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THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT.

Isatam Xr1v., 3.—< I will pour water
upon kim that is thirsty, and floods up-
on the dry grounds; 1 will pour my
Spirit upon thy seed and my blessing
upon thine offspring.”

These words are a promise to Israel, of
what God was yet to do for them under
what is called the dispensation of the
Spinit.  After Christ came, after he was
glorified, the Spirit was given in larger
measure than He had ever been before.
He had never in any age been withheld,
and it was through his influence and o-
peration that the old Testament saints
were believers in the promised Messiah,
and not only looked forward to his com-
ing, but rejoiced in his day. But the
Spirit was vouchsafed in far larger mea-
sure after the ascension of Christ. We
sec this fact in the out). during of the Spi-
rit on the day of Pentecost, in the num-
bers converted then, and subsequently,
wherever the preaching of the Apostles
was accompanied with power from on
high. The Spirit was then granted to
the Gentiles also as well as to the Jews.
When Peter preached to Cornelius and

company we are told—Acts x. 4443

*—%“While Peter yet spake these words,

the Holy Ghost fell on them which heard

the word. And they of the circumcision
which believed were astonished, as many
as came with Peter, because that on the

Gentiles also was poured out the gift of

the Holy Ghost.” The promise here is

not limited to the Jews, to Israel and
theic seed, but takes in the Gentiles as
well—for 1n Christ Jesus there is no_dig-
tinction, there is neither Greek, nor Jew,

Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free.—

When the dispensation of the Spirit is

contemplated all distinction is forgotten,

and the promise takes a genoral charac
ter: “ X will pour water upon him that
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry
ground ; I will pour my Spirit upon th

seed, and my blessing upon thine off-
spring.” And then it is added with re-
ference to the multiplication of believ-
ers, of converts—* And they shall spring
up as among the grass, as willows
by the water courses. One shall
say, I am the Lord’s; and another
shall subscribe with his hand unto the
Lord, and surname himself by the name
of Israel.”

But let us look to the import of the
promise  *I will pour water upon him
that is thirsty, &c.” The promise is con-
structed according to what is called the
Hcbrew parallelism—a mode of expres.
sion according to which the same thing is
repeated in one part of a verse, which
was stated or announced in a former part
although under a figure it may be.or a dif-
ferent fizure,orin different words This was
a very common mode of writing among the
Jews—and i:‘ ii to be meta1 with in almost
every part of their poetical compositions,
in tl}?e g’salms and ime Prophe&os‘ Here,
accordingly, the latter part of the pro-
mise is the same as the former, and is the
literal expression of what is conveyed be-
fore in a figure. The Spirit of God, the
blessing of God, are what are meant by
water and the floods. This indeed 1s
just a promise of the outpouring of the
Spirit. His influences ave frequemly
represented under the figure of water.—
For example, in the 41st_chapter of this
Book, the 17th verse: * When the poor
and necdy seek water and there is none,
and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the
Lord will hear them, 1 the God of Jsras)
will not forsake them.” And in Ezekio
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xxxiv. and 26 : “] will make them and
the places round about ry hill a blessing;
and I will cause the shower to come down
in his season : there shall be showers of
blessing.” Joel iii. and 18. John vii.
37, 38, 39.

Let us look then at the promise of the
Spirit under this aspect. “I will pour
water upon him that is thirsty,and floods
upon the dry ground.”

All may Le said tobe thirsting after
some blessing which they have not yet
attained, and winch they regaid as desir-
able. ‘The desire of happiness is the u-
niversal craving  There are none Lut
exhibit this desire, as there are none who
do not feel it. To desire misery is im-

ossible : it were a contradiction. Accord-
ingly, we find all mankind in pursuit of
this one object. It matters not what di-
rection they take—it may be the very op-
posite of what will lead to it, still it is this
object they seek, this object they are n
quest of. For the most part men take
the wrong way to attain it. They seck
itin objects which disappoint and de-
ceive, even when they arcattained. All
that this world can give does not of it-
self impart hap}luiness And hence most
are disappointed, even though they have
got all that their hearts were set upon.
They have got all but the very happi-
ness they thought they would find. That
happiness, perfxaps, 1s as far from them
as ever. Solomon, after enjoying all the
wealth, and ali the honours, of this world,
confessed that all was ¢ vanity and vex-
ation of Spirit.” There is a craving, a
void, in the heart, which nothing belong-
ing to this world can £ll. Now, it is to
any and all in these circumstances that the
promise of God’s word comes: “Iwill pour
water upon him that is thirsty.” The
heart in such a case is like the thirsty
soil. How comfortless, if we may so
speak, does the earth lcok, does all na-
ture appear, if the shower has been with-
hield for some time ! How do the plants
droop—how does vegetation wither !—
So s it with the heart destitute of happi-
ness, or still seeking a happiness whichit
camnot find. It is comfortless, it droops,
it pines What is ennui, what is lassi-
tude, what is weariness, but the drooping
of the heart when happiness is not found?
Now, God promises bappiness: he pro-
mises to allay the craving, the thirst,
which is still felt in spite of all that this
world can bestow. Ile promises this in
the promise of the spirit. “X will pour
water upon him that is thirsty.” ¢ Lwill
pour my Spirit upon thy seed.” When
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the Spirit comes what does he do? Hsg
enlightens the mind in all saving know.
ledge. He lets the soul see its own mi-
sery, its real wants, its real craving, what
it needs, and then it shows what there iy
in adaptation ‘o these wants, to that crav-
ing—it discovers Christ and the blessings
of the gospel— it reveals the full supply
of spiritual blessing in Christ; and when
the soul, convineed of its wants, feeling
its necessities, embraces Christ, it wanty
nothing, its bappiness is complete, per-
fect up to the measure thatit has em-
braced Chmst.  Then indeed it has a
happiness which this world cannot give.
It has then peace, peace with God, anda
great part ¢f the misery of our state in
this world arises from the absence of this
peace, even while we may have every
thing else that the world can bestow.—
When this peace is possessed  there
is happiness, even though there may le
the absence of every thing else that the
heart could desire  When Christ is re-
ceived, embraced, believed in, by the ef-
fectpal operation of the Holy Spirit—
when the Spirit comes to the soul and
produces faith in Christ, in addition to
peace, imace with God, there is joy, joy
i the Holy Ghost, the joy which results
from assurance, or from the blessed hope,
of salvation—the joy which results from
God’s favour, the joy which is experien-
ced in His loving-kindness, the joy which
the hope of immortality inspircs, the joy
wkich is unspeakable and full of glory.—
This satisfics the soul: this fills it1s long-
ings: this meets its desire; and itis no
longer athirst, or its thirst is gratified.—
This is the water which God promises
to pour upon him that is thirsty—even
his Spirit to convince of sin, to enlighten
in the knowledge of Christ, and to ena-
ble us to embrace Christ as he is freely
offered to us in the gospel. Now, the
God promises to him that is thirsty. This
expression—*him that is thirsty”—points
out the general reference of the promise.
Itistoall that are thirsting after happi-
ness; we have only therefure to feel our
mizery, to feel that we are destitute of
true happiness, and to plead this promise
—1t0 go 10 God and ask him to pour out
upon us his Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of
Christ. Without this we caunot appre-
hend Christ savingly. We cannot feel
our need of Him, and we carnot sce the
application of His salvation to our state.
We cannot really apprehend Christ asa
Saviour. For this we must enjoy the
Spirit’s influences—we must be enlight-
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ened by the Spirit—we must have the
Spirit poured out ;ron us from on high.
And it is when God really pours out his
Spirit that the sinner is convinced of sin
—that he truly embraces Christ, and is
refreshed with the Divine consolations
—the water of life  Then he re-
joices in God his Saviour. Then the
soul no longer feels that aching void
which nothing in this world can fill.—
Then it is filled, filled to the full, filled
with the fulness of God.

