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PLAINS oF JERICHO,

Jericho,

BY THE REV. GEO. J, BOND, B.A.

Leaving Gilgal, weTr:velled first to the site
of ancient Jericho, the famous city of Palm

Trees, whose strong walls fell by the power of
Omnipotence, without a single stroke from the
host who so strangely encompassed it. It is
now a heap utterly desolate, with little to indi-
cate ite site but a few traces of ancient founda-
tions, From the mound on which it stood one
looks out over a cheerless, uncultivated waste
of what was once, and could be made again, by
proper cultivation and irrigation, a scene of
marvellous beauty and fertility. Before us, to
the west, rise the heights of the Judean wilder-
ness, the highest point of which, Mount Quar-
antania, is the traditional scene of our Lord’s
Temptation.

At the foot of the mound on which the an-
cient city was built springs the fountain of Ain-
es-Sultan, as the Arabs call it, the Fountain of
Elisha, as travellers call it ; which is undoubt-
edly the spring whose bitter waters were made
sweet by the g‘rophet, at the request of the
inhabitants of the city.

From Elisha's Fountain, we turned once
more our faces toward Jerusalem, and rode u|
the long, steep and sinuous pathway—the
spoken of by our Lord in the Parable of the
man who went down from Jerusalem to Jericho
and fell among thieves, and the Good Samaritan
who relieved him. It was a toilsome climb,
and the heat was most oppressive, though every
hundred yards of ascent brought us very per-
ceptible relief, as we exchmgeﬂ the close All:'eof
the valley for the brighter, breezier atmosphere
of the hills, We had a noon-tide halt by a
well-side for lunch, and a halt for half an hour
at Bethany, to visit the reported tomb of Laza-
rus, and the site of the house of Simon the
Leper; and then in the bright, sunny afternoon
we rode over the summit of Olivet, and stop-
ging awhile to meditate in Gethsemane, and

rink from the Pool of Siloam, reached at
length our quarters on Mount Zion,

— s

‘“Give, and it shall be given you."”

As an illustration of Christian patience, Mr.
Spurgeon says: ‘‘The anvil breaks a host of
hammers by quietly bearing their blows,”
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Entertainments.

Tae subject of entertainments is one that is
often involved in much difficulty. An enter-
tainment that does not entertain is very pro-
perly voted a failure. Hence there is a danger
of, in order to be entertaining, introducing
frivolous and even foolish features, Now, there
is no need for this—none whatever. With the
whole range of English literature before us
from which to choose, with the whole range of
song and music, there is no excuse for introduc-
ing silly features in connection with Sunday-
school or Epworth League entertainments.
The religious character of these institutions
may be compromised and incalculable injury
done by the introduction of some objectionable
feature.

It is a delicate subject to arrange the pro-

me, The kind friends who generously
offer their services for the most part, of course,
make their own selections, and frequently
nothing is known of their character t | they
are lung:)r lg‘oken before the audience. Some-
times through a lack of good taste, selections
are given which are utterly unworthy of the
time and place. 1f the principle were nggrnd
that a committee in charge must know before-

hand the character of the selection, it could give
no offence in its special application. And that
committee ought to be strong ¢nough and have
backbone enough, corteously, kindly, but firmly,
to rule out everything that is objectionable.
Remember that you are the custodians of the
character and reputation of the League, of the
Sunday-school, of the Church. Nothing should
be done or said that would abate our reverence
for reli%ioul institutions or for the house of
God. We are not opposed to humor. If it be
refined and have some point and moral signifi-
cance, it can be a most effective means to point
the moral or adorn the tale.

The mistake is often made of having too much
programme. In social meetings, we are in-
clined to think, the less formal programme
there is the better. Let the people do their
own speech-making, they will like it better, let
them go around and get acquainted, let those
who are musical crowd around the piano and
sing glees, snatches, or some of our matchless
hymns, A committee appointed for the pur-
pose should go around to find out strangers and
make them acquainted, and try to win them to
the more spiritual services, the weekly prayer-
meeting, claes-meeting, and other meauns of

. The Epworth League is doing much to
solve the entertainment question, it is giving
increased dignity and moral significance to even
the amusements and recreations of the people.

Tell the Dear Saviour.

BY LLEWELLYN A, MORRISON,

«Tux Centurion said unto Him, Lord, my
servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, griev-
ously tormented. And Jesus saith unto him :
1 will come and heal him.” Marr. 8. 5-13.

Tell the dear Saviour, my brother; just mention
The troubles that come to thy home ;
No need for thee then to demand His attention,
Or press Him in mercy to come.
Enough if thou tell Him the wrongs that op-
press thee ;
Or mclalntion by message the griefs that distress
thee

ee.
His answer will cover thy need; He will bless

thee,
And thou shalt be glad in the Lord.

Tell the dear Saviour, my brother ; His healing
Will promptly come in at thy word,

If it—a full faith in His power revealing —
Shall trust for the help of thy Lord.

No fear, if thou ask Him, that Jesus will shun

thee ;
His f\;llno’u revealed to thy weakness hath won
thee
To u;k for His fevor ; such good He hath done
thee
That now thou art glad in the Lord.
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Tell the dear Saviour, my brother; His measure
Of succour for thee is thy faith
To grant all surcease from their pain is Hie
pleasure ;
His dying redeemed them from death.
Go tell Him thy burden, for friends that are

weary ;

Disclose all the darkness in homes that are
drur{;

And He, by thy faith, will come in and make
cheery,

They ail shall be glad in the Lord.
Tell the dear Saviour, my brother; beside thee
He waits for thy bidding to-day ;
Thouih bonds and imprisonments both may
abide thee

His love can illumine the way.
Though darkness come down, and though sin

may appal thee,

Yet .‘:ﬁ iﬁp;{il ke’eplng no harm can befall
thee ;

Just t:ll Him thy need and in love He will call

thee
And keep thee ; 80 glad in the Lord,
— The Eims, Toronto,

Kugp yourselves in the love of God.

To the Teacher Who is Habitually'
Absent From His Class.

(From The Worker's Monthly of London.}

DEAR 8ir,—You have been absent from your
Sunday-school class mu?' times during the
past fifty-two weeks. If you had only been
absent once or twice, or if you had made a
strenuous effort to provide a substitute when
absent, I would have no message to send you ;
but you are one of those teachers who come
when you feel like it, and stay away when you
feel inclined, and yet who never offer to resign,
80 that a more faithful man may be found to
| take your place.

You are a tribulation to the superintendent
—a rock of offence to the school, and a stum-
bling-block to every young Christian. I speak
strongly ; for you are a hard case, and soft
words would be wasted on you. Iam forced
to believe, from your actions, that no motive
sufficiently high influences you as a teacher.
i You are not thus spasmodic and uncertain in
your business; you are found at your work
promptly on Monday morn.i&g, and every other
morning—you are rarely afflicted with a cold
80 grievous that you cannot make a day's wage.

(Continued on page $88,)

OPENING SERVICE.

1. BiLeNoE,

11, RespoNsive SENTENOES,

Brpr.  Give unto the Lord the glory Jdue unto his

name ;
Worship the Lorl in the beauty of loli-
ness.

Ronoor, As for me, T will come into thy house in
the multitude of thy merey: and in
thy fear will I worshiptoward thy holy
temple.

Know therefore this day, and consider it
in thine heart, that the Lord he is God
in heaven above, and upon the earth
beneath,

Scuoor. Who will have ali men to be saved, and
to come unto the knowledge of the
truth,

For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus,

Bomoor. Let us therefore ecome boldly unto the
throno of grace, that we may obtain
merey, and find grace to help in time
of need,

111 Sinewve.

IV, Tae Arosries’ Creep, or Tue Ten Con-

MANDMENTS,

V. Praver, followed by the Lord’s Prayer in

coneert,

V1. ReaprNe Scrierure Lussow.

Buer,

Burr,

OPENING AND CLOSING SERVICES.

LESSON SERVICE.
I. Crass Stupy o THE LEsson.

11, Rineine Lesson Hyuw,

111, Recrramioy or Tirek, Gorven Texr, Ouvr-
LiNE, AND DocTRINAL SrecEsTioNn by the
school in concert,

IV. Review AND APPLICATION OF Tus Lesson by
Pastor or Superintendent,

V. Tue SupPLEMENTAL Lrsson.*

V1. AxvouNcEmeNTs (especially of the Church
service and week-evening prayer-mecting).

CLOSING SERVICE.
1. SineiNe,

11. ReeponsiveE BENTENCES,

8ver.  Take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul
diligently, lest thou forget the things
which thine eyes have seen, and lest
they depart from thy heart all the
days of thy life,

Scroor, | will delight myself in thy statutes: I
will not forget thy word,

What doth the Lord thy God require of
thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to
wulk in all his ways, and to love him,
un | to serve the Lord thy God with all
thy heart and with all thy soul.

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the
glory of thy name : and deliver us,and
purge away our sins, for thy name’s

sake,

111, DismiseAr.

* Bpecial lessons in the Church Catechism should
here be introduced.

Ruer,

AL,
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[NTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN.

A. D. 26.]

LESSON 1. THE WORD MADE FLESH.

(July 5.

GOLDEN TEXT. The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. John 1. 14.

Authorized Version.
John 1. 1=18; [ Commit to memory verses 11-13.)

|

I In the beginning was the Word, and the Word |

was with God, and the Word was God,

9 The same was in the beginning with God.

3 All things were mude by him; and without
him was not any thing made that was made.

4 In him was life; and the life was the light of
men.

5 Anud the light skineth in durkness; and the

darkness comprehcnded it not.

6 There was t man sent from God, whose name

was John,

7 The same came for n witness, to bear \\'\!I.I\':&a |
of the Light, that all men through him might
|

believe,

8 Ile was not that Light, but was sent to bear |

witness of that Light. i
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every
wan that cometh into the world,

10 He was in the world, and the world was wade |

by him, and the world knew him not.

11 He came unto his own, and his own received
him not,

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he
sower to become the sons of God, ezen to them that

slieve on his name:

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the
willl of the flesh, nor of the will of mun, but of
God,

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt |
L

among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory
of the nn‘,\' begotten of the Father,) full of grace
and truth.

& 1 i ¢ |
15 John bare witness of him, and eried, saying, |

Thix was he of whom I spake, Ie that cometh after
me ix preferred before me; for he was before me.

16 ‘\ml of his fullness have all we received, and
grace for grace,

17 For the law was given by Mo'ses, but grace |

and truth came by Je'sus Christ,

18 No man hath seen God at any time ; the only
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father,
he hath declared Aim.

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The in- |

carnation of Christ,

HOME READINGS.

M. The Word made flesh.  John 1, 1-9
Tu. The Word made flesh,  John 1, 10-18.
W. A mission of merey. lsa. 42, 1-7.

Th. A Saviour. Luke 2. 8-17.
F. Condescension. Phil. 2. 5-11.

. The Light of Life. 1.John 1.
8. Life of the world. 1 .John 5. 1-12.

LESSON RYMNS,

No. 5, New Canadian Hymnal.
All hiail the power of Jesus' name!

Revised Version.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. Thesame
3 was in the beginning with God.  All things were
made by him; and without him was not any
4 thing wade that huth been made. In him was
5 life; and the life was the light of men. And the
light shincth in the durkness and the darkness
5 apprehended it not.  fhere cume a man, sent
7 from God, whose name was John. The same
came for witness, thut he might bear witness of
the light, that all might believe through him.
Ie was not the light, but came that he might
9 bear witness of the light, There was the true
light, even the light which lighteth every man,
) coming into the world, Ie was in the world,
and the world was made by him, and the world
knew him not. 1le cemmue unto his own, and
they that were his own reecived him not, But
as many as received him, to them gave ho the
right to become children of God, even to them
3 that believe on his name : which were born, not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God. And the Word be-
came flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld
his glory, glory as of the only begotten from
5 the Father), full of grace and truth. Joln
beareth witness of him, and erieth, saying,
This was he of whom I said, He that cometh
after me is become before me : for he wus be-
3 fore mo. For of his fullness we all received,
7 and grace for grace. For the law was given by
Mo'ses ; grace and truth came by Je'sus Cw ‘st
No man hath seen God at any time; the culy
bhegotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared kim.

No. 9, New Canadian Hymual.

There is no name 8o sweet on earth.

No. 11, New Canadian Hymnal,
Take the name of Jesus with you.

DOMINION HYMNAL.

Hymns, Nos, 2, 35, 12,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Word was God, v. 1.5,
What does John say was ““in the beginning ™
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With whom was the Word ¢

What was the Word ¢

Of what was he the creator

Of what is he the fountain ¢

Where does the light of life shine ¢

Do men receive it gladly ¢
2. The Word became Man, v. 6-13,

What was the name of the man whom God scnt
1o bear witness of the Light ¢

Was he believed to be the true Light ¢ (Aets 19,
1-6.)

Who was the true Light ¢

1= any man out of reach of salvation ¢

How did the world regard the 8on of God when

he came
Who were “ his own "
How did they regard him ¢
What did he give to those that received him ¢
What is it to receive Jesus ¢
How are these men said to have been born ¢

3. The Word Reveals the Father, v. 14-18,

Was Jesus really God ¢

What did John the Evangelist say he had beheld
in Christ?

Of what was the Word full ¢

What was John the Baptist's testimony concern-
ing Christ

What is the meaning of ** grace for grace ¢

Through whom did God give divine law to men ¢

Through whom did God reveal divine grace to
men 1

Why has no man seen God at any time ¢

Who has really revealed God to human hearts ¢

What is meant by “in the bosom of the Fu-
taerd™

Practical Teachings.
Where does this lesson teach us that—
1. God’s love is as great as his power, and nei-
ther knows measure nor end ¢
2. Moral darkness cannot comprehend the light
of God
8. Men are responsible for their rejection of' di-
vine life?
4. Our natures must be changed by the 8pirit of
God ?
5 We cannot be raved without Christ’s inter-
cession ¢
6. In Christ there is enough for all, enough for
each, enough for evermore ¢

Hints for Fome Study.
Read the accounts given by the other evangelists of

the preaching of John the Baptist.

Read the account of *‘ the glowy of the only bexothn 4
which John saw. (The transfiguration, )

Read the account of the borrowed glory which irradi-
ated Moses's face when he came down from the mount.

QUESTIOVH FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,
1. The Word was God, v. 1-5.
What three things are here said about the Word ¢
With whom did the Word at first dwell
What is said about his power?
What does Paul say was made by him¢ (Col.
1 14,)
Where did the light shine?
How well was it understood
2. The Word became Man. v. 6-13.
What messenger is here spoken of
For what purpose was John sent ¢
To whom was he to bear witness ¢
Who is the true Light of the world ¢
On whom does the true Light shine ?
What three things does verse 10 say about the
| Light?
i To whom did the Light come and was rejected ¢
| What blessing came to all who received it?
How were these born ¢
3. The Word Reveals the Father, v. 14-18,
What says the Gorvex Text about the Word ¢
What glory was thereby revealed ¢
What was John's testimony to the Word ¢
What did he say about fullness and grace
What about Moses and Jesus ¢
Who has ever seen God ¢
Who only has revealed him ¢
Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That Jesus was God ¢
2. That Jesus was a man ¢
3. The only way to the Father ¢

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find to whom the coming of Johu was foretold,
What disciples of John left him to follow Jesus ¢
Who beheaded John ¢

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What ix Jesus ealled in this lesson? The
Word,

What is a word? ‘T'hat which serves to ex=
press a thought,

What thought of God does Jesus express to us¢
Love.

Who is Jesus, the Word?!  The great God.

What did he bring to earth ¢ Life and light.

In what may we see the light of nis love? fn
his life for us,

Who was sent to te'. about Jesus? John,

Waus John the true light! Noj he was a
witness of that Light.

Who would not reccive Jesus as the Lightt

| The Jews, his own people,
Did any reccive him{ Yes3 a few.
What power did he give to them? Power to
| become sons of God.
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Who was made flesh and lived among us? Jee | doar friend! And when we arc away from those

sus, the Word. : we love most, how glad we are to got a letter con-

Who came to bring God's law to us? Moses. taining words of love!

Who came to show God's loveto us?  Jesus. | God spoke many loving words to his children on

How did he show that love? By living and i earth, At last he sent a living Word, Jesus, to
dying for us. show his great love! Jesus is God's Word to n«,

Do we watch to hear what that Word says to us?
Words With Little People.
THE WORD OF GOD.
How good it is to hear loving words spoken by a

Whisper Motto.
“God speaks to me, and T will hear.””

General Statement.

We turn from the Old Testament to the Neow, from King Zedekiah to John the Baptist, yet our first
step is not forward, but backward, The fourth gospel takes its station, not with the first and the third,
at the cradle of Christ, but at the beginning of time, The writer seoms to bo standing upon the newly
created world, and as he turns his eyes back into the durkness of the past he beholds One living as the
Word of God, sharing in the divine nature before the universe began to be. By his hand the worlds
were shaped and swung in spuce, and by him, long before man came, man’s ransom was provided. Ie
is the Light which, coming into the world, lights every man, The days of his incarnation draw near,
and the messenger comes forward. John the Baptist appears to bear witness, not to himself, but to One
greater, who, though following him, was nevertheloss before him in rank. After him appears the Word
himself,; God’s Son in mortal flesh. e comes to his own nation, n nation prepared by twenty centurics
of training, yet he is rejected. Only a fow out of the multitudes recognize him as the Light of the
world, and these few receive as their reward the adoption of sons in the kingdom of God. The apostle
pauses in his story to tell of the fullness which they reccive, and the grace which is lavighed upon them
—grace added to grace. God was indeed revealed dimly in the ancient days, but in the manifestation
of Jesus Christ he is shown in all his glory.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. The beginning. Before ull history. | God, there is more than one personality in God.
The Word, Asa word ix the usuul expression | (2) God's love is as cternal as his power.  Tho di-
of men’s thoughts toward cach other, so Jesus | vine attribute which was manifested on Calvary
Christ is the expression of God's thought toward | dates buck as far as that manifested on Sinai.
men. In ordinary life actions are said to speak 3. All. A grand word,” says Bengel, ‘* by
louder than words; and in truth the actions of | which the whole universe is denoted.”  Were
great men are the only adequate utterance of the | made, The Greek student will note that a differ-
causes they represent,  That the term Word” | ent verb is used in this verse from that in the pre-
had been previously used in somewhat similar | ceding verses, Hitherto the word is * was 3"’ now
sense by Greek and Hebrew writers is interesting, | it is ¢ began to be.” By him. The New Testa-
but not important. Jesus alone was the Word of | ment uniformly declares that (3) Christ is always
God. It is still more interesting to note that John | the executor of his Father's will. Comp. Luke 2.
the Baptist is described as «q voices” Jesus, as | 49 John 5. 22, 23, 27 6, 87, 44, 573 8. 28, 42 10,
“the Word.,” WithGod ... sod. This | 20; 14, 10; 17. 18, 245 1 Cor. 15. 27, 285 Phil, 2.
is, as Dr. Abbott has suid, an unfuthomable mys- | 93 Col. 1. 195 Mark 10, 40. Not any thing
tery. The doctrines of the individuality of the | made, Literally, *“not cven one thing.” John
Word, as distinet from God, and of the identity of | takes ground against those thinkers, ancient and
the Word with God, are not eaxy to be reconciled | modern, who assert that matter is eternal, Ho de-
by the human wind. We can apprehend God— | clares that every being and every atom in the uni-
his unity and his trinity—for both conditions of | verse came from the creative hand of the Son of
his being are plainly stated in his word but no | God.
mortal can comprehend him.  Efforts to explain 4. In him was life, The Greck word heroix
this mystery add to it. Thix, at least, is plainly | used in the New Testament exclusively of spiritual
set forth : (1) Our Lovd was trely and essentially | life, never of animal life. This verse, therefore,
divine; * not merely godlike in that loose sense | means that Christ is the source of divine life
in which great men and their great thoughts and | among men. The light, The revelation of .
deeds are sometimes spoken of as being ¢ divine.”” | Christ glimmered  in the dawn of the ol
—Cowles, Testament, and blazes in the glorious noontide of

2. In tie beginning with God. A repeti- | the Gospel. Of men. Not of Hebrews merely,
tion of the second clause of the preceding verse to | Lut of all men in every age and every olime.
emphasize the truth that while there is but one | (4) “ The Word is the going forth of God to the
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human soul.”"— Watkins. (5) “God, in Christ, is
the great and sole life-giver—the infinite fountain
of all ueeded blessings—physical, intellectual, and
spiritual,"—Cowles,

5. The light shineth in darkness. Christ
has revealed himself constantly, by creation, by
providence, by the strivings of the Spirit, by the
course of events, by the revelutions of prophets,
and by the dim intimation of ¢ven the heathen
consciousness, The darkmess, The durkness
of sin und ignorance, which has enshrouded the
world in all uges,  Even among God's chosen peo-
ple there were but few who saw the light of truth,
and in Christian lands true believers are still in
the minority. Comprehended it not. Rev,
Ver., ‘“‘apprehended it not.”  They did not
even recognize that it existed.  As the light of a
lamp in a fog by night is repelled by the dark and
the damp, so the Light from above, shining upon
dark souls, finds its benignant rayxs rejected,

6. There was a man, Rev, Ver, “there
came a man ;" literally, “began to be a man,”
in contrast with the eternal Word, Sent
from God. The word translated “sent” is that
from which comes ““apostle,” and this might read
“a man apostled from God 3 divinely appointed
for a special work. Whose name was John,
In the other gospels the two Johns are carcfully
distinguished as ¢ John the Baptist” and * John
the brother of Jumes.”  The fourth gospel names
only one John ; its author never refers to himself by
naime,

7. The same. This John wus the son of
Zacharias and Elisubeth, and second cousin to Je-
#us, who was six months younger. Ife was born
in Judea, grew up in the desert, und proclaimed in
the wilderness by Jordan the speedy appearance of
Christ.  For a witness, Rather, as in Revised
Version, * for witness;™ not to be a witness by
seeing, but to bear witness by testimony. Of the
Lights That ix, of Ilim who has been already
declared to be the Light of men. Might believe,
Might se¢ Christ as the Light and accept him as
their Life, and trust in him as their Saviour.
(8) Every Christian has a similar commission to
that of Johu ; we are all * sent to bear witness,”

the Evangelist lived there were still a few who
were inclined to place John the Baptist on an
equality with the Saviour; hence this emphatic
declaration from one who had been a disciple of
the Baptist. Sent to bear witness. (7) The
weightiest testimony is that of personal experience.
9. That was the true Light. Trueis here
opposed, not to the * fulse,” but to the *“ imper-
fect.” As the light of the sun is greater than the
light of the moon, so was Christ’s light greater
than John's, Lighteth every man. (8) There
6 not asoulon earth which has not received some
light from Christ. (9) God deals with men as in-

| dividuals, not in masses. 'That cometh into

the world. Rather, ‘‘ coming into the world ;”
the clause refers to Christ, and not to *every
man.”  Christ, coming into the world, brings life
to every man. *

10. He was in the world. Perhaps this
verse refers to the presence of the Word in the
world before the advent.  He was *“in the world
by his spiritunl presence, but the great mass of
mankind cherished no spiritual aim.  (10) Most
men find what they seek, and few seek God.

11. His own, This divine Landlord came to
his earthly estates, and his chosen tenants rejected
him,

12. Asmany as received him. * Reccived
him " is literally * took hold of him,” appropriated
him by faith as their Saviour. (11) Salvation is
conditioned on human will. Power to become.
The right to claim sonship. Soms of God. In-
heritors of the divine nature; heirs, as well as
children, of God.  Them that believe ou his
name,. ‘‘To Lelieve on” ix to trust one's selfto.
One believes on a bridge who walks upon it} one
believes on Christ who depends his hope of salva-
tion on him,

13, Which were born. That is, born as
sons of God—continuing the thought of the last
verse. Not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man. Natural birth
comes about that way, but, as Tertullian says, * A
Christian mother docs not give birth to a Christian
child.” Parents may lead their children to Christ,
but no process of earth can make a Christian, In
contrast to this the old Jews regurded descent from
Abraham as a sure passport to heaven. But of
God. ‘‘The sonship of believers is all of God.
As many as receive Christ, God receives into son-
ship—brethren of Christ.”—Cowles.  (12) Only
the Spivit of God can change our faulty natures.

14. The Word was made (Rev. Ver., *“ be-
came”) fleshe Was born as a human being.
It is not likely that the apostles understood any
better than do we the mysterious union of the
Godhead and manhood which they positively

! recognized in Christ. Dwelt among us. He
“tented with us "—stayed awhile. His glory,
8. He was not that Light. When John |

That brilliant flame which in early times abode in
the holy place of the tabernacle, and which en-
robed our Lord on the night of the transfiguration,
As of the only begotten of the Father.
Just the sort of glory which any one having a true
conception of the character of God the Father
might expect to be shown forth by God’s Son—not
a glory of scepter and chariot and palace, but of
deeds of love, words of grace, and divine sclf-
surrender. Full, Notice that this clause is con-
nected, not with the one immediately preceding it,
but with the former part of the verse, Trath
includes all justice ; grace includes all merey.

15. John. The Baptist, already named in

———————————
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verse 6, Cried, saying. Doubtless what fol-
lows is & y of John's hing concerning
Christ; but the apostle seems to dwell upon one
passionaie  declaration of the Baptist, which
marked an epoch in his own life, and which ix
slluded to again in verses 27 and 30. After me.
In time. Before me. In eternity. My sue-
cessor is my predecessor, " — Hengestenbery. Christ
made little headway as a public teacher until
after John's imprisonment ; but every disclosure of
the divine nature made to Abruham and Moses
and other Hebrew worthies was really a manifes-
tation of this same eternal Word.

