
the conncction o¥ man’s labour omn 0
hand, and God's blessing on the other
The corn does not grow like the wee
Fhe husbandian must labour before b p
partakes of the finits The earth m“e
first be broken up by the plough. If th
soil be poor, means must be employed %
enrich it. Then the seed must be cast 18Y
it and covered by the harrow. There mA®
labour ends. The increase is with @9
He must cause the showers to come do¥"
in their season and the sun to shed his 8
and heat, else the seed will rot under
clod. Man however, wust do his P#
otherwise there will be no harvest.
never does what it is within the power,
man to do. This is a truth of great “f{
portance which i8 very often overloo! 9;,
God docs not prepare the ground, cast o
the sead, and cover it. Man is able t0 of
this, But he makes the sced grow.
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™Man cannot. It is therefore equally fool-
sh to neglect the use of means, and to
‘f‘llst wholly in them. Both are also alike
Soful  The one is presumption—the other
Uheism. Now the same principle holds
200d in respect of spiritual things. God
88 given us what is termed the means of
8race,” guch as His Word, the sacraments,
'fnd prayer. 'We have no warrant whate-
czr’ to expect any saving blessing except in
Unection with the use of these. How
Breat, then, the folly, the sin, and the dan-
T of those who despise them ; yet with-
Ut the blessing of the Holy Ghost, they
AN profit us nothing. In like manner, we
N Ust do what within us lies for the conver-
wob Of the ungodly. If we do not, shall
ise ¢ free of the blood of those who per-
W We are nowhere in the Word of God
franted to expect that sinners shall Le
uvex;ted without our efforts, yet when
20d i3 done by us, we mustsay, ¢ Notun-
U8, not unto us, but unto God be all the
Prense_”
imlv' The h°r}'est is an tllustration of the
nig'.)rtance of improving present opportu-
an d‘s- “To everythiug there is a season,
heg 8 time to every purpose under the
a ﬁ"en. * % % A time to plant, an?
(EQ“:Q to pluck up that which is planted.”
an Cies, iii, 1—2:) It is, therefore, vain for
Why One to gow in the time of barvest. He
0 would doso, would justly be looked on
: wa Madman, Butah ! maduess of a more
tor W kind they manifest who put off at-
g to the things which belong to their
N o) peace to a dying hour. Ngw, dear
it, foer" 1s the seed time. Let us improve
go odr}:t Is fast passing away for ever, The
Row . usbandman is not only earcful to
g atthe proper time, but also to sow
- Pon d:eed, knowing that the crop corres-
thoy) what is sown. How carefpl then,
“Bg We be over our hearts and lives!—
Wl OF decoived : God is not mocked ; for
O¢ver a man soweth that shall he also
or he that soweth unto lis
tion "hall of the flesh reap corrup-
) YUt he thut soweth to the spirit
: (Gadazf the spirit reap }ife everl.asting.”
or i o 7-8.) What is reaped is great-
thy ovount than what is sown. It is
The l‘:l’,ne _With regard to the futurestate.
ey Iscries of the Jost shall far ex-
U greatness the pleasure which sin
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gavethem on earth; while all that the right-
eouns have done and suffered for Christ here,

shall be nothing in comparison with the ful-
ness of joy and pleasure for evermore
which will De their portion hereafter.—
“What art thou sowing$” Reader! rem-
ember that thou art not either sowing or
not sowing. Thou art always sowing
either to the flesh or to the spirit.

V. The harvest is an emblem of the
resurreelion. Fromtheresemblance which
they Dear to one another, the burying
ground is very appropriately termed in
German, “God'sacre.” The Apostle Paul
in I Corinthians, xv., likens the resurrection
of the body to the growth of the seed.—
The grain which is put into the earthrots
and seems to perish. But at length the
blade shoots up through the earth, then
the ear is formed, then the full corn in the
ear. So,in like manner by the same Aj-
mighty power which works this wonder-
ous change, shall the body be brought to
life which may for ages have been mingicl
with its mother earth. On this subject
many questious may be asked which can-
not be answered. Let us rest assured thut
wlat the mouth of the Lord hath spokeu
ghall come to pass, though we do not know
how it shall do so. 'The body which shall
come from the earth at the last day, shail
be a raised body, not one created ancw.
What shall take place on the bodies of the
wicked we are not told, but we learn from
the Word of God that those of the saints
shall undergo a glorious change. How
much more glorious js the perfect plant
than the seed from whica it sprung! This
is, however, but 2 most imperfect emblen:
of the change which shall take place on the
bodies of the saints at the resurrection.—
They “are sown in corruption,” they “arc
taised in incorruption,” &e. (Corin. xv. 42—
44,) Reade, art thou abeliever? Ifthon
art, thy vile body shall be oneday changed
and fashioned like unto Christ’s glonous
body. Is uot this a delightful thoughbt ?
Never shall thou need food and drink io
nourish and refresh thee, Like the keep-
or of Lsrael, thou shalt never tlumber nor
sleep. Never shalt thou be laid on & bed
of languishing, having wearisome nigiits

poinied thee. Never shall age make the
kecpers of thy house tremble, aud thy
strong men bow themselves. Never shaul
it bedim thine eye, nor wake thine wur
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heavy, nor whiten thy locks, nor furrow
thy brow, nor reb thy cheek of its bloo.

Never shalt thou say to corruption, ¢ Thou
art my father, and to the worm, ¢ thou
art my mother and my sister” Wken
Moses came down from the mount, his face
.shone so brightly that the children of Israel
could not look at him. When Christ was
transfigured his face shone as the sun; and
his raiment was as white as the light. Be-
hold a faint manifestation of the glorious
change which shall take place on the frail
clay tabernacle in which the soul new
dwells,

Under the old Testament the first fruits
of the harvest were offered to God, which
decided a blessing onthe rest. Inailusion
to this circumstance, Paul tells- us that
¢ Christis risen from the dead, and becomes
the first, fruits of them that slept,’ (I Cor-
inthians, xv- 20.) He has finished the
work which the father gave him to do.—
The Father has accepted it, of which he
Las given evidence by raising him from
the dead, and setting him at his own right
liand in the heavenly places. As surely,
then as the Head is risen, so surely shall
Lis people rise and reign with him. Blessed
ave they who shall have partin the resurrec-
tion of the just! But we must be Christ’s, clse
we shall never be of that number. We
must receive him on his own terms, and
trust in him alone forsalvation. We must
also present oursalves to him as aliving sa-
crafice.  “Here, Lord, we give ourselves
away, 'tis all that we can do,” must be the
language of our hearts. Reader! if thou
hast not come to Christ, come now. He
waits to be gracious. He says, « Him that
cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out,
He has no pleasure in thy death. Heis
" wnwilling to make thee as Sodom and Go-
morrah, a3 Admah and Zeboim. If thou
perish it will be becauss thou wouldst not
come to him that thou mightest Lave life.
O! come to him and it shall be well
with thee at the great harvest day—the
end of the world, when he shall send forth
his angels to gather the wheat into the
barn, but to burn up the tares with un-
quenchable fire, :

Arran, C. W, Jan’y 1861.
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WILL YOU BUY A PIE?

BY ANCIENT SIMON.

Years ago, no matter how many—I was
returning home from business one bleaks
cold winter'’s evening, when I stopped for
a minute or two to guze at the attractive
display in a stationer and printseller’s shop
window.

At that time the speculative spirit of the-
age had not developed itself in the establish--
ment of these brilliant penny pie shops
now so common in our leading thorough-
fares.

These choice commodities (the piee)
were not then in great demand. There
was a popular, but, very likely, unjust sus-
picion, that they sometimes contained the
flesh of smaller quadrupeds than oxeDd
and sheep, and hence the sales was liniteds
almost the only vendors being afew men,
who carried them round in Daskets, and
made the streets resound with their cries o
“Hot pies! Pies all hot!”

As 1 stood loeking in at the window
this familiar cry fell upon my ear, and pre-
sently the proprictor of the voice and ©
the pies came by.

Just as he passed me he wasmet by ano”
ther man, apparently a mechanic, who 1
cognized him, and accosting him Ly namé
expressed his sorrow at finding him redu
from the position in which he bad former
ly known him, and obliged to earn P
livelihood in this way; and was proceeding
to say how greatly he pitied him, when be
was somewhat brusquely inturrupted by
the pieman, who broke in with, « Ah ;88
to that, pity be bothered! Will you buy 2
pie?” «Well, I don’t care if 1 do,” replie|,
the other ; « let’s have a two-penny one

Often and often since then have .th"
words of this piemau recurred to my mind
“ Pity be bothered! Will you buy a pie

As I have listened to some noisy plt
form-orators deploring the jgnoranc®,
wretchedness, and vice in which many °‘
the poor subsist, and enunciating some pa"”
acea which should remove, or greatly e
liorate these evils, I have said to m)'sel !
« Will you buy a pie?" and have. Wondc‘:"j
ed if he would do anything personally ¢
wards accomplishing the object he W";
alvocating, or whether he would only &
about it.
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1 have ‘heard wealthy lgndoxs'pex's de-
écr;lbi“g’ n tel:rr}s of comuusseramon,. the
: otched condition of labourer’s dwellings,
in agricultural districts,and the query, ‘Will
u buy a pie? is immediately suggested
jelf, especially when, as in sowe instances
1 have known that they npeed not go be-
vbnd the bounderies of their own estates,
to find opport:ugity of proving the sincel'ity
&'their convictlons,
. This inquiry might often with advan-
¢ be addressed to the advocates of phil-
antrophic and benevolent movements, who
would not unfrequently render more valua-
ple assistance to the cause they espouse by
Pr‘acticai co-opperation than by their ap-
wedls to the sympatlies of others.

“But my olject now, i8 to give theinquiry
a personal application,

“There is iu the present day avery strong
tendency, to let our sympatlies evaporate
in words, rather than to mould them into
" deeds; a great profusion of talk, with a
: véry disproportionate  amount of work;
. many expressious of interest, soon after
p to subside into inditference ;large promises,
 farexceeding the subsequent performances ;
- much pity, very little lielp.

-Societies aud institulions are now expee-
ted-to undertake nearly every branch of
‘banevoleut enterprise, and very many sup-
pose that because their names are recorded
- as subscribers or donors on the reporws of
ong or more societies, that therefore, they
done all that is required of them, and cow-
placensly cancel the claims of charity
by deputing others to be the almoners of
their bounty.

Obviously the organization and machin-
ery of Societies enable them, by combining

- theefforis of many, to effcet results, and
| carry on operasions. which isolated indivi-

‘vilusl labours could never accomplish, and

n that account they merit our countenance
and support; but there still remains mucl,
very much to be done, that must be left to

“$adividual eff orts; and no amount of talk,
Ormere pecuniary aid to societies, can re-

us from the responsibility which rests
upon us, each in our own sphere, to “do
good, and to communicate.”-

. That this duty s so much neglected ar-

363 mainly from the fact that we waut to

#do good” ou a large scale.

Neglecting or overlooking the many op-

Portnnities which offer immediately around

i
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we arc many of us waiting till some spe-
cial occasion arises; these are but « little
things,” we are on the lookout for some
nobler enterprise, which alas! with many
will ‘never come.

I once lieard the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon,
when speaking upon this subject, observe
that “ there are many young men whose
hearts glow with au earnest desire to carry
the glad tidings of the cross to distant
lands, when they have never spoken of the
Saviour to the oid apple-woman who sits
at the corner of the street they live In,
though she is as great a beathen, aud as
ignorant of the way of salvation, as they
would meet with beyvond the sea.”

Even so there is no lack of work to be
where willing hearts and hands are ready.

Iremeber, when some eight or teu
vears old, whilst watching my mother
make some jellies, which she intended to
take to a young woman who was very ill,
and needed such nourishing food, I began
to lament that I could not do something
for her, when my mother inquired,—

¢ Are you sure vou cannot do anything 7

¢ Me, mother! why, what can such & lit-
tle fellow as I am do? I cannot 1nake
jellies and other nice things as you do.’

¢« No, but there are other things you can
do. You can read ¥

“Yes.)

¢ Well, now, would you like to go and
ask Miss E., if you shall come and read to
her for an hour twice a week ¥’

¢Just the very thing!? and with a kiss
for the suggestion, I was soon on my way
with a book under my arm, which my fond
mother selected as suitable; and for many
weeks afierwards some hours of my holi-
days were spent in thatsick chamber, much
to mv own profit, and, I think, not with-
out pleasure to the invalid.

The inHuence of that lesson abides with
me still,—it Las taught me none are too
young to give practical help to those who
ueed 1t, and that opportunities are soon
fouud when looked for.

Reader, will you buy a pie? Will you
do what you can to brighten the path and
dininish the cares of those around you !—
What the piemaun wanted wes not mere
pity, but a purchase: and he did not ask
his friend to buy his whole stock, but on-
ly a single pie.  Take the hint; instead of
condoling with some Widow Brown, whe
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is trying to support herself and he little
children by keeping a little shop, which
need more attention than she can give
it, run in for az hour occasionally, and of-
fer to mind the children which she devo-
tea her undivided attention to the claims
of business. There are others for whom
¥ou may do a little needle-work, fetch un
errand, write a letter, purse a child, read
1o the aged, attend the sick, teach the ig-
norant, speak * a word in season” to those
whno are ¢ out of the way™ help the hungry
w et bread, the unemployed to obtain
waork, the destitute to find succour ; Le a
friend to the friendless, a brother to those
in adversity ; remembering, for your encon-
rugument, the gracious declaration of our
Saviour, * Inasmuch as ye have done it
nnto one of the least of these my brethren,
yo have done it umo me.”

A Refreshing Incident,

A man whose locks were slightly tinged
with gray, was waiting at the junction of
two railways for the train that wis to take
him to the place he desived to visit.  As
he sat in the waiting-room, he noticéd that
4 gentlemanly man came moro than once
o the door of the room and eyed him
with at‘eution. As it wasnota countenance
that he recognized as that of an acquain-
tance he thought no more of the matter.
Weurierd wilhiw‘:zit,ing, he rose and deter-
mined to take a short walk, as the train
would not be due short of an hour. He
had proeceded hut a few steps when the
wentleman above noticed overtook him and
wid “ I beg your pardon—is not this Mr,
o , formerly Mr. W. ?

« That is my name,” said Mr. C,

“You do uot remember ine, but I shall
remember you forever., You used to sea
ma many years ago when 1 was a oy
in Mr. M !

«T presume I saw you there,but [ do
not remember it.”

s grocery.”

.