But the soul is not only destitute of
true happiness and comtfort, but itis bar-
renofall good—and.aceordingly, the pro-
mise not only is: * I will pour water up-
on him that is thirsty”~-the Spirit, con-
ferring peace and joy and comfort, by
leading to Christ in whom all these are
enjoyed— but floods upon the dry
ground.” The dry ground cannot be
productive : it cannot produce fruit. The
plant must receive moisture before it can
grow ; oritisbuta stunted growth where
there is a lack of moisture. How poor
is the vegetation, how scanty the crop,
when it has been a dry season! The soul
in itself without the dews and the show-
ers of God’s Spirit, of his blessing, is
like the dry ground, the parched soil : it
is barren of any spiritual good: it pro-
duces no fruit unto holiness: it bears no
fruit unto God. In application to this
state, then, God promises: * I will pour
flouds upon the dry ground.” What is
it that makes the trees, the flowers, spring,
the fraits flourish, and all nature rejoice?
Itis the former and the latter rain—it is
the floods which God pours out of his
store house in the heavens. It is when
he visits the earth and watereth it, when
he greatly enricheth it with the river of
God, which is full of water: when he
watereth the ridges thereof ; setileth the
furrows thereof; maketh it soft with
showers; blesseth the springing thereof.
What is it that makes the soul naturally
barren and dead, destitute of all the
fruits of holiness, adorned with none of
the graces of the Spirit—what is it ibat
makes it fruitful, that covers it with the
vegetation of the Spirit, that makes it
green and lovely and productive : it is
the Spirit of God—it is the grace of God
—itis the blessing of God. It is the
shower of spiritual blessing descending
upon the soul. 1tisthe Spirit’s work
producing faith and love and holiness—
quickening,reviving, our spirits, descend-
ing in all bis benign and gracions influ-
euces. When this is the case, then all
the graces of the spirit will grow, all the
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fruits of the spirit will flourish. The
soul will abound in holiness—it will ba
productive of all spiritual good. It will
revive as the corn, and grow as the vine,
and cast forth its roots as Lebanon. Ho-
liness to the Lord, meekness, faith, love,
peace, joy, long-suffering, gentlencss,
gooduness, temperance, will be all seen,
and will all lourish.

Now, there is need for this promise
else God would not have made it. In
ourselves, we are destitute of all true
happiness—of spiritual comfort; and no-
thing will confer these bat t'.e Spirit of
God imparted, and applying the things of
Christ to the soul. Not till we are con-
verted by the Spirit of God can we en-

joy the happiness, the comfort, which we

lack. These are obtained only in and
through Christ, and 1t is by conversion
that we come to possess them, by and in
Him. It is when we are effectually
wrought upon by the Spirit, and when
we are made to close with Christ—ro be-
lieve in him for salvation—to have no
confidence in ourselves—to receive par-
don and peacc through the bLlood of the
cross—through the merits of Christ alone
—it is then and then only that we are
reconciled toGod—have peace with Him,
and enjoy a happiness which the world
kuows not of. Then (God himself is our
exceeding joy—our chie! happiness is
in his favour : we are not happy without
the favour of God, but thas is sufficient
happiness. Then we will seek our hap-
piness nowhere else, not in the world,
not in its amusements,or pleasures,or pos-
sessions. These we shall hold as subordi-
rate to God. And when any of theso
are dried up, when even friendships fail,
and all earthly sources of satisfaction are
remored—still God is sufficient to fill the
soul, his peace to keep the heart—and
we can say with the Psalmist: * Whom
have Tin heaven but thee. and there 18
noue apon the carth that Idesire besides
thee. Sly heart and my flesh faint and
fail, but God is the strength of my heart,
and my portion for ever.” The soul that
has thus been brought to Christ by the
effectual operation of God's Spirit shall
never thirst. It bas obtained the water
ofife. The showers of God's grace now
perpemally descend. The water which
Christ hath given him is in him a well of
living water,springing up mto everlasting
life. It is not a stagnant pool, Lut a hv-
ing well, ever fresh, ever springiug,
rising from the heart which is com erted
to God. which has His peace dwelling in
3, active at all scatons, and m all cir
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cumstances, and flowing over with its
lite-giving, its vefreshing, streaws Let e
seck to nave this living water—the show-
ers of God's spirit, of his grace: let me
plead this promise if it has not yet been
fulfiticd in my experience—and let me
still plead it if it has.  For even the be-
liever must still depend upon God’s
grace, upon God's spirit, for all the happi-
ness, the spiritual happiness and peace
and comfort which he enjoys—-the Spi-
rit receiving of Christ’s, and shewing it
unto us. It must still be by the down-
pouring of God’s spirit, by new commu-
nications of Gol's grace, tresh supplics of
life and comfort from God himself,
through Christ.

And so, too, it is only by the outpour-
ing of God’s spirit, by the floods being
poured upon the dry ground—that the
soul can be fruitful, can bring foith the
fruits of holiness, can live and flourish,
can put forth the vigorous shoots of faith
and of good works., ~ Till that, the soul is
dry and barren, and must continue so.
Itis God’s grace that softens the heart,
that acts like the shower on the soil, pe-
netrates the cold affections, insinuates in-
to the lifeless principles, refreshes and
revives the dead feelings, and produces
the healthful products of spiritual vitali-
tv  And it isthe Spirit of God that main-
tains all these in action, keeps them a-
live, preserves them in vigour, or increas-
es them in strength ; never let it be for-
gotten that it is to the Sphit of God,
sought and obtained, poured out accord-
ing 10 God’s promise : “ I will pour floods
upon the dry ground”—that the life of
faith owes not only its being but its con-
tinuance. It was the Spirit of God that
produced it—it is it which alone can
maintain it. If we are to be distinguish-
od for our faith and holiness we must
have more of the Spirit of God. If the
dry ground is to become a pool, and the
thirsty ground springs of water—the
floods must be poured out, the blessing
of God must descend  And we must
wait, and pray, for the showers of the Di-
vine influence. We must pray for them,ev-
en as Elijah prayed and there was a great
rain. God will fultil his promise: «I
will pour water upon him that is thirsty,
and tloods upon the dry ground, I will

ur my Spirit upon thy seed, and my
blessing upon thine offspring” That
was fulfiiled at the day of Pentecost, when
three thousand were converted at once.
It was fulfilled when multitudes were dai-
Iy added to the church of such as should
be raved. It was fulfilled when the word

THE MISSIONARY RECORD.

of God grew and mualtiplied greatly.—
1t has been fulfilled in the case of multi-
tudes since ; and it will be always ful
filling till the Church of Christ is gather-
ed in, awd the world is converted unto
God.  Then the wilderness will becomo
a fraitful field. and the frunful field will
be accounied tor a forest. ¢ They shall
spring up as among the grass, as willows
by the water-courses.  One shall say, 1
am the Lord's, and another shall call him-
self by the name of Jacob ; and another
shall subscrive with his hand unto the
Lord, and surname himself by the name
ot Israel”

Let us plead this promise of God in
reference to oursclves, and in reference
to the dry and parched places of the
earth. Let us urge our suit for the ful-
filment of this promise, especially in re-
ference to ourselves-—thut the Spirit of
God may be poured out upon us—that
the shower may come down in its season
—that there may be showers of blessing.
It is by the fulfilment of this promise that
the wilderness and solitary place shall he
made glad, and the desert shall rejoice
and blossom as the rose, shall blossom a-
bundautly, and rejoice even with joy and
singing. Then waters shall break out in
the wilderness and streams in the desert
~—and the earth shall become again as
the garden of the Lord.

—_———
REMARKS
ON THE
“ Reply of the Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia, to the Letter
of the Free Church Synod de-
clining the Union”
DY THE REV. PROFESSOR XING.

SiIxTH ARTICLE.

Jt was stated in the Fifth Article of
these Remarks that the Disruption was
forced on by a new mode of interpreting
and administering the civil law, the result
of which was that the benefits of the Es-
tablishment could no longer be enjoyed
but through the sacrifice of the princi-
ples of the Church of Scotland. The
fashion with some has been to represent
the matter in a very different lighr. They
speak of the new pretensious put forward
by those who constituted the majorities
in the General Assemblies from 1834 till
the Yeriod of the Disruption ; but they
overlook the fact that they were just the
pretensivas which the same parties put
forth while they were the minority—that
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they were the pretensions which the
Church of Scotland maintair.ed as a uni-
ted body before the Moderates became
¢ the prevailing party”—that they were
the pretensions which were embodied in
her Books of Discipline, and in the for-
mularies of the Westmins'er Assembly—-
that they were pretensions in mainte-
nance of whith many of the best of her
ministers and people had willingly suffer-
ed martyrdom—that, in short, they were
the pretensions which she was still put-
ting forward when, at the Revolution
Settlement, she was restored to the be-
nefits ot the Establishment. William
the third would gladly have had episco-
pacy established in Scotland  ‘T'he peo-
ple, however, had shewn that they would
not submlt 10 human authority in mat-
ters of religion; and it was in deference
to the will of a nation convineed that the
principles of the Church which had been
0 long persecuted were founded on the
Word of God, that an erasiian prince
and reluctant statesmen were obliged to
give way, and to guarantee the privileges
of that Charch as the Established Church
of Scotland.