16. And. *Becuuse.,” This verse does not
belong to John the Baptist's testimony, but is the
gospel-writer's comment. His fullness, Tix
exuberant grace; the overflow of his divine nat-
ure. ANl we. The testimony of the Baptist is
confirmed by the experience of Il believers,
Grace for grace. ‘‘Grace upon grace.” This
phrase may mean, * For the less grace of the (n|
Testament we have received the greater gruce of
the New Testament;” or, *‘ Each grace, though
when given large enough, is, as it were, over-
whelmed by the accumulation and fullness of that

. which follows.” (18) There is abundant provivion
made in Christ for the conversion and spiribual
" development of everysoul. (14) Christian expers-
ence, founded on faith in Christ, includes a con-
tinuous reception of grace from Christ.

17. The law “is the expression of absolute
justice, which in itsclf knows not grace mnor
mercy."'— Whedon. Was given by Moses.
As God's agent or messenger. Grace and truth,
The *“ truth ” revealed the *grace.” Came by
Jesus Christ. Notice the change from “ was
given.”  Christ was not simply the earliest gospel
messenger, he was its Author and Giver, (15) Let
us he profoundly grateful that we livein the full
linht of the Gospel.

18, No man hath seen God. Not because
no man has tried to see him, but because man, in
his nature, is unable to comprehend the inflnite
One. Atany time, Better, “ever yet;" some
shall “see” him hereaftar.—Plummer, He hath
declared him. God acts as his own interpreter.
We know more of God from the Old Testament
than from all the rest of ancient literature and all
human philosophy ; but we know infinitely more of

. God from the New Testament than from the Old.

CAMBRIDGE NOTES.*

BY REV. JAMES HOPE MOULTON, M.A.

The origin of the doctrine of the eternal Word
(Logos) has, we have seen, a serious bearing upon
the authorship of the Gospel. The phrase is not
explained, and must, therefore, have been fumiliar
to St. John's original readers.  Probably he gives
here the matured results of his thought and teach-

ing during many years, and in any case he must

have started from terms well known in the Jewish
and  Christian  world.  Whence came they?
Through Philo, is the answer often regarded as
self-evident. This great Jewish philosopher of
Alexandria (born about 20 B. C.) is full of the
idea of a divine Logos, ““ through whom the world
was created.” But the careful study of Philo
ghows that he hus taken a Hebrew idea and
clothed it in Greek philosophy. Unlike its He-
brew equivalents, Zogos means *“ reason” as well
a8 “word,” and the ambiguity is the starting-
point of Philo’s system, The Old Testament con-
ception of wisdom (Joh 28; Prov. 8, ete.; comp. 1.
Cor. 1. 24) is an element traceable alike in Philo
and in St. John. but there are few other links of
thought.  St. John's central doctrine, ““ The word

* In these notes, .o save space, I shall in-
dicate by abbreviations the two commentaries
which I shall quote most frequently. “W.” de-
notes Bishop Westcott in the Speaker’s Commen-
tary. “M. M., the comments by Dr. W. Milligan
and Dr. W. F. Moulton in Schag's Popular Com-
mentary, Vel 2,

became flesh,” is wholly alien from Philo’s phi-
losophy, which does not connect the Logos with
Messiah at all.  He doubtless prepared for St,
John by populurizing the ** nume,” but the apostle
is not otherwise indebted to him. The idea was
indixputably Palestinian. In the Old Testament
itself we have a quasi-personification of the
creative word of Gen, 1 (Psa. 33, 8; comp. also
Psa, 105, 19; 107, 203 1 Sam, 3. 21). The hints
thus given were taken up by the later Jewish ex-
positors, who trace the *“ word of God” in all Je-
hoval’s manifestations of himself to men. Thus
was the way prepared for the supreme messuge of
the Gospel.  The theological doctrine of the Inear-
nation is really the logieal result of thought upon
the simple narrative of the earlier evangelista.
They tell us that Jesus claimed to be the Son of
God. They show us that he was veritably Son of
man. St. John comes in to draw the inevitable
conclusion, and enforce it by recording a new
series of those inexhaustible, unforgetable dis-
courses which had echoed through his soul during
the sixty years while he tarried for his Lord to come.

Verse 1. This verse designedly recalls the fimt
verse of Genesis, The spiritual conception of
creation, present but veiled in Genesis, is brought
to light by the incarnation. There is somcthing
in man to which evolution contributed nothing,
and to raise that something from a darkness which
only life could dispel the Word became flesh. Be-

, ginning, Comp. Prov. 8. 22, Strict'v. +his denotes
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the first moment of the world-history, the end of the
pre-existent ages described in chap. 17. 5. Was,
A timeless being, the word taking us back into
the indefinite pust. It is strongly contrasted with
the word * becume ™ (verses 8, 6, * were made,”
“eame”); he never ** came into heing.” Word,
There is no exact parallel in the New Testament,
outside this prologue, Rev. 19, 183, is the nearest,
but “the word of God ™ does not express the abso-
lute personality described here, 1 John 1, 1, is
impersonal, and so is Ich, 4, 12,  Note that
though the title is derived from the idea of a rev-
elation, it is expressly used of a time when the
recipients of revelation were uncreated. St. John
perhaps indicates that the purpose to reveal him-
self is an essential attribute of God. With God.
Comp, 1John 1. 2. Was God. The Greck in-
dicates a distinetness of personality but an iden-
tity of nuture.

2. The same. * The Word who is God.” This
is not a mere repetition, but introduces the next
statement; the eternal communion of God with
God is the condition from which springs the
world’s regeneration.

3. We must accept the marginal rendering here
and in every other place (except verse 9) throughout
thelesson, It will be remembered that the margin,

when it differs from the Authorized Version, often |

expresses the opinion of nearly two thirds of the
- revisers (including here M. M, and W.), and in u
chapter like this conservatism was naturally
strong. Through him. The Word is the
sgent, the Father the souree, of ereation.  Comp. 1
Cor, 8. 6; Col. 1. 185 Heb, 1. 2. In Heb. 2,10,
and Rom. 11, 36, it is used of the Father. Withe
out, Literally, “apart from him [comp. chap.
15. 5] not even one thing came into being This
punctuation follows the reading universally
adopted until the fourth century. The words
transferred arc entirely superfluous in their old
connection, Comp. Rev, 4. 11, Note that created
being not only ““ became alive™ in the life-giving
Word, but * waslife "—could by virtue of its union
with him perpetuate its life,

4. Lights As in Genesis, fiat Tur is the first
ereative word, “‘Life” ix possessed by the lower
creation § only in man does life, meaning for him the
very breath of God, become the element in which
he can have fellowship with the Creator, who is
N

5. TMitherto we have been followmng Gen. 1.
and 2; now we come to chap, 8, The *“dark-
ness” s not origingd, for the Word created all
things good ; it is the ereation of moral agents who
refused the light.
conflict of the fall the darkness * overcame it not.”
The exact parallel of chap. 12. 85 (comp. 1 Thess. 5.
4), completely estublishes this as the meaning. The
Revised Version text, “ apprehend,” seems design-
edly ambiguous, the meaning * seize, appropriate "

Shineth «till, for in the great

—not widely differing from the margin—being
suggested by Phil. 3. 12,12, We must not dispute
that the Greek is even ambiguous, for when in the
New Testament this verse means * understand,
it is not in the active voice, Note how in these
verses each clause starts from the key-word of the
pReeding (*“come into being,” ““life,” “light,”
“darkness ™).

6. We pass here to a survey of the times of the
incarnate Word, preluded by the testimony of
prophecy as summed up in the last and greatest
prophet.  There is a telling little point in favor of
the Johannine authorship in the fact that no other
New Testament writer calls the Baptist simply
“John.” Semnt, Comp. chap. 20. 21. For the
fact comp. Mal, 3. 1. From. * From the pres-
ence of " God, The prophet receives in communion
with God the commission with which he appears.
Name. A deep significance attaches to u name
given, like the Redeemer's own, from heaven.
Three inconspicuous persons bear it in the Old
Testament, mmong them Josiah’s eldest son, Je-
ho-hanan, ‘“Jehovah's gracious gift,” a name
full of meaning to Josiah, was far more significant
now when God gave the preacher of repentance
(comp. Acts 5, 815 11, 18) to prepare for his su-
preoae Gift,

7. The same. So in verse 2; the contrast re-
ealls Heb, 1and 2. Cames  Not the sune word
a8 in verse 6, For witness. A characteristic
word in all 8t. John's writings, summing up the
believer’s whole duty. He lives only to tell in
word and deed “that which he has seen and
heard.”  But he does not thereby become a mere
machine; his own character and gifts are only
transfigured by the Spirit which infuses them with
life. How full of character was the great prophet
who will only deseribe himself as **a voice!”
Alle  This explains Malachi’s vast anticipations,
and our Lord’s estimute of John as greatest among
men.  Only the unfuithfulness of Israel prevented
his universal message from going into all the
world. Believe. Often used absolutely as here,
for there is only one object of faith, Through
him. The Baptist, who may be said to carry on
this work still : through repentance men must ar-
rive at faith,

8. In Acts 19, 8, we learn that there were some

. at Ephesus who (like Apollos) did not know of John
as the forerunner, but looked on his teaching as in
itself the climax of =evelation. He was “the
lamp* (chap. 5 35), and came to herald ‘‘the
Light.,”

9. There was. The margin is here less neces-
sary, as the text (left ambiguous to match the
Greek) expresses the meaning, and, moreover, fol-
lows the Greek in keeping * was " and “ coming”

| apart. That * coming” belongs to * light " is cer-

, tain, for to join it with “ man” makes the phrase

. either superfluous or of doubtful truth (see mar-
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gin). But the wordn are characteristic of 8t. John ‘ ent with living on earth asaman. ‘Tabernacled.

(comp. especially chap. 12. 46), and always apply
10 Christ. True. Two Greek words are trans-
Jated “true,” one meaning * truthful,”” true in
wond; the other, “real, genuine,”
jife. This latter word is thoroughly Johannine. Ilere
the “real Light ™
fieet him. Every. Conscience universal
possession, though men may quench it. The fuct
that John himself was one of the illuminated con-
nects this verse with the last. Cominges From
the heginning he was thus “coming,” even as
“the light of dawn, which shineth more and more
unte the perfect day.”” World. Another
nine word denoting the world as apart from God.
To a less extent we find it in 8t, Paul, also in St.
James and 8t. Peter,

10. Was in. As preserver of ereation.

11. A new subject, the munifestation to Isracl.
Came. At the epoch of the inearnation. ‘“Ile
thut cometh” was the favorite Jewish title for
Messiah. His own (home). *“Jehovah's land”
(Hos. 9. 3, ete.). Compare * the things™ (that is,
house) ¢* of my Father” (Luke 2. 49).

12.To them. DPrimarily the faithful Israelites,
but the close of the sentence makes the spiritual Is-
yac) their heirs. The rights  Once the exclusive
privilege of Isracl as a nation (Exod 4. 22), it passes
to individuals of every nation. The *“ right” is to
elnim adoption as * " which places them in
the potential union with Christ that makes them
“ehildren,”  The latter word shows that commu-
nity of nature, not mere legal position, is the prize
which man may win, Comp. 1 John 3.1. Bee
lieve on.  Contrast “ helieve the name™ (1 John
% 23). This means to aceept us true the revela-
tion of “ Christ ™ or “ the Word ;" the former isto
castone’sselfon it as n.~uvinglruth. Note the tense
so long as they lelieve they are “children.”
Name. Inthiscontext, “ the revelation of the in-
earnate Word,”  To *“ believe on Jesus " is u higher
stage. Sce chap, 2. 23, 24,

13. Begotten. Comp. 1 John passim, Jus,
1.18; 1 Pet. 1. 8, 23, We must closely connect
chup. 8. 8, showing that to be *“ begotten anew”
i the result of faith which unites man with Christ.
Bloods. The peculiar plural denotes, perhaps,
the many races which believed themselves born to
privilege. Comp. chap. 8, 33-44, The three clauses,
rising in definiteness, express the opposite of the
fourth clause with emphasis,  Flesh, Human
nature generally, connoting its sinfulness, but not
necessarily. Man, The individual father

14, Comp. 1 John 4. 2; 2 John 7. The re-
maining verses deseribe “the incarnation as ap-
prehended by personal experience ™ (W.). Bes
came flesh. * Assumed human nature,” per-
manently, without, however, losing his divine |
nature. The Man was always God, though he |
* emptied himself” of divine attributes inconsist-

is a

SONS,

true in fuct and |

is contrasted with lights that@e- ‘

Johan- |

Rev. 21. 8. The image is from the ** tent of meet-
ing” in the wilderness, where Jehovah's glory
dwelt in the midst of his people. We beheld.
As in 1 John 1. 1, the apostle strongly insists on
his being an eyc-witness, The verb denotes pro-
longed contemplation. In the parenthesis St.
John is, so to speak, taking an external view of
| the sentence he has just written, and pauses to cor-
rohorate the stupendous truth from his own expe-
rience. Glory, when predicated of God or
Christ, means really the manifestation of him as
he is. The meaning here is wider than in 2 Pet.
1. 17. St. John sces his divinest ““glory” in the
| Cross (chap, 12. 23, 28, 32), and was doubtless
thinking mostly here of the ** non-miraculous " (')
in his life. An only begotten from a father.
Indisputably the right translation. The dignity
of aking’s only son is at once derived from his
futher und of the same kind as his ; as his father's
envoy he comes with all the paternal authority
concentrated in himself. This is a parable of the
dignity of the Word. Fulls To be joined, o
course, with “the Word.” Ile is full of *grace
and truth” just as the Father “is love” and “is
light "—attributes essentially the same.  Comyp.
Exod. 34. 6; Psa. 25, 10; 40, 10, ete.

15. The witness of prophecy is again called
in here to attest the earthly mission of the eternal
Word. The verse is parenthetical. Beareth.
Present for “ ho being dead yet spenketh.” His

| message comes with the herald’s “ery.” (This
was he that said.) This strongly attested but
not quite certain reading emphasizes the fact that
Johu, the greatest of prophets, placed Jesus so
far above himself. The ordinary reading recalls a
saying like Matt. 8. 11, but spoken after Christ’s
appearance. Become before me. In dignity.
He was. Comp. chap. 8. 58, Firstin regard
of me. “First” is absolute, like Rev. 1. 17;
then to it, almost s an afterthought, is udded the
word describing John's position.

16. For. Following on verse 14. Fullness.
The word and the tunching arc characteristic of
St, Pugl.  Comp. Col. 1. 19, and 2. 9; Eph. 1. 23,
ete, Every attribute \nlll which (vod can bless
man is concentrated in Jesus, o 15 fully ” God,

" even in his humiliation. Those who have tasted
that inexhaustible grace can testify as in verse 14.
We all.  The body of Christian believers in all
uges. Grace for grace. The reward of a
faithful use of the gracegiven is another outpour-
ing, richer than before. Eph. 3. 19, i the elimax
of such experience.

17. For. Verses 16 and 17 arc parallel proofs
of verse 14. Law. There is a fourfold contrast: '
(1) Law only convicted the sinner, *grace” ro-
| deemed him (Rom. 5-7). (2) Law was an imper-
| feet, *“truth” a perfect, revelation. (8) Law was

| God’s “ gift” to men ; the Gospel, God’s ‘ beoom-
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ing” man. (4) The mediator of the law was a
man ; of the Gospel, the God-man. Jesus Christ.
Named at the climax. The name brings out his
humanity in the personal Jesus, his relution to
the Old Covenant in the official Christ; a new
name in the next verse tells of his divinity, and
the prologue fitly ends.

18. The review of Old Testament theophanies
in Deut. 84. 10, makes Moses unique in his nearness
to Jehovah, yet even he did not “see his face”
(Exod. 83, 20). The open vision of God ‘a8 he
is,” not merely as revealed, is the *final trans-
figuration of man” (1 John 3. 2; Matt. 5.8.—W.).
God only begotten. Beyond question the
true reading, combining the two great attributes of
the Word (vers. 1and 14). Who is. Even while
on earth, Bosom. Not a place, but a state of
perfect communion of love, Comp. chap. 13. 233
Num. 11. 12; Deut. 13, 6. Father. Apart from
Jesus, he would have been only “God” to us.
M. M. observe that the divisions of the prologue
are exactly reproduced in the Gospel. Hostility to
the Word is first implied (ver. 1-5; chap. 2.
12-4. 44), then developed (ver. 6-13; chap. 5-12),
then overcome (vers, 14-18; chap. 13-17).

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. What is the significance of the
name ** the Word" as applied to Christ?

No thinker without thought, no thought with-
out language. But John's conception has the
warmth of the scriptural rather than the coldness
of the metaphysical. He had seen in Christ the
divine correspondence that pertained to One who
was the brightness of the Father's glory. Tho
conception under which Christ presented himsclf
to him, in and ubove his manifestation in the
flesh, was that of the living Word. Philo at Alex-
andria, in discussing creation, had used the term
“Word” in a transcendental sense, falling just
short of p lity in jon with er
views of matter as evil, which views he had bor-
rowed from Plato. Philo’s views were current at
Ephesus, John's home, but could not atfect the con-
ception of un apostle who had looked upon the glory
of the divine * tabernacled among us ™ other than
to make it more clear and distinct. Hence the ex-
actness with which John was prepared to define
the eternal being of the Word, his relation to the
Godhend, and his work in creation and redemption.
The title “ the Word” points to the pre-existence
of Christ, the mediative source of all life and light 3
to the unity of the divine plan in creation and re-
demption; and to the transcendent fullness and
preciousness of the gospel revelation.— Rev. Arthur
Copeland, Clyde, N. Y.

John introduces his gospel with these words:
“ In the beginning was the Logos, and the Logo:
was with God, and the Logos’ was God.” This

Logos, he affirms, was made flesh; but the time
when he was made flesh was not the time of his
beginning to be, for he was with God before the
creation. To this Logos is ascribedethe creation of
all things and the ownership of the Jewish people.
¢ e came unto his own, and his own received him
not.” He is called the only begotten Son of the
Father. In him the fullness of the Futher's truth
and grace are manifested, Of this Logos the Bup-
tist bore witness, saying, * This was he of whom
I spuke, He that cometh ufter we, is preferred be-
fore me: for he was before me.” With what pro-
priety could such things be said of an attribute ot
God? Such is the view, however, held by some
who deny the divinity of Christ. In the opening
verses of this fourth gospel he has ascribed to him
eternal existence, distinct personality, and strict
and proper deity. The sense, then, in which the
name Logos is applied to Christ beecomes elear,
He is the Word, the Revealer, the Speaker of God.
Henee he says of himself: * Ie that hath seen me
hath seen the Futher.”—Rev. George E. Hite,
Albany, N. Y.

The Logos is not only the organ, but also the
embodiment ot God and his revealed salvation,
The Logos is the organ, for as mind manifests iteelf
in the spoken word, so God, the eternal mind, man-
ifests himself in the Word. But the Logos is also
the embodiment of the personul being of God.
“In him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily.” Therefore he is simply called the Logos,
the Revealer, as ho is ealled the Light, the Truth, the
Life. The Logos is not an attribute, a power descend-
ing from God, but a distinet being—** the word wus
God,” supreme, eternal, independent.—Rev. H.
Liebhart, D.D., Cincinnati, 0.

“The Word,” as a designation of the second per-
son in the Trinity, derives its significance from t'.
analogy in the office of words as between man av:
man and the office of the Son as between God anl
man. Words are the sensible expression of thought,
sentiment, and will—the inner nature of an unsecn
mind. They convey their contents from mind to
mind. God the Father is unseen in his personal
existence. His thought, his love, and his nature
are embodied and expressed in the person of the
Son, who is the Word of God. He reveals theso
to men and thus becomes God manifest or God as
shown to and apprehended by man. “No man
hath seen God. .. .the only begotten hath declared
him."—J. E. Jacklin, D.D., Detroit, Mich.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Aspects of Christ.

1. Tue Worp or Gop.
The word was God. v. 1.
* His name. ...The Word of God.” Rev, 16,13,
“The Word of life.”” 1 John 1. 1.




864
11. Tug Creator or TnE WoRLD,
AU things were made by him. v. 8.
“ By whom....made the worlds.” Heb. 1. 2,
By him ... .all things created.” Col. 1. 16,
111, Tug LiFe or MEx.
In him was life. v. 4.
“ Brought life. ...to light.” 2 Tim. 1. 10,
* Christ, who is our life.”” Col. 8. 4.
IV, Tug Lieur or Mex.
That was the true Light. v. 9.
“The light of the world.” John 8. 12.
*To lighten the Gentiles,” Luke 2. 32,
V. Tue Sox or MaN.
The Word was made flesh. . 14.
“God was manifest in the flesh.”
3. 16,
“The form of a servant.” Phil. 2. 7,
V1. Tuk Sox o¥ Gon,
The only begotten Son. v. 18,
“My beloved Son.” Matt, 3. 17.
“His only begotten Son.” John 3, 14,

1 Tim,

Thoughts for Young People.
What Christ Brings to Us,

1. Christ brings to us God's word. Because he
is “the Word,” revealing the very thought of
God. Just as a prince brings to his people the mind
of his father the king, just as the prime minister
knows the scerets of the government, so Christ
Iings to us the word of God. (Vers. 1-3.)

2. Christ brirgs to us true spirvitual life. He is
*the life,” and since only life can impart life we
can receive the life of God into our natures only
by coming into fellowship with Christ.  The earth
is dead until the living sced is dropped into it} so
our humanity, until Christ enters it. (Ver. 4.)

3. Christ brings to ws light, A room in darkness
is made bright when a lamp is lighted in it.  How
dim and feeble is our knowledge of God, of' truth,
of duty, and of destiny without Christ ! How much
we know when he gives us light ! (Vers, 5-9.)

4. Christ brings to ws sonship. Through him
we receive the right to become children of God, a
privilege higher than to be a prince on earth,
When the young Duke of Hamilton was dying he
snid to his brother, ¢ Douglas, in an hour you will
bo a duke; but Ishall be a king ! (Vers, 10-18.)

8. Christ brings to us grace, the news that we
have God's fuvor. Heathen peoples in every age
have believed that the gods were unfrienly to men
and must be appeased or placated. Christ comes
as the token that God's attitude toward the world
i~ one of love. (Vers. 14-18,)

Lesson Word-Pictures.
BY REV. E. A. RAND.
There is a Light breaking into space and time—
but how far away is its sourcc? Out of the re-
ecsser of eternity it streams,
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It goes back of all |
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ereated , past all flaming forms of angel
or archangel. ‘‘ In tho beginning,” is the solemn
utterance concerning i source of this Light,

And now its radia’ ¢ flashes down to earth, It
is the Light that shall be the life of men, In it
faith and love and hope shall grow and abide
forever. Evil shall wither before it; hate and
despair shall die.  Its beams secretly touch every
soul, It is the Light lighting every man.

But there takes place a glorious outward mani-
It is eradled in a manger
at Bethlehem. It leaves its bright and holy trace
in the carpenter-shop of Nazareth, and in the
home of Joseph and Mary.

And now it is growing, expunding, opening out
in every direction like the sun at its rising, John
has caught the beams of the new day. He is filled
and fired with the thought. It flashes out of his
eyes, It burns through his speech. It penetrates
and encompasses his activity, and, as if an aureole,
it clothes him. It comes with John over Jordan.
Men think he is the Light. ** No,” he is saying,
“ T am not the Light.  Thix is he of whom I spoke,
He was before me.”

This is the Light that, raying from afar, pours
upon the world. It ix the world’s hope, life, all.

0, who will receive the Light? This is love and
power and holiness descending from the skies and
beeoming inearndte.  This is the Word made flesh.

Here is the divine utterance ; within is the di-
vine presence. This is the great Declarer from the
bosom of the Father. He will show men what
God is like. He confronts some iniquity. He looks
deep down into the heart. He sees far across the
hidden life, With eyes of flame he searches the
soul, He detects, reveals, condemns the wrong.
Men ery, “This is God! Here is Omniscience !
This is justice all divine!"

He steps to a bed of sickness. He cools the
fevered body.  He quiets the unrest.  He touches
the springs of his abounding vitality, gives out
strength, and the sick man, quitting his bed, then
takes it and bears it away. What strength has
been given by the mighty One! He is the Word,
the Declarer, the Revealer. He goes to a grave,
bends over it, weeps abové it, then turns to wipe
away sorrow’s tears, points out heaven, and, lo,
speaking the 1 of power, the dead
from the grave.

Men ery again, * This is God! This is infinite
pity "

And now a poor sinner erawls to his feet, buthes
them with the tears of her penitence, wipes them
with her soft, thick tresses of hair, and he says to
her in her distress of soul, * Thy sins are for- .
given!" Aunother day he lies down upon his
cross, Amid his agony he lights a lamp of hope
for the poor penitent on the next cross, and, with &
prayer of forgiveness for his enemies, pours out his
life, gives his all, to bring men to God.
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And men cry, * Truly, this was the Son of God !
This is divine love declaring itself, divine forgive-
ness manifesting itself!”

Then out of the grave Eastei morning comes the
glory of a life that death :annot imprison, and
men ery, * There is no d-ath!”

O Light from Bethlchem, Nazareth, Galilee, Cal-
vary, the Jordan, stream into our hearts and grant
to us the healing of thy beums.

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM.

“In the beginning was the Word.” A minister
was once in company, at the house of a friend,
with a gentleman who rejected Christ as God.
The gentleman submitted this question : * Can you
tell me why Jesus Christ is called the Word? It
i & curious term.”
the motive or the skeptical principles of the in-
quirer, replied : *‘ I suppose, as words are the me-
dium of communication between us, the term is
used in sacred Secriptures to demonstrate that he is
the only medium between God and man; I know
no other reason.”

