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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

BY the time this issue reaches our readers the General

Assembly will have opened at Winnipeg, and for two
weeks the eyes of the faithful will be turned Westward. As
the highest court of our Church—dealing with a great variety
of subjects touching the activities of the Church, it is natural
that the Assembly should attract attention from all parts of
the country. The meecting has an especial interesi to
Winnipeg for the retiring Moderator, whose sermon we are
able togive to day in our columas, &as at one timeWinnipeg's
most popular preacher. His personality as Moderator has
been felt during his term and no doubt his presence as the
immediate past Moderator will be of great assistance to his
successor whoever he may be.  Professor Gordon's sermon
was a worthy discourse—worthy of the man and of the occa-
sion. The aim of D)r. Gordon is to place an clevated
conception of the Mission of the Church before the brethren
and his thoughtful, free, yet cautiously expressed ideas
will help to draw the mind upwards. His closing passage
descrves to be emphasized.  In it isthe gist of many truths :
‘*the only fitness for witness beanng is the personal
knowledge of Christ, so that ours may be no sccond hand
evideace but that of thosc who testify what they Fuve scen.
The need of the Church and of the world is for men who see
Jesus, men to whom the Holy Spirit testifies of Christ, glori-
fics Christ, shews the things of Christ, so that Christ is for
them the supreme reality of life, their light of all their sce-
ing and the strength of all their service.  We all know what
it is to have dim and distant vicws of 1him, learning abour
Him from others rather than sceing Him for oursclves. May
He keep giving us the nearer, clearer, fuller vision of Himsclf
that shall make us more efficicnt witnesses and more zealous
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workers, and that shall be to us the inspiring pledge of that
perfect vision *o Le enjoyed by His followers when ** they
shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads,
and they shall reign for ever and ever.”

As far as has been discerned the Assembly will be a
peaccful one. No buring questions are in sight and con-
scquently the real life and work of the Church will receive all
the greater attention.  Of course there are difticult questions
to settle, but they appear in the eategory of routine rather
than as special cases. The Foreign Mission estimates,
the deficit in the Aged and Infirm Mimster’s Fund, and
French Evangelization will require careful and generous
consideration, The resoutces of the Church are many and
although it has been thought by not a few leading brethren
that the financial strain of the past year has been rather
heavy, yet the contributing power of the membership kas
not been nearly reached and it is continually growing.

The reports on Church Life and Work and on Young
People’s Societies show that the year has been fruitful in
excellent congregational work and a hopeful view of the
future is warranted.

The election of the Moderator is not likcly to sause any
but the most kindly fecling and the new executive chief of
the Church will receive the loyal support of the brethren.

The hospitalities of Winmpeg will lighten the labors
of the Session and no doubt the western tnp will open the
cyes of many fathers and brethren for the first time, to the
wide and necessitous field, with its great possibilities, that
lies open for our entrance in the great West.

HOME MISSIONS.

In Winnipeg it is but natural, that the cause of
Home Missions should reccive a first place in the
deliberations of the General Assembly. It is practically
the headquarters of one of the most important and
interesting departments of itome effort within the
church. There Kev. in. Rctertson resides, as also
Professor A. B. Ba:rd and Rev. C. W. Gordon, men of
mark inthe Home: field. Dr. Robertson will convey to
the Assembly his experience of British liberality and
interest as manifested in the spleadid reception given
him during his recent extensive tour of Great Britain
and Ireland. That interest speaks volumes. It is not
merely the interest of a common humanity, or the love
of a common Christianity, it is the interest and love
of kinship extended to fellow workers in the one vine-
yard. ‘¢ Our kinsmen across the sea™ are the words
usually made use of in the Presbyteries and Synods of
England, Ircland and Scotland, when Dr. Robertson,
or other ambassadoes from Canada appeal for support
The imperial bond, of silken cords, is lovingly felt by
the churches “‘at home " and no better proof of that
one-ness of empire which exists politically, couid be
desired than the brotherly interest shown by the
British Churches in the rehigious welfare ef the colonies.
No subsidy for national defence, no naval or military
station on our shores, no symbol of royal authority,
speaks so eloquently of the sovereign sway as does the
free-will offering of the people sent to our help by the
hand of the encrgetic Western Superintendent of Mis-
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stons this year and by the hand of such as Dr. Cochrane
and Mr. Gordon 1n past years. The Committee will be
well-advised if such visits are continued and a selection
of representative men made. Not only will a living
interest be maintained in the Presbyterian Church ot
Canada, but 1n Canada stself, for a tour of the country
by such as Dr. itobertson could scarcely fail in impress-
ing the people with the stuff our men are made of and
the energy ol our agencies.

‘Turning to the Home Mission report, an extract
from which will be fouad in anather column, there is
cause for thankfulness. The Committee give a noble
account of its arduous work. e fecl that as long as
the Home Mission work of the church is generously
and joyously supported that the church s alive, and the
report gives every evidence of having done its duty well
last year. We must not suggest a limit to the liber-
ality of the church in any one direction and we believe
that one of the great problems before the church to-day
1s how to bring about a system of giving which will be
proportionate, but when a committee makes ends meet
as the Home Mission Committee ha: done without a
serious retrenchment then rejoicing and congratulations
are apprapriate.

Ihroughout the repurts for the \Western and
IZastern Sections are very interesting and encouraging
remarks, such for instance as the following from the
Eistern.  * In the fields supplied by our missionaries
there are about g 00 families that hold connection with
the Presbyterian Church.  They raise for the support of
Qrdinances about {16,000 a year and contribute to the
Schiemes of the Church with a fair measure of liberality.
QOn the whole they mect very well one of the conditions
on which the church is expected to help then: liberally,
namely, that they help themselves, if not to the full
uxtent of their ability, at least to a degree comparing
favorably with that of the strong congregations

TWO NEW PROFESSORS.

In addition to the general interest still feltin Canada
i the Theological Colleges of Scutland, the appoint-
ments, Just announced, of two new professors, one in
Edinburgh and one in Glasgow, have a special interest
arising from .he fact that the men chosen, Mr. Martin,
and Dr. Denny were spoken of in connection with one
ot the vacancies at Kuox Coilege last year.  Dr,
Denny 1s well-known as an able scholar and thinker,
and an author of no mean note.  Mr. Martin is
scarcely less distinguished. e succeeds to the Chair
ot Apologetics and Pastoral Theology in the new
college, readered vacant by the resygnation of Dr.
Blatkie.  lFor thirteen years he has been a nunister in
Mornngside, Edinburgh.  His father was Dr. Hugh
Marstin the theologian.  Dr. Ross Taylor who pro-
posed has election gave hua this high testimony :
** Besides having the qualities which had made him a
most successtul minister, Mr. Martin had, he said, the
rater gifts and endowments which qualified a man to
train the future ministers of the church. His incisive
intellect, his well balanced judgment, his grasp of all
the great problemis of the day, his lgh moral tone, his
devout spitit, and withal, that subtle magnetic influence
over younger nun ‘s which belonged only to a chosen
lew ; all these things painted to Me. Martin as a man
who ought to be entrusted with the work of preparing
their future ministers. 1t had been stated that they
had 0o guarantee as to svhat bis views might be,  In
wvase thete sheudd be any sulk feeling, he said that
duning the thirteen years Mr. Martin had labored in
L linburgh there bad not been the smallest breath of
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suspicion as to his absolute orthodoxy as to the great
vital truths of our great Creed. ‘There was not the
shadow of a doubt in regard to the position Mr. Martin
occupied in his staunch belief in our great Calvinistic
Creed.” Dr. Denny's appointment is to Glasgow Free
Church College to the chair of Systematic Theology
vacated by the death of the late Professor Candlish.
It is felt in Scotland that these appointments will add
greatly to the teaching strength and prestige of the
Free Church. Dr. Blaikie's age and infirmities had
been a hindrance to the activity and energy which Mr.
Martin will bring to the College. He will also bring a
scholarship in keeping with that of Davidson, the
eminent Hebraist Dr. Denny is probably not a better
theologian than Professor Candlish was—that would be
dillicuit indeed, but he possesses many class-room
yualities his predecessor lacked, and his work will
circulate in a wider world than the class-room. With-
out hesitation the sister church may be most heartily
congratulated on the choice she has made in her new
men,

PROGRESS OF TEMPERANCE,

The portion of the report on Church Life and Work,
dealing with temperance will be read with considerable
satisfaction. Decided progress is reported ** both as to
habits of sobriety, and a sentiment in favor of fegal
prohibition.” The ravages of drink are not overlooked
and one Jresbytery presents a lurid arraignment. Its
black-list of evils resulting from intemperance includes
the following : “ Drunkenness, profanity, vice, poverty,
squalor, misery, spiritual indifference, irreligion,
domestic woe, the wreck of promising lives, ignorance,
taxation of industrious people, loss of moral principle,
crime, searing of conscience, paralysis of trade,
destruction of manhood, Sabbath breaking, loss of
time, money and character, ruimng young men, unpaid
bills, gambling, fighting, suicide, death.”

These evils prevail more or less everywhere, yet it
is gratifying tc read in the report, that notwithstanding
these manitestations of vice, the committee finds ** that
the tendency 1s decidedly upward and that the long
process of education, and especially the power of
Christian truth are beginning to exert a beneficent
influence.”

With respect to the plebiscite the committee urges
upon the people * not to unduly postpone preparations,
and not to esteem too lightly the foe we have to face.
There is danger of expecting an casy victory in the
coming contest, arising from past plebiscite majorities.
But the awful energy and unscrupulous character of the
hquor traflic will be brought out on this occasion as
never before. Let this be matched by the sublimest
effort the Church and all good people have ever made
to overthrow this great evil.” We commend these
suggestions to our readers fur should the conditions
hinted at in Parliament surround the plebiscite ballot,
undoubtedly the fight wilt be uphill.

It has been argued that prohibition will decimate
the revenues of the Government and bring about direct
taxation and this contention 1s fairly and fully met by
the prohibitionists when they say that crime would be
teduced with its contingent expense ; further, that the
material welfare of the community would more than
make up the difference between the present revenue
and the amount when reduced by the loss of the liquor
dutics. .\ contemporary recently gave most valuable
figures bearing directly on the question, as follows :
*For ten years, up to 1530, Cambridge was under
license, half of the time under gencral law and half ot
the uime under local option. Here is a chance to com-
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pare ten years of license with ten ycars of nolicens .
Let us see what the figures are. From 1870 to 1880
the valuation of Cambridge dropped from 62,000,000 in
round numbers to S3g,000,000. In the next ten years
it rose to $83,000,000. lHere s a loss of »3,000,0u0 in
the license decade, and a gain of 324,000,000 in the
no-license decade. If this fact stood alone it would be
very significant ; but i1t does not stand alone, Inthe
ten license years the average annual gain in population
was 1,182 ; in the ten no-license years it has been 2,195.
In the first decade there were 151 new houses built
annually ; the average the second decade has been 332.
The city gets annually in taxes on the increased valua-
tion of the city under no-license three or four times as
much as it would get from license fees, if it called the
saloon back.” —1llere are further results as to saving
bank deposits: ** During the ten years of license the
Cambridge savings bank made a net gain of §155,333
cach year in deposits. During the ten no-license years
the annual net gain has been $306,654. Thnis gain, as
an analysis of the returns shows, has been chiefly in
small deposits of fifty dollars or less. In East
Cambridge, the principal manufacturing section of the
city, the deposits last year were four times as large as
n the last year of license.”

These facts ought to prove useful in the coming
discussions on this question.

THE FOREIGN FIELD.

We expect a rousing evening on Foreign Mission matters
at Winnipeg. The Church is ever interested in her great
evangilizing work in the Foreign Field. ‘This year there
are special reasons for unusual interest and for fervent
rejoicing.  The appeal sent out by the Committee met with
a noble response and the General Assembly will doubtless
fecl the influence of that self-sacrificing, Christian spint
which prompted the contributions forthe work. .\ venerable
father, speaking to the New South Waies church tlis spring,
made the remarkable statement that in a pastorate of forty
four years during which he had to make innumecrable per-
sonal appeals for funds for the Schemes of the Chureh he
had only been refused four times  He stated that he was
careful as to time, place, and persons in making his canvass,
and his success justified him in concluding that as a rule
the Church people were reasonable and liberal. The
Forcign Mission Committee has found the Church to be
reasonable and liberal and will find it so1n the future. Qur
advice is : “Don’t curtail espenses.  Reach the people and
they will stand by you in every reasonable way.” The
teports from the various wmission fields are encouraging.
‘The church owes much, very much, to her devoted labourers
in the ficld whose remuneration in worldly goods is so scant
and whose reward must be from on high. And when the
thoughtful reader of the reports peruses the tabulated state-
ments he will find between the lines how important is the
work of the Committee and how laborious the dutics of the

Blography of Rov. V¢ welcome the handsomely gotten
D.J. MacDonnell. yp volume containing the * Life and
Waork of Rev. D. J. MacDonnell,” written by his sister,
Mrs. Robert Campbell, of Montreal, and edited by Rev.
Prof McCurdy. There is every reason to believe that
it will prove acceptable to the thousands who knew and
loved the late lamented pastor of St. Andrews. An
appropriate review will appear later,

An Organtaing < proposal which is recciving con-

Church Agont.  siderable support in the Presbyterian
Church of New South Wales is the appointment of an
Organizing Agent a minister without a charge—who

1083

shall be free to go from place to place, cheering the
solitary minister and his flock, advocating the various
schemes (llome and Foreign), advising individual con-
gregations and Presbyteries as to the strengthening of
old and the originating of new movements, and report-
ing all to the General Assembly. Ilowever sealous
individual ministers and Presbyteries may be, no
individual or body of men has the time to devote to this
great word, Each mimster in harness it is held has
more than enougb to do in his own sphere, and congre-
gations resent the absence of their minister on public
work."”

Thoughtless Romarks 13oth Mr. Moody and John McNeill

by Evangoliats, have drawn rebukes frum the re-
ligious press for thewr adverse cnticism ot the **ministers
and churches.”  T'he New York Observer 1s quite severe.
Among other things it says. The foremost evangelist of
the day has grneved many a devoted Christan by lus
sweeping and bitter words about the churches and the min-
1sters, and complamnts have been made to him, and, we
believe, graciously received. May other evangelists soon
learn wisdom. Apn cvangelist who comes to tis country at
the call of members of Christian churches, and whose
cxpenacs and somcthing more are met by members of
Chustian churches, should be chary about dubbing our
churches so many fashionable clubs.  Such a reflection
15 10l umed, if not dl mannered ; nor 15 the charge as
true as it may scem to him.  We can overlook the
cheap wit of some evangelistic sermons as onc may
disregard the chaff if perchance wheat be found with it,
but not the needless arraignment of Christian church mem-
bers who pay for all the evangehistic work that is ever done.
No soul was cver saved, and no Christian professor was
ever induced to scek a ligher ind nicher Christian life, by
diatribes against the churches.