It is a matter of well authenticated his-
tory, that the Church of Scotland exerci-
sed her own free and independent judg-
ment in ascertaining what the law of
Christ is, as set forth in his own word, for
regulating the aftairs of his own house.
1t is also a very obvious truth, that she
holds up to the world in her subordinate
standards the views which she entertaing
of the principles as to doctrine, worship,
discipline, and church-government which
are authoritatively set forth in God's
Word, and according to which she en-
gages to regulate her teaching and her
praticce. Netwithstanding the assertions
of some that she conseated to forego her
liberty in becoming an Established
Church, it is not less evident from histo-
ry that it was as holding these principles,
and as having shewn her determination
to maintain them even 10 the deaih, that
she was established in the year 1690.—
That establisiment was the result, not of
any submiss.on on her part, but of the
renunciaiion, on the part of the state, of
that power in acclesiastical affairs which
it had formerly usurped.

As a preliminary towards compliance
with the earnest desire of the nation for
the establishment of that Church which
had maintaived its freedom amid the

ersccutions of Charles 1. and James

Vil., the Scottish parliament pa«sed the
following Act (1690, chap. i.) * Our So-
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vereign Lord and Lady, the King and
Queen’s Majestics, taking into their con-
sideration, that by the Second Article of
the Grievances presented to their Ma-
jesties, by the Estates of this Yingdom;
it iz declared, That the first Act of the
second parliament of King Charles thae
second, Imituied, Act asserting his Ma-
jesty’s Supremacy over all persons, and
in all cuuses ecclesiastical, is inconsistent
with the establishment of the Church Go-
vernment now desired, and ouaht to be
abropate  Therefore, their ilnjesties.
with advice and counsent of the Estares of
Pariiament, do hereby abrozate, rescind
aud annul the foresaid Act, and declares
the same in the whole Leads, amicles,
and clauses thereof] to be of no force or
effect in all time coming”  The usurpa-
tion of supremacy in causes ecelesiastical
having been reneinced, aro'her Act was
passed (1690, chap 2.), in the followinyg
terms : * Forasmuch, as hy an Act of
this present Parliament, relative to, and
in prosecution cf the Claim of Right,
Prelacy and the superiovity of church-
offiers above Presbyters, is abolished :
and that many ministers of the Presbyte-
rian persuasion, since the first of Janua-
ry, one thousaud six hundred and sixty
one, have been deprived of their chureh-
es, or banished for net conforming to
Prelacy, and unot cowplying with the
courses of the time [that is, according to
the phraseology lacely employed, they
would not “ obey the law of the land”]:
Therefore, their Majesties, with advice
and consent of the Istates of Parliamer,
ordain and appoint, thatall these Pres-
byrerian ministers yet alive, who were
thrust from their charses since the first
day of January, one thousan: six hand-
red sixey one, or banished foe not con-
forming to Prelacy, and not complyiny
with the courses of the time, have forth-
with free access to their churches, that
they may presontly exereise the minis.
try in these parishes, withons any new
call thereto;” &e.  The establishurent of
the Church was at Jength fnily effected
by the Act (1690, chap. 5.) ¢ Ra itving
the Confession of Faith, and set.linz
Presbyteran churchegovernment” i
this Act, their Majesties and the Estates
of Parliament, ¢ conceiving it to be their
bound duty, at er the great deliverance
wrought for this chur-+h an 1 kingdon, in
the first place, 19 settle and secure there-
in the true Protestant Kelizion, accord-
ing to the trath of God’s word, as it hath
of a long time heen protessed within this
land : a8 also the goveramant of' Christ'y
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Charch within this Nation, agreeable to
the word of God, and most conducive t.
the advancement of rrue piety and God-
liness, and the establishing of’ peace and
tranquillity within this realm;” do not

retend to prescribe a Confession of

aith, or a tgrm of church-government,
to he submitted to by the chureh, but, at-
ter reading and approving of the West-
minster Confession of Faith, which the
church had adopted in 1647, and had
continued since to maintain, ratify and
establish this Confession, *as the publc
and avowed Confession of this Church.”
They also esmablish, ratify and confirm
the Presbyterian church-government and
Discipline, # allowing and declaring, that
the church-government, be establishe in
the hands of, and exercised by these
Presbyterian wministers, who were outed
since the first of January 1661, for non-
conformiry to Prelacy, or not complying
with the courses of the times: and are
now restored by the late Act of Parla-
ment, and such Ministers and Elders
oniy as they have admitted or received,
or shall hereafier admit, ar receive: and
also, that ail the said Presbyterian minis-
ters have, and shall have right to the
maintenance, rights, and other privileges,
by law provided to the ministers of
C’;u‘isl’s ‘hurch within this kinadom, as
they are or shall be legally admitted to
particular churches”  Even the Act
which restored patronage in 1712, did
not trench upon the frcedom of the
church : although it currailed that extent
of privileze which had been conferred
upon her in the Revolution Settlement,
and had bren guaranteed bv the Act of
Security. She war free to insist upon
euch qualifications as she decmed reqni-
site for 1he miniery andto judge for
herseit” as 10 the possession of these re-
quisite qualifications in the case of every
mdividual whom she wonld settle as mi-
nister of a parish. Patronaze restricted
the enjovment of the stipend to those mi-
nisters, not merely who were indncted
by the church, but who also bad a pre-
sentation from the legal parron. The
law of patronage restricted the benefit
of the endowment | but to whatever ex-
tent the endowment might or might not
be enjoyed, the Iixtablished Church was,
in those days, the Free Church of Scot-
land.

At the time of the Secession, and down-
wards till the recenc decision in the well
kuown Auchterarder case, the recognis-
ed law, even in reference to the operati-
ou of pa'ronage, was, that while the pre-
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sentation was that which secured to the
presentee, upon his being settled, a rvight
to the stipend, it gave him no other right ;
and that while the civil courts, the pro-
per judges in civil matters, had a right to
consider the proceedings of preshyteries
in the scttlement of ministers, so far asto
be able to decide who had a title to the
stipend, they had no further juvisdiction
in the case.  The right of Call belonged
to the Church. IHer courts could not be
interfered with in the moderation of a
Call. It was admutted that they had a
right to exercise their own judgments
and to satisfy themselves as to what they
would sustain as a Call; so that, where
ministers were intrnded upon an un-
willing people, it was not because the
law of patronage rendered it necessary,
but because the Moderates would have
it so. Various cases occurred where
these points were tried, and where the
law was understood 10 be fully imerpre-
ted and applied. For instance, in a case
respecting the parish of Dunse, which oe-
curred in 1749, the patron, while insist-
ing upon his civil rights before the civil
cour:, admits that the Presbytery, if they
choose, were entitled 10 refuse to try the
presentee at all  He says, “If they
please they may, without giving him any
wrial, settle another, but then that other
will have no right to the stipend "—
When, in the saase case, application was
made to the Court of Session to discharge
the Preshytery from proveeding to the
moderation ot'a Call at large (that is, a
Call in which th» people were not res-
tricted to the presentee, but might call
any one they pleased), and to restrain
them from setiling any otaer maun than
the presentee : the Court would not med-
dle in the matter, ** because that was in-
terfering with the power of ordination, or
the mternal policy of the church, with
which the Lords thought they had no-
thing t0 do.”  Lord Kames, accordingly,
in lus Law Tracts, treating of the juris-
diction of ¢ Courts,” says of the Ecclesi-
astical Cour.s, “The person authorised
by their sentence, even in opposhion to
the presentee, is, de facto, minister of the
parish, and as such is entitled {o perform
every ministerial function. One would
imagine that this should entitle him to
the benefice or stipend, for the person in-
vested in any oflice is, of course, entitled
to the emoluments. And vet the Court
of Session, without pretending to deprive
the minister of his ofiice, will bar him
from the stipend, if the ccclesiastical
court have proceeded illegally [that is,
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without regard to the presentation], in
the sertlement.” It was on account of
this understaod liberty of the Church,
that the Secciders were xo careful to make
it known that they did not secede from
the Chnrely, but from the Mo lerates;
and it was on that ground, toon, that men
holding the same principles with the Se-
ceders, felt that they could still remain in
the Establishinent.