* You remember holding some prayer. |

meetings there fourteen ye:uts ago,”
«] do
« 8o do I; for the were the oceasion, as
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| you speaking—aye, thinking. A little hoy}

I trust, of my conveasion to God. T was a‘.g,
thoughtless wicked boy then. I went ougi
of curiosity to one of your 1eetings, and
your remarks interested me, and I went%
again. I wanted to tell my feeling at the-]
time, but I lacked courage. Soon after
the last meoting, I indulged ahope of par
don, which hopeI have held on to ever |
since. I have tried to do some good. I
have always wished to tell you what obli.
gations I have felt myzelf under to you";
Mr. C made some inquiries respect- :
ing his place of resicdence, and subsequent- -
ly learned that he wasa man of wealth and
standing in the community, and was regard- |
ed as the most aecided and most etlicient,
Christian layman in the place, i
The prayer-meetings My C—— had al-*
ways regarded as a faiure. They wera,
not well attended, and never before had het
any evidence that auy good was done. Hel
now saw that he had not labored in vainy
And so it may be with many lubourers ing
the Lord's Vinevard—with many faithfulkg
Sunday  School teachers.  Among thesf
children they have taught, there may ba
bere and there eficient Christian men and®
wonien who were converted through theif?
instramentality, thongh not till afier thes
relation of teacher and pupil may hm:éf
ceased between them and who Lave neve
been able to express to them their senss
of obligation. In the morning sow thy:
seed and in the evening withhold not thy
hand, for thou knowest not which shall
prosper.—Swunday School Temes.

i
i
!

ALWAYS AT HAND.

You need not write to Jesus; He can Leg

zermany once wrote o prayer and put it i
the post-office, addressed to Lord Jesus Ch
He thought, in his simplicity, that was 88
way to getit sent to heaven.  Dear child, b
prayer was there hefore he folded his letter.er
Christ saw him write, and knew bis veg
wisbes.  He knows yowrs, and tells yon §
speak them out to his ear.  You do so whil
you pray.  You send up a pleading look®
; heaven. This you can do when there is 8
| light to see by.  There are clondy days i
you cannot see the sun, and dark, stom
nights when no star appears; but you ¢4
always by prayer send up a Jook to Jesus. 4

T'he Children's Church at Home, by Rev. §
: Edmond. 5

4
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As thy Day, 8o shall thy Strength be.?

When distressed by pain and cares,
Qverwhelmed with gloomy fears;
Waves of sorrow beating round,
Where, oh! where ghall peace be found?
Here, {or He hath said w0 me,

« Asthy day, thy strength shall be.

o Flath said” it, 'lis the word

Of an all-performing Lord;

He who “ spake and it was done."—
He who loved, and gave His Son,
Man to save,—lle says to me,

« As thy day, thy streugth shall be.

He who dwells in dazzling Yght,
'Mid the Tanks of angels bright;
Seraphim and Cherubim

Veil their fuces before Him—
Him who sweetly says to me,

« As thy day, thy strength shall be.

Now, if anxious thought arise,

Up to Him 1 lift mine eyes,

Casting on His mighty arm

Al my care, s0 naught can harm.
I am siqfe—He suys to me,

“As thy day, thy strength shall be.”

Rise, my spirit, and adore

Him who ull thy sorrows bore;

Till the heaven's guired at length,
Leanupon his arm of strength;
Life’s last morning reached, to thee,
“ As thy day, thy strength shall be.”

When wilt thou before Him come?
Dwell with Him in that bright home?
Gaze forever on His face,

Tearn the riches of His grace?
Leave it, this enough for thee,

“ As thy day, thy strength shall be,”

CLEMENTHE.

#An admirer of Jesus Christ,”

Years ago, after 1 had delivered a public

ecture, a man rose in the assembly and

gan a speech in these words—*I am an
mirer of Jesus Christ, The words
nded very suspiciously. - They seemed

b mean—1 am not a believer in Jisus

wrizt, but silll I am an admirer of him.
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AndT soon found that such was their real

tmport. I availed myself of the opportun-
ity then furnished to show how the unques-
tionable beauty of Christ's character con-
strained his very enemies to profess admi-
ration tor it, but how admiration, if intelli-
gent and sincere, must, to be consistent,
lead a man on step by step tillit ripens into
faith. The tollowing fact whicli is recorded
in the life of the late Dr, Joseph Fletcher,
of Stepuey, illustrates this argument.

Called on one occasion to visit a dying
sceptic, on entering the chamber he be-
held the wasted form of one who had been
a tall, athletic wan, struggling under the
ravages of a disease at once most painful
and incurable.  Dr. Fletcher commenced
by some kiud inquiries respecting his dis-
euse, and, afler suggesting some littie
things calculated to soothe his pain, he al-
luded to the sufferings of Christ, who died
for us, and gave himself a ransom for sin-
ners; who, equal with the Father, and one
with Lim, humbled himself and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross, that through his blood we might have
peace with God, Hearing this the dving
man said, ¢ Sir, I don't believe that; I wish
I could, as my dear wife does there: she
Lelieves all you say.

‘Well,” said Dr. F., ‘but you 8ay you
wish vou could, and that is a great point
towards attaining it, if you are sincere.—
what do you believe concerning Jesus
Christ?

¢ Why,' said he, ‘I believe that such a
man once lived, and that he was a very
good, sincere man; but that is all.’

¢You balicve that Jesus Christ was a
good man—a sincere man. Now, do you
think that a good man would wish to de-
ceive others, or a sincere man use language
which must mislead ¢ '

¢Certainly not, sir,’

¢Then how do you reconcile your admis-
sion that he was a good man with his say-
ing to the Jews, ‘I and my Father are
one” When they took up stones to kill
him, because he had made himself equal
with the Father, he did not undeceive them,
but used langunge confirmatory of his God-
head; and he further said, <My sheep hear
my woice, and they follow me, and I know
them; and I give unto them eternal life’
Now, cculd any mere man say, ‘I give
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unto them eternal life® could
even ¥

“Stop!" criad the dying man, with an
excited voice, stop, sirl I never saw this
betore: a new light Lreaks in upon me—
stop, sir !’ Holding up his emaciated hand,
as if fearing that a_ breath might obseure
the new light breaking in upon his be.
nighted soul, and with a countenance
lighted up with a sort of preternatural ex-
pression,  quite indeseribable, but  with
eyes inteutly fixed upon Dr. Fletcher, after
a short but most solemn pause, he exclaiin-
w1, the big tears rolling down his almost
transparent face, ¢ Sir, you area messenger
of mercy sent by God himself to suve m
poor soul.  Yes, Christ is God, and he
died (o save sinners—yes, cven e,

His feelings were so excited as to be al-
wost too much for the poor wasted body
and Dr, Fleicher was so affected a8 to be
only able to conclude this interview 1,
prayer, and a promise to return nex day;
veferring him, before he left, to some por-
tious of Scripture on which to res

t his faith
and hope. The next day he found him

propped up in bed, literally, to all appear-
aunce, ‘a new man, with all the eagerness
of a bungry man seeking to be fod with
‘the bread of life, and yet With all the
simplicity of a child trusting in t}
mises of God, which are ¢ ye:
in Christ Jesus.’

He confessed, that though he had re-
Jected the gospel as unworthy of credit, he
had never read it; which Dr. Fletcher had

tound to be often the cage with infidel ob-
jectors.

any angel

18 pro-
v and amen

THINK FOR AN HOUR,

During a sewson of religious interests
among my people in C ) there wag a
claes of young persons Who remuined
careless and unconcerned about their soul's
s'lvation. At g prayer-meeting, where
Inany of them were present. they were ex-
horted to consider thoir ways and be wise,
When about to leave the house of prayer,
which was solemn as the house of death,
those young persons were kindly asked to
go home and think for one hour of their
‘soul's salvation. Qne thoughtless and pro-
fane young man resolved that he would re-

gard the request, and consider
~hour before retiring for the

it for one

night.  After
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reflecting for an hour on his lost and g}“l'
ty condition, and on God’s mercy to h“;;
his heart relented and, he begzan-
pray earestly for the pardon of his ST.“Q'
Nor did he stop thinking and pray ""%
when his hour closed, but com.inued‘e‘e
to the break of day to think of his life )
transgressions, and pray for fm‘gi\'e-nct"\“' i
God,—neither did he find rest to bis <p? ‘
until he submitted his heart to God, ‘u;
found joy and peace in believing in Je,tl]no
To my great surprise, on the next day »
young man who had been so careless o
thoughtless, and reckless, came to my 1"'"hi9
to tell me what the Lord had doae for ‘
soul. At first I thought it was too 9‘1)3‘0
news to betrue, forit secimed, if true of
a resurrection from the dead ; but on con®®

. h . . seniritual stit?
¥ | sing with Lim concerning his spiritual!

10
I found him a changed man. He sal‘}ﬂs
me, “1 went home from the m"“ml"’"l mee
night, and thought, as you requested . of
for one hour about seeking the sul\'ﬂl.w "
my soul, and I did notsleep till [ gave o
heart to the Saviour, and becamo # "] .
creature in Christ Jesus.” The news of t le0
cenversion spread like wildflre through t]
village and town, and some of his l.lm“fn"ﬁ
less and wicked companions were influenc’
by his example, Lo seek and secure
Lord. o
This led me to ask, why is it th’{‘,tom
many of ouryouth and so many © o™
young men neglect their soul’s s&‘ll‘f}m )
and live in impenitenco in this Qh{" 0
land? ~ From the testimony of this yot o
man that was converted to God, Iambiu
to believe it is because they domnot ?oﬂ
upon their ways. The impenitent i
do not thluk for one hour of their ¢ e?b"
ved and guilty condition and of “‘,(t!‘
Jesus Christ has done to save sinners €%
the chief. The sin of inconsideration
the great and crying sin of the nmynli, J
the youth of our land. In view of e
cannot help exclaiming, « O that ol
were wise, that they understood thlsyl !
that they would consider their latter 0:,-. ‘
Oh that they would think for one hov A
Reader, will you alone wich God, to
for one hour about your soul, and ask 7%
self solemnly if it is well with you
Eternity ¢ ‘

LN
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4 LESSON FOR BOYS.
By —
N;"le Hall, a poor sick boy, got up
b ﬁ;’:e Morning to work in his garden,
!\,ngh'Weeds were beginning to thrive
Yt o .8 flowersand vegetables, He did
M"N‘(’f his chamber until he had kneit
[ day°d and given himself to Him for
Mt .88 fecling very happy,and hecould
k;:;'&m from singing }x)nérry songs that
bhq& With the joyous carolling of the
L &irThe sky was so blue and smiling
1 80 bland and fragrant, and the
% f°Wers 80 profuse of perfume, that
%y *€ot his aching head, and thought
eryin: the good God who had made
»hp Ng 80 fair and beautiful, and him
wb‘tpy' Suddenly his singing ceased.
. Wag

i, @ matter §

; 01;% cherry-tree, that stood in the
Right het the garden, and which but the
Wiy ore had boen burdened with is
Yray 10k fruit, was nearly stripped, and

Vinesne limbs broken off. The cucum-
%Pled beneath the tree were torn up and
knm OnuPOIL Davie uttered a loud ex-

rag of surprise, and dropping his
%“'10' hl}"to the house to tell the bad
"o “011, 8 mother,
& %orrg Mother! mother!” he cried out
%’ﬁes, bel!y', “they have stolen my
"leq.! Sides spoiling my cucumber
R, oty <2 oh, dear!” ,
q‘y Xy er said but little until she had
%by‘the Ned the premises, and ascertain-
2% the o f00tprints in the soft ground,
e":s :;fre two boys—one bare-
o ' other wearing shoes.
%y Da?,!y Wish I really kngw who it was,”
il With a flushed cheek.

.\y., but Jittle doubt, who did it, as
%n"‘&ng a‘:%ene Hart and Jack Raymond
%?Ou. Wd the garden fence yesterday
< Ciong» * ©t We must not rely upon our

I kngy, ;
‘?"ﬂy, «~E Was they,” said Davie vehe-

Qi:;ong in else could it be? Thero
+ o8 byy theyy . "llage to do such a mean

h
\2‘“ Vherg o o
h‘kﬁt’n}’gl:z I:-ldo ! TIwonder he didn’t

Or he was out of doors

» dear!

o

Ve

e

> Wy
%;n ﬁit" look for his little dog, but
7 through garden and cot-
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tage, and he did not come, he gave up.—
Alas! his pet was stolen also.

Eugene Hart and Jack Raymond every-
body called the worst boys in the village.
They well deserved the name, for there
was scarcely a garden they had not robbed,
or child they had not tormented in some
way. They could be seen prowling around
the streets together, using coarse jests and
profane words, and mingling freely in dog-
fights and street disturbances of every
kind. They did not attend school, as they
had been expelled in disgrace from the
only free one in the place. They never
went to church or Sunday-school, and fine
peach orchards and attractive gardens were
especially guarded upon that day from their
depredations.

Jack was the worst boy of the two.—
He was the ringleader of all the bad boys
in the village. He was about sixteen
years old and the son of the tavern-keeper
who was a very wicked and intemperate
man, It was in the smoky bar-room of
his house, where Jack had been allowed to
be ever since he could remember, the most
dissolute men of the town congregated;
and about the first words that Jack could
say, were oaths that his drunken father
taught him, and that drunken men laugh-
ed to hear him repeat. And his mother
—abh, if she had been a good woman, she
might, perhaps, with tha help of God,
have saved that little child from the sin
around and before bim—was coarse and
ignorant, knmowing nothing of Christ, ex-
cept to sneer at those who professed to love
Him, .

It was a little better with Eungene.—
His father was a very intemperato man,
one of the frequenters of thetavern, seldom
bestowing any attention upon his children
but harsh words and harsher blows.. They
had grown up to fear and almost hate im
—if the heart of a child can turn agairst
his father. He did liitle or nothing for
the support of his family, aud his broken-
hearted wife, the mother of six children,
of whom Eugene was the eldest, went out
washing to earn their daily bread.