“ The life was the light of men.” Turn u tele-
scope on & star, and ut the instant when the instru-
ment has reachied the right position the light

flashes through the tube and produces an image of |

a star in the dark chambers of the telescope. So
when the human will yields to God there flushes
through the human spirit the light from the orh
of heaven, and there is found with us the star of a
sense of forgiveness, u star which the Bible itsclf
calls the day-star, and unto which, as it avers, wo
do well to give heed. —Joseph Cook.

“ To bear witness of the Light.” It is customary
for those traveling in the Eastern deserts, when
their supply of water is done, to send forth a mes-
senger in scarch of a spring. When he ix u mile
from their encampumient they send forth another,
and another, until the last messenger is but a
mile from the camp.  As soon as the foremost
messenger discovers the water, he sliouts to the
mun next to him, * Water!” As soon as the wel-
come word reaches him, he calls to the next man,
and so on, from man to man, until it reaches the
camp, when the whole company proceed whence
the sound came, The imparting of the good news
from one man to the other beautifully illustrates

our Lord’s words, “Let him that heareth, say, |
Come; and let him that is athirst, come; and who- |

soever will, let him take of the water of life
freely.”

“ The Word was made flesh and dwelt among '
Christ made himself like to us, that he '

us.”
might make us like himself.—Mason.

Among the passengers on an out-bound steumer
wae un old lady who had come from Ireland to

The minister, unconscious of

New York to see her xon. One day in the old
country he told her he was going to muke some
| purchases, but he never returned, and she knew
nothing of where he had gone. 8he obtained his
! address and wrote again and again, but received
no reply. The mother's heart yearncd after her
son, and she determined to seck for him herself.
A friend heard of it und offered to go in her stead.
But she said, “ No; I will go and seck for my own
boy myself, until T find him.” And she sought
. for him until #he did find him, taking the long
journcy alone,  And now she was returning alone,
beeause he refused to go with her. This is what
Jesus hus done for us, At first he sent messuge
after message to his rebellious children, but they
paid no attention till Jesus suid: * T will go my-
self and seck the lost.,”  And he eame and suf-
fered and died, and yet some hearts, like that
young man’s, are not touched.—J/, @. Vaughan.
We want contact 3 not kid-glove contact cither,
for the kid-glove is a non-conductor. It does not
conduet, but hinders sympathy. The eminent Dr.
Bluikie was called to see a dying man, who said to
him, * You don’t remember me, but I remember
you. In an inquiry-room you put your hand on
| my shoulder and yourarm around my neck, and to
that T owe the fuct that I came to Jesus as I was,”
You have got to go down among the people, be
one with the people, and be indentified with the
people. In Philadelphia there stands a church at-
tended by working people.  Mr. Wanamaker
comes in wmong those poor people, and you would
never know that he owns a dollar, or thut he con-
ducts a business so colossal, e is one of them in
| counsel and action. A man in Cincinnati built a
mission chapel for the poor, und he could not get
any one to go into it. One would have supposed
that written over the door wepe the words : * This
is for the poor.” Then he took sittings in it for
himself and family, and from that hour its success
was assured,—A. 7. Pierson,

The Teachers' Meeting.

| This is the first of a series of studies in the gos-
pel of John, The transition from the Old Testa-
ment studies is sudden, and an introduction to
| this lesson (as brief as possible, but careful) is

especially needed. The lesson is itself the best in-
i troduction to the life of Christ....About six cent-
uries stretched between Zedekinh's overthrow
and the birth of Jesus Christ....I. Tue Wiires.

(1) John, a young Gualilean fishermun ; (2) a disei-
" ple of John the Baptist; (3) a friendly acquaint-
! ance of the Sadduccan high-priest; (4) our Lord's
intimute personal friend; (5) present, generally
by special invitation, at all cmergencies in Christ’s
life; (8) remained at Ephesus, after tho dispersion
~ of the Jerusalem church, while Paul and the other
, apostles wandered fur and wide; (7) was banished
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to Patmos, where * the Revelation” was unfolded
to him ; (8) his long extended life; (9) his salient
characteristics. ... II. Tue Gosper. (1) The most
“ piritual " of the four; (2) the product of the
writer'’s old age, and the latest given of all the
gospels; (3) u “chronicle” by an eye-witness
ruther than a history ; (4) characterized by vivid
sketches of typical persons; (3) shows profound
insight rather than picturesque visionj (6) sys-
tematie in plan; (7) unique in style; (8) thor
oughly Hebrew in thought; (9) rich in symbol-
ism j (10) written for Christians, [See article on
« Characteristios of John's Gospel,” in sllustrative
Notes.]... 111, Tue Doctring oF * The Worp."
(1) Definition of “the Word;" (2) “the Word "
was God—cternal (verses 1, 2), almighty (verse 8),

a personality (verse 4)3(3) ™ the Word” was man— |

in the world (verse 10), in human flesh (verse 14),
wmong his own people (verse 1) (4)  the Word "
oame to bless the human race—to enlighten the
world (verses 5, 9) and reveal the divine glory....
IV. PracricaL Lessons. This is a doctrinal
lesson, but its doctrines have a direct personal
bearing on every student of sacred things. Draw
from the lesson (1) statements of divine attributes ;

(2) the divinity of Christ; (3) the humanity of

Christ; (4) sinfulness of the human heart;

(5) free-will; (8) conversion, cte.

References.

Foster's Cycropepia. Ver. 1: Poetical, 8022;
Prose, 6095, Vers, 1,2: Prose, 8355, 7141. Ver.
4: Prose, 8585, 3824, 8599, 3349, 10280. Ver. 5:
Prose, 7151, Ver. 8: Prose, 1526, Ver. 9: Prose,
681, 2671, 12816, Ver. 11: Prose, 9041, 5941,7176.
Ver. 18: Prose, 4123-4129. Ver. 14: Prose, 7149,
3297, 9828 ; Poetical, 8521, Ver. 17: Prose, 7167,
5820, ‘

Primary and Interiediate.

BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

Lissox Tuovenr. God's Word to Me,

Tt hus been said that the gospel of John ix * the
Gospel of the heart of Jesus.”

Have we felt, teachers of the little ones, how
great is the privilege of unfolding these wonderful
Jessons to the children ¢

Cover each of these with a piece of paper which
can be easily removed. This will excite curlosity,
and at the same time restrain it

To open the lesson, sing some simple appro-
priate hymn, and then uncover the picture of the
world. If possible, show a globe, and point out the
United States of America on the surface, letting
children see how small a part of the world this
whole great land is., Tell the story of a little En-
glish girl who, when shown * England” on
the globe, kissed the =pot, and “ hid all England
with a kiss,”

We need to remember in teaching little children
that their ideas of time, space, and number are the
vaguest possible. What we want to do here is
simply to give them some little idea of the great-
ness of God’s world, and therefore of his greatness
and power who made and upholds it. Tell in sim-
ple words that once the world was cold and dark.
There were no birds or flowers or animals or peo-
ple living. But God was living, and he thought
about the world he had made. * What kind of
thoughts would God think, children?” * Yes;

" good thoughts, loving thoughts.”

] * What do
these rays of light make you think of?”  Sun-
shine.” * Yes; God is the great Sun of love, and
each of these rays stands for some loving thought
toward us.”

Tell how God thought of beautiful things to
please us; grains and fruits to feed us, ete.

[Uncover the text, ** God is Love.”]

' Children may speak of things that he made for our

use and comfort.

Remove the paper from the words at the top of
the board, and show that away back before any
body was alive God was thinking about us, and
thinking thoughts of love, Sing ‘* Love him, love
him, all ye little children.”

How sad it is that there are people who do not
love the good God who never had any but thoughts
of love toward us !

Ask where Jesus was born, and how long ago.

| Then tell that he was living in the beginning of all
| things. Read from the big Bible, *“ In the begin-
" ning was the Word.”  Tell that this is one of the

names of Jesus, * The Word was God,” and go
Jesus is the great God who made the world and all

! that is in it, and who yet came a little baby to live

The bourd should be prepared before the cluss |

assembles.  Print at the top in large, plain letters,
“ In the beginning—God ! Below this in smaller,
bright letters, “ God is Love.” Under the text
make a picture of a world, with rays of light fall-
ing upon it from the words of the text. In these
rays print “ The Word.” Below this still print
“ Jesus ” in the most beautiful letters you can make,
with fine rays of light going out in every direction.
Circle around the name Jesus in these rays the
words * Light,” * Life,”” * Love.”

our life and to dic for us ! Teach that Jesus is God's
word to each of us, totell us whattodo. [Uncover
the word * Jesus.”] Tell that Jesus comes to give
three things to each child. Ask children to raise
their hands above their heads, to swing them
slowly, to fold them in their laps. Show an image
of some living thing, and ask why this cannot
move? Ask what is the differcnce between a real
flower and the picture of & flower ? Show that Jesus
brought us life, and that we ought to use it to please
him. Sing *Serve him, serve him, all ye little
children.”
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~k again about the rays | thinks, but he can make )ou und(n!nnd his
nf light which go out from | thought by words, Thus Christ ix designated
N the word “Jesus.”  Jesus is | “ the Word,” beeanse he is the revealer of God's
f God, und so he is the great | thought und purposes. Ie is the Creator. [Read
NESYUIST Sun. Life comes from him, | verse 8.] 1le is “ the Life,” both natural and spir-
80 does light. Talk about | itual. Without light every thing would die. He
: | light ; what it is for, where | gives light to the spiritually blind by revealing
-0VY j we may get it, what we ean  God, and the light is life.  “ And the Word was
do with it, ete,  Tell that the Jight which Jesus | made flesh.,”  Jesus assumed human nature, and
gives may shine in a child's life, ind how, dwelt muong men 3 he lived, and taught the com-
Point to the third word in the rays. Tell that | mon people the way of life ; he suffered, was eruei-
this is the greatest gift Jesus has for us.  He puts ‘ fied, died, was buried, and rose again that he might
life into our bodies, light into our minds, and love | he—what ¢ [point to the center of the board) Jesus
into our hearts ! | my Saviour,
Tell that when Jesus came the Jews did not |
know who he was, They shut the light away from
their minds,  They would not believe that he was |
God's Word to them § that he was Life and Light
und Love.  Beeause they did not believe this Je-
s could not help them and make them good.
Bhow that if we do not helieve it he eannot help
ug,  Sing “ Crown him, erown him,” ete., and tell
that we can crown him by letting him be Life and
Light and Love in us,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Joy to the world.

Hark ! the herald angels.
Crown him with many.
Mail, thou once despised.,
Mujestic sweetness,

Jesus, the very thought,
The name of our salvation,
No nmme so sweet,

Love divine.

Precious name,

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

The Lesson Catechism,
[For the entire sehool. |

1. What name does the wpostle give to the etee-
nal Son of God? The Word.

2. What was the Word? The Word was
God.

3. What did the Word beeome? The Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us.

4. What came by Jesus Christ? Grnee and
truth.

5. Who came for a witness of the Light? A
man sent from God, whose name was
John.

Dirorions ror Covors.—The words “ Jesus my CATECHISM QUESTION.
Saviour " draw with white chalk ; the rays with 1. What do you mean by the attributes of God?
yellow ; the surrounding words in red, light blue, All the perfections of His nature.

or such contrasting colors as may suit, 2. What do the Script y
Bracksoarp Tuovents.—Central thought, Jesus lttrﬂlute:!o . ptures teach concerning God's

wy Saviour, He is pre-existent. *‘In the begin- That He s omnipresent and almighty, that Ho is
ning was the Word,” Words express thought. You | gmniscient and all-wise.
eannot tell what the seholar that sits next to you

- - —_

A. D, 27.) LESSON II. CHRIST’S FIRST DISCIPLES. [July 12.
GOLDEN TEXT. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world ! John 1, 29,
Authorized Version, Revised Version.
John 1. 20-42. 40_%'«31:»"1# to memory verses | o4 (O the morrow ho seeth Je'sus coming unto

29 The next day John seeth Je'sus coming unto him, and saith, Behold, the Lamb of God, whick
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him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world !

30 This is he of whom I said, After me cometh
man which is preferred before me ; for he waus be-
fore me.

31 And I knew him not : but that he should be
made manifest to 1s'ra-el, therefore am I come bap-
tizing with water.

32 And John bare record, saying, 1 saw the
Sririt descending from heaven like a dove, and it
abode upon him.

33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to
baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and re-
maining on him, the same is he which baptizeth
with the Holy Ghost.

34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the |

Son of God.
85 Again the next day after, John stood, und
two of his disciples ;

36 And looking upon Je'sus as he walked, he |

od !

saith, Behold the Lamb of

37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and !

they followed Jesus,
38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following,
and saith unto them, What seck ye! They said

unto him, Rab’bi, (which is to say, being inter- !

preted, Master,) where dwellest thou?

39 He saith unto them, Come and sce. They
cume and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him
that day : for it was about the tenth hour.

40 One of the two which heard John speak, and
followed him, was An'drew, Si'mon Pe'ter's
brother,

41 He first findeth his own brother 8i'mon, and
saith unto him, We have tound the Mes- i'as,
which is, being interpreted, the Christ.

42 And he brought him to Je'sus. And when
Jo'sus beheld him, he said, Thou art Si'mon the
son of Jo'na: thou shalt be called Ce’phas, which
is by interpretation, A stone,

" 30 taketh away the sin of the world! This is he

of whom I said, After me cometh u mun which

is become before me: for he was before me.
31 And I knew him not; but that he should be

made manifest to Is're-el, for this cause came I
32 baptizing with water. And John bare witness,
saying, I have beheld the Spirit descending as
u dove out of heaven ; and it abode upon him.
And I knew him not; but he that sent me to
baptize with water, he suid unto me, Upon
whomsoever thou shalt see the Spirit descend-
ing, und abiding upon him, the same is he that
buptizeth with the Holy Spirit.  And I have
seen, and have borne witness that this is the
Son of God.

o
&

35  Again on the morrow John was standing, and
36 two of his diseiples ; and he looked upon Je'sus
as he walked, and saith, Behold, the Lamb of
37 God! And the two disciples heard him speak,
und they followed Je'sus,  And Je'sus turned,
and beheld them following, and saith unto them,
What seck ye?  And they said unto him, Rabbi
(which i to say, being interpreted, Master),
30 where ubidest thou? Ile saith unto them,
Come, and ye shall sece, They came therefore
and saw where he abode; and they abode with
him that day: it was about the tenth hour.
One of the two that heard John speak, and fol-
lowed him, was An'drew, Si‘mon Po'ter's
41 brother. He findeth first his own brother 8i'-
mon, and saith unto him, We have found the
Messiah (which is, being interpreted, Christ).
42 Ile brought him unto Je'sus.  Je'sus looked
upon him, and said, Thou art 8i'mon the ron of
John: thou shalt be called Ce'phas (which is
by interpretation, Pc'ter).

& X

TIME. -A.D. 27. PLACE.—Bcthabara be-
yond Jordun. RULERS.—Ilerod Antipas, Te-
trarch of Galilee ; Pontius Pilate, Procurator of Ju-
dea. DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The

atonement for sinners,

HOME READINGS.
M. Christ's first disciples,  John 1. 20-34,
Tu. Christ's first disciples. John 1. 85-42.
W. A sccond cull, Luke 5, 1-11.
Th. Call of Levi.  Luke b, 27-82.
F.  Leaving all.  Mark 1, 14-20.
S.  Earnest following, Luke 9,
S. The reward. Matt. 19, 27-30,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 151, New Canadian Hymnal,
1lay my sins on Jesus,
The spotless Lamb of God ;
He bears them all, and frees us
From the accursed load.

1 will sing of my Redeemer,

l No. 13, New Canadian Hymnal.
i And his wondrous love to me:
No. 14, New Canadian Hymnal.

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear!

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 23, 21, 19,

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The Lamb of God, v. 20-34,

To what priestly service did John refer when he
spoke of the ** Lamb of God 1"

To what other peculiar service did he refor when
he said “ taketh away the sin 1"

How did Jesus  come after” John ?

In what sense was he * before " him ?

In what sense did John know him not ?

Of what remarkable scene does John tell in
verse 321

L3t

2
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What “ abode upon ” Jesus ?

Who sent John to baptize with water ?

What did God reveal to John ¢

What record did John bear ¢

Did John believe that Jesus was divine as well
as human ¢
2. Followers of the Lamb, v. 35-42,

To what incident does * the next day after” re-
fer in verses 85-42 2

What was the nume of one of the disciples here
referred to? (Ver. 40.)

Who probably was the other ?

Was John now conversing, or soliloquizing ?

Who overheard his remark ?

What did Jesus ask them ?

How did they reply ?

What time of the day was the tenth hour?

What great institution was founded by the in-
formal conversation of that day ?

For what is the Christian Church indebted to
Andrew ?

What characteristic did Jesus observe in Simon
which led him to give him a new name 1

Practical Teachings.
Find in this lesson that it is our duty—
1. To bear personal testimony for Christ.
2. To look to Jesus as the divine substitute for
our sin,
8. To seek to bring other souls to our Saviour.
4. To work constantly up to our clearest light.

Hints for Home Study.

The life-like way in which the less prominent fig-
wres are sketched is one of the pleasing character-
istics of the gospel of John.  As illustration, trace
what is said of Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Nathan-
acl, Nicodemus, Martha, and Mary, Find two
other cases where Andrew brought men to Jesus,

Read the accounts in Matthew, Mark, and Luke
of the call of the first four disciples. They differ,
but do not at all clash with this,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Lamb of God, v. 29-34,

Who was the Lamb of God ?

Who first called him the Lamb of God ?

What good work did he come to do? (GoLpEN
Texr.)

What did John say of himself and Jesus?

Why did John baptize with water?

What did John see at Jesus’s baptism ?

Of what was this to him a proof?

What record did John bear to Jesus ?

Who bore similar record at the baptism of Je-
sus?  (Matt. 8. 17.)
2. Followers of the Lamb, v. 35-42,

Who were with John the following day ?

What did John say to them about Jesus ?

What did the disciples do?

What question did Jesus ask them?
What did they ask in return?
What was his reply ?
What did the disciples then do?
Who were these two disciples?
What name did Jesus give to Simon?
Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That Jesus is the only Saviour?
2. That we ought to follow Jesus ?
8. That we should point others to the Lamb of
God?
Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find how far apart Jesus and John spent their
youth,
What classes of people crowded to the Jordan to
see and hear John ?
Find what Jesus said about John's greatness,

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who preached about the coming of Jesus? John '
the Baptist.

Who came toward him one day? Jesns,

What did John say to the people? ¢¢ Behold
the Lamb of God.”

How did John know Jesus?
Spirit resting upon him.

What was John's business! To make Jesus.
known,.

What is given Christians to do? This same .
work.

Who left John to follow Jesus? Two of John’s .
disciples.

Who were these disciples?
John.

What did they ask Jesus? ¢¢ Where dwell-
est thou 7

What did Jesus answer? ¢¢ Come and see.” -

Where did they go with Jesus? To his home.

What did they become? His disciples,

Whom did Andrew go to find? His brother.
Simon.

Whom did he tell him he had found. The Mese.
sias, or Christ.

To whom did he bring Simon? To Jesus.

What did Jesus say Simon should be called ?
Cephas,

What does Cephas mean? A stone.

Words With Little People,

Those who love him.

Those who are willing te
obey him,

Those who will live in
heaven with Lim.

Because he tells mie to,

Because it i wise and
right,

Beeause it will make me
happy always,

Whisper Motto.
“I will follow Jesus,”

He saw the .

Andrew and

Wuo Fovrow Jesvs?

Way Fovtow Jesus?
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General Statement.

For thirty years Jesus of Nazareth
Baptist had stirred the people and mude reac
their Lord. On the afternoon o
the river Jordan, probably upon its eastern ban
walked across its bed fifteen centuries before.
the other probably was the deep-thoughted John.
steadfustly upon a stranger, who was passing by.
of temptation, and bore upon his fuce t
and said, ** Behold the Lambof God ! "

he serene look of eonquest.
We do not wonder that after such an introduction the two young

had been growing up into preparation for his work. John the
ly a chosen few, the choicest spirits of their time, to receive
£ u certain day the Baptist and two of his followers were standing near
k, not far from the place where their ancestors had
One of these two disciples was the practical Andrew,

They saw that their master the prophet was gazing
It was Jesus, who had just come from the wilderness

The Baptist pointed toward him,

men left the side of their former veacher and followed this new Star.  They spent the few hours of that

day in converse with the Saviour, and left his prese
Each sought his own brother with the glad news that the Consolation of their people had come.
He had been before Simon the son of Jonas; he is

drew found his brother first, and led him to Jesus.

nee fully believing in him as the Messish of Isracl.

An-

henceforth to be known throughout the world as Peter, the Rock.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 29. The next day. Next after ““the
record of John (verses 19-28). Behold. (1)
We should bear personal testimony Jor Christ.
Lamb of God. God's great Sacrifice for men, of
which all other sacrifices were emblematic. We
are to look to Jesus not merely a8 a great teacher
or example or king, but as our atoning substi-
tute. (2) Christ bore our sins in his own body on
the tree. 'Taketh away the sin. “As if it
were one great burden.”—Plummer.

30. I said. Ilere comes a quotation from an

earlier statement made by John, but not recorded
is

11ud lm
See explan-

in the gospels. The same
in verses 15 and 27. Before me.
atory notes on verse 15 of Lesson

31. Knew him not. As the spiritual Messiah ;
though he may have known hin as cousin, and also
as the coming King who should be made manis
fest to Ysrael. Sce verse 83, Therefore am
1come. Ho preached the truth so far as he un-
derstood it. Baptizing with water. A cere-
mony not unknown to the ancient Jews, but bear-
ing a new meaning us administered by John. It
was a sign that the subject desired to be cleansed
from all iniquity.

32. Bare record. Gave testimony. Isaw.
Better, 1 have contemplated.” The Spirit.
Precisely what John’s hearers understood him to
mean by this phrase it is not easy to decide ; they
were without theological definitions ; but that some
sort of divine manifestation was referred to they
would not doubt. Like a dove. Perhaps only
Christ and the Baptist saw this. Xt abode.
“The Spirit of God, not the dove, abode.” We
to-day live in * the dispensation of the Spirit,” and
(8) On every man, woman, and child who lives on
a lofty Christian plane the Holy Spirit abides.

23, I knew him not. Until this sign was
given. He that sent me. The Lord God.
To baptize with water. Every public act of
.John was divinely prompted. Said unto me.
When this revelation was made we do not know.

Baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. The re-
peated ceremonial washings of the Jews were
much remarked in the ancient world.  Other
people washed to be clean in body ; they washed
as asign of the cleansing of their spirits. But
here comes One who is not typically, but actually
to cleanse human gpirits—not by the application of
water, but by the application of the Holy Spirit
of God.

34. I saw, and bare record. Better, o |
have seen, and have borne witness.”

35. Again the next day. Referring back
to verse 29. The day after John the Baptist had
pointed to Jesus, and said, * Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”
John. Not John the Evangelist, who writes this
record, but John the Baptist, who was just now
closing his ministry. Stood. Rev. Ver., “ Was
standing;” as if in silent expectation of the
Saviour's coming. Two of his disciples. One
was Andrew (verse 40); the other wus probably
John himself, who is now telling us of hix first
sight of Jesus, an event never to be forgotten.
(4) Souls avound us are in wardly seeking God.

36. Looking upon Jesus. The expression
indicates an earnest looking, a penctrating glance.
As he walked. As he was *“tuking a walk.”
He had just come from the temptation in the wil-
derness, and was now ready to begin his Father's
work. This may have been the last meeting of
the Baptist and Christ. Behold the Lamb., A
sentence of self-denial, for the speaker knew that
it would cost him the loss of his own disciples.
(5) Many a soub has been lost because Christians
who might have said ** Behold the Lamb of God”
were silent. 'The Lamb of God. Refers not
only to the purity of Jesus, but to the fact of his
sacrifice for the sins of the world. The use of this
expression here shows the deep spiritual insight
of John the Baptist. (8) Z%e mission of evéry
teacher is that of pointing to the Lamb of God.
(1) Observe how we are here taught the value of per-
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sonal work. By words privately spoken the first
disciples are led to Christ, and Peter and others are
added to their nember.,

37. Heard him speak. They had seen him
point to Jesus before, and now they understood
this as a suggestion to seck Jesus. They fol-
lowed Jesus. Not in the sense of discipleship,
as the same men afterward followed Jesus, but
literally, ““they went after him3" desiring a bet-
ter acquaintance. Yet this was the beginning of
their fellowship with the Lord. *This was the
beginning of the Christian Church.”— Plummer.
(8) All around us souls are inwardly seeking
Christ,

38. Then Jesus turned. e was aware of
their purpose, and met them half-way in it.
(9) So Christ is conscious of each soul that takes a
step toward himself. (10) Jesus is veady to open
conversution with every eager soul. Sce Luke 24.
175 John 4. 10,16; 21. 5. Saith unto them.
The evangelist John has not forgotten the first
words which he heard from the lips of Jesus.
What seek ye? Not “whom seck ye?” but
“what ;" that is, for what purpose do you seek
me?  The question was not asked in ignorance for
he knew their inmost thoughts, but to draw out
their desires. (11) Our great Teacher addresses the
same question to you and me. Rabbi , . . Mas-
ter. Rubbi is a Hebrew word, meaning master, or
teacher.  John translates it for the benefit of his
Greek readers. Notice that the same word in
Matthew’s gospel remains untranslated, for
Matthew wrote for Jews. Where dwellest
thou? Better as in  Rev, Ver., “where
abidest thou?” for the reference is not to a per-
manent home, but to a temporary stoppirg-place,
They desired an opportunity for extended conver-
sation. (12) Z%e heart that hungers after Christ is
not content with a bricf meeting, but desires constant
communion,

39. Come and see. Such is the “invitation
of Christ still, to come by faith and then to see in
personal experience,”—(larke. Abode with him
that day. John has not told us what was said
in that wonderful conversation, the first of many
with his Lord ; but its result was such a clear con-
viction and strong faith that both of the hearers
went forth saying, “We have found the Mes-
sins!”  (18) Those who will candidly meet Christ
will believe in him. It was about the tenth
hour. The ancients divided the day from sun-
rise to sunset into twelve hours, so that this would

C.