Sustafnfng the Our manner of life after commumon

Spiritaal Lifo. j5 at least of equal importance with
that immediately before communion. The act of com-
municating lasts for a few minutes only ; but if we are
true Christians the spirit of commumon will remain
with us afterwards and help us along the dusty path of
daily duty. But we all find it very bard to keep up the
warmth of our communion love and thankf{ulness in the
cold surroundings of daily life. Too often after a short
interval the warmth has gone, and we are reduced to
the old low level. Thought and time are necessary to
the maintenance of our spirituality at normal strength.
‘The near, the seen and the material must not fill the
whole horizon. To foster our spiritual life, the private
means of grace are indispensable. The public mceans of
grace ate good, but they are not enough. They are
available too seldom. Our spiritual life must be sus-
tained every day. Through want of this daily contact
with God, our religion becomes weak and is easily
overcome. Itis, theretore, the bounden duty of every
professing Christian to so order his or her duties as to
atlow of this rencwing of strength by waiting on God.
Whatever has to be left aside, this must not. We
never think of neglecting the taking of food for even
one day. We suit ourselves to the needs of the body,
and secure that they are met. Like consideration must
be show for the life of God in the soul. — L,

The movement for the Sabbath rest is growing in
contiental Europe. In Fraace it engages attention in
the public journals, and some of the more radical organs
do not hesitate to advocate it. An increasingly large
proportion of the stores are closed on the Sabbath.
Within the past year the Prussian goverment has taken
steps to relive 30,000 railroad employes in the freight
department from all Sabbath work. In Austria the
government is moving in the same direction;in a railway
system of over 40,000 miles ordinary freight is neither
received nor delivered on the Sabbath,  In Switzerland
freight trains on that day are forbidden. In Italy the
government 1s in sympathy with the movement. The
Minister of Posts has issued an order to close the post-
offices on the Sabbath.



1084
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Opening of the Supreme Church Court at Win.
nipeg -Full Report of the Moderator's
Sermon - Synopsis of Some of
the Reports of Standing
Committees,

Wissirga, Juse 8rui, 1897,

Tho evont a0 long loaked forward to in Winnipeg with enthuatastle
fnterest, bhan now materintized, and the city s happy with the preseice
of many of the Commissioners redy for the scderunts of the General
Asscinbly,

St Andeew s Charch, the glaer of mec ing, hiohids a pusition of great
tnflar iee anong the diseches of the oy, o 11 when the northery
part of the cliy was g up seeviees were opene  in the Court house,
Main 8t. Winnlpeg. nud from this beglnning Sic Andrew’s congregntion
wan forined.  The firat church ocenpled o bosition on logan streel, und
wan known ns sefkirh fhal. The prosent chintod on Kicoan ascin, way
recently erected nnd 19 a commondlaas as well as a handsome building,
welt cquipped and will atford suitables necommodation for the business
of the Awsembiv, 5t has o memb er<tup of 71 nad s nindatered to by
Rev Jon Hoge, o portrait of whoin s here given,

L] - Ty

The Presby.
teran Chureh
has 0 wtrong
hotdon Winni.
e il vicin
ne and some
of the grandesy
e s in thy
Church  hase
Leen reared
about . Dr,
Bryces anter
esung articles
recently givey
to the world
dirclose mtich
of  the nobie
prvnee s wWath
accotplished
by these men,
Unermonuinnens
to ther Jnbors
taiKnoxchany
which has ro.
cently come
pleted fn 2t
numversaey,
hstortc Ial.
donnn church,
by run by Rev,
John  Rinek,
the apestle of
Red Raver.and
opened in 1&XR was the miother of Knox church, Winnipeg,  In the .
utces of the Kildonan Session, on the Gih of Novainber, 182 occurs the
entry . o It was acread that forenightly supply should bo given at Forg
Gnrry.” Ocenstonnl Presbyterian services began to be heid from that
Ume in the Court Honse, which stood 10 the west of Fort warry on the
opon pialn.  The possibitity of n conglderable wnmigration frotm the
castern provinees sed o 1ho desite fur o fegud of e of worchog, and
steps wore taken to nccomphish this in the yoear INS The Rev. John
Binck appeated to his fricnds in the coat toassist.  Hplp to the eatent of
$100 was obtatned for this purpose, and the hullding went on only to by
interrupted by the troudlous tmes of the ftiel robeiton of 18V 36, The
bullding was a stiab wonden o rection and was 3010 foct an size, 10 159
the accnnd budiding was erecte d on the old smate and wias eapnble of seat
Ing Y00 p- aple  Th o+ buildiag at present in us wieopeied on the 15th of
Aagust, 1884, The coat of the butlding and site was about 60,00

Oither churches of briefer, but 1ot leas meritorious tustory are
Augustine Chureh, 8t talea, Posnt Douglas ¢ hurch, Weanuaster and
S, Stephenn, ARRTCRwGOE Wwore than fwenty fve hundrod cutmmung.
cants

1iricf notes about them will be of excepticnal interest at the present
time,

Avalanyk Cut e - The necussdty of giving religlous service tothe
public on e souih sido of 1he Asadbetne Rovet, an Fort Ruage, soun
tegan we v feliy and anotlie ok from Koo x Church went off, with
the good-will of Kuen Churels  The congregation was formed in Fort
Rouge with the name Augustiae Chureli. 1t innbeen gaadually fncrens
g by the builaing utof thissubutban residenssl district,

ST, GRS The Int nonih part of the Gy aiso fot theneed of aervices
more conventcnt for Jinse Bviog 10 that seationddisteal. Accanlingiy .
through tho axvin y of students mtssfonartes and oMivrs a congrogation
was tormed. and a commodlous brick churel was bwmli. ‘This Chureh
haa anitd many disadvant ke, grown cotisiacrabay, and woll serves a
lovality inereasng in tmpartance.

POINT It 6has it it it - The mosg casicdsy part of ihic 03 ses en
Pt Liouglian, a pe hihsala surronnded by the Red Raver, o callod foum
lond Selkirk's family name It i3 a rerion of mills and warchonscs,
ere. the mare distant mcmbers of 22, Ancrew’s Church felt it Jesitable
to have A new cruse o-tablishicd.  Acconhngiy by a Sabbath achool at
first, and then U o tission, This REew CONRICRATINN RTCW (110 ht'sre. |t
LA A QeI A0L eI 10 W IO evaaR o b bbb ahood of RikgRias
atrect, but even in the village atiaing on the castern wde of the Red
1Uiver, near lonise brdge. This Church 1y known as Potnt Douclas
Church,

REv. Jor Ho6o, WINNIFKG.
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WesiamINsTEIL The next of the congregations Lo ar ac was Woest,
minster. Phiw fmagtunted 3o the conrral part of the city, on Notre Datie
streot, an L wnaan oflshoot of 8t Andrews, Soon after ity organization
it crected the progent church building, Which wdl serves the purpose
steaondeds The Comgioga vt though ot very Inege is Phoral and fndus.
trionae,

SLORTPRPUENR. Forsatne Ume n Sabbath achool had teen held in the
weatern part of the city by o lady of Kuax Chuaecl. Then o prayoer
meeting was establi=hed, 18y degiecs tnters ¢ fnereased, when at length
nbuwilding was erected on Portuge avenug to which the namu St
Stephan’s was given,

THE MODERATOR'S SERMON.
Jess A 21, “Sir, wo would see Josus.”

Seeing is h.loving, for if wo seo an object wo feol eure that it
exiete, Bat in ypinitual thinge believing 18 eeeing, for faith is the
eyesight of tho soul, the inner vision by whioh we behold things
unscen and eternal. ** Except a man be born from above he cannot
sco tho kingdom of God ;™ but ho who is Lliua new born can see the
kingdom. The characteristic attitude of the beliover is “ looking
unto Jesus ' ; he lives ar **seeiny Him who s invietble,” and his
confident hope is that hoe shall yot ** see Ilim ag Ho is.”

Fven when Christ was on carth it was only by the eye of faith
that men could recognize His glory, Others could see Him only as
the carpenter, the son of Mary, sud thought they saw all that was
to be seen 1n Him as plamnly and completely as in His brothers and
sisters ; but the disciples had the clearer, more penctrating insight
of faith.  In this lowly companion of their daily hife thoy discerned
the f.ord and Lover of their souls ; and this vision of the Master
became tho training of the disciples. Life meant for them, as for
all His followers and for His Church throvgh all uges, the ever
increasiug, ever gratified desire to svo Jesus.

THESE GREEKS RRPREKSENTED TUR WEST,

Those Greeks who came aeking to sec Jesus expressed the wish
of tnany hearts, the oonscions or uoconscious longing, indeed, of
every heart ; and a3 the Magi who came to thecradle of Chriss
represcnted the 14st in their adoration of Uim, so those Greeks
repressnted tho West, As yet that ancient 1iast has made little
reaponse to Christ, but the West has for canturies worshipped
Him. Ho has quickened and guided its progress; H{e bas oreated
itecivilizition and liberties. Grerk thought aud Roman power came
noder His sway, and all the great Western world, that felt and
8till fcels their intluence, has found its lofsicat inepiration in the
vision of Chriet, It is not strange, then, that our Lord should
regard those Greeks a3 the tirat fruiss of ap immeasarable harveat,
or thut He should connect their vioit with His own approaching
glory, a8 He raid when He heard of them, ** Tho hour is come thas
the Soa of man shounld be glorified.’’ Their firat wish may have
been werely to become acquainted with Him of Whom so many
wereo speakiny, little more than the wish of Ziccheus when he
climbed up the cycamore tree; and yes we muy credit them with
spiriton] yearoings that conld be satitfied only by Christ, for mere
sight-seeing curioeity on their part could bardly have moved Him
as He was moved by their rcquest. Certainly, their desire
expresses the longing of all earness soule ; and (Christ’s message to
men wae just the answer to that request, the fulfilment of that
desirc, as He revealed and interpreted Himsell to them. The
vicion of Christ—1ihe desire for it on man’s part and the disclosure
of it on the patt of Chriat—is thus brought befere us in this inci-
dent, and on this 1 ventare to make some reflections that may, I
trust, be not unsuited to onr prosent eervice.

SEEING JESCS THE SPECIAL TRAINING OF THE DISCITLES.

This request and ita folfilment, we may observe, was the
essential training of Christ's ditciples The supreme desiro of
their bearts was 30 sce Jeans, to seo Ilim in the fulbess of His
natare, to pierce beneath that ounter surface which lay open to
every oye, and, by the 1asight of the spirit, to look apon His inner
life, to get {ree from all fulse and contracted viewsooncerning Him,
and to attain the olear, correct and petfect vision of Him. Aud
Christ’s desire wase to ditcloso Himso!f to them as completely as
they were able to sce and understand Him, for Ho is always
avcestiblo to every one that secks Him, more anxious tban ever
His moat devoted followers that 1hey shonld ese Him as He ia.

At firss their vision of Jesus was sadly blarred, their views
faulty, inaccarate and unworthy. Like the two on the way to
Emmanus, their eyes were bolden go thas they conld not see Him
oloarly, and they were slow of heart to belisve., They had so much
to unlearn, 80 many misconceptions to correcs on almost every sab-
ject aboot which le spoke to them, that their training by onr
Lord muet bave been a series of surpriees to thew, and most eor.
prieiog of all was tho place that tho Master made for Himeelf 1n
tho world of their thoukhts and loves, and activities and hopes.
He becamo their tess of truth and duty. Their conception of God
and of man, of the life that now is and of that which is 10 come
was chapged and ehaped by their kvowledge o! Him, 80 that the
ttue vision of Chriet must be for them the koy to all worlds. They
stumbled often as they followed on to know tho Lord, bus it was
always a atombling forward, up tho great altar stairs that elo
towards God. Tho redeeming foature and most hopeful sign, amid
all ﬂ;:ir mistakes, was their carnest longing for the perfecs vision
of Christ.

THEIN IMPERYECT COXCEPTIONS OF WIN.

It was most natural, indeed, that their early conception of
Chniet shonld be narrow and very imperfect. It could not have
been otherwiee, for, oven apars f:om other inflaeaces, the very fact
thas they sbared $bo esmo jonroeys with Him, seeing 1lim bunger
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and thirst, eat, sleop and grow weary like themaelves, muat have
made it well nigh impossiblo for then: tc recognizs in this lowly

Rev. Daxtgn M. Gonrpbox, D.D., Harsran,
companion the eternoul Son of Ged. They constantly required to
enlarge their cocception of Him, as He went on disclosing and in.
terpreting Himeelf to thern. It is told of Michel Avogelo thas his
oriticism on one of Rapbael's early paiotings was tho one word
¢ Amplius "—DBroader~-the young artist must take broader views

it he would be true to his sobject. So the disciples were con-
strained to be always widening their horizon in the effort to form
a true conception of Christ.

As we read she Gospel and try to picture the impreesicns that
would be made o¢n them by the worde of Jesus, we eeo that,
through all tbe tcaching, the most important and controling ele-
ment was their increasing knowledge of their Tcacher. Not that
we can clearly trace the steps by which they attained their larger
views of Christ. These wider concepticns did net come in regular
order like rippling circles as they breaden from the centre; true
education never does proceed in that fashicn; they came, rather,
amid their interconrse with Chriet, like glimpees caught from
some mount of vision, as Moees frcm the top of Piegah might
learn more about Canasn in an hour than Israel upon the level
counld learn in yeais. o can ece the deepening impression made
upon them by 1lis character, by the charm of His purity, by His
beauty of helinees, by His eympathy and tendernese, by Hia abso-
lute frecdom from sin and stsio. They cannot account for Him
a¢ for other men, cannot classify Ilim with others, cannot enclote
Him within the limits of their own hife. He 18 very near to each
of them and yes immeasurably beyond tkem, €o that po horizon of
excellence within their range scems broad erough to include Him.

1S TEACHING ABOUT TUK SCRIFURES.

This conception brearoe clearcr and more controlling as they
lietened to His words. lie spoko, for instance, about their ancient
Scriptores and roligion, confirming this par$, changing that, and
oasting fresh light on ali. [le ehowed them the meaning and
value of their Law : He took up and applied the testimony of their
prophots ; and, a8 they histened, thcy looked on their nation's life
and literature as bearing witress of Ilum, fisding in Him thair
explanation and fulfilment. In harmooy with this, Paal con.
sidered it to bo the special honor cf his nation, the reaten of their
clection of God, of their place in bistory, of their possession of the
fathers and the promises and the law, that they might preparo the
way for Christ. But can =0 not eeo what & broadeniog of the dis-
ciples’ conception of Jusus was iraplied in all this, when leo whom
they locked on face to faco was thus recognized as thoe One to
whom their nation atd their Seriptuzes had through centurics
been moving as their final goal and explanation?

He olaimed, and they ackuowledged Hie <laim, to to the
Measiab ; bat yet, whan they tried to get cloar ideas of this cflice,
they were confased by tho picture they had already formed of the
Messiab promieed by she prophots ; and wo, instead of interpreting
Jeens by their cocceptions of what the Messiah ehould be, they
chaoged theis picture to make is barmobnizo with Iim; they
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altored thoir viowa of the Nessiauio oflico in the new light oast
upon it by their knowlodgo of tho Messiah.

tlo spoko much about tho kingdom of (Glod: and thoy had 8o
many faleo viows of it to correot, and so many faiso hopes of it to
abiudon, that thoy woero rlow to learn the meaning of Ilie worde.
Iadeed, it wae not aatd after Ilo had lelt them aad had beon
exalted as a I’cince and a Saviour, that, in tho lighs thus thrown
biok upon Hie lifo, they woro ablo to understand Ilis toaoching.
‘Thoy gaived oorrect views of tho kingdom only as they camo o
corroos ideas about tho King.