Davie, felt his loss keenly; Lut when
urged to inform upon the two robbers,
aund get them taken up and punished, he
replied, « No, that would only make them
hate me ever after. I must try te do
them good.” Having learned that his little



138

dog was to be taken to a neighbouring
town next day and sold, he resolved to
write a kind letter to Eugene, telling him
that ho knew about the robbery, and pro-
mising to forgive and love him, At the
same time earnestly entreating him to send
Fido home. Eugene was surprised at the
tone of the letter; and when he thought of
the poor injured boy so freely forgiving
him, tears ran down his cheeks, and he
stole away to the old barn where Fido was
hidden, and at once carried him to where
he would find his way home. Davie,
after much labour, and many kind acts, got
Kugene to leave off his bad companions,
and attend the Sabbath school; and from
that time the pest of the village became
another boy. The same kind treatment
was tried upon Jack Raymond, but he re-
sisted it, became daily worse, and at last,
haviug robbed his father, ran off to sea.
* % * » * * ¥

Let twenty yeats go by} much may be
done in twenty years, you know. Here we
are in Davie's native village again, and in
the place he loved most of all to frequent
—the little grey stone church.

Do youknow the face of the minister who
has preached so impressive a sermon,
bringing tears to the eyes of his hearers?
It is a missionary from the West: one
who is doing a great work in his Master's
vineyard. He has come to visit his old
hiome once more, and to show his wife and
little ones where he was born and brought
up, where his best friends lived, where
Davie’s house and garden were, and where
Davie lay buried.

Oh. itis Eugene Hart, that very Eugene
Hart, who when a boy ran around these
streots with Jack Raymond, p'undering
gardens and doing all sorts of mischief.—
Everybody said he would come to a bad
end, as, perhaps, he would long ago, had
not Davie Hall, a poor little sick boy, led
him, with a kind word and gentle hand, to
the better, the holier path, that reached
where he now stands, yes, and stretches
beyond to the courts of heaven.

Yes, the drunkard’s boy! There he
stands, & preacher of Christ crucified—to
win at last, we hope, the crown of those
who turn many to righteousness.

Eugene remained in his native villa
sevoral wosks, and whils there a sad thing
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took place which it will interest Y"",‘;:
know. He was sitting in Harry Spe“wi}‘
parlour one evening, listening to his
singing at the piano, when he was &,
moned to the almshouse by a messeﬂge;d
great haste, A poor man was dying o
begging to see Mr. Hart. It was 8 o
and stormy night, and the road was®' .
unpleasant one, and Eugene had but ’
time to question his companion abou?
person he was to meet, He learned

he arrived at the almshouse a fortllig_b,ou
more before, in a most deplorable cond’t;d
as he was scarcely covered by rag®

was broken down with excessive dl’lnk].
He had not seemed to be in his l'ighw‘1 i
any of the time he had been there
from Lis incoberent talk they had co® F
ed him to be a former resident of tH°
lage, who had long been on the sé# ”
exposed to hardship and privation. po
day some one chanced to say in his, 13g°
ivg that Eugene Hart was in the ‘emtd
and so urgently had he beiged of ﬂ;iﬂ’ny
bring him to his bedside, they had
consented to do so. 7
The matron met them at the 49 g,
«He is dead,” said she; 1 is a PiYf
have troubled you so for nothing-” , asked
“ Will you letm see the corpse? 5 0¥
Eugene, «May-be it is really som
that formerly knew me.” b
They led him up into the littlo ¢h3” 2y
where the dead man was. His b8 g
‘kin aud grey, and his bloated face 1t
k_ed and brown. It was a fearful sig 4
awfuws was the expression upon ﬂ_l":w/.
face—so full of horror and dist ked}
Eugene went close to the bed, and ,nJ?
earnestly upon it. Twenty y«’ﬁ“"b‘d’l
such as that face had met, could M i
his recognition. It was Jack Ray™ A”d
And such was the end of his hife- . m"”
as Eugene tarried by his bed, ™%
bore him back to the time when hein iy
side by side with Jack, walking dﬂt
same wicked path, even towards thi® "k
ful end. And looking back, he 585
kind hand that was held out tothemi o
and wept bitterly for him Whva aY‘/!
blindness, flung it scornfully 2% 2
ABRIDGEy FBOM “THE BOY MIs8IO )

i
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BOTH SIDES.
Ly in his carriage was riding along,
A guily dressed wife by his side;
%tin and laces she looked like a
* queen,
Aud he like a king in his pride.

'°°d-sawycr stood on the street as
they passed,
The carriage and couple he eyed,
8aid as he worked with his saw on
a log,
wish I was rich aud could ride.”

b

T

Man in his carriage remarked to his
« Wwife—
1 wone thing would I giveif I could—
ould give all my wealth for the
strength and the health
the man whois sawing the wood.”

The Gospel to bc Embraeed.

It;
;‘t‘tfenot the shedding of Christ’s blood,
c;-:’l)lication of it, which saves.—
N+ Plysicians, ner apothecarier, nor
%z«hg:t"’ l‘lave any reme?lies for human
Y inhwlflch can cure on any other terms,
gy @bitants of South Africa have a
g f

‘(,i{ the poison of snakes, under the
h‘p it . Incture of Life;’ but unless they
%ﬁﬁlﬁoways in possession for immediate
Oy ey U after the snake’s bite, this valu-
iy 1Y 8 powerless. The blood of
0Nt ; ® great ¢ Tincture of Life, but
of Ry S applied to the soul by faith, it
Y, " SXpect that it can expel the poison

: outh African farmer might
ﬁ:hem bis < tincture of life’ in his hand
h‘hd iy fa: of his house, and shout ever so
i Or of its virtues, and still not cure

prh&{hepherd, untess he consented to
I

%1;'9“; and the minister of Christ

. m the Gospel, and yet the Gos-
& ?ﬂmt will neveg cure the evils that
o Soul unless men carry it with
M‘o},}e ﬂvpply it on all occasions.

N@t for 386(51 lately left our southern
ang 8tant colonies, with a rich
&N Hm““merous passengers, the voy-
b bel] %more than commenced when
Toke the stillnese of the night,
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and awakened the passengers to die. Now
one of the remarkable discoveries of modern
times is a fire exterminator, which by some
chemical agency, capable of employment on
ships, destroys fire. In the case alluded to,
thir new invention may or may not have
been on board, but it was not applied.—
The consequence was that the vessel was
destroyed.

It was not the slaying of the Pascal
lamb that saved the Israelites, but the
sprinkting of the blood upon the door-posts
of the houses. And again, I repeat, that
it is not the shedding of Christ’s blood on
Mount Calvary which saves, but the sprink-
Zing of that blood by faith on our sin-pol-
luted souls. Christ is set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in his blood.

That Whosoever Believeth,

O glorious word ¢ whosoevor” Yon
cannot escape from it. Wherever you fly
it follows you. It expostulates with you.
In the darkest corner of the dungeon of
despair it whispers in your ear. ¢Whoso-
ever!” Itis heaven's great bell, summon-
ing all men to the feast of salvation.—
Whosoever ! Whosoever! Ttsboon swelis
throughout the whole earth, and breaks in
as a reply to all your objections. I have
many doubts” Whosocver! ¢I'm a vic-
tim of necessity.” Whasoever! T'm a
creature of -circumstances”  Whosoever!
« P'm not one of the elect Whosoever!
«1 fear Christ did not die for me.’ Wio-
soever! «I was never struek down with
sorrow for sin’ Whosoever? ¢I've heen
the greatest of sinmers) Whosoever/—
«I've been a drunkard” Whosoever /—
« An adulterer.” Whosoever! ¢A scorner
of religion.” Whosoever! <A thief and
a murderer.” Whosoever! ¢ I've quenched
the spirit” Whosoever! <I've crucifinl
the Son of God afresh’ Whosoever!
Wiosoever! Heaven and earth shall pass
away but this word of Jesus shall not pass
away.  Whosoever! O then, ¢ seck
righteousness, seek meckness, it may be ye
shall be hid in the day of the Lord's unger?
—Plaén Truths, by Newman Hall,
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THE SAFETY-LAMP.

I should not like any one that I loved
to go down into a coal-mine without a
safety-lamp. And I would fain persuade
all young men who read this address, to use
a safety-lamp in this dark and dangerous
world.  There is one ready for all who
will use it, That safety-lamp is the Bible.

The Bible is God’s merciful provision for
sinful man’s soul,—the map by which he
must steer his course, if he would obtain
eternal life, All that we need to know
in order to make us peaceful, holy, or
happy, is there richly contained. If a
young man would know how to begin life
well, let him hear what David BAYys —
* Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse
his way ? by taking heed thereto according
to thy word.” (Psal. cxix. 9.)

Young men, I charge you to make a
habit of reading the Bible and not let the
habit be broken. Let not the laughter of
com}wanions,——let not the bad customs of the
family you may live in,—let nono of these
things prevent your doing it. Determine
that you will not only Aave a Bible, but
also make time to read it too. Suffer no
man to persuade you it is only a book for
Sunday-school children and old women.—
It is the book from which King David got
wisdom and understanding. It is the
hook which young Timothy knew from his
childhood. Never be ashamed of reading
it. Do uot « despise the word.” (Prov.
xiii. 13.)

Read it with prayer for the Spirit's
grace, to make you understand it, Bishop
Beveridge says well, “ A man may as soon
read the letter of Scripture without eyes,
as  understand the = Secripture without
grace.”

Read it reverently, as the word of God,
not of man—believing implicitly that what
it approves is right, and what it condemns
iswrong. Bevery sure that every doctrine
which will not stand the test of Scrip-
ture i8 false. This will keep you from
being tossed to and fro, and carried about
by the dangerous opinions of the latter
days. Be very sure that every practice
in your life which is contrary to Scripture,
is sinful, and must be given up. This
wil] settle many a question of congcience,
and cut the knot of many a doubt.

‘| the reality and importance of religio®s
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And read it reqularly. This 1 tb:
ouly way to become ¢ mighty in bl
Seriptures.” A hasty glance at the B]hi"
now and then does little good. At &
rate you will never become familiar W:M
its treasures, or feel the sword Of. of
Spirit fitted to your hand in the Loy
conlict, But get your mind stored .“131
Scripture, by diligent reading, and you!
soon discover its value and power. T ot
will rise up in your hearts in the mo¥ 2@1
of temptation. Commands will Sung
themselves in seasons of doubt. Pl‘Omi f
will come across your thoughts in the i
of discouragement. And thus you 4
experience the truth of David’s Woﬂtl
“Thy word have L hid in my heart, 82
might not sin against Thee” (Psal. “fheg
11); and of Solomon’s words, V' 4
thou goest, it shall lead thee: when §o
sleepest it shall keep thee; and when
awakest it shall talk witn thee.”

vi. 22.) o

I dwell on these things move beci:iﬂ%
this is an age of reading. Of m? o
many books there seems no end, }31‘,’11:,6\
few of them are really profitable. 2
seems a rage for cheap printing and };ﬂd'
lishing. Newspapers of every sort ab0 e
and the tone of some, which have g
widest circulation, tells badly for the e
of theage. Amidst the flood of dﬂnw{B
ous reading, I plead for my M?;rgﬂ'
Book,—I call upon you not to *’%s
the book of the soul. Let nob e
papers, novels, aud romances be reads P
the Prophets and Apostles lie desp swal’
Let not the exciting and liccn'morlﬂi 108
low up your attention, while the ed yo\l‘
and sanctifying can find no place /"
mind.— Ryle. '

A FORMALIST.

N ns {4
Some time ago, writes a Christiad F“n;eatbg
I was called to visit a poor man on } ate?
bed, who had long been in the habit © gulﬁrm'
ing the houso of God with great & gord
and apparently with great attention. led,d{"
him very near his end. Digease had a‘h[eﬂ"
his strength, and emaciated his once
frame. I entered without delay on
object of my visit. i
.‘lHow lon};;, my friend, have you be“’;odf'/
habit of attending the worship of

r
¢ Thirty years, sir.” ¢ And have you ev:n o
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g"lfvlces of which you have attended? With
o 00k which seemed to indicate the feelings
®Spair, he answered in a tone of the ut-
~de:§] earnes(ress, ‘No!” ¢ What! can it in-
With be possible that you have been favoured
i thp devotional services and the holy
Tuctions of (od’s house for thirty years,
0 ever have felt that religion was true or
lifeeSSary?’ *Ah! sir, mine has been a sad
he ’la’-\d one of my greatest sins hag been my
8loct of the service of God. I will give you

4 hlst()ry.._
My futher and mother were free from the
tor T vices of the world, and regularly at-
tion o4 their church. When I was appren-
s far from home, they charged me never
t Cglect 4 place of worship, and I have kept
butpl‘Omise I made them, that I never would:
on g, Dow find that all my outward attendance
300(](: good duties of religion has done me no

~.

[3
How g0?

mor?i! sir, T supposed that T had nothing

ang . ° do than present myself before God,
felt &PP‘»’RI‘ in the act of worship. I never
Go 3 T was o sinner, and that the curse of
to ), [ested npon me; that therefore 1 ought
e flmme myselt before him, and seelc for his
Ifeey rough our Lord Jesus Christ; butnow
Suepy, . 3M going to die, and I am sure that
hea‘,ea religion "as this cannot take me to
Wit 1y conscience does not reproach me
ttlpes_negh‘/cﬁng my duties to my fellow crea-
T forg but, ob! T have sinned against God.
lta'eg:;» What I now feel, that He looks at the
im i tﬁhe heart, and that we cannot worship
‘Byt ;. 12t i3 not engaged. I have no hope!’
Very v.le"e i3 hope in Jesus,” said I, ‘for the
By I?St of sinners.”  “ But, sir, T have in-
fﬁss(gd od by solemn mockery. I have pro-
It; ear his word, but I know nothing of
"ealjtpmfeSSed to pray, but never did so in
for a .C .Y neighbors, I dare say, took me
he%khrlstlan, but the great Searcher of
bay, no'ilows I have been a hypocrite. Sir, I
.. Trypy, ~OPC of happiness after death.’
ey bg the cago wus an awful one, but I felt
b Hip, My duty to direct the sufferer at once
) QOmw © has promised to cast out none
Phatj, .g.t" him; his reply was indeed em-
avlr' I have despised his counsel, and
((;st!’ oy Bone of his reproof. I must be
l“’iat, angt still, ¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus
‘e N poll shalt be saved.’ ‘I;ml:'e
Deg, assage of Scripture,’ said he,
t‘ilongted Scores of times, but ll(): does not now
okl,thi I 1, God will not always be trifled
Het‘min,z aa'i" abused every opportunity of
wy, 388 Jggy V24N for thirty years, and now
Y ging> © M€ to take the consequences of

eng
*8%0red, with the utmost simplicity and
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affection, to place before him the way of sal-
vation, through the Lord Jesus Christ! with
what effect must remain for the disclosure of
the last great day, as certainly little could be
inferred from anything which took place, dur-
ing his short continuance in the present world,
after the conversation the substance of which
I have recorded.