The lengthy comment demanded by the unique
importance of the prologue compels us to be very
brief here. This and the next lesson belong to the
second of the seven great sections of the gospel—
from 1,19, to 2. 11; it is introductory, recording
‘‘the presentation of Jesus on the fleld of human

be four o'clock in the afternoon. “It was not

hard for the writer to remember the time of that

day, for it was the sacred turning-point of his
‘ life." — Ellicott.

40. One of the two. The other was un-
doubtedly John himself, who every-where avoids
the mention of his own name. Andrew. He
was a fisherman of Galilee, living at Bethsaida,
and in partnership with his brother Simon. He is
mentioned but three times in this gospel, and
every time it is suggested or stated that he brought
some onc to Jesus ; 8o we may take him as the type
of the individual worker, who secks souls one at
time. (14) We can eacl bring some soul to Christ.

41. He first findeth, The expression inti-
mates thut each man went to find his own brother,
and that Andrew found his brother first. (15) Zhe
new disciple should begin at once to work for his
Master. (16) The best place in which to begin
Christian work is home. His own brother
Simon. As is often the case, the worker for one
soul that day wrought better than he knew, for he
led to Jesus one who was destined to be the chief
of the twelve, and a founder of the Church. (17) No
one knows what great results may follow Jrom a
word in scason. We have found the Messias.
The Hebrew word Messiak, meaning the same as
the Greek word Christ, ““ the anointed ;" the per-
son whom the Jews expected as the Deliverer and
Prince of their nation. Being interpreted,
the Christ. John translates the Hebrew term
for the benefit of his Greek readers,

42. He brought him. We may not be able
to preach great sermons, like Peter, but we can
bring friends to Jesus, like Andrew. Jesus
beheld him. The original here indicates u
fixed, penctrating look ; Rev, Ver., “looked upon
him.” It was a look which saw all the glori-
ous possibilities in Peter’s nature. Simon the
son of Jona. Rev. Ver.,, “Simon the son of
Joln.” e had never met him before, yet
he displayed a divine knowledge of his char-
uacter and history. Thou shalt be called
Cephas. A Hebrew word meaning “rock.”
Perhaps referring to the strength of his character,
perhaps to his rank as the founder of the Church
by his noble confession of Jesus as *the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” (Matt. 16.16.) By
interpretation, A stone. Rather, as in the
Rev. Ver., “Peter.” Again John translates the
Hebrew word into its Greck equivalent.

NOTES. $

history ” (M. M.). The greatness of the Baptist
once more comes out, to be a weightier witness to
Him who was infinitely greater still. The event is
localized at an obscure spot on the eastern bank of
Jordan named Bethany—‘‘ house of the boat”—

variously placed near Jericho. and a littie south of
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the Sea of Galilee, Here the Baptist's testimony
brings to Christ for the first time six of his

apostles: Andrew, Peter, John, James, Philip and

Nathanael (Bartholomew).

Verse 29. Coming. Probably from the wil-
derness of the temptation. The Lamb. Usually
supposed to refer to Isa. 53. 7, or to the lamb of
the morning and evening sucrifice. But ncither
suits the context here. It can only be the paschal
Jamb that is meant—passover was now approach-
ing (chap. 2. 13), and possibly wonld he suggested
by flocks of lumbs passing by to Jerusalem in readi-
ness for the feast. ¢ Christ our passover”
of the cardinal idens of this gospel. The paschal
offering had an affinity to the sin-offering in the
sprinkling of blood on the door-post, which was
mainly done as an atoncment.  The Baptist's
abrupt introduction of the phrase suggests that he
had unfolded the idea to his disciples before. Of
God. Which God provides for the Sucrifice

is one

(Gen. 22. 8). Taketh away. The usage of the |

LXX. and the parallel, 1 John 3. 5, prove this ren-
dering superior to the margin, though of course
“ bearing " is the means of * taking away " (Isa.
53. 11; Matt. 8. 17). This teaching of the Baptist
scems to have passed into the currency of the
Church before our Gospel recorded it.  Comp.

1 Pet. 1. 18, 19, and Rev. 5. 6, cte. World. |
Which therefore * licth in the evil one” entirely |

hecause of its own ignorance or willfulness. The
plished redemption is absolutely universal,

30. Of whom. Literally, “on whose be-
half,? vindicating whose dignity. A man.
The more honorablo of the two Greek words for
“ man,” emphasizing the majesty of his humunity.
Sce verse 15 and notes.

31. There is some doubt as to the meaning of
the first clause. Luke 1. 80, lends some support to the
supposition that John literally was unacquainted
with Jesus, but Matt. 8. 14, re-enforces strongly the
opposite view, and the intimacy of the families is
additional evidence.  Probably, therefore, the
words here deseribe official, not personal, knowl-
cdge. John knew Jesus and believed him to be
Messiah, but his convictions were as yct unrati-
fied. Manifest. Contrast verse 26. John’s
mission was to prepare the hearts of the spiritual
Israel for the full revelation of Messiah., Israel.
Comparing verses 47,49 chap. 8. 10;and 12,13, we

|

see that this word always deseribes the people as a !

Church—a Church which was now to throw open
its membership to all. In water. The symbol
of cleansing from sin. Comp. Ezck. 36. 25, 31.
The baptism of John was very probably a direct
translation into symbolic act of these prophetic
words. In the Talmud we find that proselytes
from heathenism were admitted by baptism, de-
scribed as a new birth; but we are unable to
decide whether this was carlier or later than John.

it with Messiah’s advent, and we can trace their
indignation at the 1dea that Israclites, elean by
birth, should need this cleansing.

32. There was a popular belief that Messiah
would be unknown till anointed by Elijah. The
sign which John reccived as acerediting Jesus as
Messiah took place at the baptism some six weeks
before, and then and since he had heen contem-
plating the divine testimony ; such is the foree ot
have behelds Dove. The exquisite phrase of
Gen. 1. 2 (“ the Spirit. . . .was brooding upon. ... .the
waters ") suggested this comparison to the Jewish
expositors.  Comp. Milton’s magnificent address to
the Spirit at the beginning of Puradise Lost. The
dovesymbolizes gentleness and innocence. A very
carly evangelie tradition preserved by Justin and
others relates that at the baptism fire was Kkin-
dled in Jordan,” thus bringing in the other char-
acteristic manifestation.  Abodes  Comp. Isa.
11. 2, and contrast the intermittent inspiration of
the prophets (for example, 2 Kings 3. 15). of
course the Spirit was with Jesus throughout the
thirty years of silence. But the one Spirit comes
with diversities of gifts, and, assuredly, the power
which inspired the Son of God to speak no word
and do no sign, but look passively on the world
that cried for a Deliverer, was not less wonderful
than that which sent him forth to reveal himself.

33. Note that John is endowed with power to
recognize the Spirit abiding on Jesus after weeks
had passed ; it was no mere physical sight that
apprchended it. The Holy Spirit.  Strictly,
the definite article should be omitted. He bap-
tized * in the regencrating influences of the [per-
sonal] Holy Spirit ;" John’s baptism only repre-
sented the end of the old life, this the birth of
the new.

34. The highest point in John’s witness'depends
on the heavenly voice of Matt. 8. 17, unrecorded
here beeause St. John always assumes the knowl-
cdge of the synoptic gospels. Son of God. Cer-
tainly not ‘““a designation of Messiah.”  Had
Jesus only claimed a human Messiahship he would
have suited popular belief completely.

35. Two. From verses 40. 41, we infer that
John himself was the one unnamed.

36. The repeated testimony, no longer needing
the explanatory clause, is given with a penctrating
ook ” and a solemn emphasis which the disciples
rightly interpret : the time is come for John’s true
followers to learn of another Master.

37. Followed. It was a single and decisive
act, but did not involve forsaking their ordinary
avoeations, That came later (Matt, 4.18-22.)

88, Their humility will not allow them to
speak uninvited to One so great.  But Jesus will
never allow reverence to keep seekers from him
Cowmp. Mark 5. 32, sp. What, They change it
to “Whom.” Nothing less than Christ himselt

From verse 25 we see that the Pharisces connected | would sutisfy their “geeking.” Rabbi. As in
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verse 41, the very words they used were recalled
by the vivid memory of the writer chronicling his
spiritual birthday. The Aramaic needed interpre-
tation for the Gentiles at Ephesus. Teacher.
Comp. chap. 8. 2. As aterm of address, ** Mas-
ter” is almost inevitable in English, but the mean-
ing is the same,

39. Abode. Always a significant term in
8St. John, here describing the solemn intercourse
of ‘“that day” which saw the founding of the
Christian Church. Tenth. The comparison of
Mark 15. 25, with chap. 19. 14, shows that St. John
used a different reckoning, substantially agrecing
with our own, which we find was current in Asia
Minor at the end of the first century. The mem-
orable hour then will be ten A, M.

40. Note how such fumous men as Peter was
by this time are mentioned without the description
which carlier narratives gave. That the second here
was John is hinted clearly by the form of the
statement tha, Andrew found * his own brother
Simon,” implying that his compunion found his;
James and John were the only other pair of
brothers in the twelve, unless Matthew and James
were sons of the same *“ Alpheus,”

41. Findeth . . . have found. In both
cases after search, not accidently. Messiah.
Only clsewhere in chap. 4. 25, the Aramaic for the
Old Testament * Anointed of Jehovah.” In1 John
2. 20, believers are said to have * an anointing from
the Holy One,” a chrism from Christ,

42, Looked upon. The same word in verse
36 describes a similar penctrating glance that reads
character. John. In the synoptists, Jonah, but
both names evidently represent Johanan, Shalt
be. Whether the name is actually given now, or
its bestowal predicted only, its meaning was not
explained till the great occasion of Matt. 16. 18,
Peter. The title, * Man of Rock,” was given
him officially as representing all confessors of the
truth of Christ’s divinity, the *“rock” on which
the Church is built,

The Lesson Counecil.

Question 2. What was the meaning of * The
Lamb of God” in the mind of Jokn the Baptist?

The Baptist was the divinely appointed forerun-
ner of Christ. As such he announeed himself. To
him God had given a comparatively clear view of
the work for which Christ had come into the
world., Hence there is no warrant for the pre-
tended surprise of Strauss and others that the har-
binger of Christ should have such knowledge of
the atonement.  As the herald of the Redeemer he
knew that it was to take away the sin of the world
that the Son of man came to earth, He was familiar
with the sacrificial rites of the Levitical system.
The lambs slain at the altars of the temple he knew
to be typical of this Lamb now standing before

him. It was as if the Baptist had said, * The
lainbs offered on your altars atone for ceremonial
offenses of the Jews, but cannot cleanse the guilty
conscience and give freedom from the power of sin,
But this Lamb, which God has prepared by the effi-
cacy of his shed blood, will cleanse not only the
hearts of all Israel, but all the world beside.
Therefore it was not by the name of Prince, or
King, that John introduced Christ to the multitude
on the banks of the Jordan, but as * the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” To
John it meant precisely what it meant to Isaiah,
who prophesied of the Lamb led to the slaughter,
who was wounded for our transgressions, and who
bare the sins of many,— Rev. George E. Hite.

This expression is not the result of John’s con-
ception ; it is an inspiration. The Baptist is the
organ of the Holy Ghost, and therefore at once
takes hold of essential things and declares the doe-
trine and manner of the atonement. The Jews un-
derstood the reference very well ; the sacrifice of
lambs for the guilt of the people being witnessed
every day. Now John says this is the Lamb of
God—the true sacrifice required and appointed by
God—and al other sacrifices are only types.— Rev.
H. Licbhart, D.D.

In calling Jesus * the Lamb of God,” John prob-
ably had two things in mind : First, that the nat-
ure or disposition of Jesus was one of unusual
mildness, gentleness, und harmoniousness ; second,
thut he was to be for the great Father's family
what the passover lamb was for the Hebrew family
—an offering ** without spot or blemish,” whose
death and sprinkled blood were the ground of hope
and way of escape. As such a sacrifice he was
provided not by wan, but by God.—. £. Jacklin,
D.D.

Johr had known Jesus from childhood. He was
now in that prophetic frame in which he would
know no man after the flesh, and so could be in-
fluenced by former acquaintanceship only so far as
to be attracted by the spiritual beauty of the life
he had known. How fully he felt this is evident
from his language at the baptism of Jesus, “ I have
need to be baptized of thee.” But as one divinely

harged with the responsibility of ing the
kingdom of God he waited for a divine sign, It
was given at the baptism, From that moment not
only did he proclaim the Saviour, but, as by an
added anointal, a view, in the light of the teach-
ing of the law and the prophets, most pure and
complete was given him of the person and work of
the Redeemer. The Person was divine ; his work,
sacrificial.— Rev. Arthur Copeland.

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
Privileges of Christ’s Disciples.
I. Insionr,
1. Behold the Lamb. v. 29,
“1beheld....a Lamb.” Rev, 5, 6,

=
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2. Jsaw the Spirit descending. v. 82.
“Seeing him who is invisible,” Heb, 11, 27,
II. AssurancE.
I saw and bare record. v. 84.
““In full assurance of faith.” Heb. 10. 22.
““The full assurance.” Col. 2. 2.
111, FeLLowsurp.
Abode with him, v. 89.
“ We will come unto him.” John 14, 23,
“Qur fellowship....with his Son.” 1 John
1. 8.
1V, TesmiMony.
We have found the Messias. v. 41,
“Confess with thy mouth.” Row. 10. §, 10.
“ Will not be ashamed.” Psa. 119. 46.
V. TRANSFORMATION,
Art Simon... .called Cephas. v. 42.
‘“ A new creature.” 2 Cor. 5, 17,
* Be renewed in....your mind.” Eph. 4. 23.

Thoughts for Young People.
The Growth of the Kingdom.

1. The kingdom of Christ grows from small be-
ginnings, There was a time when the entire body
of Christ’s followers consisted of two persons, John
and Andrew. From that small number it has
grown until it now embraces the world.

2+ The kingdom grows gradually. 1t did not at
once leap into large numbers. * First the blade,
then the ear;” twc, four, six believers; twelve
disciples following Jesus, a hundred and twenty
at the close of his eathly life, three thousand on
the day of Pentecost. It has advanced, but not in
a sudden or tumultuous manner,

3. The kingdom grows by the personal experience
of its members. Andrew talked with Jesus, and
was convinced ; Philip saw him and believed ; Na-
thanacl doubted until he met Jesus, and then ac-
cepted him at once. Each member of Christ's
true Church has been in personal contact with his
Lord.

4. The kingdom grows by personal testimony.
John the Baptist bore his testimony, and the two
disciples who heard it sought Jesus ; in turn An-
drew and Philip tell others ; and they too come to
Christ. So now the testimony of converted men
and women is the great power of the Gospel.

8. The kingdom grows by the personal investiga-
tion of dnquirers. Andrew and John went per-
sonally to find out who Jesus was, and they came
away belicvers. Nathanael doubted at first, but
accepted the invitation to “‘come and see,” and
when he had talked with Christ believed with all
hisheart. The Gospel does not shirk investigation,
but courts it from every honest inquirer.

Lesson Word-Pictures.
0 Jordan, stay thy flow ! Hush thy murmurs!
Thy Maker is coming to thee !

Who anticipates this? Look up and down the
stream winding along beneath the soft azure sky.
See the ranks of people crowding down to the river,
their life far more restless than Jordan’s flow.
There, too, is the bold prophet from the wilderness,
John the Baptist, the rugged preacher of repent-
ance. You can hear his clear, ringing voice. You
see his hands lifted in warning. But what suddenly
stays them ¥ What checks his voice ¢ What gives
intensity to his look? Whom does he see ap-
proaching ¥ He cries, * Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world 1" It is
thy Maker, Jordan, that has come.

And O, solemn testimony of the Spirit that,
dovelike, descends and abides upon Jesus of
Nazareth !

The morrow has come.

There is the same sky, the same sun, the same
Jordan flowing to its grave in the sea. But is
Jesus there?

Yes, he is walking in the fields. John secs him.
He turns to the two disciples that are with him.
He cries again, * Behold the Lamb of God !

Jesus walks on.,

Shall he go alone—a rabbi without a disciple, a
master without a servant, Messiah without one
ever-present subject ? The two disciples follow him.

He turns. He speaks. They ask where Jesus
may dwell, and, O, gracious hospitality of the King,
he makes them his guests! O, that calm and holy
night under the roof with Jesus—those guests hold-
ing converse with him down in the secluded court
amid the fountains, or up on the star-lit roof,
hearing his voice, the music of his words, the wis-
dom of his thoughts! Jesus in the house and
Jesus in the heart! And, waking, they still find
Jesus in the home !

‘What wonder that one of those guests should
hurry away to find his brother Simon! He has
such news to tell! He has discovered such treas-
ure, gold and precious stones, and Simon must
share them. It is a new country, and Simon must
enter it. This is the King, and Simon must see
him in his beauty. There is S8imon! And with
eager eyes, almost breathless, in whispered tones
Andrew tells the grewt, glorious tidings, that they
have found Messiah! Prophecy is fulfilled, holy
psalin finds culmination, type and shadow merge
into reality, and tho gray dawn brightens into
day, for Messiah has come!

Simon must see him, Can you not behold them
hurrying away, Andrew going ahead and drawing
Simon on, each eager, wondering, and expectant ?
There he is! There is the Messiah! They stand
face to face, Simon and this new master—0, if 8i-
mon could have looked ahead; if he could have
seen himself impulsively trying to walk on the
water one day to meet this Jesus ; if he could have
caught his own words of shameful denial one sad
night ; if he could have anticipated Galilee’s mar-

L.v-,._,.._'____‘______.______.g_._ﬁl‘_...
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vels, Gethsemane’s agony, Calvary’s martyrdom,
what deeper interest it would have given to this
meeting !

But there they stand, the bold, impetuous fisher-
man from Galilee and this strange man, with such
deep eyes of wisdom and burning heart of love.

And they take one another, Master and disciple, |

Mossiah and subjeet, kingly Lover and passionate
friend. Eyecs meet eyes. Soul mingles with soul.
Jesus welcomes the new-named Peter, and Peter
scknowledges his Lord.

By Way of Illustration.

“ The Lamb of God.” This referred to the
atonement of Christ. Some time ago a war raged
in India between the English and a native mon-
arch. On one occasion sceveral English officers
were tuken prisoners, among them one named
Baird. One day a native officer brought in fetters
to be put on each of the prisoners, the wounded
not excepted. Baird had been severely wounded,
and was suffering from pain and weakness. A
gray-haired officer said to the native official,
“You do not think of putting chains upon that
wounded young man?” ¢ There are just as many
pairs of fetters as there are captives,”” was the
answer, ‘‘and every pair must bhe worn.”
“Then,” said the officer, * put two pairs on me.
T will wear his as well as my own.” The end of
the story is, that Baird lived to regain his free-
dom, lived to take that very city, but the gener-
ous friend died in prison. Ile wore two pairs of
fetters. But what if he had worn the fetters for
all in the prison?  What if, instead of heing a cap-
tive himself, he had been free and great, and had
quitted a glorious palace to live in their loathsome
dungeon, to wear their chains, to bear their
stripes, to suffer and die in their stead, that they
might go free? Such a thing has been done.
For all who receive the grace of God’s Son, the
chains are struck off, and the prison is thrown
wide open,— Pulpit Treasury.

‘4 John bare record.” When Christians bear record
that this is the Son of God, others will follow Jesus.
An eminent jurist of New Jersey, who was an unbe-
liever, one night stepped into a prayer-room to
sce & man on business, It was a testimony serv-
ice, and as he waited a number of his friends and
neighbors testified concerning the reality of
Christian experience. He reasoned: *“If these
people were my witnesses in the court-room I
should win the ease. If their testimony is reliable
i other matters, why not concerning spiritual
things?” He arose and confessed his unbelief
and asked for help. He is now a class-leader in
that very church.

| preacher of the North-west Indiana Conference.
The young man he addressed was John Evans, a
young physician of Indiana. The invitation was
accepted, and John Evans went to prayer-meet-
ing. God's Holy Spirit convicted him of sin. He
! was converted, and his great career as a Christian
philanthropist was bhefore him. If the future
could have been unrolled before the eyes of that
preacher that night, sleep would have been im-
possible. The great North-western University at
Evanston, Iil., with its thousand students;, with
its great endowment, with its bnlliant future, is
not ashamed to call John Evans father. The
University of Denver has started into existence
and made its wonderfully prosperous heginning
under his fostering care. Two millions of invita-
tions to prayer-mecting ought to be uttered this
very week. Disciple of Jesus, when are you
going to begin to say, ‘‘Come!” When will the
divine impulse of soul-saving come upon you? Be-
gin to-day, The time is short.— World- Wide Mis-
sions,

In the margin of the Revised Version the ex-
pression, ‘‘redeeming the time,” is rendered,
“buying up the opportunity,” which signifies the
favorable moment for doing what ought to be
done. Paul never lost his chance. In the prison
at Philippi, before Felix and Agrippa he spoke the
right word. This is the secret of success with the
efficient winners of souls. Hewitson, the zealous
Scotch minister, passes a poor woman, who in her
doorway is holding her infant in her armns, and
| says to her, “I hope your soul is equally safe im
| the arms of Jesus.” His friend, Robert
| McCheyne, passing through an iron furnace, says
to a workman who had opened a furnace door,
“My friend, does that terrible flame remind you
of any thing?” Such words in season, kindly
spoken, strike and stick. Thousands of xouls have
been converted by single sentences, uttered at the
nick of time. Harlan Page made it a rule never to
hold conversation with any one without saying
something to profit their souls, and he never did it
in & rude way, either. He was able to identify
over one hundred cases of conversion wrought by
his faithful instrumentality. The Leyden jar ot
his godly zeal emitted aspark to every one with
whom he came in contact.— 7. L, Cuyler,

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Environments: Dato; place; great moral up-
heaval wrought by John the Baptist, with its far-
reaching political, social, and religious influences.
++..Consider this lesson as portraying four leading
characteristics of Christian work: Testifying,

“ Findeth his brother Simon....and brought
him to Jesus.” * Come and go to prayer-meeting
with me to-night,” The speaker was 8 Methodi

Coming, Communing, and Bringing....I. Tram-

. ryiNe, John's aots in this lesson furnish material

for a wonderful word-picture. To the Galilean

Jesus was at this time but a Galilean car~
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penter ; to John’s spiritual vision he was the Son
of God. So no unenlightened mind can see in our
Lord the matchless power and beauty which the
Church sees in him. And what it sees it is its
privilege und duty to testify to the world. For
this express purpose was the Church instituted. If
John had not borne record his disciples would
never have become followers of Christ. The first
chapter in every revival is the earnest testimony of
God-fearing Christians. ...II. ComiNe, Here again
is a wonderful scene for an artist, and words are
better than pencils : 1. John first came to Christ,
else he could not have directed his followers to
him. 2. How many conversions depended upon
the action of Andrew and his unnamed companion
that day! One might almost say that half the
Christian Church in all ages came to Jesus with
them. 3. None of these early disciples would
have found Jesus if they had refused to come. The
ceal of their relatives could not save them. The
second chapter in every revival is the voluntary
coming of penitent sinners. Emphasize the doc-
trine of ‘‘free-will.”....III. Commuwive. The
friendship which had its beginnings in the ques-
tions of verse 38 was deep and lasting.  Every
Christian is the tenderly cherished friend of Jesus.
Christian experience which is not based on per-
sonal friendship is not good for much. No one
need come to Jesus at all who does not thereafter
commune with his Lord in closest fellowship....
IV. BrinoiNe. No one can really commune with
Jesus without bringing other souls to him. The
chain has no broken links, If the Church testifies
sinners will come; when they come they become
Christians and commune with God ; if they ocom-
mune with God they bring other souls to him,

References.

Freeman’s Hano-Book. Ver. 88: Rabbi, 699,
Ver. 39: The tenth hour, 806....Foster's Cyecro-
pEDIA.  Poetical, 3120, 608, 4879, 4880, 4482, 11343,
11347, 11348, 7122, 4883, 4485, 3522, 8379, 681, Ver,
881 Prose, 2089, 2098, 2095, 2097, 8285, Ver. 42:
Prose, 719, 8990, 2639, 6613-6619,

Primary and Intermediate.
Lusson Thovenr. Going Where Jesus Goes,
Lasson Plan. 1. To tell how Jesus was made

known, 2, To tell how when John saw Jesus he
called others to see him too, 8. To show how lit-
tle disciples may pass the light of life on to those
who are in darkness,

Review, Who is God’s Word to us? How long
has Jesus lived? Why is he called the Life? Who
inthe Light of the world? Who does the Biblesay
is Love? What man was sent to tell that Jesus
was coming ?

Polnt to the Jordan on the map, or make some-

thing to represent the river, and tell that John was
preaching here. Make a great many marks or
dots to indicate the crowd that came out from Je-
rusalem to hear him. The children will be inter-
ested to know how strangely John was dressed.
Tell why so many people came to hear John, The
prophets had written that a Saviour was coming.
The Jews were looking for him. Some thought
that John the Baptist might be the Saviour. But
when they went to hear him he told them that a
holy One was coming. He told all the people te
stop sinning, and to get ready for Jesus. And
then he baptized those who believed what he said,
and were willing to put away sin.

