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Teachers” Puepavation JPeaflef
Lrsson 3. ~ » ' JULY 15th 1894,  3rd QUAm’*xn‘

- Visit of the Wise Men. Matt. 2; 1-12. _

GorpEN Texr: “They saw the young child with Mary his mother, and .
fell down, and worshipped him.” Matt. 2: 11, -
Cosmrr w0 Memomy verses 0-11. Children's Hymnal 66, 233, 21, 22. -

+ PROVE 'THaAT—We should offer our best to God. 2 Sam, 24: 24
SuortEr| Oateomisn—Quest, 84, What doth every sin deserve|?
B 5 " DAILY PORTIONS. .- :

o | (The Selections if the Inten ! Bible Reading Association)

2

| - - :
" HoxDAY, TUBSDAY. Wgnég;mr. ‘rmm?nn. Fripay, Eaxueoar. SABEATHL

cT n o L, N > - . .
Matt, 2:112|' 152 6: 1 | Mieah 314 | Pa. 7#: 116 | PpiL.@:141 |John, 5:1723] Rov. 5834
' i _

Five ‘Minutes Opening Drill. For Whom were the Gospels
- -t . Written? - . N
MatTHEW—for Jéws.” Said to have been written at firstin Hebrew. Its design is to prove

that Jesus is the Messzah.  The true-nature of his kingdom is set forth in déstonrsgs. ~ Key
text, 13 21-23. ' s -
MARE—for Romans. Represents Jesus-as the victor over Satan, clothed wnth gower. Gives
special prominence to the miracles Key text, 152 39- . : o
LurRE—~for Grezks.  Av-accurate biggraply of Jesus of Nazareth, setting forth his perfect
humanity. Traces his-descent from-Adam and presents him as ** 7 Sorz-of Man,” foll*
. of tenderness and compassion.  Key text, 4: 18. : .
Joun—for Christians. Supplements the ‘other three, and exhibits Jesys as the divine
_ Saviour. It gives the deeper spiritual Yeachings of Christ. Key text, 20: 30, 31.
- . NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. .
IXTRODUCTORY, —Our lessons pass from one gospel to-ancther so as to bring the cvents of
our Saviour’s life in-their.proper oder. [Ircidents omitted by Luke are found in Matthew, and
so with the others.  Matthew tells-us nothing about the birth of Jesns and his presentation in
the temple, and Luke-onuts the visit of the wise men.  This shews that they did not copy from
each other but wrote independent parratives.  If:Christ was born on the 25th December, the
Presentation-in the Temple would have taken place on February 2nd, forty days after, and
the visit of the wise men was probably shortly afier that. Had they comg before with their
costly gifts, it is not likely that Mary wonld have made the offering of the poor when she pre-
sented bim to the priest.. - . - -

- N N . . ! ) +
LessoN PLAN, .E  The-Child Sought’ vs. 12, ¥ The Child Feared. vs. 3.8, IIL
The Child Worshipped. vs. g-12. '

I Tur Curp Soveur. 1. Bethles|through jealously, amongst others his own
hem of Judea—(Judges 17: 7) to distinguish | wife-and three sons. Notwithstanding his re-
it from Bethlehem in Galilee, about six miles “building of the temple in great magnificence,
B Westof Nazareth, in the tribe of Zebulon |he was hated by the Jews for his Philistine
3 g}mh 10: 33). Called also Zphrarh ** fruit. | descent, his-affectation’ of gentile manners and
2B " and %ﬂmz&zlz, {Gen. 35: 19; Micab §:| his tyrannical cruelty. He died miiserably on

2} Herod—Suwmamed ““the great.” Made| April 1st, A. U. C. 750, a little myre than
V:kES_,b)' Augustus.  He put wany te death | three months after the birth of Christ)y See- °
- The Taicamrs’ Pepparatiox Lyarier iz published weekly by the General Assembly’s Sabbath School

ttee, Presbyterian Church in Cansds, at 35 cents a year, or 25¢. if four or more coples are sent to
Person.  Address Rev. T. . Fotheringhsw, 107 Hazen Street, St. Jobn, N. B. _Editing Committee :
T. . Fotheringham, Jas. 'lfumbgu aod Principal Kirklsnd, . L)