‘When will it be To-Morrow 9’

This question was asked by a very little
girl, so little that her father could mnat
make her understand how it is that to-
morrow is always one day forward, and we
can never overtake it. But the children
who read this paper understand this.—
You know that To-Morrow is all the while
changing to T0-pAY, and To-pAY i3 all the
while slipping away into yEsterDpAY. The
time will never come when you can say,
* Now it is to-morrow.”  Itislike running
upon your shadow thatlies on the ground
before you; it moves on just as fast as you
move, and keeps just so far off. Or it is
like going to the end of the rainbow : as
soon as you are there, you see the
rainbow in another place, as far off
from you as it was before, They used to
tell me «if I would go to the end of
the rainbow I would find a bag of
money.” They knew I could never go to
the end of it. I could never reach the
gate that opened for me To-MoRROW

Just so, you can never overtake To-MOR-
ROW. As soon as you come to it, it wil
be To-pay, and then what is to-day will

be yesterday. Children, the time to do any
thing is not to-morrow, nor yesterday, but
to-day. We can make no use of time ex-
cept “while it is caled to-day.” Think
how fast to-day is slipping by, how soon it
will be gone and you will call it yesterday.
When it has become yesterday, you can
put no more good deeds intoit. Be quick
and put them into to-day. Fillit fall of
them. Fill every to-day with kindneas,
and prayer, and study, and love,and duty,
and then every yesterday will be pleasunt
to look back upon, and then no mateer
how fast the T0-MORROW come,
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THE SURE PILOT.

He sitteth o'er the waterfloods,
And he is strong to save;

He sitteth o'er the waterfloods,
And guides each drifting wave,

Though loud around the vessel's prow
The waves may toss and break,

Yet at his word they sink to rest,
Ason a tranquil lake.

He sitteth o'er the waterfloods
‘When waves of sorrow rise,
And while he holds the hitter cup

He wipes the tearful eyes.

He knows how long the wilful heart
Requires the chastening grief,
And soon ag sorrow’s work is done

"T'is he who sends relief.

e sitteth o’cr the waterfloods
Ag inthe days of old,

When o’er the Saviour's sinless head
The waves and billows rolled.

Yea, all the billows passed o'er him
Our sins—they bore him down;
For us he met the crushing storm—

He met the Almighty frown,

He sitteth o’er the waterfloods;
Then doubt and fear no more,

For he who passed through all the storms
Has reached the heavenly shore.

And every tempest driven bark,
‘With Jesus for its guide,

‘Will soon be moored in harbour calm
In glory to abide.

Songs of the Night.

¥

‘Reclamation of Fallen Women:

It is now about seven months since
public attention was drawn to the move-
mont for the Reclamation of Fallen Wo-
men commenced in the Lycenm Rooms.
"The midnight meetings have long .been
abandoned, simply because the spontaneous
applications made to the lady who origina-
tod and still indefatigably conducts the

.ty in abondoning their career.

seem to feel that their first want is

'
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movement have been more numerous than
it has been possible to meet. The results
up to the close of the year were as follows*
Employed in mills, warehouses, gewing .
ate, 110 sont to service 183 and restored
toparents, 35. Of these 163, only 20, #0
far as it is known, relapsed; and of these
20 several returned in bitter penitence.—
During the month just elapsed, about forty
more have been provided for and upw ards
of 50 new cases taken on hard ; bLut the
applications have been much more numer
ous; and this weck alone 12 application®
from young women, evidently anxious ¥
escape their Jiving death, have been refu
simply from want of funds to meet ther
1t would be observed from the recent meev
ing of the subscribers to the Lock Hospi"
tal, that the directors bear warm testimeny?
to the wonderful work the lady who co
duets this movement has been enabled ¥
carry through in that institution. It still
continues, and through its means 23 WO
men from the higher-class dens of infamy’
hitnerto deemed inacessible, have been 16
cued. Not one of them has fallen back ; 87
several of them by their walkand conver’
sation furnish every outward evidence 0
a change of heart. One of them i8
this moment dying, and dying happ}"’
able to state clearly the ground of th
hope in which she dies. Butfor the Wo%°
ders of grace with which we are now beif
made familiar, the manifestations of
workings of the Spirit by which this mov¢’
ment has been accompanicd would be
amazing as to be hardly credible. AP
this is quite from the evidences of gincer”
All of
girls appeal for help with a distinet unde"”
standing that they are only to be ass’st
toward finding opportunity to B%
tain themselves by their own ind “5"'7

and the intense eagerness with which
embrace the opportunity when offer
occasionally most affecting. But they

thawf“
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Mother.  Some have applied for aid who
AVe been able, by disposing of their jew-
™V, etc., to maintain themselves, and pay
.> Premium necessary to learn dress-ma-
"g. The aid they want is simply that of

;:)Otherly guidance and protection; and
o 1uch the protection s needed may

Judged from the fact that every
mzaﬂs is employed by the Glasgow gentle-

b by wlhom' they were acquainted, to

“'h{}g them again into the slough from

ich they have been reseued.

%zem’ of course, in the great majority of

) % considerable expense has to be incur-

In maintaining the girls till they be fit-
thay Or employment; noris it felt desirable
hag ]they‘ should pass too soon out of the

n‘? of their benefactress; for they are,

2 o 8Lt be expected, almost uniformly in

Nop, te of deepest and most deplorable ig-

the Bee,  During their weeks of pupilage

P ¥ Tegularly attended Bible classes and

"“*sti\ S-meetings, besides being otherwise

Legy cde  Great carc is taken that the

$ of the humble household in which

‘h()y are lodged be God-fearing persons,

whic; System of visitation is kept up by

all.” While the most perfect freedom i

ed., 1t bacomes impossible that any of

Patients—for morally they aro patients
kng.l 88t into danger without its being

Udeq o The visitors by whom the Jady is

atg o, ' tis systom of kindly and affection-

by w‘;lpernsion, are humble working people
thy oW she has been heartily aided since
oy - encement of the werk, and with-

g ., 08¢ aid it wonld have been morally

ll‘(;p]? Yslcally impossible that her philan-

'® ideas should have been realized.
beg,. Ve have said the funds, owing to the
ang W ®mands on them, are exhausted;

'hel‘e ® 8ubmit, to the Christian public that

Ould be moral disgrace and moral

a wol_kl' 0 the arrest from such a cause, of

We o< Which has been signally blessed.—

“Gneeglad to know that partly in con-

3‘“. the 1 of our former allusions to the mat-

N sommg 2Y hias been provided with funds

angy. bmeasure adeqnate to her bygone

] h'av“t nearly the whole of these sup-
'ﬂsingo? been obtained through the ean-

’\’g 8y her personal friends; and we need

© ot 2t this is a resort that soon fails.

Ruysy, Dty therfore, to tho Christian com-

* *iat there is here & call in Provi-
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dence, that should spesk to both heart and
conscience, The money and effort that
have been expended, hitherto, are yielding
compound interest. The bread cast onthe
waters are already relurning, in some in-
stances with tenfold increase. Take an
instance—that of a home in which strong
diink and debauchery were supreme. The
father was a confirmed drunkard; and the
firexide a perpetual scene of squalor, bru-
tality and despair. The grownup daughter
was driven to the streets; this benevolent
lady got hold of her, and enabled her to
take a house for her mother, her little bro-
ther and sister. By lier industry she had
nearly succeeded in providing for them all
single-handed, when the father made his
appearance, found himself in a changed
house, and has himself become a changed
man. So thatnow a virtuous,happy or thri-
ving homestead has been erected out of
matenals that bad become a sink of inipurity
and a gonrce of moral pestilence in our
midst., Thefamily relationship which had
become a curse, dragging the whole Lome-
stead a8 with a cart-rope, into the depths
of misery and crime, is being blessed as a
means of a mutual elevation, encourage-
ment, and strength, Other poor victims
of vice who were mourned over by relati-
ves—deeply blameworthy many of them,
but still aftectionate—as worse than lost
have been restored j received back with
touching kindness, and now know their
life of shame only as a bitter memory which
they must carry with them to their graves.
At present there are about 60 being main-
tained; and asthe factories are for the time
over stocked wiith hands, more difficulty
than usual is experienced in finding em-
ployment. The girls, however, are learn-
ing the use of the sewing-machine. When
we mention that for want of funds girls
are being sent back to their dens of infamy
who would gladly be helped out of the
mire, we feel thatit isimpossible to say any-
thing stronger in the way of appeal to
Chrigtian charity. The question is no
longer whether we shall seek out victims
and persuade them toabandon their career
but whether we shall shutthe door of hopes
agninst those who are mploring help, in
many cases in an agony of anguish, and
who are willing to submit to any test of
their sincerity.— Glasgow Guardian.
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THE GOOD NEWS.
March 1st, 1861

THE GOSPEL . HISTORY.

BY THE REV. W. B. CLARK.

Luke 1. 1-4.

[coNTINUED FROM OUR LAST.]

Thus the Evangelists, Mark and Luke,
though not themselves Apostles, had the
assistance of the most illustrious of the
apostles, in preparing their histories. But
they bad an assistance infinitely better.—
They spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost. By Him they were guided
into all necessary truth, and had every-
thing needful brought to their remem-
brance, and were effectually kept from all
error.  But though they thus enjoyed the
inspiration of the Spirit of God, this did
not supessede their own diligence, in col-
lecting and arranging materials, or the
oxercise of their own faculties, in expres-
sing the ideas which were suggested to
them.

The gospel of Matthew was wr.tten first
in Hebrew, for the use of the Jewish
Christiane, and published at Jerusalem,
probably not more than eight years after
the ascension; the apostles thus in writing,
as well as preaching the gospel, conforming
to our Saviour’s instructions—* Beginning
at Jerusalom.”

It is impossible even to guess at the pre-
cise period, when Mark’'s gospel was
written. We have no reason to doubt,
however, that it made its appearance before
that of Luke, as its place in the canon in-
dicates; and most probably at Alexandria
in Egypt. It is probable enough that
Mark may have read the gospel by
Mattbew; but it is an egregious misthke to
mippose with some, that his gospelis mere-
ly an abridgement of that of Matthows.
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It is obviously an independent history. It
is true, he omits all account of Christ?
miraculous conception, and birth, and ¥
fancy, and commences at once with the
official life, or public ministry of Jesus.—
It is true, that some of the public die
courses of Christ, so fully reported by
Matthew, Mark does not give at leng;t
(simply because there was no occasion)’
but the miracles are often described mO""
graphically by Mark, and sometimes wivt
minuter details than by Matthew; and b
records two miraculous cures, which 8
not to be found at all in Matthew.

Thus in the three first gospels, writte?
by different men, in different places, 8"
at different times, we have three indepe®
dent testimonics to the greatevents recof™
ed in the life of Jesus. Itis true, slight
diversities occur, in the statements given by
the different Evangelists, just as thef
looked at the objects, and events whick
they describe, from different po'nts of vie¥i
but this tends te confirm, rather than ¥
validate, their testimony. If the dCP"s’
tions of three witnewes examined 08 *
jury trial agreed with one another, eve? »
the minutest details; if they
describing a great many obJects p!ec] ”
from the same point of view, a suv}ﬂclo
would naturally be excited in the mid
of the jury, that they were acting in oo
lusion, and that they had agreed befo™®
hand, as to the evideuce which they sb¢
give. But if they agreed substantially’
to all leading pomts, a little variety it : "
details would, in the estimation of Be‘”1
men, confirm their testimony; for
variety would prove that their testi®®
was independent. And just ro, thé
stantial agresment of the three first Ev?
gelists, as to all matters of xmportance’ e”ﬂ'
the slight diversity in matters of d
just proves most satisfactorily the indep®”
dence of their testimony, and ¢O¥
rather than invalidates it.

agr eed

onf
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I have not spoken of the apostle John
A3 8 witness, for this simple reason, that it
#s.an obvious principle in jurisprudence, that
Witnesses should not be permitted to hear
the evidence of each other; and it is well
known that the gospel of John was not
Written for more than thirty years after
that of Luke, so that he must have been
berfectly familiar with the statements of
the other three. John’s gospel indeed is
to be regarded as a supplement to the
Other three; and especially as giving a
fuller insight into the profounder truths of
the gospel schemes. By combining the
#ecounts of the four Evangelists, we have
Dot indeed, a complete account of all that
Clrist, did and said; « for if these should

Written, every one, I suppose,” says the
Apostle John, « that even the world itself
%uld riot contain the books, which should

written;” but we Lave enough to instruet
s fully in the way of salvation, enoughi to
Make the man of God perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.,  “Irenaus,”
83ys Oldhausen, * very appositely calls the
Bospel collection a fourfold gospel, and

escribes it as a picture, portraying the
$ame sublime objects from ditferent aspects.

he relation of the gnspel's to each other, |’

20d 1o the remaining books of the New
®tament, speaks for the correctness of
this opinion. The gospels are supple-
Menta] to each other, in their accounts of
the person of the Redeemer, and in the
orm of their portraiture.  The life of
U8 presented such a fulness of the most
Varieq appearances, and His discourses
Teathed so rich a stream of life upon the
9rcle of His disciples, that single indi-
Viduals were incapable of adequately com-
Prehending the exceeling grandeur of His

aracter. In Him there was revealed
omething that surpassad the power of
Shgle human individuals to apprehend ;
8nd hence there was need of several minds,
Which, a4 mirrors caught the rays that
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proceeded from Him, as from tbe sun of
the world of Spirits, and reflected the same
image in different directions. The four
gospels contain just such entirely different
conceptions of our Lord, in Hisdemeanor
at once divine and human, as must be
blended together in order to form a perfect
delineation of Christ. But for God’s
providential arrangement, therefore, by
which several persons, and those very dif-
ferent, have narrated the life of Jesus,
either His buman and natural, or His di-
vine and superpatural behaviour, would be
presented to us less carefully conceived,
according as we are without the one, or the
other aspect of this grand fourfold pie-
ture.”