1. Tell how, as John was preaching one day, he
saw Jesus coming, and knew that he was the Su-
viour, God showed him. The Holy Spirit in the
form of a dove sat upon Jesus's head. The
heavenly dove was the sign thut Jesus was the Son
of God, Tell that John was glad to see the One
ubout whom he had been preaching. Tell the true
story of a young girl who took a long journey to
sce her king and get him to help her poor people.
It was far up in the north, and she skated and
walked all the long way. Speak of her joy when
she saw the king at last! Let children tell why
she was glad—because she hoped to get help for
her poor friends in the valleys.

2. Ask what would be in John's heart when he
saw Jesus. Show that Jesus had come to help
every body. John knew this, and so his joy was
great. Tell the story of the starving lepers who
found plenty of food in the Syrian camp, and
hurried to tell other people of it.  As soon as John
kngw Jesus he began to call others to see him too.
Print *“ Behold !”  Explain that this means, *“ See !
Look ! Print ‘Jesus” after Behold. John
wanted every body to see Jesus, Tell the story of
the two disciples who heard John, and followed
Jesus. One was Andrew, the other was the good
John, who loved Jesus so dearly. Tell how An-
drew found his brother, Simon Peter, and brought
him to Jesus. Show that this is the work for dis-
ciples to do.

i 8. With red erayon make
(\X & /) a flaming torch ; if held in a

Il(iHI‘

little hand, so much the bet-
ter. Teach that Andrew
and Joha and Peter all
showed that they were dis-
ciples of Jesus by going
where he went and doing
as he did. That is what dis+
ciples do now. Jesus is the Light, and they hold
out the light to show others the way.

Willie lived in & new country. This is his
house. [Make square.] Over Lere lived Robbie,
Between the houses was a dark wood. Willie
went to visit Robbie, and started to go home at
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just the hour his mamma told him to, but a storm
was coming and it grew dark early. Willie lost
his way. The lightning began to flash, and the
thunder sounded loud among the trees. Willie
was afraid. But Willie's father remembered his
hoy, and went with a light to find him. Willie
saw the light before he could see his father. It
showed him the way, so he soon had hold of his
papa’s hand, and was safe and happy.

Teach that little hands can hold aloft the light
that will show some lost one the way to Jesus.
Talk earnestly and seriously about ways in which
the light may shine, and make a row of little
torches, naming them Truth, Kindness, Patience,
Obedience, Faithfulness, Courage, ete. Tell that
joining a church is not a light to show others the
way ; good talk is a light that goes out very quickly ;
doing kind acts to be seen and praised is not a
light at all, but darkness! Little light-bearers
must go where Jesus did, and try to do as he did,
if they want to show others the way to him.

Bing, * God make my life a little light.”

Blackboard,

/
EMH OLD I .
f.‘: IS DISCIPLE.
RING OTHERS 70 HIinr.

Direcrions ¥or Corors.—The cross may be
drawn in outline with light blue or gray chalk ;
the words on the cross and the name of Jesus in
white ; the remaining words in red or pink.

Torrc.—Amn I a disciple of Christ ?
tried to bring others to him?

Have 1 cver

OPTIPNAL HYMNS,
Abide with me.
Come, said Jesus’ sacred.
Jesus is calling.
Who'll be the next?
To Jesus I will go.
Why do yon wait ?
Happy day.

All for thee.

Alone with Jesus,
My youth is thine.
If my disciple.

The call for reapers,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school. ]

1. What did John say when he saw Jesus?
¢¢ Behold,* cte. (GoLpex Texr.)

2. What did he say he had seen deseending like
a dove from heaven upon Jesus 2 The Spirit.

3. Of what did he bear record?  Jesus is the
Son of God.

4. What &id Jesus say to John's two disciples
who asked him where he dwelt? Come and see.

5. As soon as Andrew had found the Christ,
whom did he bring to him? His brother
Simon.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

8. What more do we learn concerning God?

That He is holy and righteous, faithful and true,
gracious and merciful,

4. What do you mean by the omnipresence of God?
That God is everywhere.

A.D. 27.] LESSON III.

CHRIST’S FIRST MIRACLE.

[July 19.

GOLDEN TEXT. This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee,
and manifested forth his glory. John 2. 11

Authorized Version.

John 2. 1<11. [Commit to memory verses 1-5.)

1 And the third day there was a marriage in
Ca’'na of Gal'i-lee ; and the mother of Je'sus was
there :

2 And both Je'sus was called, and his disciples,
to the marriage.

8 And when they wanted wine, the mother of
Je'sus saith unto him, They have no wine.

4 Je'sus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to
do with thee { mine hour is not yet come,

Revised Version.

1 And the third day there was a marriage in
Ca'na of Gal'i-lee ; and the mother of Je'sus was
2 there: and Je'sus also was bidden, and his dis-
3 ciples, to the marriage. And when the wine
failed, the mother of Je'sus saith unto him, They
4 have no wine. And Je'sus saith unto her,
Woman, what have I to do with thee ? mine
5 hour is not yet come. His mother saith unte
the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do
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5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatso-
ever he saith unto you, do it

6 And there were set there six water-pots of
stone, after the manner of the purifying of the
Jews, containing two or three firkins apicee.

% Je'sus saith unto them, Fill'the water-pots with
water.  And they filled them up to the brim.

8 And he saith uynto them, Draw out now, and
heur unto the governor of the feast. And they
bare it.

9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the wa-
ter that was made wine, and knew not whence it
was, (but the servants which drew the water knew,)
the governor of the feast called the bridegroom,

10 And saith unto him, Every man at the begin-
ning doth set forth good wine ; and when men have
well drunk, then that which is worse : bu¢ thou hast
kept the good wine until now.

11 This beginning of miracles did Je'sus in Ca'-
nu of Gal'i-lee, and manifested forth his glory ;
and his disciples believed on him,

6 it. Now there were six water-pots of stone set
there after the Jews’ manner of purifying, con-
taining two or three firking apicce.  Je'sus
saith unto them, Fill the water-pots with water,
And they filled them up to the brim.  And he
saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto
the ruler of the feast. And they bare it.  And
when the ruler of the feast tasted the water
now become wine, and knew not whence it was
(but the servants which had drawn the water
knew), the ruler of the feast calleth the bride-
groom, and saith unto him, Every man setteth
on first the good wine; and when men have
drunk freely, then that which is worse: thou
hast kept the good wine until now. This be-
ginning of his signs did Je'sus in Ca'na of Gal'-
i-lee, and manifosted his glory ; and his disci-
ples believed on him.

-~
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TIME.—A. D. 27, PLACE.—Cana of Gali-
Jee. RULERS.—Ierod in Galilee; Pilate in
Jerusalem. DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.
—The supernatural power of Christ.

HOME READINGS.

M. Christ's first miracle. John 2. 1-11.
. Customs of purifying. Mark 7. 1-9.
Proofs of Messinhship. Luke 7. 16-23.
. Seripture fulfilled. Luke 4. 14-21.
Evidence of divinity. John 10. 31-42.
Mighty works. Mark 6. 1-6.

A waiting guest. Rev. 3, 14-22,

w.
Th

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 32, New Canadian Hymnal,
Oh, word of words, the sweetest,

No. 38, New Canadian Hymnal.
I've found a friend in Jesus, he's everything
to me.
No. 43, New Canadian Hymnal,
All the way my Saviour leads me.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 67, 72, 73.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Marriage, v. 1, 2.

Where was there a marriage ?

‘What was this the *“ third day ” after?

Who were present at the wedding ¢

What may we learn from the presence of Jesus
at such a social festival?
2. The Mother, v. 3-5.

What does the phrase * wanted wine’ mnean {

Who told Jesus about it {

Was there any disrespeet in his accosting his
wother as * Woman ¢

What is the meaning of the question that Jesus
asked her?

What is the meaning of * Mine hour is not yet
come?”

What may we infer from the order that Mary
gave to the servants ?

How may we turn it into a wise direction for vur
own daily lives? £
3. The Miracle, v. 6-11.

For what were water-pots used ?

What is the meaning of *“the purifying of ths
Jewst"

How much was a firkin?

Who was the governor of the feast ?

What did he say to the bridegroom?

Was this a joke or a sober statement ?

Is there any justification to be found in this les-
won for the use of intoxicants in our social gather-

ings?
What was the effect of this miracle on the
public? .

What was its effect on his disciples?

Practical Teachings.

1. Where does this lesson intimate—
1.) That cheerfulness and sociability are con-
sistent with true godliness
2.) That we are to obey God even when we do
not understand his design ? .
8.) That God can work his wonders with the
most ordinary materials ?
4.) That God delights to give bounteously ¢
5.) That Christianity rests upon a miraculous
basis 1
2, Of what is the reservation of the best of the
wine to the last of the feast suggestive?

Hints for Home Study.

1. Find six other cases where Jesus addresses
women as * Woman,”

| .
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1.) A foreigner whose daughter he was about to
relieve from a great affliction,

2.) One whose deformity he pitied and healed.

$.) One to whose inquiring mind he revealed the
profoundest truths,

4.) A sinner whom he refuses to condemn.

5.) His mother at the most pathetic moment in
both of their lives,

6.) Ono of his warmest earthly friends when he
suddenly found her in an agony of tears,
Find how many ycars had elapsed since the

Jews had seen a miracle.
Find other cases where Jesus took part in social
festivities,
4. Find other cases in which Jesus speaks of the
coming of his hour.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. The Marriage, v. 1, 2.

Where did th:¢ marriage take place ?

When did it occur ?

From what time is * the third day ” reckoned ?

What guests are named as present ?
2. The Mother, v. 3-5.

What need arose at the feast ?

To whom was the need mentioned, and by
whom ?

What reply did Jesus make?

What command did the mother give ?
J. The Miracle, v. 6-11,

What vessels are mentioned as being at hand ?

For what purpose were they needed ¢

Why were so many vessels needed for this pur-
pose? (Mark 7. 3, 4.)

What command did Jesus give about these t

‘What did he then bid the servants to do ?

Who first tasted the new-made wine ?

‘What did he say to the bridegroom ?

Ilow many miracles had Jesus wrought before
this ?

What was shown by this miracle? (GoLpen
Texr.)

What effect had it on the disciples ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. To invite Jesus to share our joys
2. To take our cares to Jesus

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find a story of another feast at which Jesus was
an invited guest.
What was his last miracle before his death ?
Find the first and last words given in the gospels
spoken by Jesus to his mother.
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
Who were invited to a marriage feast? Jesus
and his disciples.
Where was the marriage? In Cana of Gale
ilee.
What friend of Jesus was present? His
mother.
What happened during the feast? The wine
gave out.

What did Jesus's mother want himto do? Te
make more wine.

What did he say to her? ¢¢ Mine hour is
not yet come,?”’

What did his mother think? That he would
work the miracle.

What did she say to the servants? ¢¢ Whate
soever he saith unto you, do it.**

With what did Jesus command the water-pots to
be filled? With water,

What was his next command? ¢ Draw out
now.”

To whom was the cup given? To the ruler
of the feast.

What did he find the drink to be? The best
wine.

Did he know that Jesus made it from water?
Not when he tasted it.

What was this great work?
miracle.

‘Who believed on him when they saw it? His
disciples.

Words With Little People.

Jesus is the Maker of all things. It is easy for
him to change one thing into another. No man
can change water into good wine; but Jesus can !
Do you want to hear of something still more
wonderful ¥ Jesus can change a sinful heart into
aclean one! Ie can do it just as easily and just
as quickly as he turned the water into wine that
day.

Jesus’s first

8. To do whatever Jesus commands {

Whisper Motto.
“ What he says to me I will do.”

General Statement,

From the valley of the Jordan Jesus went up into the highlands of Galilee, attended by a little com-
pany of followers. He came to Cana, the home of one of his disciples, and only a few miles distant from
his own home at Nazareth. At Cana he hallowed by his presence a marriage feast, and wrought his
eurliest miracle. The supply of wine was exhausted. The mother of the Lord came to him and in-
formed him of the need which she felt that he could supply. He showed her that his powers were not
for her to control, but for his heavenly Father, and that when the right hour came they would be exercised.
The hour came at once, and the mother may perhaps have recognized it by his sudden sovereign glance,
forshe bade the servants fulfill his bidding. There were standing in the hall six large stone jars containing

—————————— S ————— S ——
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water for washing the guests’ feet and hands before they reclined around the tables. Jesus bade the
servants fill them with water, and then take out and bear to the master of the banquet. He knew
not whence it came, but tasted it, and at once spoke across the table to the bridegroom, declaring that
generally men offered their best wine first, and then that of poorer quality when the taste had been
dulled by drinking, but that he had kept his best wine until now. The unthinking company of feasters
may not have known of the miracle, or, knowing it, may have accepted it in mere wonder; but the
little group of disciples around Jesus saw in this miracle the tokens of divine power and * believed.”
Let us study it as one of the evidences of our Lord’s divinity.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. The third day. Thatis, from the day
when Philip was called (John 1. 43). The time
between these two events was occupied in making
the journcy. (1) How closely was the life of our
great Eremplar filled up with blessed toil! A
marriage. Ilebrew maidens were married on
the fourth day of the week, our Wednesday ;
widows were married on the fifth day, our Thurs-
day. Wedding feasts were usually seven days in
duration. Cana of Galilee. Either K¢r
RKenna, four or five miles from Nazareth, or Kana
el Jelil, about six miles north of Nazareth, The
mother of Jesus. Mary of Nazareth, who is
never mentioned by name in John’s gospel.
Was there. We notice that Jesus *was bid-
den,” while his mother * was there;” she may
have been a friend or relative, for she appears
later to have had some charge over the houschold,
and to speak with authority to the servants,

2. Jesus was called. Rev. Ver., “ was bid-
den.”  One of his newly appointed disciples,
Nathanacl, was a resident of Cana, His disci-
ples. Five or six men: Andrew, Peter, John,
Philip, and Nathanael, and probably James.
Their discipleship was only a few days old, and it
is not unlikely that his company inereased the
number of guests to an unexpected degree, which
would account for the failure of the wine.
Marriage. Jesus never shrank from sociability,
but he elevated the tone of every group he joined.
(2) The Gospel harmonizes with human joy. (3)
When we go to a feast, let us carry our Master's
spirit with us. (4) Sanctified sociability is greatly
needed in all our churches and homes.

3. When they wanted wine. Rather, as
in Rev. Ver., “when wine failed.” Ancient
wines were much weaker than those now in use,
and were, besides, diluted with water. Even if, as
some cluim, Christ and his disciples followed the
custom of the times in drinking weak wine, we
could find no warrant in his example for our
drinking whisky, or that strong wine which
awakens an appetite for whisky. Our Lord never
made or drank any thing which led, as our wines
directly do, to degradation of body, mind, and
soul. The mother of Jesus saith, Evi-
dently she desired to suggest to him the exercise
of miraculous powers, just as prophets had done in
other times and in like needs ; for example, Elisha
in 2 Kings 4. 1-7, 42-44. She was fully von-

vinced that her son was a prophet as great as these
ancient worthies, and could work miracles like
theirs; but perhaps, in spite of all past wonders,
she did not understand his mysterious divine
nature.

4. Woman. To our ears this sounds harsh,
but the word that Jesus used was both respectful
and affectionate. A glance at a concordance will
show that when on other occasions Jesus used this
word his heart was unusually stirred with pathos
and tenderness. What have I to do with thee ?
Ile did not refuse, but based his action on submission
to his heavenly Father rather than to his earthly
mother, Ie was to act no longer as the son of
Mary, but as the Son of God. Mine hour.
That is, the instant when he should manifest his
Messiahship by a miraculous act. Not yet
come. When did it come? On that very day,
perhaps at the moment after he had spoken, when,
having sundered the last earthly tie, and having
fully submitted himself to his Father's will, he
felt within his spirit the divine signal that the
hour had come. (5) We must maintain close fel-
Looship with God if we would be guided by his
counsel,

5. His mother. In this lesson Mary shows
faith, spiritual insight, and submission to her Son
as a messenger of God. Saith unto the serv-
ants. Evidently she stood upon a footing differ-
ent from the guests, and possessed authority,
Whatsoever he saith. (6) Let us take these
words as our motto in life.

6. There were set. John remembers the
very scene, just as it was on the day of the miracle,
Six water-pots. Large jars, standing in the
court, for use in the many washings required by
the Jewish customs. Purifying of the Jews.
This is alluded to by the evangelist for the sake of
his Gentile readers, who had no such usages. As
they were for the purpose of washing, of course
they would contain water, and not wine. Tweo
or three firkins apiece. The ‘“metretes,” or
‘“firkin,” contained about nine gallons. It is not

'y to suppose that all b wine. Per-
haps only so much was transformed as was taken
out by the servants. (7) God delights to give
liberally.

7. Jesus saith. How calm the consciousness
of power in his words. JFill the waterepots
with water. Not a particle of wine was used,




July 19.]

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. 871

50 that the result could not come from the dilution
of wine with water. They filled them. (8) “ /¢
is ours to fill the water-pots ; it is Christ's to make
the water wine. Duties are ours; events are
God’s.” — Ryie.

8. Draw out now. This was done by letting
down a vessel into the large jar. The governor
of the feast. There is some doubt whether this
was one of the guests, chosen to preside at the ban-
quet, or (as the later expositors suggest) a head-
waiter, hired to supervise the arrangements. They
bare it. They took up water and poured out wine.

9. Had tasteds This verse shows the inde-
pendent character of the testimonies to the miracle,
The ruler of the feast knew that it was wine,
but did not know whence it came, while the serv-
ants who drew the water knew whence it came, but
did not know by what power it had been trans-
formed. Called the bridegroom. Called out to
him, perhaps across the room, in sportive language.

10. Saith unto him. The language of the
manager is given to show that it was genuine
wine, and not a poor imitation, thut Jesus had
made. Thou hast kept the good wine until
now. The ‘“ruler’s” words were coarsely jocu-
lar, but the custom he alludes to is true to human
nature in all lands, The world gives its best wine
at first, and when men have become intoxicated
with it, then the poor, as the prodigal son expe-
rienced (Luke 15, 13-16). (9) * Christ ever reserves
the best wine to the last.””— Abbott.

11. This beginning of miracles. Plainly
stating that this was the first miracle of Jesus,  So
the miraculous stories of Christ’s childhood in the

_apocryphal gospels are mere fables. Manifested

forth his glory. By it he showed his divine
power, his goodness and grace, and the wealth of
his nature. Believed on him, They already
believed, but when they saw this miracle their
fuith was greatly strengthened.

CAMBRIDGE NOTES.

Verse 1. Third. From the end of chapter 1,
the sixth since the event of 1. 19. The uncertain
site of Bethany makes the length of the journey
thence uncertain, but it must have been at lenst
sixty miles. Jesus apparently started on the day
of Nathanael’s call, traveled the whole of the next
day, and on the third morning arrived at Cana.
Marriage. That is, the beginning of the mar-
riage feast, which often was extended over a week
or more. Dr. Edersheim says that the day, unless
the bride was a widow, must have been Wednes-
day, which fixes the great event of 1. 29, on the
preceding Sabbath, Whose the marriage was we
have no information; verse 5 shows that Mary
must have been closely connected with the family.
She seems to have been at the house before Jesus
arrived. Cama, The modern A¢fr Kenna, four
or five miles north-east of Nazareth, scems to have
the best claim. It is only mentioned by 8t. John,
and always with the addition * of Galilee,” here em-
phasizing the fact that this despised country was
privileged beyond the ‘“holy city.” Mother.
St. John never names her; the relationship to Je-
sus is sufficient designation for her as for the be-
loved disciple. Joseph was probably dead before
the Lord’s ministry began.

2. Was bidden. Scemingly at the last mo-
ment, on his return from Bethany. His discie
ples.  As such. They would be the six men-
tioned in chap. 1. Cana was the native town of
Nathanael (Bar-Tolmai).

3. Failed. Probably through the arrival of
these soven unexpected guests. Saithe Mary
doubtless knew of the baptism and felt sure that the
time was come when the divine power would
break forth after the long restraint.  To tell him of
his friends’ need was enough,

4. Woman. An aldress consistent with ten-

derness and respect alike, entirely free from the
harshness of the English, as abundant examples
prove. That he does not call her mother is an in-
dication to her that the submission to an earthly
parent must henceforth yield to the exclusive claim
of his Father. What. That is, “Leave me te
myself.” There is still no trace of the discourtesy
which a few cavilers have evolved from the trans-
lated phrase. Jesus does, however, gently reprove
the presumption of Mary in offering to dictate his
actions as in the past. Those who understand his
words will wonder more than ever at the foolish
superstition which makes her a mediatress to die-
tate to him in heaven! Hour. For the mani-
fostation of his glory. Study chap. 7. 80; 8. 20:
12. 23; 18, 1; and 17. 1, all showing that he waited
for a mowment chosen by the Father for each suc-
cossive crisis of his life. Here and in chap. 7. 6,
the appointed time comes immediately after the
declaration that it has not come; nothing is te
hurry or retard it by a single instant.

5. Mary’s deep, quict trust is beautifully shown
here. The slight but vivid portrait of the evan-
gelist justifies us in admitting that the churches
which have deified her have chosen the most per-
feet ideal of womanhood to be found in history.

6. A traveler, Dr. E. D. Clarke, saw among the
ruins of Cana a number of stone water-pots of about
this size, pointing to a common practice of by-gone
days. Six. There were numerous guests, and
the prescribed purifications would be scrupulously
observed on such an occasion. The Jews’s As
usual, 8t. John describes thus the followers of a
self-slain faith, which rejected its Messiah and re-
tained its ceremonial ablutions. Firkins, Prob-
ably a fairly adequate translation, but there is con-
siderable uncertainty. The vessels may have con-
tained as much as 130 gallons between themn.
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7+ The pots were emptied in the ablutions be- ‘
fore the feust. |

8. Draw out now. (So read.) A new inter- |
pretation by W. (quoted with approval by M. M.)
sturts from this word, which scems to indicate
drawing from the spring afresh. The water-
pots were filled only to point the parable, which
was the main purpose of the miracle. The water
drawn for purification remained unchanged, o type
of the lifeless ceremonialism which even Mes-
siah’s advent did not quicken. But the same cle-
ment from the same spring, drawn at Christ’s com-
mand to minister to human life, is borne to the master
of the feast, and, lo! itis wine. A similar alchemy
is beheld by the evangelical prophet (Isa. 60. 17).
Messiah transmutes every thing into some nobler
substance. The contrast of chap. 1. 17, is already
portrayed in action Ruler. Apparently one of
the guests chosen as president.

9. This is the complementary witness of the
servants and of a representative guest to the com-
pleteness of the miracle. *It was witer,” says
the one; ‘it s wine, and good wine,” says the
other. Bridegroom. In whose house they were,

10. Drunk freely. Tlere is no application
to the present company. Note the abruptness with
which the story ends, when just enough has been
told to exhibit the *“sign.”

11, This as a beginning. (So read.) Isaiah
(9. 1, #g.) predicted that Messiah would begin
his work in“Galilee. Signs, The word most
truly describing the miracles according to the New
Testament view of them. "*The value of the
work was rather in what it indicated than in what
it was” (W.). Manifested. It was the func-
tion of a ““sign” to reveal Christ as he is, here as
the bearer of a divine commission, as himself Son |
of God, yet Bon of man, sympathizing with the
joys of his brethren. Believed on him. The
personal trust is a higher development than mere
acceptance of Christ’s claims. See note on
chap. 1. 12,

|
|

The Lesson Council.

Question 3. What was the special significance
n the miracle of the water turned into wine ?

This question, in my judgment, is plainly an-
swered by verse 11.  “This beginning of miracles
did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth
his glory; and his disciples believed on him.”
The miracle, then, was wrought to show forth the
Master’s glory, that is, the divine power resident
in him, in order that his disciples might believe on
him. He was beginning his public ministry. He
had called bus five disciples as yet. These were
with him at the wedding. He was making super-
natural claims ; these must be vindicated by super-
natural deeds. This was sccomplished, 8o far as
his disciples were concerned. For when they saw

the creative power which he possessed they * i

lieved on him.” Incidentally, the Master iy
have intended the miracle to give his sanction un
approval to the sacred rite of marriage. But thi
was not the special significance of the mirae!s.—
Rev. George £, Hite.

The first miracle of our Lord not only attested
his divinity as did the other miracles, but frow it«
form and circumstances it taught special lessons,
It was wrought at a marriage feast in which
Jesus was taking part. It aided the joyous cel-
ebration, and thereby carried the Lord’s hallow ing
approval to that institution and reaffirmed its
sacredness. The miracle is a standing rebuke of
studied gloominess and asceticism. It lifted one
of the common elements into a higher grade and
suggested that the touch of the Lord will exalt all
men and all things to higher service.—Rev. J. £,
Jacklin, D.D.

Commonly the miracles of Christ were wrought
to relieve human suffering. They typified a sul-
vation that should embrace the redemption of the
body. Other of the Lord’s miracles, as the multi-
plying of the loaves, foreshadowed the abundant
supply of truth and grace by the Gospel. His first
miracle bore a character of its own—touched
universal human life. It showed a blessing to
come to the common lot. It manifested the part
Christ should share in human friendships, rela-
tions, interests, in their fountain and source—the
home.— Rev. Arthur Copeland.