Now, however, there is no such scru-
ple about interfering with the internal
policy of the Church. The Established
Church, being a free Church antecedent-
ly to 1843, would ot be coerced intathe
position of trampling upon the rights of
the parishioners of Auchterarder. by sett-
ling Mr. Young as their pas-or, upon the
catf of Peter Clark and Michael Tod, 1n
the face ol an expressed disapproval sub-
scribed by 287 heads of families, heritors
elders and others, standing upon the rolt
of communicants. Rather than do this,
she was not only willing to forego the sii-
pend, which was all that the law of pa-
tronage as hitherto administered requir-
&, but she would pay the £10,000, which
Mr. Young claimed in shape of damages,
and which the new mode of interpreiing
the law put it in the power of a jury 10
award him.  Determined to maintain her
freedom, as the Free Church of Scotland
separate from the Establishment, she did
pay the sums that were awarded in that
and in similar cases. But the body
which is now upheld as the Ecclesiastical
Establishment of Scotland is treated as
the mere ¢ creature of the state;” and it
submi's to be so dealt with. Even the
decision of the House of Lordsin the
Anchrerarder case seemed still to leave
the matter involvel in some degree of
doubt. It was still possible that subse-

uent cases mizht bring those Acis of
the Seottish Pariiament which had been
so stranzely interpreted, before other
judges who might Jook at them in a dif-
ferent light. Lord Aberdeen’s Bill, there-
fore, with which Mr. Trotter is so much
tleased, was introduced for the professed
purpose of removing all doubts apon the
subject; and it has so completely suc-
ceeded in its ooject, that no one nur can
doubt the fact, that the Establishment iy
not at liberty to follow out those princi-
ples which her subordinate standards de-
clare to be of scriptural authority. ‘That
Bill having been passed into an Act, lays
down vutles to be ohserved by Presbyte-
ries even in that matter of a Call which
tha old cordtitutional Judges of Scotland
used to consider as of a character 0 sa-
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cred that they bad nothing to do with it.
The principle is now established, that the
will of the people is not an element to
be considered by church courts, in pro-
ceeding to sertle a pastor over them,—
The charch conrts are not now left to the
alternacive, which farmerly they might
have chosen, of forfeiting the benefit of
the stipend rather than force a man up-
on an unwilling people. They must go
through with their s{avish task, though it
should be the settlement of a presentee
to *the bare walls” of a church: they
nst o through with it also n sach cir-
cumstances thar it is not now the mero
doing of a majority of Moderates, carry-
ing it with a lugh hand over the princi-
ples ot the church. The Establishment
as a corporation enjoys its temporali-ies
on the distinet underatanding, that the
 statutory duty” which Parliament has
preseribed in a wav that admits of no mis-
understanding, shall be faithtuily perform.
el Both office-bearers and private in-
dividuals who choose to connect them-
selves with such a sys'em, become part
and parcel of it, and are necessarily in-
volved in the guilt which it may contract
in the prosecution of those courses to
which it is bound, by the avowed torms
on which the benefits of the Establish-
ment are now enjoyed.

At the time of the Secession, and down
to these Disruption decisions, it was re-
cognised and established as a fundamen-
tal principle of the constitution of the
kingdow, “that the jurisdiction of the
church in matters of heresy, excommu-
nication, collation, or deprivation of mi-
nisters, or any such like essential cen.
sures, grounded and having warrant of
the word of GGod,” was “ given hy God"
to the office-bearers thereof, and was ox-
clusive, and free from co:rcion by any
tribunals holding power or authority from
the state or supremne civ.l magistrate. By
an Act of Parhament aiso which s:i!l re-
tains iis place in the s'a-ute book, it was
recommended to the Lords of the Privy
Council “to take some effectual course
for stopping and hindering those winis-
ters who are, or sha'l be hereafter depos-
ed by the Judicarories of this present ee-
tablished church, from preaching or ex-
ercising any act of their ministerial Canc-
tion, which theyv cannot do after they ara
deposed, without a hizh conterapt of the
autharity of the church,and of the laws ot
the Kingdom establishing the same."—
Now, however, proceed:ngs of the Court
of Session supporting parties in what is
thus deseribed as a high comempt of the
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authority of the church, and of the Jaws
_ of the K‘;ngdom, have been acquiesced in

by the State, and submitted to by the Fs-
tablishment. That Court has pretended
by its civil authority ecxercised in the
name of the Queen, to restore to their
spiritual funciions men who have becn de-
prived of them by the General Assenbly
sitting and acting in the nane of the Lord
Jesus Christ; and the budy which per-
mits such men, as ministers of the gospel,
1o administer her spiritual affairs, stll

rofesses to hold by that Confession of
Faith which declares that « The Lord
Jesus, as King and head of his church,
hath therein appointed a government in
the band of church-officers, distinct from
the civil magistrate.”

At the time of the Secession, and down
to he Disruption proceedings, it was the
recognised right, as it was the unques'i-
onable duty, of the church, according as
she had the means of meeting the wants
of her people, to erect congregations, to
scttle ministers over them, and to give
these ministers their proper standing in
the church, for the exercise of the fune-
tions both of preaching and of ruling
which belong to their office. The duty
was not artended ro so fully as might bave
been desirable; but still, the cases are
sufficiently numerous to shew that the
right was fully acknowledged. Thus the
Lord President of the Court of Session,
ina case which came before him in 1836,
referring 10 the Act of Assembly 1833,
which gave to the ministers of what were
called the Parliamentary Churches the
full powers of parish ministers, says,
* This was a mater within the proper
provinee ofthe Assembly. 'Lhey had the
power to pass such an Act, and they ex-
ercised that power. And Isee no con-
flict between the provisions of this Act
and those of the statute. ‘The Parlia-
ment, on the one hand, and the Assem-
1y on the other, eack being supreme in
e oun province, passed their respective
enactments both tending towards the
same end, and the last being in supple-
went of the first. The Asscmbly made
no disjunction of the parishes quoad civi-
lia, but it declared the ministers 1o be
me:mbers of all ehureh courts: and it al-
so declared them to piossess all the privi-
leges of the parish ministers of Scotland,
and that the Assembly alone could do —
1don’t think the Assembly exercised a
new power in declaring a winister 10 be
possessed of such priviteges. T conceive
the same power to have bren exercised
in gualogous cases, such as when second
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ministers were appointed, or in any ot
the numerous instances where new mi-
nisters were appointed in Scotland.” 8o
late as n 1838, ina case before the
Teind.court, the Lord Justice Clerk de-
claved, * I have never seen cause to dis-
pute the power of the church to disjain ar
erect pariskes quoad sacra””  This right
also i3 fully recognised in the Act of the
4'hand 5t1 of William IV., which pro-
vides, that where any church, chapel, &e.
“ built, or acquired, or endowed Ly vo-
luntary coutr:bution, shall, according to
the provisions of the existing law, be e-
rected into a parochial church, either as
an additional church &e., or as the ehurch
of a separate parish 10 be erected out of
a part or parts ot any existing parish or
pavishes, whether the same be established
and erected merely guoad spiritualia by
the authority of the church courts of the
Lstablished Church of Scotland, or also
quoad temporalia by authority ofthe Com-
missioners ot Tiends:” neither the King
nor auny private patron shall have any
claim to the patronage of such newly e-
rected church. Now, however, the Scot-
tish Lstablishment, in abject submission
to the Court of Session, bas allowed it-
self to be denuded of the power to obey
Christ’s command, ¢ Ieed the flock of
God which is among you,” by appointing
mimsiers with full pastoral authority to
watch over them, even where the people
are willing by their own efforts to pro-
vide means of support for such ministers.
At the lidding of that court, they bhave
even gone the length of depriving of their
pastoral authority somewhere about three
bundred munisters, and breaking up as
many Kirk-Sessions, who had been so-
lemnly appointed in the name of the Lord
desus Christ, and by the proper oflice-
bearers of his chnreh, to watch over the
respective portions of the flock which had
been entrusted to their care.

The novelty of the views which have
led to these decisions, and the extent to
which the Establishment, in what may be
regarded as its proper spiritual functions,
is now under the control of the Court of
Session, may be further seen by atiend-
ing 10 the remarks of some of the Judg-
es, in Jdelivering their opinions.