TUE VALUE OF MIS WONDERYUL WORKS,

Thoy saw llim do many wondoerful worke, but the crowning
value of thoso works was, as Johin saya of tho first miraclo at Cans,
that in them Christ * manifested forth Ilis glory.” Hie works
wore more than the mere rolief of mteury that was pressing &t tho
timo; they revealed n source of help that would bo opoen for all
time. Jesun was disclosing Himsolf in them us the Liord of life,
conqueriog all forms of sickness, casting out powers of evil, break
ing tho bands of death, ns Lord of nature, too, reclaiming the
physioal world to spiritual cads, giving s pledge and forotoken of
the now earth wherain dwolleth righteousnes, They looked and
listened a8 1o forgave the sins of tho penitens, as Ile brought the
burdened scul ous into the liberty of tho sone of God, and as He
laid His power upon tho hoart nud conacionco, oroating new idess
of lifs and giving the poseibility, the hopo and the usurance of
thoir attainmont. 1t was u 8°gnal proof of Chriat's authority when
He cleansed the tomple from defiling tcaflio, it was a fullor dis.
closure of his powor and goodness when 1le cloaneed tho temple of
the body from all maoner of s.ckne.- and wislded control in tho
greas temple of the materisl world ; but Je manifested forth His
glory still more clearly when e sct up His throne in the heart and
coascience where God alone should bo supreme. To vindicate His
claims over the most eacred uffzotions, to constrain the sonl’s
loving devotion 8o that all its onerxies would wheel into line for
His gervice, to convince men that Ho is Lord of the copscience,
and that thoy could not be wrong in obeying Him, this far eur-
passed tho miracles wrought in the matertial world as manifesta-
tions of His Glory.

By many figures and illustrations, too, He helped the disciples
0 more accurate und ndeqouts conoeptions of Him Heo wus the
Bread of lifo to eatisfy the hunger of the soal, the Light of the
world in following Whom thoy could not walk in darkucss, the
Good Bhepherd \Wko would Iay down Hie life for thoir sakes, the
Resurreotion aund the Life in \WWhom to believe is to live for over.
He was the Way, tho only way to tho throne and folowship ol the
Father; the Tiuth, to Whom, it tbey but ses Him, all trauth
loving souls will clcave ; tho Life apart from \Whom the
tonla of men are dead; the Vine, by Whose power they
might be rich in every virtue. These figures are to ue familizr as
household words, but they must have been startling enough to
their first hearers, constraining them to form larger and yet Iarger
oouceptions of Chries.

HIS REVELATION OF THE YATHFR.

He spoke to them often about the Father. No doubt they had
tbought themaselves familiar with the God of Ysrael, bot now they
must recast their conception of im and must think of Jehovah as
revealed and interpreted by Jesus, brooght nigh to them in the
form and !aoguage of a human life. It is not as if the assertion of
His owan claims were opposed to tho Father’s anthority, on the
oontrary, the moze that Ho said about His own Divine nature the
clearer becawme Hig testimony about the Father. He wounld bave
them recognize that in His own tonderaess and sympathy and
gelf-gacrifice they saw tho fullest possibloexpression of the Iather's
character, that the forih-puttiog of Hie own power and His own
righteous and loving lile disclosed to them the works and ways of
the Most Hligh. Trying to grasp this traibh, which was still be.
yond their reach, one, who eeemingly spoke for all, esid: * Show
ns the Father and it suldiceth us,” and Jesus answered, as if in
sarprise as well asia reproof: ** Have I becn 8o long time with
you and yot hast thou not known Me, Philip?” and thon Ho
added those words which lie at the floundation ol our Christian
theology . ** He that hath scen Mo hath scen tho Pather.”

THEIK PERFLENITY REGARDING HIS DEATH.

But apparently most perplexing of all to them was what Ho aaid
about His death , it confused as well as pained them ; thoy could not
fit 1t 10 with the extended viowa which they were forming of Him ,
0 far from broadening their conception, it scemed to brand Hin
with ¢hamo and failure. Looking back upon 1t afterwards they saw
how little at tho time they understood His teaching about the atone.
ment, how the very purposo of His coming was that Ho might give
Himself for men, how tho ono appuintinent made in remembravce
of Him was the memorial of Hia death, how, oven at the coming of
thoso Greeke, Ho spoke of His death av tho great attractivn by
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wineh 1o would deaw all men to Him.  But as they listened ta His
1+ luthey were aure perpleved, they stumbled at the eroes, had
Hu rovelation of Himself to them closed ar Calsary, they mast have
romanied 10 utter aud hopeless cont s v, an i we would never havo
henrd of Him or of them Baen B resureectim dud not make all
thiogs plain | for it was not untad alier the As.enson aml the gift of
the Spunit, the gift bestowed en Gentile ae well ag Jow, that they
recogotzed i 1n the faluens of His power and glory  .A\s at the
dawn of creation the clements wero forinless, chaotic, untal tho
Spint ¢f God moved upon thom, a. the conceptions that the dis
ciples had of Jesus wero dim, vast, strugghug, undefined, untl
brought 1to order by the Spint, whono funstion 1t is to testily of
Chent and to show men His glory,  Then they went furth on thear
W18 on 88 nen who saw Carisi to speak of Hom to others, men to
whom tho hiving Lhris. was the supreme teality of the unicerer
1uey knew that Ho would Hanswell remmn o oltinal prosen o nued
Hie people, needing no mediator brtween thear and Hoa, but Bom
soll the atnding Mabiator between thom and God. They knew that
He was ready 1o enrich ovory beliser wi b the feaiiacfall that Hus
reason had planned, aud Il heart had saffered, and Hiv power had
wrought. Lney hived in His higat as thoso whe eaw I face to
fuco, T'hat vierin was theat test of trath and duty, thar sulace in
overy sorrow, their nspiraunn for all effort, their preaent lifo nnd
1y, and tho wsurance of that fuller Lfo in which, in beatitlc vision,
thoy would geo Hium a3 He e
MODERN THREOLOGY € ENTRES CPON Ti1E & KRy X O HRIST,

As with Hua first discaples, so with His Caurch over since.  May
we not say thst the aim aud purpose of Christisn thionght through
these cighteen centurics has been to seo Jesus, to st forth and
interprot Him in His relation to the Father, to the wutlid, and to
the coureo of history* ‘I'nrough the conthict of opimon the t nurch
bias surcly been gaimwy clearer and fuller knowledgo of her Lord,
and «lthourh Ha must alwaya remam greater then vur greatest con.
ceplions of Him, vet our «ffort tust by to get over nearer to the
conception that He kad of Hunself.

The most cncouraging feature 1m the theelopy of to day 1» the
way in which it centres upon the Perser of Ubhrist. Nover butore
eince the days of 1he apostles, was there a more earnest or wide!
spread attempt to know what Jeaus thought about Hunsetf, and to
find ju Him the solution of all our probl-ne. W hatever may b,
the view that 1houghtful men hold voncerning Christ to-day, they
try to justify it not by speculation, but by exegemr. not by mere
argument hut by appeal to Christ's uwa teaching, When He ask
them : ¢ What think yo of Christ 2* their answer depends on thei
1interpretation of His own reply to that other question: ** Whom
makest Thou Thysel{ 2" It has come to be recogmized that, on such
a matter, Christ’'s own words are the final test of truth, that from
His judgment there 18 no appreal, that the only question for us 1s:
What did Jesus say, and what did Ho mean by what Ho said ?

Now, if Jusus s 1o us what we believe He cluims to be, then we
should welcome every stride of progress, overy advance in know.
ledge, overy new truth, como from what quarter 1t may, confident
that, in tho long run, it must help us to a morce adcquate conception

of Him.
VALUR oF TIE MeHER « RITICID,

There 18 to-day a very scarchiung study of the Word of G, The
Higher Unitictam has done much to throw Light on vur aucient
Seriptures, to help us understand theirr history and connections,
and to restore them to their orinal form. Some devout readers
havo felt amid tho contlict of the critics as if, ike Mary at tho
scpulchre, they could sny, ** They havo taken away my ford snd 1
kunow not where they havelmd Him, and yet, hke Mary, they
mb, Sud their Lord nearer than they imagined.  This very wairk of
crticistn may help them to sce that tho great test of Senpturs s
its witnoss to Christ.  The hinal sigmifi-ance and value for us of the
Old Testament 1a 1ts toatunony to Hiun, ita anticipation of Him, its
bearing upon His Person andwork. W eahould, therdfore, welcome
sud puraue the muat searching ecrutiny of our Holy Scripturee, con-
tident that, whatever opumions may have to be changed, we shall
reach a clearer and more exalted conception of Christ.

ATUDY OF CoMPARATIVF RELLGICN,

Again, we inve of rcceut yeara greatly increased our acquain.
tance with heathen religions, We rccognize much that 1s good
and trae in tho relynious eystems, for cxample, of China and
India ; and wo fecl that we nced not disparage thun an order to
magnify Chrst, {or, when aull that 18 best 1a others has been
ackcowledged, Christ still etande in louwely and pro.cnmnent
grandeur. Bot, more than that, we 1aurt widen onr ¢ neeptien of
Jesus to sco Hlim as tho source of all thia exc-lience. Wo no
Jonger dream of eaying with Augnstine that the virtaes of the
hoenthen aro only splendid vices . 1nstead of that, thewr virtues and
tho elemonte of troih und goodneds in their ro:gions may help to
pive us wordhier views of Han Wha e ** tho Light that nghteth
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evory man that oomoth into sho world.” In tho loftioet idealsa nd
best « fiorts of tho hieathon we recoynizoan inartioulate desiro tosee
Jesue, und we wou'd respond to 1t in tho spizit of Paul's message
to tho Athoniune, * Whom ye ignorantly worship, Him declare [
unto you' The study of Comparalive Religion should not
wenken in tho lenst tho forvour of oar efforts to preach amony the
heatben Chrirt und Him cracified, but is ehoold holp to enlarge
our conoeption of Christ Himsell who, in ways that we know not,
shall folfil His own promise, '* They shall ocome from the east
and from the woest, nud from tho north uad from the ssuth,
and shall sit down in tho kingdom of God.*
EFFECT OF SMoDEKRN  SCIENTIFIC DISCOVRRIKS,

Uuce more, the thoughts of men have in modern days been
widened Dy tho diecovories of science, Astronomy, geo'ogy,
archa slogy, and other stulics have ea'arged oar thoughts ot the
extont snd lustory of the material universce. We have had to
brosden oar horizon to embrace tho almost illimitable realms
meolused by the telescope, we have had to push backwards
mdefnitely oor linuts for the existonco of life and for ihe
beioning of the present order of things. Aud we look at the
Chriss of tho Uospels, and wo ask if He is equal to the demanda of
ttue vaet empire extended thae in spice and in time, and the
question of tho Baptist recura to us, * Art thou He that shonld
cowe ot do we lovk for another !  And yet these very disclesnres
of soiencs may help us to read a fuller meaning into the words of
those who saw Christ more clearly than any who bave seen Him
sinos their day—* All thinga were made by Ilim and without Bim
was not apythiog made that was mado ;" “ By Him wers al)
things croated that are in heaven and that are in eartb, visible
and invinblo, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or prinei-
palitios, or prworse, all shinga wore created by Him and for Him ;
snd by Him all things consist ;" *‘ 1 am Alpha and Omegsa, the
beginuicg and the end, the Iiret and the Last.,” It is not merely
tho kiogdoms of the oarth that are to own the sovereigoty of
Christ ; every provirce, vieible and invisible, belongs to His
empure ; und science may help us to push back the boundaries ot
what we rcoogmze as 11s domain, and go $0 ges worthier concep-
tioas of oue Kivg a8 we crowa H m Lord of all.

‘Thus we might find that when wo have eeen Christ through his
Word and Spirit, every ficld of thought, and, indeed, our whole
lifo with ull that we do and aofler and enjoy, may help us to the
olearer und more complete vision of Him.

THE CALL TO BEAR WITNESS FOR CHRIST.

Bat they who have this vision arc called to bear witnesa of
Him ; they cannot have the vision and fail in witness bearing.
Th-y who sto Jesus shall, even unoonsciously, shew in what
diccction they are looking, reflec'iog as a mirror the glory of the
I.ard, 88 s¢he face ot Stephen, when turned toward Him, shone
with an angel’s brightnesa. And they shall oconscioualy and
porpoeely brar witness for Him ; the more dietinctly they see
Him the more mast the work of witnessing become the chief
parpore of their life. It was to auch that He said from the firet,
** Yo ghall be witnesses unto Me," aud only through those possess-
ing this vision of Christ has there been provided the true apostolic
gnccession of witnessos on His behall,

It 13 not strango that eaoh of the two who immediately preceded
me :n the DModerator's chair chose aa the subject of bis opening
eermon, Actd i. 8 **Ye shall be witnesses unto Me, both in
Jeruaalom and in all Jadea and in Samaria, and unto the utter-
most parts of the earth.” The one applied the words to the work
thut ' 80 doar to his beart in the great tield of F.reign Missione,
tho other to the work, equally dear to him and pursued with the
samo tireless cnthusiasm, in the great Home Mission field. Let
we follow up their message, fathera and brethren, by rominding
you that the oaly fitness for witnesc besriog is the personal
knowledgs of Christ, 8o that ours may be no second hand evidence
bat that of those who teatify what they have seen. Tho need of
the Church aund of the world is for men who see Jesus, men to
whom the Holy Spirit testifies of Christ, glorifies Christ, shews
the things of Christ, so that Christ is for them the sopreme
reality of life, their light of all their eecing and the strength of all
thoir servico.  Weall know what it is to have dim and distant
viows «f 1lim, learning about Him from others rather than seeing
Haum {or ourselves. May ho keep giviog use the nearer, clearer
falier vieiob of Himeelt that shall make us moreeflicient witnesses
and more zealous workers, and that shall bs to us the inspiring
pledge of thas perlect vision {0 be eojoyed by His tollowers when
** thoy shall seo 1lis face, and 18 name shall be on their forheads,
aud they shall reign for ever and ever.”

*¢Now unto Him that is able to do exccedingly abundantly
uyove all that weoan ask or think, zccording to the power that
worketh 1n us, unto Hum be glory in the Church by Christ Jeaus
throughout all ages, world withos' end, Amen.”
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HOME MISSIONS.
{\WESTEUN SKCTION.)

Tho How.e Mission Conmitteo present in their Annual Report
to the General Assembly, av outhne of what has beon sttempted
aud accomphish d during the year. Statistics of Mission Ntatious,
and names of Missionaries and fields occupted, can give na adequate
idea of tho work done, the labors undergone, the difliculties sur-
mounted, in the prosccution of the vast pioneer Mission work
ontrusted to the Preabyterian Church in Canada,

The settlers in tho North-West Territories had a fair crop var vg
the yoar 1896, but distance froin the sea-board, cost of transpor.s.
tion, and other causes, materially affeoted and reduced the resources
of the farmers, and as a conscyuence, their ability to gqive for the
suppurt of Gespel Ucdinaaces. In spite, howover, of drawbacks,
the S.ations have as a rule done well, and appreciate the cffurts
made by the Comnmittee, and tho Cavadian and British Chucches,
tu coable thom to enjoy the services of a regular Minstry.