Besides the general revelation of his glory, so
that his disciples believed in him, there is this
spocial symbolic significance, that our Lord re-
vealed himself in this miracle as the one who did
away with the old rites, and offers the gifts of the
New Testament. John gives expression to this
when he says: “The law was given by Moses, but
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” The
Seriptures call him the Bridegroom ; his believers,
the Bride ; and the final triumph, the marriage of
the Lamb, that makes all things new. In this
light the miracle has a prophetic significance ; the
new order of things established by Christ will cul-
minate in universal victory.— Rev. A, Liebhart,
D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
Christ at the Feast.
I. A SociaL Saviour.
Jesus was called. v. 2.
**Came eating and drinking.” Matt. 11. 19,
* They made him a supper.” John 12. 8.
II. AN AocssisL SAviour.
The mother. .. .saith. v, 8,
*Come boldly.” Heb. 4. 16,
*! Access with confidence.” Eph, 3, 13,

o
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III. AN OBEDIENT SAVIOUR.
Mine hour is not yet come. v. 4.
“ About my Father’s business.” Luke 2. 49,
** Not to do mine own will.” John 6. 88,
1V. A WiLLiNGg SAviouR.
Fill the water-pots. . .. Draw out. v.1,8.
‘ Came....to minister.,” Matt, 20, 28.
“The form of a servant.” Phil. 2. 7.
V. AN ALMiGHTY SAVIOUR.
Water. ...made wine. v. 9.
“ All power is given.” Matt. 28, 18.
‘“ All things in subjection.” Heb. 2. 8.
VI. A MANIFESTED SAVIOUR.
Manifested forth his glory. v. 11,
“ We beheld his glory.” John 1, 14,
“ Manifest in the flesh.” 1 Tim. 8. 16,

Thoughts for Young People.
Lessons from the First Miracle.

1. The highest type of religion is cheerful, joy-
ous, and social. 1f it was right for Jesus to be
present at a festive gathering, it is right for his
followers, Ours is a Gospel of joy and not of
gloom (verses 1, 2).

2. 1t is our privilege to go to Jesus with all our
needs, for common things as well as great, for sec-
ular as well as spiritual. We can freely tell our
Saviour all our troubles and our desires, and leave
to his judgment the way of relief (verses 8-5).

e Christ transmutes the common things of earth
into the higher blessings of the Gospel. Water to
wine, earth to heaven, men into angels. Every
thing that Christ touches he purifies and hallows
(verses 6-8).

4+ The abundance and riches of Christ's bounty.
What he gives is given liberally, for he is able to
do exceeding abundant above fall that we ask or

think. 8o let us not fear to ask too largely
(verses 6-9).

5. While the world gives its best first and its
poorest afterward, Christ gives better than the
earth’s best now, and better still beyond (verse 10).
See Explanatory Notes,

| All the guests have come,
All? Where is that Guest divine? Is this
| presence appreeiated—he who is very God of very
God? Noj itis only known that Mary of Naza-
reth has been invited, her strange Son also, lHe
has dropped his hammer and quit the carpenter-
shop. He has started out as a prophet, a teacher,
a holy man. A few disciples feel the spell of his
influence and choose to follow him. A prophet ¢
What credential does he offer !
“Look at that Nazarene,” whispers one scrv-
ant to another. *Is he a great man? What good
thing cometh out of Nazareth 2"
They watch him.

Something about him fasci-
nates them,

If he had not been a carpenter and
if he had not come from Nazareth, they reason, but
—the feast summons them away to their duties.

The two servants are constantly busy. Dixhes
must be brought. Goblets must be filled. Nods
and becks must be watched and promptly obeyed.

“What!"” exclaims one of the two servants,
tripping to a wine-jar. * Is the winc out? Alas!"

Where can wine be obtained ?

Hark! One of those two scrvants overhears
Mary speaking in a low tone to her son, *“ They
have no wine."

‘“Iis answer is strange,” thinks the servant;
““but he makes no explanation, and here comes
Mary.” 8he looks at the servant over her veil,
and her dark eyes flash as she whispers, * What-
soever he saith unto you, do it.” * Asif that man
from Nazarcth could do any thing,” suggests the
servant to his neighbor,

Mary glides away.

And now the N himself approact He
points at a row of stone water-pots. He quietly
bids the servants fill them with water,

What for?

He gives no reason.

He looks with eyes that must be heeded.

Ile has a tone of authority. Ile says, “ Fill1»
And they cannot help minding, his way is so
irresistible, as if' he wero the ruler of the feast, us
if he were the master of the house, as if he could
compel body and soul.

Now hark !

Hear the crystal stream splashing into the water-

Lesson Word-Pictures, i

0, echo far and echo near, happy marringe songs !
The Son of God is ing to the wedding bang [
God is so much interested in all innocent things
that make men happy, so rejoices in our joy and
would show it, that his very Son is coming to this |
supper. At this gathering so human there is to be |
a Guest divine!

That is the banquet-house whose door is wide
open, where the gucsts are pouring in, where the
servants are busily bringing water to every guest,
where the waiters in the banquet-room are lifting
and bearing the steaming dishes.

pots! It runs in joyously, dashes and foams.
*“To the brim, fill away up?”
“Yes!" says the quiet, strange man, with his
imperial manner.
“Fillan?n
“Yes, all!"
Six pots of stone filled with water clear, pure,

| erystalline.

“Draw out now!"™ he is telling the servants,

They are awe-struck as they draw.

What did they pour in? And what do they see
running out, a tide purple with the stain and sweet
with the pulp of the just orushed cluster !
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0, wine, wine that the Nazarcne has made!
Only he and the servants and Mary know of it.

The ruler of the feast tastes it, praises it—and
where is the bridegroom ¢ Let him be summoned !
The ruler commends him, What, did he not
furnish it ?

(), long lingered that scene on memory’s walls—
the astonished ruler, the wondering bridegroom,
the staring guests, the awe-struck servants, the
Nazarenc with downcast, modest look, Mary with
eyes sparkling in motherly pride.

They all finully separate, but the prophet has
left behind his credentials and the Son of God his
foot-print there in Cana’s happy banquet-room.

By Way of Illustration.

& The mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have
no wine.,” The hymn, “ What a Friend we have
in Jesus,” has come to be a devotional classie, be-
cause it touches the most tender chords of Chris-
tian experience. The author seemed to have in
mind the verse, * There is a friend that sticketh
closer than a brother,” and the companion pas-
sage, ‘“ They went and told Jesus.” A young
lady who had carried for many years a heavy bur-
den of anxiety over a wayward brother went into
a church service one morning where the blessed
truth of this hymn came home to her as never be-
fore:

¢ Take it to the Lord in prayer.”
She heard not a word of the sermon or remaining
service, while she carried her burden to Christ
with an ecarnestness she had never felt before.
She left the house with the confidence that her
petition would be granted. And so it was, a few
weeks later,

Anna Shipton wrote a little book entitled Z7ell
Jesus, concerning which this incident is told. A
young Russian lady and her husband had been de-
tained to a late hour on a visit to some friends at a
distance, and on their way home across the deso-
late country darkness overtook them. A fearful
storm arose; the night was intensely dark, and
the mournful silence of the forest was only broken
by the mournful howling of wolves. As a climax
to the danger of their situation the sleigh and
horses sank into a snowdrift. In this moment of
distress, the lady remembered the words, ¢ Tell
Jesus,” the title of a little book given her by a
relative in England, and which she had never
read. She at once told Jesus, besceching his
guidance. Immediately the thought was sug-
wested of unharnessing the horses and riding them

to the nearest village. They did xo, and reached |

home safely.

‘ A dumb beggar gets an alms at Christ’s gate,
if he can but make signs.” This is a cheering
sentence for the many poor souls who feel that

they cannot find words wherewith to pray. Sit
down at mercy’s gate and let your rags ask for
raiment and your hunger plead for bread.
Wounds are eloquent orators with a tender-hearted
surgeon. Need is a fervent prayer to one who is
able to supply. When the psalmist could not
pray aset prayer he says: “I opened my moath
and panted.” There is nothing articulate in pant-
ing, and yet no one ever misunderstood its mean-
ing. Every want and distress and misery is a
prayer to the heart of Infinite Love.—Spurgeon.

“ Whatsoever he saith unto yom, do it.” A
teacher was talking to some children from the
verse, * Thy will be done,” and asked, *“ How do
angels in heaven do the will of God?” One
answered, ‘ Diligently.” Another said, * With
all their hearts.” But the best answer was from
a little girl who said, * Without asking any ques-
tions.”

“ Sir,” said the Duke of Wellington to an officer
of engineers, who urged the impossibility of exe-
cuting the directions he had received, * 1 did not
ask your opinion; I gave you my orders, and
1 expect them to be obeyed.” Such should be the
obedience of every follower of Jesus. The words
which he has spoken are our law, not our judg-
ments or fancies. Even if death were in the way,
it is

“ Not ours to reason why—
Ours but to do and die,”

and at our Master’s bidding advance through
flood or flame,—Spurgeon.

¢ Both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the
marriage.”” They did not withdraw from the
activities or festivities of life. John Wesley, be~
fore his conversion, was anxiously seeking rest for
his soul, and was on the point of entering a soli-
tary life in the Yorkshire dales. His mother told
him that God had better work for him to do. He
traveled some miles to consult a serious man, who
said to him : * The Bible knows nothing of a sol-
itary religion.” Wesley turned his face toward
that great career which was to make his history a
part of the history of his country and of the
world,—Stevens.

Teachers’ Meeting.

1. Backorouno of TiE LessoN. 1. Geographical.
Sketeh map, Locate Canaj locate Nazareth and
Capernaum, the homes of Jesus and his early dis-
ciples. 2.  Historical. The life of Jesus up to
this date. The occurrences of the few weeks pre-
coding. 8. Social environment.  Contrast be-
tween John’s ascetic severity and the sociability of
this mew Prophet. Jewish wedding customs;
Jewish “manner of purifying.”....TI. Lesson
Pioture.. The house built about a court in a rustic
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Oriental town; the invited guests; music and
mirthful noise; the sudden appearance of Jesus
with his newly secured disciples ; the incidents of
the feast....III, Pracricar L 1. The love
of sociability and merriment is innocent and praise-
worthy. 2. It is an impertinence to attempt to
guide Providence (verse 4). 8. God delights to
give liberally (verse 7). 4. God uses common-
place materials by which to work his wonders
(verse 8). 5. The world gives its best rewards first ;
Christ reserves his to the last (verse 10),
act of Jesus’s life was performed for the glory of
God. 7. Jesus in this wedding feast is our ex-

INS,

ample in lofty sociability, in rigid self-command, |
P 4 y g )

in kind-hearted helpfulness, in faith in God.
8. The teaching of the miracle when viewed as an
acted parable or object-lesson.

References,

Freeman, Ver. 6: The firkin, 792, Ver, 8:
The governor of the feast, 793....Foster’s CycLo-
PEDIA. Prose, 7166, 7141, 8978-8976, Vers, 1-11:
Poetical, 8216, 8217, 4002, 4105, Ver, 5: Prose,
10763, 10764, 10767, 10769, 9161, 4172, Vers, 7-11:
Poetical, 8768, Vers, 8-10: Prose, 8711, 7748, 4165,
4167,

Blackboard.

OPEN THE DOOR TOJESUS.
e e L G

1 HQME!

OR
RIEF. KIFE.|

kil
TELLIT TOJ ESUS.

"Direcrions ¥or Corors.—Draw the door and
door-way with white chalk ; the words on the door
in red or pink ; the words in the door-way in blue
the sentences at the top and bottom in yellow,

Torio.—~Open the door of home-life to Jesus. His
presence will make the joy of life brighter and the
griefs lighter. Tell your little troubles to him, and
tell him your joys also. Trust him fully, not only
for the great events, but for all the needs of life.

Primary and Intermediate,
Lesson Tuovenr. Jesus in the Home,

Review. How many disciples had Jesus now?
Who were the first two? Whom did Andrew

6. Every |

J bring to Jesus? Who called Philip to come?
‘ What was the name of Philip’s friend, whom he
| brought to Jesus?

Lessox Story. Tell that Jesus and his disciples
were invited to a wedding party. Ask how many
| children have been at weddings. If time permit
‘ allow some child to tell what a wedding party is
| like. Tell that the Jews' customs were very dif-
| ferent from ours, The wedding feast lasted seven
days. Explain who the “governor of the feast’
was, and what were his duties. The mother of
Jesus was there, Very likely the vedding was in
| the home of a relative or dear friend of Mary.

Ask where Jesus lived when a boy. Cana is
only five or six miles from Nazareth. [Point out
the place on the map.] Trace the way Jesus and
his disciples had gone—from the valley of the Jor-
dan, over the hills of Galilee, to Cana, and to the
marriage feast.

Ask children why they think Jesus went to this
party, and teach that it was part of his work to
make people happy. But he had a great work to
do there besides,

Draw a Jewish court. Make six water-jars in
outline standing in the court, and tell simply, let-
ting children ask questions, if they will, the story
of the first miracle.

Perhaps thé children may think it strange that
there was wine at the feast, and especially that Je-
sus should make wine.

Explain that in a country of vineyards wine is
almost as common a drink as water is with us, and
that the wine at Cana could not have been the
kind of wine that harms people. Jesus loves his
friends too well to offer them harmful things.

Talk about Jesus at the party,  Ask if children
think he would be polite, kind, helpful, ete.

Jesus at work in nature. Show a bunch of green
grapes. Ask, What kind of fruit is this? Upon
what does it grow, a tree or a vine? Who made
the vine? Who made these little green balls?
[Call some child to taste one.] Is it sweet and
good? What is the matter ¢

Tell the children that it is not finished yet. God
has been at work on it a long time. By and by,
when it is finished, the little, hard, green balls
will be sweet and soft and delicious. [Show some
ripe grapes if they can be had.]

Tell that the juice of the ripe grapes is the kind
of wine that God makes. It will please the little
ones to call the grapes little wine bottles, Show
that the difference in God’s wine and man’s wine
is that there is no poison in God’s wine. Poison
hurts people, makes them sick, and when they
have taken enough it kills them. [A little bottle
of fruit-juice which has begun to ferment may be
shown and teach a useful lesson here.]

Jesus at work in the home. Have two pictures of
child-faces on the board covered, If you are not
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able to make them, you can easily find something
that will answer the purpose. Let one be asunny,
the other a clouded face, [Remove the paper which
hides the sunny face.]

¢ Children, this is little Katie Good-will. Do
you know her? Her mamma has o headache to-
day and baby is very fretful. Katie says she will
take him out to ride in the sunshine while mamma
goes to sleep.  Mamma does not know that Lulu
Lee has just been over to see if Katie can’t come
and spend the duy with her and have a dolly’ tea-
party in the afternoon.

Nora, the girl in the kitchen, has just had bad
news from home and is troubled and unhappy.
When she spoke sharply to Katie there was no
quick answer. Katie just said to herself, ** Poor
Nora feels badly about something.”

[In some such way follow the little girl through
her day, and explain that it was not because Katie
was “ made 80,” that she was kind and patient
and unselfish, It was because Jesus was at work
in the home. Speak of the morning prayer, the
daily text, the sweet hymn of love and praise ; the
kind, helpful words from father and mother.]

Show that Jesus wants to work in every home
and in every heart.

Uncover the other face. Tell that when a
child will not let Jesus into his heart to work, evil
spirits rule and make him unloving and disagreea-
ble. Is there any help for him ?

Make a stone jur, such as
the Jews used, and a heart,
side by side. Ask, What
was put in the jur by the
servants ! What came out
W of it? Jesus could change
water into wine in a minute,
because he has all power.

What is in the child’s heart which makes him
gelfish and unkind ¢ Bin. Jesus can change the bad
heart into a good heart as easily as he could change
water into wine!

Behold

I
AT hing

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
Tell me'more.
The gospel bells.
Feast of blessing.
There is a Friend.
O holy Saviour.
What a Friend.
All the way.

The Lord will provide.
All my doubts.

Child of a King.

Seeds of promise.
Gather them in,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.

1. In what place was Jesus's first miracle per-
formed ! In Cana of Galilee.

2. Who told Jesus that there was no more wine !
His mother.

3. What did Jesus say ¥ ¢ Mine hour is not
yet come,”

4. What did he tell the servants to do with the
six water-pots of stone? To fill them with
water.

5. Into what was the water turned by Jesus's
power? Wine.

CATECHISM QUESTION.
5. What do you mean by the almightiness or om-
nipotence of God ?
That God can do whatever He will,

[Job xlii, 2; Matthew xix. 26.)

6. What do you mean by the omniscience of God1

That God knows all things, past and present and
future.

— .-

A. D, 27 or 28.]

LESSON IV, CHRIST AND NICODEMUS,

[July 26,

GOLDEN TEXT. God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have evere

lasting life.
Authorized Version.
John 3. 1=17. [Committomemory verses 14-17.]

1 There was a man of the Phar'i-sees, named |
Nic'o-de'mus, a ruler of the Jews: I

|
|
|
|

2 The same came to Je'sus by night, and said
unto him, Rab’bi, we know that thou art a teacher |
come from God : for no man can do these miracles
that thou doest, except God be with him.

3 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, T say unto thee, Except a man he born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

|
|

John 8. 16,
Revised Version.

1 Now there was a man of the Phar'i-sees,
2 named Nic'o-de’'mus, a ruler of the Jews: the
same came unto him by night, and said unto
him, Rab'bi, we know that thou art a teacher
come from God : for no man can do these signs
that thou doest, except God be with him,
8 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, T say unto thee, Except a man be born
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
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4 Nic'o-de'mus saith unto him, How can a man
be born when he is old? can he enter the second
time into his mother’s womb, and be born ?

5 Je'sus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto

thee, Except a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit,

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be
born again.

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence
it cometh, and whither it goeth : so is every one that
is born of the Spirit.

9 Nic'o-de'mus answered and said unto him,
How can these things be ¢

10 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Art
thou a master of Is'ra-el, and knowest not these
things?

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that
we do know, and testify that we have seen ; and ye
receive not our witness,

12 If have told you earthly things, and ye be-
lieve not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of
heavenly things?

13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but
he that came down from heaven, even the Son of
man which is in heaven.

14 And as Mo'ses lifted up the serpent in the

wilderness, even so must the Son of man be |

lifted up:
15 That whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world ; but that the world through
him might be saved.

4 Nic'o-de'mus saith unto him, How can a man

| be born when he is old? can he enter a
second time into his mother's womb, and be

5 born? Je'sus answered, Verily, verily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of

6 God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be

8 born anew. The wind bloweth where it listeth,
and thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest
not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth : so

9 is every one that is born of the Spirit. Nic'o-
de'mus answered and said unto him, How can

10 these things be? Je'sus answered and said
unto him, Art thou the teacher of Is'ra-el, and

11 understandest not these things? Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, We speak that we do know,
and bear witness of that we have seen ; and ye

| 12 receive not our witness, If I told you earthly
things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe,

13 if I tell you heavenly things? And no man
hath ascended into heaven, but he that de-
scended out of heaven, even the Son of man,

14 which is in heaven. And as Mo'ses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the

| 15 Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever be-

| lieveth may in him have eternal life,

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave hin
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on
him should not perish, but have eternal life.

17 For God sent not the Son into the world to judge

the world ; but that the world should be saved

through him.

lem. RULERS.—Herod in Galilee; Pilate in
Jerusalem. DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.
~Regeneration,

HOME READINGS.

Christ and Nicodemus. John 3, 1-8,
. Christ and Nicodemus, John 3. 9-17.
. The brazen serpent. Num, 21, 4-9,
Th. Gospel to the meek. Isa. 61, 1-6,
A heartof flesh. Ezek. 11. 17-21.
Mighty love. Rom. 8. 81-39.
8. Love for the unworthy. 1 John 4. 9-15.

I3k

&y

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 110, New Canadian Hymnal,
I hear thy welcome voice.
No. 113, New Canadian Hymnal.
Just as I am, without one plea.

No. 231, New Canadian Hymnal.
Oh, happy day that fixed my choice.

TIME.—A. D. 27or 28. PLACE.—Jerusa- |

|

DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hymns, Nos, 82, 79, 8L

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
| 1. The New Birth : Its Necessity, v. 1-7.

To what Jewish sect did Nicodemus belong ?

Of what official body was he a member?

‘Why may he have come by night to Jesus?

What did he recognize in him? (Verse 2.)

Why was he sure that God was with Jesus ?

What did our Lord say concerning entrance into
the kingdom of God ?

What is the kingdom of God ?

‘What i3 it to be born again ?

Have you been born again ?

What questions did Nicodemus ask Jesus ?

‘What is the meaning of  Verily, verily 1"

How can a man be *“ born of water?"

How can a man be * born of the Spirit?"

Is it necessary for a Christian to belong to the
visible Church of Christ

Can one be a Christian at all who does not belong
to the invisible Church of Christ?

S —
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2. The New Birth: Its Mystery, v. 8-12.
What did Jesus say we could know, and could

not know, about the wind?

What does he imply thatwe can know, and can-
not know, about the Spirif ?

Did Nicodemus understand Jesus ?

By what question did Jesus reprove Nicodemus !

How does Jesus say he had thus far spoken and
testified ¢

How had his teaching thus far been received

What reason did he give by implication for limit-

ing his teaching? (Verse 12.)

3. The New Birth: Its Source, v, 13-17.
Who is *“ he that came down from heaven ?"
How could the Son of man be in heaven while

on earth
Tell why “Moses lifted up the serpent in the

wilderness 1"

Who must now ve lifted up s an object for the
world’s faith ¢

What have those who believe on the Son of man ?

How has God always regarded this world of sin-
ners ?

How did John afterward define God ¢

How far does Jesus say God loved the world !

What did he not send his Son into the world for ¥

What was the purpose of the coming of Christ?

Practical Teachings.

‘Where does this lesson intimate—

1. That Jesus worked his miracles as signs of his
divine mission ¢

2. That God requires us publicly to confess his
name ?

8, That spiritual truths need spiritual discern-
ment !

4. That the mysteries of the Christian religion
cannot be explained ¥

5. That God loves and seeks to save every one?

Hints for Iilome Study.

Find several evidences in the gospels and in Acts
that the teachings of Jesus were immediately in-
fluential among the highest classes as well as the
poor and the outeast.

Jesus, in verse 8, answered Nicodemus’s unspoken
thought. See other instances of such supernatural
knowledge (John 1. 42, 47, 48; 4. 20; 6. 61, 64;
11. 4,155 18. 113 21. 17).

Write down the names of Jesus's aristocratic
eonverts,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. The New Birth : Its Necessity, v. 1-7.
‘What ruler is here named, and of what sect was
het
‘What night visit did he make? .

‘What did he say that he knew ?

How only can one see the kingdom of God ?

What says Paul about the change in this new
birth? (2 Cor, 5. 17.)

How did Nicodemus answer this

‘What two kinds of birth did Jesus contrast

About what did he tell Nicodemus not to marvel ¢

2. The New Birth : Its Mystery, v. 8-12,
In what way is the wind like the new birth ?
What question did Nicodemus ask ¢
What question did Jesus ask him ?

‘What did he say of his own utterance
‘What about earthly and heavenly things '

3. The New Birth : Its Source, v. 13-17.
Who only has ascended to heaven
‘Who is this *“ Son of man #

‘What act of Moses was a prophecy of Christ !
Why was the Son of man lifted up?
‘What moved God to give his only SBon? (Govro-

&N TExr.)

For what was Jesus not sent ¢
‘Why was he sent ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That we must be born again ?
2, That the new birth is God’s work ?
8. The measure of God’s love for the world ¢

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Read the story of the brazen serpent.
Read the story of Jesus’s ascension to heaven.
Find an O1d Testament statement of God’s love
for sinners.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who was Nicodemus? A raler of the Jews.

‘Whom did he visit at night? Jesus.

Why did he think Jesus was a teacher sent by
God? Because he did miracles.

What did Jesus tell him? That he must be
born again.

Why did Nicodemus think he would surely be
saved! Because he was a Jew.

How did he show that he did not understand
Jesus? By asking how a man could be born
twice.

How did Jesus answer? That a man must
be born of water and of the Spirit.

What is it to be born of water? To be bap-
tized.

‘What is it to be born of the Spirit? To havea
new heart,

‘Who only can give a new heart! God.

What did Moses lift up in the wilderness? A
brazen serpent.

‘Who were cured of the deadly plague? Those
who looked at the serpent.
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Who was lifted up on the cross to save us?
Jesus.

How are we cured of the plague of sin? By
believing in him.

Whom did God send to save the world? His
Son.

Why did he send him? Because he loved
the world.

Words With Little People.
GodLived. ..o . % gl::c! world of sinners,

Jesus Came to Save blm‘wrs.

“ Remember, I'm the sinner that Jesus came to
save,”
Whisper Motto.
“ T must be born again.”

General Statement,

From Cana Jesus went to Capernaum, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. His mother and younger
brothers accompanied him, and alsd' the little band of followers, most of whom lived near by. They re-
mained there but a few days, and then Jesus journeyed to Jerusalem, with the throng of pilgrims, to
celebrate the feast of the passover. Ie entered the temple, and found its outer courts resounding with
the noise of trade, beasts and birds for sacrifice being sold, and the tables of the money-changers stand-
ing on every side. With the authority of a prince in his father's house he broke in upon the con-
fusion, drove out the buyers and the sellers, and made the Gentiles’ court, at least for a time, as holy as
the inner halls, But his act aroused against him the bitterest enmity from the classes having an inter-
est in the profanation of the temple—priests whose perquisites he had interfered with, scribes whose
short-comings he had exposed, and merchants whose wicked gains he had stopped. All interests com-
bined against him, and believers in him were few. His miracles awakened curiosity, but failed to in-
spire a true faith. Among the ruling classes there were, however, a few who were aroused to interest,
One of these was Nicodemus, a man timid by nature and slow in spiritual perception, but bearing in
his heart the germs of a faith which should one day blossom out in noblest confession. This man camo
#o Jesus by night, and received from the great Teacher the revelation of one of the cardinal dootrines of
the Gospel—that of the new birth by faith in Christ.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
Verse 1, The Pharisees, A party or sect | fighting against their own convictions, A
among the Jews which undertook to fulfill the law

of Moses to the very letter, and in its devotion to
the letter too often neglected the spirit. Some of
them were honest, godly men, but others were
self-seeking and hypocritical. Nicodemus.
We know of this man only what is related here, in
John 7. 50, where he is named as a half defender of

teacher come from God. By this statement
Nicodemus probably meant merely that Jesus's
authority as a teacher came from God. He does
not admit that Jesus was the Son of God or the
Messiah of Isracl. These miracles that thou
doest. These miracles were intended to be, as

our Lord, and in John 19. 89, where he takes part
in the burial of Jesus. He was sincerely attached
to the Saviour. A ruler of the Jews. The
Jews were at this time under Roman authority,
and were governed by a procurator appointed by the

P But it was ding to Roman policy to
interfere as little as possible with existing forms of
administration, and hence the Sanhedrin, or Jew-
ish council of seventy elders, pricstly and lay, was
permitted to direct in most matters. Nicodemus
was a member of this council.