ing that he spent the last forty days of his life
at the hot baths near Jericho, the events of
our lesson must "have uccurred immediately
after the presentation in the temple. Wise
men from the East—Orienta) magi.  These
formed asacerdotal classamongst the Persians.
" They devoted themselves to the study of
science, eypocially astroanomy, astrology and
medicine.  Danitl was at one time their presi.
dent (Dan, 2: 48.) In the time of Christ
many professed to have mastered their learning
but practised sorcery along with it, so that their

rising.” They were not guided hy the star
all the way, but what the star meant” was: re.
vealed to them. They then set out for Jerhsa-
lem using the ordinary means of information
as to the way: Hence their joy in verse g,
Why did God apparently sanction the siper-
stitions of astrology when he sent the starp
Astronomy and astrology, the trne and the
false, werc not as yet separated from cach
other, It was not unfitting that a star should
‘be the sign to,the astronomwers that Jacob’s

tar had arisen. ‘These men were not chada-

real science became degraded into * magical | tans but camest and devout students of God’s

arte.”  See instances Acts 8: 93 (Simon Ma.
gus) 13: 6, 8, 105 Rev. 22: 15, From their
three-fold gifts tradition has mode ther three
)’u number, and from supposing that they ful-
filled such prophecies as Ps. 68: 30. 323 72:
103 fsa. 49t 73 60: 3, 1o, they have been
called kings and theif names even are given—
Caspar, a middy yonth, who broughtthe frank-
inccnses Melchior, an aged man, who brought
the gold; and Balthozar o swarthy, bearded
man, who brought the myrrh. No doubt they
were men of vk and’ wealth and travelled
with a considerable retihue, for their visit and
questions atteasted the nttention: of Herod and:
he treated them with much show, of respect,
but therais not'a shadow of a basis for such,
fables as these, - Thelrvisit is commemorited
in the feast opriglhany, or the “‘manifesta.
. tion” of Christ, which falls on Jan, 6th,adate
manifestly wrong, for if Mary hid possessed
the rich-gifts that they brought she-would sot:
have made the -offering of the_poor-on Feb.
tal city.

-znd,  Jerusalem—~IHeredn the capi

N

~they-would expect to find the k)ing‘ h :

2, His Star—The Jews expected thatthe.
birth-of the Messiah would be heralded by a
star, interprating literally Num. 24: 17 and Isa.
60: 3. Thastatement that there was a gen-
eral belief diffused throughout the East that
there would.soon arise a great prinee, is based
wpon words.of éertain historians which refer to
a time subsequent to the death of Christ and
whicls ave applied to the emperor \?&pasin.g.
These Wise Men may have possessed traditiols

. from the time of Danicl, or may-have got their
‘knowledge from the Jews of the dispersion.
Many commentators maintain very strenuously
that the **star” was a brilliant conjunction, or
apparent Hlending, of the two plancts Jupiter.
. and. Saturn, afterwards joined by Maxs. The
abjcctions to this view are, (1) these planets;
never came so close together as to blend their
rays; {2) the calculations de not meet the date
exactly; (3) the Greek word means a single
star, not a **conjunction;” (4)-f the planets
.pointed towards Bethlehem when the Magi
sct out fore Jerusalem, they would be some.
Jistance to the East of it when they arrived

1 5,6. See Mzmhs. 2, Rwdjol;i(‘i:g;

jcemned.  Inquired diligently—lit. “ascer
¢tamed accurately the time of the appearance
jof the star,” 1. & how long since the star Afst
{ appeared.

wonders in the heavens.  To worship him
—To do tum homage, religious-adoration,

II. Tue Cuwp Feaken. 3. Troubl
ed—Herod’s family were not of the royal line,
They were Idumeans of PHilistine descent,
He reigned by grace of theconquevor.  Aledi-
timate heir to the throne of David might de-
throne him. He was well enough acquainted
with:the prophecies to knowthat sucha Prince
was pramised.  The-people were afraid of the
crug] measures which Herod would adopt in
order to.retain-his power.