‘The Committee are glad to atate that they have been able to psy
the Misstonaries 1o fall. without any apecial sppeal to tho Church
to make up adeficit.  For this gratifying statn of atfarts, the Church
18 under obligation to the British Churches, niore than to our owa
conyregations. Iut for the timely aid rendered, they would have
been unable to meet their obligations.

In the report, in addition to the regular congregational contribu
tions to the funds, thero are presented tue amounts ¢xpended by
Preabyteries, congregations and sccicties for Mission work in cities,
towns and country districts, not paming through the Treacurer’s
haads. The list is necessarily incomplete, but in so far as tho
Convener has been uble to secure returns, they havo becn reported.
Tho report also contains particulars of the progress of Home Mission
work in the different P’resbyteries and Provinces, reports of the
Students’ Missionary Socicties, to the Lumberman’s Mirsion, and
the names of congregations in Scotland and Ireland, as well zs
individuals, who have aent contributions.

At the request of the Home Mission Committee, as intimated to
last General Assembly, and with its authority, to present to the
British Churches the claims of the North-West and British Colum-
bia, Dr. Robertson left Cacada end of October last on his Mission.
Since that time ho has been constantly engaged in preaching and
addressing cungregations and meetings on Sabbath days and week
days, mesting with the Conveners of the various Colonial Commit.
tees, and appearing beforo Synods and (lemeral Assemblies in
behalf of our work. Dr. Robertson’s letters to the Convener, show
liow indefatigably he has persevered in his advocacy of North-West
Missions, often in the face of obstacles that would have discouraged
a less courageous and zealous deputy. That he received a cordial
welcome from the officials, the leading clergymen and brethren in
the several Churches, need hardly be said, although in many cases,
where he expected large and continuous contributions for a period
of years, his expectations were not realized. There aro still to bo
found among the Churches in Britain, not a few, who do not realize
the vastness of our Home Mission Territory, nor the claims which
the Canadian Church has upon the 1'resbyterians in the Mother-
Iand. There are others, who in view of our progress as a Church
during the past 25 years, and our liberality in other directions,
cannot understand why we should need help at all.  And there are
large and wealthy congregations, who because of presaing obligations
connected with Church building, or Schemes towards the support of
which their missionary contributions are pledged for ycars, are
unable to assist us. Iu addition to this, there were last year, as
indeed therc are almost every year in Great Britain, ministers of
our Church, pleading for special contributions in aid of individual
churches, or missions. These, it is presumed, have the endorsation
of Presbyteries in some cases, in others they have not. Inthe
opinicn of your Committee, appeals of this kind should not be
conntenanced by the General Assembly, nor continued. Whether
the respoase is much or little, they detract attention from the great
Home Mission work of the Church, in whoso interests wo are
endeavoring to enlist the sympathies and liberality of the British
Churches.

Notwithatanding all these darwbacks, Dr. Robertson has decp-
cned the interest in tho Canadian Missions very materially, and has
reached localities never vismited before, and secured pledyes from a
goodly number of Churches for longer or shorter periods, as well as
individual contributions Some congregations, that have given for
the past three years, have intimated their aability to do so longer,
but it is hoped that others will tako their place.

Tho financial statement shows a balance in hand of $4,000.00.
That the balanco is not against the Furd, isnot duo to tho increased
contributions of congregations, but rather to the acverest economy
in the ad wnistration. Tho Commattes feel that they ought not to
go beyond the revenue that can be reasonably expected, and must
k ccp out of debt. Some of tho largest and wealthieat congregatione
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aro giving considerably less to Homo Missions than in former years ;
and otaers give small amounts in proportion to what thoy give to
other objecte, that really require less assistance. Many congreystionn
gwve nothing whatever, and strango to say, Mission Stations that
have been aided for many years give nothing, or tho merest pittauce,
while contnbuting gonorously to othor Bchemos of the Church.
‘I'hcso anomaltes your Comnuttes cannot remedy, as they aro not
acquainted with all tho facts, but Uresbyterics should certainly
carefully enquire into them, and insist that Mimion Stations, under
the care of, aud supported by Home Mission funds, should recognize
the prior claims of that fund to thelr contributions, whother thoy be
small or great.

Unloas tho congregations throughout the Charch give more
hborally to tho fund, the Committeo insteal of making granta to
tho many now helds, that are secking help in tho vast mining
regions of Batish (wlambis, (towards which thousands are now
looking s, must nut only decline, but reduco what amounts have beenn
promised. Tuo catire amount recoived fiom the Hritisl Churches
during tha year, could profitably have been apent in the mining
regiona alone.  Such places also as tho Morman Territory, in the
North-West, need very large grants, if the Church is to hold them
at all. Insumo places tho ontiro sslary has to bo guaranteed the
Mussionary for a time.  The brothren in Batish Culumbia and the
North \est, and in tho larger Mission fields, such as \Algoms, in
view of tho lack of means at tho dirposal of tho Committee, have
found 1t necessary not only to decline applications made to them,
but to reduce tho amounts asked from the Committee. But such a
state of matters «fectually bars al’ progress, and jeopardises the
very existence of many of our Mission Neations in promising fields.

The Committeo 18 profoundly thankful for tho handsome cun
tributions received from the British Churches during tho past three
years, but the Church in Canada should not rogard the help thus
given os a resson for lessening their contributioua to the fund. We
should rather show to the British Churcher, that for every dollar
thoy give thero will bo a similar increase in our own gifte. The
Church in Canada must feel that upon its own ciforta and hiberality
peimarily and mainly, rests the responmbility of evangelizing the
North-West. While outside help is always welcome, it can nover
bo depended upon as a certainty, and tho more wo do for ouraclves,
the moro likely are wo to secure tho continuauce of contributions
from the British Churches.

(KASTERN SECTION )

Tho following paragraphs indicate the condition of the Eastern
Section :

In the fields supplied by our missionaries, thero aro about 4,000
families who hold connection with the Prosbyterian Church. They
raise for the support of ordinances about $16,000 s ycar and contri-
buts to the Schemes of the Church with a fair measure of liberality.
Oo the whole they meet vary well one of the conditions on which
the Church is expected to help them liberally, namely, that thoy
help themselves, if not to the full extent of their ability, at least to
» degree comparing favorably with that of the strong congregations:

The Home Mision Committee with ua acts as a committce of
distribution of probationers, or ministers without charge. A sub-
commiltee meets monthiy for this work. It receives theapplication
of Presbyteries for the number of men they require to supply
vacancics during the next month and assigns that number to them,
takioy care that each man sheil have a fair opportunity of preach-
ing in a3 many vacancies as possible, until he ia eettled or Presby
teries refuse his services. \Within the Presbytery, the distribution
of the preachers is made by tho Presbytery. Tho committeo
appoints to Presbyteries—ti 1 Presbyterica appoint to fields The
pumber on the roll of the committee varios from a half dozen to two
dozen. During tho two years past thero has beeo more difficulty in
securing work for the men, thao men to ot the demands of Prea
byterics. Theso laborers report monthly to their Presbyteries ; and
+f there is anything duc them for services by the congregations in
which they have been working the I’resbyteries collect it, or if
satisfied with the giving cf the people, request the Home Musion
Committce to pay.

Tho debt at the beginning of last Fear was 83,6400 77, Thisdebt
has been reduced to $1,597.69. Towards the reduction Christian
Fndeavor Socicties contributed 81,21 68 Tho special thanks of
the Church are duo to these societica for voluotanly undortaking
1ast September, to contribute 25 centa a member to Hemn Mission
debt extinction, and for carrying out th et resvlution o effectively.
\Vo look to them to repeat their ¢ffurt thin year in order that the
remaining dobt of §1,600 may bo entircly siwept away. Tho total
receipts for tho year were Q15093 60, of which 2,100 8¢ were for
the North Weat.  The total «xpenditure for the year including tho
amount fer tho No'th West was §17071 61, giving a surpluson the
year's work of $2,003 0S.  This largc amount 11 the motro gratifyirg
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bocauso it 18 all from our own people. The gifta from Scotlam, for which
in past yenrs we were ealled upon to record our hearty thanka, have not
come to hand thik yeir  Weare very geatotal for poast sadiable aed, and
now 1thiat 1 hing ccaacd, we casbat be toa thankfal that eur « wn pocoplie
have shown e mneidos sble and wanng ‘o supply the eeesary funds
for thin work  “Fue committoe striv e 1o Keep down expe ndsture to the
lowest potnt cotssatent with ddiciency, und lant yar expended <cousider:
ably less than the year previous, bhnt our people must count ot an
Average theronse, 1f we are to deal faivly by our Home Mission flujda,
W trust thiat turing the comng 3 oar, thedebt wiil be complietely elenred
oif nnd curpent o xpenn s fully met, ng well as the North-\Vest Hiborally
remembered  Todu this we will need atleast 216,00 or nbout $1,00 more
thun was given last year,

The Superintendent of Minstous in the Presbytery of st Jolin has
continued tado excellent work. The Committee have resolved to vay
his A salary of &L,2200 and travelng exponses, He will givo all collec-
tions mado ' his meetlnga nand money receieed for supply cf vieant
charver, which will amount to over 8200, to tho Hatme Misslon Fund,
The WL MR, that formerly npplicdd their funds to the parttal pasyiment
of the Superintendent w nnlary. now send nil thelr money (o the treasurer
tor the support of spiecinl flelda

During the winter mant s, the Homo Mission fieldn, whisch were inade
vacant Jn the fall Ly tho return of the cntechiiats to Lhvir Collegn stuadica
were comimtted to the 1’ resbyteries for such ovorsight and digpensazion
of orditunces as might be found practicable,  Atl the Presbyteries report
thut reculnr or ovenssonal supply has becn wlven to nearly adl the tlefds
within thelr bounds,

By means of sur Home Missdan work, *hio Church Ix kept alive and
growing. ‘The growth {3 not rapid, because our poplntion, eapecially
in rurad sections of one provinees §s not dncreartng,  But there i<, nns will
be gradunl growihi.  Groups of stations which il Laely, could not moro
thau pay for a ¢ stechist durlog hnlf of the year ate now ratsing 2400 tor
nn ordatuod missionary . whiint otherx, 1hat a few years ago were
misslon chrgen, nro now nearly selfssupporticg congrogationa. o
enconragement to continue the work with antlgeeings zeal, Is very great.
Whilst wo must mid thy western beothren to overt J&ke tho eanllly
fncreasing tlelds i our new Northe\Weast, 11 vould be most futad (or ns 1o
slacken vur etfort o b Walf of oue peapio in the Baste o Jeave aections
of our country without the gospiol and the tcans of gince, wonld Ye to
consign them to the blight of rolisloun ditl-sente and socinl disorgan
fzations sng to rob the Church, to which they should belong., of the
vrestige they now give, and the strength they are dentined 10 imgure, at
no distant das,

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The Foreltn Misuon Zepart carefully veeparcd by the Secrotary, Lev.
1L 1% MacKay. comtains 1.0ch valuable information,
briof extracts:

We make vory
XEW IIEBRIDES,

01 this misiion the repors says: This, oar first.-bora F. M,
child, retaine its hold on oor hearts and gives us new joy every
year, by the progress which marke its yearly history. Although
the pumber of our missionaries remsine satiefaciory, we rejoice
that the Australasian Chutches acd the Free Chuich of Scostsud
have together added four men to the staff engaged in the worka
year ago. Two of these, the Rev. Thompson McMill..., of South
Australia, and the R-v. F. H. Paton, of Vicioris, are tettled on
Tanos; snd two, the Rcv. James Saundilande, of Victoria, and
the Rev. Gathertr Bowie, of the Free Church of Scotlsnd, are at
work on Ssato. The number of native labcrers grows rapidly, and
in this respect our service is well abraast ¢f thas of the ejster
Churches. Mr. Robcrieon ewploys over forty, and the oative
Christians support a quarier of them ; whilst oa Efate, under Mr,
McKReozie, although the numb.r is much smaller, it is incr.asiog,
aod the workmen are paid in full by the native Christiane.

As throughoat the whole groop, both Mr. Roberiacp, ¢! Erro-
mangs, and Mr. McKepzie, of Efate, tpesk warmly of the liber.
ality of their converts, and point to the fact as indicating, along
with a growing apprecistion of Divine Ordinsnces and ocorrecs
lives, & decpeniog spirit of trus Godliness amorg the Cacistiane,
They both bear teatimony sléo to the influence thus ¢xertcd on the
few remaicing heathen on their islande, in dieposing tbem 30 view
with increased favor sbe olaims of Christisnity. There ina large
redaction of the stabborn remnant of hiathenism, both on Efate
sod Ecromaogs. Additions to the communion roll were eighty-.
five in Erromangs, and seventy.four in Efate.

Dr. Annand derotes his whole time aad atrength 10 the insti-
tute located at Tavgos, for sraining teas".crs and preschers.

TRINIDAD.

The work bas extended in reany sew setilements and centres of
population, followiog up the people, who are flacking out into the
couniry as roads and railways prepare the way. In this work our
catechiste are » most valoable branch of the s=rvice.

No change has been made in the 1 tucation Ordinance daring
ths year, aud the present cambereomo fee-system niill continaer,
to the annoyance of Teachers, Managers, \Wardens and Edacation
Oficers. Changes of sdme kind will prcbably be effeeted belore
the end of 1597, \We reafirm our conviction that echool fees must
be abolished, and & moderate meatursy of compalsory attendance
«nforced 1o Ret the {ull brneft of the expenditnre on Education.

The cesth of three te:oh ra within two months greately

The Presbyterian Review.

weakened the staff in Couvs, and nearly all oar schools suffercd
daring the year from the prevalence of measler,

Sabbaih school work bas greatly extended in 1396, snd there
are proapeots of atill further advanoe in the fatare.

The East began the year with a debs of $4,290.61, and oclesed
with one of $4,226.10. The recaipts, in that section, were $28,.
008.70, and the expenditure $27,046.19, being $62.51 within the
income. \When it is remembered that a good deal was given for
the purpose af extinguishing the debs, shis condition of affairs does
rot siriks one as very satisfactory. Still 18 is encouraging to note
that, ountside of gifts for the removal of the debt, the giving is
better than ever before. As compared with the previcus year, the
real increase was more than the apparent, because $1,200 that for
many years came from the W. F, M. S. W, was last year with.
hi1d, for good reasoas, which wers atated when the fact was an.
roanced. Apart {rom this amount, the inorease in the East was
R1,975.47, showing that the cxtension of our work to Demerara,
and the increased osst thereby entailed, met the hearty approval of
our people,

INDIAN MISSIONS IN WESTEHN CANADA.

This section of the report is of greas interest. Dctails are
given with suffic ent conciseness to avoid tedicu:ness. The som.,
mary isas followa: The year now closed has been & jear of oon-
centration, rather than of expansion,

Exclusive of the Indian Missions in British Colombia, which
are reported elsewhere, the work of the Preibyserian Church
am)og the Indians of Manitoba and the North-West Tar:itories is
osrried on from sixteen oentres, on twenty reierves, and with
regulur Ssbbath services conducted at thirty.five places, besides
occssional services at many other placer. The number of com-
muoicants is 234, of whom: fifty-cight were sdded during tbe past
year, a net gan of forty over the previous year. Thete were
tweooty-three baptisma of adults and thirty-nine of infunte. The
namber of industrial and boardicg schools is six, whbich is one less
than last year, on account of the closing of the Lakesend school,
These schools have 31 papils enrolled, an iuvcreass of one over
last year, and an aversge attendanoce of 274 for the quarter ending
March 31st, whick: ~ -.2s the sevetest months of winter westher,
and is lower than for any other period of the yesnr. Thereare
three day echools, which have an enrolment cf forty-threc, and an
average attendance of {orly-four, These mimions have con-
tributed $512 to religions and benevo'ent work of various kinds, of
which $335 was given 10 the Schemes of the Charch.