2. Came to Jesus by night. From the em-
phasis laid here and elsewhere upon the fact that
this visit was ““ by night” we may infer that Nic-
odemus was unwilling to be publicly known as an
adherent of Jesus, While there was caution and
timidity in his coming by night, there was an
earnest desire after truth shown by his coming at
all. (1) Never despise the flickering dawn of faith.
Rabbi. A Hebrew word meaning master or
teacher; aterm of courtesy. We know. This
may imply that although the Sanhedrin was op-
posed to Jesus, its bers g lly ized

that he possessed divine power, and hence were

Nicod garded them, evid of the divine
mission of Jesus. We have read thus far of but
one, yet this indicates that others had been
wrought since the marriage at Cana. The gospels
contain only the merest sketch of the Saviour's
life. Except God be with him. (2) We, too,
can have God with us so far as we are in union
with Jesus Christ,

3. Jesus answered. Answered Nicodemus’s
thought. Said unto him. Josus struck at the
heart of his questioner without pausing for his
compliments, Verily, verilys An expression
found only in John’s gospel, and employed to intro-
duce statements of the utmost consequence. In
Greek, as a transliteration of the Hebrew, it is
‘“Amen, amen.” Except a man be born
again. An entire new life must begin in him,
The spiritual nature must be awakened into life
just as the physical nature was by a physical
birth. He cannot see. The natural man can-
not perceive the things of God; an unconverted
heart has not true conception of what salvation is,
The kingdom of God. Nicodemus had sup-
posed that the kingdom of God was the new, im-
perial state which the Messiah should inaugurate;
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he supposed that if that kingdom should come in
his life-time he would be a citizen of it by right of
birth. Jesus tells him that to be God’s heir he
must have a higher birthright than any that
descent from Abraham could give. (3) Saving
Jaith not merely believes that Jesusis'‘a teacher
come from God,” but accepts him with a loving,
trusting heart as a personal Saviour from sin.

4. Nicodemus saith. His language shows that
he was a literalist, without the fine insight which
reads between the lines and sees the thought under
the illustration. How can a man be born?
Do we wonder at his simplicity ¥ There have been
centuries when the whole organized Church, with
the Biblein its hand, failed to understand the Sa-
viour’s meaning ; and even now few comparatively
comprehend what the spiritual life is. (4) Lord,
open thou our eyes to understand thy word !

5. Born of water. This refers to baptism,
which was not unknown in the Jewish Church, for
it was the symbol by which Gentiles who em-
braced Judaism put off their old lives, John the
Baptist had recently brought the rite into public
notice by baptizing all who accepted his teachings,
implying that even the Jews needed a purification,
To be born of water, then, is to make public pro-
fession by baptism of the iation of sin.
And of the Spirit. The internal change of
heart by the renewing influence of the Holy
Spirit, of which baptism is the external sign.
Cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
Because it is a spiritual kingdom, and only those
‘whose spiritual nature has been quickened cax be-
long to it.

6. Born of the flesh is flesh. That is, like
produces like ; a tree produces a tree ; a weed can
only germinate weeds ; men of a carnal, sinful nat-
ure can only reproduce their own. If holiness is to
be developed it must come by the impartation of
some higher life. Born of the Spirit is spirit.
In a garden that grows only weeds a rose must be
pl 1 if it is to bl 3 80 in a depraved human
heart the divine Spirit must sow the seeds of holi-
ness if holiness is to appear, (5) Every manifes-
tation of a higher life must come from the operation
of a higher power. .

7. Marvel not. The Pharisee wondered that
this Teacher should declare that they, the children
of Abraham, needed a new birth, just like the
Gentiles. Ye must, Notice how Christ sepa-
rates himself from all human teachers by saying
“Ye” instead of ** We,”

8. The wind bloweth, Perhaps the illus-
tration was suggested by the sound of the night
wind rustling around the house, Canst not tell.
Human knowledge has made great progress since
the days of Nicodemus, but the highest science has
not yet mastered the laws of the winds. It may
forecast the weather for a few days, but fails to
predict it for a longer period. So is every

one . « « born of the Spirits The laws of the
spiritual life are unknown to the human intelli-
gence. The converted man is himself conscious of
a new experience, but he cannot explain it to
others. They may see its results in his life, but
not its principles.. (6) We can understand salva-
tion only as we receive it.

9, 10. How can these things be? Nico-
demus could have told the number of letters in the
Old Testament, or how many fringes a sacred gar-
ment should have, or what were the rules of the
Sabbath ; but “these spiritual things were beyond
his range. Art thou a master (Rev. Ver,, “ the
teacher”) of Israel * Nicodemus, then, held not
only a position as a ruler, but as a teacher of the
law. Christ would show him how little he really
knew of its divine essence.

11. We speak. Christ here refers to himself
and those enlightened by his teaching. That we
do know. The Christian bears testimony not to
matters of theory or of opinion, but of experience.
If a blind man has had his eyes opened he knows
it; and so does a converted sinner. Ye receive
not. Christ here refers to the fact that the
Jewish leaders as a body rejected him, which was.
undoubtedly true, though, occasionally, individuals
like Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea did ac-
cept him,

12. Earthly things. Those statements con-
cerning the new birth and Christian experience
which belong to the present life. Heavenly
things. The higher mysteries, such as the atone-
ment, the trinity, and the future life, of which
Christ said little, but left the teaching to be given
by the apostles after his ascension,

13. No man hath ascended. Jesus means to
say that no person has ever ascended to heaven and
returned to bring to earth a revelation of the
unseen world. But he that came down.
Though no one has ever gone up to heaven to seek
knowledge for men, One has come down from
heaven bringing knowledge to men. Even the
Son of man. A term expressive of Jesus as the
complete representative man and the head of the
racc. Which is in heaven. Spiritual con-
ditions. His heart and life were in heaven while
his feet pressed the pavement of Jerusalem.

14, 15. As Moses lifted up. See Num, 21.
4-9, When the Israclites in the wilderness were
bitten by fiery serpents, Moses lifted up a brazen
serpent on a pole, and whoever looked at it was
healed. 8o Jesus Christ, in the likeness of sinful
flesh, is lifted up on the cross to save men, Must.
(7) The atoning sacrifice of Christ was a necessity.
Son of man be lifted up. A clear prediction
of Christ’s crucifixion, but it is hardly likely that
Nicodemus understood it. Whosoever be=
lieveth. Trusts in him and accepts him as a
Saviour. Eternal life. The Israclites who
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Jlooked to the brazen serpent had a new lease of
life ; we who look to Christ have the life of God,
which is eternal.

16. God so loved. This verse is an epit-
ome of the whole scheme of redemption; its mo-
tive, the divine love ; its means, the divine Son ;
its method, the sacrifice on the cross; its require-
ment, faith ; its reward, eternal life. Everlaste
ing life. Rev. Ver,, “eternal life.” Not merely
an endless life, but a life which is divine—the life

of God in thesoul. (8) God is not Vengeance, but
Love,

17. God sent not. Christ came to earth not
only by his own will, but also by the will of his
Father, To condemn the world. Rather, as
in Rev, Ver,, “to judge the world.” Christ will
one day come as a Judge, but now he is a Saviour.
Might be saved. This was the prime object of
the Saviour’s appearance—to make it possible for
men to be saved.

CAMBRIDGE NOTES.

This memorable narrative comes in the third
section of our gospel, which gfes a general sketch
of the work of Jesus in the world, It must be
very closely connected with the last verses of
chap. 2. Jesus was accepted as Messiah by
many of * the Jews,” who, however, were simply
making him a Messiah after their own conception.
He read their hearts and would not trust himself
to them. So he was revealed to individuals, and
net to the theocracy., Without further introduc-
tion let us study the first of these revelations.

Verse 1. Now. Rather, “and,” joining this
verse with the last ; the word “man” following
is meant to do the same. A representative of the
class which had accepted Jesus in a way he could
not allow, this man is drawn on to a wider faith
by the words of Jesus, who throughout shows so
clearly that *“he himself knew what was in the
man.” Pharisees, The party of narrow na-
tlonl.hsm and b:goted orthodoxy. As a sect they

d an of icion toward every new
t,enchmg, and they very quickly discovered the
dangerous proclivities of the new Prophet. A
few, like Nicodemus, were open to receive the
truth, Nicodemus. A Greek name, like
Philip and Andrew. The Talmud mentions a
Christian of this name, but the identification is re-
garded as improbable. Ruler. A member of
the Sanhedrin, Note how this verse joins phme
to phrase to bring out Nicod '8

probably suggested this conviction., That from
God thou hast come a teacher. Such is the
order of she original, which certainly gives Jesus
a unique position among * teachers,” none of
whom would claim a deseription almost appropri-
ated for the Messiah. With him. Comp. Acts
10, 88, and chap. 9. 83. The comparison of 1 Sam, 18,
14, shows that this is not the special presence of
God which belonged to Christ alone. The argu-
ment is: only @od’s power can work miracles;
therefore, God i3 with the Worker ; therefore, his
teaching is approved of God,

3. The answer of Jesus is to the unspoken
thoughts of his visitor, His coming at all shoved
that he sought a further exposition of the teaching
he had heard during passover from the Lord;
but he never dreamed that this would prove
utterly subversive of his cherished beliefs, instead
of merely developing these in some new and strik-
ing manner. He accepted from the Baptist and
from Jesus himself the assurance that ‘‘the king-
dom of God” was at hand, and it was evidently
on this subject, so near the heart of a Jew, that he
meant to question our Lord as soon as he had pre-
pared the way by declaring his belief in the
Teacher, Verily. The formula with which Jesus

his most sol assev The words
(“Amcnl Amen!”) are Hebrew. Born anew.
The margin is strongly attested and powerfully
pioned, but the bal of evidence seems to

with those whose deadly hostility toward Jesus is
seen swelling throughout the gospel.

2. Nighte Timidity is visible in the other
notices of him, but henceforth it is uniformly con-
quered, It is fairly clear that he used his position
at Christ’s trial in a way that greatly encumbered
his fellow Sanhedrists; the collapse of the false
witness must have been due to cross-examination,
in which he doubtless took a leading part. See
chap. 7. 50, and 19, 30, Rabbi. Most Phar-
isees would have hesitated to use the title of one
untrained in the schools, We know. He
speaks for members of his own class who had
reached the stand-point of chap. 2. 23, The Phar-
isee cannot help a trace of self-assertion, but it is
1 d by the ab of the emphatic *‘ we” in

incline i kably against it, The traditional
form of the saying (1 Pet. 1. 8, 23, compared
with Justin Martyr's citation) shows an urmmbig-
uous compound verb—** born again ’—and the con-
text is seriously marred by the insertion *from
above,”” which would not justify Nicodemus’s sur-
prise. Ancw signifies not repetition, but analogy.
The whole conception does not widely differ from
the synoptic sayings about ‘ becoming as little
children.” The new birth is the means of attain-
ing the child’s trust, which is not lost when the
regencrated man becomes mature. Cannot. In
the nature of things. The unregencrate man is
like the grub that lives in the pond—utterly in-
capable of seeing the world that lies beyond his
watery environment until he is born anew as a
dragon-fly, to be a denizen of the upper air from

the Greek. The envoys from John (chap. 1, 19)

which it is death to withdraw, See. Much less
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enter! So the kingdom is spiritual, * not of this
world.”

4. How. W.'s exposition is very attractive.
Man’s character is the resultant of forces which
have been acting upon him through lifu; how can
all these be annulled and a fresh start made? As
easy were it to imagine physical birth repeated!
On this view Nicodemus seizes the central impos-
sibility of that stupendous miracle which we see
enacted around us still. The scientific necessity
of the permanence of character, as evolved from
antecedent conditions, is overruled by a higher law
that checks its action in a way no materialist phi-
losopher ever did or will explain, Old, This ap.
parently describes his own case.

5. Except one have been begotten of
water and spirit. So literally, there being no
direct reference to the personal Holy Spirit. The
key of the passage lies in chap. 1. 83, where see
notes, The inference that the rite of baptism is
necessary to salvation is thoroughly worthy of the
silly materialism which discovered transubstantia-
tion in the other sacrament. Now John’s bap-
tism “in water” was the external sign and sym-
bol of repentance and purification; the baptism

a new nature adapted to live in the new surround-
ings—was the work of Christ himself. This
baptism is necessery to salvation, and Christ ab-
stained from admiuistering the outward rite (chap.
4. 2) that men might know his baptism in * water
and spirit” te be no ceremony, but the gift of re-
pentance, forgiveness, and faith which the cere-
mony tried to illustrate to the eye. Enter,
Comp. Psa. 95. 11. The substitution of the deeper
word (‘*“see” in verse 8) hints that the converse
is true. The regenerate man may not only stand
on Pisgah with Moses, but cross Jordan with
Joshua,

6. This explains the *cannot.” Flesh de-
notes the outward, material side of man. St. John,
with his motto text (1. 14) ever before him, never
uses the word in his gospel to denote sinfulness,
though he admits this Pauline use in 1 John 2, 16,
The teaching of 1 Cor. 15, 44, presents a corollary
of this verse,

7. Ye. Emphatic; even Israclites, even
“teachers of Israel!” THence the listener's
“marveling.”

8, Possibly suggested by a sudden gust of
wind sweeping down the narrow street. Nature
itself might have saved Nicodemus from such
incredulous amazement at the existence of a
mystery. Wind. As in IHebrew, the word for
“wind” and ‘“spirit” is the same, and we may
explain the abbreviated comnarison thus: ¢ The
wind bloweth. ...and thou hearest. . .. ; even sothe
Bpirit breatheth where he listeth, and he that is

born of the Spirit knows not whence he comes.”
Comp. 1 Cor. 12, 11, and Ecel. 11. 5.

9. He is not incredulous, but simply bewildered.
How can these marvels be accomplished ?

10. The teacher, With an official relation
to the people gencrally. Xsrael, as always in
St. John, is the name of privilege. An Israelite
should recognize the doctrine to which all Seript-
ure tended, much more the teacher. Jesus does
not explain how; he must learn the fact by
experience, must *‘ come and see.”

11. We speaks As in chap. 9. 4, the Lord
associates with himgelf those who have learned of
him. What these * know " is contrasted with the
imperfect * knowledge” (verse 2) of Nicodemus
and his like. Note the progression upward in
“geen” and ‘““witness” after ‘“know” and
‘“speak.” Receive mot. Comp. chap. 1. 11;
8. 32, Unbelief had not yet altogether left Nico-
demus himself.

12. Earthly. Comp. the comments of St.
John upon the whole chapter (verses 31-36), and
note that the truth hitherto expounded must be one
of these * earthly ”” things. They seem, therefore,

| to be the truths of religion and ethics such as are
“in a holy spirit "—in the penetrating influence |
shed around the soul by God’s Holy Spirit, giving |

concerned primarily with man in his lifo on earth,
and were revealed through the prophets ur the
voice of conscience. The *‘‘heavenly things,"
such as those in verses 18-15, are those which
could only be revealed by One who came from
heaven, the eternal purposes of God. Speaking
generally, we may say that the synoptists report
most of the former class of teaching, St. John most
of the latter,

13. These heavenly things can only be taught
by a heavenly teacher, and there is none such
besides Christ. The sentence in full would be:
“None has ascended into heaven; none has ever
been in heaven except the Son of man.” The
sentence is like Luke 4. 27; Gal. 2.16, Of course,
the *“ none "’ means ‘‘ no man,” the question being
the revelation of heavenly things to men. All
Seripture assumes that God’s revelations to men are
through men. Descended. Comp. chap. 6,
82, ete. The Son of man. 8o called becauso
the last words described his incarnation. Which
is in heaven, There is no room to doubt that
these y,ords must be omitted (as margin). They
are an early marginal note, and are in substance
true (comp. Luke 2, 49), according to the best in-
terpretation,

14. Here Jesus leaves with Nicodemus the
most precious of these ‘‘heavenly things"—the
counsel of God which decreed the manner of re-
demption. He does not reply, and we may imagine
him going away half convinced, to draw nearer to
the Saviour as the hostility to him grew fiercer.
Lifted up, or “exalted.” For the Redeemer was
glorified on, not after, the cross, The word would
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not yet—contrast chap. 12, 83—suggest a thought
of suffering or death to the listeners. In the nar-
rative of Num, 21 the serpent is set on the pole to
exhibit the evil thing conquered ; unless, therefore,
Gal. 8. 13, will help us, we must not press the paral-
lel. It is perhaps enough to say that in both type
and antitype the source of healing was set forth to
be appropriated by an act of faith. How little can
we realize the staggering blow that the manner of
Messiah’s * exaltation " would give to a pious Jew |
Must. Because of the fall, the incarnation made
the passion necessary. As Son of man, Represent-
ative of humanity, he must be ‘‘exalted out of
the earth ” in orderto * draw all men” to himself.

15. Believeth. Herc generally, of accepting
the words of Jesus. May im him. Life ““in
Christ ”” is a thought constantly recurring in St.
Paul. Have. As a present possession (verse
86). It consists in union with God in Christ,
which must begin here below (chap. 17. 3).
Comp. Matt. 19, 16, and very frequent ocourrences
in St. John.

16. Space forbids our justifying the practically
certain view that verses 16-21 are the evangelist’s
own on the foregoing narrative, like
verses 81-36 and chap. 1. 16-18. They place the
truths just revealed in the light of human experi-
ence. A Methodist collier in Yorkshire opened
his first serman with the most striking comment I
have heard on this verse that sums up the Gospel
of Christ: “ When God loves, he loves a world;
when God gives, he gives his Son.” Loved.
‘The love of the Father isso constantly brought out
in the New Testament that the medimval con-
ception of the Father's wrath appeased by the
8on’s love appears to us simply blasphemous,
World. As befors, humanity considered as
apart from God, but not here necessarily hostile,
Gave. Far more than ‘“sent.” In conjunction
with ““ his Son, his Only-begotten,” it brings out
the infinite cost at which God delivered the world.
Comp. Gen. 22. 2. Whosoever. Absolutely
without limit except that which each man’s
will sets,

17, Christ’s mission was to save, but those who
rofuse him he must judge. Chap. 5. 22, eto.
Judge. Here suggesting, though not requiring,
condemnation. The Jews believed that Messiah
would “judge,” the Gentiles but ““save,” the
Jews; here is the emphatio correction in the twice
repeated * world.”

The Lesson Council, +

Question 4. What is the meaning of “ born
of water and of the Spirit ? "

The kingdom of God is spiritual and organic.
Spiritually viewed, it is the divine rule established
in the human heart. In its organic relation it con-
sists in the union of its members in the Church,

the visible representative of the kingdom of God
upon earth. Nicodemus, a ruler, by his knowl-
edge of Old Testament teaching should have been
informed touching the inner and outward mani-
festation of the divine kingdom. Our Lord’s rep-
resentation to him was accordingly comprehensive.
It set forth a spiritual birth to be signified and
ratified by the baptism of water. While it dwelt
upon the Spirit’s work as divinely principal, it pre-
sented with startling force an active as well as pas-
sive responsibility on the part of men: * Except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God."—Rev. Arthur
Copeland.

In the Old Testament economy water was em-
ployed as the emblem of purity. Christian expe-
rience or religion is made up of two elements : a
purity element and a life element. In that work
that is wrought on the soul of the penitent sinner,
by which he is delivered from sin and made a child
of God, there is a cleansing and a quickening of the
corrupt and lifeless powers of the spiritual nature.
He is regenerated and he is sanctified, washod and
made alive. The words used in those passages of
Scripture describing this work harmonize with this
view. Read Ezek. 86. 25; Tit. 3. 5; John 6. 63.
For a clear and full setting forth of this view read
Bishop Merrill on * Regeneration and Sanctifica-
tion” in his Aspects of Christian Erperience,.—
Rev. George E. Hite,

Explaining the essentials necessary to enter the
kingdom of God, Christ calls one of them * born
of water,”” by which term allusion is made to the
baptism of John—the baptism unto repentance
which was despised by the proud Pharisees, A
man who wants to enter the kingdom of God has
to break away from old associations to receive this
baptism. Then in another step he will be born of
the Spirit also and adopted as a regenerated child of
God. In repentance, as well as in regeneration, the
Holy Ghost is the agent ; therefore it is natural to
infer that by the term * born of water” another
side of the office of the Holy Ghost is designated.—
Rev. H. Liebhart, D.D.

The expression ‘“born of water and of the
Spirit " derived its sense in part from views and
usages prevalent among the Jews concerning
proselytes, Such persons cut loose from their
former lifo and began a new life because different
sort of men, and were regarded as new creatures
who had been re-born. Baptism was part of the

ttending their ent into Judaism,
When they were baptized they were said to be
born again. Nicodemus was familiar with all this,
but had no idea that any thing like it was necessary
for the children of Abraham. And Jesus aston-
ishes and confounds him by declaring that as Gen-
tiles must be born again on becoming proselytes,
80 must even he, ** a ruler of the Jews,” a * master
in Israel,” be born again in order to enter the
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kingdom of heaven, and this new birth must be a
more radical change than marked the proselytes.
It must be an inner spiritual transformation
wrought by the Spirit of God and symbolized by
the application to the new subject of pure water.
The Saviour refers, just as John the Baptist had re-
ferred, to the double baptism of water and the Spirit.
—J. E. Jacklin, D.D.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
What Christ is and What He Brings.

1. A Teacuer Briveine Truta,
A teacher come from God. v, 2.
1 will raise....a Prophet.” Deut. 18, 18,
‘Spoken unto us by his Son.” Heb. 1. 2,
I1. A Worker Briveive MiracLEs,
These miracles that thou doest. v. 2.
“ Miracles....God did by him.” Acts 2, 22.
‘ Went about doing good.” Acts 10. 88,
III. A Revearer Briveine KNowLEDGE.
Except a man be born again. v. 8.
“ Not of blood. . ..but of God.” John 1. 13,
“ By the word of God.” 1 Pet. 1. 28,
IV. A Bacririce BrineiNGg REpEMPTION.
Son of man....lifted up. v.14.
‘‘Redeemed. ...precious blood.” 1 Pet.

18, 19.
‘““Lifted up....draw all men,” John 12, 82,

V. Tue So¥ Brivove LiFe.
@od so loved the world. v. 16.
‘“‘Spared not his own Son.” Rom. 8. 82,
‘ Heirs....of eternal life.” Tit. 8. 7.

Thoughts for Young People.
The New Birth.

1. The new birth is a reality. (Verses 1-8.)
There is a change from nature to grace which is so
absolute as to be *“ a new creation” (2 Cor. 5, 17,
margin). We have seen such achange in men—
making swearers reverent, liars truthful, dishonest
men honest, and wicked men pure.

2. The new birth is a necessity. (Verses 8-6.)
People are carnal and sinful; they are at enmity
with God ; they must be changed before they can
come into fellowship with God. A sinner would
not be happy in heaven, just as a wicked man is
uneasy among the good.

3. The new birth is a mystery. (Verses 7,8.)
Just as we cannot see the wind, so we cannot see
the process of being born anew in God’s image.
No philosopher can analyze or explain or com-
prehend it. The regenerate cannot tell the unre-
generate what his new life is. Each must learn it
for himself.

4. The new birth is an experience. (Verses 9-11.)
Every person who has passed from death unto

life is conscious of it ; knows that he has been con-
verted, and enjoys the consciousness of its joys.

5. The new birth is given through Christ, (Verses
12-16.) Only One who came down from heaven
can give this new birth. The entire Gospel is
based upon the fact that God gave his Son to die
for us. Only through the eternal One can the
eternal life be given.

6. The new birth requires faith. (Verses 15-18.)
The condition of our salvation is that we should
believe in Christ, take him as our Saviour, and
cast ourselves wholly and only upon him.

e The new birth has its results, (Verses 15-18.)
One result is freedom from condemnation (verse
18); the other is eternal life, which is not merely
life without end, but a divine life—the life of God
in the soul of man.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

Nicodemus heard Jesus one day. It was in the
synagogue. How still were all the people as Jesus
spoke! What skill the Nazarene showed in
taking God’s truth, making it a weapon, sending
the shaft deep home to every conscience! Nicode-
mus sat in the ruler’s seat, He could plainly see
and distinetly hear. Nicod saw Jesus again.
It was out in the street one day. The way was
thronged with people eager to reach Jesus. They
brought him their sick; the Nazarene healed
them.

“Wonderful man !” declared Nicodemus. *‘I
must see more of him. I must talk with him.”

What! Nicodemus the Pharisee go from the
proud height of the ruler’s seat down to a lowly
place before Jesus? Nicodemus sit a learner at
the feet of the man that came out of Nazareth ¢
It may have taken some time to bring Nicodemus
down to this purpose, but he stooped to it.

One night, at the house where Jesus was stop-
ping, the master says, in a surprised tone, ** Nico-
demus is at the door!”

‘What ! Nicodemus the Pharisee, Nicodemus the
ruler?