4. Chief priests and scribes of the
~pg§fle-fThe high priest'and-those who hal
filled that office, with-the heads of thetwenty-
Tour. courses {1 Chr. 24t 6-18) and serbes
learned in the law,.  It.may ‘have been afull
.convocation of the Sanhedrim or great coun- -
cil of the-Jews. (Mal.”2:7.) Herod’s ques-
tion was.a simple one and easily apaffered. Jt
is not. Jikely that he coridescended’to give them

any reasons forasking, -

5: 30, 40. Artin no wisethe least(R. V.)
—a common rhetorical figure (litotes) for “art
celebrated.”  Bethlehemisnot even-named in
Jash, 15: 59, Princes—~Micah says “thous-
ands™ i, e. the ceitral towns where the heads
of *thousands,” or Princ%. resided.. These
were Subo’x;xﬁnsate ?rvisionsﬁ of the tribe—

‘ jads.” See Ju - 1§ {margin).
Rule—R. V. *¢be shg%hesexd of.’; . Jobn 1o

Js Isa. 40: 1139: 7. This-was the primitive
idea of a ruler. Homer calls his chief
** shepherds.of;the peaple.” Compare 2 Sam.
§:2;7:7; Jer. 23: 2.

7. Privily+~1 e prvatcly. He did net
wish any-of the Jews to snspect what be was
plotting, and he trusted to the puilelessness of
these Eastern sages so far as "they were con-

He supposed, but eroncouslys
‘that thes wpuld fix the date of the birth.

8. Search diligently for R. V. *'saarch

there about two Hours afterwards; (§) no

heavenly bodiesat an elevation of §7 degrees;

above the horizon could pomnt out a spot near

the spectators, yet this star mdicated precisely | have placed much faith in the sincerdty of his
the very house in which the Child was In|pious professions,
the East—i. ¢. when in Eastern Jands, sec: wounld make sples of these sim

verse 9. Soroe transtate the words ““in the

out carcfully concerning™ the young child.
He cannot say “king.” Herod dissembles
successfully before strangers, No Jew

Compare Judas.
ple men fo 86

him in his murderous desions.



1)

-

~
"I, THE CHiLD WoRsHIPPED. 8. |chests containing their gifts. The practical
The Star—They travelled by night to avoid | end that God had in view in bringing . these
the extreme heat of the day. Evidently they | offerings to the feet of Jesus was to enable his
had not seen the star since they left bome. | pafents to take the journey to Egypt and
Went before them—They were moving | maintain him afterwards without feeling the
southward. The stars apparently move from ! strain of poverty. (Me{er calls this idea “a
East to West. This must have been a wholly ! strange coneeit,”)  Gofd—the tribute due to
miracalous laminary.  Stood over (the place) laking, Ps. 72:15.  Frankingense—Greek
where—this place was the honse mentioned ¢ libanon.” A résinons gum obtained from a
in verse I 'trce growing in Arabia and ‘India, giving out
R o a fragrant odor when hurnt. It is still used
. The house—i. e. the house indicated | in reljgious-rites.and is symbolical of prayer.
by thestar,  Not.the stable, or cave, of the! Hence the gift is taken to be emblematic of
nativity. The crowd of wisitors had by this | ChyisPs divinity. Myrrh—Gresk “smyrna.”
time Jeft, and better accommodations were | A resinous production obtained from o tree
fond.  Mary—Joseph is not mentioned. | crowing in Arabin, Indiz and Africa. It was
He may not have been-at home. Fell.down | nyipoled with the wine given to Christ on the
—‘Threc acts are here,—falling down, | cross. (Mark 15: 23).  Usedalsoin embalm-
worshipping, and offering; the first, the wor- ing the dead, (John 19s 39h. The poetic
<hip of the body; the sccond, of the soul; the | mysricism of the easly church-saw in this gift
&xi;d, of our g;s)ods. \Vzlth these three, (l;lm a prophecy-of his death. .-
bodies, our souls, our goods, we are to worship . P TI
him. \Without them E!l,— worship is but 2 lame- thz:tch eBe;,gg gﬁgg egi;gg‘iin:' 03%}1;’?13;;&; )
gnd.maimcd»sagriﬁce, nei}bet fit for wise*me‘n somersus‘);:'icions in regard to Herod Y Tli::y
o give nor Christ to receive.” No homage is I—went directly to the Jordan valley instead, of
paid to Mary. Treasures—the bales or |, oy rmine through Jerusalem, , ‘
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'SUMMARY AND REVIEW. g

i s - Y
By Mr. Rogert Davison,, Toronto, Ont./

The Tong 'Emmised Messiah-has now come, God proving to man that He is indecd the
- Truth, and thus giving us a living faith-that all His promises in Jesus will be fulfilled -to each
of His children. How then do we accept the Messizh? .