Tke striogency in the fands of she Foreiga Mission Committee
has been reverely felt in the Wear, sud the erection of eeve:al much
peeded buildings, for which plans had bcea prepared, had to be
abandoned. A new anad viry promising opening for work which
the committes row hras under consideration cannot be entered
upon until 1be Sasnses arein better condition.

The mcst distanotive featars in tha history of the year's work
was the Conference of Iadian Missionaties and Helpers held in
Winnipeg last November. It was atiended by 1i: eteen of those
engaged in the Church’s work, and was carried on for three days,
and it is a matter of common agreement that it proved of gress
advantage both to the committes and 10 the missionaties.

Nearly every missionary makes gratefal mection of 1be assis-
tance which his wotk rcceived from the clething and other gifis in
kind provided by the Woman's Fo:eigo Missionary Society. These
gifta provide for she children who attend she boarding tchools, and
80 redace in a considerable measure the ocst of maintesance, and
for the sick and infirm Iodisns on the reterve, with their tendincy
to pulmonary sroubles, the abundaut and warm clothing which the
ladies provided is & means o wardiog off diseass and prolongiog
life.

Reports {tom Formoes and Chins are on the who'e very satis.
{actery, the sunshine and the sorrow, blending and moditying cach
other.

Conlral 1ddia furnishes important and interesting material for
the report. The many important atations report at some leogih,
aud generally in a hopefa! wne.

The Chbivese in British Columbis afford a reedy and hopefal
field for the miseionary and guod work is being done. The same
applies with respect to the Indiwans in that province. An ioter.
estiog chapter is that telliog of Dr. Thomsou's work among the
Chinese in Oatario and Qaebec.

The greay belp rendered by the W. F. M. S is gratefolly
acknow!edged.

AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS' FUND.

The report of the \Weitern Commitiee states that: With
telerence to the ** Ordinary Fand,” a comparison with the
previous yoear will show the followiog resalis: A decrense of
$101.93 in coogregational ojntribations and donations aleo a
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decrease of $260.87 in ministers® rates, and an inorease in intercat
of $1y4,58,

Io regard 30 congregational givinga it js surely to be desply
regretted thas, whils the Chacch finds it necesexnry to udd to thy
list of annuitants fiom yesr to year, congregutiong, or ut lewst
many of them, fwl to respond in sun udequate messuro to the
pecessities of the fund. 1t is to b> fewrcd thut the clsime of thie
most important fund sre largely left cuy of sight whon moneys
colleoted for the Schewes of she Charch aro beioyg distributed, and
ia probably too many instapoces it ovly gete whas bappens to be
Joft over after all the other Schems have been considered.  Covgre-
gations do not realize that probably not lets than eleven per cent, of
the ministers in the Western Siction of the Cburch sre on the
Fund and are drawiog benefit from it.  The Committeo earnestly
press, and ssk the Assembly to press, upon congregations the
alaimae of those ministers on the fuud who, after rendering faith{ul
servioe to the Church, have been compelled on accouot ol ago or
infirmity to rebirefrom wo:ive work with, in most cafos, bot emull
jnoomes outside of what 1his fand gives them to precure the
necessarice, we dare £carcely say the comlorts, of life.

It will nat call for avy undas or even 1arge mensure of liberality
on the part of congregutioas $o bring tho annaities up to the full
amount allowed ander the rufes, numely, $350°t0 & minister who
has served the Caurch for forty yenrs in active ministerial service.
This is not a large eum, and the Church is well able to give it.
The Corimittee ploads earnestly with ministers and congregutions
for greater effors in the soppart of our Aged and Iofirm Minstera.
They are worthy for whom the plea is pressed  Let the ¢ffort be
made, and give, even if late, & bstter pravisioa for their diclimryg
yoare,

With regard to ministera’ rates, we cancot lock for much. it
any, increate in them. For some years past tho collections huve
includcd a large amonns of arresra, which, throogh the exertions
of Mr. Buens, bave been both diccovered and very lsrgely col-
lected. We are now appreachioy the normul, and, of course, can
only lock for normal colleo ion of rates.

As 2 10terest, it will bs a matter of estisfactisn to she Charch
to see the importans part which interest is busring in the amounts
paid to annuitants. Ferty-one per cent. of the sum paid to
annuitants was contributed by interest. This fact euggests two
things, pamely : The deplorable position the ministers on the
{und would occupy bus for the endowment, and the desirability
of reaching the two handred thousand minimum at the eirliest
poss ble date.

TWith regard $0 investwents and the intercet arising therelrem,
it may bo atated that those belonging to this fand have suffcred in
common with similar investments of loan companies and private
jndividaals. It has nct always been postible to collect intereat,
and it is to be regretted that it has teen receseary to take over
properties to the extent of $26,589. Your Commitiee assumes no
responsibility for the investments Jormerly made, since neitber
Convener nor Committee was consalted in regard to taem.

Ia orderinyg the pagmeat of the annuities the Commities was
met with a great difficalty from the fact that the fands available
were neatly $1.800 stors of what was ncceseary, evon ander the
modified bazis of the past few years. It was a quostion of
reduciog the snuuities by twelve per ceat., which the Committes
2.1t wonld mean much to many of those on the fand, or to 3o with
a deficit to the Assembly. It was decided to adopt the latter
courae, and meanwhile make a specinl appeal to congregatione,
which bas been done.

Very much difficulty has been expericocad in connectinn with
the effort to raise the balance of the two hundred thousand dollara.
The commercial depression, so wideapread and acvere, has been
fully cqualled by the conlioucd vnwillingners on the part of aome
ministers in charge to have their congregations canvassed, or
permit the use of theic pulpits for the presentation of the claima of
this fund. The Convener was rcquested by the Comumittce to
bring this matter specially before the ticneral Assembly in order
that the highest court of the Church may pronounce on the action
of mioisters who, in the past, have not scen it to bhe their duly to
ohey the previous direction of the Assembly. The Comuattee
real-zes that ministers may feel a delicaey in advocating the claima
themselves, though they should not, lut there does not scem to be
any good reason why the Auent of the Church, appmnted by the
Assembly for the very purposc, sheuld be barred from making an
appeal to congregations.

The Committee judges it proper o bring to the notice of the
Asuembly the fact that the Commiltee in ita managrment of the
fund, and the rales aid down { r its administrntion, have bren
made the subject of adverse and sevare criticiam, chuile at the
hands of writers who did not append their names 10 their letters
T ceo were published 1 th- Nurtkira Presbyterian. The Praaby -

1091

tery of Varis overtured the Synod of Hamilton and London in tha
samu direction, and prayed the Synod **to overture the (ieneral
Argemnbly to ustitute thorough inveatigation of the stute of the
tund, of the investmente, of securizaes held, of losses ncurred, cost
ol wdmnisteation,” e*e,

The Convener, while objecting to answer charges made by
anonymous persons, felt that the interests of the fund demanded
that he should do so, and couscquently bo rephed through the same
medinm in which tho chargen appeared. Mo also attended the
meetings of the Synod of Haunlton and London, sud of Toronto
and Kmgstor, and by the courtesy of theae courts was permmtted
to discuss the fund buth in regard to the rules and adminutration,
It in hoped that much misconception hasin that way been removed,
and, possibly, some measure of goad done to counteract the evil
likely to resu’t to the fund from the way in which the matier was
presented in the newspaper correspondence anid overture of the
Parin 'iesbstery.  “I'ne Committee hae no objection to the fullest
investigation being made, and will be glad to facilitate it in every
way possible,

——t

EASTERN £FCTION.

In the atteresting report subiritted by the Esstern Scction aro
the following itema:

Collections wero received frcm one hundred nod forty.eight
congregations,  Al:bonsh tho agpre.ste contributed was not egual
to the xmonut reported from tte ewmo source last yesr, it 18 of
interest to ncte that the numb-r of congregations which cen.
tr.buted during the year just cJosed ie the lurgeat in the hiatory
of the Fuad. A31h’s muet 20nt nu- to be a chidf basis of sapplies
the gradunlly enlarsing xrea from which nesistsnce is derived isa
matter of satisfaction.

Ono bundred and thirgy-two ministera were connected with the
Funi as contributors st the clese « f the ecclesinatica year. Twelve
names were ndded duting the yesr to tho hiet of members, and fonr
removed.

After several years of a* xiety over adverse bsJances yzur Com-
mittee in able, at 1431, to report shat all oblizetions have  en met.
This eati-factory stute of 2 fTaira ie to ba traccd, to a considerablo
degree, to the incressiry iuterest tulen in the Fund by young
ministers, who not oily pay zates which, coosidezing the pro-
tection afforded, are the chespest insurance imaginable, but who
also accure oontritutions from sheir congregations, thus making
sare the permacency of the 2odd werk.  Atthe sametime it thould
nos be forgoiten that 1he Committes is often placed in » trying
position beiween appeals to the sympathies by miocisters in sore
nced, backed up by I'reshyteries. ani thercgulations fzamed for the
administration of the Fund. 1t must teapparent to a'l that the
iargest ctliziency of the Fund depends, in no small measure, spon
the ra'es being teithiully carried oo,

AUGMENTATION OF STIPENDS.
WINTERN SHaTioN,

Yuour Committee entered va the yesrs Inbors with much mis.
giviny, real zing that th« losi of their trued lender and the lack
of his coaniel and guidance mighs seriously affeot the intercets o
the echeme. Knaowinyg that (6@ had taken him {romn us, we
sought His oidarce the mwore, and thark!uly acknowlcdgs tlie
tokens of Llis favor, as o has I-d u fia the forward path, At
every atep, shho, we have 3akon our ! yal pedple iuto cur confi-
deccy. and thua, theuab it has bern & yesr of stringency, and
many just and pressing calln have been mado and reaponded to in
other directions, wo jiratefully repoct that the claims of thi« schen o
havo been remembered, xna proviein niade for all tha wo k which
it was thoazht praleat t> andertake.

The sppended linsucial statement showa that the i .come from
all suurces waa 22,957 93, a decrease ol §933 77, whilst the «x.
penditure was 21,981 1), a decrease oI 82,024 05, a8 compared with
the foruier year. Tho balazce oa hand ie $2,666.72, being swelled
nt the Jast moment by rccoipt of a legacy cf $1,000, without which
the receipts of the year would have been €30 less than the expen-
diture. We are sorey to have 1o eay that moat of the I'resbyleries
have decrensed their coutritutions, but wo aro very hiopelful that
better thinge are in atore for us in the foture. Soms friends ask
why we wre 30 close in onr reruliny and ro urgent lorspeedy ro
duction of grante.  1Thore who examino the above sistement wal;
have no d tliculiy in naswering tho qaestisn.  Too poarto bis gerer,
oun, #0 poar that it is hard to be just.

A leg.cy e such » ratg expericnco that wo never ¢uod on anch
a prenability in making our calimates ; w0 rare that wo report that
onio han boen teceived from the cxrentera of the Iate Mre, I alie,
Totonto. Why should ruch an expericnoe bo rare Y lHavirg had
oac hoped srcoaed, we apprnd a  Farm ef Requent ; ferthenso o !
ficnds who tay deare Lk - 1o amentary § tovieava £o7 as 14t

the Augmertation Fund.
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Last year we reported twenty.one congregations as having be-
come solf-sustainiog, aod swelve congregations reaeived on our
lists. This year twelve became self-sustaining and sixteen are
taken on the list, Ths vigorons forward movement of last year,
and the stringency in business, very well nooouat for the amailer
number beedming 9elf-susiaining, aud the Committes is assured
that in every way the work 18 prosperoas und vigorously prose.
cuted. 1t is of interest $o all to know what the changes are, so
the secretary's statemont is appended.

Two recommeoadations are made, the purport ¢t which is more
fally explained in the body of the repors.

1. Thas, ia view of the needs of the North-Weit, the Com.
mittee’s estimate of $40,000, as the revenae requisite for this year,
be endorsed by the Aesembly.

2. That the Young People's Sicieties and Sabbath achools be
requested %0 give their hearly support to the Augmentation
Scheme, workiag a8 far as possible on the lines suggesied by the
Commitice.

HARTEHN SECTION.

The Committee presented to Synad, lnst October. A statemont of the
amoung needed 1o pay the grants in ful) 5 and asked 1hat court to all
ubon 1'resby terics te rarse $10,500, or one sixth mare than was asked for
the vreceeding yean The Presbyteries respunas ¢ to the call of the
Synod for thas amonn, with heartiness and ustsolunty : nod all of them
atece eded fn obtainlng more thats for years vast: yet only three, vir,
Sydoey, Wallace, and Truco, came up 10 fihe standird set for them vy
the Synad, 10 1hose Presbylenies oevery congregation gave sotnething.
In ad) tho others, eXeept Mipaniebl, there are sevoral congregalions
that did ot honor themsclives by this token of brotherly love. Iad
these twenly  defaulting eharges dane their duty, the fund would
have beea tnore hiclpful to the weak congrepations dependent on
{t. Tee nongwving lst, how.ver, is smaller than the preceding
yenrs, But the list of thuse that gave up contnbuting beloro

. they reached the sum expedted of thew ts nuch larger than
the year previous  bLeing  seveniy-tour, as against foriy-six in
W5 and A0y (n 1895, The canses < snce 13 that thie raceip's fell 500 00
short of what wa= asked ang ac¢ ded ] nng the digburseinents hnd to be
made subject 10 0 discount of 7 per cente The Comantizes deeply fegret
the repetitinn of ndiscount on the already severciy pared grants w%clds
orcupted, {1 most cascs, by brethiern who stand in tho tront rauk of the
preachiors and pastors of our Chutel,  We siticerely hope that seime way
thiay boe devised of gulivering them fron this punch year by year, Their
awn chirrges must be wnduced 10 4o more for salaey than they have teen
dang, and thus tediice Jangely the aggregate su o be collected far the
fund : or tho church as n whole ust &ive more Liberally, 80 ag 20 mako
the funid adequato o the foquirementa.  Probbly in both these direc-
tinns there I roaas for fndbrovement; and the commitice would bespeak
the zoed offices of the Assembly 1 urging upon Presbyleries *nore
srenuous etfuria 10 advance nlong both these Hues,

In the directian of goeater s-lf-support, through cansolidation, the
Piesbytery of 1'% K lsland is deserving ot apeclal anention—three grants
b -ing2 thus dispensed with in that Preabytory. 1t e also very gratitying
that Colidstream, i the Prestiniery of ‘Crura, Waolfville in the PPresbyteory
of Halfix, and Susex and Richmond an tha Presby-ery of St John, have
11k ntheirlcave of th- fund (n the graceful way of providing a fall sape-
port far their own ministera Such {nstances as these, now attxintg the
ko iy nuslicr af twenty seven skn e 1he fund was instituted, prove the
tuealtnnible worth of Augmentnllen ns A foster-tar~nu! of weakly
charRes. Wo hiave just cause of pride in a achieme that works so
bengnly and powertully. We have aleo furilier evidence of §ta stimg-
laung inflacnee, tn the fact that thicrteen cangrogations {tercas:d the
atipend patd by them, from 325 to €93 apicce, and 10 all aggregating
$ite