Lord Cuninghame, one of the Judges
in the majority, in a Note (a curiosity in
its way buttoo long for insertion) append-
ed toa finding of his as Lord Ordinary,
6th December, 1842, in one of the stages
of the Auchterarder case, contemplates
the superseding of the Presbytery, and
the authorising of a minority of theit
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nutnber, who were willing to take their
orders from that court, to go on to the
settiement of Mr. Young. Hesays,«We
(that is, the Court of’ Session) neither try
the qualification of the pre.cutec our-
selves, nor perform the ceremony of the
collation; but WE GIVE sPECIAL AU-
THORITY {0 ministers of unexceptionable
character and station in the church, who
are willing to discharge the duty under
the obiigation implied in their oath of al-
legiance, so as to complete in due forin
the admission of the presentee 10 his be-
pefice.”  1lis Lordship refers tc the plea
that the jurisdictian ot the supreme civil
court could only reach the temporalities
of the benefices, which the church ad-
mitted might be separated by the eivil
court from the spiritualities. He says,
« There appears to be little donbt, thatat
a cerrain period in the last century, when
ecclesiastical questions first were the sube-
Ject of discussion in our courts, an opini-
on was entertained by lawyers of learn-
ing and reputation, such as Lord Pres-
tongrange, Mr. Crosbie and othess, that
such a separation was in certaip cases le-
gitimate and competent, and admitted of
no remedy in thiscourt. But able asthe
persons were, they had not the benefit of
the anxious and elaborate arguments
which the questions have undergove in
modern times, and which have thrown a
light on casus of this nature that writers
a: no former period enjoyed.” ‘Thisisa
remarkable adwission {rom such a quar-
ter. It might have been more ample;
for it was not the mere opinion of indivi-
dual Iz wyers, however eminent, suck as
“ Lor¢ Prestongrange, Mr. Crosbie and
others,” that was now to be setaside, bt
the principles upon which the law had
been admunistered for nearly a century
and a halt.  1lis Lordship, however, ad-
mits that it was a new light which guided
the majority of the Judges in the Court
of Session to those decisions which forced
on the Disruption.

The case in which Lord Cunninghame
delivered the Note above referred to
came under the consideration of the o-
ther Judges. Lord Ivory closes the
statement of his opinion in the followng
terms: * It is indeed lamentable to look
upon the shape which these questionsare
now assuming. Step by step it has come
to this, that there is absolutcly no oune
proceeding, however exclusively eccle-
siastical in it own chavacter it used to
be considered, in which the civil court is
not asked to interfere. It has been cali-
od upon to interdict church censures,—
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to prevent the execution of sentences of
suspension  and  deprivation,—in  Me-
Queen'’s. and other cases, interference,
more or less direet, has been sought in
regard to excommunication, and refusal
of tokens for admission to the sacrament,
—and now it is asked that the court shall
suspend the majority of a Presbytory
from the exereise of their whole ecclesi-
astical functions, and set up the minority
to perform these fanctions in their stead.
1f this ke within the power of the court,
I really sec no reason why it should not
take upon itself at once, and directly, to
adjudicate upon the collation and  depri-
vaifon of nmnisters, asin any ordinary
civil maiter.
(Signed) ¢ J, Ivory.”

Lord Cockburn, in the same case, says,
I concur with Lord Ivory. What the
pursuers demand is, in substance, either
that the court of session shall give a new
constitution to a Presbytery, or that it
shall supersede the majority of the mem-
bers, or that, though the majority may
attend, it can only act in a way directeld
by the court which may dictate the pro-
ceedings, vetes, and speeches of each in-
dividual. My only difficulty is in believ-
ing that the pursuers are serious.

(Signed) “ [I. CockBURN."”

Still in the same case, Lord Moncreiff
says, ** Lentirely concur in Lord lvory's
opinion. And as the case of ordination
to the pastoral oflice, and collation, is
ruled by the statutes in terms equally
express and imperative with that of' the
deprivation or deposition of miniaters, I
must apply to the case bere raised upan
that subject the same additional observa-
tions which I have made in my opinion
in the case of Stra:hbogie. I must con-
fess that I am altogether unable to un-
derstand the principle on which it can be
thought possible for this court to sanc-
tion the demand wade by the pursuers
in their summons in this action. It in
reality amounts, in the first instance, to
a sentence of deposition or suspension
from the spiritual functions of the minis-
try, to be pronounced by the Court of
Session on the majority of the ministers
and clders of the Presbytery of the Church,
who have not been distranchised by any
legal process; and to the farther assump-
tion, in the second place, by this court,
of the power of ordaining to the holy mi-
nistry through the interveation of per-
suns who, by the very showing of the de-
mand itself, DO NOT CONSTITUTE A PRES-
BYTERY AT ALL. If this be compe .ent,
I know not what is incompetent, or
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what shred of spiritual indenendence is left
in the courts of the Established Church
of Scotland  And I nust own, that the
cause which leads to this extraordinary
measure, giving all the weisht which is
due to the decisions of this court and the
House of Lords, does notat all affeet my
opinion of the illegality and total incom-
petency of the course which it is now
proposed that this court should adopt.—
Accordine to any knowledge which 1
possess, either of ecclesiastical or of civil
law, it appears to _me to be impossible
that any lawful ordination to the office of
theaminis'ry can be thusobtained.
(Signed) «J. W. Mo~c:airr.”

This was all in vain. A tide had set
in*which was not to be restrained by the
barriers which former occupants of the
Judicial Bench bad respected. By a
majority of eight to five Judges, this ci-
vil court pretended to grant the spiritual
authority that was applied for: and, in
doing so0, assumed a supremacy in causes
ecclesiastical which, according to the sta-
tute quoted in an early part of this Ar-
ticle, the Sovereign herself does not pos-
sess in Scotland. But the Free Church,
amainst which as at that time the Estab-
lished Church of Scotland these assaults
were directed, would not allow the igno-
minious fetters to be fastened upon her.
She left the Court of Session to find
their compliant tools where they might;
and, renouncing temporalities which
were now to be enjoyed only on the con-
dition of servitude, her ministers were
willing a second time to become ¢ outed
ministers”, that they might be free to
obey Christ. The Establishment that
now is thinks it better to comply with
‘s the courses of the times.”

POSTSCRIPT.

It is high time now to deal with Mr.
Trotterabout his gross misrepresentations
of the conduct of the Westminster As-
scmbly of Divines, in reference to the
Confession of Faith. He says, ¢ The cle-
rical members of the Westmincter As-
sembly were generally speaking men of
the highest chbaracter and attainments,
and admirably qualified for the work en-
trasted to them, kad they been left entirely
%o thetr own judgments. But they deriv-
ed their authority from and werc under
the controul of tﬁe Long Parliament "—
This remark is made in order to prepare
the way for the expostion of a theory of
his, to the effect that the Assembly was
eontrolled by a prevailing influence of
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Erastianism, and that, however well qua-
lified the generality of the clerical mem-
bers were for the work entrusted to
them. we have not, in the Confession, the
expression of their own free judgment;
and particularly that the Articles of the
Contession on the extent of the magis-
trate’s power in reference to ecclesiasti-
cal affairs, wags all that could be gnt
through, not all that was wanted Mr.
Trotter tells us, “ In a constitutional mo-
narchy like that of Britain, the king isa
fiction, and acts only through aned by his
consiitutional agents  Though the go-
vermment is admimstered in his name, it
is by his Exceative Council  The coun-
try is delvaded in his name by his fleets
and armies, and were he to appear in