It must be obvious to all of you, that
the verses, Luke i. 1-4, form the preface or
introduction to Luke's gospel. From the
first verse, it appears that many had, be-
fore this, attempted to compose histories of
the life of Jesus. The miracles wrought
by Him, and His resurrection from the
dead, must have excited an extraordinary
sensation throughout the land of Judea.—
And this sersation, instead of subsiding,
must kave increased through the very
meuns which were employed to suppress
it. The persccution of the followers of
Jesus only attracted to them more eagerly
the attention of all; their constancy in the
face of dangers and deaths, convinced
multitudes of the truth of their doctrines,
and their dispersion throughout the world,
as they fled from their destroyers, only
diffused their principles more widely. Thus
the winds of persecution scattered the seed
of the word not only throughout Judea, but
all the neighboring countries. A great
moral revolution bad evidently begun, and
was progressing apace. Hence an eager
curiosity in the public mind, to become ao-
quainted with the history of its great
Author. We conceive that it was in part
at least to gratify <his curiosity, that the
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many writers here spoken of, undertook
their labours. We have no reason to be-
lieve that any of them were actuated by
unfriendly motives, but it is sufficiently
plain from Luke’s conduct, if not from his
words, that these histories were unauthor-
ized and unsatisfactory.

It bas appeared to many, that the
second verse is meant to express the man-
ner in which these writers had prosecuted
their enquiries, and written their histories;
—tnat they had written their aceounts,
even as those delivered them unto them,
who, from the beginning, were eye-witnesses
and ministers of the word; I am inclined,
however, to think that the second verse
should be connected only with the last
clause of the first; and that jt respects the
authority ou which the great truths of
Christianity were believed, without any re-
ference to these writers. As if he had
siid—Forasmuch as many haveundertaken
to set forth in order, a declaration of those
things, which are most surely believed
among us, according to the faithful and
well attested reports of those, whieh, from
the beginuning were eye-witnesses and also
ministers of the word. That is, some eye-
witnesses, as Mary and others, Others
again were not only eye-witnesses, but
apostles and ministers of the gospel.

At the commencement of the third
veise, the apostle states his resolution, «It
reemed good to me alko to engage in the
important work of writing a biography of
Christ.”  With great good feeling, he ab-
stains from throwing any positive blame on
the many, who had engaged in this work
before; from which we may infer, that
they were well meaning men, who had
done their best; but having no call to this
work, and not being possessed of the re-
quisite powers, their works weresoon super-
ceded by the authentic, and divinely in-
mired gospels of Matthew, Mark and
T.uke; and then, in a few years, they sank
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into oblivion. But though no blame is
expressly attached 10 these men, in a quiet
way their inadequacy is implied, when
Luke states to his friend Theophilus that
his object in writing the gospel, was that
he might knrow the certainty of those
things in which he had been instructed.

The Evangelist next proceedsto state the
principle on which he had acted, in pre-
paring his work. And first, he had dili-
gently traced up every thing to the very
source, or in other words, he had diligently
investigated every thing from the very first.
Not content with giving simply a life of
Christ, he avails himself of every thing
which could throw light upon it; and so
commences his work most appropriately,
with an account of the remarkable circum-
stance, which preceded the birth of John
the Baptist, the Messiah's forerunner. In
this respect, the gospel of Luke differs
even from the inspired narratives of thae
other Evangelists, It is proper to observe
that the word corresponding to,—* from the
very first,"—may be translated from above,
as if he had said,—having had perfect
understanding of all things from above.—
And so, some supposs that the apostle
here indicates the divine inspiration which
he enjoyed. ¢ He had received his intelli-
gence,” says M. Henry, “not only by tra-
dition, as others had done; but by revela-
tion, confirming that tradition, and securing
him from every error, or mistake, in the
recording of it.” There is no doubt that
this is true, that Luke diligently exerciced
his own faculties, in collecting information
from.those who had been eye-witnesses of
the events which he describes, and that the
Holy Spirit effectuslly preserved him from
all error; but as to whether this account is
contained in the expression which we are
considering, is a matter that may b?
doubted.

He resolved to give a distinet, orderly
account of the events in the life of
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Christ, The word, in our version, trans-
l".ted in order, does not refer to Chronolo-
Rical order. It does not imply that Luke
ntended to relate events strictly in chrono-
logical order, but rather to classify them,

8ud thus give a distinet systematic account
“of them, '

._The individual to whom Luke dedicates
'8 gospel, is the same person as ke, to
Whom he inscribes his history of the Aects
of the Apostles; and, indeed, it is mainly
m the inscription of the two treatises,
at we ascertain the authorship of the
book of Acts. The word Theophilns sig-
Nifies g lover of God, and was a common
ha‘me among the Greeks and Romans—
Istory gives us no information with
™egard to the character or condition of this
Pe‘rSOn. But it is evident from the title ap-
Plied 10 him, Most Excellent, that he was
8 man of rank, probably the governor of
Some city or province. There are ouly
Y0 other individuals, to whom this title
B applied in the New Testament. Felix,
808d Festus, governors of Judea. It seems
¥ have been an offici-] title, altogether ir-
8pective of personal qualities, and em-
Ployed somewhat in the same way, as the
Utle of his Excellency is applied to the
8%¥ernor of this province. Thus we find
oth Claudeus Lynas in his letter, and
ertullus, the advocate in hisspeech, apply
e' same term to the Roman Governor
elix. | say Tertullas employs the same
™; for though in our version of the
®Ord as translated Most Noble, it is the
::lne in the original, as that which is here
8uslated, most excellent. Here then we
nd 5 divinely inspired Evangelist, writing
OF our instruction, employing the ordinary
"Buage of respect to a person of exalted

Tk; from which the obvious Jesson is,

Y Christianity does mot countenance,

u;de“m. or the setting at nought the or-
m’“‘" customs of civilized life. It is plain
erefore, that those, who, from an affecta-

)
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tion of superior sanctity, and regard to
the word of God, refuse to eiiploy the
ordinary terms of respect, in ‘the inter-
course of life, not only act.without due
authority from Scripture. but in opposition
to it.

And now, dearly beloved, I would re-
mark, in conclusion, that the blessing
which we enjoy is unspeakable, in
having in our possession, an account of
the principal events in the life of Jesus, re-
corded for our instruction, and transmitted
to our times with such an amount of evi-
dence, as no events in history can claim.—
Let us testify our appreciation of this
blessing, by a diligent and prayerful peru-
sal of these sacred records, and sure I am
that in proportion as we study them with
increasing diligence and prayerfulness, it
will be, with increasing profit and delight.
Finally, let us testify our gratitude to God
for the unspeakable gift of His dear Son,
by relying more simplv and entirely on
Jesug, than we have ever done, drawing
more and more out of His infinite fulness,
and testifying more and more our love to
Him by the more faithful keeping of his
commandments,

TRUE GAIN.

‘ Religion is a gainful thing;' and this iz a
compelling motive which becomes effectual
upon all.  Gain is the God whom the world
worships. What will not men do, what will
they not suffer for gain? ‘What journeys do
men take by land, what voyages by sea, through
hot and cofd, through fuir and foul, through
storm and shine, through day and night and
all for gain! Now, there is no culling so
gainful as this of religion; it is the most pro-
fitable employment we can take up. ¢ Godli-
ness is profitable uuto all things” Itis @
great revenue. If it be closely followed, it
brings in the greatest income. Iudeed. some
men are religious for the world’s sake; such
shall be sure not to gain; but they who aro
religious for religion’s suke shall be sure not
to lose, if heaven and earth can recompense
them; for ‘godliness hath the promise both
of the life that now is, and of that which is to
come.'—Mcad,
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Sabbath School Lessons,
March 17th, 1861.

TOE OLD WORLD.—GgxEsts vi. 1-13.

The period at which this chapter open:t:
was about 2448, B.C., or 1556, A.M. This
date is ascertained by accepting the recognized
chronology of the world as created, 4004, B.
C., and calculating the ages of the respective
patriarchs from Adam to Noah. The num-
ber of the inhabitants in the old world must
have been considerable at this time.

1. “The sons of God” began to intermarry
with the daughter’s of men, v. 2. “The son's
of God” were the posteri'y of Seth. The
pious are everywhere in the Bible called the
sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty.—
These Scthites were comparatively a pious
race, numbers of their ancestors being con-
spicuous for their devoteduess to the cause of
God. By this time, however, there had been
g sad deterioration among the Sethites, yet the
distinctive appellation more strictly appropri-
ate to their progenitors than to them, wus
still used. The “daughters of men,” are so
called in contra-distinction to the sons and
daughters of God.  They were of the Cainite
instead of the Sethite stock. Were never
transferred trom their counection with a fallen
and depraved ancestry, to a gracious connec-
tion with the Father of Spirits.

The daughters of men were “fair.” This
uality attracted the attention of the sons of
sod.  This possession is often a snare to the

possessor and to others, aud it is often one
which females covet.

"The sons of God took their wives, according
to their hearts desire, and as many of them as
they chose, v. 2. This was very grievous in
God’s sight—Deut. vii. 3—4. These mixed
marriages were the immediate cause of the
destruction of the old world,

2. God was grieved with the conduct of
men. Hisspirit had been striving with them,
on account of their gradual declension. The
mixed marriages provoked him exceedingly,
and he determined that His spirit should not
always strive with man. For he was flesh, v.
3, Psal Ixxix. 39. “Yet his days shall be one
hundred and twenty years,” Commentators
vegard this 120 years as o term of respite,
during which the ark was built and during
which there was room for repentance.

& The giants mentioned in v. 4, are, accord-
ing to eminent critics, “ Men of Violence;”

men who beat down, oppressed, and plundered,

the weak and defenceless. The term has no
particular reference to stature. However, it
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is not at all improbable that the men of the
old world werc both in stature and strength,
superior to those of the present day

5. *God saw that the wickedness of man
wag great on the earth, &c.,” v. 5. This lan-
guage ig intensive, It indicates not only o
marvellous excess, but also a universality of
wickedness.  “The earth was corrupt be-
fore God—all flesh had corvupted his way
upon the earth/'—Gen. vi. 11-12. <If you
picture to yourself everything unclean in taste
and feeling, in conversation and conduct; uni-
versal in extent and enormous in measure, 88
to what is here averred, you will then have be-
fore you minds eye, some image of what i8
denoted by the language here used by the
sacred writer.

The carth was filled with violence, v. 11—
It was the order of the day. No security to
anything valuable or precious—to reputation,
chustity, property, personal, domestic, socisl
or civil rights; or even to life itself.

6. It repented the Lord that.he made man,
&e., v. 6. God is unchangeable, e is also
omniscient, and hence the language cmployed
in this verse ig hard to be understood at first,
in view of these aftributes. The langnage
employed is in conxideration of our weakness,
and when it*is said that God repents, it is
meant that he changes his course of action.—
‘Maukind had not answered the great end for
which they were made; had uot deported
themselves as the Lord had a right to expect,
and he determines that his providential care
and kindness shall not be exercised toward
them as formerly. He will alter his dispen-
sations; will change his course; deal differ-
ently toward them from what he had done,

7. Man’s sin brought ruin upou his com-
fort. The beasts, the creeping things and the
fowls of the air, were destroyed along with
man.

8. Noah alone at the time found grace
Fod'ssight.  He was a just man and perfect in
his generation, and walked with God. It is
all the more a testimony to Noah's character
that he stood singular, and conspicuous in 8
time of super-abounding iniquity.

Learn 1. The evil of ungodly marriages.—
1 Cor. vii. 39. 2 Cor. vi. 14.

2ud. God's long suffering, v. 3, Jude 14.

3d. Though God bears long with sinners,
He will punish sin.

Long suffering of God to the Inhdbi«
tants of the Old World.

" And does the Lord hasten to the execution
of his solemn and tremendous purpose? No-.
The vessel itself which our patriarch was en-
joined to make, could not be builtin a day.—
Not ouly was it to be a vast structure, but
80 many compartments, and contrivances,
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conveniences, and 8o thoroughly constructed
for safety, and with a view to the answering
of the ends in full of its construction, as ne-
cessarily to require no dittle time to complete
it. Even to provide the materials would con-
same a considerable season. But besides
this, God has an attribute of mercy as wellas

of justice; he is long suffering and pitiful as |

well as holy and righteous, * Notwithstanding
the superfinity of naughtiness and the deluge
of sin everywhere prevalent, and constituting
a deep, dark flood—he holds back the deluge
of water; stays the overflowing and angry
flood—and for no less a period than one hun-
dred and twenty years, (Gen. vi. 3.) And
here we ought not to fail to notice the inei-
dental corroboration afforded by this circum-
stance, to the duration, ascribed by the record,
to human life hefore the flood. Dr. Kitto has
called the attention of his readers to this
point in his Biblical Illustrations, vol. 1. p. 138:
“A hundred and twenty years,” says he,
“would have been two long, according to the
present duration of life; for many who were
Bot born when the judgment was first de-
nounced would have died before it was accom-
plished; and so Jong a delay of judgzement
would have weakened the force of the denun-
Clation, und would have allowed most people
%0 view it as a thing not to happen in their
ime, and which therefore they would but
llghtly regard. But one hundred and twonty
years was less than the eighth of the average
uration of antediluvian life; and, in respect
of warning, was not more to that generation
an nine years would be to us. It was
erefore an interval just long enough for ef-
fective warning, without being so long as to
low any man that lived, to deem that he
might neglect that warning without danger.”
~~Olmstead.

March 24th 1861.

THE (IRCUMCISION OF JESUS\—
Luke 11. 21-39.

1' The Circumcision of Jesus. This rite
Of circumeision was enjoined. —GEeN. xvii. 11,
And as God commanded this rite to be done
On the eighth day, therefore, Jesus was circum-
Ciseq, gn occasion of the circumcision the
Bame wag given. v. 21. The name Jesus, which
Sgnifies Saviour, was named by the Angel.—

att. i, 21. Jesus was circumcised beeause

€ was made under the law.—Gal. iv. 4, and
refore, was subject to all the requirements.

' Jesus was brought to the Temple when
Orty days old. Lev. xii. 2-4. He was brought
7 his parents v. 22, in order that they might
cate him to the Lord. v. 22. Because he
the first-horn v 24—Exod. xiii. 13, The
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real reason of this journey to Jerusalem with
hLiin was that he might be redcemed. Numb.
xviii. 15. He was redcemed by the offering
mentioned v 24, This offering enjoined.—
Lev. xii. 2, 6,8, The fact that the parenis
carried out the injunction. TLev. xii. 8, shows
their poverty and the low conditition in which
Christ was. 1t is affocting to think that he
who “ knew 1o sin,” was as carly treated as a
sinner that he was redeemed. (Gul. iv. 5.

3. Simeon appears to have been a resident
in Jerusalem. lie was o just man. i e, in
his transactions with his fellow man.  He was
devoul, i. e., not only did he worship God in
public but also in private. He waited for the
consolation of lsrael. i. e., for the coming of
the Lord Jesus, who would give comfort to
those who looked for him. He was a close
walker with God. One evidently who wres
tled with God in prayer, and especialiy relative
to the coming of Christ. The Holy Spirit
wrought the conviction in him that he should
see Christ before he died.