Warth tieart {1t gtatstinde, yous comitniiteo veport that 1t anv of the
six1y congregations tn whot grants wege promis-d Iagt jear, has{mlid
o deaw at teast a portion of {1 throuch vacancy during the whoic year.
AL w were vacant & partion of the tim=, and did not yraw thy grant i
tall. but A0y lour of them cgored the services of a pastar withoat
tnterrupting Whie whale year round. In this we have another pronf of
1he value of s achiema, in KIVIBR permanency to the nasiarul relation
tn even the nine® sealtered ang helpless charg-a of the Chund,

Tac Commaten report that a fow granta have boen made whero the
Tul-n vauld 130t be sirtet!y adplied: and ask tho Assemdbly 1o allow thes .
on tha spect ] grounds that acemind sirang 10 the Camnuttes, Pernus
Mo s alsa askad to conaiter and dedd with the deferred applicatians,
and such others an tiiay cmene, And genesaliy 1o ke suciialepns Ay may
L a2 servo o make the fund comiletely succeasfue,

THE REPORT OF THE ASSEMBLY'S COMMITTEE

We have pleasute in ® ving U low same exiracts from the 2-port on
Young jeonios Socivtiers Just presented 1o the Asscmbly. [t s on ihe
whiole a thost encouragsng R port

T thia, 24 aovond pepor: 1o the Aasemib ¥, 1he Comnutiee is BAdDy to
3IA10 LhAl v A now ¢ recsponding Commiiteos in all tho SN)nmds
and Presbiyieties, exvept the Iesbyteries £ the fonagn feld, ang that
the vtk has Bern carveinlly revicnod by all these batier. Thie s aune
evidenoe of the Cliunch = iterial in e young pele, {te sympathy wath
thelr organizations and 1a Jesite 10 assst them in ther cndeavnrs
~Anaru'e” sayn the reinrd of the 1'roabytery of Halifax. " lime- con
nrs tel wath the Young vopic’™s Sacicticn are charact. sz o by anxic.y
10 W 20 amd Pav o geed, and Uy true Tovally ta the mintstey and the
Chuteh. They) diuscrvo the hieart.cst commendatlon and enconrage:
wmenh Taoewa'nocs s true,

BOCIRTIRG
The tozal number af sociclies tejed ing i 3O, an Incrcase of 1R over
IS )' 1 probablic that theteare upwards of 1.0 Young lcoples
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Socleties within tho Church, Ot theso reporting, 8§18 are (% E, (wh ch
nwber Includes thitty-seven Junlor G Ed: twenty-one are Young
eople’s Home Missfonury Socletivs, and 12 Boys™ B ides, ‘I'hero are
2 other socleiles of various nnmes. The Co K. hna, s0 far as appears,
the whole tield (n the Presbyteries of ‘Frura, Syduey, Inverness, Halifux
Wallivee, Picton, Mirantachl, Glongurry, Liuduny, Algoma, Saugeoen,
Stentford, Muron, Beruce, Suverior, lHrandon, Melita, Reglua, Edwone
ton und Victoria, twenty Prestyteries fn all

In tho Maritime Provinees three. four, ilve, or evon six socleties of C,
E. nre sometiies found withla (he sate congregntion,

The Y. 1% 30K of Covke's Chuech, ‘Toronto, enjoys the unique dis-
tnettun of belug the lnrgost C. K. Soclety In the world, having an cnrol.
ment of 508 Activeand 114 Associnte members, a total of 617,

The thiity-soven Juulor C, K. Socleties nud a number of boys' and
childrens’ Mission 13ands ropresunt tho oxperiment of putting the chile
dren tu trataing for Curlstian work, Where wise leaders have charge,
the expertient has beon distinetly suceessful, It is worthy ot much
mure extengive trinle. Why should not the toaching of the hosuo and tho
Sibbaih school and the puiplt po thus suppiomented? Can wo begin teo
varly to lead oue chilldren to uncderstand that they aro pare and purcel of
tho groat host by which the world 4 to be conquered for Christ, or too
early show them what there {8 to do and how 1t {8 to be donu?

MEMUKRSHIT,

Thu total membership reported e 31,615, an Increane of G789, with an
Averago of ucarly forty-two for enchi sucioty as ugainet forty Iast yenr, n
slighit, but gratifying advance,

Thu proportion o youns nen Lo young woon stands about thesaine.
thirty-seven to sixty-three.  Soveral Prosbyterics, whilst recoguiziug the
et that thero is probabiy a lagger number of the youug nien nuw one
ltstedt tn acttve Christtan seevive than ever tefure, lunient thue the pore
tion i3 not stidl greater atd uge 10 mu. o streauous endeavor to increass
ft. Some supkest the adoptivn of who methods of thy St Audrew's
Brothierhuod or the Brotherhined of Andrew sad Philip, orcanizations *of
wen, formen,” which aave proved successtul in other churches,

CONTRIBUTIONS.

Tutocouncil of the Asiembiy to ity youny people t2 ralso funds by
rystematic and voluntary moihods and to give a foremast place to tho
support of tho work connceted with their awn congregation aud the
gro.4’ Scheios of the Chtreh is already proviug its valae.

Thic totad raived fur ull purpuses has fncroascd fro: $26,911 in 180 10
$31.131 fu 186, and tho uverage givings 0t cach socicty from 834 t¢ SN
The appendod (ables shuw that, were all scctions of tho Chiureh to give
attention 1o ths mntter 8¢ some do, the sagregate would bo much
fucreased, and tho detalicd roports reveal liko possibutitics within cach
resbytery.

Soumw Presbyterics expreas disappointinent that the glivings aro not
Inriger and more geueral, 1n others remutkable advanco is noted, as, for
cxample. in the Presbytery of Hamilton whete, **whilst the membere
slup uf the socfetics show an increase of but 21 per cont., tho Increwe uf
cuntributions §3 77 per cent.

Tho special cffure of the socletics in the Maritimo Provinees to
relievo tho Homo Missivn Fund of debdt by an cxira contribution of 23
conts per member was most succes.full $LXLGS hiaving been thus
cajged up ta Ih Apnl

‘The youny pecople scem to recognize, ns tho IPresbytery of Brocksille's
repurt puts i3, *°that a sociely, ke an individua), cannot thrive on s
aclilsh policy.”  Aslast year, thelr moneys have mostly vxpended out.
mde themselves  Ina tolal of $3L181 for all purposes, only 8ol or
19 per cont., went for running cxpenses.  Conzregationaloljecis recvss o
$L.158 or 2 per centd the Schirmes of the Chiurch $13.487. ot 40 per cent.,
aud o her olyrcia 62235, or 1S per conte. The “oihier oljects™ tuclude
the large amaunty given far the Armenian Ielicf and the Indin Fanine
Fands, This prodably accounts for the fact that $L182 niore npprarcs in
this coiumn than last yonar.  Thefucieasc s exceptional, and by nomcans
20 b~ hield ns {adicating lessencd {uterest in tho Church's Schees.
Tucese show the substantlal advasce of 437

Every Schamo reccived somerhing, Hume Misslons leading with
S, fullowed dF $3,.163 for thie Foreixgn work. A kuowledie of ull thoe
Scheuexof the Church, on tho part of the young penple, sy ipathy with
them all, amd contributions, however sinall, towarnds theins all—no blanks
~{3 the camutiocs ideal. To fullow this persistently for ten years, by
which time thu preeent geouoration of **young p -opic * will have
maturcd amd hiave become argely tespotisidlo for the working of the
conkregationa, will be 10 solve tho distlcult prodloins of tlic less popular
Scliviues.

THE AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN GENERAL
ASSEWBLY.

On the first day of the annual scasion of the General Asscinbly of 1the
Presbyterian Church in the Unlted Siates of Amcrica at Winona Park
near Warsaw, Inl, the Reeo D2 Sheldon Jackson, of Ala.ka, was
oleciod the Moderator. D, Jackyon has served many years with areat
1INAUM Ty Al success as a Misswnary in Ala«ka. The *Tribuao reports..
**This fa s ad to de the flest e that a howie missionary ting st {n th
Moderatorachair, Whaile D, Jackson has acver been arvund the world,
i the tonrts sease, hic as ‘traveded n the pursu.t of Lis missionary
dulics adistance cqual 1o twenty-fve circuits of the eartls six-bundred
*hinusand miles botng placed tohis crodii.and thisnotin Puilmansicopers,
But oa Indian ponica, §n Alasat CANOCK On 1M0UNIAIN SIAROA acrass thic
desert, sisvung on the geound or tinding n bed {n tho stow ur Wwasing Ina
canocon the waves of the Neethern Pacitle,  Intheevening. thoreticing
Mod-rator, the Rev. . J. 1, Withrow, of (Chicaga, preachod the
wunual sernmion, on the e *° Tha Chiefest Graoco ot Chrlstinnity,™ his
text Lang, * And abeve all things have fervent charity among
yourselten” (1 Ivien Ive. 8 Havinge explained thie nature of the graco of
chanty or love, Dr. Withrow prooceded 1o show fts fimpartance in
relatlon 1o the Cuurch and tho Gearral Assemdly. Tho scrimon wasy
Jisteas! to with deed intereat and satistaction by the six hundred or

tore comtiiasioners andl tho Iarge number of visitors fram near-by
cittem, many {rom his own congregation in Chicago who pa.d their
pasior the high complim 2t of travelliag two hundred mitles to bioar hitm

proach,
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THE HOME CIRCLE.

THY BROTHER'S KEEPER.

Little bare feet on pavement cold ;
Little pinched face, with look so old—
Daily battle for daily bread—

Only a crumb, and never a bed ;
Without a mother's tender care ;
Never a lisp of a childish prayer;

Just a thing to be kicked und spurned
By men in the way of Christ unlearned
Just a thing for vice to deprave—

Not a child with a life to suve,

And was it not to such as he

The Saviour whispered, ** Come unto me?”
I there no soul in riches’ wakeo?

Nothiog to give just for His sake?

Qoly the rich at heaven’s door ?

Only a hell forneglected poor?

Is this the teaching of Christ above,

‘I'nie 2 promise of preace and love ?

‘Tis bue a decree of selfish man—

From the beginoing the devil'a plan,

What is one waif, or hundreds more?
Heep your eye on the golden store,

Drive him to crime and to prieon cell.
But what ¢f the soul you drive to hell ?
Earihly sentence for earthly crimes,

$old aod bought for dollars and dimes ;
Heaveniy juigment for desds undone,

A sacred rec i of every ona !

Are not the waife’ crimes charged to thee,
Who left to ruin, and could not see?

“AM | MY BROTHER'S KEEPER 2"
UY HELEN H. BLAKE.

The sun wan just dropping behind a huge bank of clouds in the
west.  Ranch life in winter in any of our Northwestern States
involves hardshipe that few people who have not experienced *1:um
ever droam of. Those who have had such trials can sympathize
U1 a yreat extent with the Pilgrims in their firat experience on the
1nhospitable shores of New Eagland.

¢ Seems to me, John, 1 can just see them poor creatures gettin’
out o' the boat in that freezin’ cold weather, an’ nowhere on earth
to go—had to build a log bat to live in. I think they were a
dr adful brave people.”

‘“ Who're you talkin' about, Hanmah?”

“I was just thinkin® about the Pilgrims.”

¢ Q, them people that settled Massachusetts?! P'r'aps ’twasn't
» cold day when they landed. Besides, they came out here to get
their own way ; lots of people are brave enough for that.”

¢ You're always tunuin’ people dows, John. I’'m sure I'd like
to know why you came way out here tn this forlora place—it's like
the last end of nawhere—uuless *twas to have your owa way. .\nd
sou had a good business in the East, too. Fulks might say hard
things of you if they tried.”

*¢ What'e that to e, 1'd like to kmaw? I'il go whers Lcan run
the businres I want to without being meddled with all the time.”

** Bat ther.'s no law in Conueoticut ‘gainst keepin® asaloon if you
keep your license paid up.” )

*¢ No more there isn’t, bat I'd rather fight the law than have a
dezen o' those women cranks naggin at meall the time.”

¢t 1 don't know sometimes but they're right, though, if they are
cranky,” said the womau a little sullenly. * It dou’c seem to me,
when I think «{ it, as though we bad any right to sell stufl'to people
that’s almost sure death to 'um in the long run.”

She ended rather defiantly, like a person who acts from a resclve
to do something totally at variance with his whole previous line of
conduct, and who feels at the same time a little sshamed to let his
change of opinion be known.

Her husband looked at her curiously., She weat on with her
work without heeding him. Presently he walked acrose the room
and atood before her.

¢ Seem’s to me,’” he said alowly, * you're changiu’ your mind
rather late; you never used to bave no objections to sellin’ folks
what they waoted.” An' 1'll jeat warn y& that them airs won't do
00 good. I'm sellin’ liquor, an’ I'm goin’ to da it in spite of any
one. Other people an’ their chilrun kin take care v’ themecives.”

** Other people’'s children, yes; but how aboul your own.
Mayte you'd better be lookin’ after yours.”

* What d’ye mean by that? " demaoded the man fiercely ¢ I
ain't got bul one, an’ d'se think Mary Ann 'I! take to drink? Not
much ; she's too much like her old father for that.”

His face soltened as he apoke of his child. Then he turned
away, went out of the do,r aud down towszds the barns whercsors
of the atock was housed for the wiater.

Far away on the prairie he saw a horseman coming. ¢ Some
one for the mail,” he said to himmll. * But Hanmah's iu there:
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she'll tend to him till 1 get through.” e went on to the bare,
thinkiog of tho child of whom he had spoken—Mary Aun—the one
thing that he loved. He recalied the time when sho hind firat begun
to notice himn; when she had ticet eaid ** Dada ;* all the years whon
he had carcied her round in his arms, then let her run after him
when he was at work; all through her girlhood when sho had been
so much to him; up to the time of her marringe, his thoughts
travolled. 4o had been away from home now for two years, and
the house had never been tho eame since, 1t was true she lived on
the next ranch. but that was ten miles away.

‘ Poor little Mary Aup, pour little gal!™ he mut ered to him.
self.  * I inust go over an' ace her to-morrow. Somehow it seemed
‘s though sho didu’t look 80 happy the last time I was there. 1f I
thought that fellow was usin® her bad, I'd—~1'd—yes, I'd kill him
sure.”

Meantime, the horseman John had seen away in the distance,
had arrived, tied his horae, aud disappeared in the house. He wa
in the rough ranch dress, but his voice when hc spoke and his
manners betrayed the gentleman,

¢ (Good-day, Mrs. Simpson,
80 Jong ?™

* Yes, air, itis that,” replied Haopah, ¢ I oniy wish it wouldn't
come at all ; Lut that's not to be thought of.”

** No, and 1ts coming soon, too. It will be a tough night to night
unless I'm mistaken.”

** 1lere’s your mail, sir; an’ what'll you have to drink ?”

 Nothing, thank you,” was the grave reply.

Tho woman reddened as she said :

* 1 know you don’t take anything: I didn't think, I'm s0 used
to askin® that queation of everybody that comes in.”