erson on a fickl of battle, he could not
awtully or constitutionally interfere with
the arrangements of the General. Jus
tice is administered in his name by hie
civil courts, and the Chureh is governed
in his name Ly his spiritual representa-
tives. ‘This was the theory of the Long
Parliament, and what is meant in Con-
fession of’ Faith chap xxiil. 3. is that the
magistrate shall exercise the power as-
signed to him, by and through the agen-
¢y of Synods assembled by his authority,
and acting in his name” That is, the
Assembly of Divines, who were summnon-
ed (hut not as an ecclesiastical court) by
the English Parlisment te give their ad-
vice in circumstances of great difficulty
—the Assembly who were commissicned
in the ordnance cailing them together,
‘ to confer and treat among themselves
of such matters and things tonching and
concerning the Licurgy, discipline, and
government of the Church of England,
or the vindicating and clearing of the
doctrine of the saize trom all false asper-
sions and misconstructions, as shall he
proposed to them by both or cither of the
said Houses ot Parliament, and no other,
and to deliver their opinions and adrices
of or touching the ma:ters aforesaid, as
shall be most agreeable to the Word of
God,”—that Assembly, every member of
which, on taking his scat, came under a
solemn vow “not to maintain any thing
but what he believes to be ruthin sin-
cerity, when discovered to him,"—that
Assembly who left not an inch of ground
for Erastianism to stand upon,when they
proclaimed, in the thirticth chapter of
the Confession, “ The Lord Jesus, as
king and hicad of his church, hath there-
in appoisted a government in the hand
of church-officers, distmet from the civil
magistrate ;” such an Assembly as that
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allowed themselves to be concussed, falsi-
fied their vows, stultified themselves, and
blazoned their shame tefore the world,
by placing, according to this view of the
twenty-third chapter of the Confession,
all church goverament in the hands of
the king, with this constitutional proviso,
that he shall * exercise the power assign-
ed to him, by and through the agency of
Synods assemnbled by his authority, and
acting in his name.”  Still further, Mr.
Trotter tells us that the General Assem-
bly of the Church of Scoiland, seeing
how ill it had fared with the interests of
the truth in the Westminster Assembly,
put every thing right, not by an open
and honest rejection of the unsvund doe-
trine—lor they allow that article to stand
without exception—but by a remark ap-
plied 10 a difterent part of the Confes-
sion; thercby, as Mr. Trotter would
have us believe, * denymg to the magis-
trate the power of calling Synods by
which on!y the Wes.minster Assembly
authorizeid him to rule the church.” In
other words, in the twen:y-third chapter,
they announce it as an article of their
faith that, according to the light of Gud's
word, a particular power belongs to the
civii magistrate; and. by the remark
which they have applied to the thirty
first chapter, they have eraftily deprived
him of tue means of exercising 1the power
which they had previously said belongs
10 him of dwine right  An ingenious
man is Mr. Trotter; and wondertully dis-
posed to practise on the creduli y of bis
readers.

This theory is evidently contemplated
with so much complacency by Mr. Tro:-
ter, that hc may have succeeded ia per-
suading himself of its truth: but it he
would for a time leave the regions of fie-
tion, and look at facts as historv records
them, he would sec a picture very differ-
ent from that which his fancy bas drawn.
His theory requires him to maintain that
there was a real disagreement beiween
the Scottish Comrmissioners* and the rul-
ing party in the Westminster Assembly ;”
and he relates a well known ancedote
concerning George Gillespie, in order to
show this  But the ancedote does not
show this. Every intelligent reader wust
sce thar what the anecdote shows is, that
the learncd Sclden was so completely an-
swered that he himself ackuowledged a
defeat. 1t in saying that Gillespie *con-
vinced many by his unanswerable argu-
meats,” Mr. Trotter wishes it to be un-
derstood that it was only some that were
convinced, and that still a ¢ ruling party”
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carried the point against the learning and
argument of the Scottish Commissioner,
he 1s misrepresenting the case altogether.
The decision of the Assembly was in ac-
cordance with the argument of Gillespic ;
and the views of the Scottish Commissi-
oners were the views entertatned by the
“ruling party” in the Westminster As-
sembly.

Of the entire number of those who were
summoned to the Westminster Assembly,
there were from sixty to eighty in ordi-
nary attendance. Some Episcopalians at-
tended at first, but these soon withdrew.—
The remainder were Preshyterians, Inde-
pendents, and Erastians; thedistinetive prin-
viple of this last class being. that church-go-
vernment and discipline are to be regulated
by the will of the civil magistrate.  There
were only ahont ten or twelve Independents;
and it was the anxiety of the majority to
carry them along with them i the various
conclusions which were come to, that occa-
sioned the most protracted discussions in
which they were engaged. The Erastiane
were still fewer than the Ind  cndents.—
Coleman was the only minister who was sn
out and out Erasiian. although Lightfoot oc-
casionally advocated the same views. These
were supported hy the learning of Selden,
the tact of Whitclock, who was also a mem-
ber of Parhament. and by what legal know-
ledge might have been possessed by Oliver
St. Johm, a Foiicitor.  Principal Baillic. ono
of the Commissiouers from Scotland, writing
to vr. Dickson, March 17th, 1646, and re-
ferring to the principle embodied in the
thirticth chapter of the Confession says,
“ We find it uecessary to say, ¢ That Christ
in the New Testament had instituted a
church-governmeat distinet from the civil,
10 be exercised by the affairs of the chureh,
without commission from the mugistrate.’ None
in the Asscmbly has any doubt of this truth
but one Mr. Coleman, a professed Erastian;
a man rcasonadly learncd. but stupid and
inconsiuerate, half a pleasant. and of small
estimation.” It is cvident from this, that’
notwithstanding the learning of Sclden and
Lightfout, the Erastians were the farihiest
possible from bLeing the “ ruling pary™ in
the Assembly.  Even thefew members vho
held these principles, scemed to look rather
to Parliament as the pince wheve their views
would meet with support.  In point of fact,
the Erastians were powerful in Parliament ;
and endeavoured to use theirinfluence there
against the views that were prevalent in the
Assembly. That Assembly, lowever, would
neither be hrow-beaten nor ontwatied  They
discharged their duty faithfully and ably ;
and, whether the advice might be accepted
by Paliament or not, dhey stated their own
convictions as to what were the traths of
God's Word on the different points snbmite
ted to their consideration.

Notwithstanding the exigences, therefore,
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of Mr. Trvotter's theory, it may be readily ad-
mitted  that his assertions concerning the
Westminster Assembly are notquite somuch
to be depended upon as the evidence of Prin-
cipal Baillie. 7The worthy Principal had no
theory to support, he writes from personal
observation, and he makes it very clear that
iu the Corfession of Faith the Assembly ex-
pressed their own independent judgment,
and that in that judgment the Commission-
ers from Scotlund fully concurred. Writing
to Mr. Dickson, 22nd September. 1646, he
says, * We have ended the Coufession of
Faith for the matter, and have perfected the
most half of it, nincteen chapters ; the other
seventeen, 1 hope, in ten ortwelve days will
be perfected, and so all be sent up to the
Houses. It will be, I hope, a very swed and
orthodor piece, much better than any Con-
fession yet extant, if the House of Commons
mangle itnoctous. Writing to Mr. George
Youag. December 1st, 1646, he says, * With
mnch ado we have gone through. atlast, the
rest of our Confession : the first part I sent,
to you three only, in Mr. David's letter long

a§o; the whole will go up to the House one
o

these days. and so to the press. It is ge-
nerally taken here for a gracious and brace
piece of work” Oan the 26th January, 1647,
he writes to William Spang, ** The thind
’E:Oim fof Uniformity)}, the Confession of

aith, I brought it with me, now in print,
as it was offered 1o the Houses by the As-
sembly, without considerable dissent of any.—
It is much cried ap by all, even many of our
greatest opposites, as the best Confession yet
extant; it 1s expected the Houses shall pass
it, as they did the Drectory, without much
debate.”  Finally. in his speech before the
General Assembly of the ¢ hureh of Scot-
land, giving an account of the labours of the
Commissioners at London, he says, “In your
ttird desire, the Lord made our success no
iess prosperous ; alarge Confession of Fuith
is perfected with far greater unanimity than
any living could have hoped for. among so
many learned divines, in so distempered a
place and so distracted a scason. L am con-
fident, if the judgment of many my wiser do
not deceive, this piece of work is so jine and
excellent, that whenever you shall bo picased to
look upon it, the sight of it shall draw from the
most censorious cye, a good acceptaiion.”

Tn a Letter which appeared iu the Preshy-
terian Witness of November ist, Mr. Troticer
repeats his assertion that the Scottish Com-
missioners, nobly contending for the excla-
sion of all Erastian tenets from the Confes-
sion, were “ overruled by the infinence of the
Long Parlinment, which controlied the As-
sembliy on all points which affected the power
of the magistrate.” Notsatisficd with this,
ke pretends to speak of the views entertained
by Alexander Headerson, as the master spi-
rit that ruled in tho Assembly 1647, as he
had influenced the Assembly 1638, and dares
to ascrine to that straightforward, bold, and
Troly man tha base trick by which, according
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to his theory, the Fiastian element which i
most erroneotsly supposes 10 be embodied
in the twenty-third chapter of the Confia.
sion. was to be prevented from operating —
Alexander Yiendaron died on the 19:h of
Angust, 1646,

——————

LETTER IFROM CAPE BRETON,
To the Editor of the Missionary Record of the
Free Church of' Nova Scotia.