The Holy spirit brought him into the Tem-
ple at the right time. v 27.  There is always
a harmony between the convictions wrought
in the soul by the Spirit and the dizpositiona
of Providence. The Author of fuith is also
the finishier, Heb, xii. 2. -

4. Anuw appears also to have been a resi-
dent of Jerusalem. She was a prophetess of
great age, and remarkable for piety. v. 37.~—
She came into the temple at that instant.—
Deubtless led by the Holy Ghost.

5. The prophe cy concerning Christ.

1. It was God's Salvation, v. 30. God's
wisdom devised it. God’s love prompted it.
God's power executed it.

2. He was a light to lighten the Gentiles
and the Israelites. To eulighten them as to
God and themselves. To show them a way
to heaven,

3. He was sct for the rise and fall of

many. For a sign that would be spoken
against. v, 34.

A Thought for the time of Trial

Does any one believe that he is a Christian;
and yet is he grieved at trials through which
he is called to pass? Why so? Would ha
be a dwarfed soul in heaven? His God and
Redeemer, by these very trials, is designingto
make him more glorious in that world than
it was possible for him to have been without
them ; and can he think it unkindeess to-
ward him, that he is fitted for so high a

glory.
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THE SILENCE OF JESUS;

OR,
How to Meet False Accusations.

“ But he answered him not to one word.”—
Matth. xxvii. 14. (Old T'ranslation.)

How expressive is silence—¢the silence
of old occan resting after storms;” when
its hoary heaving bosom is lulled to sleep,
its boisterous pealing anthem hushed, and
placid and quiet it spreads before the eye a
striking picture of quiescent omnipotence
and infinite repose. The silence of night,
too, is not Jess potentin its influence; when
the many strings of nature’s harp cease
their vibrations, and the stars looking down
quietly upon us, so soft and subdued in
their lustre, seem to invite us for a time to
throw aside the depressive cerceloths of
mortality, and join with them in sublime
and silent awe to muse His praise who
made them all. And we read also that
there was once “silence in heaven about
the space of half an hour;”—a period
when even the orchestra of glory ceaserd to
yield its notes, and angels' fingers faltered
on the strings of harps which had never
ceased to praise. That silence must have
been felt: it was something new: the sud-
den stop in the garden chorus of heaven's
vast choir, its myriad harps and voices;
how impressive! The angelic tongues all
mute; the holy worshippers filled with ex-
pectation, waiting to learn why they must
suspend their sweet employ: what solemn
mandate from the eternal throne is this?
what does it mean? How heaven’s vast
gilence must have startled them! But not
the silence of the slumbering deep beneath
its myrind waves, the voiceless night, or
heaven’s vast temple, is so affecting or in-
structive as the silence of Him of whom it
is written, « But He answered not a word.”
He bad listened to many, and such words'!
He was pure, but they made Him vile;
He was true, butthey made Him false; He
was God, but they madé Him man. But
He answered not a word! The charges
cannot affect Him perhaps? He stands
impeached for His life: should His accusers
accomplish their purposes, His doom will
be scaﬁed; there are eruel men standing
by, eager to buffet Him; there is a crown
of thorus and & purple robe; a weary
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|journey and a heavy cross; the rugged
nails, and a fearful death! Yet He utters
not a word; perhaps He cannot speak—
bas no skill to plead? None so eloquent
as He. Perhaps He knows not how to

meet the rude falsehoods of hell? He is
the wisdom of God. Then why is He
silent? Does He not feel the indictment?
More than words can express. Does He
perceive His danger? More clearly than
His persecutors. But He sees also what
they dv not—those words of His servans
which they do not understand: “He was
oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He
opened not His mouth: He is brought as
a Jamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before her shearers is dumb, so He opened
not His mouth.”

It is this seals His lips; love has brought
Him here to die; love will not let Him
speak. In vain you taunt Him, cruel
men; in vain you condemn Him, venal
judge!  His love will baffle all your efforts;
you may threaten and reproach, hold up
His name to scorn, and even rob Him of
life; but you will hear no complaint, you
will get no reply. He stands before you
to suffer, for this he is prepared; He has
counted the cost; He has come to plead
through His deeds, but not for Himself;
to give emphasis to His words, though not
in the vindication of His fame, but in the
salvation of His Church. He will speak
for His people, but He has no words for
Himself; He is dumb in His own cause,
though so eloquent in theirs; and that
His words may avail forthem He will give
His own blood. Hence, now, He will not
speak, it is His intention to die. He knows
the charges aré untrue, but He has prepar-
ed no defence. He could defeat His
accusers, but His Church must be saved.

Ah! this is why those lips, so eloquent
to plead the einner’s cause, are silent now;
the tongue of slander cannot make Him
speak, for He will save His Church, and
teach ber how to stand unmoved anid the
strife of tongues. .

“ He uttered not a word”—Can we
forget this? Yes, wecan. Butlet usnot:
and when the fang of envy, anxious to
wound, gives forth perpetually the poison
of misrepresentation; when prejudice, in-
tent to spy defects, pores over each act
and word; when slander makes a target o




our reputation, her datling aim to hold us
up to scorn, then let the silence of those
lips which plead our cause admonish us;
and let us strive to imitate Him, who,
though falsely accused, uttered no angry
. word; let us seek for grace to keep,
subdue, and guide; so shall our decds be
our defence, and form a shield malicious
words shall never pierce. While in the
¢ars of calumny, anxious for our ruin, we
rhall be proclaimed disciples of ILim, “who,
when He was reviled, reviled not again;
when He suffered, He threatened not; Lut
submitted Himseif to Him who julgeth
righteously.”

®Should envious tongues some malice
frame,
To soil and tarnish your good name,
Live it dowu!

Grow not dishearten'd; 'tis the lot
Of all men, whether good or not.
Live it down!

Rail not in answer, hut he calm;
For silence yields a rapid balm:
Live it down!

Go not among you friends and say,
Evil hath fallen on my way:
Live it down]

Far better thus yourself alone

To suffer, than with friends bemoan

The trouble that is all your own:
Live it down!

What though men evil call your guod!
8o Curisr himself, misunderstood,

Wag nail'd unto a cross of wood!
And now shall you, for lesser pain,
Your inmost soul for ever stain,
By rendering evil back again?

Live it down!

Oh1 if you look to be forgiven,
ve your own foes, the bitterest even,
And love to you shall glide from heaven;
And when shull come the poison'd lie,
~ Wift from the bow of calumny,
° you would turn it harmless by,
make the venom'd falsehood lie,
Live it down!”
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Treat Them as Brethren.

Mr. McCheyne, whose memory is so fra-
gant in all the churches, when on his way to
Palestine, met in France, with a Jew, with
whom h: communicated freely respectiny
the object of his journey. It will be rem-
embered by those who are acquainted with
his history, that he wassent by the Free
Church of Scotland to make inuiries res-
pecting the condition of the Jews in the
Kast, with reference to missionary efforts
in their behalf. The Jew above alluded to
said, “ One rule T will give you in dealing
with Jews, treat them as brethren.” .

The rule is one of very wide application.
We should all act in accordance with it.—
We sliould observe it in our intetcourse
with wembers of churches diifering from
our own, Strange as it may seem, there
sectus sonetimes to be a greater distance
between Christians of different denomina-
tions than beiween Christians and those
who muke no p offession of religion.—
When this is the case, some one has failed
to observe the rule Lot tho<e who perceive
break it down by applying the rule. A
Calvanist met a profiessing Christian who
held whatis called Calvanism in abborence,
They were traveiling, and were to spend
the day together. The Calvanist made a
remarlk, which led his companion into the
nature of his religious views. Howas dis
posed to enter into controversy. Rut the
other had no fendness for disputing. “Would
it not be better,” said he, « before we com-
mence  disputing about religion, to see
whether weare proffessors of religion.  This
was assened to, and the facts determined.
“ Now,” said be again, «beforc we dispute
about religion,” would it not be well to sea
whether we have any religion ourselves.
In order to determine that, we must sce
what we think of Christ, and how we feel
towards him,” No objeetion being made,
he led the conversation to topics of de~p per
sounl interst to every converted soul, and so
awakened the love of Christ in the heart of
his brother,that they found it far more inter-
esting to talk about the truths and ohjects
which they agreed in loving, than about
the doctrines in respect to which they difs
fered,
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Let go the Twig.

During the revival in Scotland, a lady
was awakened, and went to a minister and
told him how unhappy she was. He said
he was glad to hear it. She was amazed
and hurt, and told him how she had read
and prayed, and yet could find no peace.
He told her it was not by anything she
could do, but by what Christ had done
long ago, and finished on the cross she
could be saved. Nothing relieved, she
went to a recently converted friend and
said, < What have you done to get peace?
¢Done! said her friend, ¢I have done no-
thing. Itis by what Christ has done I
have peace with God.! In yet greater dis-
tress she went home, shut herself in her
room. resolving not to rise from her knees
until she had peace. Long she remained
80, till worn out, her poor body fell into a
slumber, and she dreamed she was falling
over a frightful precipice, but had canght
a twig by which she hung over the gulf.—
¢ Oh save me,’ she cried; and a voice from
below, which in her dream she knew to be
Christ’s, said, ¢ Let go the twig and I will
save you’ ‘Lord save me,’ again and
again she eried, and again and again the
same voice was returned, ¢ Let go the twig
and I will save you. She must perish,
she thought, if she let go the twig. At
length He said, in tones most solemn and
tender, ¢1 caunot save you, unless you let
wo the twig” She let it go, fell into the
Saviour’s arms, and in the joy of feeling
herself safe, awoke. In her sleep she
had learned the needed lesson. Her own
doings were the twig. She saw she must
let this go, and fall down into the arms of
the Redeemer. 8he did so, and had
peace.

Dear chijd—you are perhaps a little girl
or boy at school, trying to be good in order
to get God to love you and Christ to save
you. «Let go the twig.
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Learn by heart this hymn, and make the
language of it your own :—
‘ Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee,"
Let the water and the bl
From thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;
Cleanse me from its guilt and power. -

¢ Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to thy cross I cling,
Naked, come to thee for dress,
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Guilty, to the fountain fly;
‘Wash me, Saviour, or I die!

‘I am not ready to Die.’

A young mother lay upon her couch,
unconscious of the fact that the last threads
were swiftly passing through the web eof
life, and that its gaudy colorings and rich
scenery were soon to be rolled up and laid
away, and that in a few brief hours it would
be xaid of her part in life’s gay drama, It
is finished. :

I had seen her in health, whken husband
and little ones tenderly encircled her, when
promise of long life and domestic happi-
ness Jent enchantment to every plan, and
vigour to every purpose. I had seen her
preferring the festivities of the ball-room to
quiet home joys, entrusting her children to
the cold carc of hirelings, while her own
attention was engrossed with pleasure and
fashion. I had seen her when the Spirit
was teaching her the vanity of earthly
pleasures, and opening before her darkened
mind the reality and beauty of the heaven-
ly world; when, in bitterness of spirit, she
wept over her life of folly, but could not
give up its fascinations: and when called
still more loudly to reflection and deep sor-
row by the death of a favourite child, she
had resolved to lead a new life, and connect
herself with the Church.

But, alas! her fears were like the sha-
dows that flit along the plain. Her repen-
tance was but the sudden grief of child-
hood, her pious resolutions like footprints
upon the sand.  She fuiled to outstep the
delusive circles of that whirlpool on whoss
merry rounds she had loved to glide. She

hheard not its muffled roaring, sure omen

of evil,

For a brief year I did not meet her.—
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Then how changed the scene! The bell
of a neighboring church was tolling the
funeral knell. I joined in the service. At
ita close, a few in company with the mourn-
ers, were permitted to take a last view of
the departed. There lay the young mo-
ther in the robes of death. Her life had
not changed. Disease had smitten her
violently, and reason slept. During a bri-f
interval of delirilum she earnestly inquired
af her physician:

*Am 1 in danger?

Replying rather in the affirmative, she
exclaimed in terror:

‘0, I am not ready to die! Save me,
f you can! I am not ready to die?

These were her last words. Delirium
returned, giving her mo opportuuity of
seeking that Saviour who had called and

n refused, until his Spitit, had forever
taken its flight. In a half hour’s time, she
broathed her last.

O reader! There is an hour when the
Spirit calls—calls too, for the last time.—

Cou have received his gracious call.  Have
you listened? Have you obeyed? Or
have veu said, “ Go thy way for this time;
there surely will be a more convenient
8cason? Be not surprised if the hearts to
Mourning friends be wrung with anguish
b.y your last words, <O, 1 am not ready to
Ie.

THE PATH OF OBEDIENCE.

Israel of old were not al'owed to have
any plans of their own. Jehovah planned
and arrunged everything for them. He
told them when and where they were to
move and halt. At various ntervals, He
signified His sovereign pleasure to them
by the movement of the cloud above their
beads, « Whether it were two days, or
8 month, or a yearthat the cloud tarried
%pon the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the
f’hildren of Israel abode in their tents, and
Journeyed not; but when it was taken up
they journeyed. At the commandment of
the Lord they rested in their tents, and at

commandment of the Lord they jour-
Deyed,” (Num. ix. 28-23.)
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Such was the happy condition of tho
Lord’s redesmed while passing from Egypt
to Canaan. They never could have their
own way, as regards their movements.—
If an Israelite had refused to move when
the cloud moved, or halt when it halted,
ke would have been left to starve in the wil-
derness. The rock and the manna followed
them while they followed Jehovah ; in other

words food and refreshment were alone to
be found in the path of simple obedience.

Just so it was with Elijah ; he was not
permitted to have a will of his own—he
could not fix the time of his sojourn at
Cherith, nor the time for his removal to
Serephath ; “ The word of the Lord” settled
all for him, and when he obeyed it he
« found sustenance.”

What a lesson for the Christian in all
this! The path of obedience is alone the
path of happiness, If we were more suc-
cessful in doing violence to self, our spirit-
ual condition would be far more vigorous
and healthy than it is. Nothing so min-
isters to health and vigour of soul as un-
deviating obedience; there isstrength gain-
ed by the very effort to obev.