1, The wise men believed in Him as witness their long journey, faithful preparation, -
diligent enquiry and.earnest pefseverence. They sought until they found, and were not
staggered at His humble sarroundings and apparent weakness, but WOrshig{pxed the new
i King and honored Him by pouring out at His feet gifts worthy of their idea of His
position and nature, and returned to their homes rejoicing in God their Saviour, and forever
seztzl}ng l:1m example to the world in that their wisdom and riches were at the command of the
td their God.

z. Herod and Jerusalem were tronbled. They misunderstood Messiah’s mission and
oked for g temporal prince.  Herod feared for his throft, Jerusalem feared the wrath of
Rome. Herod’s fear tumed to-wrath against him who he feared might claim his place, hence
bs fiundish action against the babes of Bethlchem. The fear of Jetusalem also furned to
hatred because He exposed their selfishness and pride and preached a pure H?;d”holy gospel

flove, and lived suck nlife to their condemnation, so they cried * Crucify

3. Jesns claims our faith because He is the Son of God with power. Onr Jove because -
e first loved us even unto~death and is our high priest toreconcile usto God.  Our worship
se e is Emmanitel, God with us, God manifest in the flesh, The Lamb slain from the
ndation of the warld, One with God.  Qur service because He hath bought us with His,
n precious blood, redeemed us from the hand ‘of our enemy, granted us the privilege of
co-workers with Fim with glorious hope of reward in the inheritance that is incorrupti-
: uni;ig:m;d and that fadeth not away, joint heirs of all the things of which the Fatber hath
m hneir. - -
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- JESUS CLAIMS  Yerkip FROM US

Raced om tho text-book, * The Sabbath School Teacher’s Handbook; or, ‘The Pritielples an
Speml
 pal Kizkland of the Toronto Normal School. |

_ subjeet where such additiopal:matter seemed to be

that it isforwarded without delay.) .

_and to-berin the.study of the work b thoroughly masterinp the third chapter; then take up

. yersion, the essential qualification-of the teacher is personal godliness. ~Only those who
- the love of Christ can sincerely-and confidently-speak of that love to others.

. gualification which is-so fandamental an

* "WHAT THINK YE OF JESUS ?

- pairet SR
THE WISE MEN. Worshipped ' * JESUS..
: o : Honowred e

S %Iisﬁﬁdets&;od
- "HEROD

JESUS ’

) . Faith < .
Love

w

- -

) dohnogige. . - :éiét.»za?t?szc.‘;;

Service |
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Ten Minutes Normal Drlil-

Proctice of Teaching, with “reference to the Sabbath-School,” and prepared by Princi

(These notes are-by no means a,méc_hani@ldisecﬁ‘on'of the fext-book, buf Principel Kirk-{
tand has, at the request-of the committes, largely s;ﬁplememed the author’s treatment of 2
.called for. Tf you:cannot obtain the text-

ook in:the usual way, write:to the Convener, enclosing its-price, (70 cents) and he will seq

1a studying Dr. Morrison’s Book, the student is recommended-to read" the-first two chapters,

chapter V, andfollow this by a car study of chapters VI, VII, VIII and IX. The orde
of study will then be:the Quahfication of ‘the Perfect Sabbath School Teagher, the Priuciples]
which fig-at the foundation of all.successful teaching, and the Art of Teaching dedueed from
these-pringiples. © * ° P » N I,
THE GUALIFICATIONS OF THE IDEAL SABBATH SPHWL TéASHEB:

. I Personnl Godliness.—As the main object of the.Sabbath Sehiool teachiog s con

1. A consistent waik and k:enversaﬁan. : Themain.o'b}ectbfteam%{fé ol
in the Public Scheo! and m the Sabbath.School is-not the communication of \knowledye b
the building up.of character, and for this purpose, * esample is better than pracept” W4
teach not oply-by what we do and:say, but to.a far greater estent by’ what we are,

i1, The Sabbath Scheel, Teacher must know thoroughly and
tamiliarly the subject he wishes to teach. He must teach trom
fall mind and a clear understanding.—Nos. T and TT may, in general, be take
for granted, ‘There ase few Sabboth School Teachers who-do not possess these gualificati
The importance of 11 is not always appéeciatedz and yet there is no othier charasterisic S
essential *

»

Read carcfally over Chafler TIT before ncxh micehing.
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