““ That's all right, Mcs. Simpsn. 1 koow you would’t tempt
me. I don’t need the s'uff, you scc;: and as I know I'm better
without it, I don't take it."

Hanuoah said nothing. The man started tuward the door, but
turncd before he reached it and spoke

* When have you seen your daughter, Mo, Simpson?™®

¢ I must be goin’ on two weeks now, sir. since John was over
there, an® 1 hain't seen her for longer yet. And somehow she don't
find 1ime to coms here. A married womau's time aiu't her own
always, you know."'

‘I saw her as I came by this sfternoon, and she looked—" the
man hesitated—* rather lonely. Why doa’t you ga aud see her
oftener?”

*¢ Sho ain’t sick, is she 2” asked the mother anxiously.

** She didn’s look well,” replied the man evasively.

*John an' :me'll go over lomorrow or mext day,” aaid the
mother. ** We was goin® then ansizay.”

*“ Bs sure you do go to.morrow, if poasible,” eaid the man
earpestly, as he left the house. * She’s alono a great desl, you
know ; her hushand has to be away so much.”

To himsaelf he said: *I'llatop a1 ” see the girl on my way
back, and tell her they are coming: perhaps that will keep her
straight until to morrow.” Lut when he reached the ranch, no one
was to be scen. ¢‘She's gone already, and taken the baby with
her, poor girl! 1'd goafter her if my wife wasn't looking for me
atjust such a time.  She’d be frightened to death if I didu't get
back to-night. I must go home first, anyway.”” So he took the
trail back to his own ranch, while poor Marn Aon was already well
on the road to a post-office station fifteen miles away in a direction
oppoaite to her father's houac.

Isn't it good that winter holds off

“ What'sthat you said, Dan? A woman found Jead? Where?”

Juhn Simpeon asked the question listlessly.

**Qver near Miller's station, 'bout helf-way 'tween thers an’
your gal'e house.”

‘1" glad it wasu’t no nearer hers ; "twould bave frichtened her
to dearh if ahie knowed it. Mary Ana is aw awful skeery little
thing! Who found the woman, 1an?"

¢ That {cller that came out here last spring ; I've forgot his
pame; lives "bout ten miles tother side o’ Mary Aan's.”

**1 kuow ; Rbineon, 3ou mean ; ho was here yeaterday., Nice
kind of {cller, I guese, though I can't never get no mony wut of him
for liquor. Hc v’ me a lecture w'en he first come out for sellin
1 quor, but he hawn't never meddled with meaince, an’ 1 dun't know
as [ bear him any grudge.”

*\Vhat did he say ter you?™

*1 dun't know. Ho preached a reg’lar sermon took for his
text: ‘Am ! my brother's keeper 7’ an’ at tho end he ast mo
how'd 1 like to have somebody acllin® lLiquor to my gal, au' ace
her driokin® herself to death. 1 told him there warn't & grain o
sense in talkin’ o' that. My child was all right, and I didn't feel
no call to look arter other people's chilrun. They muat shift for
themselves.”
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* (Juees if Robinson 'd gone on that plan you'd never known
what beocome o' your gal," said Dan blaatly.

He had been trying in this way to break the sad news gently to
old John. But he saw thraugh the window the rude wagon coming
over the plain with its burden, the young mother with the babe in
ber arms, both dead—frozen to death on the plains in the fierce
oold of the night before. He felt John muat know the fact before
the sad sight met hiseyes. Eo he continued :

“ If Robinson hadn't gone to hunt her up, the mow'd mighty
soon have buried her, an’ you'd never have found her.”

Joha turned savagely upon the speaker.

* Dan Jones, are yer Juny? Do yer know you're talking about
my gal?”

‘““That's jest the one I'm tellin' yer about,” persisted Dan.
And incensed by John’s words and expression, he burst forth with
the naked truth. ** Your gal went over to Miller's station
yesterday an' got drunk, an' comin' home, she lay down on the
ground an’ {roze to death—her an’ the young un, too.” He sprang
saide as he spoke, or John's fist would have felled him to the floor.

“ 1f I hear o' you repeatin’ such a lie agin, I'll send you where
sou'll wish you'd never said it.”

“Como and sse for yerself.” said Dan doggedly, as he reached
the door, and opening it, slipped outside,

The wagon had stoppad close to the house, aud two men, aided
by Dan, began removing from it what Jooked like a rude bier. A
light blaunket covered it, and Johin could not see what was beneath ;
but it looked like the formn of # woman. It was the womau Dan
bad been talking about, he supposed; but why were they bringing
her—it—iuto the house? 1f they wanted to send it off by the
train it would be botter to go directly to the station—a few rods
further down the road. Through the window he caw the men
approaching the door ; and he tried to go forward to speak to
them ; but he suddenly found himeelf unable to do it. A horrible
fear had suddenly seized upon him ! e could not tell what. The
men came on up the steps and entered the open door—having some
little troublle to get their burden through. They laid it upon the
floor in front of John, where ho stood with his back to the stove.
Somebody—it was Robinson he found out afterward—came and
touched his arm, and spoke soma words which fell upon hic ears
without any meaning. Then he turned down the blanket and
John saw the familiar girlish face and form, with the baby in its
arme.  Oaly & glance he gave it, and then with a low groan fell on
the floor beside it, avatiff, and to all appearances, as hifeless aa the
corpee itself.

It was not & *‘stroke,” though they thought at first it was;
John rocovered and transacted his business both in and out of the
house as before—with a single exception. Of courae, the bar was
closed until sfter the funrral. Aud until the fuseral, John would
not leave his ** little gal ’ as he called her still; tut sat beaide her
constantly, day and night, often talking to her. He secemed to
draw some mental comfort and healing in this way. He satd long
after, to Mr. Robinson :

*1¢, didn't seem to me at that time as though Mary Anp was
really dead. I know'd she was, but I couldn’t make it seem so,
An’ as ] talked to her, 1 told her all, how I come to be so carcless.
like, an’ selfish. I tried 10 blame her husband first for her gittin'
that hadl habit. But 1 ses plain enough, pretty soon, that I
conldn’t do that in reason, ‘Cause he never drank a drop, an’
sever had a drop in the house.  Nn, she jest larned how 10 use 1t at
home~—in hLier old daddy’s house—her daddy that would a.died for
her. an’ never thought it nothin’. 1 used to give her & drop or two
myself once in awhile when ahe wan very leetle—jest to sea her
laugh an’ may : * Mare dada,’ FKut whea 1 put her at the bar to scll
it. 1 t0ld her very decided : * You musta't never tech a drop your.
welf. littla gal,’ an' she promised not to. ‘Twasn't right to serve
her 20 ’twas too hard on her, .Just to lam her to like tho stuff,
an’ then put her to give it to everyone ele~, an' not take it heraelf,
Hint I saaked her pardon fer it, that time ‘fore we pat her out o
sight.  An’'sure aa you atan® there, [ heered her say— jeat with her
own voice: ¢ Forgive yon, father® Why, ¢f course, you didn’t
know what you was do'n’.”  An’ 1 didn’t then,” he concluded with

omphatis, * Ar’ what's more I wouldn't helieve what wan told me.™

One change in John's eatablishment was aj.parent to some of his
customers.  After his daughter’s death, his stock of hqguors
suddenly gave ont. From the day his child was brought home
drad, and his wife suddenly ol the bar, not another drop of
1-qaor was sold. To the first man who asked if he could have some,
John said simply :

¢ No, sir, you can't.”

To Robinson omly and to Hanmah, did he vouchsafe any
explanation of his intentions.

**Guesa I'll try to look after somebody else’s chilrun u leetle,
now I can’t »ce after my own any wmore,” the worde ended in a
husky voice, and John suddenly bent his head and sobbed, as only
aman can ach, and t“en only when his heart is broken.—New
York Observer.

The Presbyterian Review.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAILY READINGE,
First Day—* Judge not, and ye shall not be judged.”—Luke
vi. 87-49.
8eocnd Day—The Judgment Seat of Christ—Matt, xxv. 31.46,
Third Day—** None of us Liveth to Himself.”—Rom. xiv. 1 9.
Fourth Day—Personal Responsibility.—Rom. xiv. 10.28.
Fitth Day—The Btrong should Help the Weak.—Rom. xv. 118,
Sixth Day—We should regard ethers’ Conaciences.—1 Cor.
viii. 113,
Paiyxr Mrerixa Toric, June 20—~QUR BROTHXRS' KEKEPXRS.—
(ien*iv. 3-16. (A temperance topic.)

OUR BROTHERS' KEEPERS.

Reacue the perishing, Care for the dying,
Soatch them in pity from sin and the grave;

Weep o'er the erring one, Lift up the fallen.
Tell them of Jesus the mighty to save.

Rescue the perishing, Cave for the dying :
Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save.”

How can we expect GGod to keep us, unless we are willing, 5o
far as we can, to help Him keep our brothers ?

Our brother's keeper—in a bargiin! Be as anxious that he
shall come out with profit as that you shall,

Our orother's keeper—in ¢‘the race of. life”! JIostead of
soatching him from the goal, push bim towards it, though you are
thereby delayed.

Our brother’s keeper—above all, in the times when he doss not
love you but loves sin, spurns you and hugs the wineglass, or other
lusta of tk: body. God help us all who stand in Christ's stead to
the world, ad try in His name to carry on His work, to throw our
arma about the outcasts, as He threw His, and draw them into the
kingdom of heaven !

The weak and the fallen are calling for help, and they are
calling to us. Let us hear and respond. There are conditions so
low and besotted that they have loat all consciousness of their
degradation, their faculties being so blunted that they are incapable
of measuring, or even apprebending the depths to which they have
descended. Such do not call for help, of their own volition—but
their very helplessness is vocal with appeal, aud we shonid not tura
a deaf ear to this plea that is dumb. They ave perishii¢ without
knowing it, and sinking lower and lower into perdition becuvse of
the sheer neglect of men and women more fortunately situate.?,
who are called the followers of the Nazarene, but are not yet fully
erdued with His spirit: * Go out into the highways and hedgee,
and compel them 10 comein,” This is the Gospel commaudment
to seck the outcast and the neglected, whose rightful home is
within the Father's house,

Vice aud dru- kenoess are universal. and they are growing more
and more appalling every day. The saloon inflaeuce, especially, is
reaching farther and farther, and it has long been felt in halls of
legislation.  This is an institution which curses humanity and
drags it down, and no where is the saloon so powerful as in
Americs ; and nowhere is there a peoplo on whom the drink habit
hav auch a destructive influrnce as it has on the American people.
Hore is a largs fi-ld, which nffers matchless opportunity for
Christisns to lend a lhelpng hand,  The weak brother, the
deo-Land and s funrly, appeal unto us for help, and they sadly
ored 1. We are our brothera’ keeper—this is the voice of God,
a1 d our conscience respon-ls 1o jt—let us hearken and let us help.

The P'salinist has said to those who put their trustin God's

protection
** TUR LORD 18 THY REXPER."

Thou art willing to be kep* by Him. Thou koowest thine owan
helplessneas and ignorance ; the power and maligaity of the adver.
sary ; the autliciency, love, and faithfulness of the Lord Jeaus
Christ ; the reshity of the Spirit, thou distinguishest Hia atill, amall
voice; the Word of God is a lamp to thy feet ; thou meditatest
therein day and amight; thou hast the shield of faith. Thou
knoweet the voice of Thy Keeper, and knowest not the voice of
strangers. 1o prosperity, in sdvensity, and in the intervening
hills, thou dost equally seek the guidance and hkelp of the good
Shepherd. He is now Thy Keeper; aad therefore it is certain that
inall times of trouble, in temptation, and in the vallay of the
shadow of death the Lord will be Thy Keeper, He will Keep thee
in all sercnity and security. If Christ has done 80 mach for us in
keeping us safc from harm should we not follow His example, by
helping the weak and erring and in action as well ag word become
our Drothe:r's Kesper.
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THE BIBLE CLASS.

PAUL'S ESTIMATE OF CHRISTIAN LOVE.
(For June 20th,—1 Cor. xiii.*)
BY THILIP A, NORDELL, D.D,

Tho eatablishment of Christinnity in the world marked the be.
ginning of the dispensation of the Holy Spirit. The first signal
manifeataticnof the Spirivspower on the day of Pentecost was accom-
panied by & number of marvelous phenomena notably the gift of
tongues. But as the Church expanded a number of other endow-
ments, either natural facilities heightened or miraoulous powers,
manifeated themaelves ameng the members of tho churches. Such
were the gift of healing, of miracles, of prophecy, etc. But what-
ever their form, they all were bestowed by the same Spirit, and
were proofs of His divive presence and power. 'They were inno
instance given for display, or to serve private ends, but were
designed as so mauy different forms of ministry by which the whole
membership of the church might be strengthened and edified.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS IN THE CORINTHIAN CHOURCH.

A general participation in these spiritual gifts seems to have
been a conspicuous feature of the cihurch li‘e in Corinth. But as
almost every other privilege enjoyed by this church had been abused,
it is not surprising to fiud that the exercise of thees gifts which
should have conduced to prace and joy became productive of dia-
putes and rivalries. The reason was because the Corinthianssought
these gifts, not as an unselfish meane of benefitting others, but as a
means of gratifyiog personal pride and ambition. Accordingly we
find that among these apiritual gifts, that of * tongues’ waa inor-
dinately coveted. Whatever this enduwment may have been, it
cortainly was not an ability to speak foreign langusges that had
pever boen learned. Being apparently the most showy, though the
loast useful of these apiritual gifts, it was esgerly sought by those
whose main desire was to glorify themaselves in the public assemblies
of the church. Againat this viclous tendency Paul protested most
carnestly. By means of the familiar parabls of the body and its
members he showed the absurdity of every member of the church
trying to avoid doing his own work, and coveting the more coa-
apicuous work done by some other. The vigor and perfection of the
body is attained only in such measure as each member fulfila bis
own function ; and for the welfare of the wiole, as well as of each
member, the work of one is as importcnt as that of another. Bat
the Apostle’s chief criticism of the Corinthians was directed againat
that spirit of se:Bshvess which underlay all their rivalries and con-
tentions and, which was 3o opposed to the epirit of Christian love,

TAUL'S RULOGY OF LOVE,

In discusing the cor~narative value of spiritual gifts one with
another Paul is dravn icto a contemplation of their value as a
whole compared with the fandamental principle of love. Hisspirit
kindled at the thought, and giving free wing to his imagination he
scared away in an inspired proan of praise. Every feature of this
divine atiribate is delineated with amazing beauty and sublimity,
Justly has the Church in every age regarded this eulogy aa one of
the noblest chapters in its inspired literature. How much anguish
and despair, how many pangs and martyrdoms, how many pitiless
inhumanities perpetrated in the name of Him whose very nature is
love, would have been epared to the world if the Church had always
been as ready to heed the lessons in this chapter aa to admire its
unparalieled eloquence. .

First of all the Apostle showa ths worthleasness of all spiritual
gifte unless they are accompanied by a spirit of love, He does not
depreciate their value, but he shows that even when possessed aud
exercised to their utmoet conceivable limits they loee all value
unlees penetrated by the unselfishness of love. The largest atretch
of generosity in relieving suffering or want, even the sacrifice of life
itaelf for the sake of a truth or a cause is worthless, a0 far as any
distinctively Christisn value is conoerned, unless the charity is
bestowed or the martyrdom endured in the spirit of Christisa love.
Undeniably the world haa benefitted enormously by sacrifices that
bave not been inspired by this bighest form of love. But Paul's
argument reets on the baasis that all human conduct must ia the lat
analyais be setimated by ite relation to Chriat.