This is true in the case of all, but specially
so as regards those who stand in the capa-
city of ministers of the Lord. Such must
walk inthe obedience if they would beused
in the ministry. How could Elijah have
said, as he afterwards did upon Mount
Carmel, « If the Lord be God, follow Him,”
if his own private path hath exhibited a
wilful and rebellious spirit # Impossible,

The path of the servants must be the
path of obedience, otherwise he ceases to
be a servant. The word servant is an in-
seperable link with obedience, as is work
with workman. ¢"A servant,” as another
bas observed, * must move when the bell
rings,” Would that we wereall more alive
to the sound of our Master's bell, and more
ready to run in the direction in which jt
summons us!

« Speak, Lord, for thy servant hearetR.
Hereis our ﬁro};:er language. Whether
the word of the Lord summons us from
our retirement into the midst of our breth-
ren, or from thence into retirement i
may our language ever be, ‘“speak Lord,
for thy servant heareth.” The word of the
Lord, and the attentive” ear of a servant,



154

are all we need to carry us safely and hap-
pily onward.
Christians! cast on Him your load,
'T'o your tower of refuge fly ;
Know Heis the living God,
Ever to his creatures nigh .
Seck fis ever-open door
In your hours of utmost need ;
All your hearts before Him pour,
He will send you help and speed

But hast thou some darling plan
Cleaving to things of earth?
Leanest thou for aid on man?
Thou wilt find him nothing worth.
Rather trust the Oue aloune, ’
Whose is endless power and love;
And the help He gives Hisown
Thou in very deed shalt prove.
A. 1. Franckg, 1663-172,

THE VALUE OF CHRIST'S BLOOD.

In the conversations of Luther we read,
that on oue occasion, when the monk was
beginning to grope Lis way among the
truths of the gospel and the revelations of
Sciipture to the Ynowledge of Christ as
the only Saviour, Satan appeared in the
depth of the night, and addressed him in
the following terms: « Luther, how dare
you preter:d to be areformer of the chureh ?
Luther, let your memory do its duty—let
your conscicnce do its duty : youhave com-
mitted this situ—you have been guilty of
that sin; you have omitted this duty ; let
i'{our reforin begin in your own hosom.—

ow dare you attempt to be a reformer of
the church?”  Luther, with the self-poss-
ession and magiman’ty by which he was
characterized, (whether it was a dream or a
reality he himself professes not to decide,)
sdd to Satan: « Tuke up the slate that
lies oun the table, and write down all the
sins with whicll you now charge me ; and
if they be any additional, append them too.”
Satan rejoiced at having the opportunity of
accusing, took up a pencil, and wrote 2
long and painful roll of the real or impu-
ted sins of Luther, Luther said, « Have
vou written the whole?” Satan answered

es; and a black and dark catalogue it is;
and sufficiont to deter you from making
any attempt to reform others, till you have
fimt purified ond reformel yourself.” Lu-
thor replied ¢ Tuke up the slate anl write
s [ dictate to you. My sins are many ;
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my transgres<ions in the sight of an infin-
nate holy God are countless as the hairs of
my head; in me there dwelleth no good
thing; but, Satan after the Jast sin you
have recorded write the anuouncement
which I rpeat from IJohni. 7: <« The
blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth
from ALL sin’ ”  Luther in that text had
peace; and Sutan kunowing the source of
that peace, had no advantage againt him.

LITTLE SINS.

‘What is fecbler or lighter than a snow-flake?
Yet you have seen a handful of them pressed
together into a snow-bull.  You have seen
that snow-ball rolled ulong by o few boys,
gathering more snow as it proceeded, till it
beeame =0 large that it could no longer be
moved, and at last it fell to pieces by its own
weight.  This is the history in brict, of littie
sins in many little children.  Kach sin looks
light and little as a snow-flake.  DBut murk
the end!  How swiftly they grow and pather!
«Antd the conclugion of the whole matter is
ruin, destrnction, and death,

One ol'the evils of little sins is, that they
are unticeded.  Here is their chietf dunger.—
‘When a man catches an infections fever, oris
smitten down by cholera or auy other deadly
diseasc, he imnmediately takes to his bed, sends
for a physician, and uses all precautions and
remedics with the grealest care and constancy.
If precautions are taken in time, and if proper
remedics are employed, then he is likely to
recover.  But when a man catches a dight
cold, he gives himsell trouble about it. He
says, ‘1Us only a cold; it will soon get bet-
ter.! Iut the cough continues, and then it
sottles on the lungs; yet still he gives himself
little trouble, and says, <Its only a slight
cough; it will soon get better” But the
cough speedily becomes consumption; the man
wastes away daily, and dies a lingering death,
as I have veen hundreds die, from neglecting o
little matter.  Aund it is thus that little sins
kill o child’s soul.  The cold becomes a cough,
the cough consumption, and the consumption
ends in a coffin. The little sin fastens its
fangs on the heart, conscience, and whole
soul. Then, wheu sin is thus firmly rooted, it
grows and spreads, becomes gieater and
greater, till the boy, if he lives to be a man; is
a hardened sinner, with a conscience seared as
with a hot iron.

A few little sins may destroy the soul just
as effectually as a great sin.  You do uot see
the effect of each of them. 'I'he misery is,
that you only come to know how deadly they
are when it 1s too late. A whole life is some-

times mad: up of little sivs; and wha a life
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that is to live! how terrible is the death that

#uch an one has to die! and what an eternity |

lies before so wretched an ending in this
world! Blow after blow, constantly repeated,
breaks the hardest stone at last. You do not
ce the effect of each blow, yet each blow
added something to the breaking.

I remember baving seen, long ago, a fright
ful accident. There wus a railway train filled
with goods, sheep, cattle, and market produce,
standing at the top of a long-inclined plane.—
The trains, at that place were lowered down
by arope. There were a great many other
trains and carriages, both full and empty,
standing at the top of the incline. The men
were busily engaged, each with his own work-
Bome were adding a few empty carriagesto the
ends of the goods train, before it was let down
the inclined plane. As each carriage was
Pushed slowly up, and joined to the others, it
gave the train a blow. Kach of these blowg)
Produced some effect. At last, as carringe
after carriage was added behind, those in front
began to move slowly, very slowly at first,
down the incline. At each turn of the wheels
they went faster and faster, and soon the mo-
tion became visible to every one. Au outery
aroze. Some ran te the hrukes; others ranto
try and fasten the long rope to the hindermost
carriage,~—hbut all in vain; the boldest were
terrified; the speed increased; and soon, with
8 rumble like thunder and a speed like light-
Bing, the whole train darted down the hill, and
Was gmashed, with all its living freight, into
8plinters and atoms st the bottom.

. This is too frequently the progress of little
8Ing in the child’s heart. I you do not tuke
good heed, you may get fairly started, without

rake or guard, down the inclined plane of
&n; and the end of it is destruction and death,
Bure and certain.  Nothing short of a miracle
Could have stopped that train when it was
once fairly in motion; and nothiug short of a
Wiracle of grace can stop you when once
E““ are fairly advanced in the full career of
Aittle ging,  You are on the way to that end
Row, my dear youny friend. 'The wheels are
Moving, more and yet more rapidly. . Stop;

P wa, while yet there is time. I'rust to
30 Miracle, but seek the Lord while he i near,

O 0o further from him than you are. An-
:‘W‘l‘ when he calls. To-day,
vn.otcalled to-day, hear.hm voice, and harden

your heart,—Plain Paths for Youthful

while yet it

pservant of the devil!

¥nners, by Rev. J. Alexander.
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A PARABLE.

A certain tyrant sent for one of his subjects,
and said to him, ‘ What is youremployment?”
He said, ‘1 am a blacksmith ‘Go home,”
said he ‘and make me a chain of such a
length.) Ile went home; it occupied him
several months, and he had no wages all the
time he was making the chain, only the trouble
and pain of making it.

Then he brought it to the monarch, and ho
said, ‘Go and make it twice as long” He
gave him nothing to do it with, but sent him
away. Aguin he worked on, and made it
twice as long. He brought it up again, and
th(]a‘ monarch gaid ‘Go and make it longer
still.

Kach time he brought it, there was nothing
but the command to make it longer still.—
And when he brought it up at last, the mon-
arch said, ¢ Take it, bind him hand and foot
with it, and cast him into a furnace of fire.'—
These were his wages for making the chajn.

Here is a meditation for you to-night, ye
Your master the devil
is telling you to make a chain. Some of you
have been fifty years welding the links of the
chain; aud he suys, ‘Go and make it longer
still”  Next Sunday morning you will open
that «hor of yours, and put another link on;
next Sunduy you will he drunk, and put ano-
other link on; next Monday you will do &
dishonest action; and so you will keep on
making fresh links to this chain; and when you
have lived twenty more years, the devil will
say, ‘ More links on still’+ And then, at last
it will be, ‘Take him and bind him hand and
foot, and cast him iuto a furnace of fire'—
‘For the wages of sin is death.

There is & subject for your meditation. 1
do not think it will be sweet; but if God
makes it profitable, it willdoyou good. You
must have strong medicines sometimes, when
the disease is bad, God apply it to your
hearts!—Spurgeon.

Skating on Weak Ice.

A 8TORY FOR BOYS.

¢« Mother, exclaimed Willy Temple, as
he ran into her room one morning, where
she was quictly engaged in sewing, rattling
in his hand a pair of bright, new skates—
Mother, can’t I go skating on the pond
to-day? Tom, and Dick, and the other
boys are waiting for me, and we are going
to have a splendid time.’

¢ 'm afraid, Willy, that the iceisn’t strong
enough yet,” answered Mrs, Temple, lock-

ing up.

-
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«Oh! yes it is, mother! said Willy,
eagerly. “The boys were skating on it
yesterday.

¢But you know, my son, the weather
has been very warm for several days, and
the ice cannot be very thick, so I think
you had better wait a little longer before
you take your new skates to the pond.—
Theve will be plenty of cold weather before
long, and tnere will be no danger on the
ice.  You must not go on tke pond to-
day.
¢ But, mother,” pleaded Willy, with dis-
appointed looks, < can’t T go down and see
the boys skate? T'll promise not to go on
the ice, it you will only let me go with
them.’

« Well, Willy, replied Lis mother, ¢‘you
can go if you will promise me that youn
will keep oft the pond, and be back home
before dark.'

¢« Yes, mother, I wil) answered Willy,
a8 he ran joyfully to meet his companions,
leaving his new skates behind him.  They
goon reached the pond, where they found a
great many men and boys gliding to and
fro on its smooth surface, some darting
ewiftly forward, others skating backwards.
and some engaged in gracefullv catting
fizures on the ice, to the delight of the
lookers-on who stood on the bauks. The
ice, however, was quite soft, and so weak
that many were afraid to venture upon it;
in many places there were wide cracks
across its surface, and some portions of it
were overflowed by water.

It was a gay and exciting scene to Willy,
and as he stood on the bank, surveying it
with satisfaction and pleasure, ke forgot for
a time his owndisappointment in not being
permitted to join the skaters: but when he
saw the boys who had accompanied him
buckling on their skates in great glee and
aliding oft in every direction, he began to
think that his mother had been mistaken

about the strength of the ice, and that if

she had really known how strong it was,
she would have given him permission to
skate upon it He was continually urged
by the other boys to come on the pond.—
They offured tolend him their skates, and
sasured him that theice was strong enough.
“and that there was no darger, buc Willy
shook his head and remained on the bank.

How many boys would have yielded to
the temptation! '

THE GOOD NEWS.

Many would have reasomed thusi—
“ Mother thought perhaps there was dan-
ger, but she did not know how strong the
ice 18, and if she was here and could see
how mistaken she is, she would certainly
not object to my enjoying myseif with the
rest.’

Suddenly, in the midst of the general
enjovment, the cry was heard that some
one had broken in! Many, in their alarm,
hastened to the shore, while others ran to
the rescue.  The ice in onespot had proved
too weak. One of the skaters had broken
through into water ten feet deep, and was
now strugeling in the midst of broken
fragments ot jce, and loudly calling tor
help.

It was one of Willy’s companions, who
had ¢one upon the ice against the express
commands of his father. Some were
pressing forward, and vainly endeavoring
to rescue the drowning boy; but the ice
gave way beuneath their weight,  Several
were themselves precipitated firto the water,
and the daneer of remaining on the pond
was apparent.

The jee was breaking up. The pani:
became wniversal. Thestruggling boy was
left, as each one sought to provide for his
own safety.

Poor fellow! he sank at length for the
last time, and his body was not recovered
until the next day.

With a sad heart, Willy, who had wit-
nessed this calamity froin the shore, returp-
ed to his home, thankf{ul that he had been
kept out of danger, and had been able to
resist temptation.  Had he disobeyed his
mother, the fate of his companion might
have been his own.

«Honor thy father and thy mother,’ by
the striztest obedience to their will, and you
will enjoy the reward mot only in this
world, but through eternity.

LENT, NOT GIVEN.

Children, relatives, friends, honours, houses
lands, and endowments, the goods of nature,
and fortune, nay, even of grace itself, are only
lent. It is our misfortune to fancy they are
given. We start, therefore, and are angry
when the loan is called in. We think our-
selves masters when we arve only stewards; and
forget that to each of us will it one day be
said, “ Give an account of thy stewardship; for
thow mayest be no longer stewurd.”—[ Bishop
Hornpe.
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THE TOOTHACHE.

Good and bad thoughts are the seeds of
800d and bad words and deeds: they
Multiply, also, our joys and our sorrows.—

very day has its shine and its shade;
&4 the same remark may be made of all
our joys and all our griefs.  Our pleasures
&% not exempt from inconvenience, nor
:e our pains unaccompanied with advan-

ge. This ought to be borne in mind
Tore constantly than it is.
No! no! 1Itisnot all shadow when we
ave the tooth-ache. Think of the Juxuri-
SOS fecling when the warm handkerchicf,

Vishfully regarded, as it hung airing at

€ fire, comes, at last, to be laid across
yggl‘ cheek, and tied in a becoming bow

e your ear! Think of the liberty you
thioy’ the cessation from all_employment,
O“‘I,GXempuon fmm all cqmpl:unts bu? your

o and the. kind attention you receive.—
vi%?“e requires fl:om _y(m‘thu smallest rer-

o \Ylnle one stirs the fire to make the
a lir(\l\ arm, another runs to fetch a pillow;

0uril toasts .lhe brea.d for your gruel; and

ake 4 asks if anything can be done to

ovep, 00 better?  Then how tenderly

in \v) One in the house spenks to you, and

at asubdued and soft tone of voice

¥ ‘lyr(l)u asked every ten minutes « How are
ow

Say what you will of the tooth-ache, but
o C?!lcomit;mts, these gentle allevia-
dify ;e?:e dear to us all. We soon find the

ai - e 1n our position when we get well
Wayg ’ina}?d we know this, and are not al-
Ny 806, aste to proclaim our eonvalescence,
Bulg; ej‘er 18 it known that our malady has

ravey . than the handkerchief is with-
No on’eand_ we must set to work again.—
U5 an dass‘stﬂ us; no one speiks gently to
i, hﬂl‘dly any one takes notice of us.
it §, e that our 1 is ;
ooth-ache is gone; but
pea,.:dq:a“)’ true that with it have disap-
omy, undred sources of comnfort and

tion

gehe(;t;;uu,s apply this to our afflictions
Mepg " 100king less at our bodily aili-
at atténdmore at the spiritual advantages
::' s ilt;gem. God'sb ]mex:cy can zlnallfe

oupg;, . sndgments a blessing; an
gon;“}i“"ghthe body He can hea}i’ the souly:
Wopye, 't Mlliction, which is but for a
may lay a weight of gloom on
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our minds; lLut yet it may, by theblessing
pf our heavenly Father, “work for us a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of
giory.”—2 Cor. iv. 17.— Ol Humphrey.