Care Bretoy, Nov. 17, 1851,
REV. AND DEAR S1it.—

‘The people in the South Western parts of
this Island, have been not a little graiified
and eacouraged by secing the first fruts of
the Free Church College. The Rev. Mr.
Forbes. the first licentiate from that Instity-
tion. having arrived at the Strait of Canso
some weeks aro. and still continuing to la.
bour there assiduou<iy and with much ac-
ceptance. It would be very desirable if Mr.
Forbes could oceasionally visit some of the
other scitlements that are still vacant
throughout the Island.  Some of these nev-
er enjoyed the privilege of having a minis.
ter stationed among them, and others, the?
they once had ministers, have now, for se-
veral years, been without them.  An ocea.
sional visit. cepecially from 2 new comer,
would greatly encouraze the congregations
in thove settlements.  Cirenmstanees, how.
ever. at present. vender it very disieult for
Mr. Forbes to do much in the way of itine-
rating.  And perhaps it may, afterall, bo
weiicr to cultivate weil, a limniied field. than
to attempt daing a little here and there ov.
er teo extensiven surface.  Letus pray and
trust that Mr. Forles's Inbours in this quar-
ter. or wherever he may he settled as Pas
tor, may prove, not only acceptable to the
people. hut also. by the blessing of the Head
of the Church, instrumental in promoting
His cause. and the spiritual welfare of ma-
ny

We were greatly in need of an additional
Iabourer in this quarier. and even still more
labourers wouid be required to suppiy the
great spiritual destitution existing throngh
the i<land.  Not to speak of various Pres-
byterian <cttlements. of grenter or less ex-
tent, in the Northern and Lastern parts,
without :t clergyman of their own denomina-
tion within many miles of thein, look at the
laree tract of connwy in the south aud
South West corner of the island. and there
you find several settdements, some of themn
viry extencive and populous. with ouly one
seinary Iahourer—Mr. Stewart, St. George's
Channel—and e has no connection, as mi-
nister, with any settlement. except that in
wlich he 15 stationed—a field sufficiently
cxtensivecertainly for one man.  Supposing
that Mr. Forbes were to continue at the
Strait of Canso. and to supply the congre-
gation there, and also the one at River Iu-
hebitants,—there would still be abundant
raom for othor three ministera.

o
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. River Denis and Malagawatch. two
eontiguous settlements, with shout 60 fami-
lies, and two places of worship at the dis-
tance of about 10 miles from cach other —
These together wonid form & compactcharge
for one minister, and, were the people to u-
pite and do their duty, they couid supporta
minister.

2. Whyeogomah may be mentioned, the'
perhaps in the centre of the island. Here
there is 2 population of. 1 bilieve, npwards
of 500 familics. all Preshyieriaus amd adhe-
rents of the ¥ree Church. with two places
of worship. ‘Lhey enjoyved for 5 years the
scrvices of an able and devoted minister,
the fruit of whose Jabours is stitl to he scen.
but he left them 9 vears ago. and hitherto
they have failed in procuring another Pas-
tor. They are most anxiows to have one,
and arc ahle anud willing to support hiw,
and I have no doubt they would do it.

3. Grand River, Lochiomond. Flamboise,
&e., between the South side of the Bras d'Or
Lake aud the Atlanti..  This is a cluster of
settlements, contaming together considera-
bly above 200 fumilies, all DPreshyterians,
and with a very trifling exception, all pro-
fessod ndherents of the Free Church. They
ke + 2 places of worship, one on Grand Riv-
¢r, the other on Lochlomond. distant from
one another, 9 or 10 miles. Flamboise isat
3 considerable distance from both these
places of worship. being 20 miles from the
one 2t Grand River—not so far from the o-
ther were a voad opened up hetween then,
but at present the track, marked out by o
blaze, (i ., marks made with an axe va
trees here and there within sight of cakh o-
ther.} is often impassable. With the view
of applying for a minister, the people inthese
settiements have lately been trying what
they could make up among them for his
support. ‘They subscrived within a fraction
of £150 currency, and when it is considered
that this was subscribed for some wnknown
and unsecn minister, there is no doubt that
the £150 would be fully made up were the
minister to make his appearance and to prove
acceptable.

The greater number of these settlements
Ppossess a recommendation as ficlds of mi-
nisterial lnbour. not often found in other
parts of the colonics, viz., their being almost
or entircly free from the inter-mixture of o-
ther denominations. At the Strait of Cau-
s0 indced, besides Roman Catholics, there
are a few familics of various Protestant de-
nominations— Baptists, Methodists,Congre-
gationalists and Episcopalians—but no one
Protestant denomination able to support &
clergyman of their own, unless it be the ad-
kerents of the Free Church, who ave by far
the mos: numcrous party, indeed more so
than all the others put together.  Were the
Preshyterians on River Inhabitants to join
with them, the support of a minister wonld
b’ no heavy hurden on them. About half

s-et=ei- < River Inhabitantsare Ro-

189

man Catliolic—the I'resbyterian fumilics
aie zhout 30, and these, after trusting for a
consideratle time to great promises made
them by ti:e ouly deputation from the Es-
tabli=hed Church that paid a short visit to
the ialand—that a minister would be sent
them from that church, are now, I under-
stand. willing to join with the people of tho
Strant of Canso in receiving and supponing
2 Iree ¢ hurch minister.

A few Roman Catholic families are with-
in the settlement of River Denis, and a ve-
ry few of the heads of families express a
preference for the Established Church, bus
they would as readily do their part in sup-
porting a Free Church minister as the o-
thers. In Malagawatch, they are all Free
Church—the same in Whycogomah. Thero
may be a Popish fanily or two, bhut they
are lost in the crowd. In Grand River and
adjacent scttlements, there is not a singlo
family ofany other denomination than Pres-
byrterian. and though a few might prefer a
minister from the Estatlishment, none will
decline the services of 2 Free Churchman
or withhold his share of his support.

In some of these settlements, or in parts
of them, religions meetings are kept up on
the Faboath, and Prayer meetings on week
days, presided over either by Catechists or
other pious and carnest men. Notwith-
standing their disadvantages, a sprinkling
of Godly mcen, and some of whom it may
at least be said that they appear to be anxi-
ous Inquirers, will be found here and there.
>till, considering the spiritual destitution
that has cxisted so long in all those places,
it cannot be wondered at that upon the
wholc. religion should be in a languid state,
and that a very general coldness shonld be
met with, very discouraging to one accus-
tomed to the warmth and zeal to be fonnd
in some parts of Scodand. It is to be re-
membered that many among us, who are
now heads of {amilics. were either born in
this country,orcamehither when very young,
and grew up from childhood to manhood
without ever being accustomed to charch-
going hiabits, or to the regular observance
of Christian ordinances, so that in visiting
somg of those vacant scttlements, a stranger
might witness with surprise and even dis-
couragement, not a few violations of the
outward decency and propriety ducto paub-
lic worship. It is undcniable that many e-
vils have already resnlted from the want of
ministcrs, and thercfore of stated ordinan-
ces, and if the want continue much longer
unsupplied, it is to be feared that theso evils
will greatly increase. And yct whereis the
probability that much or any thing can be
done to supply the destitution, till young
men, trained in our own Institution, be rea-
dy to reccive calls?  Surely this should stir
up all to do their utmost in contribating to-
wards the rearing and cstablishing of that
Iunstitution, and lead all who deplore the
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destitution to pray for au espeeiul blessing
upon it.
Iam, &,
M. S.
—_—0
PROFESSORIAL FUEND.

In this number, we begin publishing the
Lists of this yewr’s subseriptions to the Pro-
fessorial Fund, waich have been received by
the Secretary of the College and Academy
Bouard. It appears to be not unnecessary
1o remind the friends of the Free Church
that it is in the Record. the oflicini organ of
the Church, that they are 10 Jook for these
notices.  Weanderstand that in some quar-
ters complaints have been made that the
Lists for last year have not been published.
In reference to this, we wonld press it up-
on our ministers that they owe to theChurch
the duty of making the Record known to
their people—that they onghito let the con-
tributors to she different¥unds of theChurch
Know that it is in the Record that their con-
tributions arc acknowledged—and that they
should urge upon those of their flock who
can afford it the duty of subscribing for the
Record ; that its circulationmay be extend-
ed, and informadon may correspoudingly be
diffused with respect to matter in which all
the friends of the Church ought to feel an
interest.