Yes, the Pharisee, the ruler himself! He enters.
He glances timidly about, but Jesus sees in his
dark eyes the light of an honest purpose and wel-
comes him,

Somewhere they talk together.

It may be down in the court, where the musical
tinkle of the fountain’s play is the only sound in-
terfering with the tones of these earncst talkers.
It may be upon the roof, where the friendly stars
are the only eyes watching them.

Nicodemus is speaking. This strange second
birth into God’s kingdom, how can it be? It is a
shadowy mystery to the ruler.

Hark |

Is there a sudden gust of wind ?

With noiseless feet and veiled face does it come
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up from the valley, down from the hills, or
whence? It whispers its strange, hasty message
of unrest and steals away—whither? Such a
mysterious coming and going! Like that, Jesus
tells the ruler, is the Spirit in the new birth.
Like that is the Spirit’s breathing that comes so
softly and does its heavenly work so strangely.
“How 1" Nicodemus siill cries,

What ! A ruler, and yet ignorant ; a master of Is-
rael, and yet bewildered ?

Jesus paints two pictures before Nicodemus
when he reminds the ruler of the mission of the

odemus, a master in Israel, but except he be born
again from above he cannot see the kingdom of
God.— Bate.

1 am so thankful that our Lord spoke of the new
birth to this ruler of the Jews rather than to the
woman at the well of Samaria or to Matthew the
publican or to Zaccheus. If he had reserved his
teaching on this great matter for such as these
people would have said : *“ O, yes; these publicans
and harlots need to be converted ; but I am an
upright man; Ido not need to be converted.” I

Son of man,

There is a wilder ne. In every di

is a rough, weary land. And what a strange,
violent commotion! People in every direction are
prostrate on the ground. Serpents are darting
among them. Writhing, agonizing, the bitten
vietims are moaning and groaning in their pain.
But look! Out of all this torture rises a pole,
and on it is twisted a brazen serpent! Look,
look, look, every one! By voice, by action they
are urged to look toward that lifted symbol.
“Look and live!” is the earnest entreaty.

L4 * - - - *

Now there is another lifting, a far more signifi-
eant, impressive scene, Nicodemus only sees one
seanty fraction of the Calvary-picture—a human
form lifted toward the sky. We see all the out-
lines and all the details, It is the Son of Mary
and the Son of God hanging on across. It is a
dark storm-sky overshadowing the scene. Some
are mocking a8 they look up to that bleeding Sac-
rifice, and a few wring their hands. The ground
is trembling. The blackness thickens. That
Form on the cross shudders and pierces the heav-
ens with its cry, “ It is finished ! "

“Through that lifted Saviour,
How many shall live!”

By Way of Illustration.

“ Except a man be born again,” ete. A sculptor
may take a piece of rough marble and work
from it the figure of a Madonna, but it is still
nothing but marble, and lifeless. A watch-
cleaner may clean every wheel, every cog, the
face and the cases of a watch, but if the
main-spring be broken it will be as useless for
time-telling and going as before. A painter may
decorate the outside of a pest-house with the most
beautiful colors, but if he produce no change
within it is still & pest-house. A poor man may
clothe himself in the garb of a monarch, but he is
still a poor man. A leper may cover all his spots
with his garment, but he is still a leper. So the
sinner may reform in all the externals of his life,

80 that he shall attain to the moral finery of Nic-

pp d was one of the best specimens
of the people of Jerusalem. He was an honorable
councilor ; he belonged to the Sanhedrin ; he held
a very high position. And yet what did Christ
say to him? * Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.”—Moody.

“ Marvel not that I said unto thee)’ ete. The
only way to get into the kingdom of God is to be
born into it. The law of this country requires
that the president should be born in the country.
‘When foreigners come to our shores they have no
right to complain against such a law, which for-
bids them from ever becoming presidents. Now,
has not God & right to make a law that all those
who become heirs of eternal life must be born into
his kingdom ?—Moody.

The new birth is the essential thing. A college
professor was being rowed over a river, when he
put this question to his oarsman : * Do you under-
stand philosophy?” ‘No.” ‘Then one fourth
of your life is gone.” ‘Do you understand
geology ! *““No.” ‘“Then one half of your life
is gone.” “Do you understand astronomy 1"
“No.” “Then three quarters of your life is
gone.”  Just here the boat tipped over, and the
oarsman said to the professor, *Can you swim{”
“No.” *“Then all of your life is gone.”

‘* God s0 loved the world.” God is as incapable
of being indifferent toward his lost mankind as is
a mother toward her lost child. People know that
& woman will light a candle and go into every cor-
ner, stooping and searching, until she finds that
which she has missed ; but they have no idea that
this can be a true parable of God’s concern for his
lost children. They are not surprised that the
American and British governments should seek
Sir John Franklin and his crew. Not far from
£1,000,000 were sacrificed in this search, and
men exposed their lives in the distant hope of
finding and relieving their missing brothers,
Have the English government and people so great
a concern to recover their lost, and has God nonet
Better say that a drop contains more than the
ocean, that the stream rises higher than its source,
that the creature has more heart than God.
Otherwise confess that the Gospel is infinitely
worthy of the heart of God.— Pulsford,
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The Teachers’' Meeting.

Pay proper attention to date, place, ete. This

lesson contu Christ’s statement of the *‘doc-
trine of con n” (the new birth), and it is the
privilege of the teacher to strip from that doctrine

the false mystery with which it has been too often
enrobed. We will glance first at the learner, then
at the Teacher, then at the lesson....I. Tue
Learyer, 1. A good man, well versed in Script-
ure, and correct in theology. 2. A man whose
spiritual nature was totally blind. 3. A sincere,
though probably a timid, inquirer after truth....
II. Tug Teacuner. 1. From Nicodemus’s stand-
point, & Galilean mechanic, bred far outside the
schools, and yet, somehow, to an unprecedented
degree the exponent of God’s truth. 2. From his
disciples’ stand-point, a brilliant young leader
who started his work where John the Baptist
stopped his work, and who might be expected to
seat himself on the throne of his father David and
reward each of his disciples liberally, 8. From
the average Jewish ecclesiastic’s stand-point, a
contemptible peasant, ignored as long as they
could afford to ignore him, and when popularity
made that impossible, persecuted and killed.
4. We know him to have been, in very deed, the
Son of man, the consummate flower of humanity,
the greatest and best human being who ever
lived. We know him to have been also, in
literal truth, the God of glory, the one human
being of whom it could be truthfully said, *“ In
him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily.” His teachings on this vital point of
theology are therefore to us authoritative and
final....III, Tug Lessox. We are to learn the
truth from Jesus to-day, not from any theo-
logical school of earth; and it would be well
to study this lesson as fresh investigators, as
nearly as possible in the temper in which we
would approach it if we had never before heard its
precious truths. 1. A man must experience a
spiritual change so radical that it is not to be com-
pared to any other human experience but that of
beginning life. 2. This change must be per-
formed by God and evidenced by an open confes-
sion (verse 5). 3. The result of this change is
citizenship in God’s kingdom ; the spiritual nature
of which kingdom Christ’s whole public life was
spent in explaining. 4. There is no use trying to
philosophically explain this change ; it is beyond
human comprehension (verse 8). 5. This change
is made possible only by the atonement of Christ
(verse 14). 6. This change depends simply on
thorough belief in, and consecration to, Christ.
7. Christ’s atonement and our salvation all de-
pend on the love of God; God wills our salvation,
....These are a few of the many lessons which
will occur to «very teacher, and can be easily mul-
tiplied and e larged upon.

References.

Foster's Cycrorepia. Ver. 21: Poetical, 3825,
4037 ; Prose, 4915, 10560, 10561, 10564, Ver. 8:
Prose, 4123-4130, 4904, 10400, 10728, 11627, Ver.
5: Prose, 3002, Ver.7: Prose, 4805, 6685, 7530,
10729, Ver. 8: Prose, 6071, 10736, Ver. 19:
Prose, 10732, Ver. 11: Prose, 3404, Vers, 14,15:
Prose, 7160, 7180, Ver. 16 : Prose, 5181, 6976, 7193,
2519, 10337, 10344,

Blackboard.

Wvro cAN ENTERY

. .
WHOSOEVER”
BELIEVETH.
ANDTHAT \NCLUDES EVEN ME.

Direcrions vor Corors.—The door-way to be
white, signifying the purity of the ontrance to the
divine life; the sentence ‘‘ Who can enter?!”
draw with blue chalk, and then make the words
“Whosoever believeth” very prominent with
bright red or crimson, as this color will symbolize
the redeeming blood of Christ’s sacrifice. The
last sentence draw with bright yellow, signifying
joy, for, as has been well said, *‘ he counts me in
the whosoever.”

Primary and Intermediate.

Lxsson Tuovenr. The Cure for Sin.

Place on the board two large hearts, In
one print “Old,” in the other, “New.” Tell
the children that all hearts are either one or
the other. [If you succeed in getting at the real
thought of the child you will find that some think
the old heart is the heart of an old person. Make
it clear that a little child’s heart is an old heart
until Jesus makes it new.)

Introductory. Where was Jesus when he turned
the water into wine? Yes, at Cana. After the
marriage feast Jesus and his disciples went to
Capernaum. Where is Capernaum? Right here,
on the Sea of Galilee. [Trace the way as you
talk.] They only stayed here a few days, and
then went to the ity which had the beautiful
temple in it.  'Who can tell the name of this city ?
Jesus did something in the temple which made
some people very angry. He drove the men out
of the temple who were buying and selling there,
He had a right to do this, because the temple was
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God’s house, and Jesus had come to show God to
the people, and to tell them what God wanted them
to do and to be.

But 80 many were angry with him that only a
fow believed and wanted to be his disciples. Do
you want to know the name of one of these?
[Print ** Nicodemus.”] He went to see Jesus and
talk with him at night. He did not want his
friends to see him go to Jesus, e was not very
brave, was he

Will Jesus let cowards come to him? 0, yes,
and then he makes them brave! Jesus invites all
sinful people, all weak people, and all foolish
people to come to him.

And so, when Nicodemus came, he taught him
what to do to make him brave and strong and

true.

The Old Heart. Who can look into the heart
and see all that is there? Father? Mother?
Teacher ! The minister? No, none of these; but
God can! What Bible verse tells us so? *Thou
God seestme.” That is one; here is another. Let
us all say it together: ** All things are naked and
open to the eyes of him with whom we have
to do.”

So Jesus could see all that was in the heart of
Nicodemus, just as he can see all that is in your
heart, and in my heart !

What were some of the things he sawl We
will print some of them on the board, and then
you can tell if they belong in the old heart or the
new,

“Fear,” Nicodemus was afraid to do right
openly. ‘‘Belf-love.” He did not want his friends
to see him go to Jesus. He thought they might
laugh at him. “Unbelief.” He did not feel sure
that Jesus was the Son of God, ete.

If I were to write these in one of the hearts, |

which should it be? Yes; it would have to be in
the old heart. Nicodemus had just such a heart
as each one of us has unless Jesus has come and
ehanged it.

Who has power to change the heart ¥ [Let some
ehild tell the story of the change of water into
wine.] The same God who could make wine out
of water can change an old heart into a new one.
Taking away sin makes the old heart new.
[Bing, ** What ean wash away my sin.”]

The New Heart. A child said to his mother one
day, ““I think Jennie Day is a Christian. She
plays like one.” Jennie had the new heart, and
even her little playmates could see it, because it
showed in her actions.

Does Fear belong in thenew heart? What shall
we put in its place. [Print * Courage.”] Shall
we look here for Self-love? Why nott Here is
a verse for you, which we want every little child
to learn. * Even Christ pleased not himself.” Is
Unbelief in the new heart? I will read from the

Bible what some things are which abide—stay all |

the time—in the new heart. [Read 1 Cor. 13. 13.]
How to get the New Heart,
Make a cross, as beautiful a
one as you can, at one side of
the board. At the other side
make the pole with the ser-
pent upon it,  Tell the story
WO graphically of the sick peo-
. B ple, and thestrange cure that
was provided. Make some straight marks to rep~
resent people who believed Moses, and, looking at
the serpent, were cured. Other marks may repre-
sent people talking about it, trying to help one an-
other, looking in other directions, trying remedies
that they had heard of, ete. Show that nothing
could cure but faith and obedience.

Close by teaching carnestly and tenderly that
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ is the only cure
for sin. Print above it, * Looking unto Jesus,”
and tell how looking to him, praying to him,
trusting him, will make the heart new and clean,
Sing

#1008)

So LqledThe
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*‘ For my cleansing this I see,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.”

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Thou dear Redeemer.
I sing of his mercy.
Wonderful words.
Everlasting love.
Pleading with thee.
None but Jesus.

I lay my sins.

I heard the voice.
Lead, kindly Light,
Is my name written.
Am [ a soldier.

The Church’s one Foundation.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. What did Jesus say to Nicodemus ! Except
a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.

2. How did he say a man must be born again ?
Of water and of the Spirit,

3. Like what did Jesus say the working ef the
Spiritis? Like the wind, which bloweth
where it listeth.

4. To what did Jesus com})u'e his ewn death
for mankind? To Moses’s lifting up the
serpent in the wilderness,

5. What is the Goroex Texr? ¢¢ For God so
loved,?’ cte.

CATECHISM QUESTION,

7. How does the Scripture describe this know-
ledget

It teaches that God knows every thought in man's
heart, every word and every action.

8. What is meant by saying that God is all-wise ?
That God does everything in the best and most
perfect way, for the accomplishment of His purpose.
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What, then, can we conclude, except that the | With much earnestness the young man said : —

inducement is not strong enough to bring you
regularly to Sunday-school—you will do more
for money than you will for the love of the
Lord and the young people whom He has given
you to look after in your class? You have no
more right to be absent from your class than
the minister has to be absent without substi-
tute from his pulpit on Sunday. The fact that
he gets a salary, and you do not, has nothing
to tfo with the case. When you took the class,
you virtually agreed to teach it, not once in a
while, but every Sunday.

In the hope that this will have more effect
on you in print than it has had personally, I
sign myself your faithful aupermtendemi,) 5

“There is One Who Can!”

IN a conversation with Mr. Moody, a few
years ago, he related the following incident,
illustrating the power of Him who is mighty
to save :—

““ At the close of an evening meeting in the
chapel at Chicago, a well-dressed young man
came in from the street and inquired for Mr.
Moody. After a little search Mr. Moody was
found, and coming forward he greeted the
stranger cordially, and inquired his errand.

¢ ¢T have come to ask you to save me, I am
going to ruin from the use of drink, and unless
you save me I shall go down.’

“ Mr, M. still warmly held the outstretched
hand, as he said earnestly, I can’t I’

“With evident disappointment his caller
said, ‘ Why, you surprise me, Mr. Moody ; it
is at a great sacrifice of my pride that I have
come to you; my mother and sister told me
you coulc{ save me, and now you say you can-
not.’

““‘No,’ said Mr, M., ‘indeed, I cannot ; but
there is One who can! Come, and I'll lead you
to Him.’

“They went into a side room, and there,
with simplicity and loving earnestness, Mr.
Moody told him of his lost condition—of the
mighty love and power of Jesus, and of His
deep personal interest in him. They knelt in
prayer, the prayer of penitence, faith and ac-
ceptance ; the burden rolled off, and there was
joy in heaven over another soul converted.”

Yes, *“ There i3 One who can!” Blessed be
God for the simplicity of the Gospel method of
salvation,

DS =SSR
Tue fire-fly only shines when on the wing.

So it is with the mind ; when once we rest we
darken,

Lavustion

HORSFORD'S ACID PHOSPHATE.

Prepared according to the directions of Prof. E, N. HORSFORD.

Every fibre of the human body contains the phosphates,

They are the vital

elements of every tissue, and are essential to the maintenance and promotion of

sound bodily health.

These phosphates are consumed with every effort, and

plied exhaustion will follow.

if the waste is not sup-

Horsford’s Acid Phosphate supplies these phosphates, and thereby relieves
exhaustion and increases the capacity for labor.

Dr. A. N. Krour, Van Wert, O., says:

“Decidedly beneficial in nervous exhaustion.”

Descriptive pamphlet free on application to

Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. L,
BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS.

Al .—Be sure “ g
vacxa“ 1')?.5 IN BULK., o wroet *Besats

is printed on the label. All others are spurious
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THE OXFORD BIBLE FOR TEACHERS

Is now issued in Twelve Sizes, with the Text arragged in each so as to
correspond page for page with all the others.

It contains Helps to the Study of the Bible, which have been carefully revised from time
to time by Dm. Stumes, Bishop of Chester, AROEDEACON PALMER, DR. ANaus, and other
-eminent scholars. The scientific information was prepared under the supervision of PROFESSORS
RoresroN, WesTwoop, LawsoN and EARLE, names of the highest nu&:eonty in their several
departments.

Seven Sizes are ted on best made Printin, and W in price from

oy prin Rag- g paper, ary in p
Five Sizes are prlnud on thin opaque INDIA PAPER, and are EXTREMELY LIGHT AND THIN,

They vary in 'eli ht from 12{ ounces to 22 ounces, and in price from $2.560 to $16.00, and do
mot

Four Sizes are also issued interleaved throughout with writing paper for MS. notes.

A handsome Quarto Edition, in Pica has been prepared for family use, and is issued
in various bindings, from $5.25 upwards. e ’ ' :

The Helps to the Study of the Bible are published separately, in small type, at 30 cents,
and in large type, at $1.00

The "METHODIST RECORDER ":—* This invaluable | The Rev. Robert N. Young, D.D., of Nlldl ngley

and incomparable book is the most wondoﬂul dln:l College, Leeds :—‘‘ As a man ‘manual of lnﬂ Inlot-
both in d bli mation and an auxiliary of Biblical mldy. is un-
information, y the best schol i rivalled. It is as exhaustive as it is concise, no
age, that has been oﬂnnd to the general ruder. irrelevant matter has been introduced, uul !
Th. ““WESLEYAN unnom" MAGAZINE "':— unnlhl to Biblical study seems to have been
“To | Preachers, and 1-...,1..,.. it is tted, and in no instance, so far as I can mig. has
sim| lnuluim. Nothing is wanting to the com- Qh :g ness or accuracy been sacrificed o the
pleteness of the volume,” ties of condensation.”

The "TIMEI" '“l'hu whole has been done withadmir- Tho Rev. F. Greeves, D.D., Comhl-ndt Trainin,
able completen College :—** As r rfect and complete & nml
Th.h'l‘ “2"::' ':dgweu —* For completeness and porta- Helps to thc Study of the Bible as could well
could not 1t fu
the student with all that is needful for & scholarly | The Late an Gnrvm 8mith, D.D.:—* It would be
mastery of the Text.” Smpo:(‘:}o 'u‘:n l;l“.ﬂ‘ [ |:ou beautitul ‘:l;hll
“OHRISTI " seasonable or any who are el
mBlblocqu:‘;; M, ORLD ;' The most complete | SN S1¥ or other svadents of Holy Writ.”
The * PALL MALL GAZETTE = Every Bible student The Rev. James Oomper Gray:—tAfter & moeb
knows it to be the best collection o;’mbllul u,,oh patient examination I am astonished at the m

mnion ever broug in 80 small & amount of and
Tho Rev. Q. O'born. D.! D. i=** A book which comes as 2,?';_'.,‘,“-}',“;“,'},":"' o i kind pe v
L i B8 | 1116 Rev. James H. Rigg, D.D.:—*1 have found  re-
nrpnud all eompom.on" g
The Rev.©. Garrtt " The highetwidhrof Bl | Morimn s Ssen o l "s f oy %
students are here exceeded, not a want is unmet. Natural H U.Wmmlﬂﬂhmwm
Tho Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, M.A.:—*I have used pass, will very grea all who use the book,
T years, md un onl, join in the universal and the historical ne deserve very high praise,
&onnd all students of Sori; duorlbln( its S oonzmu.hu you heartily on having vzhd .
hlchmﬂh,lndummondhg to all. book w mmhuhbtdlomnhnlu"

THE SALE ALREADY EXCEEDS 1,000,000 COPIES.
London : HENRY FBOW'DE, Oxford Univem;’g Press Warehouse,
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GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878,

B W. Baer & Co.s

Breakfast
Gocea

from which the excess of

| oil has been removed, is
Absolutely Pure

and it is Soluble.

No Chemicals

are used in its preparation. It has

more than three times the strength of

Cocoa mixed with Starch, Arrowroot

or Bugar, and is therefore far more
economical, costing less than one cent

a cup. It is delicious, nourishing,

strengthening, EASILY DIGESTED,

and admirably adapted for invalids

as well as for persons in health.

Sold by Grocers everywhere.

W. BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass.
CARDS.

Reduced to 12 cents net per package.
Post-paid.

The Package contains Twelve Cards 4x5
inches. Each card contains the Complete Les-
son List of Subjects and Golden Texts for 1891
on the back. The front contains a Scripture
Text, with floral design and an appropriate
selection from Frances %l;dley Havergal.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES

Our s will not allow us to give a full list
of Sunday-school Books, but we wish our
friends to remember that our stock is complete
of well-selected books, and at popular prices.

8END FOR CATALOGUE AND TERMS8

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 1
METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSE,
TORONTO.

NEW BOOKS
NEW EDIT\ONS.

Jesus the Messiah, in Prophecy and Fulfil-
ment. Being a Review and Refutation of
the Negative Theory of Messianic Prophecy.
By Rev. E. H. Dewart, D.D. Cloth, $1.

The Virgin Mary, and Other Sermons. 'y
Rev. J. E. Lanceley. Preached in the
McCaul Street Methodist Clurch, and pub-
lished by request. Cloth, 302 pp. $1.

All He Knew. By the Author of “ Helen’s
Babies ” (John Habberton). Cloth, 60c.
The Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture,
By the Right Hon. W, E. Gladstone, M.P.

Cf:)th, gilt top, 358 pp. $1.

Pax Vobiscum (Peace be with you), and The
Greatest Thing in the World, In one vol.
By Henry Drummond, F.R.8.C. Paper, 64

25¢.

The Greatest Need of the World; or, The
Perfected Life. By Henry Drummond,
F.R.8.C. Paper, 20c.

The Greatest Thing in the World 3 or, Love
the Supreme Gift, By Henry Drummond,
F.R.8.C. Paper, 20c.

First: A Talk With Boys. By Henry Drum-
mond, F.R.S.C. Leatherette, 35c.

The Young Folks’ Pilgrim’s Progress ; Being
an edition of John Bunyan’s immortal alle-
gory without the theological discussions, so
as to adopt the work to the youthful mind.
With over 100 illustrations, 8 x 10 inches.
Cloth, $1.25.

Clothed With the Sun; or, From Olivet to
the Gates of Glory. = By Rev. Joseph H.
Hilts. Cloth, 12mo, 408 pp. Post-paid, $1.25

The First Thing in the World; or, The
Primacy of Faith. By Rev. A, J. Gordon,
D.D. Paper, 20c.

The Message of Jesus to Men of Wealth.
By Rev. George D. Herron. Paper, 20c.
The Life of John Wesley. By Edith C.
Kenyon. Cloth, 404 pp. 75c¢., post-paid.
From the Altar to the Upper Room. Con-
taining the following : *‘ To, Before, and On
the Altar;” “What is . Consecration?”
‘‘ Entire Consecration;” ‘‘ Pentecost.” By

Rev. R. C. Horner. Cloth, 358 pp. $1.

PosT-PAID AT PRICES ATTACHED,
WILLIAM BRIGGS,

METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSE,
ToroNTO.

Montreal : C. W. Coatzs,

Halifax: 8, F. Humeris, | Montreal : C. W. Coars,

Halifax : 8. F, Hussms.
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1or FourrH OF JULY

Unites the veterans, both North and South. Of one blood, American
citizens may well, on this oceasion, clasp hands and fraternally congrat-
ulate each other, especially if that blood has been thoroughly purified with

AyersSarsaparilla

They are free —free from the taint
of Scrofula and other impurities,
that cause boils, carbuncles, eczema,
rheumatism, sciatica, catarrh, and
consumption. Their digestion is
perfect, their sleep undisturbed,
they know nothing of that tired
feeling, and they look fully ten
years younger than they are.

“In the late war I was wounded in battle
and made a prisoner. I was confined in am
unsheltered stockade for ten months, during
which time I contracted scurvy. My wound
being healed only on the surface, gangrene
set in, and finally blood-poisoning. I suf-
fered excruciating pain until I began to take
Ayer’s Sarsaparilla, since which time my
wound has healed, all pain has disappeared,
and T have so far recovered my old-time
health as to be able to go to work again.” —
JOHN M. BRITTON, Barrack No. 25, Nat.
Military Home, Montgomery Co., Ohio.

“1 was cured of long-standing catarrh by
the use of Ayer’s Sarsaparilla.” — JAMES J.
DOUGHER, Comp. G, 18th Infantry, Fore
Wingate, N. M.

“About a year ago I began using Ayer's Sarsaparilla as a remedy for debility and
neuralgia resulting from malarial exposure in the army. Six bottles of Ayer's Sarsa-
parilla restored my health.”—F., A, PINKHAM, South Moluncus, Me.

® .
Ayer’s Sarsaparille
Prepared by Dr, J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass. Sold by all Druggists.

Has Cured Others, Will Cure You.

THE BEST APERIENT

In modern pharmacy is, unloubtedly, Ayer's Cathartic Pills. Except in extreme cases,
physicians have abandoned the use of drastic purgatives, and recommend a milder, but
no less effective medicine. The favorite is Ayer’s Pills, the superior medicinal virtues of
which have been certified to under the official seals of state chemists, as well as by hosts
of eminent doctors and pharmacists. No other pill so well supplies the demand of the
general public for a safe, certain, and agreeable family medicine,

Ayer's Cathartic Pills

Prepared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass. Sold by all Druggists.