Busy Hands and MHoly Hearts,

It is a great fault to suppose that atten-
tion to one duty is an excuse for neglect-
ing another. Pcople who havetheir fami-
lies or their business to attend to are very
apt to say, I am so busy, 1 have no time
to think about religion.” Sure enough,
worldly business does sometimes put good
thoughts out of cur mind; and yet, if we
try sincerely, we may generally find room
to think of something good, without for-
getting our common dumes: indeed, plen-
tv of work is a fine cure for idle and mis-
chievous thoughts.  One evil thought hin-
ders religion more than ten busy thoughts.

A good old writer rays, ¢ The grand
secret to prevent bad thoughts, is to have
plenty of employment; an empty Louse is
everybody's property; all the vagrants in
the country will take up their quarters in
it: always, therefore, have sometling to
do, and then you will have something to
think of.” Besides, there are some things
which we may do well, and quickly,
without giving them all our thoughts. A
weaver in his Joom, a carpenter at his
Leneh, a mother with ber balw in her arms,
or while sewing or kntiting, will often sing
a kong without hindering their work.—
Now the words of thatsong might as well
express some sense as nonsense; and had
much better be those of praise to God,
than of profanity or indeccncy,

I knew a good shepherd who said he
had always learned by heart a verse of the
Bible at hreakfast-tinie, which served him
through the day; and so 1i¢h was the tre-
sure thus laid up in his mind in the course
of a long life, that the neighbours used to
call him a walking Bible. One could
scarcely name o passage of scripture but
he could take it up, and go on with what
followed, and that in such a way as proved
that Le not only recollected the words,
but likewise he relished their sweeiness.—
In like manner, I knew a pious weaver
who uced to have a hymn-book or a Testa-
ment lying open on his loom, which afford-
ed him many a refreshing thought. A
poor shoemaker I have often with plea-
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sure observed hearing his children their
catechism and hymns, while sewing away
at his Jast; and a mother of a family 1
remember, always kept in her pocket some
good little book, which she could look at
a minute or two while she was feeding her
babe, or lulling it to sleep. :

Thes: examples show what may be done
by trying; and, at least, no one should say
he has no time for good thonghts, who can
find time to admit a thonght of vanity and
folly. Even inthe midst of bustle and
Doise, it is not quite impossible to raisc a
secret thought in prayer, Nehemiah.
when handing the cup to the king at the
royal feast, felt his heart full of care and
distress, and said, * So I prayed to God of
Heaven,” We should imitate him. O,
like Zaccheus, we may climb the sycamore
tree, and get a sight of Jesus, Prayer
can find its way to God above the heads of
the crowd: A penitent believing heart is
always in a fit place and frame for
prayer; and beleving prayer is suve to turn
the promises of God into performances.—
"The mind of man is never soready to pray,
but Godis still more ready to give. Melan-
cthon the great reformer, said, « Trouble
and perplexity compel me to pray ; and
riyer drives away perplexity and trou-

le)

Cause of Barrenness.

[God will never give his glory to an-
other, and however his servants may excel
in ability and zeal, unless they recognize
their dependence on bis blessing, and cry
humbly and fervently for the holy spirit to

follow their efforts, and crown them with
success, thiey need expect no good. The
American  Messenger illustrates this as
follows :—]

¢« I don’t see why there are no conver.
slons in our Sabbath-school, said Mr-
Mills to his wife, as they sat with their lit-
tle family around the tea-table one Sab-
bath evening.

sIam sure the school has mever been
more prosperous than since you took
the charge of it,” she repliec; ¢ it hus nearly
doubled its numbers, and you have sgcured
a very capable set of teachers; and have

iven them the example of great punctual-

ity in attendance.

THE GOOD

NEWS.

«Well, I have not been absent from my
post one Sabbath during the year. The
teachers and scholars are faithful and
prompt in their attendance; the lessons aro
well-studied; and to a stranger the school
would appear all that could be wished,—
But I cannot feel that we are realizing the
results of our Jabor, unless we see the dess
children and youth coming to Christ—
Good seed has been sown; but it does not
spring up and bear fruit as I expected.
am puzzied to account for it.

« Papa,’ said little Charlie, who had li
tened only to the last sentence of the con
versation, ¢ hasu’t your seed come up ¥

¢« No, my child.

* Was the seed good, papa?

¢ Yes, Charlie, the very best.’

¢ Way it sowed in the spring when the
ground was tender, papa?

¢ It certainly was, my son.’

Charlie paused a moment, and thougbt
He had a little garden which he called b®.
own. Hisfather had prepared the grounts
and given him a few choe seeds, and 1ok
him how to take care of them. The littlé
boy had followed his father's direction, a5
was now rejoicing in the snecess of his Ju-
bor. Hence his earnest question and b
thoughtful brow. But he was not loné
in solving the puzze to his own satisfi”
tion.

«0, papa,’ at length hesaid, ¢you hat?
not watered enovgh. When I planted my
garden you told me my secd was good, 87
if I sowed it when the ground was tende”
and watered it well, it would come up—
And when we had that dry time last JuP®
you said I must water it every day, an
did. 1t must be, papa, that“you have¥
watered yours enough.’

¢ Charlie is right, gaid his fathen o
whom the artless words of his little boy
had brought a needed reproof; *1 Lt
sown good seed in my garden, it is W5
but I have relied too much upon the Q™™
ity of the sced, and the favorable cirt’“"ll
stances of the planting, and have sadlf
neglected to water it with tears of e ¢
supplication. Even the precious need,
divine truth, though sown in the 5%”
time of life in the tender heart of child
and youth, will not spring up unless “""‘;
ed by the Spirit in answer to fer" *
prayer. Henceforth, God helping ®%
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ill nt labor less, but T will pray more.’
Is there not here a lesson for the parent,
the Sabbath-school teacher, the minister of

€ gospel, and every worker in the vine-
Yard of the Lord ?

A REMARKABLE PROVIDENCE.

othOIne years ago, David Sands, and two

€r members of the Society of Friends,
:sm travelling in the North of England;
co a3 they were passing through a village,

M8l8ting of a few scattered houses, David
; n‘:‘lds told his fellow-travellers, that it was
Pressed upon his mind to remain in that

‘lage to hold a meeting. They directed

lel? coume towards a small house; and re-
ested accommodation.

P }vl’eﬂ_ the people of the house were ap-

: n:“e*l of the design of their guests, they
m“'cf every necessary preparation for the
atfet'"g' At the bour appointed, several
_eh‘-led, and David Sands arose and ad-
l;e‘%_sh“il the company. He informed his
"lianu]ﬂ‘s’ that it was impressed upon his
,',m‘ » that a person among them had the
Tumentg of death about him, and that

,: e person had prepared them for his
" tsbruction,  After thus pointing out

e evsl itself, he then exhorted the person
es1st from hia awful design, and warn-

M of the fatal consequences which

m( most assuredly follow such an at
rl-)t" and coneluded with a suitable ex-

n ton to the company at large, and left
’\heg; under serious impressions. When
obserfe“"g was ended, 4 person who was
andse(' to weep, camo up to D:m.d
Ocke and drew a braceof pistols from his
rxis Ow’ told him he had prepared t.hem for
put 0 dest,uction, and that he intended
night_i“,eud to his existence that same
gy, .00 hearing there would be a
w(,uldg of the Kriends, he thought he
thay ttend; and he also informed him,
w 800n a3 the instruments of death
and :m l.‘t")ned, he was struck wit..h terror,
Muge hl “s3ured that his wicked intention
ter . -'e been made known tothe minis-
de’!ég. 8 Meriful interposition of Provi-
horsiq Vo the happiness to add, that
Proyentey doed of suicide was not only
M i, 5 but the man was convinced
tiay éh“g&%e a member of a Chris-
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WHAT CAN MAKE A HEATHEN
: HAPPY.

A missionary in India, meeting one d:y
with a pative Christian female, one of his
owntlock, asked her how shefelt. « Happy !
happy!” she answered. “ I have Chrst
here,” laying her hand onthe Bengalee
Bible,“ and Christ there,” pointing towards
Leaven. Happy was she indeed, for to

~what ever part of the universe she mightbe

removed, she was sure of having Christ
with her. And how did she first learn of
Christ? By the preaching of the mission-
aries. And so may every heathen man and
woman on the globe be made happy m
Christ the saviour, by the blessing of God
onthe preaching of the missionaries.  'Who
of all the children that read this, would not

like to confer this happiness on the heathen

by helping to send out preachers of the
gospel through all the world.— Dayspring.

© XZ#& In the year 1750, the proportion of
the population of the United States to the
nmembers of the evangelical churches was
thirteen to one. In 1775, before the com-
n.encement of the revolutionary war, when
the entire population wasabout three mil-
lions, oue to sixteen was connected with the
churches. From the commencement of
the war to 1792 the whole country was coi «
vulsed, and the number of professors attho
latter period to the entire population was
one to eighteen. In 1800 the population
was 5,505,940 and by reason of the'growth
of French infidelity and Unitarianism
the same proportion was praserved. About
the year 1809, extensive and powerfnl revi-
vals took place, and multitutles were gathe:-
ed into the Church. This was soon felt,
andin 1825 the population being 10,500,
000, one out of fourteen was a professor of
religion. In 1835, the population being
then about 26,000,000, we haveouo profes-
sor of religion to six and three-eighta—
Within the last five years the accessions
have been so great that the church mem-
bers now number one to five and a half of

the entire population.
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THE GOOD NEWS.

A Semi-monthly periodical, devoted to the
Religious Education of the old and young. —
Published on the 1st and 15th of every month,
at One Dollar a year.

It contains :

1. Original and selected articles, on practi-
cal Religion.

2. Revival intelligence, and accounts of the
various Christian movements for the amelior-
ation of society.

3. A Scripture Lesson for every sabbath in
the year, adapted to assist parents and teachers

4, News of the churches in Canada.

5. A sermon from some living Preacher.

#ar Back numbers can be supplied. &

THE EVANGELIZER,

A religious periodical, unsectarian in char-
acter and devoted exclusively to the advance-
ment of the Kingdom of God in the world, is
published toward the end of every month, at
25 cents per annum, or 50 copies of one issue
for a dollar.

The matter of The KEvangelizer consists of
articles original and selected, and is adapted
to arouse sinners, direct enquirers, and quicken
God’s people.

The Evangelizer is well adapted for circula-
tion in all districts, but especially in those
districts where men are perishing for lack of
knowledge. And its circulation in those
places can be promoted by Ministers, Mission-
aries, Sabbath School Teachers, and Christians
of every class acting as agents,

In order that the Lord’s work may be ad-
vanced, we offer The Kvangelizer for

Gratuitous Circulation.

We are anxious that our paper should cir-
culute among the careless and the infidel, as
well a8 among the religious. Many of theve
we know, will not subscribe for, nor support
a paper such as ours, but we wish it to circu-
lute amongst them, notwithstanding.  And the
way it can be done is this,

Reader, suppose in your locality, school-
section, congregation, village or town, there
are twenty, thirty or fifty families, or more,
which you could conveniently visit once a
montb. If you wish to do them good, send to
us for as many papers as there are families.—
If there be fifty families, we will send fifty
copies each month Frer. Takethem round—
band them kindly to every one of the fifty who
will receive them, no matter by what name
they are named. When you hand them in,
epeak a word for Christ. It will be a good
Qpportunity for you. If you are not abje to
do g0, leave the Lord himself to speak through
o paper. :

THE GOOD NEWS,

In this work all classes of our readers may
engage, but especially would we like to enlis
8 number of females, as we have always found
them able and devoted distributors.

THE GOSPEL MESSAGE.

Is a small periodical we publish monthly,
and is substentially a Gospel tract of four
pages, or two Gospeltracts of two pages each,
or four Gospel tracts of one page each.

It is well adapted for distribution on the
railway cars, steamers, at the dismissal of con-
gregations, on household visitations, and
wherever Gospel tracts can be circuluted.

In order that we may supply these o3
cheaply as possible, the matter of The Mee-
sage will appear first for some time in The
Evangelizer: so that we will be able to send
One Hundred and Forty copies of The (fospel
Message by post to any part in Canada for 5¢
cents.

To those who have the opportunity of scat-
tering, but cannot afford to purchase, as many
as they can circulate, we will be glad to sup-
ply them gratis, as far 23 the Lord enable
us.

For the gratuitous circulation of Evangeliger
and Gospel Messuge,

Donations

Are thankfully received. The scattering of
leaf-lets of truth, is with us a work of fai
and labor of love. 'We spend our time, owf
talent, and our substance; without expecting of
desiring any benefit, but such us the Lord see®
fit to bestow—so that if he should stir up anY
of his people to belp us with their substance
it will be thankfully received and ackno¥-
ledged.
Colporteurs..

‘We have now Kight Colporteurs, who &
vote their time to the distribution of O%
publications, whom we commend to the Chri¥’
tian kindness of those whoin they may vi#
and to the care and keeping of the Greut Hesd
of the Church,

The sphere of usefulness is wide, 'and th8
need of Colporteurs great, so that if any youd#
man of piety and wctivity is disposed
enter o4 the work, in connection with us,
will be kind enough to commuuicate with
direct. "

A Scheme of Sabbath School Lessons 0
every Sabbath in 1861, are supplied by post
ten eents per dozen.

ROBERT KENN EI())YW
Prescott, ;

PUBLISHED BY ROBERT KENNE?f
Prescorr, C.W.,, to whom all comn.uni®®
tions and contributions must be addl"”“
peepaid. .
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