Thea follows » wonderful personification of love asitreveals
itaelf in its divine qualities in the relations that men sustain oae to
apother. It sanctified suffering and trial by clothing them in the
garmenta of patience. It softens behaviour, aweetens temper, and
transGgures the whole person with a spiritual beauty.

Next, the Apostle pictures the permanency of love as compared
with other gifte. Thene are transient. They are intended for use

*An Euposition of Leseon 25 in Ths Bible Study Union Sunday
School Lessens on ** The Thres Greats £posties.”
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in this world only. They aro the scaffoldings that serve a necessary
putpose for & time, but will be taken down when the atructure ia
completed. The one thing that abides from the discipline of earth,
where everything is partial aud imperfect, is that spirit of love
which reflects in the soul the Spirit of God, and which goes with us
into the world where everything is perfect and complete. Thislove
iv not only permanent, but it is supreme. Faith, the mysterious
link that Linds the soul to God; hope, the sweet anticipation of
glories that lis beyond and that are the inheritance of the children
of God, thess, indeed, go with us into the eternal world. DBut the
greatest of these is love, greatest in what it is, and greatest in what
it does, For this the Apostle would have us strive. It is not the
peculiar gift of a fow. Its divine attributes may be shared by all,
the humbleat as well us the greatest.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International S. S. Lesson.

Lxssox X1I.—Pxrsoxar Resroxsiniry.—-Juse 20,

{Romans xiv. 10 21 )

GoLvex Txxr—* It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink
wine, nor anything whereby thy brother stumbleth.”—Rom. xiv. 21,

Timg axD Prack—A.D, 58. Corinth,

IxTRODUCTION=—Our second lesson from the writings of 'aul is
taken from his Epistle to the Romans, which was written from
Corinth, where Paul was laboring in the gospel, und was sent to the
brethren at Rome by tho hands of P’huwbe,’'a Christian woman. The
chapter frcm which the lesson is taken treats chieily of practical
Christian duties, especially of Christian condunt towards those who
are weaker

Vxrsx 8y Verse—** Why doat thou judge.”—The word ** judge”’
here means to form harsh opinions of the conduct of others. ** Set
a: naught.”"—As thouyh he bad no capacity or right to form opinions
for himeelf.

V.12, **Give account.”—In the great judgment day.
himaself.”—Aad not for others.

V. 13. ¢ A stumbling-block.""—Over which oue may fall. We
sre to do nothing which otniers may imitate and so fall iato sin, and
we are to put no hindrances in the way of their progress.

V. 14- 1. .. am persuaded. ~Paul was a Jew, and had been
raised to regard oertain things as unclean, but had been led to see
that these things wore not essential. *¢ Nothing unclean.”—The
reference in this whole passage is to the eating of certain food
which Jewish Christians regard as unclean and ss sinful to eat,
while the Geatile Christinns saw nothivg wrong in it, such as meats
offered in sactifice and then sold it the markets. *¢ It is unclean.”—
Bscause in eating it he acts contrary to his sense of right.

V. 15. ¢* Be grieved.”—Injured, hurt, or offended. ** With thy
meat."—The meaning is: If thou cateat meat that he reyards as
uaclean, and he, feeling that this is wrong, is offended. ** Now
walkest thou not charitably.”—Tuat is, with proper charity and
regard for bis opinions. ** Destroy not.”—By tempting him to sin.

V. 10. ** Your good.”—\What you regard as good. *¢ Be evil
spoken of.” —Better not do what we have a right to do than to have
it regarded as wrong-doing.

V. 17. ** Not meat and drink.”—These are not essential. * But
righteousness, etc.”—Taese are to be cultivated, and for their
sake we may deny ourselves in meat and drink.

V. 10. ** Make for peace.”—That tend to brotherly usity in the
church. ¢ Edify.”—Literally, to build up. We are to seek those
things which build up others ia the Christian life and character.

V. 2L, *“Itis good."—It is right and proper to deny ourselves
even that which seems to us right for the sake of others. ** Nor to
drink wine."—The question of meats is not a practical one in the
Church to-day, bus <ha question of wine is, and if any stumble or
are offended by the Chris:ian's use of wine, it is govd that for the
sake of such he absta'n.

Tuovours—* After the apostles had described the duties of the
Christians, especially ot the Christians at Rome, in their various
general fandamental relations: (1) As daties toward the church;
{2) io all parscnal relations; (3) toward the state; and (1) toward
the world, he proceeds to lay down the uaiversal deportment of the
Roman Church, by establishing the proper reciprooal condaot
between the strong and the wealk,

Thbe fature judgment will render just judgment upon all men,
To shis Paul would direct both clavses befors bim. He would
remind them, aleo, that God ooly is the righifal judge, and from
Him only might men expect justice, Bub with this comfort
bs would remind them $hat each must render his acoount before
God.
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(44 communszations (o this column ought to
Ou oW L0 (Ae Mduor ymmedialely ofter A
OCCMITeNces (0 WAIKCA A2y refer Auve taken
place.)

MONTREAL NOTES.

Sune Hif.) yous ago (he ftev W,
Copurn, peacdiea ac wnox  Churab,
Montread, and atternward went s s
NODUTy to canton, Catna, tram which
Provinee vhie Ultinese e Canadat cotte,
A that ttne there were no Chinese
o thits contspeit, and with ( hina ot
el s liatie opegy, L Sisstonary could
hardly  bitve tnaguied Wit a0 soon
atwotte 4 nunared ahowd gather weekly
e thar  Lame dhardy suenga, sehood
roun. last duliday & hutcired  and
thar oy -five e were taught in the
St by a large auanber ot teachet s,
dand i tue condusaotl same e nest
words wele addressed to them by Mr.
DLaved Ywle.  He and Mrs. yule are
rejoun teachers and generous beipers
al the work  Mr. Won. ftobertson 18
the super.ntendent of tlus unportant
ellory, su encouragingly supported by
teachers and scholars. AL a provious
lurgely  atteaded Chinesoe  meeting,
service waus ootiducted by Dr, ] homson,
bt upom Seripture, ° For God >0 lov-
od che worid,” and 4, 1f 1 be lifted up
froct the sarth, will draw all men unto
e Hemarks were mado by several
Uhinese Christians,  Dr. Thomsun  ex-
pocts to attend the meeting of the Gen-
vral Assembly and wall take advaniage
of theopportusuty to push work wnong
s Chiniese tn Winunipeg and at & nume-
ber of otber \Western points where they
ars 1o be found 1n cowiderablo nuu-
bLers.

Chaluiers Church Junior Socrety of C.
E. held thetr thurd annual ~xial on
Friday, May 8. the gresulent, Misy
Ada Grabian, e the char. The sup-
erimtendent read her rejort for  the
yoar, which slumed tlan this socety 1s
mdetd dowgg good work for the Master
Tho Rev. Go Co Heane gave an interest-
g address, after which he presented
the argamat, Miss Rose Connors, with
a bouquet of flowers on behalfl of the
Jjunors. After an exceltent progranine
of recutations, dialogues, songs and  a
quartette, coffee and vake were served.
The report stated that durmg the year
a box valuet at twonty-five dollars
bad been sent o Indu; $4.19 1 money
1o tussimg ; twenty-five Nmas Cards
and letters to the Raoyal Victoria Hos-
mtal and fourteen canforl bags  to
the Sujor's Institute.  The officers for
the yoear are:=Q'resident. My Ada
Grabawm ; vice-prestdant, Master  Paul
Martel; secretary, Misc Jaura Soott;
treasurer, Mastor Harry McGarry ; or-
gamat, Miss fose Connors.

The Rov. R. P, and Mrs. Duclos sailed
on Thursday last by the Colian, for Syd-
ney, C. B, For somo tune back Mr
Ducloy  has  been in poor health, and
hie has born guven leave of absence for
threo months,  order that ho may
finve a chance to recover his health
He propeses to spend 1 portion of las
huliday 1in Capo Brotun, but will alse
il posaible vistt sone of the | Frenoh
districts in tho Maritime Provinees in
the mterest of Evapgehstie work s
many fricnds hope to seo hun back at
lax post before the sumuner s over, i
full Vigor, to prosacute the ateresting
work whivh is going ou i the French
Massion here. Duringg his absence hiy
pulpit will be supphied by the Rev. €
A Buffa, of the ltalian Mission, who
18 equally at home i both languages,
bestdes having a gowd  Knowledge of
Euglhh.

Mr. P C Bhyers, B.An a graduate of
Uritteeton 7 hedduical  SReminary, way
ordinned on Thursday laxt as Mission-
ary at Avoen, Que  This i an interest-
g tusson i ot of the pirettiest val
leys of the Laurentian Mountans, some
tep manles north of Calumet, on the
Ottwa River Prof Rass presided at
the ordination, in which he wax assist-
wil by the Rev N Waddell, of Lachute,
and the Rev. W A Marrison, of St
Fhictose

At 2 pro re nata morting of the Pres.
bytery of Montredd, on Fralay evemng
Last, held in Knox Churels, the Rev )
L. George accepted the eall to Calvin
Churels, and e anduction was appoint-
od to take place vn the evening of the
2l June,
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Established 1780,

WALTER BAKER & GO, waren,

Dorchester, Mass., U. S. A,
The Oldest and
largest Manufacturers ol

PURE, HIGH GRADE

COCOAS
CHOCOLATES

on this Continent. No Chemi-

. cals aro used in thelr manufact.
urcs. ‘Their Breakfast Cocoa 13 ahsolutuly pure,
deliclous, nutritious, and costaless than ono cent
a cup. Thelr Premium No. 1 Chocolate s the
best plam chocolato in tho market for family
uso Thelr German Sweet Chocolate is goud to
cat and good to drink. 1t is palatable, nutrilous
and healthful; & great favorite with chitdret.

Consumers should ask for and be sure

they get tho genuine

Walter Baker & Co.’s
goods, madeat
Dorchester, Mass., U. S. A.

CANADIAN HOUSE,
6 Hospital Street, - <« Montreal.

At the same meeting Mr. D. J. Gra-
ham declined the call go Cote  des
Neigoes., Mr. Graham has also been call-
«od to Fineh in the Preshytery of Glen-
garry, and to White Jake and Burns-
town, in the Presbytery of lLanarkand
Renfrew. He is likoly to accept one
or otlier of these. Owing to Dr. Seritn-
ger's proposed absenco from  the city,
daring the next three months, Mr,
Heine was appointed Moderator of Cotd
dos Neiges in his stead.

The ordination of Mr. W. M. Macker-
acher, B.AL, as Missionary in Maison-
neute, wias appointed to take place on
the evening of the 24th June. Mr.
Mackeracher, is 2 son of the Iate Rev.
Chan. M. Mackeracher, of Howick and
Riverside, nud enters upon his  work
with carnestness in this growing sub-
urb of the city

GENERAL.

‘There was a joint meeting of the
Preshyterian  congregations of White
Lake June Ist. Fhese  congregations
have beon without a settlud pastar for
sotne tune. . At a result of the meeting
they extended a unanimous call to the
Rev. Mr. Graham, Iate of Montreal.

The Rev. Alexander Fraser, a recent
gradnate of Princeton  Presbyterian
Coilege, has received a0 unanimous enll
to the vacant pastetate of Mosa, in the
Jondon preshytery. Che preshytery will
meet an about six weeks, before which
tune Mr. Fraser will likely give an an-
swer.

Great

sal es proved by the statements of lead-
fuge drugpists everywhere, show

that the people t ve an abiding confidence
in Hood's Sarsaparilla.  Great

pror *d by the voluntary state-
cures wents of thousands of people,
stiow that Mood's Sarsapanila has groat
over disease by purifyine, cn.
Power ricling and invigorating tho
dlood, upou whtch healthh and lite depend.

Hoods

Sarsaparilla

1sthe One True Bood Purificr. Alldrugpists, g1,

L la. Taseq.. AFC tho anly plits totake

Hood’s Pills with Hood's Sarsapasills.

The induction of the Rev. Mr, Mo-
Viear took place at Huntsville on June
2nd. A large crowd was present, 1the
Rev. Mr. Smith, of Emsdale,addressed
the miister, Rev. Mr. Findlay of fiar-
rio iddressed the YNNO' and the Rev,
Mr. Davidson of Magnetawan give un
interesting address

—

SAVE SOMETHING EACH WEEK,

The tendency of people living by
a wage to spend all they earn is
alarmingly prevalent. It does not
matter whether the salary is 400,
21,000 or £2,000 the result is the
saume in the majority of instances,
A man and s family get into a cer-
tain pace ot living which equals the
resources, if it does not outweigh
them. No salaried position is so
secure that it may not be lost any
month. Then, only then, will the
heads of the house waken up to the
mistake they made the many years
past when money was coming in
regularly and plentifully for their
maintainances, and no attempt was
made to store away a little. It is a
terrible realization, looking like so
many years gone for nothing, and
the plodding and worry now com-
mences at the wrong period of life,
No family, however small its income
but can save something by the plans
ot the York County Loan and Sav-
ings Company,

A THANK OFFERING,

A Clergyman Writes on Behalf
of Grateful People.

Dr. Willlams' Pink Pills Restored Their
Health and They Wish Other Sufferers
to Know it—-A Letter That Will Bring
Hops to Many--No Other Medicine
Gots Such Voluntary Praise.

The following letter written by the
Rov. Wm. Lawson. Methodist minister
at Richibucto, N. B., attests in the
strougest manner the merits of Dr.\Wil-
liams” Pink Pills and a perusal of it
will suggest why this great medicine
is 80 populux in thousands of houes
throughout the Dominion—il cures
when other medicines fail.

Richibucto, Na3., April 26th, 1897,
Dr. Williams® Medicine Co.,

Dear Sirs.—{ am glad to furnish yon
the following voluntarily given testi-
monial, with the fuellest permission to
give the names and place. They do this
as a thank-offering to God and your
medicine, Mys. Wm, Warman of Molus
uver, near here, says lher son Alden
was sickly fyom birth.  He could hardly
ever retain ford, and hisparentshad but
little hopes that he would live long
and the doctors who attendoed him were
of the same opinion.” Till seven yoars
of age hae continue:d in that condition.
Then the use of Dr. Williams' Pink Dills
was begun. and under them he recov-
cred and is now a sirong, healthy boy,
Mr. Warman, the boy's father, also adds
his testimonial to (he great value of
Pink Dills, saying:—1 suffered for
years with a bad back, until 1 used Dr,

Villiams® Pink Pills and they cured
me”” MissAnnie Warman adds this evi-
dence with enthusiasn: and freedom. T
was weak and awkly and did not know
the blessing of gond health till 1 teok
Dr. Williams' Pink Pills. T used eight
boxes and have since enjoyed the best
of health, In facet 1 am  never sk
now,*”

Here you have three members of a
family restored to health by the use of
your medivine, and you would almast
vovel their wood health  and genial
wayx  largely rvesulting from such
health. They wish you to freely use
these facts to help other sufferers. and
T am able as their pastor to certify 10
the facts above stated.

Sincerely yours.
'm. Tawson,
Methodist Minister.