Those also who forward contributions, re-

nire to be reminded, that it is cssential to
the right administration of the affairs which
have been cnrrusted to them that correct
Lists be forwarded of the names of the par-
tics from whom <hecoutributions have come.
The duties of the Sceretary are necessarily
onerous. hut they have beenrendered much
more difticuit than need be, just from want of
attention to these matters. Contributions
have been lately received from differeut
quarters without the names of the contribu-
tors. 1t is hopud these will specdily be for-
wanled.

We have particular satisfaction in calling
attention to the first contributionin the Iast
published in this number. 1t bas been for-
warded from Mr. Donald Morrison. late of
Cape Breton, and now in Rocklands, State
of Maince. It must be truly cheering to the
friends of the Free Church in this Province,
to witness such aun ipstauce of ¢Christian }i-
berality, from one who is now in a foreign
land; and it is hoped the example may
have somc good iufiuence in reminding o-
thers that there is a tie which should still
biad them o the interests of the ¥Free
Church in the Lower Yrovinces.

————0

CALL TO THE REV. ADAMS. MUIR,

The congregation of Free St. Andrews
in St. Joha's, Newfoundland, have given a
unanimous call to the Rev. Adam 8. Muir
3 be their pastor.  His labours among them
eince the summer of 1849, when he
was apt out by the Colonial Commit-
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tee of the Free Church of Scotland,
to supply for & time that vacant charge,
have been most assiduous and efficient ; and
the congregation desire if possible to secure,
by having him settled as their stated pastor,
the continuance of services which they high-
ly appreciate.

0
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This number closes the first year of the
Record’s course.  Each numnber is so small
in itself that it will require two years to
make a volume. 1n the mean time, howe-
ver, as the number of copies thrown off ex-
ceeds the present number of subseribers, the
Committee for conducting the Record have
agreed that the surplus numbers be stitched
up in wrappers, so that parties wishing to
have the vear’s set complete, may bhave
them in this form for three shillings and
ninepeace. These may be obtuined at the
Book Store of Messrs, A. & W, McKinlay;
and as, in the circumstances, the number of
sets is necessarily limited, those who may
wish to avail themselves of the opportunity
of sceuring the year's numbers in & neat
form for future hinding should muke an car-
1y application.

There is much for which, in the conduct-
iny of the Record, we fecl that we need the
indulgence of our fricnds; but it is hoped
they will consider that we are just fecling
our way. Those also throughout the Low-
¢r Provinces from whom either direct com-
munications, or materials for forming Arti-
cles should have come, it is hoped, will, in
future, be more alive o the duty which is
incumbent on them; and that communica-
tions will increase. ' We are persuaded thay
it would be casy to furnish many Articles
such as the inieresting onc from Cape Bre-
ton published in this number; and it must
not be forgotten that wants must be made
known, in order that any rcasonable ex-
prectation may be eutertained of haviny these
wants suppiicd.

Extracts from other kindred periodicals
have been hitherto few and short. not only
hecause, for cconomy, the pages of cach
number are fow, but also because a questi-
on havivg been forced upon us as to the
propriety of our conduct, and distinctive po-
sition, us a Free Church in this Province. it
seemed necessary to devote what otherwise
would have been a disproportionate share
of our space to the Remarks on the answer
of the Preshyterian Synod, to the Letter of
the Free Synod declining the Union. It
seemed necessary, in order to enjoy the con-
fidence of our people in the management of
the different affairs in  which we _ solicit
their aid, that the charges of inconsistency,
duplicity, and dishonesty, which had been
freely heaped upun the Symod, should be
repelled; and, however unpleasant the task
may br, we have not the slightest donbt that
when the matter shall have been fairly and
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fuliy exhibited, it will be seen that, in the
course  which they have pursued. the ¥ree
Synod have acted the part which became
them as honest men and faithful guardizos
of the interess of the trath.

Inorder.however.that the Recordmay bean
efficient in~trument in the accomplishment
of the various objects for which it has been
started. more earnest means must he em-
ployed for sceuring its circulation. Noton-
ly every minister, tut every member of the
Free Church ought to lend his aid that it
may be mare extensively known, and that it
mny be found at length cecupying us pro-
per place in, at least. all the fawmilies of all
our congregations.

Cocatributions to the Profes-
sorial Fund.
Donation from Mr. Donald Mor-

rison, Rocklands, State of
Muine, formerly of C.Breton £2 0 0

Loch Lomond, C.B.

Mr. Dongall McDougall, col.

Angus Bethune £0

Angus McDonald

Donald McDonald

John Morrison, Senr.

John McKiggan

John McCuish

Donald Morrison, Tailor

John Morrison, Junr.

Malcolin McKinnon

Donald Mc(Cuish

Neil McCuish

Alexander Chisholm

Archibald McCuish
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£2 3 0}
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COW BAY, C. B.
Mrs. Donald McAulay, col.

Jessic McDonald £0 3 9
Mr. William Buchanan 5 5
Widow Mclcan 1 6}
Widow McDonald 1 10}
Mr.& Mrs. Donald McAunlay 76
Widow McLellan 1 6%

£1 1 %

Miss Isabella Ross, col.

Mrz. John Donald 1 3
Donald Ferguson 1 8
Angus Camphell 1 6}
Donald McAulay 1
Widow McCuish 1 6}
Alexander McCuish 1 Sg
Neil Campbell 1 4
Donald McDonald 1 10}
Mr. & Mre. Donald Ross 5 0
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Mrs. Donald McDonnld, col.
Donald McDonald ® s
Donald McDonald 110
Angus McDonald 1 Gi
John M¢Rury 1 3
Dounald McDonald 1104
Hugh Nicholson 11
Anpus Martin 1 8}
Angus McDonald 3 13
Duncan Morrison 3 1}
T

Mrs. Augus McAulay, col.

Miss Sally McLeod 1 4%
Peggy Meleod 1 4
Mrs. Archibald McLcod 3 9
Alex. McAulay & Sister 3 9

Mr. & Mrs. Angus MeAulay 6 64
16 9

Total, £4 3 24

Doxarp Ross, Treasurer.

RIVER DENNIE, C. B,
Neil McUist £0 1
Widow McPhail
John Mclntosh
Norman McIntosh
Mrs. Donald McLeod
Donald McLennan, Tailor
Mrs. Angus McLean
Widow McLeod
Noiman MecKenzie
Ewen Cameron
Mrs. E. Cameron
Archy McLean
Johu McLennan, Roy
Duncan McLennan
Mrs. John McKenzis
Donald Cumming
Malcolm McLeod, col.
James Cumming
Jobn Kenuedy, cooper
Hugh McLennan, col.
James Cumming, Mason
Mrs. Mathesou
Alex. Matheson, Local Treasurer

£3
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TMAINADIEY, C. B.
(Catherine McDonald, col.

Angus Ferguson £ 7 0
Peter Ferzuson 4 ¢
John McDonald 4 0
Angus McDonald 6 0
£1 1 0

Mrs. Charles McDonald, col. 30
Donald McDonald 2 6
John McDonald 1 6
Neil Morrison 20
John McDonald 19
Ewea McDonald 16
Angus McDonald 8 0
Alexander McDonald 50
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Donald MceDonald t 9
Jusepl. Likens 13
Neil McCuish 2 3
Widow Flora MeDonald 1 6
Mrs. Angus Me Viear 1 9
Sancly MeDonald t 9
Angus Melonald 1 3
Archibald McLean 2 6
£1 16 3

PARBSEORO.

Miss Caroline E. Davidson, col.
James Welden

Thomas B. Davidson

George Potier

Edward Vickery

=]

£0
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&

X. Yorke 3
A Friend 3
Stephen A. Russell 3
Caroline E. Davidson 3
A Friend 7%
‘Torence Mclugh 13
£013 1}

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.
The following sums have been received
for the Schemes of the Church :—
I. Syxop Fyso.
Wallace £1 8 7}
VL Currext Exrevscs or COLLEGE
AND ACADEMY,

Chalmers’ Church £3 0 0
W. 8. STERLING, Zreasurer.
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